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A   TOUR   IN  SaOTLAND,   1769.. 

SY  THOMAS   P2HHAKT,   ESQ. 

DEDICATION, 
TO  SIB,  ROOSa   M08TYK,  BART.   OF   MOSTTK,  FLINTSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  GENTLEMAN  well  knovn  to  the  political  world  in  the  begtmiing  of  the  pr^ent 
century  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  and  before  he  reached  Abbeville  difcovered 
that  in  order  to  fee  a  country  to  bell  advantage  it  was  infinitely  preferable  to  travel  by 
day  than  by  night.  '  ,  ^ 

I  cannot  help  making  this  applicable  to  myfetf,  who,  after  publilhing  three  volumes 
of  the  Zoology  of  Great  Britain,  found  out  that  to  be  able  to  fpeak  with  more  preci- 
fion  of  the  fabjeSs  I  tVeated  of,  it  was  far  more  prudent  to  vifit  the  whole  than  part 
of  my  country :  ftruck  therefore  with  the  refleftion  of  having  never  feen  Scotland,  I 
inlUntly  ordered  my  baggage  to  be  got  ready,  end  in  a  reafonable  time  found  myfelf 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed. 

As  foon  as  I  communicated  to  you  my  refolution,  with  your  accuftomed  friendffitp 
you  wilhed  to  Hear  from  me :  I  could  give  but  a  partial  performance  of  my  promife, 
the  attention  of  a  traveller  being  fo  much  taken  up  as  to  leave  very  little  room  for  epif- 
tolary  duties;  and  I  flatter  myjelf  you  will  find  this  tardy  execution  of  my  engage* 
ment  more  fatisfa&ory  than  the  hafty  accounts  I  could  Jend  you  on  my  road.  But  this 
is  far  from  being  the  fole  motive  of  this  addrefs. 

I  have  irrefiftible  inducements  of  public  and  of  a  private  nature  :  to  you  I  owe  a 
mod  free  enjoyment  of  the  little  territories  Providence  had  bellowed  on  me ;  fqr  by 
a  liberal  and  equal  celTion  of  fields,  and  meads  and  woods,  you.  connefled  all  the  di- 
vided pans,  and  gave  a  full  fcope  to  all  my  improvements.  '  Evary  view  I  take  from 
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a  pinnant's  tour,  ik  Scotland. 

'  my  window  reminds  me  of  my  debt,  and  forbids  my  Alence,  caufmg  the  pleafmg  glow  of 
gratitude  to  ditFufe  itfelf  over  the  whole  frame,  inftead  of  forcing  up  the  imbittering  figh 
of  Oft  angulus  tile  !  Now  every  fcepe  I  enjoy  receives  new  charme,  for  I  mingle  with  the 
vifible  beauties,  the  more  pleafing  idea  of  owing  them  to  you,  the  worthy  neighbour 
and  firm  friend,  who  are  happy  in  the  calm  and  domeftic  paths  of  life  with  abilities 
fuperior  to  oftentation,  and  goodnefs  contfent  with  its  own  reward  :  with  afoundjudg- 
ment  and  honeft  heart  you  worthily  difcharge  the  fenatoriat  truft  repofed  in  you,  whofe 
unprejudiced  vote  aids  to  ftill  the  madnefsof  the  people,  or  aims  to  check  the  prefump-' 
tion  of  the  minifter.  My  happinels  in  bdng  from  your  earliefl.  Hfe  your  neighbour, 
makes  me  confident  in_my  obfervation  ;  your  increafing  and  difceming  band  of  friends 
difcovers  and  conSrms  the  juftice  of  it :  may  the  reafons  that  attrafl:  and  bind-us  to 
you  ever  remain,  is  the  moft  grateful  wiQi  that  can  be  thought  of,  by. 

Dear  Sir,  &c. 
THOMAS  PENNANT. 
DowDing,  OAobtT  30th,  1771. 


ON  Monday  the  '26th  of  June,  take  my  departure  from  Chefter,  a  city  without 
parallel  for  the  fingular  flrufture  oftKe  fpur  principal  Hreets,  which  areasifexca> 
vated  out  of  the  earth,  and  funk  many  feet  beneath  tlie  furface ;  the  carriages  drive  far 
beneath  the  level  of  the  kitchens,  on  a  line  with  ranges  of  Ihops,  over  which  on  each 
fide  of  rfie  ftreets  paffengers  walk  from  end  to  end,  in  galleries  open  in  front,  fecure 
from  wet  or  heat.  The  back  courts  of  all  thefe  houfes  are  level  with  the  ground,  but 
to  go  into  any  of  thefe  four  ftreets  it  is  necelTary  to  defcend  a  Sight  of  feveral  fteps. 

The  Cathedral  is  an  ancient  flruSure,  very  ragged  on  the  outfide,  from  the  nature 
of  the  red  friable  ftone*  with  which  it  is  built :  the  tabernacle  work  in  the  choir  is  very 
neat ;  but  the  beauty  and  elegant  fimplicity  of  a  very  antique  gothic  chapter-houfe,  is 
what  merits  a  vifit  fix)m  every  traveller. 

The  Hypocauft  near  the  Feathe-i;B  Inn,  Is  one  of  the  remains  of  the  Romansf,  it 
being  well  known  that  this  place  was  a  prind^  ftation.  Among  many  antiquities 
found  heri>,  none  is  more  fmgular  than  the  ruds  fculpmre  of  the  Dea  Armigera  Mi- 
nerva, with  her  bird  and  her  altar,  on  the  face  of  a  rock  in  a  fmall  field  near  the 
Welch  end  of  the  bridge. 

The  caftle  is  a  decaymg  pile.  The  walls  of  the  dty,  the  only,  complete  fpedmm»  - 
of  andent  fortifications,  are  kept  in  excellent  order,  being  the  principal  waUc  of  the 
'  inhabitants:  the  views  from  the  feveral  parts  are  very  fine;  the  mountains  of  Flint- 
-fliire,  Ae  hills  of  Broxton,  and  the  infulated  rock  of  Beefton,  form  the  ruder  part  c£ 
the  fcenery  \  a  rich  flat  forms  the  fofter  view,  and  the  profpe£l  up  the  river  towards 
Boughton  recalls  in  fome  degrte  the  idea  of  the  Thames  and  Richmond  hill. 

Failed  through  Tarvin,  a  fmall  village ;  in  the  church-yard  is  an  epitaph  in  memory 
of  Mr.  John  Tnomafen,  an  excellent  penmaa,  but  particularly  famous  for  bis  exa£t  ana 
el^mt  imitation  of  the  Greek  chara&er. 

Delamere,  which  Leland  calls  a  fatre  and  large  foreft,  with  plenty  of  redde  deere 
and  ^low,  is  now  a  black  and  dreary  Vafte  ;  it  feeds  a  few  rabbets,  and  a  few  black 
TernsJ  Hum  over  the  fpU&es  that  water  fome  part  of  it. 

*  Saxumarenarium  friabilc  rubrum.     Da  Cofla,  Fo^h.  I>     139. 

f  TliiicitT  waithe  Den  and  Dcnuiaof  AntoDin«,  indthe  nation  of  the  I.e£io  nccfinui  viAHz. 
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PEHHANT'a  TOUft,  IH   SCOTLAHO.  3 

A  few  miles  from  this  heath  ties  Northwich,  a  fmall  town,  long  famous  for  its  rock 
fait,  and  brine  pits.  Some  years  ago  I  vifited  one  of  the  mines ;  the  flratum  bf  ialt  lies 
about  forty  yards  deep ;  that  which  I  law  was  hollowed  into  the  form  of  a  temple.  I 
defcended  through  a  dome,  and  found  the  roof  fupportedby  rows  of  pillars,  about  two 
yards  thick,  and  feveral  in  height }  the  whole  was  illuminated  with  numbers  of  candles, 
and  made  a  moft  magnificent  and  glittering  appearance.  Above  the  fait  is  a  bed  of  whitiOi 
clay  *,  ufed  in  making  the  Liverpool  earthen-ware  i  and  in  the  fame  place  is  alfo  dug  a 
gpod  deal  of  the  gypfum,  or  plalfter  flone.  The  folQl  fait  is  generally  yellow,  and 
femi-pellucid,  fometimes  debafed  with  a  dull  greenifh  earth,  and  is  often  found,  but  in 
finati  quantities,  quite  clear  and  colourlefs. 

The  road  from  this  place  to  Macclesfield  is  through  a  flat,  rich,  but  unpleafant  coun- 
try. That  town  is  in  a  very  flouiifhing  ftate  \  is  poffelTed  of  a  great  manufacture  of  mo* 
hair  and  twift  buttons ;  has  between  twenty  and  thirty  lilk  mills,  and  a  very  confider- 
able  copper  fmelting  houfe,  and  brafs  work. 

Here  lived  in  great  hofpitality,  at  his  manor-houfet*  Henry  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, a  moft  powerful  peer,  the  fad  indniment  of  the  ambiuon  of  Richard  III.  He 
was  at  once  rewarded  by  that  monarch,J  with  a  grant  of  fifty  caftles  and  manors; 
but  flruck  with  remorfe  at  being  acceflary  to  fo  many  crimes,  fell  from  his  allegiance, 
and  by  a  jull  retribution,  fuffered  on  a  fcafibld  by  the  mere  fiat  of  his  mueeljng 
mafter. 

In  the  church  is  the  fepulcfaral  chapel,  and  the  magnificent  monuments  of  the  htm\f 
of  the  Savages.  In  ihisjKm  of  the  church  bad  been  a  chauntry  of  fecular  priefts, 
founded  abcHit  1508  by  Thomas  Savage,  archbifhop  of  York  y,  who  dire£ted  that  his 
heart  Oiould  be  depofited  here.  On  a  brafs  plate  on  the  wall  is  this  comfbrtaUe  ad- 
vertifement  of  the  price  of  remiffion  of  fins  in  the  other  life ;  it  was  to  be  wiflied  .that 
the  expence  of  obtaining  fo  extenfive  a  charter  from  his  hoUnefs  in  this  wcn'Id  had  Hke- 
wife  been  added. 

Thefe  are  the  words : 

••  llie  Pdon  for  laying  of  5  Pater  mft  and  5  avet  and  a  creed  is  26  thoufand  yeres 
uul  26  dayes  of  pardon." 

In  the  chapel  belonging  to  the  LeghsofLiroe  is  another  Angular  infcription  aiid  its 
hiftory: 

Here  \y«Titlie  body  of  TerVin  »  L<((h 
Th»  for  King  Ricbard  the  death  did  die, 

Betrayed  for  ngtiteoufncfl. 
And  the  boneg  of  Sir  Peen  hit  &nne 
That  with  King  Henrte  the  fift  did  wonne 
\a  Parii. 

*  This  Perkin  ferved  king  Edward  the  third  and  the  black  Prince  his  fonne  ill  all 
their  warres  in  France  and  was  at  the  battel  of  Creflie  and  had  Lyme  given  him  for 
that  fervice  }  and  after  thar  deathes  ferved  king  Richard  the  fecond,  and  left  him  npt 
in  his  troubles,  but  was  taken  with  him,  and  beheaded  at  Chefler  by  king  Hcnric  the 
fourtbe.  And  the  fayd  Sir  Peers  his  fonne  ferved  king  Henrie  and  was  flaine  at  the 
battel  of  Agencourt. 

•  Areilb  cteruU-cincrea.     Da  CoRa,  Fo&lt.  I.  48.  t  King's  Vale  Koyal  86. 

%  Dugdale'a  Baronage.  I.  t6d.  |]  Taoaer,  Notitia  Mouft.  1744.  66, 
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*,  In  thdr  memorie  Sir  Peter  Legh  of  Lyme  knight  defcended  from  them  finding 
,  the  fayd  ould  verfes.wntten  upon  a  ftone  in  this  Chappel  did  reediBe  this  place  uftt' 
Dni  i6;o.' 

After  leaving  this  town,  the  country  almoft  inflantly  changes  and  becomes  very 
mountainous  and  barren,  at  leafl  on  the  furfece;  but  the  bowels  compenfete  for  the 
extetnai  fterility,  by  yielding  fufEciently  quantity  of  coal  for  the  ufeof  the  neighbour- 
ing parts  of  Chefhire,  and  for  the  burning  of  lime  :  vafl  quantity  is  made  near  Buxton, 
and  being  carried  to  all  parts  for  the  purpofes  of  .agriculture,  is  become  a  confiderable 
article  orcommerce. 

The  celebrated  warm  baih  of  Buxton  "  is  feated  in  a  bottom,  aiiiidfl  thefe  hills,  in  a 
mod  cheerlefs  fpot,  and  would  be  little  frequented,  did  Bot  Hygeia  often  relide  here, 
and  difpenfe  to  her  votaries  the  chief  blelTings  of  life,  eafe,  and  health.  With  joy  and 
gratitude  I  this  moment  reflet  on  the  efficacious  qualides  of  the  waters;  1  recoiled: 
with  rapture  the  return  of  fpirits,  the  flight  of  pain,  and  re-animation  of  my  long,  long, 
crippled  rheumatic  limbs.  But  how  unfortunate  is  it,  that  what  Providence  deftgned 
for  the  general  good,  Ihould  be  rendered  only  a  partial  one,  and  denied  to  all,  except 
the  opuUnt ;  or  I  may  fay  to  the  (comparatively)  few  that  can  get  admittance  into  the 
houfe  where  thefe  waters  are  imprifoned  ?  There  are  other  fprings  (Camden  fays  nine) 
very  near  that  in  the  Hall,  and  in  all-probability  of  equal  virtue.  I  was  informed  that 
the  late  Duke  of  Devonlhire,  not  long  before  his  death,  had  ordered  fome  of  thefe  to 
be  inclofed  and  formed  into  baths.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  fucceflbr  will  not  hx\ 
adopdng  fo  ufeful  and  humane  a  plan ;  that  he  will  form  it  on  the  molt  enlarged 
fyflem,  that  they  may  open  not  folely  to  thofe  whom  mifufed  wealth  hath  rendered  in- 
valids, but  to  the  poor  cripple,  whom  honefl  labour  hath  made  a  burthen  to  himfelf  and 
bis  country ;  and  to  the  foldier  and  failor,  who  by  hard  fervice  have  loft  the  uie  of 
thofe  very  limbs  which  once  were  aSive  in  our  di«ence.  The  hohour  refulung  from 
fuch  a  foundation  would  be  as  great,  as  the  fads&£Hon  arifmg  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
fo  benevolent  a  work,  would  be  unfpeakable.  The  charms  of  dillipation  would  then 
lofe  their  force ;  and  every  human  luxury  would  appear  to  him  infipid,  who  had  it  in 
his  power  thus  to  lay  open  thefe  fountains  of  health,  and  to  be  able  to  exult  in  fuch  pa- 
thetic and  comfortable  Arains  as  thefe :  "  When  the  ear  beard  me,  then  it  blelTed  me ; 
and  when  the  eye  faw  me  it  gave  witnefe  to  me  j 

**  Becaufe  I  had  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherlefe,  and  him  that  bad 
none  to  help  him. 

**  The-blefling  of  him  that  was  ready  to  poifh  came  upon  me,  and  I  caufed  the  wi- 
dow's heart  to  fing  for  joy. 

**  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame." 
'  After  leaving  Buxton,  paifed  through  Middleton  dale,  a  deep  narrow  chafm  between 
two  vail  ctifis,  which'  extend  on  each  fide  near  a  mile  in  length :  this  road  is  very  fmgu- 
lar,  but  the  rocks  are  in  general  too  naked  to  be  beautiful.  At  the  end  is  the  fmall 
village  of  Stoney  Middleton  ;  here  the  profped  opens,  and  at  Barfley-bndge  exhibits  a 
pretty  view  of  a  fmall  but  fertile  vale,  watered  by  the  DerwCTU,  and  terminated  byChatf- 
worth  and  its  plantations.    Arrived  and"  lay  at 

Chefteriield,  an  ugly  town.  In  this  place  is  a  great  manufa£ture  of  worfted  ftockings, 
and  another  of  i.  brown  earthen  ware,  much  of  which  is  fent  into  Holland,  the  country 
which,  within  lefs  than  half  a  century  ago,  fuppUed  not  only  thefe  kingdoms  but  half  of 

*  The  Romans,  who  were  remarkably  fond  oF  warm  balhs,  did  not  ovcrlouk  thefe  ■ffreeable  waieret  they 
Kad  a  baih,  iDcIofed  with  a  brick  wall,  adjacent  to  the  prefent  St.  Anne't  well,  which  X}r.  Short,  in  hit 
EjT^j  on  Mineral  Waters,  Uyt  wat  razed  in  1 709.  - 
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Europe  vith  that  cofflmodity.  The  clay  is  found  near  the  town,  over  the  bafs  or  ■  cherty 
(Iratum,  above  the  coal.  The  fleeple  of  Chefterfield  church  is  a  fpire  covered  with 
lead,  but  by  a  violent  wind  llrangely  bent,  ia  which  (tate  it  remains.  In  the  church  are 
Ibme  fine  monuments  of  the  Foljambes  of  Watton. 

At  this  place  may  be  ^d  to  have  expired  the  vrar  of  the  barons  in  the  rdgn  of 
Henry  111.  After  the  batde  of  Evefliam,  Robert  Earl  Ferrers,  and  Baldwin  Wake 
Baron  of  Chefterfield,  attempted  once  more  to  make  head  againfl  the  royal  power. 
They  rendevoufed  here}  but  were  fuddenly  furprifed  by  the  royalifls;  Ferrers  was 
taken,  and  Wake  fled.  The  eflate  of  the  firll  was  forfeited  ;  the  fortunes  of  the  lalt 
were  reftored,  after  certain  mulfls.  By  the  marriage  of  a  fifter  of  one  of  his  defcen- 
dants  with  Edmund  of  Woodftock,  this  place  and  Bakewell  became  the  property  of  bis 
daughter,  the  fair  maid  of  Kent,  widow  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  were  part  of  her  join- 
ture  on  hisdeceafe. 

June  %f.  On  the  road  fide,  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  are  feveral  pits  of  iron*  . 
ftone  about  nine  or  ten  feet  deep.  The  llratum  lies  above  the  coal,  and  is  two  feet  thick. 
I  was  informed  that  the  adventurers  pay  ten  pounds  per  annum  to  the  lord  of  the  foil  for 
liberty  of  raifing  it ;.  that  the  labouretv  have  fix  fhillings  per  load  for  getring  it :  each 
load  IS  about  twenty  flrikes  or  buQiele,  which  yields  a  ton  of  metal.  Oxil  In  tliefe  parts 
is  very  cheap,  a  ton  and  a  half  being  fold  for  five  fliillii^s. 

Changed  horfesat  Workfop  and  Tuxford.  In  the  fouth  aifle  of  the  church  at  Tux- 
ford,  beneath  a  flowery  arch,  is  a  very  rude  relief  of  St.  Lawrence  placed  on  the  grid- 
iron<  By  him  is  a  fellow  with  a  bellows  blowing  the  fire,  and  the  executioner  going  to 
turn  him.  The  zealous  Fox  in  his  Mariyrology  has  this  very  thought,  and  makes  the 
martyr  fey  in  the  midft  of  bis  fafferings, "  This  fide  is  now  roaflied  ;  turn  me,  O  tyrant 
great !"  Crofled  the  Trent  at  Dunham-ferry,  where  it  is  broad,  but  {hallow  :  the 
^ring  tides  flow  here,  and  rife  about  two  feet,  but  the  common  tides  never  reach  this 
place.  Dunham  had  been  a  manor  belonging  to  Edward  t  the  Confeflbr,  and  yielded  . 
him  thirty  pounds,  and  fix  fe^taries  of  honey,  valuable  when  mead  was  the  delicious 
beverage  ot  the  times.  From  hence  pafs  along  the  Fofs-Dyke,  or  the  canal  opened  by 
Henry  I.  ],  to  form  a  communication  between  the  Trent  and  the  Witham.  It  was 
opened  §  in  the  year  1 1  z  t ,  and  extoids  from  Lincoln  to  ToHcefey  ;  its  length  is  eleven 
miles  three  quarters,  the  breadth  between  dike  and  dike  at  the  top  is  about  fixty  feet» 
at  bottom  twenty.two:  veflels  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  tons  navigate  this  canal,  and. 
by  its  means  a  confiderable  trade  in  coals,  timber,  corn,  and  wool,  is  carried  on.  Ia 
former  times,  the  perfons  who  had  landed  property  on  either  fide  were  ob%ed  to  fcower 
it  whenever  it  was  choaked  up,  and  accordingly  we  find  prefenlments  were  made  by 
juries  in  feveral  fucceeding  reigns  for  that  purpofe.     Reach 

Lincoln,  an  uicient  but  iU-built  city,  much  fallen  away  from  its  former  extent.  It 
'&e&  partly  on  a  plain,  partly  on  a  very  fteep  hill,  on  ,whofe  fummit  are  the  cathedral  and 
the  ruins  of  the  caflle.  The  firA  is  a  vaft  pile  of  Gothic  architecture ;  within  of 
matchlefs  beauty  and  magnificence :  the  ornaments  are  excelSvety  rich,  and  in  the  fineft 
Gothic  taftej  the  pillars  light,  the  centre  lofty,  and  of  a  furprifmg  grandeur.  The 
windows  at  the  N.  and  S.  ends  are  very  ancient,  but  very  elegant  \  one  reprefents  a  leaf 

•  brfliDtjr.  -f  Thoroton's  KotUngbamfh.  383.  ±   Dugdale  on  embankirif ,  167. 

%  Imakeufe  ofthitword,  as  Dr.  Stukeley  conjedurn  thii  canal  to  haTc  bees  onginally  a  Roman  woik  f 
sod  ibat  another  of  the  fame  kinij  (called  the  (.'arf-dikej  cammiinicated  with  it,  bf  means  of  the  Witham, 
which  began  a  little  below  Walhenbro',  three  miles  from  Lincoln,  and  was  continued  through  the  fens  m 
fir  ai  ^leiborougb.  Stukdey'a  Canufiai,  119  &  feq.  B.  s.  EjuU.  AccoudL  of  Richard  of  Ciren- 
ctltcr,  50, 

'     -       ^ith      I 
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with  Its  fibres,  the  other  conlills  of  a  number  of  fmall  circles.  There  are  two  other 
ancient  windows  on  each  fide  the  grei^  ifle  :  the  others,  as  I  recoiled:,  are  modem. 
This  church  was,  till  of  late  years,  much  out  of  repair,  but  has  juft  been  reftored  in  a 
manner  that  does  credit  to  the  chapter. 

The  profpeft  from  this  emin«ice  is  very  extenfive,  but  very  barren  of  obje^  ;  a 
vaO:  Sat  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  confiding  of  plains  not  the  mpft  fertile,  or  of  fens  * 
and  moors :  the  lad  are  far  lels  extenfive  than  they  were,  many  being  drained,  and  will 
foon  become  the  beft  land  in  the  country  j  but  much  ftill  remains  to  be  done.  The  fens 
near  Revefby  At^y  t,  eight  miles  beyond  Horncaftle,  are  of  vail  extent ;  but  ferve  for 
little  other  purpofe  than  the  rearing  great  numbers  of  geefe,  which  are  the  wealth  of  the 
fenmen. 

During  the  breeding  feafon,  tbefe  birds  are  lodged  in  the  fame  houfes  with  the  inha- 
bitants, and  even  in  their  very  bed-chambers :  in  every  apartment  are  three  rows  of 
■  coarfe  wicker  pens  placed  one  above  another ;  each  bird  has  its  feparate  lodge  divided 
from  the  other,  which  it  keeps  poffeilion  of  during  the  time  of  fitting.  A  perfon,  called 
a  Gozzard  J,  attends  the  flock,  and  twice  a  day  drives  the  whole  to  water ;  then  brings 
them  back  to  their  habitations,  helping  thofe  that  live  in  the  upper  flories  to  thdr  nefts* 
without  ever  mifplacing  a  fingte  bird. 

Th» geefe  are  plucked  five  times  in  the  year}  the  firil  plucking  Is  at  Lady-Day,  for 
feathers  and  quills,  and  the  fame  is  renewed,  for  feathers  only,  four  times  more  between 
that  and  Michaelmas.  The  old  geefe  fubmit  quietly  to  the  opreration,  but  the  young 
ones  are  very  noify  and  unruly.  I  once  faw  this  performed,  and  obferved  that  goflings 
of  fix  weeks  old  were  not  fpared  ;  for  their  tails  were  plucked,  as  I  was  told,  to  habi- 
tuate them  early  to  what  they  were  to  come  to.  If  the  feafon  proves  cold,  numbers  of 
geefe  die, by  this  barbarous  cufiom  ^. 

Vaft  numbers  are  driven  annually  to  London,  to  fupply  the  markets ;  among  them, 
all  the  fuperannuated  geefe  and  ganders  (called  here  Cagmags)  which  ferve  to  fatigue 
the  jaws  of  the  good  citizens,  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  them. 

The  fen  called  the  Wefl  Fen,  is  the  place  where  the  ruffe  and- reeves  refort  to  in  the 
greatefl  numbers  {) ;  and  many  other  Ibrts  of  water-fbwl,  which  do  not  require  the 
fhelter  of  reeds  or  rufhes,  mignite  here  to  breed  ;  for  this  fen  is  very  bare,  having  been 
imperfeflJy  drained  by  narrow  canals,  which  interfeft  it  for  great  numbers  of  miles. 
Thefe  the  iiihabiunts  navigate  in  moft  diminutive  (hallow  boats ;  they  are,  in  ftift,  the  - 
roads  of  the  country. 

The  Eaft  Fen  is  quite  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  gives  a  fpecimen  of  the  country  before 
the  tatrodu^on  of  drainage :  it  is  a  vaft  trad  of  morafs,  intermixed  with  number?  of 
lakes  from  half  a  mile  to  two  or  three  miles  in  circuit,  communicating  with  each  othet 
by  narrow  reedy  flraits :  they  are  very  fhallow,  none  are  above  four  or  five  feet  in 
depth ;  but  abound  with  filh,  fuch  as  pike,  perch^  ruff,  bream,  tench,  rud,  dace,  roach, 
burbot,  Aicklebacks,  and  eels. 

•  The  fens*  luiked  as  tliey  DOW  appeflr,  were  one*  well  wooded.  Oaks  haTc been  round  buried  !n  them,' 
whkhwercfixteen  yards  long,  and  nve  in  ctrcumfereiK'ei'fir-liecg  from  thirty  to  thirty. five  yards,  and  a 
foot  or  eighteen  inches  fquare.  Tbefe  trees  had  not  the  mark  of  the  ax,  but  appeared  as  if  burnr  down  by 
£re  applied  to  their  lower  parts.  Acorns  and  fmall  nut*  have  alfo  been  found  in  great  quaotitiH  in  ilic  (aroe 
placet      Dagdale  on  embanking. 


■f  Revefby  Abby  was  founded  1143  by  W-  de  Romanii  Ear]  of  Linroln,  for  Ci (tertian  monks,  and 
granted  by  H.  VIII.  an.  30.  to  Cli.  Duke  of  Suffolk.  The  founder  turning  monk  was  buried  here. 
Tanner,  2611  t  '  '■  Goofe  herd. 

urqu^a/doM  loth 

,Googfe 


f   ItWBsatfo  praAIfed  by  the  ■DCieatl.     Candriinrum  nheram  vtBigaltn  filuinit     Vilhitlur  qu^a/dam  loth 
Ktaimo.    Plinii,  lib.  x.  c.^i.  |!  Bt.  Zuol.  11-  No.  19a. 
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It  Is  obfervable,  that  once  in  feven  or  eight  years,  immcnfe  fhoals  of  fticklebacks  ap- 
pear in  the  Weliand  below  Spalding,  and  attempt  coming  up  the  river  in  form  of  a  vaft 
column.  They  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  collected  multitudes  wafh^d  out  of  the  fens  by 
the  doods  of  f)?veral  years,  and  carried  into  foiiie  deep  hole;  when  over-charged  with 
numbers,  they  are  obUged  to  attempt  a  change  of  place.  They  move  up  the  river  in 
fuch  quantities  as  to  enable  a  man,  who  was  employed  in  taking  them,  to  earn,  for  a, 
confiderable  time,  four  (hillings  a  day,  by  felling  them  ata  halfpenny  perbuftiel.  They 
were  ufed  to  manure  land,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  oil  from  them.  I'he 
fen  is  covered  with  reeds,  the  harveft  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  who  mow  them 
annually  ;  for  they  prove  a  much  belter  thatch  than  flraw,  and  not  only  cottages,  but 
many  "very  good  houfes  are  covered  with  ^hem.  Stares,  which  during  winter  refortin 
mynads  to  rooft  in  the  reeds,  are  very  dcftru£Uve,  by  breaking  them  down,  by  the  vaft 
numbers  that  perch  on  them.  The  people  are  therefore  very  diligent  in  their  attempts 
to  drive  them  away,  and  are  at  great  expence  in  powder  to  free  themfelves  of  thefe  trou- 
blefome  guefts.  I  have  feen  a  ftock  of  reeds  harvefted  and  (lacked  worth  two  or  three 
hundred  pounds,  which  was  the  property  of  a  fingle  farmer. 

The  birds  which  inhabit  the  diiferent  fens  are  very  numerous :  I  never  met  with  a 
finer  field  for 'the  zooligift  to  range  in.  Befides  the  common  wild-duck,  of  which 
an  account  is  given  in  another  place  *,  wild  geefe,  garganies,  pochards,  fhovelers,  and 
teals  breed  here.  I  have  feen  in  the  eaft  fen  a  fmall  Sock  of  the  tufted  ducks ;  but  they 
feemed  to  make  it  only  a  baiting-place.  The  pewit  gulls  and  black  terns  abound.;  the 
laft  in  vaft  flocks  almoft  deafen  one  with  their  clamors  :  a  few  of  the  great  terns,  or 
tickets,  are  feen  among  them.  I  faw  feveral  of  the  great  crefted  grebes  on  the  Eaft 
Fen,  called  there  gaunts,  and  met  with  one  of  thdr  floadng  nelts  with  eggs  in  it. 
The  lefler  crefted  grebe*  the  black  and  du&y  grebe,  and  the  little  grebe,  are  alfo  in- 
habitants of  the  fens  ;  together  with  coots,  water-hens,  fpotted  water-hens,  -water-rails, 
ruffs,  redfhanks,  lapwings  or  wipes,  red  breafled  godwits  and  whimbrels.  The  godwits 
breed  near  Walhenbrough ;  the  whimbrels  only  appear  about  a  fortnight  in  May  near 
Spalding,'and  then  quit  thecountry.  Oppofite  to  Foffdyke  Wafti,  during  fummer,  are 
great  numbers  of  avofett^s,  called  there  yeipera,  from  their  cry.  They  hover  over  the 
Qiortfman's  head  like  the  lapwing,  and  fly  with  th^  necks  and  legs  extended. 

Knots  are  taken  in  nets  along  the  fhores  near  Foffdyke  in  great  numbers  duiihg 
vinter  j  but  they  difappear  in  the  fpring. 

The  fhort-eared  owl,  Br.  Zool.  I.  No.  66.  vifits  the  neighbourhood  of  Waflien- 
brough  along  with  the  woodcocks,  and  probably  performs  its  migrarions  with  thofe 
birds,  for  it  is  obferved  to  quit  the  country  at  the  fame  time :  1  have  alfo  received 
foedmens  of  them  from  the  Danilh  dominions,  one  of  the  retreats  of  the  woodcodC.' 
This  owl  is  not  obferved  in  this  country  to  perch  on  trees,  but  conceals  itfelf  in  long 
old  grafs ;  if  difturbed,  takes  a  fliort  night,  %hts  again,  and  keeps  ftaring  about, 
during  which  time  its  horns  are  very  vifible.  The  fanners  are  fond  of  the  arrival  of 
thefe  birds,  as  they  clear  the  fields  of  mice,  and  will  even  fly  in  fearch  of  prey  during 
day,  provided  the  weather  is  cloudy  and  mifly. 

But  the  greateft  curiofity  in  thde  parts  is  the  vaft  heronry  at  Creffi-hall,  fix  miles 
from  Spalding.  The  herons  refort  there  in  February  to'  repair  their  nefts,  fettle  there 
in  the  Ipring  to  breed,  and  quit  the  place  during  winter.  They  are  numerous  as  rooks, 
and  their  neils  fo  crouded  together,  that  myfelf,  and  the  company  that  was  with  mc^ 

•  Sr.  Zool.  II.  No.  179.  In  g^Af  ral,  to  avoid  repeiition,  the  reader  ii  refemd  to  tbc  Britiflk  Zoology, 
for  a  more  panicular  Kcount  of  uumalt  mcntioDed  in  tbit  Tour. 

counted 
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counted  not  lefs  than  eighty  in  one  foreadiog  oak.  1  here  had  an  opportui^  of  de> 
te£ting  my  own  miftake,  and  that  or  other  ornitholbgifts,  in  making  two  fpedes  of 
herons }  for  I  found  that  the  crefted  heron  was  only  ue  male  of  the  other :  it  made  a 
-mod  beautiful  ;ippearance  with  its  fnowy  tieck  and  long  creft  flreanung  with  the  vind. 
llie  family  who  owned  this  place  was  of  the  fame  name  with  thefe  biras,  whidi  feems 
to  be  the  principal  inducement  for  preferving  them. 
In  the  time  of  Michael  Drayton, 

Here  Hoiked  the  fiatclf  cnne,  ai  though  be  maTch'd  in  wir. 

But  at  prefent  this  bird  is  quite  unknown  14  our  lOand ;  but  every  other  fpectes 
enumerated  by  that  obfervant  poet  ftiil  are  found  in  this  fenny  tra£t,  or  its  neigh- 
bourhood.  f 

June  28.  Vilited  Spalding,  a  place  very  much  refembling,  in  form,  neatnels,  and 
fituation,  a  Dutch  town :  the  river  Welland  pafles  through  one  of  the  ftreets,  a  canal 
-  Js  cut  through  another,  and  trees  are  planted  on  each  f;de.  The  church  is  targe,  and 
the  fteeple  a  fpire.  The  churches  in  general,  throughout  this  low  tra£t,  are  very 
handfome ;  all  are  built  of  flone,  which  muft  have  been  brought  from  places  very  re- 
mote, along  temporary  canals ;  for,  in  many  inllances,  the  quarries  lie  at  lead  twenty 
miles  diftant.  .But  the  edifices  were  built  m  zealous  ages,  when  the  benedifiions  or 
malediflions  of  the  church  made  the  people  conquer  every  difficQlty  that  might  obftru£t 
.  thefe  pious  foundations.  The  abby  of  Crowland,  feated  in  the  midlt  of  a  fliaking  fen  *, 
is  a  curious  monument  of  the  infuperable  zeal  of  the  times  it  was  ereded  in ;  as  the 
beautiful  tower  of  Boflon  church,  vifible  from  all  parts,  is  a  magnificent  fpedmen  of  a 
.  fine  gothic  tatle. 

June  29.    Pafled  near  the  fite  of  Swinefhead  abby,  of  which  ther^  are  not  the 

leatl  remain's.    In  the  walls  of  a  larm-houfe  built  out  of  the  ruins,  you  are  fhewn  the 

figure  of  a  knight  Templar,  and  told  it  was  the  monk  who  poifoned  King  John ;  a  fa£t 

denied  by  our  bed  hidorians.    This  abby  was  founded  in  1 1 34,  by  Robert  de  Greflei, 

.  and  filled  \rith  Cidertian  monks. 

Returned  through  Lincoln ;  went  out  of  town  under  the  Newport-gate,  a  curious 
'Roman  work  ;  paued  over  part  of  the  heath ;  changed  horfes  at  Spittle,  and  at  Glan- 
'ford  bridge;  dined  at  the  ferry-houfe  on  the  banks  of  the  Humber;  and,  altera 
padage  of  about  five  miles,  with  a  brifk  gale,  landed  at  Hull,  and  reached  that  night 
Burton-Condable,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Condable,  in  that  part  of  Yorkshire  called  HoU 
dernefs;  a  rich  flat  country,  but  excellent  for  producing  targe  cattle,  and  a  good 
breed  of  horfes,  whofe  prices  are  near  doubled  fmce  the  French  have  grown  fo  fond 
of  the  Englith  kind. 

Made  an  excurfion  to  Homfea,  a  fmall  town  on  the  coad,  remarkable  only  for  its 
mere,  a  piece  of  water  about  two  miles  long,  and  one  broad,  famous  for  its  pilce  and 
eels  ;-  it  is  divided  from  the  fea  by  a  very  narrow  bank,  fo  is  in  much  danger  of  being 
fome  time  or  other  tod. 

The  difis  on  the  coaft  of  Holdemefs  are  high,  and  compofed  of  clay  which  falls  down 
in  vad  fragments.  Quantity  of  amber  is  waOied  out  of.  it  by  the  tides,  which  the 
country  people  pick  up  and  fell :  it  is  found  fometimes  in  large  nuifes,  but  I  never 

•  Thi't  monaAcry  wat  founded  by  Ethetbald,  ItiDg  of  Mtncia,  A.  D-716.  The  ground  being  too 
marfhy  to  admit  a  weighty,  build  in  g  of  ftone,  he  made  a  Foundation  by  drMngioto  the  ground  vail  pitei  of 
«ak ;  and  caufed  more  csmpad  earth  ta  be  brought  io  boats  ^nine  milci  <X  to  Uy  on  tbem,  aud  f  jnn  a 
more  found  fouDdatioD. 
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faw  any  fo  pure  and  clear  as  that  from  the  Bahlc.  It  is  ufuall^'  of  a  pale  yellow  colour 
within,  and  prettily  clouded  ;  the  outlide  covered  with  a  thin  coarfe  toat.    , 

Julys.  After  riding  fome  miles  over  a  flat  grazing  country,  pafled  through  the 
Tillage  of  Skipfey,  once  under  the  proteflion  of  a  caftle  founded  by  Drugon  or  Dru- 
gan,  a  valiant  Flandrian,  who  came  over  at  the  time  of  the  conquell:.  The  Conqueror 
gave  him  in  marriage  one  of  his  near  relations ;  and  as  a  portion  made  him  lord  of 
Holdemefs.  Drugon  by  fome  unlucky  accident  killed  his  fpoufe  ;  but,  having  his  wits 
about  him,  haftened  to  the  King,  and  informing  his  Majefly,  that  his  lady  and  he  had 
agreatdefirc  to  viilt  their  native  country,  requelled  a  fum  of  money  for  that  purpofe: 
the  Conqueror  immediately  fupplied  the  wants  of  Drugon  ;  who  had  fcarcely  em- 
barked, when  advice  was  brought  from  Skipfey  of  the  death  of  the  lady  :  purfuit  was 
inftantly  made  but  in  vain;  the  artful  Flandrian  evaded  all  attempts  to  bring  him  to 
juilice  •. 

Near  this  village  is  a  confiderabte  camp;  but  I  paHed  too  haflily  to  determine  of 
what  nation. 

A  few  miles  farther  is  Burlington  Quay,  a  fmall  town  clofe  to  the  fea.  There  is  a 
defign  of  building  a  pier,  foi"  the  protedion  of  (hipping  ;  at  prefent  there  is  only  a  large 
wooden  quay,  which  projeds  into  the  water,  from  which  the  place  takes  its  name.  In 
February  1 642,  Henrietta,  the  fpirited  confort  of  Charles  I.  landed  here  with  arms  and 
ammunition  from  Holland.  Batten,  a  parliament  admiral,' had  in  vain  tried  to  inter- 
cept Her  Majedy ;  but  coming  foon  after  into  the  bay,  brutally  fired  for  two  hours  at 
the  houfe  where  fhe  lay,  forcing  her  to  take  fhelter,  half-drelfed,  in  the  helds.  Nor 
parliament  nor  admiral  were  afliamed  of  this  unmanly  deed  ;  but  their  hiftorian,  the 
moderate  Whitelock,  feems  to  btufh  for  both,  by  omitting  all  mention  of  the  affair. 
From  hence  is  a  fine  view  of  the  white  cliffsofFlamborough-head,  which  extends  far  to 
the  eaft,  and  forms  one  fide  of  the  Gabrantvicorum  Gnus  portuofus  of  Ptolemy,  a  name 
derived  from  the  Britilh  Gyfr,  on  account  of  the  number  of  goats  found  there,  accord- 
ing to  the  conjecture  of  Camden.  Perhaps,  EuAif^d^,  the  epithet  which  I'tolemy 
adds  to  t|ie  bay,  is  ftill  preferved  in  Sureby,  or  Sure-bay  f,  a  village  a  little  north  of 
Burlington  Quay-  That  the  Romans  had  a  naval  ftation  here,  is  more  (Irongly  con- 
firmed by  the  road  called  the  Roman-ridge,  and  the  dikes  which  go  by  Malton  to  York, 
are  vifible  in  many  places,  and  ended  here  J. 

A  mile  from  hence  is  the  town  of  Burlington.  The  body  of  the  church- is  large, 
but  the  fteeple,  by  fome  accident,  has  been  deftroyed  ;  near  it  is  a  large  gateway,  with 
a  noble, Gothic  arch,  the  remains  of  a  priory- of  black  canons,  founded  by  Walter  de 
Gant,  in  the  beginiiing  of.fhe  reign  of  Henry  I,  In  that  of  Richard  II.  in  the  year 
1 388,  the  canons  got  liberty  of  inclofing  (heir  houfe  with  (Irong  walls,  to  defend  them 
from  the  attacks  of  pirates;  I  cannot  help  mentioning  a  proof  of  the  manners  of  the 
clergy  in  early  times,  by  relating  a  complaint  of  the  prior  ^o  Innocent  ill.  againfl:  the 
archdeacon  of  Riehinond,  who  calling  at  his  houfe  with  ninety-feven  horfes,  .twenty-one 
dogs,  and  three  hawks,  devoured  in  one  hour,  more  provifion  than  would  have  laded 
the  monks  a  long  lime.  The  grievance  was  reJreffjd.  VViiHani  WoJo,  tlie  hH  prior, 
was  executed  for  rebellion  in  1537.  .  At  that  time,  according  to  Speed,  th>;  revenue  vvaa 
61j?t,  13s.  gd.  according  to  Dugdale,  54.7I.  6s.  id. 

This  coalt  of  the  kingdom  is  very  unfavourable  to  trees,  for,  except  fome  woods  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Burton-Con  liable,  there  is  a  vafl:  nahednefs  from  the  Huinber^ 


•  MS.  at  Pmrton-Conftable.  f  Camden,  11.  899. 
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as  far  as  the  extremity  of  Caithnefs,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  which  fliall  be  noted  in 
their  proper  places. 

July  3.  Went  to  Flainborough  head.  This  was  the  Fleamburg  of  the  Saxons,  pof- 
Hbly  from  the  lights  made  on  it  to  direft  the  landing  of  Ida,  who,  in  547,  joined  his 
countrymen  in  thefe  parts  with  a  large  reinforcement  from  Germany  j  and  founded 
tie  kingdom  of  Northumberland.  In  the  time  of  Kdward  the  Confeflbr,  Flamborough 
was  onebf  the  manors  of  Harold*,  Earl  of  the  weft  Saxons,  afterwards  King  of  England. 
On  his  deaih,  the  Conqueror  gave  it  to  Hugh  Lupus,  who,  in  perpetual  alms,  be- 
ftowed  it  on  the  monaftery  of  Whitby  "f. 

The  town  is  on  the  north  fide ;  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fmall  houffis, 
entirely  inhabited  by  fiftiermen,  few  of  whom,  as  is  faid,  die  in  their  beds,  but  meet 
their  fate  in  the  element  they  are  fo  converfant  in.  Put  myfelf  under  the  diredion  of 
William  Camidge,  Cicerone  of  the  place,  who  conduced  me  to  a  little  creek  at  that 
time  covered  with  fiQi,  a  fleet  of  cobles  having  juft  put  in.  Went  in  one  of  thofe  little 
boats  to  view  the  Head,  coafting  it  for  upwards  of  two  miles.  The  cliffs  are  of  a  tre- 
mendous height,  and  amazing  grandeur  ;  beneath  are  feveral  vaft  caverns,  fome  clofed 
at  the  end,  others  are  pervious,  formed  with  a  natural  arch,  giving  a  romantic  paffage 
to  the  boat,  different  from  that  we  entered.  In  fome  places  the  rocks  are  infulated, 
are  of  a  pyramidal  figure,  and  foar  up  to  a  vaft  height :  the  bafes  of  moft  are  folid, 
but  in  fome  pierced  through,  and  arched  ;  the  colour  of  all  thefe  rocks  is  white,  from 
the  dung  of  the  innumerable  flocks  of  migratory  birds,  which  quite  cover  the  face  of 
them,  filling  every  little  projection,  every  hole  that  will  give  them  leave  to  reft  ;  multi- 
tudes were  fwimming  about,  others  fwarmed  in  the  aiiy  and  almoft  ftunned  us  with  the 
variety  of  their  croaks  and  fcreams.  I  obferved  among  them  corvorants,  ftiags  in  fmall 
flocks,  guillemots,  a  few  black  guillemois  very  fiiy  and  wild,  auks,  pufEns,  kittiwakes  J, 
and  herring  gulls.  Landed  at  the  fame  place,  but  before  our  return  to  Flamborough, 
vifited  Robin  Leith's  hole,  a  vaft  cavern,  to  which  there  is  a  nairow  paffage  from  the 
land  fide  j  it  fuddenly  rifes  to  a  great  height  j  the  roof-is  finely  arched,  and  the  bot- 
tom is  for  a  confiderable  way,  formed  in  broad  fteps,  refembling  a  great  but  eafy  ftair- 
cafe ;  the  mouth  opens  to  the  fea,  and  gives  light  to  the  whole. 

Lay  at  Hunmandby,  a  fmall  village  above  Filey  Bay,  round  which  are  fome  planta- 
tions that  thrive  tolerably  weli,  and  ought  to  be  an  encouragement  to  gentlemen  to  at- 
tempt covering  thefe  naked  hills. 

Filey-brig  is  a  ledge  of  rocks  running  far  into  the  fea,  and  often  fatal  to  (hipping. 
The  bay  is  Tandy,  and  affords  vaft  quantities  of  fine  fifli,  fuch  as  turbot,  foles,  &c,  which 
during  fununer  approach  the  fiiore,  and  are  eafily  taken  in  a  common  feine  or  dragging- 
net. 

July  4-  Set  out  for  Scarborough  j  paffed  near  the  fite  of  Flixton,  a  hofpital 
founded  in  the  time  of  Athelftan,  to  give  Ihelter  to  travellers  from  the  wolves,  that  they 
ihould  not  be  devoured  by  them  § ;  fo  that  in  thofe  days  this  bare  tracl  muft  have 
been  covered  with  wood,  for  thofe  ravenous  animals  ever  inhabit  large  forefts.  Thefe 
hofpitia  are  not  unfrequent  among  the  Alps  ;  are  either  appendages  to  religious  houfes, 
or  fopported  by  voluntary  fubfcriptions.  On  the  fpot  where  Flixton  ftood  is  a  farm- 
houfe,  to  this  day  called  the  Spital-houfe.     Reach 

Scarborough,  a  town  once  ftrongly  guarded  by  a  caftle,  built  on  the  top  of  a  vaft 
cliff,  by  William  le  Gros,  Earl  of  Yorklhire,  Albemarle,  and  Horderneis,  in  the  reign 


•   Dugdate,  Baron.  I.  30-  +  DugJale,  Monad.  I.  7(, 

i  Called  here  petrcU.    Dr.  Zool.    No  a^o.  J  Camden,  Brit.  II.  jcj. 
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of  Stephen.  After  the  refumption  of  this,  as  well  as  other  crown  lanJs  alienated  by 
that  prince,  Henry  11.  rebuilt  the  fortrefs,  then  grown  ruinous,  with  greater  ftrength 
ahd  magnificence,  inclofing  a  vaft  area.  From  tiiis  jime  it  was  confidcred  as  the  key 
of  this  itnportant  county,  and  none  but  ptrfons  of  the  firft  rank  were  enirufted  with  the  - 
cudody.  Its  confcquence  may  be  evinced  from  this  ch-cumftance ;  that  when  King 
John  had  granted  to  his  fubjedls  the  magna  charta,  and  placed  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  twenty- five  barons,  the  governor  of  this  callle  was  to  be  approved  by  them, 
and  to  receive  his  orders  from  them.  .  , 

In  1312,  Kdward  II.  in  his  retreat  out  of  the  north  before  his  rebellious  nobility, 
left  here,  as  in  a  place  of  the  greateft  fecurity,  his  minion  Poers  Gavefton.  It  was  in- 
ftantly  befieged,  and  taken  by  Aymer  de  Yalcnce,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  and  the  infolent 
favourite,  in  a  (hort  time  after,  fell  a  victim  to  the  refentment  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  in  1378,  its  trade  received  great  injury  from  a  combined 
fleet  of  Scots,  French,  and  Spaniards,  under  the  conduft  of  one  Mercer,  who  entered 
the  harbour,  and  carried  off  feveral  Ihips.  The  infult  was  inllantly  revenged  by  PhiU 
pot,  a  gallant  alderman  of  Loni^on,  who  fitted  out  a  fleet  at  his  own  charge,  purfued 
the  enemy,  and  not  only  retook  their  prizes,  but  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  whole 
fleet. 

Richard  III.  added  ftrength  to  the  place  by  building  a  bulwark  near  the  ihore  at  ' 
the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  town  j  and  he  alfo  began  to  wall  in  the  town  ". 

In  the  relijjious  rebellion,  fty led  the  pilgrimage  of  grace,  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 
the  leader,  Ro'bert  A(k,  in  1  ^36,  layed  clofe  fiege  to  the  caftle  ;  but  was  obliged  to 
defift,  after  its  governor  Sir  Ralph  Ewers  and  his  garrilbn  were  reduced  fijr  twenty 
days  to  live  on  bread  and  water  f. 

In  1 557,  Thomas  Stafford,  fecond  fon  of  Lord  Stafford,  with  only  thirty-two  perfons, 
came  from  France,  and  furprized  the  fortrefs.  It  appears  that  they  were  encouraged 
to  the  attempt  by  Henry  II.  It  was,  probably,  only  the  prelude  to  an  invafion. 
Stafford  publiflied  a  manifefto  againft  the  Queen ;  and  ftyled  himfelf  Proteftor  of  " 
England :  but  the  Earl  of  Weilmoreland,  coUefting  fome  forces,  (in  two  days)  put 
an  end  to  his  dignity  {. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  the  parliament  committed  this  caftle  to  the  care 
of  Sir  Hugh  Cholniley,  who  foon  after  revolted  to  the  King.  He  maintained  the  place 
with  great  fpirit  for  two  years.  In  1 644,  he  was  vigoroufly  befieged  by  Sir  John 
Meldrum,  from  February  till  the  middle  of  May,  when  Sir  John,  in  attempting  to  repel 
a  fally,  received  a  mortal  wound.  Sir  Hugh  kept  poffellion  of  it  till  July  1645,  ^hen 
he  furrendered  it  on  terms  to  Sir  Matlhew  Boynton  §.  It  is  at  prefent  a  large  ruin. 
In  the  caftle  yard  are  barracks  for  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  at  prefent  untenanted 
by  foldiery. 

In  this  town  were  three  religious  houfes  and  a  hofpital.  The  grey  friers,  or  Fran- 
cifcans,  began  a  houfe  here  about  1240,  which  was  enlarged  by  Edward  II.  and  Roger 
Molendarius.  The  black  friers,  or  Dominicans,  had  another  before  the  13th  of 
Edward  I.  whether  founded  by  Sir  Adam  Say,  or  Henry  Ear!  of  Northumberland,  is 
doubtful.  The  white  friers,  or  Carmelites,  were  eftablilhed  here  in  1319,  "hy  Ed- 
ward II.  and  the  Ciftertians  had  in  the  reign  of  King  John  a-cell  in  this  town  de- 
pendent on  a  houfe  in  France,  to  which  was  given  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  and 
certain  lands,  till  the  /uppreflion  of  the  alien  priories  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

•  Lebnd'ildn.  1.61.  f  Herbert'i  Henry  VIII.  J  Rap!n,  II.  46. 

S  Whitclock,  83.  133.  146,  14.7.  163. 
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Leiand*  defcribes  this  church" as  very  magnificent ;  with  two  towers  at  the  weftenJ, 
and  a  great  one  in  the  centre.  It  was  probably  denioliflied  in  the  civil  wars,  when  Sir 
John  Mddrum  forci;J  ihe  royalitts  in.o  tlie  calDe  ;  for  it  lay  too  near  that  fortrefs  to 
be  fuffered  to  remain  entire,  to  give  (belter  lo  the  enemy.  The  prefent  church  (the 
only  one  in  the  ti'wn)  rofc  fi  om  the  ruins  of  the  former.  ' 

The  town  is  large,  built  in  form  of  a  cre.'cent,  on  the  fides  of  a  deep  hill;  from 
whence  the  name,  which  (hews  it  to  have  cxifted  in  Saxon  times,  Scaroburg,  or  the 
Burg  on  avfcar  or  clilf  Beneath  the  fouth  fide  of  the  callle,  is  a  large  ftone  pier  . 
(another  is  now  builJing)  which  flielters  the  (hipping  belonging  to  the  place.  It  is 
abfolutely  without  trade,  yet  has  above  ten  tlioufand  inhabitants,  moftiy  Tailors,  and  owns 
above  three  hundred  fail  of  (hips,  which  are  hired  out  for  freight.  'In  time  of  war 
government  feldom  has  lefs  than  a  hundred  in  pay. 

In  1 359,  the  fliipping  of  this  place  was  very  inconfiderable ;    for  to  the  naval  arma- 
ment of  tliat  year  made  by  Edward  111.  Scarborough  contributed  only  one  (hip  and  fix- 
teen  mariners  j  when  the  following  northern  ports  fent  the  numbers  hero  recited  : 
Newcaftle         .         .         17  (hips,  3 14  mariners. 
Barton  on  the  Humber         3  30 

'         Grimfby  -         -    .      1 1  171 

'  Bofton  -  -         17  361 

Hull  .  -  16  382! 

The  range  of  buildings  on  the  cliff  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  caftle,  town,  and 
of  nmumerable  (hipping  that  are  perpetually  palling  backward  and  forward  on  their 
voyages.  ^  The  fpawj  lies  at  the  foot  of  one  the  hills,  S.of  the  town  ;  this  and  the 
great  convcnioncy  of  fea-bathing,  occafion  a  va(t  refort  of  company  during  fummer  ;, 
it  is  at  that  time  a  place  of  great  gaiety,  for  with  numbers  health  is  the  pretence,  but 
didipation  the  end. 

The  (hore  is  a  fine  hard  fand,  and  during  low  water  is  the  place  where  the  company 
amufe  themftlves  with  riding.  This  is  al(b  the  fi(h  market  j  for  every  d.\y  the  cobles, 
or  little  filhing  boats,  are  drawn  on  fhore  here,  and  lie  in  rows,  often  quite  loaden 
with  variety  of  the  bed  fifh.  It  is  fuperfluous  to  repeat  what  has  been  before  mentioned 
of  the  methods  of  filhing,  being  amply  defcribed,  Vol.  III.  of  the  Britilh  Zoology  ;  yet 
it  will  be  far  from  impertinent  to  point  out  the  peculiar  advantages  of  thefe  feas,  and  the 
additional  benefit  this  town  might  experience,  by  the  augmentation  of  its  filheries. 
For  this  account,  and  for  numberlefs  civilities  1  think  niyfelf  much  indebted  to  Mr.. 
Travis,  furgeon,  who  communicated  to  me  the  following  remarks: 

"  Scarborough  is  (itiiated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  formed  by  Whitby  rock  on  the 
North,  and  Flamborough  Head  on  the  South :  the  town  is  featcd  direciiy  oppofite  to 
the cernre  of  the  W.  end  of  the  Dogger  bank;  which  end  (according  to  Hammond's 
chart  of  the  North  Sea)  lies  S.  and  by  W  ,  and  N.  and  by  E. ;  but  by  a  line  drawn 
from  Tinmouth  caftle,  would  lead  about  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  Though  the  Dogger 
bank  is  therefore  bift  twelve  leagues  from  Flamborough  Head,  yet  it  is  fixteen  and  a 
half  from  Scarborough,  twenty-three  from  Whitby,  and  thirty-fix  from  Tinmouth. 
caftle.  The  N.  fide  of  the  bank  ftretches  off  E.  N.  E.  between  thirty  and  forty 
leagues,  until  it  almolt  joins  to  the  Long-Bank,  and  Jutt's  Riff. 

•  It  In.  I   61.  tMS.  Hill,  of  Hdl.m  Lord  SWlburne'i  library. 

t  The  wntersare  imprfRnaleil  with  apiirgalive  fait  {glaulicr's),  afmail  quantity  of  common  fait,  and  or 
veils,  ihe  farlhefl  from  tite  town  is  more  purgative,  and  jtstallc  more  bitter  1  the 


fiecl.     Tbtre  arc  two  wells,  the  farlhefl  from  the  town  is  more  purgati 
other  h  mure  cli^lybeate,  and  iu  taile  more  brilk  and  pungeut.     1).  H. 
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••  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  fifhermen  feldom  find  any  cod,  ling,  or  other 
round  fifliupon  the  Dogger  ban!;  itfelf,  bi.it  upon  the  Hoping  edges  and  holiuws  con- 
tiguous to  it.  The  top  of  the  bank  is  covered  with  a  barren  {Kifting  fand,  uhich  af- 
fords them  no  fubfiftence  ;  and,  the  water  on  it,  from  its  (hallownefs,  is  continually  fo 
agitated  and  broken,  as  to  allow  iheni  no  time  to  reft.  The  fiat  fifh  do  not  TufFsr  the 
fame  inconvenience  there  ;  for  when  difturb^d  by  the  motion  of  the  fea,  they  fliclter 
themfelvesin  the  fand,  .and  find  variety  of  fuiiable  food.  It  is  true,  the  Dutch  fifh 
upon  the  Dofiger  bank  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true  they  take  httle  except  foles,  Ikatcs,  thorn- 
backs,  plaife,  &c.  It  is  in  the  hollows  between  the  Dogger  and  the  Well-bank,  that 
the  cod  are  taken  which  fupply  London  market. 

*'  The  fhore,  except  at  the  entrance  of  Scarborough  pier,  and  fome  few  other 
places,  is  compofed  of  covered  rocks,  which  abound  with  lobfters  and  crabs,  and 
many  other  fliell  filh,  (no  oyflers  ;)  thence,  after  a  fpace  covered  with  clean  fand,  ex- 
tending in  diftercnt  places  from  one  to  five  or  fix  miles,  the  bottom,  all  the  way  to 
the  edge  of  theDogger  bank,  is  aicar  ;  in  fome  places  very  rugged,  rocky,  and  ca- 
vernous ;■  in  others  fmooth,  and  overgrown  with  a  variety  of  liibmarine  plains,  'TioflTes, 
corallines,  &c.  •  Some  pans  again  are  fpread  with  fand  and  fhells ;  others,  for 
many  leagues  in  length,  with  foft  mud  and  ooz,  furnlflied  by  the  difcharge  of  the  Tees 
and.Humber.  _  n_ 

"  Upon  an  attentive  review  of  the  whole,  it  may  be  clearly  inferred,  that  the  ihore 
along  the  coaft  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  edges  of  the  Dopgi;r  bank  on  the  other,  hke 
the  fides  of  a  decoy,  give  a  direiiion  towards  ourfifliing  grounds  to  the  mighty  fhoals  of 
cod  and  other  fifti,  which  are  well  known  to  come  annually  from  the  Northern  Ocean 
into  our  feas;  and  fecondly,  that  the  great  variety  of  filhing  grounds  near  Scarbo- 
rough, extending  upwards  of  fixteen  leagues  from  the  Ihore,  ;ifFurd  fecure  retreats  and 
plenty  of  proper  food  for  all  the  various  kinds  of  filh,  and  aifo  fuhable  places,  for  each 
kind  todepofit  their  fpawn  in. 

«  The  fiftiery  at  Scarborough  only  employs  105  men,  and  brings  in  about  ^ajol.  per 
annum  a  trifle  to  what  it  would  produce,  was  there  a  canal  from  thctice  to  Leeds  and 
MancheftcFj  it  is  probable  it  would  tiien  produce  above  ten  times  that  fuiii,  empk)y 
fome  thoufands  of  men,  give  a  comfortable  and  cheap  fubfiftence  to  our  manufacturers,, 
k-jepthe  markets  moderately  reafonablc,  enable  our  manufacturing  towns  to  underfell 
our  rivals,  and  prevent  the  hands,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe,  raifing  infurreftions,  in 
every  year  of  fcarcity,  natural  or  artificial."  '  \ 

In  addition  to  the  above  1  add  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from-Mr.  Travis,  dated  Dec.  21, 
1784,  which  flings  more  light  on  this  interefling  fubjeft.  The  filhery  is  now  on  its  de- 
cline. The  profits  of  fmuggling  having  tempted  molt  of  the  owners  of  cobles  to  quit. 
their  bufinefs,  the  pumber  here  h  reduced  from  thirty  five  cobles  to  feven .  At  Robin 
Hood's  bay  from  forty-five  to  fevei.i^en,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  along  the  coaft. 
At  Scarboroiigh  ai-e  only  lilhermen  to  the  number  mentioned  ;  thofe  ferve  a  regular 
appreniictftiip,  for  it  is  a  pariicular  trade,  and  the  ableft  failors  will  not  venture  in  a 
cobl'j  in  the  llrcam  of  the  tide,    where  the  beft  fifti  only  are  taken. 

The  dame  to  the  tithe nf-fi(h  is  a  great  difcoiiragement;  the  pfefent  worthy  ownerj. 
Sir  Charles  Hotham  Thompfon,  does  not  demand  it,  but  as  the  right  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  courts  of  law,  no  one  dare  venture  to  tnift  to  what  a  iucceffor  may  do.  The 
cobles  are  not  owned  by  the  filhers,  but  hired  from  the  ale-houfe  keepers  at  one  (hil- 
ling and  fix-pence  per  week,  for  the  fear  of  the  tithes  prevents  people  of  fubftance  from. 

•  I,  met  wilh  on  the  (Hjccb  ntai-  Scarborougli,  fmall  fragments  oi  the  Wue  red  coral.     ' 

7  ■  .  engaging. 
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engaging  ^nd  fittii^g  out  large  veflels,  with  which  alone  a  national  6fliery  can  be  carried 
on.  _  " 

At  prefent  the  Dutch  cngrofsall  our  lampreys  for  baits,  and  once  a  fortnight  a  veflel 
fails-  from  the  Humber  with  a  cargo  to  Holland.  Thus  the  Duich  fupply  Holland, 
Germany,  and  even  London  itfelf,'  with  cargoes  of  excellent  filh.  Ireftr  the  readers 
to  my  Arflic  Zoology,  Suppl.  p.  2o„or  Inlroduftion,  Ed.  2d.  p.  Ixxix.  for  an  account 
of  this  valuable  fifhery  ;  and  of  a  very  unjull  attempt  made  by  a  felhfh  few  to  exclude  the 
Dutch  from  fupplying  our  markets  from  their  own  coafts. 

On  difcourfmg  with  fome  very  intelligent  fi(hermen,  I  was  informed  of  3  very  fingu- 
lar  phjenomenon  ihey  annually  obferve  about  the  fpawning  of  filh  •.  At  the  dillance  of 
four  or  five  leagues  from  Ihore,  during  the  mcaithof  July  and  Auguft,  it  is  remarked, 
that  at  the  depth  of  fix  or  feven  fathom  from  the  furface,  the  water  appears  to  be  fatu- 
rated  with  a  thick  jelly,  Jiiled  with  the  ova  of  fifti,  which  reaches  ten  or  twelve  fathoms 
deeper  :  this  is  known  by  its  adhering  to  the  ropes  the  cobles  anchor  with,  when  they  are 
fifliing  ;  for  they  find  the  firft  fix  or  ftven  fathom  of  rope  free  from  fpawn,  the  next  ten 
or  twelve  covered  with  fllmy  matter,  the  remainder  again  free  to  the  bottom.  They  fup- 
pofe  this  gelatinous  ftuff  to  fupply  the  new-born  fry  with  food,  and  that  it  is  alfo  a  pro- 
teftion  to  the  fpawn,  as  being  difagreeable  to  the  larger  filh  to  fwim  in. 

There  is  great  variety  of  fi(h  brought  on  fhore.  Befides  thofe  defcribed  as  Brltilh 
fifli,  were  two  fpecits  of  rays:  the  whip-ray  has  alfo  been  taken  here,  and  another 
fpecies  of  weever ;  but  thefe  are  fubjefls,  more  proper  to  be  referred  to  a  fauna,  than 
an  itinerary,  for  a  minute  defcription. 

The  following  is  a  proof  of  the  valt  quantity  of  fi(h  that  may  be  taken  on  this  coall. 
OnApril  11,177(1,  were  taken  in  one  tide,  by  one  coble,  37  cods,  36  lings,  45 
holibuts,  3  turbots,  befides  a  large  quantity  of  fkates  and  fmall  fi(h ;  which  were  fold 
for  feven  pounds. 

July  loih  left  Scarborough,  and  pafled  over  large  moors  to  Robin  Hood's  bay.  On 
my  road,  obferved  the  vad  mountains  of  alum  Hone,  from  which  that  fait  is  thus  ex> 
trailed  :  It  is  firft  calcined  in  great  heap?,  which  continue  burning  by  its  own  phlogi- 
flon,  after  being  well  fet  on  fire  by  coals,  for  fix,  ten,  or  fourteen  months,  according  to 
the  iize  of  the  heap,  fome  being  equal  to  a  fmall  hill.  It  is  then  thrown  into  pits  and 
fleeped  in  water,  to  extraft  all  the  faline  particles.  The  liquor  is  then  run  into  other 
pits,  where  the  vitriolic  faltsare  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  a  folution  of  the  fal  fods, 
prepared  froTji  kelp  ;  or  by  the  volatile  alkali  of  flale  urine.  The  fuperflous  water 
being  then  evaporated  duly  by  boiling  in  large  furnaces,  the  hquor  is  fet  to  cool  j  and 
hftly,  is  poured  into  large  calks,  to  cryftallize. 

The  alum  works  in  this  country  are  of  fome  antiquity  :  they  were  firft  difcovcred  by 
Sir  Thomas  Chaloncr,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  obferving  the  trees  tinged 
with  an  unufual  colour,  made  him  fufpicious  of  its  being  owing  to  fome  mineral  in  the 
neighbourhood.     He  found  out  that  the  ftrata  abounded  with  an  aluminous  fait. 

At  that  time  the  Englifh  being  ftrangers  to  the  method  of  managing  it,  there  is  a 
tradition  that  Sir  Thomas  was  obliged  to  feduce  fome  workmen  from  the  Pope's  alum- 
works  near  Rome,  then,  the  greateft  in  Europe.  If  one  may  judge  from  the  curfe 
which  his  hohnefs  thundered  out  againll  Sir  Thomas  and  the  fugitives,  he  certainly  was 
not  a  little  enraged  ;  for  he  curfed  by  the  very  form  that  Emulphusf  has  left  us,  and 
not  varied  a  tittle  from  that  moft  comprehenfive  of  imprecations. 

•  Mr.  Olbtck  obr«Tcd  the  fame  fn  S.  Lat.  35, 36,  iff  hit  return  from  Chioa.    The  fcaroen  call  it  the 
flowering  of  the  water.     Vol.  U,  jz, 
f  Vide  Tiiftram  Shandy. 
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The  firft  pits  were  near  Gifborough,  the  feat  of  the  Chaloncrs,  who  ftill  flourlfh 
there,  notwithftanding  his  hoUnefs's  anathema.  The  works  were  fo  valuable  as  to  be 
deemed  a  royal  mine.  Sir  Paul  Pindar,  who  rented  them,  payed  annually  to  the  King 
12,500!.,  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  1640I.,  to  Sir  William  Pennyman  600I.  ;  kept* 
Soo  workmen  in  pay,  and  fold  his  alum  at  26I.  per  ton.  But  this  monopoly  was  de- 
ftroyed  on  the  death  of  Charles  I.  and  the  right  reftored  to  the  proprietors. 

In  thefe  alum  rocks  are  frequently  found  cornua  ammonis,  and  other  foflils,  lodged  in 
a  ftony  nodule.  Jet  is  fometimes  met  with  in  ihin  flat  pieces,  externally  of  the  appear- 
ance of  wood.     According  to  Solinus,  Britain  was  fambus  for  this  foflil  *. 

The  fands  near  Robin  Hood's  village,  were  covered  with  fifh  of  feveral  kinds,  and  with 
peoplewhomet  thecobles  in  order  to  purchafe  theircargo:  the  place  feemed  as  if  a 
great  fifh  fair  had  been  held  there  ;  fome  were  carrying  off  their  bargains,  others  bufied 
in  curing  the  fifti :  and  a  little  out  at  fea  was  a  fleet  of  cobles  and  five-men  boats,  and 
others,  arriving  to  difcharge  the  capture  of  the  preceding  tides  f.  There  are  36  of  the 
firft  beloning  to  this  little  place.  The  houfes  here  make  a  grotefque  appearance,  are 
fcattered  over  the  face  of  a  fteep  cliff  in  a  very  ftrange  manner,  and  fill  every  projefling 
ledge,  one  above  another,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  peafanisin  the  rocky  parts 
of  China.  Sand's  End,  Runwick,  and  Statthss,  three  other  fiOiing  towns  0.1  this  coatl, 
are  (as  I  am  told)  built  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  country  through  this  day's  journey  was  hilly,  thecoaft  high.     Reach 

Whitby,  called  by  the  Saxons,  Streandhalcb,  or  the  bay  of  the  light-houfe,  a  large 
town  oddly  fituated  between  two  hills,  with  a  narrow  channel  running  through  the  mid- 
dle, extending  about  a  mile  farther  up  the  vale,  where  it  widens,  and  forms  a  bay.  I'he 
two  parts  of  the  town  are  joined  by  a  good  draw-bridge,  for  the  conveniency  of  letting 
the  (hipping  pafs.  From  this  are  often  taken  the  viviparous  Blenny,  whofe  back-bone 
is  as  green  as  that  of  the  fea  needle.  The  river  that  forms  this  harbour  is  the  Elk,  but 
its  waters  are  very  inconfiderable  when  the  tide  is  out.  Here  is  a  pretty  briik  trade  in 
fliip-building ;  but  except  that,  a  fmalt  manufaflure  of  fail-cloth,  and  the  hiring  of 
fliips,  as  at  Scarborough,  Hke  that  town,  it  has  fcarce  any  commerce.  It  is  computed, 
there  are  about  270  fliips  belonging  to  this  place.  Of  late,  an  attempt  hae  been  made 
to  have  a  (hare  in  the  Greenland  fiihery  ;  four  fliips  were  fent  out,  and  had  very  good 
fucccfs.  There  are  very  good  dry  docks  towards  the  end  of  the  harbour  j  and  .at  the  - 
mouth  a  moft  beautiful  pier.     At  this  place  is  the  firft  falmon-fifliery  on  the  coaft 

In  1394 prodigious  ftioalsof  herrings  appeared  off  thisport,  which  occafioned  a valt 
refort  of  foreigners,  who  bought  up,  cured  the  fi(h,  and  exported  them  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  natives.  To  prevent  which,  the  King  iffued  a  proclamation,  direfted  to 
the  bailiffs  of  St.  Hilda's  church,  requiring  them  to  put  a  ftop  to  thofe  pradUcea  J; 

On  the  hill  above  the  S.  fide  of  the  town  is  a  fine  ruin  of  St.  Hilda's  church.  The 
fite  was  given  to  that  faint  by  Ofwy,  King  of  Northumberland,  about  A.  D.  65;^ 
poifiblyin  confequence  of  a  vow  he  made  to  found  half 'a  dozen  monafteries,  and  make 
his  daughter  a  nun,  fhould  heaven  favour  his  arms.  At  this  place  was  held,  before 
King  Ofwy,  the  celebrated  controverfy  about  the  proper  feafon  for  keeping  of  Eafter. 
Arcbbilhop  Colman  fupported  one  opinion  from  the  traditions,  which  the  Britons  had 
of  the  example  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift  ;  and  Wilfrid,  on  the  contrary,  drew  his  ar- 

•  Ct%»\'^  hit  f/Tunmui  opiiniufque  ej}  lapU  :  Ji  Jecortm  rtquirai,  nigra  gemmeas  !  Jinalurmnaqad  ar Jit,  ole» 
Ttjias"!"""  •  Ji P""/^"'""  ""rilu  calefaaui  aj>plieita  dilinU,  alque  fiucinum.     C.  Jtxii. 

\  Vrom  hence  the  filh  are  eanied  in  macliinen  to  Derby,  Litclilicld,  Dirminghiim,  and  Worceiler  i  llic 
towns  whicli  lie  beyond  the  Uft  are  fiipplied  from  the  Well  of  Eogland. 

X  Rjmet'iFitdera,  VII.  ;Sa. 
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guments  from  tlie  praftice  of  St.  Peter,  on  ■whom  the  catholic  church  was  founded,  and 
to  whom  were  committed  the  keys  of  heaven.  Ofwy  demanded  of  Colman,  whether 
this  was  true  ?  who  confeffed  it  was.  "  Then,"  fays  His  Majefty,  "  I  will  never  con- 
vtradict  ihe  porter  of  heaven,  left  I  fuffer  by  his  refentment,  when  I  apply  for  ad-  . 
million  *."  St.  Hilda  founded  a  convent  here  for  men  and  women,  dedicated  it  to  St. 
Peter,  and  became  the  firft  abbefs-f.  This  eftablifliment  was  ruined  by  the  excurfions 
of  the  Danes;  but  after  ttie"  conqueft,  was  rebuilt,  and  filled  with  Benedliiines,  by 
William  de  Percy,  to  whom  the  lordfhip  was  given  by  Hugh  Lupue,  Earl  of  Chefter, 
nephew  to  the  conqueror.  In  lefs  enlightened  times  it  was  believed  that  not  a  wild 
goofe  dared  lo  fly  over  this  holy  ground,  and  if  it  ventured,  was  fure  to  fall  precipi- 
tate, and  perifh  in  {he  attempt. 

Went  about  two  miles  along  the  Ihore,  then  turned  up  into  the  country,  a  black  ~ 
and  dreary  moor;  obferved  on  the  right  a  vafl:  artificial  mount,  or  tumulus,  called 
Freeburgh  Hill. 

At  the  end  of  this  moor,  about  three-^niles  from  Giiborough,  is  a  beautiful  view  over 
the  remaining  part  of  Yorklhire,  towards  Durham,  Hartlepool,  and  the  mouih  of  the 
Tees,  which  meanders  through  a  very  rich  trafl:.  The  country  inftantly  affumes  a  new 
face  ;  the  road  lies  between  moft  delightful  hills,  finely,  wooded,  and  the  Httle  vales 
between  them  very  fertile :  on  fome  of  the  hills  are  the  marks  of  the  firft  alum  works, 
which  were  difcovered  by  Sir  Thomae  Chaloner. 

Gifborough,  a  fmall  tOwn,  pleafantly  fituated  in  a  vale  furrounded  at  fome  diftance 
hills,  and  open  on  the  eaft  to  the  Tea,  which  is  about  five  miles  dillant.  It  is  certainly  a 
delightful  fpot ;  but  I  cannot  fee  the  reafon  why  Camden  compares  it  to  Puteoii.  Here 
was  once  a  priory  of  the  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin,  founded  hy  Robert  de  Brus, 
1 129,  after  the  diflblution  granted  by  Edward  VI.  to  the  Chaloners :  a  very  beautiful 
-eaft  window  of  the  church  is  (lill  remaining.  This  priory  was  alfo  embattled  cr  fortified 
in  1375,  by  permiflion  of  Edward  III.  Its  revenue,  according  to  Speed,  was  712I.  6s. 
■66. ;  according  to  Dugdale,  628I.  3s.  4d.  The  town  has  at  prefent  a  good  manufa£ture 
of  fail-cloth. 

The  country  continues  very  fine  quite  to  the  banks  of  the  Tees,  a  confiderable  river, 
which  divides  Yorklhire  from  the  biflioprick  of  Durham.     After  travelling  109  miles 
in  a  ftraight  line  through  the  firft,  enter  Durham,  crofting  the  river  on  a  very  handfome 
'  bridge  of  five  arches,  the  battlements  neatly  pannelled  with  ft  one  ;  and  reach 

Stockton,  lying  on  the  Tees  in  form  of  a  crefcent :  a  handfome  town  ;  a  corporation 
liy  prefcriplion,  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  fix  aldermen  ;  and  is  one  of  the  . 
four  ward  towns  of  the  county.  The  principal  ftrcct  is  remarkably  fine,  being  165 
.  feet  broad  ;  and  feveral  lefler  ftreets  run  into  it  at  right  angles.  In  the  middle  of  the 
great  ftrcet  are  neat  ftiambles,  a  town-houfe,  and  large  aftembly-room.  There 
is  bolides  a  large  fquare,in  which  is  a  hsndfonie  Doric  column  thirty-three  feet  high. 
Ahout  a  century  aj^o,  according  to  Anderfon,  it  had  icarce  a  houfe  that  was  not  made 
•of  cl  .y  and  thatch  ;  but  is  now  a  flourifiiing  place,  having  rofe  on  the  decay  of  trade 
at  Yarum.  Its  manufaclure  is  a  fmall  one  of  fail  cloth  ;  aiid  grcut  quantities  of  corn, 
and  lead  ("from  the  mineral  parts  of  the  country)  are  lent  (iff  from  hence  by  commiflion. 
As  ihc  river  does  not  ;\diuit  of  large  velVels  as  high  as  the  town,  iholo  conimoiliii-s  are 
fent  down  to  be  ftiippod  a'.mut  three  miles  lower.  The  port  is  a  meiiibi-'r  of  that  of 
Newcaftle,  and  has  its  cuftom  houfe  andproper  officers.  The  town  li;;s  at  the  diftance 
of  fix  miles  from"  the  bar  ;  and  the  tide  flows  above  eight  miles  sbove  ihe  bridge. 

•  £cde,  HiR.  £ccl.  lib.iii  cay.  '  -j-  Ofway  wasproptrly  tlie  founder. 

^-,    Stockton  - 
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Stockton  was  anciently  a  chapelry  belonging  to  Norton,  which  by  length  of  time  be- 
came ruinous,  and  toofmall  for  the  increafing  inhabitants.  In  1710,  a  new  church  was 
begun  by  fuWcription  ;  in  1712,  it  was  confecrated  by  biihop  Crew  }  and,  in  1713,  the 
place,  by  aft  of  parliament,  was  made  a  diftind  parifti  from  Norton. 

In  1741,  a  charity-fchool  was  begun  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  which  fucceeded  fo 
well  as  to  maintain  at  prefent  a  mafler,  miftreft,  and  forty  boys  and  girls. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  ftood  the  callle,  founded  (asfome  fay)  by  King  Stephen; 
according  to  others,  by  John.  It  is  reported  to  have  been  a  ftrong  and  elegant  build- 
ing, having  been  the  fummer  refidence  of  (he  bifhop  of  Durham.  Tradition  fays,  that 
King  John  was  entertained  here  by  bifhop  Poidtiers  ;  and  at  this  place  figned  the  charter 
ofNewcaftle.  Biihop  Farnham  died  here,  in  1257.  Bifliop  Kellow  improved  and 
made  great  additions  to  thecaftlej  and  here  biihop  Morton  took  refuge  when  he  fled 
from  the  Scots,  in  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  of  Charles  I.  It  was  Ibid  by  order  of 
parliament,  in  164-,  for  6165T.,  demoUfhed,  and  the  materials  difpofed  of:  what  re- 
mained, is  at  prefent  converted  into  a  barn.  The  demefne  lands  belong  to  the  bifliop, 
and  are  fet  for  600I.  a  year. 

In  1762,  an  aft  pafled  for  building  a  bridge  adhjfe  the  Tees,  to  form  a  communica- 
tion with  Cleveland,  which  wasfiniflied  in  April  1769.  Its  breadth  is  eighteen  feer, 
that  of  the  middle  arch  feventy-two,  three  inches  ;  the  two  next  fixty  ;  the  two  others 
forty-four.     The  expence  of  building  it  was  eight  thoufand  pounds. 

The  faimon  fifliery  is  neglefted  here,  for  none  are  taken  but  what  is  neceflary  to  fup- 
ply  the  country.     Smelts  come  up  the  river  in  the  winter-time. 

Norton,  before  mentioned,  lies  on  the  way  to  Durham,  at  a  fmall  diflance  from 
Stockton.  Here  had  been  an  ancient  collegiate  church,  founded  before  the  year  1227*, 
for  eight  prebendaries,  or  portionifts,  in  the  patronage  of  the  bifliops  of  Durham.  The 
country  from  the  Tees  to  Durham  is  flat,  very  fertile,  and  much  inclofed.  .  Towards 
the  wefl;  is  a  fine  view  of  its  highlands.  Thefe  hills  are  part  of  that  vail  ridge  which 
commences  in  the  north,  and  deeply  divide  this  portion  of  the  kingdom ;  and  on  that 
account  are  called  by  Camden  the  Appenines  of  England. 

The  approach  to  Durham  is  romantic,  through  a  deep  hollow,  clothed  on  each  fide 
with  wood.  The  city  is  pretty  large,  but  the  buildings  old.  Part  are  on  a  plain,  part  , 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill.  The  abby,  or  cathedral,  and  the  caftle,  where  the  bifliop  lives, 
when  he  refides  here,  are  on  the  fummit  of  a  cliff,  whofe  foot  is  waflied  on  two  fides  by 
the  river  Were.  The  walks  on  the  oppofite  banks  are  very  beautiful,  and  welt  kept. 
They  are  cut  through  the  wood,  impend  over  the  river,  and  receive  a  venerable  im- 
provement from  the  caftle  and  ancient  cathedral,  which  foar  above. 

The  laft  is  very  old  t }  plain  without,  and  fupported  within  by  mafTy  pillars,  deeply 
engraved  with  lozenge-like  figures,  and  zig-zag  furrows :  others  are  plain.  The  fiireen 
to  the  choir  is  wood  covered  with  a  coarie  carving.  The  choir  neat,  but  without  or- 
nament. 

The  chapter-houfe  feems  very  ancient,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  theatre.  The  cloifters 
large  and  handfome.  All  the  monuments  are  defaced,  except  that  of  bifliop  Hatfield. 
The  prebendal  houfes  are  very  pleafantly  fituated,  and  have  a  fine  view  backwards. 

There  are  two  handfome  bridges  over  the  Were  to  the  walks ;  and  a  third  covered 
with  houfes,  which  join  the  two  parts  of  the  town.  This  river  produces  faimon,  trout, 
roach,  dace,  minow,  loche,  bulhead,  fticklebacks,  lamprey,  the  leffer  lamprey,  eels, 
fmelt,  and  femlet.    The  laft,  before  they  go  off  to  fpawii,  are  obferved  to  be  covered 

•  Tanner  115.  t  Ecgnnin  1C9J, by  bifhop  Williamde  Carilepho. 
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with  a  white  flime :  they  are  called  here  rack-riders,  becaufe  they  appear  in  innter,  or 
bad  weather :  rack,  in  the  Engliih  of  Shakefpeare's  days,  fignifying  the  driving  of  the 
clouds  by  tempells,  a  word  fill!  retained  here. 

Tliat  which  it  now  a  horfe,  even  with  a  t)y>iigbt  , 

The  lack  dilliinnB,  and  makes  it  iQdiItia& 
Ai  water  i>  in  water. 

Ahtokt  udCLiorATK*,  AA  IV. 

There  is  no  inconliderable  manu&flure  at  Durham  of  fhalloons,  tammies,  flripes^ 
and  callemancoes.  I  had  heard  on  my  road  many  complaints  of  the  ecclefi^ical  go- 
vernment this  country  is  fubjed  to ;  but  from  the  general  face  of  the  country,  it  feems- 
to  thrive  wonderfully  under  it. 

July  2 1 .  Saw  Coken,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Car ;  a  moft  romantic  fituation,  layed  out  with 
great  judgment :  the  walks  are  very  extenfive,  principally  along  the  fides  or  at  the  bot- 
tom of  deep  dells,  bounded  with  vaft  precipices,  finely  wooded ;  and  many  parts  -of  the 
rocks  are  planted  with  vines,  which  I  was  told  bore  well,  but  late.  The  river  Were 
winds  along  the  hollows,  and  forms  two  very  fine  reaches  at  the  place  where  you  enter 
thefe  walks.  Its  wators  are  very  clear,  and  its  bottom  a  folid  rock.  The  view  towal^ds 
the  ruins  of  Finchal-abby  is  remarkably  great ;  and  the  walk  beneath  the  cliff  has  a  mag- 
nificent folemnity,  a  fit  retreat  for  its  monadic  inhabitants..  This  was  once  called  the 
Defert,  and  was  the  rude  fcene  of  the  aufterities  of  St.  Godric,  who  carried  them  to  the 
moft  faifelefs  extravagance  *.  A  fober  mind  may  even  at  prefent  be  afieded  witU 
horror,  at  the  profpe^b  from  the  fummits  of  the  diOs  into  a  darkJbme  and  llupendous 
chafm,  rendered  ftill  more  tremendous  by  the  roaring  of  the  waters  over  its  diitant 
bottom. 

PalTed  through  Chefter-le-Street,  a  fmall  town,  near  which  is  Lumley-cafUe,  the  feat 
of  theEari  of  Scarborough.  The  trad  from  Durham  to  Newcaftle  was  very  beautiful^ 
the  rifmgs  gentle,  and  prettily  wooded,  and  the'  views  agreeable  \  that  on  the  borders 
remarkably  fine,  there  being,  from  an  eminence  not  far  from  the  capital  of  Northum- 
berland, an  extenfive  view  of  a  rich  country,  watered  by  the  co%ly  Tyne.  Go  through 
.  Gatefhead,  crofs  the  bridge,  and  enter 

Newcaftle,  a  large  town,  divided  from  the  former  by  the  river,  and  both  fides  very 
fteep :  the  lower  parts  very  dirty  and  diiagreeable.  The  fides  of  the  river  are  inha^ 
bited  by  keelmen  and  th^  ^milies,  a  mutinous  race ;  for  which  reafon  this  town  ia 
always  garrifoned :  in  the  upper  parts  are  feveral  handfome  well-built  flreets. 

The  great  bufinefe  of  the  place  is  the  coal  trade.  The  collieries  lie  at  different  dif- 
tances,  from  five  to  dghteen  miles  from  the  rjver;  and  the  coal  is  brought  down  lta> 
waggons  along  rail  rouls,  and  difcharged  from  covered  buildings  at  the  e(%e  of  the 

*  St.  Godric  was  born  at  Walpolci  ia  Norfolk,  and  being  an  itinerant  merchant,  got  acquainted  witb 
St.  Cuthbert  at  Fam  !/land.  He  made  three  pilgrimages  to  Jenifalem  ;  at  length  was  warned  by  a  ?ifioa 
to  fettle  In  the  defert  of  FinchaU  He  lived  an  hermitical  life  there  during  65  years,  and  praAifed  unheard. 
ofauAerities;  he  wore  an  iron  flurt  next  hit  fkin  day  and  night,  and  wore  out  three  :  he  mingled  afhei  with 
the  flour  he  made  his  bread  of;  and>  left  k  fhmild  thenbe  ta«  good,  kept  it  three  or  four  months  bcfcHche 
ventured  to  eat  it.  In  winter,  as  well  ai  fummer,  he  pafled  whole  nighta,  up  to  his  chin  in  water,  at  his  de> 
Yoiiont.  Like  St.  Antony,  he  was  often  hunted  by  fiends  in  varioua  fhapen  ;  fometimes  in  form  of  beau- 
tiful damfcls,  fo  nai  vifited  with  eril  cone  Dpi  fee  nee,  which  he  cured  by  rolling  naked-  among  thorns  and 
briars :  hit  body  grew  ulcerated ;  but,  to  encreafe  his  pain,  he  poured  fait  tnto  the  woon£  ;  wrougbe 
wany  miracles,  and  died  1 1.70.  Britannia  facra,  304.  About  left  T'^rs  after  his  deceafe,  a  Bencdi&iae 
priory  of  thirteen  monks  was  founded  tEeie  in  his  honour,  by  Hugh  Fudfey,^  failhop  of  Durham. 

water 
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water  into  the  keels  or  boats  that  are  to  conv^  it  on  fliipboard.  Thefe  boats  are  ftrong, 
clumfy,  and  round,  will  carry  about  45  tons  each ;  fomctimcs  are  navigated  with  a 
'  fquare  fail,  but  generally  are  worked  with  two  vafl  oars.  No  (hips  of  large  burthen 
-  come  up  as  high  as  Newcaftle,  but  are  obliged  to  lie  at  Shields,  a  few  miles  down  the 
-river,  where  ftage- coaches  go  thrice  every  day  for  the  conveniency  of  paffengers.  This 
country  is  mod  remarkably  populous ;  Newcaftle  with  Gateiiiead  contains  near  30,000 
inhabitants ;  and  there  are  at  leaft  400  fail  of  Ihips  belonging  to  that  town  and  its  port. 
The  effeft  'of  the  vaft  commerce  of  this  place  is  very  apparent  for  many  miles  round  ; 
tile  country  is  finely  cultivated,  and  bears  a  moft  thriving  and  opulent  afpefl.    . 

July  1 3.  Left  Newcaftle  j  the  country  in  general  flat  j  pafted  by  a  large  ftone  column 
with  three  dials  on  the  capital,  with  feveral  fcripture  texts  on  the  fides,  here  called  Pigg's 
FoHy,  from  the  founder. 

A  few  miles  further  is  Stannington-bridge,  a  pleafant  village.  Morpeth,  a  fmall  town 
with  a  neat  town-houfe,  and  a  tower  for  the  bel!  near  it.  Some  attempt  was  made  a 
few  years  ago  to  introduce  the  Manchefter  manufefture,  but  without  fuccefs.  Camden 
informs  us,  that  the  inhabitants  reduced  their  town  to  alhes,  on  the  approach  of  King 
John,  A,  D.  I  a  1 6,  out  of^ure  hatred  to  their  monarch,  m  order  that  he  might  not  find 
any  (heiter  there.  But  the  Chronicle  of  Melros,  p.  igo,  affigos  a  more  rational  caufe, 
by  laying  that  the  barons  of  the  country  deftroyed  both  their  own  towns  and  the  ftanding 
com,  in  order  to  diftrcfs  the  king  then  on  his  march  to'  pum'fh  their  revolt. 

The  cafUe.was.feated  on  a  fmall  eminence.  The  remuns  are  little  more  than  the 
gateway  tower.  Thisyortrefs  was  built  by  William  Lord  Grayftock,  in  the  year  1358. 
It  appears  to  have  been  entire  in  the  days  of  Leiand,  and  at  that  time  in  the  pofleflion 
of  Lord  Dacres  *,  who  derived  his  right  from  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Baronefs  of 
Grayftock ;  and  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  conveyed  into  the  family  of  the 
prefent  Eari  of  CarWIe,  by  the  marriage  of  a  daughter  of  Thomas  lAitd  Dacres  with 
Lord  "William  Howard  of  Nawonh  f.  ' 

Between  Morpeth  and  Felton,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  road,  ftands  Cockle  Tower,  au 
ancient  border-houfe  of  the  larger  fize,  fortified  as  the  fad  necelGty  of  the  times  required. 
Mr.  Grofe  tells  us,  that  in  the  time  of  Edward  L  it  belonged  to  the  Bertrams  of  Mitford, " 
perfonsof  much  property  in  this  county; 

This  place  gave  buih  to  William  Tamer,  as  Dr.  Fuller  espreffes  it,  an  excellent 
Latinift,  Grxoan,  orator,  and  poet ;  he  might  have  added  polemic  divine,  charnpion 
and  fuferer  in  the  proteftant  caufe,  phyfician  and  naturalift.  His  botanic  writings  are 
among  the  (irft  we  had,  and  certmnly  the  beftof  them  ;  and  his  criticifms  on  the  birds 
of  Anftotle  and  Pliny  are  veij  judicious.  He  was  the  firft  who  flung  any  light  on  thofe 
fubjefts  in  our  ifland  j  therefore  clames  from  anataralift  this  tribute  to  his  memory  |. 

Fehon,  a  pleafant  village  on  the  Coquet,  which,  fome  few  miles  lower,  difcharges 
ilfelf  into  the  fea,  oppofite  to  a  fmall  ifle  of  the  fame  name,  remarkable  for  the  muTti- 
tndeSof  "water-fowl  that  refort  there  to  breed.  At  Fehon;  the  barons  of  Northumber- 
land did  homage  to  Alexander  11.  King  of  Scotland,  in  1216,  in  the  reign  of  King 
John$.  Coquetiflandwasaplace  of  arms  for  the  royal  party  in  the  time  ol  Charles  I., 
but  was  taken  by  the  Scots,  in  1643,  with  mnch  booty  of  ammunition  and  cattle. 

Near  Felton,  I  had  a  di/lantview  of  Warkworth  caftle,  in  old  times  the  feat  of  the 
Claverings,  by  defcem  from  Roger  Ktz- Richard,  to  whom  it  was  granted  by  Henry  11.  H 
Mr.  Grofe's  elegant  defign  of  it  makes  me  regret  I  did  not  take  a  nearer  view. 

•  Leiand  Itin.  vii.  Ca.  %  Hewa»  born  in  thereign  of  Henry  VIII.  dieflin  isM. 

+  Wallii»  ii.  399.  j  W»Ui3,  ii.  356.  H  Idem,  351. 
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At  Alnwick,  a  fmall  town,  the  traveller  is  difappointed  with  the  fituation  of  the  en- 
virons of  the  cattle,  the  refidence  of  the  Percies,  the  ancient  EarU  of  Northumberland. 
You  look  in  vain  for  any  marks  of  the  grandeur  of  the  feudal  age ;  for  trophies  won  by 
a  family  eminent  in  our  annals  for  military  prowefs  and  deeds  of  chivalry  ;  for  hatia 
hung  with  helms  and  hauberks,  or  with  the  fpoils  of  the  chace  j  for  extcnfive  forefts 
and  venerable  oaks.  You  look  in  vain  for  the  helmet  on  the  tower,  the  ancient  fignal 
of  hofpitaliiy  to  the  traveller,  or  the  grey-headed  porter  to  conduct:  him  to  the  halt  of 
entertainment.  The  numerous  train,  whofe  countenances  gave  welcome  to  him  on  his' 
way,  are  now  no  more  ;  and  inftead  of  the  difmterefled  ufher  of  the  old  times,  he  is  at- 
tended by  a  valet  eager  to  receive  the  fees  of  admittance. 

There  is  a  vaft  grandeur  in  the  appearance  of  the  oulfide  of  the  caftle ;  the  towers 
magnificent,  but  injured  by  the  numbers  of  rude  ftatues  crowded  on  the  battlements.. 
The  apartments  are  large,  and  lately  finiflied  in  the  Gothic  ftyle  with  a  mod  incompa- 
tible elegance.  The  gardens  are  equally  inconfiftent ;  trim  to  the  higheft  degree,  and. 
more  adapted  to  a  villa  near  London,  than  the  ancient  feat  of  a  great  baron.  In  a  word, 
nothing,  excepting  the  numbers  of  uninduflrious  poor  that  fwarm  at  the  gale,  excites. 
any  one  idea  of  its  former  circumftances. 

William  Tyfon,  a  noble  Saxon,  bai'on  of  Alnwick,  fell  on  the  fide  of  Harold  at  the 
battle  of  Haftings.  The  conqueror  bellowed  his  daughter  and  fortune  on  Ivo  de  Vefci. 
In  1310,  a  natural  fon  of  one  of  his  defcendants  was  left  under  the  guardianlhip  of 
Antony  Beke,  bifiiop  of  Durham,  who  betrayed  his  truft,  and  fold  this  barony  to  Henry- 
Lord  Percy.  The  callle  underwent  two  memorable  fieges.  In  1093,  by  Malcolm  III^ 
of  Scotland,  who,  with  his  ioa  Kdward,  loft  iheir  lives  before  it ;  and  in  1 174,  Wil- 
liam I.,  after  a  fruitlefs  fiege,  was  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  near  the  fame  place. 

The  abby  lay  a  little  north  of  the  town  :  nothing  is  left  but  the  fine  fquare  gateway,. 
It  was  founded  by  Eullace  Fitz-John,  in  1 147,  for  Premonftratenfian  canons  *,  and  at 
the  diffolution  fupported  thirteen,  whofe  revenues  were  about  190I..  a  year. 

A  ftage  further  is  Belford,  the  feat  of  Abraham  Dixon,  Efq  ,  a  modem  houfe ;  the 
front  has  a  moft  beautiful  fimpltcity  in  it :  the  grounds  improved  as  far  as  the  art  of 
hiifijandry  can  reach  ;  the  plantations  large-and  flourifhing  :  a  ne*  and  neat  town,  in- 
ftead of  the  former  iftTetched  cottages  j  and  an  induftrious  race,  inftead  of  an  idle  poor,, 
at  prefent  fill  the  eftate. 

On  an  eminence  oh  the  fea-coaft,  about  four  miles  from  Belford,  is  the  very  ancient 
-  caftle  of  Bamborough,  founded  by  Ida,  firft  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  A.  D.  548.  It 
was  called  by  the  Saxons,  Bebbanburh  f,  in  honour  of  Bebba,  Ida's  queen.  It  was  at 
firft  furrounded  with  a  wooden  fence,  and  afterwards  with  a  wall.  It  had  been  of  great 
ftrength  j  the  hill  it  is  founded  on  is  exceffively  fteep  on  all  fides,  and  acceffible  only 
by  flights  of  fteps  on  the  fouth-eaft.  The  ruins  are  ftill  confiderable,  but  many  of  them 
now  filled  with  fand,  caught  up  by  the  winds  which  rage  here  with  great  violence,  and. 
carried  fo  very  diftant  places.  The  remains  of  a  great  hall  are  very  fingular ;  it  had 
been  warmed  by  two  fire-places  of  a  vaft  fize,  and  from  the  top  of  every  window  rua 
-  a  flue,  like  that  of  a  chimney,  which  reached  the  fummits  of  the  battlements.  Thefe 
flues  feem  defigned  as  fo  many  fupernumerary  chimneys,  to  give  vent  to  the  fmoke  that 
the  imraenfe  fires  of  thofe  hofpitable  times  filled  the  rooms  with  :  halls  fmoky,  but  filled 
with  good  cheer,  were  in  thofe  days  thought  no  inconvenience.  Thus  my  brave  coun- 
tryman Howel  ap  Rys,  when  his  enemies  had  fired  his  houfe  about  his  ears,  told  his. 
people  to  rife  and  defend  themfelves  like  men :  *'  For  fhame,  for  he  had  knowne  there; 
as  greate  a  fmoake  in  that  haJl  upon  a  Chriftmas  even  I" 

•  Tanner,  933.  t  Suoo  Chr.  19,  p  Hift.  Gurcdir  fanuty,  1 18. 
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Bamborongh  village  is  now  very  inconfiderable.  It  once  was  a  royal  borough,  and 
fenC  two  members  :  it  was  even  honoured  with  the  name  of  a  (hire,  which  gave  name  to  a 
large  traft  extending  fouthward.  It  had  alfo  three  religious  foundations  ;  a  houfe  of  friers 
preachers  founded  by  Henry  III.,  a  cell  of  canons  regular,  of  St.  Aullin,  and  a  hofpital. 

This  caftle,  and  the  manor  belonging  to  it,  was  once  the  property  of  the  Forllers ; 
but  (on  the  forfeiture  of  Thomas  Forfter,  Efq.  in  1715)  purchafed  by  Lord  Crew, 
bifliop  of  Durham,  and  with  other  confiderable  eftates,  left  vefted  in  iruftees,  to  be 
applied  to  unconfined  charitable  ufes.  Three  of  thefe  truftees  are  a  majority  :  one  of 
them  makes  this  place  his  refidence,  and  blefles  the  coaft  by  his  judicious  and  humane 
application  of  the  prelate's  generous  bequeft.  He  has  repaired  and  rendered  habitable 
the  great  Norman  fquare  tower  :  the  part  referved  for  himfelf  and  family  is  a  large  hall 
and  a  few  fraaller  apartments  j  but  the  reft  of  the  fpacious  edifice  is  allotted  for  pur- 
pofes  which  make  the  heart  to  glow  with  joy  when  thought  of.  The  upper  part  is  an 
ample  granary,  from  whence  com  is  difpenfed  to  the  poor  without  diftinflion,  even  in 
the  deareft'time,  at  the  rate  of  four  (hillings  a  buftel  j  and  the  diftrelTed,  for  many  miles 
round,  often  experience  the  conveniency  of  this  benefaftion. 

Other  apartments  are  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  fhipwrecked  failors;  and  bed- 
ding is  provided  for  thirty,  fliould  fuch  a  number  happen  to  be  caft  on  fliore  at  the  fame 
lime.  A  conftant  patrole  is  kept  every  ftormy  night  along  this  tempeftuous  coaft  for 
above  eight  miles,  the  length  of  the  manor,  by  which  means  numbers  of  lives  have  been 
preferved.  Many  poor  wretches  are  often  found  on  the  ihore  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  > 
but  by  timely  relief  are  foon  brought  to  themfelves. 

It  often  happens,  that  Jhips  flnke  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  rocks  as  to  be  capable  of 
relief,  in  cafe  numbers  of  people  could  be  fuddenly  affembled  :  for  that  purpofe  a  can- 
non *  is  fixed  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  which  is  fired  once,  if  the  accident  happens  in  * 
.  liich  a  quarter  *,  twice,  if  in  another ;  and  thrice,  if  in  fuch  a  place.  By  thefe  fignab 
the  country  people  are  direfled  to  the  fpot  they  are  to  fly  .to;  and  by  this  means 
frequently  preferve  not  only  the  crew,  but  even  the  vefleJ ;  for  machines  of  different 
kinds  are  always  in  readinefs  to  heave  Ihips  out  of  their  perilous  fituation. 

In  a  word,  all  the  fchemes  of  this  worthy  tniftee  have  a  humane  and  ufeful  tendency :. 
he  feems  as  if  feleded  from  his  brethren  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  Spenfer  tells  us  the- 
firft  of  his  feven  beadfmen  in  the  houfe  of  holinefle  was. 

The  firft  of  them,  that  eldeft  waa  and  beft, 

OF  all  the  houfe  had  charge  and  govcnimeat,. 

A>  guiirdian  and  llewardof  thereft : 

Hit  office  was  to  give  entertaioeroent 

And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went  c 

Not  unto  fuch  HB  could  him  feaft  againe 

And  doubly  quite  For  that  he  on  them  Fpent ; 

But  fuch  at  want  of  harbour  did  conllraine  ; 
Thofe,  For  God's  fake,  his  dewty  was  to  cntertaioe  f . 

Oppofite  to  Bamborough  lie  the  Earn  iflands,  which  form  two  groupes  of  UttTe  ifles 
and  rocks  to  the-number  of  feventeen,  but  at  low  waiter  the  points  of  others  appear 
above  the  furface ;  they  are  all  diftinguillied  by  particular  names.  The  nearefl:  ifle  to  the 
fhore  is  that  called  the  Houfe  Illand,  which  lies  exa^ly  one  mile  fixty^eight  chains  from 
tbe  coaft  :  the  moH  dillant  is  about  feren  or  eight  miles.     They  are  rented  for  i6l.  per 

*  Once  belonging  to  a  Dutch  frigate  of  forty  gum  ;  which,  with  all  the  crew,,  wu  lolt  oppoiite  U  thd 
caftle  about  fisty  years  ago. 
t  The  Rev.  Thomas  Sbarpe,  B.  I>. 
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annum:  their  produce  is  kelp,  fome-fsw  feathers,  and  a  few  feals,  which  the  teoant 
watches  and  {\\oots  for  the  fake  of  the  oil  and  fluns.  Some  of  them  yield  a<little  grafs, 
.  and  ferve  to  feed  3  cow  or  two,  which  the  people  are  defperate  enough  to  tranfport  over 
in  their  little  boats. 

July  15.  Vifitedthefeiflands  in  a  coble,  a  lafe  but  feemmgly  hazardous  fpecies  of  boat, 
long,  narrow,  and  ftat-bottomed,  which  is  cap^le  of  going  through  a  high  fea,  dancing 
like  a  cork  on  the  fummits  of  the  waves. 

To»tched  at  the  rock  csiled  the  Meg,  whitened  with  the  dung  of  corvorants  which 
almoft  covered  it ;  their  nefts  were  large,  made  of  tang,  and  excelEvely  foetid. 

Rowed  next  to  the  Hnnacles,  ^n  ifland  in  the  farthell  groupe ;  fo  called  from  fome 
vaft  columnar  rocks  at  the  fouth  end,  even  at  their  fides,  and  fiat  at  their  tops,  and  en- 
tirely covered  with  guillemots  and  (hags  i  the  fowlers  pafe  from  one  to  the  other  of 
thefe  columns  by  means  of  a  narrow  board,  which  they  place  from  top  to  top,  forming 
a  narrow  bridge,  over  fuch  a  horrid  gap  that  the  very  fight  of  it  llrikes  one  with  horror. 

Landed  at  a  fmall  ifland,  where  we  found  the  female  eider  ducks*  at  that  time  fittiag : 
the  lower  part  of  their  nefts  was  made  of  fea<plants ;  the  upper  part  was  formed  of  the 
down  'which  they  pull  off  their  own  breaft^  in  which  the  eggs  were  furrounded  and 
warmly  bedded':  in  fom^  were  three,  in  others  five  eggs,  of  alarge  fize,  and  pale  olive 
colour,  as  fmooth  and  gloffy  as  if  vamifhed  over.  The  nefls  are  built  on  the  beach, 
among  the  loofe  pebbles,  not  for  from  the  water.  The  ducks  fit  very  clofe,  nor  will 
they  nfe  till  you  almoft  tread  on  them.  The  drakes  feparate  themfelves  from  the  f<^ 
males  during  the  breediog  feafon.  We  robbed  a  few  of  their  nefls  of  the  down,  and 
,-after  carefully  feparating  it  from  the  tang,  found  tliat  the  down  of  one  neft  weighed  only 
three  quarters  of  an  ounce,  but  was  fo  eladic  as  to  fill  the  crown  of  the  targeft  hat.  The 
people  of  this  country  call  thefe  St.  Cuthbert's  ducks,  from  the  faint  of  the  iflands  t- 

Befides  thefe  birds,!  obfervedthe  following  :  pufHns,  here  called  torn  noddiis,  auks, 
here  ikouts,  guillemots,  black  guillemots,  tittle  auks,  fhiel  ducks,  fhags,  corvorants, 
lilack  and  white  gulls,  brown  and  white  gulls,  herring  gulls,  which  I  was  told  fed  fome- 
times  on  eggs  of  other  birds,  common  gulls,  here  annets,  kittiwakes  or  tarrocks,  pewit 
gulls,  great  terns,  fea  pies,  fea  larks,  here  brokets,  jackdaws  which  breed  in  rabbet-holes, 
rock  pidgeons,  rock  larks. 

The  terns  were  fo  numerous,  that  in  fome  places  it  was  difficult  to  tread  without ' 
crulhing  fome  of  the  eggs. 

The  lafl  ifle  I  vifited  was  the  Houfe  Ifland,  the  fequeflered  fpot  where  St.  Cuthbert 
pafled  the  two  la(t  years  of  his  life.  Here  was  afterwards  ellablifhed  a  prioiy  of  Bene- 
'  diOJnes  fcM*  fix  or  eight  monks  fubordinate  to  Durham.  A  fquare  tower,  the  remains 
of  a  church,  and  fome  other  buildings,  are  to  be  feen  there  Itill ;  and  a  ftone  coffin, 
which,  it  is  pretended,  was{hat  of  St.  Cuthbert.  At  the  north  end  of  the  ifle  is  adeep 
chafm,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  communicating  to  the  fea,  through 
which,  in  lempefluous  weather,  the  water  is  forced  with  vail  violence  and  noife,  and 
forms  a  Rnejet  d*eau  of  fixty  feet  high  :  it  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  oppofite 
coaft  the  Chum. 

Reached-fliore  through  a  mofl:  turbulent  rippling,  occafioned  by  the  fierce  currmit  of 
the  tides  between  the  iflands  and  the  coafl. 

*  Vide  Br.  Zuot  ti.  No.  371.  Il»vet>ccn  iofonned  thatthev  alio  breed  on  lach-Cotm,  hi  the  Firth 
of  Forth. 

f  I  muft  here  acknawledge  my  obligationi  to  Jofeph  Bank»,  Efq.  who,  previoui  to  hit  circumiUTigation, 
^erallf  permitted  my  artift  u  take  cojiict  of  hit  valuable  cottcftion  of  Zoologic  drawingi ;  anuingft  othert, 
thofe  of  the  cider  ducki. 

Jul/ 
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July  17.  Purfiied  my  journey  northward.  Saw  at-a  diftance  the  Cheviot  hills; 
on  which,  I  was  informed,  the  green  plovers  breed ;  and  that,  during  winter,  flocks  In- 
numerable  of  the  great  bramblings,  or  Ihow-flakes,  appear;  the  mbfl  fouthem  place 
of  their  migration  in  large  companies. 

The  country  almoft  woodlefs,  there  being  but  one  wood  of  any  confequefice  between 
Bedford  and  Berwick.  Saw  on  the  left  another  antient  tower,  which  (hewed  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  times,  when  it  was  unhappily.  necelTary,  on  thefe  borders,  for  every  houfe 
to  be  a  fortrefs. 

On  the  right,  had  a  view  of  the  fea,  and,  not  remote  from  the  land  of  Lindesfam, 
or  Holy  Ifland,  once  an  epifcopal  feat,  afterwards  tranflated  to  Durham.  On  it  are 
the  ruins  of  a  cadle  and  a  church.  Mr.  Grofe  has  given  an  entertaining  and  ample 
hiftory  of  thet  place :  and  has  informed  me,  that  the  ruins  are  fine  remains  of  the  Saxon  '  , 

mafly  architcfture.     Its  firft  bifliop  was  Aidan  in  6^^.     In  fome  parts  of  the  ifland  are 
abundance  of  entrochi,  which  are  called  by  the  country  people  St.  Cuthbert's  beads. 

After  a  few  miles  riding,  have  a  full  view  of  Berwick,  and  the  river  Tweed  wind- 
ing weftward  for  a  confiderable  way  up  the  coiintry  ;  but  its  banks  are  without  any  par- 
ticular charms  *,  being  almoft  woodlefs.  The  river  is  broad,  and  has  over  it  a  bridge 
of  fixteen  very  handfome  arches,  efpecially  two  next  the  town. 

Berwick  is  fortified  in  the  modem  way ;  but  is  much  contrafted  in  its  extent  to 
what  it  was  formerly  ;  the  old  caflle  and  works  now  lying  at  fome  diltance  beyond  the 
prefent  ramparts.  The  barratks  are  large,  and  confift  of  a  center  and  two  wings. 
On  the  ceffion  of  this  place,  as  one  of  the  fecurities  for  the  payment  of  the  ranfom  of 
William  I.  of  Scotland,  (according  to   the  Polychronicon  of  Durham,   tjuoted  by  i 

Camden)  the  caflle  (now  a  ruin)  was  built  by  Henry  II.  That  politic  prince  knew 
the  importance  of  this  key  to  the  two  kingdoms.  I  imagine  it  had  been  little  under- 
ftood  before  the  reign  of  his  illuflrious  prifoner :  for  about  feventy  years  preceding, 
Edgar,  one  of  his  predeceflbrs,  had  prefented  this  place,  with  the  lands  of  Coldingham, 
'  to  the  abby  of  Durham  f.  From  the  time  of  its  celTion  to  the  Scots  by  Richard  I. 
it  for  near  three  centuries  became  an  objeft  of  contention  between  the  two  nations  : 
but  in  1482,  the  laft  year  of  Edward  IV.,  was  finally  wrefted  from  Scotland.  By  a 
convention  between  Edward  VI.  and  the  Queen  Regent  J,  it  was  declared  a  free  town, 
if  fo  it  conld  be  called,  while  the  garrifon  and  cattle  remained  in  the  power  of  the 
Englifh.  James  I.  of  England  confirmed  to  it  the  privileges  granted  to  it  by  Edward  IV. 
It  remained  a  place  independent  of  both  kingdoms,  under  its  proper  jurifdiftion,  till 
1747,  when  the  legiflature  annexed  it  to  England.  The  lands  belonging  to  it,  or 
what'are  called  Berwick  Bounds,  are  about  8000  acres. 

The  religious  had  five  convents,  all  founded  by  the  Scottifh  monarchs.  Here  were 
Mathurines,  Dominicans,  and  Francifcans,  and  two  nunneries,  one  of  Benediflines, 
another  of  Ciflertians§.  The  church  was  built  by  Crotowell,  and,  according  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  builder,  vrithout  a  fteeple.  Even  in  Northumberland,  (towards  the  bor- 
ders) the  fleeples  grow  lefs  and  lefs,  and  as  it  were  forewarned  the  traveller  that  he 
was  fpeedily  to  take  leave  of  epifcopacy.  The  town-houfe  has  a  large  and  handfome 
modern  tower  to  it :  the  ftreets  in  general  are  narrow  and  Tjad,  except  that  in  which 
the  town-houfe  Ilinds. 

Abundance  of  wool  is  exported  from  this  town:  eggs  in  vaft  abundance'  col- 
leded  through  all  Uie  country,  almofl  as  far  as  Carlifle :    they  are  packed  up  in 

•  Th<  beautiful  banks  of  the  Tweed  verify  the  old  fong  from  Melrot  to  Coldllream. 
f  Anderfoo'B  Diplom.  No.  IV.  %  Kymer.  XV.  265. 

§  Keith,  243.  270.  274.  280.  281. 
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boxes,  with  the  thick  end  downwards,  and  are  fent  to  London  for  the  ufe  of  fugar 
refiners. 

The  falmon  fifheries  here  are  very  confiderable,  and  Ukewife  bring  m  vaft  fumsj 
they  lie  on  each  fide  the  river,  and  are  all  private  property,  except  thofe  belonging  to 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  which,  in  rent  and  tythe  of  fifli,  bring  in  450I.  per 
ann.  for  all  the  other  fiflieries  are  liable  to  tythe.  The  common  rents  of  thofe  are 
50I.  a  year,  for  which  tenants  have  as  much  (hore  as  ferves  to  launch  out  and  draw 
their  nets  on  Ihore  :  the  limits  of  each  are  ftaked  ;  and  I  obferved  that  the  fifliers  never 
failed  going  as  near  as  poflible  to  th«r  neighbour's  limits.  One  man  goes  off  in  a 
fmall  flat.bottomed  boat,  fquare  at  one  end,  and  taking  as  large  a  circuit  as  his  net  ad- 
mits, brings  it  on  (hore  at  the  extremity  of  his  boundary,  where  others  affift  in  landing 
it.  The  bell  fifliery  is  on  the  fouth  fide  •  :  very  fine  falmon  trout  are  often  taken  here, 
which  come  up  to  fpawn  from  the  fea,  and  return  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  falmon  do. 
The  chief  import  is  timber  from  Norway  and  the  Baltic. 

AlnioH  immediately  on  leaving  Berwick,  enter 

SCOTLAND, 

in  the  fliire  of  Merch,  or  Mers  f-  A  little  way  from  Berwick,  on  the  weft,  is  Halydon- 
hiii,  famous  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Scots  under  the  regent  Douglas  by  Edward  II. 
on  the  attempt  of  the  former  to  raife  the  fiege  of  the  town.  A  cruel  aftion  blafted 
the  laurels  of  the  conqueror  :  Seton,  the  deputy  governor  J,  ftiputaled  to  furrender  in 
fifteen  days,  if  not  relieved  in  that  time,  and  gave  his  fon  as  hoftage  for  the  perform- 
"  ance.  The  time  elapfed  ;  Seton  refufed  to  execute  the  agreement,  and  with  a  Roman 
unfeelingnefs  beheld  the  unhappy  youth  hung  before  the  wails. 

The  entrance  into  Scotland  has  a  -very  unpromifing  look  ;  for  it  wanted,  for  fome 
miles,  the  cultivation  of  the  parts  more  diftant  from  England  :  but  the  borders  were 
neceffarily  neglefted  ;  for,  till  the  acceflion  of  James  VI.  and  even  long  after,  the  na- 
tional enmity  was  kept  up,  and  the  borders  of  both  countries  dtfcouraged  from  im- 
provements by  the  barbarous  inroads  of  each  nation.  This  inattention  to  agriculture 
continued  till  lately  ;  but  on  reaching  the  finall  village  of  Eytown,  the  fcene  was  greatly 
altered  ;  the  wretched  cottages,  or  rather  hovels  of  ihe  country,  were  vanifhing  j  good 
comfortable  houfes  arife  in  their  ftead  ;  the  lands  are  mclofing,  and  yield  very  good 
barley,  oats,  and  clover;  the  banks  are  planting :  I  fpeak  in  the  prefent  tenfe;  for 
there  is  ftiU  a  mixture  of  the  old  negligence  left  amidfl:  the  recent  improvements,  which 
look  like  the  works  of  a  new  colony,  in  a  wretched  impoveriflied  country. 

Soon  after  the  country  relapfes ;  no  arable  land  is  feen ;  but  for  four  or  five  miles 
fucceeds  the  bbck  joylefs  heathy  moor  of  Coldingham :  happily,  this  is  the  whole  fpe- 
cimen  thjt  remains  of  the  many  miles,  which,  not  many  years  ago,  were  in  the  fame 
dreary  unprofitable  ftate.  Near  this  was  the  convent  of  that  name  'immortalized  by 
the  heroifm  of  its  nuns ;  who,  to  preferve  themfelves  inviolate  from  the  Danes,  cut 
off  their  lips  and  nofes ;  and  thus  rendering  themfelves  objects  of  horror,  were,  in 
870,  vtith  their  abbefs  Ebba,  burnt  in  the  monaftery  by  the  difappointed  favages.  In 
1216,  it  was  burnt  again  by  lUngJohn,  in  an  inroad  little  le&  crucJ. 

*  For  a  Tuller  account  of  this  fifhery,  vide  Britllh  Zoology,  llf.  No.  153.  To  it  may  aUb  be  added, 
that  m  ihe  middli;  of  the  li^er,  nat  a  mile  weft  of  the  town',  is  a  Urge  ftone,  on  which  a  man  it  placed,  to  ob- 
i«-ve  wtiat  is  called  the  reck  of  th«  falmsn  coming  up, 

f  BoethiuB  faya,  that  in  hi»  time  buftards  were  tound  in  tfait  county  j  but  they  arc  now  extirpated ; 
but  the  hiftorian  calls  them  guftardes.     Drfc.  Scot.  7. 

J  Keith,  the  governor,  having  a  little  before  left  the  place,  in  order  to  excilc  Archibidd  Douglas,  regent 
of  Scotland,  to  attt.iiipt  to  raife  the  liege. 
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^  Thk  nunceiy  vias  the  oUteft  in  Scbtlaod.  For  in  this  pisce  the  Virgia*vife  ElfieU 
dreda  took  the  veil  in  670 :  but  by  the  antient  name,  Coluduio  *,  it  Aioald  feem  that 
it  had  before  been  inhabited  by  the  religious  called  CuldccR.  After  its  deflru3ion  by 
the  Danes,  it  lay  deferted  till  the  year  1.098,  when  Edgar  founded  on  its  fitea  priory 
of  SeoediSbes,  in  honour  of  St.  Cathbeit  j  andbeftowed  it  ontliemonksof  Durhaiq, 
mth  all  lands,  waters,  wrecks^  tec.  f.     ■  .      '         ■    '      •  ' 

'At  the  end  of  the  moor  came  at  cmce  in  fight  of  die  Fh-th  of  Forth,  the  Bod^ia  of 
Ptolemy  J ;  a  mod  extenfive  profpeft  of  the  great  arm  of  tlie  fea,  of  the  rich  country 
«f  Eaft.  Lottsan,  the  Bafs  Ifle. ;  and  at  a^ftance  the  ifle  of  May,  the  coaO:  of  th&county 
of  Fife,  and  the  country  as  ^  as  Montrofe. 

-  'After  going  down-aloDgdcfceat,  dine'at  Old  ^CambUs,  af  a' mean  houfe  in  a  poor 
village.;:  where  (batiere  tbebrd  of-the  foil  is  often  execrated  iff^he-vreary  traveltcr, 
for  not-en^lmg  the  tenant  to  fumiQi  more  comfortable  accommodations  in  fo  coti- 
fidenble  a  thoroughfare;  I  have  been  told  by  an  anonymous"  correfpondent  § ,  that  ttR 
proper  name  of  this  place  is  Ah  Camus,  or  the  place  where  a  rivulet  falls  iftto  a  bay. 
He  alfo  added,  that  a  good  inn  has,  of  late  years,  been  built  about  a  mile  eaftwird  of 
the  place.  •     -        ■ 

*  The  country. becomes,  now  extremely  fine;  bounded  ac  a  dillance,'  oa  one'fid^,  try 
hills,  on  the  other,  by  the  fea  :  the  intervening  fpice  is  as  rich  a  traft  of  asm  iand  as 
i  ever  Sus ;  for Eafl'Lctthian  is  the  Northamptonlhit-e  of  N(»-th  B^it^n :  ihe'land  h  in 
many  places  manured  with  fea  tang  ;  but  I  was  informed,  that-  the  ^at4ey  produced 
from  it  is  much  ligfatd*  than  barley  m>m  other  manure.  '     -     ;  ■  ^      - 

On  the  fide  of  the  bills,  onthe  Idt,  is  Sir  John  Hall's,  of  Dung^s ;  a.  (intfTituati,  ' 
vith  beautiful,  plantations.  PaJs  by  Broxmouth,  a  large  houfe  of-  tbt  Duke  of  Ro:t- 
bnxgh,  in  a  low  fpot,  with  great  woods  furrounduig  it.     Reach  ■    '  >  ■■ 

Donbar:  the  chief  ftreet  broad  and  handfome;-the  houfes  built  of  ftone;  adisth'e 
cafe  wkh  moft  of  the  toiwzis  in  Scotland.  There  are  fome  fhips  feot  anUaHy  from  thfs 
place  tt>  Greenland,  and  the  exports  of  corn  arc  pretty  confiderable.  The.harbooris 
fefe  biit  fmall ;  its  'emrance  narrow,  and  bounded  by  two  rocks.  ■  Between  the'  har- 
bour and  the  caAle  is  a  very  furpriflngftratum  of  ilone,  jn  fome  refpe£^  refetnbling 
ibkt  of  the  Qiant's  Caufeway  in  Ireland :  it  confifts  of  great  columns  of  a  red  grit 
ftone,  either  triangular,  quadrangular,  pentuigutar,  or  hexailgular ;  their  diameter 
irom  ooe  to  two  feet,  their  length  at  low  water  thirty,  dipjHng  or  iiiclining^  a-  Httle  to 
thfrfoutb.  ■         ' 

They  are  jranted,  but  not  foregularly,  or  fo  plainly,  a»thofe  that  form  the.GiantV 
Caufeway.  The  furface  of  feveral  that  had  .been  torn  otf,  appear  Ets  a  pavemeTA  o!f 
numbeis-  of-  convex  ends,  probably  anfwering  to  the  concave  bottorts  of  o(h&r  joints 
once  incundieDt  on  them.  The  fpace  between  the  columns  was  tilled  with  thin  fcptk 
of  red  and  white  fpanj  nutt<r,  and  "veine  of  the  fame  pervaded  the  cohimns  trant 
verfely.  This  range  of  cohunnsr  fdcc9-the  north,  with  a  point  to  the  ez%  and  extendi 
in  front  about  two  hundred  yardst  The  breadth  is  inconfiderable :  the  reft  of  the  rock 
degenerates  into  (hapelefs  mxR&  of-the  fame  fort  of  (lone,  iFregularly  divided  by  thiiilE 
fepia.    This  rock  is  called  by  the  peofde  of  Dunbar,  the  Ifla  _' 

*  Beic,  lib.  W-c.  19..  ,     +  Ando&B'sDJpL  Na'iV 

t  Booolria  of  Tacitus,  vho  defcribes  the  two  Firths  of  Clyde  and  Forth,  and  the  interreniiig  ifthmut, 
with  much  propriety  ;  fpeaking  jof  tbe-fsixth  /iimmrr  Agtkahrtiad  pafled  in  Britaio'i  and  hewconwenjcnt 
he  fonnd  this  rarrow  trad  for  Ihutting  opt  the  enemy  by  hwfoilrcflea,  he  fays,  Mii*,'GIota  ( Ficlh  of  C^i/f) 

it  Bodatria,  ^-cnfiBiarli  tjluper  iiamfnfam  rcvtSlt  angujh  .Urranim /[alio  dirmtrnttir.  ..Vit-Agr-  ,      j 

^  Sent  to  me  by  poll,  wittiout  date  of  time  or  place. 
VOL.  IIU  ~    B.  -  Oppofite 
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Oppolite  are  the  nuns  of  the  caftle,  feated  on  a  rod:  above  the  fea ;  undetneaitft 
'  one  part  is  a  vail  caTern,  UHnpofed  o£  a  black  and  red  ftooe^  which  gives  it  a  moft 
infernal  appearance ;  a  fit  reprefectation  of  the  pit  of  Acheron',  and  wanted  only  to  be 
peoj}Ied  vith  witches  to  make  the  icene  complete ;  it  appears  to  ,have  been  the  dun- 
geon,  there  being  a  formed  paflfage  from  above,  where  the  poor  priibners,«ai]rht  have 
been  let  down,  according  to  the  barbarous  cuftism  of  war  in  eany  days,  loere  are 
in  fome  parts,  where  the  rock  did  not  clofe,  the  remains  of  walls,  for  the  c^>eamgs 
are  oaly  natural  fifliires}  but  the  founders  of  the  cafUe  taking  advant^e  of  tms 
cavity,  adding  a  little  art  to  it,  rendered  it  a  moll  complete  and  Jecure  pri* 
Ion. 

On  the  other  fide  sri  two  natural  arches,  through  which  the  dde  Sowed ;  under 
me  was  a  fragment  of  wall,  where  there  feeras  to  have  been  a  postal  for  the  admiffiod 
d^  men  or  proviii6ns  from  fea :  through  which  it  is  probable  that  Alexander  Ramfay, 
,in  a  {lormy  night,  rei&fbrced  the  garrifon,  in  fjute  of  the  fleet  which  lay  before  the  ' 
fhctt  whin  cbfely  befieged  by  the  EngliHi,  in  1337,  and  gallantly  defended  for 
nineteea  weeks  by  that  heroine  Black  Agnes,  Countefs  of  March  *. 

Through  one  of  thefe  arches  was  a  mod  pi^lurefque  view  of  the  Bafs  Ifle, 
irith  the  fun  fetting  in  fiill  fplendor ;  through  the  other,  of  the  May  ifland,  ^t 
Ity  its  beams.  - 

Over  the  ruins  of  a  window  were  the  three  legs,  or  anns  of  the  lile  of  Man,  a  lion 
nmpant,  and  a  St.  AiulreVs  crofs. 

In  the  church  is.  die  magiuficent  monument  of  Sb*  George  Hume,  Eari  of  Dunbar, 
the  woithieft  and  heft  Scotch  mioifler  of  James  VI.  till  he  chofe  his  favourites  for 
their  perfbnal,  iaftead  of  their  intelledual  accompliOiments :  moderate,  prudent,  and 
fucce&ful  in  the  \nanagemenc  of  the  Scotch  zSairs :  and,  as  Spotfwood  remarks, 
**  a  man  of  deq>  wit,  few  words,  and  in  His  Majefty's  fervice  no  lefs  faithfotl  than  for- 
tunate :  the  moft  difficile  affairs  he  compalTed  without  any  noife  {'and  never  returned 
.when  he  was  employed  without  the  work  performed  that  he  was  fent  to  do :"  to  his 
hoocH',  he  recommended  the  temperate,  firm,  Tied  honeft  Abbot  to  the  fee  of  Canter-  " 
bury,  and  by  his  afSftance  gave  peace  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  too  foon  interrupted 
by  uieir  deaths.  Dunbar's  meiit  is  evident ;  for  the  weakneffes  and  the  infamy  of  bis 
midter's  rei^  did  not  commence  during  the  period  of  his  power. 

The  monument  is  a  large  and  beautiful  ftni&ure  of  marble,  decorated  with  anp^ 
figures,  and  fiuted  pillars.  The  Earl  is  repref«ited  in  armour,  kneeling,  with  a  cloak 
bw^g  loofely  on  him.  The  infcription,  imports  no  more  than  his  titles  and  the  day 
of  his  death,  January  apth,  1610.  . 

Near  this  town  were  foueht  two  battles  fatal  to  the  Scots.  The  firft  m  I20  ( 
«hen  the  Earl&of  Surrey  and  Warwick,  generals  of  Edwtfd  I.  defeated  the  army  of 
Baliol,  took  the  caftle,  and  delivered  the  nolinlity  they  found  in  it  to  the  EngGih  mo- 
narcbi  who  with  his  ufual  cruelty,  devoted  them  all  to  death. 

The  other  was  the  celebrated  victory  of  Cromwell,  in  1 650 ;  when  the  covenanting 
army  chofe  rather  to  fight  under  the  direction  of  the  miniiters  than  the  command  <u 
their  generals :  and  the  event  was  Correfpondent.  Thefe  falTe  |H-q}hets  gave  thetroo|)S 
aflurapce  of  vidory  i  and  many  of  them  fell  in  die  fight  with  the  lying  fpirit  in  their 
mouths.     Cromwell  had  the  appearance  of  enthufiafm  )  they  the  teality ;  for  when  die 

*  Bnchanu,  lib.  ix.  c.  ig.  The  En^lh  ncre  oUwcd  to  defift  from  thn'r  enterprize.  Agon  wu 
cUcA  diurtter  of  Sir-Thomu  Randal,  crt  StraJawii,  Earl  of  Mumy,  and  nqihcw  to  Robctt  Knicc.  She 
wii  called  Black  AgAcs,  fayr  R,«bnt  Uudefajr,  becaufe  Ac  waa  bIick-&iBa«d 

S  .  artful 
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«rt(bt  ttforper  hv  thdr  troops  dercend  from  the  haghts  from  whence  they  might  with- 
out 2  blow  have  ftarved  the  whole  £nglilh  army,  he,  with  a  well-founded  confi- 
dence, exclaimed.  The  Lord  hath  dblivered  them  into  our  hands.  Cromwell 
at  that  inftant  was  in  the  fituation  of  Hannibal  before  the  battle  of  Cannx.  The  ex- 
vlution  of  the  Carthaginian  was  the  £ime,  delivered  indeed  by  his  hillorian  wit)* 
greater  eloquence*.  ^^  /\ 

But  the  caftle  has  been  the  fcen^B^ery  different  tranfa^oas.    hi  1567  it  wasinA 
poflelfion  of  the  infamous  Lari  Bn^pi,  who  here  committed  thefimuhted  outrage  |  • 
on  the  perfon  of  the  fair  Miuy  Stuart;  fhe  certainly  feems  to  have  had  fbrdcnowledge  \ 
of  the  violence ;  and  the  affront  (he  fuftained  was  but  a  pignut  direptum  male  pertinad.    L 
Here  alfo  the  Earl  retreated,  after  being  given  up  by  his  miftrefs  at  the  capitulation  of    % 
_  Carbeny-fiiil ;  and  from  hence  he  took  his  departure  for  his  long,  but  merjted  raifery. 

In  tius  town  was  a  omveht  of  Mathurines,  founded  b^  Patrick  Earl  of  Dunbar  and 
March,  in  iai8 ;  and  anotha"  of  CarmeHtes  or  white  fners,  in  1263.     • 

July  18.  Rode  within  Hght  of  Tantallon  caftle,  now  a  wretched  ruin ;  once  the 
feat  01  tfie-powerful  Archibald  Douglas,  Earl  of  Angus,  which  for  fome  time  refilled 
all  the  efforts  of  James  V.  to  fubdue  \u 

A  little  further,  about  a  mile  from  the  fiiore,  lies  the  Bafs  Iflind,  or  radier  rock,  of 
a  moft  flupendous  hdght ;  on  the  fouth  fide  the  top  appears  of  a  conic  fhape,  but  the 
other  overhangs  the  lea  in  a  mofl  tremendous  manner.  The  caftle,  which  was  oace> 
the  fiate  prifon  of  Scotland,  is  now  negleded  ;  it  lies  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  picdpice, 
fadng  the  little  village  (tf  GalUeton ;  where  I  took  boat,  ifli  order  to  vific  this  0agular 
fpot  J  but  the  weather  proved  unfavourable ;  the  wind  blew  fo  frefh,  and  the  waves 
ran  fo  high,  that  it  was  impofHble  to  attempt  landuig ;  for  even  in  calmer  weather  it 
cannot  be  done  without  hazard,  there  being  a  Qeep  rock  to  afcend,  and  conunonly^  a 
great  fwell,  which  often  removes  the  boat,  while  you  are  fcaUng  the  precipice  \  fo,  ia 
cafe  6£  a  ^e  ftep^  there  is  the  chance  of  felling  into  a  water  almoft  unfathomable.  , 

My  anonymous  friend  tells  me  that  this  rock  has  die  appearance  of  bdng  volcanic, 
and  that  it  confifts  of  two  mafles  caft  up  together,  but  lo  irregulariy Jdned,  that  he 
knew  a  pofon  who  fome  years  ago  had  actually  crept  through  the  pulag?  irtuch  ran 
from  north  to  fouth. 

Various  forts  of  water  fowl  repair  annn^  to  this  rock  to  breed ;  but  none  m 
ereUer  numben  than  the  gannets,  or  Soland  geefe,  multitttdes  of  which  were  then  ftt> 
ong  on  thnr  nefts;  near  the  Hopii^  part  of  the  iile,  and  otho^  flying  over  oor  boat :  it 
jsnot  permitted- b>  (boot  A  them,  the  pboe  being  fermed  prindpally  oa  account  of  the 
profit  arifing  frtnn  the  fale  of  d)e  y6ung  of  thefe  binb,andofthekimwake,afpede8of 
guH,  lb  called  from  its  cry.  The  firft  are  fold  at  Edinburgh  t  fisr  twenty-penctf  i{>iec<» 
and  ferved  up  roaited  a  little  before  dinner.  This  ia  the  only  kind  of  provffiion  irii^e 
price  has  not  been  advanced ;  for  we  learn  from  Mr.  Ray,  that  tC  was  equally  dear 
above  a  century  ago  (.  It  is  uimece&y  to  fay  more  of  diis  ungular  bird,  asithasbeea 
very  fuUy  treated  of  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Britilh  Zoology. 

With  much  difficulty  hnded  at  North  Berwick,  three  miles  diffont  from  Caftlet(»|, 
&e  place  ve  intended  to  return  to.  .  The  firft  is  a  (mall  town  plealantly  feated  near  a 

•  NrbtMi  Kb-'M.  c.  i%. 

+  SeiAK  Gooii.— Therentobe&Ubr  JolnWulaiitJiiB.  athkOiadat  tiwPoi4trr,  EdtobaiK^ 
d  bwAil  dty*  tn  the  week,  wind  nd  wctther  urriag,  good  tad  frcll  Solaa  gcdSr.  Aof  wh»  fuTc  occa- 
Am  (as  tlu  bxe*  mty  km  tknh  M  icafeiMiUc  rtu*. 

Aug.  {.  i7<l.  EsutnaM  Apritruia. 

.1  Kn»a  Itiaowca,  19a. 
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li     -  psmnant'«  touk  m  ^otl^md^ 

high  conic  hill,  partly  planted  with  trees ;  U  is  feen  at  a  great  diAance,-  and  is  caHei^ 
North  Berwick  Law :  a  name  given  to  feveral  otber  high  hills  in  this  part  of  the 
illand. 

Pafs  through  Abberladie  and  Pre^on  Pans :  the  lad  takes  its  name  from  its  fah  pans, 
there  being  a  confiderable  work  uf  that  article ;  alfo  another  of  vitriol.  Saw  at  a  fmall  ' 
diftance  the  field  ofbattIe,or  rather  of  carnage,  known  by  the  name  of  the  battle  of  Prefton 
Pans,  where  the  rebels  gave  a  leffon  of  feverit^^^hich  was  more  than  retaliated  the 
following  fpring  at  Culloden.  Obferved,  in  thil^Bays  ride  (I  forget  the  fpot)  Seaton, 
the  once  princely  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Wintoun,  now  a  ruin ;  judiciouQy  left  in  that  (late, 
as  a  proper  remembrance  of  the  fad  fate  of  thofe  who  engage  in  rebellious  politics. 

Pinkie  and  Carberry-hill  tie  a  little  we(l  of  the  road,  a  few  miles  from  Edinburgh  ; 
each  of  them  famed  in  hiftory.  The  firft  noted  for  the  fatal  overthrow  of  the  Scots 
under  their  Regent,  the  Earl  of  Arran,  on  September  the  loth,  i547,by  theProteaor, 
Duke  of  Somerfet.  Ten  thoufand  Scots  fell  that  day  :  and  by  this  rough  courtfbip, 
Blary  Stuart,  then  in  her  minority,  was  frightened  into  the  arms  of  the  Dauphin  of 
France,  inftead  of  fliaring  the  crown  of  England  with  her  amiable  coufin  Edward  VK 
Twenty  years  sifter,  Carberry-hill  proved  a  fpot  ftill  ntore  pregnant  with  misfortunes  to 
this  imprudent  priiicefs.  Her  army,  in  1 567,  occupied  the  very  cainp  pofftfled  by  the 
EoKli/h  before  the  battle  of  Pinkie.  Here,  with  the  proSigate  BothweU,  ilic  hoped  to 
make  a  Hand  againft  her  infurgent  nobles.^  Her  forces^  terri&ed  with  the  badnefs  of 
the  caufe,  declined  the  fight.  She  furrendered  to  the  conlFederates  j  while  her  hulbandj 
by  the  connivance  of  Morton  and  others,  partakers  of  his  crimfS,' retired,  and  efcapet) 
bis  merited  punlfhineDt. 

At  Mu0elburgh,  crofs  the  Elk-near  its  mouth.  There  are  great  marks  of  improve- 
ment on  approaching  the  capita) ;  the  roads  good,  the  country  very  populous,  numbers 
of  manufadures  carried  on,and  the  profpe£l:  embelliHied  with  gentlemen's  feats.  Reach 

Edinburgh  *. — A  city  that  poflelTes  a.  boldnefs  and  grandeur  of  fituation  beyond  any 
that  1  had  ever  feen.  It  is  buiU  oa  t}]^  «dges  and  fides  of  a  va(t  iloping  rock,  of  a  great 
and  precipitous  height  at  the  upper  extremity^  wd  the  fides  declining  very  qnick  and 
fleep  ia^o  the  plain.  The  view  of  the  boufes  at  a.  dillance  (Irikes  the  traveller  with 
wonder ;  their  own  loftinefs,  improved  by  their  almoft  aerial  fituation,  gives  theni  a  look, 
of  magnificence  not  to  be/found  ia  tmy  other  p^rt  of  Great  Britain.  All  thefe  con- 
fjpkuous  buildings  form  the  upper  pait  of  th^  great  llrest,  are  of  ftonej  and  ma^e  a  hand- 
M>me  appea^iace.:  they-are  generally  fix  or  feven  flories  high  in  front ;  .hut  by  reafpli 
of  the  decUvi^.  of  the  hill,  much  h^her  backward ; ;  one  iit  particular^  railed  jBabeI>'had 
'  ajjbut  twelve  %i  thirteen  {tories^  besqip  .the  firkin  1790^.  ^at  is  noVf.reduced  to  ien  or 
eleven.  Every  houfe  has  a  comfncia-flaircafii,.  and  erery  llory,is.-thahabita^io^  of  a 
Separate  family.  The  inconvenience  of  this  particular  ilro^re  neea  not  bejaeAtioned't 
notwithfiandiag  the  utmqft  attention,  in  the-  article  of  cleanlinefe,  is  in  general  obJe1(ye<T. 
Thf  coipmop  oompkint  of  the  Areets  q^  Edinburgh  is  now  ta^en  Away,.by  the  viJifance 
of  the  magiiirates  t>  and  their  fqviemy  againft  any  thai  oSend  in  ahy  grpJs  d^ee  |. .  It 
muft  be  c^brved,  4iat  thi^  uni'oitunate  fpedes  gf  arc^ife^urf  aro^  Srofn  .  tfie  .tusbd- 
lence  of  the  ,tiaufr  in  which,  k  was,  iitvog^iet  evi^ry  body  was^efivpu^  of^etc^ga£„he}f 

•  Known  througlioat  the  Highland!  by  the  name  Dun-ediD.  ,  .  -,  ,  ■      :    ,„-.  -  , 

t  Thaflreel* we clea«e4 early  meiy  moming.  Oaecfhe  citrpayc^^  tIie-cl£aDm2^Vt,Brcretit;t  if 
rented  fpr  four  otfiw  hundred  pouncjs^  ^ai;if^.  ,  ■•     ^     ■     1     • 

t  In' the  clofea,  oralliea,  the  inhabitants  ate  very  apt  to  JtiiwoBt  tWrfiUh,  jkc,'  wibbout  rcc^jSing;  Vho 
paO'es  i  but  the  taStrar.nij  call  creiy  inhabitant  s£  ^the  hoiJe  it  came  ^gm  to  account,  and  m'a)c£  theft 
prove  the  delinqueat,  who  i«  altr*;)  punilhcd  wita  a  heavy  Sne.  \^  j„ii-  :l  I'-r''  '' 
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vaauairH  tour  ik  Scotland.:  -  ag; 

A  poffible  to  thb  proteftioa  of  the  c^e }  the  houres  were  creuded  together,  and  I  may 
lay,  piled  <me  upon  another,  mewly  on  the  principfe-offecurity. 

The  caffle  is  andent,  but  ftrong,  placed  oh  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  at  the  edge  of  a 
very  deep  precipice.  Strangers  are  fliewn  a  very  fmall  room  in  which  Mary  Queen  of" 
Scots.was  ddivered  of  James  VI.  < 

From  this  fortrek  is  a  full  view  of  the  city  and  )t&  environs ;  a  (Irange  profpefl  of 
rich  country,  with  vaft  rocks  and  mountains  intermixed.  On  the  foath  and  eaft  are  the 
meadows,  or  the  public  walks,  Herriot's  Hofpital,  part  of  the  town  overfhadowed  by 
the  fiupendous  rocks  of  Arthur's  Seat  and  Saluftmry  Craigs,  the  Fentland  hills  at  a  few 
Boiles  diftaoce,  and  at  a  fUlI  greater,  thofe  of  Muirfbot,  whofe  fides  are  covered  witli 
verdant  turf. 

To  the  north  is  a  fiill  view  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  from  Queen's  Ferry  to  hs  mouth, 
whh  its  fouthem  banks  covered  with  towns  and  villages.  On  the  whole  the  profpeft  is 
lingular,  various,  and  fine. 

The  refervoir  of  water  •  for  fupplying  the  dty  Ues  in  the  Caftle-ftreet,  and  is  well 
worth  fedng :  the  gre^t  ciftem  contains  near  two  hondred  and  thiny  tons  of  water, 
whkh  is.  c(Hiveyed  to  the  feveral  conduits,  that  one  diPppfed  at  proper  dtftances  in  the 
principal  ftreets  j  thefe  are  convenieades  that  few  towns  in  North  Britain  are  withoutt 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  High-ftreet,  is  the  Parliament  Ctofe,  a  fmall  fquare,  in) 
irhich  IS  the  Pitrlianienl  Houfe,  where  the  courts  of  juCtice  are  held.     Below  ilairs  is    ' 
the  Advocates'  library  founded  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  and  now  conuuns  abord 
diirty  thoufand  volurmes,  and  feveral  manufcripts :  among  the  more  curiousare  the  four 
Evangelifts,  very  legible,  notv-ithHanding  it  is  faid  to  be  feveral  hundred  years  old. 
'    St.  Jerome's  tHble,  wrote  about  the  year  i  loo. 
A  Malabar  book,  written  on  leaves  of  plants. 

A  Turkifh  manufcript,  illuminated  in  fome  parts  Kke  a  miffal.  Eltgium  mjidttm 
Idm-adjHmmfilii  Seliman  Turticit  Stript^  Con^ntm^u     AtiM  Hegira,  993* 

Cartularies,  or  records  of  the  monafteries,  fome  very  ancient. 
'    A  very  llargs  Bible,  bound  in' foor  volimies;  ill^iftiated  with  fcripture  prints,  by  the- 
firft  engravers,  parted  in,  and  collefted  at  a   vaft  expence.     There  are  befidesgrwft 
QunJberBbf  antiquities,  not  commonly  fiiewn,  excqn  mqutred  after. 

The  Luckenboodi  row,  which  contains  th«  Tolbooth,  or  city  prifon  ;  and  the  weighs 
u^-houie,.  which  brings  in  a  revenue  oi  500I.  per  mtmon^  Hands  in  the  mtddte  of  the 
ragh-f^reec^aiidmth  the  guard-tibafe,  conn-ibutesto  fpUl  as  fine  a  flreet  as  moft  in 
"  Europe,  beiiig  in  fome  pai;ts  eighty  feet  wide  and  finely  built. 
■  The  exchange  is-B  handfame  itiodeni  bnilding,  m  wMch^  is  the  cnftom-houfe -.  th^ 
firfl  is  of  no  uJb  In  its  proper  ohara£ter;  for  the  merchants  always  chufe  flanding^ia 
^  open  itreet,  ncpefed  to  all  kinds  oi  weather. 

The  old  cathedral  isnow  called  the  New  Church,  and  is  divided  into  four  places  of 
xporiSiip  ;  in  oneihe  Lords  of  the  SefTions  attend  :  thereis  alfo  a  throne  and  a  ca- 
nopy for  his  ma^efty  fhoatd  he  vifit  this  capital,  and  another  for  }he  Lord  CommifTioner. 
^lkereisno«iKificeith«r  inthtsoraity  other,  of  the  Scotch  churches,  for  Pegftill  faints 
at  tbefoond  of  anoi^B.  I^ls  th^  more  furprifing,  as  the  ]3urch,-wfip'hdvfr  the 
■fcrae'eftafeliftiwi  refigton,  are estr^mely  fond  ■of  that  folemn  inftrumem  ;  and  even irt  the 
•great  chiiEch  of  Geneva  the  pfalmody  is  accdmpanied  with  an  orgin.    ■        ■'  ■ 

The  part  of  the  fame  called  St.  Giles's  church  has  a  large  tower,  oddly  tenninated 
*»riA  » fort  rf  croirtl.  ■'    ''  ■••"."' 
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OniiiefirootofahoufebtheNether  Bow,  an  two  fine  profile  heads  of  a  iittB«i4 
a  woman,  a£  Roman  fculpture,  fuppofed  to  be  tholej*f  Severus  and  Julia:  but,  as  ap- 
pears from  an  infcription  *  made  by  the  perfon  who  put  them  into  the  wall,  were  out 
taken  for  Adam  and  Eve. 

Near  the  Trone  church  are  the  remains  of  the  boufe,  (now  a  tarem)  where  Abry 
Stuart  was  confined  the  night  after  the  battle  of  Carberry. 

At  the  end  of  the  Cannongate-ftreet  ftands  Holy  Rood  palace,  originally  an  abbey 
founded  by  David  I.  in  1 1 28.  The  towers  on  the  N.  W.  fide  were  ereued  by  James  V. 
together  with  other  buildings,  for  a  royal  refidence:  according  to  the  editor  ofCam- 
den,  great  part,  except  the  towers  above  mentioned,  were  burnt  by  Cromwell  j  but  the 
other  towers,  with  the  reft  of  this  magnificent  palace,  as  it  now  Hands,  were  executed 
by  Sir  William  Bruce,  by  the  direfUons  of  Charles  II. ;  within  is  a  beaudfiil  fquare,  with 
piazzas  on  every  fide.  It  contuns  great  numbers  of  fine  apartments ;  fome,  tlut  are 
called  the  King's,  are  in  great  difordei',  the  reft  are  granted  to  feveral  of  die  no^li^. 

IntheEarl  ofBreadalbane's,  are  fome  good  portraits, 

"William  Duke  of  Newcaftle  by  Vandyck ; 

And  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Lauderdale,  and  Edward  Earl  of 
Jer£i^.  There  is  befides  a  very  good  head  of  a  boy  by  Morrillio,  and  fome  views  of 
me  fine  fcenes  near  his  lordfiiip's  feat  at  Tayraoyth. 

At  Lord  Dunmore's  lodgings  is  a  very  large  piece  of  Charles  I.  and  his  Queoi  going 
to  ride,  with  the  Iky  (howeriog  rofes  on  them }  a  black  holds  a  grey  horfe;  the  cde- 
brated  JeSery  Hudfon  t  the  dwarf  with  a  fpaniel  in  a  firing,  and  feveral  other  dogs 
fporting  round  :  the  queen  is  painted  ^th  a  love-lock,  and  with  tH^wna"  hair  and  . 
complefUon,  and  younger,  than  I  ever  £iw  herdrawn.  It  is  a  good  piece,  and  was  the 
work  of  Mytens,  predecellbr  in  hvae  to  Vandyck.  In  the  fame  place  are  two  other 
good  portraits  of  Charles  1*1.  and  Janies  VII. 

The, gallery  of  this  palace  takes  up  one  fide,  and  b  filled  with  coloflal  portcaits  of 
the  Kings  of  Scotland, 

In  the  old  towers  are  fEewn  the  ajiartinents  where  the  mnither  of  David  Riszo  was 
committed. 

That  beautiful  piece  of  Gothic  ardntedare,  the  diurch,  or  chapel,  of  Ifoly-Rood 
Abbey,  is  now  3  ruin,  the  roof  havmg  hilea  in,  by  a  mofi:  fcandalous  negled,  notwitli- 
(landing  money  had  been  granted  by  govenunent  to  preferve  it  entire.  Bene^  die 
ruins  lie  the  bodies  of  James  II.  and  James  V.  Henry  Damty,  and  feveral  other  perfnis 
<^  rank :  and  the  infcriptions  on  feveral  of  their  tombs  are  jxeferved  by  Maitland.    A 

Ctteiun  informed  me,  that  fome  years  ago  he  bad  feen  the  remains  of  the  bodies, 
in  a  very  decayed  fiate :  the  beards  remained  on  fome ;  and  that  the  bones  of 
Ifenry  Danny  proved  their  ownet  by  tbdr  great  fixe,  for  he  was  faid  to  be  feven  £ec£ 
high.  ^  '        ' 

Keu*  this  palace  is  the  Park,  ^  inclofed  by  James  V. ;  within  are  the  vaft  rocks  |a 
known  by  the  names  of  Arthur's  Seat  and  Salulbury's  Craigs ;  their  fronts  exhibit  a 
FoiQantic  and  wild  fcene  of  brokm  rocks  |and  vafl  precipices,  which  from  fome  poults 
feem  to  over-bang  the  lower  parts  of  the  dty.  Great  columns  of  ftone,  horn  tortj  to 
fifty  fieet~in  length,  and  about  three  £eet  m  diameter,  regularly  pentagonal,  orhex- 
jfMial,  hang  down  the  hce  of  fome  of  thefe  rocks  alinoft  perpendicularly,  or  with  a 

*  ifJUmmalhuiidve/etrufmt,    Anfto  ift)i.    Thele  badt  art  wtQ  cagnven  is  Gonloa'*  IUbvvt^ 


^  Fort  fnrther  Mconnt  of  tbi)  little  hcra  ponfah  Mf.  Walpole'a  AiKodstMof  Fratrag,  ii.  p.  io>^ 
A_^:..- .-  M.i.1.  i^  ijrir  pcfpcadicular  heigltt  {■  C^e  fcet. 
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vny  flight  d^,  and  fonn  a  ftrange  appeannce.  Beneath  this  ftratum  is  a  qoany  of 
free-ftone.  Confiderable  quantities  of  ftone  from  the  qoariies  hare  been  cut  and  fent 
to  London  for  paving  the  llr«ets,  its  great  hardaefs  rendering  it  excellent  for  that 
purpofe.  Beneath  thde  bills  are  fome  of  the  mod  beautiful  wa&s  about  Edinburgh* 
commanding  a  fine  profped  over  feveral  parts  of  the  country. 

On  one  fide  of  the  P»rk  are  the  niins  of  St.  Anth<»iy'8  chapel,  once  the  refort  of 
.numberle&  votaries ;  and  near  it  is  a  Very  plentiful  fpring. 

The  fbutb  part  of  the  dty  has  feveral  fhings  worth  vifiting.  Herriot's  Ht^pital  is  a 
fine  o]d  building,  much  too  magniBcent  for  the  end  propofed,  that  of  educatmg  poor 
children.  It  was  founded  by  George  Herriot,  jewdler  to  James  VI.  who  followed  that 
monarch  to  Loudon,  and  made  a  large  fortunei  There  is  a  fine  view  of  the  callle, 
and  the  flo[Hng  pirt  of  the  city,  from  the  front :  the  gardens  were  once  the  refort  of 
the  gay }  and  there  the  Scotch  poets  often  laid,  in  thea".  comedies,  the  fcenes  of  in* 
trigue. 

In  the  church-yard  of  the  Grey  Friers,  is  die  monument  of  Sir  GecH^e  Mackenzie, 
a  rotunda ;  with  a  multitude  of  other  tombs.  '  This  is  one  of  the  few  cemeteries  to  this 
populous  dty;  and  from  it  is  a  very  £ne  view  of  the  cafUe,  and  the  lofty  fbreet  that 
leads  to  that  fortrefs. 

The  college  is  a  mean  building ;  it  contains  the  houfes  of  the  Principal  and  a  few  of 
.  die  Frofeflbrs :  the  Prindpal's  houfe  is  fuppofed  tO'  be  on  the  lite  of  that  in  which 
Henry  Damly  was  murdered,  then  belonging  to  the  provoft  of  the  kirk  of  Reld. 
Thenudents  ofihe  univerfity  aredifperfed  over  the  town,  and  are  about  fixhundredii( 
number ;  but  wear  no  academic  habtt.  The  ftudents  are  liable  to  be  called  before  the 
profeflbrs,  who  have  power  of  rebuking  or  expelling  them :  I  cannot  learn  that  either  is 
ever  exerted }  but,  as  they  are  for  the  mod  part  volunteers  for  knowledge,  few  of  them 
defert  her  (bndards.  There  are  twenty-two  prpfelTors  of  different  fciences,  moft  of 
whom  read  lectures :  all  .the  chairs  u%  very  ably  filled ;  thofe  in  particular  which  relate 
to  the  ftudy  of  medicine,  as  is  evident  from  the  number  of  ingenious  phyfidans,  elevei 
of  this  univerfity,  who  prove  the  abilities  of  their  mailers.  The  Mufjeum  has  for  many 
years  been  neglefted. 

The  royal  infirmary  is  a  fpacious  and  haftdfome  edifices  capable  of  containing  two 
hundred  patients.  1  he  operation-room  is  particularly  convenient,  the  council-room 
elegant,  with  a  good  pidure  in  it  of  Provod  Drunuiiond.  From  the  cupola  of  thig 
building  is  a  fine  profpeft,  and  a  full  vle^  of  the  city. 

Not  far  from  henae  are  about  three  acres  of  ground  defigned  for  a  fquare,  called 
George  Square :  a  fmatl  portion  is  at  prefent  built,  confining  of  Imall  but  commodious  - 
houfes,  in  the  Englifh  fafhion.     Such  is  the  fpint  of  improvement,  that  within  th^ 
diree  years  fixty  thoufand  pounds  have  been  expended  in  houfes  of  the  modem  tafte, 
and  twenty  thoufand  in  the  old. 

Watfon's  hofpital  fhould  not  be  forgot :  a  large  good  building,  behind  the  Gr«y 
FriezB  church  ^  an  excellent  inditution  for  the  educating  and  apprenticing  the  children 
of  decayed  merchants ;  who,  after  having  ferved  their  time  with  credit,  receive  fifty 
pounds  to  fet  up  with. 

The  meadows,  or  pubGc  walks,  are  well  planted,  and  are  very  extenlive :  thefe  are- 
tbe  mall  of  Edinburgh,  as  Comely  Gardens  are  its  Vauxhall. 

'  The  Cowgate  is  a  long  dreet,  running  parallel  with  the  High-dreet,  beneath  the  deep 
fondtem  dedivity  of  the  dty,  and  terminates  in  the  Grals-mark^'t,  where  cattle  arc 
Ibid,  and  criminals  execiited.  On  feveral  of  the  houfes  are  fmall  iron  erodes,  which, 
i  was  informed,  denoted  that  they  once  belonged  to  the  knights  of  St.  John. 

Co 
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On  the  Dortli  fide  of  the  city  lies  the  new  town,  which  ie  planned  with  great  judgmenf, 
and  will  prove  a  magnifioent  addition  to  Edinburgh -j  the  houfes  in  St.  Andrew's  Square 
coft  from  1 800I.  to  2000I.  each,  and  one  or  two  4000  or  5000I.  They  are  all  built 
in  the  modem  ftyle,  and  are  free  from  the  inconveniences  attending  the  oid<:iiy. 

Thefe  improvements  are  connefied  to  the  city- by  a  very  beautiful  bridge,  whoft 
higheft  arch  is  ninety  five  feet  high. 

In  the  walk  of  this  evening,  I  pafled  by  a  deep  and  wide  hollow  beneath  Calton  TEH, 
the  place  where  thofe  imaginary  criminals,  witches  and  ibrcerers,  in  lefs  enlightened 
times,  were  burnt ;  and  where,  at  feftive  feafons,  the  gay  and  gallant  heM  their  tilts  and 
tournaments.  At  one  of  thefe,  it  is  faid  that  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  made  the-  firft  im- 
preflion  on  the  fufceptible  hea-t  of  Mary  Stuart,  having  galloped  into  the  ring  down  the 
dangerous  fteeps  of  the  adjacent  hill ;  for  he  feemed  to  think  that 

,  Women  born  to  be  coDtrDlM 

Stoop  to  the  forwatd  and  the  bold. 

The  defperate  feats  were  the  humour  of  the  times  of  chivaby :  Brantome  relates,  that 
the  Due  de  Nemours  galloped  down  the  fteps  of  the  Sainte  Chappel  at  Paris,  to  the 
aftoniflimem  of  the  beholders.  1  he  men  cultivated  every  exercife  that  could  preferve 
or  improve  their  bodily  ftrength ;  the  ladies,  every '  art  that  tended :  to  exalt  their 
charms.  Mary  is  reported  to  have  ufed  a  bath  of  white  wine ;  a  cuftom  (trange,  btit 
not  without  precedent.  Jaques  du  Fouilloux  oiraptured  with  a  country  girl,  enumerat- 
ing the  arts  which  fhe  fcomed  to  ufe  to  improve  her  perfon,  mendons  this : 

Point  nc  portoit  de  ce  linge  femclle 
Pour  amoindrir  fon  feing  et  Ta  mammclle. 
Vafquine  nullet  ou  aucun  peligon 
Etie  ne  portoit,  ce  o'c^oit  fa  fa^on. 
Point  De  prenMt  *in  blanc  pour  fe  baigner, 
Nc  droguccncore  pourfourfoncorpsalleger*. 

At  a  fmall  walk's  dillance  from  Calton  Hill,  lies  the  new  botanic  garden  f,  confid- 
ing of  five  acres  of  ground,a  greai-houfe  fifty  feet  long,  two  temperate  rooms,  eack 
twelve  feet,  and  two  ftoves,  each  twenty-eight  feet:  the  ground  rifes  to  the  north,  and 
defends  the  plants  from  the  cold  winds :  the  foil  a  light  fand,  with  a  black  earth  on  the  - 
furface.  It  is  finely  ftocked  with  plants,  whofe  arrangement  and  cultivation  do  much 
credit  to  ray  worthy  friend  Dr.  Hope,  profeflbr  of  botany,  who  planned  and  execute^ 
the  whole.  It  was  begun  in  1764,  being  founded  by  the  munificence  of  His  prefent 
Majefty,  who  granted  fifteen  hundred  poimds  for  that  purpofe. 

During  this  week's  (lay  at  Edinburgh,  the  prices  of  provifions  were  as  follow  ; 

Beef,  from  5d.  to  3id.  J  Mutton,from4d.  to  3jd. ;  Veal,  from  jd.  to  3d.  j  Lamb, 
a^d.  i  Bacon,  yd, ;  Butter,  in  fummer,  8d.  in  winter,  is,  }  Pigeons,  per  dozen,  from 
8d.  to  5s.  i  Chickens,  per  pair,  8d.  to  is. ;  A  fowl,  is.  2d.  j  Green  goofe,  3s.  j  Fat 
goofe,  2s.  fid.  i  Large  turkey,  4s,  or  5s.  j  Pig,  as.  ;  Coals,  $d.  or  6d.  per  hundred 
delivered.  ~  ■  -  - 

Many  fine  excurfions  may  be  made  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  city.  Leith,  a  large 
town,  ai)0ut  two  miles  north,  lies  on  the  Firth,  is  a  flourifliing  place,  and  theport  of 
Edinburgh.    The  town  is  dirty  and*  ilt  built,  and  cbieSy  inhabited  by  iailoi-s ;  but  the 

•  L'AdoIefcencc  de  Jaques  du  Fuullloux,  88. 

t  The  old  botaoic  garden  lici  to  the  call  of  the  new  bridge ;  an  accouat  of  it  ii  to  be  fcco  io  the 
^ufeum  Bairourianum.     ' 
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yiicr  is  very  fine,  and  is  e  much  frequented  walk.  The  races  were  at  this  time  on  the 
lands,  near  low-water  mark :  confidering  their  vicinity  to  a  great  city  and  populous 
country,  the  company  was  far  from  numerous  ;  a  proof  that  diffipation  has  not  gene, 
rally  infcfted  the  manners  of  the  North  Britons. 

Cralgmillar  caftle  is  feated  on  a  rocky  eminence,  about  two  miles   fouth  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  is  fquare,  and  has  towers  at  each  comer.     Some  few  apartments  are  yet  in- 
habited ;  but  the  reit  of  this  great  pile  is  in  mine.     Mary  Stuart  fometimes  made  this  . 
place  her  relidence. 

Newbottic,  the  feat  of  the  Marquifs  of  Lothian,  is  a  pleafant  ride  of  a  few  miles 
from  the  cppital.  It  was  once  a  Ciflercian  abbey,  founded  by  David  I.  in  1 140  ;  but,  > 
in  1551,  was  ereftedinto  a  IordOiip,in  favour  of  Sir  Mark  Ker,  fon  of  Sir  Walter  Ker, 
of  Ccfsfbrd.  The  houfe  lies  in  a  warm  bottom,  and,  like  moft  other  of  the  houfes  of 
the  Scotch  nobility,  refembUs  a  French  chateau,  by  having  a  village  or  little  paltry  town 
adjacent.  The  fituation  is  very  favourable  to  trees,  as  appears  by  the  vatt  fize  of  thofe 
near  the  houfe ;  and  I  was  informed,  that  fruit  ripens  here  within  tea  days  as  early 
as  it  Chelfea. 

The  Marquifs  poffeffes  a  moft  valuable  cplIefUon  of  portraits,  many  of  them  very  fine, 
andalraoft  all  very  inftruftive.  A  large  half-length  of  Henry  Darnly  reprefents  him 
tall,  aukward  and  gauky,  with  a  ftupid,  infipid  countenance}  moft  likely  drawn  after 
he  bad  loft  by  intemperance  and  debauchery,  thofe  charms  which  captivated  the  heart 
of  the  amoroTis  Mary. 

A  head  of  her  mother,  Marie  de  Guife ;  not  lefe  beautiful  than  Iier  daughter. 

A  head  of  Madame  Mfmpenfier,  and  of  feveral  other  illuftrious  perfons,  wha 
graced  the  court  of  Lewis  XIII. 

Prince  Rupert  and  Prince  Maurice,  in  one  piece. 

Some  fmall  portraits,  ftudies  of  Vandyck  ;  among  which  ia  one  of  William  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  of  whom  Lord  Clarendon  gives  fo  advantageous  a  charafler. 

A  beautiful  half-length  of  Henrietta,  Queen  of  Charles  L  Her  charms  almoft  apo- 
logize for  the  compliances  of  the  uxorious  monarch, 

His  daoghter,  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans. 

The  wife  of  Philip  the  Bold,  infcribed  Marga  Mala,  Lodo  Malo. 

Head  of  Robert  Car,  Earl  of  Somerfet ;  the  countenance  effeminate,  fmall  features, 
light  flaxen  or  yellowifii  hair,  and  a  very  fmall  beard:  is  an  original  of  that  worthlefs 
fivoorite,  and  proves  that  the  figure  given  as  his  among  the  illuftrious  heads  is  errone- 
ous, the  laft  being  reprefented  as  a  robuft  black  man.  A  print  I  have  of  him  by 
Simon  Pafs  is  authentic  : .  the  plate  is  of  oclavo  fizcj  reprefents  him  in  hair  curled  to  the 
top  ;  and  in  his  robes,  with  the  George  pendent. 

Hisfather,  SirRobertCar  ofFernihurft. 

An  Earf  of  Somerfet ;  ofwhom  I  could  get  no  account ;  handfome;  with  long  light 
hail  inclining  to  yellow :  a  head; 

A  full  length  of  James  I.  byjamefon.  Another  of  Charles  I.  when  young,  in  rich 
armour,  black  and  gold  :  a  capital  piece, 

Lady  Tufion  ;  a  fine  half  length. 

Earl  Morton,  regent :  hatf-length  ;  a  yellow  beard. 

A  bead  of  General  Ruthven,  Sir  Patrick  Ruthven,  a  favourite  of  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus  i  kiughted  in  his  majejly's  tent  in  prefence  of  the  whole  army  at  Darfaw  in 
Frulfia,  on  the  23d  of  September  1 627.     As  potent  in  the  campaigns  of  Bacchus  as  of     , 
Mars,  and  ferviceable  to  his  great  mafteriii  both.     He  v;inquifhed  his  enemies  in  the 
field }  and  by  the  ftrength  of  his  head,  and  gooduefe  of  underftauding,  could  in  con- 
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vivial  hours  extract  from  the  mmtders  of  unfriendly  powers,  fccreta  of  the  fird  import- 
ance.  He  pafled,  afterwards  into  the  fervice  of  Charles  I.  and  behavedwith  the  fpirit 
and  integrity  that  procured  him  the  honours  of  Earl  of  Forth  in  Scotland,  and  after- 
wards Karl  of  Brentford  in  England.     He  died  in  a  very  advanced  age  ia  1 65 1 . 

Two  very  curious  half-lengths  on  wood :  one  of  a  man  with  a  .long  forked  black 
beard  ■„  his  jacket  flafhed  down  in  narrow  Uripes  from  top  to  bottom,  and  the  (Iripes 
loofe :  the  other  with  a  black  full  beard ;  the  fame  fort  of  ftripes,  but  dravn  tight  by 
a  girdle. 

The  Doge  of  Venice,  by  Titian. 
.  Three  by  Morillio ;  boys  and  girls  in  low  life. 

A  remarkable  fine  [uece  of  our  three  iirft  circum-navigators,  Drake,  Hawkins,  and 
CandiOi ;  half-length. 

The  heads  of  Mark  Earl  of  Lothian,  and  his  lady,  by  Sir  Antonio  More. 

Mark  Ker,  prior  of  Newbottte,  who,  at  the  reformation,  complied  with  the  times, 
and  got  the  eftate  of  the  abbey. 

-  In  the  woods  adjacent  to  this  feat  are  feme  fubterraneous  apartments  and  paflages  cut 
out  of  the  live  rock :  they  feem  to  have  been  excavated  by  the  ancieiu  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  either  as  receptacles  for  thar  proviflons,  or  a  retreat  for  themfelves  and 
families  in  time  of  war,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  Tacitus  relates,  was  cuflomary  with  the 
oh)  Germans  *. 

Two  or  three  miles  didant  from  Newbottle  is  Dalkeith,  a  fmall  town,  adjoining  to 
Datkdth  Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  :  originally  tht  property  of  the 
Dougla&s  ;  and,  when  in  form  of  a  caftle,  of  great  flrength  }  and  during  the  time  of 
the  regent  Morton's  retreat,  Ityled  the  Lion's  Den. 

The  portraits  at  Dalkeith  are  numerous,  and  fome  good }  among  others,  the 

Firft  Duke  of.  Richmond  and  his  Dutchefs. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland. 

Countelfi  <^  Buccleugh,  mother  to  the  Dutchels  of  Monmouth,  and  Lady  EgUngton, 
her  fifler. 

The  Dutchefs  and  her  two  Ions :  the  Dutchefs  of  York }  her  hand  remarkably  fine: 
the  Dutchefs  of  Lenox. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Waters,  mother  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  vith  his  [sdure  in  ba 
hand. 

Dutchefs  of  Cleveland  and  her  fon,  an  in£ant ;  (be  in  character  of  a  Madonna : 
fine. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth,  in  charafter  of  a  young  St.  John. 

Lord  Strafford  and  his  fecretary }  a  fmall  ftudy  of  Vandyck. 

Henry  VIIL  and  Queen  Catherine,  with  the  divorce  in  her  hand  ;  two  fmall  pieces 
by  Holbnn.  Anna  Bullen,  by  the  fame,  dreffed  in  a  black  gown,  large  yellow  netted 
fleeves,  in  a  black  cap,  peaked  behind. 

Lady  Jane  Gray,  with  long  hair,  black  and  very  thick ;  not  handfbme ;  but  the 
virtues  and  the  intelleftual  perfections  of  that  fuffering  innocent,  more  than  fupplied  the 
abfence  of  perfonal  charms. 

A  large  fpirited  pidure  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  on  horfeback.  The  fame  in  ar- 
mour.   Alt  his  pidures  have  a  handfome  iikeuels  of  his  £uher. 


*  Solent  et  fubterrancoa  fpecui  aperire,  eofque  multo  infupcf  fimo  ODfraot,  fuffuKium  hiemi,  et  recep- 
taculum-  frugibui,  quia  rigoreni  frigoruro  ^ulrnodi  locii  moUtunt :  et  £  quando  hollH  advenit,  aperta 
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Dutchds  of  RichmcmJ,  with  a  bow  in  her  hand,  by  Sir  Peter  jLdy- 

A  fine  head  of  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond. 

A  beaatiful  head  of  Mary  Stuart ;  the  hce  fliarp,  thin  and  young ;  yet  has  a  Itke- 
nefe  to  fome  others  of  her  pidures,  done  before  misfortunes  liad  altered  her ;  her  drefs  ' 
^  flrait  gown,  open  at  the  top  and  reaching  to  her  ears,  a  fmall  cap,  and  fmall  rulf, 
with  a  red  rofe  in  her  hand. 

In  this  palace  is  a  room  entirely  fumiHied  hy  Charles  II.  on  occafion  of  the  marri- 
age of  Monmouth,  with  the  heirel's  ofthehoufc. 

At  Smeton,  another  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  a  mile  diftant  from  the  6rft,  ts 
a  fine  half-length  of  General  Monk  looking  over  his  Shoulder,  with  his  back  towards 
you  i  he  refided  long  at  Dalkath,  when  he  commanded  in  Scotland. 

Nell  Gwinne  loofely  attired. 

A  fine  marriage  of  St.  Catherine,  by  Vandyck. 

July  24.  Ldic  Edinburgh,  and  paffed  beneath  the  caftle,  whofe  haght  and  ftrength, 
in  my  then  fituation,  appeared  to  great  advantage.  The  country  I  palled  through  was 
well  cultivated,  the  fields  large,  but  mollly  inclo^d  with  flone  walls  i  for  hedges  are  not 
yet  become  oniverfal  in  this  part  of  the  IdngdoDi :  it  is  not  a  century  fince  they  were  , 
knowQ  here.    Reach  the 

South-ferry,  a  fmall  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Futh,  which  fuddenly  is  contt^^ted  , 
to  the  breadth  of  two  miles  by  the  jutting  out  of  the  land  on  the  north  fliore ;  but  aU 
moil  inllantly  widens  towards  the  weft  into  a  fine  and  extenfive  bay.  The  profped  on 
each  fide  is  very  beautiful ;  a  rich  country,  frequently  diverfified  with  towns,  villages^ 
ca|lles,  and  gentlemen's  feats  *.  There  is  befide  a  vafl:  view  up  and  down  the  Firth, 
from  its  extremity,  not  remote  from  Stirling,  to  its  mouth  near  May  tile ;  in  all,  about 
fixty  miles.  To  particularize  the  objeds  of  this  rich  view :  from  the  middle  of  the 
paflage  are  feen  the  coafls  of  Lothian  and  Fife ;  the  iHeS  of  Garvie  and  Inch-Colm  j  the 
town  of  Dumferraline ;  fouth  and  north  Queen's-ferries ;  and  Burrowftbnefs  fmokin^ 
at  a  dilhmce  from  its  numerous  falt-pans  and  fire-engines.  On  the  fouth  fide  are  Hope- 
ton-houfe,  Dundafs  caflle, .  and  many  other  gentlemen's  feats ;  with  Blacknefs  caftle. 
On  the  north  fide,  Rofy the  caftle,  Dutiibryflel,  and  at  a  difiance,  the  caftle  and  tovm  of 
Bnmt-ifland ;  widi  the  road  of  Ldth,  often  filled  with  fhips,  and  a  magnificent  diftant 
view  of  the  oiflle  of  Edinburgh  on  the  fouth. 

This  ferry  is  alfo  called  Queen's-ferry,  being  the  paflage  much  ufed  f  by  Mwgaret, 
queen  to  Malcolm  III.,  and  filter  to  Edgar  Etheling,  her  refidence  being  at  Dumferm' 
Ime.  Crols  over  in  an  excelloit  boat;  obferve  midway  the  little  ille  called  Infh-Garvey, 
with  the  ruin  of  a  fmall  caftle.  An  ardic  gull  fiew  near  the  boat,  purfued  by  otiier 
guUs,  as  turds  of  prey  are :  this  is  the  fpecies  that  perfecutes  and  purfues  the  lefTer  kiods, 
till  they  mute  through  fear,  when  it  catches  up  their  excrements  ere  they  reachshe 
water :  the  boatmen,  on  that  account,  ftyled  it  the  dirty  aulin. 

Landed  in  the  ihire  of  Fife  {,  at  North-ferry,  near  which  are  the  great  granite  quar- 
ries, which  help  to  fapply  the  ftreets  of  London  with  paving  (tones ;  many  fhips  then 
waiting  near  in  order  to  take  their  lading;  The  granite  hes  in  great  perpendicular 
ftacks ;  above  which  is  a  reddifli  earth  filled  with  friable  micaceous  nodules,  llie  gra> 
nite  itfelf  is  very  hard,  and  is  all  blafted  with  gun-powder :  the  cuitmg  into  fhape  for 

*  Sach  u  Rofythe  caAle,  Dumferinlme  town,  Lord  Marray'f ;  X^ird  Hopetoun'^i  Captain  Dundaft's, 
-)-  Or,  ai  other*  fay,  becaulc  Ac,  her  brother  and  'fifUr,  firft  landed  there,  after  their  cfcape  from  Wil- 
Ka«  the  Conqneror. 
X  PiTtvf  the  asdent  Caledonia, 
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paving  cplls  two  flullings  and  ^ght-pence  per  ton,  and  the  freight  to  London  feven 
fliillings. 

The  country,  as  far  as  Kinrofe,  b  very  fine,  confiding  of  gentle  rifings  j  much  com, 
cipecially  bear ;  but  few  trees,  except  about  a  gentleman's  feat  calkdLBIair,  where  there 
are  great  and  flourilhing  plantations.  Near  the  road  are  the  laft  collieries  in  Scotlan(^ 
except  the  inconfiderable  works  in  the  county  of  Sutherland. 

Kinrofs  is  a  fmall  town,  feated  in  a  large  plain,  bounded  by  moimtains;  the  houfits 
and  trees  are  fo  intermixed,  as  to  give  it  an  agreeable  appearance.  It  has  fome  manu- 
faftures  of  linen  and  cudery  ware.  At  this  time  was  a  meeting  of  juftices,  on  afingu- 
iar  occafion  :  a  vagrant  had  been,  not  long  before,  ordered  to  be  whipped  j  but  fuck 
was  the  point  of  honour  among  the  common  people,  that  no  one  could  be  perfuaded  to 
go  to  Perth  for  the  executioner,  who  lived  there :  to  prefs,  I  may  fay,  two  men  for 
that  fervice  was  the  caufe  of  the  iheeting  ;  fo  Mr.  Bofwell  may  rejoice  to  find  the  no- 
tion of  honour  prevail  tn  as  exalted  a  degree  among  his  own  countrymen,  as  among  the 
virtuous  Corficans  *. 

Not  far  from  the  town  is  the  houfe  of  Kinrofs,  built  by  the  famous  architeft  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bruce,  for  bis  own  refidence,  and  was  the  firll  good  houfe  of  regular  architefture 
in  Norih  Britain.  It  is  a  large,  elegant,  but  plain  building  :  the  hall  is  fifty-two  feel 
long';  the  grounds  about  it  well  planted  ,  the  fine  lake  adjacent  j  fo  that  it  is  capable 
of  bdng  made  as  delightful  a  fpot  as  any  in  North  Britain. 

Loch-Leven,  a  magnificent  piece  of  water,  very  broad,  bat  irregularly  indented,  is 
about  twelve  miles  in  circumference,  and  its  greateft  depth  about  twenty  four  fathoms: 
is  finely  bounded  by  mountains  on  one  fide  ;  on  the  other  by  iheplainof  Kinrofsj  and 
prettily  embellilhed  with  feveral  groves,  mod  fortunately  dilpofed.  Some  iflands  are 
difperfed  in  this  great  expanfe  of  water  ;  one  of  which  is  large  enough  to  feed  feverat 
head  of  cattle  :  but  the  moft  remarkable  is  that  dillinguilhed  by  the  captivity  of  Mary 
Stuart,  which  (lands  almo{l  in  the  middle  of  the  lake.  The  cafilc  (till  remains  ;  con- 
fifls  of  a  fquare  tower,  a  fpiall  yard  with  two  round  towers,  a  chapel,  and  ihe  rubs  of 
a  building  where,  it  is  faid,  the  unfortunate  princcfs  was  lodged.  In  the  fquare  tower 
is  a  dungeon,  with  a  vaulted  room  above,  over  which  had  been  *hree  other  ftoriea. 
Some  trees  are  yet  remaining  on  tfiis  little  fpot;  probably  coeval  with  Mary,  under 
whofe  fhadeihe  may  have  fat,  expeding  herefcape  at  length  efleded  by  the  enamoured 
Douglas  f.  This  caftle  had  before  been  a  royal  refidence,but  not  for  captive  monarehs; 
having  been  granted  from  the  crown  by  Robert  III.  to  Douglas,  laird  of  Loch-Leven. 

This  caftle  underwent  a  fiege  in  the  year  1335,  and  the  method  attempted  to  reduce 
it  was  of  the  moft  fingular  kind.  John  of  Sterling,  with  his  army  of  Anglicifed  Scots, 
fat  down  before  it  j  but  Ending  from  the  fituatiou  that  it  was  impofilble  to  fuccteJ  in 
ihe  common  forms,  he  thought  of  this  expedient.  He  (lopped  up  ihs  water  of  Lcven^ 
at  its  difcharge  from  the  lake,  with  a  great  dam,  with  ftones,  and  tvcry  thing  that  would 
obflru£t  its  courfe,  hoping  by  that  means  to  raife  the  waters  fo  high  as  to  drown  the 
whole  garrifon.  But  the  watchful  governor,  Alan  de  Vipont,  took  an  opportunitv  of 
fallying  out  in  boats  when  the  befiegers  were  off  their  guard,  being  intoxicated  with 
celebrating  St.  George's  day,  and  piercing  the  dam,  releafed  the  pent-up  waters,  and 
formed  a  moft  deftruOive  deluge  on  all  the  plain  below  ;  ftrnck  a  panic  into  the  ene^ 

•  Hid.  Cotfica,  p.  j8;,  of  tbefiraediiion. 

+  HiHoriani  differ  in  reipeft  to  the  cauf:  that  iciucncrd  him  to  aOift  in  his  foverdgu'g  cfcape  :  fome 
sttrlbute  it  to  his  ararice,  and  think  he  wai  bribed  with  jewels,  referved  by  Mary ;  others,  iliat  be  wai 
touched  by  a  more  generous  pafGon :  the  laft  opinion  11  the  moft  natural,  confidctiog  the  charms  of  the 
queeO]  and  the  youth  of  her  deliverer. 
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my's  army,  put  them  to  flight,  and  returned  to  his  caftle  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
camp  *. 

St.  SerPs  ifle  is  noted  for  having  been  granted  by  Brudo,  laft  king  of  the  Plfls,  to 
St.  Servan  and  the  Culdees  ;  a  kind  ofpriells  among  the  firft  Chriftians  of  North  Bri- 
tain, who  led  a  fort  of  monaftic  life  in  cells,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  preferved  a 
pure  and  uncorrupt  religion  :  at  length,  in  the  reign  of  David  I.  were  fupprefled  in  fa- 
vour of  the  church  of  Rome.  The  priory  of  Port-moak  was  on  this  ifle,  of  which 
fome  fmall  remains  yet  exift. 

The  fifti  of  this  lake  are  pike,  fmall  perch,  fine  eels,  and  ipoft  excellent  trouts,  the 
bell  and  the  redded  I  -ever  faw ;  the  largeft  about  fix  pounds  in  weight, ,  The  fiftiermen 
gave  me  an  account  of  a  fpecies  they  called  the  gaily  trout,  which  are  only  caught  from 
Oftober  to  January,  are  fplit,  falted,  and  dried,  for  winter  provifion :  by  the  defcription, 
they  certainly  were  our  char,  only  of  a  larger  fize  than  any  we  have  in  England  or 
Wales,  fome  being  two  feet  and  a  half  long.  The  birds  that  breed  on  the  ifles  are  her- 
ring gulls,  pewit  gulls,  and  great  terns,  called  here  piaarnes. 

Lay  at  a  good  inn,  a  fingle  houfe,  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Kinrofs. 

July  25.  Made  an  excurfion  about  feven  miles  weft,  to  fee  the  Rumbling  Brig  at 
Glen-Devon,  in  the  parifti  of  Muchart,  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  6ung  over  a*  chafm  worn 
by  the  river  Devon,  about  eighty  feet  deep,  very  narrow,  and  horrible  to  look  down  j 
the  bottom  in  many  parts  is  covered  with  fragments ;  in  others  the  waters  are  vifibic, 
gulhing  between  the  fton^s  with  great  violence  :  the  fides  in  many  places  projeft,  and 
almoft  lock  in  each  other ;  trees  (hoot  out  in  various  fpots,  and  contribute  to  increafe 
the  gloom  of  the  glen,  while  the  ear  is  filU'd  with  the  cawing  of  daws,  the  cooing  of 
wood^pigeons,  and  the  impetuous  noife  of  the  waters. 

A  mile  lower  down  is  the  Cawdron  Lin.  Here  the  river,  after  a  fiiort  fall,  drops  oa 
rocks  hollowed  in  a  ftrange  manner  into  large  and  deep  cylindric  cavities,  open  on 
one  fide,  or  formed  into  great  circular  cavities,  like  cauldrons  t;  from  whence  the 
name  of  the  place.  One  in  particular  has  the  appearance  of  a  vaft  brewing-veffel ;  and 
the  water,  by  its  great  ag'Stallon,  has  acquired  a  yellow  fcum,  exadtly  rei'embling  the 
yerty  woriung  of  malt  liquor.  Jurt  beneath  this  the  water  darts  down  about  thirty  feet 
in  form  of  a  great  white  (lieet :  the  rocks  below  widen  confiderably,  and  their  clifty 
fides  arc  fringed  with  wood.  Beyoijd  is  a  view  of  a  fine  meadowy  vale,  and  the  diftaik 
mountains  .near  Stirling. 

Two  miles  nortii  is  Caftle  Campbel,  feated  on  a  fteep.  peninfulated  rock  between  vaft 
mountains,  having  to  the  I'outh  a  boundlefs  view  through  a  deep  glen  fliagged  with 
brufliwood  ;  for  the  forefts  that  once  covered  the  country  are  now  entirely  deftroyed. 
Formerly,  from  its  darkfonie  fimaUon,  this  pil'j  was  called  the  cadle  of  Gloom  ;  and 
all  the  names  of  the  aujiccut  phiccs  were  fuitable  :  it  was  feated  in  the  parilh  of  Dolor, 
■was  bounded  by  the  gluns  of  0  ire,  and  waflied  by  the  blrns  of  Sorrow.  The  lordftiip  was 
purchared  ^y  the  iirit  Fad  of  Ar^y  le-  This  caftle,  with  the  whole  territory  belonging 
to  the  whole'  fiiniiy  of  Argyle,  unde.wjnt  ail  the  calamities  of  civil  war  in  1 645  ;  for 
its  rival,  the  fvLirqnis  of  Mor.tnjfe,  carried  fire  and  fword  through  the  whole  cllate. 
The  caiile  was  ruined,  and  its  uiagniiicunl  rellqaes  exift,  as  a  monument  of  the  horror 
of  thetimes.  No  -vonJer  then  that  the  marquis  experienced  fo  woeful  and  ignominious 
a  fate,  when  he  fell  into  the  power  of  fo  exdfperated  a  chieftain. 

•  SibbaW's  Hift.  of  Fife  and  Kmrof..  108. 

f  In  Sweden,  and  the  north  of  Germany,  fuch  holes  as  thtf<;  are  called  GmtsPctl.  Ealm'aVoy.  13  r. 
aodPb.Tranf.  abridg.  V.  1C5. 
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Returned  to  my  inn  along  the  foot  of  the  Ochil  hitls,  whofe  fides  were  covered  with 
a  fine  verdure,  and  fed  great  numbers  of  cattle  and  ftieep.  The  country  below  full  of 
oats,  and  ina  very  improving  ftate  :  thehoufesof  (he  common  people  decent,  but  moftly' 
covered  with  fods  ;  fome  were  covered  both  with  ftraw  and  fod.  The  inhabitants  ex- 
tremely civil,  and  never  failed  oflfering  brandy  or  whey,  when  I  ftopt  to  make  inquiries 
at  any  of  their  houfes. 

In  the  tftemoon  crofled  a  branch  of  the  fame  hills,  which  yielded  plenty  of  oats ; 
defcended  into  Strath-Earn,  a  beautiful  vale,  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  full  of  lich 
meadows  and  corn-fields,  divided  by  the  river  Earn,  which  Terpentines  finely  through 
the  middle,  falling  into  the  Tay,  of  which  there  is  a  fight  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  vale.  It 
is  prettily  diverfified  with  groves  of  trees  and  gentlemen's  hoiifes  ;  among  which,  to< 
^(vards  the  weft  end,  is  Came  Drummond,  the  forfeited  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Perth. 

Dupplin  •,  the  refidence  of  the  EarJ  of  Kinnoui,  feated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  vale, 
on  the  edge  of  a  deep  glen.  Only  a  fingle  tower  remains  of  the  old  callle,  the  reft' 
being  modernized.  The  fouth  front  commands  a  pleafing  view  of  the  vale :  behind 
&re  plantations  extending  feveral  miles  in  iMigth  j  all  flourifli  greatly,  except  thofe  of 
afli.  f  remarked  in  the  woods  fome  very  targe  chefnuts,  horfe-chefnuts,  fpruce  and 
filver  firs,  cedar  and  arbor  v'ax.  Broad-leaved  laburnum  thrives  in  this  country  greatly, 
grows  to  a  gr^t  fize,  and  the  wood  is  ufed  in  fineering. 

Fruits  fucceed  here  very  indifferently ;  even  nonpareils  require  a  wall ;  grapes,  figs, 
and  late  peaches,  will  not  ripen :  the  winters  begin  early,  and  end  late,  and  are  atteiufed 
with  very  high  winds.  I  was  informed  that  labour  is  dear  here,  notwithflanding  it  is 
only  eight-pence  a  day ;  the  common  people  not-  being  yet  got  into  a  method  of  work- 
ing. To  do  very  little  for  their  wages.  Notvnihftanding  this,  improvements  are  earned 
on  in  thefe  parts  with  great  fpirit  both  in  planting  and  in  agriculture.  Lord  Kinnoui 
planted  lad  year  not  fewer  than  eighty  thoufand  trees,  befides  Scotch  firs  j  fo  provides 
future  forefis  for  the  benefit  of  his  fucceffon),  and  the  embellifliment  of  his  country. 
Jn  refpeft  to  agriculture,  there  are  difficulties  to  ftruggle  with,  for  the  country  is  with- 
out eitha*  coal  or  lime-ftone  ;  fo  that  the  lime  is  brought  fixim  the  efiate  of  the  Earl  of 
Elgin,  near  Dumfermline,  who,  I  was  told,  drew  a  confider^ble  revenue  irom  the  kilns. 

In  Dupplin  are  fome  vety  good  pi^res ;  a  remarkable  one  of  Luther,  fiucer,  and 
Catherine  the  jiun,  in  the  characters  ofmufidans,  by  Giorgiani  di  Caftel  iranco. 

A  fine  head  of  a  fecular  prieft,  by  Titian.  St.  Nicholas  blefling  three  children.  Two 
of  cattle,  by  Rofa  di  Tivoh.  A  head  of  Spenfer.  Rubens's  he^,  by  himfelf.  A  fine 
head  of  Butler,  by  Su-  Peter  Lely.  Mrs.  Tofts,  in  the  chara&er  of  St.  Catherine,  by 
Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  Sir  George  Haye,  of  Maginnts,  in  armour,  1640;  doneat  Romet, 
by  L.  Ferdinand.  Haye,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  in  Charles  L's  time,  youlig  and  very  hand- 
fome.  The  fecond  Earl  of  Kinnoui,  by  Vandycfc.  Chancellor  Haye,  by  Mytens.  A 
good  portrait  of  lord  treafurer  Oxford,  by  Richardfon ;  and  a  beautifiil  muiiature  <^ 
Sir  John  Eamly. 

But  the  moft  remarkable  is  a  head  of  the  celebrated  Countefs  of  Defmond,  whom  the 
apologifis  for  the  ufurper  Richard  III.  bring  in  as  an  evidence  againft  the  received  opi- 
nion of  his  deformity :  ihe  was  daughter  of  the  Fitzgeralds  of  Drumana  f,  in  the  county 
of  Waterford,  and  married,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  James  fourteenth  Earl  of  Def- 
Hiond :  was  in  England  in  the  fame  reign,  and  danced  at  court  with  his  brother  Richard, 

*  NesT  tilts  place  wss  rou^ht  thebattte  oFOuppIin,  1333,  between  the  EngliAi,  under  the  command  of 
Eatiolf  ani  ihe  Scots.  The  fail  were  defeated,  Riid  fuch  a  numberof  the  name  of  Hay  dain,  that  the  familr 
n-ould  have  been  cxlindi  had  not  fevcnJ  of  their  wivei  been  left  U  home  pregnant. 

t  Snitb'a  Hilt  of  Cork,  ii'  36. 
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tbenDukeofGloucefter.  She  was  then  a  widow,  for  Sir  Walter  R^eigh  lays  ihebeld 
her  jointure  from  all  the  Earls  of  Defmond  fince  that  time  •.  She  lived  lo  the  age  of 
ibnie  years  above  a  hundred  and  forty,  and  died  in  the  reign  of  James  1.  It  appears 
that  fhe  retained  her  full  vigqjir  in  a  very  advanced  time  of  life }  for  the  ruin  of  the 
houfe  of  Defmond  reduced  her  to  poverty,  and  obliged  her  to  take  a  journey  from- 
Briftol  to  London,  to  folicit  relief  from  the  court,  at  a  time  Qie  was  above  a  hundred- 
and  forty  f.  She  alfo  twice  or  thrice  renewed  her  teeth ;  for  Lord  Bacon  afliires  us, 
in  his  Hift.  of  Life  and  Death,  terper  vices  dentiijfe ;  and  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  men- 
tions that  {he  did  deniire  twice  or  thrice,  calling  ner  old  teeth,  and  others  coming  in 
their  place  J - 

July  27.  AfcendedthehillofMoncrief;  theprofpeft  from  thence  Is  the  glory  of  Scot- 
land, and  well  merits  the  eulogia  given  it  for  the  variety  and  richnefs  of  its  views.  On  the 
fouth  and  weft  appear  Strath-Earn,  embellifhed  with  the  feats  of  Lord  Kinnoul,  L^rd 
Rollo,  and  of  feveral  other  gentlemen  ;  the  Carfe,  or  rich  plain  of  Gowrie;  Stormont 
hills  and  the  hill  of  Kinnoul,  whofe  vaft  cliff  is  remarkable  for  its  beautiful  pebbles. 
The  meanders  of  the  Earn,  which  winds  more  than  any  river  I  at  this  time  had  fecn,. 
are  moft  enlivening  additions  to  the  fcene.  The  lall  turn  it  takes  Ibrms  a  fine  paiin^ 
fu!a  prettily  planted ;  and  jull  beyond  it  joins  the  Tay  §,  whofe  scftuary  lies  full  ia  view^ 
the  fea  clofing  the  profpeft  on  th^  ftde. 

To  the  north  lies  the  town  of  Perth,  with  a  view  of  part  of  its  magnttTcent  bridge ;. 
which,  with  the  fine  woods  called  Perth  Parks,  the  vail  plain  of  Strath-Tay,  the  winding 
of  that  noble  river,  its  iflands,  and  the  grand  boundary  formed  by  the  diflant  highlands, 
finilh  this  matchlefs  fcene.  The  inhautants  of  Perth  are  far  from  being  blind  to  the 
beauties  of  thdr  river ;  for  with  fingular  pleafure  they  relate  the  traditiMi  of  the  Ro- 
man anny»  when  it  came  in  fight  oi  the  Tay,  burfUng  into  the  exclamation  of  Ecu 
Tiberim* 

•  On  ^proacbing  the  town  are'  fome  pretty  walks  handfomely  planted,^  and  at  a  finall 
diftance,  the  remains  of  fome  works  of  Cromwell's,  called  Oliver's  Mount. 

Perth  is  large,  and  in  general  well-built }  two  of  the  flreets  are  remarkably  fine  y  in 
fome  of  the  lefler  are  yet  a  few  wooden  houfes  ia  the  old  ftyle ;  but  as  they  decay,  the 
magiflrates  prohibit  ^e  rebuilding  them  in  the  old  way.  There  is  but  one  parifh,. 
which  has  three  churches,  befides  meetings  for  feparatifts,  who  are  very  numerous. 
One  church,  which  belonged  to  a  monaftiery,  is  very  ancient :  not  a  vedige  of  the  lafl  is 
now  to  be  feen ;  for  the  difciples  of  that  rough  apoille  Knox  made  a  general  defolation- 
of  every  edifice  that  had  given  flielto"  to  the  worftiippers  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  it 
beim;  one  of  his  maxims  to  pull  down  the  nefts,  and  theii  the  rooks  would  Ry  away. 

The  flourifliing  flate  of  Penh  is  owing  to  two  accidents :  the  firft,  that  or  numbers 
of  Cromwell's  wounded  ofEcers  and  foldiers  chuAng  to  reltde  here,  after  he  left  the 
kingdom,  who  introduced  a  fpirit  of  induftry  among  the  people  ;  the  other  caufe  was 
the  long  continuance  of  the  Earl  of  Mar's  army  here  in  1715,  which  occafioned  vaft 
fums  of  money  being  fpent  in  the  place.  But  Uiis  town,  as  well  as  ail  Scoriand,  dates, 
itsprofperity  fromthe  year  1745,  the  government  of  this  part  of  Great  Britain  having 
never  been  fettled  till  a  little  after  that  time.  The  rebellion  was  a  diiorder  violent  in 
its  operation,  but  falutary  in  its  effeds. 

•  Raleigh'i  Hift.  of  the  Woild.  Bookf.  ch.  j.  feft.  5. 

t  Sir  W.  Tvmple't  E&y  on  Healtfa  and  Lonr  Life.    Vtde  hia  Work^  fidlo  ed. !.  ij6. 

X  Cent.  viii.  fc^  75^.  '    f  Taua,  Taciu  Vit.  Agr. 
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,  The  trade  of  Perth  is  confiderable,  it  exports  annually  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoii- 
fand  pounds  worth  of  linen  to  different  places  ;  from  iwenty-fbur  to  thirty  thouli'nd 
bollfi  of  wheat  and  barlcyto  Londoa  and  Ediiiiiurgh,  and  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
thoufand  pounds  worth  of  cured  falmon.  That  filh  is  taken  there  in  vaft  abundance  j 
three  thoufand  have  been  caught  in  one  morning:,  weighing  one  with  another  fixte^n 
pounds;  the  whole  capture,  forty-eight  thoufand  pounds.  The  fifliery  begins' at 
St.  Andrew's  day,  and  ends  Augull  26th,  old  ftyle.  The  rents  of  the  fiflieries  .amount 
to  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

I  was  informed  that  fmelts  come  up  this  river  in  May  and  June. 

There  has  been  in  thefe  parts  a  very  great  fifliery  of  pearl  got  out  of  the  freili-watcr 
nnifcles.  From  the  year  1761  to  1764,  io,oool.  worth  were  fent  to  London,  and  fuM 
from  IDS.  to  il.  16s.  per  ounce.  I  was  told  that  a  pearl  had  been  taken  there  that 
weighed  53  grains.  But  this  5fliery.  is  at  prefeni:  exhauiled,  from  the  avarice  of  the 
undertakers :  it  once  extended  as  far  as  Loch-Tay. 

Gowrie-houfe  is  fliewn  to  all  ftrangers ;  -formerly  the  property  and  refidetice  of  the 
Earl  of  Gowrie,  whofe  tragical  end  and  ntyfteiious  confpiracy  (if  confpiracy  there  wac) 
are  ftill  firefli  in  the  tninds  of  the  people  of  Penh.  At  prefent  the  houfe  is  occupied  by 
fome  companies  of  artiUerj'.  I  was  fhewn  the  (laircafe  where  the  unhappy  nobleman 
was  killed,  the  window  the  frighted  monarch  James  roared  out  of,  and  that  he  efcaped 
through,  when  he  was  faved  from  the  fury  of  the  populace,  by  baily  Roy,  a  friend  of 
Cowrie's,  who  was  extremely  beloved  in  the  town. 

From  the  little  traditions  preferved  in  the  place,  it  feems  as  if  Gowrie  had  not  the 
Icjift  intent  of  murdering  the  king  :  on  the  day  his  majefty  came  to  Perth,  the  ear!  was 
engaged  to  a  wedding'dinner  with  the  dean  of  guild  :  when  the  account  of  the  king's 
defign  reached  him  he  changed  colour,  on  being  taken  fo  unprovided  ;  but  the  dean 
forced  him  to  accept  the  nuptial  feaif,  which  was  fent  over" to  the  earl's  houfe. 

When  the  king  fled,  he  paffed  by  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Moncrief,  near  Earn-bridge, 
vho  happening  (o  be  walking  out  at  that  time,  heard  from  the  mouth  of  his  rerriBed 
inajefty  the  whole  relation  ;  but  the  knight  found  it  fo  marvellous  and  fo  disjointed,  as 
plainly  to  tell  the  king,  "  that  if  it  was  a  true  rtory,  it  was  a  very  ftrange  one." 

Gowrie  was  a  moft  accompliihed  gentleman.  After  he  had  finifhed  his  iludies,  he 
held  the  profeifor  of  philofophy's  chair  for  two  years  in  one  of  the  Italian  univerfities. 

Crofs  the  Tay  on  a  temporary  bridge ;  the  (tone  bridge,  which  is  to  confift  of  nine 
arches,  being  at  this  time  unfiniflied  :  the  largeft  arch  is  feventy-fix  feet  wide;  when 
complete,  it  promifes  to  be  a  molt  magnificent  Itrutlui-e.  The  river  here  is  very  vio- 
lent, and  admits  of  fcarce  any  navigation  above  ;  but  ihips  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burthen  come  up  as  high  as  the  town  ;  and  if  flat-bottomed,  of  even  two  hundred 
tons.  '  ^ 

.Scone  lies  about  a  mile  and  ha'f  higher  up,  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river.  Here  was 
once  an  abbey  of  great  antiquity  •,  which  was  burnt  by  the  reforming  zealots  of  Dundee. 
The  prefent  palace  was  begun  by  Earl  Guwriej  but,  on.  his  death,  being  granted  by 
James  VI.  to  his  favourite  Sir  David  Murray  of  Gofpatrie,  was  coinpleteti  by  him  j 
wiio,  in  gradtude  to  the  King,  has,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  houfe  put  up  the  royal  arms. 
The  houle  is  built  round  two  courts;  the  dining- room  is  large  and  handfome,  has  an 
ancient  but  magnificeni  chtmney-piece,  the  king's  arms,  with  this  motto, 

Notili  hxc  inrifta  mircrunt  cenium  fex  proavi, 
.    •  Founded  by  Akxaader  I.  1114,  forBcanon  reguUr  of  St.  Augnflin. 

,    ■  ^    Beneath 
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Beneadi  are  die  Murray  arms.  In  the  drawing-room  is  fome  good  old  tapel^,  ^th 
an  excellent  figure  of  Mercury.  In  a  fniall  bed-chamber  is  a  medley  fcripture-piece  in 
needle-work,  with  a  border  of  animals,  pretty  well  done ;  the  work  of  Mary  Stuart, 
during  her  conBnemeot  in  Loch-Leven  callle :  but  the  boufe  in  goieral  is  in  a  man- 
ner uufumilhed. 

The  gallery  is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  bng  ;  the  top  arched,  divided  into 
compartments,  filled  with  paintings,  in  water-colours,  of  different  forts  of  huntings } 
and  that  Nimrod,  James  Vl.  and  his  train,  appear  in  every  piece. 

Till  the  deftruftion  of  the  abby,  the  Kings  of  Scotland  were  crowned  here,  fitting  in 
the  &mous  wooden  chair,  which  Edward  I.  tranfported  to  Weftminller  Abby,  much 
to  the  mortification  of  the  Scots,  who  elleemed  it  as  their  palladium.  Charles  II.  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Worcefter,  was  crowned  in  the  prefent  chisel.  The  old  Pretender 
refided  at  Scone  for  a  confiderable  time  in  1715,  and  his  fon  made  it  a  vifit  in  1 745. 

Re-pafled  the  Tay  at  Bullion's  boat ;  vifited  the  field  of  Loncarty,  celebrated  for  the 
great  victory  *  obtained  by  the  Scots  over  the  Danes,  by  means  of  the  gallant  pealant 
Hay,  and  his  two  Ibns,  who,  with  no  other  Weapons  than  the  yokes  which  they  fnatched 
from  their  oiien  then  at  plough,  firft  put  a  (top  to  the  flight  of  their  countrymen,  ami 
aftonrards  led  them  on  tD  conqueft.  The  noble  families  of  Hay  defcend  from  this 
ruflic  hero,  and,  in  memory  of  the  aSion,  bear  for  their  arms  the  inftrument  of  their 
victory,  with  the  allufive  motto  of  Subjuga,  There  are  on  the  fpot  feveral  tumuli,  in 
which  are  frequently  found  bones  depofited  in  loofe  {tones,  difpofed  in  form  of  a  coffin. 
Not  remote  is  a  fpot  which  fupplied  me  with  far  more  agreeable  ideas ;  a  trad  of 
ground,  vtuch  in  1733  was  a  mere  bog,  but  now  converted  into  good  meadows,  ana 
about  fifty  acres  covered  with  linen ;  feveral  other  parts  with  building,  and  all  the  ap- 
paratus of  the  linen  roami&fture,  extremely  curious  and  worth  feeing,  carried  on  by 
the  induflrious  family  of  the  Sandimans :  and  in  the  bleachery  are  annually  whitened 
four  hundred  thoufand  yards  of  linen,  the  maqutadm'e  of  this  family,  and  of  Mr. 
Marfhall  and  others  from  Ferth. 

The  country  is  good,  full  of  barley,  oats,  and  flax  in  abundance ;  but,  after  a  feir 
miles  travelling,  is  fucceeded  by  a  black  heath.  Ride  through  a  beauti&l  plantation 
of  pines,  and,  ^er  defcending  an  eafy  Hope,  the  plain  beneath  fuddenly  contrafh  itfelf 
into  a  narrow  glen.  The  profped  before  me  flrongly  marked  the  entrance  into  the 
Pfighlands,  the  hiUs  that  bounded  it  on  each  fide  being  lofty  and  rude  On  the  left 
was  Bimam  wood,  which  feems  never  to  have  recovered  the  march  which  its  ancedor^ 
made  to  Duafinaae :  I  was  Ihewn  at  a  great  diftance  a  high  ridge  of  hills,  where  fome 
remains  of  that  &mous  fortrefs  (Macbeth's  caftle)  are  laid  yet  to  exill. 

The  pals  into  the  Highlands  is  awfully  magnificent ;  high,  craggy,  and  often  naked 
mountams  prefent  theimelves  to  view,  approach  very  near  each  other,  and  in  many 
parts  are  fringed  with  wood,  overhanging  and  darkening  the  Tay,  that  rolls  with  great 
n^ndity  beneath.  After  fome  advance  in  this  hollow,  a  moCt  beautiful  knowl,  covered 
with  pines,  appears  full  in  view ;  and  foon  after  the  town  of  Dunkeld,  feated  under 
and  environed  by  crags,  partly  naked,  partly  wooded,  with  fummits  of  a  vail  height. 
Lay  at  Inver  tj  a  good  inn  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river. 

July  28.  Crofled  it  in  a  boat,  attended  by  a  tame  fwan,  which  was  perpetually  fob'- 
citing  our  favors,  by  puuing  its  neck  over  the  fides  of  the  ferry-boat.    Land  in  the 

•  In  the  Um«  of  Kenneth,  who  btganWjMlgn  976. 

\  In*rr,  a  place  whrre  a  Icfler  river  mat  into  a  greater ;  or  a  river  into  a  lake  or  (at,  ai  Abotr  Ggmbc* 
io  the  Britilh. 

«/M.  III.  o  Duke,-" 
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Buke  of  Alhol's  gardens,  which  are  extremely  pleafiiig,  wafhed  Ijy  the  river,  aiid  com- 
manding from  different  parts  of  the  walks,  the  moft  beautiful  and  pi£turefque  views  of 
wild  and  gloomy  nature  that  can  be  conceived.  Trees  of  all  kinds  grow  here  ex- 
tremely well ;  and  even  fo  fouth'em  a  ftirub  as  Portugil  laurel  flourishes  greatly.  In 
the  garden  are  the  ruins  of  the  cathedral,  once  a  magnificent  edifice,  as  appears  by 
the  beautiful  round  pillars  flill  Handing  ;  but  the  choir  is  prcferved,  and  at  prefent  ufed 
as  a  church. .  In  the  burial-place  of  the  family  is  a  large  monument  of  the  Marquis  of 
Athol,  hung  with  the  arms  of  the  numerous  connexions  of  the  family. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  is  a  pleafing  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  water  of 
Bran*,  a  great  and  rapid  torrent,  full  of  immenfe  flones.  On  a  rock  at  the  end  of  the 
walk,  is  a  neat  building,  impending  over  a  moH  h  iriible  chafm,  into  which  the  river 
precipitates  itfelfwith  great  notfeand  fury  from  a  confiderablejieight.  The  windows 
of  the  pavilion  are  formed  of  painted  glafs  j,  fonie  of  the  panes  are  red,  which  makes 
the  water  refemble  a  fiery  cataraft.  About  a  mile  further  is  another.  Rumbling  Brig, 
like,  but  inferior  in  grandeur,  to  that  near  Kinrofs. 

T}ie  town  of  Dunkeld  is  fmall,  and  has  a  fmall  linen  manufa£lure.  Much  company 
reforts  here  in  the  (ummer  months,  for  the  beuv  fit  of  drinking  goats'  milk  and  whey  7 
J  was  informed  here,  that  thofe  animals  will  eat  ferpents ;  as  it  is  well  known  that 
Aags  do. 

After  a  ride  of  two  miles,  along  a  narrow  Hrait,  amidft  trees,  and  often  in  fight  of 
.the  Tay,  was  driven  by  rain  into  a  fifhcrman's  hut,  who  entertained  me  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  bufmefs :  faid  he  paid  ten  pounds  per  ann.  for  the  liberty  of  two  or  three^ 
miles  of  the  river  ;  fold  the  firfl  fifh  of  the  feafon  at  three-pence  a  pound  ;  after  that, 
got  three  fhillings  per  fifli.  The  houfes  in  thefe  parts  began  to  he  covered  with  broom, 
which  lafts  three  or  four  years :  their  infides  mean,  and  very  fcantily  furnifhedi  but 
the  owners  civil,  fenfible,  and  of  the  quickeft  apprehenfions. 

The  ftrait  now  widens  into  a  vale  plentiful  in  oats,  barley  and  flax,  and  well  peopled. 
On  the  right  is  the  junffion  of  the  Tay  and  the  Tumel :  the  channels  of  thefe  riv«rs 
are  wide,  full  of  gravel,  the  mark  of  their  devaluation  during  floods.  Due  north  is  the 
toad  to  Blair  and  Fort  Auguftus,  through  the  noted  pafs  of  Killicrankie  :  turn  to  the 
left ;  ride  oppofite  to  Caftle  Menzies :  reach  'I'aymouth,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  oi 
Br6adalbane.  , 

July  29,  &c.  Taymouth  t  lies  in  a  vale  fcarce  a  mile  broad,  very  fertile,  hounded 
on  each  fide  by  mountains  finely  planted.  Thofe  on  the  fouth  are  covered  with  trees, 
or  with  corn-fields  far  up  their  fides.  The  hills  on  the  north  are  planted, with  pines 
and  other  trees,  and  vaflly  fteep,  and  have  a  very  Alpine  look ;  but  particularly  re- 
femble the  great  flope,  oppofite  the  Grande  Chartreufe  in  Dauphin^.  His  lordfhip's 
policy  \  furrounds  the  houfe,  which  ftands  in  the  park,  and  is  one  of  the  few  in  which 
fallow  deer  are  feen. 

The  ground  is  in  remarkable  fine  order,  owing  to  his  Lordfhip's  afllduity  in  clearing 
it  from  ftones,  with  which  it  was  once  covered.  ■  A  blafler  was  in  conftant  employ  to 
blaft  the  greatftones  with  gun-powder")  for,  by  reafon  of  then:  fize,  there  was  no  other 
method  of  removing  them. 
,  The  Berceau  walk  is  very  magnificent,-  compofed  of  great  trees,  forming  a  fine 
gothic  arch }  and  probably  mat  fpecies  of  archite£ture  owed  its  origin  to  fuch  vaulted 

•  RiTera  io  Scotland  are  very  frequently  called  wateri. 

f  Its  name  in  old  map*  ii  fialloch  ;  i.  e.  the  mouth  of  the  Loch  :  Bala  in  the  Br!ti(h  lan|;uage. 
X  Th!t  word  here  JlgtiiSet  improvementl,  or  dcmtfac :  when  ufed  by  a  merchant,  or  tradefoiaii,  fignifict 
llicir  wucliDurMj  Jhopi,  Rod  the  like, 
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fliades.  The  *alk  on  the  bank  of  the  Tay  is  fifty  feet  wide, '  and  Iwo-and-twenty  hun- 
dred yards  long ;  but  is  to  be  continued  as  far  as  the  jundion  of  the  Tay  and  the  Lion, 
which  is  about  as  far  more.  The  firft  runs  on  the  fides  of  the  walk  with  great  ra> 
pldity,  is  clear,  but  not  cclourlefs,  foritspellucidnefs  is  like  that  of  brown  cryflal ;  as 
is  the  cafe  with  moft  of  the  rivers  in  Scotland,  which  receive  their  tinge  from  the  bogs. 
'I'he  Tay  has  here  a  wooden  bridge  two  hundred  feet  long,  leading  to  a  white  feat  on 
the  fide  of  the  oppofite  hill,  commanding  a  fine  view  up  and  downScrath-Tay.  The 
rich  nieadows  beneath,  ihe  winding  of  the  river,  the  beginning  of  Loch-Tay,  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  river  out  of  it,  the  neat  village  and  church  of  Kinmore,  form  a  moil  plea- 
-  fing  and  magnificent  prorptft. 

■  The  view  from  tiie  temple  of  Venus  is  that  of  the  lake,  with  a  nearer  fight  of  the 
church  and  village,  and  the  difcharge"of  the  river.  The  lake  is  about  one  mile*broad» 
tad  fifteen  long,  bounded  on  each  fide  by  lofty  mountains  j  makes  three  great  bends,, 
which  add  to  its  beauty.  1  hofe  on  the  fouth  are  well  planted,  and  finely  cultivated 
high  up  ;  interfperfed  with  the  habitations  of  the  Highlanders,  not  fingly,  but  in  fmall 
groupes,  as  if  they  loved  fociety  or  clanlhip  :  they  are  very  fmall,  mean,-  and  without 
windows  or  chimnies,  and  are  (he  difgrace  of  North  Britain,  as  its  lakes  and  rirers  are 
its  glory.  Loch-Tay  is  in  many  places  a  hundred  fathoms  deep,  and  witW  as  many 
yards  of  the  ffiore,  fifty  four.    . 

Till  of  late,  thb  lake  was  fuppofed  to  be  as  incapable  of  freezing  as  Loch-Nefs,- 
Loch-Earn,  and  Loch-Each  ;  though  Loch-Rannoch,  and  even  Loch>Fine,  an  ami  of 
the  fea,  often  does.  But  in  March  1771,  fo  rigorous  and  uncommon  was  the  cold* 
that  about  the  twentieth  of  that  montklhis  vaft  body  of  water  was  frozen  over  in  one 
part  from  fide  to  fide,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fingte  night ;  -and  fo  llrong  was  the  ice,  as 
greatly  to  damage  a  boat  which  was  caught  in  it.  ^ 

Loch-Tay  abounds  with  pike,  perch,  eels,  falmon,  char,  and  trout ;  of  the  hS, 
fome  have  been  taken  that  weighed  above  thirty  pounds.  Of  tjiefe  fpecies,  the  High- 
landers abhor  eels,  and  alfo  lampreys,  fancying,  from  the  form,  that  they  are  too  nearly 
related  to  ferpents. 

The  north  fide  is  lefs  wooded,  but  more  cultivated.  The  vaft  hill  of  Laurs,  with  beds 
of  fnow  on  it,  through  great  part  of  the  year,  rifes  above  the  reft,  and  the  ftill  loftier 
mountain  of  Behmor  doles  the  view  far  beyond  the  e»d  of  the  lake.  All  this  country 
abounds  with  game,  fuch  as  Grous,  ptarmigans  •,  flags,  and  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  hare, 
which  is  found  only  on  the  fummits  of  the  higheft  hills,  and  never  mixes,  with  the 
common  kind,  which  is  frequent  enough  in  the  vales  t :  is  lefs  than  the  common  hare  } 
its  limbs  more  flender  ;  its  flefh  more  delicate  :  is  very  agile,  and  full  of  frolick  when 
kept  tame  ;  is  fond  of  honey  and  carraway  comfits,  and  prognofticates  a  ftorm  by  eating 
its  own  dung  :  in  a  wild  ftate  does  not  run  an  end,  but  feeks  Iheher  under  ftones  as 
foort  as  pofiible.  During  fummer  its  predominant  colour  is  grey  :  about  September  it 
begins  to  affume  a  fnowy  whitenefs,  the  alteration  of  colour  appearing  about  the  neck 
and  rump,  and  becomes,  entirety  white,  except  the  edges  and  tips  of  the  earsj  in 
April  it  again  refumes  its  grey  ciiat. 

The  ptarmigans  inhabit  the  very  fummitsof  the  higheft  mountains,  amidft  the  rocks, 
perching  among  the  grey  ftones,  and  during  fummer  are  fcarcely  to  be  dlftinguilhed 
from  them,  by  reafon  of  their  colour.  They  feidom  take  long  fl  ghts,  but  Ay  about 
like  pigeons ;  are  filly  birds,  and  fo  tame  as  to  fuffer  a  ftone  to  be  fiung  at  them  with- 
out rifing.    It  is  not  neceffary  to  have  a  dog  to  liaJ  them.    They  tafte  fo  like  a  grous. 


*  Br.Zool,  I.  No.gj.  ■  I  Ibid.  No.2i. 
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as  to  be  fcarce  diftinguHhable.  During  winter,  their  plumage,  except  a  few  feathers 
on  the  tail,  are  of  a  pure  white,  the  colour  of  the  fiww,  in  which  they  bury  diemfelves 
in  heaps,  as  a  prote6tion  from  the  rigorous  air. 

Royfion  crows,  called  here  hooded  crows,  aAd  in  the  Erie,  feannag,  are  very  com- 
mon, and  refide  here  the  whole  year.  They  breed  in  all  forts  of  trees,  not  only  in  the 
Highlands,  but  even  in  the  plains  of  Murray  :  lay  Tie  eggs ;  have  a  Ihriller  note  than 
the  common  fort ;  are  much  more  mifchievous ;  pick  out  the  eyes  of  Iambs,  and  even 
of  horfes,  when  engaged  in  bogs ;  but  for  want  of  other  food,  will  eat  cranberries,  and 
other  mountain  berries. 

Ring  ouzels  breed  among  the  hills,  and  in  autumn  defcend  in  flocks  to  feed  on  the 
berries  of  the  wickeh  trees.  - 

Sea  eagles  breed  in  ruined  towers,  but  quit  the  country  in  winter.  The  black  eagles 
continue  there  the  whole  year. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  leave  the  environs  of  this  delightful  place.  Before  I  go  within 
doors,  muft  recal  to  mind  the  fme  winding  walks  on  the  Ibuth  fide  of  the  hills,  the 
great  beedi  fisteen  feet  in  girth,  the  pifhirefque  birch  with  its  long  dreaming  branches, 
the  hermit^,  the  great  catara^  adjacent,  and  the  darkfome  chafm  beneath.  I  mull 
enjoy  over  again  the  view  of  the  fiiie  reach  of  the  Tay,  and  its  union  with  the  broad 
water  of  the  Lion :  I  muft  ftep  down  to  view  the  druidical  circles  of  ftones  ;  and,  lallly, 
'  I  muft  vifit  Tay-bridge,  and,  as  far  as  my  pen  can  contribute,  extend  the  fame  of  our 
military  countrymen,  who,  among  ortier  woi^  worthy  of  the  Romans, .  founded  this 
braise,  and  left  itsbUlory  inkribed  m  thefe  terms  : 

Mirarc 

Viam  banc  mitiUrem 

'Ultra  Romanot  tcrminoi 

M.  palTuum  ccl.  hac  iliac 

ExUn&m  ; 

Tefqaii  ct   pa]ud!bufl    infiiltantem 

Ftr  mnntes  nipelqae  patcfaftam 

Et   mdignanti   Tavo 

Ut  ccTDK  inftratam ; 

Opus  hoc  arduum  fua  fnlertia, 

£t  deccnnali  militum  opera, 

A  -JEr,  Xnse.  1733.     Pofuit  G.  Wadi 

Copiinim  in  Scotia  Prsefediu. 

Eccc  quantum  vateant 

Regia  Georgii  II.  aufpicia.  ■ 

'f  aymonth  is  a  birge  houfe,  a  caftle  modernized.  The  moft  remarkable  part  of  ita 
furniture  is  the  works  of  the  fomous  Jamefon',  the  Scotch  Vandyck,  an  eleve  of  this 
femily.  That  Angular  performance  of  his,  the  genealogical  pifture,  is  in  good  pre- 
fervation.  The  chief  of  the  Argyle  family  is  placed  tecumbent  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  with  a  branch ;  on  the  right  is  a  fingle  head  of  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Duncan 
Campbell,  laird  of  Lochou  ;  but  on  the  various  ramifications,  are  the  names  of  his 
defcendants,  and  along  the  body  of  the  tree  are  nine  fmall  heads,  in  oval  frames,  with 
the  names  on  the  margins,  all  done  with  great  neatnefs :  the  fecond  fon  was  the  firft  of 
the  houfe  of  Breadatbane,  which  branched  from  the  other  about  four  hundred  years 

•  Sonof  nnsTchiteflat  Aberdeen  j  lludied  under  Reubens,  at  Antwnp.  Cbarlet  1,  fat  to  hi'tn,  and 
prcfcnted  him  wkh  a  diamond  riii);  He  always  drewhimfelf  with  his  hat  oa.  His  prices  were  aol. 
bcota,  or  A.  i».  aA.  EngliAi,  per  head  :  was  born  in  ij86  )  died  at  Edinburgh,  1644.  Fort  further  ac^ 
c«uDt,  confult  Mr.  Walpolc'i  Anccdotei  of  Punting. 
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ago.  In  a  comer  is  ioTcribed,  "  The  Genalone  of  the  houfe  of  Glenorquhie  quhairof 
isdefcendit  fuodrie  nobil  and  worthie  houfes.  Jamefon  faciebat  1635."  Its  fize  is  dght 
feet  by  five.  In  the  fame  room  are  about  twenty  heads  of  perfons  of  the  &mily ; 
among  others,  that  of  a  lady,  fo  very  ugly,  that  a  wag,  on  feeing  it,  with  lifted  hands 
pronounced,  that  {he  was  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  There  are  in  the  fame 
houfe,  feveral  heads  by  Jamefon,  but  many  of  them  unfortunately  fpoiled  in  the  re-  ' 
pairing. 

In  the  library  is  a  fmall  book,  called  from  the  binding,  the  Black  Book,  with  fome 
beautiful  drawings  in  it,  on  vellum,  of  the  Breadalbane  family,  in  water  colours.  In 
the  firft  page  is  old  Sir  Duncan  between  two  other  figures,  then  follow  feveral  chiefs 
of  the  family,  among  whom  is  Sir  Colin,  Knight  of  Rhodes,  who  died  1480,  aged  80; 
At  the  end  is  a  manufcript  hiltory  of  the  family,  ending,  I  think,  in  1633. 

July  30.  Went  to  divine  fervice  at  Kinmore  '  church,  which,  with  the  village,  was  - 
re-built,  in  the  neateil  manner  hy  the  prefent  Lord  Breadalbane  :  they  (land  beautifolly 
on  a  fmall  headlatKl,  projecting  into  the  lake.  His  lordfhip  permits  the  inhabitants  to 
.  live  rent'free,  on  condition  they  extrdfe  fome  trade,  and  keep  their  houfes  clean  :  fo 
that,  by  thefe  terms,  he  not  only  faves  the  expence  of  fending,  on  every  trifling  occa- 
fioo,  to  Perth  or  Crief,  but  has  got  fome  as  good  workmen,  in  common  trades,  as  any 
in  his  Majefty's  dominions. 

The  church  is  a  remarkably  neat  plain  building,  with  a  very  handfome  tower  fleeple. 
The  congregation  was  numerous,  decent,  attentive,  ftill ;  well  and  neatly  clad,  and  not 
a  ragged  or  flovenly  perfon  among  them.  There  were  two  fervices,  one  in  Englifh, 
the  other  in  Erie.  After  the  Brll,  numbers  of  people,.of  both  fexes,  went  out  of  the 
church,  and,  feating  themfelvesin  the  church-yard,  made,  in  their  motley  habits,  a  gay 
and  pi^urefque  appearance.  The  devotion  of  the  common  people  of  Scotland  on  the 
ufual  days  ot^  wonhip,  is  as  much  to  be  admired,  as  their  conduct  at  the  facrament  in 
certain  places  is  to  be  cenfured.  It  is  celebrated  but  once  in  a  year  f,  when  there  are 
fometimes  three  thoufand  communicants,  and  as  many  idle  fpedators.  Of  the  firft,  as 
many  as  poflible  crowd  on  each  fide  of  a  long  table,  and  the  elements  fometimes  are 
rudely  fhoven  from  one  to  another ;  and  in  certain  places,  before  the  day  is  at  an  end, 
lighting  and  other  indecencies  enfue.  It  has  often  been  made  a  feafon  for  debauchery  j 
and  to  this  day.  Jack  cannot  always  be  perfuaded  to  eat  his  meat  like  a  Chriflian  J. 

Every  Sunday  a  collection  is  made  for  the  fick  or  neceflitous  ;  for  poor's  rates  are 
unknown  in  every  parilh  in  Scotland.  Notwithflanding  the  common  people  are  bQt  juft 
rouzed  from  their  native  indolence,  very  few  beggars  are  feen  in  North  Britain  :  either 
they  are  full  mailers  of  the  leffon  of  being  content  with  a  very  little  ;  or,  what  is  more 
probable,  they  are  pofTeffed  of  a  fpirit  that  will  llruggle  hard  with  necefOty  before  it  will 
bend  to  theafking  ofalms. 

Vifited  a  pretty  ifland  in  Loch-Tay,  tuffed  with  trees,  and  not  far  from  the  fhore. 
On  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  priory  dependent  on  that  at  gcoune ;  founded  in  1 I2Z,  by 
Alexander  the  Firft  j  in  which  were  depofited  the  remains  of  his  Queen  Sybilla,  natu- 
ral daughter  to  Henry  I. :  it  was  founded  by  Alexander  in  order  for  the  prayers  of  the 
Monks  for  the  repofe  of  his  foul  and  that  of  his  royal  confort  §.*  To  thip  ifland  the 
Campbells  retreated,  during  the  fucceffes  of  the  Marquifs  of  Montrofe,  where  they  de- 
fended themfelves  againft  that  hero,  which  was  one  caufe  of  his  violent  refentment 
againft  the  whole  name. 

*  Or  the  Great  Head. 

■J-  Formerly  the  facrament  was  aJm'nillerei]  but  once  in  two  years.  J  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

^  A»  appears  from  a  grant  made  hy  that  monarch  of  the  ifle  in  Locti-Tay,  U/£ra  tctlefa  itl  pro  me  tt 
fn*mma&:ihii.hs  Hi  tie/imfft/atricelur,  &c. 
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July  31(1,  Rode  to  Glen-Lion  ;  went  by  tlie  fide  of  ihe  river*  thai  gives  name  to  it. 
It  has  now  loft  hs  ancient  title  of  Duie,  or  Black,  given  it  on  account  of  a  great  battle 
iietwecn  the  Mackays  and  the  Macgregors ;  after  which,  the  conquerors  are  fiid  to  have 
ftained  the  waters  with  red,  by  walhirig  in  it  their  bloody  fwords  and  fpears.  <Jn  the 
right  is  a  rocky  hill,  called  Shi-hallen,  or  'the  Paps.  Enter  Glen-Lion  through  a  ftrait 
pafs  :>  the  vale  is  narrow,  but  fertile  ;  the  banks  of  the  river  fteep,  rocky,  and  wooded  ; 
through  which  appears  the  rapid  water  of  the  Lion.  On  th.e  north  is  a  round  fortrefs,  ■ 
on  the  top  of  a  hill :  to  which  in  old  times,  the  natives  retreated  on  any  invafion.  A 
little  farther,  on  a  plain,1s  a  (mair  Roman  camp  f,  called  by  the  Highlanders  Foningal, 
or  the  fort  of  the  Strangers  :  ihemfelves  they  ftiie  Na  fian,  or  dcfccndanls  of  Fingal. 
In  Fortingal  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  a  prodigious  yew-tree,  whofe  ruins  raea- 
fured  fifty-fix  feet  and  a  half  in  circumference. 

Saw  at  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Campbell  of  Glen-Lion,  a  curious  walking-ftaff,  belong, 
ing  to  one  of  his  anceftors  :  it  was  iron  cafed  in  leather,  five  feet  long ;  at  the  top  a 
neat  pair  of  extended  wings,  like  a  caduceus ;  but,  on  being  ffiaken,  a  poniard,  two 
feet  nine  inches  long,  darted  out. 

He  alfo  favoured  me  with  the  fight  of  a  very  ancient  brotche,  which  the  Highlands 
ufe,  like  the  fibula  of  the  Romans,  to  faften  their  veft  :  it  is  made  offilver,  is  round, 
with  a  bar  crofs  the  middle,  from  whence  are  two  tongues  to  faften  the  folds  of  the 
garments  :  one  fide  is  ftydded  with  pearl,  or  coarfe  gems,  in  a  verj  rude  manner  ;  on 
che  olher,  the  names  of  the  three  kings  of  Cologne,  Cafpar,  Melchior,  Baltazar ;  with 
the  word  confummatim.  It  was  prol«ib!y  a  confecrated  brotche,  and  worn  not  only  for 
ufe,  but  as  an  amulet.  Keyfler's  account  of  the  virtues  attributed  to  their  names  con- 
firms my  opinion.  He  fays  that  they  were  written  on  flips  of  paper  in  this  form,  and 
worn  as  prefervatives  againft  the  ^Ihng-ficknefs  : 

Gafparfert  Myrrham,  Thus  Melchior,  Balthazar,  Aurum; 

Solvitur  a  morbo  Chrifti  pietate  caduco. 

Return  South,  and  come  at  once  in  fight  of  Loch-Tay.  The  day  very  fine  and  calm, 
the  whole  fcene  was  nipft  beautifully  repeated  in  the  water.  I  muft  not  omit  that  on 
the  north  fide  of  this  lake  is  a  mod  excellent  road,  which  runs  the  jvhole  length  of  ir, 
leading  to  Tiendrum  and  Inverary,  in  Argylefhire,  and  is  the  route  which  travellers 
muft  take,  who  make  what  I  call  the  petit  tour  {  of  Scotland.  This  whole  road  was  , 
made  at  the  fole  expence  of  the  prefent  Lord  Breadalbane;  who,  to  facilitate  the  tra- 
velling, alfo  ereSed  thirty-two  ftone  bridges  over  the  torrents  that  rulh  from  the 
mountains  into  the  take.  They  will  find  the  whole  country  excell  in  roads,  partly  mili. 
tary,  partly  done  by  ftatute  labour,  and  much  by  the  munificence  of  the  great  men. 

I  was  informed,  that  Lord  Brcadalbane's  eftate  was  fo  extenfive  that  he  could  ride  a 
hundred  miles  an  end  on  it,  even  as  far  as  the  Weft  Sea,  where  he  has  aUb  fome  iflands. 
Thefe  great  properties  are  divided  into  diftrifts,  called  Officiaries ;  a  ground  officer  pre- 
fides  over  each,  and  has  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  men  under  his  care.  He  fuper- 
intends  the  duties  due  from  each  to  their  Lord,  fuch  as  fetching  peat,  bringing  coat 
from  Grief,  &c.  which  they  do,  at  their  own  exper.ce,  on  horles  backs,  travelling  in 

•  Til  IB  river  freezes  i  biittheTay.  which  receives,  nevir  does. 

-^  It  pofliblf  migki  hdve  been  made  during  the  eKpcdhton  of  Scverus,  vho  pVnetratcil  to  the  eilremity 
of  this  ifland.     Il  was  the  mod  northern  work  of  the  llomaoi  of  w  hich  I  had  any  intelligence. 

^  Which  comprebends  the  route  I  have  defcribed  ;  adding-  to  it,  from  Taymouih,  along  the  road,  on 
the  Gdc  of  tha  lake,  to  Killin,  16  mites  ;  from  thence  to  Tiendmni,  to  )  Glenoichie,  12  ;  Inveraray,  'At 
Lafs,  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Lomond,  ^o;  Dumbarton,  12:  Glafgow,  15  ;  Sterling,  31';  Edii. burgh,  by 
fiopctoun  Houfe,  35  t  a  trafl' unparalleled,  for  the  Tariety  and  frequency  «f  fine  and  magniriceut  fcencry. 


ftrings,' 
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ftrings,  the  tail  of  one  horfe  being  fattened  by  a  cord,  which  reaches  to  the  head  of  the 
next;  the  horfes  are  little,  and  generally    white  or  grey;  and  as  the  farms  are  very     - 
fmall,  it  is  common  for  four  to  keep  a  plough  between  them,  each  fiimifhiag  a  horfe, 
and  this  called  a  horfe-gang. 

The  north  fide  of  Loch-Tay  is  very  populous ;  for  in  fifteen  fquare  mDes  are  feven- 
teen  hundred  and  eighty  fix  fouls  :  on  the  other  fide,  abpve  twelve  hundred.  The 
country,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  manu&flures  a  great  deal  of  thread.  They  fpm  with 
roctts*,  which  they  do  while  they  attend  their  ci^ttle  on  the  hills;  and,  at  the  four 
'  &irs  in  the  year,  held  at  Kinmore,  above  fixteen  hundred  pounds  worth  of  yam  is  fold 
out  of  Breadalbane  only  :  which  ihews  the  increafe  of  induftry  in  thefe  parts,  for  lefs 
than  forty  years  ago  th?re  was  not  the  leaft  tr»de  m  this  article.  The  yarn  is  bought 
by  perfons  who  attend  the  fairs  for  that  purpofe,  and  fell  it  again  at  Perth,  Glafgow, 
and  other  places,  where  it  is  manufaftured  into  cloth. 

Much  of  this  may  be  owing  to  the  good  fenfe  and  humanity  of  the  chieftan  ;  but 
much'  again  is  owing  to  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  tenures,  or  vaflalage ;  for  beibre 
that  was  effefted,  (which  was  done  by  the  influence  of  a  chancellort,  whofe  memory 
Scotland  gratefully  adores  forthat  fervice)  the  ftrong  oppreflied  the  weak,  the  rich  the 
poor.  Courts  indeed  were  held,  and  juries  called ;  but  juries  of  vaflals,  too  dependent 
and  too  timid  to  be  relied  on  for  the  execution  of  true  juilice. 

Auguft  I.  Leave  Taymouth  ;  ford  the  lion,  and  ride  above  it  through  fome  woods. 
On  the  left  burHs  out  a  fine  cafcade,  in  a  deep  hollow,  covered  with  trees:  at  a  fmall 
dillance  to  the  weft  is  Caftle  Garth  ?  or,  more  properly,  Garbh,  i.  e.  The  rough  placed 
a  fmall  caftle  feated  like  Caflle  Campbell,  between  two  deep  glens.  Keep  afcending  a 
fteep  hill,  but  the  corn  country  continues  for  a  while  :■  the  fcene  then  changes  for  a 
wild,  black,  and  mountainous  heath.  Defcend  into  Rannoch,  a  meadowy  plain,  toler- 
ably fertile  :  the  lake  of  the  fame  name  extends  from  eaft  to  weft ;  is  about  eleven  miley 
long,  and  one  broad  v  the  northern  bank  appears  very  barren  :  part  of  the  fouthera 
finely  covered  with  a  fureft  of  pine  and  birch,  the  firft  natural'woods  I  had  feen  of  ptnes  ; 
rode'  a  good  way  in  It,  but  obferved  no  trees  of  any  fize^  except  a  birch  fixteen  feet  in 
circumference :  the  ground  beneath  the  trees  is  covered  with  heath  bilberries,  and 
dwarf  arbutos,  whofe  gloify  leaves  make  a  pretty  appearance.  This  place  gives  fhelter 
to  black  game,  and  Roes.  Thefe  animals  are  found  from  the  banks  of  Loch-Lomond,, 
as  far  north  as  the  entrance  into  Caithnefs:  in  fummer  their  hair  is  fhort,fmooth,glo(ry,. 
and  red  ;  at  approach  of  winter  grows  long  and  hoary,  and  proves  an  excellent  defence 
againft  the  rigour  of  the  Highland  air.  The  weight  of  a  full  grown  roe  is  6olb.  The 
horns  of  the  fecond  year  are  ftrait,  llender,  and  without  any  branch  :  in  the  third  be-  '■ 

come  bifurcated  :  in  the  fourth,  trifurcated,  s^ad  grow  more  fcabrous  and  ftronger,  in 
proportion  to  their  longevity.  They  feed  during  fummer  on  grafs,  and  are  remarkably 
fond  of  the  Rubus  Saxatilis,  called  in  the  Highlands,  on- that  account,  the  Roebuck 
Berry.  When  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  they  browse  on  the  extreme  branches 
of  the  pine  and  juniper.  They  bring  two  young  at  a  time  :  the  fawns  elegantly  fpotted. 
with  white.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  rear  them  ;  commonly  eight  out  of  ten  dyjng.  in 
the  attempt.  The  flefli  of  the  Roe  is  by  fome  ccoimted  a  delicacy:  tomeitfeemed 
Tery  dry.    They  keep  in  fmall  famiUes  of  five    or  fix.. 

*  Their  Lord  give*  among  them  annually  a  great  number  of  (pinnrng-  vhecrs,.  which  will  foon  cauft  the 
difufcoftherock. 

f  Eacl  of  Hardftick,  who  mtj  be  truly  faJd  to  have  given  to  the  North  Brttont  their  great  charter  of  . 
tberty. 

Near 
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Near  thefe  woods  is  a  faw<niiU,  which  is  rented  from  the  Government :  and  the  te- 
nant is  obliged  to  work  1 50  tons  of  timber  annually,  paying  eighteen '(hillings  and  fix- 
pence  per  ton.  The  deal,  which  is  the  red  fort,  is  fold  in  plank  to  different  parts  of 
the  country,  carried  on  horfes  backs,  for  the  trees  are'now  grown  fo  fcarce  as  not_to 
admit  of  exportation  *. 

The  lake  affords  no  other  hfh  than  trouts,  ftnall  chars,  and  bull  trouts :  the  lad,  as 
I  was  informed,  are  fometimes  taken  of  the  length  of  four  feet  and  a  half.  Many  water 
■  fowl  breed  in  the  bb-ns  or  little  ftreams  that  trickle  into  the  lake  j  among  others,  dif- 
ferent forts  of  grebes  and  divers:  I  was  told  of  one  which  the  inhabitants  call  Far- 
bhuachaille,  orthe  Herd-man's  Watcfa-tnan,  that  makes  a  great  noife  before  (lorms, 
and  by  their  defcription  find  it  to  be  the  northern  diver.  Br.  Zool.  4th  Ed.  Vol.  II. 
No.  437.     No  rats  have  hitherto  beoi  obferved  in  this  country. 

This  country  was  once  the  property  of  Robertfoil  of  Struan,  and  was  granted  to  an 
anceftor  of  his,  as  a  reward  for  taking  Robert  Graham,  the  ruffian  who  murdered 
James  I.  ft  was  then  valued  at  a  hundred  marks.  He  vras  Kkewife  permitted  to  bear 
m  his  coat  of  arms  a  Graham  bound  in  chains.  A  defcendant  of  his,  (lyled  Mac- 
Robert,  wasthe  moft  potent  plunderer  of  his  days,  and,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred 
men,  fqr  a  long  time  ravaged  Athol  and  the  adjoining  countries,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  ot  James  V.  but  at  length  was  furprized  and  flaint.  The  late  Struan  feemed  to 
inherit  his  turbulent  difpofition.  He  had  been  in  the  rebellion  of  1715 }  had  hiseftale 
reftored,  but  in  1 745  rebelling  a  fecond  time,  the  country  was  burnt,  and  the  eftate 
annexed  to  the  crown.  He  returned  a  few  years  after,  and  died  as  he  lived,  amoft- 
abandoned  fot ;  notwithftanding  which,  he  had  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  left  bchind'him 
a  volume  of  elegies  and  other  pieces,  in  fome  of  which  he  elegantly  laments  the  rav- 
ages of  war  among  his  vaflals,  and  the  lofs  of  his  &vorite  fcenes,  and  in  particular  his 
fountain  Argentine. 

The  country  is  perfectly  highland ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  ,  intercourfe  this  and  the 
ndgfabouring  parts  have  of  late  years  had  with  the  red  of  the  world,  it  ftill  retains  feme 
of  Its  ancient  cuftoms  and  fuperllitions  :  they  decline  daily,  but  led  their  memory 
ihould  be  lod,  I  ftiallmention  feveral  that  are  ftill  praftifed,  or  but  very  lately  difufed 
in  the  traft  I  had  palTed  over.  Such  a  record  will  have  this  advantage,  when  the 
follies  are  extinct,  in  teaching  the  undiackled  and  enlightened  mind  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pure  ceremonies  of  religion,  and  the  wild  and  anile  flights  of  fuperftidon. 

The  belief  in  fpeftres  ftill  exids  j  of  which  I  had  a  remarkable  proof  while  I  was  in 
the  county  of  Breadalbane.  A  poor  vifionary,  who  had  been  working  in  his  cabbage 
garden,  imagined  that  he  was  raifed  fuddenly  into  the  air,  and  conveyed  over  a  wall 
into  an  adjacent  corn  field  f  ;  that  he  found  hinifelf  furround&d  by  a  crowd  of  men  and 
Yvomen,  many  of  whom  he  knew  to  have  been  dead  fome  years,  and  who  appeared  to 
him  (kimming  over  the  tops  of  the  unbended  com,  and  mingling  together  like  bees 
gomg  to  hive :  that  they  fpoke  an  unknown  language,  and  with  a  hollow  found :  that 
they  very  roughly  pulhed  him  to  and  fro ;  but  on  his  uttering  the  name  of  God,  ail 
vanifhed  but  a  female  fprite,  who  feizing  him  by  the  fhoulderi|  obliged  him  to  promife 
an  affignation,  at  that  very  hour,  that  day  fevennight :  that  he  then  found  that  his  hair 
was  all  tied  in  double  knots,  and  that  he  had  almoft  lod  the  ufe  of  his  fpeech ;  that 
he  kept  his  word  with  tlie  fpedre,   whom  he  foon  faw  come  floating  through  the 

•  Some  Pot  Afli  is  alfo  made  of  the  Birch  wood.  f  Buchanan,  Kb.  xtii.  c.  47. 

J  Tbefc  tale*  of  fpeftral  tranfportatioa*  are  far  from  being  new ;  Mr.  Auhrej,  in  hia  MitcellKDin,  p.  13, 
^tvMlwo  ridiculoui  nliuooi  of  almoft  finiiarfaiSl,  one  ia.DevoDfhire,  [he  other  id  the  Shire  of  Murray. 
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air  tomrds  him :  that  he  fpoke  to  her,  but  Ihe  told  him  at  that  time  Hie  vas  in  too  much 
hafie  to  attend  to  him,  bat  bid  him  go  away,  and  no  harm  fliould  befall  him';  and  fo 
the  afl^ir  refted  when  I  left  the  country.  But  it  is  incredible  the  mifchief  thefe  -^gri 
Somnia  did  in  the  neighbourhood  :  the  fiiends  and  relations  of  the  deceafed,  whom  the 
old  Dreamer  had  named,  were  in  the  utmoll  anxiety  at  finding  them  in  fuch  bad  com-  . 
fottf  in  the  oAer  world :  the  almoil  exdnQ  belief  of  the  old  idle  tales  began  again  to 
gain  groimd,  and  the  good  minifter  will  have  many  a  weary  difcourfe  and  exhortation 
before  be  can  eradicate  the  abfurd  ideas  this  idle  (lory  has  revived. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  the  Aotion  of  witchcraft  is  quite  loft :  it  was  obfared  to 
Ceafe  almoft  immediately  on  the  repeal  of  the  witch  ad  *  ;  a  proof  what  a  dangerous    . 
inftrument  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  vindidive,  or  of  the  credulous. 
-  Among  tlie  fuperftitious  culloms  thefe  are  the' mod  Gngular.    A  Highlander  never 
begins  any  thing  of  confequence  on  the  day  of  the  week  on  which  the  third  of  May  h\is, 
which  he  ftyles  La  Sheachanna  na  bleanagh,  or  the  diTmal  day. 

On  the  I  ft  of  May,  the  herdfmen  of  every  village  hold  thdr  Bel-tien  t,  a  rural  iacri- 
lice.  They  cut  a  fquare  trench  on  ihe  ground,  leaving  the  turf  in  the  middle  ;  on  that 
they  make  a  fire  of  wood»on  which  the^  drels  a  large  caudle  of  eggs,  butter,  oatmeal 
and  milk ;  and  bring  befides  the  ingredients  of  the  caudle,  plenty  ^beer  and  whifky ; 
for  each  of  the  company  muft  contribute  fomething.  The  rites  begin  with  fpilling 
Ibme  of  the  caudle  on  the  ground,  byway  of  libation:  on  that  every  one  takes  a  cake 
of  oatmeal,  upon  which  are  r^ed  nine  fquare  knobs,  each  dedicated  to  fome  particular 
being,  the  fuppofed  preferver  ef  their  flocks  and  herds,  or  to  fome  particular  animal, 
the  real  deftroyer  of  them :  each  perfon  then  turns  hu  face  to  the  fire,  breaks  off  a 
knob,  and  flinging  it  over  his  flioufders,  Ciys»  **  This  I  give  to  thee,  preferve  thou  my 
horfes  ■,  this  to  thee,  preferve  thou  my  flieep ;  and  fo  on."  After  that,  they  ufe  the 
lame  ceremcMoy  to  the  noxious  animals ;  •*  This  I  g^ve  to  thee,  O  fox!  fpare  thoamy  - 
Jambs  i  this  to  thee,  O  hooded  crow !  this  to  thee,  O  eagle !" 

'When  the  ceremony  is  over,  they  dine  on  the  caudle  j  and  after  the  feaft  is  finilhed, 
what  is  left  u  hid  by  two  perfons  deputed  for  that  purpofe  i  but  on~  the  next  Sunday 
they  r&afiemble,  and  ftnilh  the  reliques  of  the  ftrft  entertainment  ]. 

On  the  death  of  a  Highlander,  the  corpfe  being  ftretched  on  a  board,  and  covered 
^rith  a  coarfe  linen  wrapper,  the  fiiends  lay  on  the  breaft  of  the  deceafed  a  wooden 
phtter,  comaining  a  fmall  quantity  of  fait  and  earth,  feparate  and  unmixed ;  the  earth, 
an  emblem  of  the  corruptible  body  j  the  fait,  an  emblem  of  the  immortal  fpuit.  All 
fire  is  extinguiflied  where  a  corpfe  is  kept ;  and  it  is  reckoned  fo  ominous  for  a  dog  or 
cat  to  pals  over  it,  that  the  poor  anim^U  is  killed  without  mercy. 

The  late-wake  is  a  ceremony  ufed  at  funerals.  The  evening  afta*  the  death  of  any 
perfon,  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  deceafed  meet  at  the  houfe,  attended  by  bagfupe 

•  WUch  wu  not  till  the  year  1736. 

*  My  wxouBt  of  tbit,  and  cterv  otiier  etranotij  meotioiied  id  thit  journal,  wai  communinted  to  mc  by 
a  lentleown  rtfident  on  the  fpot  where  ihev  were  performed. 

t  A  cufton  favouting  of  the  Scotch  B^ltien,  prevaln  in  Gloucefterihirei  panicnhirly  about  Newetit 
»vi  the  MighbouriDg  parithei,  on  the  twelfth  day,  or  on  the  Epiphany,  in  the  cveniog.  Alt  the  femata 
of  every  pariicular  fsTKer  afiemble  together  in  one  of  the  fieldi  that  hat-been  fown  with  whett ;  on  tbe 
border  oiwbtch,  in  tbe  moft  coofpicuoui  or  moft  elevated  place,  they  make  twelve  firci  of  flraw,  in  a  row  ; 
Anwnd  one  of  which,  made  larger  than[the  reft,  they  drink  a  cheerful  glafi  of  cyder  to  their  mafler*t  healthy 
foccefi  to  tbe  future  harved,  and  theo  reluming  home,  they  feaft  on  cakei  made  of  carraways,  &c.  foakcd 
in  cvder  tvhich  they  claim  as  a  reward  fortheirpaft  labour*  in  fowing  the  grain,  Thit  leeoia  to  referable 
jicuftoin  of  the  ancient  Danet,  who  intheiraddrcffes  to  their  deiiiet,  emptied,  on  every  invocation,  a  cup  in 
honour  of  them-  Niordi  et  FreJK  memoria  poculii  rec^lebatur,  annua  ut  i|>fia  contingfrcDt  feliataa, 
^EKDOue  «  reliquae  annoiue  ubctriinua  provcntui.    Worm,  Modudi.  Daa.  lib.  t.  p.  si. 

vol.*  Ill*  ^  /"**  I 
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or  fiddle',  the  neat^  of  kin,  be  it  wife,  fon,  or  daughter,  opens  a  meUachoIy  ball-, 
dancing  and  greeting,  i.  e.  crying,  violently  at  the  fame  time ;  and  this  continues  till  day- 
light, but  with  fuch  gambols  and  frolics  among  the  younger  part  of  the  company,  that 
the  lofs  which  occafioned  them  is  often  more  uian  fupplied  by  the  confequences  of  that 
night  *.  If  the  cprpfe  remains  unburied  for  two  nights,  the  fame  rites  are  renawed> 
ihus,  Scythian-like,  they  rejoice  at  the  deliverance  of  their  friends  out  of  this  iife  of 
jniilery.  ■  .        ,  .      ' 

This  cudom  is  an  ancient  EngliHi  one,  perhaps  a  Saxon.  Chaucer  mentions,  it  in  his 
Knight's  Taie. 

Ne  linw  the  Hche-wake  was  yhold 
All  tliUke  night. 

It  was  not  alone  in  Scotland  that  thefe  watchings  degenerated  into  excefs.  Such  in- 
decencies we  find  long  ago  forbidden  by  the  church.  In  vtgUm  circa  corpora  mortuorurh 
vetanlur  chorea  et  cantilena yfeailarei  ludi  et  alii  lurpes  ^fatui\. 

The  cdrahich,  or  fingiiig  at  funerals,  is  ftill  in  ufe  in  fome  places  :  the  fongs  are  ge- 
nerally m  poife  of  the  deceafed,  or  a  recital  of  the  valiant  deeds  of  him  or  his  anceftors; 
I  had  not  the  fortune  to  be  prefent  at  any  in  North  Britain,  but  formerly  aflrfted  at  one 
in  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  where  it  was  performed  in  the  fullnefs  of  horror.  The  cries 
are  called  by  the  Irifh  the  'vlagehne  and  hullulu,  two  words  extremely  expreflive  of  the 
found  uttered  on  thefe  occafions,  and  being  of  Celtic  ftock,  etymologies  would  fwear  to 
be  the  origin  of  the  o^o^uy[J^  of  the  Greeks,  and  ululaius  of  the  Latins.  Virgjl  is  very 
fond  of  ufing  the  laft,  whenever  any  of  his  females  are  diftrefled  j  as  are  others  of  the 
Roman  poets,  and  generally  on  occafions  fimilar  to  this. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  arrive  at  a  certain  town  in  Kerry,  at  the  time  that  a  perfpn  of  fome- 
diftinftion  departed  this  life :  my  curiofity  led  me  to  the  houfe,  where  the  funeral 
feemed  conducted  in  the  purcft  clafltcal  form. 


In  Ihort,  the  conclanmtio  was  fet  up  by  the  friends  in  the  fame  manner  as  Virgil  defcribes 
that  coniequential  of  Dido's  death. 

Lamcntis  grmiluqueet  Tzmineo  uluktu 
Teftafremunt, 

Immediately  after  this  followed  another  ceremony,  fully  defcribed  by  Camden  in  his 
account  of  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Irifli ;  the  earned  export  ulations  and  reproaches 
given  to  the  deceafed  for  quilting  this  world,  where  flie  enjoyed  fo  many  bleflings,  fo 
good  a  hulband,  fuch  fine  children.  'This  cuftom  is  atfo  of  great  antiquity,  for  Eurv». 
lus's  mother  makes  the  fame  pathetic  addrefs  to  her  dead  fon. 

Tunei'llalenedfse"  ■     • 

Seta  mete  requicK  ?  poiuiHi  relinquere  folam 
Crudelia.' 

But  when  the  time  aj^roached  for  carrying  out  the  corpfe,  the  cry  was  redoubled 

TkiquUb  uluhtibut  xtbcra  complent  j 

•  Thi»  cuftom  was  derived  from  their  Norlhern  anceftur*.  X^nge  ftcurim  muriendum  effe  aibitraolur 
qiiam  vivendum ;  puerperia  luflu,  funcraque  feftivo  oantu,  ut  in  pluriiuuni  coDcelcbrastes.  Olaui 
Magnus,  1 16.  ■  ■  . 

f  Synod.  Wi'goro.  An.  li^o.  c.  5.  asquotedia  Mr.  Tyr  whit's  Chaucer,  IV.  134, 

^  a  numerous 


■Digitized  by 


Goot^Ic 


PENNAMT's  »UR  IK  8C0TLAVD.      ■  jr 

a  nmnerous  band  of  females  waiting  in  the  outer  court  to  attend  the  hearfe,  and  toftay 
(in  chorus)  the  lad  tribute  of  thdr  voices.  The  habit  of  this  forrowing  train,  and  the  - 
n^led  of  their  perfons,  were  admirably  fuited  to  the  occafion :  their  robes  were  black' 
and  flowing,  refembltng  the  ancient  Paila ;  their  feet  naked,  their  hair  long  and  dllbe-' 
veiled:  I  m%ht truly  lay, 

VidI  e^omct  nl^ra  fuccinflam  vadere  palli 
Canidiam  ;  ^dibui  nudii,  pa  (Toque  cap  lllo, 
Cum  Sagana  majore  ululintem. 

Among  thefe  mourners  were  difperfed  the  females  who  fung  the  praifes  of  the  deceafed* ' 
and  were  in  the  place  of  the  mulUres  praficx  of  the  Romans,  and  like  them,  a  mercenary ' 
tribe.  I  could  not  but  obferve  that  they  over-did  their  parts,  as  Horace  acquaints  us  ■ 
the  hireling  mourners  of  his  days  did. 

Ut  qui  cocducli  plorant  in  Tunere,  dicuot 
£t  faciunt  prope  plura  doUntibuB  ex  aniroo. 

The  corpfe  was  carried  flowly  along  the  verge  of  a  moft  beaotiful  lake,  the  ululatus  wa* 
continued,  and  the  whole  proceQion  ended  among  the  venerable  ruins  of  an  old  abbey. 
But  to  return  to-North  Britain. 

Midwives  give  new-born  babes  a  fmall  fpocmful  of  earth  and  whiflcy,  as  the  firft  food 
they  tafte. 

Before  women  bake  thdr  bannocks,-  or  oatmeal  cakes,  they  form  a  crols  on  the  lalt  - 
<hey  make. 

X  he  notion  of  fecond-fight  Aill  prevails  in  a  few  places :  as  does  the  belief  of  ^ries ; 
and  children  are  watched  till  the  chriftenmg  is  over,  left  they  fhould  be  ftole,  or 
changed. 

£lf-fhots,  i.  e.  the  ftone  arrow-heads  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  are  fuppofed. 
to  be  weapons  fljot  by  ^iries'at  cattle,  tt>  which  are  attributed  any  diforders  they  have  : 
in  order  to  effed  a  cure,  the  cow  is  to  be  touched  by  an  eif-lhot,  or  made  to  drink 
the  water  in  which  one  has  been  dipped.  The  fame  virtue  is  faid  to  be  found  in  the 
cryllal  gems  *,  and  in  the  adder-ftone,  our  glein  naidr  \  and  it  is  al&3  believed  thaf 
gCHxl  fortune  mud  attend  the  owner  \  fo,  for  that  reafon,  the  fird  is  called  Clach 
Bhuai,  or  the  powerful  {tone.  Captain  Archibald  Campbell  (hewed  me  one,  a  fpheroid 
fet  in  iilvcr,  for  the  ufe  of  which,  people  came  above  a  hundred  miles,  and  brought  the 
water  it  was  to  be  dipt  in  with  them }  for  without  that,  in  human  cafes,  it  was  believed 
to  havenoeffed.  ■_, 

Thefe  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  magical  flones  or  gems  ofed  by  the  Druids,  to  be- 
infpe£tedby  a  chafle  boy,  who  was  to  fee  in  them  an  apparition  informing  him  of  future 
events.  Tlus  impofture,  as  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Woodward,  was  revived  in  the  laft  century 
by  the  famous  DoGor  Dee,  who  called  it  his  fhew  ftone  and  holy  ftone,  and  pretended, 
by  its  means,  to  foretell  events.  I  find  in  Moncfaucon  fi  that  it  was  cullomary  in  early 
rimes  to  depofite  balls  of  this  kind  iii  urns  or  fepulchres  :  thus  twenty  were  found  at. 
Rome  in  an  alabadrine  urn  :  and  one  was  difcovered  in  r653,  in  the  tomb  of  Childefic 
at  Toum^i ;  he  was  King  of  France,  and  died  A.  D.  480. 

Auguft  2d,  left  Carrie,  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Campbell,  fa£lor  for  the  Struan  eftate,- 
where  I  had  a  very  holbitable  reception  the  preceding  night.  Went  due  eaft ;  palTcd 
over  a  bridge  crols  theTumel,  which  difcharges  itfelf  outof  Loch-Rannoch.     Not  far 


*  Woodward*!  Methud^or Fulfils,  p.  ;o.     Seealfo  Mr.  Aubrey'a  MifceUaniet,  p.  ii8. 
\  Lei  MoDumcne  de  la  Monarchic  Francoifc. 
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<tfwer^  feme  neat  tauXl  houres,  inhabited  by  veteran  foldiers,  who  vefe  fettled  here 
after  the, peace  of  1748;  bad  land,  and  three  pounds  in  moaey  given,  and  nine  pounds 
lent  to  b(^^  the  world  mtb.  In  fome  few  places  this  plan  fucceeded }  but  in  general 
wa^fruftrated  by  the  diiSpation  of  tfaefe  new  colonifb,  who  could  by  no  means  relifhu, 
an  induftrious  life  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  money  was  fpent>  whkh  feldom  lafted  loi^,  left 
iheir  tenements  to  be  poflefled  by  the  next  comer. 

.  Saw  next  a  ftamping-mill>  calculated  to  reduce  Hme-ftone  to  a  fine  powder,  in  order 
to  hve  the  ezpence  of  burning,  for  manure.  Tlie  Hampers  beat  it  into  fmall  pieces  in  a 
trough,  which  a  ftreaih  of  water  paffed  through,  carrying  off  the  finer  parts  into  a 
proper  receptacle,  the  grois  ones  bang  flopped  by  a.  grate.  I  did  not  find  that  this 
-  projed  anfwered }  but  was  told,  that  the  benefit  the  land  was  to  receive  from  it,  vould 
not  appear  till  the  third  year. 

On  going  up  a  fteep  hill,  have  a  fine  view  of  the  lake.  Where  the  moimtains  aU 
moft  clofe,  is  Mount  Alexander,  .where  Stnian  once  refided,  and  which  he  called  his 
hermitage  j  it  is  a  moll  romantic  fituation,  prettily  wooded,  impending  over  a  fine 
bafm,  formed  by  the  Tumel,  in  a  deep  hollow  beneath.  At  the  bottom  of  this  hill  ia 
Argentine,  a  little  fountain  ;  to  which  he  gave  that  name  from  the  fitvery  ndcae  it  Sings 
up :  near  this  are  feveral  rude  but  beautiful  walks  amidft  the  rocks  and  trees,  among^ 
which,  in  clefts  and  cbafras,  I  was  fhewn  the  hard  bed  of  the  poor  poet,  when  his  dif- 
loyalty  had  made  it  penal  for  him  to  fhew  his  bead.  Near  tliis  th^  rocks  almoft  meet, 
and  t^e  xna  ruflies  with  vail  violence  between.  Some  outlawed  McGregors  wereonce 
furprized  on  the  precipice,  and  all  killed ;  one,  who  made  a  defperate.leap  upon  a  done' 
in  the  mHdIe  of  the  water,  aiid  another  to  the  oppofite  fide,  had  the  hard  fate  to  be 
Ihot  in  climbling  the  rocky  fteeps.  • 

'  A  mile  lower  are  the  falls  of  the  Tumel :  1  have  feen  higher ;  but  except  that  of  the 
Rhine,  never  faw  one  with  more  water. 

Afcend  a  very  fteep  and  high  hill,  through  a  great  birch  wood ;  a  mofl  piflorefque-  - 
foene,  from  the  pendant  form  of  the  boughs  waving  with  the  wind  from  the  bottom  to 
the  utmoft  fummits  of  the  mountain.  On  attaining  the  top,  had  a  view  of  the  beauti- 
ful little  Straith,  fertile  and  prettilywooded,  vnth  the  river  in  the  middle,  forming  num- 
bers of  quick  meanders,  then  fuddenly  fwelling  into  a  lake,  that  fills  the  vale  from  fide 
to  fide ;  is  about  three  miles  long,-  and  retains  the  name  of  the  river.  After  riding 
along  a  Mack  moor,  in  fight  of  vaft  mountains,  arrive  at 

■-  BTair  •,  or  Athol  Houfe,  feated  on  an  eminence  above  a  plain,  watered  by  the  Gary, 
an  outrageous  flream,  whofe  ravages  have  greatly  deformed  the  valley;  by  the  vaft  beds 
«f  gravel  which  it  has  left  behind.  The  houfe  was  once  fortified,  and  held  a  fiege 
agamfl  the  rebels  in  1746 ;  but  at  prefent  is  much  reduced  in  height,  and  the  infide 
highly  finifhed  by  the  noble  owner.  The  moft  fingular  jaece  of  furniture  is  a  cheft  of 
drawers  made  of  broom,  moft  elegantly  ftriped'  in  veins  of  white  and  brown.  This 
plant  grows  to  a  great  fize  in  Scotland,  and  fumilhes  pieces  of  the  breadth  of  fir 
inches. 

■Near  the  houfe  is  a  fine  walk, -furrouftding  a  very  deep  glen  finely  wooded,  but  in- 
dry  weather  deficient"  in  water  at  the  bottom ;  but  on  the  fide  of  the  walk  on  the  rock 
is  a  fmall  cryflalline  fountain,  inhabited  at  that  time  by  a  pair  of  Naiads,  in  foim  of 
golden  fifh.  In  afprucefir  was  ahang-neft  of  fome  unknown  bird,  fufjiended  at  the- 
four  comers  to  the  boughs ;  it  was  open  at  top,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  twtf 
deep;  the  fides  and  bouom  thick,  the  materials  mols,  worited,  and  birch  bark,  lined  with 

*  Or  a  level  cleu  if  ot  of  ground,  ■  lit  fbce  for  aa  engagcmcBt, 
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hiir  and  feadwn.  The  streams  afford  the  parr,  a  fmall  fpeclea  of  trout,  feldom'  ex- 
ceediog  ogbt  inches  in  leneth,  marked  on  the  fidee  with  nine  large  bluifli  fpots;  and 
on  the  lateral  Ime  with  fmJl  red  ones*. 

No  traveller  fliould  omit  vifiting  Yorke  Cafcade,  a  magnificent  cataraft,  amidft; 
moll  fuitable  fcenery,  about  a  mile  dillant  from  the  houfe. 

This  country  is  very  mountainous,  has  no  na|ural  woods,  except  of  birch  ;  but  the 
voft  plantations  that  begin  to  cloath  the  hills  will  amply  fupply  thefe  defe£ls.  There  i» 
a  great  qoani;ity  of  oats  raUedin  this  neighbourhood,  and  numbers  Of  black  cattle  reared, 
the  refoorces  .of  the  exhaufted  parts  of  South  Britain. 

Vifit  the  pais  of  Eillicrankie ,  about  five  miles  fouth  of  Blair :  near  the  northern  en- 
trance was  fought  the  battle  between  the  Vifcount  Dundee  and  General  Mackay,  in 
which  the  firft  was  killed  in  the  moment  of  viftory.  The  pafs  is  extremely  narrow 
between  high  mountains,  with  the  Gary  running  beneath  in  a  deep,  darkfome,  and' 
rocky  channel,  over-hung  with  trees,  forming  a  fcene  of  horrible  grandeur.  The  roaJ 
through  this  itrait  is  very  fine,  formed  by  the  foldiery  lent  by  the  government,  who 
have  fizpence  per  day  from  the  coantry,  befides  their  pay.  About  a  mile  beyond  the 
'  pafs,  Mr.  Robertfon's,  of  Faflcally,  appears  like  ^ry  ground,  amidft  th^e  wild  rocks^ 
feated  in  a  mod  beautiful  meadow,  watered  by  the  river  Tumel,  furrounded  with  pretty 
tiills)  finely  wooded. 

T-he  Duke  of  Athol's  eftate  is  very  extoifive,  and  the  country  populous :  while 
va&kge  exilled,  the  chieftun  could  raife  two  or  three  thoufand  fighting  men,  and  leave 
fuffident  at  home  to  take  care  of  the  ground.  The  forefts,  or  rather  chafes,,  (for  they 
are  quite  naked)  are  very  extenfive,  and  feed  valt  namber^  of  ftags,  which  range 
at  certain  times  of  the  year,  in  herds  of  five  hundred.  Some  grow  to  a  great  fize  : 
I  bare  heard  of  one  that  weighed  eighteen  ftone,  Scots,  or  three  hundred  and  fourteen^ 
pounds,  exclufive  of  head,  entrails,  and  ikin.  The  hunting  of  thefe  animals  was  for- 
■eriy  after  the  manner  of  an  eaflern  monarch.  Tboufands  of  vaAkIs  furrounded  a. 
peat  ta&.  of  country, :  and  drove  th«  deer  to  the  fpot  where  the  chieftains  were  fta~ 
tkmed,  who  &ot  them  at  their  Idfure.  The  magnificent  hunt,  made  by  an  Earl  of 
Athol,  near  tbisplace,  for  the  amufement  of  James  V.  and  the  Queen-mother  ,1s  too- 
remarkable  to  be  omkted;  the  reladtm  is  therefore  given  as  defcribed  by  Sir  David. 
Lind6y  of  tbb  Mount  t,  who,  in  all  probability,  aflifted  at  it. 

"  Th»EarVof  Atbole,  hearing  of  the  King's  comings  made  great  provifion  for  him; 
in  all  things  pertaining  to  a  prince,  that  he  was  as  well  ferved  and  eafed,.  with>  all  things^ 
necefl^  to  his  edate,  as  he  had  been  in  his  own  palace  of  Edinburah.  For  I  beardi 
£iy,  this  noble  Earl  gart  make  a  curious  palace  to  the  King,  to  his  Mother,  and  to  the 
Embaffador,  where  th^  were  fo  honourably  eafed  and  lodged  as  they  had  been  in. 
Kngbnd,  Fnmoc,  Italy,  or  Spain,  coneeraing  the  dme  and  equivalem,  for  their  hunting 
and  paftime  ;  which  was  buikled  in  the  midft  of  a  fair  meadow,  a  fair  palace  of  green; 
timber,  wind  with  green  birks,  that  were  green  both  under  and  above,  which  was  fa- 
fliioned  in  four  quarters,  and  in  every  quarter  and  nuik  thereof  a  great  round,  as  if 
bad  been  a  block-houfe,  which  was  lotted  and  gefted  the  fpace  of  three  houfe  height ;, 
die  floors  laid  with  green  fcarets,  fpreats,  medwarts  and  flowers,  that  no  man  knew 
whereon  hezeid,  but  as  be  had  beenin  a  garden.  Further,  diere  were  two  great  rounds 
in  ilk  fide  of  the  gate,  and  »  great  portcuUds  of  tree,^  felling  down  witit  the  manner  of 
a  barrace,  with  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  great  Hank  of  water  of  fixteen'  foot  deep,  and; 
thirty  foot  of  breadth*    AjuI  alfb  diis  palace  witlun  was  hung  with  fine  tapefby  and< 


•  The  Sunkt.    BlZooL  IU.  No.  149,  f  Hill.  Scotlaod,  146. 
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arraOes  of  (ilk,  and  lighted  with  fine  glafs  windows  iii  all  airths }  that  this  palace  vas 
as  pleafantly  decored,  with  alt  neceflaries  pertainbg  to  a  prince,  as  it  had  been  his  own 
palace-royal  at  home.  Further,  this  Eart  gart  make  fudi  proviiion  for  the  King,  and 
his  Mother,  and  the  EmbafTador,  that  they  had  all  manner  of  meats,  drinks,  and  deli- 
cates  that  were  to  be  gotten,  at  that  time,  in  all  Scotland,  either  in  burgh  or  land  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  all  kind  of  drink,  as  ale,  beer,  wine,  both  white  and  claret,  malvery,  mulkadel, 
hippocras,  aquavitse.  Further,  there  was  of  meats,  wheat-bread,  main>bread  and  ginge- 
bread ;  with  flefties,  beef,  niutfon,  lamb,  veal,  venifon,  gocrfe,  grice,  capon,  coney, 
cran,  fwan,  partridge,  plover,  duck,  drake,  briffel-cock  and  pawnes,  black-cock, 
■  and  muir-fowl,  cappercaitlies  :  and  alfo  the  Ranks,  that  were  round  about  the  palace,  ' 
were  full  of  all  delicate  fiihes,  as  faltnonds,  trouts,  pearcbea,  pikes,  eels,  and  all  other 
kind  of  delicate  hlhes,  that  could  be  gotten  in  frelh  waters ;  and  all  ready  for  the  banket. 
Syne  were  there  proper  ftewards,  cunning  baxters,  excellent  cooks  and  potingars, 
with  conff  £lions  and  drugs  for  their  deferts ;  and  the  halls  and  chambers  were  pre- 
pared with  collly  bedding,  veflel  and  napery,  according  for  a  king,  fo  that  he  wanted 
none  of  his  orders  more  than  he  had  been  at  home  in  his  ewn  palace.  The  King  re- 
mained in  this  wilde  nefs,  at  the  hunting,  the  fpacc  of  three  days  and  three  nights,  and 
bis  company,  as  I  have  Ihewn.  1  heard  men  ^y,  it  colt  the  £arl  of  Athole,  everyday, 
in  expences,  athoufand  pounds." 

But  hunting  meetings,  among  the  great  men,  were  oftai  the  prdudes  to  rebellion ; 
for  under  that  pretence  they  colleded  great  bodies  of  men  without  fufpicion,  which  at 
length  occadoned  an  ad  of  parliament  prohibiting  fuch  dangerous  aflemblies.     . 

Aug.  3.  .  Set  out  for  the  equity  of  Aberdeen ;  ride  eaftward  over  a  hill  into  Glen- 
Tilt,  tamous  in  old  times  for  producing  the  moll  hardy  warriors,  is  a  narrow  glen, 
feveral  miles  in  length,  bounded  on  each  fide  by  mountains  of  an  amazing  height ;  on 
.the  fouth.is  the  great  hill  of  Ben  y  glo,  whofe  bafe  is  thirty-five  miles  in  circumfer^ice,' 
and  whofe  fummit  towers  Ear  above  the  others.  The  fides  of  many  of  thefe  mountains. 
are  covered  with  fin?  verdure,  and  are  excellent  flieep-walks :  but  entirely  woodle& 
The  road  is  the  moll  dangerous  and  the  mod  bornble  I  ever  travelled  :  a  narrow  path, 
h  rugged,  that  our  horfes  often  were,  obliged  to  crols  tfadr  legs,  in  order  to  |Mdt  a 
fecure  place  for  their  feet ;  while,  at  a  conjiderable  and  precipitous  depth  beneath, 
roared  a  black  torrent,  rolling  through  a  bed  of  rock,  folid  in  every  part,  but  where 
the  Tilt  had  worn  its  antient  way.  Salmon  force  their  paffage  even  as  higii  as  this 
dreary  ftream,  in  fpite  of  th?  diitance  from  the  fea,  and.tbs  difficuldes  they  have  to 
encounter. 

Afcend  a  fteep  hill,  and  find. ourfei yes  on  an  arrie,  or  trafl  of  mountain^  which  the 
£imilies  of  one  or  two  hamlets  retire  to  with  their  floc^  for  paAnre  in  fummer.  Here 
we  refreftied  ourfelves  with  fomegoats'  whey^  at  a  Sheelinj  or  Bothay,  a  cottage  made 
of  turf,  the  dairy-houfe,  where  the  Highland  fhepher  Js,  or  graziers,  live  with  thdr  herds 
and  Socks,  and  during  the  fine  feafon  make  butter  and  cheefe.  Their  whole  furniture 
confifts  of  a  few  horn-fpoons,  their,  milking  utenfils,  a  couch  formed  of  fods  to  .lie  on, 
and  a  rug  to  cover  thtm.  '1  bar  food  oaircakes,  butter  or  .cheefe,  and  often  the  co- 
agulated blood  of  their  cattle  fpread  on  their  bannocs.  Their  drink  milk,  whey,  and 
fomttimes,  by-way  of  indulgence,  whilky.  Such  dairy-houfes  are  comajon  to  mofl, 
mountainous  coururies^  thole  in  \Vales  are  called  Hafodtai,  or  fummtfthoufrs  }  thble 
OD  the  Swifs  Alps,  Sennss.  -       '    . 

Dined  on  the  fide  of  Locb<XiIt,.  .a  fmall  piece  of  water,  fwarming  widi  ttvnits. 
Continued  our  journey  over  a  wild,  black,  moory,  melancholy  tra£t.     Reached  Brae-' 
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loar  •  J  ihe  country  alrtioft  inftantly  changed,  and  in  lieu  of  drewy  waftes,  a  rich  vale, 
plenteous  in  com  and  grafs,  fucceeded.  Crofs  the  Dee  near  its  head,  which,  from  an 
jnfignificant  ftream,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  few  miles,  increafes  to  the  fize  of  a  great 
river,  from  the  influx  of  numbers  of  other  waters  j  and  is-  remarkable  for  continuing 
near  fifty  miles  of  its  courfe,  from  Invercauld  to  within  fix  miles  of  Aberdeen,  without 
any  fenfible  augmentation.  The  rocks  of  Brae-mar,  on  the  eafl:,  are  exceedingly  ro- 
mantic, finely  -wooded  with  pine.  The  cliffs  are  very  lofty,  and  their  front  moll 
rugged  and  broken,  with  vaft  pines  growing  out  of  their  filTures. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  river  lies  Dalmore,  diltinguifbed  by  the  finell  natural  pinei; 
ID  Europe,  both  in  refpe£t  to  the  fize  of  the  trees,  and  the  quality  of  the  timber.  Single  < 
trees  have  been  fold  out  of  it  for  fix  guineas :  they  were  from  eighty  to  ninety  feet  high, 
without  a  lateral  branch,  and  four  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter  at  the  lower  end.  The 
wood- is  very  refinous,  Of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  very  weighty.  It  {is  preferable  to 
any  brought  from  Nbrway,  and  being  fawn  into  plank  on  the  fpot,  brings  annually  to 
^e  proprietor  a  large  revenue.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  the  edate  of  In- 
verey,  noted  alfo  for  its  pines,  but  of  a  fize  inferior  to  thofe  of  Dalmore.  When  the 
river  is  fwelted  with  ntins,  great  floats  of  timber  from  both  thefe  eftates,  are  fent  down 
into  the- Low  Countries. 

This  trad,  abounding  with  game-,  was,  in  old  times,  the  annual  refort  of  numbers  of 
nobility,  who  affembled  here  to  pafs  a  month  or  two  in  the  amufements  of  the  chace. 
Their  huntings  refembted  campaigns;  they  lived  in  temporary  cottages,  called  Lon- 
quhards,  were  all  dreffed  in  an  uniform  habit  conformable  to  that  of  the  country,  and 
pafled  their  time  with  jollity  and  good  cheer,. moft  admirably  defcribed  by  John  Taylor, , 
the  water  poet,  who,  in  i6i8,  made  there  his  Pennileffe  RIgrimagej  and  .defcribes,  in 
page  1 35,  the  rural  luxury  with  all  the  glee  of  a  Sancho  Pan9a. 

.  **  1  thank  my  good  L<ord  Erikin,"  (fays  the  poet)-"  hee  commanded  that  I 
fiiould  alwayes  bee  lodged  in  his  lodging,  the  kitchen  bang  alwayes  on  the  fide  of  a 
banke,  many  kettles  and  pots  boyling,  and  many  fpits  turning  and  winding,  with 
'  great  variety  of  cheere:  as  venifon  bak'd,  fodden,  roft  and  ftu'de  beefe,  mutton^ 
goates,  kid,  hares,  frefli  falmon,  pidgeons,  hens,  capons, -chickens,  partridge,  moore-- 
coots,  heath-cocks,  caperkellies,  and  termagants :  good  ale,  fiicke,  white  and  claret^ 
tent  or  ( AUegant)  and  moft  potent  aquavitse  f." ' 

"AH' 

*  Brae  lignlGes  a  fteep  face  of  any  hill. 

f  The  FrencJi,  during  ihe  reign  of  CItarles  IX.  feemeil  not  only  to  have  maJe  full  as  large  facrificea 
to  Diana  and  Bacchus,  but-even  thought  [heir  entertainment  incomplete  without  the  prefjince  of  Venus. 
Jacques  du  Fouilloux.  a  celebrated  writer  on  hunting  of  that  age,  with  much  ferioufnefs  defcribes  all 
the  rcquifites  for  the  chacc,  and  thus  places  and  equip*  the  joTiaT  crew :  "  L' Affrmblee  fe  doit  faire  eil 
ijoelqtiC'  bean  lieu  foubi  ds*  arbres  auprcs  d'-une  foniaine  ou  Ruiflcau,  fa  ou  Ics  vaneurs  fe  doiieHt  to'us 
rendie  pour  fairc  leur  rapport.  Ce  pendant  le  Sommeh'er  doit  venir  avec  trois  bon^  chevaux  chzr^ez  d' 
inftroraens  pour  arroufer  le  gofier,  conime  coutrets,  barraux,  barlls,  Bacons  et  bouteiUes ;  lefquelles' 
duiutnt  eflre  pleinct  de  boci  viu  d' Arboia,  de  &i;au[ne,  deChaloce  et  de  Graue  :  luf  eftant  defcendu  du 
cheval,  les  metra  refraifchir  en  Teaii,  au  biensles  pourra  falre  refroidir  avec  du  Canfre  :  apres  il  eftranda 
la  nappe  fur  la  verdure.  Ce  fait,  Ic  cuifiiiicr  a'en  vtcndra  charge  de  ptufieurs  buna  hirnois  de  ^ueule, 
commejambont.  Ungues  de  b<euf  fumees,  groins,  ore il les  de  pourceau, cervelats,  efchinee8,.piVceadc  hccuf  de 
Saifon,  carbonnades,  jambons  de  Majrencc,  pallez,  lonj^ei  de  veau  froides,  couvertesde  poudre  blanche, 
Ct  aulrcs  mentis  fuifragcs  pur  rCinpUr  Ie  boudin  leqiicl  il  inetra  fur  la  nappe. 

*•  Lots  le  Roy  ou  le  Seigneur  avec  ceui  de  fa  tible  cltrendront  leurs  manteauK  fur  I'herbe,  et  fe  coueh- 
Ciont   de    code   deffus,  beauuani,   mangeans,  riani   et   faifans  grand  cherei"  and  that  nolhiiig  might   be 
wanting  to  renderihe  entertainment  of  mcb  a  fet  of  mcrr^  men  complete,  honeft  Jacqnei  adds,  "  ci  s'il  y  ' 
atjuetquefemme  de  reputation  en  ce  pays  qgi-  fafTe  plaifir  aux  compagnons,  cUe  doit  ctre  allcguce,  et  fcs 
paSagci  et  rcmuemenidc  feifn,  «tt«adaii,t  la  rapport  a  venir." 

But 
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"  All  thefe,  ao3  mere  tbaa  thefe,  ve  had  bail  continually,  in  Aiperfluous  abun* 

dance,  caught  by  faulconers,  fowlers,  fifliers,  and  brought  by  my  Lord's  (Mar) 
tenants  and  purveyors,  to  victual  our  campe,  which  confifled  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
iiundred  men.and  horfes.  The  manner  of  the  hunting  is  this  :  fiveor  fix  hundred  men 
'  doe  rife  e&rty  in  the  morning,  and  they  doe  difperfe  themfelves  divo^  wayes,  and 
ieven,  «ght,  or  ten  miles  comp^e,  they  doe  bring  or  chacein  the  deer  in  many  beards 
(two,  three,  or  four  hundred  in  a  heard)  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  place,  as  the  noblemen 
;fliall  appoint  them  ;  then  when  day  is  come,'  the  lordc  and  gentlemen  of  their  compa- 
nies doe  ride  or  goe  to  tbe  faid  places,  foraetioKS  wading  up  to  the  middles  through 
bournes  and  rivers }  and  then  they  being  come  to  the  place,  doe  lie  down  on  the 
ground  till  thofe  forefuid  fcouts,  which  are  called  the  Tinckhell,  doe  bring  down  the 
deer;  but,  as  the  proverb  &ys  of  a  bad  cooke, -fothefe  Tinckhell  men  doe  lick  tbeir 
own  fingers ;  for,  befides  thar  bowes  and  arrows  which  they  carry  with  them,  wee 
•can  beare  now  and  then  a  harguebufe,  or  a  mufquct,  goe  off,  which  doe  feldom  dif- 
^harge  in  vaine :  then  after  we  had  ftayed  three  houres,  or  thereabouts,  we  might  per- 
<mve  the  deerappearecm  the  hills  round  about  us,  (their  heads  making  a  fliew  like  a 
wood)  whichbeing  followed  clofe  by  the  Tinckhell,  are  chafed  down  the  valley  vihexc 
we  lay;  then  all  the  valley  on  each  fide  being  way-taid  with  a  hundred  couple  of 
ftrong  Irilh  greyhounds,  they  are  let  loofe,  as  occaflon  ferves,  upon  the  heard  of 
deere,  that  with  dogs,  gunnes,  arrows,  durkes  and  daggers,  in  the  fpace  of  two 
houres,  fourfcore  fat  deere  were  llaine,  which  after  are  difpofed  of  fome  one  way  and 
iomt  another,  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  more  than  enough  left  for  us  to  make  oienv 
with  all  at  our  rendevouze.  Being  come  to  our  lodgings,  there  was  fuch  baking,  boyl- 
iag,  ro^Aing  and  ftewing,  as  if  Cook  Ruffian  bad  been  there  to  have  fcalded  the  Devil 
in  his  feathers."     But  to  proceed. 

Pais  by  the  caUle  of  Brae-mar,  a  fquare  tower,  the  feat  of  the  antient  Earls  of  Mar : 
in  later  times  a  garrifon  to  curb  the'.dtfcontented  chieftains ;  but  at  prefent  unnecefla- 
rily  occupied  by  a  company  of  foot,  being  rented  by  the  Government  from  Mr.  Far- 
{juharfon,  of  Invercauld,  whofe  houfe  I  reach  in  lets  than  half  an  hour. 

Invercauld  is  feated  in  the.centre  of  the  Grampian  hilts,  in  a  fertile  vale,  wafhed  by 
the  Dee,  a  large  and  rapid  river ;  nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the  diffo'ent 
views  from  the  feveral  pans  of  it.  On  the  northern  entrance,  immenfe  ragged  and 
broken  craggs  bound  one  fide  of  the  profpe^  ;  over  whofe  grey  fides  and  fummits  is 
fcattered  the  melancholy  green  of  the  pi^urefque  pine,  which  grows  out  of  the  naked 
rock«  where  one  would  think  nature  would  have  denied  vegetation. 

A  little  tower  down  is  the  caflle  above-mentioned ;  formerly  a  neceOary  curb  on 
the  little  kings  of  the  country  >  but  at  prefent  ferves  fcarce  any  purpofe,  bvt  to  adohi 
the  landfcape. 

The  views  from  the  fkirts  of  the  plain  near  Invercauld,  are  very  great ;  the  hilfe 
that  immediately  bound  it  are  cloatbed  with  trees,  particularly  with  birch,  whofe  long 
and.  pendent  boughs,  waving  a  vail  height  above  the  bead,  furpafs  the  booties  of  the 
weeping  willow. 

But  when  the  great  man  falliei  ont  to  the  chace  of  foxes  and  ba^crt,  he  feemi  not  to  leave  fo  impor* 
i!uit  ao  -ifiair  to  ch>nc«.  fa  fet*  off  tliu«  amply  provided  in  his  triumphal  car;  "  Lc  SHgneur,"  (fay*  ■ 
Fouilloux)  "  doft  avoir  fa  petite  cliarrette,  la  ou  il  fera  dedanfti'  a*ec  la  Fillcttc  ag^  de  feise  a  dis  fept 
aris,  laK]uelle  tuy  frotrra  la  telle  par  les  c^mitin.  Toutea  let  chevQlei  et  pauz  dc  i&  cbarctte  doiveiit 
eilre  gamis  deflacconset  bouteillei,  et  doit  avoirau  bout  de.Ia  chamtte  ud  coffre  de  bois,  plcin  de  co^a 
d'ir.di:  froide,  jambant.  Ungues  de  Btxufs  et  autre  bons  harnula-de  gucUe.  £t  £  c'eft'en  temps  d'hJver,  il  . 
pr^urra  laire  poricr  foil  petit  pavilion,  et  faire  du  feu  dedans  poitr  fe  chauffer,  uu  bico  doiwer  aa  coup  en 
Mbbca  la  ji}m^e."    p  55,  Ji- 
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The  fouthern  extremity  is  pre-eminently  magnificent ;  the  mountJuns  form  there  a 
vafl  theatre,  the  bofom  of  which  is  covered  with  extenfive  forefts  of  pines  :  above,  the 

trees  grow  fcarcer  and  fcarcer,  and  then  feem  only  to  fprinkle  the  furface  j  "'^ *■*"'"  '  '^ 

vegetation  ceafes,  and  naked  fummits*  of  a  furprifing  height  fucceed,  mi 

topped  with  perpetual  fnow  ;  and,  as  a  fine  contraH'  to  the  fcene,  the  greal  r- 

Garval-bourn,  which  feenis  at  a  dillance  to  divide  the  whole,  foams  anud 

foreft,  rufhing  from  rock  to  rock  to  a  vaft  diftance. 

Someofthefe  hills  arefuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  part  of  Great  Britain: 
has  not  yet  been  taken,  but  the  conjefture  is  made  from  the  defcent  i 
which  runs  from  Brae-mart  to  the  fea,  above  feventy  miles,  with  a  taoft  rapid  courfe. 

In  this  vale  the  Earl  of  Mar  firft  fet  up  the  Pretenders  ftandard  on  the  fixth  of 
September  1715;  and  in  confeqnence  drew  to  deltru£Uoithis  oi#n,  and  feveral  of  the 
mod  noble  famihes  of  North  Britain. 

Rode  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  environs  ;  croffed  the  Dee  on  a  good  ftone-bridge 
built  by  the  Government,  and  entered  on.  excellent  roads  into  ^  magnificent  for«ft  of 
pines  of  many  miles  extent.  Some  of  the  trees  are  of  a  vatl  fize ;  1  meafured  feveral  > 
(hat  were  ten,  eleven,  and  even  twelve  feet  in  circumference,  and  near  fixty  feet  high, 
forming  a  mofl  beautiful  column,  with  a  fine  verdant  capital.  Thefe  trees  are  of  great 
age,  having,  as  is  fuppofed,  feen  two  centuries.  Their  value  is  confiderable ;  Mr.  Far- 
quharfon  informed  me,  that  by  fawing  and  retailing  them,  he  has  got  for  eight  hua> 
dred  trees  five-and-twenty  fliillings  each  :  they  are  fawed  in  an  adjacent  faw>mill,  intdt 
plank  ten  feet  long,  eleven  inches  broad  and  three  thick,  and  (old  for  two  fhillings 
a-piece. 

Near  this  antient  fored  is  another,  confiding  of  fmaller  trees,  almoft  as  high,  but 
very  flender ;  one  grows  in  a  fmgular  manner  out  of  the  top  of  a  great  ftone,  and 
notwithfl:anding  it  feems  to  have  no  other  nourifhment  than  what  it  gets  from  the  dews, 
is  above  thirty  feet  high. 

The  profpeft  above  thefe  forefts  is  very  extraordinary,  a  diftant  view  of  hills  over  a 
furface  of  verdant  pyramids  of  pines. 

I  muft  not  omit,  that  there  are  in  the  moors  of  thefe  parts,  what  1  may  call  fubterra- 
neous  forefts,  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  trees,  overthrown  by  the  rage  of'  tempefts,  and 
covered  with  vegetable  mould.  Thefe  are  dug  up,  and  ufed  for  feveral  mechanical 
purpofes.  The  finer  and  more  refinous  parts  are  fplit  into  flender  pieces,  and  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  torches.  "Ceres  made  ufe  of  no  other  in  her  fearch  after  her  loll 
daughter 

Ilia  duabm 
Flammirera  pinus  manibua  fucceodit  ab  iEtna. 

Orrn.  Met.  lib.  T.  7; 
At  ^Da's^ming  mouth  two  pitctiy  pinci 
To  light  her  in  her  fearch  at  length  {betines. 

This  whole  traft  abounds  with  game :  the  ftags  at  this  time  were  ranging  in  the  moun- 
tains ;  but  the  little  roebucks  J  were  perpetually  bounding  before  us ;  and  the  black 
game  often  fprung  under  our  feet.  The  tops  of  the  hills  fwarmed  with  grous  and  ptarmi* 
gans.    Green  plovers,  whimbrels,  and  fnow-fiakes  §,  breed  here :  the  laft  al&mble  in 

*  The  higheft  ii  called  Ben  y  bou;:d,  under  which  u  a  fmall  Loch,  which  I  vu  told  had  ice  the  lat- 
ter end  of  July.  ',     ~ 
f  The  moll  diftant  from  the  fea  of  any  place  in  North  Britain.  ^ 
^  Thefe  animals  are  reared  with  great  difScultjr ;  even  when  taken  youngi  eight  out  of  ten  generally  dip.  . 
)  Br.  Zool.  I.  K«.  izi.          ,                                                                                                            ^ 
VOL.  III..                                                           I                                                                             V^  *. 
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great  flocks  during  winter,  and  colled  fo  clofely  in  their  eddying  flight,  as  to  give  the 
fportfman  opportunity  of  killing  numbers  at  a  Hiot,  Eagles',  peregrine  falcons,  and 
goQiawks  breed  here  :  llie  falcons  in  rocks,  the  gofhawks  in  trees :  the  lad  purfues  its 
prey  an  end,  and  daftes  through  every  thing  in  purfuit ;  but  if  it  mitTes  its  quarry, 
defifts  from  following  it  after  two  or  three  hundred  yards  flight.  Thefe  birds  are  pro- 
fcribed ;  half  a  crown  is  given  for  an  eagle,  a  fhilling  for  a  hawk,  or  hooded  crgw. 

Foxes  are  in  thefe  parts  very  ravenous,  feeding  on  roes,  fiieep,  and  even  flie-goats. 

Rooks  vifit  thefe  vales  in  autumn,  to  feed  on  the  different  fort  of  berries ;  but  nei- 
ther winter  nor  breed  here. 

I  faw  flying  in  the  forefts,  the  greater  bulftnch  of  Mr.  Edwards,  tab.,  123, 124.  the 
Loxta  enucleator  of  Linnasus,  whofe  food  is  the  feed  of  pine-cones  ^  a  bird  commoti 
to  the  north  of  Europe  and  America. 

'  On  our  return  palTed  under  feme  high  cUSs,  with  large  woods  of  birch  intermixed. 
This  tree  is  ufed  for  all  forts  of  implements  of  hufbandry,  roofing  of  fmall  houfes, 
wheels,  fuel ;  the  Highlanders  alfo  tan  their  own  leather  with  the  bark  i  and  a  greac 
deal  of  excellent  wine  is  extracted  from  the  live  tree.  Obferved  among  thefe  rocks 
a  fort  of  projecting  fhelf  on  which  had  been  a  hut,  acceflible  only  by  the  help  of  fome 
thongs,  fattened  by  fome  very  expert  climbers,  to  which  the  family  got,  ^in  time  of 
dteger,  in  former  days,  with  th«r  molt  valuable  moveables. 

The  houfes  of  the  common  people  in  thefe  parts  are  fliocking  to  humanity,  formed 
with  loofe  flones,  and  covered  with  clods,  which  they  call  devots,  or  with  heath,  broom, 
or  branches  of  fir :  they  look,  at  a  diftance,  like  fo  many  black  mole-hills.  The  in- 
habitants live  very  poorly,  on  oatmeal,  barley-cakes  and  potatoes }  their  drink  whifliy 
fweeteoed  with  honey.  ~The  men  are  thin,  but  ftrong ;  idle  and  lazy,  except  em- 
.ployed  in  the  chace,  or  any  thing  that  looks  like  amufement ;  are  content  with  their 
hard  fare,  and  will  not  exert  themfelves  farther  than  to  get  what  they  deem  necellaries. 
The  women  are  more  indullrious,  fpin  thar  own  hufbands'  cloaths,  and  get  money  by 
knitting  ftockings,  the  grrat  trade  of  the  country.  The  common  women  are  in  ge- 
neral mod  remarkably  plain,  and  foon  acquire  an  old  look,'and  by  being  much  expofed 
to  the  weather  without  hats,  fuch  a  grin,  and  contra6ion  of  mufcles,  as  heightens  greatly 
their  natural  hardnefs  of  features :  I  never  faw  fo  mudi  plainnefs  among  the  lower  rank 
of  females  :  but  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  hard  features  is  not  found  till  you  arrive  among 
the  fiGi-women  of  Aberdeen. 

Tenants  pay  their  rent  generally  in  this  coun'try  in  money,  except  what  they  pay  in 
poultry,  which  is  done  to  promote  the  breed,  as  the  gentry  are  10  remote  from  any 
market.  Thofe  that  rent  a  mill  pay  a  hog  or  two  %  an  animal  fo  detefted  by  the  High- 
landers, that  very  few  can  be  prevailed  on  to  tafte  it  in  any  Ihape.  Labour  is  here  very 
cheap,  the  ufual  pay  being  fifty  {hillings  a  year,  and  two  pecks  of  oatmeal  a  week. 

Purfued  my  journey  eaft,  along  a  beautiful  road  by  the  river-fide,  in  fight  of  the  pine 
forefts.  The  vale  now  grows  narrow,  and  is  filled  with  woods  of  birch  and  alder. 
Saw  on  the  road-fide  the  feats  of  gentlemen,  high  built,  and  once  defenfible.  The  pea- 
£uits  cultivate  their  little  land  with  great  care  to  the  very  edge  of  the  (lony  bills. 
.'All  the  way  are  vad  maffes  of  granite,  the  &rae  which  is  called  in  Cornwall,  Moor- 
^^one. 

'^       The  glen  contrads,  and  the  mountains  approach  each  other.    Quit  the  Highlands, 
-faffing  Between  two  great  rocks,  called  the  Pafs  of  Bollitir,  a  very  narrow  flrait,  whofe 

•  The  iing-ta!l  eagle,  called  here  tfie  Black  Eagle.  I  rurpeft,  from  the  dercription,  that  ihe  dotrel  breeda 
here.     I  hcu  alfo  of  a  bird,  called  here  SnaUcU  na'cuiro.  But  could  not,  procure  it. 
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bottom  is  covered  with  the  tremendous  ruins  of  the  precipices  that  bound  the  road. 
I  was  informed,  ^hat  here  the  wind  rages  with  great  fury  during  winter,  and  catching 
up  the  fnow  in  eddies,  whirls  it  about  with  fuch  impetuofity,  as  makes,  it  dangerous  for 
man  or  bead  to  be  out  at  that  time.  Rain  alfo  pours  down  fometimes  in  deluges,  and 
carries  with  it  ilone  and  gravel  from  the  hills  in  fuch  quantity,  that  I  have  feen  the 
effects  of  thefe  Ipates,  as  they  are  called,  lie  crofs  the  roads,  as  the  avalanches,  or 
fnow-falls,  do  thofe  of  the  Alps.  In  many  parts  of  the  Highlands  were  hofpitia  for 
the  reception  of  travellers,  called  by  the  Scotch,  Spittles,  or  hofpitals  :  the  fame  were 
ufual  in  Wales,  where  they  are  ftyled  Yfpytty  ;  and,  in  both  places,  were  maintained 
by  the  religious  houfes :  as  fimilar  afylums  are  to  this  day  fupported,  in  many  parts  of 
the  Alps. 

~  This  pafs  is  the  eaftem  entrance  into  the  Highlands.  The  country  now  afliimes  a 
new  hce:  the  hills  grow  lefs,  but  the  land  morcbarreo,  and  is  chieily  covered  with 
heath  and  rock.  The  edges  of  the  Dc-e  are  cultivated,  but  the  reft  only  in  patches, 
among  which  is  generally  a  groupe  of  fmall  houfea.  Thercis  alfo  a  change  of  trees, 
oak  being  the  principal  wood,  but  even  that  is  fcarce. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  is  Glen-Muik,  remarkable  for  a  6ne  cataraS  formed 
by  the  river  Muik,  which,  after  running  for  a  confiderable  way  along  a  level  moor, 
at  once  falls  down  a  perpendicular  rock  of  a  femicircular  form,  called  the  Lin  of  Muik, 
into  a  hole  of  fo  great  a  depth  worn  by  the  wdght  of  .vater,  as  to  be  fuppofed  by  the 
vulgar  to  be  bottomlefs. 

Refreflied  my  horfes  at  a  hamlet  called  Tullich,'  and  looking  weft,  faw  the  great 
mountain  Laghin  y  gair,  which  is  always  covered  with  fnow. 

Almoft  oppofite  to  the  village  of  Tullich  is  Pananich,  noted  for  the  mineral  water 
difcovered  a  few  years  ago,  and  found  to  be  very  beneficial  in  riieumadc  and  fcrophu< 
lous  cafes,  and  complaints  of  the  gravel.  Dunng  fummer  great  numbers  of  people 
afflided  with  thofe  diforders  refort  there  to  drink  the  waters ;  and  for  their  reception 
feveral  commodious  houfes  have  already  been  built. 

A  littl^  below  Tullich  ride  over  the  fouth  comer  of  the  hill  of  Culblcen,  where  foon 
after  the  Revolution,  a  bloodlels  battle  was  fought  between  King  William's  forces, 
wider  the  command  of  General  Mackay,  and  fome  gentlemen  of  the  country,  with  their 
dependents.  The  laft  made  fuch  an  expeditious  retreat,  that,  in  derifion,  it  was  called 
the  race  of  Tullich. 

The  hill  of  Culbleen  is  the  fouth-weft  extremity  of  a  range  of  mountains  which  form 
a  deep  femicircle,  and  enclofe  <hi  all  fides,  except  the  fouth,  a  very  fruitful  bottom,  and 
five  pariflies,  called  Cromar.  The  foil,  excepting  fome  moors  and  little  hills,  is  good  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  produces  the  bed  barley  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen. 
Cromar  is  the  entrance  into  the  low  countries  ;  the  Erie  language  has  been  difufed  in 
it  for  many  ages,  yet  is  fpoken  at  tliis  time  fix  miles  wefl  in  Glen-gairn. 

One  of  the  mountains  to  the  weft  is  ftyled  the  Hili  of  Morven,  of  a  flupendous  height, 
and  on  the  fide  next  to  Cromar,  almofl  perpendicular.  From  the  top,  the  whole 
country  as  far  as  Aberdeen,  thirty  computed  miles,  feems  from  this  height  as  a  plain  ; 
and  the  profpeft  terminates  in  the  German  ocean.  The  other  great  mountains  appear 
to  fink  to  a  common  fize  ;  and  even  Laghin  y  gair  abates  of  its  grande  ur.  About 
four  miles  below  Culbleen,  at  Charles-Town,  ride  on  a  line  with  the  hill  of  Coul,  the 
fouth-eaft  exlremity  of  the  Cromar  mountains. 

A  little  north  of  Charles-Town  ftands  Aboyne  caftle,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Aboyne, 
araidft  large  plantations ;  but  his  Lordfhip's  pines  in  theforeft  of  Glen  Tanner,  yield  to 
Doae  in  Scotlandi  excepting  thof«  of  Dalmore. 
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Obferred  feveral  vaft  plantations  of  pines,  planted  by  gentlemen  near  their  feats  ; 
fuch  a  laudable  fpirit  prevails  in  this  refped,  that  in  another  half  century,  it  never  Jhall 
be  faid,  that  to  fpy  the  nakedneis  of  the  land  you  are  come. 

Dine  at  the  litde  village  of  Kincairn  Oneil.  Hereabouts  the  common  people 
cultivate  a  great  deal  of  cabbage.  The  oat-fields  are  inclofed  with  rude  low  mounds  of 
{tone. 

It  gives  me  real  concern  to  find  any  hiftorical  authority  for  overthrowing  the  beauti- 
ful reladon  that  the  powerful  genius  of  Shakefpear  has  formed  out  of  Boethius's  tale  of 
Macbeth.  If  we  may  credit  Fordun,  that  ufurper  was  llain  in  his  retreat  at  Lunfanan, 
two  miles  north-weft  vf  this  place.  To  Sir  David  Dalrymple's  •  accurate  inveftigation 
of  a  dark  period  of  the  Scottifli  hiftory,  I  am  obliged  for  this  difcovery.  *'  Near  the 
-church  of  Lunfanan/'  adds  that  gentleman,  "  is  the  veftige  of  an  ancient  fortrefs  once 
furrounded  by  "  a  brook  that  runs  by."  This  he  conjedures  to  have  been  the  retrea'k  - 
<^Macbeth.  i . 

Lay  at  a  mean  houfe  at  Banchorie.  The  country,  from  BolHtir  to  this  place,  dull, 
tinlefs  where  varied  by  the  windings  of  the  river,  or  with  the  plantations. 

Auguft  7th,  the  nearer  to  Aberdeen,  the  lower  the  country  grows,  and  the  greater 
the  quandtyofcom:  in  general,  oats  and  barley;  for  there  is  very  little  wheat  fownia 
thofe  parts.     Reach 

Aberdeen,  a^  fine  dty,  lyin?  on  a  fmall  bay,  formed  by  the  Dee,  deep  enough  for 
Ihips  of  two  hundred  tons.  The  town  is  about  two  mites  in  circumference,  and  con- 
tains thirteen  thoufand  fouls,  and  about  three  thouland  in  the  fuburbs ;  but  the  whole 
'  number  of  inhabitants  between  the  bridges  Dee  and  Don,  which  includes  both  the 
Aberdeens*  and  the  interjacent  boufes  or  hamlets,  is  eftimated  at  twenty  thoufand.  It 
■ohce  mjoyed  a  good  Ihare  of  the  tobacco  trade,  but  was  at  length  forced  to  refign  it  to, 
Glafgow,  which  was  fo  much  more  conveniently  fituated  for  it.  At  prefent,  its  im- 
ports are  from  the  Baltic,  and  a  few  merchants  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  North 
America.  Its  exports  are,  ftcckmgs,  thread,  falmon,  and  oatmeal:  the  firft  is  a  moft 
important  article,  zs  appears  by  the  following  ftale  of  it.  For  this  manufadure  20,^00 
pounds  worth  of  wool  is  annually  imported,  and  1600  pounds  worth  of  oil.  Of  this 
wool  is  annually  made  69,333  do2en  pairs  of  ftockings,  wonh,  at  an  average  >1.  los. 
per  dozen.  Thefe  are  made  by  the  country  people,  in  almoft  all  parts  of  this  g^t 
county,  who  get  4s.  per  dozen  for  fpinning,  and  14s.  per  dozen  for  knitting,  fo  that 
there  is  annually  paid  them  63,329!.  14s.  And  befide^,  there  is  about  3000I.  value 
of  ftockings  manufa&uredfrom  the  wool  of  the  county,  which  encourages  the  breed 
of  fheep  much  ;  for  even  as  high  as  Invercauld,  the  farmer  fells  his  fheep  at  twelve 
Ihillings  a-piece,  and  keeps  them  till  they  are  four  or  five  years  old,  for  the  fake  of  the 
wool.  About  200  combers  are  alfo  employed  conftantly.  I'he  thread  manufacture  is 
another  confiderable  article,  though  trifling  in  comparifon  of  the  woollen. 

The  falmon  fiflieries  on  the  Dee  and  the  Don,  are  a  good  branch  of  trade :  about 
46  boats,  and  1^0  men  are  employed  on  the  firftj  and  in  fome  years  167,0001b.  of  fifli 
have  been  feat  pickled  to  London,  and  about  930  barrels  of  falted  fith  exported  to 
France,  Italy,  &c.  The  fifliery  on  the  Don  is  far  lels  confiderable.  About  the  time 
ofHenryVIII.  this  place  was  noted  for  a  confiderable  trade  in  dried  cod-filh,  at  that 
period  known  by  the  name  of  Habberdyn  fifh. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen  is  in  general  well  built,  with  granite  from  the  ndghbouring 
quarries.    The  beft  ftrtet,  or  rather  place,  is  the  Caftle-llreet :  in  the  middle  is  aa 
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oAagon  building,  with  neat  bas  relievos  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  from  ^unes  I.  to 
James  «VII.  The  town-houfe  makes  a  good  figure,  and  has  a  handfome  fpire  in  the 
centre. 

The  eaft  and  weft  churches  are  under  the  fame  roof}  for  the  North  Britions  obferve 
ceconomy,  even  in  their  religion  :  in  one  I  obfervcd  a  fmall  Ihip  hung  up ;  a  votive  of- 
fering frequent  enough  in  Popifh  churches,  but  appeared  very  unexpeaedly  here.  But 
I  am  now  fatisfied  that  the  Ihip  only  denotes  the  right  the  mariners  have  to  a  fitting 
place  beneath. 

In  the  church'yard  lies  Andrew  Cant,  mintfter  of  Aberdeen,  from  whom  the 
Spectator  derives  the  word  to  cant :  but  'in  all  probability,  Andrew  canted  no  more 
than  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  for  he  lived  in  a  whining  age  " ;  the  word  therefore 
feems  to  be  derived  from  canto,  from  thar  Cnging  out  their  difcourfes.  The  infcrip- 
tion  on  his  monument  fpeaks  of  him  in  very  high  terms,  ftyles  him  vii:  fuo  feculo 
fummus,  qui  orb!  huic  et  urbi  ecclefiaftes,  voce  et  vita  inclinatam  reltgiooem  fuftinuit, 
degeneres  mundi  mores  reBnxit,  ardens  et  amans,  Boanerges  et  Barnabas,  Magnes  et 
Adamus,  &c.  &c 

In  the  fame  place  are  multitudes  of  long-winded  epitaphs  y  but  t^e  following,  though 
ihort,  has  a  moft  elegant  turn : 

St  fidn,  ii  hntnanicafi  nultoque  gmu  lepore  cndor  i 
St  fuorum  amor,  airucoruindiariii*,  otnnidmqac  Bene* 

volentia  fpiiitum  redticere  polTtnt, 
Haud  hcic  TjIub  iiS-.t  Johannei  Buniet  a  EIrkk.  1747. 

The  college  is  a  large  old  building,  founded  by  George  Earl  of  Nfarechal^  1593. 
.  On  one  fide  is  this  ftrange  infcriplion  ;  probably  alluding  to  fome  fcoffers  at  that  time : 

Thty  ha»c  feid,  /  -^  *     • 

Quliat  fay  thay  i    .  J-^, 

Let  Yame  fay. 

In  the  great  room  are  feveral  good  pidures.    A  head  of  the-founder.    The  prefent  f; 
Lord  ft^gfechal  when  young,  and  General  Keith,  his  brother*^  fiilhop  BumelK  in  his  <: 
robes,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Garter.     A  head  of  Mary  Stuart,  in  black,  with  a:;crown 
in  one  hand,  a  crucifix  in  the  other.     A^hur  Jonfton,  a  fine  hea^  by  Jamefon.     An-  , 
drew  Cant,  by  the  fame.    Gordon  of  Strachloch,  poblifher  .of^he  maps  ;   Doftor 
Gregory,  author  of  the^reflefting  telefcope ;  and  Teveral  others,  by  Jamefon, 

In  the  library  is  the  alcorart  on  velluni,  finely  illuminated. 

A  Hebrew  bible,  manufcript,  with  Rabbinical  notes  on  vellum. 

lijdori  escerpta  ex  librc  :  a  great  curiofity,  being  a  complete  natural  hiftory,  with 
figures,  richly  illuminated  on  fquares  of  plated  gold,  on  vellum. 

A  paraphrafe  on  the  Revelation,  by  James  VI.  with  notes,  in  the  King's  own  hand. 

A  fine  midaL 

'Jliere  are  about  a  hundred  and  forty  iludents  belonging  to  (his  college. 

The  convents  in  Aberdeen  were  ;  one  of  Mathurines,  or  of  the  order  of  the  Trinity, 
founded  by  William  theUion,  who  died  in  1214:  another  of  Dominicans,  by  Alex- 
ander II.:  a  third  of  Obfervan tines,  a  building  of  great;  length  in  the  middle  of  the 
dt}',  founded  by  the  citizens,  and  Mr,  Richard  Vaus,  &c. :  and  a  fourth  of  Carmelites^ 
or  White  Friers,  founded  by  Philip  de  Arbiithnot,  in  1 350.  In  the  ruins  of  this  was 
difcovered  a  very  curious  ftlver  chain,  fix  feet  long,  with  a  round  plate  at  one  aid, 
and  at  the  other  a  pear-ihaped  appendage  ;  which  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  library. 

*  In  Charles  the  Tirft'i  tigoe. 
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.  The  grammar-fchool  is  a  low  bat  neat  building.  Gordon's  hofpital  is  handfome ; 
in  front  is  a  good  ftatue  of  the  founder:  it  maintains  forty  boys,  children  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Aberdeen,  who  are  apprenticed  at  proper  ages. 

The  infirmary  is  a  large  plain  building,  and  fends  out  between  eight  or  lune  hundred 
cured  patients  annually. 

On  the  fide  of  the  great  bleachery,  which  is  common  to  the  town,  are  the  public 
walks.  Over  a  road,  between  the  Caflle-ftreet  and  the  harbour,  is  a  very  handfome 
arch,  which  mult  attract  the  attention  of  the  traveller. 

On  the  eaft  of  the  town  is  a  worfc  begun  by  Cromwell,  from  whence  is  a  fine  view 
of  the  fea ;  beneath  is  a  fmall  patch  of  ground,  noted  for  producing  very  early  barley, 
which  was  then  reaping. 

Prices  of  provifions  in  this  town  were  thefe  t  Beef,  (i6  ounces  to  the  pound)  2{d. 
to  $6. ;  mutton  the  lame  ;  butter,  (28  ounces  to  thepound)  6d.  to  8d. ;  cheefe,  ditto, 
4d  to  4|d. ;  a  large  pullet,  6d.  or  lod.  ^  duck,  the  fame  ;  goofe,  is.  ^d. 

Crofs  the  harbour  to  the  granite  quarries  that  contribute  to  fupply  London  with 
•  paving  ftones.  The  ftones  lie  either  in  large  nodules  or  in  (battery  beds ;  are  cut  into 
fhape,  and  the  fmall  pieces  for  the  middle  of  the  ftreets  are  put  on  board  for  feven 
{hillings  per  ton,  the  long  ftones  at  ten-pence  per  foot. 

The  bridge  of  Dee  lies  about  two  miles  S.  of  the  town,  and  confifls  of  feven  neat 
arches  :  before  the  building  of  that  of  Perth,  it  was  efteemed  the  finell  ilruaure  of  the 
kind  in  Korth  Britain.  It  Was  founded,  and  is  flill  fupported  by  funds  deftined  for  that 
purpofe  by  Bilhop  Elphinfton.  The  following  irifcription  on  the  buttrefe  of  a  ruinous 
ifle  in  the  cathedral  of  Old  Aberdeen,  informs  us  c^thearchite^: — •  Thomas,  thfe  fon 
•  of  Thomas  French,  mafter  mafon,'  who  built  the  bridge  of  the  Dee  and  this  ifle,  is  en- 
terred  at  the  foot  hereof,  who  died  anno  1530.'  ' 

Auguft  8th,  vifited  Old  Aberdeen,  about  a  mile  north  of  the  new;  a  poor  town 
feated  not  hr  from  the  Don.  The  college  is  built  round  a  fquare,  with  cloifters  on  the 
.  fouth  fide.  The  chapel  is  very  ruinous  within ;  but  there  flill  remains  fome  wo6d-work 
of  exquifite  workmanfliip.  This  was  preferved  by  the  fpirit  of  the  principal  at  the 
time  of  the  reformation,  who  armed  his  people  and  checked  the  blind  zeal  of  the  ba- 
rons of  the  Meams,  who  after  ftripping  the  Cathedral  of  its  roof,  and  robbing  it  of  the 
.  bells,  were  going  to  violate  this  feat  of  jeaming.  They  fliipped  their  facrilegious  booty 
with  an  intention  to  expofmgit  to  iale  in  Holland  •  ;  but  the  vefiel  hadfcarcely  goae 
out  of  port,  but  it  perifhed  in  a  flxirm  with  all  its  ill  gained  la'ding. 

The  college  was  founded  in  1494  by  William  Elphinfton,  bifliop'of  this  place,  and 
Xord  Chancellor  of  Scotland  in  the  reign  of  James  III. ;  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  that 
.  of  James  IV.  He  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  eminence,  tiiat  his  cotemporaries  firmly  be- 
,  lieved  that  his  death  was  prefaged  by  various  prodigies,  and  that  fupematural  voices 
-were  heard  at  his  interment,  as  if  heaven  more  peculiarly  interefleditfelf  in  the  depar- 
ture of  fo  great  a  character  f. 

The  library  is  large.  The  moft  pemarkable  things  are ;  John  Trevifa's  tranflation  of 
Higden'sPolychronicon,  in  1387  j  the  manufcript  excellently  wrote,  and  the  language 
very  good,  for  that  time,  ,  A  very  neat  Dutch  milTal,  with  elegant  paintings  on  the 
margin.  Another,  of  the  angels  appearing  to  the  Ihepherds,  with  one  of  the  men 
playing  on  the  bagpipes.     A  manufcript  catalogue  of  the  oidtreafory  of  the  college. 

Heftor  Boethius  was  the  firft  principal  of  the  college,  and  fent  far  from  Paris  for  that 
purpofe,  on  an  annual  falary  of  forty  i^arks  Scots,  at  thirteen-pence  each.    The  fquare 

,  *  Spotfwood'aHill,  Church  of  Scotland.  +  Bodhiui'*  Hift,  of  the  Biftopi  of  Abtrdeea. 
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toweron  the  fide  of  the  college  was  built  by  contributions  from  General  Monk  and  the 
oiGcers  under  him,  then  quartered  at  Aberdeen,  for  the  reception  of  ftudents ;  of 
which  there  are  about  a  hundred  belonging  to  the  college,  who.  lie  in  it. 

In  Bifliop  Elphinfton's  hall  is  a  piflure  of  Bifliop  Dunbar,  who  finifhed  the  bridge  of 
Dee,  and  completed  every  thing  elfe  that  the  other  worthy  prelate  had  begun.     BeJides 
this  are  portraits  ofForbra,  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen,  and  Profeflbrs  Sandiland  and  Gordon, 
by  Jamefon.     The  Sybils  :  faid  to  be  done  by  the  fame  hand,  but  feemed  to  nie  in  ' 
too  different  a  (lyle  to  be  his ;  but  the  Sybilla  .^gyptiaca  and  Erythrsa  are  in  good  ^ 
attitudes. 

The  catfiedral  is  very  ancient  ;  no  more  than  the  two  very  antique  fpires  and  one 
ifle,  which  is  ufed  as  a  church,  are  now  remaining.  This  bimoprick  was  founded  in 
the  time  of  David  I.  who  tranflated  it  from  Mortlick  in  BanSIhire  to  this  place. 

From  a  tumulus,  called  Tille  dron,  now  covered  with  trees,  is  a  fine  view  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  and  rich  country ;  once  a  mod  barren  fpot,  but  by  the  induitry  of  the  inhabit  ' 
tants  brought  to  its  prefent  (late.  A  pretty  vate  bordered  with  wood,  the  cathedral 
foaring  above  the  trees,  and  the  river  Don,  form  all  together  a  molt  agreeable  prof- 
ped.  Tbefe  are  comprehended  in  the  pleafure  grounds  of  Seaton,  the  houfe  of  George 
Middleton,  Efq. ;  which  Ues  well  flieltered  in  the  north-weft  comer  of  the  valley,  and 
was  probably  the  firft  vUla  built  in  the  north  of  Scotland  according  to  the  prefent  idea 
of  elegance. 

Beneath  are  fome  cruives,  or  wears,  to  take  lalmon  in.  The  owners  are  obliged  by 
law  to  make  the  rails  of  the  cruives  •  of  a  certain  width,  to  permit  fifli  of  a  certoin  fizp 
to  pafs  up  the  river  ;  but  as  that  is  neglefted,  they  pay  an  annual  fum  to  the  owners  of 
the  fifiieries  which  lie  above  to  compenfate  the  lofs. 

In  the  Regiam^Majeftatem  are  preferved  feveral  ancient  laws  relating  to  the  falmon 
Series,  couched  in  terms  exprelQve  of  the  funplicity  of  the  times. 

From  Saturday  night  till  Monday  morning,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  a  free  pafTag^ 
for  the  fifh,  which  is  ftyled  the  Saturdayes  floppe  f* 

Alexander  I.  enabled,  *  That  the  ftreame  of  the  water  lal  be  in  all  parts  fwa  free^ 
that  ane  fwine  of  the  age  of  three  zeares,  well  fed,  may  turae  hioifelf  within  the 
ftreame  round  about,  fwa  that  his  fnowt  nor  taill  fall  not  touch  the  bank  of  the  water.' 

*  Slayers  of  reide  filh  or  fmoltes  of  falmond,  the  third  time  are  puniHied  with  death. 
And  fie  like  he  quha  commands  the  fatnine  to  be  done.'    Jac.  IV.  pari.  6.  ftat.  Rob.  HI. 

.AuguflQth,  continue  my  journey :  pals  over  the  bridge  of  Don;  a  fine  Gothic  arch 
Sung  over  that  fine  river,  from  one  rock  to  the  otbet- ;  the  height  from  the  top  of  the 
arch  to  the  water  is  fixty  feet ;  its  width  feventy-two.  It  was  built  by  Henry  de  Cheyn, 
Klhop  of  Aberdeen  and  nephew  to  John  Cummin  Lord  of  Badenoch,  who  fufenng 
exile  for  his  attachment  to  the  faftion  of  the  Cummins  on  his  being  reftored  to  his  fee, 
applied  all  the  profits  that  had  accumulated  during  his  abfence,  towards  this  magnih- 
centworkj.  Ride  for  fome  miles  on  the  feafandsj  pals  through  Newburgh,  a  fmall 
village,  and  at  low  water  ford  the  Ytheo,  a  river  produdive  of  the  pearl  mufcle :  go 
Um>ugh  the  pariih  of  Furvie,  now  entirely  overwhelmed  with  fand,  (except  two  farms) 
and  about  500I.  per  annum  loft  to  the  Errol  family,  as  appears  by  the  oath  of  the  tic- 
tor,  made  before  the  court  of  felHons  in  1600,  to  afcertain  theminifter'sfalary.  It  was  ' 
at  that  time  all  arat^e  land,  now  covered  with  Shifting  fands,  like  the  deferts  of  Arabia, 
and  no  veftiges  remain  of  uiy  buildings,  except  a  fmall  fragment  of  the  ohurcb. 

*  Cnivea,  Sec.  lull  bun  their  hcek«  two  Inches  wide*  tKat  the  Uy  may  pafi.     Rob.  I. 

f  Alex.  It  %  Ketdi's  Scvtch  fiilhops,  €j.    T^sFxcljite  wMliTivgin  1333. 
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The  country  now  grows  very  flat  I  produces  oats;  but  the  crops  are  confiderably 
n'Orfe  than  in  the  preceding  country.     Reach 

Bownefe,  or  Buchanefs,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Errol,  perched,  like  a  *  falcon's  neft, 
on  the  edge  of  a  vaft  cliff  above  the  fea.  The  drawing  room,  a  large  and  very  elegant 
apartment,  hangs  over  it ;  the  waves  run  in  wild  eddies  round  the  rocks  beneath,  anil 
the  fea  fowl  clamour  above  and  below,  forming  a  ftrange  profpe£t  and  fingular  chorus. 
The  place  was  once  defenfible,  there  having  been  a  ditch  and  draw-bridge  on  the  ac- 
erbic fide  (  but  now  both  are  deftroyed. 

Above  five  miles  fouth  is  Slains,  the  remains  of  the  old  family  caflle,  feated  ftrongly 
■on  a  peninfulated  rock  ;  but  demolifhed  in  1 594,  by  James  VI.  on  the  rebellion  of 
the  Earl  of  Huntly.  Near  thi§  place  are  fome  vaft  caverns,  once  filled  with  curious 
ftalaftical  incniftations,  now  deftroyed,  in  order  to  be  burnt  into  lime  ;  for  there  is 
none  in  this  country,  that  ufeful  commodity  being  imported  from  the  Earl  of  Elgin's 
woHis  on  the  Erith  of  Forth. 

Here  the  Ihore  begins  to  grow  bold  and  rocky,  and  indented  in  a  ftrange  maaner 
with  fmall  and  deep  creeks,  or  rather  immenfe  and  horrible  chafnis.  The  famous 
Bullers  of  Buchan  lie  about  a  mile  north  of  Bownefs,  are  a  vaft  hollow  in  a  rock,  pro- 
jecting into  the  fea,  open  at  top,  with  a  communication  to  the  fea  through  a  noble 
'natutui  arch,  through  which  boats-can  pafs,  and  lie  fecure  in  this  natural  harbour. 
There  is  a  path  round  the  top,  but  in  fome  parts  too  narrow  to  walk  on  with  fatis^c- 
tion,  as  the  depth  is  about  thirty  fathom,  with  water  on  both  fides,  bdng  bounded  on 
the  north  and  fouth  by  fmall  creeks. 

Near  this  is  a  great  infulated  rock,  divided  by  a  narrow  and  very  deep  chafm  from  the 
land.  This  rock  is  pierced  through  midway  between  the  water  and  the  top,  and  in 
violent  ftorms  the  waves  rufii  through  it  with  great  noife  and  impetuofity.  On  the  fides, 
.  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  adjacent  clift^,  breed  multitudes  of  kittiwakes  *.  The  young  are 
a  fiiLvourite  difli  in  North  Britain,  being  ferved  up  a  little  before  dinner,  as  a  whet  for  the 
^appetite }  but,  from  the  rank  fmelt  and  tafte,  feem  as  if  they  were  more  likely  to  have  a 
contrary  effeft.  I  was  told  of  an  honeft  gentleman  who  was  fet  down  for  the  firft  time 
to  this  kind  of  whet,  as  he  fuppofed ;  but  after  demoliftiiog  half  a  dozen,  with  much 
impatience  declared,  that  he  had  eaten  fax,  and  did  notfind  himfelf  a  bit  more  hungry 
than  before  he  had  began. 

On  this  coaft  is  a  great  filhery  of  fea  dogs  f,  which  begins  the  lad  week  of  July,  and 
ends  the  firft  in  September.  The  livers  are  boiled  fpr  oil ;  the  bodies  fplit,  dried,  and 
fold  to  the  common  people,  who  come  from  great  diftances  for  them.  Very  fine  tur- 
bots  are  t^en  on  this  coaft ;  and  towards  Peterhead  are  good  fiflieries  of  cod  and  ling. 
The  lord  of  the  manor  has3l.  6s.  8d.  per  annum  from  every  boat,  (a  fix  man  boat)  but 
if  a  new  crew  fets  up,  the  lord,  by  way  of  encouragement,  finds  them  a  boat.  Befides 
thefe,  they  have  little  yawls  for  catching  bait  at  the  foot  of  the  rocks.  Mulcles  are  alfo 
much  ufed  for  bait,  and  many  boats  loads  are  brought  for  that  purpofe  from  the  mouth 
6f  the  Ythen.  Of  late  years,  a  very  fuccefsful  falmon  fifliery  has  been  fet  up  in  the 
fandy  bays  below  Slains.  This  is  performed  by  long  nets,  carried  out  to  fea  by  boats, 
a  great  compafs  taken,  and  then  hawled  on  fliore.  It  is  remarked,  ihefe  nfh  fwim 
againft  the  wind,  and  are  much  better  tafted  than  thofe  taken  in  frelh  waters. 

Moft  of  the  labour  on  Ihore  is  performed  here  by  the  women :  they  will  carry  as 
much  fifli  as  two  men  can  lift  on  their  ftiouldcrs,  and  when  they  have  fold  their  cargo 
and  emptied  their  balket,  will  re-pl^e  part  of  it  with  ftones :  they  go  fixteen  miles  to 

^  •  £r.  Zool.  No.  S50.  t  The  picked  Shaik,    Br.  Zool.  Ill  No  4«. 
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"fell  or  barter  their  fifli ;  are  very  fond  of  finer)-,  and  will  load  their  fingers  with  trump- 
ery rings,  when  they  want  both  fhoes  and  {lockings.  Tlie  fleet  was  the  I^ft  war  fup- 
plied  with  great  numbers  of  men  from  this  and  others  parts  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the 
army  :  I  think  near  70,000  engaged  in  the  general  cauf'e,  and  aflifted  in  carrying  our 
glory  through  alf  parts  of  the  globe  :  of  the  former,  numbers  returned  ;  of  the  latter, 
very  few.  _ 

The  houfesin  this  country  are  built  uilh  clay,  tempered  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Ifraehtes  made  their  bricks  in  the  land  of  jEgypt :  after  drefling  the  day,  and  working 
it  up  with  water,  the  labourers  place  on  it  alarge  ftratum  of  ftraw,  which  is  trampled 
into  it  and  made  fmall  by  horfes :  then  more  is  added,  till  it  artives  at  a  proper  con- 
fillency,  when  it  is  ufed  as  a  ptaifter,  and  njakes  the  houfes  very  warm.  The  roofs  are 
Jarked,  i.e.  covered  with  inch-and-half  ileal,  fawed  into  three  planks,  and  then  nailed 
(0  the  joifts,  on  which  the  Qates  are  pinned. 

The  land  profpedt  is  extremely  unpleafant ;  for  no  trees  will  grow  here,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  pains  that  have  been  taken :  not  but  in  former  times  it  mufl:  have  been  well  wooded, ' 
as  is  evident  from  the  number  of  trees  dug  up  in  all  the  bogs.  The  fame  nakednef^i 
prevails  over  great  part  of  this  coaft,  even  far  beyond  Banffj  except  in  a  few  warm 
bottoms. 

The  com  of  this  traft  is  oats  and  barley  j  of  th«  laft  I  have  feen  very  good  clofe  to  the 
edges  of  the  cliSs.  Rents  are  paid  here  partly  in  cafh,  partly  in  Icind  j  the  latl  is  com< 
mooly  fold  tp  a  contrador.  The  land  here  being  poor,  is  let  cheap.  The  people  live 
hardly :  a  common  food  with  them  is  fowens,  or  the  groifer  part  of  the  oatmeal  with 
the  hulks,  firfl  put  into  a  barrel  with  water.  In  order  to  grow  four,  and  then  boiled  in< 
to  a  fort  of  pudding,  or  flummery. 

Augufl  1  ith,  crolTed  the  country  towards  Banfl^,  over  Oatlands,  a  coarfe  fort  of 
downs,  and  feveral  black  heathy  moors,  without  a  fingle  tree  for  numbers  of  miles. 
See  Craigfton  caftle,  a  good  houfe,  once  defenfible,  feated  in  a  fnug  bottom,  where  the 
plantations  thrive  greatly.  Saw  here  a  head  of  David  Lefly,  an  eleve  of  Giiftavus 
Adolphus:  a  fuccelsful  general  againfl  the  royal  caufe  :  unfortunate  when  he  attempted 
to  fupport  it ;  loft  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  bang  forced  to  engage  contrary  to  hisjudgmenl 
by  the  enthufiafm  of  the  preachers.:  marched  with  an  unwilling  army  to  the  ratal  battle 
ofWorcefter;  confcious  of  its  difaffeftion  or  its  feare,  he  funk  beneath  his  apprehen- 
fions ;  was  difpirited  and  confounded  :  after  the  figh't,  loft  his  liberty  and  reputation  ; 
but  was  reftored  to  both  at  the  retloration  by  Charles  II.  who  created  him  Baron  of 
Newark.  Another  head.  Sir  Alexander  Frazer,  the  Knight  of  Dores  j  bothbyJame- 
fon.  Failed  by  a  fmall  ruined  caftle,  in  the  parifh  of  Kinedward,  feated  on  a  round  hil^^ 
in  a  deep  glen,  and  fcarce  acceflible ;  the  ancient  name  of  this  caftle  was  Kin,  or  Kyn- 
Eden,  and  feid  to  have  been  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Cummins,  Earl  of  Buchan.  Ford 
the  Devron,  a  fine  river,  over  which  had  been  a  beautiful  bridge,  now  wafted  away  by 
the  6oods.     Enter  BanSIhire,  and  reach  its  capital 

Banff,  pteafimtly  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  has  feveral  ftrccts ;  but  that  with  the 
town-houte  in  it,  adorned  with  a  new  fpire,  is  very  handfome.  This  place  was  erected 
into  aborough  by  virtue  of  a  charter  from  Robert  II.  dated  Oftobcr  7th,  1372,  endow- 
ing it  with  the  fame  privileges,  and  putting  it  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeoi;  but  tradition  fays  it  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Malcolm  Canmore.  The 
hflrtjour  is  very  bad,  as  the  entrsnce  at  the  mouth  of  the  Devron  is  very  uncer-' 
tain,  b^g  often  (lopped  by  the  fhifting  of  the  lands,  which  are  continually  changing, 
in  great  ftonos :  the  pier  is  therefore  placed  on  the  outfide.    Much  falmoa  is  exported 
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from  hence.    About  Troop-head,  fome  kelp  is  made ;  and  the  adventurers  pay  tbe 
lord  of  the  manor  50!.  per  annum  for  the  liberty  of  cotleflinu  the  materials. 

Banff  had  only  one  monaftery,  that  of  the  Carmelites,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  : 
whofe  rents,  place  and  lands  were  bellowed  on  King's  College  in  Aberdeen  in  j6 1 7  bf 
James  VI. 

The  Earl  of  Finlater  has  a  houfe,  prettily  feated  on  an  eminence  near  the  town,  with 
fome  plantations  of  fbrubs  and  fmall  trees,  which  have  a  good  effe£l:  in  fo  bare  a  coun- 
try. The  profpeft  is  very  fine,  commanding  the  rich  meadows  near  the  town,  Down  a 
fmall  but  well-built  fifhing  town,  the  great  promontory  of  Troop-head,  and  to  the  north 
the  hills  of  Rofsfhire,  Sutherland,  and  C^ithnefs. 

The  houfe  once  belonged  to  the  Sharps  ;  and  the  violent  archbiffliop  of  that  name  was 
born  here.  In  one  of  the  apartments  is  a  picture  of  Jamefon  by  himfelf,  fitting  in  his 
painting.ruom,  drelfed  like  Rubens,  and  with  ,his  hat  on,  and  his  pallet  in  bis  band. 
On  the  walls  are  reprefented  hung  up,  the  pi^ures  of  Charles  I  and  his  Queen  ;  a  bead 
of  his  own  wife ;  another  head  i  two  fea  views,  and  Perfeus  and  Andromeda,  the  pro- 
dufiions  of  his  various  pencil. 

'  Duff  Houfe,  avail  pile  of  building,  a  little  way  from  the  town,  is  a  fquare,with  a 
fquare  tower  at  each  end  ;  the  front  richly  ornamented  with  carving,  but,  for  want  of 
wings,  has  a  naked  look :  the  rooms  wit^n  are  very  fmall,  and  by  no  means  anfwer  the 
magnificence  of  the  cafe. 

In  the  apartments  are  thefe  pidures :  Frances,  Dutchefs  of  Richmond,  full  length, 
m  black,  with  a  little  pifture  at  her  bread,  JEt.  57,  1633,- by  Vandyck  :  was  grand-  ' 
daughter  by  the  father  to  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk;  to  Edward  Stafford  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, by  the  mother.  A  lady  who  attempted  the  very  climax  of  matrimony:  firll  mar- 
ned  the  fon  of  a  rich  vintner :  gave  hopes  after  his  death  to  a  knight.  Sir  G.  Rodney, 
vho  on  bong  jilted  by  her  for  an  earl,  Edward  Earl  of  Hertford,  wrote  to  herin  his  owa 
blood  a  well  compofed  copy  of  verfes,  and  then  fell  on  his  fword  *,  having  buried  the 
£arl,>gave  her  hand  to  Ludovic  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and  on  his  deceafe 
fpread  her  nets  for  the  old  monarch  James  I.  Her  avarice  kept  pace  with  her  vanity  : 
when  vifUed  by  the  great,,  ihe  had  all  the  parade  of  officers,  and  gentlemen  who  at- 
tended :  tables  were  fpread,  as  if  there  had  been  ample  proviflon  ;  but  the  moment 
her  vifitors  were  goner  ^e  cloths  were  taken  oS,  and  her  train  fed  with  a  moft  fcanty 
fare.  Her  pride  mduced  her  to'drtiw  up  an  inventory  of  mod  magnificent  prefents,  (be 
wifbed  the  world  to  believe  Ihe  had  given  to  the  Queen  of  Bohemia ;  prefents  of  maffy 
|)late  that  exiOed  only  on  a  paper  *.  Befides  this  fingular  character,  are  two  fine  heads 
«f  Charles  1.  and  his  Queen.  A  head  of  a  Duff  of  Corienday,  with  ffaort  grey  hair,  by 
Cofmo  Alexander,  defcHidant  of  the  famous  Jamefon.  Near  the  houfe  is  a  (hrubbery,, 
vitb  a  walk  two  miles  long,  leading  to  the  river. 

I  muft  not  be  filent  refpe&ing  the  Reverend  Mr.  Charles  Cordiner,  minider  at  the 
cpifcopal  chapel  at  Banff.  He  has  made  his  abilities  fufficientty  known  by  his  feveral  - 
ingenious  publications  :  and  I  muft  exprels  my  happinefs  in  having  been  the  caufe  of 
brmging  them  to  the  view  of  the  public,  much  to  its  entertainment,  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
not  a>little  to  bis  own  benefit,  and  that  of  his  numerousiamily.  When  t  nad  pubUlhed 
the  laft  volume  of  my  tours  in  Scotland,  I  reflected  that  there  were  certain  parts  which. 
L  had  not  been  able  to  vilit.  I  prevailed  on  Mr.  Cordiner  to  undertake  the  tour  wbidt 
aggeared  ta.1780,  under  the  thle  of  Antiquities  and  Scenery  of  the  t^uth.o^Scothnd, 

*  Vide  WiUbo'i  Life  of  Jamn  I.  2^9,  2591 

.     illultratEd 
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Uluftrated  by  twenty-one  plates  taken  from  his  own  beautiful  drawings.  He  afterward* 
publiQied,  and  conrinues  to  publifli,  in  numbers,  the  moft  remarkable  ruins,  and  fub-' 
je^s  of  natural  hiltory  he  met  with  in  his  joumies  through  the  northern  parts  of  his 
country.  Thefe,  I  hope,  will  meet  the  etK:ouragement  they  merit,  and  his  labours 
receive  their  due  reward. 

Aug.  14.  About  two  miles  well  of  Banff,  not  hr  from  the  fea,  is  a  great  ftratum 
of  (and  and  ihells,  ufed  with  fuccefs  as  a  manure.  Sea  tang  is  alfo  much  ufed  for 
com  lands,  fomelimes  t^  itfelf,  fometimes  mixed  with  earth,  and  left  to  rot ;  it  is  be- 
iides  often  laid  frelh  on  grafs,  and  anfwers  very  well.  PalTed  by  the  houfe  of  Boyne,  a 
ruined  caftle  on  tlie  edge  of  a  deep  glen,  filled  with  fome  good  a(h  and  maples. 

Near  Portfoy,  a  fmall  towTi  in  the  parifb  of  Fordyce,  is  a  large  ftratum  of  marble,  in 
which  albeflos  has  been  fometimes  found  :  it  is  a  coarfe  fort  of  verd  di  Corfica,  and 
ufed  in  fome  houfes  for  chimney-pieces.  Fortfoy  is  the  principal  place  in  this  parifli, 
and  contains  about  fix  hundred  inhabitants,  who  carrj'  on  a  confiderable  thread  manu- 
fadure,  and  one  of  fnuff:  there  alfo  belong  to  the  town  twelve  Slips,  from  forty  to  a 
hundred  tons  burthen ;  and  there  are  in  the  parifh  fix  fifhing  boats,  each  of  whofe 
crew  confids  of  fix  men  and  a  boy.     Reach 

Gullen-houfe,  feated  at  the  edge  of  a  deep  gleo  full  of  very  large  trees,  which, 
being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fei  winds,  profper  greatly.  This  fpot  is  very  prettily 
laid  out  in  walks,  and  over  the  entrance  is  a  magnificent  arch  fixty  feet  high,  and 
cightv-two  in  width.  The  houfe  is  large,  but  irregular.  The  moft  remarkable  pictures 
are,  a  full  length  of  James  VI.  by  My  tens  :  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the  mob  had 
taken  it  out  of  Holy-rood  Houfe,  and  were  kicking  it  about  the  ftreets,  when  the  Chan- 
cellor, the  Earl  of  Finlater,  happening  to  pafs  by,  redeemed  it  out  of  thdr  hands.  A 
portrait  of  James  Duke  of  Hamilton,  beheaded  m  1 649,  in  a  large  black  cloak,  with  a 
Itar,  by  Vandyck.  A  half  length  of  his  brother;  by  the  fame,  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Worcefter.  William  Duke  of  Hamilton,  prefident  of  the  Revolution  Parliament,  by 
Knetler.  Old  Lord  Banff,  aged  90,  with  a  long  white  fquare  beard,  who  is  faid  to 
have  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  church,  at  that  age,  for  his  gallantries  •. 

Not  far  from  Cullen-houfe  are  the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Finlater,  fituated  on  a  high 
rock,  projeSing  into  the  fea.  It  was  ftrengthened  in  1455  by  Sir  Walter  Ogilvie, 
who  had  licence  from  James  II.  to  build  a  tower  and  fortalice  at  his  caftle  Of  Finlater. 
It  continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  family  till  it  was  ufurped  by  the  family  of  the  Gordons ;  , 
but  was  refttB-ed  to  the  right  heirs  about  the  year  1362,  by  Queen  Mary,  who  for  that 
purpofe  caufed  it  to  beonvelled  both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  country  round*Cullen  has  all  the  marks  of  improvement,  owing  to  the  f  inde-  ■ 
fatigable  pains  of  the  late  noble  owner,  in  advancing  the  art  of  agriculture  and  planting, 
and  every  other  ufeful  bnfmefs,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  foil  would  admit.  His  fuc- 
cefs in  the  firft  was  very  great ;  the  crops  of  beans,  peas,  oats,  and  barley  were  ex. 
cellent ;  the  wheat  very  good,  but  through  the  fault  of  the  climate,  will  not  ripen  till 
it  is  late,  the  harveft  m  thefe  parts  being  in  Oftober.    The'  plantatbns  are  very  ex-  - 

*  Among  olhtt  pi£turcs  of  prrfont  of  merit,  that  of  tht  adnliraUe  Cnchton  mull  not  be  overlooked.  I 
wsa  informed,  that  there  u  one  of  that  extraoidinarf  perfon  in  the  pofTelGon  of  Alexin<]er  Morrifoo,  Efq. 
of  Bagntc,  in  the  county  of  Banff  ^  it  is  in  the  fine  ^inmeot  with  fome  of  Jamefon'a,  but  (amt  doue 
hj  a  fupcrior  hand  :  came  into  Mr.  Morrtfon's  pofltffion  from  the  family  of  Crichton,  Vifcount  Frcnd- 
raaght,  to  whom  CrichtoH  probably  lent  it  from  Italy,  where  he  fprac^the  lalt  years  of  his  Ihort,  but 
gbnout  life.     Vide  A'ppendia. 

■f    His  Lordftip  colle<aed  together  new  jooo  foala,  tO'  hii  new  town  at  Keith,  by  feuiny,  i. «.  giring  in 

Epetuity,  on  payment  of  a  flight  acknowledgaicnt,  land  fui&cient  to  build  a  boofe  on,  with  gardeni  and 
ckyard. 
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tenTive,  and  reach  to  the  top  of  Binn-hill,  but  the  farther  they,  extend  from  the  bot- 
toms, the  worfe  they  fucceed.  , 

The  town  of  Cullen  is  mean,  yet  has  about  a  hundred  looms  in  it ;  there  being  a 
flouriHiing  nianufia^ture  of  linen  and  thread,  of  which  near  fifty  tboufand  pounds 
worth  is  annually  made  there  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  Upwards  of  two  thou- 
land  bolls  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  meal  are  paid  annually  by  the  tenants  to 
their  landlords,  and  by  them  fold  to  the  merchants  and  exported  :  and  befides,  the 
upper  parts  ofthe  parilh  yield  peas,  and  great  quantities  of  oats,  which  are  fold  by  tbofe 
tenants  who  pay  their  rents  in  cafli. 

Near  this  town  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  after  his  march  from  Banff,  j(»ned  the 
reft  of  his  forces  from  $trath-Bbgie,  and  encamped  at  Cullen. 

Tn  a  fmall  fandy  bay  are  three  lofty  fpiring  rocks,  formed  of  flinty  maffes,  cemented 
together  very  differently  from  any  ftratum  in  the  country.  Thefe  are  called  the 
Three  Kings  of  Cullen.  A  little  iarther  is  another  vad  rock,  pierced  quite  through 
formed  of  pebbly  concretions  lodged  in  clay,  which  had  fubfided  in  thick  but  regular 
layers. 

In  this  comitry  are  feverat  cairns  or  barrows,  the  places  of  interment  of  the  antient 
Caledonians,  or  of  the  Danes,  for  the  method  was  common  to  both  nations.  At  . 
Craig-mills  near  Glaflaugh  was  a  very  remarkable  onedemohflied  about  fourteen  years 
ago.  The  diameter  was  fixty  feet,  the  height  fixteen ;  formed  entirely  of  ftopea 
brought  from  the  fhore,  as  appears  by  the  limpets,  raufcles,  and  other  Oiells  mixed 
with  them.  ■  The  whole  was  covered  with-a  layer  of  earth  four  feet  thick,  and  that 
finiflied  with  a  very  nice  coat  of  green  fod,  inclofmg  the  ■^hole.  It  feems  to  have  been 
originally  formed  by  making  a  deep  trench  round  the  fpot,-and  flinging  the  earth  in- 
wards: then  other  materials  brought  to  complete  the  work,  which  niutt  have  been 
that  of  an  whole  army.  On  breaking  open  this  cairn,  on  the  fummit  ofthe  flony  heap 
beneath  the  integument  of  earth  was  found  a  ftone  coflin  formed  of  long  flags,  and 
it  the  complete  Ikeleton  of  a  human  body,  lain  at  full  length,  i^ith  every  bone  in  its 
proper  place ;  and  with  them  a  deer's  bom,  the  fymbol  of  the  favourite  amufemoit  of 
the  deceafed. 

About  five  years  ago  another  cairn  was  broke  open  at  Kii-hillock,  or  the  hill  of  burial, 
and  in  it  was  found  another  coffin  about  fix  feet  long,  with  a  fkeleton,  an  urn,  and 
fome  charcoal :  a  coniiderable  deal  of  charcoal  was  alfo  met  with  intermixed  every 
where  among  the  ftones  of  the  cairn.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  mode  of  interment 
was  various>  at  the  fame  period ;  for  one  of  thefe  bodies  muft  have  been  placed  entirely 
in  its  cemetry,  the  other  burnt,  and  the  afhes  collected  in  the  um. 

A  third  cairn  on  the  farm  of  Brankanendm  near  Kil-hitlock,  was  opened  very  lately; 
and  in  the  middle  was  found  a  coffin  only  two  feet  Iquare,  made  of  Sag-ftones  fet  on 
theu-  edge,  and  anotho"  by  way  of  cover.  The  urn  was  feated  on  the  ground,  filled 
with  alhes,  and  was  furrounded  in  the  coffin  with  charcoal  and  bones,  probably  bones 
belonging  to-  the  fame  body,  which  had  not  been  reduced  to  afhes  like  the  contents  of 
the  um.  -  ' 

A  fourth  um  was  dlfcovered  in  a  caim  on  the  hill  of  Down,  overlooking  the  river 
Devron,  and  town  of  Banff.  This  was  alfo  placed  in  a  coffin  of  fiat  ftones,  with  the 
mouth  downwards,  ftanding  on  another  ftone.  The  lu-n  was  ornamented,  but  round 
it  viere  placed  three  others,  fmaller  9nd  quite  plain.  The  contents  of  each  were  the  ■ 
'  £ime ;  afhes,  burnt  bones,  flint  arrow  beads  with  almoft  vitrified  furfaces,  and  a  [nece 
of  flint  of  an  oval  fhape  flatted,  two  inches  long,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick.  There 
wa$  alfo  in  the  larger  urn,  and  one  of  the  lefler,  a  Inull  flender  bone  four  inches 
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kmg,  and  fomewhat  mcurvated  and  perforated  at  the  thicker  end :  it  is  apparently  not 
human ;  but  the  animal  it  belonged  to,  and  the  ufe  are  unknown. 

The  materials  of  the  urns  appear  to  have  been  fouftd  in  the  heighbourhood  j  and  con- 
lift  of  a  coarfe  clay  mixed  withfmall  ftonesand  fand,'  and  evidently  have  been  only  dried, 
and  not  burnt.  By  the  appearance  of  the  infide  of  the  larger  urn,  it  is  probable  that 
it  was  placed  over  the  bones  while  they  were  hot  and  full  of  oil ;  the  whole  infide  beiDg 
blackened  with  the  lleam ;  and  where  it  may  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  been  ia 
conta^i  with  them,' the  ftain  .pervades  the  entir:e  thicknefs.  Theunt  was  thirteen 
inches  high.  ,  ^ 

Befides  is  a  numerous  affemblage  of  cairns  on  the  Cotton-hiU,  a  mile  fouth  of  Bir-  ' 
kenbog,  probably  in  memory  of  the  Qain  in  the  viftory  obtained  in  998,  by  Indulphus,  ■, 
over  the  Danes.     The  battle  chiefly  rag^  on  a  moor  near  Cullen,  where  there  are 
iiinilar  barrows ;  but  as  it  exte;ided  far  by  reafon  of  the  *  retreat  of  the  vanquiihed, 
thefe  feem  to  be  flung  together  with  the  fame  defign. 

Not  far  from  thefe  are  two  circles  of  long  Hones,  called  Gael-crofs :  perhaps  they 
might  have  been  ereSed  after  that  battle ;  and  as  gaul  is  the  Erie  word  for  a  ftranger 
or  enemy  f,  as  the  Danes  were,  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  to  have  been 
the  faa.  ^  .        .         .      .        ' 

Nor  is  there  wanting  a  retreat  for  the  inhabitants  in  time  of  \rar ;  for  round  the 
top  of  the  hill  of  Dum  is  a  triple  entrenchment  ftiti  very  diflinft ;  the  middle  of  flone, 
and  very  llrong  in  the  mod  accefOble  place ;  and  fuch '  faltnefles  were  hr  fiom  being 
unneceffary  in  a  traS  continually  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  Danes. 

The  Tault«of  the  l^mily  of  the  Abercrombies  tn  this  parifli  muft  not  be  pafled  over 
in  filence :  it  is  lodged  in  the  wall  of  the  church,  and  is  only  the  repofitory  of  the 
fculls.  The  bodies  are  depofited  in  the  earth  beneath ;  and  .wihen  the  Laird  dies,  the 
fcuU  of  his  predecetfor  is  taken  up  and  flung  into  this  Golgotha,  which  at  prefent  is  in 
polfelfion  of  nineteen. 

*   Some  fuperftitions  lUll  lurk  even  in  this  cultivated  country.    The  faimers  carefully; 
■preferve  their  cattle  againft  witchcraft  by  placing  boughs  of  the  mounts  afh  and* 
honeyfuckle  in  their  cow-houfes  on  the  2d  of  May^    They  hope  to  preferve  the  milk 
of  their  cows,  and  their'  wives  fix>m  mifcarriage  by  tying  red  thread?  about  them  :  they 
bleed  the  fuppofed  witch  to  preferve  themfelves  from  her  charms  :  they  vifit  the  well 
of  Spey  for  many  diftempers,  and  the  well  of  Drachaldy  for  as  many,  offering  fmall" 
.  pieces  of  money  and  bits  of  rags.     The  young  people  determine  the  figure  and  fize  of     - 
thdr  hufbands  by  drawing  cabbages  blindfold  on  All-Halk)ws  even^  and,  like  thtiV: 
Englifli,  fling  nuts  into  the  fire ;.  and  in  February  draw  valmtines,  and  from  them  coU   - 
led  their  future  fortune  in  the  nuptial  ftate.     ' 

Every  great  ^mily  had  in  former  times  its  dxmon,  or  genius,  with  its  peculiar  attri- 
butes. Thus  the  family  of  Rothemurchus  had  the  Bodach  an  dun,  or  ghoft  of  the 
hill.  Kinchardme's,  the  fpe^tre  of  the  bloody  hand.  Gartinbeg-houfb  was  haunted' 
by  Bodach-  Gartin ;  and  TuUoch  Gom^  by  Maug  Moulach,  or  the  girl  with-  the  hairy- 
left  hand.  The  fynod  gave  frequent  orders  that  inquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the  trulh> 
of  this  apparidcm : '  and  one  or  two  declared  that '  they  had  feen  one  that  aafwered  the 
defcription  J- 

The  little  fpedres  called  Tarans  9,  or  die  fouls  of  unbaptized  infants^  wa%  ofteit 
feen  flitting  among  the  woods  and  feoua  places,  bewailing  in  fofi  vraces  thdr  hanl  &te. 


*  BucliMan,  lib.  iif  c,  19.  f  DoAor  Macpberibn,  p.  340. 

%  Shaw**  HiOor;  <«f  l^ony,  30&  f  Idem,  307. 
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Could  Bot  fupernUion  have  likevife  limited  their  fulTerin^ ',  and,  lilte  Ae  waaderiog 

ghofts  of  the  unburied,  at  length  given  them  an  Elyfium  i 

Centum  errant  anno#,  volUani  ha:c  lino™  circiim  i 
Turn  dcTnum  admlfli  {lagna  cxoptata  Tcvifunt. 

PafTed  through  a  fine,  open  country,  fuil  of  gentle  lifinge,  and  rich  in  com,  with  a 
few  clumps  of  trees  fparingly  fcattered  over  it.  Great  ufe  is  made  here  of  ftone  marie, 
a  gritty  indurated  marie,  found  in  vaft  ftrata,  dipping  pretty  miich  :  it  is  of  different 
colours,  blue,  pale  brown,  and  reddifli ;  is<:ut  out  of  the  quarry,  aad  laid  very  thick  on 
the  ground  in  lumps,  but  will  not  wholly  diffolve  under  three  or  four  years.  In  the 
quarry  is  a  great  deal  of  fparry  matter,  which  is  laid  apart,  and  burnt  for  lime.  Ar- 
rive at 

■  Caflle  Gordon,  a  large  old  houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  lying  in  a  lew 
wet  country,  near  fome  large  well-grown  woods,  and  a  confiderable  one  of  great  hollies. 
It  was  founded  by  George  feeond  Earl  of  Humly,  who  died  in  icoi,  and  was  originally 
called  the  caftle  of  the  bog  of  Gight.  ift  inherited,  till  of  late,  very  Uttle  of  its  antient  • 
fplendor:  but  the  prefent  Duke  has  made  confiderable  additions  in  a  very  elegant  flylc. 
By  accident!  met  with  an  old  print  that  fhews  i;  in  all  the  magnificence  defcribed  by  a 
fmgular  traveller  of  the  middle  of  the  laft  centui7.  •'  13ogagieih,"  fays  he,  *'  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly's  palace,  all  built  of  ftone  facing  the  ocean,  whofe  fair  front  (fet 
prejudice  afide)  worthily  deferves  an  Englifhman's  applaufe  for  her  lofty  and  niajellic 
towers  and  turrets,  that  (torm  the  air  j  and  feemingly  make  dents  in  'the  very  clouds. 
At  firft  fight,!  rauftconfels,  it  ftruck  me  with  admiration  to  gaze  on  fo  gaudy  and  re- 
gular a  frontifpiece,  more  efpecially  to  confider  it  in  the  nook  of  a  nation"." 

The  principal  j)i£iures  in  Caflle  Gordon  are,  the  firft  Marquis  of  Huntly,  who,  on  his 
.firft  arrival  at  court,  forgetting  the  ufual  obdfance,  was  alked  why  he  did  not  bow '; 
he  begged  His  Majefty'*  pardon,  and  excufed  his  want  of  refpeft,  by  faying  he  was 
juft  come  from  a  place  where  everybody  bowed  to  him.  Second  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
beheaded  by  the  Covenanters.  His  fon,  the  gallant  Lord  Gordon,  Montrofe's  friend,, 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Auldford.  Lord  Lewis  Gordon,  a  lefs  generous  warrior,  the 
plaguet  of  the  people  of  Murray,  (then  the  feat  of  the  Covenanters)  whofe  character, 
with  that  of  the  brave  Montrofe,  is  well  contrafted  in  thefe  old  lines  ; 

If  ye  with  Montrofe  gae,  ye'I  get  fie  and  wac  enough  t 
If  ye  with  Lord  Lewis  gae,  yc'l  get  rob  and  rave  enoiigb. 

TheliaadoHhe  feeond  Countefs  of  Huntly,  daughter  of  Jamea  I.  Sir  Peter  Frafer, 
a  full  len'gth  ia  armour.  A  fine  fmall  portrait  of  the  Abbe  de  Aubigne,  fitting  in  his 
ftudy.  A  very  fine  head  of  St.  John  receiving  the  ReveUticm ;  a  beautiful  exprefllon 
of  attenticm  and  devotion. 

The  Duke  of  Gordon  ftill  keeps  up  (he  diverfion  of  felconry,  and  had  fereral  fine 
iiawks  of  the  peregrine  and  gentle  ^Jcon  Ipecies,  which  breed  in  the  rocks  of  Glen- 
more.  I  &w  aob  here  a  true  Highland  grey-hound,  which  is  now  become  very  Icarce : 

*  NoTthun  Mcmoin,  &C.  by  Richard.  Ffanlci,  PbtlaHthropuk     London,. 1 6^4^  12010.     Thu  gentio 
man  made  his  journey  in  idjf),  and  aent  through  Scotland  as  fir  aa  the  water  of  firora  in  Sutherluid,  to 
enjoy,  ■■  he  travelledi  the  amufcmeat  oFaogliqg-  - 
'f  Wbcbceihii  prorerb, 

The  gail,  the  Gordon,  and  th«  hooded  craw. 
Were  the  (hrec  worft  thing*  Murray  eVer  faw. 
GvH  h  a  weed  thu  InGeftt  com-    Ii  wAi  from  the  caftle  of  Rothet,  on  the  Sp«y,  that  Lord  Lcwii  made 
hit  plundering  cscuifion*  into  Mucr^y. ,       -    .  ■  1     .     ,      ■      .  r.  . 
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it  was  of  a  very  large  fize,  ftrong,  deep  chefted,  and  covered  with  very  long  and 
rou  jh  hair.  This  kind  was  in  great  vogue  in  former  days,  and  ufed  in  vaft  numbws  at 
the  magnificent  ftag-chafes,  by  the  powerful  chieftains.  ' 

I  aifo  faw  here  a  dog  the  offspring  of  a  wolf  and  Pomeranian  bitch.  It  had  much 
the  appearance  of  the  firft,  was  very  good-natured  and  fportive  ;  but  being  flipped  at  a 
weak  deer,  it  inftantly  brought  the  animal  down  and  tore  out  its  throat.  This  dog  was 
bred  by  Mr.  Brook,  ^nimai- merchant  in  London,  who  told  me  that  the  congrefs  be- 
tween the  wolf  and  the  bitch  was  immediate,  and  the  produce  at  the  litter  was  ten. 

The  Spey  is  a  dangerous  neighbour  to  CaQte  Gordon;  a  targe  and  furious  river,, 
overflowing  very  frequently  in  a  dreadful  manner,  as  appears  by  its  ravages  far  beyond: 
its  banks.  The  bed  of  the  river  is  wide  and  full  of  grave),  and  the  channel  very  fliift- 
ing. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  pafled  this  water  at  Belly  church,  near  this  place,  when 
the  channel  was  fo  deep  as  to  take  anofltcer,  from  whom  I  had  the  relation,  and  wbO' 
was  Hz  feet  four  inches  high,  up  to  the  breuft.  The  banks  are  very  high  and  fleep  ; 
fo  that,  had  not  the  rebels  been  providentially  fo  infatuated  as  to  neglect  oppofition,. 
the  paflage  mud  have  been  attended  with  confiderable  lofs. 

Ine  falmon  fifhery  on  this  river  is  very  great :  about  feventeen  hundred  barrels  full, ' 
are  caught  in  the  feafon,  and  the  Oiore  is  rented  for  about  i  aool.  per  annum. 

Auguil  14th,  pafTed  through  Fochabers,  a  wretched  town,  clofe  to  the  caftle;. 
CrofTed  the  Spey  in  a  boat,  and  landed  in  the  county  of  Murray. 

The  peafants'  houfes,  which,  throughout  the  fhire  of  Banff  were  very  decent,  were 
now  become  very  miferable,  bting  entirely  made  of  turf:  the  country  partly  moor,, 
partly  cultivated,  but  in  a  very  flovenly  manner. 

Between  Fochabers  and  Elgin  on  the  right  lies  Innes,  once  the  feat  of  the  very  an-  ■ 
cient  family  of  that  name,  whofe  annals  are  marked  with  great  calamities.  I  fliallrecite 
two  which  drongty  paint  the  manners  of  the  times,  and  one  of  them  alfo  the  manners  of 
that  abandoned  l^atefman  the  Regent  Earl  of  Morton.  I  Oiall  deliver  the  tales  in  the ' 
fimple  manner  they  are  told  by  the  hiftorian  of  the  houfe. 

"  This  man  Alexander  Innes  2olh  heir  of  the  houfe  (though  very  gallant)  had; 
fomelhing  of  particularyty  in  his  temper,  was  proud  and  pofitive  in  his  deportment, 
and  had  his  lawfuits  with  feverall  of  bis  friends,  amongft  the  reft  with  Inries  of  Pelh- 
itock,  which  had  brought  them  both  to  Edinburgh  in  the  yeir  1576,  as  I  take  it,  q" 
the  laird  haveing  met  his  kinfman  at  the  crofs,  fell  in  words  with  him  for  dareingto  give- 
him  3  citation  i  in  choller  either  llabed  the  gentleman  with  a  degger  or  piftoUd  nim 
(for  it  was  varioufly  reported).  M/hen  he  had  done,  his  ftomach  would  not  let  him  fly 
but  he  walked  up  and  doun  on  the  fpott  as  if  he  had  done  nothing  that  could  be 
i{uareled,  hts  friends  lyfe  being  a  thing  thai  he  could  difpofe  of  without  being  bound  to 
count  for  it  to  any  oyn.  and  y'  flayed  till  the  F.arle  of  Mortune  who  was  Kegent  fent 
a  guard  and  caried  him  away  to  the  cadell,  but  q"  he  found  truely  the  danger  of  his . 
ciroimftance  and  y'.his  proud  rafh  adion  behooved  to  cofl  him  his  lyfe,  he  was  then 
free  to  redeem  that  at  any  rate  and  made  ane  agreement  for  a  remiffione  with  the  re-, 
gent  at  the  pryceof  the  barrony  of  Kilmalemnock  which  this  day  extends  to  24  thou-, 
und  marks  rent  yeirly.  The  evening  after  the  agreement  was  made  and  wntt,  being 
merry  with  his  friends  at  acollatione  and  talking  anent  the  deimefs  of  theranfome  the 
ngent  hade  made  him  pay  for  his  lyfe,  he  waunted  that  hade  his  foot  once  loofs  he- 
would  faine  fee  q'  the  Earle  of  Mortune  durft  come  and  pofftfs  his  lands :  q"'  being 
told  to  the  regent  that  night,  he  refolved  to  play  fuir  game  with  him,  and  therefore 
though  q'  he  fpoke  was  in  drink,  the  very  next  day  he  put  the  Sentence  of  death  in  exe- 
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cutlone  ag'  him  by  caufmg  his  head  to  be  Ilruck  of  in  the  caflle  »nd  q"  polTeft  his 
eftate." 

The  other  relation,  ftill  more  extraordinary,  is  given  in  the  appendir. 

Dine  at  Elgin  *,  a  good  town,  with  many  of  the  houfes  built  over  piazzas:  excepts 
iiig  its  great  cattle  fairs,  has  little  Ii:ade -,  but  is  remarkable  for  its  ecclefiaftical  anti- 
quities. The  cathedra!  had  been  a  magnificent  pile,  but  is  ,  now  in  mins  :  il  was  de- 
ftroyedby  reafon  of  the  fale  of  the  lead  that  covered  the  roof,  which  was  done  in  1567, 
by  order  of  council,  to  fupport  the  ,  foldiery  of  the .  regent  Murray.  Johnfton,  in  his 
Encomia  Urbium,  celebrates  the  beauty  of  Elgin,  and  laments  the  fate  of  this  noble 
building. 

Arcibus  heroum  nitidU  urbs  cingicur,  intui 
1  Plfbci  ndiant,  nobilitimque  Lares : 

Omnia  deleaani,  veteris  fed  rudera  tcmpli 
Dum  rpeifta?)  lathrymis,  Scot!a,  ting'c  genas. 

The  weft  door  is  verj'  elegant,  and  richly  ornamented.  I'Tie  choir  very  beautiful,  and 
has  a  fine  and  light  gallery  running  round  it ;  and  at  the  eaft  end  are  two  rows  of  nar- 
row windows  in  an  excellent  Gothic  tafte.  The  chapter-boufe  is  an  oflagon,  the  roof 
fupported  by  a  fine  fingle  cobmn,  with  neat  carvings  of  coats  of  arms  round  the  capi- 
tal. There  is  ftill  a  great  tower  on  each  fide  of  this  cathedral ;  but  that  in  the  centre, 
with  the  fpire  and  whole  roof,  are  fallen  in,  and  form  moft  awful  fragments,  mixed  with 
the  battered  monuments  of  knights  and  prelates.  Boethius  fays  that  Duncan,  who 
was  killed  by  Macbeth  at  Invernefs,  lies  buried  here.  Numbers  of  modem  tomb-ftones 
alfo  crowd  the  place, ;  a  proof  how  difficult  it  is  to  eradicate  the  opinion  of  local  fanffity, 
even  in  a  religion  that  affects  to  defpife  it. 

The  cathedral  was  founded  by  Andrew  de  Moray  t  in  1224,  on  a  piece  of  land 
granted  by  Alexander  the  II. :  and  his  remains  were  depofited  in  the  choir  under  a 
tomb  of  blue  marble  in  1 244.  The  great  tower  was  built  principally  by  John  Innes, 
biftiop  of  this  fee,  as  appears  by  the  infcription  cut  on  one  of  the  great  pillars  :  Hie 
jacet  in  Xto  Pater  et  Dominus^  Dominus  Johannes  de  Innes  hujus  ecclefia:  epifcopus— 
qui  hoc  notabile  opus  incepit  et  per  feptennium  edificavit  t. 

This  town  had  two  convents ;  One  of  Dominicans,  founded  in  ^^SZ  or  1244.  by 
Alexander  II.  j  another  of  Obfervantines,  in  1479,  by  John  Innes. 

About  a  mile  from  hence  is  the  caftle  of  Spinie ;  a  large  fquare  tower,  and  a  vaft 
quantity  of  other  ruined  buildings,  ftill  remain,  which  fliews  its  ancient  magnificence, 
whilft  the  refidence  of  the  bilhops  of  Murray :  the  lake  of  Spinie  almoft  wafties  the 
walls ;  is  about  five  miles  long,  and  a  half  mile  broad,  fituaced  in  a  Bat  country. 
During  winter,  great  numbers  of  \vild  fwans  migrate  hither  ;  and  I  have  been  told  that 
fome  have  bred  here.  Boethius  §  fays  they  refort  hefe  for  the  fake  of  a  certain, hertr 
■    called  after  their  name. 

.  Not  far  from  Elgin  is  a  ruined  chapel  and  preceptory,  called  Maifon  Dieu.  Near  it 
is  a  large  gravelly  cliff",  from  wheiice  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  town,  cathedral,  a  round 
hill  with  the  remains  of  a  caflle,  and  beneath  is  the  gentle  ftream  of  the  Laftie,  the 
Loxia  of  Ptolemy. 


*  C(1ti«  Bellevillef  In  the  Appendix  is  a  full  aDd  accorate  account  not  enly  of  Elgin,  but  of  fcTcral 
parts  of  the  county  of  Murray,  by  the  venerable  Mr.  Shaw,  Miniller  of  Elgin,  agsd  ninety,  aud  eminent 
Jor  his  knowledge  of  tlie  antiquities  of  his  country, 

f  Keiib^iBiChops  of  Scotland,  jti.  %  MS.  Hift.  of  the  Innes  family. 

^  Scotorum  Regni  Defer,  uc.  - 

Three 
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Three  nules  fouth  is  the  Priory  crf'Plufcairdio,  in  a  molt  lequellered  place ;  a  beauti- 
fill  ruin,  the  arches  degant,  the  pillars  well  tumeid>  and  the  capitals  rich*. 

Crofs  the  LoiEe,  ride  along  die  edge  of  a  vale,  which  has  a  {tntof  e  mixture  of  good 
corn,  and  black  turberies :  on  the  road- fide  is  a  mill-flone  quarrjr. 

Arrive  in  the  rich  plain  of  Murray,  fertile  in  com.  The  upper  parts  of  the  country 
produce  great  nua^xn  of  cattle.  The  view  of  the  Firth  of  Murray,  with  a  Aill  prof- 
pe£l  of  the  high  mountains  of  RofsHure  and  Sutherland,  and  the  magtuficent  entrance 
into  the  bay  of  Cromartie  between  two  lofty  hills,  form  a  fine  piece  of  fcenery. 

Turn  about  half  a  mile  out  of  the  road  to  the  north,  to  fee  Kinlols  an  abbey  of 
Ciftercians,  founded  by  David  L  in  1150.  Near  this  place  was  murdered  by  thieves 
Cuffus,  Xing  of  Scotland :  on  the  dtfcovery  of  his  concealed  body  it  was  removed  to 
JoDZj  and  interred  there  with  the  refped  due  to  his  merit.  The  Prior's  chamber,  two 
femicircular  arches,  the  pillarB,  the  couples  of  fereral  of  the  roofs  afford  fpedmens  of. 
the  moft  beautiful  Gothic  archite^re,  in  all  the  elegance  of  fimplicity,  without  any  of 
its  fantaftic  ornaments.  Near  the  abbey  is  an  orcluurd  of  apple  and  pear  trees,  at  leaft 
coev»l  with  the  lafl  Monks;  numbers  he  proftrate;  their  venerable  branches  feem  to 
have  taken  frefh  roots,  and  were  loaden  with  fruit,  beyond  what  could  be  expected 
from  their  antique  look. 

Near  Forres,  on  the  roadfide,is  a  vail  column,  three  feet  ten  inches  broad,  and  one 
foot  three  inches  thick :  the  hdght  above  ground  is  twenty-three  feet ;  below,  as  it  is 
iaid  twelve  or  fifteen.  On  one  nde  are  numbers  of  rude  figures  of  animals,  and  armed 
men,  with  colours  Sying :  fome  of  the  men  feemed  bound  like  captives.  On  the  op- 
porue  fide  was  a  crou,  mcluded  in  a  drcle,  and  raifed  a  lictle  above  the  furface  of  the 
flone.  At  the  foot  of  the  crols  are  two  gigantic  figures,  and  on  one  of  the  fides  is  fome 
elegant  fret-work. 

This  is  called  King  Sueno'a  ftone ;  and  feems  to  be  as  Mr.  Gordon  f  conjedures, 
ereOxd  by  the  Scots,  in  memory  of  the  final  retreat  of  the  Danes :  it  is  evidently  not 
Danifb,  as  fome  have  afferted  4  the  crofs  difproves  the  opinion,  for  that  nation  had  not 
then  received  the  light  of  chriflianity. 

On  a  moor  not  fir  from  Forres,  Boethius,  and  Shakefpear  from  him,  places  the  ren- 
countre  of  Macbeth  and  the  three  wayward  fillers  or  witches.  It  was  my  fortune  to 
meet  with  but  one,  which  was  fomewnere  not  remote  from  the  ruins  of^  Kyn-Eden : 
fhe  was  of  a  fpecies  hr  more  dangerous  than  thefe,  but  neither  withered,  nor  wj|d  in 
her  attire,  but  fo  fair. 

She  look'd  not  tiJu  to  iohibitut »'  tb*  nrtb  ! 

Boethius  tells  his  fior^  admirably  well :  but  entirely  confines  it  to  the  predifUons  of 
the  three  fatal  fillers,  which  Shakefpear  hasfo  finely  copied  in  thelVth  fceneofthe  ift 
zEt.  The  poet,  in  conformity  to  the  belief  of  the  times,  calls  them  witches ;  in  faft 
they  were  the  Fates,  the  Valkyrias  \  of  the  northern  nations,  Gunna,  Rota,  and  Skulda. 
the  handmaids  of  Odin,  the  ar£Hc  Mars,  and  ffyled  the  chufers  of  the  flain,  it  being 
thdr  ofHce  in  battle  to  mark  thole  devoted  to  deaui. 


•  At  I  wmi  informn],  for  I  did  not  fee  lhi»  celebnted  abbey.  f  It'ia.  Septentr.  1  j8. 

J  From  Wilur,  fiEnifying  the  fl»ari>ter  in  b«tUe,  ind  Kyiii  (o  obtiin  by  choice  1  for  their  0fie< 
tet  Telraing  out  thoTe  that  were  to  die  in  battle,  <«■■  to  conduft  tbem  to  Valhalla,  the  pmdife  a 
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lidet  TelrAing  out  thoTe  that  were  to  die  in  battle,  wai  to  conduft  tbem  to  Valhalla,  the  pmdife  of  th« 
braTC,  tbc  halt  of  Odb.  Their  Dnmbm  are  different,  fome  make  them  three,  olheri  twelve,  oihen  four- 
leca  ;  aie  defcribed  at  being  very  bemtiful,  cohered  with  tbe  feotben  of  the  fwana,  and  armed  with  fp««r 
«od  belmet.  Vide  Bartholniut  de  ciaC  conteaipt,  owrtit.  553,  554,  &  aotc  vet.  Stephaaii  in  S». 
Gtanim.  88.  It  Totiteut.  p.  36. 
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'Arctbt  ttitti  to  flaughlcT  give,. 
Ours  to  kill,  and  oara  to  (pare  i 
Spite  of  danger  he  Aiall  live, 
(Weave  the  crimfon  web  of  war)  •, 

Boethius,  feofible  of  part  of  their  bufinefs,  calls  them  PaxcK '.  ind  ShakeTptar  intn* 
daces  them  juft  going  upon  their  employ, 

When  fliall  we  three  meet  again 
la  thunder,  lightning,  or  in  niJa  t 
When  the  hurh  bum'i  done, 
When  the  battle'i  lott  or  won. 

But  all  the  fine  incanutions  that'  fscceed,  are  boirowed  &om  ^fiuociful  Diableries  o( 
old  times,  but  fublimed,  and  purged  from  all  that  is  ridiculous  by  the  creative  genius  of 
tbi  tnhnitable  poet,  of  whom  Dryden  fo  juftly  fpeaks : 

But  Shakcfpear'a  magic  cou*<1  not  copied  be, 
Witbin-tbdt  circle  none  durlt  walk  but  he. 

"We  iaugh  al  the  magic  of  dthers ;  but  Shakelpear's  makes  us  tremble.  iTie  windy 
capst  of  Kiiig  Eric,  and  the  vendnsle  knots  of  wind  of  the  Finland  f  magicians  ap« 
pear  infinitely  ridiculous  }  but  when  ourpoet  dreOes  up  the  iame  idea,  how  horrible  is 
the  llorih  he  creates ! 

Though  you  untie  the  windt,  and  let  them  fight 

Againft  the  churches  ;  though  the  je&j  wavA 

Confound  and  fwallow  navigation  up  ; 

Though  bladed  cbrn  bt  lodged  and  trees  blown  doWn  } 

Though  caftlei  topple  on  their  warder's  held)  ; 

Though  palaces  and  pyramida  do  flope 

Their  heads  to  their  fouDdatioas  j  though  the  treafuK 

OF  nature'*  germini  tumble  all  together, 

Even  till  deftruAion  ficken,  aafwer  me 

To  what  I  aJk. 

Lay  at  Forres,  a  very  neat  town,  feated  under  fome  little  hills,  which  are  prettily  di- 
vided.  In  the  great  ftreet  is  a  town-houfe  with  a  hahdfome  cupola,  and  at  the  end  is 
ari  arched  gateway,  which  has  a  good  effed.  On  a  hill  weft  of  the  town  are  the  poor 
remains  ofthecaftle,  from  whence  is  a  fine  view  of  a  rich  country,  interfperfed  with 
groves,  the  bay  of  Fihdorn,  a  fine  bifon,  almoft  round,  with  a  narrow  ftrait  into  it  fhim 
the  fea,  and  a  melancholy  profpeft  of  the  eftate  of  Cowbin,  in  the  parifli  of  Dyke,  novff^ 
nearly  overwhelmed  with  fahd.  This  ilrange  iram^uion  is  ftHl  in  motion,  but  moftly 
in  the  time  of  a  weft  wind.  It  moves  algng  the  furfece  with  an  even  progreffion,  but 
is  flopped  by  water,  after  which  it  forms  little  hills :  its  motion  is  fo  quick,  that  a  geo^ 
tleman  affured  me  he  had  feen  an  apple-tree  fo  covered  with  it,  in  one  feafon,  as  to  leave 
only  a  few  of  the  green  leaved  of  the  upper  branches  appearing  above  the  farfece.  An 
#flate  of  about  300I.  per  anhum  has  been  thus  overwhelmed ;  and  it  is  not  long  fince 
Ae  chirnnles  of  the  principal  hdufes  were  to  be  feen :  it  began  about  eighty  years  ago, 
Qccafioned  by  the  cutting  down  the  trees,  and  pulling  up  the  bent,  or  Itarwort,  which 

•  Grtf. 

t.  King  Eric  was  a  great  magician,  who  by  tsming  his  cap,  caufedthe  wind  to  blow  according  to  hfa 
""fd-  ,,      „ 

I  Solebant  aliquando  Finni,  ttegotJatoribut  in  eorttm  httonbua  Miftnna  ventorun  tempeftaK  impcditis, 
Ttot^m  «nakin  cxhibere,  mertedeque  oblaia,  ires  nodos  nugicoa  non  caffioticos  loro  conllriaoa  dfden 
reddere,  cofeivatomodeiamtDCCt  ubi  primum  diffolveriirt,  ventoa  habcrcnt  [dacidosj  ubi  altcnim,  vehe« 
mentiores;  at  ubi  teruum  laHverint  iu  lievBa  tempeftates  fe  paffuros.  Sec. Oku  Mapiui  de  Genu 
Sift.  97- 
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gftve  occ^Aon  at  Uft  to  the  a&  1 5th  G.  II.  to  prevent  its  farther  ravages,  by  prohibiting 
the  deftruttion  of  that  plant. 

A  little  K.  £.  of  the  bay  of  Findorn  is  a  piece  of  land  projecting  into  the  Tea,  called 
Brugh  or  Burgh.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  landing-place  of  the  Daucs  in  their  de> 
ftrudive  defcents  on  the  rich  plains  of  Murray :  it  is  fortified  with  fofles ;  and  was  well 
S^pted  to  fecure  ^ther  their  landing  or  their  retreat. 

Aug.  15.  Crols  the  Findorn;  land  near  a  friable  rock  of  whitifh  {tone,  much  tinged 
with  green,  an  indication  of  copper.  The  ftone  is  burnt  for  lime.  From  an  adjacent  emi- 
naice  is  a  piflurefque  vievi'  of  Forres.  About  three  miles  farther  is  Tamaway  caftle,  the 
ancient  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Murray.  The  hall,  called  Randolph's- hall,  from  its  founder 
Earl  Randolph,  one  of  the  great  lupporters  of  Robert  Bruce,  is  timbered  at  top  like 
Weftminfter-hall :  its  dimenfions  are  79  feet  by  35,  10  inches,  and  feems  a  fit  rcfort 
for  barons  and  their  vaflals.  In  the  rooms  are  fome  good  heads :  one  of  a  youth,  with 
a  ribband  of  ibme  order  hanging  from  bis  neck.  Sir  William  Balfour,  with  a  black 
body  to  his  retl,  and  brown  lleevee,  a  gallant  commander  on  the  parliament's  fide  in 
the  dvil  wars,  celebrated  for  his  retreat  with  the  body  of  horfe  from  Leftwithiel  in 
.£ice  of  the  king's  army ;  but  juftly  branded  with  ingratitude  to  his  mader,  who  by  his 
^vour  to  Sir  William  in  the  beginnbg  of  his  reign,  added  to  the  popular  difcontents 
then  arifuig.  The  Fair,  or  Bonny  Earl  of  Murray,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  who 
was  murdered,  as  fuppofed,  on  account  of  a  jealoufy  James  VI.  entertained  of  a  paflion 
the  queen  had  for  hun }  at  leaft  fuch  was  the  popular  opinion,  as  appears  from  the  old 
ballad  on  the  occafion : 

He  v»  ■  bntw  g^at. 

And  he  playrd  at  the  gluvc* ; 
And  the  boon;  Earl  of  Murray, 

Oh !  he  was  the  queen'i  lore. 

There  are  befides,  the  heads  of  his  lady  and  dau^ter,  all, on  wood,  except  that  of  the 
£arl.  To  the  ibuth  fide  of  the  caftle  are  large  birch  woods,  abounding  with  ftags  and 
roes. 

Coatmued  my  journey  weft  of  Auldeame ;  am  pow  arrived  again  in  the  country 
where  the  Erie  fervice  is  performed.  Juft  beneath  the  church  is  the  place  where  Mon- 
trofe  obtained  a  fignal  vi£iory  overthe  Covenanters,  many  of  whofe  bodies  lie  in  the 
church,  with  an  infcriplion,  importing,  acc<H-ding  to  the  cant  of  the  time,  that  they 
died  fighting  for  their  religion  and  thor  king.  I  was  told  this  anecdote  of  that  hero  : 
that  he  always  carried  with  him'  a  Csefar's  Commentaries,  on  whofe  margins  were 
written,  in  Montrofe's  own  hand,  the  generous  f^ntiments  of  his  heart,  verfes  out  of 
'  the  Italian  poete,  exprefllng  his  contempt  for  every  thing  but  glory. 

Having  a  diftant  view  of  Nairn,  a  fmall  town  near  the  fea,  on  a  river  of  the  fame 
-name,  the  fappofed  tuaefis  of  Ptolemy.  Ride  through  a  rich  com  country,  mixed  with 
deep  and  black  Turberies,  which  fhew  the  original  Aate  of  the  land,  before  the  recent 
introdiklioa  c^the  improved  method  of  agriculture.  Reach  Calder  caftle,  or  Cawdor, 
as  Shakefpear  calls  it,  long  the  property  of  its  thanes.    The  ancient  part  is  a  great 

*  For  glaive,  an  old  word  For  a .  fnord. 

"  Then  furth  be  drew  hie  trufty  glaiTC, 

Quhyle  thoufands  all  around. 
Drawn  frac  their  fhesthi  glanll  in  the  fun, 
*"  And  loud  the  bgugQls  found."  HAKcrxHVTi. 

'    -        -  L  fl  louare        , 
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fquare  tower ;  but  there  is  .a  large  and  more  modem  building  annnced,  with  a  draw- 
bridge. 

The  thanedom  was  transferred  into  the  houfe  «f  the  Campbells  by  the  theft  of  the 
heirefs  of  Calder,  when  flie  was  an  infant,  by  the  fecond  Earlof  Argyle.  The  Calders 
raifed  their  clan,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  badt  the  child,  but  were  defeated  frith  great 
lofs.  The  Earl  carried  ofF  his  prize,  and  married  her  to  Sir  John'Campbetl,  his  fecond 
fon,  fortietime  before  the  year  1 51  o. 

All  the  houfes  in  thefe  parts  are  caftles,  or  at  leaft  defenfible ;  for  till  the  year  1 745, 
the  Highlanders  made  their  inroads,  and  drove  away  the  cattle  of  their  defeacele]^ 
neighbours.  There  are  faid  to  exift  fome  very  old  marriage  articles  of  the  daughter  of 
a  chieftain,  in  which  the  daughter  promifes  for  her  portion  two  hundred  Scots  marks, 
and  the  half  of  a  Michaelmas  moon,  1.  e.  half  the  plunder,  when  the  nights  grew  dark 
enough  to  make  iheirexcurfions.  There  is  likewife  in  being  a  letter  from  Sir  Ewin 
Camaron  to  a  chief  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  county  of  Murray,  wherein  he  regrets 
the  mifchief  that  had  happened  between  their  people  (many  having  been  killed  on  00th 
fides),  as  his  clan  had  no  intention  of  falling  on  the  Grants  when  it  left  Lochaber,  -but 
only  to  make  an  incurfion  into  Murray-land,  where  every  man  was  free  to  take  his  prey, 
lliis  ftrange  notion  feems  to  have  arilen  from  the  county  having  been  for  fo  many  ages 
a  Pi£tifh  country,  and  after  that  under  the  dominion  of  the  Danes,  and  during  both 
periods  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  warfare  with  the  Scots  and  weftem  Highlanders,  who 
(long  after  the  change  of  circumftances)feem  quite  to  have  forgot  that  it  was  any  crime 
to  rob  their  neighbours  of  Murray. 

Rode  into  the  woods  of  Calder,  in  which  were  very  fine  birch  trees  and  alders,  fome 
oak,  great  broom,  and  juniper,  which  gave  fhelter  to  the  roes.  Deep  rocky  glens, 
darkened  with  trees,  bound  each  fide  of  the  wood :  one  has  a  great  torrent  roanng  at 
its  diftant  bottom,  called  the  brook  of  Achneem :  it  well'merits  the  name  of  Acheron, 
being  a  mofl  fit  fcene  for  witches  to  celebrate  their  noftumal  rites  in. 

Obferved  on  a  pillar  of  the  door  of  Calder  church  a  joug,  i.  e.  an  iron  yoke,  or  ring, 
fattened  to  a  chain,  which  was  in  former  times  put  round  the  necks  of  delinquents 
againll  the  rules  of  the  church,  who  were  left  there^ezpofed  to  fhame  during  the  time 
of  divine  rervice,and  was  alfo  ufedas  apunifiimoit  forde^mation,  fmall  thefts.  Sic. ; 
but  thefe  penalties  are  now  happily  abolifhed.  The  clergy  of  Scotland,  the  mod  decent 
and  confident  in  thdr  condud  of  any  fet  of  men  I  ever  met  with  of  their  order,  are  at 
prefent  much  changed  from  the  funous,  illiterate,  and  enthufiallic  teachers  of  the  old 
times,  and  have  taken  up  the  mild  method  of  perfuafion,  inftead  of  the  cruel  difcipline 
of  corporal  punilhments.  Science  almoft  univerfaliy  fiourifhes  among  them  ;  an,d  their 
difcourfe  is  not  leis  improving  than  the  table  they  entertain  the  Granger  at  is  decent 
and  hofpitable.  Few,  very  few  of  them  permit  the  bewitchery  of  diflipation  to  lay  hold 
of  them,  notwithllanding  they  allow  all  the  innocent  pleafures  of  others,  which,  though 
not  criminal  in  the  layman,  they  know  muft  bring  the  taint  of  levity  on  the  churchman. 
They  never  fink  their  charaders  by  midnight  brawls,  by  mixing  with  the  gaming  world, 
'  either  in  cards,  cocking,  or  horfe-races,  but  preferve  with  a  narrow  income  a  digni^ 
too  often  loll  among  their  brethren  fouth  of  the  Tweed  V^ 

^  .  The 


•  The  APOLOGY. 
FtiiHO. — "  You,  you  in  fietr  puigat'ry  muft  ft«y, 

•'  Till  gall  and  ink  and  din  of  fcribllog  daj 
"  la  purifyiDg  flaaci  are  parg'd  awajr. 


-    T*ATii.iim* 
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The  Sdotch  livings  are  from  40I.  per  annum  to  1 50I.  per  innutn ;  a  decent  fiotrfe  ir 
built  for  the  minifter  on  the  glebe,  and  about  fix  acres  of  land  annexed.  The  church 
allows  no  curate,  except  in  cafe  officknefs  or  age,  when  one,  under  the  title  of  hetpet^ 
'  is  ai^xnnted  ;  or,  where  the  livings  are  very  extenfive,  a  miflionary  or  aflillant  is  al- 
lotted ;  but  fme-cures,  or  fine-cured  preferments,  never  difgrace  the  church  of  our 
fifler  lungdom.  The  widows  and  children  are  of  late  provided  for  out  of  a  fund  eil^ 
bliflied  by  twa  a£ls,  17th  and  zsd  Geo.  U.  *  This  fund,  amounting  now  to  f)6,oool^ 
was  formed  by  the  contributions  of  the  clergy,  whofe  widows  receive  annuities  from- 
lol.  to  25I.  according  to  what  thor  hulbands  had  advanced. 

Crofe  the  Nairn ;  the  flream  inconfiderable,  except  in  flot^ds.  On  the  weft  is  KiU 
ravoch  Caftle,  and  that  of  Dalcrols.  Keep  due  north,  along  the  military  road  ftom 
Perth }  pafs  along  a  narrow  piece  of  land,  projefting  far  into  the  Firth,  called  Arderiier, 
forming  a  ftrait  ^arce  a  mile  over,  between  this  county  and  th^t  of  Cromartie  f-  Ac 
the  end  of  this  point  is  Fort  George,  a  fmall  but  ftrong  and  regular  fortrefe,  built  fince 
1745,  as  i  place  (fanws :  it  is  kept  in  excellent  order,  but,  by  reafon  of  the  happy  . 
change  of  the  times,  feemed  atmolt  deferted  :  the  officers*  apartments  and  barracks  are 
very  haudfome,  and  form  feveral  regular  and  good  ftreets.    According  to  a  Iketch  I 

TfcAVti.LEX. — "  O  iruft  me,  dear  D ,  I  ne'er  would  offend 

"  One  pioot  divinci  one  vtrtuoui  friend, 
'*  Frrm  nature  iIodc  are  mj  cliaraAera  drawn, 
"  From  little  Bob  Jcrom  to  bilhopi  in  lawn ;" 
O  tnilt  me,  dear  friend,  I  otvcr  did  think  on 
Tbt  holie*  who  dwell  near  th'  o'erlooker  of  Lincoln. 
Not  ■  prelate  or  prieft  did  e'er  haunt  my  flomber, 
Who  inftruaiTely  teach  betwisiTweedi  and  Humberj 
Kor  in  {buth,  call,  or  weft  do  I  ft^m^tife  any. 
Who  Hick  to  their  testa,  and  thoie  are  the  many. 
But  when  croffing  and  joftling  comedueer  men  of  God^. 
In  nifty  br*«m  coita  and  u'aiScoatt  of  plaid  ; 
With  grcafy  cropt  kair,  and  hats  cut  to  the  quick. 
Tight  white  leathern  breecfaei,  and  fmart  little  Hick  ( 
Clear  of  all  thai  ii  facrcd  from  bowfprit  to  poop,  fir  ; 
Whoprophane  Lke  a  pagan,  and  fwear like  a  trooper; 
Who  inine  in  the  cock  pit,  on  turf,  and  in  ftable, 
And  are  the  prime  bucks  and  arch  wag*  «f  each  tabk^ 
Who  if  they  e'er  deign  to  thump  drum  ecctefiaftic. 
Spout  new-fangled  doArine  enough  to  make  man  ikk^ 
And  lay  down  aa  gofpd,  but  not  from  tbetr  biUea, 
Tnat  good-natuHd  *icei  arc  nothing  but  fotblci ; 
And  vice  are  refining  till  vice  b  no  more, 
From  taking  a  bottle  to  taking  a  ■. 

Then  if  in  thefc  dayi  fuch  apoftate*  appear, 
(  For  fuch  I  am  told  appear  tbere  and  bm) 
O  pardon,  dear  friend,  a  weU-meaning  zeal. 
Too  unguardedly  telling  ihc£candal  I  feeU. 
It  touchei  not  you,  let  the  galled  jades  winch, 
Sound  in  morali  and  dod^ne  you  never  will  Sinclb 
O  friend  of  paft  youth,  let  me  think  of  the  bble 
Oft  told  with  chafte  mirth  at  your  innocent  table. 
When  ioftniAively  kind,  wifdoro'i  rulei  youTun  o'cr,.1 
Relndani  1  leave  yon,  inbtiatc  for  more  ;  >- 

So,  bleft  be  the  day,  that  my  joys  will  leSote."  ) 

•  An  acconst  af  tbe  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland  waa  coiaffiuai«atcdlo  a*  b^  lh>  Rncta4 
Mt.  Bvodie,  tbe  bte  worthy  minifter  of  CalJer.    Vide  Appendix. 
i  Betweeswhichplieaaferry-bort. 
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«bbia«i  M  RAefh  ay  Bemorr,  k  appeus  to  be  of  aa  o£bgoail  feim  ;  to  han  as 
4np»  ciV^^^"*^  >  qfanatet  on  etch  fide  bomb-proo^  d>e  pscuie  in  tbe  ceaiic,  and  a 
<^upd  in  the  rear. 

Lay  tt  Campbtkon,  a  phce  cocfiAiog  of  aBinbax  of  Toy  mem  bcofo,  cvii^  its 
nie  and  iupf>on  to  the  Beigbboining  fort. 

A'J~.  I  Cw  Pa&i  over  Colioden-inoor,  the  place  dut  North  &kan  owes  is  preieac 
f  roipenrr  to,  by  tbe  vi.^ry  of  Ajsil  16,  1746.  On  the  fide  of  the  Dooa*,  zre  the  grezc 
4)itn:a3octs  cf  C^lk^ien-bouie,  tbe  (eax  of  tbe  Late  Dmicm  Fotbes,  a  warm  x^  acnre 
fnczii  to  the  House  of  fUnorer,  vbo  fpent  great  fans  in  its  Serrioe,  a&d  br  hii  iiifii^ 
<ncew  vaA  by  tis  pofuauons,  t^iverTed  numbers  ircxn  icasng  in  lebeSIks ;  it  Isiph 
he  met  irhb  a  cool  icnnm,  fer  bis  ar.empc  to  SksJi  2^^  T~d.,rr,  the  iiaiidkrai  {word. 
Bu:  let  a  val  be  floag  over  a  few  exceaes  cocfeqttfTrTBl  of  a  day,  pnkiacfre  of  fo 
Vfruch.  be»£c  to  the  sailed  luatiloait. 

1^  young  adreBrarer  lodged  bsR  tbeero^g  pracecho:  tbe  bzttje  ;  (E.'inSxd  vixh 
tbe  xreHioa  of  tbe  toi.ioa  oca  to  .iricyfine,  and  tbe  djaesdas  arxs:^  Lis  c^cen, 
«vea  vtiea  tbey  ipcre  at  the  bi»i.  cf  Atfa^Qiop,  be  faemed  iaczpah^  cf  acisc:,  cocU 
l«  IcatKXJy  pertinded  to  maonc  bis  kori^  Berer  caae  iciD  tbe  asi?c,  as  cirai  have 
been  esf-e^od  frarn  a  prince  »-ii:>  had  ias  hit  ftate  10  ^xy,  b:il  £si  in;!OT:<::£T  to  ti» 
Old  traitor  Loral  •,  wbo,  I  ««£  trwi,  did  ^aecrsze  him  to  the  peira  who  izicrasd  T-'^rn 
thai  he  was  aj^roaiiiiz^  as  a  ftjcrire  ;  SoniBdiDg  Hi  own  nja  ae  ihe  cjiiieqaence  f. 

'HieD-tecifCi^rijciand,  wboi  be  iccad  diai  ibe  bar^e;  o:  trie  fsa:  arcD^sdnear 
the  fiiare  far  dje  tiery  cf  liiK  poim,  ia  cafe  of  a  idftaa^  iraiaediaidy  orj^red  tbem 
awzT,  to  cszy'zux  i^  nea  of  ^i£  rdiTiUrtJon  he  bad  cakea  of  eidier  caoqua^sf  or  pe> 
liijr^c  w^:h  ibeso- 

T:^bariiew3S  toastexscoBvy  »  tbeadinoeof  ianeof  dienoifi  fesSble  ^enbdie 
rcb:^  src-f,  who  adviieid  dx  igiiJiig  imo  'die  fafiae^  bcyvxid  ibe  Ke&,  tbe  hceakmg 
ir-v-*  rbe  bfidgc  cf  Ipt^nteK,  -anj  defeii&ig  xbesa^va  aoudfl.  ibe  m.-^^jnaons.  They 
jx-.7T-i7y.-T  ir^ed  :iiat  Lnrland  wk  oagi^ed  in  bkxjdir-  wan  f jraipi  and  d.-qne£ic,  that 
i:  c^nic  a  diz  tiine  iL  ^pBC  SK  troc^  ;  Md  tine  tbe  Gcn-orsofsit  n^cit,  front  that 
cjrfiAtTgTJi'^.  be  mdxxd  7S  ^rant  t:^  the  infiir|;esiis  then*  L'res  and  fiDnunes^  ob  cco- 
£:-jnE  diey  1^  asvn  ibar  arms.  Tb£y  were  Mk£ble  dui  tber  cauie  wvs  .^rp-nfff, 
3Xii  TViar  -iheir  sly  «»  f:>irftkfe  ;  yet  ^kaew  ii  mig-bt  be  lour  betcov  thrr  cccU  be  en- 
ztre'iv  fuMoed  5  ihsraAire  drew  hcfpes  iram  tbe  ^  afoefiir  of  oar  af^bs  at  *^-7n  iea- 
inE ;  iiiu  tha  zanana]  plan  ■was  fuperfc3sd  by  die  &prvXiri:e  ^ctioa  oi  the  anrrv,  to 
■wihajt  pndaace  the  muarrm^ie  Aaggnmrer  bad  rcf^mod  hicdeti. 

AfttT  dcK-aidir^  from  xbe  anoar,  jrnt  iar.T  a  »«*;  cul.'Tvatod  cc«arrr;  aaii,  jfetr 
TiJJTi^  lonu;  lime  un Jcr  Jew  bnr  plenisnt  }ii'.^  jus  iir  Ipttts  the  fca.  reaci 

Ir.viTuds,  fine:\  icaied  on  a  plain, "beivecL.  zhe  F:ri  ol  ^^irr;J.  aad  iheiiwerXefe; 
i:^  :.;;'l,  fojn  lUc  nan-ow  iiraii  cc  .Aiacracr,  in»M;:Cy  wiians  inro  a  tote  bar,  ?T>d 

*-  i>^'a-c  u>  inUNTtajity  o^t^jts  nir  U'  j;iw  the  "ti.iipnra;  ■Ctt'Wt  **t*  WWjrV  j-ji.— ^ . i>rTi|-»ti  m  tut, 
^S-i:"-e  '.(  -tii.  fejiion  i>:  iiu.  ;:.t;  m<  Inisi.rrncinaKT  jp-  ;  siif  :SaS  H-  ar  t^-t-^-irnch; 

T:-ii»«.u:t  a'zrr  »i-  aravt  iir  tr*  im^h  tint :  he(i;tn]    K  abiw:  t^  f*txr  c^titin^  vwt  «fxriK  dc  le- 

i.  ua.  i,-i.i»  ■.«■  ;;uL-  l.  ::i  j-  ji-kuw.,  hui  ihw  (i:^  ht  iipjca^c  tc  •  b-nwr  «ok,  »■>,».  4  kvjtr  frra  ci«i 
f ;-  R,  At.-  a:  i.-."  -:~  I...;,  r.t^  ^^  .-(Minr—mw!  ■wrnr,  or.  na  md.  Itrtnm  to  this  n«,-«  «n»  froiE  :;■« 
C;.^  t-tati  i;  i  I- Ji.  .^  i-:.^  .-. j.,  -  1":    .a.u  ■>:  ht  »-t  i^l'^c.  't■^  »r  •f,-ir,-n-a;  fcv.;.      k  ii  v:l  i;ni-«T.  !«« 
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■gain  as  fodiealj  eontn£b  oppoTiie  Invaneffi,  at  the  l«rry  t^  Eefibck,  the  pafs  into 
RolsOure.  The  town  is  large  and  well  built,  very  populous,  and  coatains  about 
eleven  thouland  inhabitants.  This  being  the  lafl  of  any  note  in  North  Britiun,  is 
the  winter  relideiice  of  many  of  the  neighbouring  gentry :  and  the  prefent  emporium, 
as  it  ^ras  the  antient,  of  the  north  of  Scotland.  Ships  of  five  or  fix  hundred  tons  can 
ride  at  the  loweft  ebb  within  a  mile  of  the  town  j  and  at  high  tides,  veifels  of  two 
hundred  tons  can  come  up  to  the  quay.  The  prefeot  imports  are  chieSy  groceries, 
haberdafheries,  hardware,  and  other  neceflaries  from  London:  and  of  late  from  fix  to 
eight  hundred  hog(heads  of  porter  are  annually  brought  in.  The  exports  are  chieSy 
iahnon,  tbofe  of  the  Nefs  being  elleemed  of  niore  esqiufite  Savour  than  any  other.  Her- 
rings, of  an  inferior  kind,  taken  in  the  Firth  from  iA  uguH  to  March.  The  tnanufafturect 
exports  are  confiderable  in  cordage  and  bcking.  Of  late  years,  the  linen  manufadure 
of  the  place  laves  it  above  three  thouland  pounds  a  year,  which  ufed  to  go  into  Holland 
Ibr  that  article.  The  commerce  of  this  place  was  at  its  height  a  century  or  two  ago, 
when  it  engrofied  the  exports  of  corn,  ^Imon,^  and  herrings,  and  had  befides  a  great 
trade  in  cured  codfilfa,  now  loH  ;  and  in  thofe  times  very  large  fortunes  were  made 
iiere. 

The  opulence  of  this  town  has  often  made  it  the  obje£t  of  plunder  to  the  Lords  of 
^  Ues  and  thdr  dependents.  It  fuffered  in  particular  in  1222,  from  o«e  Gillirpie  ; 
in  1 419,  from  Alexander  Lord  of  the  Ifles ;  and  even  fo  late  did  the  antient  manner* 
prevail,  that  a  head  of  a  weftem  clan,  in  the  Utter  end  of  the  laft  century,  threatened 
the  place  with  fire  and  fword,  if  they  did  not  pay  a  targe  contribution,  and  prefent 
him  with  a  fcarlet  fuit  taced ;  all  which  was  complied  with. 

On  the  north  Ib^od  Oliver's  fort,  a  pentagon,  whofe  form  remains  to  be  traced  only 
-by  the  ditches  and  banks.  He  formed  it  with  ^ones  purloined  from  the  naghbouriog 
religious  houfcs.    At  prefent  there  is  a  very  confiderable  rope-walk  near  it. 

On  an  eminence,  fouth  of  the  town,  is  old  Fort  St.  George,  which  was  taken  and 
blown  up  by  the  rebels  in  1746.  It  had  beoi  the  antient  caille  converted  by  General 
Wade  into  barracks.  According  to  Boethius,  Dimcan  was  murdered  here  bjr  Mac- 
beth :  but  according  to  Fordun,  near  Elgin  *.  This  callte  ufed  to  be  the  relidence  of 
the  Court,  whenever  the  Scottilh  Princes  were  called  to  quell  the  infurre^ons  of  the 
turbulent  clans.  Old  people  ftill  remember  magnificent  i^iartments  embellilhed  with 
flucco  bulb  and  paintii^  The  view  from  hence  ischarming  of  the  Firth,  the  paiTage 
of  Keflbck,  the  river  Nefs,  the  llrange  ihaped  hill  of  Tonunan  heurich,  and  various 
grOBpes  c^  diftant  mountains. 

The  Tomman  is  of  an  oblong  form,  broad  at  the  bafe,  and  llopmg  on  all  fides  to- 
wards the  top ;  fo  that  it  looks  like  a  ihtp  with  its  keel  upwards.  Its  fides,  and  part  of 
the  neighbouring  plains^  are  planted,  fo  it  is  both  an  agreeable  walk  and  a  fine  objeCt. 
It  is  perfefily  detached  from  any  odter  hilt ;  and  if  it  was  not  for  its  great  fize,  might 
pafe  t  for  a  work  of  an.  The  \-iew  from  it  is  fuch,  that,  no  traveller  will  think  hi^ 
labour  loll,  after  gaining  the  fummit. 

At  Inveme^,  aad  I  believe  at  other  towns  in  Scotland,  is  an  officer,  called  Dean  of 
the  Guild,  who,  affifted  by  a  council,  fuperintends  the  markets,  regulates  the  |  price 

*  AnnaU  of  Scotliuu].     I- 

f  Iti  lengih  at  top  about  300  yardi  1  I  neglcAcd  mearuring  the  bale  or  the  keight,  vhicb  are  botb  con^ 
fidcrable  ;  tne  bmdtb  of  the  top  onl^  10  yanl*. 

X  Beef)  (l>  ouncM  to  the  poond)  id  to  ^A.  Mutton,  id.  to  3A,  Veali  3d.  to  fd.  PorJc,  ad.  to  3d. 
ChtekenSf  3d.  to  4d.  a  cfiirpU.  Fowl,  4d.  to  6d.  a  piece.  GoaTe,  1  id.  to  ifd.  Uuoka,  is.  a  coupl*. 
Eggt,  fevcn  a  fcpnf.    Salmoa/of  wbich  there  are  fcveral  great  fiberie^  id.  and  id.  halfpenny  per  pound. 
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of 'provifio&s ;   and  if  any   houfe  fills  down,  and  the  owner  lets  it  He  in  ruins  for 
-tliree  years^  the  Dean  can  abfolutely  difpofe  of  the  ground  to  the  beft  ludder. 

In  this  town  was  a  houfe  of  Dominicans,  founded  in  1 233  by  Alexander  II. ;  and  in 
Dalrymple's  Colleton  there  is  mention  of  a  nunnery. 

In  the  Church-ftreet  is  a  hofpital  with  a  capital  of  3000L  the  interell  of  which  is 
-diftributed  among  riie  indigent  inhabitants  of  the  town.  In  this,  houfe  is  a  library  of 
1400  volumes  dT  both  amient  and  modem  books.  The  founder  was  Mr.  Robert 
Baillie,  a  minifter  in  this  town ;  .but  the  principal  bene&ftor  was  Dr.  James  Frafer. 
fecretary  to  the  Chelfea  Hofpital. 

Crofs  the  Nefs  on  a  bridge  of  feven  arches,  above  which  the  tide  flows  for  about  a 
mile.'   A  fmall  toll  is  collected  here,  which  brings  to  the  town  about  6ol.ayear. 

Proceed  north ;  have  a  fine  view  of  the  Firth,  which  now  widens  again  from  Keflbck 
into  a  targe  bay  fome  miles  in  length.  The  hills  flope  down  to  the  water-fide,  and  are 
finely  cultivated ;  but  the  diftant  profpeO  is  of  rugged  mountains  of  a  ftupendous 
height,  as  if  created  as  guards  to  the  reft  of  the  ifland  from  the  fury  of  the  boifterous 
north. 

Ride  clofe  to  the  water-edge  through  woods  of  alder ;  pais  near  feveral  houfes  of  the 
the  Frafers,  and  reach 

Caftle  Dunie,  the  fite  of  the  houfe  of  thdr  chieftain  Lord  Lovat.  The  barony 
from  which  he  took  his  title  came  into  the  &mily  by  the  marriage  of  Sir  Simon  Frafer, 
a  little  before  the  year  1300,  with  the  heirefsof  Lord  Biflet,  anoblenian  of  great  pof- 
feOion  in  thefe  parts. 

The  old  houfe,  which  was  very  mean,  was  burnt  down  in  1746 ;  but  a  neat  box, 
the  refidence  of  the  hofpitable  feCtor,  is  built  in  its  ftead  on  a  high  bank  well  wooded, 
over  the  pretty  river  Bewley,  or  Beaulieu.  The  country  for  a  certain  circuit-,  is  fer- 
tile, well  cultivated  and  fmiUng.  The  bulk  of-  Lord  Lovat's  eftate  was  in  thefe  parts ; 
the  reft,  to  the  amount  of  $ocl.  per  annum,  in  Stratherick.  He  was  a  potent  chief- 
tun,  and  could  raife  about  1000  men :  but  I  found  his  neighbours  fpoke  as  unfavour- 
ab^r  of  turn,  as  his  enemies  did  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Legiilaiure 
has  given  the  moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  merit  of  the  fon,  by  reftoring,  in 
1774,  the  fbrfrited  fortunes  of  the  father.  No  patent  for  nobility  conveyed  greater 
glory  to  any  one,  than  the  preamble  of  the  ad  has  done  to  this  gentleman.  His  fa- 
ther's property  had  been  one  of  the  annexed  eftates,  i.  e.  fettled  unalienably  on  the 
Crown,  as  all  the  forfeited  fortunes  in  the  Highlands  are :  the  whole  value  of  which 
brought  in  at  that  time  about  6000I.  per  annum,  and  thofe  in  the  Lowlands  about  the 
fame  fum ;  fo  that  the  power  and  intereft  of  a  poor  twelve  thoufand  per  annum,  tei;ri- 
fied  and  nearly  fubverted  the  conftitution  of  thefe  powerful  kingdoms. 

Theprofits  of  thefe  eftates  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  truftees,  who  apply  their  re- 
venue for  the  founding  of  fchools  for  the  inftru£Uon  of  children  in  fpinning ;  wheels  are 
given  away  to  poor  families,  and  flax-feed  to  farmers.  Some  money  is  given  in  aid  of 
uie  roads,  and  towards  building  bridges  over  the  torrents  ;  by  which  means  a  ready 
intercourfe  is  made  to  parts  before  inacceflible  to  ftrangers  *.  And  in  1 753,  a  large 
fum  was  fpent  on  an  Utopian  projed  of  eftabliftiing  colonies  (on  the  forfeited  eftates)  of 
difbanded  foldiers  and  f^Iors:  comfortable  houfes  were  built  for  them,  land  and 
money  given,  and  fome  lent ;  but  the  fuccefs  by  no  means  anfwered  the  intentions  of 
the  projeSors. 

Aug.  17.   Ford  theBewley,  where  a  falmon  fifliery,  belonging  to  the  Lovat  eftate, 
rents  at  120I.  per  annum.    The  Erfe  name  of  this  river  is  Faror,  and  the  vale  it  runs 
•  The  ti&on,  or  igeiiti of  thefe  eft««,  ire  alfo  allowed  ill  the  moatj  they  cspeiMl  in  planttng. 

6  ^  through. 
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through,  Glen-flrath-fanr,  It  is  probable  that  this  vas  its  antient  name,  and  that  the 
Varar  ^ftuarium  of  Ptolemy  was  derived  from  it,  the  F  being  changed  into  V.  The 
country  on  this  fide  the  river  is  called  L^mamonach  *,  or  the  monk's  land,  having  for- 
merly been  the  property  of  the  priory  of  Bewley ;  and  the  oppofite  fide  bears  the  name 
of  Airds,  or  the  baghts.  Pafs  by.fome  excellent  farms,  well  iaclofed,  improved,  and 
planted :  the  land  produces  wheat  and  other  com.  Much  cattle  are  bred  in  thefe 
parts,  and  there  are  feveral  b'nen  manufadures. 

Ford  the  Conan  toX^aftle  Braan,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Seaibrth  ;  a  good  houle, 
pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  bill ;  commands  a  view  of  a  lai^e  plain,  aud  to  the 
weft,  a  wild  profpeft  of  broken  and  lofty  mountains. 

liiere  is  here  a  fine  full  length  of  Mary  Stuart,  with  thk  infcriptlcm :  Maria  D.  G. 
Scttia  piiffima  Rej^ina,  Francis  Dotaria.  jtnno  Mtatis  Regm  j,%.  tj8o.  Her  drefs 
is  black,  whh  a  ruff*,  cap,  handkerchief,  and  a  white  veil  down  to  the  ground,  beads, 
and  prayer.book,  and  a  crofe  hanging  from  her  neck  \  her  hair  dark  brown,  her  face 
handfome,  and,  confidering  the  difiermce  of  years,  fo  much  refembling  her  portrait  by 
Zucchero,  in  Chifwick-houfe,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  as  to  ^he  originality  of  the  laft. 

A  fmall  half-length  on  wood  of  Hemy  Damly,  infcribed  Henricus  Stuardiu  Dotmnia 
Damfyt  £-t.  IX.  M.  D.  LV.  drefled  in  black,  with  a  fword.  It  is  the  figure  of  a 
pretty  boy. 

A  fine  portiut  of  Cardinal  Richlieu.  Graeral  Monk,  in  a  buff  co^t.  Head  of  Sir 
George  Mackenzie.  The  Eail  of  Seaforth,- called  from  his  fi^e,  Kraneth  More. 
Frances  Countels  of  Seaforth,  daughter  of  William  Marquis  of  Powis,  in  her  robes, 
with  a  tawny  moor  offering  tusr  a  coronet.  Roger  Palmer  Earl  of  Caftlemaine,  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  his  lady,  Barbara  Dudiefs  of  Cleveland  \  and  by  bis  fimple  embaffy  to  a 
difceming  Pbpe  from  that  bigotted  Prince  James  II. 

Near  the  houfeare  fome  Tery  fine  oaks,  and  horfe.cbelhuts ;  in  the  garden,  Turkey 
apricots,  cn^nge  nectarines,  and  a  fmall  ^i  peadi,  ripe ;  other  peaches,  ne&arines,  and 
green  gages,  nr  from  ripe. 

Pals  through  Dingwall,  a  fmall  town,  the  capital  of  Robfiiire,  fituated  near  the  head 
of  the  Firth  of  Cromarti6 :  the  Highlanders  call  it  Inner-Feorain,  Feoian  being,  the 
name  of  the  river  that  runs  near  it  into  the  Firth.  An  antient  crofs,  and  an  obelilk 
over  the  burying-i^ace  of  the  Earls  of  Cromaitie's  family,  were  all  I  faw  remarkable  in 
it.  In  the  year  1 400,  Dingwall  had  its  cafUe,  fub|e£t  to  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Ides,  and 
Earl  of  Rb&.  After  that  Regulus'was  weakened  by  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  his  territories 
were  invaded  ;  and  this  caftle  reduced  to  the  pow«r  of  the  crown  of  Scotland,  by  the 
Duke  of  Albaiiy. 

Ride  along  a  very  good  road  cut  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  with  the  country  very  well 
cultivated  atrave  and  below,  with  feveral  fmall  woods  interfperfed  near  the  water's  edge. 
There  is  a  fine  view  of  almoft  the  whole  bay,  the  moft  capacious  and  fecure  of  any  in 
Great  Britain  \  its  whole  navy  might  lay  tt^re  with  eafc,  and  fhlps  of  200  tons  may 
fail  up  above  two  thirds  of  its  length,  wluch  exends  near  thirty  Englifli  miles  from  the 
Suttere  t  of  Cromartie  to  a  fmall  dilhnce  beyond  Dingwall :  the  entrance  is  narrow ; 
the  projefting  hills  defend  this  fine  bay  from  all  winds,  fo  it  judy  merits  the  name 
given  it  of  Ptrttu  fatutu, 

Foules,  the  feat  of  Sir  Henry  Monro,  lies  about  a  mile  from  the  Firth,  near  vaft 
plamatioos  on  the  flats,  as  well-  as  on  the  hills.    Thofe  on  the  htUs  are  fix  miles  .in 

*  Leir,  or  X.etlier,  land  thac  lie*  vn  the  fide  of  a  river  or  branch  of  the  fea,  and  Monich,  ■  monk. 
t  Sutler*,  or  ^ihooteri,  two  hill*  tbu  form  iti  entrance,  projefling  coafidcEablj  iMo  the  nw^er. 

VOL.  HI.  M  liengjh. 
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length,  and  in  a  very  flourilhing  ftate.  On  the  back  of  thefe  a^e  extenfivevallies  full 
of  oats  bounded  by  mountains,  which  here,  as  well  as  in  the  Highlands  in  general,  run  . 
from  eaft  to  weft.  Sir  Henry  holds  a  foreft  from  the  crown  by  a  very  whimGcal  tenure, 
that  of  delivering  a  fnow-ball  on  any  day  of  the  year  that  it  is  demanded  ;  and  he  feems 
to  be  in  no  danger  of  forfeiting  his  right  by  failure  of  the  quit-rent :  for  fnow  lies  in 
form  of  a  glaciere  in  the  chafms  of  Benvi'ewifh,  a  neighbouring  mountain,  throughout 
the  year. 

Aug.  1 8.  Continue  my  journey  along  the  low  country,  which  is  rich  and  well 
cultivated, 

Pafs  near  Invergordon  *,  a  handfome  houfe,  amidft  fifie  plantations.  Near  it  is  the  nar- 
rowcft  part  of  the  Firth,  and  a  fcrry  into  the  fliire  of  Cromartie,  now  a  country  almoft 
deftituce  of  trees  ;  yet,  in  the  time  of  James  V.  was  covered  -with  timber,  and  overrun 
with  wolves  f. 

Near  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  between  the  Firths  of  Cromartie  and  Dornoch,  is  Bal- 
linagouan,  the  feat  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  moll  fuccefsfully  converted  his  ^ord  into  a 
ploughfliare ;  who,  after  a  feries  of  difinterefted  -fervices  -to  his  country,  by  clearing 
the  feas  of  privateers,  the  mofl  unprofitable  of  captures,  has  applied  himfetf  to  arts  not 
lefs  deferving  of  its  thanks.  He  is  the  befl:  iarmer  and  the  greateft  planter  in  the 
country :  his  wheat  and  his  turnips  fhew  the  one,  his  plantations  of  a  niillion  of  pines 
each  y^r  the  other  t.  It  was  with  great  fatista£tion  that  I  bbferved  chara£bers  of  this 
kind  very  frequent  in  North  Britain ;  for,  during  the  interval  of  peace,  every  officer 
«f  any  patrimony  was  fond  of  retiring  to  it,  affumed  the  farmer  without  flinging  off  the 
the  gentieman,  enjoyed  rural  quiet ;  yet  ready  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  war  the 
moment  his  country  claimed  his  fervices. 

About  two  miles  below  Ballinagouan  is  a  melancholy  inftaoce  of  a  rerofe  of  con4 
du£t :  the  ruins  of  New  Tarbat,  once  the  magnificent  feat  of  an  unhappy  nobleman, 
who  plunged  into  a  mofl  ungrateful  rebellion,  deftruftive  to  himf«lf  and  family.  The 
tenants,  who  feem  to  inhabit  gratis,  are  forced  to  fbelter  themfelves'  from  the  weather 
in  the  very  loweft  apartments,  white  fwallows  make  their  nefts  in  the  b(rfd  ftucco  of 
fome  of  the  upper.  v 

While  I  was  in  this  ootmty,  I  heard  a  fingular  but  welUattefled  relation  of  a  woman 
difordered  in  her  health,  who  fafled  for  a  fupem'aturat  fpace  of  time ;  but  the  length  of  - 
_  the  narrative  obliges  me  to  fling  it  into  the  Appendix. 

Ride  along  a  tedious  black  moor  to  Tain,  a  fmall  town  on  the  Firth  of  Dornoch, 
diftinguifhed  for  nothing  but  its  large  fquare  tower,  decorated  with  five  fmall  fpires. 
Here  was  alfo  a  collegiate  church,  founded  in  148 1  by  Thomas  bifhop  of  Rofs.  Cap* 
tain  Richard  Franks,  an  honed  cavalier,  who  during  the  ufurpation  made  an  angling 
peregrination  from  the  banks  of  the  Trent  to  John  a  Groat's  houfe,  calls  Tain  "  as 
exemplary  as  any  place  for  jullice,  that  never  ufes  gibbet  or  hztter  to  hang  a  man,  but 

*  At  CulracB,  thrn  toUzi  From  thit  phce,  is  foond,  two  f«t  beneath  the  rurfue,  ■  ftratum  of  vhiie 
foapy  niarle  fiUe^I  with  fiielle,  and  is  much  ufcd  ai  a  manure. 

f  Thefe  aninils  have  been  long  cxtinA  ia  North  Britain,  nottrhhftanding  M.  de  BufFon  alTerl*  the*  con- 
trary. There  aie  many  antient  laws  for  their  extirpation  :  that  of  Jamei  I.  parlem  7.  i*  the  molt  remark- 
able :  "  The  fchirifia  and  barons  fuld  hunt  the  wolf  four  or  thrie  time*  in  the  zear,  betwixt  bt.  M<(rk'i  day 
and  Lambet,  quhich  ii  the  time  of  their  quhelpet,  and  all  tenents  fall  rife  with  them  under  paine  of  ane 
wadder." 

1  Pine,  or  Scotch  fir  feed,  aa  it  is  called,  fellt  from  fqiir  tofix  I^Qlingsperpound.  Reoti  are  payed  here 
in  Kind  :  the  landlord  el  her  oontrafta  to  fupply  the  foita  with  the  produce  of  the  land,  or  felU  it  to  the 
merchant,  who'comei  for  it.    The  price  of  labour  is  6d.  per  day  to  the  men,  3d.  to  the  woiora. 

,  -  '  facks 
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facks  all  their  malefaflors,  fo  fwims,  them  to  their  graves  *.  This  method  of  punifli- 
tnent  was  not  peculiar  to- this,  for  in  old  times  women  convifled  of  capital  offences  were 
drowned  in  the  rivier  Geftling,  nejr  Sandwich  f.  The  place  appeared  very  gay  at  this 
rime  ;  for  all  the  gaudy  finery  of  a  little  fair  was  difplayed  in  the  fhew  of  hardware, 
printed  liaens,  and  ribbands.  Kept  along  the  Ihore  for  about  two  miles  through  an 
open  corn  country  ;  and  crofling  the  great  ferry,  in  breadth  near  two  miles,  through  a 
rapid  tide,  and  in  a  bad  boat,  land  in  the  county  of  Sutherland,  Cattu  of  the  Highlanders, 
and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  reach  its  capital. 

Dornoch,  a  fmall  town,  half  in  ruins,  once  the  refidence  of  the  bifliops  of  Cailhnefs, 

.  'and,  like  Durham,  the  feat  of  ecclefiaftics  :  many  of  the  houfes  ftill  are  called  after  ihe 
titles  of  thofe  that  inhabited  them :  the  bifliop  lodged  in  the  caftle :  the  dean's  houfe  is 
at  prefent  the  inn.  The  cathedral  was  in  form  of  a  crofs,  built  by  Gilbert  Moray,  whQ 
died  biihop  of  Caithnefs  in  1 245  :  it  is  now  a  ruin,  except  part,  which  is  the  prefent 
church  J."  On  the  doors  and  wiodow-fhutlers  were  painted. (as  is  common  in  many 
parte  of  North  Britain)  white  tadpole-like  figures  on  a  black  ground,  defigncd  to  ex- 
prefs  the  tears  of  the  country  for  the  lofs  of  any  perfon  of  diftinfUon.  Thefe  were 
occafioned  by  the  affeSing  end  of  that  amiable  pair,  the  young  Earl  and  Coustefe  of 
Sutherland,  who  were  lovely  in  their  live^  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided, 
for  their  happinefs  was  interrupted  by  a  very  fliort  feparation :  fan\  ubi  idem  et  max'tmut  ■ 
ei  boneftijiimu  amer  efl,  aliquands prajiat  morte  ju/igi,  quam  vita  diftrahi  %. 

Ride  on.  a  plain  not  iar  from  the  fea ;  pals  by  a  fmall  crofs,  called  the  Thane's,  ' 
ereded  in  memory  of  the  battle  of  Embo  in  1259,  between  William  Earl  ofSutherland 
and  the  Danes,  who  were  overthrown,  and  their  general  {lain,  at  this  place ;  and  not 
•^r  from  thence  the  fpot  where  an  unhappy  creature  had  been  burnt,  if  I-^miftake  not* 
in  June  'I737,  for  the  imaginary  crime  of  witchcraft  ||. 

Crofs  a  very  narrow  inlet  to  a  fmall  bay  at  Fortheg,  or  the  little  ferry,  in  a  boat  as 

'  dangerous  as  the  laft  ;  for  horfes  camieither  get  in  or  out  without  great  rifque,  from 
the  vail  height  of  the  fides  And  their  want  of  flips.  Keep  along  the  (hore,  pafs  by  the 
fmall  village  of  Golfpie,  and  reach 

Dunrobin  caftle,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  earls  ofSutherland,  founded  about  the  year 
II 00  by  Robert,  or  Robin,  fecond  Earl  ofSutherland,  fituated  hear  the  fea,  and  as  the 
word  dun  in^xirts,  on  a  round  hill.    The  few  paintings  here  are,  an  Earl  of  Murray^ 

*  Northern  Memoirs,  &:c.  by  Richard  Frankt,  Philaothropua.     London,  1694. 

+  HarHi'sKent,  tJJ. 

\  Sir  Patrick  Murray  founded  h«r<  in  ri7i  «  convent  of  Mathurinea. 

\  Where  a  tnucual  end  moft  ardtnt  and  moft  virtuaui  affcAio*  rcigni,  it  it  fometiine]  prererable  to  be 
united  b?  death,  than  torn  Trom  each  other  by  lire. 

■  B  Thu  i)  the  laft  inftance  of  ibefe  frantic  esecuiioni  in  the  north  of  ScotUnd,  as  that  in  the  fouth  was  at 
PaiHey  io  |£(J7>  wherei  among  othere,  a  woman,  young  and  handfomc,  fiiHered,  with  a  reply  to  her  enqutr- 
injj  friend*  worthy  a  Roman  matron:  being  afked  why  (he  did  not  make  a'better  defence  on  htr  trial,. 
aiKfwered,  "  My  perfccucon  have  dcilroyed  my  h«nour,  and  my  life  is  not  now  worth  the  paint  of  defend- 
ing." The  laltiiiftapce  of  national  credulity  on  thit  head  was  the  ftory  ofthc!  witchet  oFTherfo,  who  tor- 
mentiag  for  along  time  an  boncft  fellow  under  the  ufual  form  of  cats,  at  lalt  provoked  himfo,  that  one  night 
he  put  them  to  flight  with  his  broad  fword,  and  cut  off  the  leg  of  one  hfa  nimble  than  the  Cell  {  on  hie  tak< 
ing  it  up,  to  hisamazemeni  he  found  it  belonged  to  a  female  of  his  own  fpecies,  and  nei:t  morning  difco- 
wred  the  owner,  an  old  hap,  with  only  the  cortipanion  leg  to  thit.  The  horrori  of  the  tale  were  confiderably 
abated  in  the  place  I  htard  it,  by  an  unlucky  enquiry  made  by  one  in  compaaj,  viz.  In  what  part  would  the 
old  woman  liave  fuffered,  had  the  man  cut  olF  the  cat's  tail  \  But  thefe  rclationt  of  almolt  obfolete  ftiperlii. 
tiona,  mull  neverbe  thought  a  refieflion  on.  this  country,  at  long  as  any  memory  remaint  of  the  tr<igica]  end 
«f  the  poor  people  atTnne,  who,  within  a  Few  mlW  of  our  capital,  in  175 1,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  belief  of 
the  conmoD  people  in  witches  j  or  of  that  ridiculoui  impodure  in  the  capital  iifelf,  in  t;fii,  of  the  Cock- 
lane  ghoft,  which  found  credit  with  all  ranks  of  people. 
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an  old  man,  on  wood.  His  fon  and  two  daughters,  by  Co.  G.  -i  638.  A  fine  TuII 
length  of  Charles  I.  Angus  WilliamfoQ,  a  hero  of  the  'clan  Chattan,  who  refcued  the 
Sutherlands  in  the  time  of  didrefs.  A  very  fingidar  pidurc  of  the  Duke  of  Atva  in 
council,  with  axardinal  by  his  fide,  who  puts  a  pair  of  bellows  blown  by  the  devil  into 
his  ear :  the  duke  has  a  chain  in  one  hand  fixed  to  the  necks  of  the  kneeling  Flemings, 
In  the  other  he  {hews  them  a  paper  of  recantation  for  them  to  fign ;  behind  whom  are 
the  reformed  clergy.  The  cardmat  is  the  noted  Antliony  Perrenot,  cardinal  de  Gran- 
ville, fecretary  to  Margaret  of  Auftria,  duchefs  dowager  of  Savoy,  govemefs  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  who  was  held  to  be  the  author,  advancer,  and  nouriOier  *  of  the 
troubles  of  thofe  countries ;  and  who,  on  his  recall  into  Spain,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
great  promoter  of  the  cruelties  cxercifed  afterwards  by  the  Duke  of  Atva,  the  fucceflbr 
of  his  miftrefs. 

The  demefne  is  kept  in  excellent  order ;  and  t  faw  here  (tat.  58.)  a  very  fine  field  of 
wheat,  which  would  be  ripe  aboat  the  middle  of  next  month. 

This  was  the  moft  northern  wheat  which  had  been  fown  this  year  in  North  Britain. 

Sutherland '  is  a  country  abounding  in  cattle,  and  fends  out  annually  3500  head» 
which  fold  about  this  time  (lean)  from  2I.  los.  to  3I.  per  head.  Thefe  are  very  fre- 
quently without  horns,  and  both  they  and  the  horfes  are  very  fmall.  Stags  abound  in 
-  the  hills,  there  being  reckoned  not  le{s  than  1 600  on  the  Sutherland  eftate,  which,  in 
faftv  is  the  greateft  part  of  the  county.  Befides  thefe  are  roes,  grous,  black  game,  and 
ptarmigans  in  plenty,  and  during  winter  multitudes  of  water-fowl  on  the  coaft. 

Not  far 'from  Dunrobin  is  a  very  entire  piece  of  antiquity,  of  the  kind  known  in 
Scotland  by  the  name  of  the  Pi^m  caflles,  and  called  here  Cairn  Lia',ora  grey  tower: 
that  I  faw  was  at>out  130  yards  in  circumference,  roimd,  and  raifed  fo  h^h  above  the 
ground  as  to  form  a  confiderable  mount :  on  the  top  was  an  extenfive  but  fliallow  hol- 
low: within  were  three  low  concentric  galleries,  at  fmall  ditlances  from  each  other^ 
covered  with  large  Hones ;  and  the  fide-walls  were  about  four  or  five  feet  ttiick,  rudely 
made.  'I'here  are  generally  three  of  thefe  places  near  eacb  other,  fo  that  each  may  be 
feen  from  any  one.  Buildmgs  of  this  kind  are  very  frequent  along  this  coaft,  that  of 
Caithnefs,  and  of  Strattmavem.  Others  agreeing  m  external  form  are  common  in  the 
Hebrides,  but  differ  in  their  internal  contlru£tion.  In  the  iflands  they  are  attributed  to 
the  Danes  t ;  here  to  the  Pi&s.  Foffibly  each  n^Mion  might  have  the  fame  mode  of 
building  with  fome  variation,  for  I  am  told  that  fome  are  to  be  feen  in  places  where  the 
Danes  never  penetrated  :  they  were  probably  the  defencible  habitations  of  the  times, 
I  muft  wittidraw  my  opinion  of  their  having  been  the/u^tgia  hiern,  aut  receptacula  frur 
pbus,  like  thofe  of  the  anciait  Q«rmans.  Such  are  not  uncommon  in  Scotlandj  Iwt  of 
a  form  very  different  from  thefe. 

Kept  along  the  fhore  northward.  Aboat  a  mile  from  the  caftFe  are  fome  Imalt  clife 
of  free-ftone ;  in  one  is  Strath-Leven  Cove,  an  artificial  cave,  with  feats,  and  feveral 
fhallow  circular  hollows  cut  within-flde,  once  the  retreat  of  a  devout  hermit.  At  fome 
diflance,  and  near  the  fea,  are  fmalt  ftrata  of  coal  three  feet  thick,  dipping  to  the  eaft^ 
and  found  at  the  depth  of  about  1 4  to  24  yards.  Sometimes  it  takes  fire  on  ttie  baok» 
which  has  given  it  fo  ill  a  name,  that  people  are  very  fearful  of  taking  it  aboard  their 
fhips.  I  am  furjprifed  ttiat  they  will  not  run  tlie  rifk,  confidering  the  miraculous  qua- 
lity it  poffeffes  of  driving  away  rats  whoever  it  is  uTed.    This  is  believed  by  the  good 

*  Grimftone'a  Hift.  Nethei lands,  34^  _)40. 

t  An  enquiry  ii  at  thit  time  making,  by  nmns  of  a  correrpondencc  in  Copenha^n,  whethermy  fucTi- 
•dificM  exift  at  prefeot  io  the  Danilb  domiaiotu^and  what  was  tWr  luppolcd  nle.  The  refult  will  be  given 
kercafier. 

'    10  people 
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people  of  Sutherland,  vho  aflured  me  ferioufly  of  its  Ttrtues ;  and  they  £trther  attri- 
buted the  fame  to  the  earth  and  very  heath  of  their  county.  They  add  too>  that  not  a 
rat  will  live  with  them,  notwithftanding  th^  fwarm  in  the  adjacent  fhh-es  of  Rofs  and 
Caithnefs  *. 

In  Aflynt,  a  part  of  this  county,  far  we(t  of  Duiu-obin,  are  lai^e  (trata  of  a  beautiful 
white  marble,  equal,  as  I  was  tMd,  to  the  Parian.  I  afterwards  faw  fome  of  the  fame 
kind  found  at  Gten^avon,  in  Badenoch. 

Crofs  the  water  of  Brora,  which  runs  along  a  deep  chafm,  over  which  is  a  handfome 
bridge  of  a  fingte  arch.  Near  is  a  cave,  where  the  lalmon-filhers  lie  during  the  feafon : 
the  roof  is  pierced  through  to  the  furface,  which  ferves  for  a  natural  chimney.  They 
take  annually  about  ten  or  twelve  lafb  of  filh.  In  a  bank  not  far  from  the  bridge  are 
found  abundance  of  belemnita:. 

The  comitry  is  very  iandy,  and  the  arable,  or  cultivated  part,  very  narrow,  confined 
on  the  eaft  by  the  fea,  on  the  weft  by  lofty  black  mountains,  which  approach  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  water,  till  at  length  they  projeil  into  it  at  the  great  promontory,  the 
Ord  of  Caithnefs,  the  boundary  betw«^  that  county  and  Sutherland  ;  after  which  the 
coait  is  bold  and  rocky,  except  a  fmall  bay  or  two. 

Ford  the  very  dangerous  water  of  Helmfdale,  rapid  and  full  of  great  ftones.  Very  large 
lampries  are  found  here,  iiih  deterted  by  the  Highlanders.  Beneath  the  ftones  on  the 
fea-fliore  are  abundance  of  fpotted  and  viviparous  blennies,  father-lafliers,  and  whiftle- 
fifli.  Mackarel  appear  here  in  this  month,  but  without  their  roes.  I  thought  themiar 
inferior  in  goodneis  to  thofe  of  our  country.    Much  falmon  taken  here. 

The  grey  water-wagtail  quits  this  country  in  winter  j  with  us  it  rrfides. 

Dined  at  the  little  village  of  Helmfdale  i  near  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  fquare-  tower 
built  by  Margaret  Countefs  of  Sutherland,  in  the  fifteenth  century. 

E*afied  through  a  rich  vale  full  of  good  barley  and  oats,  between  the  htll  of  Helmfdale 
and  the  Ord.  Afcend  ibatvaft  promontory  on  a  good  road,  winding  up  hs  fteep  fides, 
and  impending  in  many  parts  over  the  fea,  infinitely  more  high  and  horrible  than  our 
Fenmaen  Mawr.  Beneath  were  numbers  of  feals  boating  on  the  waves,  with  fea-fowl 
fwimmiitg  amongthem  with  great  fecurity.  Obferved  projecting  from  one  part  of  the 
Ord,  far  below,  a  fmall  and  verdant  hill,  on  which,  tradition  fays,  was  fought  a  fmgle 
combat  between  an  Eari  of  Caithnefs  and  a  fon  of  the  £arl  of  Sutherland,  while  their 
two  armies  looked  on  from  above ;  the  firft  was  killed  on  the  Qiot,  the  laft  died  of  bis- 
wounds. 

The  Ord  was  the  ancient  divifion  of  Caithnefs,  when  Sutherland  was  reckoned  part. 
The  diftin&ion  at  that  time  was  Catbcntjia  cit  et  ultra  mmtem.  Sutherland  was  ftyled 
then  Catau,  as  bemg  more  mountainous :  the  modem  Caithnefs  Guaelav,  as  being 
more  plain  t. 

•  Somf  yeifi  igo  I  bovght  of  ihe  monliB,  at  the  grtil  Benediftine  conwiH  st  AMgffiorg,  fome  papers  »f 
St.Ulricb'i  earth,  which  I  mnalTiweclby  Lutheran  and  P>pift  had  the  Ikme  rut-expelling  quality  with  that 
«bote-  mf  ntianed ;  but  whether  for  want  of  due  fcith,  or  negle A  uf  altendinj  to  the  formi  of  the  pri<tted> 
prefcripttoni  given  with  them,  {here  copied  at  full  Icngrh)  I  know  not,  but  the  audaciuui  aiiimala  haunt 
mj  hoafe  in  fpitc  of  k ;— '*  Venerabite* reliqulx  de  terra  fepulchrali,  five  de  refoluta  deintiUcarne  S.  Uiial. 
rid  conf-  &  epifcopt  Augultani ;  qaz  li  honorific e  ad  tnftarali^rumrelicjvianirti  habeaatur,  &  addeilandein 
dintiuc  prxfotithoimrrm,  piam  ouoddain  opui,  v  g.  oratR>)}ejuaitMii,  elcemofjina,  &c.  piKlletur,  minim  eft^ 
^va  poUcaot  cScacia,  ad  prafciibendoa  pr^etltm  e  domibiu,  fit  viciDiB  friirea,  qui  fubfillere  minime  valeat  ' 
■bicuuque  fimilea  reliquix  cum  fiduciz  fuerint  appecGx  fet  alTerTatte.  Idque  ex  fpeciali  prxrogativa,  qua. 
«ciBipoteoi  Dent  inti^nia  Unti  patron!  merita  perpetuo  mintculo  ftatuit  cowkcoruc." 

\  tiirDaudDalrjinplc'tAniwiiof  Scotland,  13J. 


Beneath 

Bd  by  Google 


8o  pennaMt's  tour  in  acoTLANir. 

Beneath  lliis  cape  are  immenfe  caves,  the  refort  of  feals  *  and .  fea-fowls :  the  Ades 
;niJ  top  are  chiefly  covered  with  heath  and  morafly  ear-th,  which  give  it  a  black  and 
melancholy  look.  Ride  over  fome  boggy  and  dreary  moors.  Pafs  through  Aufdale,  a 
liiil*;  highland  village.  Defcend  into  a  deep  bottom  covered  with  alders,  willows,  birch, 
and  vvioken-lrecs,  to  Langwall,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  who  gave  me  a  very  hofpi- 
labbrecL-ption.  The  country  abounds  with  flags  and  roe's,  aod  all  forts  of  feathered 
game,  while  the  adjacent  river  brings  falmon  almoft  up  to  his  door. 

I  enquired  here  after  the  Lavetlan  t)  which,  from  defcription,  I  fufpeft  to  be  the  water 
ftircw-moufe,  '1  he  country  people  have  a  notion  that  it  is  noxious  to  cattle  :  they 
prefcrve  the  (kin,  and,  as  a  cure  for  their  fick  beafls,  give  them  the  water  in  which  it 
has  been  dipt.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  hms  animal  which  in  Sutherland  is  called  the 
water-mole. 

Aug.zo.  Proceed  on  my  journey.  Pafs  near  Berridale.  On  a  peninfula  jutting  into  the 
fea  is  the  ruin  of  the  caftle ;  between  it  and  the  land  is  a  deep  chafm,  where  there  had 
been  a  drawbridge.  On  this  cadle  are  flatjoned,  in  the  falmon  feafon,  perfons  who  are 
to  obferve  the  approach  of  the  filh  to  the  freih  waters. 

Near  Clathron  is  a  druidical  (lone  fet  an  end,  and  of  a  moll  ftupendous  fize. 

Saw  Dunbeth  J,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  fituated  on  a  narrow  neck  of  land ;  on  one 
fuie  impending  over  the  fea,  on  the  other,  over  a  deep  chafm,  into  which  the  tide 
flows:  a  fmall  narrow  garden,  with  billows  beating  onjthree  fides,  fills  the  reft  of  the 
land  between  the  ho'ufe  and  the  water.  Numbers  of  old  caftles  in  this  county  have  the 
fame  tremendous  lituation-  On  the  well  Gde  of  this  houfe  are  a  few  rows  of  tolerable 
tiees;  ,theoi)ly  trees  that  I  faw  from  Berridale  to  the  extremity  of  Caithness .  On 
the  right  inland  are  the  fmall  remains  of  Knackennan  Caftle,  built  by  an  Earl  of  Caith- 
nefs.  From  thefe  parts  is  a  full  view  of  the  lofty  naked  mountain  of  Scaraban  and 
Morven.  The  laft  ptarmigans  in  Scotland  are  on  the  firft  ;  the  laft  roes  about  Lang- 
wall,  there  being  neither  high  hills  nor  woods  beyond.  All  the  county  on  this  fide, 
from  Dnnbeth  to  the  extremity,  is  flat,  or  at  leaft  very  feldom  interrupted  with  hills, 
and  thofe  low,  but  the  coafls  rocky,  and  compofed  of  Itupendous  cliils. 

Refreflied  our  horfesat  a  little  inn  at  the  hamlet  of  CIythe,Dot  for  from  the  head- 
land,  trailed  Clythenefs.  Reach  Thrumfter,  a  feat  of  Mr.  Sinclair's.  Itis  obfervable, 
that  the  names  of  places  in  this  county  often  terminate  in  ter  and  dale,  which  favors  of 
Danifli  origin. 

The  Sinclairs  are  very  numerous,  and  poflefs  confiderable  "fortunes  in  thefe  parts; 
but  Boethius  fays,  that  they,  theFrazierSj  Campbells,  Bofwells,  and  many  others,  came 
originally  from  France. 

Auguft  sift,  pafs  through  Wick,  a  firtall  borough  town  with  fome  good  houfee, 
leated  on  a  river  within'reach  of  the  tide  ',  and  at  a  diftance  hes  an  old  tower,  called 
Lord'Oliphant's  caftle.  In  this  town  lives  a  weaver  who  weaves  a  Ihirt,  with  buttons 
and  button  holes  entire  without  any  feam,  or  tht  leaft  ufe  of  the  needle :  but  it  is  feared 
that  he  will  fcarce  find  any  benefit  from  his  ingenuity,  as  he  cannot  afford  his  labour 
,  under  five  pouhds  a  fliirt.     Somewhat  farther,  clofe  to  the  fea,  is  Achringal  tower,  the 

•  During  fp"Ing  great  (fliantiticB  nf  lump  fifh  rcfirt  here,  and  are  the  prey  pf  the  feali,  as  appears 
from  die  numbtrsnf  their  siiins.  irhich  at  thatfeafcm  float  afhore.  The  (eih,  at  certain  times,  fcem  vilitcd 
with  a  great  moi  tatity  (  for  at  thofe  times  muhitudes  of  them  are  feen  dead  in  the  water. 

f  Sibbald'3  Hill.  Scotland.     Br._  Zool.  1. 33.  _       ,  _  _  _  1 

j  This  caftle  «a«  taken  and  garrifoned  hy  tlie  Marqiiit  of  MonCrofc  in  ifi^o,  immediately  preceding 
hig  iinat  defeat.     Whitelock,  454. 

^  But  vaftqiurftity  of  fuhterraneoug  timber  in  all  the  moors.  Near  Dunbeth  ii  an  entire  Pifti  caftle, 
with  the  hallow  in  the  top,  and  is  calIt(J  the  Uourg of  J>unbeth. 
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feat  of  Sir  Wiltiam  Dunbax.  Ride  over  the  Links  of  Keith,  on  the  fide  of  Sinclar  bay. 
Thefe  were  once  a  morafs,  now  covered  with  fand,  finely  turfied  over ;  fo  in  this  in- 
ftance  the  land  has  been  obliged  by  the  inftability  of  the  fand.  The  old  caftle  of 
Kdfs  is  feated  on  a  rock,  with  a  good  houfc  of  the  fame  name  near  it'. . 

NKir  Frefwick  caftle  the  cliffs  are  very  lofty :  the  ftrata  that  compofe  them  lie  quite 
horizontally  in  fuch  thin  aad  regular  layers,  and  fo  often  interfered  by  fiffures,  as  to 
appear  like  mafonry.  Beneath  are  great  infulaled  columns,  called  here  Stacks,  eom- 
pofedoflhe  fame  fort  of  natural  mafonry  as  the  cliffs  ;  many  ofihcm  are  hollowed  quite 
ihrougb,  fo  as  to  form  moft  magnific<?nt  arches,  which  the  fea  rufhes  through  with  va(t 
noife  and  impeiuofity,  affording  a  moft  auguft  piece  of  fcenery  to  fuch  who  are  fteady 
enough  to  furvey  it  from  the  narrow  and  almoft  impending  paths.  ' 

Frefwick  caftle  is  feated  on  a  narrow  rock  projefUng  into  the  fea,  with  juft  room 
enough  for  it  to  ftand  on :  the  acceft  to  it  while  the  draw-bridge  was  in  being,  was  ■ 
over  a  deep  chafm  cut  through  the  little  ifthmus  that  conceded  it  to  the  main  land. 
Thefe  dreadful  fitoations  are  ftrongly  expre^flive  of  the  jpalous  and.wretclied  condition 
of  the  tyrant  owners.  It  is  faid  that  a  nobleman  of  the  name  of  Suenus  Afteilf  inha- 
bited this  caftle  about  the  year  1155. 

After  riding  near  Frefwick  bay,  the  fecond  fandy  bay  in  the  county,  pafs  over  a  very 
bad  morafs,  and  after  a  few  miles  travel  arrive  at  Dungftiy  bay  •  a  low  traft,  confifting 
of  oat'Iands  and  grazing  land  :  the  ultima  thule  of  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  whofe  defcrip- 
tion  it  fully  anfwecs  in  this  particular. 

Qusm  juxta  infamei  rcopal,i|  et  petrofa  vorago 
.    AfpCPBt  undifonis  (asa  pudenda  vadis  "j-. 

The  beach  is  a  colleflion  of  fragments  of  (hells ;  beneath  which  are  vaft  tiroken 
rocks,  fome  funk,  others  apparent,  running  into  the  fea  never  paciftc.  The  contrary 
tides  and  currents  form  here  a  moft  tremendous,  conteft  j  yet,  by  the  fkilfulnefs  of  the 
people,  are  paffed  with  great  fafety  in  the  narrow  little  boats  I  faw  lying  on  the  fliore. 

The  points  of  this  bay  are  Duogftjy  head  and  St.  John's  head,  ftretching  out  into  the 
fea  to  the  eaft  and  weft,  forming  a  pair  of  horns ;  from  the  refemblance  to  which  it 
fliould  feem  that  this  country  was  antiently  ftyled  Cornana. 

From  hence  is  a  full  view-  of  feveral  of  the  Orkney  iftands,  fuch  as  Flota,  Waes, 
Rpnaldfa,  Swanna,  to  the  weft  the  Skerries,  and  within  two  miles  of  land  Stroma,  fa- 
mous for  its  natural  mummies,  or  the  entire  and  uncorrupted  bodies  of  perfons  who  had 
been  dead  fixty  years.  I  was  informed  that  they  were  very  light,  had  a'flexibilicy  in  their 
limbG,  and  were  of  a  dufky  colour  J.  This  ifle  is  fertile  in  corn,  is  inhabited  by  above 
thirty  families,  who  know  not  the  ufe  of  a  plough,  but  dig  every  part  of  their  com 
land. 

Dine  at  the  good  minifter's  of  Canneft>y.  On  my  return  faw  at  a  diftancc  the  Stacks 
of  Dungfb^,  a  vafl  infulated  rock,  over-topping  the  land,  and  appealing  like  a  great 
to'wer. 

Paffed  near  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  not  long  deceafed ;  the  laft  who  was  believed  fp 
be  poffeffed  of  the  fecond  fight.  Originally  he  made  ufe  of  the  pretence,  ia  order  to 
render  himfelf  more  refp^flable  with  his  clan  J  but  at  length,  in  fpiteoffine  abilities, 

•Johr^a  Groat's  hoare  ii  now  known  only  br  name.     The  proper  name  of  the  bay  b  Duncan 'i, 

■f  Quoted  by  Sir  Robert  from  the  Iter  Balthiconi  of  CooradngCcltea. 

X  In  the  Philofophicil  TranfaAions  abridged,  *iii,  705.  I's  an  almoft  parallel  mftance  of  two  corpfes, 
found  in  a  moor  in  Derbyfliire,  that  had  for  49  years  refilled  putrefaflion.and  were  in  much  (he  fan)e  (late 
a^tiiofe  in  Stroma.  In  vol  xlvii.  of  the  Ph.  Tr.  at  large,  ia  an  accouai  of  a  body  found  entire  and  im- 
patrid  at  StaTeiloii4it  DcvenOure,  So  years  after  in  interment. 

J  ■  was 
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was  made  a  dupe  to  his  own  ardfices,  became  poflfefled  with  a  ferious  bdief  of  the 
faculty,  and  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years  before  bis  death  was  made  truly  un- 
happy by  this  llrange  opinion,  which  originally  arofe  from  the  following  acddent.  A 
boat-ofhis  wasona  very  tempeduous  night  at  fea;  his  mind  filled  with  anxiety  at  the 
danger  his  people  were  in,  fumifhed  him  with  every  idea  of  the  misfortune  that  really 
befell  them ;  be  fuddenly  Parting  up,  pronounced  that  his  men  would  be  drowned, 
for  he  had  feen  them  pafs  before  him  with  vet  garments  and  dropping  locks.  The 
event  was  correfpondent,  and  he  from  that  time  grew  confirmed  in  the  reality  of 
fpedral  predidions. 

There  is  another  fort  of  divination,  called  Sleinanachd,  or  reading  the  fpeal-bone,  or 
the  btade-bone  of  a  fhoulder  of  mutton  well  fcraped.  When  Lord  Loudon  was  obliged 
to  retreat  before  the  rebels  to  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  a  conunon  foldter,  on  the  very  moment 
the  battle  of  CuUoden  was  decided,  proclaimed  the  vi^ory  at  that  diftance,  pretending 
to  have-dtfcovered  the  event  by  looking  through  the  bone. 

I  heard  of  one  indance  of  fecond  ftght,  or  rather  of  forefight,  which  was  well  atteft- 
ed,  and  made  much  noife  about  the  time  the  predi^on  was  fulfilled.  A  little  after 
the  battle  of  Prefton  Pans,  the  prefident,  Duncan  Forbes,  being  at  his  houfe  of  CuUo- 
den with  a  nobleman,  from  whom  I  had  the  relation,  fell  into  difconrfe  on  the  probable 
confequences  of  the  action :  after  a  long  converfation,  and  after  revolving  all  that  might 
happen,  Mr.  Forbes,  fuddenly  turning  to  a  window,  faid,  "  all  thefe  things  may  fall 
out ;  but  depend  on  it,  all  thefe  didurbances  will  be  terminated  on  tbisfpot.'* 

Returned  the  fame  road.  Saw  multitudes  of  gannets,  or  Soland  geefe,  on  their 
paflage  northward :  they  went  in  fmall  flodcs  from  five  to  fifteen  in  each,  and  con- 
tinued paflmg  for  hours :  il  -vas  a  ftormy  day  j  they  kept  low,  and  near  the  fliore  ; 
but  never  paffed  over  the  lanfl»  even  when  a  bay  intervened,  but  followed  (preferving  an 
equal  dilbince  from  the  fhore')  th&  form  of  the  bay,  and  then  regularly  doubled  ifae 
c^es.  I  law  many  parties  make  a  fort  of  halt  for  the  fake  of  fifhing ;  they  foared  to 
a  great  height,  then  darting  down  headlong  into  the  fea,.made  the  water  foam  and 
fpring  up  with  the  violence  of  their  defcent }  after  which  they  purfued  their  route.  ■ 

Swans  refort  in  Oflober  to  the  locfis  of  Hemprigs  and  Wafler,  and  continue  there 
lili  March.  Abundance  of  land-rails  are  found  throughout  the«ounty.  Multitudes  of 
fea  fowl  breed  in  the  cliffs :  among  others,  the  lyre;  but  the  feafbn  bang  pafl,  I  n«ther 
faw  it,  nor  could  underftand  what  fpecies  it  was  *. 

Went  ak>ng  a  fine  hard  fand  on  the  edge  of  Sinclair  bay.    On  the  fouth  pdnt,  near 
Nofs-head,  on  the  fime  rock,  are  Sinclair  and  Gemigo  caftles ;  but  as  if  the  joint  te- 
nants, like  beafis  of  prey,  had  been  in  fear  of  each  other,  there  was  between  them  a  ~ 
draw-bridge ;  the  firlb  too  had  an  iron  door,  which  dropped  from  above  through 
.groove*  flill  viGble :  this  was  inhabited  in  the  year  1 6crj  by  a  Sinclair  Earl  of  Caithn^. 

Should  the  chapel  of  St.  Tayre  near  this  caftle  exift,  I  overlooked  that  fcene  of 
crueltyin  1478.  The  Keiths  and  the  clan  Gun  had  in  that  year  a  feud;  butameetmg 
was  fixed  at  this  plac*  for  a  reconciliation :  twelve  horfe  were  to  convene  on  each  fide. 
The  Cruner,  or  chief  of  the  clan  Gun,  and  his  fons  andneareft  kinfmen  arrived  firl^ 
and'were  at  their  prayers  in  the  chj^l :  when  theu-  antagonift  arrived  with  twelve 
Tiorfes,  but  with  two  men  on  each  horie,  tlunking  that  to  bring  no  more  than  the  ftipu- 
latcd  number  of  hw-fes  was  no  breach  of  agreement.  Thefe  attacked  the  people  in  the 
chapel,  and  put  them  all  to  death,"  b«t  with  great  lofs  to  their  own  party,  for  the 

•  I  have  fince  learnrf  thai  it  it  ih=  Shearwater  or  Maoks  Petrel  of  the  Er.  Zool.  11.  No.  as8. 
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'Craaer  and  his  friends  (old  thdr  Uvesdear.  I  mention  this  tale  to  oppofe  the  manners 
of  the  old  Cathnefians  to  thofe  of  the  prefent  hofpitable  and  worthy  race. 

Cathnefs  may  be  called  an  immrafe  moraTs,  mixed  with  fome  iruitful  fpots  of  oats 
end  barley,  much  coarfe  grafs,  and  here  and  there  fome  fine,  almofl  all  natural,  there 
being  as  yet  very  little  artificial.  At  this  time  was  the  hay  harvtft  both  here  and  about 
Dunrobin :  the  hay  on  this  rough  land  is  cut  with  fbort  fcythes,  aad  with  a  brifk  and 
ftrong  Itrc^e.  The  country  produces  and  exports  great  quantities  of  oatmeal,  and 
much  whifky  k  difliiled  from  the  barley  :  the  great  thinnefs  of  inhabitants  throughput 
Cathnefs  enables  them  to  fend  abh)ad  much  of  its  produflions.  No  wheat  had  been 
raifed  this  year  in  the  county ;  and  I  was  informed  diat  this  grain  is  fown  here  in  the 
'  fpring,  by  reafon  of  the  wet  and  fury  of  the  winters. 

The  county  is  fuppofed  to  fend  out  in  foine  years,  aaoo  h^d  of  cattle ;  bat  in  bad 
feafons,  the  armer  kills  and  falts  numbers  for  fale.  Great  numbers  of  fwine  are  reared 
here  :  they  areAiort,  high-backed,  long-briftled,  fliarp,  {lender,  and  long  nofed  ;  have 
long  ered  ears,  and  molt  favage  looks,  and  are  feen  tethered  in  almod  every  field. 
The  reft  of  the  commodities  of  pathnefs  are  butter,  cheefe,  tallow,  hides,  the  oil  and 
■fldns  of  feals,  and  the  feathers  of  geefe. 

Here  are  neither  bams  nor  granaries :  the  com  is  thraOied  out  and  preferred  in  the 
chaff  in  bykes,  which  are  Hacks  in  Ifaape  of  bee-hives,  thatched  quite  round,  where  it 
will  keep  good  for  two  years. 

Much  falmon  is  taken  at  Caftle>hill,  Dtmet,  Wick,  and  Thurfo.  The  miraculous 
draught  at  the  laft  place  is  Hill  talked  of ;  not  lefs  than  3500  being  taken  at  one  tide, 
within  the  memory  of  man..  At  a  fmall  diCtance  from  Sinclair  cadte,  near  .Staxigo 
creek,  is  a  fmall  herring  fifbery,  the  only  one  on  the  coaft :  cod  and  other  white  nm 
abound  here ;  but  the  want  of  ports  on  this  ftormy  coad  is  an  obilacle  to  the  eftablilh- 
mentof  fiflieries  on  this  fide  the  country. 

In  the  month  of  November,  numbers  of  feals  •  are  taken  in  the  vaft  caverns  that 
open  into  the  fea  and  run  fome  hundred  yards  under  ground.  Thdr  entrance  is  nar- 
row, their  inftde  lofty  and  fpacious.  The  feal-hunters  enter  thefe  in  fmall  boats  with 
torches,  which  they  light  as  foon  as  they  land,  and  then  with  loud  fliouts  alarm  the  ani- 
mals, which  they  kill  with  clubs  as  they  attempt  to  pafs.  This  is  a  hazardous  employ  ; 
for  Ihould  the  wind  blow  hard  from  fea,  thefe  adventurers  tre  inevitably  loft  f. 

Much  lime-fVone  is  found  in  this  country,  which  when  burnt  is  made  into  acompoft 
.  with  turf  and  fea  plants.  The  tender  fex  (I  blufh  for  the  Cathnefians)  are  the  only 
animals  of  burden :  they  turn  their  patient  backs  to  the  dunghills,  and  receive  in  their 
keifes,  or  baikets,  as  much  as  their  lords  and  mafters  think  fit  to  fling  in  with  thnr 
pitchforks,  and  then  trudge  to  the  fields  in  droves  of  fixty  or  feventy.  The  common 
people  are  kept  here  in  great  fervitude,  and  moft  of  their  time  is  given  to  their  Lairds, 
an  invincible  impediment  to  the  profperity  of  the  cotmty. 

Of  the  ten  parifties  in  Cathnefs,  only  the  four  that  lie  S.  £.  fpeak  Erie ;  all  the 
oAers  fpeak  EngKfh,  and  that  in  greater  purity  than  moft  part  of  North  Britain  J. 
Latheron,  Reay,  Thurfo,  and  Halkirk,  fpeak  Erie  and  Engliih  j  Bower,  Cannelby, 
Dunnet,  Watters,  Obrick,  and  Wick,  fpeak  Englilh  only. 

*  Soauttinn  *  ^aTgt  fprciei  twelve  feet  long  bai  been  killed  on  the  coaft;  ind  I  kave  htta  iofomied 
dut  the  fame  kind  are  found  on  the  rock  Hiflcir,  one  •(  the  Weftcrn  iHea. 

■f  For  a  fuller  account,  *ide  Br.  Zool.  47. 

t  I  beg  leare  to  Ttfer  the  reader  for  a  larther  hiftory.of  tliis  country,  and  of  Strathmmn,  (o  the  Appea. 
<«;  where  laiiiferttd,  the  obliging  communication  of  the  Re»,  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  Minircf  of  Reav,  the 
■oft  remote  N.  W.  Uafl  ofNorih  Lrittan,  whicbcompletea  the  hiftory  of  thisdiWaalpartof  onriOand. 
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Inoculation  b  iifach  pra^fed  by  an  ingenious  phyfldan  (Dr.  Kladunzie  6f  WidE)in 
this  county,  and  alfo  the  Oticneys  •,  with  great  fuccefe,  without  any  previous'prepara^ 
ttun.  The  fuccefs  was  ^uatly  great  at  Sanda,  a  poor  ifle,  where  there  was  no  fort  of 
fuel  but  what  was  got  from  dried  cov-dung  :  but  in  all  thefe  places,  the  fmall-pdz  is 
very  fktal  in  the  natural  way.  Other  difeafes  in  Cathnels  are  colds,  cou^,  and  very 
frequently  palfies. 

The  laft  private  war  in  Scotland  was  occafioned  by  a  difpnte  relatiilg  to  this  county. 
The  prefent  Earl  of  Breadalbane's  grand^ther  married  an  heire&  of  Cathnefe :  the  in- 
habitants would  not  admit  her  title ;  but  fet  up  another  perfon  in  oppofidon.  The 
EaH,  according  to  the  cuftoni  of  thofe  ill-gorerned  times,  was  to  aficrt  his  ri^t  by 
force  of  arms :  he  raifed  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  but  the  numbers,  like  thofe 
under  the  cOndu&  of  Gideon,  Were  thought  to  be  too  great:  hb  lordfhipfirn  difmilTed 
Ave  hundred  ;  after  that,  another  five  hundred  ;  and  with  the  remainder  marched  lo 
the  borders  of  Cathnels.  Here  he  thought  proper  to  add  fbatagem  to  force.  He  knefr 
that  the  enemy's  army  waited  for  him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Ord.  He  fcjtew  alfb 
that  in  thofe  days  whifty  was  the  ne£lar  of  Cathnefe:  and  in  confequence  orda^a 
fliip  laden  with  that  precious  liquor  to  pafs  round,  and  willfully  ftrand  itfelf  on  the  fborr. 
The  dire^ons  were  pundually  obeyed ;  and  the  crew  in  a  feeming  fright  efcaped  in 
the  boats  to  thc^vading  army.  The  Cathnefians  made  a  prize  of  the  Ihip,  and  indulge 
ing  themfelves  too  freehr  with  the  freight,  became  aneafy  prey  to  the  Earl,  who  at- 
tacked them  during  then*  intoxication,  and  gained  die  country,  which  he  dtfpofed  of 
¥07  foon  after  his  conqaeft. 

1  came  here  too  tate  1  to  have  any  benefit  from  the  great  lengdi  of  days ;  bat  fron 
June  to  the  middle  of  July,  there  is  fcarce  any  night ;  for  even  at  What  is  called  aud- 
tight  the  fmdleft  print  may  be  read,  fo  truly  did  Juvenal  ftyle  thefe  people. 

Minimi  contcntot  node  Britmnoa. 

Auguft  23d,  on  my  way  between  Thrumder  and  Dunbeth,  ag^  faw  numbers  of 
flocks  of  Gannets  keeping  due  north }  and  the  weather  being  very  calm,  they  Sew 
h%h.  It  has  not  been  obferved  that  they  ever  return  this  way  m  thefpring  i  but  feem 
to  make  a  circuit  of  the  ifland,  till  they  again  arrive  at  the  Bab,  their  only  breeding, 
place  on  the  eaftem  coall. 

On  defcending  a  fleep  hill,  b  a  romantic  view  of  the  two  bridges  over  the  waters 
of  fierridale  and  Langwall,  and  their  wooded  -glens  ;  and  of  the  caille  of  Berridale  -f-, 
over  the  fea,  where  the  falmon-filhers  ftation  themfelves  to  obferve  the  approach  of 
thofe  fifli  out  of  the  ocean.  After  a  tedious  afcent  up  the  King's  road  of  four  miles^ 
gain  the  top  of  the  Ord,  defcend,  and  lie  at  Helmfdale. 

Augufl  24th  to  29th,  revifitthe  fame  places,  till  I  pals  Dingwall.  Crofs  the  Conan 
in  a  boat,  a  very  beautiful  river,  not  remote  from  Caflle  Braan.  Was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood informed  of  other  fingular  cufloms  of  the  Highlanders. 

On  New-year's  d^  they  bum  juniper  before  their  cattle,  and  on  the  £rft  Monday  Ja 
evny  quarter  fprinkle  them  with  urine. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  country,  b  a  rural  facrifice,  (Hfierent  from  that  before  men- 
tioned.   A  crofs  is  cut  on  fome  Hicks,  which  b  dipped  in  pottage,  and  the  Thurfday 

*  At  thii  time  a  perfon  wai  employed  in  tKe  tame  buQnef*  in  the  Shetlind  iflandi.  • 

f  Befidea  the  mifling  fo  lingular  a  phenomenon,  I  found  that  the  bad  weather,  which  begins  earlier  in 
the  north,  was  fettinz  in  ;  I  would  therefore  recommend  to  any  tnurellcr,  vbo  mcani  to  take  this  dEftaoC 
tour,  to  fet  but  from  Edinburgh  a  month  footier  than  I  did.  > 

%  A  Uttic  up'ihe  land  is  the  ruin  of  Ach  caftle. 
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before  Eafter,  one  of  each  placed  over  the  (heep-cot,  the  ftable,  or  the  cow-boufe. 
On  the  I  ft  of  May,  they  are  carried  to  the  hill  where  the  rites  are  celebrated,  all  deck- 
ed vitb  wild  flowers,  and  after  the  feaft  is  over,  re-placed  o^er  the  fpots  they  were 
taken  from ;  and  this  was  originally  ftyled  Clou-'in-Beltien  *,  or  the  fplit  branch  of  the 
fire  of  the  rock.  Thefe  follies  are  now  feldom  praOifed,  and  that  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
crecy ;  for  the  clergy  are  indefatigable  in  difcouraging  every  fpecies  of  fuperftition. 

In  certain  places  the  death  of  people  is  fuppofed  to  be  foretold  by  the  cries  and 
Ihrieks  of  Benihi,  or  the  Fairies  wife,  uttered  along  the  very  path  where  the  funeral  is 
to  pafs ;  and  what  in  Wales  are  called  corps  candles,  are  often  imagined  to  aj^iear,  and 
foretell  mortaUty. 

The  courtllup  of  the  Highlander  has  thefe  remarkable  circumftaoces  attending  it : 
vSux  privately  obtaining  the  confcntofthe  fair,  he  formally  demands  her  of  the  fuher. 
Hie  lover  andbis  friends  aflemble  on  a  hill  allotted  for  that  purpofe  in  every  parifli, 
and  one  of  them  is  difpatched  to  obtain  permiffion  to  wait  on  the  daughter  :  if  he  is 
foccefaful,  he  is  agun  fent  to  invite  the  father  and  his  friends  to  afcend  the  hill  and  par- 
take of  a  whilky  calk,  which  is  never  forgot :  the  lover  advances,  takes  his  future 
father-in-lav  by  the  hand,  and  then  plights  his  troth,  and  the  fair-one  is  Airrendered  up 
to  bim.  During  the  marriage  ceremony,  great  care  is  taken  that  dogs  do  not  pafs 
between  them,  and  particular  attention  ts  paid  to  the  leaving  the  bridegroom's  left>fhoe 
without  buckle  or  latchet,  to  prevent  witches  f  from  depriving  him,  on  the  nuptial  night, 
of  the  power  of  loofeniog  the  vur^  zone.  As  ateft,not  many  years  agoa  fingularcuf- 
tom  prevailed  in  the  weftem  Highlands  the  morning  after  a  weddii^ :  a  bafket  was 
faftened  with  a  cord  round  the  iKck  of  the  bridegroom  by  the  female  part  of  the  com- 
pany, who  immediately  filled  it  with  ftones,  till  the  poor  man  was  in  great  danger  of 
being  ftrangled,  if  his  bride  did  not  take  compaflion  on  him,  ind  cut  the  cord  with  a 
knife  given  her  to  ufe  at  difcretion.  But  fiidi  was  the  tendemels  of  the  Caledonian 
fpoufes,  that  neter  was  an  inftance  of  their  negleding  an  immediate  relief  of  their  good 

Pals  near  the  Prior  \  of  Beaulieu,  a  large  ruin :  crols  the  ferry,  and  again  reach 
Invemefe. 

Made  an  excurii<»i  ten  mHes  Ibuth  of  Invemefs  to  May-hall,  pleaJantly  feated  at  the 
end  of  a  fmall  but  beautiful  lake  of  the  fame  name,  full  of  trout  and  char,  called  in  the 
£rfe,  Tarrdheargnaich,  and  in  the  Scotch,  Bed  Weems.  This  water  is  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  adorned  with  two  or  three  illes  prettily 
wooded.  Each  fide  is  bounded  by  bills  cloathed  at  the  bottom  with  trees ;  and  in 
iroBt,  at  the  dthance  of  tUrty  miles,  is  the  great  (nountain  of  Kam-gorm,  patched  with 
.  fiiow. 

This  place  is  called  Starihnach-nan-gai'l,  or  the  tbrefhold  of  the  Highlands,  being  a 
very  natural  and  ftrongly  marked  entrance  from  the  north.  This  is  the  feat  of  the  Clan 
Chattan,  rar  the  M'Intouies,  once  a  powerful  people :  in  the  year  1715,  fifteen  hundred  - 
tookthefield^  butin  1745,  fcarce  half  that  number :  like  another  Abfalom,  their  fair 
iniftrefs  was  in  that  year  fu^fed  to  have  ftolen  tbeur  hearts  from  her  Laird  their  chief- 
tain :  but  the  fevereft  loyalift  mufl  admit  feme  extenuation  of  their  error,  in  yielding 
to  the  infinuations  of  fo  charming  a  feducer. 

•  M'Pberfen't  iottsduaioQ,  Ice.  166. 

f  AnddofuDiun.    Gefocr  ^j»  that  tb<  wi'ichn  rudo  ufe  of  touli  u  z  charn,  Ut  nro  cocuadi,  oi 
Gillw,  in  virMtoUerent.     GeCner  de  ({iiad.  on.  p.  ^*., 
f  Founded  4tMUt  1 139,  \>J  F^triclt  Siflet,  Lurd  of  Lotbi,  for  the  moaki  of  Vallii  aulium. 
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Here  is  preferved  the  fword  of  James  V.  given  by  that  monarch  to  the  captain  of  * 
Clan  Chaltan,  with  the  privilege  of  holding  the  King's  fword  at  all  coronations ;  on  ' 
the  blade  is  the  word  JeSis.  That  of  the  gallant  Vifcount  Dundee  is  alfo  kept  here. 
The  firft  was  a  confecrated  fword  prefented  to  James  in  1514,  by  Leo  X.  bythe  hands' 
of  his  Legate  ".  The  ancient  family  was  as  refpeftable  as  it  was  powerful;  and  that 
from  very  old  limes.  Of  this  the  following  relation  is  fufScient  evidence.  In  1341  a 
Monro  of  Foulisf  having  met  with  fome  affront,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Strathardule, 
between  Perth  and  Athol,  determined  on  revenge,  coliefted  his  clan,  marched,  made 
hisimoad,  and  returned  with  a  large  booty  of  cattle-  As  he  paffed  by  May-hall,  this 
threfhold  of  the  Highlands,  the  Mackintofli  of  ]  454  fent  to  demand  the  ftike  creich  or 
road  coUop,  being  a  certain  part  of  the  booty,  challenged  according  to  an  ancient  cuf- 
tom  by  the  chieftains  for  liberty  of  palling  with  it  through  their  terntories.  Monro  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  demand,  and  offered  a  reafonable  Ihare  ;  but  not  leis  than  half  would 
content  the  chieftain  of  Clan  Chattan  :  this  was  refufed  ;  a  battle  enfued  near  Iteffock  ; 
Mackintofli  was  killed ;  Monro  loft  his  hand,  but  from  that  accident  acquired  the 
nanie  of  back-la  wighe  :  and  thus  ended  the  conflift  of  Clagh-ne-herey. 

Boethius  relates,  that  in  his  timelnveraefs  was  greatly  frequented  by  merchants  fixpm 
Germany,  who  purchafed  here  the  furs  of  feverai  forts  of  wild  beafts  {  ;  and  that  wild 
horfes  were  found  in  great  abundance  in  that  neighbourhood  :  that  the  country  yielded 
a  great  deal  of  wheat  and  other  com,  and  quantities  of  nuts  and  apples.  At  prefent 
there  is  a  trade  in  the  fkins  of  deer,  roes,  and  other  beafts,  which  the  Highlanders  bring 
down  to  the  fiurs.  There  happened  to  be  one  at  this  lime :  the  commodities  were 
ikins,  various  neceffaries  brought  in  by  the  pedlars,  coarfe  country  cloths,  cheefe,  but- 
ter, and  meal :  the  laft  in  goat-lkin  bags  ;  the  butter  lapped  in  cawls,  or  leaves  of  the 
broad  alga  or  tang ;  and  great  quantities  of  birch- wood  and  hazel  cut  into  lengths  for 
carts,  &c.  which  had  been  floated  down  the  river  from  Loch-Nefs. 

The  fair  was  a  very  agreeable  circumftance,  and  afforded  a  moft  fingular  groupe  of 
Highlanders  in  all  their  motly  dreffes.  Their  brechan,  or  plaid,  confills  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  yards  of  a  narrow  ftuff,  wrapt  round  the  middle,  and  reaches  to  the  knees :  is 
often  fattened  round  the  middle  with  a  belt,  end  is  then  called  brechan-feill ;  but  in  cold 
weather  is  large  enough  to  wrap  round  the  whole  body  from  head  to  feet ;  and  this 
often  is  th«r  only  cover,  not  only  within  doors,  but  on  the  open  hills  during  the  whole 
lughL  It  is  frequently  &ftened  on  the  flioulders  with  a  pin  often  of  (ilver,  and  before 
with  a  brotche  (like  the  fibula  of  the  Romans)  which  is  fometimes  of  filver,  and  both 
large  aiid  extenfive ;  the  old  ones  have  very  frequently  mottos. 

The  ftockings  are  fliort,  and  are  tied  below  the  knee.    The  cuaran  is  a  fort  c^  laced 
Qioe  made  of  a  fitin  with  the  hairy  fide  out,  but  now  feldom  worn.    The  truis  were  , 
worn  by  the  gentry,  and  were  breeches  and  ftockings  made  of  one  piece. . 

The  colour  of  their  drefs  was-  various,  as  the  word  breaccan  impUes,  being  dyed  with 
ftripes  of  the  moft  vivid  hues :  but  they  fometimes  affected  the  duller  colours,  fuch  as 
imitated  thofe  of  the  heath  in  which  they  often  repofed ;  probably  from  a  principle  o£ 
fecurity  in  dme  of  war,  as  one  of  the  Scotch  poets  feems  to  infinuate. 

•  Leflie  Hift.  Scoiise,  353. 

t  Confljft*  of  ihe  Clam.  p.  7. 

X  Ad  NefTx  lacui  long!  qtutuor  et  Ti^nt!  pifluum  millit,  lati  duodKim  XUtn,  propter  tnfrmtia  netnora 
Icfarum  ingcbi  copia  eft  cenronim,  rquoTutn  iiHlomitarum,  capreolorum  ct  cjufmodi  aninianrium  imgna  tit : 
»d  hxc  martirillK,  fouinx  ut  vulgA  locaatur,  vulpea,  mufteUc,  (ibri,  lutrxqut  incomparabiit  niimrro,  quo- 
funtergoneBtcnB  genteiadloxuai  iauneafoprctio  cocmuDt.     Scot,  ngni Defer,  ix-  hili.Sooi.xsx. 
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Vrrgati  gaudeot  var!!  que  eft  vcfie  colorii, 
PurpuTCum  et  deamint  fere  cxraleumq'iic  colorcm  J 
Verum  nunc  plurei  fufcun)  magit,  zmuU  Troodi 
Qnxque  erccina  Kdamint,  ut  ne  lux  florid*  veft.i 
Spleadentii  prodat  recubuitca  inque  cricctii. 

Andkex  MiiTiHi  Topogr.  Scotix^ 

The  feil-beg,  u  e.  little  plaid,  alfo  called  kelt,  is  a  fort  of  flion  petticoat  reaching  onl^ 
to  the  kneeSi  and  is  a  modem  fubftitute  for  the  lower  pan  of  the  plaid,  being  found  to 
be  lels  cumberfome,  efpecially  in  time  of  aftion,  when  the  Highlanders  ufed  to  tuck 
their  brechcan  into  their  girdle.  Almoft  all  have  a  great  pouch  of  badger  and  other 
fkins,  with  taflels  dangling  before :  in  this  they  keep  thar  tobacco  and  money. 

Their  ancient  arms  were  the  Lochaber  ax,  now  ufed  by  none  but  the  town-guard  of 
Edinburgh  j  a  tremendous  weapon,  better  to  be  expreffed  by  a  figure  than  words  •. 

The  broad-fword  and  target ;  with  the  lad  they  covered  thenifelves,  with  the  firft 
reached  their  enemy  at  a  great  difliance.  Tbefe  were  their  ancient  weapons,  as  appears 
by  Tacitus  t ;  but,  fince  the  difarming  a£l,  are  fcarcely  to  be  met  with  :  partly  owing 
to  that,  partly  to  the  fpirit  of  indultry  now  rifing  among  them,  the  Highlanders  in  a 
few  years  will  fcarce  know  the  ufe  of  any  weapon. 

Bows  and  arrows  were  ufed  in  war  as  late  as  the  nuddle  of  the  Ia(£  century,  as  I  find, 
in  a  manufcript  Ufe  of  Sir  Ewen  Cameron. 

The  dirk  was  a  fort  of  dagger  ftuck  in  the  beTt,  I  frequently  Ikw  this  weapon  in  the: 
Ihambles  of  Invemefs,  converted  into  a  butcher's  knife^  beings  Uke  Hudibxas's  dagger,. 

A  feinceable  dudgcoitr 
Eithet  Tor  fighting  or  for  drudging. 

The  dirk  was  a  weapon  ufed  by  the  ancient  Caledonians ;  for  Dlo  CafGus,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  expedition  of  Sererus,  ttKntioos  it  under  the  name  of  Ey)(ji(i3w  |,  pugio  or 
Kttle  dagger. 

The  mattucalhlafii,  or  arm-pit  dag^,  was  worn  there  ready  to  be  ufed  on  coming 
to  clofe  quarters.  1  hefe,  with  the  piflol  Auck  ia  the  girdle,  completely  armed  the 
Highlander  $. 

It  will  be  fit  to  mention  here  the  method  the  chieftains  took  formerly  to  affemble  the 
clans  for  any  miTitary  expedition.  In  every  clan  there  is  a  known  place  of  rendezvous, 
llyled  Cam'-a-whm,  to  which  they  muft  refort  on  this  fignal.  A  perfon  is  fent  out  full 
^ieed  with  a  pole  burnt  at  one  end  and  bloody  at  the  ot^er,  and  with  a  crofs  at  the  top,, 
which  is  called  Crofh-tarie,  the  crofs  of  (hame  ||,  or  the  fiery  crofs }  the  fird  from  the 
difgrace  they  wot^d  undergo  if  they  declined  appearing  ^  the  £ecoiid  from  the  penalty 

*  Vide  tab.  xxsiv. 

f  Simnl  conftantia,  fimul  aite  Briiinni  ingentibu*  gbdiii  ct  brcWbiu^etrit,  niffilia  DoftTonuh  vitarc  vd- 
etcuttre.     Vita  Agricotx,  c.  36.  1 

I  Xipliil.  cpit.  Dioni*. 

)  Abjor,  who  wrote  about  tht  year  ifiS,  thna  defcribet  their  armi ;  Arctim  et  fagittai,  lattffimum 
eorem  cum  parvo  faalbcTto,  pugivncm  groflum  cb  Tola  uno  latere  fcindentem,  fed  acutiffimam  fub  zona  fcni' 
per  ferunt-     Tcmpori  belli,  lorisam  ex  loris  ferreii  per  totum  corpU)  indnnnt.     Lib>  I.  C   viii- 

9  Thii  euftomwai  common  to  the  northern  part*  of  Europe  with  fame  flight  variatioof  as  appear*-  frov. 
Olaus  Maenu*,  p;  146,  who  defctibes  it  thiii :  Bacculus  tripalmaHf,  igiliorii  ju*enit  curfo  precipiti,  nd 
Klnni  vel  inum  pigum  fra  TJItam  hujufmodi  <dido  defcrendu*  committitur,  ut  3,  4,  vel  8  die  unot,  duo  vd 
(reti  aut  vititim  ocanea-  vel  finguli  ab  anno  triluftti,  ctim  aroit  tt  eicpenfli  1  o  -rel  10  diertim  fnb  pcena  com<- 
baftionit  doinoruai  ^qtio  uAobaocuto)  vel  furpenfionis  patroni,  aut  omnium  (qu«  Tune  allegato  Cxnatur^ 
io  tali  ripa,  Tei  cainpu,  aut  valle  comparere  tencaatur  fubito,  caufam  vocMiaaii,  atq)ic  oidtDcm  cxectuionia- 
fnefcdi  jpromcialit,  quid  fieri  debeat  aodituii. 
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of  having  (ire  and  fword  carried  throagh  their  country,  in  cafe  of  refufal.  The  5r{l 
bearer  delivers  it  to  the  next  perfon  he  meets,  he  running  full  fpeed  to  the  third,  and 
fo  on.  In  every  clan  the  bearer  had  a  peculiar  cry  of  war  ;  that  of  the  Macdonald's 
was  frach,  or  heath ;  that  of  the  Grants,  craig-elachie;  of  the  Mackenzies,  tullickard  '. 
In  the  late  rebdlion,  it  was  feat  by  fome  unknown  difafieded  hand  through  the  county 
ofBreadalbane,  and  pafled  through  a  traft  of  thirty-two  miles  in  three  hours,  but  with- 
out  e6fea. 

The  women's  drefs  is  the  kirch,  or  a  white  piece  of  linen,  pinned  over  the  foreheads 
of  thofe  that  are  married,  and  round  the  hind  part  of  the  head,  falling  behind  orer 
their  necks.  The  fingle  women  wear  only  a  ribband  round  their  head,  which  they  call 
a  fnood.  The  toonag,  or  plaid,  hangs  over  their  flioulders,  and  is  faltened  before  with 
a  brotche  ;  but  in  bad  weather  is  drawn  over  their  heads  :  I  have  alfo  obferved  during 
divine  fervice,  that  they  keep  drawing  it  forward»in  proportion  as  their  attention  in- 
creafes  ;  infomuch  as  to  conceal  at  laft  theu*  whole  face,  as  if  it  was  to  exclude  every 
external  objeft  that  might  interrupt  thdr  devotion.  In  the  county  of  Breadalbane 
many  wear,  when  in  high  dreb,  a  great  pleated  (locking  of  an  enormous  length,  called 
olTan  prealTach :  in  other  refpe£ts,  their  drefs  refembles  that  of  women  of  the  fame  rank 
in  England ;  but  their  condition  is  very  different,  being  little  better  than  fiaves  to  our 
fex. 

This  cullom  of  coveriog  the  ^c^  was  in  old  times  abufed,  and  made  fubfervient  to 
die  purpole  of  intrigue.  By  the  fumptuary  law  of  James  11.  in  1457,  itwas  exprefsly 
pronU)ited.  It  direds  that  **  na  woman  cum  to  kirk,  nor  to  mercat,  with  hir  &ce  mut- 
lalled  or  covered,  that  fcho  may  not  be  kend,  under  the  pane  of  efcheit  of  the  courchie." 
I  fufped  much,  that  the  head-dre£[es  of  the  ladies  were  at  that  time  of  the  prefent  fa- 
Ibionable  altitude ;  fiv  the  fame  ftatute  even  prelimbes  the  mode  of  that  part  of  apparel 
as  well  as  others :  for,  afier  dire^ons  given  to  regulate  the  drefs  of  the  meq,  they  are 
told  ''to  make  th^r  wives  and  dauchters  in  like  manner  be  abuilzed,  ganand  and  cor- 
refpondant  for  their  eftate,  that  is  to  lay,  on  their  head  (hort  curches  with  Uttle  hudes, 
as  ar  ufed  in  Flanders,  England,  and  other  countries ;  and  as  to  their  gowneSi  that  na 
woman  weare  mertrickes  f,  nor  letteis,  nor  tailes  unfitt  in  length,  nor  furred  under,  but 
onahalieday." 

The  manners  of  the  native  Highlanders  may  juftly  be  exprelled  in  thefe  words : 
indolent  to  a  high  degree,  unlefs  roufed  to  war,  or  to  any  animating  amufement ;  or  I 
inay  fay,  irom  experience,  to  lend  any  difinterefted  afllllance  to  the  diftrefled  traveller, 
either  on  direding  him  on  his  way,  or  afibrdiag  their  aid  in  pafling  the  dangerous  tor- 
rents of  the  Highlands  :  hofpitable  to  the  bighed  degree,  aad  full  oi  generofity :  are 
much  affefled  with  the  civility  of  flrangers,  and  have  in  themfelves  a  natural  politenefs 
and  addrefs,  which  often  Sows  from  the  meaneft  when  lead  expected.  TtutHigh  my 
whole,  tour  I  hever  met  with  a  fingle  inftanee  of  national  refte£tion  !  th«r  forbearance 
proves  them  to  be  fuperior  to  the  meannefs  of  retaliation :  I  fear  they  pity  us  ;  bof  T 
hope  not  indifcriroinately.  Are  exceffively  inquifitive  after  your  bufinefs,  your  name, 
and  other  particulars  of  Uttle  confequence  to  them :  mofl  curious  after  the  politics  ol 
the  world,  and  when  they  can  procure  an  old  news-paper,  will  liffeh  to  it  with  all  the 
avidity  of  Shakfpeare's  blackfmi^.  Have  much' pride,  and  confequently  are  impatient 
of  afiironts,' and  revengeful  of  injuries.  Are  decent  in  their  general  behaviour;  it)- 
clined  to  fuperflition,  yet  attentive  to  the  duties  of  religitHi,  and  are  capable  of  giving  a 
moll  diHtn^  account  of  the  principles  of  their  iaith.    But  in  many  parts  of  the  High< 

*  Shaw'iRiA  Moray,  231.  t  Mertrickei  are  Funof  themartiD'i  Rcio. - 
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lands,  their  charad«r  begins  to  be  more  faotif  maiked ;  they  mix  more  mth  tht 
vorld,  and  become  daily  Ids  attached  to  their  chiefe :  the  clans  begin  to  difperfe  tbem- 
felves  tbrouffh  different  porta  of  the  country,  finding  that  their  indullry  and  good  con* 
dnA  afford  them  better  prateAion  {fioce  the  doe  execution  of  the  laws^  than  any  their 
chieftain  can  afford }  and  the  chiemun,  tailing  the  fweets  of  advanced  rents,  and  the 
benefits  of  induftry,  difmifres  from  his  table  the  crowd  of  retainers,  the  former  ioflru- 
ments  of  his  oppreiciion  and  Ireakifh  tyranny. 

Mofl  of  the  antient  fporta  of  the  Highlanders,  fuch  as  archery,  hunting,  fowling,  and 
Bfhing,  are  now  difufed  ;  thofe  retained  are,  throwing  the  putting-ftone,  or  ftone  of 
ftrengih  *,  as  they  call  it,  which  occalions  an  emulation  who  can  throw  a  weighty  one 
the  fartheft.  Throwing  the  penny-flone,  which  anFwers  to  our  coits.  Hie  (hinty,  or 
llriking  of  a  ball  of  wood  or  of  hair ;  this  game  is  played  between  two  parties  in  a 
large  plain,  and  fumiflwd  with  clubs ;  whichever  fide  Ibikes  it  firft  to  then-  own  go^ 
wins  ^e  match. 

TTie  amufemenls  by  thdr  fire-fides  were  the  telling  of  tales,  the  wildeft  and  mod 
extravagant  poflible ;  mufic  was  another :  in  former  times  the  harp  was  the  favourite 
inltrument,  covered  with  leather,  and  hung  with  wire  f,  but  at  prefent  is  quite  loft. 
Bagpipes  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  Danes  -,  this  is  very  Ooubtful, 
1>ut  fliall  be  taken  notice  of  in  the  next  volume ;  the  oldeft  are  played  with  the  mouth, 
the  loudeft  and  mofl  ear-piercing  of  any  wind  mufic ;  the  others,  played  with  the  fin- 
gers only,  are  of  Itifh  origin :  the  6rfl  fuited  the  genius  of  this  warlike  pe<^le,  routed 
their  courage  to  battle,  alarmed  them  when  fecure,  and  collefted  them  when  fcattered. 
This  inflrument  is  become  fcarce  finoe  the  abolition  of  the  power  of  the  chieftains,  and 
the  more  induflrious  tarn  of  the  common  people. 

The  trum,  or  Jew's  harp  |,  would  not  merit  the  mention  among  the  Highland  inflru- 
meAts  of  mufic,  if  it  was  not  to  prove  its  orig^  and  antiquity :  one  made  of  gilt 
brafs  having  been  found  in  Norway  §,  depofited  in  an  urn.    " 

Vocal  mufic  was  much  m  vogue  amongfl  them,  and  their  fongs  were  chiefly  in 
pruTe  of  their  antient  heroes.  I  was  told  that  they  fUU  have  fragments  of  the  flory  of 
flngal  and  others,  which  they  carrol  as  they  go  along :  theTe  vocal  tiaditions  are  the 
foundation  of  the  works  of  Ofhan. 

Aug.  31.  I-eave  Invemefe,  and  continue  my  journey  weft  for  fome  time  by  the 
river-fide;  have  a  fine  view  of  the  plain,  the  Tomman,  the  town,  and  the  diftant  hills. 
After  the  ride  of  about  fix  miles  reached  Loch-Nefe  |),  and  enjoyed  along  its  banks  a 
moft  romantic  and  beautiful  fcenery,  generally  in  woods  of  birch,  or  hazel,  mixed 
a  few  holly,  white-thorn,  afpin,  afh  and  oak,  but  open  enough  in  all  parts  to  admit 
a  fight  of  the  water.  Sometimes  the  road  was  ftraight  for  a  confiderable  diflance,  and 
refembled  a  fine  and  regular  avenue ;  in  others,  it  wound  about  the  fides  of  the  hills 
which  overhung  the  lake ;  the  road  was  frequently  cut  through  the  rock,  which,  on  one 
fide,  formed  a  foUd  wall,  on  the  other,  a  fteep  pedpice.  In.  many  parts,  we  were  im- 
merred  hi  Voods,  in  others,  'they  opened  and  gave  a  view  of  the  fides  BAd  tops  of  tpe 
vafl  motmtains  foaring  above ;  Ibme  of  tttek  were  naked,  but  in  general  covered  w^th 

*  Cloch  neart.  .- 

I  l^jer&ti,  *'  P«  nni(krtl«ftro»prf^  el  mufico-coiici^tu,lY«fjrl7eftreiutuDtnr,«iiju»  chords*  ex 
«c,  tt  non  es  inimalium  inteflinia  factunt,  in  qua  dulcilEme  modulantur." 


.M.^,  ^.  — . oimalium  inteflinia  factum, 

■1  Probably,  aa  «<i  ^qgcnious  friend  fuggcfted,  ttua  fitoold  be  read,  the  Jairt-harp. 

I  Sir  Thomaa  BroWo"^  Hydriotaphii;  p.  8.  '  . 
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wood,  except  on  the  mere  precipices,  or  where  the  grey  rocks  deoied  vegetatbn,  or  ■ 
where  the  heath,  now  glowing  with  purple  blolToms,  covered  (he  furface.  The  form 
of  thefe  hills  was  very  various  and  irregular,  either  broken  into  frequent  precipices,  or 
towering  into  rounded  fummits  ctoathed  with  trees;  but  not  fo  clofe  but  to  admit  a 
fight  of  the  Ikv  between  them.  Thus,  for  many  miles,  there  was  no  poflibility  of  cul- 
tivalicm  ;  yet  this  tra£t  was  occupied  by  diminutive  cattle,  by  fheep,  or  by  goats :  the 
lift  were  pied,  and  lived  moft  luxurioufly  on  the  tender  branches  of  the  trees.  The 
wild  animals  that  poflefled  this  piQurefque  fcene  were  flags  and  roes,  black  game,  and 
grbus  ;  and,  on  the  fummits,  white  hares  and  ptarmigans.  Foxes-  are  fo  numerous 
and  voracious,  that  the  farmers  are  fometimes  forced  to  noufe  their  fheep,  as  is  done  in 
Trance  for  fear  of  the  wolves. 

It  is  to  me  matter  of  furprife  that  no  mention  is  made,  in  the  Poems  of  OHian,  of 
«ur  great  beads  of  prey,  which  mud  have  abounded  in  his  days  ;  for  the  wolf  was  a 
peft  to  the  country  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  bear  exifled  there 
at  lead  till  the  year  IC57,  when  a  Gordon,  for  killing  a  fierce  bear,  was  directed  by 
King  Malcolm  III.  to  carry  three  bear's  heads  in  his  banner  *.  Other  native 
■animals  are  often  mentioned  in  feveral  parts  of  the  workj  and  in  the  five  little 
poems  on  Night,  compofitions  of  as  many  Bards,  evei^  modem  Britifh  beaft  of  chace 
is  enumerated,  the  howling  dog  and  the  howling  fox  defcribed  ;  yet  the  howling  wolf 
omitted,  which  would  have  made  the  bard's  night  much  more  hideous. 

I)r.  Johnfon,  in  his  journal  to  the  Wedem  Ifles,  p.  297,  in  a  flridure  on  a  paflage 
in  one  of  my  Tours,  infinuates  my  belief  in  the  writings  of  Offian  j  but  the  laft  para- 
graph  might  have  evinced  ray  fcepticifra.  In  the  five  fird  lines  of  p.  275  of  the  fame 
work,  by  that  good  and  learned  roan,  is  collected  the  fum  of  tny  belief. 

The  north  fide  of  Loch-Nefs  is  far  Icfs  beautiful  than  the  fouth.  In  general,  the 
hills  are  lefs  high,  but  very  fteep ;  in  a  very  few  places  covered  with  brufh-wood,  but 
in  general  very  naked,  from  the  Aiding  of  the  ftrata  down  their  doping  fides.  About 
ihe  middle  is  Cadle  Urquhart,  a  fortrefs  founded  on  a  rock  projefling  into  the  lake,  and 
was  faid  to  have  been  the  feat  of  the  once  powerful  Cummms,  and  to  have  been  de- 
flroyed  by  Edward  I.  Near  it  is  the  broaded  part  of  the  Loch,  occafioned  by  a  bay 
near  the  caflle. 

Above  is  Glen-Moridon,  and  eafl  of  that  Straith-Glas,  the  Chifolm's  country  ;  in 
.  •  both  of  which  are  foreds  of  pines,  where  the  rare  bird,  ^he  cock  of  the  wood,  is  dill 
to  be  met  with  ;  perhaps  in  thofe  near  Cadle  Grant.  Formerly  was  common  through- 
out the  Highlands,  and  was  called  Capercalze,  and  Auercalze,  and  in  the  old  law  books, 
Capercally.  The  variety  of  the  black  game, mentioned  by  M.  BrilTon,  under  theoame 
of  Coq.  de  Bruyere  fiqueti.,  was  a  mixed  breed  between  thefe  two  birds ;  but  I  could  not 
hear  that  any  at  prefent  were  to  be  found  in  North  Britain.  Unnxus  has  met  with 
f  hem  in  Sweden,  and  defcribes  them  under  the  title  of  Tetrao  cauda  bifurca  fubtiu  albo 
fun^ata.  At  Glen-Morifton  is  a  manofo£ture  of  linen,  where  forty  girls  at  a  time  arc 
taught  for  three  months  to  fpin,  and  then  another  forty  taken  in :  there  are  befides  fix 
'  looms,  and  all  fupported  out  of  the  forfeited  lands. 

Above  is  the  great  mountain  Meal  Fourvounkh ;  the  firft  land  failors  make  from 
.  iheead  fea. 

I  was  informed  that  in  that  neighbourhood  are  glens  and  cafcades  of  furprifing  beauty, 
but  my  time  did  not  permit  me  to'  vifit  them. 

Dined  at  a  poor  inn  near  the  General's  Hut,  or  the  place  where. General  Wade  re. 

Uded  when  he  inf^iefted  the-  great  work  of  the  roads,  and  gave  one  rare  example  of 

*  Hift.  Gordonif  1.  p.  1. 
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making  the  foldiery  ufeful  in  time  of  peace.  Near  is  a  fine  glen  covered  at  the  bot- 
tom with  wood,  through  which  runs  a  torrent  rifing  fouthward.  The  coimtry  alfo  is 
prettily  varied  with  woods  and  corn-fields. 

About  a  mile  farther  is  the  fatl  of  Fyers,  a  vaft  cataraft  in  a  darkfome  glen  of  a  flu- 
pendous  depth  ;  the  water  darts  far  beneath  the  top  through  a  narrow  gap  between 
two  rocks,  then  precipitates  above  forty  feet  lower  into  the  bottom  of  the  chafm,  and 
the  foam,  like  a  great  ctoiid  of  fmoke,  rifes  and  fills  the  air.  The  fides  of  this  glen  are 
vail  precipices  mixed  with  trees  over-hanging  the  water,  through,  which,  after  a  Ihort 
fpace,  the  waters  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  lake. 

-  About  half  a  mile  fouth  of  the  firfl  fall  is  another  pafling  through  a  narrow  chafm, 
whofe  fides  it  has  undermined  for  a  confiderable  way  ;  ovei>the  gap  is  a  true  Alpine 
bridge  .of  the  bodies  erf  trees  covered  with  fods,  from  whofe  middle  is  an  aweful  view  of 
the  water  roaring  beneath. 

At  the  fall  of  Foher  the  road  quits  the  fide  of  the  lake,  and  is  carried  for  fome  fpace 
through  a  fniall  vale  on  the  fide  of  the  river  Fyers,  where  is  a  mixture  of  fmall  plains 
of  com  and  rocky  hills. 

.  Then  fuccceds  a  long  and  dreary  moor,  a  tedious  afcent  up  the  mountain  See-chui- 
inin,  or  Cummin's  feat,  whofe  furamit  is  of  a  great  height  and  very  craggy.  Defcend 
a  fieep  road,  leave  on  the  right  Loch-1'aarf,  a  fmall  irregular  piece  of  water,  decked 
with  htlJe  wooded  ifles,  and  abounding  with  char.     After  a  fecond  fteep  defcent,  reach 

Fort  Auguftus  *,  a  fmail  fortrefs,  feated  on  a  plain  at  the  head  of  Lock-Nefs,  be- 
tween the  rivers  Taarf  and  Oich  ;  the  la(t  is  confiderable,  and  has  over  it  a  bridge  of 
three  arches.  The  fort  confills  of  four  bafUons  ;  within  is  the  governor's  houfe,  and 
barracks  for  400  men  :  it  was  taken  by  the  rebels  in  1746,  who  immediately  deferted' 
it,  after  demoUflimg  what  they  could. 

Loch-Nefs  is  twenty-two  miles  in  length,  the  breadth  from  one  to  two  mtles,  except 
near  Caftle  Urquhart,  where  it  fwells  out  to  three.  The  depth  is  very  great ;  oppo- 
lite  to  the  rock  called  the  horfe-lhoe,  near  the  wed  end,  it  has  been  found  to  be  140 
fathoms.  From  an  eminence  near  the  fort  is  a  full  view  of  its  whole  extent,  for  it  is 
perfef^ly  (Iraight,  running  from  eaft  to  weft,  with  a  point  to  the  fouth.  'I'he  boundary 
from  the  fall  of  Fyers  is  very  fteep  and  rocky,  which  obliged  General  Wade  to  make 
that  detour  from  its  banks,  partly  on  account  of  the  expence  in  cutting  through  fo 
much  folid  rock,  partly  through  an  apprehenfion  that,  in  cafe  of  a  rebellion,  the  troops 
might  be  deftroyed  in  their  march,  by  the  tumbling  down  of  ftones  by  the  enemy 
from  above  :  befides  this,  a  prodigious  arch  muft  have  been  flung  over  the  Glen  of 
Fyers. 

This  lake,  by  reafon  of  its  great  depth,  never  freezes,  andj  during  cold  weather,  a 
violent  fteam  rifes  from  it  as  from  a  furnace.  Ice  brought  from  other  parts,  and  put 
into  Loch-Nefs,  inftantly  thaws  j  but  no  water  freezes  fooner  than  that  of  the  tak« 
when  brought  into  a  houfe.  Its  water  is  efteemed  very  falubrious,  fo  that  people  come 
or  fend  thirty  miles  for  it :  old  Lord  Lovat  in  particular  made  conftant  uf™  of  it. 
But  it  is  certain,  whether  jt  be  owing  to  the  water,  or  to  the  air  of  that  neighbourhood, 
that  for  feven  years  the  garifon  of  Fort  Augullus  had  not  loft  a  fingle  man. 

The  fifti  of  this  lake  are  falmon,  which  are  in  feafon  from  Chriftmas  to  Midfummer ; 
trout&  of  about  two  pound  weight,  pikes  and  eels.  During  winter,  it  is  frequented  by 
fwans  and  other  wild  fowls. 

*  III  Erfe  ntirne  is  KiUchuimin,  or  the  burial  place  of  the  Cummint.  It  lies  on  ibe  road  to  the  IHe  nf 
Skic,  which  ia  about  Gfcy-ctvo  miles  off ;  but  on  the  whole  way,  there  is  not  a  place  fit  for  the  receptian 
of  manorhorre.  ;  ' 
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The  greateft  rife  of  water  In  Loch-Nefs  is  fourteen  feet.  The  lakes  from  whence  it 
receives  its  fupplies  are  Ixjch-Oich,  Loch-Garrie,  and  Loch-Quich.  There  is  but 
very  little  navigation  on  it ;  the  only  veflel  is  a  gaily  belonging  to  the  fort,  to  bring 
the  ftores  from  the  eaft  end,  the, river  Nefs  bang  too  Iballow  for  navigation. 

It  is  violently  agitated  by  the  winds,  and  at  times  the  waves  are  quite  mountainous, 
November  ift,  17551  at  the  fame  time  as  the  earthquake  at  Lifbon,  thefe  waters  were 
affefted  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  :  they  rofe  and  flowed  up  the  lake  from  eaft 
to  weft  with  vaft  impetuofity,  and  were  carried  above  200  yards  up  the  river  Oichf 
breaking  on  its  banks  in  a  wave  near  three  feet  high  ;  then  continued  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  ;  but  at  eleven  o'clock,  a  wave  greater  than  any  of  the 
reft  came  up  the  river,  broke  on  the  north  fide,  and  overflowed  the  bank  for  the  ex- 
tent of  thirty  feet.  A  boat  near  the  General's  Hut,  loaden  with  brufh-wood,  was 
thrice  driven  afhore,  and  twice  carried  back  again;  but  the  laft  time,  the  rudder  was 
broken,  the  wood  forced  out,  and  ihe  boat  filled  with  water  and  left  on  fliore.  At 
the  fame  time,  a  little  ifle,  in  a  fmall  loch  in  Badenoch,  was  totally  reverfed  and  flung 
on  the  beach.    But  at  both  thefe  places  no  agitation  was  felt  on  land. 

Sept.  I .  Rode  to  the  caftle  of  Tor-down,  a  rock  two  miles  weft  of  Fort  Auguftus  ; 
on  the  fummit'is  an  antient  fortrefs.  The  face  of  this  rock  is  a  precipice ;  on  the 
.  acceflible  fide  is  a  ftrong  dyke  of  loofe  ftones,  above  that  a  ditch,  and  a  little  higher  d 
terrafs  fupported  by  ftones ;  on  the  top,  3  fmall  oval  area  hollow  in  the  middle ;  round 
this  area,  for  the  depth  of  near  twelve  feet,  are  a  quantity  of  ftones  ftrangely  cemented 
with  almoft  vitrified  matter,  and  in  fome  places  quite  turned  into  black  icoria ;  the 
ftones  were  generally  granite,  mixed  with  a  few  grit-ftones  of  a  kind  not  found  nearer 
the  place  than  forty  miles.  Whether  this  was  the  antient  file  of  fome  forge,  or  whe- 
ther the  ftones  which  form  this  fortrefs  '  had  been  collefted  from  the  ftrata  of  fome 
volcano,  (for  the  veftiges  of  fucb  are  faid  to  have  been  found  iu  the  Highlands)  I  fub- 
mit  to  farther  inquiry, 

'  From  this  rock  is  a  view  of  Ben-ki,  a  vaft  craggy  mountain  above  Glen-Garrie's 
country.  Towards  the  fouth  is  the  high  mountain  Coryarich :  the  afcent  from  this 
fide  is  nine  mites,  but  on  the  other  the  defcent  into  Badenoch  is  very  rapid,  and  not 
above  one,  the  road  being,  for  the  eafe  of  the  traveller,  cut  into  a  »ig-zag  fafliion. 
People  often  perifli  on  the  fummit  of  this  hill,  which  is  frequently  vifited  during  winter 
with  dreadful  ftorms  of  fnow. 

Sept.  2.  After  a  ftiort  ride  weftward  along  the  plain,  reach  Loch-Oich,  a  narrow 
lake  i  the  fides  prettily  indented,  and  the  water  adorned  with  fmall  wooded  ifles.  Oa 
the  fliore  is  Glen  Garrie,  the  feat  of  Mr.  M'Donald,  almoft  furrounded  with  wood, 
and  not  far  diftant  is  the-ruin  of  the  old  caftle.  This  lake  is  about  four  miles  long; 
the  road  on  the  fouth  fide  is  excellent,  and  often  carried  through  very  pleafant  woods. 

After  a  fmall  interval,  arrive  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Lochy,  a  fine  piece  of  water 
fourteen  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  two  broad.  The  diftant  mountains  on  the  north 
were  of  an  immenfe  height ;  thofe  ort  the  fouth  had  the  appearance  of  flieep-walks. 
The  road  is  continued  on  the  fide  of  the  lake  about  eight  miles.  On  the  oppofite 
fliore  was  Achnacarrie,  once  the  feat  of  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  but  burnt  in  1746.  He 
was  efteemed  by  all  parties  the  honefteft  and  moft  fenfible  man  of  any  that  embarted 
iil  the  pernicious  and  abfurd  attempt  of  that  and  the  preceding  year,  and  was  a  me- 
lancholy inftance  of  a  fine  underftanding  and  a  well  intending  heart,  over-powered 
by  the  unhappy  prejudices  of  education.    By  his  influence,  he  prevented  the  Rebels 

*  I  was  informed  tbat  at  Ari&ig  is  an  old  caRIc  formed  of  the  fame  materiala. 
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from  coninutting  feveral  excefles,  and  even  faved  the  city  of  Glafgow  from  being  plun- 
dered, when  their  army  retumeil  out  of  England,  irritated  with  their  difappointmen^, 
and  enraged  at  the  loyalty  that  city  had  fhewn.  The  Pretender  came  to  him  as  Toon  as 
ever  he  landed.  '  Lochiel  feeing  him  arrive  in  fo  wild  a  manner,  and  fo  unTupportcd, 
entreated  him  to  defift  from  an  enterprise  from  which  nothing  but  cert^n  ruin  could 
refutt  to  him  and  his  'partizans.  The  adventurer  grew  warm,  and  reproached  Lochiet 
with  a  breach  of  promife.  This  afie^led  hiin  fo  deeply,  that  he  inilantly  went  and 
took,  a  tender  and  moving  leave  of  his  lady  and  family,  imagining  he  was  on  the  point 
of  pasting  with  them  for  ever.  The  income  of  his  eltate  was  at  that  time,  as  I  was 
told,  not  above  700I.  per  annum,  yet  he  brought  fourteen  hundred  men  into  the  field. 

The  waters  of  this  lake  form  the  river  Lochy,  and  difcharge  themfelves  into  the- 
weftem  fea,  as  thofe  of  Loch-Oich  do  through  L'jch-Ne&  into  the  eaftern.  About  the 
beginning  of  this  lake  enter  Lochaber*j  ftop  at  Low-bridge,  a  pojr  houfei  travel 
over  a  black  moor  for  fome  miles ;  fee  abundance  of  cattle,  but  fcarce  any  corn.  Crofs 

High-bridge,  a  fine  bridge  of  three  arches  flung  over  the  torrent  Spean,  founded  on 
rocks ;  two  of  the  arches  are  ninety-five  feet  high.  This  bridge  was  built  by  General 
Wade,  in  order  to  form  a  communication  with  the  country.  Thefe  public  works  were 
at  firit  very  difagreeable  to  the  old  chieftains,  and  lelTened  their  influence  greatly ;  for, 
by  admitting  llrangers  among  them,  their  clans  were  taught  that  the  Lairds  were  not 
the  firll  of  men.  But  they  had  another  reafon  much  more  folid ;  Lochaber  had  been 
a  den  of  thieves ;  and,  as  long  as  they  had  then*  waters,  then:  torrents  and  th«r  bogs, 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  they  made  their  excurfions,  could  plunder  and  retreat  with  their 
booty  in  full  fecurity.  So  weak  were  the  laws  in  many  parts  of  North  Britain,  till  after 
the  late  rebellion,  thatno  ftop  could  be  put  to  this  infamous  praftice.  A  contribution, 
ctlled  the  Black-mail,  was  raifed^by  feveral  of  thefe  plundering  chieftains  over  a  vaft 
extent  of  country :  whoever  paid  it  had  their  cattle  enfured,  but  thofe  who  dared  to 
lefufe  were  fure  to  fuffer.  Many  of  thefe  freebooters  were  wont  to  infert  an  article, 
by  which  they  were  to  be  releafed  from  their  agreement,  in  cafe  of  any  civil  commo« 
tion :  thus,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  rebellion,  a  M'Gregort*  who  had  with  the 
ftri£teft  honour  (till  that  event)  preferved  his  friends'  cattle,  immediately  ferit'  them 
word,  that  from  that  time  they  were  out  of  his  prote£tion,  and  muft  now  take  care  of 
themfelves.  Barriidaie  was  anothei*  of  this  clafs,  chief  of  a  band  of  robbers,  who 
fpread  terror  over  the  whole  country :  but  the  Highlanders  at  that  time  efteemed  the 
open  theft  of  cattle,  or  the  making  a  creacb,  (as  they  call  it,)  by  no  means  difhonour- 
able ;  and  the  young  men  conflidered  it  a  piece  of  gallantry,  by  whicfi  they  recom- 
mended themfelves  to  their  miftrelTes.  On  the  other  fide,  there  was  often  as  much 
bravery  in  the  purfuers ;  for  frequent  battles  enfued,  and  much  blood  has  been  fpilt 
on  thefe  occafions.  They  alfo  fhewed  great  dexterity  in  tracing  the  robbers,  not  only 
through  the  boggy  land,  but  over  the  finneft  ground,  and  even  over  places  where 
other  cattle  had  pafled,  knoning  well  how  to  mllinguifh  the  fteps  of  thofe  that  were 
wandering  about  from  thofe  that  were  driven  haftily  away  by  the  freebooters. 

From  the  road  had  a  diftant  view  of  the  mountains  of  Arifaig,  beyond  which  were 
Moydart,  Kinlodi,  &c.  At  the  end  of  Loch-ftiiel  the  Pretender  firft  fet  up  his  ftand- 
ard  in  the  wildeit  place  that  imagination  can  frame :  and  in  this  fequeftered  fpot, 
anudil  antient  prejudices,  and  prevailing  ignorance  of  the  bleffings  of  our  happy  conlB- 
tution,  the  ftrength  of  the  rebellion  lay. 

'  *  So  cilkd  from  a  lake  not  far  from  Fort  W31iam,  near  whofe  bankt  Banqiio  wai  laid  to  hare  been 
nsTikrcd.  t  Who  aiTumed  the  name  of  Graham, 
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Pafs  by  the  river  Lochy,  now  conftderable.  See  Inverlochy  caftle,  with  large  round 
towers»  which,  by  the  mode  of  building,  feems  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Englilh, 
in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  who  laid  large  fines  on  the  Scotch  barons  for  the  purpofe  rf 
ereSing  new  caftles.  The  largeft  of  thefe  towers  is  called  Cummin's:  But  long  prior 
to  thefe  ruins  Inverlochy  had  been  a  place  of  great  note,  a  mofl  opulent  city,  remark- 
able for  the  vaft  refort  of  French  and  Spaniards  ",  probably  on  account  of  4rade.  It 
was  alfo  a  feat  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  for  here  Achaius  In  the  year  790  figned  (as 
is  reported)  the  league  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  between  himfelf  and  Charlemagne.  la 
after-times  it  was  utterly  deftroycd  by  the  Danes,  and  never  again  reflored. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place  were  fought  two  tierce  battles,  oiie  between 
Donald  Balloch,  brother  to  Alexander  Lord  of  the  ifles,  who  with  a  great  power  in- 
vaded Lochaber  in  the  year  1427  :  he  was  met  by  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  C^thnefc,  the 
lalt  was  flain,  and  their  forces  totally  defeated  f.  Balloch  returned  to  the  ifles  with 
vail  booty,  the  object  of  thofe  plundering  chieftains.  Here  alfo  the  Campbells,  under 
the  Maquis  of  Argyle  in  February  1645,  i^eceived  from  Montrofe,  an  overthrow  fatal 
to  numbers  of  that  gallant  name.  Fifteen  hundred  fell  in  the  a£lion,  and  in  the  pui-- 
fuit,  with  the  lofs  only  of  three  to  the  royalifts.  Sir  Thomas  Oglevie,  tbr  fri«id  of 
Montrofe,  died  of  his  wounds.     His  death  fupprefied  all  joy  for  the  victory. 

At  Inverlochy  is  Fort  William,  built  in  King  William's  reign  ;  as  was  a  finall  town 
near  it  called  Maryborough,  in  honour  of  his  Queen  ;  but,  prior  to  that,  had  been  a 
fmall  fortrefs,  ere61ed  by  General  Monk,  with  whofe  people  the  &mous  Sir  Ewen 
-Cameron  \  had  numerous  contefls.  The  prefent  fort  is  a  triangle,  has  two  badions, 
-and  is  capable  of  admitting  a  garrifon  of  800  men.  It  was  well  defended  againd  the 
Rebels  in  1746,  who  raifed  the  fiege  with  much  difgrace.  It  was  alfo  attempted  by 
thofe  of  1715,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  fort  lies  on  a  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  called 
Lochiel,  which  extends  fome  miles  higher  up  the  countiy,  making  a  bend  to  the 
north,  and  extends  likewife  wellward  towards  the  ifle  of  Mull,  near  twenty-four  Scotch 
miles. 

This  fort  on  the  weft,  and  Fort  Auguftus  in  the  centre,  and  Fort  Geort^e  on  the 
eaft,  form  what  is  called  the  chain,  from  fea  to  fea.  This  fpace  is  called  Glen-more, 
or  the  great  glen,  which,  including  water  and  land,  is  almoft  a  level  of  feventy  miles. 
There  is,  in  raft  but  litde  land,  but  what  is  divided  by  firth,  loch,  or  river  j  except  the 
two  miles  which  lie  between  Loch-Oich  and  Loch-Lochy,  called  Lagan-achadrom.  By 
means  of  Fort  George,  all  entrance  up  the  firth  towards  Invernefs  ia  prevented.  Fort 
Auguftus  curbs  the,inhabitants  midway,  and  Fort  William  is  a  check  to  any  attempts 
in  the  weft.  Detachments  are  made  from  all  thefe  garrifons  to  Invernefs  Bernera  bar- 
rack oppofite  to  the  Ifle  of  Skie,  and  Caftle  Duait  in  the  llle  of  Mull  §.  Oth«-  fmall 
panies  are  alfo  fcattered  in  huts  throughout  the  country,  to  prevent  the  dealing  of 
cattle. 

Fort  William  is  furrounded  by  vaft  mountains,  which  occafion  almoft  perpetual  rain : 
the  loftieft  are  on  the  fouth  fide ;  Benevifli  foars  above  the  reft,  and  ends,  as  I  was  told, 
in  i  point,  (at  this  time  concealed  in  mift)  whofe  height  from  the  fea  is  faid  to  be  1450 
yards.  As  an  antient  Briton,  I  lament  the  difgrace  of  Snowdon,  once  efteemed  the 
higheft  hill  in  the  ifland,  but  now  muft  yield  the  palm  to  a  Caledonian  mountain* 

*  Boeihius.  Scot.  Regni  Defer.  4.  f  Buchanan,  lib   x.  c.  jj. 

X  Who  U  faid  to  have  killed  the  Ult  wolf  ia  Scotland,  about  the  year  1680.  Memoirs  of  ihit  celebrated 
chieftain  are  given  in  the  Appendix. 
■      f  I  was  iiifuTineil  that  coal  has  lately  been  difcovered  in  this  I'llind.     What  advantage  may  not  this 
prova,  in  eftablilhmcati  of  manufaAures,  ia  a  country  jult  louftd  from  the  Up  of  indoleDce  1 

But 
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But  I  have  my  doubts  whether  this  might  not  be  rivalled,  or  perhaps  furpafTod,  ty 
others  in  the  fame  country  ;  for  examples  Ben  y  bourd,  a  central  hilt,  from  whence  to 
the  fea  there  is  a  continued  and  rapid  defcent  of  fcventy  miles,  as  may  be  feen  by  the 
violent  courfe  of  the  Dee  to  Aberdeen.  But  their  height  has  not  yet  been  taken, 
which  to  be  done  feirly  muft  be  from  the  fea.  Benevifli,  as  well  as  many  others,  har- 
bours fnow  throughout  the  year. 

The  bad  weather  which  reigned  during  my  flay  in  thefe  parts,  prevented  me  from 
vifiting  the  celebrated  parallel  roads  in  Glen-Roy.  As  I  am  unable  to  fatisfy  the  curi- 
ofity  of  the  reader  from  my  own  obfervation,  I  ihall  deliver  in  the  Appendix  the  infor- 
mation I  could  collet  relating  to  thefe  amazing  works. 

The  great  produce  of  Lochaber  is  cattle ;  that  didrid  alone  fends  out  annually 
3000  head  ;  but  if  a  portion  of  Invernefsftiire  is  included,  of  which  this  prt^rly  is 
part,  the  number  is  1 0,000.  There  are  alfo  a  few  horfes  bred  here,  and  a  very  few 
fheep  ;  but  of  late  feveral  have  been  imported.  Scarce  any  arable  land,  for  the  excef- 
five  wet  which  reigns  here  almoft  totally  prevents  the  growth  of  com,  and  what  little 
there  is  fit  for  tillage  lets  at  ten  Ihillings  an  acre.  The  inhabitants  of  thi&  diftricl  are 
therefore  obliged,  for  their  fupport,  to  import  6000  bolls  of  oatmeal  annually,  which 
coft  about  4000I. ;  the  rents  are  about  joocl.  />er  annum  ;  the  return  for  their  c^ttte  is' 
about  7500I. ;  the  horfes  may  produce  fome  trifle  ;  fo  that  the  tenants  muft  content 
themfelves  with  a  very  fcanty  fubfiftence,  without  the  profpefl  of  faving  the  leaft 
againft  unforefeen  accidents.  The  rage  of  raifing  rents  has  reached  this  diitant  coun- 
try :  in  England  there  may  be  reafon  for  it,  (in  3  certain  degree)  where  the  value  of 
lands  is  increafed  by  acceflion  of  commerce,  and  by  the  rife  of  provifions :  but  here 
(contrary  to  ail  policy)  the  great  men  begin  al  the  wrong  end,  with  fqueezing  the  bag, 
before  they  have  helped  the  poor  tenant  to  fill  it,  by  the  introduftion  of  manufadures. 
In  many  of  the  ifles  this  alr^idy  fhews  its  unhappy  effedt,  and  begins  to  depopulate  the 
country-  i  for  numbers  of  families  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  the  ftrong  attachment 
the  Scots  in  general  have  for  their  country,  and  to  exchange  it  for  the  wilds  of 
America. 

The  houfes  of  the  peafants  in  Lochaber  are  the  mod  wretched  that  can  be  imagined ; 
framed  of  upright  poles,  whith  are  wattled  ;  the  roof  is  formed  of  boughs  like  a  wig- 
wam, and  the  whole  is  covered  with  fods  ;  fo  that  in  this  moid  climate  their  cottages 
have  a  perpetual  and  much' finer  verdue  than  the  reft  of  the  country. 

Salmons  are  taken  in  thefe  parts  as  late  as  May;  about  50  tons  are  caught  in  the 
feafon.  .Thefe  fifb  never  appear  fo  eaHy  on  this  coaftas  on  theeaftem. 

Phinocs  are  taken  here  in  great  numbers,  1500  having  been  taken  at  a  draught. 
They  come  in  Auguft,  and  difappear  in  November.  They  are  about  a  foot  long,  their 
colour  grey,  fpotted  with  black,  their  flcfh  red  ;  rife  eagerly  to  a  fly.  The  fifhermen 
fuppofe  them  to  be  the  young  of  what  they  call  a  great  trout,  weighing  30lb.  which  I 
fuppofe  is  the  grey  •. 

September  i|th,  left  Fort  Wiiliam,  and  proceeded  fouth  along  the  military  road  on 
the  fide  of  a  hill,  an  awful  height  above  Loch-Leven  t,  a  branch  of  the  fea,  fo  narrow 
as  to  have  only  the  appearance  of  a  river,  bounded  on  both  fides  with  vafl:  mountains, 
among  whofe  winding  bottoms  the  tide  rolled  in  with-  folemn  majefty.  The  fcenery 
begins  to  grow  very  romantic  ;  on  the  weft  fide  are  fome  woods  of  birch  and  pines : 
the  hills  are  very  lofty,  many  of  them  taper  to  a  point ;  and  my  old  friend,  the  late 

•  Br.  Zool.  III.  No.  144- 

t  Tbe  country  people  hare  a  moA  fupcrftiliout  delirc  of  bciDg  buried  in  the  little  ide  of  Mun,  in  thti 

worthy        , 
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worthy  biQiop  Pocock,  compared .  the  fliape  of  one  to  mount  Tabor.  Beneath  them 
is  Glen-Co,  infamous  for  the  maflfacre  of  its  inhabitants  in  1691,  and  celebrated  for 
having  (as  fome  aflert)  given  birth  to  Ofliani  towards  the  north  is  Morven,  the  coun- 
try of  his  hero  Fingal. 

*•  The  fcenery  •  of  this  valley  is  far  the  mofl;  pidurefque  ofanyin  the  Highlands, 
being  fo  wild  and  uncommon  that  it  never  fails  to  attraft  the  eye  of  every  ftranger  of 
the  ieaft  degree  of  tade  or  fenfibility.  The  entrance  to  it  is  urongly  marked  by  the 
craggy  mountain  of  Buachal-ety,  a  little  weft  of  the  King's  houfe.  All  the  others 
mountains  of  Glen-Co  refemble  it,  and  are  evidently  but  naked  and  folid  rocks,  rifmg 
on  each  fide  perpendicularly  to  a  great  height  from  a  flat  narrow  bottom,  fo  that  in  many 
places  they  feem  to  hang  over,  and  make  approaches,  as  they  afpire,  towards  each  other. 
The  tops  of  the  ridge  of  hills  on  one  fide  are  irregularly  ferrated  for  three  or  four  miles* 
and  ftiot  in  places  into  fpires,  which  form  the  molt  magnificent  part  of  the  fcenery  above 
Ken- Lock -Levpn.  In  the  middle  of  the  valley  is  a  fmall  lake,  and  from  it  runs  the 
river  CoSn,  or  Cona,  celebrated  in  the  works  of  Offian.  Indeed  no  place  could  be 
more  happily  calculated  than  this  for  forming  the  talle  and  infpiring  the  genius  of  fuch 
a  poet. 

"The  principal  native  animals  on  the  mountains  of  Glen-Co  are  red  deer,  Alpine 
hares,  foxes,  eagles,  ptarmigans,  aj^d  a  few  moor-fowl.  1 1  is  remarkable  that  the  com* 
mon  hare  was  never  feen  either  here,  in  Glen-Creran,  or  Glen-Ety,  till'the  military 
roads  were  made.  The  partridge  is  a  bird  but  lately  known  here,  and  is  Hill  rare. 
There  are  neither  rats  nor  vipers. 

"  In  Glen-Co  are  fix  farms,  forming  a  rent  of  241I.  per  annum  :  the  only  crops  are 
oats,  bear  and  potatoes.  The  increafe  of  oats  is  three  bolls  and  a  half  from  one ;  of 
bear  four  or  Bve.  But  the  inhabitants  cannot  fubfift  upon  their  harveft  :  about  three 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  meal  is  annually  imported.  They  fell  about  feven .  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  black  cattle ;  but  keep  only  Iheep  and  goats  for  the  ufe  of  private 
families  :  neither  butter  or  cheefe  is  made  for  fale.  The  men  fervants  are  paid  in 
kind;  and  commonly  married, 

**  Glen-Co  lies  in  the  united  pariihes  of  Lifmore  and  Appin,  and  contains  *  abou  tibur 
hundred  inhabitants,  who  arevifited  occafionally  by  a  preacher  from  Appin." 

Leave  on  the  left  a  vaft  cataraf^,  precipitating  itfelf  in  a  great  fbantfng  Ifaeet  between 
two  lofty  j)erpendicular  rocks,  with  trees  growing  out  of  the  fiSureSj  forming  a  large 
ftream,  called  the  water  of  Boan. 

Breakfad  at  the  little  village  of  Kinloch-Leven  on  moft  excellent  tninced  flag,  the 
only  form  I  thought  that  animal  good  in. 

Near  this  village  is  a  fingle  farm  fourteen  miles  long,  which  lets  for  only  35I  per 
annum  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  perhaps  not  very  cheap. 

Saw  here  a.  quern,  a  fort  of  portable  mill,  made  of  two  flones  about  two  feet  broad, 
thin  at  the  edges,  and  a  little  thicker  in  the  middle.  In  the  centre  of  the  upper  Hone  is 
a  hole  to  pour  in  the  corn,  and  a  peg  by  way  of  handle.  The  whole  is  placed  on  a 
cloth ;'  the  grinder  pours  the  corn  into  the  hole  with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other 
turns  round  the  upper  Aone  with  a  very  rapid  motion,  while  the  meal  runs  out  at  the 
£des  on  the  cloth.  This  is  rather  prclerved  as  a  curiofity,  being  much  out  of  ufe  aC 
prefent.  Such  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  with  what  are  common  among  the  Moors, 
being  the  fimple  fubflitute  of  a  mill. 

*  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johu  Stuart  of  Killin  for  (he  defcriptioii  of  thi't  curiout  valley,  having 
•dy  bad  a  <di(laiit  view  of  it.  f  Repoit  of  tbc  VilUation,  &c.  1  ;6o. 
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Immediately  after  leaving  Kinloch-I>ven  the  mountains  foar  to  a  fer  greater  height 
than  before  ;  the  lides  are  covered  with  wood,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  glens  filled  with 
torrents  that  roar  amidd  the  loofe  ftones.  After  t  ride  of  two  miles  begin  to  afcend 
the  black  mountain,  in  Argylcfhtre,  on  a  flieep  road,  which  continues  about  three  miles 
almofl  to  the  fummit,  and  is  certainly  the  highed  public  road  in  Great  Britain.  On  thti 
other  fide  the  defcent  is  fcarce  a  mile,  but  is  very  rapid  down  a  -zig-zag  way.  Reach 
the  King's  houfe,  featedjn  a  plain  :  it  was  built  for  the  accommodation  of  His  Majefly's 
troops,  in  their  march  through  this  defolate  country,  but  is  in  a  manner  unfumiOied. 

Pafs  near  Loch-Talla,  a  long  narrow  piece  of  water,  with  a  fmall  pine  wood  on  its 
fide.  A  few  weather-beaten  pines  and  birch  appear  fcattered  up  and  down,  aqrf  in  all 
the  bogs  great  numbers  of  roots,  that  evince  the  foreft  that  covered  the  country  within 
this  half  century.  Thefe  wer  the  laft  pines  which  I  faw  growing  fpontaneoufly  in 
North  Britain.  The  pine  forells  are  become  very  rare :  I  can  enumerate  only  thofe  oa 
the  banksof  Loch-Rannoch,  at  Invercauld,  and  Brae-Mar-;  at  Coygach  and  Dirry- 
Monach;  theiirft  in  Straithnavern,  the  laft  in  Sutherland.  Thofe  about  Loch-Loyn, 
Glen-Morrifton,  and  Straith-Glas  ;  a  fmall  one  near  Loch-Garrie  ;  another  near  Loch- 
Arkig,  and  a  few  fcattered  trees  above  Kinloch-Leven,  all  in  InvernefsOiire  ;  and  I  was 
alfo  informed  that  there  are  very  conliderable  woods  about  Caftle-Grant.  I  faw  only 
one  fpecies  of  pine  in  thofe  I  vifited  :  nor  could  I  learn  whether  there  was  any  other 
than  what  is  vulgarly  called  the  Scotch  Fir,  whofe  fynonyms  are  thefe : 

Piniafylve/irisfoliisbrevibusglauciSiCmisparvisdibentibus.  Raii  bill.  pi.  1401.  fyn, 
ftirp.  Br.  442. 

Pinuifyhefirit,     Gerard's  herb.     1356.  Lin.  fp.  pi.  1418.'  Flora  Angl.  351. 

Pin  d'EcoJfe,  ou  de  Geneve.     Du  Hamel  Traite  des  Arbres.  II.   125.     Nxj.  5. 

Fyrre.     Strom.  Sondmor.   12. 

Moft  of  this  long  day's  journey  from  the  black  mountain  was  truly  melancholy,  al- 
moft  one  continued  fcene  of  duflcy  moors,  without  arable  land,  trees,  houfes,  or  living 
creatures,  for  numbers  of  miles.  The  names  of  the  wild  tra£ts  I  pafled  through  were, 
Buachil-ety  Corricha-ba,  and  Bendoran. 

The  roads  are  excellent ;  but  from  Fort-William  to  Kinloch-Leven,  very  injudici- 
ouDy  planned,  often  carried  izi  about,  and  often  fo  fteep  as  to  be  fcarce  furmountable  ; 
whereas  had  the  engineer  followed  the  track  ufed  by  the  inhabitants,  thofe  incon- 
veniencies  would  have  been  avoided. 

Thefe  roads,  by  rendering  the  Highlands  acceflible,  contributed  much  to  their  prefent 
improvement,  and  were  owing  to  the  induftry  of  our  foldiery;  they  were  begun  ia 
1723  •,  under  the  directions  of  General  Wade,  who,  like  another  Hannibal,  forced  his 
way  through  rocks  fuppofed  to  have  been  unconquerable  :  many  of  them  hang  over 
the  mighty  lakes  of  the  countrj',  and  formerly  afforded  no  other  road  to  the  natives 
than  the  paths  of  (hecp  or  goats,  where  even  the  Highlander  crawled  with  difficulty,  and 
kept  himfelf  from  tumbling  into  the  ftir-fubjacent  water  by  clinging  to  the  plants  and 
balhes  of  the  rock.  Many  of  thefe  rocks  were  too  hard  to  yield  to  the  pick.ax,  and  t[ie 
miner  was  obliged  to  fubdue  their  obftinacy  with  gunpowder,  and  often  in  places  wliere 
nature  had  denied  him  fooling,  and  where  he  was  forced  to  begin  his  labours,  fufpended 
from  above  by  ropes  on  the  race  of  the  horrible  precipice.  The  bogs  and  moors  had 
likewife  their  difficulties  to  overcome ;  but  all  were  at  length  conftrained  to  yield  to 
the  perfeverance  of  our  troops. 


•  Vide  p.  100. 
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.  In  fome  places,  I  ohfen'ed,  that,  after  the  manner  of  the  Romans,  they  left  engraven 
on  the  rocks  the  names  of  theregiment  each  party  belonged  to,  who  were  emplryed  m 
thefe  works  :  nor  were  they  lefs  worthy  of  being  immortalized  than  the  vexiiiaiio's  of 
the  Roman  legions  ;  for  civilization  was  the  confequence  of  the  labouis  of  both. 

Thefe  roads  begin  at  Dunkeld,  are  carried  on  throygh  the  noted  pafs  of  Killicrankic, 
ty  Blair,  to  Dalnacardoch,  Dalwhinie,  and  over  the  Coryarich,  to  Fort  Aiiguftus.  A 
branch  extends  from  thence  eaftward  to  Invemefe,.  and  another  weftward,  over  High- 
bridge  to  Fort  William.  From  the  laft,  by  Kinloch-Leven,  over  the  Black  Mountain, 
by  the  King's  houfe,  to  Tyendrum  ;  and  from  thence,  by  Glen-Urquie,  to  Inverarj-,, 
and  fo  along  the  beautiful  boundaries  of  Loch-Lomond,  to  its  extremity. 

Another  road  begins  near  Crief,  -pafles  by  Afcerfeldy,  crofles  the  Tay  at  Tay-bridge, 
and  unites  with.the  other  road  at  Dalnacardoch  j  and  from  Dalwhinie  a  branch  paltcs 
through  Badenoch  to  Invemefs. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  military  roads :  but  there  may  be  many  others  I  may  have 
overlooked. 

Rode  through  fome  little  vales,  by  the  fide  of  a  fmall  river  j  and  from  the  appear- 
ahce  of  fertility,  have  fome  relief  from  the  drtary  fcenes  of  the  refl  of  the  day.     Reach 

Tyendrum,  a  fmall  village.  The  inn  is  feated  the  higheft  of  any  houfe  in  Scotland. 
TheTay  runs  ealt,  and  a  few  hundred  yards  further  is  a  little  lake,  whofe  waters  run 
wed:.  A  lead-mjne  is  worked  here  by  a  level  to  fome  advantage;  was  difcovered 
about  thirty  years  ago  :  the  viens  run  S.  W.  and  N.  E. 

September  5th,  continue  my  tour  on  a  very  fine  road  on  a  fide  of  a  narrow  vale, 
abounding  with  cattle,  yet  deftitute  both  of  arable  land  and  meadow ;  but  the  beafls 
pick  up  a,  fuflenance  from  the  grafs  that  fprings  up  among  the  heath.  The  country 
opens  on  an  approaching  Glen-Urquie,  a  pretty  valley,  well  cultivated,  fertile  in  com, 
the  fides  adorned  with  numbers  of  pretty  groves,  and  the  middle  watered  by  the  river 
Urquie  :  the  church  is  feated  on  a  knoll,  in  a  large  ifle  formed  by  the  river  :  the  manfe, 
or  minifler's  houfe,  is  neat,  and  h>s  little  demefne  is  decorated  in  the  mod  advantageous 
places  with  feats  of  turf,  indicating  the  content  and  fatisfa£tion  of  the  pofTelfor  in  the 
lot  Providence  has  given  him. 

In  the  church-yard  are  feveral  grave-flones  of  great  antiquity,  with  figures  of  a  war- 
rior, each  fumifhed  with  a  fpear,  or  two-handed  fword  :  on  fome  are  reprefentations  of 
the  chafe  ;  on  others,  elegant  fret-work  ;  and  on  one,  faid  to  be  part  of  the  coffin  of  a 
M'Gregor  is  a  fine  running  pattern  of  foliage  and  flowers,  and  excepting  the  figures, 
all  in  good  tafle. 

On  an  eminence  on  thefouth  fide  of  this  vale  dwells  M'Nabb,  a  fmlth,  whofe  family 
have  lived  in  that  humble  flation  fince  the  year  t440,  being  always  of  the  famepro- 
feffion.  The  firfl  of  the  line  was  employed  by  the  Lady  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  who 
built  the  caflle  of  Kilchum  when  her  hufband  was  abfent.  Some  of  their  tombs  are  In 
the  church-yard  of  Glen-Urquie;  the  oldeft  has  a  hammer  and  other  implements  of 
his  trade  cut  on  it.  At  this  place  I  was  favoured  with  feveral  Highland  proverbs,  in- 
ferted  in  the  Appendix.  After  breakfafl,  at  a  good  inn  near  the  village,  was  there  pre- 
fent  at  a  chriftening,  and  became  fponfor  toa  little  Highlander,  by  no  other  ceremony 
than  receiving  him  for  a  moment  into  my  arms :  this  is  a  mere  a£l  of  friendfhip,  and  no 
efTential  rite  in  the  church  of  Scotland* 

Purfue  my  journey,  and  have  a  fine  view  of  the  meanders  of  the  river  before  its  union 

with  Loch-Aw  :  in  an  ifle  in  the  beginning  of  the  lake  is  the  caflle  of  Kiichum,  which 

had  been  inhabited  by  the  prefent  Lord  Breadatbaoe's  grandfather.    The  great  tower 

was  repaired  by  his  lordfhip,  and  garrifoned  by  him  in  1745,  for  th^  fervice  of  the 

1 1  Government, 
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government,  io  order  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  making  ufe  of  that  great  pafe  crofs  the 
Kingdom';  but  is  now  a  ruin,  having  lately  been  ftruck  by  lightning. 

At  a  place  called  Hamilton's  pafs,  in  an  inflant  burft  on  a  view  of  the  lake,  which 
makes  a  beautiful  appearance ;  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  ihews  at  ieafl  ten  miles  of  its 
length.  This  water  is  prettily  varied  with  ifles,  feme  fo  fmall  as  merely  to  peep  above 
the  furface  j  yet  even  thefe  are  tufted  with  trees :  fome  are  large  enough  to  a^rd  hay 
and  pafturage;  and  in  one,  called  Inch-hail,  are  the  remains  of  a  convent*.  On 
Fraoch-Elan  +,  the  Hefperides  of  the  Highlands,  are  the  ruins  of  a  callle.  The  fiur 
Mego  longed  fof  the  delicious  fruit  of  the  iile,  guarded  by  a  dreadful  ferpent :  the  hero 
Fraoch  goes  to  gather  ir,  and  is  deflroyed  by  the  monfter.  This  tale  is  fung  in  die 
£rfe  balkds,  and  is  tranflated  and  publiflied  in  the  manner  of  Fingal. 

The  whole  extent  of  Loch-Aw  is  thirty  miles,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lorn,  a  por- 
tion of  Argyleftiire,  a  fertile  country,  prettily  wooded  near  the  water-fide.  On  the 
M.  £.  are  vaA  mountains  ;  among  them  Cruacban  I  towers  to  a  great  height ;  it  rifes 
from  the  lake,  and  its  fides  are  fhagged  with  woods  unpending  ov»  it.  At  its  foot  is 
the  difcharge  of  the  waters  of  this  loch  into  Loch-Etive,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  after  a  tur- 
bulent courle  of  a  lieries  of  cataracts  for  the  fpace  of  three  miles.  At  Bunaw,  near  the 
north  end,  is  a  targe  falmon-fifbery ;  aUb  a  confiderable  iroo-foundery,  .which  I  £ear  wit) 
ibon  devour  the  beautiful  woods  of  the  country. 

Pals  by  ScotftowB,  a  fingle  boufe.  Dine  ai  the  little  villi^eofCladifh.  About  two 
miles  hence,  on  an  eminence  in  fight  of  the  convent  on  mch-hul,  is  a  fpot,  cttlled 
Croif-an-t-deucbd,  or  the  crofs  of  bowin?,  becaufe  in  Pc^Ai  times,  it  was  always  cvf- 
tomary  to  kneel  or  make  obeilance  on  drfl  fight  of  any  confecrated  place  ^ . 

Pa&  between  hills  finely  planted  with  fsveral  forts  of  trees,  fuch  as  Weymouth  pines, 
2cc  and  after  a  pidurefque  ride,  reach 

InvetaryJI,  the  cadle  the  principal  feat  of  the  Dukes  of  Argyle,  chi^of  the  Camp- 
bells ;  was  built  by  Duke  Archibald  ;  is  quadrangular  with  a  round  tower  at  each  cor« 
ner  ;  and  in  the  iniddle  rifes  a  fquare  one  glazed  on  every  fide  to  give  light  to  the  fbir* 
cafe  and  galleries,  and  has  from  without  a  moft  difagreeable  effect.  In  the  attic  flory 
are  dghteen  good  bed-chambers :  the  ground  floor  was  at  this  time  in  a  manner  un* 
fumimed,  but  will  have  feveral  good  apartments.  The  caftle  is  built  of  a  coarfe  lapis 
ollaris,  broneht  ftiom  the  other  fide  of  Loch-Fine,  and  is  the  lane  kind  with  that  found 
in  Norway,  a  which  the  King  of  Denmark's  palace  at  Copenhagen  is  built.  Near  the 
new  caftle  are  Ibme  remains  of  the  old. 

lliis  place  will  in  time  be  very  magnificat :  but  at  the  prefent  the  fpace  between 
the  front  and  the  water  is  di%raced  with  the  old  town,  compofed  of  the  mofl:  wretched 
hovels  that  can  be  imagined.  The  fomider  of  the  caftle  deigned  to  have  built  a  new 
town  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  little  bay  the  houfe  ftands  on :  hefiniflied  a  few  houfes,  a 
cuftom-houfe,  and  an  excellent  um:  lus  dexdx  iiKerrupted  the  completion  of  the  plan, 
which,  when  brought  to  perfeAion,  will  give  the  place  a  very  different  appearance  to 
vhat  it  now  beats, 

*  The  country  people  are  ftill  food  of  burying  here.  Infular  intermenti  are  laid  to  owe  their  origlo  to 
the  fear  people  ha4  of  naTiiw  thtir  fnends'conifei  dcToured  t^  wolves  on  the  tnam  haS. 

t  Thisiltand  was  gramea  by- Atexancler  III.  in  isfi?.  taGillcrilt  M'NBchan  and  hit  faeiri  forcrer,  on 
condition  they  fhould  entertMa  the  King  wbtaeter  be  pafled  that  kkj, 

t  Or  the  great  heap. 

}  Dnidical  ftone*  and  teroplet  are  called  Clachan,  churchei  having  ofien  been  b»3t  in  £icb  placet :  t9 
go  to  CUchan  ig  a  common  Erfe  phrafe  ibr  going  to  chuVch. 
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From  the  top  of  tlie  great  rock  Duniquaich  is  a  fine  view  of  the  caftle,  the  lawD 
fprinkled  with  fine  trees,  the  hills  covered  with  extenfive  plantations,  a  country  fertile 
in  corn,  borJering  on  theloch,  and  the  loch  itfelf  covered  with  boats.  Thetreesoo 
the  lawn  about  the  cdflle  are  faid  to  have  been  planted  by  the  Earl  of  Argyle  :  thejr 
thrive  greatly  j  for  I  oblei-ved  beech  from  nine  to  twelve  feet  and  a  half  in  girth,  pines 
nine,  and  a  lelTer  maple  between  feven  and  eight. 

But  the  bury  fcene  of  the  herring-fifliery  gave  no  fmall  improvement  to  the  magnifi- 
cent tnvircns  of  Inverary.  Every  evening*  fome  hundreds  of  boats  in  a  manner 
covered  the  furface  of  Loch-Fine,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which,  from  its  narrownefs  and 
from  the  winding  of  its  Ihores,  has  all  the  beauties  of  a  frefii  water  lake :  on  the  week, 
days,  the  cheerful  noife  of  the  bagpipe  and  dance  echoes  from  on  board  ;  on  the  fab- 
bath,  each  boat  approaches  the  land,  and  pfalmody  and  devotion  divide  the  day  ;  for 
the  common  people  of  the  north  are  difpofed  to  be  religious,  having  the  example  before 
them  of  a  gentry  untainted  by  luxury  and  diffipation,  and  the  advantage  of  being  in- 
ftrufted  by  a  clergy,  who  are  aftive  in  their  duty,  and  who  preferve  refpe£l,  amidlt  all 
the  difadvantages  of  a  narrow  income. 

The  length  of  Loch-Fine,  from  the  eaftern  end  to  the  point  of  Lamond,  is  above 
thirty  Scotch  miles ;  but  its  breadth  fcarce  two  meafured :  the  depth  from  fixty  to 
feventy  fathoms.  It  is  noted  for  the  vaft  (hoals  of  herrings  that  appear  here  in  July  and 
continue  till  January.  The  higheft  feafon  is  from  September  to  Chriftmas,  when  near 
fix  hundred  b«ats,  with  four  men  in  each,  are  employed.  A  chain  of  nets  is  ufed  (for 
feverai  are  united)  of  an  hundred  fathoms  in  length.  As  the  herrings  fwim  at  very 
uncertain  depths,  fo  the  nets  are  funk  to  the  depth  the  flioal  is  found  to  take :  the  fuc- 
cefs  therefore  depends  much  on  the  judgment  or  good  fortune  of  the  fiftiers,  in  taking 
their  due  depths ;  for  it  often  happens  that  one  boat  will  take  multitudes,  while  the  next 
does  not  catch  a  Tingle  fifli,  which  makes  the  boatmen  perpetually  enquire  of  each  other 
about  the  depth  of  their  nets.  Thefe  are  kept  up  by  buoys  to  a  proper  pitch  ;  the  ropes 
that  run  through  them  faftened  with  pegs,  and  by  drawing  up,  or  letting  out  the  rope 
(after  taking  out  the  pegs)  they  adjult  their  fituation,  and-  then  replace  them.  Some- 
times the  fiih  fwim  in  twenty  fathom  water,  fometimes  in  fifty,  and  oftentimes  even  at 
the  bottom. 

It  is  computed  that  each  boat  gets  about  40I.  m  the  feafon.  The  fiffi  are  either 
felted,  and  packed  in  barrels  for  exportation,  or  fold  frefli  to  the  country  people,  twa 
or  three  hundred  horfes  being  brought  every  day  to  the  water-fide  from  very  dillant 
parts.  A  barrel  holds  500  herrings,  if  they  are  of  the  beft  kind  :  at  a  medium,  700  ; 
but  if  more,  for  fometimes  a  ban  el  will  hold  1000,  they  are  reckoned  very  poor.  The 
prefent  price  il.  4s.  per  barrel  j  but  there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  fait  for  thofe  • 
that  ar«  exported. 

The  great  rendezvous  of  veflels  for  the  fiffiery  oflF  the  weflem  iffes  fs  at  Cambeltown, 
in  Caniyre,  where  they  clear  out  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  and  fometimes  three  hun- 
dred buffes  are  feen  there  at  a  time :  they  muft  return  to  their  different  ports  by  January 
13th,  where  they  ought  to  receive  the  premium  of  2I.  los.  per  ton  of  herringsj  but  it 
is  faid  to  be  very  ill  paid,  which  is  a  great  difcouragement  to  the  filhery. 

The  herrings  of  Loch-Fine  are  as  uncertain  in  their  migration  as  they  are  on  the' 
coafl  of  Wales  :  they  had  for  numbers  of  years  quitted  tliat  water  }.  but  appeared  agaia 
there  within  thefedozcn  years.  Such  is  the  cafe  with  the  lochs  on  alt  this  weftem  coaft,. 
not  but  people  defpair  too  often  of  finding  them,  from  one  or  two  unfuccefsful  trials  ia 

*  The  filhcrj  il  carried  on  in  tbe  uightf  the  berrtngB  being  then  in  motion. 
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the  beginning  of  the  feafon  ;"  perhaps  from  not  adjuflinff  their  nets  to  the  depth  the 
fi(h  hapijen  then  to  fwim  in  :  but  if  each  year  a  rmall  tetXel  or  two  wrs  fent  to  make  a 
•thorough  trial  in  every  branch  of  the  fea  on  this  coaft,  they  would  unJoubteJIy  find 
flioals  of  fiffi  in  one  or  othe'*. 

Tunnies*,  called  here  mackrel-fture,  are  very  frequently  caught  in  ih?  herring  fea- 
fon,  which  they  follow  to  prey  on.  '1  hey  are  taken  with  a  llronj^  iron  hook  faflenod  to 
a  rope  and  baited  with  a  herring  ;  as  fuon  as  hooked  lofe  all  fpirit,  and  arc  drawn  up 
'without  any  refiftance  :  are  very  adive  when  at  liberty,  and  jump  and  frolic  on  tha  fur- 
face  of  the  water. 

September  7.  Crofled  over  an  elegant  bridge  of  three  arches  upon  the  Aray,  in  front 
of  the  caftle,  and  kept  riding  along  the  fide  of  the  loch  for  about  feven  miles :  faw  in 
one  place  a  (hoal  of  herrings,  clofe  to  the  furface,  perfeftly  piled  on  one  another,  with  a 
flock  of  gulls  bufied  with  this  oEFered  booty.  After  quitting  the  water-fide  the  road  is 
carried  for  a  confiderable  way  through  the  bottoms  of  naked,  deep  and  gloomy  glens, 
Afcend  a  very  high  pafs  with  a  little  loch  on  the  top,  and  defcend  into  Gten^Crow,  the 
feat  of  melancholy,  feldom  cheered  with  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Reach  the  end  of  Loch- 
Long,  another  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  bounded  by  high  hills,  and  after  a  long  courfe 
terminates  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde. 

Near  this  place  fee  a  houfe,  very  pleafantly  fituated,  belonging  to  Colonel  Campbell, 
amidft  plantatione,  with  fome  very  fertile  bottoms  adjacent.  On  afcending  a  hill  not 
half  a  mile  farther,  appears 

Loch-Lomond.  North  Britain  may  well  boaft  of  its  waters  ;  for  fo  (hort  a  ride  as 
thirty  miles  prefelits  the  traveller  witK  the  view  of  four  mofl  magnificent  pieces.  Loch> 
Aw,  Loch-Fme,  Loch-Long,  and  Loch-Lomond.  Two  indeed  are  of  falt-water;  but,  by 
their  narrownefs,  give  the  idea  of  frefti-water  lakes.  It  is  an  idle  obfervation  of  travel- 
lers, that  feeing  one  is  the  £amc  with  feang  all  of  thefe  fuperb  waters ;  for  almoft  every 
one  I  vifited  has  its  proper  charaders. 

Loch-Leven  is  a  broad  expanfe,  with  ifles  and  cultivated  fliores. 

Loch-Tay  makes  three  bold  windings,  has  ileep  but  doping  Ihores,  cultivated  la 
many  parts,  and  bounded  by  vail  hills. 

Loch-Rannoch  is  broad  and  ilrait,  has  more  wildnefs  about  it,  with  a  large  natural 
pine  wood  on  its  fouthem  banks. 

Loch'Tumel  is  narrow,  confined  by  the  Hoping  fides  of  fleep  hills,  and  hai  on  its 
wefiem  limits  a  flat,  rich,  wooded  country,  watered  by  a  mofl  ferpentine  ftream. 

The  Loch  of  Spinte  is  almoll  on  a  fiat,  arid  its  fides  much  indented. 

Loch-Moy  is  fmall,  and  has  foft  features  on  its  banks,  amidft  rude  environs. 

Loch-Nels  is  ftrait  and  narrow :  its  (hores  abound  with  a  wild  magnificence,  lofty, 
precipitous,  and  wooded,  and  has  all  the  greatnefs  of  an  Alpine  lake. 

Loch-Oich  has  lofty  mountains  at  a  fmall  dillance  from  its  borders  }  the  fhores  in- 
dented, and  the  water  decorated  with  ifles. 

Loch-Loch,  wants  the  ifles  j  its  (hores  flppe,  and  feveral  ftraiths  terminate  on  its 
banks. 

Loch-Aw  is  long  and  waving:  its  Utile  ifles  tufted  with  trees,  and  juft  appearing 
above  the  water,  its  two  great  feeds  of  water  at  each  extremity,  and  its  fingular  lateral 
difcharge  near  one  of  them,  fufficiently  mark  this  great  lake. 

Loch- Lomond,  the  laft,  the  mofl  beautiful  of  the  Caledonian  lakes.  The  firtt  view 
of  it  from  Tarbat  prefents  an  extenfive  ferpentine  winding  amidft  lofty  hills :  on  the 
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north  barren*  black,  and  rocky,  wluch  daikea  wkh  their  fbade  that  contraQed  part  of 
the  water.  Near  this  gloomy  tra£t,  beneath  Craig  Rofton,  was  the  principal  feat  of 
the  M'Gregors,  a  tnuroerous  clan,  infamous  for  exceSes  of  all  kinds ;  at  l^gth,  for  » 
horrible  maflacre  of  the  Cotquhouns  *,  or  Cahouos,  vere  profcribed,  and  hunted  down 
like  wild  bealls ;  thdr  very  name  fuppreOed  by  &&  of  council  t ;'  fo  that  the  remnant, 
now  difperfed  like  Jews,  dare  not  even  fign  it  to  any  deed.  Their  pofterity  are  ftiU 
^d  to  be  diflinguiihed  among  the  clans  in  which  they  have  incorporated  themfelveSt 
not  only  by  the  rednefa  of  their  hair,  but  by  their  (lill  retaining  the  mifchievous  (tifpofi- 
tions  of  thdr  anceftors. 

On  the  well  fide  themountains  areclothed  near  the  bottoms  with  woods  of  oak  quite 
to  the  water  edge  ;  their  fummits  lofty,  naked  and  craggy. 

On  the  eaft  fide  the  mountains  are  equally  high,  but  the  tops  form  a  more  even  ridge 
parallel  to  the  lake,  except  where  Ben-Lomond  j,  like  Saul  amidft  his  compani(»s, 
overtops  the  refl.  The  upper  parts  were  black  and  barren ;  the  lower  had  great  marks 
of  fertility,  or  at  leaf):  of  industry,  for  the  yellow  com  was  finely  contrafted  with  the 
verdure  of  the  groves  intermixed  with  it. 

This  eaftern  boundary  is  part  of  the  Grampian  hills,  which  extend  from  hence 
through  the  counties  of  Perth,  Angus,  Meams,  and  Aberdeen.  They  take  their  name 
firom  only  a  fihgle  hill,  the  Mons  Gramjnus  of  Tacitus,  where  Galcacus  waited  the  ap- 
proach of  Agricola,  and  where  the  battle  was  fought  So  fatal  to  the  brave  Caledonians. 
Antiquarians  have  not  agreed  upon  the  particular  fpot ;  but  Mr,  Gordon  $  places  it 
near  Comrie,  at  the  upper  end  m  Strathem,  at  a  place  to  this  day  .called  Galgachan- 
moor.    But  to  return. 

The  road  runs  fometinws  through  woods,  at  others  is  expofed  and  naked  j  in  fome 
fo  fteep  as  to  require  the  fupport  of  a  wall ;  the  whole  work  of  the  fotdiery  :  biefled 
exchange  of  ioflruments  of  deftru£tioa  &r  thoTe  that  give  lafety  to  the  traveller,  and  a 
polifh  to  the  once  inacceffible  native. 

Two  great  headlaada  covered  with  trees  feparate  the  firft  fcene  from  one  totally  dif- 
ferent ^  the  Ufl  is  called  the  Point  of  Firkia-  On  palling  this  cape  an  expanfe  (tf  water 
burfls  at  once  on  your  eye,  varied  with  all  the  fofter  beauties  of  nature.  Immediately 
beneath  is  a  fiat  coveired  with  wood  amd  com :  beyond,  the  headlands  ftretch  far  into 
the  water,  and  confift  of  gentle  rifmgs ;  many  have  th«r  fiirfacea  covered  mth  wood, 
other*  adorned  with  trees  loofely  fcattered  either  over  a  fine  verdure,  or  the  purple 
bloom  of  the  heath.  Numbers  of  iilands  are  difperfed  over  the  lake  of  the  fame  ele- 
vated form  as  the  little  capes,  and  wooded  in  the  fame  manner  ;  others  juft  peep  ^bove 
the  furface,  and  are  tafied  with  trees  ^  and  numbers  are  So  difpofed  as  to  form  magni- 
ficuit  viflas  tKtween. 

Oppofite  Lufe,.at  a  fmall  difknce  from  fliore,  is  a  monntainous  ifte  almofl  covered 
Titfa  woqd  ;  is  near  half  a  mile  bng,  and  has  a  moft  fine  effect.    I  could  not  count  the 

*  Vide  Appendia.  * 

■f  In  the  lit  of  Charles  I.  c.  30.  there  was  ■  &n&  aQ.  agaioft  theCe  people  con  firming  all  former  R^la  of 
cBiincilagainft  them,  fuppreffing  the  name,  and  obliging  then)  to  make  compearance  yearly  on  tbe  34.1b  af 
Jaly  before  the  council  after  fiKtccn  yean  of  age,  to  find  icautian,  or  otherwaye*  ifthcy  bedenouseed  for  ~ 
theit  failay,  dtclaring  thepi  lo  be  intenxuiiDBUoedi  and  that  none  refort  or  aifift  them  ;  and  tbe  aft  con- 
{t(tuteifc(cratjiiftLceainthat  pait  againitthem.  In  i66[(  thia  waa  refcinded,  but  revived  again  in  thfrfirfl 
parliamentaf  William  aad Maryland  the  a£l  reciObryanntjUcd.  Abrid^.  AAsof  Farliamtnt,  45.  Ithink 
that  the  a&  hat  been  lately  wholly  repealed. 

t  It*  height  i(  3340  feet. 

)  ItTD.  Scptcnti  39.  Tkc  reafbni  againft  the  opinion  of  this  able  aodqnarj  will  be  given  in  the  other 
Tclumet. 
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number  of  Iflandf.  but  «u  told  there  are  tventy-aght :  the  largeft  two  miles  long,  and 
flocked  with  deer. 

The  length  of  this  chaniung  lake  ia  twenty-four  Scotch  miles ;  its  greateft  breadth 
aght ;  its  greateft  deptli,  which  is  betweoi  (be  point  of  Firkin  and  Ben>Lomond,  is  a 
hundred  and  twenty  fathtHUs.  Befides  the  filh  conmon  to  the  locbs  are  guiniads,  called 
here  poans. 

At  this  time  were  living  at  the  little  village  of  Lufs  the  following  perfons,  moll 
amarang  inftances  of  cotemporary  longevity ;  and  perhaps  proofs  of  the  uncommon 
healthine&  of  the  place.     Thefe  compofe  the  vsierable  Itfl; : 

Rev.  Mr.  James  Robertfon,  minifter » aged        -        >        90. 
Mrs.  Robertfon,  his  wife,  ...        %6. 

Anne  Sharp,  their  fervant,  -  -  -        94.    ' 

Niel  Macnaugbtan,  kiik-officer,    ...        86. 
Chriflian  Gay,  his  wife,  .  .  .94. 

Walter  Maclellan,  .  -  .90. 

The  country  from  Lufs  *  to  the  fouthem  extremity  of  the  lake  continually  improves ; 
the  mountains  link  gradually  into  fmall  hills ;  the  land  is  highly  cultivated,  well  planted, 
and  well  inhabited.  I  was  (truck  with  rapture  at  a  fight  fo  long  new  to  me :  it  would 
hxve  been  without  alloy,  had  it  not  been  dafbed  with  the  uncertainty  whether  the  moun- 
tain virtue  hofpitality^  would  Qourilh  with  equal  vigour  inthe  fofter  fcenes,  I  was  on 
the  point  of  watering  on  j  for  in  the  Highlands  every  boufe  gave  welcome  to  the  tra- 
Teller. 

On  the  road  lide  near  Lufs  is  a  quarry  of  moll  excellent  flates ;  and  near  the  fide'  of 
the  li^e,  about  a  mile  or  two  farther,  is  a  ereat  heap  of  ftones  in  memory  of  St.  Mac- 
KeHbg,  bilhop  and  confeflbr,  who  fufferea  martyrdom  there  A.  D.  520,  and  was 
buried  in  Comftraddan  church. 

The  vale  between  the  end  of  the  lake  and  Duabarton  is  unfpeakably  beautiful,  very 
fertile,  and  finely  watered  by  the  great  and  rapid  river  Leven,  the  difcharge  of  the  lake, 
vhlch,  after  a  mort  courfe,  drops  into  the  Firth  of  Clyde  below  Ounbarton :  there  is 
fcarcely  a  fpot  on  its  banks  but  what  is  decorated  with  bleacfaeries,  plantations,  and 
villas.  Nothing  can  equal  the  contrail  ia  this  day's  Journey,  between  the  black  barren 
dreary  glens  of  the  morning  ride,  and  the  foft  fcenes  of  the  evening,  iilands  worthy  of 
the  retreat  of  Armida,  and  which  Rinaldo  himfelf  would  have  quitted  with  a  figh. 

Before  I  take  my  laA  leave  of  the  Highlands,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve  that  every 
entrance  into  them  is  ftrongly  marked  by  nature. 

On  the  fouth,  the  narrow  and  wooded  glen  near  Dunkeld  inftantly  (hews  the  change 
of  country. 

On  the  eaft,  the  craggy  pa&  of  Bollitir  gives  a  contraSed  admiJEon  into  the  Gram< 
{nan  hills. 

On  the  north,  the  mountains  near  Loch-May  appear  very  near,  and  form  what  is 
properly  ftyled  the  threlhold  of  the  country ;  and  on  the 

Weft,  the  narrow  road  impending  over  Loch-Lomond  forms  a  mod  charaderiih'c 
entrance  to  this  mountainous  trad. 

But  the  Erfe  or  Gallic  language  is  not  confined  within  thefe  fimits ;  forit  is  fpokm 
on  all  fides  beyond  thefe  mountains.  On  the  eaftem  coaft  it  begins  at  Nairn  ;  on  the 
veflem  extends  over  all  the  ill^.  It  ceafes  in  the  north  of  Caithnels,  the  Orkneys, 
and  the  Shetland  iflandsf ;  but  near  Loch-Lomond,  is  heard  at  Lufs,  at  Buchanan, 
call  of  the  lake,  and  at  Rofeneth,  weft  of  it. 

*  A  lolentble  ino  on  the  borden  of  the  lake. 

f  li  the  Skctland  illct  art  fidUomc  rtfflitDi  of  the  N«rfe,  or  old  Noiwep'an  lugnsge. 

Dig    zMbjCWOgle 


IfO  TKNNANT  S  TOOR  IN    SCOTLAND. 

The  traveller,  xAto  lias  leirure,  (hould  ride  to  the  eminence  of  Millegs,  to  fee  the  rich 
profpecl  between  Loch-Lomond  and  the  Clyde.  One  way  is  feen  part  of  the  magnifi- 
cent lake,  BcH-Lomond  and  the  vail  mountains  above  GI?n-Crow.  On  the  other  hand  ■ 
appears  a  fine  reach  of  the  Clyde  enlivened  with  {hippinfr,  a  view  of  the  pretty  feats  of 
Kofoneth  and  Ardincapel,  and  the  bufy  towns  o£  Port-Glafgow  and  Greenock. 

Crofs  the  f^rry  ovsr  the  Levcn  at  Bonnel,  and  after  a  ride  of  three  miles  reach 

Dunbarton,  a  fmal!  bjt  good  old  town,  feated  on  a  plain  near  the  conflux  of  the 
"Leven  with  the  Firth  of  Clyde  ;  it  coiifills  principally  of  one  large  ftreet  in  form  of  a 
crefcent.  On  one  fide  is  the  tolbooih,  and  at  the  fouth  end  the  church  with  a  fmall  fpire 
fteeple;  it  had  be^m  collegiate,  was  founded  about  1450  by  Ifabel  Coumefs  of  Lenox 
and  Dutchefe  of  Albany,  and  was  dedicated  to  St.  Patrick,  who  was  bom  in  this  county. 
The  waites  of  the  town  are  bag-pipes,  which  go  about  at  nine  o'clock  at  night  and  five 
in  the  morning.  1 

Thecaftle  is  feated  a  little  fouth  of  the  town  on  a  two-headed  rock  of  a  stupendous 
height,  rifing  in  a  ftrange  manner  out  of  ihe  fands,  and  totally  detached  from  every  thing 
elfe  ;  is  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  Clyde,  on  the  other  by  the  Leven.  On  one  of  the 
fummitsare  the  remains  of  anold  light-houfe,  which  fome  fuppofeto  havebeen  a  Roman 
pharos ;  on  the  other,  the  powder  magazine  :  in  the  hollo  w  between  is  a  large  well  of 
water  fourteen  feet  deep.  The  fides  of  the  rocks  are  immenfe  precipices,  and  oftea 
hang-over,  except  on  the  fide  where  the  governor's  houfe  ftands,  which  is  defend- 
ed by  walls  and  a  few  cartnon,  and  garrifoned  by  a  few  invalids.  It  feems  to  have  been 
often  ufed  as  a  ftate  prifon :  the  Rtgent  Morton  was  fecured  there  previous  to  his  trial. 
From  its  natural  ftrength,  it  was  in  former  times  deemed  impregnable  ;  fo  that  the 
defperate  but  fuccefsful  fcalado  of  it  in  1571*  may  vie  with  the  greateft  attempts  of 
xhax  kind,  with  the  capture  of  the  Numidian  fortrefs,  in  the  Jugurthine  war,  by  Marius  ; 
of  the  more  horrible  furprife  of  Fefcamp  t,  by  the  gallant  Bois-rofc. 

The  Britons  in  very  early  times  made  this  rock  ra  fortrefe ;  for  it  was  ufual  with 
them  after  the  departure  of  the  Romans  to  retreat  to  the  tops  of  craggy  ^nacceffible 
mountains,  to  forefts,  and  to  rocks  on  the  fliores  of  the  fea  ;  but  Boelhius  makes  the 
Scots  pofTefled  of  it  fome  ages  prior  to  that,  and  pretends  that  it  refifted  all  the  efforts  of 
Agricola,  who  laid  liege  to  it.  It  certainly  may  claim  a  right  to  great  antiquity,  for 
Bede  declares  it  to  have  been  the  beft  fortified  city  the  Britons  had  during  his  days.  Its 
ancient  name  was  Alcluid,  or  Arcluid,or  the  place  on  the  Cluid.  But  in  after-timesit 
acquired  the  name  of  Dun  Britton,  being  the  laft  place  in  thefe  parts  held  by  the  Bri- 
tons againll  the  ufurping  Saxons.  In  756,  reduced  by  famine,  it  was  furrendered  to 
Edbert  King  of  Northumberland. 

From  the  fummit  of  this  rock  is  a  fine  view  of  the  country,  of  the  town  of  Dunbarton, 
the  river  Leven,  the  Frith  of  Clyde  (the  Glota  of  Tacitus)  here  a  mile  broad,  and  of  the 
towns  of  Greenock, and  Port-Glafgow,  on  the  oppofite  (hore.  The  bufinefsof  this 
country  is  the  fpinning  of  thread,  which  is  very  confiderable.  There  is  alfo  a  great  fal- 
mon  filhery  :  but  in  this  populous  country,  fo  great  is  the  demand  for  them  that  nooe 
.  can  be  fpared  for  curing'.  Gilfes  come  up  the  river  in  June,  and  continue  in  plenty 
about  twenty  days  j  and  many  falmon  trout  are  taken  from  March  to  July.  Phinocs, 
called  here  yellow  fins,  come  in  July,  and  continue  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time  as  the 
■gilfes  :  the  fifherjnen  call  them  the  young  of  fome  great  fea  trout.  During  May, 
parrs  appear  in  fuch  numbers  in  the  Leven,  that  the  water  feems  quite  animated  with 
them.     There  are  befides  in  that  river,  perch  and  a  few  poans  J. 

»  Rubertfon'g  Hift.  Ecotlind,  II.  8>o.   Guthrie'*,  Vil.  rjt.         +  Sully's  MemoiM,  Vol.  I.  Book  VT. 

i  At  Dunbarton  1  wa&  tnrarmcd  by  perrons  of  credit,  tbai  fwallowi  have  often  been  taken  in  midwinter, 
»D  a  torpid  Date,  out  oft!  C  Aeepic  of  the  church,  and  alfo  out  of  a  ^nd'hanlc  over  the  liver  Eodrich,  ntar 
X.«ch-Lomo(id.  /—.  '  I 
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Sept.  8.  Pafs  by  the  ruins  of  Dimglas  *  caflle,  near  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  which 
meanders  6nely  along  h  nch  plain  full  of  barley  and  oats»  and  much  inclofed  with  good 
hedges,  a  rarity  in  North  Bricain.  At  a  diflance  are  fome  gentle  rifings,  interfperred  with 
•woods  and  villas  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  Glafgow,  Crofs  the  water  of  Kelvin  at 
the  village  of  Partic,  and  loon  after  reach 

Glafgow. — ^'I'he  beft  built  of  any  modeni  fccond-rate  city  I  ever  faw  :•  the  houfes  of 
fione,  and  in  a  good  tade.  The  principal  Itreet  runs  eaft  and  weft,  and  is  near  a  mile- 
and  a  half  long,  but  unfortunately  is  not  ftrait.  The  tolbooth  is  larj^c  and  handfome. 
Next  to  that  is  the  exchange  ;  within  is  a  fpacious  room  with  full  length  portraits  of 
all  our  monarchs  Unce  James  I. ;  and  an  excellent  one,  by  Ramfay,  of  Archibald  Duke 
ef  Argyle,  in  a  judge's  robe.  Before  the  exchange  is  a  large  equeftrian  ftatue  of  King 
"William.  This  is  the  broadeft  and  fineft  part  of  the  flreet;  many  of  the  houfes  are- 
built  over  piazzas,  but  too  narrow  to  be  of  much  fervice  to  walkers.  Numbers  of , 
other  flreets  crofs  this  at  right  angles,  and  are  in  general  well  built. 

The  market-places  are  great  ornaments  to  this  city,  the  fronts  being  done  in  a  very- 
fine  lafte,  and  the  gates  adorned  with  columns  of  one  or  other  of  the  orders.  Some 
of  thefe  markets  are  for  meal,  greens,  filh,  or  flelh.  There  are  two  for  the  laft  which: 
have  conduits  out  of  feveial  of  tlie  pillars,  fo  that  they  are  conftantly  kept  fweec 
and  clean. 

Near  the  meal  market  is  a  public  granary,  to  be  filled  on  any  appVehenllon  of 
fcarcenefs. 

The  guard-houfe  is  in  the  great  ftreet,  which  is  kept  by'tlie  inhabitants,  who  re- 
gularly do  duty.  An  excellent  police  is  obferved  here,  and  piroper  officers  attend  the 
markets  to  prevent  any  abufes. 

The  old  bridge  orer  the  Clyde  confifts  of  eight  arches,  and  was  built  400  years  ago- 
by  biftiop  Rea;  another  is  now  built,  Ihe  tide  flows  three  miles  higher  up  the 
country,  but  at  low  water  is  fordable.  There  is  a  plan  for  deepening  the  chaimel,  for 
at  prefent  the  tide  brings  up  only  very  fmall  veflels ;  and  the  ports  belonging  to  this 
city  lie  feveral  miles  lower,  at  Port  Glafgow  and  Grtenock,  on  the  fide  of  the  Firth. 

Near  the  bridge  is  a  large  alms-houfe,  a  vaft  nailery,  a  ftone-ware  manufafture,  and  a 
great  porter  brewery,  which  fuppUes  fome  part  of  Ireland.  Within  fight,  on  the  fouth 
fide  are  collieries,  and  much  coal  is  exported  into  the  lalt  mentioned  iHandj.and  into 
America. 

The  great  imports  of  this  city  are  tobacco  and  fugar :  of  the  former,  above  4o,oo» 
hogfbeads  have  been  annually  imported,  and  moft  part  of  it  again  exported  into  France 
and  other  countries.  The  manufaflures  here  are  linens,  cambticks  f,  lawns,  tapes,., 
fuftians,  and  ftriped  linens ;  fo  that  it  already  begins  to  rival  Manchefter,  and  has,  in 
point  of  conveniency  of  its  ports,  in  refpeft  to  America,  a  great  advantage  over  it. 

The  college  is  a  large  building,  with  a  handfome  front  to  the  flreet,  reiembling  fome 
of  the  old  colleges  in  Oxford.  Charles  I.  fubfcribed  200I.  towards  this  vwirk,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  troubles  from  paying  it  j  but  Cromwell  afterwards  fulfilled  the  de- 
fign  of  the  royal  donor.  It  was  founded  in  1450  by  James  II.  Pope  Nicholas  V.  gave 
the  bull,  but  Bifliop  Turnbull  fupplied  the  money.  There  are  about  400  fludents  be- 
longing to  the  college,  who  lodge  in  the  town ;  but  the  profefTors  have  good  houfes  in 
the  coUege.  Young  gentlemen  of  fortune  have  private  tutors,,who  have  an  eye  to> 
their  conduft  j  the  reu  live  entirely  at  their  own  dilcrction.. 

*  A  Briiifh  word  ;  Dun  glat,  or  the  grcy-hill. 

f  Tbcgtatcll  cambrick  nuuiufadurc  ii  now  at  Paifley,  1  few  milct  from  tbiicitjr. 
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The  library  is  a  Very  handfome  room,  with  a  gallery  round  it,  fupported  by  pillars. 
That  beoeficent  nobleman  the  firft  Doke  of  Chandos,  vhen  he  vifited  the  college,  gare 
500I.  towards  building  this  apartment. 

Meflrs.  Robert  and  Andrew  Foulis,  printers  and  bookfellers  to  the  unirerfity,  have 
inftituted  an  academy  for  painting  and  engraving  ;  and,  like  good  citizens^  ze^ous  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  honour  of  their  native  place,  have  at  a  vaft  expeuce  formed  a 
moft  numerous  colle^on  of  paintings  from  abroad,  in  order  to  fbrm  the  ta(te  of  their 
eleves. 

The  printing  is  a  very  confiderable  branch  ef  bufinels,  and  has  long  been  celebrated 
for  the  beauty  oS  the  types  and  the  corredners  of  the  editions.  H^e  are  preferred 
in  cafes  numbers  of  monumental  .and  other  ftones  *,  taken  out  of  the  walls  on  the  Ra- 
man lUtions  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom ;  -fome  are  well  cm'  and  ornamented ;  moft 
of  them  -were  done  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  vexillativ,  or  party  who  pnfomud 
fuch  or  fuch  works ;  others  in  memory  of  officers  who  died  in  the  country. 

The  cathedral  is  a  large  pile,  now  divided  iaiD  two  churches.  Beneath,  and  deep 
underground,  is  another,  in  which  is  alfo  divine  Cervice,  where  the  congregation  may 
truly  fay,  c/amavi  e  profimdis  :  the  roof  is  fine,  made  of  ftone  and  fuppoited  by  jullars, 
but  the  beauty  much  hun  by  the  crowding  of  the  pews.  Near  this  is  the  ruin  of  the 
caftle,  or  bifhop's  palace. 

The  new  church  is  a  very  handfome  building  with  a  large  elegant  porch,  but  the 
outfide  is  much  disfigured  by  a  flender  fquare  tower  ;  and,  in  general,  the  fleef^  vi 
North  Britain  are  in  a  remarkable  bad  tafte,  being,  in  fad,  no  favourite  part  of  archi< 
fe£lure  vith  ^e  church  of  Scotland.  The  infide  of  that  jult  ipoken  of  is  moft  neatly 
finifhed,  fupported  by  pillars,  and  very  prettily  fluccoed  :  it  is  one  of  the  very  few 
exceptions  to  the  flovenly  and  indecent  manner  in  which  Prefbytery  keqis  the  honfes 
of  God ;  reformaticni  in  manners  of  religion  fddom  obientes  mediocrity,  here  it  was 
outrageous ;  for  a  place  of  worfliip  commonly  neat  was  deemed  to  lavour  of  Popery ; 
but,  to  avoid  the  imputatnn  of  ^at  extreme,  diey  nm  into  another ;  for  in  many 
partB  of  Scotland  oar  Lord  fcems  ftill  to  be  w<»-mipped  in  a  flable,  and  often  in  a 
Very  wretched  one.  Many  of  the  churches 'are  thatdied  with  heath,  and  in  fome  places 
are  in  fuch  bad  repair  as  to  be  half  open  at  top  \  fb  that  the  people  appear  to  woiihip, 
as  the  Druids  did  of  old,  in  open  tetnples. 

Sept.  10.  Went  to  fee  Hamilton- Houfe,  twelve  miles  didant  from  Glafgow:  ride 
4in>ogh  a  rich  and  beautiful  com  country,  adorned  vith  fmall  woods,  gentlemen's 
feats^  and  wdl  watered.  Hereabout  i  faw  the  fu^  muddy  ibeam  fince  I  had  left  Ediib 
burgh  i  for  the  Highland  rirers  running  generally  through  a  bed  of  rock  or  pure 
gravel,  receive  no  other  taint,  in  the  greaten  floods,  than  the  brown  cryibdline  tinge  of 
the  moors,  out  of  which  they  rife. 

See  oa  the  weft,  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  road,  the  ruins  of  Botbwell  caftle,  and 
the  bridge,  remarkable  for  the  Doke  of  Monmouth's  viflwry  over  the  rebels  in  1679. 
The  church  was  collegiate,  founded  by  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas,  1398,  and  ts,  as  I 
heard  tj  oddly  incrufted  with  a  thin  coat  of  ftone. 

Hamilton  Houfe,  or  Palace,  as  it  is  called  here,isfeatedat  the  end  of  afmall  town^  is 
'8  large  difagreeable  pile  of  building,  *ith  two  deep  wings  at  ri^t  angles  with  the  centr«. 
The  gallery  is  of  great  extent,  and  fumifhed  (as  well  as  fome  other  rooms)  with  moft 
excellent  paintings  :  that  of  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den,  by  Rubens,  is  a  great  p^ennance. 

■  Several  have  been  engrawn  by  the  atlitl*  of  the  aesilemy.  The  piwoB  of  ihe  aniwrfity  did  me  the 
iiaoour  of  prefcntmg  iBc  with  a  fet.  t  B***  Poco«k'»  Mawifcript  Jouraii. 
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The  fear  and  devotion  of  the  prophet  is  finely  exprefled  by  bis  uplifted'  feoe  and  eyes, 
his  clafped  hands,  his  fwelling  mufcles,  and  the  violent  extenfion  of  one  foot;  a  lion 
looks  fiercely  at  him  with  open  mouth,  and  feems  only  reftrained  by  the  Almighty 
powerfrom  making  him  fell  a  vifthn  to  his  hunger  ;  and  the  fignal  dellvenmce  of  Daniel 
IS  more  fully  marked  by  the  number  of  human  bones  fcattered  over  the  floor,  as  if  lo 
fliev  the  inftant  fate  of  others,  in  whofe  favour  the  Deity  did  not  interfere. 

The  mam'age-feaft,  by  Paul  Veronefe,  is  a  fine  piece ;  and  the  obftinacy  qnd  re- 
fiftance  of  the  intruder,  who  came  without  the  wedding-garment,  is  ftrongly  expreifed. 
The  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  by  Juan  de 
Pantoxa,  is  a  good  hillorical  piflure.  There  are  fix  envoys  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  five  on  that  of  the  Englilh,  with  their  names  infcribed  over  each;  the.EngliDi 
are  the  Earls  of  Dorfet,  Nottingham,  Devonfhire,  Northampton,  and  Robert  Cecil. 

Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Lanerk  fettling  the  covenant,  both  in  black,  with  faces  full. 
of  puritanical  folemnity. 

Several  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton.  James  Duke  of  Hamilton,  with  a  bliie  ribbnnd: 
and  white  rod..  His  fon,  beheaded  in  1649.  His  brother,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cefter.    The  Duke  who  fell  in  the  duel  with  Lord  Mohun. 

Fielding,  Earl  of  Dentngh  *,  his  hair  grey,  a  gun  in  his  hand*,,  and"  attended  by  an 
bidian  boy.  It  feems  perfectly  lo  dart  fram.the  canvas,.and  the  adion  of  his  counte- 
,  nance  looking  up  has  matchlefs  fpirit.  He  commanded' the  fleet  in  two  expeditions- 
for  the  relief  of  Rocheile.  In  the  Uft,  which  was  in  1 628,  he  found  an  inferior  fleet 
of  the  French  king's  lying  before  the  harbour.  Thefe  he  promifed  the  befieged  to 
deftroy  as  foon  as  a  high  tide  and  fit  wind  concurred-  Both  happened ;  but,  indead- 
of  attacking  the  enemy,  he  jnad'e  an  inglorioilS'  retreat,  attd  was  purfued  by  a  few 
French  fliips  even  to  our  own  coafls.  Yet,  on  the  breaking  out  of^the  civil  war,  he 
behaved  on  land  like  a  fl:out  and  gallant  foldier ;  and  died  fighting  valiantly  in  the 
royal  caufe  in  A  pril  1 643,  in  a  Ikirmifh  not  fer  ffom  Birmingham.  It  is  remarkable^ 
that  in  the  battle  of  Edge-hi!l,  bis  fon,  efpoufing^  the  contrary  fide,,  aded.iii.-the  wing 
in  which  his  father  was  polled. 

His  daughter  married  James  Marquis  (afterwards  Duke).£^  Hamilton.    Both  their- 
portraits  are  in  ttus  palace. 
Old  Duke  of  Chatelberault,  with  an  order  about  his  neck. 

Two  half  lengths  in  black;  one  with  a  fiddle  in  his  hand,  the  other  in  a  grotefque- 
altitude  ;  both  with  the  fame  countenances,,  good,  but  fwarthy,  miflakenly  called  Da- 
vid Rizzo's  ;  but  I  could  not  learn  that  there  was  any  portraitof  that  unfortunate  man.  . 

Maria  Dei  gratia  Scoiorum  Regina,  1586.  JEt.  4X.  a  half  length  j  a  ftiffi  figure,  in 
a  great  ruff,  auburn  hair,  oval  but  pretty  full  face,  of  much  larger  and  plainer  features  - 
than  that  at  caftle  Braan,  a  natural  alteration  from  the  increafe  of  her  cruel  ufage,  and. 
of  her  ill  health ;  yet  lUU  with  a  refemblance  to  that  portrait.  It  was  told  me  here, 
that  (he  fent  this  pidure,  together  with  a  ring,  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,,  a  little  before 
her  execution. 

A  head,  faid  to  be  Anna  BuIIen,  very  handfome,  dreSed  in  a  ruff  and  kerchief 
bdged  with  ermine,  and  in  a  purple  gown  y  over  her  face  a  veil,  fo  tranfparent  as  not 
to  conceal 

The  bloom  of  young  deGre  and  purple  light  of  low. 

•  The  pcrfoo  who  (hewed  the  houfe  called  him  governor  of  Jamaica ;  but  that  inoft  be  a  mtftak'e.  If 
aof  errars  appear  in  my  account  of  any  of  the  piAurei,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  may  be  cxcufed  ;  for  fomeumes  - 
ihey  were  Ihewn  by  fervanta  ;  fomciime*  the  owuert  of  the  houfc  were  fo  obliging  aa  to  aUcnd  me,  wliom  -. 
I  could  Dot  tiouble  with  1  numbci  of  qpeflionaj, 
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Karl  Morton,  Regent  of  Scotland. 

The  rough  reformer  John  Knox. 
'  Lord  Belhaven,  author  of  the  famous  fpeech  againft  the  Union. 
'  Philip  II.  a;^  full  length,  with  a  ftrange  iigure  of  Fame  bowing  at  his  feet,  with  a 
label  and  this  motto.     Pro  merenfe-a4/io. 

About  a  mile  from  the  hpufe,  on  an  eminence,  above  a  deep  wooded  glen,  widi  the 
Avon  at  its  bottom,  is  Chatelherautt ;  fo  called  from  the  eftate  the  family  oucc  pof- 
feiTed  in  France,  is  an  elegant  banqueting  houfe,  with  a  dog-kennd,  gardens,  &c.  and 
commands  a  fine'  view  of  the  country.  The  park  is  now  much  inclofed  ;  but  I  am 
told,  that  there  are  ftill  in  it  a  few  of  the  breed  of  the  wild  cattle,  which  Boethtus  • 
fays  were  peculiar  to  the  Caledonian  forefl,  were  of  a  fnowy  whitenefs,  and  had  manes 
like  lions ;  they  were  at  this  time  lo  a  diftant  patt  of  the  park,  and  I  loft  fight  of  them. 

Returned  to  Glafgow. 

Sept.  1 1 .  CrofTed  the  country  towards  Sterling.  Faffed  through  the  village  of  Kyl> 
fith,  noted  for  a  vi^ory  gained  by  Montrcfe  over  the  Covenanters.  Through  a  bog, 
where  numbers  of  the  fugitives  perifiied,  is  now  cutting  part  of  the  canal  that  is  to  joia 
the  firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde.  Saw  die  fpot  where  the  battle  of  Bannocbume  was 
fought,  in  which  the  En^^ilh  under  Edward  II.  had  a  fhameful  defeat.  Edward  was  fo 
afTured  of  conqueft,  that  he  Iwougbt  with  him  William  Baflon,  a  Carmelite,  qnd  fii- 
mous  poet,  to  celebrate  his  victory ;  but  the  monarch  was  defeated,  and  the  poor  bard 
taken  and  forced  by  the  conqueror,  invitd  Minervd,  to  fing  his  fuccefs,  which  he  did 
m  fuch  lines  as  thefe : 

Hie  capity  hie  rapit,  hie  Uritt  hicferit,  ecce  dokres  ; 
Voxionat;  as/mat;  blc  ruii ;  hie  hit ;  ar£to  modo  res. 
Hic/ecat ;  hie  necat ;  hie  doeet ;  hie  noeet  ;  ifiefugatur: 
Hie  latet,  Jtic  patet.;  hie  premit,  hie  gemit ;  hie  fuperatur. 

At  this  place  lliat  unfortunate  monarch  James  III.  was  defeated  by  his  rebellious 
fubjefis ;  in  his  flight  fell  -down  from  his  horfe,  and,  bruifed  by  his  fall,  was  drawn  into 
-a  neighbouring  mill,  and  foon  after  af&fTinated  by  a  prieft  called  in  to  receive  his  con- 
feflioD,  and  afford  him  f[»ritual  afTiftance. 

Went  through  the  fmall  town  of  St.  Ninian  t,  a  mile  fouth  of  Sterling.  The  church 
had  been  the  powder-magazine  of  the  Rebels;  who,  on  their  retur'n,  blew  it  up  in 
fuch  hafle,  as  to  deftroy  fome  of  their  own  people,  and  about  fifteen  innocent  fpec- 
taiors. 

Sterling  and  its  caftle,  in  refpeft  of  fituation,  is  a  'miniature  of  Edinburgh ;  is  placed 
on  a  ridged  hill  or  rock,  rifing  out  of  a  plain,  having  the  caftle  at  the  upper  end  on  a 
high  precipitous  rock.  Within  its  walls  was  the  palace  of  feveral  of  the  Scotch  kings, 
a  fquare  building,  ornainented  on  three  fides  with  pillars  refting  on  grotefque  figures 
proieding  from  the  wall,  and  on  the  top  of  each  pillar  is  a  ftatue,  feemingly  the  work 
of  rancy.  Near  it-is  the  old  parliament  houfe,  a  vaft  room  i  ao  feet  Ipng,  very  high, 
with  a  limbered  roof,  and  formerly  had  a  gallery  running  round  the  infide.  Below 
the  caftle  are  the  ruins  of  the  palace  belonging  to  the  Earls  of  Mar,  whofe  family  had 
once  the  keeping  of  this  fortrefs.     There  are  fiill  the  Erlkine  arms,  and  much  oma- 

*  '■  Gigntr«  Met  ea  lilia  hniet  candidiflimai  in  rormam  Icooit  jubam  haben.tn,  CKtera  maQfuetli  fiiniUi. 
mos  «ei6  adeo  fetos,"  &c.     Ddcr.  Rfgni  Scoti*,  fol.  Jti. 

f  Apoftle  of  tlie  Pi&t,  fan  of  a  ptiiice  of  the  CuiDbrUn  Briuini^  convening  the  Pifli  at  f&r  at  tht 
Grampian  hilU.     Died  431. 
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ineDtal  carvidg  on  parts  of  it.  The  tovn  of  Sterling  is  inclofed  with  a  wall ;  the 
ftreets  are  irre^lar  and  narrow,  except  that  which  leads  to  the  cattle.  Here,  and  at 
the  village  of  Bannocbume,  is  a  confiderable  manufafture  of  coarfe  carpets. 

From  the  top  of  the  caftle  is  by  far  the  flneH:  vietf  in  Scotland.  To  the  eall  is  a  vaft 
plain  rich  in  com,  adorned  with  woodsj  and  watered  with  the  river  Forth,  whofe  mean- 
ders are,  before  it  reaches  the  fea,  fo  freijuent  and  fo  large,  as  to  form  a  multitude  of 
rooft  beatidful  peninfulas ;  for,  in  many  parts,  the  windings  approximate'  fo  dofe  as  to  ~ 
leave  only  a  little  ifthmus  of  a  few  yards.  In  thi&  plain  is  an  old  abby,  a  view  of  Alloa, 
Clackmannan,  Fallurk,  the  Firch  of  Forth,  and  the  country  as  far  as  Edinburgh.  On 
the  north,  ifae  Ochil-hiHfi,  and  the  moor  where  the  battle  of  Oumblain  was  fought. 
To  the  weH-,  the  ftraith  of  Mentetth,  as  fertile  as  the  eallem  plain,  and  terminated  by 
the  Highland  moontains,  among  which  the  fummit  of  Ben-Lomond  is  very  confpicuous. 

The  Sylva  Caledonia,  or  Caledonian  forell,  begun  a  little  north  of  Sterling,  and 
pafljrig'  through  Mentoth  and  Strathern,  extended,  according  to  Boethius,  as  ^r  as 
Athol  OR  one  fide,  and  Lochabdr  oti'the  ofher.  It  is  veiy  {lightly  mentioned  by  .the 
antients  •  ;  but  ihe  fuppofed  extent  is'  given  by  the  Scottifh  hiftorian. 

Lie  at  Falkirk,  a  large  ill-built  town,  fupported  by  the  great  fairs  for  black  cattle 
from  the  Highlands,  it  being  computed  that  24,006  head  are  annually  fold  Here.  There 
ifaifo  agreat  deal  of  money  got  here  by  the  carriage  of  gi>ods,  landed  at  Carroa 
Wharf,  to  Glafgow.  Such  is  the  increafe  of  trade  in  ihis  country,  that  about  twenty- 
years  ago  not  three  carts  could  be  found  in  the  town,  and .  at  prelent  there  are  above  a. 
bondre^  that  are  fupported  by  their  iiltercourfe  with  Gtifgow. 

In  the  churdi-yard,  ob  a  plain  ftone,  is  the  following  epitaph  on  John  de  Graham^ 
fljded'thd  rif^handof  the galhint  Wallace,  killed  at  thebattleofFalkirkinizgS  t  :- 

Here  lief  Sir  ^ohn  the  Crapic  both  wi^ht  uul  wife, 
Apc  of  the  chief  TcCcewit  Scotland  thrife. 
Ane  better  kntj^hl  not  to  ihe  world  wai  lent. 
Not  wIm  gdds  Orufie  of  traetb,  and  of  hai^fment. 

Mente  minuque  potent,  ct  Valine  fidut  Achate* 

Coodictv  hie  Gramtw  belld  iaterfeEfiu  ab  AbgC*. 

iijullf.  i>v8. 

Near  tbt8'i»-anether'  epitaph,  occafioned  by  a  fecond  battfe  of  Falkirk,  asdifgracc- 
lul  to  the  Englifh'  a^  the  ortier  was  fatal  to  the  Scots :  the  firft  w^  a  well,  dilute! 
cbmbat ;  the  Taft,  a  panic  on  both  fides,  for  part  of  each  army  flew,  the  one  weft,. 
Ihe  other  eaft,  each  carrying  the  news  of  their  feveral  defeats,  while  the  total  deftruaiom 
of  our  forces  was  prevented  by  the  gallant  behaviour  of  a  brigadier,,  who  with  iwo' 
reghnents  fiifeiJfuch  of  the  rebels  as  kept  the  field,  and  prevented  any  further  ad- 
vantages- The  epitaph  I  allude  to  is  in  memory  of  Sir  Robert  Monro  J,  the  worthy  chief- 

taini 

*  By  Plinjr,  lib.  i«.  c.  16.  and  Euraeniut,  in  hit  Panegyric  on  Conftantrui,  c  7. 
f  Fought  between  Fatkitk  and  Cairon  worki,  at  a  place  called  to  thii  day  Grabam'i  Moor, 
J  Conditiir  heic  ijuod  poterit  mori 
RoBtRTi  Monro  de  Fcnlis,  Eq  Ear. 
Genu's  foi  Princlpis 
Mtlfnim  Tribxinf;    ■ 
Vit^  in  oaftvn  cuTtaqne  BrJiannlca^ 
!  Honefte  produftl ' 

Pro  Lihertate  religione  Patria 
In  acic  hoatftifihnt  defunai 
Prope  FAnriaK  Jan.  xtiiu  .746.  iET.  6«..'  ' 
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tain  of  that  loyal  clan,  a  family  which  loft  three  brothers  the  fame  year  m  fupport  of 
the  .royal  caufe.  Sir  Robert  being  greatly  wounded  in  the  battle  wa^  murdered  in 
■cool  blood  by  the  rebels,  with  his  brother  Dr.  Monro,  who,  with  fraternal  piety,  was 
at  that  timd  drefCng  his  wounds ;  the  third  was  afTaffinated  by  millake  for  one  who 
-well  deferved  his  death  for  fpontaneous  barbarities  on  Highlanders'  approachiug  ac- 
cording to  proclamation  to  furrender  their  arms. 

I  have  very  often  mentioned  fields  of  battle  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  fcarce  a 
fpot  has  efcaped  unftained  with  gore  ;  for,  had  they  no  public  enemy  to  pontend  with, 
iheScots,  like  the  Wetfh  of  old,  turned  their  arms  againft  each  other. 

Carron  iron-works  Jie  about  a  mile  from  Falkirk,  and  are  the  greateft  of  the  kind- 
in  Europe  :  they  were  founded  about  eight  years  ago,  before  which  there  was  not  a 
Iingle  houfe,  and  the  country  a  mere  moor.  At  prefent,  the  buildings  of  all  forts  2re 
of '^afl:  extent,  and  about  twelve  hundred  men  are  employed.  The  iron  is  fmelted 
fronx  the  (lone,  then  caft  into  canrion,  pots,  and  all  forts  of  utenfils  made  in  fbun- 
defies.  This  work  has  been  of  great  fervice  to  the  country,-  by  teaching  the  people 
Induftry  and  a  method  of  fetdng  about  any  fort  of  labour,  which,  before,  the  common 
people  had  fcarce  any  notion  ot 

Carron  wharf  lies  on  the  Forth,  and  is  not  only  ufefu!  to  the  works,  but  of  great 
fervice  even  to  Glafgow,  as  confiderable  quantities  of  g^ods  defined  for  that  city  are 
landed  there.  '  The  canal  llkewlfe  begins  in  this  neighbourhood,  whicbj  when  «&e&ed, 
will  prove  another  benefit  to  thete  worka. 

-  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  founderies,  on  a  little  riCng  above  the  river  Curon, 
flood  that  celebrated  antiquity  called  Anhur's  Oven,  which  the  ingeniouB  Mr.  Gor- 
don *  fuppofes  to  have  been  a  facellum,  or  little  chapel,  a  repofitory  ior  the  Romaa 
infignia,  or  ftandards ;  ■but,  to  the  mortification  of  every  curious  traveller,  thismatch- 
lefs  edifice  is  no#  no  more ;  its  barbarous  owner,  a  Gothic  knight,  caufed  it  to  be  de- 
molifhed,  in  order  to  make  a  mill-dam  with  the  materials,  which,  ^within  kls  than  a 
year,  the  Naides,  in  refentmem  of  the  lacrilege,  came  down  in  a  flood,  and  entirelj 
£wept  away. 

Sept.  1 2.  Saw  near  Callandar-Houfe  fome  part  of  Antoninus's  Wall,  of,  as  it  is 
called  here,  Graham's  Dyke  +.  The  valluin  and  the  ditch  are  here  very  evident, 
and  both  are  of  great  fize,  the  hSt  bung  forty  feet  broad,  and  thirteen  deep :  k  ex- 
tended from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  that  of  Clyde,  and  was  defended  at  proper  diftances 
by  forts  and  watch  towers,  the  work  of  the  Roman  legions  under  the  command  of 
Lollius  Urbicus,  in  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius.    According  to  Mr.  Gordon,  it  began 

In  Montinoram  cohoiti)  frxk&vn 

Qnamdiu  prElium  Fomtohsum  menionbitiir 

Perduratura ; 

^        Ob  amiciiiam  «  Mem  amicis 

Hntnanitatem  clementiamqiie  ad*er(ariii 

BcDcvolentiam  bonltatcmauc  omiribui, 

'    '    •  Tnicidaniibui  etiam,   . 

In  perpetuum  dt'fitleranda, 

-  BuHCAHUi  MoKKO  de  Obfalde,  M.  D.  JEt.  59. 

Frater  Fratrem  Knquere  fngient, 

Sauciam  curani,  iAui  inermU 
-CommoiicM  cdhoaeftat  UrRun. 
•  Idn.  Septmtr.  p.  »4.  tab.  1*.  _        , 

f  So  called  from  Graham,  who  it  faid  to  have  Gril  made  ■  breach  ta  thti  wait  foon  after  the  fttreat 
•f  the  Romaoa  out  of  Britain.    Vide  Boethiui,  cxxii. 
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at  old  Kirk  Patrick  on  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  and  ended  two  miles  weft  of  Abercom,  oa 
the  Firth  of  Forth,  being  in  length  36  miles,  887  paces. 

PaiTed  through  Burrowftonefs,  a  town  on  the  Firth,  enveloped  in  fmoke  from  the 
great  falt-pans  and  vaft  coHieries  near  it.  The  townhoufeis  .built  in  form  of  a  caftle. 
There  is  a  good  quay,  much  frequented  byfliipping;  for  confiderable  quantities  of 
coal  are  fent  from  hence  to  London ;  and  there  are  befides  fome  Greenland  flaps  *  • 
belonging  to  the  town. 

Ride  near  Abercom,  called  by  Bede  the  monaftery  of  Abercumig;  of  wWch  no 
mention  is  made  in  the  accounts  of  the  Scotch  religious  houfes,  nor  has  there  been  for 
miny  centuries  the  leafl  remains  ;  for  B'Jchanan  fays,  that  none  of  any  kind  were  to 
be  met  with  even  in  his  time,  except  the  ruins  of  a  tower  belonging  to  the  Douglaies. 

Reach  Hopeton-Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  j  a  houfe  begun  by  Sir 
"William  Bruce,  and  finifhed  by  Mr.  Adams,  is  the  handfomeft  I  faw  in  North  Britain  : 
the  from  is  enriched  with  pilafters,  the  wings  at  fome  diilance  joined  to  it  by  a  beauti- 
ful colonade ;  one  wing  is  the  flables,  the  other  the  librar)'.  In  the  laft  is  a  lingle 
£iece  of  lead  ore  weighing  five  tons,  got  out  of  his  Lordfliip's  mines  at  the  Lead- 
ills. 

The  grtat  improvements  round  the  houfe  are  very  extenfive,  but  the  gardetis  are 
ftill  in  the  old  tafte  j  trees  and  flirubs  fucceed  here  greatly,  among  others  were  two 
Portugal  laurels  thirty  feet  high.  Nothing  can  equal  the  grandeur  of  the  approach  to 
to  the  houfe,  or  the  profped  from  it.  The  lituation  is  bold,  on  ^n  eminence,  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  county  of  Fifej 
the  middle  is  chequered  with  illands,  fiich  as  Garvey,  Inch  Keith  f,  and  others ;  and  on 
the  fouth-eaft  is  a  vaft  command  of  Eaft  Lothian,  and  the  terminating  obje£l,  the  great 
conic  hill  of  North  Berwick. 

The  whole  ride  from  Sterling  to  Queen's  Ferry  (near  Hopeton-Houfe)  is  not  to  be 
paralleled  for  the  elegance  and  variety  of  its  profpefts ;  the  whole  is  a  compofition  of 
sU  that  is  great  a^d  beautiful :  towns,  villages,  feats,  and  antient  towers  decorate  each 
bank  of  that  fine  expanfe  of  water  the  Firtn  ;  while  the  buTy  fcenes  of  commerce  and 
rnral  economy  are  no  fmall  addition  to  the  ftill  life.  The  lofty  mounains  of  the  High- 
lands form  a  diflant  but  auguft  boundary  towards  the  north-weft,  and  the  eaftem  view 
is  enlivened  with  fliips  perpetually  appearing  or  vanifhing  amidft  the  numerous  ifles. 

Pais  by  Queen's-Ferry ;  falfinto  the  Edinburgh  road,  and  finifh  this  evening  in  that 
capital,  a  mofl  agreeable  and  profperous  tour.  It  was  impofTible  not  to  recal  the  idea 
of  what  1  had  feen  ;  to  imagine  the  former  condition  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  compare  it  with  the  prefent  ftate,  and,  by  a  fort  of  fecond-fight,  make  a  probable 
conjedure  oi  the  happy  appearance  it  will  alTume  in  a  very  few  years.  Nor  could  I 
forbear  repeating  the  prophetic  lines  J  of  Aaron  Hill,  who  Itemed  feizedwith  a  ltke< 


*  This  year  tlie  nhale  Glhery  began  tc  revive  ;  which  for  a  few  ynrs  paft  had  been  fu  unfiicccefBfuI, 
that  fevcral  of  the  adventiirera  had  thoughts  of  difpofing  of  their  fhipi.  Perhaps  the  whales  had  tilllhit 
year  deferred  ihofe  fcas  ;  for  Marten,  p.  18^  of  hl>  voyage  to  Spilabergen,  remark'',  "  Thut  thirfe  anlmali, 
cither  weary  of  their  place,  or  ftiifible  of  their  own  danger,  do  often  change  iheir  harbours  " 

f  This  iflc  hi  oppoCte  to  Leitli.  Bj  order  of  council,  in  1497,  all  vrncreal  palrenta  in  the  neighbour- 
hood were  tranfported  there,  lu  quid  ilclrimenli  res  ptillica  caperil.  It  in  remarkable,  that  tlib  aiforder, 
«4)ich  was  thollg^t  to  have  appeared  in  Europe  only  four  years  before,  fhiiuld  make  fo  quick  a  progrefi. 
The  hormr  of  ■  dtfeafe,  for  which  there  waa  then  fuppofed  to  be  no  cure,  muflhave  oecafioned  thiB  attm- 
tion  to  ftup  the  conla)non  ;  for  even  half  a  century  after,  on*  of  the  firltmonarchs  of  Europe,  Francis  I. 
fdl  a  »iftim  to  it.     Tne  order  is  fo  curious,  that  we  havt  given  it  z  place  in  the  Appendij. 

f  Written  on  a  window  iii  North  Britain.  . . 
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Once  moTC,  O  NoTth  !  I  view  thy  mnding  flwivt. 
Climb  thjr  bleak  hill:!  and  crofs  thy  dufky  moon. 
Impartial  new  thee  with  a&  heedful  eye, 
Yet  ftin  by  nature,  not  by  cenfure  try. 
England  thy  fifter  it  a  gay  coquet. 
Whom  art  enlivens,  md  tempi  it  ioni  whet : 
'  Rich,  proud)  and  wanton,  (he  her  beiutj  icnowt. 
And  ID  a  confcious  warmth  of  beauty  glowi : 
Scotland  comes  after,  like  an  unripe  fair, 
Who  Hghi  with  ansruifh  at  her  Ci&er't  airt 
Uoconicioui,  that  (he'll  quickly  have  her  day, 
And  be  the  toad  when  Albion'i  chaimt  decay. 

Sept.  1 8.  Alter  a  few  days  experience  of  the  fame  hofpitality  m  Edinburgh  that  I 
had  met  with  in  the  Highlands,  I  continued  my  journey  fouth,  through  a  rich  com 
country,  leaving  the  Pentland  hills  to  the  wefl^  wnofe  (ides  were  covered  with  a  fine 
^  turf.  Before  i  rrached  Crook,  a  fmall  village,  the  country  grew  worfe  ;  after  this,  it 
aflumed  a  Highland  appearance,  the  hills  were  high,  the  vales  narrow,  and  there  was 
betides  a  great  Scarcity  of  trees,  and  hardly  any  com ;  inllead,  was  abundance  of  good 
paflurage  for  fiieep,  there  being  great  numbers  in  thefe  parts,  which  fupply  the  north' 
of  Englaad.  The  roads  are  bad,  narrow,  and  often  on  the  edges  of  precipices,  im- 
pending over  the  river  Tweed,  here  an  inconfiderable  dream.     Reach 

MoSat,  a  fmall  neat  town,  famous  for  its  fpaws ;  one  faid  to  be  ufeful  in  fcrophu- 
lous  cafes,  the  other  a  chalybeate,  which  makes  this  place  much  reforted  to  in  fummer. 
Dodor  Walker,  minifter  of  the  place,  fhewed  me  in  manufcript  his  natural  hiftory  of 
the  Weftem  Ifles,  which  will  do  him  much  credit  whenever  he  favours  the  world 
with  it. 

Here  the  unfortunate  nobleman  Lord  Vifcount  Kenmure  fet  up  the  Pretender's' 
~  ftandard  on  the  isthofOdober  1715,  in  fatal  compliance  with  the  importunities  of 
the  difafie£ked  Lowlanders. 

The  country  between  Moffiit  and  Lockerby  is  very  good,  a  mixture  of  downs  and 
command,  with  a  few  fmall  woods ;  the  country  grows  quite  Bat  and  very  unpteafant ; 
but  inceflant  rains  throughout  my  journey  from  Edinburgh,  rendered  this  part  of  my 
tour  both  difapreeable  and  unediJymg.  Crofs  a  fmall  river  called  the  Sark,  which  di* 
vides  the  two  kingdoms,  and  enter  Cumberland. 

About  three  miles  farther  crofs  the  Efk  over  a  handfome  flone  bridge,  and  tie  at  the 
fmall  village  of  Longtown.  The  country  is  very  rich  in  com,  but  qmte  bare  of  trees» 
and  very  flat.  Near  this  village,  at  Netherby,  are  the  ruins  of  a  Roman  ftation,  where 
ftatues,  weapons,  and  coins  are  often  dug  up. 

Crofs  the  Eden  to  CarliOe,  a  pleafant  city,  furrounded  with  walls,  tike  Cheflerj  but 
they  are  very  dirty,  and  kspt  in  bad  repair.  I'he  caftle  is  antient,  but  makes  a  good 
appearance  at  a  diflance :  the  view  from  it  is  fine,  of  rich  meadows,  at  this  time  co< 
vcred  with  thoufaods  of  cattle,  it  being  fair-dny.  The  Eden  here  forms  two  branches, 
and  infulates  the  ground ;  over  one  is  a  bridge  of  four,  over  the  other  one  of  nine 
arches.  There  is'befides  a  profpeft  of  a  rich  country,  and  a  diftant  view  of  Cold-felis, 
Crofs-fells,  Skiddaw,  and  other  mountains. 

The  cathedral  *  is  very  imperfect,  Cromwell  having  pulled  down  part  to  build  bar- 
racks with  the  materials.  There  remains  fome  portion  that  was  built  in  the  Saxon 
times,  with  very  maiTy  pillars  and  round  arches.    The  relt  is  more  modem,  laid  to 

*  Begna  by  Wilur,  deputy  of  tkcfc  pant,  voder 'William  Ru(ui  t  but  the  new  choir  in*  oo^foDitded 
tiH  about  1354.' 
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have  been  built  in  the  mgn  of  Edward  III.  who  had  in  one  part  an  apartment  to 
lodge  in.  The  arches  in  this  latter  building  are  (harp  pointed  ;  the  eafl  window  re- 
markably fine. 

The  manufaftures  of  Carlille  are  chiefly  of  printed  linens,  for  which  near  3000I. 
per  ann.  is  paid  in  duties.  It  is  alfo  noted  for  a  great  nianufadure  of  whips,  which 
employs  numbers  of  children. 

Salmons  appear  in  the  Eden  in  numbers  fo  early  as  the  months  of  December  and 
January ;  and  the  London,  and  even  Newcaftle  markets  are  fupplied  with  early  fi(h 
from  this  river ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  do  not  vifit  the  E(k  in  any  quantity 
till  April,  nocwi^Aanding  the  mouths  of  both  thefe  waters  are  at  a  fmall  didance  from 
each  other.  I  omitted  in  its  proper  place  an  account  of  the  Newcaftle  fifliery,  therefore 
infert  here  the  little  I  could  colled  relating  to  it. .  The  fifti  feldom  appear  in  the  Tyne 
till  February :  there  are  about  34  fiOieries  on  the  river,  befides  a  very  confiderable 
were,  and  the  whole  annual  capture  amounts  to  about  36,000  ftfh.  I  was  informed 
that  once  the  fi(h  were  brought  from  Berwick,  and  cur^  at  Newcaftle  ;  but  at  pre- 
fent,  notwithflianding  all  goes  under  the  name  of  Newcaflte  fatmon,  very  little  is  taken 
there,  in  comparifon  of  what  is  caught  in^the  Tweed. 

•  The  country  near  Carlifle  confiits  of  fmall  inclofures,  but  a  little  farther  on,  to- 
wards Penrith,  changes  into  coarfe  downs.  On  the  eafl,  at  a  diflance,  are  ridges  of 
high  hills  running  parallel  to  the  road,  with  a  good  inclofed  country  in  the  inter- 
vening fpace.  Above  Penrith  is  a  rich  inclofed  trad,  -mixed  with  hedge-row  trees  and 
■woods.  On  the  fouth-weftj  a  profpcd  of  high  and  craggy  mountains.  After  I  left 
Lockerby,  Nature,  as  if  exhaulted  with  her  labours,  in  the  lofty  hHIs  of  Scotlaud, 
feemed  to  have  lain  down  and  repofed  herfelf  for  a  confiderable  fpace  ;  but  here  began 
to  rife  again  with  all  the  fublimity  of  Alpine  majefly. 

Between  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  mile-flones  is  Flumpton.  Plumptoa  park  was 
leafed  by  Henry  Vill.  to  Jack  Mufgrave,  Captain  of  Bewraith,  an  adive  man  in  his 
day,  who  fettled  on  five  of  hb  fons  as  many  tenements. 

Old  Penrith,  the  uuient  Bremetenreium  and  Vorada  of  Antonina,  flood  in  this  pa- 
rifh.  On  the  road  fide,  floping  tovrards  the  river  Petrel,  the  vallum,  fofs,  and  gatM 
are  flill  very  vifible  ;  and  alfo  great  ruins  of  a  town.  The  fort  is  called  Cadle  fteeds ; 
the  town  Old  Penrith.  Camden  copied  fcveral  infcriptions,  for  which  I  refer  to  hig^ 
Britannia  and  to  Dr.  Bum's  Hiftory  of  this  county.  Here  are  the  faint  veftiges  of  a 
military  road  which  points  towards  Kefwick  and  joined  another,  which  were  by  Elen.  ^ 
borough  and  Papcaflle  to  Amblefide.  This  flation  was  alfo  the  Berada  of  the  Kaven- 
nas  ;  and  was  garrifoned  by  a  Cuneus  Armaturarum,  a  cohort  of  the  Ala  Petriana,  a 
body  of  horfe  completrfy  armed,  mentioned  in  the  notitia,  fo  muft  have  been  ftationed 
here  very  late  in  the  Roman  empire. 

About  four  miles  farther  is  Penrith,  &c.  an  antient  town,  feated  at  the  foot  of  a 
)iil| :  is  a  great  thoroughfare  for  travellers,  but  has  little  other  trade,  except  tantting, 
and  a  fmall  manufaflure  of  checks.  In  the  church-yard  is  a  monument  of  great  anti- 
quity, confifting  of  two  flone  pillars  eleven  feet  fix  inches  high,  and  five  in  circum- 
ference  in  the  lower  part,  which  is  rounded ;  the  upper  is  fquare,  and  tapers  to  a 
point ;  in  the  fquare  part  is  fome  fret-work,  and  the  relievo  of  a  crols,  and  on  the  in- 
terior fide  of  one  is  the  faint  reprefentation  of  fome  animal.  Both  thefe  ftoncs  arc 
mortifed  at  their  lower  part  into  a  round  one ;  they  are  about  fifteen  feet  afunder  ; 
the  fpace  between  them  is  Inclofed  on  each  fide  with  two  very  large  but  thin  femi- 
drcular  (lones ;  fo  that  there  is  left  a  walk  between  pillar  and  pillar  of  two  feet  in 
10  breadth. 
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breadth.  Two  of  thefe  lefler  ftones  are  plain,  the  two  other  have  certwn  figures  at 
prefent  fcarce  inlelUgible. 

'Ihefe  {tones  feem  to  have  been  monumental,  and  are  evidently  chritlian,  as'appears  by 
by  the  crofs  on  the  .capital :'  fable  fays  that  they  were  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
Cefarius,  a  hero  of  gigantic  ftature,  wbofe  body  extended  from  ftone  to  ftone  :  but 
it  is  probable,  that  the  fpace  marked  by  thefe  columns  contained  feveral  bodies,  or 
might  have  been  a  faniiiy  fepulchre. 

Not  far  from  thefe  pillars  is  another  called  the  Giant's  thumb,  five  feet  «ght  inches 
high,  with  an  expanded  head  perforated  on  both  fides ;  from  the  middle  the  ftone 
rifes  again  into  a  lefler  head  rounded  at  top,  but.no  part  has  a  tendency  to  the  figure 
of  a^crofs,  being  in  no  other  part  mutilat^  ;  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  ui^  or 
defi^nof  this  pillar'. 

The  church  is  very  neat :  the  galleries  fupported  by  twenty  ftones^  each  tHi  feet 
four  inches  high,  and  four  fe'et  two  inches  in  circumference.  On  one  of  the  walls  is 
this  melancholy  record  of  a  peftilence  that  wafted  the  country  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  : 

A.  D.  M.DXCVIII  exgraripeftc  qu-.e  Kgionibut  hifce  tncubuit,  obierunt  spud  Pcnrkh  3260.  Ken* 
fhl  2500.     Richmond 32CO.     Carlifle  ii9t>f. 

Pofteri 
avortite  vot  et  vivite. 

On  confulting  a  very  old  regifter  kept  in  this  parifli  it  appears  that  the  plague  raged 
here  for  fifteen  months  ;  from  the  22d  September  1 597  to  5th  January  1 598,  and  that 
only  680  perfons  were  buried  in  the  parilh  during  that  time.  It  feems  therefore  pro- 
bable that  Penrith  muft  have  been  the  centre  of  forne  particular  diftrift,  and  that  the 
numbers  recorded  on  the  wall  muft  comprehend  all  that  died  within  that  fpace.  Pen- 
rith now  contains  about  2000  fouls.  At  a  mediiim,  63  have  died  annually  the  laft  ten 
years,  or  630  in  the  whole.  In  the  ten  years  preceding  the  peftilence  there  were  only 
686  fifnerals  ;  fo  that  there  was  no  great  difference  between  the  number  of  inhabitants 
at  that  and  the  prefent  time.  Some  centuries  previous  to  this  Penrith  had  another  vifit- 
ation  of  the  fame  nature.  ,  When  the  Scots  under  the  Earl  of  Douglafs  in  1380  made 
an  inroad  into  Cumberland,  they  furprized  this  place  at  the  time  of  the  fair  J,  and  re- 
turned with  immenfe  booty  ;  but  fuffered  feverely  in  confequence,  for  they  introduced 
info  their  country  **ie  plague  contrafted  in  this  town,  which  fwept  away  one  third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  §. 

The  caftle  is  at  the  Ikirts  of  the  town,  and  now  very  ruinous.  It  appears  not  to  have 
been  of  a  high  antiquity;  for  in  acompromifeof  certain  differences  between  Henry  III. 
and  Alexander  King  of  Scotland,  it  was  ftipulated  that  Henry  (hould  grant  to  Alexandet 
200  libratesof  land  in  Northurfiberland  or  Cumberland,  if  fo  much  of  Henry's  land  could 
be  found  in  any  of  the  places  where  no  caftle  was  fituated  j  and  Penrith  was  part  of  this 
grant.  Richard  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  afterwards  Richard  III,  refided  frequently  at  tjils 
caftle,  and  either  was  the  founder,  or  repaired  it  greatly,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  it 
before  bis  time.  The  feignory  of  Penrith  ||  was  part  of  the  great  eftate  he  had  with  his 
Dutchefs  Anne  (afterwards  queen  daughter  to  Richard  Nevil  the  great  Earl  of  War- 

*  Vide  tah.  iii.  of  the  1  ft  and  zd  cditiom.  t  '^  brofce-out  io  Carllfle  Odober  jd. 

1  Ho1lb(hed-4i8.  ^  Gothrk's  Hilt.  Scotl.  III.  113. 

■I]  Buck'»Life  of  Richard  lU. 
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wick.  By  his  refidence  here  and  his  magnificent  mode  of  living  be  gained  great  popu- 
larity in  the  north,  and  he  feemed  to  depend  greatly  on  the  troops  from  that  part,  for 
he  caufed  five  thoufand  to  march  from  thence  to  London  to  fupport  his  coronation. 
On  his  death,  this  and  other  neighbouring  manors  reverted  to  the  crown  :  and  remain- 
ed in  that  ftate,  til!  they  were  granted  by  King  William  to  his  favourite  Bentinck  Earl  of 
Portland. 

The  caftle  was  difmantled  by  Cromwell,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  any  hiftory  to  have 
fuftained  a  fiege. 

In  this  town  lives  Mi&  Calvin  of  exquifiie  Ikill  and  accuracy  in  painting  of  plants  and 
flowers :  a  heaven-bom  genius  obfcure  and  unknown  I 

Full  many  term  of  pnreft  ray  ferenCt 
The  dtrk  unfaihomM  cate*  of  oeeao  hear  ; 
Full  manf  ■  flower  (■  born  to  blufh  unfeen, 
AnA  mile  its  fweetoeCi  in  the  dcftrt  «ir. 

She  communicated  to  me  a  moft  beautiful  drawing  of  a  fpedes  of  water-ouzel  Ihot 
in  the  neighbouring  fells.  It  w^  lefs  than  the  common  kind,  and  the  tail  {horier. 
The  throat  white,  crofled  below  with  a  du(ky  band  t  the  belly  mottled  with  black  and 
white :  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  the  back,  and  coverts  of  the  wings,  dufky,  Jlightly 
edged  with  white :  tail  and  primaries  Mack. 

Crofs  over  the  Eimot  at  Eamont  bridge.  The  river  and  bridge  take  their  name  from 
the  Saxon  Ea  or  Eye,  water,  and  mont,  as  the  water  flows  out  of  a  mountainous  re- 
gion.    On  palBng  the  bridge  I  immediately  enter  the  county  of 

WESTMORELAND. 

Septembers!,  At  afmalldiHance  beyond  the  bridge,  near  the  road  fide,  Is  the  circle 
called  Arthur's  round  table,  confiRmgof  a  high  dike  of  earth,  and  a  deep  fofs  within, 
furroundingan  area  twenty-nine  yards  in  diameter.  There  are  two  entrances  exactly 
oppofite'  to  each  other ;  which  interrupt  the  ditch  in  thofe  parts  filled  to  a  level  with  the 
middle.  Some  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  defigned  for  tilting  matches,  and  that  the 
champions  entered  at  each  opening.  Perhaps  that  might  have  been  the  purpofe  of  it ; 
for  the  fiz2  forbids  one  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  an  erfcampment. 

A  little  to  the  north  of  this,  on  the  fummit  of  a  fmall  hill,  is  Mayborough,  a  vaft 
drcular  dike  of  loofe  (tones  :  the  height  and  the  diameter  at  the  bottom  is  flupendcus : 
It  flopes  on  both  fides,  and  is  entirely  formed  of  pebbles,  fuch  as  are  coIle3ed  out  of 
rivers.  There  is  an  entrance  on  the  eaft  Tide  leading  into  an  area  eighty-eight  yards  in 
diameter.  Near  the  middle  is  an  upright  ftone  nine  feet  eight  inches  tugh,  and  feven-  ■ 
teen  in  circumference  in  the  thickeft  part.  There  had  been  three  more  placed  fo  as  to 
form  (with  the  other)  a  fqutre.  Four  again  flood  on  the  fides  of  the  entrance,  vis. 
one  on  each  exterior  comer ;  and  one  on  each  interior ;  but,  excepting  that  at  prefent 
remaining,  all  the  others  have  long  fince  been  blafted  to  clear  the  ground. 

The  ufe  of  thi?  accumulation  feems  to  have  been  the  fame  with  that  called  Bryn-gwyn 
at  Trer  Dryw  in  Anglefea  *,  a  fupreme  confiftory  of  Druidical  adminiftration,  as  the 
Britifli  names  import.  That  in  Anglefea  is  conltruded  in  the  fame  manner  with  this; 
but  at  prefejit  there  are  no  remains  of  columns  in  the  interior  part.  Tradition  is  entirely, 
filent  about  the  origin  of  this  place :  nothing  can  be  colteded  from  the  name,  which 
is  Saxon,  and  given  long  a^r  its  conftruAion. 

*  Mena  Antiqu,  sd  ed.  9a. 
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Almoll  optrafite  to  Mzyborouf^h  oia  the  Cumberland  fide  of  the  Elmot  is  a  va^t  csirn 
or  tumulus,  compofcd  of  round  (loaes,  and  furrounded  with  large  grit  ftones  of  dif> 
ferent  fizeSjfome  a.yard  fquare  j  which  all  together  form  a  circle  fixty  fett  in  diameter, 

Crofs  the  towther  or  Loder,  and  in  about  three  or  four  miles  diitance  pafs  Cllftoa 
Moor,  where  the  rebels  in  1745  facrificed  a  few  men  to  fave  the  reft  of  their  army. 

Reach  Shap  or  Heppe,  a  long  village  with  the  ruins  of  the  priory  of  Premonftrenfian 
•  canons  and  its  beautiful  tower  placed  in  a  fequeftered  bottom  to  the  north-weft  of  the 
road.  The  religious  of  this  houfe  were  originally  placed  at  Prefton  in  Kendai  by 
Thomas  fon  of  Gofpatric ;  and  afterwards  removed  to  this  valley,  which  in  old  times 
was  called  the  valley  of  Mary  Magdalene,  and  was  granted  to  ^hem  by  Robert  de 
Veteripont  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  King  John. 

On  the  common  near  the  road  fide  half  a  mile  beyond  the  village  are  certain  large 
circles,  and  ovals  formed  of  fmall  ftones  :  and  parallel  to  the  road  commences  a  double 
row  of  granites  of  immenfe  fizes,  crofied  at  the  end  by  another  row,  all  placed  at  feme,  ' 
diftance  from  each  other.  This  alley  I  may  call  it,  extended  once  above  a  mile ;  pafs> 
ing  quite  through  the  village ;  perfons  now  living  remember  to  have  feen  fome  ftonea 
that  formed  part  of  the  lines,  but  now  blafted  in  order  to  clear  the  ground.  The  fpace 
between  the  lines  at  the  fonth  end  is  eighty-eight  feet :  they  converge  towards  each 
other,  for  near  6hap  the  diftance  decreafes  to  fifty-nine  feet  j  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
met  and  concluded  in  a  point  forming  a  wedge.  That  this  monument  was  Danifti  may 
be  inferred  from  the  cuftom  of  the  Northern  nation  of  arranging  their  recording 
ftones  in  forms  that  they  feemed  to  determine  fliould  be  expreflive  of  certain  events : 
"  thofe  that  were  placed  in  a  ftrait  and  long  order  commemorated  the  emulations  of 
champions  :  fquares  fhewed  equeftrian  confit^s :  circles,  the  intermenta  of  families  :. 
wedge-fiiaped,  a  fortunate  vi£lory  *.  Succefs  might  have  attended  the  Northern  in- 
vaders in  this  place,  which  gave  rife  to  their  long  arrangement  c  the  fall  of  fome  con- 
&iiguineous  heroes  in  the  aaion  caufed  the  grateful  tribute  of  the  ftony  circles. 

Pafs  over  Shap  fells,  more  black,  dreary  and  melancholy  than  any  of  the  Highland 
hills,  being  nbt  only  barren,  but  deftitute  of  every  pifturefque  beauty.  This  gloomy 
fcene  conunues  for  feveral  miles  :  leave  on  the  right  tn^narrow  valley  of  Long  Sladale,. 
and  at  a  diftance  the  mouiltain  of  Kenmere  fell,  famous  for  its  ftate  quarnes.  The. 
profpe£t  grows  more  chearful  within  a  fmall  diftance  of 

.  Kfnda),  a  large  town,  feated  in  a  beautiful  valley  prettily  cultivated,  and  watered  by 
the  river  Ken.  The  principal  flreet  is  above  a  mile  long,  running  north  and  fouth  i~ 
the  houfes  old  and  irregular,  moftly  plaiftered.  Yet  the  whole  has  an  air  of  neatnels^ 
and  induftry  without  the  leaft  oftentation  of  wealth  ;  none  appear  meanly  poor,, 
or  infultingly  rich.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  about  feven  thoufand  y  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  manufadures  of  linfies,  worfted  ftockings  woven  and  knit,  and  a  coarfe  fort 
of  woollen  cloth  called  cottons,  fent  to  Glafgow,  and  from  thence  to  Virginia  for  the- 
ufe  of  the  negroes.  The  carding  and  the  friezing  mills,  the  rafping  and  cutting  of  log-- 
wood  by  different  machines  are  well  worth  feeing  :  and  the  tenter  fells  all  round  the  - 
town,  where  the  cloth  is  ftretched,  fliew  the  extent  of  the  manufadufes,,  which  employ, 
great  quantities  of  wool  from  Scotland  and  Durham. 

Yet  the  place  labours  under  great  difadvantages  ;  the  country  near  it  yields  no  com* 
except  oats :  the  fuel  is  in  general  peat ;  for  the  coals  being  brought  from  Wigan  and> 
other  diftant  places,  coft  nineteen  Ihillings  per  ton  :.  yet  notwithftanding,  it  has  flouriftied 
inmanu&flureft  from  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second  to  the  prefenu:  Camden  honours - 
it  with  this  encomium,  Lanifcti  Gloria^  et  Indu^iapracellem, 
*  Olaiu  Uagnni  de  Gnt.  Septcnu.Iib.i.  c.  i9. 

ram' 


y  Google 


FENNANT*8   TOUR   IN   SOOTLAHD.  I  23 

I  am  furprized  that  Doftor  Bum  fliould  omit  the  mention  ofa  native  of  this  town  who 
w^ld  have  done  honour  to  any  country.  Thomas  Shaw,  the  celebrated  traveler,  was 
bom  here  in  1693.  He  was  fon  of  Gabriel  Shaw,  Iheermanand  dyer,  a  reputable  and 
profitable  bufinefs.  The  merit  of  his  travels  in  Barbary,  Egypt,  and  the  Holy-land, 
■rejuftly  in  the  higbeft  eftlmation  *,  and  beyond  the  danger  of  being  either  depretiated 
or  luperfeded.  He  became  fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  and  was  promoted  to 
the  headfbip  of  Edmund  Halt,  and  in  1751  died  in  high  reputation  fur  knowledge, 
probity,  and  pleafantry.  His  countenance  was  grotefque,  but  marked  mofl  ftrongjy 
with  jocularity  and  good  humour,  fo  as  to  difiufe  into  the  company  the  full  e^eSts  of 
bis  innocent  and  inUruftive  mirth.  The  print  prefixed  to  bis  works  is  a  faithful  repre- 
fentation  of  this  excellent  and  able  chara^er. 

The  church  is  large,  divided  into  five  aiHes.  The  mofl  remarkable  tomb  is  one  in  the 
altar  form  of  black  marble,  with  various  ^tvaa  on  the  fide  and  end,  fuppofed  to  be  that 
of  William  Parr,  anceflor  of  William  Parr  Marquis  of  Northampton,  and  his  filler 
Queen  Catherine,  wife  to  Henry  VIII.         .  '        ^ 

The  rmns  of  the  cafUe  are  on  the  fummit  of  a  round  hill  on  the  ealt  fide  of  the  town. 
It  is  of  great  antii^uity ;  but  the  founder  is  not  known.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
built  OD  an  ardhaal  mount  raited  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  a  deep  fo0e  round  ths 
bafe.  The  barony  of  Kendal  was^  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Ivo  de  Tale- 
bois,  one  of  bis  followers,  whofe'deTcendants  frequently  refided  in  the  caflle.  From 
them  it  pafied  by  marriage  to  the  Rofles,  and  from  them  to  the  Parrs :  and  when  in 
their  polTeffion  Catherine  afterwards  Queen  of  England  was  bom  here  ;  a  lady  who 
had  the  good  fortune  to  defcend  to  the  grave  with  tier  head,  in  all  probability  merely . 
by  outliviffg  her  tyrant.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  caflle  fuflained  any  fiege :  but  in 
1 774  the  Scots,  under  Duncan  Earl  of  Fife,  entered  and  plundered  the  town,  broke 
open  the  churches,  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  Tparing  neither  age  nor  fex  f* 

Take  a  very  pleafant  walk  to  Water-Crook,  a  mile  (Ultant,  along  the  fides  of  the 
Ken.  This  had  been  the  Concan^um  of  the  Notida,  a  {Ration  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the 
river,  whofe  veftiges  are  almoft  worn  away  by  the  plough.  Altars,  coins,  and  other 
.antiquities  have  been  found  here.  I  faw  in  the  walls  of  the  barn  of  the  form  houfe,  the 
monumental  infcription  preferved  by  Mr.  Horfely,  p.  300,  fuppofed  by  him  to  have 
been  in  memory  of  two  ireed-men ;  and  that  there  was  added  the  penalty  of  aUne  on 
aaj  who  prefumed  to  bury  in  that  fepulchre.  Here  is  preferved  an  altar  un-infcribed, 
but  ornamented  with  beautiful  feftoons : .  and  I  alfo  faw  the  remains  of  the  Hatue  fup- 
pofed oJF  Bacchus  or  Silenus. 

Crofe  the  river  and  walk  over  fome  fine  meadows.  Pafs  by  fome  large  round  hil- 
locks, one  appearing  artificial :  afcend  to  gain  the  heights,  above  the  town :  leave  below 
me  near  the  ftirts  a  well  called  the  Anchorite's,  probably  from  fome  hermitage  once  in 
its  naghbourhood.  Reach  Caftlehow  hill,  a  great  artificial  mount  above  the  town, 
and  oppofite  to  the  caflle.  The  fummit  is  flat :  juft  within  its  wrge  is  a  circular  ditch : 
and  another  tranfverfe,  probably  the  place  of  the  foundation  of  a  tower.  Round  the 
bafe  is  a  deep  fofs  and  high  dike,  and  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  dike  two  baflions  to  give 
it  additional  llrength.  Immediately  below  is  a  fpot  called  Battle  placd,  but  tradition 
does  not  preferve  the  reafon  of  the  name. 

At  a  very  fmall  diftance  from  Kendal  I  crofTed  the  Ken  f  purfued  my  journey  over 
Ead-moor,  and  palTed  through  the  townfhip  of  Prefton  Richard,  in  the  parifh  of 
Haf  erfham,  remarkable  for  being,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  U.  to  that  of  Edward  III. 

*  See  Bnti&Zoology,  i.  p.  1(6. 4,to.  ori53.8ro,  f  HoIiiilIu<riCliroit.9i. 
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a  fpace  of  two  hundred  years,  ovraed  by  perfons  of  the  name  of  Richard  de  Prefton. 
Soon  after,  veoC  through  the  fmall  market  town  of  Burtoa  in  Kendal,  in  the  parilh  of 
Barton,  the  molt  fouthem  of  any  in  Weftoioreland.    At  a  fmalldillance  enter 

LANCASHIRE. 

After  traTelling  an  uninterefting  ftage  reach  its  capital  Lancalter^  a  Urge  and  well 
buik  towD,  feated  on  the  Lune,  a  river  navigable  for  (hips  of  350  tons  as  high  as  the 
bridge.  The  Cudom'houfe  is  a  fmall  but  moil  elegant  building,  with  a  portico  fup> 
ported  by  four  Ionic  pillars,  on  a  mod  beautiful  pTaia  pediment.  There  is  a-  double 
flight  of  neps,  a  ruftic  furbafe  and  coins ;  a  work  that  does  much  credit  t<y  Mr,  Gillow^ 
the  architect,  an  iuhabitant  of  this  town. 

The  church  is  feated  on  an  eminence,  and  commands  an  extenflre  but  not  a  pleaGog 
view.  The  caftle  is  entire,  the  courts  of  juftice  are  held  in  it ;  and  it  is  alfo  the  county 
jail.  The  front  is  very  magnificent,  conmts  of  two  lar^  angular  towers,  widi  a  hand- 
fome  gateway  between. 

Eleven  miles  farther  is  the  village  Garftang,  feated  on  a;  fertile  pliun,  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  the  fells,  on  the  wefl  by  Felling  mofs,  which  formerly  made  an  eruption  like 
that  of  Solway.  The  adjacent  country  is  famous  for  producing  the  fined  cattle  in  all 
the  county.  ■  A  gentleman  m  that  neighbourhood  has  refufed  30  guineas  for  s  three 
yearoldcovr:  calves  of  a  month  old  nave  beenfoldfor  lo:*  and  bulls  from  70  to. 
i-oo  guineas,  which  have  afterwards  been  hired  out  for  the  feafon  for  30 ;  fo,  notwith- 
flandmghis  Eoisfonune,  well  might  bonefl  Bamaby  celebrate  the  Cattle  of  tbi$i>lace. 

Veni  Girftang  iibi-nata 
SoDt  AnncDUt  rrotite  Uta^ 
Veni  Garftang,  ubi  male 
IntnH  forum  belUale. 
Feric  ucdllEado  tico 
Hue  et  Slue  cnm  aiaico*. 
'  Li  Jurracx  doiium  nii 

Cujns  corau  \kita  iui. 

A  little  to  the  eaft  n  xruined  tower,  the  remuns  of  Ginefiebaagh  oaftle,.  bunt,.ac- 
Camden  fiippofes,  by  Thomas  Stanley  fird  Earl  of  Derby,  to  prote^  himfelf  from  the 
outlawed  nobility,  whbfe  eftates  had  been  granted  him  by  Henry  VII. 

September  ssd,  hadened  through  Prefton^  "^gan,  Warnngton,  and  Cheder,  and 
fiufhed  my  journey  with  a  rapture  of  which  no  fond  parent  can  be  ignorant,  that  of 
being  again  lefttscd  to  twoionocent  prattlers  after  aa  abfence  equally  regicttedby  ^t 
parties^ 


ikPPENDIX.— SuMBBR  E 

0/  Scotch  Pines. 
B7  Jmci  FAK<tyHA«80H,  £fq.>.of  Ihvekcaulb^ 

IT  is  gHieraMy  believed  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  fir  trees,  the  produce  of  Scot- 
land, viz.  the  red  or  refmous  large  trees,  of  a  fine  grain,  and  hard  foUd  wood :  the 
other,  a  white  wooded  fir  witb  a  much  fmaller  proportion  of  refm  in  it,  of  a  coarfer 
grain,  ami  a  foft  fpongy  natwe,  never  comes  to  fuch  a  fize,  and  much  more  liaUe  to 

decay. 
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decay.  At  6HI  appearance,  this  would  readily  denote  tsro  difHnft  fpeaes,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  all  the  trees  in  Scotland,  under  the  denomination  of  Scotch  fir,  are  the 
fame;  and  that  the  difference  of  the  quality  of  the  wood,  and  fize  of  the  trees,  is  cer- 
tainly owing  to  circum{ldnce8,  fuch  as  the  climate,  fituation,  and  foil  they  grow  tn. 
The£e  fined  fir-trees  appear  in  the  mod  mountainous  parts  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,- 
in  glens  or  on  fides  of  hills  generally  lying  to  a  oorfherty  afpeft,  and  the  foil  of  a  hard' 
gravelly  confiftence,  being  the  natural  produce  of  thefe  places  ;  the  winged  feeds  arc- 
Kattered  in  quantities  by  the  winds,  from  the  cones  of  the  adjacent  trees,  which  expand 
m  April  ^nd  May,  with  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  thefe  feedltngs  when  young,  rife  extremely 
dofe  together,  this  makes  them  grow  ftraight,  and  free  from  fide  branches  of  any  fize,  to- 
the  height  of  50  or  60  feet  before  they  acquire  thediameter  of  a  foot :  even  in  this  pro- 
grels  10  height,  they  are  very  How,  occafioned  by  the*  poornefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  num- 
bers on  a  fmall  furface,  which  I  may  fay  makes  them  in  a  confiant  fiate  of  war  for  their 
fcanty  nourifiiment,  the  ftronger  and  tallefl  by  degrees-  overtopping  the  weaker,  and 
when  the  winds  blow  they  lalh  againll  one  another  f  this  afiids  in  beating  off  any  hori> 
zont'al  branches  that  might  damage  the  timber  with  knots,  as  well  as  by  degrees  crufties 
the  overtopped  trees.  In  fuch  flate  ofhoftility.  they  continue  flruggling  until  the 
mailer  trees  acquire  Ibme  fpace  around  them  ;  then  they  begin  to  Oioot  out  in  a  more 
bufliy  manner  at  the  top,  gradually  lofing  their  ^iral  form,  increafmg  afterwards 
more  in  fize  of  body  then  height,  fome  acquiring  four  feet  diameter,  and  above  fixty 
feet  of  hdgbt  to  the  branches,  fit  for  the  finefl:  deal  board.  I'he  growth  is  extremely 
flow,  as  is  plainly  proved  by  the  fmallnefs  of  the  grain  of  the  wood,  which  appears  dif- 
tin£lly  incircles,  from  the  centre  to  the  bark.  Upon  cutting  a  tree  ove'rclofe  ^t  the 
root,  I  can  venture  to  point  out  the  exi&  age,  which  m  thefe  old  firs  comes  to  an  amaz* 
ing  number  of  years,  1  lately  pitched  upon  a  tree  of  twd  feet  and  a  ha,lf  diameter,  as 
this  Is  near  the  fize  of  a  planted  fir  of  fifty  years  of  age  mentioned,  and  I  counted  ex- 
adly  two  hundred  and  fourteen  circles  or  coats,  which  makes  this  natural  fir  above  four 
times  the  age  of  the  planted  one.  Now  as  to  planted  firs,  thefe  are-raifed  firll  in  dreffed 
ground  from  the  feed,  where  they  Hand  two  feafons  or  more,  then  are  planted  out  in 
the  ground  they  are  to  continue  in  .at  regular  diftances,  have  a  clear  circumference 
round  them  for  extending  both  roots  and  branches ;  the  one  gives  too  quick  nourilh- 
ment  to  the  tree  which  Cioots  out  in  luxuriant  growths,  and  the  other  allows  many  of 
the  branches  to  fpread  horizontally,  fpoiling  the  timber  with  knots  j  befidesj  this  quick 
growth  occafions  thefe  thick  yearly  circular  coats  of  wood^- which  form  acoaife  grain, 
of  a  fpongy  foft  nature.  The  juices  never  after  ripen  into  a  proportional  quantity- 
their  refinqus  prefervative  balm :  fo  that  the  plantations  decay  before  the  wood  acquires 
age,  at  a  valuable  fize,  and  the  nmber  when  ufed  in  work  has  neither  flirength,  beauty, 
Bor  duration.  I  believe  the  climate  has  likewife  a  great  fliare  in  forming  the  nature  of 
the  beft  wood,  which  I  account  for  in  the  following  manner.  The  moll  mountaiilous 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  particularly  the  northerly  hanging  fituations,  where  thefe  fine 
fir  trees  are,  have  a  much  fliorter  time  of  vegetation  than  a  more  foutherly  expofure, 
or  the  lower  open  countries,  being  (haded  by  high  hills  from  the  rays  of  the  fun  even 
at  mid-day  for  months  together,  lo  that  with  regard  to  other  vegetables  nature  vifibly 
continues  longer  in  a  torpid  flate  there  than  in  other  places-  of  the  fame  latitude. 
This  dead  Hate  of  nature  for  fo  long  a  time  yearly  appears  to  me  neceffary  to  form  the 
flxength  and  health  of  this  particular  fpecies  of  timber,  t^o  doubt  they  may  at  firil 
fliow  a  gratefulnefs  for  better  foil  and  more  fun  by  (hooting  out  fpontaneoufly,  but  if 
the  plant  or  tree  is  fo  altered  by  this  luxury  that  it  cannot  attain  any  degree  of  perfec- 
tion fit  for  the  purpofes  intended,  the  attempt  certainly  proves  in  vaiiu 
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Fromwluuls  faid  above,  it  ia  not  at  all  myintenticm  to  difliude  from  planting  Scotch  &r, 
but  to  encourage  thofe  that  have  the  proper  foil  and  fttuation  to  do  foi  being  of  ojMnton 
that  where  thefe  circumftances  agree,  and  there^  planting  not  in  lines,  but  ureguhrly  and 
thicker  than  common,  the  treeswill  come  to  be  of  equal  iize  and  yalue  with  the  natii- 
ral«nes.  In  confidence  of  this,  I  have  planted  feveral  millions  on  the  fides  of  lulls  out 
■of  re<^h  of  feed  from  the  natural  firs.  ' 

APPENDIX.— Number  II. 
"Of  Elgin  and  the  Shire  of  Murray. 

BrtbeRer.  Mr.  SHiT.Minifterof  Elgio. 

THE  pariih  of  Elgin  can  afford  little  natter  for  anfwering  Mr.  Pennant's  queries, 
and  therefore  I  extend  my  view  through  the  whole  province  or  country  of  Murray,  ex- 
tending by  the  coaft  fromtheriverofSpey  tothe  eaft,  tothe  river  of  Beauly  to  the  weft, 
which  is  the  boundary  of  the  province  of  Rofs  :  and  extending  to  the  fouth-weft  as  far 
asthenprth  endofLoch-Lochy,  and  comprehending  the  countries  of  Strathfpey,  Bade- 
noch,  Strathem,  Strath-naim,  and  Stra'th-nerlck,  all  which  were  the  feats  of  the  an- 
^cient  Moravienfes.  I  fliall  i^ake  my  anfwers  to  the  queries  in  order,  and  advance  no- 
thing but  what  confifts  with  my  perfonal  knowledge,  or  for  which  I  have  unquefUonable 
authority. 

I.  Thisprovince  is  "naturally  divided  by  the  rivers  of  Spey.LolTeyi  Flndem,  Nairn, 
Nefs,  and  Beauly.  The  river  of  Spey  rifmg  on  the  borders  of  Lochaber  is  more  than 
fixty  Scotch  miles.  Or  a  hundred  Englifh  in  length,  but  too  rapid  to  be  navigable. 
Upon  this  river  great  floats  of  fir  and  birch  wOod  are  carried  down  to  the  firth  j  the 
iloat  is  guided  by  a  man  fitting  in  a  courach,  of  which  Solinus,  cap.  22.  fays  of  the 
Irifh,  **  Navigant  vimineis  alveis,  quos  circumdant  ambitione  tergorum  bubulorum,"  a 
fiiort  but  exaS  defcription  of  the  courach.  It  is  in  Ihape  oval,  about  four  feet  long  and 
three  broad,  a  fmall  keel  from  head  to  ftem,  a  few  ribs  crofs  the  keel,  and  a  ring  of 
pliable  wood  round  the  lip  of  it,  the  whole  covered  with  the  rough  hide  of  an  ox  or  a 
norft;.  The  rower  fits  on  a  tranfverfe  feat  in  the  middle,  and  holds  in  his  hand  a  rope, 
.the  end  of  which  is  tied  to  the  float,  and  with  the  other  hand  he  manages  a  paddle,  and 
keeps  the  float  in  deep  water  and  brings  it  to  fliore  when  he"  pleafes.  The  rivers  of 
Loffey,  Findem  and  Nairn,  have  nothing  remarkable  in  them,  but  the  river  ofNefeis 
obfervable  on  the  following  accounts,  viz.  It  runs  from  Loch-Nefs,  a  lake  23  miles 
long,  and  from  3  to  3  broad  ;  this  loch  is  fed  by  a  river  running  from  Loch-Eoch,  into 
which  a  river  falls  from  Loch-Garrie,  into  which-  a  river  enters  from  Loch-Queich  : 
Loch-Nefs  and  the  river  running  from  it  never  freeze,  but  the  water  is  Varmin  the 
keeneft  froft.  There  are  many  other  lakes  in  this  province,  of  which  one  called  the 
lake  Dundelchack  is  remarkable  :  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  told  me  that 
this  lake  is  never  covered  with  ice  before  the  month  of  January,  but  in  that  month  and 
February  one  night's  ftrong  frofl  covers  it  all  over  with  ice  :  this  lake  flands  in  the  pariih 
of  Dums,  within  two  miles  of  Loch-Nefs.  On  thecaft  fide  of  Loch-nefs,  a  large  mile 
above  the  loch,  ia  the  water-fall  of  Foher,  where  the  river  Feach  Len  falls  over  a  rteep 
rock  about  80  feet  in  height  j  and  the  water  breaking  upon  the  fhelves,  rarifies  like  a 
fog.  In  this  province  are  fcveral  chalybeate  mineral  fprings,  as  at  Tlnland  in  Lambride 
parifh,  at  Auchterblare  in  Duthel  pariih,  at  Relugos  in  Edenkedy  pariih,  at  Muretown  In 
Invernefs  parifli. 
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n.  Tn  die  puifli  of  Dratnie  there  is  a  large  cave  open  to  the  feaj  of'a-connderable 
length,  breadth,  and  height.  There  are  many  natural  caves  in  the  hills,  within  which 
hunters,  herds  and  thieves  take  ftielter  in  time  of  ftorm :  there  is  an  artifical  cave  in  the 
lands  of  Raits  in  Badenoch,  in  which  fugitives  and  thieves  were  wont  to  reft;  but  it  i» 
now  dcmolithed  in  part.  Of  the  mountains  in  this  province  I  ftiall  name  bur  two  or 
Aree  :  the  Camgorm  in  Strathfpey  is  remarkable  for  its  height,-  and  for  the  Hones  found 
Bpon  it;  Ihavefeen  thefe  ftones  of  blue,  green,  yellow,  and  amber  colours;  fome  fo 
large  as  to  make  big  fiiuff-boxes  or  fm^l  cups;  fome  ofa-hexagonaIorpentagonaL> 
figure,  and  tapering  to  a  point  at  each  end.  Thcfeare  now  well  known  to  the  curious- 
and  to  jewellers.  Another  mountain  is  B-^nalar  in  Badenoch,  which  L  imagine  is  the  - 
higheft  ground  in  Scotland,  for  waters  running  from  it  fall  into  the  fea  at  Dundee,  at 
Inverlochy,  and  at  Garmoch  in  Murray.  On  the  weft  iid6  of  -Loch-Nefe  there  is  a  hill^ 
called  Mtafiiarvoney  ;  Mr.  Gordon  the  geographer  was  impofed  upon  by  being  told' 
that  it  is  two  miles  perpendicular  above  the  lake,  and  that  on  the  top  of  it,  there  is  a; 
imall  I3ke  which  could  never  be  founded,  and  communicates  with  Loch-Nefs>:  butF 
can  afliiFe  yon  it  is  not  near  one  mile  above  the  loch,  and  there  is  no  fuch  lake  on  the 
top  of  it.  For  pi£turef()ue  fcenes,  worth  drawing,  I  know  none  except  Locb-Nefs : 
withthe  rocks,  woods,  cafcades  of  rilU  of  water,and  fome  plots  of  corn  land,  on  both' 
fides  of  the  loch,  which  make  a  del%titful  fcene  to  one  failing  the  loch  io  the-  King's-^ 
yatcht,  or  in  a  barge. 

'  m.  No  earthquake,  that  I'  can  Ifeam^  wai  ever  f^h  in  tliis  province.  No  whirlwind^ 
any  way  remarkable:  there  are  feveral  echoes,  but  fcarcely  worth  the  mentioning. 
About  uie  i733or  4^  flafhesof  lightning  fo  ftruck  the  houfe  of  Innes  near  Elgin,  as  by 
entering  into  crevices  in  the  wall  to  drive  out  big  ftones,  likewife  to  rent  a  oonfiderable  - 
long  vaultf.and  to  tofs  a  large  cap^ftbne  above  forty  yards  firDni  the  houfe,  as  the  late  Sir ' 
Harry  Innes  of  that  ilk  told  me.  . 

IV.  The  common  difeafes  in  our  country  zre  fevers,  rheumsi.  cold,  fcrofula,  hyfteric ' 
and  hypoeondriac  i-  bites  of  ferpents,  and  mad  dogs.    Our  natural  phyficians  cure  - 
feven,  by  making  the'patient  drink. plentifully  of  barley  water  or  wangrefs,  and-when- 
Ae  fever  rifes  high  the  patient  drinks  a  large  draught  of  cold  water  wmch -brings  out  a- 
profiife  fweat,  that  ends  in  a  cri^     For  rheums,  they  twice  a-day  bathe  the  part  af- 
feded,  pouring  cold  water  upon  it,  and  after  it  is  dried,  rubbing  it  till'tt  i3wann,and 
covering  it  with  plaiding  or  flannel.    For  colds,  they  keep  bed  for  two  days^  drinking 
warm,  and  if  they  fweat  not,  they  take  the  cold  bath  in  a  river  or  brook^  which  produces  - 
fweat.    The  fcrofula  they  find  incurable,  but  in  young  perfons,  by  wuhing  olten  with 
limewaterrit  coresin  a  few  years.    Hyfterics  and  hypocondriacs,.in  my  opinion,  are- 
ife  eSeQ.6  of  tea,  cofltee,  lloth  and  lasmefs,  bnt  thefe  dUeafes  are  never  known  in  our 
ifigblands.  When  one  is  bit  by  a  ferpent  or  fnake,Jf  he  can  reach  the  wound,  befgcks 
dK  blood,  covers  the  wotiad,  and  often  foments  the  part  wounded,  and- members 
round  it^  vitb  a  decodion  of  the  buds  and  leaves  of  aOi .  trees.    When  one  is*  Int  by  a 
nad  d(^,  as  often!  happens  in  the  Highlands,  he  with  a  razor  imhiediately  cuts  out  the 
llefii  of  the  p^rt  wounded,  fucks  the  blood  in  plenty,  and  covers  the  wound  with  a  band- 
fiill  of  cobvrebs:  orif  he  has  not  courage  to  cut  oatthe  SeOi,  and  thereby  topj-event. 
ffaepoifon  £rom  mixing  with  the  blood,  hecaufesthewoimdtobewell  fucked,  and  then 
foiaents  it  wiA  warm  oil  or  melted  butter.    J  have  ieea  thefe  cures  jierfornwd  with  re-  - 
mark  Ale  fuccefs.     We  have  had,  fiity  years^ago,  a  terrible  difeafe  called  the  Civans, 
vhicfa  broke  out  into  blotches  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  and  often  turned  into  a  gim- 
gieae.intbe&Gc:  Ibis  diieafe  was  brought  by  the  military  returning  irom  Ftan&n, 
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and  was  cured  only  by  2  plentifal  falivation  with  mercury,  but  now  we  are  liappfly 
free  from  it. 

V.  Id  the  pirifh  of  Elgio*  Xviliiam  Calanch,  a  farmer,  died  about  the  year  1740,  at 
the  age  of  about  1 1 9  years ;  we  have  had  many  who  lived  to  an  1 00  years ;  we  have 
fome  who  have  two  thumbs  on'  each  hand,  or  two  great  toes  on  each  foot. 

VI.  and  VII.  In  this  town  of  Elgin  the  number  of  inhabitants  increafes,  occafioned 
by  Grangers  living  in  the  borough  and  many  poor  people  coming  from  the  country 
into  it.     But  in  the  parilh  to  landward  the  number  appears  to  decreafe,  by  reafim  of 

■  tenants  taking  up  larger  farms  than  formerly :  the  number  now, is  above  5000. 

VIII.  The  corns  raifed  in  this  province  are  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas  and  beans,  and 
rye.  Of  thefe  in  good  years  we  have  enough  to  ferve  the  country,  and  to  export  above 
2?,ooo  bolls,  befides  ferving  the  Highland  countries.  Our  manufactures  are  linen  in 
xonfiderable 'quantities,  wool  and  common  ftufis,  and  now  at  Invemefs  a  flourifiiiag 
fail  manufa£tory,  and  a  ropery.  Our  Afhery  is  confiderable,  for  of  white  or  fea-filh 
«here  is  great  plenty  to  ferve  the  country  and  towns,  and  fometimes  to  ezponTa  little. 
And  our  falmon  on  the  rivers  of  Spey,  Findem,  Nefs,  and  Beauly,  ferves  the  towns 
and  country,-and  we  export  annually  to  the  value  of  about  i3,oool. 

IX.  Near  the  frith,  the  iarmers  manure  with  fea  ware  or  weeds,  which  produces 
richly;  in  other  parts  they  ufe  marie,  lime,  dung  of  cattle,  and  in  the  Highlands  tathing, 
i.  e.  keeping  their  cattle  in  fummer  and  autumn  within  pinfolds  on  barren  or  relied 
ground,  that  by  their  dung  they  may  enrich  the  foil ;  and  in  many  parts  they  ufe 
£reen  earth  misled  with  the  dung  of  black  cattle  and  horfes. 

X.  We  cultivate  fume  hemp,  much  flax,  of  which  we  not  only  make  Imen  for  home 
^onfumption,  and  have  three  bleaching  fields  within  the  province,  beiides  private 
bleaching,  but  we  fell  great  quantities  cf  liaen  yam  to  the  merchants  of  Glafgow  and 
others.     We  likewife  cultivate  potatoes  in  great  plenty  to  ferve  the  country. 

XI.  From  the  Lowlands  of  the  province  few  or  no  cattle  are  fent  out  of  the  country, 
but  from  the  Highland  glens  and  valleys,  feveral  hundreds  of  black  cattle,  fome  horfeSj 
but  no  fwine,  are  annually  fold  into  England  and  the  fouthem  counties  of  Scotland. 

XII.  There  are  in  this  province  feveral  fmall  mounts  or  motes,  of  which  I  cannot 
ijetermine  wh^er  any  of  them  be  artificial  or  not ;  they  generally  Hand  about  40  paces 
one  from  another ;  I  ffiall  name  only  the  following :  viz.  Near  the  town  of  Elgin 
are  two  lilde  mounts  called  the  fhooting-buts,  and  two  of  the  fame  kind  are  near  the 
iirk  of  Petty.  1  am  -inclined  to  think,  that,  before  the  invention  of  fire-arms,  thefc 
were  marks  for  ihooting  at  with  bows,  and  arrows ;  but  that  in  time  of  Druidifra,  they 
were  the  feats  on  which  the  Druids  met  to  determine  queflions  in  law  and  property  ; 
■and  they  are  in  the  Gaelic  language  called  Tomavoed,  1.  e.  the  court  hill ;  and  in  the 
Xouth,  tiiey  are  calbd  Laws,  as  North  Berwick  J^aw,  Largo  Law,  &c.  I  may  add  the 
Omnis  terra,  or  Mote-hill  at  Scoon.  We  have  fewmiUtary  entrenchments  worth  the 
mentioning,  as  the  Romans  encamped  little,  if  at  all,  fo  far  north.  Dniidical  circles 
Jiave  been  very  frequent  in  this  province.  The  flones  were  generally  about  four  feet 
in  length,  and  eighteen  inches  in  breadth ;  for  the  mofl  part,  the  {tones  are  removed 
by  the  country  people,  and  I  Jhallname  but  one  or  two;  viz.  at  Stonny-field  near  In* 
vemeis,  there  was  a  large  circle  about  thirty  feet  diameter,  fome  of  the  ftones  as  yet 
{land.  In  Durris,  at  the  north  end  of  I^och-Nefs,  is  a  Druid  temple  of  three  concentric 
circles  :  in  all  thefe  dniidical  circles^  there  was  an  altar-ftone  at  the  centre,  but  that  at 
Purris  is  taken  away,  and  near  the  centre  is  a  hollowed  Hone,  which  either  was  a  laver 
to  walb  in,  or  a  bafon  to  receive  the  blood  of  the  &cri6ce.    BeQdes  circles,  there  were 

JO  many 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


MVVAKT  S  TOpX  «f  SCOTlJhMS.  1  tg 

xamj  druidkal  cainu  ta  thia  country,  bb  which,  at  their  Memo  feflivals,  ^ttey  offered 
.their  facnfices  ^  thefe  caims  were  about  five  feet  high,  and"  about  thirty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  hedged  around  with  Aones  pitted  in  the  earth  to  prevent  fhe  falling 
out  of  the  ftones  of  the  cairn ;  fucb  a  cairn  Hands  in  the  parilh  of  Alves,  four  miles 
from  Elgin ;  another  in  the  parifli  of  Bimey,  two  miles  from  that  town ;  and  two  or 
three  near  Avemore,  ii^  the  parifh  of  Duthel .  in  Strathfpey.  From  thefe  circles  and 
caims  many  churches  are  to  .this  day  called  Clacbani  i.  e.  a  colle£Uoa  of  (lones ;  and 
.as  they  ftood  in  time  of  druidifm  in  groves  and  woods,  a  church  in  Wales  was  called 
Lhan,  probably  from  Lhuin  a  grove.  There  is  within  a  half-mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  town 
of  Forres,  an  obelifk  called  Seven's  (lone.  1'he  height  of  it  cannot  now  with  certainty 
bekaowQ,it  is  laid  to  be  twelve  feet  funk  in-the  corn-field.  Whenfome  years  ago  it  was 
likely  to  ^11,  the  Countefs  of  Murray  catifed  it  to  be  ere^ed,  and  much  funk  to  pre* 
vent  Jailing :  it  is  about  twenty.three  feet  above  ground,  about  four  feet  broad ;  what 
is  above  ground  is  vifibly  divided  into  feven  parts,  whereof  the  lowed  is  almofl  hid  by 
the  ftones  fupporting  it ;  the  fecond  divifton  contains  many  figures,  but  much  defaced ; 
in  the  third  compartment  are  figures  of  men,  and  fome  of  beads  with  human  heads-; 
the  fourth  contains  enfigns  and  military  weapons ;  and  in  the  fifth,  fixtfa,  and  fevcntb, 
the  figures  are  fcarce  difcemible;  on  the  reverfe  there  is  a  crofs,  beneath  which  are  two 
human  figures  of  a  Gothic  form ;  this  feems  to  be  a  monument  of  a  battle  fought  ia 
that  place,  by  King  Malcolm  II.  of  Scotland  againll  the  Danes,  about  the  year  1008. 
There  are  about  two  or  three  obeliiks  of  fix  or  feven  feet  high  below  the  kirk  of  Aives^ 
jirobably  as  monuments  of  ikinmlhes,  and  the  burying  of  men  of  fome  figure. 

Xm.  In  this  province  we  bad  two  bifliopricks,  one  abby,  three  priories,  once.prae- 
ceptory,  and  feveral  convents.  The  firft  bifhopric  was  that  of  Murthlack,  now  Mort- 
lidi,  ereSed  by  K.  Male.  II.  An.  loio,  when  he  h^  given  a  total  defeat  to  the  Danes 
in  that  valley :  the  diocefe  coidiiled  otdy  of  three  panlhes,  and  after  three  bifliops  had  ' 
fenred  tlKre  it  was  tranflated  to  Aberdeen,  an.  1 142.  As  an  account  of  it  will  be 
fully  givtij  by  others,  I  infifl:  not  further. 

The  fecond  biflioprick  was  that  of  Murray.  In  the  fourth  century  the  bifhop  ^• 
feOced  a  pre-eminence  over  his  fellow  prefisyters,  and  an  equality  in  many  things  to 
foTcreign  princes :  as  princes  had  their  Uirones,  Were  crowned,  wore  crowns^had  their 
palaces,  their  minillers  of -Itate,  thdr  privy  coimdl,  and  their  fubjeds ;  fo  bilhc^  had 
a  folium,  a  confecration,  a  mitre,  palaces,  dignified  clergy,  chapter,  and  inferior  clergy. 
The  epifct^l  bilhopric  of  Murray,  was,  in  my  opinion,  erei^ed  by  K.  Alexander  L  j  and 
the  blfhops  of  it  were  in  fuccefilon. 

(i.)  Gregorius,  who  is  a  witnds  in  a  charter  of  K.  Dand  L  to  Dumfermline,  con- 
finning  K.  Alexander's  charter  to  that  abby ;  there  he  is  called  Gregoriiia  Moravienfis 
EpUcopus :  and  in  the  foundation  charter  of  the  priory  of  Schoon,  an.  1115,  GregO" 
rius  Epifcopus  is  a  witnefs,  who  probably  was  the  fame  with  the  formerly  mentioned. 

(2.)  William  was  made  apoftofic  l^te,  an.  1 159,  and  died  1 162.  1  find  not  what 
time  be  was  confecrated. 

(3.)  Felix,  is  witnels  in  a  charter  by  K.  ^^illiam,  WilielmoMo  frefimi  de  Urriiy  de 
StrabUck,  R^oii,  In/bkeU,  Dt^iu  Macbarty  et  Kiiaroy,    He  died  about  an.  1 1 70. 

^4.)  Simeon  de  Toney,  monk  of  Meb^fe,  elected  1171,  and  died  an.  1184,  he  was 
buried  in  Birney. 

(5.)  Andrew,  confecrated  an.  1184,  and  died  1185. 

(6.)  Richard,  confecrated  Idi.  Martii,  an.  1187,  by  Hugo  biihop  of  St.  Andrew^ 
and  died  an.  1203,  and  was  buried  inSpynie. 
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(7:)  Bricius,  brother  of  WtKiam  lord  of  Douglasj  and  prior  of  Leflmah^p,  cteAcft 
an.  1 203,  and  died  an.  1  s  22,  and  was  buried  at  Spynie.  He  had  reprefented  t«  tb»- 
pope  that  the  former  bifttops  had  no  fixed  fee,  or  cathedral,  fome  reftding  at  BimtV, 
fome  at  Kinnedar,  and  fome  at  ^nie ;  and  be  obtained  that  Spynie  ihonid  be  the 
the  l»(hop*8  fee ;  he  appointed  the  digmfied  clergy  and  canons,  and  founded  a  college 
of  canons,  eight  in  number. 

(8.)  Andrew  (fon  of  William  Murray  of -Duffus,  dean  of  Murray,.)  confecrated. 
an.  1223.  He  founded  the  cathedral  church  at  Elgin,  added  fourteen  canons  to  tA»- 
college,  and  afligned  manfes  and  prebends  for  them,  and  for  the  digni5ed  clergy,  and. 
died  an.  1242. 

'  Here  it  will  be  proper  to  give  fome  account  of  the  cathedral  church  at  Elgin,  for- 
it  does  not  appear  that  Briceus  built  any  church  at  Spynie.  BifHop  Andrew  was 
not  pleafed  with  the  fituation  of  Spynie  for  a  cathedral,  atid  therefore  petitioned  the  Pope, 
that,  becaufe  <he  didance  from  the  burgh  of  Elgin,  which  would  divert  the  canons 
'  fi-om  their  facred  functions  to  go  and  buy  provifions  in  the  burgh,  that  he  might  allow 
the  cathedral  to  be  tranflated  to  the  EceUfia  fon£la  Trimlatii  prope  Elgin :  Pope  Ho- 
norius  granted  his  requelt,  and  by  his  bull  dated  4"  Idu"  Aprilis  1224  empowered  the 
bifbop  of  Caithnefs,  and  the  dean  of  Rofemarky,  to  make  the  defired  tranOation. 
Thefe  met  at  the  place  defired,  on  the  14th  of  the  kalends  of  Augufl,  an.  1224 ;  and- 
-finding  it  **  in  commodum  Ecclefi^"  declared  the  church  of  the  holy  Trinity  to  be  the 
cathedral  church  of  the  diocefe  of  Murray  in  all  times  coming :  it  is  f^  that  bi- 
Ihop  Andrew  laid  the  foundadon-ftone  of  the  church  on  the  fame  day  abovo- 
mentioned,  but  it  does  not  a[^>ear  what  Ae  form  or  dim^fions  of  that  firit'  church- 
were. 

(9)  Simon  dean  of  JMurray  fucceeded  and  died  1252,  «id  was  buried  in  the  choir 
of  the  cathedral  near  to  bifhop  Andrew. 

■^10.)^ 'Archibald  dean  of  Murray,  confecrated  an.  1253^  and  died  December  5tTr, 
an.  129S,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir.  This  bilhc^  having  no  palace,  built  one  at 
Kinnedar,  and  lived  there.  In  his  time  WillianrEarFof  R'ofs,  haiong  done  greatharm' 
to  the  parTon  of  Petty,  was  obliged  to  do  penance,  and  for  reparation  g^ve  the  lands 
of  Catholl  in  Rofs  to  the  bilhops  of  Murray  in  perpetuum. 

(11.)  David  Murray,  confecrated  at  Avignon  in  France,'by  Boiuface  VIII.  anno 


1399,  and  died  January  20,  anno  1315. 
(12.)  John  Pilmore,  confecrated  3''kah  , 


:.  Aprilis,  anno  1326,  and  died  at  Spynie  on 
;Michaelmas-eve,  1362. 

(13.)  Alexander  Bar,  doftor  decretorum,  confecrated  by  Urban  V.  an.  1362,  died 
at  Spynie,  May  1397.  In  his  time,  viz.  an.  1390,  Alexander  Stewart  (fon  of  king 
Robert  II.)  lord  Badenoch,  commonly  called  the  Wolf  of  Badenoch,  keeping  violent 
poQefTion  of  the  bilhop's  lands  in  that  country,  was  excommunicated  in  refentment,  in 
the  month  of  May,  an.  1 396.  He  with  his-folbwws  burnt  the  town  of  Forres,  with 
the  choir  of  that  church,  and  the  archdeacon's  houfe ;  and  in  June  that  year  burnt 
the  town  of  Elgin,  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  the  hofpital  of  Maifon-Dieu,.  the  cathedral 
church,  with  eighteen  houfes  of  the  canons  in  the  college  of  £lgin.  For  this  he  was . 
made  to  do  penance,  and,  upon  his  humble  fubmiflion,  he  was  abfolved  by  Walter 
Trail,  bifliop  of  St.  Andrews,  in  the  black  friars  church  of  Perth  (being  firft  received 
at  the  door,  barefoot,  and  in  fackctoth,  and  again  before  the  high  attar  in  prefence  of 
the  king  and  his  nobles,)  on  condition  that  he  would  m^e  full  reparation  to  the  bifhop 
and  church  of  Murray,  and  obtain  abfolutbn  from  the  pope.  Bifhop  Bar  began  the 
'8  rebuilding 
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reboilding.  of  the  church,  and  every  canon  contributed  to  it,  as  did  every  parifh  in  the 
diocefe. 

C14.)  WiUiam  Spynie,  chanter  of  Murray,  D.I. C.  confecrated  at  Avignon  by 
fienedid  the  IXth,  S^t.  13th,  1397,  and  di«l  Aug.  20th,  an.  1406.  He  carried  on 
the  rq)arauon  of  the  cathedral,  but  the  troubles  of  the  times  caufed  it  to  make  (low 
advances.  On  July  3,  an.  1402,  Alexander  III.  fon  of  the  lord  of  the  iiles,  plundered 
Elgin,  burnt  many  houfes,  and  fpoited  the  houfes  of  the  canons:  he  was  excommu- 
nicated, and  offered  a  fum  of  gold,  as  did  every  one  of  his  capt^ns,  and  he  received 
abfotudon :  this  money  was  applied  for  erefUng  a  crofs  and  a  bell  in  that  part  of  the ' 
canonry  which  lies  next  the  bridge  of  Elgin. 

(15.)  John  Innes,  paKon  of  Dulfus,  archdeacon  of  Caithnefs,  and  LL.  D.  was  con- 
iiecrated  byBenedid  the  Xlllth,  Jan.  22d,  an.  1406,  and  died  April  25th,  an.  14(4, 
and  was  buried  in  his  own  iile  in  the  cathedral,  where  his  ftatue  at  targe  dill  remains 
with  this  infcription,  *'  Hie  jacet  revcrendus  in  Chrijio  Pater  ei  Dominus  D.  Jobannet 
.  bmes  de  I/uiet,  bujus  ecelefta  Epifeopus^  qui  hoc  netabile  epus  i/icepit,  et per  feptennium  adifi- 
cavit."  He  built  that  ifle  and  a  part  of  the  grpat  fteeple  or  tower.  After  his  death, 
the  chapter  met,  and  all  were  fwom,  that  on  whomlbever  the  lot  fhould  ^1  -to  be 
Inlhop,  he  fliould  annually  apply  one  third  of  his  revenues  until  the  building  of  the 
cathedral  fliould  be  finiJhed. 

(16.)  'Henry  Leighton,  parfon  of  DuSus,  and  LL.  D.  was  confecrated  in  Valentia 
by  Bendid  XIII.  March  8th,  an.  1415:  he  diligently  carried  on  the  building,  and  finilhed 
the  great  tower,  and  was  tnmOated  to  Aberdeen,  an.  1425.  The  cathedral  church 
having  been  completely  hnifiied.  in  the  time  of  this  bifliop,  I  (hall  here  defcnbe  that 
edifice,  which  was  all  in  the  Gothic  form  of  architedure.  It  ftood  due  eaft  and  weft,  ia 
the  form  of  a  paflion  or  Jerufalem  crols :  the  length  ofit  264  feet;  the  breadth  35  feet; 
the  length  of  the  traverfe  1 14  feet.  The  church  was  ornamented  with  five  towers, 
whereof  two  parallel  -towen  ftood  on  the  well  end,  one  in  the  middle,  and  two  at 
the  eaft  end :  the  two  weft  towers  ftand  entire  in  the  lloae  work,  and  are  each  84  feet 
high  ;  what  the  height  of  the  fpires  was  I  do  not  find  ;  probably  they  were  of  wood, 
znd  fetl  down  long  fmce.  The  great  Cower  in  the  centre  of  the  nave  ftood  on  two 
arched  pillars  crolling  at  top,  and  was  including  the  fpires,  198  feet  in  height ;  the 
two  turrets  in  the  eaft  end  are  ftiU  entire,  and  each  has  a  winding  ftaircafe  leading  to 
a  channel  or  paflage  in  the  walls  round  the  whole  church..  The  height  of  the  fide. 
walls  is  3^  feet.  The  great  entry  was  betwixt  the  two  towers  in  the  weft  end  ;  this 
gate  is  a  concave  arch,  24  feet  broad  in  bafe,  and  24  in  height,  terminating  m  a  ftiarp 
angle  j  on  each  fide  of  the  valvesin  the  fweep  of  the  arch  are  8  round,  and  8  fluted 
pilafters,  6  \  ieet  high,  adorned  with  a  chapiter,  from  which  arife  1 6  pilafters  that  meet 
in  the  key  of  the  arch.  Each  valve  of  the  door  was  5  feet  broad,  and  about  i  o  feet 
high.  To  yield  light  to  this  large  building,  befides  the  great  windows  in  the  porti- 
cos, and  a  row  of  windows  in  the  wall  above,  each  6  feet  Mgh,  there  was  above  the 
gate  a  window  of  an  acute  angled  arch  1 9  feet  broad  in  bale,  and  2  7  in  height ;  and 
m  the  eaft  end  between  the  turrets,  a  row  of  five  parallel  windows,  each  i  ket  broad 
and  lo  high  ;  above  thefe  five  more  each  7  feet  high,  and  over  thefe  a  circular  win-i 
dow  near  10  feet  diameter:  the  grand  gate,  the  windows,  the  pillars,  the  proje£Ung 
tahh,  pedellals,  cordons,  are  adorned  with  foliage,  grapes,  and  other  carvmgs.  The 
traverfe,  in  length  as  above,  feems  to  have  been  built  by  the  families  of  Dunbar  and 
lanes,  for  die  north  part  of  it  is  called  the  Dunbar's  ifle,  and  the  fouth  part  the  Innes* 
ille. 
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The  cKapter-hoafe*  in  which  the  bifliop's  privy  council  met,  fiands  on  the  sordfc 
fide  of  the  choir :  it  is  a  curious  piece  of  architeaure,  communicating  with  the  cboir 
by  a  vaulted  veftry.  The  boufe  is  an  exaft  'o£lagon,  34  feet  high,  and  the  diagoaal 
breadth  vithin  walls  37  feet :  it  is  almod  a  cube  arched  and  vaulted  at  top,  and  the 
whole  arched  roof  fupported  by  one  pillar  in  the  centre  of  the  houfe.  Arched  pillars 
from  every  angle  terminated  in  the  grand  pillar,  which  is  9  feet  in  circumference^. 
CFuded  over  with  16  pilallers,  and  24  feet  high^  adorned  with  a  chapiter  from  which 
arife  round  pillars  that  fpread  along  the  roof,  and  join  at  top ;  and  round  the  chapiter 
are  engraven  the  arms  of  fcveral  biinops.  There  is  a  large  window  in  each  of  the  fevea 
fides,  the  eighth  fide  comniunicattng,  as  was  faid,  with  the  choir ;  and  in  the  north 
wall  are  five  flails  cut  in  nitches  for  the  bilhop's  miniAers  of  ftate,  vis.  the  dean, 
chapter,  archdeacon,  chancellor,  and  treafurer,  the  dean's  flail  raifed  a  flep  higher  than 
the  other  four.  TWs  flrufture  of  the  cathedral  came  to  decay  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing :  viz.  The  Regent  Earl  of  Murray  being  obliged  to  levy  foma  forces,  and  behuf 
Araitened  in  money,  appointed  by  his  privy  council  February  14,  1567,  8,  the  fherim 
of  Aberdeen  and  Murray,  with  other  gentlemen,  to  take  the  lead,  thatch  or  coverinr 
oS*  the  cathedrals  of  Aberdeen  and  Murray,  and  to  fell  it  for  paying  the  troops,  vliich 
was  done,  and  fhipped  for  Holland  ;  but  the  fhip  foon  after  launched  in  the  fea,  fiink 
with  the  lead,  which  it  is  thought  was  done  by  a  fuperftitious  Roman  catholic  who  w» 
captain  of  it.  Of  this  whole  edifice,  the  chapter,  houfe,  the  walls  of  the  choir*  the 
wellem  fleeples,  and  the  eaftem  turrets  remain  as  yet  entire,  but  the  fide  walls  of 
the  nave  and  the  traverfe,  are  moft  part  fallen,  and  Peace  Sunday,  an.  1 7 1 1 ,  the  gr«t 
tower  or  fleeple  in  the  middle  fell  from  the  foundation. 

■  The  cathedral  flood  within  the  prednd  of  the  college,  near  the  tiver  fide  of  Lofley : 
this  precind  was  walled  round  with  a  ftrcHig  flone  wul,  and  was  about  1000  ysrds  in 
circumference,  a  part  of  the  walls  fiill  remains  entire ;  it  had  four  gates,  every  one  of 
which  probably  had  (as  is  apparent  the  eallem  had)  an  iron  gate,  a  portcullK,  and  a 
porter's  lodge :  within  the  precind  the  dignified  clergy  and  all  the  canons  bad  houfes 
and  gardens,  and  whhout  the  precind,  towards  the  town  of  Elgin,  there  was  a  fmall 
burrow  with  a  crofs,  where  the  churchmen  purchafed  their  provifions.  The  blfhop'v 
palace  flood  at  Spynte  a  large  mite  from  Elgin ;  when  it  flood  entire,  it  was  the  moft 
ihRelyl  have  feen  in  any  diocefe  in  Scotland.  The  area  of  the  buildings  was  aa  ob- 
long fquare  of  60  yards  j  in  the  fouth-wefl  comer  flood  a  flrong  tower  vaulted,  die 
wall  9  feet  thick,  with  an  eafy  winding  flair-cafe,  a  cape-hoafe  at  top,  with  a  battlement 
rotmd.  In  the  other  three  corners  are  fmall  towers  with  narrow  rooms.  In  the  fbuth 
fide  of  the  area,  there  was  a  chapel  and  tennis-court ;  and  in  other  parts  were  ftables 
and  all  neceflary  offices.  The  gate  or  entry  was  in  the  middle  of  the  eafl  w^l,  fe- 
cured  by  an  iron  grate  and  a  portcullis ;  over  the  gate  fland  the  anns-of  bifhop  John 
Ihnes  and  the  inidal  letters  of  his  name,  which  affords  a  conjedure  that  he  was  the  firft- 
wbo  built  any  part  of  this  court.  Around  the  palaee  was  a  fpacious  precind,  with 
gardens,  and  walks,  and  which  now  pay  twelve  pounds  flerling  to  the  crown.  The 
rands  of  Spynie  and  the  precinfl  were  granted  by  the  crown  to  one  gentleman  after 
another  till  the  revolution,  and  fince  that  time,  the  precind:  continues  in  the  crown, 
xad  the  lands  belong  to  Mr.  Brodie  of  Spynie,  now  of  J^rodie ;  but  the  iron  grate, 
the  roof,  the  joifis,  and  all  the  timber-work  were  carried  ofi'by  the  former  leflees,  and 
now  all  is  in  decay. 

The  diocefe  of  Murray  comprifed  the  counties  <^  Murray  and  Nairn,  and  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  comities  of  Bamff  and  Invemefs,  and  bad  fifty-fix  paftoral  charges* 
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What  the  mrenue  of  this  hifiioprick  was  before  the  refortiution  canaoc  ncnr  he  well 
known ;  for  Patrick  Hepburn,  the  lafl:  popUh  biflwp,  fewed  and  fold  at  leaft  a  third 
part  of  the  lands  of  the  biflioprick,  including  what  he  was  obliged  to  give  to  the  Re- 
gent of  Scodand,  an.  1568,  for  hartxiuring  his  intovommuned  uncle  James  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  who  married  our  unfortunate  Q.  Mary,  an.  1 563,  when  an  account  of  2U 
dignified  clergy's  revenues  was  called  in  by  the  parliament,  the  revenues  of  the  tu- 
flioprick  of  Murray,  as  then  given  up,  were  as  follows:  viz.  In  money,  1646I.  7s.  yd, 
Scots ;  wheat  10  bolls ;  bariey,  77  chalders,  6  bolls,  3  firlots,  and  %  pecks ;  oats,  a 
chalders,  8  bolls;  lalmon,  8  lalls;  poultry,  333.  Befides  the  emolumoits  of  the 
regality  of  Spynie,  and  of  ihe  commiffaries  of  Spynie  and  Invemefs,  and  the  great  teinds 
of  the  parilh  of  Elgin,  and  of  St.  Andrew's  in  Murray,  Ogdon,  Laggon,  and  tho 
bi/hop's  fhare  of  the  revenues  of  the  common  kirks. 

The  only  abby  we  had  was  at  Kinlofs,  which  ftood  in  what  is  now  called  the  parifh 
of  that  name.  It  was  founded  by  K.  David  I.  10^  kal.  Januarii,  an.  1 1 50.  The  abbot 
was  mitred,  and  had  a  feat  in  parliament ;  the  monks  were  of  the  CiJlercian  order, 
^lled  Monachi  Albi.  E.  David  endowed  it,  as  did  K.  William,  with  many  lands. 
Afelinus  was  the  firft  abbot,  and  Robert  Reid  was  the  laft.  The  revenues  of  the 
abby,an.  1561,  were  found  to  be,  in  money,  1152!.  is.  od.  Scots;  barley  and  meal, 
47  cbalderst  1 1  bolls,  i  firlot,  and  3  pecks  ;  oats  ii»  bolls,  3  firlots ;  wedders,  34  ; 
geefe,  41  j  capons,  60 ;  and  poultry,  1 25.  The  abbot  had  a  regality  within  the  abby 
lands  %  -Mr.  Edward  Bruce  was  made  commendator,  and  afterwards  lord  of  Kinlofs, 
an.  1604 ;  from  whom  Alexander  Brodie  of  Lethen  purchafed  the  lands  of  Kinlofs, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  the  other  abby  lands.  The  ruins  of  the  building  are  fo  fmall, 
that  it  cannot  be  known  what  it  was  when  entire;  for  an.  1651  and  1653,  the  ftones 
of  it  were  fold,  and  carried  to  build  Cromwell's  fort  at  Invemefs,  and  nothing  now 
remains  but  confufed  ruins. 

The  oldeft  priory  we  had  in  this  province.was  at  Urquhart,  three  miles  eait  of  Elgin. 
It  was  founded  by  K.  David  I.  an.  1 1 25,  in  honour  of  the  Trinity.  It  was  a  cell  of 
Dumfermline  with  Beoediftine  monks.  K.  David  endowed  it  liberally.  The  revenues 
thereof  war  not  given  up  in  an.  1563,  and  fo  I  can  give  no  account  of  them.  The 
priory  lands  were  erected  into  a  regality,  but  no  veftige  of  the  buildings  now  remains. 
In  1 565,  Alexander  Seton  was  made  commendator,  and  1591,  created  Lord  Urquhart, 
and  an.  1605  Earl  of  Dumfermline;  but  the  honours  being  forfeited  in  1690,  Seton  . 
of  Bams  claimed  the  lordihip,  and  about  an.  1730  it  was  purchafed  by  the  family  of 
Gordon. 

The  next  priory  was  at  Plufcarden,  founded  by  K.  Alexander  If.  an.  1330,  and 
named  Vailij  Sanili  JndrtB,  It  was  planted  by  Monacb't  VallisCauUum.  None  but  the 
prior  aitd  procurator  were  allowed  to  go  without  the  precind ;  the  monks  becoming 
vicious  were  expelled,  and  other  monks  brought  from  Dumfermline.  The  lands  of 
this  priory  v/ere  very  conHderable,  and  they  had  a  grangia  and  a  cell  of  monks  at 
Grange-hill.  The  revenue  of  this  priory,  given  up  an.  1563,  was  in  money 
535I.  los.  1  jd.  Scots ;  wheat,  i  chalder,  1  boll,  2  firlots;  malt,  meal,  and  barley, 
5 1  chalders,  4  bolls,  3  firlots,  i  peck ;  oats,  5  chalders,  1 3  bolls ;  dry  multures,  9 
chalders,  1 1  bolls ;  falraon,  30  laus.  The  buildings  ftood  four  miles  S.  W.  from  the 
town  of  Elgin,  in  a  warm  valley  called  the  glen  of  Plufcarden.  The  walls  of  the  pre- 
cin^  make  a  large  fquare,  and  are  pretty  entire.  The  church  ftands  about  the  middle 
of  the  fquare,  a  fine  edifice  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  with  a  fquare  tower,  all  of  hewen 
afelar.  The  oratory  and  refectory  join  to  the  fouth  end  of  the  church,  under  which  is 
the  donnkory.    The  chapter-houfe  is  of  curious  work,  an  oftagonal  cube,  vaulted  roofe 
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.  (iif)ported  fay' one  pillar,  all  as. yet  entire.  They  had  a  regality  in  tlie  priory  lands  and  a 
dihinft  regality  in  Granfre-hrll,  called  the  repality  of  Staneforenoon.  At  the  reforma- 
tion Sir  Alexander  Seton  was,  An.  1 :6'5,  "made  commendator.  Theiandsof  Plufcar- 
den  and  Old  Miins  near  Elgin  palTed  through  feveral  hands,  and  are  now  the  property 
of  James  Earl  of  Fife. 

The  third  priory  was  at -Kingufie,- founded  by  George  Earl  of  Handy,  about  an. 
1490.  ■,  Of  what  order  the  monks  were,  or  what  were  the  revenues  of  the  priory,  I 
have  not  learned.  The  few  UhlIs  belonging  to  it  being  the  donation  of  the  nimily  of 
HuntLy,  wereat  the  reformation  re-aflumed  by  them,  and  continue  to  be  their  property. 
Therewere  Hkewife  within  thi§  province  feveral  convents  of  religious  orders.  In 
the  town  of  Elgin  were  Grey  Friars,  Black  Friars,  Red  Friars,  Templars  Hoofes,  and 
a  Nunnery  of  the  religious  of  St.  Catherine  of  Sienna.  There  were  other  convents  at 
Forrers  and  Invemefs. 

Clofeby  the  town  of  Elgin  ftood  the  prseceptory  of  Maifoo-Dieu.  It  was  a  hofpttal 
for  entertaining  flrangers,  and  maintaining  poor  infirm  people.  The  buildmgs  are 
now  gone  to  ruins.  They  had  confidcrable  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Elgtn,  Laubride, 
Knockando,  and  Dundurkus,  all  which  were  by  KiAg  iames  VI.  and  Charles  L 
granted  to  the  town  of  Elflin,and  naw  hold  few  of  them. 

In  this  province  we  had  four  royal  forts;  the  firR  .flood  on  a  round  hill  that  over- 
looks thetown  of  Elgin  ;  and  fome  of  the  walls,  all  of  run-  Hme,  do  as  yet  remain. 
The  Earls  of  Murray  Unce  the  year  1313  were  -conftables  of  it,  and  had  confidcrable 
lands  for  thar  falary.  Their  ofEce  continued  till  1 748,  when  heritable  offices  w«%' an- 
nexed to  the  crown,  and  now  they  have  no  more  but  the  hill  called  I.ady  hill,  which 
yields  a  fmalt  rent  annually.  Another  fort  ftood  in  the  town  of  Nairn,  hut  no  vefliges 
of  it  now  remain.  Mr-  CampbeH  of  Calder  (and  formerly  the  Thanes  of  that  ilk)  was 
condable,  and  in  1748  was  paid  a  compenfation  for  that  office.  The  third  fort  was  ilt 
Invemefs,  of  which  the  F^rls  of  Rofs  were  formerly  conftables ;  and  after  thrir  for- 
feiture,  the  Earl  of  Huntljjr  obtained  the  office  of  conftable,  with  very  conftderable 
lands  as  a  faUry,  and  continued  to  be  i^snflable  till  1629.  I  need  not  here  fpeak  of 
Cromwell's  fort  at  Invemefs,  of  which  no  doubt  others  will  give  a  full  account.  The 
fourth  fort  was  at  Urquhart,  on  the  weft-Ade  of  Loch-Nefs :  the  buildings  were  pretty 
large,  and  in  a  great  part  as  yet  (land.  In  the  time  of  David  II.  Alexander  Boes  was 
.  governor  of  this  fort ;  afterwards,  Chifolm  of  that  ilk  was  governor :  but  fince  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  centuiy  I  do  not  iind  it  had  any  governor,  and  now  the  lands  of  ' 
Urquhart  are  the  property  of  Sir  Ludowick  Grant  of  Grant.  Befides  thefe  forts  we 
had  many  old  caules  within  this  province  commonly  called  Fortalicia.  One  ftood  at 
Dufiiis,  three  nules  north  of  Elgin,  and  -was  the  feat  of  the  chief  of  the  Moravienfes  as 
early  as  the  eleventh  century.  The  callle  flood  on  a  green  mote,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Joch  of  Spynie :  it  was  a  fquare,  the  wall  about  20  feet  high,  and  5  feet  thick,  with  a 
parapet,  a,ditch,and  a  draw  bridge:  within  the  fquare  were  buildings  of  timber  for  ac- 
commodating the  family,  and  alfo  necefTarj'  offices.  The  walls  are  as  yet  pretty  entire. 
Such  Fortalices  were  alfo  at  Balveny  in  the  parifh  of  Murtlich,  at  Abc^methy  in  that 
parifii,  at  Lochindorb  in  the  parifli  of  Cromdil,  at  Raet  in  Nairn  parifh,  and  at  Ruthven 
ill  Kin^ulte  parifh.  All  which  were  lai^e  fquares,  and  many  rooms  built  with  timber 
within  the  walls. 

I  fhall give  no  account  of  the  modem  fortsof  Fort  George  at  Arderfair,  or  Fort 
Augudus  at  the  fouth  end  of  Loch-Nefs,  and  fhall  only  defcribe  a  promontory  in  the 
parifh  of  DufFus,  four  miles  from  Elgin.  Our  hiflorians  call  it  Burgus,  it  juts  mto  the 
frith,  and  rifes  above  low  water  about  fixteen  yards.    To  the  weft  and  north  it  is  a  per- 
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pendicuhr  mck,  to  die  eaft  the  afcent  is  fteefv  but  graffy,  to  the  fouth  towards  land  tb« 
afeent  is  mere  eafjr.  The  area  on  the  top  is  near  a  re^ngular  figure,  in  length  about 
loo  yards,  and  in  breadth  about  50.  After  the  Danes  had  defeated  the  Scots  army  at ' 
Fones  ibom  an.  loeS,  they  fent  fcir  their  wivea  and  children,  and  made  this  promon- 
tory  an  afylum  to  them  and  a  place  of  arms.  It  was  at  top  furrounded  with  a  ftrong 
raptpart  of  oaken  logs,  of  which  fomc ,  are  as  yet  digged  ap :  by  a  trench  cut  on  the 
fouth  fide  they  brought  the  fea  round  the  promontory,  and  within  this,  had  other 
trenches,  and  they  rorti&d  it  totheeafl.  The  trenches  are  now  filled  up.  Aftertbe 
battle  of  Mortlich  in  the  year  1  o  i  o,  the  Danes-  abandoqed  it,  and  left  the  country  of 
Murray.    To  return. 

(17.)  Columba. Dunbar fuoceeded  and'diedAn.  14,^5. 

(18.)  John  Winchefler,  L.  B.  and  chaplain  to  King  James  11.  was  confecrated  1438; 
and. died  1458.  In.  1453,  the  King  eredcd  the  town  of  Spynie  into  a  free  burgh  of 
bu-oay,  and  ere^ied  all  the  lands  of  the  bifhoprick  into  the  regality  of  Spynie. 

(19.)  James  Stewartydean, confecrated  r458,  died an.-i46o. 

(30.)  David  Stewart,  parfon  of  Spynie,  fucceededin  14)61,  built  the  high  tower  of 
die  palace,  and  died  an.  1475. 

(21.)  William  Tulloch^  tran£bued  from!  Orkney,  aa*  1477,  was  LcH-d  Privy  Seal; 
and  died  14S2.- 

(2a  )  Andrew  Stewart,,  deaa  of  Murray  and  Privy  Seal,  fucceeded  an;  1483,  and 
died  1498. 

(23.)  j^.ndrewFonnaa,commendator  ofDry  Burgh^  fucceeded  aa^i504,  and  was 
tranHatedto  St.  Andrew's  an.  1514- 

[24.J  James  Hepburn  fucceeded^  and  diedan.  1544. 

(35.)  Robert  Shaw,  fon  of  Sauchy,  and  abbot  ^  ^ifly,  was  confecrated  1525, 
and  died  1528. 

(25;)  Alexander  Stewart,  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Albany,  fucceeded,  and  died  an. 
>535- 

(37.)  Patrick  Hepbnm,  uncle  to  James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  commendator  of 
Scoon,  was  confecrated  an.  1537.  He  dilapidated,  fewed,  or  fet  in  long  leafes  a  great 
part  of  the  church  lands,  and  died  An.  1 573,  on  the  soth  June. 

I  hare  feen  feveral  catalogues  of  the  popifh  bifhops  of  Murray^  both  printed  and  manu- 
fcript,  but  all  iraperfefl; ;  comparing  thefe  with  the  wridngs  of  Sir  James  Palrymple, 
Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  Bifhop  Keith^the  chartulary  of  Murray,  and  the  chronicle  of  Mel 
Rofs,  the  above  catalogue  may  I  think  be  depended  upon.  To  return  to  the  quaeriesv 
t  XIV.  Thtre  are  in  ^his  province  manttfcript  hiftories  of  feveral  families,  which- 
mijjhtbe  of  feme  fervice  in  compiling  a  general  hiflory  j  as  of  the  families  of  Donbar,. 
Innes,  Brodie,  C^der,  Kilravock,  M*Intofh,  and  Grant.  With  regard  to  ancient, 
weapons,  I  have  feen  in  the  houfe  of  Grant,  of  Kilravock,  apd  in  other  houfes,  fleel 
helmets,  habergeons,  and  coats  of  niait,  and  of  buff  leather.  Adder  ftones,  glafs  beads, 
&c.  are  but  amulets  not  wonh  regarding.  '    •    . 

XV.  I  know  not  one  picture  worth  regarding,  except  a'[Hdure  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
in  the  houfe  of  Caftie  Grant. 

XVI.  No  battle  in  the  parijh  of  Elgin,  but  many  within  this  province,  a$  at  Forres, 
:^ut  an.  ioo!J,  betwixt  the  Scots  and  Danes  y  at  Mortlich,  an.  loio,  between  the 
feme;,  at  Spey-mouth,  an.  icyS,  the  King  againfi  the  Moravienfes;  again  an.  1  no, 
againit  the  fame  people;  andj  an.  1160,  on  the  Muir  of  Urquhart,  King  Malcolm 
IV.  againft  the  fame  Moravienfes;  at  Cleanlochlochie,  an.  1544^  betwixt  the Frazers 
and  M'Donalds;.  at  Gtenlirot,  an.   1594,  the  King  againfl  the  Earls  of  Hmitly, 
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'  jtiTol,  and  Angtis;  at  AtiMeni,  an.  164.5,  ^^^  coveaanters  againll  Montrofe  ;  flt 
Croradel,  an.  1690,  the  Kings  troops  againil  the  Highlanders  and  at  Calioden,  an. 
1745,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  againft  the  rebels. 

X.VII.  Druidiftn  having  been  the  form  of  religion  in  this  country  before  Chriftianity, 
the  people  ftill  retain  fome  fuperftitious  cuftoms  of  that  Pagan  religion.  As  BeUtien  : 
on  the  firft  of  May  the  herds  of  feveral  forms  gather  dry  wood,  put  fire  to  it,  and  dance 
three  times  fouthways  about  the  pile.  In  the  nuddle  of  June  farmers  go  round  their 
grounds  with  burning  torches  in  memory  of  the  Cerealia.  On  Hallow  even  they  have 
feveral  fuperftitious  cuftoms.  At  the  full  moon  in  March,  they  cut  withes  of  the  miSe- 
toe  or  ivy,  make  circles  of  them,  keep  theni  all  year,  and  pretend  to  cure  he£Ucks  and 
other  troubles  by  them.  And  at  marriages  and  baptifms  they  make  a  proceflion  around 
the  church,  Deafoil,  i.  >e.  funways,  .becaufe  the  fun  was  the  immediate  objed  of  the 
Druids'  worfiiip.- 

XVIII.  Their  fports  are  huntine,  firing  at  marks,  foot-ball,  dub-ball,  &c.  And  the 
only  annual  feftival  they  obferw;  is  Cbriftmas ;  fpent  more  as  the  Saturnalia  were  of 
old,  than  as  Chrift's  birth  ought  to  be. 

XIX.  We  have  no  true  marie  in  this  country,  nor  any  afbeftus  :  but  we  have  granite, 
talcum,  lapis  fpecularis,  and  at  Stadtfield  within  four  miles  of  £lgin  there  was  lately 
found  lead  ore,  and  in  Glen-garry  they  have  for  feveral  years  had  an  iron  forge  and 
made  pig9  of  iron ;  likewife  about  4.0  years  ago,  a  company  from  England  fet  up  a  mill 
and  forge  for  iron  in  Abemethy  ia  Strathlpey,  and  made  very  good  bars  of  iron,  but 
through  their  own  extravagance  th^  abandoii^  it.  There  is  through  all  this  province 
great  plenty  of  iron  ore.  I  have  often  feen  the  ignis  fetuus,  which  is  a  piece  ot  rott^ 
birch  wood,  lying-in  a  mire,  and  fliining  in  adancnighc,  like  a  flame  of  firs :  likewife  , 
ignis  4amben8,  which  is  an  unQuous  vapour  falling  upon  a  man's  wig,  or  mane  of  a 
horfe,  which  fiiines  bright,  but  by  a  flight  rub  it  is  extinguiflied. 

XX.  Great  plenty  of  the  particulars  in  the  20th  quxry  may  be  found  on  the  fea 
coaft  in  this  province,  if  any  will  take  the  trouble  to  coIle£t  them. 

XXL  I  know  no  fpedes  of  wood  remarkable,  and  peculiar  to  this  province,  except 
Red  Slaugh,  or  fallow,  which  is  no  lefs  beaudfiil  than  mahogany,  and  is  much  more 
firm  and  tough,  and  not  fo  brittle  ;  it  receives  a  fine  polifli,  ami  in  colour  refembles 
light-coloured  mahpgany  ;  it  grows  in  rocks,  and  is  very  rare.  But  we  have  great 
forefts  of  firs  and  birches:  and  as  the  Grampian  hills  divide  in  Athol  into  one  branch 
rumning  northward,  and  another  eaftward ;  m  the  fohner  branch  are  great  woods  of 
fir  and  birch  in  Br^albane,  Raimoch,  Strathfpey,  Badenoch,  Glen-morifton,  Strath- 
glafs,  and  Strath-carron  in  Sutherland  ;  and  in  the  other  branch  are  fuch  forefts  ia 
Brae-mor,  Glen-Muik,  Glen-tamier,  &c.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  thefe  are  the  re- 
nains  of  the  ancient  Sylva  Caledonia.  Among  other  vetegables,  we  have  in  great 
plenty,  in  the  heaths  and  woods,  the  following  berries,  viz.  wild  rafps,  wild  ftiawber- 
ries,  blueberries,  bugberries,  uva  urla,  &c.  And  we  have  one  root  1  cannot  but  take 
notice  of,  which  we  call  Carmele  :  it  is  a  root  that  grows  in  heaths  and  birch  woods  to 
the  bignefs  of  a  large  nut,  and  fometimes  four  or  five  roots  joined  by1S)res ;  it  bears  a 
green  flalk,  and  a  froalt  red  flower.  Dio,  fpeaking  of  the  Caledonians,  fays,  "  Cerium 
cibi  genus  parant  ad  omnia,  quem  fi  ceperint  quantum  eft  unius  fobse  m^^nitudo, 
minime  efurire  aut  fiure  folent."  C^fiir  de  Bel.  CiT.  lib.  3».  writes,  that  Valerius's 
foldiers  found  a  root  called  Chara,  *'  quod  admiftum  lafte  multam  inopiam  levebat,  id 
ad  Gmilitudinem  panis  efficiebant."  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our  Carmele  (i.  e. 
fweet  root)  is  Dio's  Cibi  genus,  and  Cxfar's  Chara  :  1  have  often  feen  it  dried,  and  kept 
for  jourm^s  through  hills  where  no  provifions  could  be  had  :  I  have  likewife  feen  it 
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pounded  and  infufed,  and  when  yeft  or  barm  is  put  to  it,  it  ferments,  and  makes  a  li- 
quor more  agreeable  and  wholefome  than  mead.  It  grows  fo  plentifully,  that  a  cart 
load  of  it  can  eafily  be  gathered,  and  the  drink  of  it  is  very  balfaraic. 

XXII.  Sea  fowl  in  this  province  refort  in  winter  to  takes  and  lochs,  as  loch  of  Spynie, 
I.och>Nefs»  Loch  Nadorb,  &c.  Eagles  and  falcons  breed  in  high  rocks  and  inaccelTible 
mountains,  as  Scorgave  in  Rothemurchus.  There  are  fome  fpecies  of  fowl?,  if  not 
peculiar  to  this  province,  at  leaft  rare  in  other  countries:  fuch  as,  the  Caperkyly,  as 
.  large  as  the  doraeflick  turkey  ;  it  frequents  the  fir  woods,  and  perches  in  the  top  of 
.  very  tall  trees,  but  the  hen  breeds  in  the  heath.  Another  fowl  is  the  black  cock, 
which  frequents  birch  woods  in  hills,  is  of  the  fize  of  a  capon,  of  a  fliining  bloe  colour  : 
it  is  by  fome  authors  called  Callus  Scoticanus.  A  third  fowl  is  tarmagan,  of  the  fize  of 
a  partridge,  haunts  the  high  rocky  hills,  is  of  a  colour  fpotted  brown  and  white.  Thefe 
three  fowls  are  very  barmlefs,  and  make  delicious  food. 

N.  B.  In  anfwering  qurery  IV.  it  is  oinitted  that  our  natural  phyficians,  when  they 
■find  a  toe  or  finger  hurt,  and  beginning  to  corrupt,  they  ftrike  it  off  with  a  chiflel  and 
fere  the  wound  with  a  hot  iron,  and  foon  cure  it.  Inllead  of  bleeding  by  lancets,  they  . 
.  fcarify  the  flelh  about  the  ancle,  and  they  take  blood  from  the  nafal  vein  by  cleaving  the 
quill  of  'a  hen  and  binding  it  into  four  branches,  and  fcarifying  the  nodrils  thereby. 
For  vomits,  they  ufe  a  decofUon  of  groundfill,  of  the  bark  of  the  fervice  tree,  and  a 
.'decoftion  of  Holbom  faugh ;  and  for  purgatives,  the  decoftioti  of  fervice  bark  and  a 
.decodion  of  fnugiyort  boiled  in  new  whey.  In  anfwering  quasry  I.  [  omitted  to  fay, 
that  the  river  of  Bewly  was  anciently  called  Farar :  it  rifes  in  the  hills  towards  Glenelg, 
and  runs  through  GUnflrathf^rar  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  Ptolemy's  Geo- 
graphical 1  ables  the  Murray  frith  is  called  .^duarium  Varans  from  the  river  Farar 
(changing  the  F  into  V)  that  falls  into  the  head  of  it.  And  the  river  was  called  Bewly, 
when  An.  1230,  a  priory  of  the  monks  Vallis  Caulium  was  fettled  there,  who  called 
-their  feat  Beaulieu,  i.  e.  Betlo  loco  ;  and  then  the  old  name  of  Farar  was  difcontinued 
-except  among  the  Highlanders. 

APPENDIX.— Number  III. 
The  Life  tf  James  Cnchton,  of  Cluriie,  commonly  called  the  Admirable  CrUbton  *. 

THIS  gentleman  was  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  family ;  his  father  Robert 
Crichton  of  Clunie  and  Elicok,  was  one  of  thofe  who  commanded  Queen  Mary's  army 
at  the  battle  of  Langfide  Jh  the  year  1 568.  He  was  born  at  Clunie  t,  his  paternal  in- 
heritance, inthft  fliire  of  Perth,  in  the  year  1551.  He  was  taught  his  grammar  at  the 
fchool  of  Perth,  and  his  philofophy  at  the  univerfity  of  St.  Andrews  J  under  Mr. 

•  Thi*  compilation  was  rome  yean  apo  printed  at  Abeidcen.  I  have  had  opportunrty  of  com  paring  it 
with  moft  of  ihe  auihortiiw  quoted  in  fupport  of  the  hillarjr  of  fo  extiaordinsiy  a  perfun,  and  ftai  them 
ofed  with  judgment  and  fidelity.  Excepiing  a  few  note»,  I  prefent  it  lo  the  reader*  in  the  ttat'e  I  found  it  j 
and  flull  only  acquaint  them  that  the  iite  ofthia  glory  of  North  Britain  may  be  found  in  the  til  (I  number 
of  the  Advtnturir,  treated  in  a  more  elegant,  hut  far  Ufs  Comprchenfivc  manner.'     - 

f  Theprtfentfaonfcof  Clunicttandsinan  ifland  in  a  lake  of  the  fame  name.  But  the  old  houfe  orcaftl< 
flo»d  on  one  fide  of  the  water  :  and  it*  place  is  dillinguifiied  by  nothing  but  a  inouad  and  ijtiperfeA  moat. 

X  Vid.  Aid.  Manut.  Epilt.  Ded.  ParaJo*.  Cicerj  Did.  Critiq.  &  Hlftor.  par  M.  Bayle;  Dempfter 
Hitl.  Eccl<;,p.  1876.  Joan,  impcrialit  Muf,  Hiitor.  p.  141.  .  S'r  Tbomal  Urqubart't  Vindication  of 
the  Scota  Nation,  &c. 
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John  Rutherford  *.  He  had  hardly  attained  to  the  20th  year  of  his  ige,  Tfhen  he  had 
run  through  the  whole  circle  of  the  fciences,  and  could  fpeak  and  write  to  perfeAion  ia 
ten  diflerent  languages  :  but  this  was  not  all ;  for  he  had  Hkewife  improved  himfelf  to 
the  utmon  degree  in  riding,  dancing,  finging,  and  playing  upon  all  forts  of  inflru- 
ments: 

Having  thus  eftablilhed  himfelf  at  home,  his  parents  fent  him  abroad  to  accomplilh 
him  further  by  travelling.  And  coming  to  Paris,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  con- 
fternation  he  raifed  in  that  famous  univerfity  ;  as  wc  have  it  from  ^n  eye  vtitnefs,  who 
gives  us  this  account  of  it  t :  "  There  ciinie,"  fays  he,  "  to  the  college  of  Navarre,  a 
young  man  of  20  years  of  age,  who  was  pwrfeflly  well  feen  in  all  the  fciences,  as  the 
moft  learned  mafters  of  the  univerfity  acknowledged  :  in  vocal  and  inflrumental  mufic 
none  could  excel  him,  in  painting  and  drawing  in  colours  none  could  equal  him  ;  in  alt 
military  feats  he  was  mofl:  expert,  and  cortid  play  with  (he  fword  fo  dexteroufly  with 
both  his  hands,  that  no  man  could  fight  him  }  when  he  faw  his  enemy  or  antagonift,  he 
would  throw  himfelf  upon  him  at  one  jump  of  20  or  24  feet  diflance :  He  was  a  mailer 
of  arts,  and  difputed  with  us  in  the  fchools  of  the  college  upon  medicine  the  civil  and 
canon  law,  and  theology  ;  and  although  we  were  above  fifty  in  number,  befides  above 
three  thoufand  that  were  prefent ;  fo  jpointedly  and  learnedly  he  anfwered  to  all  the 
queftions  that  were  propofed  to  him,  that  none  but  they  that  were  prefent  taii  believe 
it.  He  fpake  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  other  languages  moft  politely;  he  was 
likewife  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  truely  if  a  man  ihould  live  an  hundred  years  with- 
out eating,  drinking,  or  fleeping,  he  could  not  attain  to  this  man's  knowledge,  irfiich- 
ftruck  us  with  a  panick  fear  ;  for  he  knew  more  than  human  nature  could  well  bear  % 
he  overcame  four  of  the  dolors  of  the  church;  for  in  learning  none  could  ccmtelt  with- 
hiin,  and  he  was  thought  to  be  Anlichriit." 

Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  of  Cromarty  giving  an  account  of  this  difpute,  fays,  that 
Crichton,  when  he  came  to  Pari?,  caufed  fix  programs  on  all  the  gates  of  the  fchools, 
halls  and  colleges  bek)nging  to  the  univerfity,  and  on  all  the  piiiars  and  ports  before 
the  houfes  of  the  mofl:  renowned  men  for  literature  in  the  dly,  inviting  all  thofe- 
.  who  were  well  verfed  in  any  art  or  fcience,  to  difpute  with  him  in  the  college  o£ 
*  Navarre,  that  day  fix  weeks,  by  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  where  he  ftiouid  at-  ' 
tend  them,  and  be  ready  to  anfwer  to  whatever  fliould  be  proponed  to  him  in  any  art 
er  fcience,  and  in  any  of  thefe  twelve  langua^jes,  Hebrew,  Syriack,  Arabick,  Greek,- 
Latia,  Spanilh,  French,  ItaKan,  F.n,';lifli,  Dutch,  Flemilh  or  Sclavonian,  and  that  either 
inverfe  or  profe,  at  the  difcretion  of  thedifputant ;  and  during  all  this  time  inftead  of 
making  a  clofe  application  to  his  ftudies,  he  minded  nothing,  but  huuiing,  hawkine, 
tilting,  vaulting,  riding  of  a  well  managed  horfe,  tolling  the  pike,  handling  the  muf- 
ket,  and  -other  military  feats,  or  in  h'.ufe  games,  fuch  as  balls,  concerts  of  mufic  vocal; 
and  inftrumental,  cards,  dic9,  tenuLs  and  the  other  diverfions  of  youth ;  which  (a- 
provoked  the  ftudents  of  the  univerfu),  chat  they  caufed  write  beneath  the  program 
that  was  fixt  on  the  Sorbonne  gate,  "  If  you  would  meet  with  this  monfter  of  perfec- 
tion, to  make  fearch  for  him  either  in  the  tavern  or  bawdy-houle,  is  the  readied  way  to. 
find  him."^  Tet  upon  the  day  appointed  he  met  with  them  in  the  college  of  Navarre, 
and  acquit  himfelf  beyond  exprt;lfion  in  that  difpute,  which  kited  from,  nine  tilt  fix  of 

*  AMiis  calU  Cnchron  HrA  coufln  to  the  King^  and  fiyt  that  he  nu.cdunttd  ilopg  with  Iw  Mtieftv. 
attder  Buchanan,  Hepburn,  RabenfoD  and  Kuthctford. 
t  gtcetk.  Fabib.  Difquit.  lib.  5.  cap.  13. 
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the  clock  at  night ;  At  length,  the  Prasfes  having  extolled  him  highly,  for  the  many  rare 
and  wonderful  endowments  that  God  and  nature  had  bellowed  upt)n  him,  he  rofe  from 
bis  chair,  and  accompanied  by  four  of  the  mofl  eminent  profeflbrs  of  the  univerfity,- 
gave  hitii  a  diamond  ring  and  a  purfe  full  of  gold,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  love  and 
Favour,  which  ended  with  the  acclamations  and  repeated  huzzas  of  the  fpedators. 
And  ever  after  that  he  was  called,  the  admirable  Crichton.  And  ray  auihor  fays,  that 
he  was  fo  little  fatigued  with  that  day's  difpute,  that  the  very  next  day  he  went  to  the 
Louvre,  where  he  had  a  match  of  tilting,  an  exercife  in  great  requell  in  thofe  days, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  fome  princes  of  the  court  of  France,  and  a  great  many  ladies, 
he  carried  away  the  ring  fifteen  times  on  end,  and  broke  as  many  lances  on  i!ie  Saracen. 

The  learned  M.  du  Launy,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  college  of  Navarre,  findiug  ihe  hif- 
tory  of  this  difpute  recorded  in  a  MS.  hiftory  of  ihe  college  of  Navarre,  iind  the  hke  . 
account  of  a  Spaniard  in  'I'rithemius,  confounds  the  two  together,  and  robs  our  author 
of  the  glory  of  this  aftion,  and  places  it  in  the  year  1445,  whereas  it  ihould  be  in  the 
y^f  •  57 '  >  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  authority  ^f  thofe  that  were  cottni- 
porary  with  him,  and  knew  him,  and  have  recorded  this  of  him  ;  but  we  need  not' be 
furprized  at  M.  du  Launy's  denying  him  the  glory  of  this  a£Hoa,  when  we  Hnd  M. 
Baillet,  another  learned  Frenchman,  denying  there  ever  .was  fuch  a  man  as  our  author*, 
notwithHandiDg  that  Aldus  Manutius  dedicates  his  book  of  Cicero's  paradoxes  to  him 
in  the  year  1581,  and  that  the  moll  of  the  eminent  men  in  Italy  in  that  age  were  ac- 
quainted with  him,  as  we  fhall  Ihow  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  hiflory  of  his  life. . 
About  two  years  after  his  difpute  at  Paris,  Trajano  Boccaiini  in  his  advertilements  from 
Pamaflus,  tells  us,  that  he  came  to  Rome,  Boccaiini  being  then  Bt  Rome,  himfelf,  and 
by-a  placard  which  he  affixed  upon  all  the  eminent  places  of  the  city,  he  challenged  all 
the  learned  men  in  Rome,  in  the  following  terms,  "  Nos  Jacobus^  Crichtonus  Scotus^  . 
cuicunque  rei  propofirx  ex  improvifo  refpondebimus."  That  is  to  fay,  he  was  ready  to 
xifwer  any  queftion  that  could  be  propofed  to  him,  without  being  previoully  advertifed 
of  it.  Upon  which  the  wits  put  a  paper  in  Pafquin's  t  hand,  endeavouring  to  ridicule 
him  ;  but  that  noways  difcouraging  him,  he  came  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  his 
placard,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  pope,  manycardinal8,bi[hops,do£tors  of  divinity,  and 
profeffors  in  alt  thefciences  ;  he  gave  fuch  furprifing  inftances  of  his  univerfal  know- 
ledge, that  they  were  no  lefs  furprized  with  him,  than  they  had  been  at  Paris. 

From  Rome  he  goes  to  Venice,  where  he  contra^ed  an  intimate  friendlhip  with 
Aldus  Muiutius,  Laurennius  Mafia,  Speron  Speronius,  and  feveral  other  learned  men, 
to  whom  he  prefented  feveral  poems  in  commendaticm  of  the  city  and  univerfity,  and 
3mo-  g  the  reft,  one  to  Aldus  Manutius,  which  we  have  ijill  extant  in  the  Delitise 
Poetarom  Scotorum  J.  This  poem  gave  him  a  very  agreeable  furprize,  being  prefented 
by  a  ftranger,  whom  he  judged  by  the  performance  to  be  a  perfon  of  an  extraordinary 
genius }  but  when  he  came  to  difcourfe  with  him,  he  was  {truck  with  admiration,  and 
finding  him  known  in  eVery  thing,  he  brought  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  all  the  people 
of  learning  of  note  that  were  in  Venice,  and  all  of  them  were  fo  furprized  with  him, 
that  they  thought  him,  as  he  really  was,  the  wonder  of  the  world,  and  never  fpokeof 
him  but  with  admiration ;  at  length  being  brought  before  the  doge  and  fenate,  he  made 

•  Hift.drtEnf.  CelA. 

^  The  pafquinade  tr.ft  to  thitcfTed,  written  beiimth  the  challenge.  And  lie  that  vil)  fee  it  let  htm  go 
te  ihc  figne  of  the  Faulcon  and  it  ihiill  hf  Ihewn.  Thia,  fays  Boccaiini,  midr  fuch  an  impreSion  on  Crick* 
ton,  ihat  be  left  the  place  where  he  wai  fo  grolly  affronted  m  to  be  put  on  ■  IctcI  with  jugjlera  aad  moaoK* 
baak*. 

I  DcUtiK  Poet,  Scot.  »bi  fupra. 

T  a  «h:uid* 
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a  handfome  fpc^ch  to  (hem,  which  being  accompanied  with  all  the  graces  and  beau- 
ties of  eloquence  and  naiuie'  that  appeared  in  his  perfon  in  their  utmoft  luftre,  he 
recCTved  the  thanks  of  the  fenate,  and  nothing  was  talked  through  the  whole  city,  but 
of  this  prodigy  of  nature.  Having  (tayed  for  fome  time  at  Venice,'  he  went  to  Padua  to 
vifit  the  learned  men  that  were  at  that  famous  univerfity  ;  and  he  had  no  fomer  arrived 
there,  but  there  was  a  meeting  of  all  the  learned  men  in  the  city,  in  the  houfe  of 
Jacobus  Moyfius  Cornelius,  to  wait  upon  him,  and  converfe  wiih  him  :  He  opened  the 
afiembly  with  an  extemporary  poem  in  praife  of  the  city,  univerfity,  and  the  alfimbiy 
that  had  honoured  him  with  their  prefence  at  that  time ;  and  after  fix  hours  of  a  dif- 
pute,  which  he  fuflained  again^  them,  jn  whatever  ihey  could  propofe  to  him  in  all  the 
fciences,  he  concluded  with  an  extemporary  oration  in  praife  of  ignorance,  that  Aldus 
Manutius  t  fays  that  they  all  thought  that  ■  they  were  in  a  dream,  and  that  he  had  al-^ 
mofl  perfuaded  them  that  it  was  better  to  be  ignorant,  than  Ifarned  -and  wife.  Some 
time  after  this  he  fixed  a  paper  on  the  gates  of  St,  John  and  St.  Paul's  churches,' 
wherein  he  offered  to  prove  before  the  univerfity,  that  there  was  an  infinite  nuDiber  of 
errors  in  Ariftotle's  philofophy,  which  was  then  only  iti  vogue,  and  in  all  his  cummeri- 
taries,  both  in  theological  and  philofophical  matters,  and  to  refute  the  dreams  of  levcral 
mathematicians  :  He  likewife  made  an  offer  to  difpute  in  all  the  fciences,  and  to  anfwer 
to  whatever  (hould  be  propofed  to  him,  or  objeQed  againft  him,  either  in  the  common 
logical  way,  or  by  numbers  and  mathematical  figures,  or  to  a  hundred  forts  of  verfes  as 
they  pleafed. 

Aldus  Manutius,  who  was  prefent  at  this  difpute,  fays  f,  that  he  performed  all  that 
he  had  promifed,  to  their  greateft  amazement :  and  be  tells  as  likewife  of  another  dif- 
pute thit  he  had  before  a  great  concourfe  of  people  in  the  Bifliop  of  Padua's  houfe, 
without  mentioning  the  occafion  oi*  particulars  of  it;  but  Joannes  Imperlalis  tells  us  |,: 
that  he  was  informed  by  his  father,  who  was  prefent  at  this  difpute,  that  it  was  with  one 
Archangellus  Mercenarius,  a  famous  philofopher,  upon  philofophical  fubiects,  in  which, 
lie  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well,  that  his  adverfary  owned  before  the  affembly  that  he  had 
overcome  him. 

From  Venice  he  went  to  Mantua  ;  at  this  time  (here  was  a  gladiator  at  Mantua,  who 
had  foiled  in  his  travels  the  moft  famous  fencers  in  Europe,  and  had  lately,  killed  in 
that  city  three  perfons  who  had  entered  the  Hfts  with  him ;  the  Duke  of  Mantua  was 
highly  offended  that,  he  had  granted  this  fellow  his  proteflion,  fince  it  had  fuch  a  fatal 
confequence :  Crichton  being  informed  of  this,  offered  his  fervice  to  the  Duke,  to  rid 
not  only  his  dominions,  but  Italy  of  this  murtherer,  atyl-  to  fight  bim  for  fifteen  hunt 
dred  piftoles :  though  the  Puke  was  unwilling  to  expofe  fuch  a  fine  gentleman  as  our- 
author,  to  fuchahazard,  yet  relying  upon  the  report  of  his  performances  inall  war* 
like  atchievemcnis,  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  die  time  and  place  being  appointed,  the 
whole  couri  were  witpefsto  the  performance;  ]n  the  beginning  of  the  combat,  Crich- 
ton w?s  upon  the  defenfive,  and  the  ItrMan  attacked  him  with  fuch  vigour  and  eager— 
nefs,  that  he  began  to  grow  faint,  having  over-afted  himfelf;  thep  our  author  attacked 
him  with  fuch  dexterity  and  vigour,  that  he  run  him  through  the  body  in  three  dif- 
ferent phices,  of  which  he  immediately  died-  The  huzzas  and  acclamations  of  the 
fpeflators  were  extraordinary  upon  this  occafion,  aijd  all  of  them  acknowledged,  that, 
they  ha,l  never  feen-  art,  grace,  nor  nature  fccond  the  precepts  of  art  with'fo 
luuch  livclinefa  as  theyhad  ffeen  that  day  j  and  to  crown  the  glory  of  this  a..ion,, 

•  Itian   Imperial,  ubifupra.  f   ^Mu"  Man.  Prsef.  ia  Cicer.  Pwjd. 

I  Udi  fupv*.  j  Ubi  fogra. 
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Crichton  befiowed  the  prize  of  his  vi£tory  upon  the  wlcfows  who  had  loft  their  huf- 
ban^'s  in  fighting  with  this  gladiator. 

Thefe  and  his  other  wonderful  performances,  moved  the  Duke  of  Mantua  to  make 
choice  of  him  for  preceptor  to  his  Ton  Vincent  de  Gonzagua,  a  prince  of  a  riotous  temper  ■ 
and  diflblute  life.  The  court  was  highly  pleSfed  with  the  IXuke's  choice,  and  for  their  di-  ' 
vcrfion  he  conipofed  a  comedy,  wherein  he  expofed  and  ridiculed  *  all  the  weaknefles  and 
failures  of  the  feveral  cmplnvmeiits  that  men  betake  themfelves  to;  which  was  looked 
upon  as  one  oF  the  moll  ing.^nious  fatlres  that  ever  was  made  upon  mankind  ;  but  that 
which  was  moft  wonderful  and  aftonifliing  was,  that  he  hhnfelf  pcrfonated  the  divine,, 
philofopher,  lawyer,  mathematician,  phyfician,  and  foldier,  with  fuch  an  inimitable 
grace,  that  every  time  he  appeared  upon  the  theatre,  he  feemed  to  be  a  different  per- 
fon  ;  but  from  being  the  principal  aftor  of  a  comedy,  he  became  the  woful  fubjeft  of  a- 
moft  lamentable  tragedy,  being  moft:  barbaroufly  murihered  by  his  pupil,  which  hap- 
pened inus :  ' 

One  night  as  he  was  walking  along  the  ftreets  in  the  time  of  the  camarval,  and  play- 
ing upon  his  guittare,  he  was  attacked  by  half  a  dozen  people  in  malks;  but 
they  found  that  they  had  not  an  ordinary  perfon  to  deal  with,  for  they  were  not  able  to- 
ftand  their  ground  againft  him,  and  having  difarmed  the  principal  perfon  amongft' 
them,  he  pulled  off  his  maik,  and  begged  his  life,  telling  him,  that  he  was  ths  Prince- 
his  pupil.  Crichton,  who  immediately  knew  him,  fell  down  upon  his  knees,  and  told' 
him  that  he  was  forry  for  his  miftake,  and  that  what  he  had  done  was  only  in  his  own- 
defence,  and  that  if  he  had  any  defign  upon  his  life,  he  might  always  be  niafter  of  it  ;■ 
and  then  taking  his  own  fword  by  the  point,  he  prefented  him  with  it ;  which  the  prince 
taking  in  his  hand,  and  not  being  able  to  overcome  his  pafTion  for  the  affronr  that  ■ 
he  thought  he  had  fuftained,  in  being  foiled  with  all  Ins  attendants,  he  immediately 
nm  him  through  the  heart. 

What  moved  the  prince  to  this  ungenerous  and  brutaf  a£Hoh',  is  varioufly  conjee-- 
tured  ;  for  fonie  think  it  was  jealoufy,  fufpefling  that  he  was  more  in  favours  with  a 
young  lady  whom  he  paffionateiy  loved  than  he  was.  Others  fay,  that  ir  was  only  to^ 
try  his  valour,  and  the  effeft  of  a  drunken  ramble  ;  but  whatever  was  the  caufe  of  it, 
"tis  certain  that  thus  he  died,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year- 1 583,1 
in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  or,  as  Imperialis  fays,  in  the  twenty- fecond. 

•  The  utihappy  (ffcflihat  tliis  lutmour  had  on  two  maidi  nF  honour  i«  adminrbly-  told-by  Sir  Thomas'- 
Uiquha.  I,  a  frcoo'l  Rabulaix,  and  bell  innflutor  of  that  cxtiaTHgHnt  author. 

"  They  heaid  in  him  alone  the  promifcuou*  fperch  of  fifteen  feveral  a^orG,  by  the  var4aus  ravi(h- 
mcnts  ot  [he  eiicttleiicita  wlnreof,  in  llie  frolii-kmfsof  a  Jocund  Uraiiie  beyond  expeAation,  the  logo- 
fafciiiated  ''pimaor  the  brholdin^  lieaim  nnd  aurictibre  fpcAators,  were  fo  on  a  fuddeii  feazed  upon  la 
their  rifible  facuhiraof  ihefoni  and  all  ihrir  vital  motions  fo  uniietfally  affefted  in  thii  extrcmilj  of  agi' 
Qcion,  that  (nevoid  the  infviiable  charms  of  hi»  inttxiciting  ejaculations,  and  the  aocunulative  influencu- 
of  {o  powerful  a  tranfpoiiatiiin  one  of  my  Ladj  Dutcliefschict  maids  of  honour,  by  the  vehemencie  of  the- 
(hock  of  itiofi:  inicumpci'henfiLtc  raplures  burft  liirth  into  a  lau>;htcr,  to  the  rupiurc  of  a  veine  in  hct  body  ;. 
and  another  young  lady,  by  the  irreli'lable  violence  of  the  picafure  unawares  infufrd,  where  ihe  tender  re- 
ceptibililic  ot 'her  loo  tickled  fantie  was  left  able  to  hold  out.  fo  uoptovi.lcdiy  was  forpriffid  that,- 
virh  iiotefi'  itnpctiiu&lit  pf  lidibundal  paflion  then  (as  hath  been  to]d).occafiuned-a  fra&ure  in  th.e  other/ 
young  Udif,  Alt,  nut  able  longcT  to  luppori  (he  wi.-!l  bi^loved  burden  of  fo  exccflive  delight,  and  intranrmg. 
fuLiijoyiotfuchMcrcutia)  cxliiliraiion.  through  the  ineffable  extafie  ofan  ovcrmaltercd  appr-'henij'on,  fell' 
back  ill  a  fwoon,  without  the  appearanceof  any  other  life  luto  her,  then  what  by  tlie  molt  refined  wits  of 
ihcoh'gical  fpcciilaiiirs  is  conceived  to  be  excrced  by  the  puielt  parts  of  the  fcparated  entclechics  of  blelTcd  - 
Saints  in  tt>cir  fubltmtft  converfatio'is  with  thecelellial  hierarchies  :  this  accident  proctirrd  the  incomiii^or' 
M  agotb  caiie  with  reiloiBcivCs, .  as  the  ath«T  did  that  of  a  furgeon  with  canfolidative  medicamenta- ' 

V-iadicatioBof  theboiMtui  of  Scotland,  tec  p.  iii>  iia.- 
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His  death  was  extraordinuily  lamented  by  all  the  learned  men  in  Europe,  and  from 
thefe  Italian  wriiers,  who  knew,  and  were  cotemporary  with  him,  it  is,  that  I  have 
-rooflofall  that  I  havefaid  of  him.  Joannes  Imperialis,  a  doflor  of  medicine  of  Vicenza 
ia  Italy,  who  has  wrote  cur  author's  life,  and  who  could' not  but  know  the  truth  of  alt« 
or  molt  of  what  he  has  faid  of  him,  iince  he  lived  upon  the  places  in  which  they  were 
a&ed,  and  who  had  them  from  his  father,  who  was  an  eye  and  ear  witn^.-fs  to  them, 
lays  •,  "  That  he  was  the  wonder  of  the  laft  age,  the  prodigious  produSion  of  nature, 
the  glory  and  ornament  of  FarnalTus  in  a  llupendous  and  an  unufual  manner,  and  as 
yet  in  the  judgment  of  the  learned  world,  the  Phcenix  of  literature,  and  jather  a  fliining 
^particle  ot  the  Divine  Nature  and  Majefty,  than  a  model  of  what  human  nature  and  in- 
■duftry  can  attain  tg.  And  what  can  be  more,"  continues  he  ti  *'  above  our  conipre- 
henfion,  than  in  the  2 1  ft  year  ol  his  age  to  he  mailer  of  ten  languages,  and  to  be  per- 
feilly  well  feen  in  philofophy,  mathematicks,  theology,  the  belles-lettres,  and  all  the 
other  fciences  ;  befides,  was  it  ever  heard  of  in  the  whole  compals  of  this  globe,  that 
one  with  all  this,  (hould  be  found  expert  to  admiration,  in  fencing,  dancing,  Iinging, 
riding,  and  the  other  exercifes  of  the  gymnallick  art  ?  Befides  all  this ,  he  is  faid  to  have 
-been  one  of  the  molt  beautiful,  and  one  of  the  handfomeft  gentlemen-  the  world  ever 
faw,  fo  that  Nature  had  taken  as  much  care  about  his  body,  as  (he  had  done  about  his 
mind  ;  and  in  one  word,  he  was  the  ntmoft  that  man  could  come  to."  M.  Bayle  fays  |» 
,  that  he  was  one  of  the  greaiell  prodigies  of  wit  that  ever  lived  ;  and  Faclix-  Aftoifus 
that  he  had  fuch  a  prodigious  memory  %  that  he  retained  more  books  upon  his  mind,  than  . 
any  of  his  age  had  read  ;  Plttres  libret  memoriier  temhat  quam  quifquam  ea  atate  legerat. 

And  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  of  Cromarty,  having  infilled  on  all  the  particulars  of  our 
author's  life  in  a  fullian  and  bombaftical  ftrain,  tells  us,  that  in  the  comedy  which  he 
compofedj'and  was  an  aflor  in  before  the  court  of  Mantua,  in  the  fifth  and  lafl  a£l, 
he  himfelf  perfonated  no  lefs  than  thirteen  different  chara&ers  of  perfons  and  employ- 
:thents  in  their  different  habit& 

And  in  his  charader  of  him,  he  tells  us,-  that  he  gained  the  efteem  of  all  kings  and 
princes,  by  his  magnanimity  and  knowledge;  of  all  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  by  his 
-courtlinefs  and  breeding  :  of  all  knights,  by  his  honourable  dtportment  and  pregnancy 
of  wit ;  of  all  the  rich,  by  his  affability  and  good  fcUowfhip  ;  of  all  the  poor,  by  his 
muniflcence  and  liberality  ;  of  all  the  old,  by  his  conlUucy  and  wifdom ;  of  all  the 
young,  by  his  mirth  and  gallantry  }  ot[alI  the  teamed,  by  his  univerfa)  knowledge ;  of  all 
thefoldiers,  by  his  undaunted  valour  and  courage  ;  of  all  the  merchants  and  artificers, 
by  his  upright  dealing  and  honeAyj  and. of  all  tbe  fair  fex,  by  his  beauty  and  hand- 
fomenefs;  in  which  refpeft,  be  wasa  mafter-pieceof  nature.  "  The  reader,"  iayshe, 
^*  perhaps  will  think  this  wonderful,  and  fo  would  I  too,  were  it  not  that  I  know  as  Sir 
Phillip  Sidney  fays,  that  a  wonder  is  no  wonder  in  a  wonderful  fubjefl,  and  confequent- 
]y  not  in  him,  who  for  his  learning,  judgment,  valour,  eloquence,  beauty  and  good 
Allowfliip,  was  the  perfefteft  refult  ot  the  joint  labours  of  Pallas,  Apollo,  Mars,  Mercury, 
Venus  and  Bacchus,  that  hath  been  fince  thedaysof  Alcibiades;  and  he  was'reported  to 
have  been  enriched  with  a  memory  fo  prodigious  that  any  fermon,  fpeech,  harangue,  or 
other  manner  of  difcourfes  of  an  hour's  continuance  he  was  able  to  recite  without  hefi- 
tation,  after  tbe  fame  manner  of  geflure  and  pronunciation  in  all  points,  wherewith  it 
was  delivered  at  Arft  \  and  of  fo  Aupendous  a  judgment,   that  nothing  efcaped  his 


*  Mulkuin  Hiftor.  p.  1411 

\  Mufvun  Hiftor.  Impcr.  Joa.  ibidem*  Venctiis  apnd  Juntai  1650,  in  410. 

\  fiiU  Cciu.  S  Offioina  Hill,  p,  joa. 
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knowledge  :*'  and  for  the  truth  of  alt  this,  he  appeals  to  above  two  thoufand  wi'tiiefle?^ 
that  were  flill  alive,  and  had  known  him.  And  fpeaking  of  his  death,  which  he  attri- 
butes to  an  amour,  he  tells  us  that  it  was  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age;  that  the 
whole  court  went  in  mourning- for  him;  that  the  epitaphs  and  elegies  that  wer.--  com- 
pofed  upon  his  death,  if  coIleSed,  would  exceed  the  bulk  of  Homer's  works,  and  that 
his  pi^ure  was  flill  to  be  feen  in  the  molt  of  the  bed-chambers  and  galleries  of  the 
Italian  nobility,  reprefenting  him  upon  horfeback,  with  a  lauce  in  one  hand,  and  a- 
book  in  the  other*. 

Dempfter,  who  was  cotemporary  with  him,  and  a  profefTor  of  the  civil  law  at  Bono- 
ma  in  Italy,  agrees  as  to  the  mod  of  what  we  have  faid  of  him  ;  but  he  tells  us  f,  that 
he  was  for  fome  tinw  at  Geneva,  as  he  was  on  his  travels  to  Italy,  and  that  they  offered 
him  a  conGJerable  falary,  if  he  would  remain  with  them  ;  but  th-Jt  he  refufed  it,  and 
that  no  man  offered  to  detra£t  from  his  juft  praifes,  but  Trajano  Boccilini ;  but  that  he 
being  a  perfon  of  no  erudition,  it  was  rather  a  glory  tTian  any  difgrace  upon  him  to  be 
fo  treated  by  a  perfon  of  his  charader.  Yet  the  fame  Dempfter  blames  our  author- 
very  much,  not  for  his  boafting  of  the  endowments  of  his  mind,  but  for  his  affirming 
that  he  wa^i  defcended  from  the  royal  family  of  Scotland-  Many  poems  and  epitaphs 
were  compofed  upon  him,  but  I  fliall  only  infert  that  of  our  countryman.  Dr.  Jobo. 
JohnlloD,  ia  bis  infcriptions  upon  heroes,  who  makes  him  die  in  the  year  1581. 

JACOBUS  CRITONIUS  CLUNIU3. 

liofiinm  periler  at  Mari'u  Alurnnat,  ommSut  m  /tmRii,  ^fit  ttlam  /laS* attnir^iSi^ 
Maatu^  a  Uuc'ii  Mambiam  noBurtiii  infidiu  occifuie^,  aiui»Cirifii  Ij8l. 

£T  tttata  «t  cenfum  dat  Scotia,  Gallia  pcdiu- 
,  ExcoTit :  admirant  Iiala  terra  vimm 

Ambit,  et  cfTc  fuum  velltt )  gent  ztnula  vitam 
Ab;iulic  i  an  fati)  hoc  dt.-at  ut  ilia  fuum 
MantiM  habrt  cinerei  Ccelui  cxecrata  nefandum,. 
At  tumuli  tan  to  gaudet  tigDore  tamcDi 

I  hare  nothmg  of  this  author  thai  is  extant,  but  two  poems,  one  in  praile  of  the  citF' 
«f  Venice,  and  the  other  addrelTed  to  Aldus  Manuuus  l*  Both  which  are  in  tbe.firit 
voltune  of  the  Deiitia  Poetarum  Scoticorum- 

*  The  print  given  ^J  Mr.  Pennant  wa*  u^  from  a  piSure  in  poflcfSon  of  Lord  Elicok,  Lord  of 
SefBoni,  copied  tii>m  an  oiiginal  belonging  to  Mr-  Gnham  of  Airth.     I  atn  told  that  there  is  a  *ery  line, 
portrait  oFthi*  cclebratrd  perfon  ihc  propeitjr  of  Mr,  MonilVB  of  -  fiogny.  which  waa  feot  fron  Italy  by 
Cricitton  a  ftnrt  time  before  h«  wat  killed 
f  Hift  Ecdcf.  Gen.  Scot,  ubi  fupn.. 

%  CrkbtoB  replict  to-o»t  of  the  Naiad*  of  the  Pib,,«rho  appeared  to  him  oo  bit  Mfif al  at  Vcaiec: 
— -.  --  ■  F 'teor  me,  candide  Naiii, 

PromtritumqinecunqKc  fero:  nee  lurpts  egcAat- 
Intandumte  fcelni  fervi  hki  peAora  vesat. 
At  me  quia  mifirvm  magna  coKtiufch  in  uibc 
Aut  quit  ad  xquoreat  fientem  folatur  arenas  ?: 

"She  Kaid  direfii  bim  to  Aldus : 

Hunc  pete,  mmque  regens  6I0  Teltigia  cgecs' 
Dirigct  Hie  inos  optaio  in  tramitc  grcHhs 
Ind«  via  piiidet.     Seqiiere  huncquccunque  jubnitCB'' 
Sic  (c  Diva  montt  fzvam  quge  Gurgona  gellat, 
Qux  plerumque  toit  prefciu  crit  opiinwi  votil. 

Dempfter 
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_  Demp/ler  gives  us  the  JFoIlowing  catalogue  of  his  works ;  where  it  plaioly  appears, 
that  he  makes  three  books  out  of  that  placard  which  he  affixed  upoa  xbe  gates  of  St. 
John  and  St.  Paul's  churches  in  Padua.  , 

■  The  Catalogue  of  his  Works, 

%  OD^  ai]  La  urentinm  Maflam  plurta. 
II.  Laudes  Patavina:,  Carmen  exicmpore  elFufam,  cum  in  Jacob!  Moyfii  Comrlii  domo  esprrioicntunt 
ingenii  coram  tota  AcademiK  frequentia  non  fine  muliorum  (luporc  faceret. 
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APPENDIX.— Number  IV. 

X)n  the  Murder  of  a  Laird  of  Innes. — As  related  in  the  old  Account. 

^OHN  Lord  1NNES>  having  no  children,  fettles  his  eftafe  upon  his  next  hdr  and 
•cbufin  Alexander  Innes  of  Cromy,  and  feems  to  fufFer  him  to  enjoy  his  title  and  pof- 
felfions  in  his  life  time.  Robert  Innes  of  Innermarky,  another  cadet  of  the  bmily,  is 
difgufted.  to  fee  Innes  of  Cromy  endowed  with  fo  much  power  and  preferred  to  him. 
He  alarms  Lord  John,  and  makes  him  recent  fo  far  of  what  he  had  done,  that  he  joins 
in  confpiracy  with  Innermarky  to  affaffinate  his  coufm  Alexander.  The  author  fays, 
■**  John  being  brought  over  to  his  mindej  (viz.  Innes's  of  Innermarky,)  there  wanted 
■nothing  but  a  conveniency  for  putting  y'  purpofe  to  execution,  which  did  offer  itfelf 
in  y*  month  of  Apryle  1 580,  at  w"  tyme  Alex,  being  called  upon  forae  bufinefs  to  Aber- 
deen, was  obliged  to  ftay  longer  there  then  he  intended,  by  reafone  that  his  only  fone 
Robert,  a  youth  of  1 6  yeirs  of  age,  had  fallen  fick  at  the  college,  and  his  father  could 
jioc  leave  (he  place  untill  he  faw  q'  became  of  him.  He  hade  tranfported  hini  out 
of  the  old  toune,  and  hade  brought  him  to'  his  own  lodgeing  in  the  new  tounej 
he  had  alfo  fent  feveral  of  his  fervants  home  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  let  his  Lady  know 
thc.reafone  of  his  itay,  by  means  of  thefe  fervants  it  came  to  t^  known  perfe^Iy  at 
Kinnardy  in  q'  circumltance  Alexander  was  at  Aberdeen,  q'  he  was  lodged,  and  how 
he  was  attended,  which  invited  Innermarky  to  take  the  occafione.  Wherefore  getting 
a  confiderable  number  of  affiftants  with  him,  he  hade  -  Laird  John  ryde  to  Aber- 
<Ieen  :  they  enter  the  toua  upon  the  night,  and  about  middnight  came  to  Alexander's 
lodgeing. 

"  The  outer  gate  of  the  clofs  they  f6und  oppen,  but  all  the  reft  of  the  doors  fliutt ; 
they  wer  afraid  to  break  up  doors  by  violence,  leaft  the  noife  might  alarm  the  neigh- 
boui  heed,  but  choifed  rather  to  ryfe  up  fuch  a  cry  in  the  clofs  as  might  obieidge  thofe 
-who  wer  within  to  oppen  the  door  and  fee  q<  it  might  be*  The  feuds  at  that  tyme 
betwixt  the  ^aiilys  of  Gordone  and  Forbes  wer  not  extinguifhed,  therfor  they  ryfed 

a  cry. 
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a  cry,  as  if  it  had  been  upon  fome  outfall  aniong  thefe  peoplej  crying,  *  Help,  a  GoN 
don,  a  Gordon,'  which  is  the  gathering  word  of  the  friends  of  y'  familie. 

**  Alexander,  being  deeply  tntereded  in  the  Gordon,  at  the  noife  of  the  cry  Itarted 
from  his  bedd,  took  tus  fword  in  his  hand  and  opened  a  back  door  that  led  to  y'  court 
below,  ftept  down  three  or  four  fteps,  and  cryed  to  know  q'  was  the  matter.  loner- 
marky  who  by  his  word  new  him,  and  by  his  why tt  lliirt  decerned  him  perfe^ly,  cocks 
his  gun  and  fliootts  him  through  the  body  in  aiie  inltant.  As  m^ny  as  could  get 
about  him  fell  upon  him  and  butchered  him  barbarouily.  Innermarky  perceavdng  in 
the  mean  tyme  y'  Laird  John  ftood  by,  as  either  relentmg  or  terrified,  held  ths  bloody 
dagger  to  his  throat  that  he  had  newly  taken  out  of  the  murchered  body,  fwearing 
dreadfully  y'  he  would  ferve  him  the  fame  way  if  he  did  not  as  he  did,  and  fo  com- 
pelled him  to  draw  his  dagger,  and  (tab  it  up  to  the  hilts  in  .the  body  of  liis  neareft 
relatione*  and  the'  braved  that  boare  his  name.  After  his  example  all  who  wer  ther 
behooved  to  do  the  lyke,  that  all  might  be  alyke  guilty  ;  yea  in  profecutione  of  this,  it 
has  been  (old  me  that  Mr.  John  Innes,  afterwards  Coxtouae,  being  a  youth  than  at 
fchooU,  was  ryfed  out  of  his  bedd,  and  compelled  by  Innermaricy  to  ftab  a  daggar  unto 
the  dead  body,  that  the  more  might  be  under  the  fame  condemnatione ;  a  very  crafty 
cruelty. 

"  The  next  thing  looked  after  was  the  deftrufdone  of  the  fick  youth  Robert,  who 
had  lyein  y'  night  in  a  bedd  by  his  father,  but  upon  the  noyfe  of  q'  was  done,  hade 
fcrambled  from  it,  and  by  the  help  of  one  John  of  Culdreafons,  or  rather  fome  of  the 
people  of  the  houfs,  had  got  oat  at  ane  unfrequented  bak  door  into  the  garden,  and 
from  y'into  a  neighbour's  houfs,  q'  he  hade  Ihattered  ;  the  Lord  in  his  providence 
preferveing  him  Tor  the  executing  vengeiice  upon  thefe  murthurers  for  the  blood  of 
his  father. 

*•  Then  Innermarky  took  the  dead  man's  fignet  ring,  and  fent  it  to  his  wife,  as  from 
her  hufband,  by  a  fervant  whom  he  had  purchafed  to  that  purpofe,  ordering  her  to 
fend  him  fuch  a  particular  box  q"''  contained  the  bond  of  tailie,  and  all  y'  hade  fol- 
lowed'' thereupon  betwixt  hini  and  Laird  John,  whom  the  fervant  faid  he  hade  left 
w' his  m' at.  Aberdeen:  and  yt  for  difpatch  he  hade  fent  his  belt  hors  nith  him,  and 
bade  not  taken  leifure  to  writ,  but  fent  the  ring.  Though  it  troubled  the  woman 
much  to  receave  fuch  a  blind  meafage,  yet  her  hufband*s  ring,  his  own  fervant  and 
his  horfs,  prevailed  fo  with  her,  togither  with  the  man's  importunity  to  be  gone,  that 
fiiee  delivered  to  him  q'  he  fought,  and  let  him  go. 

"  There  happened  to  be  then  about  the  houfs  a  youth  related  to  the  family,  who 
was  courious  to  go  to  the  tenth  of  Aberdeen,  and  fee  the  young  Laird  who  had  been 
fick,  and  to  whom  he  was  much  addi^ed.  This  youth  hade  gone  to  the  ftable  to  in- 
terceed  with  the  fervant  that  he  might  carrie  him  behind  him,  and  his  difcourfs  hade 
found  the  man  under  great  reltraint  and  confulion  of  minde,  fometiyme  Eyeing  he 
he  was  to  go  00  further  than  Kinnardy  (which  indeed  was  the  truth,)  and  at  oy'  times 
that  he  behooved  to  be  immediately  at  Aberdeen. 

**  This  brought  him  to  be  jealous,  though  he  knew  not  q',  but  further  knowledge  he 
behoved  to  have,  and  therfor  he  ftept  out  a, little  beyond  the  entry,  watching  the  fer- 
vant's  comeing,  and  in  the  by-going  fuddenly  leapt  on  behind  him,  and  would  needs 
either  go  alonges  with  him,  or  have  fatisfieing  reafone,  why  he  lefuffed  him. 

**  The  conteft  became  fuch  betwixt  them,  that  the  fervant  drew  his  durk  to  ridd  him 
of  the  youth's  trouble,  q*''  the  other  wrung  out  of  bis  hands,  and  down  right  killed 
him  w'  it,  and  br{>ught  back  the  box  w^  the  writs  and  horls  to  the  houls  of  Innes  (or 
Cromie,  1  know  not  q'"".)  4  • 
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**  As  the  lady  is  ir  a  confufione  for  q'  had  fiillen  out,  ther  comes  aneother  of  the  fer- 
vants  from  Aberdeen,  who  gave  ane  account  of  the  flaughter,  fo  that  ffie  behooved 
to  conclude  a  fpeciall  hand  of  Providence  to  have  been  in  the  firfl:  pafage.  Her  next 
courfs  was  to  fecilre  her  hufband's  writs  the  beft  file  could,  and  flee  to  her  friends  for 
ihalter,  by  whbs  means  ftie  was  brought  w'  all  fpeed  to  the  King,  befor  whom  fliee 
made  her  complaint.    And  q^  is  heir  fet  doun  is  holden  by  all  men  to  be  true  raatt^ 

of  fea. 

*'  The  Earl  of  Huntly  imediatly  upon  the  report  of  the  flaughter  concerned  himfelf 
becaufs  of  his  relatione  to  the  dead,  and  looked  out  for  his  fon,  whom  he  indantly 
carried  to  Edinburgh,  andput  him  for  fhalter  into  the  family  of  the  Lord  Elphinltoune, 
at  that  lyme  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  the  kingdome. 

**  Innermarky  and  Laird  John,  after  the  flaughter,  came  back  to  the  Lord  Saltoun's 
houfs,  who  lived  then  at  Rothimay,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  in  the  knowledge  of 
q'  they  had  been  about,  for  certaiR  it  is  they  wer  fupported  by  the  AbemethySj  ay  until 
the  law  went  againft  them.  From  Rothymay  they  went  with  a  confiderable  party  of 
horfe,  and  repofceft  Laird  John  in  all  pdrts  of  the  eftate  of  Innes.  And  Innermarky* 
to  make  the  ftilt  ufe  of  q*  he  bade  fo  boldly  begun,  did,  upon  the  feventein  Mali  1580, 
which  was  5  weeks  after  the  flaughter,  take  from  Laird  John  a  new  difpofitione  of  the 
eftate  of  Innes. 

"  By  what  is  faid,  Innermarky  may  appeir  to  have  been  a  man  fiill  of  unrighteouf- 
nefs,  craft,  and  cruelty  ;  yet  fome  fay  for  alleviatione  of  his  faft,  that  he  having  his 
chiefl"'s  favour,  hade  got  the  firft  difpofition  of  his  efl:ate  foilieing  airs  of  himfelf,  but 
that  Cromy  had  taken  a  poflerior  right  and  hade  fupplanted  Innermarky,  for  q'*"  he  in 
revehge  had  killed  him,  &c.  But  falfenefs  of  the  allegance  (mean  as  it  is)  is  plaine 
pad  contradi£tion,  from  the  above  narraitted  writ,  q'"  was  given  to  Innermarky  but 
40  days  after  the  flaughter  of  Cromy. 

"  For  two  full  yeirs  Innermarky  and  John  hade  poflefl  the  cfl:ate  of  Innes,  ftrenthen- 
ing  themfelfs  with  all  the  friendOiip  they  could  acquyre  ;  but  being  in  end  declared  out 
laws,  in  the  3^  yeir  Robert  Laird  of  Innes,  the  fon  of  Alex',  came  north  with  a  com- 
miflion  againit  them  and  all  others  concerned  in  the  flaughter  of  his  father.  This 
Robert  was  a  young  man  well  endued  w'  favour  and  underftanding,  which  had  ingaged 
the  Lord  Treafurer  fo  fat  to  wedd  his  interefl:,  that  he  firfl  weded  the  young  man  to 
his  daughter,  and  then  gote  him  all  the  afliflance  requifit  to  poflefs  him  of  his  eftaie, 
q"*  was  no  fooner  done  but  he  led  waft  the  pofleflions  of  his  enemies }  burning  and 
blood  fhed  was  a^ed  by  both  partys  with  animoufly  enough. 

'*  In  the  mean  tyme  Laird  John  had  run  away  to  feek  fome  lurking  place  in  the 
fouth,  q'  he  was  difcovered  by  the  friends  of  the  Lord  Elphinftoune,  and  by  them 
taken  and  fent  north  to  the  Laird  Robert,  who  did  not  put  him. to  death,  but  took 
him  bound  to  various  forts  of  performances,  as  appears  by  the  contraft  betwixt  thera 
in  anno  1 585 :  one  grofs  was,  yt  that  He  fliould  deliver  up  the  charter  chift,  and  all  the 
old  evidents,  q'*"  he  and  Innermarky  had  feafed,  and  which  I  doubt  if  ever  he  faithfully 
did,  els  this  relation  hade  been  with  lefs  pains  and  more  fully  inftruSed. 

'*  As  to  Innermarky,  he  was  forced  for  a  while  to  take  the  hills,  and  when  he  wearied 
of  that,  he  ^hade  a  retreat  of  a  difficult  accefs  within  the  houfs  of  Edinglafly,  q'  he  fleeped 
in  little  enough  fecurity ;  for  in  September  1584,  his  houfs  was  furpryfed  by  Laird 
Robert,  and  that  reteiring  place  of  his  firft  entered  by  Alexander  Innes,  aftewards  of 
Cotts,  the  fame  who  fome  yeirs  before  had  killed  the  fervant  who  came  from  Inner- 
liiarky  with  the  falfe  tokin  for  y'  writs,  and  who  all  his  lyfe  was  called  Craigg  in  peirill, 
for  venturing  upon  Innermarky  then  dcfperat,  and  whos  cruelty  he  helped  to  repay 
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h  in  its  own  coine  j  there  was  no  mercy  for  luin,  for  llain  he  was,  and  his  hoar  head 
cut  off  and  taken  by  the  widdow  of  him  whom  he  bade  flain,  and  carried  to  Edin- 
burgh and  caften  at  the  King's  feett ;  a  thing  too  mafculine  to  be  commended  in  a 
woman." 


APPENDIX.-NuMBER  V. 

Of  Caitbneft,  Sirathnaver,  and  Sutherland* 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Albiahdik  Pofe,  Minifter  of  Reav. 

AS  the  Pifts  pofleffed  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland  of  old,  as  they  did  the  moll 
ffroie  parts  of  the  fouth,  and  were  expelled  in  the  year  839,  we  have  very  little  of 
their  hiftory  :  what  preferves  the  remembrance  of  that  people  is  only  the  round  build- 
ings wherein  they  dwelt,  of  which  there  are  numbers  all  over  the  north,  particularly 
Sutherland,  Caithnefs,  and  Orkney. 

It  is  obfervable  in  thefe  buildings,  that  there  is  no  mortar  of  any  kind,  neither  clay  nor 
lime  i  nor  had  they  any  notion  of  cafting  an  arch.  They  confifl  of  the  bell  flones  they 
could  find,  well  bud  and  joined ;  the  wall  was  fometimes  fourteen  feet  thick,  and  the' 
great  room,  which  was  quite  round,  twenty-  two  feet  diameter  j  thp  perpendicular  wall 
twelve  feet  high  ;  and  the  roof  was  carried  on  round  about  with  long  ftones,  till  it 
ended  in  ao  opening  at  the  top,  which  ferved  both  for  light  and  a  vent  to  carry  off 
the  fmoke  of  their  nre.  Where  the  Hones  were  long  and  good,  they  had  fmall  rooms 
for  fieeping  in  the  thicknefs  of  their  wall.  The  door  or  entry  was  low,  three  feet  for 
ordinary,  mut  up  by  a  large  broad  ftone.  There  is  one  of  them  entire  in  the  parilh  of 
Loth,  which  the  Bilhop  of  Offory  vifited  and  examiAed.  It  is  the  only  one  that  is  fo, 
as  far  as  I  could  find,  excepting  one  at  Suifgil  in  the  parifli  of  Kildonnan.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  where  the  Hones  were  not  fiat  and  well  bedded,  for  fear  the  outer  wall 
Ihould  fail,  they  ^uilt  great  heaps  of  Hones  to  fupport  it,  fo  that  it  looks  outwardly 
like  a  heap  without  any  defign,  which  is  the  cafe  at  Loth  beg,  in  the  parifh  of  Lothis. 
At  the  delire  of  the  Bifhop  of  Offory  I  meafured  feveral  of  them,  and  faw  fome  quite 
demolifhed.  We  found  nothing  in  them  but  hand-milts,  or  what  the  Highlanders  call 
Querns,  which  were  only  eighteen  inches  diameter,  and^great  heaps  of  deer  bones  and 
boms,  as  they  lived  much  more  by  hunting  than  any  other  means. 

What  are  (lyled  forefl,  or  hunling-houfes,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  by  tl)e 
antient  inhabitants  for  retreats  in  the  hunting  countries.  They  confift  of  a  gallery, 
with  a  number  of  fmall  rooms  on  the  fides,  each  formed  of  three  large  Hones,  viz.  one 
on  each  fide,  and  a  third  by  way  of  covering.  Thefe  are  made  with  the  vaft  flags  this 
country  is  famous  for.  At  the  extremity  is  a  larger  aparthient  of  an  oval  figure,  pro- 
bably the  quarters  of  the  chieftain.  The  paflage  or  gallery  is  without  a  roof  j  a  proof 
that  they  were  only  temporary  habitations.  Their  length  is  from  fifty  to  fixty  feet. 
Thefe  buildings  are  only  in  places  where  the  great  flags  are  plentiful.  |n  Glea-Loch 
are  three,  and  are  called  by  the  country  people  Uags. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  more  remarks  on  the  round  edifices.  They  were  large  or 
fmall,  according  to  the  fize  or  goodnefs  of  the  Hones  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
Hones  that  formed  the  roof  were  placed  thus :  the  largeft  lay  loweH,  the  remainder 

Erew  fucceflively  fmaller  and  thinner  to  the  top.j  fo  that  there  was  no  danger  of  its 
Jling  in  by  too  great  a  preflure.    The  builders,  took  great  pains  to  bed  their  Hones 
y  3-  well  i 
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weH  i  and,  where  two  met,  they  were  wont  to  band  them  above  by  another,  and  to  pin 
them  tight  to  make  them  firm.  The  doors  were  always  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  only 
three  feet  wide  at  the  entrance,  but  grew  higher  within,  and  were  clofed  with  a  great 
flag.  They  nfually  introduced  water  into  thefe  houfes,  where  they  formed  a  well, 
and  covered  it  with  a  flag-ftone.  A  deep  ditch  furrounded  the  outfides  of  many  of 
thefe  buildings.-  _The  dead  were  mterred  at  fome  diftance  from  the  houfes.  The  ceme- 
teries were  of  two  kinds.  In  fome  places  the  deceafed  were  placed  within  great  circles 
of  ftonesofa  hundred  feet  diameter,  and  the  the  .corpfes  covered  with  gravel.  In 
other  places  they  were  interred  in  cairns  of  a  fugar-loaf  form ;  fometimes  bones  have 
been  found  in  them,  fometimes  urns  with  afties,  a  proof  that  burning  and  the  common 
fpecies  of  interment  was  ufual.  Sometimes  the  remains  of  iron  weapons  have  been 
found,  but  fo  corroded  that  their  form  could  not  be  difUoguilhed.  In  one  was  found 
a  brazen  head  of  a  fpear  nine  inches  long. 

If  thefe  buildings  were  the  work  6f  the  Pifls,  they  originally  extended  over  many 
parts  of  Scotland  fouth  of  this  country.  The  laft  have  been  fo  long  in  a  ftate  of  cul-  _ 
tivation,  that  it  is  not  furprifing  that  we  fee  none  of  thefe  houfes  at  prefent,  the  ftones 
having  been  applied  to  various  ufes.  Even  in  thefe  remote  parts,  they  are  continually 
deltroyed  as  farming  gains  ground,  they  offer  a. ready  quarry  to  the  hufbandman  for 
makijig  inclofures,  or  other  purpofes  of  his  bufinefs. 

From  the  extirpation  of  the  Pids  to  the  year  1 166,  Scotland  was  harafied  by  in- 
vafions  from  the  Norwegians  and  Danes,  particularly  the  north  part ;  for  Harold  the 
Fair,  King  of  Norway,  feized  Orkney  in  the  latter  end  of  the  ninth  century.  From 
Norway  ncarros  came  to  Orkney,  and  the  paflage  being  fo  fliort,  all  the  north  of  Scot- 
land was  continually  in  arms.  As  nothing  can  be  expe£tbd  in  that  period  but  fight- 
ing, bloodfhed,  and  rapine,  we  c^not  look  for  improvements  of  any  kind,  and  for 
that  reafon  it  is  needlefs  to  attempt  any  particular  hiflory  of  it.  It  is  true,  Torfbus 
gives  us  fome  account  of  that  time,  which  is  all  that  we  have. 

As  to  the  family  of  Sutherland,  they  have  poffeffed  that  country  fince  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  Pifls,  and  have  continued  as  Thanes  and  Earls  to  this  time.  That  they 
are  originally  of  German  extraction,  is  evident  from  their  arms.  Dr.  Abercrombie,  in 
his  Hiftory  of  the  Scots  Heroes,  mentions  Dorfald  Thane  of  Sutherland  married  to  a 
niece  of  King  Kennet  11.     May  that  good  family  continue  and  profper. 

Lord  Reay's  family  derive  their  original  from  Ireland,  in  the  twelfth  century,  when 
King  William  the  Lion  reigned.  The  occafion  of  their  fettling  in  the  north  is  men- 
tioned by  Torfseus,  as  captains  of  a  number  of  warriors  to  drive  the  Norwegians  out 
ofCaithnefs. 

The  Sinclairs  Earls  of  Caithnefs  are  only  of  a  late  date.  The  family  of  Roflin  !s 
their  original  in  Scotland  ;  but  their  coming  into  England  is  as  early  as  the  year^o66 ;  ■ 
for  I  find  them  mentioned  among  the  commanders  in  the  army  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, in  the  roll  of  Battel  abbey.  They  were  firft  Earls  of  Orkney,  then  Earls  of 
Caithnefs,  and  ftill  continue  in  the  perfon  of  William  Sinclair  of  Ratter,  who  carried 
tfie  peerage  before  the  Britifli  parliament  this  prefent  year  1773. 

An  for  the  hiftory  of  thefe  parts,  I  ftiall  begin  with 

'  Edrachilis*. — This  parifh,  which  belongs  to  the  family  of  Reay,  is  all  forefl  and 
rocks,  little  arable,  and  fcarcely  any  plain  ground,  excepting  the  town  of  Scoury.  The 
jafture  is  fine,  and  plenty  of  red  deer,  but  the  country  at  fome  diftance  looks  as  if  one 

• .  Properly  Eider  dar  clioillei,  i.  e.  beiwetn  two  wooda. 
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hitlwas  piled  upon  another.    The  firth  that  runs  far  into  the'land  abotinds  mth  good 
fijQi*  and  herring  in  their  feafon.  , 

TorfsEus  mentions  a  bloody  battle  fought  in  this  firth,  at  a  place  called  Glen  du,^by 
two  pirates  ;  one  of  them  he  calls  Odranus  Gillius,  the  other  Suenus,  wherein  the 
latter  was  victorious.  Th^re  is  likewife  a  tradition  of  fome  bloody  engagement  be- 
twixt the  Mackays  and  Macleods. 

Parifl)  of  Diurnefs. — This  parilh  was  of  old  a  grafs  room  or  fliealing  to  the  bifliop  o€ 
Caithnefs,  and  was  difpofed  of  to  the  family  of  Sutherland  by  bilhop  Andrew  Stuart,, 
and  the  family  of  Sutherland  gave  it  to  Lord  Reay's  family.  Two  pieces  of  antiquity 
are  *o  be  feen  in  this  pariih  :  lil,  Domadilla's  Tower,  or  hunting-houfe,  which  ftands. 
in  Strathmore  ;  a  very  Urange  kind  of  building,  well  worth  the  feeing  *,  It  is  certain 
that  the  fineil  pallure  is  in  the  hills  of  Diurnefs,  which  rendered  it  the  beft  for^ll  in 
Scotland  of  old.  Our  antient  Scots  kings  hunted  there  frequently,  and  it  appears  that 
this  was  a  cultom  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  King  Domadilla.  ad.  There  is  on  the 
fide  of  a  hill  called  Bui  fpinunn,  a  fquare  piece  of  building,  about  three  feet  high  and 
twelve  fquare,  well  levelled,  called  Carn  nri,  or  king's  cam,  which  probably  was  the 
place  where  his  MajeCly  fat  or  Itood,  and  faw  the  fport,  as  he  had  from  hence  an  ex-' 
tenfive  profptCt.  Toriasus  mentions  that  one  Suenus  from  Orkney  viraited  on  the 
King  of  Scotland  as  he  was  diverting  hirfifelf  in  the  hunting  feafon  in  the  hills  of  , 
Diume^     This  Ihould  be  in  the  days  of  Malcolm  II. 

At  Loch-eribul,  on  the  north  fide,  there  is  a  plain  rock  which  is  Hill  called  Lech 
vuaies,  where  th^  fay  that  HacoD  King  of  Norway  llaughtered  the  cattle  he  took  from,  - 
the  natives  in  his  return  to  Orkney,  after  the  battle  of  Largis  in  the  year  1 26.3.  Tor* 
tieus  gives  a  journal  of  that  expedition,  and  mentions  King  Hacon's  landing  there. 
But  there  is.  a  traditionjhat  a  party  of  Norwegians,  venturing  too  far  into  that  country,, 
were  cut  to  pieces ;  and  that  the'place  is  called  Strath  urradale>  from  the  name  of  the- 
Norwegian  commander  ;  a  cudom  very  common  of  old. 

The  greateft  curiofity  in  this  parilh  is  a  cave  called  Sroow.  It  is  a  ftupendous  arch 
or  vault,  and  runs  under  ground  fo  far  that  the  extremity  of  it  was  n^er  found. 

Donald  Lord  Reay,  the  6rll  of  that  family,  made  an  attempt,  and  we  are  told  hfi 
proceeded  very  ^r,  meeting  with  lakes,  and  palHug  through  them  in  a  boat ;  but,  a&er 
all,  was  obliged  to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  feeing  a  part. 

Here  are  feveral  caves  that  run  far  under  ground^  but  Smow  is  the  molt  remarkable. 
1  am  told  that  of  late  they  have  difcovered  in  the  manor  or  mains  of  Diurnofs,  a  hole'  of 
,great  depth  :  it  was  of  old  covered  with  large  (tones,  but  thefe  it  feems  have  niouldered 
away.  So  that  it  is  the  conjecture  of  many,  thiU  there  are  numbers  of  caviues  of  great 
extent,  under  ground,  in  this  parilh. 

This  parilh  is  all  upon  the  lime  (tone,  and  abounds  in  marble ;  the  part  called 
ftriftly  Diurnefs,  is  a  plain,  the  fod  good,  and  the  grafs  incomparable,  therefore  capable 
of  the  highelt  improvement.  The  lakes  are  ilored  with  the  fineil  fifh,  and  full  of 
marie.  The  hills  aiford  the  bed  pafturage  for  Iheep,  and  the  feas  are  well  ftored  witli 
.fifli.  But  the  great  difadvantageto  this  country  is,  that  h  is  expofed  to  thenorfh-weft 
ftprras,  which  drive  the  fand  upon  it,  and  have  by  that  means  deftroyed  feveral  good 
farms,  and  threaten  more  harm  daily. 

In  tiiis  parilh  is  a  firth  called  LochEriboll }  Torfa^s  calls  it  Goas-fiord^  or  the  firth 
of  Hoan,  an  illand.'oppofite  to  it.  '1  his  is  one  of  the  fineft  and  fafelt  roads  for  ihipping 
in  £urope }  the  luvy  of  Great  Britain  can  enter  it  at  bw  water,  and  find  good.anchor- 

*  A  further  account  o£  tbu  lovec  wJlLbc  gi*ai  in  the  Tour  and  Vof  aje  of  1 771. 
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ing.  It  is  a  lofs  that  this  incomparable  bay  has  not  been  furreyed,  and  the  difierent  an- 
choring places  marked.  It  would  be  a  mighty  blefling  to  mariners,  being  To  near  Cape 
Wrath,  one, of  the  moft  ftormy  c'apes  in  the  world.  For  it  would  be  a  fafe  retreat 
to  veffels,  in ,  time  of  ftorm,  either  falling  towards  the  capej  or  to  thofe  that  had  the 
misfortune  to  receive  any  damage  off  it.  Cape  Wrath  is  alfo  in  the  parilh  of  Di- 
umefs. 

Parifli  of  Tongu^.  The  antiquities  of  this  parifli  axe  few.  There  is  an  old  Danilh 
building  upon  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  allied  Caftle  varrich,  or  Barr  caftle :  for  the  Danes 
or  Norwegians  poffeffed  that  country  for  ibme  time.  Ton|?ue  is  the  feat  of  Lord  Reay's 
iamily.  This  parifli  is  rather  better  for  pafture  than  tillage,  but  what  com  ground 
they  have  is  extremely  good.  Of  old  there  was  a  fine  foreft  in  it,  and  there  is  ftill 
plenty  of  deer.     Theancetlorsof  Lord  Reay's  family  drove  the  Danes  from  thefe  parts. 

In  this  parfli  1»  a  joch,  called  Loch-Hacon ;  in  it  an  ifland,  called  lUan  Lochan  Ha- 
con,  in  which  there  is  the  ruin  of  a  ftone  building  with  an  artificial  walk  in  it,  called 
Grianan,  becaufe  dry  and  expofed  to  the  fun.  From  which  it  appears  that  Earl  Hacon, 
who  pofiefled  Orkney  and  Caithness,  had  a  hunting  houfe  in  this  ifland,  and  lodged 
there  with  his  warriors,  in  the  hunting  feafon.  The  fea'Coalt  for  the  greateft  pan  is  all 
rock,  of  a  rough  granite,  or  what  we  call  whin.  Here  is  a  promontory  or  cape,  called 
Whiten  head,  very  ftormy  when  it  is  a  hard  gale.  ' 

There  was  formerly  a  chape!  in  an  ifland  near  Skerray ;  the  common  people  call 
it  the  ille  of  Saints ;  it  goes  by  the  name  of  Ifland  comb. 

Another  ifland,  called  lUan  na  nroan,  alt  of  a  high  rock,  but  .good  land,  and  plenty 
of  water -and  mofs.  It  might  be  rendered  impregnable.  Both  thefe  iflands  are  in  the 
parilh  of  Tongue.  I  have  been  in  Ulan  comb.  If  the  fand  had  not  over-run  a  part,  it 
would  be  a  charming  place. 

A  bloody  battle  was  fought  in  this  parifli  of  old,  by  one  of  the  aftceftors  of  Lord 
Reay,  againft  one  Agnus  Murray,  a  Sutherland  man,  wherein  the  Sutherland  men 
were  cut  to  pieces.  The  Betd  of  battle  is  called  Drim.  na  coub.  And  in  the  fame 
place  there  was  a  flurmifh  betwixt  Lord  Reay's  tnen^  and  a  number  of  Frenchmen  that 
were  on  board  the  Hazard  floop  of  war,  in  1 746 :  fome  of  the  French  were  kiHed, 
and  the  reft  taken  prifoners."^ 

ITiis  parifli  is^  remarkable  for  an  excellent  ebb,  where  they  have  the  fineft  cockles, 
mufcles,  fpout  fifli,  and  flounders,  or  fioaks ;  which  is  a  great  blelTing  to  the  poor 
and  no  fmall  benefit  to  the  rich.  And  in  the  firth  of  Tongue  there  is  a  fine  ifland 
abounding  with  rabbets,  called  Rabbet  Ifle.  It  has  many  lochs,  or  frefli  water  take^ 
full  of  the  fineft  trout  and  falmon. 

Parifli  of  Far. — The  whole  of  thefe  four  parifties  was  of  old  called  Strathnaver 
from  the  river  Nayar,  which  was  fo  called,  as  fome  think,  from  the  name  of  one  of 
King  Kenneth  the  Sectmd's  warriors.  It  is  a  noble  body  of  .water,  well  ftored  with 
falmon,  having  many  fruitful  and  beautiful  villages  on  the  bapks  of  it,  and  is  fo  in- 
habited for  eighteen  mites. 

At  a  place  called  Langdale  there  were  noble  remains  of  a  druidical  temple,  being  a 
circle  of  1 00  feet  diameter,  and  furrounded  with  a  trench,  fo  that  the  earth  formed  a 
bank  ;  in  the  midft  of  it  a  ftone  was  erefted  like  a  pitlar,  where  the  Druids  fteod  and 
taught.  The  country  people  have  now  trenched  or  delved  that  ground,  and  fown  it 
with  com.  There  was  in  that  town  a  large  round  building,  and  a  place  where  they 
buried  of  old. 

This  parifli  is  of  gr&t  extent,  rather  a  country  for  pafture  than  tillage.  A  great  ' 
battle  was  fought  of  old  at  a  place  called  ,  Haratd  or  Harald's  neld  or  plain 
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bet?rixt  ReginaTd  King  of  the  Ifles,  and  Harald  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithnfefs.  Ha- 
lald  was  well  drubbed ;  and  the  field  of  battle  is  full  of  fmall  cairns,  where  the  flain 
are  buried,  and  forae  large  ftones  erefted  like  pillars  fliew  where  perfons  of  note  were 
interred.     Torfxus  tells  a  loi^  (lory  about  this  affair ;  it  feems  that  they  had  bloody 

ftirnufiies  at ,  and  near  the  manfe  of  Far,  as  appears  from  the  number  of  calms- 

In  both  thefe  places.  There  is  a  moft  curious  fepulchral  monument  in  the  churchyard 
of  Far,  which  may  be  of  that  date ;  it  is  of  hard  hill  granite,  well  cut,  confidermg  the 
xra  of  it.  But  what  the  meaning  of  the  fculpture  is,  we  know  not.  Only  we  may 
guefs,  that  tbeperfon  for  whofe  fake  it  was  erected,  was  a  chriflian,  becaufe  of  the 
aw&  upon  the  ftone  ;  and  that  he  was  a  warrior,  becaufe  we  fee  a  fbield  or  target  upon 
it.    I  have  taken  a  draught  of  it. 

In  this  pariOi,  in  old  times,  was  a  chapel  at  a  town  called  Skail,  upon  the  river ' 
Naver ;  another  in  the  e^ttremity  thereof,  at  Moudale  j  and  another  at  Sarthie,  the 
moft  beautiful  and  fertile  part  of  the  pariOi. 

Betwixt  Far  and  Kirtomy,  in  this  parifli,  is  a  moft  Angular  curiofity,  well  worth  the 
pains  of  a  traveller  to  view,  bemg  the  remains  of  an  old  fquare  building  or  tower,  failed 
Borve,  ftanding  upon  a  fmall  p^nt  jdned  to  the  continent  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land 
not  ten  feet  wide.  This  point  or  head  is  very  high,  confiding  of  rock,  and  fome  gra- 
vel on  the  top ;  on  both  fides  is  very  deep  water,  and  a  tolerable  harbour  for  boats. 
This  tower  feems  to  be  built  by  the  Norwegians ;  and  the  tradition  is  tharoneThorkel, 
or  Torquil,  a  warrior  mentioned  by  Tortaeus,  was  the  perfon  that  built  it.  They 
fpeak  likewife  of  a  lady  that  was  concealed  there ;  ihe  is  faid  to  be  an  Orkney  woman, 
'  ^id  Thorkel  was  an  Orkney  man.  But  what  is  moft  curious,  is,  that  through  the  rock 
upon  wtHch  the  tower  ftands,  there  is  a  paffage  below  of  300  feet  in  length,  like  a  grand 
arch  or  vault)  through  which  they  row  a  boat.  The  writer  has  been  one  of  a  company 
that  rowed  through  it.  The  paffage  is  fo  long,  that  when  you  enter  at  one  end,  you 
fancy  that  there  is  no  poflibiiity  to  get  out  at  the  other  et  vice  verfa.  How  this  hard 
rock  was  thus  bored  or  excavated,  I  cannot  fay }  but  it  is  one  of  the  moft  curious  natu- 
ral arches,  perhaps,  in  the  known  world. 

In  this  parifli  there  is  alfo  a  promontory,  called  Strathy  head  ;  Ptolemy  the  geogra- 
pher calls  it  Vervadrum,  as  he  calls  Cape  Wrath,  Tarvedrum,  and  Dunglbey  head,  Ber- 
ubium.  Thefe  three  promontories  run  in  a  line,  from  N.  W.  to  north,  and  jut  far  out 
into  the  fea,  having  moft  rapid  tides  upon  them.  In  Strathy  head  is  a  ftately  cave,  cal- 
led Uai  nei,  or  cave  where  they  find  driven  wood  or  timber.  The  entrance  into  this, 
cave  is  very  grand,  the  natural  rock  almoft  forming  itfelf  like  the  fway  of  an  arch  :  the 
writer  hereof  has  admired  the  beauty  of  it.  This  .promontory  is  the  lineft  pafture  for 
Sleep  and  goats  in  the  i)orth  of  Scotland. 

To  the  north-eaft  of  Strathy  there  is  a  ftone  efeSed  near  the'highway,  with  a  crofs 
upon  it,  which  fliews  its  antiquity  as  a  fepulchral  monument.  Ere^ed  ftones  were  the 
diftinguiOiing  marks  of  the  graves  of  perfons  of  note  in  time  of  Paganifm.  And  after 
Chriftianity  was  planted  in  this  kingdom,  the  diftin^on  of  Pagan  from  Chnllian  was 
that  a  crofs  was  cut  upon  the  fepulchral  monuments  of  the  latter.  I  have  feen  many 
with  this  diftinguifliing  badge. 

No  doubt  there  are  mines  in  this  country,  if  perfons  of  fldll  examined  our  fliores 
and  rocks ;  as  yet  no  pains  have  been  taken.  I^have  been  told  that  there  is  at  Loch- 
Eribol  plenty  of  iron  ftone,  and  fomething  like  a  tin  mine.  As  I  do  not  underftand 
thefe  things,  I  chufe  to  pafs  them  over.  As  for  fea-(i(h  and  Qiells,  we  have  none  ex- 
traordinary. It  is  true,  in  Caithnefs,  John  a  Groat's  buckles  are  very  curious  and 
beautiful,  of  which  we  ihatl  take  notice  in  the  parifh  of  Canneftiy. 
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PariOi  of  Reay.  Some  part  of  this  parifh  lies  in  the  Oiire  of  Sutherland^  but  the  great* 
eft  put  in  that  of  Catthnefs;  that  part  in  Sutherland  is  called  Strath- Halladale,  iron 
Halladha  Earl  of  Orkney,  a  Norwegian,  flain  in  battle  in  the  banning  of  ihe  tenth 
century.  The  field>of  battle  is  full  of  fmall  cairns,  or  heaps  of  (lone.  The  com- 
mander in  chief,'  and  principal  warriors  flain  in  that  adicm,  are  buried  in  a  place  apart 
JTom  the  field  of  battle :  I  have  frequently  feen  the  place.  The  tradition  is,  that  Hall- 
adha is  buried  in  a  fpot  inclofed  with  a  circular  trench  ten  or  twelve  feet  wide,  and  that 
his  fword  lies  by  his  lide.  There  was  a  ftone  ere^ed  in  the  middle  of  this  circle,  part 
of  which  ftill  remains.  'Near  (he  field  of  battle  (lands  a  little  town,  called  Dal  Hall- 
adha, 6r  Halladha's  field.  A  river  runs  through  Strath-Halladale,  which  is  rather  . 
pafture  ground  on  the  fides  of  it,  for  the  eleven  miles  it  is  inhabited. 

Tlie  boundary  betwiirSutherlapd  and  Caithnefe,  to  the  north,  is  called  Drin^  HaUi. . 
fiin.  Caithnefe  is  a  fiat  plain  country,  having  few  hilis ;  the  foil  good,  and  produdog 
great  quantities  of  com  in  hatful  feafons ;  it  ties  upon  quarries  of  a  black  flate  kind, 
.and  perhaps  no  country  on  earth  excells  it  for  fmooth  thin  flags  or  flates  of  great  di- 
menfions.  As  thefe  fiags  may  be  feen  in  all  part  (^  the  country,  it  is  needlefs  to  de*- 
fcribe  them.  The  foil  not  bang  deep,  and  the  country  flat,  renders  our  highways  very 
deepin  winter,  and  very  dry  in  fummer.  That  part  of  the  pariih  of  Reay  in  the  Aire 
(^Caithnefs,  is  excellent  com  ground  through  the  whole  of  it.  It  appears  that  many 
battles  have  been  fought  in  it  in  fomier  times,  but  we  have  no  tradition  concerning 
diem.  In  later  times  fome  bloody  fkirmifhes  happened  betwixt  M'Kay  of  Strathnaver, 
and  Keith  Eari  Marefchal }  and  alfo  betwixt  the  Caithnefs  and  Strathnaver  people. 

The  following  chapels  ftood  in  this  parifh  of  old ;  St.  Mary's  at  Lybfter  ;  St.  Ma^ 
nus*s  at  Shebfber :  one  at  Shail,  another  at  Baillie,  and  a  third  in  Shurerie ;  befides'  the 
parifh  kirk  dedicated  to  St.  Colman,  at  Reay.  There  is  an  old  caftle  at  Dutireay,  and 
modem  houfes  both  at  Bighoufe  and  Sandfide. 

Lead  mines  are  frequent  in  Caithnefs ;  but  the  country  is  fo  fiat,  that  there  is  no 
vorking  them  for  water.  The  moft  promifing  mine  is  at  SandGde,  being  in  the  face  of 
a  rock  near  the  fea.  It  might  prove  of  value,  if  proper  pains  were  taken  to  work  it. 
The  highways  run  near  it. 

It.  Teems  tnat  the  Saxons,  in  the  fifth  century,  plagued  this  country  ;  and  it  is  prob- 
able thatThurfo  is  fo  called  from  Horfa  the  Saxon  general,  who  landed  in  the  river  of 
TliuribjOr  Inverr-Horfa,  the  landing-place  of  Horfa.  And  when  the  Saxons  plundered" 
Caithnefs,  it  feems  they  had  a  bloody  confiid  with  the  natives.  In  this  parifh  there  is 
a  place  called  Tout  Horfa,  or  Horfa's  grave,  where  they  fay  that  fome  great  warrior  was 
flson  and  buried }  in  the  place  is  a  great  flone  ereded.  Probably  he  was  one  of 
Horfa's  captains.    This  is  the  tradition. 

Parifh  of  Thurfo.  Thurfo^  or  Inver-Aorfa,  fo  called  from '  the  Saxon  general,  is  a 
town  of  an  old  date ;  we  find  mention  made  of  it  as  a  populous  place  in  the  eleventh 
century,  and  from  it  the  parifh  is  denominated.  Formerly  a  llrong  caftle  flood  in  it, 
called  Caftnim  de  Tborfa ;  but  no  velHgeof  it  is  now  extant.  The  Earts  of  Caithnefs 
had  a  fine  fquare  at  Thurfo  Eafl  now  demoiilhed.  The  Bifhop  of  Caithnefs  had  a 
flrong  caflle  at  Serabfier,  near  Thurfo,  called  the  caflle  of  Bumfide,  built  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  by  Gilbert  Murray,  Bifliop'  of  Caithnefs :  the  ruins  are  Itill  extant. 
Another  caflle  flood  at  Ormly,  near  Thurfo :  lately  demolifhed.  At  Murkil,  to  the 
eafl  of  Thurfo,  there  were  great  buildings  of  old ;  it  was  a  feat  of  the  late  EaH  of. 
Caithnefs,  and  at  Hamer  he  had  a  modem  houfe.  An  old  tower,  fliU  extant,  flands  at 
Brines,  three  miles  weft  of  Thurfo. 
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As  for  chapels  and  places  of  worfiiip,  one  ftood  at  Crols  Kirk,  one  at  Brines,  another 
at  Gwic;,  and  a  fmall  chapel  ftood  in  the  parks  of  Thurfo  Eaft,  where  Earl  Harold  the 
younger  was  buried.  The  walls  are  fallen  down;  but  Mr.  Sinclair  of  Ulbfter,  very 
generoufly  is  determined  to  enclol'e  that  fpot,  becaufe  that  young  nobleman  is  interred 
there.  The  church  of  Thurfo  was  the  bifhop's  chapel ;  and  when  he  refided  in  Cailh- 
nefe,  he  often  preached  there.  I  was  told  by  the  late  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  that  there  was 
a  nunnery  in  ancient  times  near  hia  feat  at  Murkil.  The  country  people  call  the  place 
the  GloHers  ;  but  no  veftige  of  the  building  is  extant,  excepting  the  remains  of  the 
garden  wall,  which  enclofed  a  rich  fpot  of  ground.  Torfeus  fays  that  a  Queen  of  Nor- 
way lived  fome  time  at  Murkil.  He  relates  that  Harold  the  Bloody,  fon  to  Harold  the 
Fair,  was  baniftied  for  his  cruelty,  with  his  Queen  ;  and  that  his  brother  Hacon  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  throne :  but  after  Harold  the  Bloody  was  flain  in  England,  his  Queen  returned 
to  Orkney,  and  refided  fome  time  at  Murkil  in  Caithnefs. 

The  fame  author  mentions  great  battles  fought  in  this  parifii ;  one  in  the  eleventh 
century,  on  the  plains  of  Thurfo  Eaft,  betwixt  Thorfinnus  Earl  of  Orkney,  and  one 
Karl  or  Charles ;  he  calls  him  King  of  Scotland,  or  a  general  of  the  Scots  army.  An- 
other bloody  battle  at  Claredon,  near  Thurfo  Eaft,  betwixt  the  Earls  Harold  the 
elder  and  younger.  I  have  alreiuly  told  that  Earl  Harold  the  younger  is  buried  near 
the  field  of  battle,  and  a  chapel  erected  over  his  grave,  which  is  now  to  be  enclofed  by 
Mr.  Sinclair  of  Uibfter,  a  moil  promifmg  youth. 

The  bilfaop  of  Caithnefs,  fmce  the  reformation,  lived  in  a  fmall  houfe  at  Scrabfter, 
which  is  ftill  extant,  and  belongs  to  the  crown.  He  had  a  grafs  room  in  the  Highlands, 
called  Dorary,  where  ftood  a  chapel,  called  Gavin's  Kirk,  or  Temple  Gavin  ;  the  walls 
are  ftiil  ftanding.  ITie  river  of  Thurfo  abounds  with  falmon,  ten  and  eleven  lafts  of 
fifli  have  been  caught. 

ParifliofOlrig.  A  fine  com  country,  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  and  a  mile 
broad,  or  thereabouts.    -Nothing  memorable  in  it.    - 

Parifti  of  Dunnet.  The  northerly  winds  have  covered  a  great  part  of  this  parifti  with 
fand  ;  a  large  tra6t  of  ground  is  ruined  and  not  likely  to  be  recovered.  In  this  parifh 
ftands  Dunnet  head,  or  what  Ptolemy  calls  Berubium,  a  large  promontory,  with  a  moft 
terrible  tide  on  the  point  of  it.  A  hermit  in  ancient  times  lived  upon  it,  the  ruins  of  his 
cell  are  extant.  It  is  a  fine'fheep  pafture.  The  parifh  itfelf  is  an  excellent  com  coun- 
try.    At  Ratter  is  the  feat  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Caithnefs. 

Parifti  of  Cannefbey  is  a  fine  com  country.  Here  was  the  ancient  refidence  of  one 
of  the  governors  of  Caithnefs,  under  the  Norwegian  lords  that  held  Orkney  and 
Caithpefs.  They  dwelt  at  Dungft)ey,  and  their  office  was  called  the  Praefeflura  de 
Dungalfljais.  Torfeus  mentions  bloody  battles  fought  betwixt  the  Scots  and  Nor- 
wegians, near  Dungiftiy,  in  the  tenth  century.  And  Ewin,  King  of  Scotland,  fought 
an  army  of  Orkney  men,  at  Huna  in  this  parifti,  and  deftroyed  their  King  and  his  army.  ' 
Here  was,  formerly,  befides  the  parifh  church,  a  chapel  at  St.  John's  head,  near  Mey, 
and  another  at  Frefwick." 

At  Mey  there  is  a  beautiful,  ftrong  caftie,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Sinclair.  Here  a 
kind  of  coal  is  found,  like  the  LanftafFen  coal  in  Wales.  At  Frefwick  ftands  a  large 
modem  houfe,  the  feat  of  Mr.  John  Sinclair.  And  there  is  a  ftrong  old  callle,  built  on 
a  high  rock  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  to  the  fouth  of  Frefwick. 
TorfsBus  calls  it  Lambaburgum  five  caf^rum  agnomm.  It  fuftained  a  memorable  fiege 
in  rhe  twelfth  century.  In  later  times  it  was  pofTeffed  by  Mouat  of  Bucholly.  1'he 
common  people  call  it  Buccle's  caflle,  a  corruption  of  Buchollie's  caftie.  In  Dungifby, 
the  rapid   tides  of  the   Femland  tiirow  up  vaft  quantities  of  moft  beautiful  fea  mells, 
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abundance  of  whicli  are  carried  fouth  for  (hell  wovk.    They  are  called  John  a  Groat'g 
buckles.     I'he  town  and  ferry  belonged  of  old  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Groat. 

An  Uland  bston^^s  to  this  pariHi,  called  Stroma,  in  which  there  is  a  vault  where  they 
bury,  built  by  one  Kennedy  of  Carnmuch.  The  coffins  are  kid  on  ftools  above  ground. 
But  the  vault  being  on  the  fea  edge,  and  the  rapid  tides  of  the  Fentland  firth  running  by 
it,  there  is  fuch  a  falrifh  air  continually,  as  has  converted  the  bodies  into  mummies :  in- 
fomuch,  that  one  Murdo  Kennedy,  fon  of  Carnmuch,  is  (aid  to  beat  the  drum  on  his 
<  father's  belly. 

Parifh  of  Wick,  an  excellent  com  country,  and  a  fruitful  fea  ;  2000  barrels  of  her- 
rings were  caught  here  in  the  year  1771*  There  was  a  chapel  near  Caftle  Sinclair, 
called  St.  Tay,  another  at  Ulbfter,  and  a  third  at  Kihnifter.  The  caftle  of  Gimigo  is 
the  oldell  building  in  this  parifh.  I  cannot  find  out  by  whom  it  was  ereded.  It  is  pro< 
bable  fonie  ftrong  building  ftood-jjere  before  the  prefent  ruinous  honfe  was  ereiled.  Ic 
flahds  on  a  rock  in  the  fea.  Near  it  flood  Caftle  Sinclair,  built  by  George  Eatl  of 
Caithnefs ;  a  grand  houfe  in  thofe  days.  Not  far  from  it  flood  the  caflle  of  Akergil, 
built  by  Keith  Earl  Marefchal :  but  this,  place  is  now  rendered  a  mod  beautiful  and 
convenient  feat,  by  Sir  Wlliiaro  Dunbar  of  Hemprigs,  the  proprietw.  In  the  old  tower 
is  the  iargefl  vault  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  beautified  with  elegant  lights  and  ptaifter- 
ing,  by  Sir  William  ;  fo  that  it  is  now  the  grandefl  room  in  all  (his  part  of  the  country. 
The  town  of  Wick  Is  a  royal  burgh,  now  rifmg  fince  the  herring  fifhery  has  profper- 
ed.  To  the  fouth  of  It  flands  an  old  tower,  called  Lord  Olifant's  caftle.  A  copper  ore 
was  difcovered  there,  and  wrought  for  fome  time,  but  I  do  not  find  they  have  proceeded  ' 
in  it. 

In  this  parifh  there  is  a  haven  for  filhlng  boats,  called  Whaligo,  which  is  a  creek  be- 
twixt two  high  rocks.  Though  the  height  of  one  of  thefe  rocks  is  furprifmg,  yet  the 
country  people  have  made  fleps  by  which  they  go  up  and  down,  carrying  heavy  burdras 
on  their  back  ;  which  a  flranger,  without  feeing,  would  fcarcely  believe.  This  is  a  fine 
fifhlng,coafl. 

There  was  a  battle  fought  at  Old  Namerluch,  In  1680,  betwixt  the  Earl  of  Caith- 
nefs, and  Lord  Glenurchy. 

.  Parifh  of  Lathrone,  eighteen  miles  long ;  partly  pafture,  partly  corn  ground.  It  has 
a  chapel  at  Eafter  Clyth,  and  another  at  the  w^ter  of  Dunbeath,  befides  the  parifh 
kirk. 

At  the  loch  of  Stemfler,  in  this  parifh,  ftaods  a  famous  Druidical  temple.  I  have 
viewed  the  place :  the  circle  is  large,  above  100  feet  diameter :,  the  flones  are  large 
^nd  erefl  i  aiid  to  fhew  that  the  planetary  fyftem  was  obferved  by  them,  they  are  fet  up 
in- this  manner,  i:  2:  3:  4:  5:  6:  7.  Then  the  (ame  courfe  begins  again ;  1:2: 
3:4:  &c.  Few  of  the  flones  are  now  fallwi.  Near  the  tempU  there  is  a  rum,  where 
(he  Arch. Druid,  it  feems,  refided.  I  find  no  fuch  lai^e  Druid  temples  In  the  country  1 
3S  for  fmall  ones,  they  are  generally  found  In  many  places. 

Upon  a  rock  in  the  edge  of  the  fea,  in  Eafter  Clyih,  there  is  an  oW  building,  called 
Cruner  Guim's  caftle.  This  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Gunn  was  coronator  or  juftici- 
ary  of  Caithnefs:  he  was  bafely  murdered,  with  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  name,  and  of 
other  names,  in  the  kirk  of  br.  Teay,  near  caftle  Sinclair,  by  Keith  Earl  MarefchaU 
The  ftory  is  told  at  full  length  in  the  hiftory  of  the  family  of  Sutherland.  -This  hap- 
pened  in  the  fifteenth  century.  At  Mid  Clyth  there  was  a  large  houfe,  built  by  Sir 
George  Sinclair  of  Clyth.  At  Nottingham  there  is  an  elegant  new  houfe,  built  by 
Captam  Sutherland  of  Farfe:  near  this  Is  the  parifh  kirk.  There  is  a  ftrong  old  cad  le  at 
Dunbeath ;  and  near  Langwall  is  a  ftroi^  old  ruin,  fald  to  be  Ronald  Cneir's  caftle  i 
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he  lived  in  the  fourteenth  century,  and  was  a  greafhunterofdecr,  aswillbetold  when 
we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  parifh  of  Halkirk.  He  had  a  third  part  of  Caithnefs  in  pro- 
perty :  his  great  eftate  was  divided  betwixt  his  two  daughters  ;  one  of  which  became  a 
nun,  the  other  married  the  anceftor  of  the  Lord  Duffusi 

There  is  an  old  building  at  Lathrone,  called  Harold  tower,  faid  10  have  been  built 
by  wicked  Earl  Harold,  in  the  twelfth  century. 

We  read  of  bloody  encounters  in  this  parilh,  betwixt  the  Caithnefs  men,  and  Hugo 
Freikin  Earl  of  Sutherland  :  and  likewife  many  confiifts  betwixt  the  two  countries  in 
after-times.  Torfaeus  fays  that  King  William  the  Lion  marched  into  Caithnefs  with  ^l 
great  army,  and  encamped  at  Oufdales,  orEifkenfdale.  This  expedition  of  his  Majefty's 
was  to  dnve  out  wicked  Earl  Harold  the  elder,  u  ho  had  (lain  Harold  the  younger. 
The  king  feized  Caithnefs  as  a  conqueft,  then  Earl  Harold  fubmitted  hirafelf  to  him. 

Parilh  of  Loth,  a  fine  com  country;  much  harafled  of  old  by  the  Danes"  or  Nor- 
wegians. In  it  are  St.  Ninian's  chapel  at  Navidale,  John  the  Baptift's  at  the  river 
Helmifdale,  St.  loan's  at  Eader  Gartie,  and  St.  Trullen's  at  Kintradwel,  befides  the 
pariCikirk.  The  caflle  of  Helmifdale  was  built  by  Lady  Margaret  Baillie,  Countefsof 
Sutherland  :  and  th^re  was  a  fquare  or  court  of  building  at  Craiag,  erefted  by  Lady 
Jane  Gordon,  Countefs  of  Sutherland  ;  no  veftige  of  it  now  extant. 

There  is  finefifliing  in  the  rivers  of  Helmifdale  and  Loth.  The  latter  has  a  very  high 
cataraft,  where  the  water  pours  from  a  high  rock,  and  falls  into  a  terrible  gulph  be- 
low. If  this  could  be  removed,  this  river  would  afford  excellent  falmon  (ifliing.  The 
hills  in  this  parifhwereofoldfemous  for  hunting.  At there  is  a  hunting  houfe,  pro- 
bably built  by  the  PiAs,  confiding  o£a  great  number  of  fmalt  rooms,  each  compofed  of 
three  large  ftones.  Thefe  buildings  prove  that  a  tribe  lived  here  in  the  hunting  feafon. 
Near  it  ftands  a  large  Kftifh  caflle,  called  Cam  Bran.  It  feems  that  this  Bran,  or 
Brian,  was  fome  great  man  in  thofe  days,  and  that  all  thefe  accommodations  were  of 
his  building.  The  quarry  from  whence  the  Hones  were  carried  to  build  this  caltle,  is 
Hill  to  be  feen,  and  the  road  for  their  carriage  viTible,  being  like  a  fpiral  line  along  the 
fide  of  the  hill. 

I  read  of  no  battles  in  this  parilh :  fome  bloody  conflicts  are  told  us,  and  thefe  are  to 
be  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  the  family  of  Sutherland.  Near  the  miln  of  Loth-beg  is  the 
entire  Pi^  houfe,  which  the  biOiop  of  O  (Tory  entered.  There  is  a  fine  calcade  as 
you  travel  along  the  Ih'ore  .under  Loth-beg,  which  makes  a  charming  appearance  when 
there  is  any  fall  of  rain,  or  in  time  of  a  keen  froft. 

I*ariih  of  Clyne,  partly  com  ground,  and  partly  fit  for  pafture*  There  was  a  chapel 
at  Dol,  called  St.  Mahon.  No  confiderable  buildings  in  this  pariOi.  Sutherland  of 
Cljme  bad  a  good  houfe ;  and  Nicolas  Earl  of  Sutherland  had  a  hunting  feat  in  the 
Highlands  called  Caftle  Uain,  but  now  demolifhed. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  a  battle  was  fought  at  Kilalmldll,  in  this  parifii,  wherein  the 
country  people  routed  the  Danes.  The  common  marks  of  a  battle  are  vifible  there,  viz. 
a  number  of  fmall  cairns.  Another  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  Clyne  Milton,  betwixt 
the  Sutherland  and  Caithnefs  men }'  the  Daughter  was  great,  and  the  cairns,  ftill  to  be 
feen  there,  cover  heaps  of  flain. 

The  river  of  Brora  affiirds  a  fine  faltnon  fifhery :  it  falls  into  the  fea  at  Brdra. 
Within  two  large  miles  is  the  loch  of  that  name,  which  abounds  with  falmon.  From 
the  loch  the  river  lies  to  the  weft  -,  and  at  a  place  called  Achir-na-hyl,  is  a  moft  charm- 
ing cafcade :  here  alfo  they  fifh  for  pearls.  On  the  top  of  a  fmall  hill  near  the  houfe  of 
Oyne,  is  a  lime-ftone  quarry ;  and  in  the  heart  of  the  (lone,  all  forts  of  fea  Ihells 
Juiown  in  thefe  parte  are  (bund.    They  are  frelh  and  entire,  and  ihe  lime-ftone  within 
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the  fliell  refembles  ihe  fifli.  The  bifliop  of  Offory  employed  men  to  hew  out  maffesof 
the  rock,  which  he  broke,  and  carried  away  a  large  quantity  of  fliells.  Near  the  bridge 
of  Brora  there  is  a  fine  lareecave  called  Uai  na  Caiman.  The  bifhop  of  OlTory  admired 
it,  and  faid  there  were  fuch  caves  about  Bethlehem  in  Palelliiie.  The  coal  work  and 
fait  work  are  obvious  here.  But  at  Strathleven,  near  the  fea,  there  is  a  hermit's  apart- 
ment, cut  artificially  in  the  natural  rock,  well  worth  a  vific  from  any  curious  traveller. 

I  need  nut  mention  the  artificial  iflands  in  the  loch  of  Brora,  made  by  the  old  thanes 
of  Sutherland,  as  a  place  of  refuge  in  dangerous  times.  Near  that  loch  ftands  a  high 
hill  or  rock,  Creig  baw  ir,  on  the  fummit  of  which  there  is  great  fpace.  This  rock  is 
fortified  round ;  and  as  the  neck  that  join&tt  to  another  rock  is  fraall,  it  Teems  that  when 
they  were  invaded  by  enemies,  they  fled  to  this  ftrong  hold,  and  drove  their  cattle 
likewife  into  it  for  fafety.     Others  fay  it  was  a  place  for  keeping  of  a  watch. 

Parifli  of  Golfpie,  this  is  a  6na  com  country.  The  pariQi  kirk  was  of  old  at  Culmalie  } 
and  at  Qolfpie  the  family  of  Sutherland  had  a  chapel  of  eafe,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew 
the  Apoflle.  In  this  pat^fli  ftands  the  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Sutherland,  at  DunroUn  ;  but 
during  the  DaniH]  wars,  they  lived  at  a  greater  dillance  from  the  fea.  This  parifli  af- 
fords no  other  great  buildings;  nor  is  there  any  tradition  concerning  any  battles 
fought  in  it :  fmall  Ikirmiflies  have  happened  here ;  particularly  in  the  year  1 746,  whea 
the  Earl  of  Cromarty  was  taken  prifoner.  Mod  remarkable  is  the  devailation  done  by 
land  i  large  trz€ts  of  corn  arouiid  have  been  quite  fpoiled  thereby,  and  more  mifchiu 
is  threatened  yearly. 

Pariffa  of  Dornoch,  in  this  pari(h  ftands  the  cathedral  church  of  Caithnefs.  The 
Norwegians  having  murdered  biihop  John  at  Scrabfler,  and  bifliop  Adam  at  Halkirk, 
in  the  year  1x32  ;  Gilbert  Murray,  the  fucceeding  bifliop,  built  the  cathedral  at  Dor- 
noch, which  was  when  entire,  a  neat  compaft  building.  It  was  burnt  in  troublefome 
times,  and  never  fully  repaired.  The  biihop  had  a  fummer  refidence  at  Skibo  ;  but  ia 
winter  he  lived  in  his  caftle  at  Dornoch,  the  ruins  of  which  are  to  be  feen.  There  was 
a  flately  febrick  of  a  church,  built  in  that  town,  in  the  eleventh  century,  by  St.  Bar, 
bifliop  of  Caithnefs ;  but  bifliop  Murray  thought  it  too  fmall :  it  flood  where  the 
couiicit  houfe  now  ftands.  We  are  told  that  the  diocefe  of  Caithnefs  was  not  divided 
into  pariflies  till  the  days  of  bifliop  Murray;  and  that  he  tranflated  the  pfalms  and 
gofpets  into  the  Irifli  language,  or  S<:ots  Gaelic.  The  dignified  clergy  had  houfes  and  . 
glebes  in  Dornoch  ;  thefe  made  up  his  chapter  when  there  was  occafion  to  call  one. 
It  is  a  lofs  that  we  have  none  of  their  records  ;  nor  indeed  is  it  a  great  wonder,  confi- 
dering  the  daily  invafions  of  the  Danes,  which  ended  not  till  1 366. 

In  bifliop  Murray's  time  there  was  a  bloody  battle  fought  at  Hilton  near  Embo  ;  he 
And  William  Earl  of  Sutherland  fought  there  againfl:  the  Danes,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.. 
The  Danifli  general  was  killed,  and  lies'  buried  in  Hilton.  I'here  was  a  (tone  erefled 
over  his  grave,  which  the  common  people  called  Ree  crofs,  or  crofs  in  Ri,  or  King's 
crofs,  fancying  that  the  King  of  Norway  was  there  buried.  A  brother  of  the  biihop  was 
alfo  killed  in  this  battle;  his  body  lies  in  a  (lone  coffin  in  the  call  aifle  of  the  cattiedral, 
above  ground,  near  the  font.  The  hewn  ftone  erefted  to  the  eafl:  of  Dornoch  is  a 
trophy  of  this  viftory  :  it  has  the  Karl  of  Sutherland's  arms  on  the  north  fide,  (ItU  very 
vifible,  and  the  bifhop  of  Caithnefs's  arms  on  the  fouth  fide,  but  the  heat  of  the  fun  has 
quite  deflroyed  the  fculpture.   ■ 

The  drivmg  of  fand  is  very  hurtful  to  this  parifh,  and  threatens  flill  more  harm.   The 

only  old  building  in  it,  excepting  thofe  already  mentioned,  is  Skibo.     Hugo  Frefldn, 

Earl  of  SutWland,  gave  thefe  lands  to  bifiwp  Gilbert  Murray,  then  archdeacon  of 

JOdurray,^  in  1 1 86.     It  palTed  through  feveral  hands,  till  at  hit  it  came  to  Lord  Duflus's, 
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and  Qow  it  returns  to  the  family  of  Sutherland.  It  was  a  great  f»le  of  building,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ratnpart.  The  prefent  modem  houfe  is  ftill  habitable.  The  fituation  is 
mod  beautiful,  and  a  fine  houfe  there  would  have  a  noble  effeft.  Cyder-hall  is  only  a 
modem  houfe.  The  plantations  here,  and  atSkibo,  are  the  molt  thriving  in  this  parifh. 
At  the  latter  place  a  houfe  was  lately  built  in  a  very  elegant  tall«.  Embo  is  an  old^build- 
ing>  the  feat  of  the  knights  of  Embo.  It  is  a  pity  that  it  has  neither  plantations  nor 
policy  about  it. 

Parifli  of  Creich  has  no  great  buildings  in  it :  Pulcroffi  is  the  beft.  The  great  cata- 
raft  at  Inverihin  is  a  grand  fight :  fuch  a  large  body  of  water  pouring  down  from  a  - 
high  rock  cannot  mifs  affording  entertainment.  The  river  of  SWn  abounds  with  large 
tahnoD,  and  fturgeons  are  often  feen  there.  In  the  1  ith  or  1 2th  century  lived  a  great 
man  in  this  parim,  called  Paul  Meutier.  This  warrior  routed  an  army  of  Danes  near 
Creich.  Tradition  fays  that  he  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  one  Huiver,  or  Leander, 
a  Dane,  and  with  her  the  lands  of  Strahohee ;  and  that  from  that  marriage  are  defcended 
the  Clan  Landris,  a  brave  people,  in  Ro&ihire.  The  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gray 
poffefled  Mertil-Creich  of  an  old  date  j  and  at  Mrydol  there  was  a  good  houfe'  and  or- 
chard, -which  I  believe  are  ftill  extant.  I  find  no  other  memorabilia  in  the  parifli  of 
Creich. 

Parifh  of  Larg.  The  qioft  remarkable  thing  in  it  is  Loca>Shin,  which  is  computed  to 
be  eighteen  miles  long,  with  fine  pallure-ground  on  each  fide  of  it.  What  ikirmiflies 
have  happened  in  this  parifli  are  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the  family  c^  Sutherland. 

Parifli  of  Rogart  confifts  of  good  pafture  and  good  com  land.  A  bloody  battle  was 
fought  here,  near  Knochartol,  in  the  days  of  Countefs  Elizabeth.  Tradition  lays,  that 
upon  the  field  of  battle  fuch  a  number  of  fwords  were  found,  that  they  threw  numbers 
of  them  into  a  loch  ;  and  that  in  dry  fummers  they  ftill  find  fome  of  them.  There  is 
a  place  in  this  parifh  called  MoHnefs,  and  Ptolemy  the  geographer  places  there  a  people 
called  the  Morini.  Healfo  calls  the  river  Helmifdale,  Ileas;  and  the  natives  call  it  in 
the  Gaelic,  Illie,  Avin  Illie,  Bun  lUie,  Stra  lllie. 

Parifh  of  Kildonnan  confifls  of  a  valley,  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Helmif- 
dalci  or  Illie,  only  fit  for  paflure.  The  parifli  kirk  is  dedicated  to  St.  Donan.  A  tribe 
lived  here  called  Gunns,  of  Norwegian  extrafUon  :  they  have  continued  here  upwards 
of  five  hundred  years,  and  contributed  to  extirpate  the  Danes  out  of  Sutherland.  They 
werein  all  times  fatellites  to  the  Earls  of  Sutherland.  Their  chieftain  is  lately  dead,  and 
reprefented  by  two  boys:  it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  fome  generous  perfon  would  take  care 
of  their  education.  The  moft  remarkable  piece  of  hiHory  relating  to  this  parifh  is  whac 
Torfxus  mentions,  viz.  that  Helga,  Countefs  of  Orkney,  and  her  filler  Frauhaurk,  lived 
at  Kiobrafs,  and  fupported  a  grand  family  there.  This  lady  had  a  daughter  called  Mar* 
garet,  who  was  educated  in  thefe  deferts,  and  there  married  MaddadiusEarl  of  Athole, 
uncle's  fon  to  King  David  I.  of  Scotland.  Thefe  buildings  were  burnt,  and  reduced  to 
heaps,  fo  that  we  cannot  difc^rn  what  their  model  has  been ;  at  prefent,  they  are  called 
Caim-fhuin  :  and  Torfscus  fays  that  one  Suenus  burnt  and  demoliflied  them. 

What  fmallfldrmifhes  have  happened  in  this  parifli  are  not  worth  mentioning,  ex- 
cepting what  Torfaus  mentions  relative  to  Kinbrafs,  betwixt  Suenus  an  Orkney  man 
and  AuIverRofla  captain  ofa  guard, which  an  old  wicked  lady,called  Frauhaurk,  kept 
to  defend  her.  I'his  lady,  we  are  told,  had  ordered  a  party  to  go  and  murder  01afus> 
the  father  of  Suenus,  at  Dungfbey,  which  party  Aulver  commanded.  They  came  to 
Dungfbey,  and  burnt  that  brave  man,  and  fix.  more  with  lilm,  in  his  own  houfe.  Luckily 
the  lady  of  the  houfe  was  abfent,  being  invited  to  an  entertainment  in  the  days  of  Chrifl- 
mas.    Her  fon  Gunnius,  the  anceflor  of  the  Gunns,  was  with  her,  and  Suenus  was  alfa 
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abfent.  After  many  years  Suenus  comes  with  a  party,  attacks  Aulver,  and  after 
a  fmart  engagement  defeats  him,  fo  that  he  fled,  and  as  many  as  could  make  their 
efcape  with  him.  Suenus  after  this  bums  Frauhaurk  and  all  her  family,  and  made  a 
heap  of  the  buildings  :  and  though  the  ruins  are  great,  yet  no  man  can  tell  ofwhat  kind 
they  were ;  that  is,  whether  round  like  the  Piftifli  houfes,  or  not.  This  happened  in 
the  1 2th  century. 

Parilh  of  Halkirk,  partly  com  land,  partly  paflure.  Many  places  of  worftiip  have 
been  in  this  parilh  -,  fuch  as  the  parifli  ^rk  of  Skinnan,  the  hofpital  of  St.  Magnus  at 
Spittal,  the  walls  of  the  church  belonging  to  it  bang  ftill  extant ;  the  chapel  of  Olgrim- 
beg  ;  the  chapel  of  St.  Troftin,  at  Weftfield  ;  the  chapel  of  St.  Querin,  at  Strathmore  ; 
another  chapel  at  Dilred  :  and  as  the  bifliop  of  Caithners  lived  of  old  at  Halkirk,  his 
chapel  was  called  St.  Kathrin,  of  which  there  is  no  veftige  left  but  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 

The  Norwegian  lords  that  were  fupeiiors  ofCaithnefs  built  the  caftleof  Braal.  Here 
lived  Earl  John,  who  is  faid  to  have  caufed  the  burning  of  the  bifliop  of  Caithnefs. 
This  biftiop,  whofe  name  was  Adam,  lived  near  the  place  where  the  minifter's  houfe- 
ftanda,  too  near  the  bloody  Earl.  It  is  faid  he  was  fevere  in  exafling  tithes,  which  made 
the  coufitry  people  complain ;  whereupon  the  Earl  told  them  that  they  fliould  take  the 
bifliop  and  boil  him.  Accordingly  they  went  on  furioufly,  and  boiled  the  bifliop  in  his 
own  houfe,  together  with  one  Serlo  a  monk,  his  companion,  in  the  year  1 222.  King 
Alexander  11.  came  in  perfon  to  Caithnels,and,  it  is  faid,  executed  near  eighty  perfons 
concerned  in  that  murder.  The  Earl  fled,  but  afterwards  pardoned  by  the  King. 
However,  feme  lime  after  he  was  killed  in  the  town  of  Thurfo  by  fome  perfons  whom 
he  defigned  to  murder.  At  Braal  there  was  a  fine  garden,  beCde  which  they  catch  the 
firftfalmon  from  the  month  of  November  to  the  month  of  Auguft.  The  fituation  is 
moft  beautiful,  very  well  adapted  for  the  feat  Of  a  great  man.  The  caftle  of  Dilred 
was  built  by  Sutherland  of  Dilred,  defcended  from  the  ftimily  of  Sutherland  :  it  is  a 
fmall  building  00  the  top  of  a  rock.  His  fon,  Alexander  Sutherland,  forfeited  his  ellate ' 
and  thefe  lands  were  given  to  the  ancedor  of  Lord  Reay,  but  now  belou?  to  Mr  Sin- 
clair of  Ulbfter.  .    ^  .  B  • 

Up  the  river  ftands  an  old  ruin,  called  Lord  Chein*s,  or  'Ronald  Chein's,  hunting-' 
houfe :  he  was  the  Nimrod  of  that  age,  fpending  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  that  exer- 
cife.  The  houfe  flood  .at  the  outlet  of  a  loch,  called  Loch-more,  the  fource  of  the  river 
of  Thurfo,  which  abounds  with  falmon.  Ronald  Chein  had  a  cruive  on  this  river 
with  abdl  fo  conflruded,  that  when  a  filh  tumbled  in  the  cruive  the  bell  rang.  The 
tradition  is,  that  all  thefe  highlands  were  then  forefl  and  wood,  but  now  there  is  fcarcelv 
any  wood.  This  loch  is  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  near  that  in  breadth,  and  is  the 
beft  fifli  pond  in  Britain  ;  many  lafls  are  caught  every  year  on  the  ftiore  of  this  loch 
by  the  country  people.  Sixty  nets  are  for  ordinary  ihot  on  it  in  a  night,  and  fifli  in 
every  one.  Many  gentlemen  claim  a  property  in  it,  for  which  caufe  it  is  a  common 
good  to  the  countrj-  in  general. 

There  is  in  the  town  of  North  Calder  an  old  ruin,  called  Tulloch-hoogie.  Torfeus 
lays  that  Ronald  Earl  of  Orkney  was  treacheroufly  murdered  there  by  a  ruffian  he  calls 
Thiorbiornus  Klerkus,  and  a  fmart  fltirmiOi  enfued.  Thiortrtoraus  fled,  and  being  hotly 
purfued,  was  burnt  in  a  houfe  where  he  took  flielter,  and  ejght  more  with  him.  This 
was  in  the  1 2th  century.  Twq  battles  wsre  fought  by  the  Danes  in  the  dales  of  the 
parifli  of  Halkirk  :  one  at  Toftin-gale,  the  grave  or  the  foreigners.  A  Scots  nobleman 
whom  Torfaus  calls  Comes  Magbragdus,  commanded  on  one  fide,  and  a  Norwegian* 
called  Liotus,  on  the  other  :  Liotus  was  mortal ly_ wounded,  and  buried  at  Sten-hou* 
near  the  kirk  of  Watten.    The  other  battle  was  fought  at  Halfary.    The  large  ftones 
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'  tffbSted  at  Rangag  and  thereabout,  are  fepulchral  tnonuments,  where  perfons  of  note 
are  buried,  lliere  was  a  battle  fought  ia  the  1 6th  century,  by  the  Gunns  and  others, 
at  a  place  called  Blamandofs,  near  Harpirdale,  wherein  the  Gunns  we/e  routed.  The 
beautiful  river  of  Thurfo  runs  through  this  parifli,  and  numbers  of  falmcn  are  caught 
in  it.  PiSifti  houfea  are  very  numerous  along  the  (bore,  but  all  fallen  down.  It  is  a 
mod  beautiful  parifh,  and  mu(t  have  of  old  abounded  with  game  and  fifli,  which  invited 
people  to  fettle  in  it.     Mr.  Sinclair,  of  Ulbfter,  is  proprietor  of  one  half  of  it. 

Parifli  of  Bower :  here  the  archdeacon  of  Caithnefs  refided.  The  pope  of  Rome 
was  of  old  patron.  I  have  in  my  poffeflion  two  prefentations  from  his  holinefs  to  the 
archdeacon  of  Bowar.  It  was  anciently  a  very  extenHve  parifh,  but  now  Watten  is 
part  of  it.  I  know  of  no  other  place  of  woHhip,  belides  the  parifh  kirk,  excepting  the 
chapel  of  Dun,  where  a  clergyman  offidatad,  before  the  ere£hion  of  the  pariih  of  Wattei). 
I  know  of  ncihing  memorable  concerning  it.  If  there  ever  were  any  grand  buildings 
HI  it,  no  veftiges  of  them  now  remain.  Torfsens  mentions  a  great  man  that  lived  here 
in  the  i  arh  century,  named  Maddan ;  one  of  whofe  fons  was  lliled  Magnus  the  Gene< 
rous,  the  other  Count  Ottar  of  Thurfo.  His  daughter  Helga  married  Harold  the 
orator,  £arl  of  Orkney.  Another  married  Liotus,  a  noble  Dane,  that  lived  in  Suther- 
land ;  and  the  third  was  married  to  a  Dane  that  lived  in in  Orkney. 

Parifh  of  Watten,  a  country  fit  for  boUi  tillage  and  paftnre.  The  chapel  of  Dun 
Hands  now  in  it.  Here  are  no  buildings  but  of  a  modem  date.'  The  only  memorable 
thing  in  this  pnrilh  is  the  grave  of  Uotus,  Earl  of  Orkney.  At  Sten-hou,  near  the  kirk 
of  Watten,  (lands  a  great  rock  upon  a  green  fpot  of  ground,  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
fepulchral  monument  of  this  Earl.  The  monkifh  tradttion  is,  that  St.  Magnus  con- 
verted a  dragon  into  this  ftone.  This  is  as  true  as  what  they  relate  of  his  crolTing  the 
Pentland  Finh  upon  a  Hone,  and  that  the  print  of  the  funt's  feet  is  vifible  on  the  fame 
ftone  in  the  kirk  c^  Burrich,  in  South  Ronaldfhaw  in  Orkney. 

N.  B.  In  the  hiftoiy  of  the  family  of  Sutherland  mention  is  made  of  one  Sir  Paul 
Menzies,  provoft  of  Aberdeen,  who  difcovered  a  filver  mine  in  Suthetiand,  and  found 
it  to  be  rich,  but  death  prevented  his  working  it.  It  feems  he  covered  the  place  where 
be  found  it,  and  no  perfon  of  OdU  has  obferved  it  fmce  that  time.  It  is  probable  that 
Creig-nargod  is  the  place  where  this  mine  may  be,  and  that  this  difcovery  was  the  caufe 
of  this  appellation ;  for  I  can  fee  no  other  reafon  for  that  name  or  dtfignation.  Per- 
ibns  of  Dull  ought  to  examine  tbefe  bounds.  Creign-airgid,  or  the  fUver  hiti,  is  above- 
CulImaUe. 

APPENDIX.— Number  VL 

The  Life  sf^Str  Ewen  Camerm,  ofLochiel*. 
SIR  EWEN^  CAMERON  was  bom  in  February  1639.  He  lived  with  his  fofter- 
father  for  the  firft  feven  years,  according  to  an  old  cuftom  in  the  Highlands,  whereby 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  ctan  are  entitled  to  tbe  tuition  and  fupp-^rt  of  their  chief's 
children  during  the  years  of  their  pupillariiy.  The  fofter-fathers  were  alfo  frequently 
at  the  charge  of  their  education  during  that  period  >  and  when  the  pupils  returned 

.  •  Thutnemoir,  fod^rcriptiveofthemianeraofthe  timet,  Mdlbe  wild  warMiricd  OH  betw«o  (hehero 
•ft  he  piece  and  Cr«mwcll'i  people,  vh  communicated  to  roe  by  ■  gentleman  of  l^haber:  Itmeiiit  pre- 
lemtioD  not  folely  on  account  of  il»  curiofiiy  |  bot  that  it  may  proie  an  i»(lniaWe  leflbn  to  the  prefenl 
inhabitaau  of  that  cxtenfiTe  traft,  by  (hewing  the  happineft  they  may  enjoy  in  tbe  prefcot  calm,  after  the 
bng  Bonn  ^wai  ud  affaSiiiatlaa  tbur  forefathen  were  curled  with. 
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home»  tbefe  fathws  gave  them  a  portion  equal  to  what  they  gave  thdr  own  children ; 
as  the  portion  confined  in  cattle,  before  they  came  to  age  it  increafed  to  a  coofiderable 
height. 

Before  his  years  of  pupillarity  expired,  he  was  put  under  the  charge  and  management 
of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  the  fame  who  was  executed  foon  after  the  Refloration.  The 
marquis  intending  to  bring  him  up  in  the  principles  of  the  Covenanters,  put  him  lo 
fchool  at  Inverary,  under  the  infpeiiion  of  a  jjentleman  of  his  own  appointment  ;  hot 
young  Lochiel  preferred  the  fport  of  the  field  to  the  labours  of  the  fchool.  Argyle 
obferving  this,  brought  him  back  to  himfelf,  and  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  him,  carrying 
him  along  with  him  wherever  he  went. 

After  the  defeat  of  theroyalifts  at  Philiphaugh  in  1645,  it  happened  that  as  the  par- 
liament fat  at  St.  Andrew's,  on  the  trial  of  the  prifoners  of  di(Un£lion  there  fdzed, 
Lochiel,  who  went  there  with  the  marquis,  found  means  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Sir  Robert 
Spotfwood,  one  of  the  prifoners,  a  few  days  before  his  execution.  Then  and  there  it 
was  be  received  the  firft  intelligence  concerning  the  ftate  and  principles  of  parties  in 
Scotland.  Sir  Robert,  happy  to  fee  his  young  vifitant,  the  fon  of  his  old  acquaintance 
John  Cameron,  took  the  opportunity  to  relate,  in  an  eloquent  manner,  the  caufes  of  the 
prcfent  rebellion,  and  its  hiftory  from  its  firlb  breaking  out,  with  a.  view  of  the  tempers 
and  charaflers  of  the  different  fadions  that  had  confpired  agunfl:  the  crown.  He  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  our  conllitution,  infixed  much  on  the  integrity  and  benevolence 
of  the  King,  but  invdghed  bitterly  againft  his  Scotch  enemies  -,  and  concluded  with  ex- 
preiHng  his  altoniihment  how  Locmel's  friends  could  put  him  under  the  charge  of 
Arzyte,  and  conjuring  him  to  abandon  that  party  as  foon  as  he  could.  This  dtfcourfe 
had  fuch  an  imprellion  oo  the  mind  of  Lochiel,  that  it  continued  all  his  life-time. 

Some  time  after,  Argyle  addrefled  his  pupil  in  a  different  tone,  but  had  little  influ- 
ence over  him  :  he  never  could  be  fatisfied  why  fo  many  brave  fellows  were  executed, 
as  he  heard  no  confeflions  of  guilt,  as  thieves  and  robbers  are  wont  to  make ;  but  dying 
with  the  courage  and  refolution  of  gentlemen.  After  this  Lochiel  was  auxious  to  return 
to  his  country,  inflamed  with  a  defire  of  exerting  himfelf  in  the  royal  caufe,  and  of 
joining  Montrofe  for  that  end.  Upon  the  application  of  his  uncle  Breadalkme,  and  the 
Camerons,  Argyle  parted  with  his  pupil ;  and  he  returned  to  Lochaber  to  head  his 
clan  in  the  1 8th  year  of  his  age. 

An  opportunity  of  a£ting  the  chief  foon  occurred.  Glengary  and  Reppoch,  heads  of 
two  numerous  tribes  of  the  M*Donalds,  refufed  to  pay  Lochiel  certain  taxtations  for 
fome  lands  they  held  of  him :  Lochiel  armed  a  body  of  the  Camerons,  with  a  view  to 
compel  them.  Glengary  and  Reppoch,  findii^  turn  thus  bold  and  refolute,  thought 
proper  to  fettle  their  affairs  amicably,  and  gave  him  no  further  trouble  for  the  future. 
By  fuch  determined  condudt,  Lochaber  enjoyed  a  profound  peace  for  fome  little  time, 
while  the  whole  of  Scotland  befides  was  a  fcene  of  war  and  bloodfhed. 

In  1 65 1  Lochiel  was  honoured  with  a  letter  from  King  Charles  II.,  inviting  him  and 
his  clan  to  ufe  and  put  themfelves  inarms,  for  the  relief  of  their  country  and  fovereign  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  early  in  fpring  1652,  after  colledting  his  men,  he  was  the 
firft  who  Joined  Glencaim,  who  had  juft  then  fet  up  the  royal  {landard  in  the  Highlands. 
In  the  different  encounters  his  lordfhip  and  the  royalifts  had  with  Lilbume,  Morgan, 
and  others,  Lochiel  difplayed  more  condu£t  and  vigour  than  could  be  expef^ed  from 
one  fo  young,  and  as  yet  unexperienced  in  the  art  of  war.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
a  particular  manner  in  a  (kirmilh  which  happened  between  Glencaim  and  Col.  Lil- 
"  bunie  at  Brae-mar,  where  he  was  polled  at  a  pafs,  which  he  defended  with  great  fpirit, 
till  Glencaim  and  his  army  retreated  to  a  place  of  fecurity.    Lilbume,  in  the  mean  time, 
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getttog  between  Lochiel  and  the  army,  and  finding  it  Impoffible  tp  draw  otit  the  gene* 
ral  to  an  engagement,  made  a  violent  attack  upon  Lochiel :  Lochiel,  after  makings 
bold  refiftance  for  fome  time,  at  laft  retreated  gradually  up  the  hill,  with  his  face  to  the 
enemy,  who  durfl  not  purfue  him  on  account  of  the  ruggednefs  of  the  ground,  and  the 
fnow  that  then  covered  it.  Glencairn's  army  wa^at  this  time  full  of  f^ftions  and  divi- 
fions,  occafioned  by  the  number  of  independent  chiefs  and  gentlemen  in  his  army,  who 
would  not  condefcend  to  fubmit  to  one  another  either  in  opinion  or  adion.  Loghiel 
was  the  only  perfqn  of  diftinQion  that  kept  himfelf  difengaged  fromthefe  faftions;  for 
in  order  to  avoid  them,  he  always  chofe  the  moft  diftant  parts,  where  his  frequent  fuc- 
cefleshad  endeared  him  to. the  general,  who  recommended  him  in  a  ftrong  manner  to 
the  King,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter  his  majedy  fent  him. 

**  To  our  trully  and  well-beloved  the  laird  of  Lochiel. 
*'  Charles  R. 

*'  Trudy  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  We  are  informed  by  the  Earl  of 
Glencaim'  with  what  notable  courage  and  aSedion  to  us  you  have  behaved  yourfelf  at 
this  time  of  tryal,  when  our  interelt  and  the  honour  and  liberty  of  your  country  is  at 
fbke  i  and  therefore  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our  hearty  fenfe  of  fuch  your  good  courage, 
and  return  you  our  princely  thanks  for  the  fame  ;  and  we  hope  all  honelt  men  who  are 
lovers  of  us  and  their  country  will  follow  your  example,  and  that  you  will  unite  toge* 
ther  m  the  ways  we  have  direded,  and  under  that  authority  we  have  appointed  cd 
conduct  you  for  the  pi^ofecution  of  fo  good  a  work,  fo-we  do  alTure  you  we  fliall  be 
ready,  as  fopn  as  we  are  able,  fignatty  to  reward  your  fervice,  and  to  repair  the  lofles 
you  fbatl  undergo  for  our  fervice,  and  fo  we  Bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  Chantilly» 
Nov.  3(  1653,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign." 

"When  General  Middletdn  came  from  Holland,  1654,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
king's  troops  in  Scotland,  Lochiel  joined  bim  with  a  ftill  regiment  of  good  men,  while 
many  of  the  other  heads  of  clans  made  their  peace  with  General  Monk,  who  had 
marched  into  the  Highlands  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  army,  giving  another  compofed  of 
borfe  and  foot  to  General  Morgan.  -  Many  trifling  conflifite  enfued  between  thefe  two 
generals  and  the  Highlanders ;  but  Lochiel  being  of  the  party  who  had  oppofed  Mor- 
gan,an  adtive  and  brave  officer,  run  feveral  hazards,  and  encountered  many  difficulties; 
but  his  prefence  of  mind  and  refolution  never  forfook  him. 

Monk  left  no  method  unatfempted  to  bribe  him  into  a  fubmi/fion.  ITiefe  propofals 
were  To  engaging,  that  tnany  of  his  friends  importuned  him  to  accept  of  them  ;  but  he 
defpifed  them  all,  and  would  not  fubmit.  Monk  finding  all  his  attempts  ineffeftual, 
refolved  to  plant  a  garrifon  at  Inverlochy,  where  Fort  William  now  Hands,  in  order  to 
keep  the  country  in  awe,  and  their  chief  at  home.  Lochiel  being  informed  of  this  de- 
fign,  thought  the  moft  advifable  plan  would  be  to  attack  the  enemy  on  their  march 
from  Invemefs,  imagining  they  would  come  from  that  place  or  that  way;  but  the  fud-- 
den  arrival  of  the  Englifii  at  fea  difconcerted  all  his  meafures.  They  brought  with 
them  fuch  plentyof  materials,  and  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fo  much  wood,  that 
in  a  day's  time  after  their  landing.  Col.  Bigan,  their  commander,  and  the  governor  of 
the  new  fort  to  be  erefted,  bad  fecured  his  troops  from  all  danger. ' 

Lochiel  faw  all  their  motions  from  a  neighbouring  eminence,  and  feeing  It  imprafli- 
cable  to  attack  them  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  retired  to  a  place  three  miles  weft- 
ward,  to  a  wood  on  the  north  fide  of  Lochiel,  called  Achdalew ;  from  this  he  could 
have  a  fuH,view  of  his  enemy  at  Inverlochy.    AH  his  men  he  difmifled  to  remove  their , 
cattle  ferth'er  from  the  enemy,  anid  to  fumifh  themfelves  with  provifions,  excepting 
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about  thirty-eightpeifons  whom  he  kept  as  a  guard.  He  alfo  had  fpies  in  and  about  the 
garrifon,  who  mformed  him  of  all  their  traafa^ions.  Five  days  after  their  arrival  at 
fnverlochy,  the  governor  difpatched  ttu'ee  hundred  of  his  men  on  board  of  two  veflels 
-  which  were  to  fail  weflward  a  little,  and  to  anchor  on  each  fide  of  the  fliore  Dear  Ach- 
dalew.  Lochiel  heard  their  defign  was  to  cut  down  his  trees  and  carry  away  his  cattle, 
and  was  deiermined  if  poffible  to  make  them  pay  well  for  every  tree  and  every  hide : 
favoured  by  the  woods,  he  came  pretty  clofe  to  the  fiiore,  where  he  faw  their  motions 
fo  perfedly  that  he  counted  them'  as  they  came  out  of  the  fliip,  and  found  the  number 
of  the  armed  exceed  one  hundred  and  forty,  befldes  a  number  of  workmen  with  axes 
and  other  inflruments. 

Having  fully  fatisfied  himfelf,  he  returned  to  his  friends  to  afk  their  opinion.  The 
younger  part  of  them  were  keen  for  attacking  ;  but  the  older  and  more  experienced 
remon/lrated  againfl  it,  as  a  moft  raOi  and  hazardous  enterprife.  Lochiel  then  entjuired 
of  two  of  the  party,  who  had  ferved  for  fome  time  under  Montrofe,  if  ever  they  faw  him 
engage  on  fo  difadvanta'geous  terras  j  they  declared  they  never  did.  He,  however, 
animated  by  the  ardour  of  youth,  or  prompted  by  emulation  (for  Montrofe  was  -jtways 
in  his  mouA),  infifted,  in  a  fliort  but  fpirited  harangue,  that  if  his  people  had  any  re- 
gard for  their  king  or  their  chief,  or  any  principle  of  honour,  the  Englilh  fhould  be 
attacked  :  '*  for,"  fays  he,  **  "if  every  man  kills  his  man,  which  I  hope  you  will  do,  I 
will  anfwer  for  the  reft."  Upon  this  none  of  his  party  made  further  oppofitton,  but 
begged  that  he  and  his  brother  Allan  Ihould  fland  at  a  diftance  from  the  danger.  Lo- 
chiel could  not  hear  with  patience  the  propofal  with  regard  to  himfelf,  but  commanded 
that  his  brother  Allan  Oiould  be  bound  to  a  tree,  and  that  a  little  boy  Ihould  be  left  to 
attend  him ;  but  he  foon  flattered  or  threatened  the  boy  to  difengage  him,  and  ran  to 
the  conflift. 

The  Cameronsbdne  fome  mrav  than  thirty  ia  number,  armed  partly  with  mufquetf, 
and  partly  with  bows,  kept  up  thdr  piecee  and  arrows  till  their  very  muzzles  and  points 
almoft  touched  their  enemies  breafte,  when  the  very  firft  fire  took  down  above  thirty. 
Then  they  laidon  with  their  fwords,  and  laid  about  with  incredible  fury.  The  Englifh 
defended  themfelves  with  their  mufquets  and  bayonets  with  great  bravery,  but  to  little 
pui^fe.  The  Ikirmifh  continued  long  and  obftinate;  at  laft  the  Englilh  gave  way, 
and  retreated  towards  the  Ihip,  with  their  faces  to  the  enemy,  fighting  W'^h  aflonilhing 
refolution.  But  Lochiel,  to  prevent  their  Sight,  commanded  two  or  three  of  his  men 
to  run  before,  and  from  behind  a  bufli  to  make  a  noife,  as  if  there  was  another  party  of 
Highlanders  to  intercept  thar  retreat.  This  took  fo  effeftually  that  they  flopped,  and 
animated  by  rage,  madnefs,  and  defpair,  they  renewed  the  Ikirmifh  with  greater  fury 
than  ever,  and  wanted  nothing  but  proper  arms  to  make  Lochiel  repent  of  bis  ftrata- 
gem.  I^ey  were  at  lafl,  however,  forced  to  give  way,  and  betake  themfelves  to  their 
beela:  the  Camerons  purfued  them  chin  deep  in  the  feaj  138  were  counted  dead  of 
the  Engliffa,  and  of  the  Camerons  only  five  were  killed. 

In  this  engagement  Lochiel  himfelf  had  fev?ral  wonderful  efcapes.  In  the  retreat  of 
the  Englifh,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  bravefl  of  the  ofScers  retired  behind  a  bufh,  when 
he  obferved  Lochiel  purfiui^,  and  feeing  him  unaccompanied  with  any,  he  leaped  out 
and  thought  him  his  prey,  lliey  met  one  another  with  equal  fury.  The  combat  was 
long  and  doubtfoL  The  Englifh  gentlenun  had  by  hr  the  advantage  in  flreogth  and 
fize  ;  but  I.ochiel  exceeded  turn  in  nimblenefs  and  agiUty,  in  the  end  tript  the  fvrord 
out  of  his  hand :  upon  which  his  antagonift  Sew  upcn  tUm  with  amazing  rapidity  ; 
tbey  clofed  and  wreftled  till  both  fell  to  the  ground  m  each  other's  arms.  The  Eng> 
liih  officer  got  above  Lochiel  and  prefled  him  hard  j  but  ftretching  forth  his  neck  by 
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attempting  to  difengage  himrelf,  Lqchiel,  who  by  this  time  had  his  kands  at  fiberty,  with 
his  left  hand  fnzed  him  by  the  collar,  and  jumping  at  his  extended  throat,  he  bit  it 
with  his  teeth  quite  through,  and  kept  fuch  a  hold  of  his  grip,  that  he  brought  away 
his  mouthful }  this,  he  faid,  was  the  **  fweetefl:  bite  he  ever  had  in  his  life-time."  Im- 
mediately afterwards,  when  continuing  the  purfuit  after  that  encounter  was  over,  he 
found  his  men  chin  deep  in  the  fea ;  he  quickly  followed  them,  and  obferving  a  fellow 
on  deck  aiming  his  piece  at  him,  plunged  into  the  fea  and  efcaped,  but  fo  narrowly  that 
the  hair  on  the  back  part  of  his  head  was  cut,  and  a  little  of  the  Odn  ruffled.  In  a  little 
while  a  iimilar  attempt  was  made  to  fhoot  him :  his  foder-brother  threw  himfelf  before 
him,  and  received  the  fhot  in  his  mouth  and  breaft,  preferring  his  chiePs  life  to  his 
own. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards,  refolving  to  return  to  General  Middleton,  he  ordered  all 
his  rnen  to  aflembte  and  Join  him  ;  but  while  he  Waited  for  their  return,  he  cut  off 
another  party  of  the  garriloh  foldiers,  who  were  marching  into  the  country,  at  Auchen- 
tore,  within  half  a  mite  of  the  fort,  killed  t  few,  and  took  teveral  prifpners.  His  former 
engagements  with  the  general  obliged  him  at  laft  to  join,  which  he  did,  with  a  great 
number  of  his  clan  ;  but  was  not  long  with  him  when  he  had  certain  information  that 
the  governor  of  Inverlochy  availed  himfelf  of  Lochiel's  abfence,-  by  making  his  troops 
cut  down  the  woods,  and  colleft  all  the  provifions  in  the  country.  .  His  return  to  Loch-  ■ 
aber  being  necdlary,  Middleton  agreed  to  it,  upon  condition  he  would  leave  the  greatefl 
part  of  his  tnen  behind  him.  This  he  did,  and  fet  out  privately  for  his  country  with 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  He  foon  found  hb  information  was  too  true :  in 
order  to  obtain  redrefs,  he  polled  his  men,  early  in. the  morning  of  the  day  after  his 
arrival,  in  different  parts  of  a  wood  called  Stronnevifs,  within  a  mile  of  the  garrifon, 
where  the  foldiers  ufed  to  come  out  every  morning  to  cut  and  bring  in  wood.  Four 
or  five  hundred  came  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Lochiel,  obferving  them  from  a  con- 
venient part  of  the  wood  where  he  refted,  gave  the  fignal  at  a  proper  time.  His  men 
foon  made  the  attack,  the  enemy  were  foon  routed,  and  a  great  {laughter  made ;  one 
hundred  fell  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  purfuit  was  carried  on  to  the  very  walls  of  the  gar-- 
rifon.  It  is  remarkable  that  not  an  officer  efcaped,  they  being  the  only  adive  perfons 
that  made  reliflance.  Thus  continued  Lochiel  for  fome  time  a  peft  to  the  garrifon, 
frequently  cutting  off  fmall  detachments,  partly  by  ftratagem,  partly  by  force ;  but  his 
name  carried  fo  much  terror  with  it,  that  they  gave  him  no  opportum^  for  fome  time 
of  doing  them  much  harm. 

General  Middleton  being  at  this  time  extremely  unfuccefsful  in  fome  of  bis  adven- 
tures, particuliirly  in  an  a£lion  fome  of  his  troops  had  lately  with  Major-general  Morgan 
at  Lochgarry,  where  they  were  totally  defeated,  fent  an  exprefe  to  Lochiel  fupplicating 
his  prefence,  that  meafures  might  be  concerted  how  to  conclude  the  war  in  an  honour- 
able manner.  I^ochiel  refolved  to  go  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  men,  and  made  the 
proper  preparations  for  his  journey  with  all  imaginable  fecrecy  ;  yet  the  governor  gets 
notice  of  his  intended  expedition,  and  orders  Morgan  .if  poffible  to  intercept  htm.  Mid- 
dleton was  at  Brae-mar,  in  the  head  of  Aberdeenlbire,  between  which  place  and  Loch- 
aber  there  is  a  continued  range  of  hills  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles.  Over  thefe 
did  he  travel,  Qeeping  in  fhellings,  (huts  which  the  herds  build  for  flielter  when  in  the 
mountains)  on  beds  of  hedder  with  their  crops  turned  inwards,  without  any  covering 
but  his  plaid.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition  he  was  like  to  be  furprifed  by  the  a^vity  ^ 
Morgan  once  and  again  ;  butgettingup  tothe  tops  of  the  mountains,  he  always  efcq)ed 
the  enemy,  but  frequently  not  to  their  profit,  as  his  men  often  run  down  the  hill,  and 
after  <^chargiog  a  few  pieces  or  arrows  among  them,  would  as  eafily  afcend.  -    - 
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Sooo  after  his  juy^ion  vith  Middleton  the  war  was  given  over,'  and  Middleton  K> 
tired  to  France,  having  prefenled  Lochiel  with  a  moft  favourable  declaration,  figned  at 
Dunvegan,  in  Sky,  March  31,  1665.  But  though  the  war  was  thus  given  over  ip.ge- 
nerai,  and  many  of  the  nobility  and  heads  of  clans  had  fubmitted  to  MoiJi:,  upon  getting 
t)ieir  effates  reftored,  Lochiel  ft'Il  flood  out,  not  able  to  bear  the  infolence  01  the  troops- 
quartered  in  a  garrifon  fo  near  him.  For  the  governor,  encouraged  by  the  departure 
of  Middleton,  and  taking  the  a,dvantage  of  Lochiel's  abfence  i^  Sky,  ufed-  to  allow  his 
■  cfRcers  to  go  out  frequently  in  hunting  parties,  well  guarded  with  a  good  number  of. 
armed  men,  deftroying  the  game.  Lochiel,  on  his  return,  having  learned  this,  boa, 
put  a  flop  to  their  infolence-,  for  convening  a  party  of  the  Camerons,  he  wafdied-one 
day  at  a  convenient  place,  while  he  fawone  ofthefe  hunting  parties  coming  towards,  the-, 
hill  whereon  he  lat,  and  having  divided  his  men,  and  given  them  projier  inflru^ons^ 
the  attack  was  made  with  fucce^ :  moH  of  th&  party  were  {lain,  and  the  refl  takeo'  pri*. 
foners.  The  lofs  of  fo  many  officers  afforded  new  matter  of  grief  and  a(lonifiKnen^  ton 
the  governor,  and  prompted  him  to  make  fome  attempts  to  obtain  redrefs,  but  they 
were  all  in  vain.  He,  however,  by  this  time  became  acquainted  with  the  fituation  and; 
ibanners  of  thecoumry,  and  procureda  number  of  mercenary  defperadoes  around. bim^ 
who  gave  him  exafl:  intelligence  of  whatever  happened.  This  obl^ed  Lochiel-to  flit; 
liis  quarters  to  a  ^rther  diuance  from  the  fort,  while  he  employed  fuch  of  his  clan  asi 
continued  faithful,  as  counter-fpies  near  the  garrifon  ;  and  by  their  means-tbe  refolu- 
tions  and  plans  of  the  governor  were  not  only  made  public,  but  many  of  hia  fpies'Were> 
detected  and  :4>prehended,  whom  Lochiel  ordered  to  be  hungup,  without  any  ceremony.  ' 
or  form  of  triaU  , 

Soon  after  his  encounter  with  the  hunting  party,  an  exprefs  came  to  him  from  the 
bird  of  M'Naughtin,  a  true  royalilt  in  Cowal,  a  country  oppofite  to  Inverara,  in  Ar— 
gylefhire,  acquainting  him  that  there  were  in  that  country  three  Engliih  and  oneStotch. 
colonel,  with  other  officers,  who  were  deputed  by  General  Monk.  to.  furvey-  the  forts; 
and  fortified  places  in  that  part  of  the  Highlands  ;  and  that  it  was  poUible  to  feize  themt 
with  a  few  flout  fellows.  Lochiel,  rejoiced  at  this  intelligence,. picked  out  one  hundredi 
choice  Camerons,  with  whom  be  marched  for  Cowal,  flill  keeping  the  tops  of  the 
mountains,  left  his  defigns  Ihould  be  difcovered  and  publiOied.  There  he  methis'. 
friend  M*Naughtin,  who  informed  him  that  the  officers  lay  at  a  certain  inn^  well  guarded: 
with  armed  foldiers.  Upon  which  he  gave  the  prc^r  orders  to  his  men,,  who  exe- 
cuted them  with  fo  much  expedition  and  ikiU,  that  the  officers,  fervanta,  and  foldiers. 
were  all  apprehended,  and  carried,  almoft  without  halting,  to  a  place  of  fecurity,  befeie 
they  well  knew  where  they  were.  This  place  was  a  fmall  ifland  ia  Loeh-Orlnick,  a;, 
frem-water  lake  twelve  miles  in  length,  about  ten  miles  north  of  Inverlochy. 

The  prifoners,  though  terrified  at  firft,  were  foon  undeceived.  The  horrible  execu-- 
tions  which Lochiels  men  made  in  the  feveral  rencounters  Ibey  were. engaged Jn,- made 
his  enemies  believe  him  to  be  cruel  and  fanguinary  in  his  difpofition  ;  but  the  gentle 
treatment  and  the  great  civility  the  prifoners  met  with  foon  convinced  them  of  the  con- 
trary :  be  omitted  nothing  that  could  contribute  to  their  happinefs ;  but.particjularty; 
he  propofed  and  exhibited  feveral  hunting  matches,  which  gave  them  great  fatisfadton.i 
During  their  imprifonment,  they  took  the  liberty  now  and  then  to  reprefent  to  LochieL 
the  expediency  and  the  prudence  of  a  treaty  with  the  general.  He  at.  firft  rejected  the 
motion,  and  fcorned  the  advice  ;  but  being  often  repeated,  he  began  to  give  -way  to 
their  reafonings,  but  ftilL  fald  -that  no  wife  man  fhould  truft  his  fafety  in  the  hands  of. 
their  pretended  protedor,  whofe  whole  life  was  a  continued  fcene  of  ambition^  rebellion, 
hypocrify,  and  cruelty  y  and  rti»t. though  he  was,  able  to.  d<»  little  for  t^e  fervice  of  tie- 
King 
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King  Cr  his  cotaitty,  yet  would  he  always  preferve  his  ccmfaence  and  honour  unnaine4, 
tiU  erhap»  a  more  fawjurable  ©pportunity  ef  re'ftormjj  the  King  might  offer.  Thefe 
,  coitfe«nces  being  often  renewed,  brought  Lochiel  to  declare  himfelf  in  a  more  ravour- 
able  raaoncr.  B'or  the  truth  is,  that  he  difembled  his  fentiments  at  firft,  wnnting  no- 
thing fo  much  as  an  honourable  treaty  ;  for  hia  country  wasimpoverifhcd,  and  his  peo- 
ple alnioil  ruined.  He  ftill,  however,  proteded,  that  before  he  would  confent  to  difarm 
fa^ifetf  and  his  dan,  abjure  his  King,  and  take  oaths  to  the  UTurper,  he  would  live  as 
an  outlaw  and  fugitive,  without  regard  to  confequences.  To  this  it  was  anfwercd,  that 
if  he  only  fliewcdan  incltnalion  to  fubmit^no  oath  fhould  be  required,  and  he  (hould  , 

have  his  own  terms. 

In  confequence  erf  this  affirmatfon,  Lochie!^  with  the  advice  of  his  friends,  made  out  a 
^raujjbtof  his  conditions,  which  were  tranfmitted'to  General  Monk,  by  Colonel 
Camphel-,  one  of  the  priftwiers,  behaving  given  his  word  of  honour  he  would  foon  re- 
turn. Upon  receipt  o£  this,  the  General  made  out  anew  fet  of  articles,  of  much  the 
fiime  nature  withs  the  draught  fent,-  which  he  returned  to  Lochiel,  fignifying  to  him,  if 
be  agreed- thereto  they  would  ftandgood,  otherwife  not.  After  fome little  alterations,, 
tochiel  conijeated,  and  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  became  his  guarantee.  Thislreaty  was 
burned  ia  a  hoofe  o£  Lochiel's,  which  was  confumed  by  acn'dent.  However,  the  mod 
material  articles  at-e  pieferved  in  Monk's  letters  to  him,  and  are  ^s  folloU'S. 

*  No  oath  WW-  rtquirsd  of  Lochiel  to  Cromwell,  but  his  word  of  honour  to  live  in 
lieace.  -  He  and  hiscbn  were  allowed  to  keep  their  arms  as  before  the  war  broke  out, 
they  behaving  peace^y.     Reparation  was  to  be  made  to  Lochiel  for  what  woad  the 
Governor  of  InveHochy  cut  on  his  grounds.    A  free  and  full  indemnity  was  granted    - 
him  for  alt  riots,  depredations,  and  crimes  committed  by  him  or  his  men  precedmg  the. 
])refent  treaty.    Reparation  was  to  be  made  to  the  tenants  for  all  the  toffes  they  fuf- 
tained  &om  the  garri&n  foldiera.     The  tithes,  cefe,  and  other  publick  burdens  which  . 
had  not  been  paid  during  the  wars,  were  remitted  on- condition  they  Should  be  paid  af- 
terwards, .with  feveral  otheraof  the  like  nature.*'    All'that  was  demanded  by  Monk  of  ." 
Lochiel,  was,  that  he  and'hi«  clan  fhoutd  lay  down  thararms  in  the  name  of -Ring  ^ 
Charles  II.  before  (he  Governor  of  Inverlochy,  and-take  them  up  again  in  name  of  the  ■ 
States,  without  mentioning  the  protector;  that  he  would  afterwards  keep  the  peace,  - 
pay  puUtc  burdens,  and  fupprefs  tumults,  thefts,  and  depredations. 

Thefe  articles  being  agreed  to,  and  ftibfcribed  by  Monk  and  Lochieri  the  prifoners 
were  difcharged,  but  Lochiel  begged  they  would  honour  him  with  their  prefence  at  the  - 
ceremony  ol  tiyiogdown  their  arms,  which  they  complied  with.-  Having  converted  a- 
refpeftable  number  of  his  clan,  he  ranged  them  into  companies,  under  the  command  of  • 
the  captains  of  their  refpeflive  tribes,  and  put  himfelf  at  their  head;  In  this  manner  he 
marched  to  Inverlochy,  in  the  fame  order  as  if  going  to  battle,  pipes  playing,  and ' 
colours  ftyi'ng.  The  Governor  drew  out  the  foldiers,  and  put  them  in  order  on  a  plain  . 
near  the  fort ;  placing  them  on  -two  lines-  oppolke  to  the  Camerons.  Lochiel  and  the 
Governor  firft  faluted  each  other-as  friends.  The  articles  of  the  treaty  were  then  read,' 
and  ihe  ceremony  of  laying  down  and  taking  up  the  arms  performed.  Both  parties 
afterwards  partuok  of  a  fplendid  entertainment,  prepared  by  the  Governor  for  the  oc- 
cafion  to  the  great  fatisfaflion  of  all  prelent;.  Tims  did'Lochiel,  the  only-chief  in  the - 
Highlands  that  continued  to  fupport  the  royal-caufe  afterit  was  agreed  the  war  fhould  be  - 
given  over,  at  laft  fi^mit  in  an  honountble  way.  Monk'  fent  him  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
his  chearfiil  compliance,  dated  at  Dalkeith,?  Jane  1655. 

During  the  remaining  partof -Oliver's  life,  and  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  II.  and  ' 
hmes  II.>    Lochiel  tired  chiefiy  atbomej  in  a  broken  kind  of  tranqtiillity,  occafioned  by 
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the  di(lra£lionsof  the  times,  and  the  pretenfions  of  neighbouring  Chiefi  and  Lairds  to 
parts  of  his  edate  :  btit  he  always  (hewed  fo  much  pradence  and  courage  on  every 
emergency,  as  gained  him  the  friendfliip  of  the  great  and  the-efteem  of  all.  He  was 
held  in  particular  favour  by  the  two  brothers  Charles  and  James,  and  received  from  them 
many  raarlts  of  their  royal  regard.  -  It  may  not  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  curious 
to  narrate  the  following  incident. 

Lochiel  and  the  Laird  of  M'Intofh  had  a  long  difpute  concerning  fome  lands  in  Loch- 
aber.  M'Intofh  claimed  them  in  confequence  of  a  grant  of  them  he  had  from  the  Lord 
of  the  Ifles,  afterwards  confirmed  by  K.  David  Bruce :  Lochiel's  plea  was  perpetual  pof- 
feflion.  The  contefl  was  often  renewed,  both  at  the  law  courts  and  by  arms.  Many 
t'rms  of  accommodatbn  were  propofed  to  the  contenJine  parties  but  in  vain.  Ki'iff 
Charles  II.  himfelf  would  needs  be  the  mediator  }  but  nothing  but  fuperior  force  would 
pi-evail.  In  1 665,  M'lntofli,  with  bis  own  clan  and  the  H^Pherfons,  convened  an  army 
of  1 500  men,  with  which  he  fcts  out  for  Lochaber.  Lochiel,  aided  by  the  M'Gregors, 
raifes  1200,  900  of  which  were  armed  with  guns,  broad  fwords  and  targets,  and  300 
with  bows  and  arrows.  (It  is  remarked,  this  was  the  lad  confiderable  body  of  how- 
.  men  that  ever  was  feen  in  the  Highlands.)  Jail  as  they  were  in  view  of  one  another,  and 
almoft  ready  to  fight,  the  Karl  of  Breadalbane,wbo  was  coufmgerman  to  both,  arrived 
at  the  head  of  300  men,  and  immeiiiateW  fent  for  the  two  chiefe.  He  declared  who. 
ever  Ihould  oppofe  the  terms  he  was  (o  oSer,  he  Ihould  join  the  contrary  party  with  all 
his  power,  and  be  his  foe  while  he  lived.  Accordingly  propolats  of  agreement  were  made,' 
and  fubmitted  to  by  both  parties.  Lochiel  continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  lands:  for 
which  a  funi  of  money  was  given  to  M'Intofh,  to  renounce  all  claims  for  the  future. 
l"he  articles  of  agreement  were  figned  lotb  September  1665,  about  3'ioyearsafter  the 
commencement  of  the  quarrel ;  and  next  day  the  two  Chiefe  had  a  friendly  morting,- 
and  exchanged  fwords.  The  leading  gentlemen  of  both  clans  performed  the  fame 
friendly  ceremony. 

It  muil  appear  (trange,  that  now  not  a  bow  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Highlands,  nor  any' 
propenfity  towards  that  kind  of  armour.  One  might  imagine,  when  the  difanning  a^ 
took  place,  bows  and  arrows  would  have  been  a  good  fubftitute  for  guns  j  and,  if  I 
recoiled  right,  there  is  no  prohibition  of  bows  in  the  a&. 

At  the  revolution.  Sir  Ewen,  who  was  always  prepolfefled  in  favour  of  the  heredit- 
ary right,  and  particularly  for  James,  whofe  friendfliip  he  had  often  experienced,  and 
was  refolved  to  fupport  his  caufe,  as  far  as  he  could,  at  all  hazards.  In  this  refolution 
he  w^  confirmed  by  a  lettei;  he  bad  from  James,  dated  39  March  1684,  then  in  Ire- 
land, foticiting  bis  aid,  and  ^at  of  his  friends.  Upon  recdpt  of  this  letter,  he  vilited 
alt  the  nagbbouring  Chiefs,  and  wrote  to  tbofe  at  a  diftance,  communicating  to  them 
the  King*3  letter,  and  calling  a  general  meeting  to  concert  what  meafures  Ihould  be 
taken.  They  affembled  on  May  13th,  near  his  houfe,  and  mutually  engaged  to  one 
another  to  fupport  his  Majefty's  inlercft  againft  all  invaders.  When  Vifcoant  Dundee 
got  a  commiflion  from  King  James  to  command  his  troops  in  Scotland,  Lochiel  joined 
him  with  bis  clan,  notwithflanding  that  General  M'Kay  made  him  great  offers,  both  in 
money  tad  titles,  to  abandon  James' .t  interelt. 

He  made  a  diftinguiOied  figure  at  the  Ikirmifh  of  Killicrankie,  under  Lord  Dundee, 
againft  General  M'Kay,  though  then  above  the  age  of  fixty-three.  He  was  the  moft 
f^nguine  man  in  the  council  for  fighting  ;  and  in  the  battle,  though  placed  in  the  centre 
oppofite  to  General  M'Kay's  own  regiment,  yet  fpoke  he  to  his  men  one  by  one,  and 
took  their  feveral  engagements  either  to  conquer  or  die.  Juft  as  they  began  to  fight,  he 
fell  upon  this  Ilratagem  to  encourage  bis  men  :  He  commanded  fuch  cf  t  le  Camerons  as 
*    5  were 
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were  potted  near  him  to  ou^  a  great  fbout,  which  being  fecondedby  thofe  who  flood 
on  the  right  and  left,  run  quickly  through  the  whole  army,  and  was  returned  by  the 
cDemy.  But  the  noife  of  the  mufqaets  and  cannon,  with  the  echoing  of  the  hills, 
made  the  Highlanders  fancy  that  their  (houts  were  much. louder  and  brifker  than  that  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  Lochiel  cried  out,  **  Gentlemen,  lake  courage,  the  day  is  ours:  I 
am  the  oldeil  commander  in  the  army,  and  have  always  obferved  fomething  ominous  and 
fatal  in  fuch  a  dull,  hollow,  and  feeble  noife  as  the  enemy  made  in  their  fliout^ which 
prognodicates  that  they  are  alt  doomed  to  die  by  our  hands  this  night ;  whereas  ours 
was  brifk,  lively,  and  (trong,  and  Ihews  we  have  vigour  and  courage."  Tbefe  words, 
fpreading  quickly  through  the  army,  aninuted  the  troops  in  a  (Irange  manner.  The 
event  juftified  the  prediftion :  the  Highlanders  obtained  a  complete  victory.  The 
battle  was  fought  i6^g.  Lochiet  continued  for  fome  time  with  that  army  ;  but  being 
diOatisBed  with  the  condud  of  Cannon  and  fome  of  the  principal  officers,  retired  to 
Lochaber,  leaving  his  fon  in  his  phce  during  the  red  of  the  campaign. 

When  terms  of  fubmiffion  were  offered  by  King  William  to  the  ontftanding  chie^, 
though  many  were  glad  to  accept  of  them,  yet  Lochiel  and  a  few  others  were  deter- 
mined to  (land  out,  until  they  had  King  James's  permiffion,  which  was  at  hft  oblauie^ 
and  only  a  few  days  before  King  William's  indemnity  expired. 

There  is  nothing  elfeinemorabte,  in  the  publick  way,  in  the  life  of  ShrEwen  Cameron. 
He  outlived  himfelf,  becoming  a  fecond  child,  even  rocked  in  a  cradle  ;  fo  much  were 
the  faculties  of  his  mind,  and  the  menbers  of  his  body,  impaired.  He  died  AJ>. 
1718. 

APPENDIX.— Number  VIL 

0/  the  Majacre  of  tbe  Colquhoum. 
■     IN  the  Baronage  of  Scotland,  by  Sir  Robert  Douglas,  it  an>ear6  that  m  die  yeas 
I59^and  1595,  the  clan  of  M'Gregors  with  fome  of  their  lawlds  neighbours,  came 
down  upon  the  low  country  of  Dumbartotilhire,  and  committed  vafl  outrages  and  di:- 
predalions,  efpecially  upon  the  territories  of  the  Colquhouns. 

In  1 602  Humphry  Colquhoun  raifed  his  vaffals  and  followers  to  oppofe  them;  and 
was  joined  by  tnany  of  the  genlleiuen  in  the  neighbourhood.  Both  parties  met  in 
Glenfrone,  where  a  bloody  conStfl  enfucd.  They  fought  with  great  obflinacy  till  night 
parted  them,  and  many  brave  men  were  Ulled  on  both  fidrs,  but  the  Colquhouns  ap- 
pear to  have  been  worned.  The  Laird  of  Colquhoun  efcaped,  and  retired  to  a  flrong  ' 
caftle ;  but  was  clofely  purfued  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  y  they  broke  into  the  calUe, 
and  found  him  in  a  vault,  where  they  inftantly  put  him  to  death  with  many  rircum- 
ibnces  of  cruelty.  In  the  month  of  February  it  was  that  this  Humphry  Colquhoure 
was  Qain  ;  at  which  time  the  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  were  at  fchoot  at 
Dumbarton  came  as  fpeftators  to  fee  the  battle  of  Glenfrone,  but  were  not  fuffered  tO' 
approach  near  the  danger,  but  were  Ihut  up  in  a  barn  by  the  Colquhouns  for  &£etf . 
The  McGregors  prevailmg,  are  Dud  afterwards  to  have  burbiroufly  put  theta-allto 
death. 

This  is  the  account  given  by  the  hiHorian  of  the  family  of  Lufs,  but  Mr.  Buchanan  * 
aJIerts  that  the  Lurd  of  Lufs  efcaped  from  the  battle,  and  was  afterwards  killed  iti: 
Benachra  Cadle  by  the  M*Farlanes„  through  iofiuenee  of  a  certain  nobleman,  wbonk 
Lufs  had  difobliged. 

*  SurnanKt  of  dUni,  £.  i4Sk. 
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Let  tbefe  h&&  ftaiid  as  relaeed  by  the  panizans  of -eacli  houfe,  but  from  the  vanoos 
afts  of  council,  and  the  great  feverity  of  them,  and  by  the  frequent  confirmation  of  theni 
by  a^s  of  parliament  for  near  fixty  years  afterwards,  under  different  princes  and  differ- 
ent influences,  the  necefiity  of  the  fupprefllon  of  this  unhappy  clan,  for  the  common 
good,  is  fuUy  evinced. 

The  humanity  of  the  prefent  legiflature  did  the  laft  year  repeal  thefe  faneuinary  afls ; 
alledging,  that  the  caufes  indu3tve  of  them  for  fupprefling  the  name  of  Gregour  or  . 
M'jGregour,  are  now  little  known  and  have  long  ceaied. 

APPENDIX.— Number  VIII. 
Itinerary. 


DOWNING, 

.21  Cheller,  Deonna,  Devana,  E'tol. 
Deva,  Anton,  Rav.  Chorog.  Deva, 
coloBia  legio  cretica  vicefima  Va- 
leria viftris,  R.C. 

18    Northwich,  Condate,  R.  C. 

5  Knutsford, 

12  Macclesfield, 
10    Buxton, 

13  Middleton, 
4 1     Chefterfield, 
16     Workfop, 
12     Tuxford, 

8    Durham  Ferry,  on  the  Trent,  Tri- 

voniafl.  R.  C. 
10    lincoln,  Lindum,  Ptol.  Anton.  Rav. 
Chorog.  R.  C. 

6  Walhenbrough  aoA  back  to  Uncoln, 
12     Spittle, 

1 2    Glandford  Bridge,- 
t2    Barton, 

Humber  River,  Abus,  Ptol.  R.  C, 
8    Hull, 

8     Burton  Conftable, 
32    Burlihgton  Quay, 

Its  bay,  Gabrantmcorum  portuofus 
frnus,  PeoL    Porius  felix,  R.  C. 


5    Flamborough  Head,  Brigantum  ex- 

treraa,  R.  C. 
10     Hummanby, 
10    Scarborough, 
i3i  Robin  Hood's  Bay, 
,6J  Whitby, 

9 


Skellin  Dam, 
Gifborough, 
Stockton, 
Tees   River, 


Tifis    fl.^R.  C.    Its 
mouth,  Dunum  finus,'PtoI. 
So    Durham, 

Were  River,  Vedra  fl.  R.  C. 
6     Chefter-Ie-Street,  Epiacum,  R.  C. 
9     Newcaftle,  Pons  Aeiii,  Notit.  Imp. 
Tyne  River  Vedra.  fl.  Ptol.  Tina  8. 
R.  C. 
14    Morpeth, 
9    Felton, 

1  o    Alnwick,  Alauna,  Rav.  Chorog. 
16     Belfbrd, 
16    Berwick,  TuelEs,  Rav.  Chorog. 

Tweed  River,  Alaunus,  Ptol.  Tueda, 
R.C. 


Milts. 

16  Old  Cambus, 

10  Dunbar,  Ledone,  R'av.  Chorog.  Dun, 
a  fmalt  hill,  and  bar  a  point  of  any 
thing. 
6  North  Berwick, 
14  Prefton  Pans, 
d  Edinburgh,     , 


MOm. 

9  South  Ferry, 

Firth  of  Forth,  Bodefia,Ptol.  Bodotria, 
TadtL  R.  C. 
2  North  Ferry, 
Fife  County,  Iloreflii,  R.  C  Caledorfa, 
Taciti. 
15  Kinrofs, 

ap  Rumbling 
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Miln. 

30  RAJmbling  Biig,  Caftle  Campbell,  and 

back  to  Kinrofs, 
13  Caftle    Dupplin,      Duablifis,     Rar. 

Chorog. 

8  Penh,  Orrca,  R.  C. 

Tay  River  and  its  mouth,  Taus,  ITaciti. 
Tava  ^ft.  Ptol;  R.  C. 

I  Scone,    - 

1  Lunkerty, 
13  Dunkeld, 
ao  Taymouth, 
15  Carrie  on  Loch-Rannoch, 
zo  Blair, 

3?  Through  Glen-Tilt  to  Invercauld, 
18  Tulloch, 
15  Kincaim, 

9  Banchorie, 
18  Aberdeen, 

Dee  River,  Diva  0.  Ptol.  R.  C. 

Ythen  River,  Ituna  fl.  R.  C. 
25  Bownefs, 
27  Craigfton  Caftle, 

9  Bamff, 

Devron  River,  Celnius  fl.  R.  C. 
8  CuUen, 
22  Caftle  Gordon, 

Spey  River,  Celnius  ft.  Ptol.  Tueflis. 
R.C. 

8  Elgin,  Alitacenon,  Rar.  Chorog. 

10  Forres,    . 

1  r  Tamaway  Caftle,  Calder,  Fort  George, 
"Firth  of  Murray,  Tuse,  iEft.  Ptol. 
Varar.JEft.  R.  C. 
IS  Invemefs,  Pterotoo,  caftra  alaia  R.  C. 
10  Caftle  Dunie, 
18  Dingwall,  Foules, 

Krth  of  Cromartie,  Loxa.  fl.  R.  C. 
RofsOiire,  Creones,  R.  C.    The  fame 
writer  places  at  Channery  in  this 
county,  Arae  finium  Imp.  Rom. 
15  Ballinagouan, 
6  Tain,  Caftra  alata,Ptol. 

9  Dornoch.    Its  Firth,  Vara  Md.  Ptol. 

Abona  fl.  R.  C. 

Sutherland  County,  Logi,  R.  C. 
9  Dunrobin  Caftle^ 
8  Helmfdale, 

Ord  of  Cutbne^  Ripa  alta,  Ptol. 


Caithnefs  County,  Carnabii,  Cattini,    ■ 
R.  C.      Virubium  promontorium,, 
R.  C. 
8  Langwall, 

15  Clytne,  Clythenefs,  Vin'edrum  prom. 

R.C. 

8  Thrumfter, 
3  Wick, 

Wick  River,  Ilea  fl.  Ptol. 

16  Duncan's  or  Dunglby  Bay,  and  John 

a  Groat's  Houfe, 
Dungfby  I^ead,  Berubium  promontO' 
rium,    PtqI.     Caledonia    extrema, 
R.C. 
Stroma  Ifte,  Ocetis  Infula,  R.  C. 
2  Canetby,  and  back  the  fame  road  to 
137  Invemefs, 

Invemefs  County,  Caledonii,  R.  C. 

17  General's  Hut, 

15  Fort  Auguftus, 

Loch  Lochy,  Longus  fi.  R.  C> 
28  Fort  William,  R.  C.  places  Baiutia 
near  it. 

14  Kinloch-Leven, 

9  King's  Houfe, 
19  Tyendrum. 
12  Dalmalie, 

16  Inveraray, 
32.  Tarbut, 

Loch-Lomond,     LmcaGdor     L^^cus, 
R.  C. 
8  Lufs, 

1 2  Dunbarton,  Theodofia,  R.  C. 

Ttnh  of  Clyde,  Glota,  Taciti.    Clotti 
JEfi,  R.  C. 

1 5  Glaf^ow,  Clidum,  Rav.  Chorog. 
.34  Hamilton,  and  back  to  Glafgow, 

13  Kylfithe, 

18  Sterling, 
8  Falkirk, 

Calendar, 
,  1 5  Hopeton  Hoafe, 
1 1  Edinburgh, 
18  Lenton, 
18  Bild, 
18  Moffitt, 
18  Lot^rby; 

2  ENGLAND. 
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Miln. 

31  Longtown  in  Cumbet-land, 

Netherby,  Caftra  exploratorum,  An- 
ton. Aefica,  Rav.  Chorog. 
9  Carlifle,  Lugavaltium,  Anton. 
18  Penrith,  Bereda,  Rav.  Chorog.  " 
11  Shap  in  Weftmoreland. 
15  Ki'ndal,  Concangium,  Notit.  Imp. 
It  Burton,  Coccium,  R.  C. 


II  Lancafter,  Longovicus,  Nttit,  Imp, 

Lune  River,  Alaona,  fl.  R.  C. 
1 1  Garftang, 
11  Prefton, 
18  Wigan, 
13  Warrington, 
21  Chefter, 
a  i  Dowiung  ia  Flintihire. 

The  ancient  names  of  places  marked  R.  C.  are  borrowed  from  (he  late  Dr.  Stuke- 
ley's  account  of  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  with  his  ancient  Map  of  Roman  Britain  and 
the  Itinerary  thereof,  publifhed  in  1 747.  The  reft  from  Mr.  Horfiey's  remarks  on 
Ftolemf )  Antonine's  Itinerary,  Kotitia  imperii,  and  Ravennatis  Britannifc  Chorographia. 
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A  TOUR  IN  SCOTLAND,  AND  VOTAGE  TO  THE  HEBRIDES  IN  l^^^. 
E7  Thomas  Pessast. 


TO    SIR   JOSEPH   BANKS,   BARONET. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  THINK  myfelf  fo  much  indebted  to  you,  for  making  me  the  vehicle  for  convey- 
ing to  the  public  the  rich  difcoveryof  your  laft  voyage,  that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  this 
addrefs,  the  ufual  tribute  on  fuch  occalions.  You  took  from  me  all  temptation  of  en- 
vying your  fuperior  good  fortune,"  by  the  liberal  declaration  you  made  that  the  Hebrides 
Were  my  ground,  and  yourfelf,  as  you  pleafantly  exprefled  it,  but  an  interloper.  May 
I  meet  with  fuch,  in  all  my  adventures  ! 

Without  leflening  yqur  merit,  let  me  fay  that  no  one  has  lefs  reafon  to  be  fparing  of 
his  ftores  of  knowledge.  Few  poflefs  fo  large  a  (hare  :  you  enjoy  it  without  oftenta- 
lion;  and  with  a  facility  of  communication,  the  refult  of  natural  endowments  joined  with 
an  immenlily  of  obfervation,  coIle£ted  in  parts  of  the  world,  before,  either  of  doubtful 
exiftence,  or  totally  unknown.  You  have  enriched  yourfelf  with  the  treafures  of  the 
globe,  by  a  circumnavigation,  founded  on  the  moll  liberal  and  fcientific  principles. 

The  fixteenth  century  received  lullre  from  the  numbers  of  generous  volunteers  of 
rank  and  fortune,  who,  didinguilhing  themfelves  by  the  contempt  of  riches,  eafe,  and 
luxury,  made  the  nioft  hazardous  voyages,  like  yourfelf,  animated  by  the  love  of  true 
glory. 

In  reward,  the  name  "of  Banks  will  ever  exift  with  thofe  of  Clifford,  Raleigh  and 
Willoughby,  on  the  rolls  of  fame,  celebrated  inftances  of  great  and  enterprizing  fpirits : 
and  the  ardic  Solander  mull  remain  a  Bne  proof  that  no  climate  can  prevent  the  feeds 
of  knowledge  from  vegetating  in  the  bread  of  innate  ability. 

You  have  had  juflly  a  full  triumph  decreed  to  you  by  your  country.  May  your 
laurels  for  ever  remain  unblighted  !  and  if  Ihe  has  deigned  to  twine  forme  a  civic' 
wreath,  return  to  me  the  fame  good  wifli.      ' 

I  am,  with  every  due  acknowlegement. 

Dear  Sir,  your  obliged,  and  moll  obedient  humble  Servant, 

•  THOMAS  PENNANT. 

Downing. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS  journey  was  undertaken  in  the  fummer  of  177a,  in  order  to  render  mora 
complete  my  preceding  tour  ;  and  to  allay  that  fpecies  of  relllefsnefs  that  infe£ls  many 
minds,  on  leaving  any  attempt  untinilh^.  Confcious  of  my  deficiency  in  feveral  re- 
fpefls,  I  prevailed  on  two  gentlemen  to  favour  me  with  their  company,  and  to  fupply 
by  their  knowledge  what  I  found  wanting  in  myfelf. 

I'o  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Lightfoot,  le^urcr  of  Uxbridge,  I  am  obliged  for  all  the  bo- 
tanical remarks  fcattered  over  the  following  pages.  But  it  gives  me  great  pleafure  to 
fay  that  he  means  to  extend  his  favours,  by  loon  giving  to  the  public  a  Flora  Scotica, 
an  ample  enumeration  and  hiftory  of  the  plants,  obferved  by  him  in  the  feveral  places 
we  vifited.  To  Mr,  Ughtfoot,  I  mull  join  in  my  acknowledgements,  the  Rev.  ,Mr. 
John  Stuart  of  Killin,  for  a  variety  of  hmts,  relating  to  cufloms  of  the  natives  of  the 
z  2  Highlands 
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Highlands,  and  of  the  iHands,  which  by  rearon  of  my  ignorance  of  the  Erfe  or  Gallc  . 
language,  mufl  have  efcaped  my  notice.     To  both  I  was  indebted  for  all  the  comforts 
that  arife  from  the  fociety  of  agreeable  and  worthy  companions. 

I  muft  not  omit  my  thanks  to  the  feveral  gentlemen  who  favoured  me  at  different 
times  Aifith  accounts  and  little  hiilories  ofth«  places  of  their  refidence,or  their  environ?. 
To  begin  with  the  moft  fouthern,  my  beft  acknowledgements  are  due  to 

Mr.  Aikin,  Surgeon,  for  the  account  of  Warrington. 

Mr.  Thomas  Weft  fiivoured  me  with  feveral  things  relating  to  the  nbrth  of  Lanca- 
fliire. 

Doflor  Brownrigg,  the  Rev.  Doflor  Bum,  Jofeph  Nicholfon  Efq.  f.  of  Hawk(bery» 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Farilh  of  Carlifle,  afforded  me  large  fupplies  relating  to  their  counties.- 
of  Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland.  > 

In  Scotland,  John  Maxwel,  Efq. ;  of  Broomholme,  and  Mr.  Little  of  Langholme 
favoured  me  with  feveral  remarks  relating  to  Efltdale. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jaffray,  minifter  of  Ruthwell,  with  a  hidoty  of  his  parilh. 

Sir  William  Maxwell,  Baronet  of  Spriogkeld,^  with  variety  of  drawings,  found  at  the 
Roman  ftatioa  at  Burrens. 

John  Goldie,  Efq.  j  of  Dumfries,  fupplied  me  with  numbers  of  obfervations  on  that 
town  and  county. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  Macfarlane  of  Drummond,  with  an accountof  his  parifli. 

Mr.  John  Gotborit,  engineer,  with  an  account  ofGlafgow,  and  various  mifcellancous 
ivmarks.. 

For  the-excellent  account  of  Piifley,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Francis  Douglas. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gerihom  Stuart  fent  me  materials  foran  accountof  the  ifle  of  Arran* 

Alexander  Campbel  Efq.  of  Ballole,  and  Charles  Freebain  Efq.  communicated 
feveral  obfervations  relating  to  the  ifle  of  Ilay. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Baronet,  communicated  to  me  his  defcription  of  Sta& ;  and  per- 
mitted my  artift  to  copy  as  many  of  the  beautiful  drawings  in  his  colledion,  as  would  be 
of  ufe  in  the  prefent  work. 

I  mu(t  acknowledge  myfelf  in  a  particular  manner  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Donald 
Macquin  of  Kilmuir,  in  the  iJIe  of  Skie,  for  a  moft  inftruftive  correfpondence  relating  to 
the  anaent  cuftoms  of  the  place,  and  to  its  various  antiquities.  A  fmall  part  I  have 
mingled  with  my  own  account :  but  the  greater  ihare,  in  juftice  to  the  merit  of  the 
writer,  I  have  delivered  unmutilated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  third  volume. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dounie,.  Minifter  of  Gair-loch,  obliged  me  with  various  remarks  on: 
his  neighbourhood. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Donald  Macleod  of  Glenelg,  the  fame,  refpefting  bis.. 

To  Doftbr  Ramfay  ofEdinburgh,  I  muft  return  thMiks,fQr  avariety  offervices:  to^ 
Mr.  George  Faton  of  the  fame  place,  for  an  inde&tigable  and  unparndleled  affiduity  itL 
procuring  from  all  parte  any  iotelUgence  that  would  be  of  ufe  to  the  woric.  in  view. 
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ON  Monday  the  1 8th  ofMay,  for  a  fecond  time,  take  my  departure  for  the  North* 
from  Chefter ;  a  city  without  parallel  for  the  fmgular  ftruclure  of  the  four  princi- 
pal (Ireets,  which  are  as  if  excavated  out  of  the  earth,  and  funk  many  feet  beneath,  the 
furface ;  the  carriages  drive  far  below  (he  level  of  the  kitchens,  on  a  line  with  ranges  of 
iliops  i  and  over  them,  on  each  fide  the  ftreeis,  paflengers  walk  from  end  to  end,  fecure 
from  wet  or  heat,  in  galleries  purloined  from  the  firfl  floor  of  eacli  houfe,  open  and- 
baluftraded  in  front.  The  back  courts  of  all  thefe  houfes  are  level  with  the  ground,- 
but.togointoanyof  thefour  ftreets  it  is  neceflary  to  defcend  a  flight  offcveral  Itepp. 

The  ftreets  were  once  confiderably  deeper,  as  is  apparent  from  the  .  (hops,  whole 
flooi-s  lie  far  below  the  prefent  pavement.  The  leffer  ftreets  and  allies  that  run  into  the 
gi'eater  ftreets,  were  floped  to  the  level  of  the  bottoms  of  the  latter,  as  is  particu'arly 
vifible  in  Biidge-ftrect.  It  is  difiicult  to-alltgn  a  reafon  for  thefe  hollowed  ways  :  lean 
only  fuppofethem  to  have  been  the  void  left  after  the  deftruflion  of  the  ancient  vaults 
mentioned  by  an  ancient  hiftorian  s  "  In  this  cyte,  (fays  the  Polychronicon  *,)  ben  ways 
under  erthe-with  vowtes  and  ftone-werke  wondcrly  wrought  thre  chambred  werkes  :  E 
grave  with  old  mennes  liaraes  therein.  There  is  alfo  Julius  Cezars  name  wonderly  ia 
ftones  grave,  and  other  noble  mennes  alfo,  with  the  wrytynge  about :"  meaning  the 
ahar  and  monumental  infcriptions  of  (he  Romans. 

The  cathedral  ('till  the  reformation  the  church  of  the  rich  monaftery  of  St.Wer- 
burgh)  is  an  ancient  jlrufhire,  very  ragged  on  the  outfide,  from  the  nature  of  the  fri-- 
abJe  red  ftonet  with  which  it  is  built ;  bi^t  ftill  may  boaft  of  a  moft  elegant  Weftem^ 
front ;  and  the  tabernacle  \vork  in  the  choir  is  very  neat :  St.  Werburgh's  (brine  is  - 
now  the  biftiop's  throne,  decorated  with  the  figures  of  Mercian  monarchs  and  ^nts ;  to, 
whom  the  fair  patronefs  was  a  bright  example,  living  immaculate  with  Iier  huiband, 
Ceolredus,  copying  her  aunt  the  great  Ethelreda,  who  lived  for  three  years,  with  not 
lefs  purity,  with  her  good  man  Tonber£tu3,  and  for  twelve  with  her  fecond  huft>and,  . 
the  pious  Prince  Egirid.  Hiftory  relates,  that  this  religious  houfe  was  originally  a  i 
nunnery,  founded  A.  D.  660,  by  Wulphenis,  King  of  the  Mercians,  in  favour  of  his  ■ 
daughtei^s  indifpofltion.  The  nuns,  in  procefs  of  time,  gave  way  to  canons  fecular  ^ . 
and  they  again  were  difplaced  by  Hugh  Lupus,  nephew  to  the  conqueror, .  109^,  and . 
their  room  fupplied  by  Benediftines. 

The  beauty  and  elegant  ftmplicity  of  a  very  antique  Gothic  ch'apter-hbufe,-  and  its  - 
fine  veftibule,  merits  a  vifit  from  every  traveller. .  The  date  of  the  foundation  is  uncer- 
tain, but  it  feems,  from  the  fimilitude  of  roof  and  pilaft'ers  ia  a  chapel  ia  the  fquare ' 
tower  in  the  caftle,  to  have  been  the  work  of.  cotemporary  architefts,  ami  thefe  archi-  ■ 
te€ts  were  probably  Norman }  for  the  mode  t^  fquare  towers,  with  fquared  angles,  was 
introduced  immediately  on  the  conqueft. 

The  cloifters,  the  great  refeftory,  now  the  free-fchool,  and  a  gate-way  of  moft  Angu- 
lar ftniQure,  are  at  prefent  the  fole  remains  of  this  monaftery.  The  ruins  near  St. . 
John's  church  are  fine  reliquesof  the  piety  of .  the  times ;,  and  the  mafty  columns,  and: 

*  Hi'gdeu'iPaI]rchn>nicOD,  orrathbrthktbT-RogerCedrenfif,  a  Benedidine  monk  of  St.  Werbun;h'*|. 
from  whom  Higdeniifajd  to  have  ftoleo  the  whole  work.  Thii  Roger  wm  cotemppiary  with  Trivet,, 
whodicd  A.  D.  131?. 

t  Vale  Royrf,  19. 
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■round  arches  within  the  church,  moft  curious  fpecimens  of  the  clumfy  flrength  of  Saxon 
architecture.  The  former  are  probably  the  remains- of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Mary, 
founded  by  Randal,  feCond  £.  of  Chefter,  for  Benedifline  nuns.  The  church  was 
founded  by  King  Ethelred,  in  689  :  an  uncouth  infcription  on  the  walls  informs  us, 
that  •  King  Ethelred  minding  more  the  blifle  of  heaven,  edified  a  colledge  church  not- 
able and  famous  in  the  fu^urbs  of  Chefter  pleafant  and  beauteous  in  the  honour  of  God 
and  the  baptift  St.  John  with  the  help  of  bilhop  Wulfrice  and  good  Excillion  *.'  It  was 
rebuilt  m  906,  by  Ethelred,  E.  of  Mercia,  after  he  had  expelled  the  Danes  out  of  the 
city.  This  was  aJfo  the  cathedral,  until  fupplanled  in  1551,  by  the  church  of  the  abbey 
of  St.  Werburgh. 

The  caftle  is  a  decaying  pile,-  rebuilt  by  one  of  the  Norman  earls,  on  the  fite  of  the 
more  ancient  fortrefs.  The  walls  of  the  city  (the  only  complete  fpeciraen  of  old  for- 
tifications), are  one  mile  three  quarters,  and  a  hundred  and  one  yards  in  circumference, 
and,  bring  the  principal  walk  of  the  inhabitants,  are  kept  in  excellent  order.  The 
views  from  the  feveral  parts  are  very  fine :  the  mountains  of  Flintftiire,  the  hills  of 
"  Broxton,  and  the  infulated  rock  of  Beefton,  form  the  ruder  part  of  the  fcenery  :  a  rich 
flat  gives  us  a  fofter  view,  and  the  profpeft  up  the  river  towards  Boughton,  recalls  in 
ibme  degree  the  idea  of  the  Thames  and  Richmond  hill. 

The  Hypocauft,  near  the  Feathers  inn,  is  one  of  the  remains  of  the  Romans,  it  being 
well  know  that  this  place  was  a  principal  (lation.  Among  many  antiquities  found  here, 
none  is  more  fingular  than  the  rude  fculpture  of  the  Dea  Armigera  Minerva,  with  her 
bird  and  altar,  on  the  face  of  a  rock  is  a  Imall  field  near  the  Welch  end  of  the  bridge. 

Chefter  has  been,  at  different  times,  zplace  d'armei,  a  great  thorough-fare  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  and  the.refidence  of  a  numerous  and  polifhed  gentry.  Trade,  till  of 
late  years,  was  but  tittle  attended  to,  but  at  prefent  efforts  are  making  to  enter  into  that 
of  GuHiea,  America,  and  the  Baltic. 

Since  the  year  1736,  and  not  before,  great  quantities  of  Unen-cloth  have  been  im- 
ported from  Ireland  to  each  of  the  annual  fairs  :  in  that  year  4496.54  yards ;  and  at  pre- 
fent about  a  million  of  yards  are  brought  to  each  fair.  Hops  are  another  great  article 
of  trade,  for  above  ten  thoufand  pockets  are  fold  here  annually,  much  of  which  is  for- 
warded to  the  neighbouring  ifland.  But  the  only  ftaple  trade  of  the  city  is  in  fkins, 
multitudes  of  which  are  imported,  dreffed  here,  but  fent  out  again  to  be  manufaflured. 
Here  is  a  well  regulated  poor-houfe,  and  an  infirmary  ;  the  lart  fupported  by  contribu- 
tions from  the  city,  its  county,  and  the  adjacent  countiej  of  North- Wales.  The  firft 
has  happily  the  lealV  ufe  of  this  pious  foundation  ;  for,  whether  from  the  drynefs  of  the 
fituation,  the  clearnefs  of  the  air,  or  the  purity  of  the  water,  the  proponion  of  deaths  to 
the  inhabitants  has  been  only  as  i  .to  3 1 ;  whereas  in  London  i  in  20  and  3-4th8  ;  in 
•Leeds  1  in  2  1  and  3-5ths ;  and  in  Northampton  and  Shrewlbury,  i  in  26,  annually 
pay  the  great  tribute  of  nature  f.  Might  I  be  permitted  to  moralize,  I  (hould  call  this 
the  reward  of  the  benevolent  and  charitable  difpofition,  that  is  the  charafteriftic  of  this 
city;  for  fach  is  thefacrifice  that  is  pleafingto  theAlmighty. 

About  two  miles  from  Chefter,  pafs  over  Hoole  heath,  noted  for  having  been  one  Of 
the  places  of  -reception  for  llrangers  eflablifhed  by  Hugh  Lupus,  in  order  to  people  his 
'  new  dominions.     This  in  particular  was  the  afylum  allotted  for  the  fugitives  of  Wales. 

Ride  through  the  fmall  town  of  Trafford  :  this,  with  the  lordftiip  of  Newton,  was,  as 
-  Daniel  King  obferves,  one  of  .the  fweet  raorfels  that  the  abbot  of  St.  Werburgh  and  his 

*  Sa  trandated  from  bono  suxMio. 

t  Vide  the  obfervaiions  on  this  fubjcfi  of  lliw  liunisne  phjfician,  my  worthy  friend.  Dr.  Haygarth. 

5  convent 
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convent  kept  for  thrir  own  wholefome  provifion.  Get  into  a.  traft  of  fandy 
country,  and  pafs  beneath  Hellefby-Tor,  a  high  and  bluff  termination  of  Pelamere 
fored,  compoied  of  the  fame  fnable  Aone  as  that  near  Chefter,  but  veined  with  yellow. 
Hence  a  view  of  the  junfUon  of  the  Weever  .and  the  Merfey,  and  an  extenfive  traft  of 
marlhy  meadow,  with  Tome  good  and  much  rulhy  grais ;  and  beyoifd  is  the  beginning 
of  the  wide  eduary  that  flows  by  Liverpool. 

Crofsa  little  brook,  called  Llewyn,  and  reach  Frodefham  ;  a  town  of  one  long 
ftreer,  which*  with  its  caftle,  was  allotted  by  Edward  I.  to  D.ivid,  brother  to  Llewelyn, 
laft  Prince  oT  Wales,  as  a  rctamtr  in  his  double  perBdy  agsinft  his  own  blood,  and  his  - 
own  country.  Not  a  veflige  is  left  of  the  caftle,  which  flood  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town;  was  latterly  ufed  as  a  houfe  by  the  Savages,aQd  was  burnt  down  in  1652,  when' 
one  of  that  name,  an  Earl  Rivers,  lay  dead  in  it. 

This,  as  well  as  moft  other  towns  and  villages  in  Cheftiire,  flands  on  an  eminence  of 
Cmd-ftone,  and  bylbat  means  enjoys  a  fituation  dry,  wholefome,  and  beautiful 

The  church  ftands  at  a  vaft  height  above  the  town.  In  the  regifler  are  thefe  two  ve- 
markable  inftances  of  longevity  :  March  the  13th,  592,  was  buried  Thomas  Hough, 
aged  141  J  and  the  very  next  day  was  committed  to  the  earth,  Randle  Wall,  aged  103. 

1  obferved  alfo,  that  in  the  winter  of  1574,  the  peftilence  reached  this  fequeftered  place, 
for  four  are  then  recorded  to  have  died  of  it.  In  ejrjy  times  that  avenging  angel  fpread 
deftrudion  through  all  parts  of  the  land  ;  but  her  power  is  now  ceaftd  by  the  provi-- 
dentialceffation  of  the  natural  caufes  that  gave  rife  lo  thai  moft  dreadful  of  calmities: 

Above  the  church  is  Beacon  hill,  with  a  beautiful  walk  cut  along  its  fide.  At  the* 
foot  are  four  butts  (archery  being  flill  pra£tifed  here)  for  an  exercife  in  which  the  war- 
riors of  this  county  were  of  old  eminent.  The  butts  lie  at  four,  eight,  twelve,  and- 
fixteen  roods  diftance  from  each  other :  the  laft  are  now  difufed,.  probably  as  the  pre-- 
fent  race  of  archers  prefer  what  is  called  ftiort-lhooting  ". 

Crofs  the  Weever,  on  a  good  ftone-bridge  :  from  aneighbourin;;  warehoufe  much 
cheefe  is  fhipped  off,  brought  down  the  river  in  boats  from  the  rich  grazing  grounds, , 
that  extend  as  far  as  Nantwich.  The  river.by  means  of  locks, is navigabK;  for  barges 
as  high  as  Winflow  bridge  ;  but  below  this  admits-vefTels  of  iixty  tons. .  The  channel- 
above  and  below  is  deep  and  clayey,  and  at  low  water  very  difegreeabJe.  • 

Cn  the  north  banks  are  the  ruins  of  Rock  favage,  fuffercd,  within  memory,  to  fall  to 
decay ;  once  the  feat  of  a  family  of  the  fame  name  ;  and  not  Ut  remote,  on  the  fame 
range,  is  Afton,  a  good  houfe,  finely  fituated,.  but  rendered  too  naked  through  the 
J5ige  of  modern  tafte. 

About  two  miles  farther  on  the  right,  is  Button  Lodge,  once  the  feat  of  the  Duttons ; 

2  family  in  poITtfRon  of  a  finguiar  grant,  having  **  Magifterium  omnium  Lcccaiorum 
el  meretricum  fotius  Ceftrefhire."  This  privilege  came  originally  from  Randal  6lh. 
Earl  of  Chcfter,.to  Roger  Lacy,  conftable  of  that  city,  who,  when  the  Earl  was  clofely 
befiegcd  by  the  Welfli  in  Rudliind  caftle,  collected  haftily  for  his  relief  a  band  ofmin- 
ftrcls,  and  other  idle  people,  and  with  them  fucceeded  in  the  attempt ;  after  which  his  • 
fon  John  affigned  it  to  the  Duttons,  one  of  that  name  being  afliftant  in  the  affair. 

Reach  Ilalton  caftle,  feated  on  an  eminence,,  and  given  by  Hugh  Lupus  to  Nigdius,  . 
one  of  hisofficers,  and  founded  by  one  of  the  two.  Nig'-l  held  it  by  this  hono»i~able 
and  fpirited  feryice,  that  whenever  the  Earl  made  an  cxptJilion  into  Wales,  the  B.Ton 
af  Halton  fljould  be.forcmoft  in  entering  the  country,  and  the  laft  in  coining^out  f.     It 

•  Ithi'nk  myfelf  jndebled  lo  Mr.  Roberttoo,  libramn   to  the  Royal  SociUy,  a»  old  aicbir,  fur  the  ■  , 
cofKiiionofthit  palTiK'f. 
■\  SlouDt'i  Aocicnt  Tvourct. . 
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became  afterwards  the  property  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  and  was  afavoarke  hunting 
ffat=of  John  otGaunt.  The  caflle  is  a  ruin,  except  a  part  kept  as  a  priron.  It  belongs 
ito  ihe  duchy  of  Lancaftcr,  and  has  fti!l  a  court  of  record,  and  other  privileges. 

From  ihe  cadle  is  the  moft  beaaliful  view  in  Chefliire  ;  a  rich  profpedt  of  the  mean- 
<ders  of  the  Merfey,  through  a  fertile  bottom  ;  a  pretty  wooded  peninfula  jutting  into  it 
•oppofite  to  Runcorn  ;  the  great  county  of  Lancafhire,  filled  with  hedge-row  trees  j  and 
beyond  f(  ar  thchiUs  of  Yorkfhire  and  Lancafliire  }  and  on  the  other  fide  appears  Che- 
fliire, and  the  flill  loftier  Cambrian  mountains  ;  but  clofe  beneath,  near  the  church,  is 
fill!  a  more  pleafing  view^  that  of  a  row  of  neat  alm-houfes,  for  the  reception  of  the 
fupeiannuated  fervants  of  the  houfe  of  Norton,  founded  by  the  late  Pufey  Brook,  Efq., 
jny  friend,  and  the  friend  of  mankind. 

Defcend  the  hill,  and  pafs  by  Norton,  a  good  modem  houfe,  on  the  file  of  a  priory 
-of  canons  regular  of  St.  Augufline,  founded  by  William,  fon  of  Nigellus,  A.  D'.  1 1 35, 
who  did  not  live  to  complete  his  defign  :  for  Euflace  de,  Burgaville  granted  to  Hugh  de 
Catherik  pafture  for  a  hundied  flieep,  in  cafe  he  finlrtied  the  church  in  all  refpefls  con- 
formable to  the  intent  of  the  founder.  It  was  granted  at  the  diflblution  to  Richard 
Brook,  Efquire. 

Continue  my  way  along  a  flat  dull  country,  reach  the  banks  of  the  Merfey,  ride  over 
a  long  caufeway,  having  before  me  a  perfect  wood  of  lofty  poplar,  that  fpeaks  the  foil  j 
and  Warrington  as  if  in  the  midft  of  it.     Fjiter 

Lancafliire,  after  crofTmg  a  handfome  flone  bridge  of  four  arches,  which  leads  into 
the  town,  and  was  built  by  the  firft  Earl  of  Derby,  to  accommodate  Henry  VII.,  then 
■on  his  road  on  a  vifit  to  his  lordfliip,  probably  to  footh  the  Earl  after  the  ungrateful  exe- 
cution of  his  brother.  Sir  William  StaiUy.  It  was  at  firft  a  toll-bridge,  but  his  lordfliip 
genero'ifly  releafed  the  country  from  that  tax,  at  a  lofs  of  as  many  marks  as  was.  equi- 
valent to  the  portion  of  one  of  his  daughters. 

The  priory  of  the  hermit  friers  of  Augufline,  founded  before  1 379,  flood  near  the 
-bridge,  but  not  a  relique  exifts.  The  entrance  into  the  town  is  unpromifmg,  the  ftreets 
long,  narrow,  ill-buih,  and  crowded  with  carts  and  pafiengers  ;  but  farther  on  are  airy, 
and  of  a  good  width,  but  afford  a  flriking  mixture  of  mean  buildings  and  handfome 
houfes,  as  is  the  cafe  with  moft  trading  towns  that  experience  a  fudden  rife  j  not  that 
this  place  wants  antiquity,  for  Leland  fpeaks  of  its  having  a  better  market  than  Man- 
chefter  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  ago.  At  that  time  the  principal  part  of  the  town 
was  near  the  church,  remote  from  the  bridge,  and  was  acceflible  only  by  a  ford,  but 
the  conveniency  of  a  fafer  tranfit  foon  drew  the  buildings  to  that  end. 

The'  church  has  of  late  undergone  much  alteration,  but  two  of  the  ancient  fide-cha- 
:pels  flill  remain  :  one  betongmg  to  the  Maffies  contains  nothing  but  a  fmall  mural  mo- 
nument, with  a  very  amiable  charafler  of  Francis  Maffey,  Efq.  lord  of  the  manors  of 
Rixton  and  Gliifbrook,  laft  of  the  ancient  fariiily,  which  was  extinft  with  him  in  1748J 
but  in  an  oppofite  chapel  is  a  magnificent  tomb  of  Sir  Thomas  Boteler  and  his  lady,  in 
alabafter:  their  effigies  lie  at  top,  hand  in  hand,  he  in  armour,  ftie  in  a  remarkable 
mitre-fiiaped  cap;  round  the  fides  are  various  figures,  fuch  as  St.Chrlftopher,  St.  George, 
'  and  other  fuperftitious  fculptures.  The  Botelers  were  of  great  antiquity  in  this  place  ; 
the  firft  took  his  name  from  being  butler  to  Ranulf  de  Gemons,  or  Mefchines,  Earl  of 
Chefter.  His  pofterity  acquired  great  pofleflions  in  this '  cpunty  •,  and  one  of  them 
obtained  the  charters  for  markets  and  fairs  at  Warrington,  from  his  prince  Edward  I. 
Tradition  fajs  that  Sir  Thomas,  then  refident  at  Beauly-houfe,  near  this  town,  was, 


*  Dugdalc'i  BaroDigc,  I.  653. 
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with  his  lady,  murdered  in  die  night  by  aETailtiis,  who  crolTed  the  moat  in  leathern  boats' 
to  perpetrate  their  villainy. 

Beneath  an  arch  in  the  wall  near  this  tomb  is  another,  containing  a  figure  in  a  long 
robe,  mufHed  up  to  the  cbin ;  the  head  wrapped  in  a  fort  of  cap,  and  bound  with  a  neat ' 
fiUet. 

Befides  this  church  is  a  neat  chapel  of  eafe,  lately  rebuilt,  and  many  places  of  wor-   . 
Oiip  for  Preibyterians,  Anabaptids,  Quakers^  MethodiAs,  and  Roman  Catholics ;  for 
in  manula£luring  places  it  often  falls  out  that  the  common  people  bappllji  have  a  difpo- 
fition  to  feek  the  Lord,  but  as  unhappily  difagree  in  the  means  of  rendering  themfelves 
acceptable  to  him. 

Here  is  a  firee-fchool,  very  confiderably  endowed,  and  made  very  refpe£table  by  the 
merits  of  the  prefent  mailer.  An  academy  has  of  late  years  been  eflabHlhed  in  this 
town,  with  a  view  of  giving  an  education  to  youth  oo  the  plan  of  an  univerfity. 

The  manufaftures  of  this  place  are  very  confiderable ;  formerly  a  great  quantity  of 
checks  and  coarTe  linens  were  made  here,  but  of  late  years  thefe  have  given  way  to  that 
of  polldavies,  or  fail-cloth,  now  carried  on  with  fuch  fpirit  (in  the  town  and  country) 
as  to  fupply  near  one  half  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  The  late  war  gave  a  great 
rife  to  this  branch,  and  a  fudden  improvement  to  the  town. 

The  making  of  pins  is  another  confiderable  article  of  commerce ;  locks,  hinges,  caft- 
iron,  and  other  branches  of  hardware,  are  fabricated  here  to  a  great  amount:  very 
large  works  for  the  refining  of  copper  are  carried  on  near  the  town  f  and  the  glafs  and 
fugar-houfes  employ  many  hands.  By  means  of  all  thefe  advantages  the  town  has  been 
doubled  within  thefe  twenty  years ;  and  is  fuppofed  to  contain  at  prefent  between  eight  ' 
and  nine  (houfand  inhabitants. 

The  manufaftures  of  this  place  are  moft  readily  conveyed  down  to  Liverpool  by 
means  of  the  Merfey.  The  fpring-tides  rife  at  the  bridge  to  the  h«ght  of  nine  £eett 
and  veflels  of  feventy  or  dghty  feet  can  lie  at  Bank-quay,  the  port  of  the  town^  where 
warehoufes,  cranes,  and  other  conveniences  for  fhipplng  of  goods  are  ereded.  I  mull 
not  omit  that  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  buiheJs  of  potatoes  are  annually  exported  out  of 
the  rich  land  of  the  environs  of  Warrington,  into  the  Mediterranean,  at  the  medium 
price  of  fourteen  pence  per  bulhel.  This  is  the  root  which  honeft  Gerard,  ^out  two. 
hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  fpeaks  of  "  as  a  food,  as  alfo  a  meat  for  pleafure  being 
either  roafted  in  the  embers  or  boiled  and  eaten  with  oile  vinegar  and  pepper  or  drefled 
feme  other  way  by  the  hand  of  a  fkilfut  cooke  *." 

The  falmoU'fiihery  is  very  confiderable,  but  the  opportunity  of  fending  them  to  Lon« 
don  and  qther  places,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  keeps  up  the  price  to  about  «ght- 
pence  per  pound,  which  gradually  finks  to  three'pence  or  twopence-halfpenny,  to  the 
great  aid  of  the  poor  manufadurers.  Smelts,  or  as  they  are  called  in  all  the  north, 
fparlings,  migrate  in  the  fpring  up  this  river  in  amazing  fhoals,  and  of  a  fize  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  other  parts,  fome  having  been  taken  that  weighed  half  a  pound,  and  mea- 
fured  thirteen  inches. 

In  this  river  is  found  a  fmall  fiOi  called  the  graining,  in  fome  refpefls  refembUng  the 
dace,  yet  is  a  diflind  and  perhaps  new  fpecies ;  the  ufual  length  is  feven'  inches  and  a  ' 
half;  it  is  rather  more  flender  than  the  dace,  the  body  is  almofl  flraight,  that  of  the 
other  incurvated  ;  the  colour  of  the  fcales  in  this  is  filvery,  with  a  bluifti  call ;  thofe  of 
the  dace  have  a  yellowifh  or  greenifh  tinge  :  the  eyes,  the  ventral  and  the  anal  iias  la 
the  graining  are  of  a  pale  colour  t-  ^ 


■  Herbal,  9»8.  f  Rayi  !o  P.  D,  K.  P.  P.  15,  V.  9.  A.  lo.  C.  31. 
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Make  a  vifit  to  John  Blackbume,  Efq,,  at  his  feat  of  OrfoVd,  a  mile  from  Warrington  ; 
dine  and  lie  there.  This  gentleman  from  his  earUeft  life,  hke  another  Evelyn,  has  made 
his  garden  the  employ  and  amufement  of  his  leifure  hours,  and  been  moft  fuccefsful  in 
every  part  he  has  attempted :  ip  fa£t,  he  has  an  univer&l  knowledge  in  the  culture  of 
plants.  He  was  the  fecond  in  thefe  kingdoms,  that  cultivated  the  pine>apple  :  has  the 
bell  fruit  and  the  beO:  kitchen-^rden  :  his  colledion  of  hardy  exotics  is  exceedingly 
numerous ;  and  his  coUe£tion  of  hot-houfe  plants  is  at  leait  equal  to  any  private  collec- 
tion in  this  kingdom.  He'negle£ls  no  branch  of  botany,  has  the  aquatic  plants  in  their 
proper  elements ;  the  rock  plants  on  artificial  rocks;  and  you. may  be  here  betrayed 
■  into  a  bog  by  attempting  to  gather  thofe  of  the  morafs  •. 

Mrs.  Blackbume,  his  daughter,  extaids  her  refearches'ftill  farther,  and  adds  to  her 
'empire  another  kingdom :  not  content  with  the  botanic,  flie  caufes  North  America  to 
be  explored  for  its  animals,  and  has  formed  a  mufeum  from  the  other  fide  of  the  At" 
lantic,  as  pleafmg  as  it  is  indruftive. 

In  this  houfe  is  a  large  family  picture  of  the  Afhtons  of  Chadderton,  confifting  of  a 
gentleman,  his  lady,  eleven  children  living  at  that  time,  and  three  infants  who  died  in 
their  birth :  it  was  panted  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  by  Tobias  RatcliiF;  but  has  fo  little 
merit,  that  I  .fhould  not  have  mentioned  it,  but  to  add  one  more  to  Mr.  Walpole's  lift  of 
painters. 

May  19.  Pafs  through  Winwick,  a  fmall  village,  remarkable  for  being  the  richeft 
reflory  in  England  :  the  living  is  worth  2300I.  per  annum  j  the  reiSor  is  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  has  a  glebe  of  1300I.  annual  rent.  It  is  fmgular  that  this  cOUnty,  the 
feventh  in  fize  in  England,  has  only  fixty-one  pariOies ;  whereas  Norfolk,  the  next  iti 
dimenfions,  has  no  fewer  than  fix  hundred  and  fixty. 

In  the  wall  of  an  old  porch  before  the  reQor  of  Winwick's  houfe,  is  fafely  lodged  a 
bible,  placed  there  by  a  zealous  incumbent,  who  lived  in  the  days  of  Oliver  Crom. 
well,  in  order  that  at  leall  one  a.uthentic  book  might  be  found,  fhould  the  fanatics  cor> 
rupt  the  text,  and  dellroy  all  the  orthodox  copies. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  church  is  this  infcriptioni  cut  in  old  letters  : 

Hie  locus,  Ofwaldt,  quondam  tibi  pbcoit  valde  ; 
Northanumbrorum  fueras  Rex,  nunccjue  polorum 
Rrgn»  tenei,  Praio  paffus  Matcelde  f  vocato. 
Anoo  millcno  (juiagCDtcnoque  iriceao, 
Sclator  poft  Chrillum  murum  rcnofavcTM  iftiun ! 
Henricui  Jo1in{tuii  ciiraCus  crat  liraulhic  tunc. 

Ofwald  was  King  of  Northumberland ;  th^  mofl  pious  prince  of  his  time,  and  the  reftorer 
'  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ia  bis  dominions  :  at  length,  A.  D,  640,  receiving  a  defeat 
near  Ofweftr)-,  by  Penda,  pagan  King  of  Mercia,  was  there  flan,  his  body  cut  in  pieces, 
and  fluck  on  poles  by  way  of  trophies. 

At  Redbank,  between  this  pkce  and  Newton,  the  Scots  in  Augutl  1648,  after  their 
retreat-fromPrefton,niadffarefolute  ftand  for  many  hours  againlt  the  vidorious  Cromw 
well,  who,  with  great  lofs  on  both  fides,  beat  rhem  from  their  ground,  and  the  next 
day  made  himfelf  raafter  of  all  their  remaining  infantry,  which,  with  their  commander. 
Lieutenant-general  Bayly,  furrendered  on  the  bare  condttion  of  quarter  J. 

•    •  MyrefpeaedandvencraWf  fri'end.after  a  long  and  unfpoited  Uff^dled  Dec.  19,  1 7^6,  aged  92:      ' 
■(   ^:ufe^■field,  MarOrwtftry.  J,  Whiiclock,  331,     Clarendon,  V.  161. 
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Pafs  through  Newton,  a  fmall  borough  town :  the  country  flat  and  fertile.  On  ap- 
proaching Wiggan,obfervefeveral  fieltfe  quite  white  with  thread,  bleaching  for  thema- 
nufaSure  of  ftrong  checks  and  cdarfe  linen,  carried  on  in  that  town  and  neighbourhood. 

Wiggan  is  a  pretty  large  town  and  a  borough.  It  has  long  been  noted  for  manu. 
fafturesin  brafs  andpewter,  which  now  giveway  to  that  of  checks :  an  ingenious  fellow 
here  turns  canal  coal  into  vafes,  obelifks,  and  fiiuff-boxcs,  aiid  fornu  excellent  black- 
moors  heads  out  of  the  fame  material;  ^ 

The  beft  crofs-bows  are  alfo  made  in  this  town  by  a  perfon  who  fucceeded  his  father 
ia  the  bufinefs ;  the  laft  coining  there  from  Rtppon  about  a  century  ago. 

In  the  church  is  an  infcription  in  memory  of  Sir  Roger  Bradlhaigh,  of  Haigh,  an 
eminent  loyalift  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars  ;  and  a  tomb,  much  defaced,  of  a  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bradlhaigh  and  his  lady  Mabel,  who  lived  in  the  reigrfs  of  Edward  IL  and  IH. 
A  remarkable  hiftory  attends  this  pair  :  in  the  time  of  the  firft  monarch  he  fet  out  for 
the  holy  laiid  in  quell  of  adventures,  and  left  his  feir  fpoufe  at  home  to  pray  for  his 
fiiccefs?  bat  after  fome  years'  abfence,  the  lady  thinking  he  made  rather  too  long  a  flay, 
gave  her  hand  to  Sir  Ofmund  Nevil,  a  Welch  knight.  At  length  Sir  William  returns 
m  the  garb  of  a  pilgrim,  makes  himfelf  known  to  his  Mabel,  is  acknowledged  by  her> 
and  flieretums  to  her  allegiance  :  Sir  William  purfues  the  innocent  invader  of  his  bed, 
overtakes  him  at  Newton-park,  where  my  unfortunate  countryman  is  flain.  The  poor 
lady  being  confidered  as  an  acceflary  to  his  death,  is  condemned  to  a  weekly  penance" 
of  walking  barefoot  from  the  chapel  in  Haigh-hall,  three  miles  diftant,  to  expiate  her 
crime,  to  a  crofs  near  Wiggan,  at  this  day  called  Mabel's  crofs.' 

Not  far  from  the  town  is  the  little  river  Douglafs,  immortalized  by  the  vidories  of  ' 
our  Arthur  •  over  the  Saxons  on  its  banks.  This  ftream  in  1727  was  widened,  deep- 
ened,  and  made  navigable  by  locks,  almoftto  the  mouth  of  the  Ribble;  and  was  among 
die  firft  of  thofe  projects  which  have  fince  been  purfued  with  fo  much  utility  to  the 
intaod  parts  of  the  kingdom.  This  canal  conveys  coal  to  fupply  the  iKirth  of  the  county, 
and  even  part  of  Wdlmoreland,  and  in  return  brings  fitim  thence  limellone. 

On  an  eminenceaboutamilefrom  Wiggan  is  Haigh,  long  the  feat  of  the  Bradfhaighs, 
an  ancient  houfe,  built  at  different  times :  t|)e  chapel  fuppofed  to  be  as  old  as  the  time 
of  Edward  11. ;  in  thefront  are  the  Stanly  arms,  and  beneath  them  thofe  of  the  famUy,' 
which  in  all  dvil  commotions  had  united  with  the  fonher,  even  as  early  as  the  battle  of 
Bofworth  field. 

In  this  houfe  are  fome  excellent  pi^res :  our  Saviour  with  his  difciples  at  Emmaus, 
by  Titian,  with  the  landlord  and  waiter ;  a  line  attention  and  refpe£t  is  expreffed  in  the 
countenances  of  the  difciples. 

A  ver]r^  fine  head  of  Sir  Lionel  Tolmach,  by  Fr.  Zuchero,  on  wood,  fhort  grey  hair,  a 
forked  beard,  rofy  complexion;  a  beautiful  viridit feneSlus. 

Eliz.  Lady  Dacres,  daughter  of  Paul  Vifcount  Banning,  relid  of  Francis-  l^rd 
Dacres,  created  Countefs  of  Sheppy  for  life,  by  Ch.  II.  ia  i68oj  a  head  on  wood ;  a 
blooming  countenance. 

A  head,  by  Riley,  of  Sir  John  Guife,  great-jrandfather  to  the  prefent  baronet ;  and 
and  another  of  Lady  Guife,  by  KneUer. 

Charles  I.  in  his  robes. 

George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the  robes  of  the  garter,  affaffiaated  by  the',, 
gloomy  Felton. 
,   A  krge  equellrian  pidure  of  Ch.  I.,  a  co[^  after  Vandyck. 

*  Hcnrjr  of  Huntingdon,  313. 
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His  daughter,  Mary  Princefs  of  Orange,  mother  to  King  William.  '   " 

Henry  Murray,  £fq.  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  Ch.  II. :  his  daughter  vasmar* 
ried  to  Sif  Roger  BraxJQiaigh,  the  fecond  baronet. 

This  neighbourhood  abounds  with  that  tine  fpeciesof  coal  called  canal,  perhaps  candle 
coal,  from  its  ferving  as  cheap  light  for  the  poor  to  fpin  by  during  the  long  winter 
evenings :  it  is  found  in  beds  of  about  three  feet  in  thicknefs  ;  the  -veins  dip  one  yard 
in  twenty  ;  are  found  at  great  depths,  with  a  black  bafs  above  and  below,  and  are  fub- 
jeft  to  the  fame  damps  fiery  and  fuffocattng  as  the  common  coal.  It  makes  the  fweetell 
of  fires,  and  the  moft  cheerful:  is  very  inflammable,  and  fo  clean,  that  at  Haigh-hall  a 
fummer-houfe  is  built  with  it,  which  may  be  entered  without  dread  of  foibng  the  ligfatelt 
ctoaths.  - 

Sir  Roger  Brac!niaigh,baronet,  the  lait  of  the  male  line,  died  on  September  £9,  \7JO> 
On  the  death  of  his  widow  in  — ~-,  the  feat  and  eftate  fell  to  ■  ■ —  Lindfay,  Earl  of 
Balcarras,  in  right  of  his  wife  — -■'  Dalrymple,  great-grand-daughter  to  the  third  Sir 
Roger  Bradfhaigh.  Endeavours  have  been  made  to  impute  to  this  houfe  the  in^maus 
regicide  John  Bradfliaw. 

Leaving  Wiggan,  obferre  on  the  road-fide^  near  the  north  end  of  the  town,  a  mono* 
tneni,  erefted  by  Alexander  >Rigby,  Efq.,  m  memory  of  his  gallant  commander  Sir 
Thomas  Tildelly,  who  was  killed  on  this  fpot  in  the  engagement  with  Lambart,  in  1 650: 
a  faithful  doraeltic,  fMpporting  his  dying  mafter,  was  fhot  in  that  fituadon  by  a  rebet 
trooper,  who  was  inftantly  piuoled  by  bis  generous  officer,  who  :d)horred  the  barbarity 
even  to  an  enemy. 

Reach  Standifli,  a  village  with  a  very  handfome  church  and  ffn're  lleeple :  the  pdHars 
within  fhew  an  attempt  of  the  Tufcan  order ;  it  was  rebuilt  in  1584,  and  chiefly  by  the 
atBftance  of  Richard  Moodie,  re£lor  of  the  place,  who  maintained  the  workmen  with 
meat,  at  his  own  coft,  during  the  time.  He  Was  the  firfl:  protellant  paflor,  conformed  - 
and  procured  the  living  by  the  ceflion  of  the  tythes  of  Staqdifli,  probably  thinking  it 
better  to  lofe  part  than  all.  He  lies  in  effigy  on  his  tomb,  dreffed  in  his  frandfcan  habit^ 
with  an  infcription  declarative  of  his  muniBcence  towards  the  church.  In  front  of  the 
tomb  are  two  Tmall  pillars  with  Ionic  capitals,  the  dawning  of  the  introdufUoa  of  Gre* 
dan  architedure. 

Here  is  a  handfome  tomb  of  Sir  Edward  Wrightington,  Knight,  king's  counfel  *,  he 
died  165&,  and  lies  in  alabafter  recumbent  in  his  gown.  A  curious  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Chifnal,  who  was,  during  the  civil  wars,  colonel  of  a  regiment  erf  horfe,  and 
another  of  foot ;  and  left  there  ftiould  be  any  doubt,  the  commiffiona  are  given  in  full 
length  upon  wood.  This  gentleman  had  the  honour  of  defending  Lathatn-boufe  undev' 
the  command  of  the  heroine  the  Countefs  of  Derby. 
'  At  Mrs.  Townley's,  at  Standi(h-hall,  are  fome  few  reliques  of  the  Arundel  coUedion^ 
particularly  eight  pieces  of  glafs,  with  the  labours,  of  Hercules,  moft  exquifitely  cut  on- 
them.  A  large  filver  fquare,  perhaps  the  pannel  of  an  altar,  with  a  rood  beautiful  relief 
of  the  refurredion  on  it,  by  P.  V.  1 605.  Two  trinkets,  one  a  lion,  the  other  a  dragon^ 
whofe  bodies  are  formed  of  two  vafl:  irregular  pearls. 

MakeanexcurHon  four  miles  on  the  weft  to  Holland,  a  village  where  formerly  had 
been  a  priory  of  BenedifKnes,  founded  by  Robert  de  Holland  in  1 3 19,  out  of  the  colle-> 
giate  chapel,  before  ferved  by  canons  regular.  Nothing  remains  at  prefent  but  the- 
church,  and  a  few  wails.  The  pofterity  of.  the  founder  rofe  to  the  greatefl;  honours 
during  feveral  of  the  followtng  turbulent  rdgns ;  but  thofe  honours  were  attended  with 
the  greateft  calamities.  Robert  himfelf,  firft  fecretary  to  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  Earl 
of  Lancafter,  after  betraying  his  mafter,  loft  his  bead,  by  the  rage  of  the  people,  in  the 
14  beginning 
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l^egTonin^  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  His  pofterity,  many  at  leaft  of  tfiem;  were 
equally  unfortunate :  Thomas  de  Holland,  Duke  of  Suny,  and  Earl  of  Kenr^  fell  in  the 
fame  manner  at  Cirencefter,  by  the  hands  of  the  townfmen,  after  a-  rafli  infurreftion,  in. 
order  to  reftore  bis  mailer,  Richard  II.  His  half-brother,  John,  Duke  of  Exeter,  and 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  underwent  the  fame  fate,  fix)m  the  hands  of  the  populace,  at  Plefly; 
in  Effex,-£br  being  engaged  in  the  fame  defign.  And  his  grandfon,  Henry,  Duke  of 
Exeter,  experienced  a  fortune  as  various  as  it  was  calamitous.  He  was  the  greatefl  fubjeft. 
in  power  under  Henry  VI.,  and  was  brother-in-law  to  Edw.  IV.  i  yet,  as  Comines  relates,, 
during  the  firft  depreflion  of  his  unhappy  mailer,  he  was  fees  a  fugitive  in^FIanders,  run'- 
jiing  barefoot  after  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  coach,  to  beg  an  alms ;  on  the  laft  attempt 
toreplaceHenry  on  the  throne,  he  againsppeared  inarms  at  the  battleofBamet,  fought 
manfully,  at\d'  was  Irft  for  dead  in  the  field ;  a  Mthfiil  domeflic  gave  him  alTidance,  and 
conveyed  him  into  fandoary  ;  he  efcaped,  and  was  never  heard  of  till  his  corpfe  waS' 
ifound,  by  fome  unknown  accident,  floating  in  the  fea  between  Dover  and  Calais  *  ^.aod 
<bus  clofed  the  eventful  hillory  of  this  ill-fated  line. 
-  Return  through  this  deep  trad  into  the  road  at  Standiih  :■  the  country  from  hence 
to  Prefton  very  good ;  on  the  laft  a  long  valley  runs  parallel.  At  a  place  called  Pin> 
cock-bridge crofs the Tarrow^a pretty  dream,  watering  anarrovr  romantic gl«i, wooded . 
en  both  fides. 

Ride  throagh  Walton,  a  very  populous  vill3ge,,near  the  Ribble,  a  fine  river,  extend- 
ing through  a  range  of  very  rich  meado.w5,  as  far  as  the  pi&irefque  vale  of  Guerden. 
Cro&  the  river  on  a  bridge  of  five  arches,  afcend  a  hill;  through  lanes  once  deep  nar- 
row,  and  of  difficult  approach,  where,  in  1715,  the  rebels  made  Ibme  refiftance  to  the- 
Ung's  forces  in  the  ill-concerted  afiair  of  that  year. 

On  the  top  Ues  Frefton,  a  neat  and  handfome  town,  quiet,  and  entirely  free  from  the 
Boife  of  manufaflure& ;  and  is  fupported  by  pafifengers,  or  the  money  fpent  by  the 
Gumerous  gentry  that  inhabit  it.  It  derives  its  name  (according  to  Camden)  fron)  the- 
vriefts  or  religious  that  were  in  ofd  times  the  principal  inhat»tants.  Here  was  a  convent 
ef  grfty  friais,  or  Francifcans,  founded  by  Edmund  Earl  of  Lancafler,  fon  of  Henry.  Ill* 
Robert  de  Holland  abovementioned  was  a  confiderqble  bene&flor  to  the  place,^  and  was- 
buried  here.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Preflon  gave  the  ground  f.  Might  nor  tlie- 
town  take  its  name  from  him  ?  Here  was  alfo  an  ancient  hofpital,  dedicated  to  Mary 
Magdalene,  mentioned  in  1291  in  the  Lincoln  taxation  t. 

This  place  was  taken  by  ftorm  in  1643,  by  the  parliament  forces  uhder  Sir  Jbhtfc 
Seaton,  after  a  moll  gallant  defence  :  it  was  at  that  time  fortified  with  brick  walls  $. 

North  of  this  town  began  the  action  between  that  gallant  of&cer  Sir  Marmaduke- 
Langdale  and  the  parliament  forces  under  Cromwell.  The  former  commanded  the- 
Englifh  army  that  was  to  ad  in  conjunfHon  with  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  in  his  unfortu- 
nate invafion  in  July  1648.  Langdale  gave  the  infetuated  Scot  notice  of  the  approach' 
of  Cromwell,  and  m  vain  advifing  the  affembling  of  the  whole  force,  his  counfel-was- 
k)ft.  He  alone  made  a  fiand  in  the  fields  near  Prefton  for  fix  hours,  unaffifted  by  the 
duke,  who  puflied  the  march  of  bis  troops  over  the  bridge,  leavmg.  Sir  Marmaduke  to* 
be  overpowered  with  numbers. 

The  walks  on  the  banks  above  the  Kibble  command  a  moft  beautiful  view  of  mea- 
dows, bounded  by  delicious  rifings ;  the  river  meandrihg  between  till  the  profpeS  clofes. 
with  its  eftua'ry.    Continue  here  the  whole  night,  and  lie  at  the  Black-Bull. 

The  Spedator,  has  long  fince  pointed  out  the  knowledge  that  may  be  colleded  front 
figna :  it  is  iropofTible  not  to  remark  the  propriety  of  the  reigning  ones  of  this  county  r 

*   Slow.  i»fi.  t  Taniwr,  a34: 

•)-  StcKM'i  Monaft.  >■  >54.  f  FadiamcDt  CbroDidc,  i68t 
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the  triple-legs,  and  the  eaf;le-and*child,  denote  the  great  pofleOions  of  the  Stanlies  in 
chefe  parts'}  the  bull,  the  jull  pre-eminence  of  its  cattle  over  other  counties ;  and  the 
royat-oak,  its  didinguiOied  loyalty  to  its  fovereign.  1  am  amazed  they  do  not  add  the 
Graces,  for  no  where  can  be  feen  a  more  numerous  rate  of  beauties. among  tfiat  order, 
who  want  every  advantage  to  fet  oS  th^r  native  charms'. 

May  ao.  Go  over  a  flat  country,  with  rufhy  fields  on  each  fide ;  crofs  the  Broke  and 
the  Calder }  fee  on  one  fide  Blazedale  fells,  and  on  the  other  Pelling  mofs,  which  fome 
years,  ago  made  an  eruption  ftmilar  to  that  of  Solway.  Crolsthe  Wier,  near  Garftang» 
on  a  bridge  of  two  arches ;  about  twelve  miles  lower  it  fwells  into  a  fine  harbour, 
whence  the  provincial  proverb,  as  fafe  as  Wier.  VeiTels  put  into  it  for  the  lail^cloth 
made  at  Kirkham. 

Break&ll  at  GaHtang,  a  fmall  town,  remarkable  for  the  fine  cattle  pinduced  in  its 
neighbourhood :  a  gentleihan  has  refufed  thirty  guineas  for  a  three-year-old  cow ;  has 
fold  a  calf  of  a  month's  age  for  ten  guineas^  and  bulls  for  an  hundred ;  and  has  killed 
an  ox  weighing  twenty*one  fcore  per  quarter,  exclufive  of  hide,  entrails,  &c.  Bulls  alfo 
have  been  -let  out  at  the  rate  of  .thirty  guineas  the  feafon  ;  fo  that  well  might  honeft 
Bamaby  *  celebrate  the  caule  of  this  place,  notwithllanding  the  tnisfortune  he  met  with 
in  on^  of  its  great  fairs. 

Veni  Garftarg  ubi  nati 
Sunt  Armenia  fronte  lua* 
Veni  Garftang,  ubi  male  , 

Intranirarum  bcftiak.  ' 
'  Forie  vaccillaado  tico 

Hvc  et  tlluc  cum  amico. 
In  JuvrncK  dorfum  rui 
Cujut  cornu  IxfuB  fui. 

-  Abundan(:e  of  pot^oes  are  raifed  about  the  place,  and  fent  to  London,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland. 

Sir  Edward  Walpole  is,  lord  of  this  manor,  his  &ther  having  obtained  a  grant  of  it 
from  the  crown. 

Near  the  town,  on  a  kiiowl,  is  a  fmgle  tower,  the  poor  remains  of  Grenehaughcaftle: 
it  V2&  built  by  the  firft  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby,  to  fecure  himfelf  in  his  new  pofleffions, 
the  forfated  eftates  of  the  Yorkifts,  who  did  not  bear,  without  refentment,  this  ufurpa- 
tion  on  their  property.  Among  the  attainted  lands,  which  were  vefted  in  bis  lordfliip, 
are  reckoned  fhofe  of  PUkington,  Broughton,  and  Wotton  t- 

Soon  after  leaving  GaHlang  the  country  grows  more  barren,  uneven,  or  flightlj 
billy..  From  a  common  called  the  Grave  have  a  fine  view  of 

Lancaller,  built  of  ftone,  and  lying  on  the  fide  of  a  hill :  the  cafUe,  built  by  Edward 
III.  I,  forms  one  great  objeft,  the  church  another ;  and  far  beyond  is  an  arm  of  the  fea, 
and  the  lofty  mountains  of  Fumefs  and  Cumberland.  TTie  town  is  not  regular,  but  is 
well  built,  and  contains  numbers  of  very  handlbme  houfes.  Every  llranger  muft  ad- 
mire the  front  of  Mr.  Noble's,  faced  with  ftone,  naturally  figured  with  views,  rivers, 
and  mountains,  in  the  feme  nature  with  the  pietra  imbojhata  and  ruitiata  of  the  Italians. 
The  inhabitants  are  alfo  fortunate  in  having  fome  very  ingenious  cabinet-makers  fettled 
here,  who  febricate  rooft  excellent  and  neat  goods  at  remarkably  cheap  rates,  which 
they  export  to  London  and  the  plantations.  Mr.  Gillow's'warehoufe  of  thefe  raanu- 
fadures  merits  a  vifiu 

•  Better  known  by  the  name  of  dniokea  Barnaby,  whs  liied  the  begiasbg  of  M  ceAtuty,  and  publiflied 
hii  four  Itinerariei  ia  Latin  rhyme. 

t  Leland'i  Itin.  W.  flj.  ■  ... 

%  VeuiltaMoiiuinenta,&c.publiibcdbrtheSoCKtr  ofAatiquanct,  N0.41. 
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It  U  a  tovn  of  much  commerce ;  has  fine  quays  on  the  river  Lune,  which  brings  up 
fiups  of  250  tons  burdenxlofe  to  the  place.  Forty  or  fifty  fhips  trade  from  hence  di- 
redly  to  Guinea  and  the  Weft  Indies ;  others  to^Norway.  Befides  the  cabinet  goods, 
fome  faii-cloth  is  manufadured  here ;  and  great  numbers  of  candles  are  exported  to  the 
Well  Indies.    Much  wheat  and  barley  is  imported. 

The  cuftom-houfe  is  a  fmalLbut  elegant  building,  with  a  portico  fupported  by  four 
Ionic  pillars,  with  a  beautiful  plainpediment :  each  pillar  is  mteen  feet  and  a  half  high» 
and  conlifts  of  a  0ngle  ftone.  There  is  a  double  Bight  of  fteps,  a  ruftic  furbafe  and 
coins  i  a  work  that  does  much  credit  to  Mr.  Gittow,  the  architeO. 

The  caftle  is  very  entire ;  has  a  moft  magnificent  fronts  coufifting  of  two  angular 
towers,  and  a  gateway  between,  and  within  i*.a  great  fquare  tower :  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  are  held  here  ;  and  here  are  k^t  the  prilbners  of  die  county,  in  a  fafe  yet  atry  con- 
finenient.  The  cafUe  and  town  were  furprifed  and  taken  immediately  after  the  ftorming 
of  Prefton,  by  'a  party  fent  from  thence  under  the  command  of  Serjeant-ma^r  Birch.  ' 

The  church  is  feated  on  an  enunence  near  the  callle,  and  commands  an  extenftve,  but 
not  a  pleafmg  view.  ,  Within  is  a  mural  monument  in  memory  of  Sir  Samuel  Eyres, 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  king's-bench  in  the  time  of  King  William ;  and  a  very  pom- 
pous infcripdon  on  the  grave-ftone  of  Tho.  Covell,  fix  times  mayor  of  the  town)  fony- 
eight  years  keeper  of  the  caflle,  forty-fix  years  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county,  captain 
(/the  freehold  land  of  the  hundred  of  Loiifdale  on  diis  fide  the  fands,  Sic.  kz,  died 
Aug.  I,  1639. 

Ceafe,  cnfe  to  dodtit,  all  tean  are  vain  aod  laH^  , 

He's  lied,  not  dead,  dlffolved,  not  deftroycd : 

In  heav'n  his  foul  doth  reft)  bis  body  here 

Sleep*  ID  this  duft,  and  hit  fame  every  where 
Triiwnphi;  the  tswo^  the  eouotryt  farther  forth,  _.„ 

The  land  ihroDghoM  procUim  hit  noble  worth.  ■   * 

Speak  of  B  maa  to  courteoua, 

^o  free  and  every  way  magnsnimeas ; 

That  ftory  told  at  large  here  do  you  fee 
-  Epitomized  in  brief,  CotcU  wae  be. 

This  is  given  as  a  fpedmen  of  an  epitaph  (a  very  extravagant,  that  the  living  mull 
laugh  to  read  ;  and  the  deceafed,  was  he  capable,  mufl  blufh  to  hear. 

This  was  one  of  the  churches  referred  by  Henry  VIII.  as  a  fanfluary  after  the  aboli- 
tion of, that  dangerous  privilege  in  the  reft  of  England. 

On  the  north  fide  pf  the  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  an  old  wall,  called  the  wery 
wall.  Camden  conjeflures  it  to  have  taken  its  name  from  Caerwerid,  or  the  green  ft)r. 
trefs,  the  Britifh  name  of  Lancafter ;  and  that  it  wiis  part  of  a  Roman  wall.  For  my 
pan,  with  Leiand,  I  furpe£t  it  to  have  been  part  of  the  encloTure  of  the  priory,  a  cell 
of  BenediAine  monks  of  St.  Martin,  at  Sees  in  France,  fuppreded  by  Henry  V.,.  and 
given  to  Sion  abby. 

The  Ihambles  of  this  town  muft  not  ,be  omitted  :  they  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  ftreet, 
at  the  public  expence ;  every  biucher  has  his  (hop,  and  his  name  painted  over  the  door. 

Crofs  the  Lune,  on  a  handfome  bridge  of  four  arches.  Since  I  vifited  this  town 
there  is  a  new  bri«lge  of  five  grebes,  built  a  litlle  above  the  other,  which  is  yet  ftanding. 
Turn  to  the  left,  and  after  four  miles  riding  reach  Hefs  bank,  and  at  low  water  crofs 
the  arm  of  the  fea,  the  Moricanibe  of  Ptolemy,  that  divides  this  part  of  the  county  from 
the  hundred  of  Furnefe,  a  detached  traft  peninfulated  by  the  lea,  lake,  or  river,  a  me- 
lancholy ride  of  eleven  miles ;  the  profpect  on  fill  fides  quite  lavage,  high  barrel?  hills 
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indented  by  the  fea,  or  dreary  wet  fands,  rendered  more  .horrible  by  the  spproach  of 
night,  and  a  tempelluoue  evening,  obfcured  by  the  driving  of  black  cloudg.  Beneath' 
the  fhade  difcemed  Amfide  tower,' the  property  of  the  Stanlies  for  fome  centurie*. 
Here  the  county  of  Weftmoreland  intrudes  into  the  eftu.iry,  and  totally  feparates  the 
hundred  of  Loynfdale  from  the  reft  ,of  LancaQure.  Before  us  was  an  exteafive  but 
'Amllow  ford,  formed  by  the  Kem  and  other  rivers,  now  paSed  with  trouble  by  the  beat- 
ing of  the  waves. 

At  the  entrance  into  this  water  am  met  by  a  guide,  called  here  die  carter,  who  is 
maintained  by  the  public,  and  obliged  i&  all  weathers  to  attend  here  from  fun-rife  to 
fun-fet,  to  conduft  pafiengers  over. 

Three  miles  from  the  Ihore  is  Carhnel,  a  fmall  town  mtb  mod  hregular  ftreets,  lying; 
in  a  vak  furrounded  witli  high  hills.  The  gateway  of  the  monafteiy  of  regular  canons 
of  St.  Auflin,  founded  in  i  j  88  by  William  Marefchal,  £arI;of  Pembroke,  is  flill  {land- 
ing :  but  this  had  long  been  holy  ground.  £gfrid.  King  of  die  Northumbrians,  who 
■  reigned  between  the  years  €70  and  685,  gave  to  St,  Cuthbert  all  the  trail  called  Carth- 
mell  and  all  the  Britains  cm  it,  and  a  town  called  Sudgetluit  * ;  a  proof  of  theieogth  of 
time  that  the  natives  of  our  Hland  inhabited  this  part. 

Thechurch  isbwgejand  infbrmof  acrofs:  the  length  is  157  feet  j  thetranfept  no; 
the  height  57.  The  fteeple  is  moft  iingular,  the  tower  being  a  fquare  within  a  fquare  ; 
the  upper  part  being  fet  diagonally  within  the  lower.  The  lofide  of  the  church  is 
handfome  and  ^acious :  the  centre  fupported  by  four  large  and  fine  clufter^  pillars : 
the  weft  part  more  modem  than  the  reft,  and  the  pillars  oftagonal.  The  choir  beauti- 
ful, furrounded  with  ftalls,  whofe  tops  and  fallars  are  finely  carved  with  foliage,  and 
with  the  inftruments  of  the  pafEon  al>ove. 

On  one  fide  is  the  tomb-ftone  of  WilUam  de  Walton,  with  a  crofs  on  St.  He  was 
dther  firft  or  fecond  prior  of  this  place.  The  infcription  is  only  "  Hie  jacet  frater 
Wilelmus  de  Walton  prior  de  Cartmel." 

On  the  other  is  a  magnificent  tomb  of  a  Harrington  and  his  lady,  both  lie  recum- 
■bent  benejuh  a  fine  carved  and  open  work  arch,  decorated  with  variety  of  fuperftitious 
figures  ;  and  on  the  furbafe  are  grotefque  forms  of  chaunting  monks.  He  lies  with  bis 
legs  acrofs,  a  fign  that  he  had  obtained  that  privilege  by,  the  merits  of  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  lioly  land,  or  a  crufade.  He  is  laid  to  have  been  one  of  the  Harringtons  of  Wraf- 
holm  tower,  his  lady  a  Huddlefton  of  Millam  caftle.  It  is  probably  the  effigies  of  Sir 
John  de  Harrington,  who  in  1305  was  fummoned  by  Edw.  I.,  with  numbers  of  other 
gallant  gentlemen,  to  meet  him  at  Carlifle,  and  attend  him  on  his  expedition  into  Scot- 
land ;  and  was  then  knighted  along  with  PrinceEdward,  with  bathing,  and  other  facred 
ceremonies  f. 

The  mMiument  ereSed  by  Chriftopher  Rawlinfon  of  Carkhall,  in  Cartmel,  deferves 
mention,  being  in  memory  of  his  grandfather,  father,  and  mother.  The  laft^  a  monk, 
defcended  from  a  Tho.  Monk  of  Devonlhire,  by  Frances  Flantagenet,  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  Arthur  Vifcount  Ufle,  fon  of  Edw.  IV. ;  and  this  Chriftopher  dying  without 
iflue,  was  the  laft  male  by  the  mother's, fide  of  that  great  tine. 

In  a  fide  chapel  is  the  burial-place  of  the  Lowthers ;  among  other  monuments  is  a 
neat  but  fmall  one  of  the  late  Sir  William.       .'     ~  ' 

May  ai.  Pafs  through  fome  fields,  a  ftrange  mixture  of  pafture,  rock,  and  fmall 
groves.  Defcenda  hill  to  Holker,  once  the  feat  of  the"  family  of  ihe  Preftons,  fince  the 
property  of  the  Lowthers,  and  lately  that  of  Lord  George  Cavendifli :  a  large  irregular 

•  Hift.  St.  Cuthbot  in  Hift.  Angl.  ScripL  i.  69.  f  Dugdak't  8««iuigr,  I[.  ^g. 
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houfe,  featcd  in  a  pretty  park,  well  wooded ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  houfe  is  arange 
of  low  rocky  hills,  direfting  the  eye  to  an  imtnenfe  chain  of  lofty  mountains. 

AtHolker  arefeveral  good  piftures:  among  the  portraits,  the  beautiful,  abandonet^j    " 
vindiftive,  violent  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland,  millrefs  to  Charles  II.  by  Leiy. 

A  Mrs.  Lowther  by  the  fame.  '  - 

Admiral  Penn,  drefled  in  black,  with  a  cravat  and  fafli,  long  hair,  and  of  a  good 
hoDeft  countenance.  He  rofe  very  early  in  life  to  the  higheft  naval  commands  ;  was  a 
captain  at  twenty  one,  rear  admiral  of  Ireland  at  twenty-three,  general  in  the  firft 
Dutch  war  at  thirty-two  ;  difgraced  and  imprifoned  by  Cromwell  for  his  unfuccefsful 
attempt  on  St.  Domingo,  though  he  added,  in  that  very  expedition,  Jamaica  to  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  :  on  the  reftoration,  commanded  under  the  Buke  of  York 
in  the  fame  ftiip,  at  the  great  fea  fight  of  1665,  when  the  laurels  of  the  firft  day  were 
blafted  by  the  unfortunate  inaflivity  of  the  fecond  ;  for  where  princes  are  concerned, 
the  truth  of  mifcarriages  feldom  appears.  He  foon  after  retired  from  the  fcrvice,  and 
died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-nine. 

The  late  Sir  James  Lowther  ;  a  charafter  too  well  known  to  be  dwelt-on. 

The  head  of  'i'homas  Wriothefly,  Earl  of  Southampton,  the  friend  of  Clarendon, 
and  virtuous  treafurer  of  the  firft  years  after  the  reftoration. 

His  lady,  Jeaning,  on  a  globe.  ,  . 

A  very  fine  head  of  a  Prefton,  in  black,  a  ruff,  fhort  grey  hair,  round  beardy 

A  head  called  that  of  an  Ear)  Douglafs,  with  this  infcription :  **  Novis  paucos  fecura 
quies,  aet.  fuse.  xxii.  A.  M.  D.  xi."  On  the  head  a  black  bonnet,  cobntcnance  good, 
beard  brown,  drefs  black. 

A  fine  head  of  Vandyck,  when  young,  leaning  :  by  himfelf. 

An  old  man  reading,  and  a  boy,  on  wood,  marked  j.  w.  Stap. 

Two  boys  at  dice,  and  a  woman  looking  on :  a  fine  piece  by  Morillio. 

St;  Francis  d'Aflize^  kneeling,  very  fine.  And  variety  of  other  good  paintings.. 
Among  them  four  by  Claude  Lorraine. 

Crofa  another  tra^  of  lands,  three  miles  in  breadth,  and  am  conduded  through  the 
ford  by  another  Carter.     This  officer  was  originally  maintained  by  the  priory  of  Coni- 
fhed ;  but  at  the  dilTolution  the  King  charged  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  with  the  pa]^»  ' 
mait :  fince  that  time  it  is  held  by  patent  of  the  ducchy  of  Lancafter,  and  the  falary  is 
paid  by  the  receiver-general.     Reach 

Ulverfton,  a  town  of  about  three  thoufand  fouls,  feated  near  the  water  fide,  and  is  ap- 
proachable at  high  water  by  veflels  .of  a  hundred  an,!  Rhytans;  has  a  good  trade Ja 
iron  ore,  pig  and  bar  iron,  bark,  lime-ftone,  oats  and  barley,  and  much  beans,  which 
laft  are  fent  to  Liverpool,  for  the  food  of  the  poor  enflaved  negroes  in  the  Guinea 
trade.  Numbers  of  cattle  are  fold  out  of  the  neighbourhood,  but  the  commerce  ia 
general  declines  j  at  prefent  there  are  'not  above  fixty  velfels  belonging  to  the  place  j 
iorraerly  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  moftly  let  out  to  freight  j  but  both  inafter  and  fai. 
brs  go  now  to  Liverpool  for  employ'. 

Quantities  ot  potatoes  are  raifed  here  ;  and  fuch  is  the  increafe  that  450  bu&ets 
have  been  got  from  a  fingle  acre  of  ground.  Some  wheat  is  raifed  in  low  Fumefs, 
near  the  fea,  and  in  the  ifie  of  Walney  :  but  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts  have  but  re« 
cently  applied  themfelves  to  hufbandry.  Among  the  manures  fea-fand  and  five  muf- 
cles  are  frequently  ufed  :  but  till  within  thefe  twenty  years  even  the  ufe,of  dung  was 
fcarcely  known  to  them. 

Make  an  excurfion  of  four  miles  to  the  weft,  to  vlfit  the  great  iron  mines  at  "Whit- 
rigs  ;  the  ore  is  found  in  immenfe   beds  beneath  two  ftrala,  one  of  pinnel  or  coarfe 
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gratel,  about  fifteen  yards  thick :  the  next  is  Ume-flone  of  twenty  yards :  the  (Iratunc 
of  ore  is  rather  uncertain  in  extent,  but  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  yards  thick,  and  forty  ia 
extent ;  and  fometimes  two  hundred  tons  have  been  taken  up  in  a  week,  A  cubic 
yard  of  ore  weighs  three  tons  and  a  half:  the  common  produce  of  metal  is  one  ton' 
■  from  thirty-five  to  forty  hundred  of  ore ;  but  fome  has  been  fo  rich  as  to  yield  a  ton  of 
iron  from  twenty  feven  hundred  of  the  mineral. 

'The  ore  lies  in  vaft  heaps  about  the  mines,  fo  as  to  form  perfect  mountains  ;  is  of 
that  fpecies  called  by  mineralogifis  hxmatites  and  Iddney-ore';  is  red,  very  greafy,  aad- 
defiling.  The  iron  race  that  inhabit  the  mining  villages  exhibit  a  llrange  appearance  : 
men,  women  and  children  are  perfe£ly  dyed  with  it,  and  even  iniiocent  babes  quickly 
aflume  the  bloody  complexion  of  the  foil. 

The  ore  is  carried  on  board  the  Ihipe  for  i  ss.  p&r  ton,  each  ton  a  i  hundred ;  and  the 
adventurers  pay  is.  6d.  per  ton  farm  for  liberty  of  raififlg  it.  It  is  entirely  fmeltedi 
with  wood  charcoal,  but  is  got  in  fuch  quantities  that  wood  in  thefe  parts  is  fometimeS' 
'  wanting ;  fo  that  charcoal  is.  fometimes  procured  from  the  poor  woods  of  Mull,  and  otbee 
of  the  Hebrides.    The  port  to  thefe  mines  is  Barrow,  about  fire  miles  to  the  fouth  weft. 

Thefe  mines  have  been  worked  above  four  hundred  years  ago,  as  appears  by  the  grant  ■ 
of  William  of  Lancafter,  Lord  of  Kendal,  to  the  priory  of  Coniflied,  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, of  the  mine  of  Plumpton,  probably  pan  of  the  prefent  von- ;  which  he  conveys 
"  liberointroitu  et  exitu  ad  duos  equos  cum  hominibus  minam  cariandam,  &c.  *" 

The  velliges  of  the  ancient  workmgs  are  very  frequent,  and  apparent  enoughs  from 
the  vaft  hollows  in  the  earth  wherever  they  have  funk  io. 

From  one  of  the  banks  have  a  great  view  of  the  lower  Kumefs,.  as  far  as  appears,  a. 
woodldTs  trad,  and  the  tfle  of  Walney,  flretching  along  the  coaft,  and  forming  to  it  a 
febure  counterfcarp  from  the  rage  of  the  fea.  At  the  fouth  end  is  Peel  caftle,  originally 
built,  and  fupported  by  the  abbey  of  Funiefs,  and  garrifoned  with  fixty  men,  as  a  pro- 
te^on  a^^unft  the  Scots. 

The  abbey  lies  oppofite,  and  the  very  ruins  evince  its  former  magnificence  f.  It 
was  founded  in  1 127,  by  Stephen  Earl  of  Moriton  of  Bologne,  afterwards  King  of 
England,  or  rather  removed  by  him  from  Tulket  in  Aundimefs.  The  monks  were- 
origioally  of  the  order  of  Tirenenfians,  of  the  rule  of  St.  Benedi^^  but  afixrwards  be- 
came  Cillercians  {. 

The  little  Tarn,  or  water  called  Standing  Tarn,  is  within  fight ;  it  is  of  confiderae 
depth,  and  abounds  with  pike,  roach,  and  eels  ;  alfo  with  lar^e  trout ;  and  is  remark* 
able  for  having  no  vifible  outlet,  but  difcharges  it^  waters  by  fome  fubterruieous  pafiage.^ 

See,  towards  die  North,  at  a  fmall  diHance,  the  bill  of  Black-Coomb,  in  Cumberland. 
Ofira  vifible  from  Flintlhire,  and  an  in&llible  pre^e  to  us  of  bad  weather.  I  found 
from  the  report  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts,  that  the  appearance  of  our-  country  is* 
equally  ominous  to  them,  and  equally  unacceptable. 

See  Swartz-moor  ball,  near  which  Martin  Swartz  and>  his  Germans  encamped  in 
1467,  with  Lambert  Simnel,  in  order  to  colle£l  forces  in  thefe  parts,  before  his  attempt- 
to  wreft  the  crown  from  Henry  VJK.  He  was  fupported  by  Sir  Thomas  Broughton,  a 
f;entleinan  of  this  neighbourhood,  who,  efcaping  afterwards  from  the  battle  of  Stoke, 
ike  our  Owen-Glendwr,  lived  many  years  (when  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  flain) 
in  great  obfcurity,  fupported  by  his  bitfaful- tenants  in  Weftmoreland.- 

'  Dugdale,  ii,  425. 

f  Fmclr  en^KQ  amoDg  the  newt  publiDicd  by  the  fociety  of  Antiqimie*. 

X  Dugdalc,  I.  704.  A^  excellent  aod  full  account'  of  tU«  »bbey  tuu  been  lately  publilbed,  by  Mc 
Tbgii«.Veft.  JV!*  '    I 
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And  in  after-times  the  melancholy  ffHiit  of  George  Fox,  the  fisundir  of  quakerifcn, 
took  pofleflion  of  Swartz-moor  halt,  firtl  captivating  the  heart  of  a  widows'  the  relid  of 
judge  Fell,  the  then  inhabitant,  moving  her  congenial  foul  to  refign  herfelf  to  him  la 
the  bonds  of  matrimony.  From  thence  he  falli«l  forth,  and  I  tnm,  uninteatioDally, 
gave  rife  to  a  crowd  of  fpiritual  Quixotes  (difowned  indeed  by  his  admirers,  as  his 
genuine  followers)  who  for  a  period  difturbed  mankind  with  all  the  ezt^vagancies  that 
enthufiafm  could  invent. 

Return  to  Ulverllon,  and  dine  with  Mr.  Kendal  of  that  place,  who  flieired  me  ertrr 
civility.  In  his  polTeflion  faw  a  fmgular  tripodal  jug,  found  in  the  ndghbourhood :  it 
was  vide  at  the  bottom,  and  narrow  at  the  top,  with  afpout  and  handle  made  of  a 
mixed  metal ;  the  height  of  the  ve0el  wds  eight  inches-  three  quarters,  of  the  feet  two 
'  three  quarters.  One  of  the  fame  kind  was  found  in  the  county  of  Down  *,  in  Ireland ; 
yet  probably  both  might  be  Roman,  the  lad  brought  by  accident  into  that  kingdom  i 
for  Mr.  Gordon,  tab.  43.   has  given  the  figure  of  one  carved  on  the  fide  of  an  altar. 

Proceed  by  Newland  iron  furnace ;  afcend  a  high  hill,  whofe  very  top,  as  well  as 
others  adjacent,  appears  welt  peopled.  Defcend  to  Fenny-bridge,  o^  Crakeford, 
where  a  Ihip  of  1 50  tons  was  then  building.  Furnaces  abound  in  thefe  parts,  and  vari- 
ous fom  of  implements  of  hufbandry  are  made  here. 

Keep  along  a  narrow  glen  on  excellent  roads,  amidd  tluck  coppices,  or  brulh  woods 
of  various  forts  of  trees,  many  of  them  planted  ezpre&ly  foe  the  ufe  of  the  furnaces  or 
bloomeries.  They  confift  chiefly  of  birch  and  hazel :  not  maoy  years  ^o  flup  loads 
of  nuts  have  been  exported  from  hence.  The  woods  are  great  ornaments  to  the  coun- 
,  try,  for  they  creep  high  up  the  bills :  The  owners  cut  them'^  down  in  equal  porticms,  in 
the  rotation  of  fixteen  years,  and  rufe  regular  rerenues  out  of  them ;  and  often  fu- 
perior  to  the  rent  of  their  land,  for  freeholders  of  fifteen  or  twenty-iire  pounds  per 
annum,  are.  known  to  make  conllantly  fixty  pounds  a  year  from  their  woods.  The 
fomaces  for  tbefe.lafl  fixty  years  have  brought  a  great  deal  of  wealth  into  diis  country. 

Obferve  that  the  tops  ofall  the  afli  trees  were  lopped ;  and  was  informed  that  it  was 
done  to  feed  the  cattle  in  Autumn,  when  the  grafs  was  on  the  decline :  the  cattle  peel- 
ing off  the  bark  as  a  food.  In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  the  inhatHtants  of  Coltcm  and 
Hawkfliead  fells  remonftrated  againft  the  number  of  bloomeries  then  in  the  country, 
becaufe  they  confumed  all  the  toppings  and  croppiags,  the  fole  winter  food  for  their 
cattle.  The  people  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Queen  the  rent  fhe  received  from  thefe  works, 
on  condition  they  were  fupprefied.  Thefe  rents  now  called  Bloom  Smithy,  are  paid  to 
the  crown  to  this  day,  notwithllanding  the  improved  lUte  of  the  country  has  rendered 
the  ufe  of  the  former  indulgence  needlefs. 

Keep  by  the  fide  of  the  river  Crake :  near  its  difcharge  from  Coninfton  mere,  at  a 
place  called  Waterfoot,  lay  abundance  of  Hate  brought  down  by  water  from  the  qnarries 
m  the  fells :  obferved  alfo  great  heaps  of  birch  befoms,  which  are  atfo  articles  for  ex- 
portation. 

Reach  Coninfton  or  Thurdatn  water;  a  beautiful  lake,  about  fcven  meafured  miles 
l«Qg ;  and  the  greateft  breadth  three  quarters :  the  greatefl  depth  fro-n  thirty  to  fony 
bthoms.  At  £e  S.  end  it  is  narrowed  by  the  proieftion  of  feveral  little  headlands 
nmning  far  into  the  water,  and  forming  between  them  feveral  pretty  bays.  A  little 
higher  up  the  wideft  part  commences  :  from  thence  it  runs  quite  ftrait  to  the  end,  not 
incurvated  as  the  maps  make  it.  Thefilh'of  this  water  are  charr  and  pike:  a  few  years 
^tbe£rft  wepe  fold  for3s.  6d.  perdozen,  but  thanks  to  the  luxury  of  the  times,  are 
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BOW  raifed  to  eight  or  nine  fliiUings.  The  fcenery  about  this  lake,  which  is  fcarcely 
mentioned,  is  extremely  noble.  The  E.  and  W.  fides  are  bounded  by  high  hills  often 
wooded ;  but  in  genera)  rompofed  of  grey  rock,  and  coarfe  vegetation  ;  much  juniper 
creeps  along  the  furface,  and  fome  beautiful  hollies  are  finely  iniermixed.  At  the  north- 
wellern  estrertiity  the  va{i:  mountains  called  Coninfton  fells,  form  a  magnificent  mafs.. 
In  the  midft  is  a  grrat  bofom,  retiring  inward,  which  affords  great  quantities  of  fine 
flate.  The  trade  in  this  article  has  of  late  been  greatly  improved,  and  tiie  value  of  the 
quarries  highly  encreafed  :  a  work  that  twenty  years  ago  did  not  produce  to  the  land- 
lord forty  {hillings,  at  prefent  brings  in  annually  as  many  pounds  :  and  the  whole  quan- 
tity at  this  time  exported  yearly  from  thefe  mounnins,  is  about  two  thoufand  tons.  At 
their' feet  is  a  fmall  cultivated  trafl,  filled  with  good  farm  houfes,  and  near  the  water 
edge  is  the  village  and  church  of  Coninfton.  Formerly  thcfe  mnuntains  yielded  cop. 
per  ;  but  of  lata  the  works  have  been  neglefled  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  ore. 

Leave  the  fides  of  tbe  lake,  and  afcend  a  fleep  hill,  furrounded  with  woods.  From 
the  fummit  have  a  fine  view  of  the  lake,  the  llupendous  fells,  and  a  winding  chafm  be- 
peatfa  fome  black  and  fenrated  mountains. 

The.  fields,  in  thofe  parts  are  often  fenced  with  rows  of  great  flates ;  which  no  horfes 
will  attempt  leaping.  See  at  a  diftance  a  piece  of  Winander  mere,  and  that  of  Eaft- 
thwaite ;  defc«id  the  hill,  and  foon  reach  the  fmall  town  of  Hawkfiiead,  feated  in  a  fertile 
bottom.  In  the  church  is  an  altar  tomb,  with  the  effigies  of  William  Sandys,  and  Mar-  ■ 
garet  his  wife,  moft  rudely  cut  in  ftone,  and  done  by  order  of  his  fon  Edwin,  Archbifliop 
of  York,  who  was  bom  in  a  fmall  houfe  in  this  neighbourhood.  Round  the  tomb  is 
thisinfcriptioh: 

Conditur  hoc  tumulo,  Guilielinus  Sandes  et  uior, 
-  Coi  Margarets  noihcn  et  oroen  erat. 
Atmigtr  ille  foil  prrcharot  rfgibws  olttn,  "' 

HU  fed  exemplar  retigionb  erat. 
Conjueii  fueraat  aequati  forte  beati. 

Felices  opi'bus,  ftcmmacci  prole  fiJe. 

Quosamoret  pietas  la:to  conjunxit  codem  ; 

Tio9  fub  tps  n"tfe  cotitinat  illt  lap«. 


May  22d,  kave  HawkOiead,  and  ride  by  the  fide  of  Utfwick.mere,  about  two  miles 
long,  and  three  quarters  broad  j  on  each  fide  ornamented  with  a  pretty  elevated  penin-. 
fula,  jutting  far  into  the  water.  Its  fifh  are  perch,  called  here  bafs,  pike,  eels,  but  na 
trout.  The  eels  defcend  in  multitudes  through  the  river  that  flows  from  this  mere  into- 
Winander,  beginning  their  migration  with  the  firll-  floods  after  midfummer  ;  and  ceafe; 
on  the  firft  fnows.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  take  great  numbers  in  wheels  at  that 
feafon ;  when  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  eels  are  going  into  the  fait  water :  and  that  they 
return  in  fpring.  . 

The  roads  are  excellent  amidfl  fine  woods  with  grey  rocks  patched  with  mpfs  rifmg 
above.  In  one  place  obferyed  a  Holly  park,  a  trad  preferred  entirely  for  flieep,  who 
vefed  in  winter  with  the  croppings.  Wild  cats  inhabit  in  too  great  plenty  thefe  woods 
Vid  rocks. 

The  Lichen  Tartareus,  or  ftone  rag,  as  it  is  called  here,  incrufts  moft  of  the  fianes : 
is  gathered  for  the  ufe  of  the  dyers  by  the"  peafants,  who  fell  it  at  a  penny  per  pound, 
and  can  colled  two  ftone  weight  of  it  in  a  day. 

Reach  Graithwaite,  the  feat  of  "Mr.  Sandys  ;  andfromthe  cats  cl^ig,  an  eijiiqence 

near  the  houfe,  have  an  extenfive  view  up  and  down  the  water  of  Winander,  for  feve- 

ral  miles.    The  variety  of  beautiful  bays  that  indenMhe  ibore ;  the-fine  wooded  rifings 
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(hat  bound  each  fide  ;  and  the  norlhern  termination  of  lofty  fults  patched  with  fnow, 
compofe  a  fcene  the  motl  pitlurefque  that  can  be  imagined. 

See  on  the  plain  part  of  tHpfo  hills  numbers  of  fpriages  for  woodcocks,  laid  between 
tuftsof  heath,  with  avenues  of  fmall  ftones  on  each  fule  to  direft  thefe  foolifh  birds  into 
the  fnarcs,  for  they  will  not  hop  over  the  pebbles.  Multitudes  are  taken  in  tliis  man- 
ner in  the  open  weather;  and  fold  no  ihe  fpot  for  fixteen  pence  or  twenty  pence  a 
couple  (about  20  years  ago  at  fix  pence  or  feven  pence)  and  fent  to  the  all-devouring 
capital,  by  the  Kendal  ftage. 

After  breakfait,  take  boat  at  a  little  neighbouring  creek,  and  have  a  mod  advantage- 
ous view  of  tliia  beautiful  lake,  being  favoured  with  a  calm  day  and  fine  (ky.  'Ihe 
length  of  this  water  is  about  twelve  miles;  tiie  breadth  about  a  mile;  for  the  width  is 
unequal  from  the  multitude  of  pretty  bays,  that  give  fuch  an  defiant  fniuofity  to  its 
fliores,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  eaft,  or  the  Weftmoreland  fide.  The  horns  of  thi.'fe  httle 
port^  project  far,  and  are  finely  wooded  ; .  as  are  all  the  lefler  hills  thiit  (kirt  the  water. 

At  a  dillance  is  another  feries  of  hills,  lofty,  rude,  grey  and  moffy  ;  and  above  the^n. 
foar  the  immenfe  heights  of  the  fells  of  Coninfton,  the  mountains  of  Wrynofe  and 
Hard-knot,  and  the  conic  points  of  Langden  fells;  all  except  the  firft  in  Cumberland. 

The  waters  are  difcharged  out  at  the  iouth  end,  at  Newbv-bridgc,  with  a  rapid  pre- 
cipitous current,  then  aiTume  the  name  of  Levon,  and  after  a  courfe  of  two  miles  fall 
into  the  eftuary  called  the  Leven  fands.  The  depth  of  this  lake  is  various,  from  four 
yards  and  a  half  to  feveoty-four,  and  excepting  near  the  fidos,  the  bottom  is  entirely 
rocky  :  in  fome  places  are  vait  fubaqueous  precipices,  the  rock  falling  at  once  perpen- 
dicular, for  the  depth  of  twenty  yards,  within  forty  of  the  Ihore ;  and  the  fame  depth  is 
preferved  acrofs  the  channel.  The  fall  of  the  Leven,  from  the  lake  to  high  water 
mark,  is  ninety  feet ;  the  deepeft  part  of  the  lake  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  beneath 
that  point. 

The  boatmen  direSed  their  courfe  northward,  and  brought  us  by  the  heathy  ifle  of 
Lingholm,  and  the  far  projefting  cape  of  Rawlinfon's  Nab.  On  the  left  hand  obferve 
the  termination  of  Lancalhire,  juil  fouth  of  the  ilor,  a  great  promontory  in  Weftmore- 
land,  all  the  Remaining  wellem  fide  is  claimed  by  the  firit;  but  Weitmoreland  bounds- 
the  reft,  fo  has  the  faireft  claim  Jo  call  iifeif  owner  of  this  fuperb  water. 

On  doubling  the  ftor  a  new  expanfe  opened  bLtore  us  ;  left  the  little  ifle  of  Grow- 
holme  on  the  right,  traverfed  the  lake  towards  the  horfc  ferry,  and  a  titrle  beyond,  tlie 
great  Holme  of.thirty  acres  croffes  the  water,  and  conceals  the  reft.  This  dehcious  ifle 
isbleli  with  a  rich  padurage,  is  adorned  with  a  pretty  grove,  and  has  on  it  a  good 
boufe. 

It  has  been  the  fortune  of  this  beautiful  retreat  often  to  change  mafters  :  the  flatter^ 
ing  hopes  of  the  charms  of  retirement  have  mifled  feveral  to  purchafe  it  from' the  lali 
cheated  own^r,  who  after  a  Utile  time  difcovered,  that  a  constant  enjoyment  of  the  fame 
objefts,  delightful  as  they  were,  foon  fatiated.  There  mull:  be  fomething  more  than 
external  charms  to  make  a  retreat  from  the  world  long  endurable;,  the  quaUfications 
requifite  fell  to  the  (hare  of  a  very  few  ;  without  them  difguft-and  wearinefs  wiUfooft 
invade  their  privacy,  notwithfl:anding  they  courted  it  with  all  the  pailion  and  all  the 
romance  with  which  the  poet  did  his  miftrefs  •. 

Sic  ego  fceretis  poffum  bene  TiVerc  fyhh. 

Qua  nulla  huiuano  iit  via  tiila  pede. 
Tu  mihi  curarom  requies,  Ui  4io^  vtl  dtra 

Lumen,  ct  in  toUi  tu  mihi  turba  locis. 
•■Tibulluiiv,  13,9. 
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rFrom  this  illand  b^gan  a  new  and  broader  extent  of  waljicr,  bounded  on  the  well  by  the 
bold  and  lofty  face  of  a  fteep  hill,  patched  with  the  deep  green  of  vafl  vcws  and  hollies, 
that  embettiOied  its  naked 'flope.  This  expanfe  is  varied  with  feveral  very  pretty  iiles, 
fome  bare,  others  juft  appesir  above  water,  tufted  with  trees  :  on  the  north-eaft  fide  is 
the  appearanceof  much  cultivation;  a  tra^tnear  the  vilhige«f  Bouhiefs  falls  gently  to 
the  water  edge,  and  rifes  again  far  up  a  high  and  large  mountain,  beyond  which  is  a 
gratid  flcreen  of  ochers,  the  pointed  heads  of  Troutbeck  fells,  the  raft  rounded  maft 
of  FairBeld,  and  the  Aill  higher  fummit  of  RydaL 

^  Land,  and  dine  in  Weftmoreland  at  BoulneTs,  anciently  called  Winander,  giving 
name  to  4he  lake  ;  and  am  liere  treated  with  mofl:  delicate  trout  and  perch,  the  fifli  of 
this  \«ater.  The  charris  found  here  in  great  plenty,  and  of  a  fize  fuperior  to  thofe  in 
'  Wales.  They  fpawn  about  Michaelmas,  in  the  river  Brathay,  which,  with  the  Row< 
thay  are  the  great  feeds  of  the  lake,  preferring  the  rocky  bottom  of  rfie  former  to  the 
gravelly  boitom  of  the  other.  Thef  filhermen  diftinguilh  two  varieties,  the  cafe-^harr 
and  the  geltcharr,  i.  e.  a  fifli  which  hsd  not  fpawned  the  laft  feafen,  aad  efleemed  by 
them  the  more  delicate :  this  fpawns  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  the  end  of  March, 
and  never  afcendc  the  river,  but  fele^  for  that  purpofe  the  moft  gravelly  parts  of  the 
lake,  and  that  which  abounds  moft  with  fprings.  ft  is  taken  in  greateft  plenty  from  the. 
end  of  September  to  the  end  of  November,  but  at  other  times  is  very  rarely  met  with. 

The  monks  of  the  abbey  of  Fiimefs  bad  a  grant  from  William  of  Lancaller,  privileg- 
ing them  >to  fith  on  this  water  with  one  boat  and  twenty  nets ;  but  in  cafe  any  of  the 
fervants  belonging  to  the  abbey,  and  fo  employed,  mifbehaved  themfelves,  they  were 
to  be  chaflifed  by  the  lord  of  the  water  j  and  in  cafe  they  refufed  to  fubmit,  the  abbot 
was  bound  to  difcharge  them,  and  make  them  forfeit^hdr  wages  for  their  delinquency*. 

iRemount  my  borfe,  and  continue  my  journey  along  the  udes  of  the  lake,  and  from 
an  eminence  about  half  a  mile  N.  of  the  village  of  Boulnefs,  have  a  fine  view  of  the 
water  and  all  its  windings ;  and  obferve  that  the  lafl  bend  points  very  far  to  the  weft. 

On  advancing  towards  the  end  have  an  auguft  prt^ped  of  the  whole  range  of  thefe 

northern  apennmes,  exhibiting  all  the  variety  of  grandeur  in  the  uniform  immenfe  mafs, 

the  conic  fummit,  the  broken  ridge,  and  the  overhanging  crag,  with  the  deep  chafm4ike 

pafiages  far  winding  along  their  bafes,  rendered  more  horrible  by  the  blKkeung  fltade 

'  of  the  rocks. 

Among  the  birds  which  pofle&  thb  exalted  traQ,  the  eagles  are  ttie  firft  in  rank : 
they  breed  in  many  places.  If  one  is  killed,  the  other  gets  a  new  mate,  and  retains  its 
ancioit  aery.  Thofe  who  take  their  nefts  find  in  them  remains  of  great  numbers  of 
.  .moor  game :  they  are  befides  very  pernicious  to  the  heronries :  it  is  remarked,  in  the 
laying  feafon  of  the  herons,  whm  the  eagles  terrify  them  from  their  nefts,  that  crows, 
watctung  the  opportunity,  will  fteal  away  their  eggs. 

The  red  deer  which  AiU  run  wild  in  Martindaie£»elt,  fomedmes  flraggle  into  thofe 
parts. 

Reach  Amblefide,  a  fmall  town  above  the  extremity  of  the  take :  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  pam  are  very  induflrious ;  are  much  employed  in  knitting  ftockings  for  Kendal 
market ;  in  fpinning  woollen  yam,  and  in  making  thread  to  weave  their  Unfies.  Hie 
countenances  of  the  people  begin  to  alter ;  efpecialiyin  the  tender.fex ;  the  face  begiia 
.to  fquare,  and  the  cheek  bone  begins  to  fife,  as  if  fymptomatic  of  my  approaching  to- 
wards North  Britain. 

Below  Amblefide,  in  a  meadow  near  the  river  Brathay,  is  a  Roman  camp,  the  fup. 

pofed  Didis  of  the  Noiitia,  where  coins,  bricks,  &c.  have  been  often  found.    The  out. 

*  Dugdak  Monaft.  I.  jot. 
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Ine  of  the  work  is'{lilt  vifible,  and  its  extent  is  four  hundred  feet  one  way,  and  three 
hundred  the  other :  it  was  the  ftation  of  part  of  the  cohort  of  the  Numerus  Neniorum 
Di£lenfium,  and  placed  very  conveniently  to  command  feveral  pafles. 

May  33.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Amblefide,  fee  RydaUhali,  the  houfe  of  Sir 
Michael  le  Fleming,  placed  in  a  moll  'magnificent  fituation  ;.  having  the  lake  full  in 
front,  a  rich  intervening  fore-ground ;  and  on  each  fide  a  ftupendous  guard  of  moun* 
tains.  This  family  have  been  fixed  in  the  north  ever  fince  the  conquelt,  and  became 
owners  of  Rydal-hall  by  a  marriage  with  one  of  the  coheirefTeS)  daughter  of  Sir  John 
de  Lancafler,  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  > 

Storkgill  force,  near  Amblefide^  and  two  cafcades  near  Rydal-hall,  deferve  avifit 
firom  the  traveller. 

Near  the  houfe  is  a.  lofty  rocky  brae,  doodled  with  multitudes  of  gigantic  yews  and  * 
hollies,,  that  from  their  fize  and  antiquity,  give  it  a  moll  venerable  appearance ;  and  not 
£ur  from  its  foot  is  Rydal  water,  about  a  mile  long,  beautified  with  little  illes. 

Go  through  Rydat  pafa,  or  in  the  dialeft  of  the  country,  Rydal  haws,  or  gullet. 
Ride  through  Gnds-mere,  a  fertile  vale  with  a  lake  clofed  at  the  end  by  a  noble  pyra- 
uidal  mountain,  called  HeUn-crag,  with  a  rude  and  broken  top  fingularly  grand  *. 

On  a  high  pafs  between  the  hills,  obferve  a  large  Camedd  call«l  Dunmail  Wrays . ' 
Hones,  collefied  in  memory  of  a  defeat,  A.  D.  946,  given  to  a  petty  king  of  Cumb^- 
land,  of  that  name,  by  Edmund  I.  who  \rith  the  ufual  barbarity  of  the  times,  put  out 
the  eyes  of  his  two  fons,  and  gave  his  country  to  Malcolm,  King  of  Scotland,  on 
condition  he  preferred  in  peace  the  northern  parts  of  England. 

The  defcent  from  hence  tothe  vale  ofKefwick,  nine  miles. 

Near  this  place  enter  Cumberland,  having  on  the  left  the  long  extended  front  of 
Uelvellin  fells.  Mofl  of  the  hills  in  thefe  parts  are  fine  Iheep  walks,  fmooth  and  well 
turfed.  The  fheep  are  fmall,  but  the  mutton  exquifitely  tailed,  being  feldom  killed  be- 
fore it  is  fix  or  feven  years  old.  The  wool  is  coarfe,  but  manu&dut:ed  into  ordinary 
carpets  and  blankets.  No  goats  are  kept  here  on  account  of  the  damage  they  would  da 
to  the  weods. 

Arrive  within  fight  of  Thu-I-water,  a  mofl  beautiful  but  narrow  lake,  filling  the  bot- 
tom of  a  long  dale  for  near  four  miles.  From  an  eminence  near  Dale-head  houfe^ 
have  a  pi£lurefque  view  over  great  part  of  its  extent.  About  the  middle,  the  land  for 
above  a  hundred  yards,  approaches  and  contrails  the  water  to  the  fize  of  a  little  river,' 
over  which,  is  a  true  Alpine  bridge  >  and  behind  that  the  water  intlantly  refumes  the 
former  breadth* 

Regaining  the  roadj  have  a  fluange  and.  horrible  view  downwards,  into  a  deep  and: 
mifty  vale,  ^called  the  vale  of  St.  John,)  at  this  time  appearing  bottomlefs,  and  winding 
far  amidft  the  mountains,  darkened  by  their  height,  and  the  thick,  clouds. that  hung  on 
thdr  fummits. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  defcent,  vifit,  under  the  guidance  of  Doflor  Brownrigg  (the 
firll  difcoverer),  a  fine  piece  of  antiquity  of  that  kind  which  is  attributed  to  the  Druids.. 
An  arrangement  of  great  Hones  tending  to  an  oval  figure,  is  to  be  feen  near  the  road 
fide,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Kefwick,  on  the  fummit  of  a  pretty'  broad  and  high' 
hill,  in  an  ar^le  fidd  called  Callle.  The  area  is  thirty-four  yards  from  nonh  to  fouthr 
and  near  thuty  from  ead  to  weft ;  but  many  of  the  (tones  are  fallen  down,  fome  in- 
ward, others  outward ;  according  to  the  plan,  they  are  at  prefent  forty  in  number.- 

*  Mf  ide>  of  thkaad  other  rotntntto  fcenMin  thii  part  i«  inprOTed.  by  a  very  good  dnwing  madeta- 
i/gobyoTf  ingniouffiiendPaulPaoton,  Efq.juDi 
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At  the  north  end,  are  two  much  larger  than  the  reft,  {landing  Ave  feet  and  a  half 
above  the  foil :  between  thefe  may  be  ftippofed  to  have  been  tlie  principal  entrance ;  op- 
pofite  to  it,  on  ihe  S.  fide,  are  others  of  nearly  the  fame  height ;  and  on  the  eaft  is  one 
near  feven  feet  high.  But  what  4i(lin(^uiflies  this  from  alt  other  Druidical  remains  of 
this  nature,  is  a  rfeftang^ilar  recefs  on  the  ealt  fide  of  the  area,  formed  of  great  ftones, 
like  thofe  of  the  oval.  Thefe  flrudlures  are  confidered  in  general  to  have  been  temples, 
or  places  of  worfliip:  the  recefs  here  mentioned  feems  to  have  been  allotted  for  the 
Druids,  the  pridts  of  the  place,  a  fort  of  Holy  of  Holies,  where  they  met  feparated 
from  the  vulgar,  to  perform  their  rights,  their  divinations,  or  to  fit  in  council,  to  de- 
termine on  controverfies,  to  comproraife  all  differences  about  Kmits  of  land,  or  about 
inheritances,  or  for  the  trial  of  the  greater  criminals  •;  the  Druids  poffeffing  both  the 
'  office  of  pricft  and  judge-  '  The  caufe  that  this  recefs  was  placed  on  the  eaft  fide, 
feems  to  arife  from  the  refpeft  paid  by  the  anciejit  natives  of  this  ifle  to  that  beneficent 
luminary  the  fun,  riot  originally  an  idolatrous  refpefl:,  but  merely  as  afymbolof  the 
glorious  all-feeing  Being,  its  great  Creator. 

I  have  alfo  feen  fibula  cut  out  of  a  flai  piece  of  fdver,  of  a  form  better  to  be  exprefled 
'by  the  figure  than  words.  Its  breadth  is,  fro;n  one  exterior  iide  to  the'  other,  four 
inches.  This  was  difcovered  lodged  in  the  mud,  on  deepening  a  fifli-pond  in  Brayton 
Park  in  Cumbeiland,  the  .feat  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon,  and  communicated  to  me  by 
Doftor  Brownrigg.  With  it  was  found  a  large  Clver  hook  of  two  ounces  weight. 
The  length  of  the  fliank  from  the  top  to  the  curvature  at  bottom,  four  inches  and  three 
eights.    The  hook  not  fo  long. 

Arrive  near  the  Elyflum  of  the  north,  the  vale  of  Kefwick,  a  circuit  between  land  and 
water  of  about  twenty  itiiles.  From  an  eminence  above,  command  a  fine  bird's  eye 
view  of  the  whole  of  the  broad  fertile  plain,  the  town  of  Kefwick,  the  white  church  of 
Crofswhaite,  iheboafted  lake  of  Derwentwater,  and  the  beginning  of  that  of  Baflenth-  " 
-waite,  with  a  full  fight  of  the  vaft  circumjacent  mountains  that  guard  this  delicious 
^ot. 

Dine  at  Kefwick,  a  fniall  market  town :  where,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  are 
manufactures  of  carpets,  flannels,  linfics  an^  yarn  :  the  laft  fold  to  people  from  Cocker- 
mouth,  who  come  for  it  every  market  day. 

Take  boat  on  the  celebrated  lake  of  Derwentwater.  The  form  is  irregular,  extend- 
ing fromjiorth  to  fouth,  about  three  milfes  and  a  half.  The  greateft  depth  is  twenty  feet- 
in  a  channel,  running  from  end  to  end,  probably  formed -by  the  river  Derwent,  which 
paffes  ihrouchj^nd  gives  name  to  the  lake.  The  name  is  taken  from  Dervven  an  oak, 
probably  bcriowed  on  it  by  the  Cumbrian-Britons  from  the  plenty  of  that  timber  on  its 
banksand  thofe  of  the  lake. 

The  views  on  every  fide  are  very  different :  here  all  the  poffible  variety  of  Alpine 
fcenery  is  exhibited,  with  all  the  honor  of  precipice,  broken  crag,  or  over-hanging 
rock,  or  infulated  pyramidal  hills,  contrailed  with  olhers  whofe  fmooth  and  verdant 
fides,  fweliing  into  aerial  h<;ights,at  once  "pleafe  and  furprize  the  eye. 

The  two  extremities  of  the  lake  afford  moft  difcordam  profpefls :  the  fouthem  is  a 
«)mpofition  of  all  that  is.horrible;  an  iinmenfe  chafm  opens  in  the  midf!:,  whofe  en- 
trance is  divided  by  a  rude  conic  hill,  once  lopt  wiih  a'caille,  the  liabitation  of  the  ty- 
rant of  the  rocks  ;  beyond,  a  feries  of  broken  mountainous  crags,  now  patched  with 
fnow,  foar  one  above  th?  other,  overftiadowing  the  dark  winding  deeps  of  Bonoivdalo. 
In  thefe  black  recelTes  are  lodged  variety  of  ininerats,  the  origin  of  evil  by  their  abufr, 
and  placed  i}y  nature,  not  remote  from  the  fountain  of  it. 
*  Caif.  de  BeUo  Gal.  lib.  n\. 
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But  the  oppofite  oi-  northern  view  is  in  aM  refpe£ls^a  ftrong  and  beautiful  contratl :  Sldd- 
daw  (hews  its  vaft  bafe,  and  bounding  all  that  p:^  of  the  vale,  rifes  gently  to  a  height 
that  finks  the  neighbouring  hills;  opens  a  pleaflng  front,  fmooth  and  verdant,  fmiliRg 
over  the  country  like  a  gentle  generous  lonl,  while  the  fells  of  Borrowdale  frown  on  it 
like  a  hardened  tyrant.  Skiddaw  is  covered  with  grals  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  fum- 
mit ;  after  which  it  becomes  ftony.  The  view  from  the  top  extends  northward  over 
Solway  tirth  and  various  of  the  Scottifh  mountams ;  to  the  wefl  the  fea  and  the  ifle  of 
Man ;  while  the  interjacent  country  exhibits  a  fiatter  variety,  no  bad  contrad  to  the 
rude  and  exalifed  fells  of  Borrowdale :  finally,  to  the  eaft  appear  the  dreary  .mountains 
of  Weftmoreland,  lefajnterefting  than  the  refl  of  the  fcenery. 

£ach  boundary  of  the  lake  ieems  to  take  part  with  the  extremities,  and  emulates 
tbeir  sppearance :  the  fouthem  varies  in  rocks  of  different  forms,  from  the  tremendoiut 
precipices  of  the  Lady's-leap,  the  broken  front  of  the  Falcon' s-nell,  to  the  more  diftant 
concave  curvature,  ol  Lowdore,  an  extent  of  precipitous  rock,  'with  trees  vegetating 
irom  the  numerous  filTures,  and  the  foam  of  a  catara^l  precipitating  amidH. 

The  entrance  into  Borrowdale  divides  the  fcene,  and,  the  northern  fide  alters  into 
milder  forms  ;  a  fait  fpring,  once  the  property  of  the  monks  of  Fumeis,  trickles  along 
the  fiiore ;  hiDs  (the  refort  of  Ihepberds)  with  downy  fronts  and  lofty  fummits  fucceed, 
with  woods  cloathing  their  bafes,  even  to  the  water's  edge. 

Not  far  from  hence  the  environs  appear  to  the  navigator  of  the  Jake  to  the  greateft 
advantage,  for  on  every  fide  mountains  clofe  the  profpeA,  and  form  an  amphitheatre 
almoft  matchlefs. 

Loch-Lomond  in  Scotland,  and  Lough-Lene  in  Ireland,  are  powerful  rivals  to  the 
lake  in  queftion.  Was  a  native  of  eidier  of  thofe  kingdoms  to  demand  my  opinion  of 
their  refpeftive  beaudes,  I  muft  anfwer  as  the  fubtie  Melvil  did  the  vain  EUzabeth : 
'*  that  fbe  was  the  faired  peribn  in  England,  and  miae  the  ^rell  in  Scotland." 

The  illes  that  decorate  this  water  are  few,  but  finely  difpofed,  and  very  difUn^ ;  rife 
■with  gentle  and  regular  curvatures  above  the  furface,  confift  of  verdant  turf,  pr  arc  ' 
planted  with  various  trees.  The  principal  is  the  Lord's  ifland,  about  five  acres,  where 
the  RadcU&  femily  had  fotne  time  its  refidence ;  and  from  this  lake  took  the  title  o£  _ 
'  Derwentwater.  The  laft  iU-&ted£arlloIlhis  life  and  f(»tune  by  therebelliqnof  1715; 
and  his  eftate,  now  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  (the  mines  in- 
cluded) is  vefted  in  truftees  for  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  HofpitoL 

St.  Herbert's  ifle  was  noted  for  the  relidence  of  that  faint,  -  the  bofom  friend  of  St. 
Cuthbert,  who  wifhed,  and  obtained  his  vifli  of  departing  this  life  oa  the  iame  daf» 
"hour  and  minute,  with  that  holy  tnan. 

The  water  of  Derwentwater  is  lubjed  to  violent  agitations,  and  often  without  any  - 
apparent  caufe,  as  was  the  cafe  this  day;  -the  weather  was  calm,  yet  the  waves  ran  a 
a  great  height,  and  the  boat  was  toffed  violently  with  what  is  called  a  bottom-wind. 

This  lake  gave  name  to  the  ancient  iamily  de  Derwentwater  before  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward L  By  the  marriage  of  Margaret,  only  daught^  of  Sir  John  de  Derwentwater, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VL,  to  Sir  Nicholas  RadclSe,  of  Dilfion,  in  Northumberland, 
Sir  Francis,  one  of  his  defcendants,  was  created  by  James  II.  Earl  of  Derwentwater,; 
a  title  cxtinft  in  f7i5,by  theunhappy  endofhisfon  James.  , 

May  34*  Went  to  Crofithwaite  chuKh ;  obferved  a  mbuumait  of  Sir  John  Radcliff' 
and  dame  Alice  his  wife,  with  their  efiigies  on  fmall  -bnJs  plates :  the  infcription  is  in 

-VOL.  III.  CO  the 


y  Google 


I^  pennant's   second  tour   in   SCOTLAND. 

the  flyle  of  the  times :  "  Of  your  charity  pray  for  the  foule  of  Sir  John  Radcliff, 
Knight,  and  for  the  fou!e  of  dame  Alice  his  wijfe,  which  Sir  John  died  the  ad  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1527,  on  whofe  foule  the  Lord  have  mercy."  Here  are  alfo  two 
recumbent  alabafter  figures  of  a  man  and  a  woman  ;  he  in  a  gown,  with  a  purfe  at  his  ^ 
girdle. 

This  is  the  church  to  Kefwick,  and  has  five  chapels  belonging  to  it.  The  livings  of 
this  county  have  been  of  late  years  much  improved  by  Queen  Anne's  bounty,  and  there 
are  none  of  lefs  value  than  thirty  pounds  a  year.  It  is  not  very  long  fince  the  minifter'i 
ftipend  was  five  pounds  per  annum,  agoofe-grafs,  or  theright  of  commoning  his  goofej 
3  whittle-gait,  or  the  valuable  privilege  of  ufmg  his  knife  for  a  week  at  a  time  at  any 
table  in  the  parifh  ;  and  lalf ty,  a  hardened  fark,  i.  e.  a  fliirt  of  coarfe  linen. 

Saw  at  Doftor  Brownrigg's,  of  Ormathwaite,  whofe  hofpitality  1  experienced  for 
two  days,  great  variety  of  the  or^  of  Borrowdale,  fuch  as  lead,  common  and  fibrous, 
black-jack,  and  black-lead  or  wad.  The  lafl  is  found  in  greater  quantities  and  purity, 
ip  thofe  mountains  than  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Is  the  property  of  a  few  gentle- 
men who,  left  the  markets  fhould  be  glutted,  open  the  mine  only  once  in  feven  year^ 
then  caufe  it  to  be  filled  and  otherwife  fecured  from  the  depredations  of  the  neighboar- 
-  ing  miners,  who  will  run  any  ri(k  to  procure  fo  valuable  an  article,  for  the  befl  fells 
from  eight  to  twelve  Ihillings  a  pound.  The  legiflalure  hath  alfo  guarded  their  pro- 
perty by  making  the  robbery  felony.  . 

It  is  of  great  ufe  in  making  pencils,  black  lead  crucibles  for  fuTmg  of  metats,  fur 
cafting  of  bombs  and  cannon-balls,  cleaning  arms,  for  glazing  of  earthen-ware  ;  ami 
fonie  affcrt  that  it  may  beufed  medicinally  toeafe  the  pains  of  gravel,  flone»ftranguary, 
and  cholic  :  k  has  been  fuppofed,  but  without  fbundaiion,  to  have  been  the  melaTiteria 
and /«ig//M  of  Diofcorides :  Dr.  Merret  aWs  it  nigrica  fabrilis^  and  the  people  of  the 
country  killow  and  wad,  from  the  colouring  quality ;  killow,"  or  collow,  fignifying  the 
dirt  of  coal,  and  wad  feems  derived  from  woad,  a  deep  dying  plant*. 

Till  of  late  years,  the  fuperftition  of  the  beLtein  was  kept  up  in  thefe  parts,  and  in 
this  rural  facriHce  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  perfd^mers  to  bring  with  them  boughs  oi 
the  mountain  alh. 

May  25,  Continue  my  journey ;  pafs  along  the  vale  of  Kefwick,  and  keep  above  Baf- 
fenthwaite  water,  at  a  fmall  cultivated  diftance  from  it :  this  lake  is  a  fine  expanfe  of 
four  miles  in  length,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  high  hills,  wooded  in  many  places  to  their 
bottoms ;  on  the  other  fide  by  fields  and  the  fkirts  of  Skiddaw, 

Between  the  lakes  of  Derwenlwater  and  Baflenihwaite  is  a  road  which  leads  through 
the  valley  of  Newlands  to  Butter-mere  and  Crommach- water,  two  fmall  lakes  of  extras 
ordinary  and  romantic  wildnefs.  The  cataraft  of  Scale-force,  near  the  laft,  has  great 
peculiarity.  The  report  of  my  friend  is  fo  warm  in  the  praifes  of  the  fcenery  of  iJiefc 
lakes,  that  I  regret  greatly  the  lofs  of  what  1  fhould  have  fo  fully  enjoyed. 

Marks  of  the  plough  appear  on  the  tops  of  many  of  the  hills.  Tradition  fays,  that 
in  the  reign  of  King  John  the  Pope  curfed  all  the  lower  grounds,  and  thus  obliged  the 
inhabitants  to  make  the  hills  arable:  but  1  rather  believe  that  John  himfelf  drove  them 
to  this  cruel  necef&ty  j  for  out  of  refentment  to  their  declining  to  follow  his  ftandards 
to  the  borders  of  Scotland,  he  cut  down  their  hedges,  levelled  the  ditches,  and  gave  all 
the  cultivated  traCts  of  the  north  to  the  beads  of  chace,  on  bis  return  from  his  ezpe- 
dition. 


*  M.  S.  letter  of  BifliopNtGhollba  to  J>oaor  Woodward,  Aug.  5, 1713. 
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.  '  Froni  Mri.  Spcdyn's,  of  Armethwaite,  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  lake,  have  a  fine 
view  of  the  whole.  Near  this  place  the  Derwent  quits  the  lake,  paffing  under  Ouzs 
bridge,  confiding  of  three  arches.  Salmons  come  up  the  river  from  the  fea  about  Mi- 
chaelmas, and  force  their  way  through  both  lakes  as  far  as  Borrowdale.  They  had 
lately  been  on  their  return,  but  the  water  near  the  bridge  proving  too  (hallow  to  permit 
them  to  proceed,  they  were  taken  by  dozens,  in  very  bad  order,  in  the  nets  that  were 
drawing  for  trout  at  the  end  of  the  lake.  , 

,  On  a  hill  near  this  fpot  is  a  circular  British  entrenchment ;  and  I  was  told  of  others 
of  a  fquare  form,  ar  a  few  miles  diftance,  at  the  foot  of  Caermote  ;  1  fuppofe  Roman. 

The  country  now  begins  to  lower,  ceafes  to  be  mountainous,  but  fwells  into  extedfive 
rifings.  Ride  near  the  Derwent,  and  pafs  through  the  hamlets  of  Ifel,  Blincraik,  and 
Kedmain ;  in  a  few  placee  wooded,  but  generally  naked,  badly  cultivated,  and  indofed 
with  ftone  walls.  Reach  Bridekirk,  a  village  with  a  fmall  church,  noted  for  an  ancient 
font,  found  at  Papcaftle,  with  an  infcription  explained  by  the  learned  prelate  Nicholfon,- 
in  Camden*sBritannia,  and  engraven  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  works  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.  The  height  is  two  feet  and  an  inch  j  the  form  fquare  ;  on  each  fide 
are  difl'erent  fculptures  ;  on  one  a  crofs,  on  another  a  twO'headed  monlter,  with  a  triple 
flower  falling  from  one  common  (tern,  hanging'  from  its  mouth  :  beneath  is  a  parfon,- 
St.  John  Baptift,  performing  the  office  of  baptifm  by  the  immerfion  of  a  child,  our  Sa- 
viour :  and  above  the  child  is  a  (now)  tmperfeft  dove  ;  oil  a  third  fide  is  a  fort  of 
centaur,  attacked  by  a  bird  and  fome  animal ;  and  under  them  the  angel  driving  our 
firft  father  out  of  Eden,  while  Eve  clings  clofe  to  the  tree  of  life. 

And  on  the  fourth  fide  two  birds,  with  fome  ornaments  and  figures  beneath  ;  and  the: 
infcription  in  Runic  charafters  thus  decyphered  by  the  biihop :  *'  Er  Erkard  han  men 
egroilen,  and  todismen  red  wer  Taner  men  brogten."     That  is  to  fay, 

Here  Erkard  was  converted,  and  to  this  man's  example  were  the  Danes  brought. 

It  is  certain  that  the  infcription  was  cut  in  memory  of  this  remarkable  event;  but 
whether  the  font  was  made  exprefcly  on  the  occafion,  or  whether  it  was  not  of  much 
more  ancient  date  (as  the. antiquary  fuppofes),  and  the  infcription  put  on  at  the 
time  of  this  converfion,  appears  to  me  at  this  period  very  uncertain. 

Pafs,  not  far  from  Bridekirk,  through  the  village  of  Papcaftie,  once  a  Roman  ftation,- 
coDJeftured  by  Mr.  Horfley  to  have  been  the  dervsuiione  of  the  geographer  Ravenna, 
where  many  monuments  of  antiquity  have  been  found.  In  a  field  on  the-left,  on  de- 
fcendmg  into  the  village,  are  the  remains  of  fome  dykes.     Reach    ^;,  _;^_ 

•Cockermouth,  a  large  town  with  broad  ftreets,  irregularly  Wfilt,  walhed  by  the  Der- 
went on  the  wedem  fide,  and  divided  into  two  by  the  Cocker,  and  the  parts  conne^ed 
by  a  bridge  of  a  fingle  arch.  The  number  of  inhabitants  are  between  three  and  four 
thoufand :  the  manufactures  are  Ihalloons,  worfled  (lockings',  and  hats ;  the  laft  ex* 
ported  from  Gtafgow  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Ifis  a  borough  town,  and  the  right  of  vot- 
ine  is  veiled  by  burgels  tenure  in  certain  houfes  :  this  is  alfo  the  town  where  the  county 
eleftions  are  made. 

Thecaftle  is  feated  on  an  artificial  mount,  on  a  bank  above  the  Derwent :  is  fquare, 
Aid  is  ftrengthened  with  feveral  fquare  towers  :  on  each  fide  of  the  inner  gate  are  two 
deep  dungeons,  capable  of  holding  fifty  perfons  in  either ;  are  vaulted  at  top,  and  have 
only  a  finail  opening  in  order  to  lower  ihrough  it  the  unhappy  pri^bfiers  into  this  dire 
•rifon ;  and  on  the  Outfide  of  each  is  a  narrow  flit  with  a  flope  frot^  it ;  and  down  this 
were  (hot  the  provifions  allotted  to  the  wretched  inhabitants.  In  th^  feudal  times  death 
and  captivity  were  almoft  fynonymous ;  but  the  firll  was  certainly  preferable.;  which 
may  be  one  caufe  why  the  battles  of  ancient  days  were  fo  Woody, 
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This  caftle  wu  founded  by  Waldof^  firnr  Lord  of  Aiknhle,  and  fim  of  Goljiatrick, 
Earl  of  Northumberiand,  cotemporary  with  William  the  Conqueror ;  Waldof  refilled 
firll  at  Papcaftle,  which  he  afterwards  demoliflied,  and  with  ttie  nutenalfi  built  that  of 
Cockermouth,  where  he  and  his  poflerity  long  refided;  but  feveral  arms  orer  the  gate- 
way, which  Camden  lays  are  thofe  of  the  Multons,  Humfnnvillee,  Ludes,  and  Perdc^  . 
evince  it  to  have  been  of  later  times  in  thofe  families.  It  appears  that  it  was  6rft 
granted  by  Edw.  II.  to  Athony  de  Lude,  fon  of  Thomas  de  Multon,  who  had  aflumed 
that  name  by  reafon  that  his  mother  was  daughter  and  co.heirefs  to  Richard  de  Lude  ; 
and  afterwards,  by  marriages,  this  caftle  and  its  honours  defcended  to  the  Humfran- 
villei,  and  finally  to  the  Perdes  *.  In  1 648  it  was  garrifoned  for  the  king ;  and  being 
.  iKfieged  and  taken  by  the  rebels,  was  burnt,  and  never  afterwards  repaired. 

May  26.  Purfue  my  journey  for  about  four  or  five  miles  along  a  tolerably  fertile 
country,  and  then  arrive  amidft  the  collieries :  crols  ibme  barren  heaths,  with  inclofed 
land  on  each  fide,  dellitute  both  of  hedges  and  woods.  Pais  through  DifSnton,  a  long 
and  dizty  town,  and  foon  after,  from  a  great  height,  at  oDce  come  in  fight  of  White- 
faaven,  and  fee  the  whole  at  a  fingle  glance,  feated  in  a  hollow  open  to  the  fea  on  the 
north  :  it  lies  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Bees.  The  vail  promontory  called  the  Barugh,  or 
St.  BeeS'head,  noted  for  the  great  refort  of  birds  f,  appears  four  miles  to  the  fouth  ; 
and  in  days  of  old,  flill  more  noted  for  its  patrone&  St.  Bega,  who  tamed  fierce  bulls, 
and-ta'ougbt  down  deep  fnows  at  midfummer. 

The  town  is  in' a  manner  a  new  creation,  for  the  old  editions  of  Camden  make  no 
mentiT}n  of  it ;  yet  the  name  is  in  Saxton's  maps,  its  cliSs  bdng  known  to  feamen,  and 
from  their  colour  Camden  derives  the  name.  The  rife  of  the  place  is  owing  to  the 
collieries,  improved  and  encouraged  by  the  family  of  the  Lowthers,  to  their  great  emo- 
lument. About  a  hundred  years  ago  there  was  not  one  boufe  here,  except  Sir  John 
Lowtber's,  and  two  others,  and  only  three  fmatl  vefiels :  and  for  the  next  fony  years» 
the  number  of  houfes  increafed  to  about  twenty.  At  this  time  the  town  may  boail  of 
being  one  of  the  handfomeft  in  the  north  of  England,  built  of  (lone,  and  the  flreets 
pomting  Araight  into  the  harix)ur,  with  others  croffing  them  at  right  angles.  It  is  as 
^pulous  as  it  is  elegant,  containing  twelve  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  has  a  hundred  and 
ninety  great  fhips  belonging  to  it,  moftly  employed  in  the  coal  trade. 

In  1566  there  w<ere  only  twelve  fmall  fhips  under  eighty  tons,  and  a  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  mariners  in  the  whoI.e  county  \, 

The  tobacco  trade  is  much  declined :  formerly  about  twenty  thoufand  hogfheada 
vrere  atiaually  imported  horn  Virginia  j  now  fcarce  a  fourth  of  that  number,  Glafgow 
baring  ftolen  that  branch ;  but  to  make  amends,  another  is  carried  O"  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  where  hats,  printed  linens,  hams,  &c.  are  fent.  The  lafl  week  was  a  melan- 
choly and  pemidous  exportation  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  natives  of  Great  Britain,  forced 
from  their  natal  foil,  the  low  Iands«f  Scotland,  by  the  rife  of  rents,  to  feek  an  afyliua 
ea  the  other  fide  of  the  Adantic. 

The  improvements  in  the  adjacent  lands  keep  pace  with  thofe  in  the  towa :  the 
^rainily  efiate  forty  years  ago  was  fet  for  as  many  poiinds  ^  at  prefent,  by  dint  c^  good 
hufbandry,  efpecially  limiag,  is  increafed  to  five  hundred  and  fevraty>one. 

In  the  town  are  three  churches  or  chapels :  St.  James's  is  e!eg»itly  fitted  up,  and 
has  a  handfome  gallery,  which,  with  the  roof,  is  fupported  by  moil  beautiful  ranges  of 
pillars.  Befidcs,  is  a  prefl}yterian  meeting,  one  of  feceders,  of-  anabaptifls,  and 
quakers.. 

•  Dugdalc'*  Baronage,  I.  564,  &Ck  t  Bnra'iHifl.  CumberUnd,  II.  4a.       .%  Burn.  II.  43.    ~ 
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.  T^e  wprkhoufe  is  thinly  inhabited,  for  few  of  the  poor.chufe  to  enter :  thofe  whom 
ncceOity  compels  are  mod  ufefully  employed :  with  pleafure  I  obferved  old  age,  idiocy, 
«nd  even  infants  of  three  years  of  age,  contributing  to  their  own  fupport,  by  the  pulling 
pf  oakum. 

The  harbour  is  artificial,  but  a  £ne  and  expenfive  work,  on ,  the  fouth  end,  guarded 
by  a  long  pier,'  where  the  ihips  may  lie  in  great  fecurity.  Another  is  placed  fanher 
out,  to  break  the  force  of  the  fea ;  and  within  thefe  are  two  long  {Iraight  tongues,  or 
quays,  where  the  vcffels  are  lodged :  clofe  to  the  (hore,  on  the  louth  fide,  is  anothqf, 
covered  with  what  is  called  here  a  fleer,  having  in  the  lower  part  a  range  of  fmith^ 
fliops,  and  above  an  extenfiye  floor,  capable  of  containing  fix  thoufand  waggoh-loads 
of  coal,  of  43oolb.  each.  But  this  is  only  ufed  as  a  fort  of  magazine  i  for  above  thi$ 
are  covered  galleries  with  rail  roads,  terminating  in  large  flues,  or  hurries,  placed  Hoping 
over  the  quay,  and  through  thefe  the  coat  is  difcharged  out  of  the  waggons  into  the 
holds  of  the  ibips,  rattling  down  with  a  noife  like  thunder.  Commonly  eight  Ihips, 
from  a  hundred  and  twenty  to  a  hundred  tons  each,  have  been  loaden  in  one  tide ;  and 
on  eztraCN-dinary  occafions  twelve.  Each  load  is  put  on  board  for  ten  fhiliings  ;  and 
the  waggons,  after  being  emptied,  are  brought  round  into  the  road  by  a  turn  frame, 
and  drawn  back  by  a  fingle  horfe.  The  greater  part  of  the  way  from  the  pts,  which 
lie  about  three  or  four,  miles  diftant  from  the  hurries,  is  down  hill ;  the  waggon  is 
fleered  by  one  man,  with  a  fort  pf  rudder  to  direft  it ;  fo  that  he  can  retard  or  accele- 
rate the  motion  by  the  preffure  he  gives  by  it  on  the  wheel. 

Many  oth^  works  are  projected  to  fecure  the  port>  particularly  another  pier  on  the 
north  fide,  which  when  complete  will  render  this  haven  quite  land-locked.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  in  coming  in  vetfels  fhould  carry  a  full  fail  till  they  pafs  the  pier-head, 
otherwife  they  will  not  be  carried  far  enough  in.  The  greatefl  part  of  the  coal  is  fent 
to  Ireland,  where  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  tons  are  annually  exported. 

Spring-tides  rife  here  twenty-four  feet.     Neap-tides  thirteen. 

Vifit  the  collieries,  entering  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  not  diflant  fi'om  the  town,  attended. 
Vy  the  agent :  the  entrance  was  a  narrow  pajfage,  bricked  and  vaulted,  Hoping  down 
with.^n  eaiy  defcent.  Reach  the  firft  beds  of  coal  which  had  been  worked  about  a 
century  ago :  the  roo&  are  fmooth  and  tpacious,  the  pillars  of  fufScient  ftrength  to 
fupport  the  great  fuperflrudure,  being  fifteen  yards  fquare,  or  fixty  in  circumference  ; 
not  above  a  tnird  of  the  coal  having  been  worked  in  this  place  ;  fo  that  to  me  the  very^ 
colunms  feemed  1^  as  refborces  for  fuel  in  future  titnes.  The  immenfe  caverns  that 
)ay  between  the  pillars  exhibited  a  mod  gloomy  appearance.  I  could  not  helpenquir-- 
iog  here  after  the  imaginary  inhabtfant,  the  creation  of  the  labourers'  fancy. 

The  fwiit  fairy  cf  the  mine, 
and  was  feriouQy  aiifwered  by  a  black  felbw  at  my  elbow,  that  he  really  had  never  met^ 
with  any;  but  that~his  grandfather  had  found  the- little  implements  and  tools  belonging 
tt>  this  diminutive  race  of  fubterraneous  fpirits  *. 

'  The  beds  of  coal  are  nine  or  ten  feet  thick,  iad  dip  to  the  weft  one  yard  in  eight. ' 
In  various  parts  are  great  bars  of  flone,  which  cut  off  the  coal :.  if  they  bend  one  way,. 
<hey  infltiaice  thecoal  to  rife  above  one's  headj  if  another,  to  fmk  beneath  the  feet.. 
Operations  of  nature  paft  my  fkill  to  unfold. 

•  Tlx  (xemMfii  belie»ed  fn  two  (peciet  i  onefieree  tnd  vateyoltnt,  the  irther  a  gentle  race,  appwrinj^    . 
Kkr  little  old  meii.  dtcffcd  tiki  the  mineri,  sad  not  much  above  two  fret  high  :  thefe  waodcr  about  ibe 
drift*  and  chamber*  of  the  woikt,  feenj  perpetually  employed,  yet  do  nothing  ;  fome  feem  to  cut  the  ore,  ' 

or  fling  what  »  cut  into  fcfleli,  or  turn  the  wiodlab  ^  but  Bcwr  do  any  ham  to  the  minen,  except  pro- 
nged :  u  the  fcnfiblc  Agricola,  in  this  point ctedulokUj  lelates  in  hii  book,  De  AtiimantibutSubterrancii. 
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Reach  a  place  where  there  is  a  very  deep  defcent :  the  colliers  call  this  hanJknot, 
from  a  mountain  of  that  name ;  and  another  wrynofe.  At  about  eighty  fathoms  depth 
began  to  fee  the  workings  of  the  rods  of  the  fire-engine,  and  the  prefent  operations  of 
the  colliers,  who  work  now  in  fecurliy,  for  the  fire-damps,  formerly  fo  dangerous,  are 
almoftorercome;  at  prefent  they  are  prevented  by  boarded  partitions,  placed  a  foot 
dirtance  from  the  fides,  which  caufes  a  free  circulation  of  air  throughout :  but  as  flitl 
there  are  fome  places  not  capable  of  fuch  conveniencies,  the  colliers,  who  dare  not  ven- 
ture with  a  cantlle  in  fpots  where  fire-damps  are  fuppofed  to  lurk,  have  invented  a  cu- 
rious machine  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  lights;  it  is  what  they  call  a  fteel-mill,  corififling 
of  a  fmall  wheel  and  a  handle  ;  this  they  turn  with  vaft  rapidity  againft  a  flint,  and  the 
;greal  quantity  of  fparks  emitted  not  only  ferves  for  a  candle,  but  has  been  found  of  fuch 
a  nature  as  not  to  fet  fire  to  the  horrid  vapour. 

Formerly  the  damp  or  fiery  vapour  was  convej-ed  through  pipes  lo  the  open  air,  and 
formed  a  terrible  illumination  during  night,  like  the  eruptions  of  a  volcano  ;  and  by  its 
heat  water  could  be  boiled  :  the  men  who  worked  in  it  inhaled  inflammable  air,  and  if 
they  breathed  againft  a  candle,  pufled  out  a  fiery  flream ;  fo  that  I  make  no  doubt,  was 
the  experiment  made,  the  fame  pha:nomenon  would  appear  as  John  Grub*  attributed 
to  my  illuflrious  countryfnan  Pendragon,  chief  of  Britons. 

Reached  the  extremity  of  this  black  journey  to  a  place  near  two  miles  from  the  en- 
trance, beneath  the  fea,  where  probably  ftiips  were  then  failing  over  us.  Returned  up 
<h.e  laborious  afcent,  and  was  happy  once  more  to  emerge  into  day-light. 

Theproperty  of  ihefe  works,  as  well  as  the  whole  town,  is  in  Sir  James  Lowther,  who 
(Irawsfrom  them  and  the  rents  of  the  buildings  fixteen  thonfand  pounds  a  year;  whereas 
his  grandfather  only  made  fifteen  hundred.  The  prefent  baronet  has  inftituted  here  a 
charily  of  the  mod  beautiful  nature,  ofeful,  humane,  and  unoftentatious.  He  always ' 
keeps  filled  a  great  granary  df  oats,  which  he  buys  from  all  parts,  but  never  difpofes  of 
while  the  markets  are  low  ;  but  the  moment  they  rife  above  five  ftiillings  the  Cumber- 
land  bulhel,  or  three  Winchefter  meafures,  he  inftantly  opens  his  (lores  to  the  poor  coli 
liers  and  artificers,  and  fells  it  to  them  at  five  (hillings,  Tiotwith (landing  it  might  have  coft 
him  feven  ;  thiis  happily  difappointing  the  rapacity  of  the  vulturine  monopolizer. 

Irfave  Whitehaven,  and  return  about  two  miles  on  the  fame  road  I  came.  See  undei" 
the  cKfe  a  neat  little  village  called  Parlon,  and  a  pier,  intended  for  the  (hipping  of  coal ; 
-  a  new  creation  by  Sir  James  Lowther. 

Leave  Morefby  on  the  left ;  a  place  near  the  (hore,  mentioned  by  Camden  as  of  great 
antiquity,  a  fort  of  the  Romans,  and  where  feveral  infcriptions  have  been  found:  he 
alfo  Ipeaks  of  certain  caverns,  called  Pi£ls  holes,  but  ihc  latenefs  of  the  evening  pre- 
vented me  from  defcending  to  vifit  them.  Ride  throui>h  the  village  of  Herrington, 
pais  over  a  very  naked  barren  country,  and  have  from  fome  parts  of  this  evening's 
journey  a  full  view  of  the  ifle  of  Man,  appearing  high  and  mountainous.     Reach 

Workington,  the  place  where  the  imprudent  Mary  Stuart  landed,  after  her  flight 
from  Dundrannan,  in  Galloway,  creduloufly  trufting  to  the  proteflion  of  the  infididus 
Elizabeth.  The  town  ex-tends  from  the  cartle  to  the  fea;  it  confifts  of  two  cluftere^ 
one  the  more  ancient  near  the  caftle,  ihe  other  nearer  the  church  and  pier  j  and  both 
contain  about  four  or  five  thoufand' inhabitants:  they  fubfift  by  the  coal  trade,  which  is 
here  confiderable.  The  Derwent  waOies  the  (kirts  of  the  town,  and  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  fea  about  a  mile  weft  :  on  each  Ba^k  near  the  mouth  arc  piers  where  the  oiips 
lie,  and  the  coals  are  conveyed  into  them  from  frames  occafionally  dropping  into 
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t^«n  from  the  rail  roads.    Ninety-feven  veffela  of  diSeren.t  burdens,  fome  ewn  of  two ' 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  belong  to  ihis  port. 

'Ihe  caftle  flood  on  the  feat  of  the  bte  Mr.  Curwen,  whofe  property,  together  with 
the  houfe,  palfed  a.  few  years  ago  to  Mr.  Chrillian  by  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the 
late  owner.'  The  Culweos  took  (heir  name  from  a.  great  lordfliip  tiiey  pofleffed  in  Gal- 
loway about  the  year  1 1 52,  foon  after  which  they  fettled  at  Workington,  and  the  name 
became  corrupted  into  Curwen. 

Obferve  to  (he  fouth^  on  an  eminence  near  the  lea,  a  finall  tdwer,  caTled  Holmfl 
chapel,  fdid  to  have  been  built  as  a  watch  tower  to  mark  the  motions  of  the  Scots  in 
their  naval  inroads. 

Near  the  town  is  an  iron  furnace  and  foundery ;  the  ore  is  brought  from  Fumef^,' 
and  the  iron  Aone  dug  near  Harrington.  A  line  water-wheel  and  its  rods,  eiaending 
near  a  mile,  are  very  well  worth  vifiting. 

May  27.  Keep  along  the  fea-Ihore  to  Mary  Port,,  another  new  creation,  the  property  of 
Humphry  Seilboufe,Erq.,  and  fo  named  by  him  in  honour  of  his  lady  :  thefecond  houfe 
_was  built  only  ia  1750.  Now  there  are  above  a  hundred,  peopled  by  about  thirteen 
hundred  fouls,  all  collefted  together  by  the  opening  of  a  coal  trade  on  ih!s  eftate.  For 
the  conveniency  of  Ihipping  (there  bdng  above  feventy  of  different  fizes,  from  thirty  to 
three  hundred  tons  burden,  belonging  to  the  harbour)  are  wooden  plers^  with  quays,  on  ' 
the  river  Ellen,  where  Ihips  lie  and  receive  their  lading.  Befide  the  coal  trade  is  foms' 
Iktoning  bufinefs,  and  a  rope-yard. 

At  the  fouth  end  of  the  town  is  an  eminence  called  the  Mote-hill,  and'  on  it  a  great  - 
artificial  mount,  whofe  bafe  is  a  hundred  and  lixty  yards  round,  protected  by  a  deep 
ditch  almoft  forrounding  it,  ceafing  only  where  the  ftecpnefs  of  the  hill  rendered  fuch  a 
defence  unneceffary  :  this  mourn  is  a  litt!e  hollowed  on  the  top,  has  been  probed  in 
different  places  to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet,  but  was  difcovercd  to  conlid  of  no 
other  materials  than  the  common  foil  which  had  been  fiung  out  of  the  fofs. 
.  On  a  hill  at  the  north,  end  of  the  towa  are  the  remains  of  a  large  Roman  Itation, 
rquare,,furrouaded  with  double  ditches,  and  furnifhed  with  four  entrances,  commsnd- 
ing  a  view  to  Scotland,  and  round  the.  neighbouring  country.  AmiquaHes  differ  about 
the  ancient'  name ;  one  ftyles  it  oUnacuffiy  another  viroftdum,  and  Camden  vdanlium^ 
fiiom  the  wifti  infcribed  on  a  beautiful  altar  found  here,  volantn  vivas  *.  It  had  been  ^ 
conliderable  place,  and  had  its  military  roads  leading  from  it  to  Morelby,  to  old  Car- 
lide,  and  towards  AmbleSde  f  and  has  been  a  perfect  magazine  of  Roman  antiquities. 

Not  hx  from  this  llation  is  a  tumulus,  lingular  in  its  compofition  ;  it  is  of  a  rounded 
form,  and  was  found,  oa  the  fe£ftoa  made  of  it  by  the  late  Mr.  Senhoufcr,  to  confiH  of, 
firft  the  fod  or  common  tnrf,  then  a  regular  layer  of  crumbly  earth,  which  at  the  begin- 
ning was  tbin^  increafing  in  thicknefs  as  it  reached  the  top.  -  This  was  at  firft  brittle, 
but  foon  after  being  expofed  to  the  air  acquired  a  great  hardhefs,  and  a  ferruginous 
look.  Beneath'this  was  a.  bed  of  ftrong.  blue  clay,  mixed  with  fern  roots,  placed 
.on  two  or  three  layers  of  turf,  with  their  gralTy  fides  together  ;  aad  under  thefe,  as  the 
prefent  Mr.  Senhoufe  informed  me,  were  found  the  bones  of  a  heifer  and  of  a  colt,  with 
'  fbme  wood  alhe&near  them. 

Took  the  liberty  of  walking,  to  Nether  halU  formerly  Alneburgh-haU,  where  I  foon 
dUcovered  Mr.  Senhoufe  to  be  polTeffed  of  the  politenefs  hereditary  f  in  his  family  to* 
wards  travelterst  of  curiofity..    He  pointed  out  to  me  the  feveral  antiquities  that-  had 

•  VMeCtmdrn  loti,  HoWey,  p  »t>.  ub.  No.  IxTiii.  Cumbe/Und. 
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been  long  preferved  in  his  houfe  and  gardens,  engraved  by  Camden,  Mr.  Hc^fely,  and 
Mr.  Gordon ;  and  permitted  one  of  my  fervants  to  make  drawings  of  others  that  had 
been  difcovered  fince. 

Among  the  latter  is  the  altar  found  in  the  rubbifh  of  a  quarry,  which  feemed  to  hav6 
been  worked  by  the  Romans  in  a  very  extenfive  manner :  it  has  no  infcription,  and 
appears  to  have  been  left  unfiniftied  ;  perhaps  the  "workmen  were  prev«ited  from  exe- 
cutbg,  the  whole  by  the  upper  part  of  the  hill  flipping  down  over  the  lower ;  a  drcwD- 
Ilance  that  (lilt  frequently  happens  in  quarries  worked  beneath  the  clife.  On  one  Hde 
of  the  altar  is  a  broad  dagger,  on  another  a  patera. 

A  fragment  of  Itone,  with  a  boar  rudely  carved,  and  the  letters  o  r  d. 

A  large  wooden  pin,  with  a  curious  polygonal  head.  One  fimilar  to  this,  but  made 
of  brafs,  was  difcovered,  with  other  trinkets,  in  a  tomb  near  Choili  in  France.  Count 
Caylus  calls  it  a  mace,  and  thinks  by  the  little  ax  that  accompanied  it,  that  the  perfon 
interred  was  a  child  defigned  for  the  military  life,  and  that  thefe  were  fymbolical  proofe  '. 

The  fpout  of  a  brazen  vefle).  Mr.  Senhoufe  alfo  favoured  me  with  the  fight  of  fome 
thin  gold  plate,  found  in  the  fame  place ;  and  Jhewed  me,  near  his  houfe,  in  Halt-clofe^ 
an  intrenchment  of  a  reftangular  form,  forty-five  yards  by  thirty-five :  probably  the 
defence  of  fome  ancient  manlion,  fo  neceflary  in  thisliorder  county. 

It  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  review  the  fculptures  engraven  in  Mr.  Horfeler's  anti- 
quities, and  preferved  in  the  walls  of  this  place.  The  following  were  fixed  in  the  walls 
of  the  houfe,  by  the  anceflor  of  Mr.  Senhoufe,  coeval,  with  Camden.  On  No.  6^,  sa 
altar,  appears  Hercules  with  his  club,  and  in  one  hand  the  Hefperian  apples  that  he  bad 
conveyed 

ab  infonint  male  cuftodita  draconc. 

.MThat  is  fmgular,  is  an  upright  conic  bonnet  on  his  head,  of  the  fame  kind  unth  that  in 
which  the  goddefe,  on  whom  he  beftowed  the  fruit,  is  dreffed  t.  On  another  fide  of 
the  altar  is  a  man  armed  with  a  helmet  and  cloathed  with  St/agum  chuftMt  or  clofed  frOck, 
reaching  only  to  his  knees.  In  one  hand  is  a  thick  pole ;  the  other  rdUng  on  a  wheel, 
probably  denoting  his  having.fucceededin  opening  fome  great  roadt 
■  In  No.  70,  are  feen  the  two  vifiories  fupporting  a  triumphal  crown,  the  v«9«n* 

The  local  goddefs  Setlocenia,  with  long  flowing  hair,  with  a  vefTel  in  her  hand,  fills 
the  front  of  one  Itone ;  and  an  altar  infcribed  to  her  is  lodged  in  one  of  the  garden 
walls. 

No.  74  is,  near  the  goddefs,  a  mofl  rude  figure  of  a  cavalier  on  his  fteed. 

In  the  fame  wall  with  her  altar  is  No.  64,  a  monumental  mutilated  infcription,  fup- 
pofed  in  honour  iX  Antoninus  I^us. 

No,7 1 ,  the  next  monument,  notes  the  premature  death  of  Julia  Mamertina,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  and  three  moiuhs.  A  rude  head  exprefTes  the  lady,  and  a  fetting 
fun  the  funereal  fubje£t. 

A  female  exprefung  modetly'with  one  hand;  the  other  lifted  to  her  head,  ftands 
beneath  an  arch,  as  if  about  to  bathe,  and  is  marked  in  Horfely,  No.  73. 

In  a  garden  houfe  is  No.  62,  an  altar  to  Jupiter,  by  the  firft  cohort  of  the  Spaniih, 
whofe  tribune  was  Marcus  Menius  Agrippay 

Another,  No.  S6,  to  Mars  MiUtaris,  devoted  by  the  firfl  cohort  of  theBelgic  GaulK, 
commanded  by  Julius  Tutor. 

*  Becocild'Avtiq.i  1*9;.  f  Montftnmi,  Aotict.  i.  (A.  a'r.  f.  7.     ' 
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And  a  third.  No.  67,  to  Jupiter,  by  Caius  Caballus  Prifcus,  a  tribune }  but  no  meh- 
tion  is  made  of  the  cohort. 

Since  I  vifited  this  place,  Mr.  Senhoufe  has  favoured  me  with  an  account  of  other  dif- 
coverieSj  made  by  the  removal  of  the  earth,  that  covered  the  religues  of  this  ftatioh : 
thedreets  and  foot-ways  have  been  traced  paved  with  Itones  from  the  ihore,  or  free 
ftone  from  the  quarries :  the  laft  much  worn  by  ufe.  Many  foundations  of  houfes ;  the 
xement  ftill  very  ftrong  ;  and  the  plaifter  on  fome  remains  of  walls,  appears  to  have  been 
painted  with  what  is  now  pink  colour  ;  feveral  vaults  t^ve  been  difcovered,  one  with 
free-ftone  fteps  much  ufed :  fire  hearths  open  before,  enclofed  with  a  circular  wall  be- 
hind :  from  the  remains  of  the  fuel  it  is  evident,  that  the  Romans  have  ufed  both  wood 
and  pit  coal.  Bones,  and  teeth  of  various  animals ;  and  pieces  of  horns  of  ftags,  many 
of  the  latter  fawed,  have  been  found  here:  alfo  fliells  of  oyfters,  mufcles,  whilks  and 
fnails.  Broken  earthen^ware  and  the  handle  of  a  large  veiTel,  marked  AEL.  Frag- 
ments of  glafs  veflels  and  mirrors ;  and  two  pieces  of  a  painted  glafs  cup,  which  evinces 
the  antiquity  of  that  art. 

An  entire  altar  found  in  the  fame  fearch,  is  to  be  added  to  the  preceding :  three  of 
the  fides  axe  plain :  the  fourth  has'a  hatchet  exadly  refembitng  thole  now  in  ufe,  and  a 
broad  knife,  or  rather  cleaver,  with  which  the  vi^ms,were  cut  up. 
■  But  the  moft  curious  difcovery  is  a  ftone  three  feet  high,  the  top  formed  like  a  pedi^ 
ment,  with  a  neat  fcoUop  fhell  cut  in  the  middle.  From  each  fide  the  pediment  falls  a 
flrait  corded  moulding,  and  between  thofe,  juil  beneath  the  fcoUop,  is  a  mutilated  iigure» 
the  head  being  deftroyed ;  but  from  the  body  which  is  doatbed  with  the  Sagum,  and 
the  bucket  which  it  holds  in  one  hand  by  the  handle  *,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  Gaul,, 
the  only  fculpture  of  the  kind  fouiul  in  our  ifland. 

Continue  my  ride  along  the  coalt,  enjoying  a  moll  beaatiftil  {H^fpeS:  of  the  Solway. 
Firth,  the  Ituna  eeftuarium  of  Ptolemy,  bounded  by  the  motnitains  of  Oallomy,  from 
the  hill  of  Cr^el,  near  Dumfries,  to  the  great  and  the  little  Rofs,  not  remote  froa 
Kirkcudbright. 

Keep  on  the  Ihore  3S  hx2s  the  village  of  Allanby :  then  turn  to  the  nonh-eafli,  ride 
over  a  low  barren  woodlefs  trad,  and  dirmal  moors,  feeing  on  th«  left  Gr^el  in  Scot- 
bad,  andon  the  right  Skiddaw,  both  quite  clear;  the  taft  now  appears  of  an  infulting 
he^ht  over  its  neighbours.  Had  the  weather  been  mifty  it  would  have  had  its  cap  ; 
and  probably  Crefel,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  would  have  fympathized ; 

If  cTcrSkiiJdBwwcart  a  cap, 
Crefel  woM  foil  wellof  that. 

Dine  at  Wtgton>  a  finall  town,  with  Ibme  manofiidDres  of  coarie  checks.  Do£tor 
Bum  fays  that  the  church  has  never  beov  rebuilt  lince  the  days  of  its  founder  Oditfd  d^ 
Logis,  cotemporary  with  Henry  I.  About  a  mile  or  two  to  the  right  is  old  Carliflej 
fiippo£ed  by  Mr.  Horfely  to  have  bees  the  Olenacum  of  the  Notitia. 

From  Wigtoo  the  country  continues  very  flat  and  barren,  to  a  fmail  diftmce  of  Caiv 
4iile.  Near  that  city  a  belter  culdvadon  takes  place,  and  the  fields  often  appear  covered 
with  linea  mwufa£tures :  crols  ^le  river  Cauda,  that  -runs  through  the  fuburbs,  aid 
enter  the  city  at  the  Iri£h  gate. 

Carlille  is  molt  pleafantly  fituated ;  like  Cheder  is  furrounded  whh  walb^bet  invoy 
badrepalr,  and  kept  very  dirty.  The  caftle  is  ancient,  but  makes ,a  good  appearance 
at  a  diftance :  the  view  from  it'  confilts  of  an  eztenfive  traA  of  rich  meadows  of  the 
nver  Eden,  here  fbrDuog  two  brao^es  and  infulating  the  groimd  :  over  one  is  a  bridge 
Suppl.  III.  p.3«|Ub.  H.  .  ' 
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of  fourj  over  the  other  one  of  nine  arches.  There  is  befides  a  profpeft  o^  a  riclv 
country }  and  a  diftant  view  of  Cold-fetis,  Crofs-fellsi  Sltiddaw,  and  other  mouD* 
tains. 

The  caflle  was  founded  by  William  Rufus,  who  reftored  the  city,  after  it  bad  lain 
two  hundred  years  in  ruins  by  the  Danes.  Richard  III.  made  fome  additions  to  it : 
and  Henry  VJII.  built  the  citadel,  an  oblong  with  three  round  baftions  feated  -on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  town  :  in  the  inner  gate  of  the  caftle  is  flill  remaining  the  old  PoriculHs; 
and  here  are  ftiewn  the  apartments  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  where  ftie  was  lodged  for 
fotne  time  after  her  landing  at  Workington ;  and  after  being  for  a  little  fpace  enter- 
tained with  flattering  rtfpeit,  found  herlelf  prifoner  to  her  jealous  rirah 

CarlJITe  has  two  other  gates  befides  the  IriOi,  viz.  the  Knglifli  and  the  Scotch.  The 
principal  Hreet  is  very  fpacious ;  in  it  is  a  guard-houfe,  built  by  Cromwell,  command- 
mg  three  other  ftreets  that  open  into  this.    . 

The  cathedral,  begun  by  Walter,  deputy  under  William  Rufus,  is  very  incomplete,. 
Cromwell  having  pulled  down  part  in  1649  to  build  barracks :  there  remains  fome 
portion  that  VPas  built  in  the  Saxon  mode,  with  round  arches,  and  valt  mafiy  round 
pillars,  whole  ftafts  are  only  fourteen  feet  two  inches  high,  and  circumference  full 
leventeen  and  a  half:  the  reft  is  more  modern,  faid  u  have  been  built  by  Edward  III* 
who  had  an  apartm^t  to  lodge  in,  in  his  irequent  expediuons  into-Scothnd.  The- 
arches  in  this  latter  building  are  Iharp  pointed,  the  pillars  round  and  duftered,  and  ihe 
ioflde  of  the  arches  prettily  ornamented.  Above  are  two  galleries,  but  with  windows- 
•nly  in  the  upper ;  that  in  the  ealt  end  has'  a  magnificeiit  fimplicity,  and  the  paintett 
glafe  an  uncommon  neatness,  notwithftanding  there  is  not  a  fmgle  figure  in  it.- 

The  choir  was  not  founded  till  about  the  year  1354 ;  the  tabernacle  work  ih-tt-  i& 
extt^mely  pretty ;,  but  on  the  aifles  on  each  fide  are  fome  ftrange  legendary  paintings  of 
Ae  hillory  of  St.  Cuthbert  and  St.  Auguftine  :  one  reprefents  the  faint  vifited  -by  ait. 
flncleanfpint,who.tempts.him  inamoft  indecent  manner,  as  thefe  lines  import: 

The  fpyrit  of  Foraicatiun  tu-hlm  Joih  aper  1 

And  thus  he  chafteoeth  hya  body  with  tharue  and  with  bryer. 

At  the  weft,  end  of  the  church  is  a  large  ptam  altar  tomb  called  the  Blue-ftone :  on 
this  the  toiants  of  the  dean  and  chapter  by  certain  tenures,  were  obliged  to  pay  thdr 
rents. 

There  had  be^  only  one  religious  houfe  in  this  city  j  a  priory  of  black  canons  found- 
ed  by  Henry  L,  replaced  on  the  fuppreffion,  by  adean  and  four  canons  fecular ;  but 
what  the  tyrant  Henry  VIII.  had  fpared,  fuch  as  the  cloifters  and  other  reliqiies  of  the 
priory,  fell  in  after-times  viftims  to  fanatic  fury ;  no  remains  are  to  be  feen  at"  prefent,  ~ 
except.the  gateway,  and  a  handfome  building  called  the  Fratry,  or  the  lodging-room  of 
the  lay-brothers,  or  novices. 

Before  this  piousfbundation,  St.  Cuthbert  in  686  fixed  here  a  convent  of  monks, 
and  a  nunnery,  overthrown  in  the  general  defolation  of  the  place  by  the  Danes., 

But  to  trace  the  antiquity  of  this  city  with  hiftoric  regularity,  the  reader  fliould  learn, 
that  after  laying  afide  all  fabulous  accounts,  the  Britains  call  it  Caer-Lualid,  that  it  was 
named  by  Antonine,  or  the  author  of  bis  itinerary,  LugovalUum,  or  ihe  city  of  Lual  on 
ihe  vallum  or  wall. 

That  it  was  probably  a  place  of  note  in  the  feventh  century,  for  Egfrid  prefented  it 
ro  St.  Cuthhw-twith  fiifte«i  miles  of  territory  around  ;  that  the  Danes  entirely  deilroyed 
it  in  the  ninth  century,  and  that  it  remained  in  ruins  fcH-  two  hundred  years.  WiHiam. 
llufus,  in  1093,  in  a  progtefs  he  made  into  thcfe  parts,  was  ftruck  with  the  fituation» 
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j^unded  the  callle,  rebuilt  the  town  and  fortiikd  it  as  a  bulwark  againd  the  Scots :  he- 
Y>Ianted  there  a  large  colony  from  the  foutb,  who  are  faid  to  be  the  firft  who  introduced 
tillage  in  that  part  of  the  north. 

Henry  I.,  in  1 1  aa,  gave  a  fum  of  money  to  the  city,  and  ordered  fome  additional  for-, 
tifications.  Stephen  yielded  it  to  David,  King  of  Scotland,  ^fier  the  recovery  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifti,  it  underwent  a  cruel  fiege  by  William  the  Lion,  in.  1 173; 
and  was  agai.i  befieged  by  Robert  Bruce,  in  1315  ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  was 
almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  fire.  The  greater  events  from  that  period  are  unknown 
tome,  till  its  reddrtion  to  the  rebels  in  1745,  on  November  1 6th,  when  its  weaknefs 
made  it  untenable,  even  had  it  not  been  feized  with  the  epidemic  panic  of  the  times.  It 
was  retaken  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  on  the  goih  of  December  following,  and  the 
fmall  felf-devoted  garrifon  made  prifoners  on  terms  that  preferved  them  (without  the 
ihadow  of  impeachment  of  his  Highnefs's  word)  for  future  juftlce. 

The  town  at  prefent  confifts  of  two  parilhes,  St.  Cuthbert's  and  the  cathedral,  and 
contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants ;  is  handfomely  built,  and  kept  very  neal. 
Here  is  a  confiderable  manufaSure  of  printed  litiens  and  coarfe  checks,  which  bring  in 
near  3000!.  per  annum  in  duties  to  the  crowQ.  It  is  noted  for  a  great  manufacture  of 
whips,  which  employs  numbers  of  children  ;  here  are  alfo  made  moft  excellent  fifli- 
hooks ;  but  I  was  told  that  the  mounting  them  with  flies  is  an  art  the  inhabitants  of 
l^ngholm  are  celebrated  for. 

May  28.  Saw,  at  Mr.  Bernard  Burton's  a  pleaTing  fight  of  twelve  little  induftriou^ 
girls  fpinoing  at  once  at  a  horizontal  wheel,  which  fets  twelve  bobbios  in  motion ;  .yet 
fo  contrived  that  fliould  any  accident  happen  to  one,  the  motion  of  that  might  be 
flopped  without  any  impediment  to  the  others. 

At  Mrs  Cufl's  I  was  favoured  with  the  fight  c^»  fine  head  of  father  HuddleAon,  ia 
black,  with  a  large  band  and  long  grey  hair,  with  an  uplifted  crucifix  in  his  hand,  pro- 
bably taken  in  {he  attitude  in  which  he  lulled  the  foul  of.  the  departing  profligate 
Charles  II. 

In  this  city  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  introduced  to  that  worthy  veterah  Captain 
iGiipin.  1  received  from  him  numbers  of  fine  drawings  of  views,  and  antiquities  rela- 
tive to  this  county.  Some  have  been  engraven  to  illuftrate  this  work  j  others  Ipre- 
ferve  in  memory  of  the  good  and  ingenious  donof . 

Crofs  the  little  river  Petrel,  the  third  that  bounds  the  city,  and  at  about  three  miles 
raft,  fee  Warwick^  or  Warthwick  church,  remarkable  for  its  tribune  orVounded  eaft  end, 
"Tvith  thirteen  narrow  niches,  ten  feet  eight  high,  and  feventeen  inches  broad,  reaching 
almo'l  to  the  ground,  and  the  top  of  each  arched  ;  in  two  or  three  is  a  fmall  window. 
The  whole  church  is  built  with  good  cut-ftone  j  the  length  is  feventy  feet,  but  it  once 
extended  above  one  and  twenty  feet  farther  weft  ;  there  being  fliU  at  that  end  a  good 
rounded  arch,  now  filled  up. 

This  church  is  of  great  antiquity,  but  the  date  of  the  fonndation  unknown.  It  was 
pranted.in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror*  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary's  Tork,  and 
then  mentioned  as  a  chapel. 

Beneath  it  is  a  handfome  bridge  of  three  arches  over  the  Eden,  "a  beautiful  river. 
Side  for  two  miles  over  a  rich  and  well  cultivated  tra^,  to  Corbie  cattle, ^ow  a  modem 
houfe,  feated  on  an  eminence  above  the  river,  which  runs  through  a  deep  and  finely 
wooded  glen  ;  that  p>irt  next  the  houfc  judicioufly  planned  and  laid  out  in  walks :  in 
one  of  them  is  the  votiv^  altar  engraven  in  Mr.  Gordon's  Itinerary,  tab.  43,  with 
tolerable  exa^nefs,  except  on  t)te  top,  for  the  hollow  is  triangular,  not  round. 

•  Dugdsle's  Monaft.  I.  3,7, 
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The  fight  from  this  walk  of  the  celebrated  cells,  and  the  arch  of  the  ancient  priory, 
were  fo  tempting  that  I  could  not  refift  croffing  the  river  to  pay  a  vifit  to  thofe  curious 
remains.  The  laft  is  the  gateway  of  the  religious  houle  of  Wetherel,  with  its  fine 
elliptic  arch  :  the  houfe  was  once  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  in  York,  given  by 
Ranulph  de  Mefchines,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  maintained  a  prior  and  eight  monks  •. 

A  little  farther,  in  the  mtdH:  of  a  vafl  precipice,  environed  with  woods,  are  cut,  with 
much  labour,  fome  deep  cells  in  the  live  rock :  the  front  and  entrance  (the  laft  is  en  one 
fide)  are  made  of  fine  cut-ftone ;  in  the  front  are  three  windows,  and  a  fire-place :  the 
cells  are  three  in  number,  divided  by  partitions  of  the  native  rock,  four  feet  three 
inches  thick  :  each  is  twelve  feet  eight  inches  deep,  and  about  nine  fieet  fix  wide  in  the 
lower  part,  where  theyare  more  extenfive  than  in  their  beginning  :  before  them,  from 
the  door  to  the  end,  is  a  fort  of  gallery  twenty-three  feet  and  a  half  long,  bounded  by 
the  front,  which  hangs  at  an  awful  height  above  the  Eden..  There  are  marks  of  bolts^ 
bars  and  other  fecurities  in  the  %vindow8  and  door  -,  and  vefiiges,  which  (hew  that  there 
had  been  doors  to  the  cells. 

Thefe  are  called  Conftantine's  cells,  bttt  more  commonly  the  fafeguard,  bang  fup- 
pofed  to  have  baen  the  retreat  of  the  monks  of  the  neighbouring  priory,  during  the- 
mroads  of  the  Scots  ;  no  one  who  fees  them  wilt  doubt  their  fecurity,  being  approach, 
able  only  by  a  molt  horrible  path,  amidft  woods  that  grow  rather  out  of  precipices 
than  flopes,  impending  over  the  t^r  fubjacent  river  ;  and  to-eacreafe  the  difHculty,  the 
door  is  placed  at  no  fmall  height  from  this  only  accefs,  fo  that  probably  the  monks  as- 
cended by  a  ladder,  which^they  might  draw  up  to  fecure  their  retreat. 

I  fearched  without  fuccefs  for  the  rnfcription  on  the  fame  rock,  a  little  higher  14)  the 
liver.    Thcwords,  as  prelerved  in  the  Archaelogia  ft  ^^ 


The  firft  line  is  faid  to  be  a  prd  diftant  from  the  other,  and  near,  isa  coarfe  figure- 
•fa  deer.     The  meaning  is  too  dark  to  be  explained. 

Return  to  Corbie;  and  find  in  the  houfe  an  excellent  pifture  of  a  mufician  playing. 
on  a  bafe-viol  i  the  work  of  a  Spanilh  mailer,  part  of  the  plunder  of  Vigo.  A  large 
piece  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  his  Emprefs  j  he  fitting  with  a  ftem  look,  as  i£ 
seproving  her,  and  alluding  to  a  cafket  on  a  table  before  them.  She  ftands,  and  has: 
in  her  countenance  a  mixture  of  obftinacy  and  fear. 

On  the  ftair  cafe  is  a  full  length  of  Lord  William  Howard,  third  Ton  of  the  Diike  of" 
Norfolk,  known  in  thefe  parts  by  the  name  of  bald  Willy.,  He  lived  in  the  time  of  " 
jQueen  Elizabeth,  and  was  the  terror  of  the  Mofs  troopers,  ruling  with  a.  rod  of  iron,, 
but  by  hisneceflary  feyerily,  civilized  the  country. 

There  are  no  traces  of  the  old  caftle.  The  manor  belonging  to  it  was  granted  by 
Henry  II.  to  Hubert- de  Vallibus,  whoconfigned  this  and  Warwick,  to  Odard,.whogave- 
Corbie  to  his  eldeft  fcm,  Ofiiert  and  Warwick  to  his  younger  fonj.  William.  By  the 
death  of  Olbert,  William  became  poflTefled  of  both.  His  eldeft  fon,  John,  fixed  him- 
felf  at  Warwick,  and  took  the  name  of  the  place,  which  continued  in  the  ftmily  till  its. 
extin£lion,in  themaleline,  in  1772.  In  the  3  lA  of  Edward  I.  it  was  held  by  Thomas: 
de  Richemount  v.  from  him,  came  to  Sir  Andrew  de  Harcla^  the  unfortunate  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  executed  in  the  time  of  Edward  If.  and  on  his  attainder,  to  Sir  Richard  de- 
gaHteld-:  from  his  heirs  to  Lord  William  Howard  then  of  Naworth,  who  fettled  it  upon. 
bis  fecond  fan,  in  whofe  line  it  ftiil  continues. 

•  Dugdite's  Monaft.  I:  38$.  f  Ibtd.  8fi. 
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Returnee!  to  Carlifle,  and  continue  there  dtl  the  30th  of  May.  Crofs  the  Eden,  that 
flows  about  ten  miles  below  into  the  Solway  Firth.  Pafs  over  near  the  village  of  bian- 
vick  a  mile  from  CarliAe.  The  fite  of  the  Pids,  or  more  properly  Adrian's  or  Severus'4 
wall,  begun  by  the  £r(l  Emperor,  and  completed  by  the  lalt,  who  may  with  morejuf- 
tice  be  faid  to  have  built  a  wall  of  {lone,  near  the  place,  where  Adrian  had  made  his  of 
larf.  For  that  reafon  the  Bntains  ftyled  it  Guatfever,  Gal-fwer,  and  Mur-fver.  But 
at  prefent  not  a  trace  is  to  be  difcovered  in  thefe  parts,  except  a  few  foundations,  now 
covered  with  earth,  to  be  feen  in  a  fleld  called  Wall-know.  From  thence  it  paiTes  be* 
hind  Stanwick  to  Hiflbpholm  bank,  an  eminence  above  the  river  ;  on  which  are  vef- 
tiges  of  fome  dikes  defcribing  a  fmatl  fquare,  the  fite  of  a  fort  to  defend  the  pafs ;  for 
the  wall  reached  to  the  edge  of  the  Vater,  was  condnued  to  the  oppofite  Tide,  over' 
Soceres  meadow,  and  extended  ten  or  twelve  miles  farther,  till  it  terminated  at  Bowbiefi, 
on  the  Solway  Firth.  Adrian's  wall,  or  rather  rampart,  was  made  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
wall,  and  is  vifible  in  Ibme  places,  but  ceafes  at  or  near  Burgh,  the. Axelodunum  of  the 
Ifotida.  Probably  this  was  a  flation  for  cavalry,  for  near  Hiflbp  bank  is  a  Hupendous^ 
siunber  of  horfes*  bones,  expofed  by  the  falling  of  the  cliff. 

Crofs  the  Leven,  and  ride  through  the  village  of  Arthuret:  in  the  church-yard  is  a 
rude  crofs,  with  a  pierced  capital,  forming  the  exaft  figure  of  the  crofs  of  the  knights- 
of  Malta,  and  it  is  probable,  it  was  ere£led  by  one  of  that  order.  In  the  fame  ground 
was  interred  the  remains  of  poor  Archy  Armllrong,  jefter  or  fool  to  Charles  I.  and.by 
accident,  fuit?.ble  to-his  profefiion,  the  day  of  his  funeral  was  the  firft  of  April.  Archy^ 
had  long  fhot  his  bolt  with  great  applaufe,  till  it  fell  unfortunately  upon   the  prelate  ' 

Laud  *,  who,  with  a  pride  and  weaknefs  beneath  his  rank  and  character,  procured  an 
order  of  council,  the  king  prefent,  for  degrading  the  fool,  by  pulling  his  motly  coat 
ever  his  h«i(i,  for  difcharging  him  of  the  King's  fervice,  and  banifhing  htm  the  court. 
Near  the  village  are  fome  high  and  irregular  ^dy  eminences ;  probably  natural,  not- 
withlbnding  a  contrary  opinion  has  been  held,  becaufe  fome  coins  and  an  um  have 
been  found  in  them. 

Reach  Netherby,  the  feat  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graham,  placed  on  a  rifing  ground, 
wafiied  by  theE&,  and  commanding  an extenfiye  view  }  more  pleafing  to  Mr.  Graham, 
as  he  fees  from  it  a  creation  of  his  own ;  lands  that  dghteen  years  ago  were  in  a  date  of 
-nature  ;  the  people  idle  and  bad,  (till  ret^ning  a  fmack  of  the  feudal  manners :  ,fcari;e ' 
a  hedge  to  be  feen :  and  a  total  ignorance  prevailed  of  even  coal  and  lime.  His  improv-- 
ing  fpirit  foan  .wrought  a  great  change  in  thefe  parts :  his  example  inftilled  into  the  in-- 
habitants  an  inclination  to  indullry:  and  they  foon  found  the  difference  between  ffoi^ 
.and  its  concomitants,  dirt  and  beggary,  and  a  plenty  that  a  right  appKcadon  of  the  arts 
.of  huibandry  brought  among  them.  They  lay  in  the  midft  of  a  rich  country,  yet  ftarved 
in  it ;  but  in  a  foiall  time  they  found,  that  inltead  of  a  produce  that  hardly  fupported- 
themfelves,  they  could  raife  even  fupplies  for  (heirneighbours  :  that  much  of  their  laqd 
was  fo  kindlyas  tobear  eom  for  many  years  fucceflively  without  the  help  of  manure,' 
.and  lor  the  nxn^  ungrateful  foils,  that  there  were  lime-ftones  to  be  had,  and  coal- 
•to  bum  them.  The  wild  traft  foon  appeared  in  form  of  verdant  meadows  or  fruitful 
'Com  fields :  from  the  Brtl,  they  were  foon  able  to  fend  to  diltant  places  catde  and  butter: 
and  their  dairies  enabled  them  to  fupport  a  numerous  herd  of  hogs,  and  carry  on  a  con- 
-fderable  tralEck  in  bacon.:  their  arable  lands,  a  commerce  as  far  as  Lancafhire  in  com. 
A  traftdi'lingurfhed  forks  fertility  and  beauty,  ran  in  form  of  a  valley  forfome  fpace 
in  view  of  Netiietby  :  it  has  been  finely  reclaimed  irom  its  original  ftate,  prettily  divided, . 
'*  'When  ihriiMvt  Hrmed  at  court  of  the  tonMiliiin  Scoilandioccarinnvd  by  theatienpt  to  imro'tiice  the 
lu«rit7  (a  proje&of  Land),  A.icb7.uatiKJuly,nct')iri(h  the  Arebb)Cbopj  uidbad  (he  prcfamptiuu  luaik 
liU.Graccw-Wtw  i>  fool  now  i 
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■well  planted  with  hedges,  and  well  peopled  ;  the  ground  originally  not  worth  fix-pence 
an  acre,  was  improved  to  the  value  of  thirty  (hillings ;  a  traft  completely  improved  in  alt 
fefprfts,  except  in  houft-s,  the  ancient' clay-dabbed  habitations  Hill  exifting.  I  fa,w  ic  in 
that  fituation  in  the  year  1 769  :  at  this  rime  a  melancholy  extent  of  black  turbery,  the 
eruption  of  the  Solway  mofs,  having  in  a  few  days  covered  grafs  and  corn,  levelled  the 
boundaries  of  almoft  every  farm,  dellroyed  moft  of  the  houfes,  and  driven  the  poorin- 
habitants  to  the  utmoft  diflrcfs,  till  they  found  (which  was  not  long)  from  their  land- 
lard  every  relief  that  a  hurftane  mind  could  fuggeft.  Happily  his  fortune  favoured  his 
inclination  to  do  good  ;  for  the  mlLant  lofs  of  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  could  prove 
no  check  to  his  benevolence. 

On  vifiting  the  place  from  whence  this  difafter  had  flowed,  it  was  apparently  a  natural 
phasnomenon,  without  any  thing  wotiderful  or  unprecedented.  Felling  mofs,  near 
Garftang,  had  made  the  fame  fort  of  eru'Jjlibn  in  the  prefent  century  ;  and  Chat-mofs, 
between  Manchefter  and  Warrington,  in  the  time  of  Henry  Vill.  as  Leland  expreffes  it, 
"  brad  up  within  a  miie  of  Morley-haul,  and  deftroied  much  grounde  \ykh  molfe  there- 
about, and  deftroied  much  frefch  water  fifhche  thereabour,  firft  corrupting  with  {link- 
ing water  Glafebrooke,  and  fo  Glafebrooke  carried  flinking  water  anr|  mofi'e  into  Mer- 
fey  water,  and  Merfey  corruptid  carried  the  roulling  moffe,  part  to  tlie  fhores  of  Wales, 
part  to  the  ifle  of  Man,  and  fum  into  Ireland ;  and  in  the  very  top  of  Chately  more, 
where  the  moffe  was  hyeft  and  brake,  is  now  a  fair  plaine  valley  as  was  in  tymes  pafte, 
and  a  ryile  runnith  hit,  and  pi-aces  of  fmaul  trees  be  found  in  the  bottom." 

Solway  Mofs  confifts  of  fixteen  hundred  acres  ;  lies  fome  height  above  the  cultivated 
trad,  and  feems  to  have  been  nothing  but  a  colledion  of  thin  peaty  mud  :  the  furface 
itfelf  was  always  fo  near  the  Hate  of  a  quagmire,  that  in  mod  places  it  was  unfafe  fcnr 
any  thing  heavier  than  a  fportfrnan  10  venture  on,  even  in  the  dried  fummer. 

The  (hell  or  crud  that  kept  this  liquid  within  bounds,  neareft  to  the  valley,  was  at 
lirft  of  fufiicient  drength  to  conimn  it :  but  by  the  imprudence  of  the  peat-diggers,  who' 
were  continually  working  on  that  Hde,  at  length  became  fo  weakoied,  as  not  longer  to 
.  be  aUe  to  refift  the  weight  prefling  on  it :  to  this  may  "be  added,  the  fluidity  of  the 
tnnfs  was  greatly  increafed  by  three  days  rain  of  unufual  violence,  which  preceded  the 
eruption  ;  and  extended  itfelf  in  a  line  as  far  as  Newcallle  :  took  in  part  of  Durham, 
and  a  fmall  portion  of  Yorkdiire,  running  in  a  parallel  line  of  about  equal  breadth ; 
both  fides  of  which  running  north  and  fouth,  experienced  an  uncommon  drought.  It 
is  (inguiar  that  the  fall  of  Newcadle  bridge  and  this  accident  happened  within  a  night  of 
each  other. 

Late  in  the  night  of  the  17th  of  November  of  the  lad  year,  a  farmer,  who  Hved 
Tieared  the  mofs,  was  ahrmed  with  an  unufual  noife.  The  cruft  had  at  once  given 
way,  and  the  black  deluge  was  rolHng  towards  his  boufe,  when  he  was  gone  out  with  a 
lantern  to  fee  the  caufe  of  his  freight :  he  faw  the  ftream  approach  him ;  and  firft 
thought  that  it  was  his  dunghill,  that  by  fome  fupematural  caufe,  had  been  fet  in  mo- 
tion ;  but  foon  difcovenng  the  danger,  he  ga«e  notice  to  his  neighbours  with  all  ex- 
pedition :  but  others  received  no  other  advice  but  what  this  Stygian  tide  gave  them  : 
Ibnie  by  its  noife,  many  by  its  entrance  into  their  houfes,  and  I  have  been  affured  that 
fome  were  furpriz  'd  with  it  even  in  their  beds  :  thefe  pad  a  horrible  night,  rematniiig 
totally  ignorant  of  their  fate,  and  the  caufe  of  their  calamity,  till  the  morning,  whoi 
their  neighbours,  with  difficulty,  got  them  out  through  the  roof.  About  three  hundred 
aaes  of  mofs  were  thus  dilchargeJ,  and  above  four  hundred  of  land  covered  :  the 
houfes  either  overthrown  or  filled  to  their  roofe}  and  the  hedgts  overwhelmed  ;  but 
providentially  not  a  Lunian  life  lod  :  feveral  catde  were  fuffocated}  and  thofe  which 
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were  boufed  had'  a  very  fmall  chance  of  efcaping.  The  cafe  of  a  cow  is  fo  Sngular  as 
lodeferve  mMition.  She  was  the  only  one  out  of  eight,  in  the  fame  cow-houfe,  that 
was  faved,  after  having  flood  fixly  hours  up  to  the  neck  in  mud  and  water :  when  fhe 
was  relieved,  (he  did  not  refufe  to  eat,  but  would  QOMalle  water :  nor  could  even  looh 
without  fhewing  manifefl  (igns  of  horror. 

The  eruption  burfl  from  the  place  of  its  difcharge,  like  a  cataraft  of  thick  ink ;  and 
condnaed  in  a  dream  of  the  fame  appearance,  intermixed  with  great  fragments  of  peat, 
with  their  heathy  furface ;.  then  flowed  like  a  tide  charged  with  pieces  of  wreck,  filling 
the  whole  valley,  running  up  every  little  opening,  and  on  its  retreat,  leaving  upon  the 
ihore  tremendous  heaps  of  turf,  mftnorials  of  the  height  this  dark  torrent  arrived  at. 
The  farther  it  flowed,  the  more  room  it  had  to  expand,  leffeoing  in  depth,  till  it  mixed 
its  llre^n  with  that  of  the  Elk. 

The  furface  of  the  mofs  received  a  confiderable  change :  what  was  before  a  plain, 
now  funk  in  the  form  of  a  vail  bafon,  and  the  lofs  of  the  contents  fo  lowered  the  fur- 
^ceastogive  to  Netherby  a  new  view  of  land  and  trees  unfeen  before. 

Near  tms  laofs  was  the  fbameful  reddiiion  in  1 543,  of  the  Scotch  army,  under  the- 
commaod  of  Oliver  Sinclair,  minion  of  James  V.  (to  Sir  Thomas  Wharton,  warden  of 
the  marches.)  The  nobility,  defperate  with'  rage  and  pride,  when  they  heard  that 
favourite  procIainieiT  general,  preferred  an  immediate  furrender  to  a  handful  of  ene- 
mies, rather  than  fight  for  a  King  who  treated  them  with  fuch  contempt.  The  Englifh- 
commander  obtained  abloodlefs  victory  :  the  whole  Scotch  army  was  taken,  or  difperfed, 
and  a  few  fugidves  perifh-d  in  this  very  mofs-:  as  a  confirmation  it  is  faid,  that  a  few 
years  ago  fome  peat>diggers  difcovered  in  it  thelkeletons  of  a  trooper  and. his  horfe  in- 
complete azmour. 

In  my  return  vifit  the  ancient  border-houfe  at  Krrk-andrews,  oppofite  to  Netherby : 
k  confifts  only  of  a  fquare  tower,  with  a  ground  floor,  and  two  apartments  above,  one 
ever  the  other  :  in  the  Brfl  floor  it  was  ufual  to  keep  cattle  ;  in  the  two  lall  was  lodged 
the  family.  In  ihofe  very  unhappy  dmes,  every  one  was  obliged  to  keep  guard-  againft 
perhaps  his  neighbour ,  and  fometimes  to  fhut  themfelves  up  for  days  together,  with-- 
out  any  opportunity  of  tailing  the  fi^fh  wr,  but  from  the  battlemented  top  of  their 
caftelet.  Their  windows  were  very  fmall ;  their  door  of  iron.  If  the  robbers  at- 
tempted to  break  it  open,  they  were  annoyed  from  above  by  the  flinging  of  great  ftone^ 
or  by  deluges  o£  fcaWing  water  '^ 

As  late  as  the  r«gn  of  our  James  I.  watches  were  kept  along  the  whole  border,  and 
at  every  ford  by  day  and  by  night :  fetters,  watchers,  fearchers  of  the  watchers,  and 
©verfeera  of  the  watchers  were  appointed.  Befides  thefe  cautions,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  marches  were  obliged  to  keep  fuch  a  number  of  Hough  dogs,  or  what  we  call 
blood-hounds  :  for  example,  *'  in  thefe  parts,  beyond  the  Efk,  by  the  inhabitants 
there  \vere  to  be  kept  above  the  ibot  of  Sark,  1  dog.-  Item,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mfyde  of  Efk,  ,to  Richmond  Cluch,  to  be  kept  at  the  Moot,  i  dog.  Item,  by  the  in- 
habitaiits  of  the  parifh  of  Arthuret,  above  Richmond  Clugh,  to  be  k£pE  at  the  Barley-  - 
head,  I  dog  ;  and  fo  on  throughout  the  border.'*'  The  chief  officers,  ballifis  and  con- 
^  itables  throughout  the  diibid  being  direded  to  fee  that  the  inhabitants  kept  their  quota 
of  dogs,  aod  paid  their  contributions  for  their  maintenance.  Perfons  who  were  ag^  - 
grieved,  or  had  loft  any  thing,  were  allowed  to  purfue  the  hot  ,trode  with'hound.- 
and  born,  with  hue  and  cry,  and  all  other  accullomed  manners  of  hot  purfuUf. 

■  Life  oE  Lon]  Kefpir  Guildford,  p.  138. 

t  HklioflOD'i  bonier  latn,  p,.  137.    Id  tbe  Appendix  it  to -be  fccn  an  order  for  tbcfccurity'of  the^ 
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The  neceflity  of  all  this  was  very  (Irong ;  for  before  the  acceffion  of  James  1.  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  the  borders  of  both  were  in  perpetual  feuds :  after  that  happy  event,  thofo 
that  lived  by  hollile  excurfions,  took  to  pillaging  their  neighbours;  and  about  that 
period  got  the  name  of  mofe-troopers,  from  their  living  in  the  tnolTes  of  the  country. 

They  were  the  terror  of  the  limits  of  both  kingdoms  ;  at  one  time  amounted  to  fome 
thoufands,  butby  the  feveriiy  of  the  laws,  and  the  activity  of  Lord  WilBam  Howard, 
vere  at  ttngth  extirpated.  I'he  life  and  manners  of  one  of  the  plundering  chieftains  is 
-well  exemplified  by  the  confeflion  of  Giordie  Bourne,  a  noted  thief,  who  fuffered  when 
Robert  Cary,  Earl  Df  Monmouth,  was  warden  of  one  of  thefe  marches :  he  fiiiriy  ac- 
knowledged, "  That  he  had  lived  long  enough  to  do  fo  many  villainies  as  he  had  done  ; 
that  he  had  layne  with  above  forty  men's  wives,  what  in  England,  what  in  Scotland  ; 
that  he  had  killed  feven  Engliflimen  with  his  owne  handes,  cruelly  murthering  them  ( 
that  he  had  fpent  his  whole  time  in  whoring,  drinking,  ftealing,  and  taking  deep  re-  ' 
venge  for  flight  offences  "." 

Return  to  Netherby.  The  houfe  is  placed  on  the  fite  of  a  Roman  ftation,  the  caftra 
exploratorum  of  Antoninus,  and  was  well  fituated  for  commanding  an  eztenlive  view 
around.  By  fignifies  a  habitation  ;  thus,  there  are  three  camps  Or  Nations,  with  this 
termination,  not  very  remote  from  one  another,  -Netherby,  Middleby,  and  Ovcrby. 
The  firft,  like  Ellenborough,  has  been  a  rich  fund  of  curiofities  for  the  anufemeot  of 
antiquaries :  at  prefent  the  ground  theywere  difcovM-ed  in  is  covered  with  a  good  houfe 
and  ufeful  improvements  ;  yet  not  long  before  Leiand's  time  "  ther  hath  bene  tnar^ 
velus  buyldings,  as  appear  by  ruinous  walles,  and  men  alyve  have  fene  rynges  and 
flaplesynthe  walles  as  yt  had  been  ftayes  or  holdes  for  fliyppes t."  There  is  a  tradi- 
tion that  an  anchor  had  been  found  not  remote  from  Netherby,  perhaps  under  th* 
high  land  at  Arthuret,  i.  e.  Arthur's  head,  beneath  which  it  appeal^  as  if  the  tide  had 
■once  flowed. 

Every  thing  has  been  found  here  that  denotes-it  to  have  been  a  6xed  refidence  of  the 
Romans;  a  tine  Hypocau(l,or  bath,  was  difcovered  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  burial 
place,  now  a  fhrubbery,  was  pointed  out  to  me.  The  various  altars,  infcriptions,  uten- 
fils,  and  every  other  antiquity  collected  on  thefpot,  are  carefully  preferved,  and  lodged 
in  the  greai  houfe,  with  fome  others  colle^ed  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

June  ift.  Take  a  ride  to  Liddel's  Strength,  or  the  Mote.  A  llrong  entrenchm«it 
two  miles  S.  W.  of  Netherby,  on  a  fteep  and  lofty  day  cliff,  above  the  river  Lidde), 
commanding  a  vaft  extent  of  view  :  has  at  one  end  a  very  high  mount,  from  whence 
thecoumry  might  be  e}q)tored  to  very  great  ftdvaniage :  in  the  middle  is  the  fbundadon 
of  a  fquare  building,  perhaps,  the  praeioriuro  ?  This  place  is  ftnall,  rather  of  a  circula* 
form,  flrongly  entrenched  on  the  weak  fide ;  has  before  it  a  fort  of  half  mdoB,  with  a 
vaft  fofs  and  dike  as  a  fecurity.  From  this  place  to  Netherby  is  the  veftige  of  a  roadt 
That  this  fortrefs  has  been  originally  Roman  is  probable,  but  fmce  their  time  has  been 
applied  to  the  fame  ufe  by  other  warders.  "  It  was,  fays  Leland,  the  noted  place  of 
a  gentilman  cawled  Syr  Water  Sdeby,  the  which  was  killyd  there  and  the  place  de* 
flroyed  yn  King  Edward  the  thyrde  when  the  Scottes  whent  to  Dryham  J."  ' 

It  was  taken  by  ftorm  by  David  the  Hd.  The  gov«^or.  Sir  Waker,  would  bava 
compounded  for  his  Kfe  by  ranfome,  but  the  tyrant,  after  caufing  lus  tvro  foas  to  be 
Arangled  before  his  &ce,  ordered  the  bead  ef  the  father,  diftraOed  with  |;rie^  to  be 
ilf uck  off  §. 

•  Cary'g  Memoirs,  id.  ed.  p.  1x3.  +  Ldtnd'i  Itm,  -nU  p.  jfi.  3d.  ed. 

t  Leland  lUn.  »u.  5j.  §  Siow'i  ChrtiDide,  a+j. 
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t>^cend  the  htll,-^  and  croffing  the  Ltddel,  enter  Scotland  in  Liddefdale,  a  portion  ' 
of  the  county  of  Dumfries:  a  moft  fertile  and  cultivated  traflbf  low  arable  and  pallure 
land.  Keep  by  th^  river  fide  for  three  miles  farther  to  Penton-lins,  where  is  a  m<Jll 
vjld  but  pidurefque  fcene  of  the  river,  rapidly  flowing  along  ryde  rocks  bounded  by  '  ' 
cKffs,  cloathed  on  each  fide  by  trees.  The  bottom  the  water  rolls  over  affumes  various 
forms  J  but  the  moft  fingular  are  beds  of  ftone  regularly  quadrangular,  and  divided  by 
a  narrow  vacant  fpace  from  each  other,  referablrng  immenfe  mafles  of  Ludi  Helmontir, 
with  their  fepta  loft-.  Below  thefe,  the  rbcks  approach  each  other,  leaving  only  a  deep 
and  narrow  channel,  with  a  pretty  wooden  alpine  bridge  over  a  depth  of  furious  v^tcr, 
black  and  terrible  to  the  fight.  The  fides  of  the  rock  are  (Irangely  perforated  with 
great  and  circular-  hollows,  like  pots  j  the  work  of  the  vortiginous  motion  of  the  water 
in  great  floods. 

A  farmer  I  met  with  here  tol^  me,  that  a  pebble,  naturally  perforated,  was  an  infal- 
lible cure,  hung  over  a  horfe  that  was  bag-ridden,  or  troubled  with  no£tumal  fweats. 

Return  and  pafs  through  the  pariQi  of  Cannonfby,  a  fmall  fertile  plain,  watered  by 
the  Eik,  where  fome  canons  regular  of  St.  Augufline  had  [Htched  their  priory  at  leaJt 
before  the  year  1 296,  when  William,  prior  of  the  convent,  fwore  allegiance  *  to  £dw.  I. 
The  pariOi  is  very  populous,  ccmtainng  above  two  thoufand  fouls.  Much  coal  and 
Itmeftone  is  found  here. 

Moft  part  of  the  houfes  are  built  with  clay  :  the  perfon  who  has  building  in  view, 
pr^nres  the  materials,  then  fummons  .his  neighbours  on  a  fixed  day,  who  c^me  fur< 
nilhed  with  viduals  at  their  own  expence,  fet  cheerfully  to  work,  and  complete  the 
edifice  before  night. 

Afcend  a  bank  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  valley,  to  %  vaft  hnght  above  it :  the  fcenery 
is  great  and  enchanting ;  on  one  fide  is  a  view  of  the  river  Kfk,  hx  beneath,  running 
through  a  rocky  channel,  and  bounded  by  immenfe  precipices ;  in  various  places  fud- 
denly  deepening  to  a  vaft  profundity ;  white  in  other  parts  it  glides  over  a  Ixitton;  co- 
vered with  moues,  or  coloured  flones,  that  refled  through  the  pure  water  feints  glau< 
cons,  green,  or  fappharine :  thefe  various  views  are  in  moft  places  fully  open  to  fight ;  , 
in  others  fufier  a  partial  interruption  from  the  trees,  that  clothe  the  fleep  l»nk,  or  moot 
out  from  the  brinks  and  fiHures  of  the  precipices  ;  the  trees  are  in  general  oak,  but  often 
intermixfed  with  the  waving  boughs  of  the  weeping  birch. 

Two  precipices  ard  particularly  diftinguiflied :  one  called  Carfidel  j  the  other  Gi!- 
nochie's  garden :  the  laft  is  faid  to  have  been  the  retreat  of  a  celebrated  outlaw ;  but 
originally  had  evidently  been  a  fmatl  Britifh  fbrtrefs,  guarded  on  one  fide  by  the  Iteeps 
of  the  precipice,  on  the  other  by  a  deep  intrenchment. 

The  ride  was  extremely  diverfified  through  thick  woods,  or  fmall  thickets,  with  fu  J- 
den  tranfitions  from  the  fliade  into  rich  and  ^ell-hulbanded  fields,  bounded  on  every 
fide  with  woods  ;  with  vieT*s  of  other  woods  ftill  rifing  beyond.-  No  wonder  then  that 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts  yet  believe  the  fairies  revel  in  thefe  delightful  fcenes.' 

Crofs  the  E(k,  through  a  ford  with  a  bottom  of  folid  rock,  having  on  one  fide  the 
water  precipitating  itfelf  down  a  precipice  forming  a  fmall  cataraft,  which  Would  afford 
a  fcene  not  the  moft  agreeable  to  a  timid  mind.  The  water  too  was  of  the  moft  cryftal- 
line,  or  colourlefs  cltarncfs,  no  ftream  I  have  ever  feen  being  comparable;  fo  that  per- 
jbns  who  ford  this  river  are  often  ted  into  diftrelTes,  by  being  deceived  as  to  its  depth, 
for  the  great  tranfparency  gives  it  an  unreal  ftiallownefs. 

This  river  is  inhabited  by  trouts,  parrs,  loches,  minnows,  eels,  and  lampries ;  and 

*  Ketth't  Scotch  Bifiiopi,  i^Oi 
VOL.  HI.  E  a  wh«>  .  - 
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what  is  fiDguIar,  the  chub,  which  with  us  loves  only  the  deep  and  fttll  watos  hounded 
t^  clayey  banks. 

On  the  oppofite  eminence  fee  Hol-houfe,  a  defienfibls  tower  like  that  at  Kirk-aodrew^ 
and  one  of  the  fisats  <tf  the  famous  Johnny  Azmftrong,  Laird  of  Cilnockie,  .the  moft 
popular  and  potent  duef  of  his  time,  and  who  laid  the  whole  EngUlh  borders  under 
contribution,  but  never  injured  any  of  his  own  counoymen.  Hs  always  was  atteodegt 
with  twenty-four  genttemen  well  meunted:  and  when  James  V.  went  his  progrels  io- 
1538,  exprefsly  to  free  the  country  from  marauders  of  this  kind,  Gilnockie  appeared 
before  him.  wi^  thirty-fw  perfoos  ia  his  train  *,  moft  gorgeouQy  apparelled ;  and  himw 
felf  fo  richly  drefled,  that  the  king  laid,  "  What  wants  that  knave  that  a  king  fliould 
have  i"  iUs  majedy  ordered  bim.  and  his  followers  to  immediate  execution,  in  fpite  of 
the  great  offers  Gilnockie  made  i  who  finding  all  application  for  &vour  vain,,  he,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  old  ballad,  boldly  told  the  king» 

To  feik  hot  water  bennth  coM  jcci 

Snrelr  It  U  a.  grnt  foUie  t: 
Ihaif.BSced  ^ rac*  at  a  gtacdcG  fKCi 

Sut  thare  11  nane  &t  bj  iucd  aod  mo. 

I  few  a  boy,  a  dire&  d^eendantof  this  unloRunaie  brave^  who  with  his  whole  famity- 
are  faid  to  be  diftinguilhed  for  ihdr  honelLy  and  quiet  difpofmon,  happtty  degenerating 
from  their  great  anceftor. 

Continue  my  ride  <m  a  fine  tumpike  road,  through  beautiful  woods,  to  Mr.  MaX'. 
well's  of  Breombolme,  environed  with  a  moft  inagnificont  theatre  of  n«es,  doathing 
&e  lofty  hills,,  and  the  whole  furmounted  by  a  barren  mountain,  by  way  of  contrail. 
'  The  rent  ^  the  raixiund  which  Mr.  Maxwell  keeps  in  his  own  hands,  and  that  of  a 
hrm  now  disjoined  mxn  it,  was  in  the  unfettled-  time&  of  the  beginning  of  the  laft  cen> 
tury  only  five  pounds  Scotch,  or  eight  (hUIings  and  four-pence  Englifli.  At  prefent 
Mr.  Maxwell's  fhdie  alone  wouUltake  a  hundred  pounds  ilerling  annual  rent.  This  is 
nendoned  as  an  illufttution  of  the  happy  change  w  times,  and  the  increafe  of  rev^ues 
by  the  fecurity  ^e  owners  now  enjoy,  by  the  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  the 
cfaeapnefs  of  money  to  what  they  were  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  Indeed  it  fhould  be 
mentioned  that  the  old  rent  was  paid  by  a  Maxwell  to  a  MaxweU ;  and  perhaps  there 
might  be  fome  fmall  matter  of  favour  irom  the  chieftain  to  his  kinfman }  but  even  ad- 
nutting  fome  partiality,  the  rife  of  income  mud  be  amazing. 

The  road  continues  equally  beautiful,  along  a  fertile  glen,  bounded  by  hills  and  woods. 
Come  in  view  of  a  bridge,  with  the  pl^mg  motion  of  a  mill  wheel  feen  in  perfpe£tive 
through  the  middle  arch  i  the  river  was  here  low,  and  the  bed  appeared  roughened  with 
tranfverfe  waved  rocks,  extenfively  fpread,  and  Iharply  broken. 

The'  town  of  Langholme  appears  in  a  fnult  plain,  with  the  entrance  of  three  dales, 
and  as  many  rivers,  from  which  they  take  their  names,  entering  into  it,  viz.  Wachop- 
dale,  f  ufdaie,  and  Eflcdale }  the  bit  extends  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  length,  and  the  - 
fides  as  ^r  as  I  could  fee,  bounded  by  hills  of  fmooih  and  venlant  grafs,  the  fweet  food 
of  the  flieep,  the  great  ftaple  of  the  country.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  confiderable 
traffic  earned  on  in  thefe  animals,  thu  reader  may  be  tbtd,  that  i|roin  twenty  to  thirty-fix 
thojufand  lambs  are  fold  in  the  feveral  fairs  that  are  held  at  Langholme  in  the  year.  To 
this  muft  be  added,  the  great  profit  made  of  the  wool,  fold  into  England  for  our  coarfer 
manuhdures ;  of  the  fheep  themfelves  fent  into  the  fauth,  and  even  of  the  cheefe  and 
butter  made  from  the  milk  of  the  ewest* 

•  Liudfey,  147- 

I  For  ■  fulla  account  of  Uic  managcnicbt  of  the  fkxtp  of  tliis  county,  vide  tUe  Appendix. 
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The  truflces  for  encouTaglng  of  improvements  give  annual  premiums  to  fuch  who 
produce  the  fmeft  wool,  or  breed  the  bed  tups ;  a  wife  meafure  in  countries  emei^ing 
from  floth  and  poverty. 

The  mannfaftures  of  Langholme  arc  ftufls,  fergcs,  black  aad  white  plaids,  &c.  moIUy 
fold  into  England. 

The  caftle  is  no  more  than  a  fqnare  tower,  or  border-hoofe,  once  belonging  to  the 
Armftronga.  In  my  waHc  to  it  was  ftiewn  the  place  where  feveral  witches  had  fuSered 
in  the  laft  century  :  this  reminds  me  of  a  very  fmgular  belief  that  prevailed  not  many 
yeare  ago  in  thefe  parts  ;  nothing  lefs  than  that  the  midwives  had  power  of  transferring 
part  of  the  prima:val  curfe  bcftowed  on  our  great  firft  mother,  from  the  good  wife  to 
herhufband.  T  faw  thercputed  offspring  of  fuch  a  labour;  who  kindly  came, into  the 
world  Without  giving  her  mother  the  leaft  uiieafinels,  while  the  poor  huiband  was  roar- 
ing with  agony  in  his  nncouth  and  unnatural  pains. 

The  magiftrates  of  this  place  are  very  attentive  to  the  fuppreflion  of  all  exceflive  ex- 
ertioDS  of  that  unruly  member  the  tongue :  the  brank,  an  inltrument  of  puoifhment,  is 
always  in  readinefs,  and  I  was  favoured  with  the  Gght :  it  is  a  fort  of  head-piece,  that 
<^ens  and  inclofes  the  head  of  the  impatient,  while  an  iron,  Oiarp  as  a  chilTel,  enters  the 
momh,  and  fubdues  the  more  dreadful  weaporf  within.  This  had  been  ufed  a  month 
before,  and  as  it  cut  the  poor  female  till  blood  gu&ed  from  each  fide  of  her  mouth,  it 
would  be  weH  that  the  judges  in  this  cafe  would,  beibre  they  exert  their  power  agaio^ 
CMilider  nOt  only  th6  humanity,  but  the  legality  of  this  pra£tice. 

The  learned  Dofior  Plot  *  has  favoured  the  world  with  a  minute  defcnptioQ,  and  a 
fi^re  of  the  inftrument,  and  tells  us,  he  looks  on  it  "as  much  ^o  be  preferred  to  die 
dbcking-flool,  which  not  only  endangers  the  health  of  the  party,  but  alfo  ^es  the 
tortgue  liberty  *twixt  every  dip ;  to  neither  of  which  this  is  at  all  lyable.'* 

Among  the  various  cuftoms  now  obfolete,  the  mo{l  curious  was  that  of  hand-fifting, 
in  ufe  about  a  century  paft.  In  the  uppwpart  of  Eflcdale,  ar  the  confiueape  of  the 
white  aiid  the  black  Elk,  was  held  an  annual  rair,  where  multitudes  of  .each  fex  repaired. 
The  uniqarried  look  out  for  mates,  made  their  engagement  by  joining  hands,  or  by  hand- 
fifting,  vent  off  in  pairs,  cohabited  till  the  next  annual  return  of  the  &ir,  appeared 
there  again,'  and  then  were  at  liberty  to  declare  their  approbatbn  or  diilike  of  each 
oth^.  If  each  party  continued  conitant,  the  hand-fifUnE  was  renewed  for  life;  but  if 
either  p^rty  dillented,  the  engagement  was  void,  and  both  were,  at  full  liberty  to  mike 
a  nev  choice;  bat  with  thts  provifo,  that  the  inconflast  was  to  take  the  charge  of  the 
oSpring  of  the  year  of  probation.  This  cuftom  feemed  to  originate  from  the  wast  of 
clergy  in  this  county  in  the  days  of  popery.  This  tra£l  was  the  property  <^  the  abbj 
of  Melrofs,  which  through  oeconomy  difcontinued  the  vicars  that  were  ufed  to  difcharge 
here  the  clerical  offices ;  indead  they  only  made  annual  vlfiutions  for  the  purpofes  of 
mdrrying  and  baptifing,  and  the  perfon  thus  fent  was  called  Book  in  Bolbm,  probably 
from  -his  carrying,  by  way  of  readinefs,  the  book  in  his  breaft ;  but  even  this  being 
oinittedj  the  inhabitants  became  neceffitated  at  firft  to  take  this  method,  which  they 
eontinued  from  habit  to  pra£tife  long  after  the  reformation  had  fumilhed  them,  with 

cl«OT- 

PerfoQs  of  rank,  in  times  long  prior  to  thofe,  took  the  benefit  of  this  cuftom ;  for 
Undefey  t,  in  his  ragn'  of  James  II.,  fays,  **  lliat  James  fixth  Earl  of  Murray  begat 
uBCMi-I&bclItines,' daughter  of  the  loird  of  limes,  Alexander  Dunbar,  a  manof  fmgUr 
lar  wit  aad  courago.    TInsI&belwas  but  handfift  with  hini,  and  deceatid  before  the 


>  Hlft.  StiffonUlure,  389,  tA.  xxzii.*   '  t  P.  36,  folio  ed. 
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marriage;  where-through  this  Alexander  he  was  worthy  of  a  greater  llmg,  than  he 
might  fucceed  to  by  the  taws  and  pradifes  of  this  realm." 

Of  the  fports  of  thefe  parts,  that  of  curling  is  a  favourite,  and  one  unknown  in  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  an  amufement  of  the  winter,  and  played  on  the  ice,  by  Aiding  from  one 
mark  to  another  great  ftones  of  ibrty  to  feventy  pounds  weight,  of  a  hemifpherical  fonn^ 
with  an  iron  or  wooden  handle  at  top.  The  objeA  of  the  player  is  to  lay  his  Aone  as 
near  to  the  mark  as  poflible,  to  guard  that  of  his  partner,  which  had  been  well  laid  be- 
fore, or  to  ftrike  off  that  of  his  antagonill. 

Return  and  paJs  the  march  dike,  or  the  Scotch  border,  and  continue  at  Netherby 
that  night. 

June  2^  Pafs  through  Longtown^  a  place  remarkable  for  the  great  trade  earned  on 
during  the  feafon  of  cranberries  j  when  for  four  or  five  markets,  from  twenty  to  twenty. 
five  pounds  worth  are  fold  each  day  at  three-pence  a  quart,  and  fent  in  fmall  barrels  to 
London.  -  . 

Crofs  the  Elk,  on  a  bridge  of  five  arches,  a  light  (Irudure,  as  moft  of  the  bridges  of 
this  country  are.    Go  through  the  lanes  which  had  been  rendered  impaflable  at  t)ie 
.  rime  of  the  eruption  of  the  Solway  mofs,  which  took  its  courfe  this  way  to  the  Elk. 
The  road  was  at  this  time  quite  cleared ;  but  the  fields  to  the  right  were  quite  covered    ' 
with  the  black  flood. 

The  fpace  between  the  Elk  and  the  Saiic,  bounded  on  the  third  fide  by  the  March 
dike,  which  crofles  from  one'  river  to  the  other,  feems  [iroperly  to  belong  to  Scotland ; 
but  having  been  difputed  by  both  crowns,  was  flyled  the  debateable  land.  But  in  the 
reign  of  our  James  I.  Sir  Richard  Graham  obtaining  from  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  (to 
whom  it  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth)  a  leafe  of  this  traft,  bought  it  from  the 
-needy  monarch,  and  had  interell  enough  to  get  it  um'ted  to  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
it  being  indifferent  to  James,  then  in  poffelfion  of  both  kingdoms,  to  which  of  them  it 
was  annexed. 

Ride  by  the  (ide  of  the  Roman  road,  that  communicated  between  Netherby  and  the- 
camp  at  Burrens.     Crofs  a  fmall  bridge  over  the  Sark,  and  again  enter  Scotland. 

On  the  banks  of  this  rivulet  the  Englilh,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  North* 
umbertand,  and  Magnus  with  a  red  main,  rec«ved  a  great  defeat  from  the  Scots,  undev 
DoAJglas  Duke  of  Urmond,  and  Wallace  of  Cragie.  Numbers  of  the  former  were 
drowned  in  their  flight  in  Solway  firth,  and  Lord  Fiercey  taken  prifoner ;  a  misfortune 
owing  to  his  filial  {Hety,  in  helping  his  father  to  a  horfc,  to  enable  him  *  to  efcape. 

At  a  little  dillance  from  the  bridge,  ftop  at  the  little  village  of  Gretna,  the  refort  of 
all  amorous  couples,  whofe  union  the  prudence  of  parents  or  guardians  prohibits :  here 
the  young  pair  may  be  inftantly  united  by  a  filherman,  a  ioiner,  or  a  blackfoiith,  who 
warry  from  two  guineas  a  job,  to  a  dram  of  whilky  :  but  the  price  is  generalLy  adju/led 
'  by  the  information  of  the  poftilions  from  Cariifle,  who  are  in  pay  of  one  or  other  of  the 
above  worthies ;  but  even  the  drivers,  in  cafe  of  necelHty,  have  been  known  to  ander- 
take  the  facerdotat  office.  If  the  purfuit  of  friends  proves  very  hot,  and  there  is  not 
time  for  the  ceremony,  the  frighted  pair  are  advifedto  flip  into  bed,  are  Oiewn  to  iheic 
purfuers,  who  imagining  that  they  are  irrecoverably  united,  retire,,  and  leave  them,  to 

Gonfummate  their  unfiniflwd  lovei. 

l^is  place  is  diftinguifhed  from  afar  by  a  fmall  plantation  of  fir8»  the  Cyprian  grove 
of  the  place  ^  a  Ibrt  of  land-mark  for  fugiuve  lovers.    As  I  bad  a  great  defire  to  &e 

•  Hiit.  rf  Dgi«bf'i,  p.  i;2. 

tbe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


r«KNANT'8   0BCOHD  TOUR   IH  ICOTLAKD.  «I3 

the  .high  prietl,  by  ftraUgem  I  fucceeded :  he  appeared  in  form  of  a  BQierman,  a  ftout 

fellow,  in  a  blue  icoar,  rolling  round-  his  folemn  chops  a  quid  of  tobacco  of  no  common 

fize.     One  of  our  party  was  fuppofed  to  corns  to  explore  the  coafl  :  we  queQioned  ' 

him  about  bis  price  ;  which,  after  eyeing  us  attentively,  he  left  to  our  honour.     The 

church  of  Scotland  does  what  it  can  to  prevent  thefe  ctandefltnc  matches ;  but  in  vain^ 

for  thofe  infamous  couplers  defpife  the  futmination  of  the  kirk,  and  escommunication  it 

the  only  penalty  it  can  in&i£^. 

Continue  my  journey  over  a  woodlefs  flat  trafl,  almoft  hedgelefs,  but  produftlve  of 
excellent  oats  and  bar^y.  Pafs  by  Rig,  a  little  hamlet,  a  fort  of,  chapel  of  eafe  to 
Gretna,  in  the  run-away  nuptials.     The  performer  here  U  an  alehoufe- keeper. 

Onthe  left  is  Solway  firth,  and  a  view  of  Kefwick-feHs,  between  which  and  Bumf-- 
work-bill  in  Scotland^  is  a  3at  of  forty  miles,  and  of  a  great  extent  in. length.  Tbc 
cotmtry  grows- now  very  uncultivated,  and  confifts  of  large  commons.     Reach 

Annan,  in  Annandale,  another  diviflon  of  Dnmfriesfliire,  a  town  of  four  or  five  hun>- 
dred  inhabitants,  feated  on  th£  river  of  the  fame  name.  VelTels  of  abmit  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  can  come  within  half  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  of  Jizty  as  high  as  the  bridge; 
This  place  has  fome  trade  in  wine  :  the  annual  exports  are  between  twemy  wd  thirty' 
thoufand  Winchefler  bufhels  c^  com. 

The  caflle  was  entirely  demolifhed,  by  order  of  parliament, ,  ai^er  the  aecelfion  of 
James  VI-,  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  only  the  ditches  remain.  But  Annan  was  in 
a  manner  ruined  by  Wharton,  lord  preftdent  of  the  marches,  who,  in  the  reign  of  £d- 
ward  VI.,ovenhrew  thechurch  aird  burnt  thetown;  the  firft  having  been  fortified  by> 
the  Scots  ',  under  a  Lyon  of  the  houfe  of  Glames. 

The  Bruces  were  once  lords  of  this  place,  as  appears  by  a  (tone  at  prefent  b^z  wall  of ' 
a'gentleman's  garden,  taken  from  the  ruins  of  the  callle,  and  thus  infcribed  t  '*  RoberC 
de  Brus  Counte  de  Carrick  etjenteurdu  valde  Annand  1300." 

After  dinner  make  an  excurfion  of  five  miles  to  Ruthwell,  pa^g  over  the  Annan 
on  a  bridge  of  five  arches,  defended  by  a  gateway.    The  country  referables  that  I  pafTed  - 
over  in  the  morning ;  but  at  Newby-neck'  obferve  the  ground  fbrmed  into,  eminences, 
fo- remarkable  as  to  occafion  a  belief  of  their  bemg  aruficial,  but  are  certainly  nodiing 
morethan  thefreaksofnalure. 

The  church  of  Ruthwell  contains  the  ruins  of  a  moil  curious  montnnenc  f  .an  obe- 
Efk,  once  of  a  great  bdght,  now  lying  in  three  [ueces,  broken  by  .an  order  of  the  general 
aficmbly  in  164.1,  under  pretence  ofits  being  an  obje£t  of  fupcrltition  among  the  vulgar. 
V/hen  entire  it  was  probably  about  twenty  feet  high,  exclufive  of  pedeftial  and  capital  ; 
staking  altovances  in  the  meafurement  of  the  preient  pieces,  for  fragments  chipped  oS*,. 
when  it  was  deflroyed  :  it  originally  confided  of  two  pieces  ;  the  lowed,  A&w  in  two,, 
had  been  fifteen  feet  long ;  the  upper '  had  been  placed  on  the  other  by  means  of  a 
fbcket :  the  form  was  fquare  and  taper,  but  the  fides  of  unequal  breadth :  the  two  op- 
pofite  on  one  fide  at  bottom  were  eighteen  inches  and  a  half,  at  top  only  fifteen ;  the 
narrower  fide  fixteen  at  bottom,  eleven  at  top.  Two  of  the  narrowed  fides  are  orna- 
mented «ith  vine-leaves,  and  animals  intermixed  with  Runic  charaAera  atound  the 
margin:  on  one  of  the  other  fides  is  a  very  rude  figure  of  our  Saviour,  witheach  foot  orv 
the.head  of  fome  beads:  aboveandeacfafide  himareinrcribedinSaxon  letterst  "Jefus  , 
Chriftus— judex  equitatis,  cer^ -falvatoris  mundi  et  an" — perhaps  as  Mr.  Gordon  t 
imagines,  **  Angelorum — ^bediae  et  dracdnes  cognoverant  inde;"  and  taftly  are  the- 
voras^  "  fregerunt  paBem." 
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Bcoeath  the  two  animals  is  a  compartment  with  two  6gures,  one  bearded,  the' other 
not,  and  above  is  infciibed,  *'  San3us  Paulus." 

On  the  adverfe  fide  is  our  Saviour  af^n,  with  Mary  Magdalene  walhing  his  feet, 
and  the  box  of  ointment  in  his  hand.  The  infcripiions,  as  made  out  by  Mr.  Gordon, 
are  :  **  Alabaftrum  unguenti — ejus  lachrynus  csepit  rigare  pedes,  ejus  capiUis— capitis 
iiii  temebat — et  priEteriens  vidi." 

The  different  fculptiires  were  probably  the  work  of  different  times  and  different  na- 
tions ;  the  hrft  that  of  the  chn{lian  Saxons  ;  the  other  of  the  Danes,  who  either  found 
tboCe  fides  plain,  or  defacing  the  ancient  carving,  replaced  it  with  fome  of  thdr  own. 
Tradition  fays  that  the  church  was  built  over  this  obeUfk,  long  after  its  erection  ;  and 
it  was  reported  to  have  been  tranfported  here  by  angels,  it  was  probably  fo  fecnred  for 
the  fame  ti^afon  as  thefanta  cafa  at  Loretia  was,  left  it  (hould  take  another  flight. 

The  pedeftal  lies  buried  beneath  the  floor  of  the  church  :  I  found  fome  fragments  of 
the  capital,  with  letters  fimilar  to  the  others-;  and  cm  each  oppofite  fide  an  ea^e,  neatly 
cut  ia  relief.  There  was  alfo  a  piece  of  another,  with  Saxon  letters  round  the  lower 
part  of  a  human  figure,  in  long  veflments,  with  his  foot  on  a  pair  of  fniall  globes :  this 
too  fefjned  to  have,  beat  the  top  of  a  crofs. 

Scotland  has  had  its  vicar  of  Bray ;  for  in  this  church-yard  ia  an  infcription  in  memorj' 
-  of  Mr.  Gawin  Young,  and  Jean  Stewart  his  fjpoule.  He  was  ordained  imni(lerioi6i7, 
when  the  church  was-prefliyterian :  fooa  after,  Jaroe»  VL  eftabliftied  a  moderate  fort  of 
eptfcopacy.  In  L658,  the  £imoiis  league  and  covenant  took  place  :  the  bithops  were 
depofed,  and  their  power  abolilhed;  prefbyttry  then  flourifiied  in  the  fullnefs  of  acri- 
mony. Seftaries  of  all  forts  invaded  thechurch  in  Cromwell's  time,  all  equally  hating, 
perfecutii^,  and  bcii^  p^lecuted  in  their  turns.  In  1660^  on  the  reftoration,  epifco. 
pacy  arrived  at  its  plenitude  of  powe»,  and  pre(bytffl4anJftn  expelled ;  and  that  fe€t  which 
in  their  profperity  fhewed  no  mercy,  now  met  with  retributory  vengeance.  Mr.  Young 
maintained  lus  poft  amidft  all  thefe  changes,  and  what  is  much  to  his  honotir,  fupported 
his  chara^^ ;  was  rcfpeded  by  all  parties  -  for  his  moderation  and  learning  ;  lived  A 
tranquil  Gfe,  and  died  in  peace,  after  enjoying  his  cure  fifty-four  years. 

The  epitaph  on  him,  his  wife  and  family,  merits  prefervation,  if  but  to  fliew  the  num- 
ber of  his  children : 

Tat  from  oar  own  imiJi,  our  own  we  ly  : 

Ofeur  d«irbairin,tliirtyan<IODeu(bf. 

anigrain. 

Oavinui  juniii* 

Unius  agni  ufui 

Jean  aieuart 

«  true  laint  I  Ii'k  it,  fo  I  die  Jt> 
tbo  meo  fjw.  no,  my  God  did  fee  it. 

This  parifli  exteiids  along  the  Sotwsy  firth,  which  gains  on  the-  land  continually,  anA 
oiiKh  isaniwally  wa&ed  away  i  the  tides  recede  lar,  and  leave  a  vaft  fpace  of  fands 
dry.  The  Iport  of  ialmon-hunttng  is  almoft  out  of  ufe,  there  being  only  one  perfon  on 
the  coallwho  is  expert  enough  to  (MTiftife  the  dlverfion  t  the  fportfrntm  is  mounted  on 
a  good  horfe,  ahd  fomilhcid  with  a  fong  fpear :  he  difcovers  the  5fli  in  the  Ihallow  chan- 
nels formed  by  Efk,  purfucs  itfullfpeed,  turns  it  tike  a  gicy-hoand,  and  after  a  long 
«btKe  leldom  fails  to  tranhx  it.  . 

The  fait-makers  of  Ruthwelt  merit  mention,  as  their  method  fiems  at  prefent  quite 
local.  As  foon  as  the  warm  and  dry  weather  of  June  comes  on,  the  fun  brings  up  and 
incrufts  tluittc&ie iof  the  ftnd.'mfb  JaU: .  M cfaaS'tima^hw  Mt^^ 
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of  an  iseb,  oairy  it  ODt  of  the  rcKh  of  the  tide,  and  lay  it  in  round  cotnpafi  heaps,  to 
prerent  the  felt  from  being  waftied  ^way  by  the  rains :  they  then  make  a  pit  eight  feet 
long  andtbree  broad,  and  the  fame  depth,  and  plaifter  the  inlide  with  clay,  that  it  may 
bold  water  ;  at  the  bottom  they  pUce  a  layer  of  peat  and  turf,  and  fill  the  pit  with  the 
coUe&ed  fand ;  after  that  they  pour  water  on  it :  this  filters  through  the  fand,  and  car- 
ries the  ialt  with  it  into  a  leSer  pit,  made  at  the  end  of  the  great  one :  this  they  boil  in 
ftxaH  lead  pans,  and  procure  a  coarie  brown  fait,  very  fit  for  the  purpofes  of  falling 
meatorfim.  James  VI.,  inaVifit  he  made  to  thefe  parts,  after  his  acceffion  to  the 
crown  of  England,  took  notice  of  this  operation,  and  for  their  induftry  exempted  the- 
poor  l^*makera  of  Rutfawell  from  all  duty  on  this  commodity ;.  which  till  the  union, 
was  in  all  the  Scotch  afts  relating  to  the  fait  duties,  excepted.' 

In  this  pariih  uas  lately  difcovered  a  fingular  road  through  a  morafs,  made  of  wood, 
confiftrng  of  rplit  oak  planks,  eight  feet  k^gi  i^ftened  down  by  long  pins  or  flakes, 
drtren  through  the  boajrds  into  the  earth.  It  me  found  out  by  diggii^  of  peat,  and  at' 
th^  time  hy  fix  feet  beneadi  the  forface.  It  pointed  towards  the  iea»  and  in  old  times 
vas  the  road  to  it ;  but  no  tradition  remaios  of  the  place'  it  came  from. 

Return  through  Annan,  and  af^  a  ride  over  a  naked  trad,  reach  Springkeld,  the 
feat  of  Sir  William  Maxwell :  near  the  houfe  is  the  &e  of  Belt-caftle,.  where  the  Duke 
of  Albany,  brother  to  James  III.,  and  the  Earl  <rfDoueIas,  lodged  the  night  before  their 
defeat  at  Kirkoimel,  a  fttace  almoft  contiguou*..  This  illuftrious  pair  had  been  exiled; 
in  England,  and  invaded  their  own  country  on  a  plundering  fcheme,  in  a  manner  un- 
vorihy  of  them.  Albany  efcaped  ;  Dougla$  waa  taken,  and  finiflied  his  life  in  the  con< 
vent  of  Lindores-*. 

In  the  burying-ground  of  Kirkonnel  is  the  grave  of  the  fair  Ellen  Frvine,  and  that  of^ 
her  lover:  fhe  was  daughter  o£  the  houfe  of  Kirkonnel,  and  was  beloved  by  two  gentle- 
men  at  the  fame  time:  oik  vowed.  ti>facrifice  the  fuccefsful  rival  to  his  refgntnrent,  and' 
watched  an  c^iportunity  while  the  haf^pair  #ere  fittingon  the  banks  of  the  Kirtte,  that' 
waibe»  thefe  grounds.  Ellen  perceived  the  defperate  lover  on  the  oppolite  fide,  and 
fondly  thinking  to  favc  her  fkvourite,  interpofed;  and  receiving  the  wound  intended' 
for  her  beloved,  fell  and  expired  in  bis  arms.  He  inflantly  revenged  her  death ;  then 
fied  into  Spain,  and  ferved  for  fome  time  againfl  the  infidels  :  on  his  return  be  vilited: 
the  grave  of  his  unfortunate  miftrefs,  ftretched  himfelf  on  it.  and  expiring  on  the  fpot, 
was  interred  by  her  fide.  A  fword  and  a  crofs  are  engraven  on  the  lomb-ftone,  with 
"  luc  jacet  A<iaHi  Fleming  ;"  the  only  memorial  of  this  unhappy  gentleman,..except  an. 
ancient  baHad,  of  no  great  merit,  which  records  the  tragical  event  f. 

Excepting  a  glen  near  Springkeld,  moft  of  this  country  is  very  naked,  ft'ls  faidto- 
have  beeri  cleaied  of  the  woods  by  a£t  ofpadiament,  in  the  time  of  James  VI.,  in  order, 
to  deflroy  the  retreat  of  the  mofs-troopers,  a  peft  this  part  of  the  country  was  infamous: 
for :  in  h€t  the  whole  of  the  bordCTs  then  was,  aa  Lindefay  exprelTes,  no  other  thing 
but  theft,  reiff  and  flaughter.  They  were  polfeffed  by  a  fet  of  potent  clans,  all  of  Saxon. 
dcfcent ;  and,'  like  true  dcfcendants  of  Ilhmaelj  their  hands  were  againtl  every  man,, 
and  every  man's  hand  agaiu^  them.  The  Johnfl'ons,  of' Lough- wood,  in  Annanaale;: 
their  rivals  the  Maxwells  of  Caerlavoroc,  the  Murrays  of  Cockpool,  Glendonwyns  of 
Oiendottwin,  Carrutheis  of  Holmain,  Irvines  of  Bonihaw,  Jardins  of  Applegarth,  and. 
the  Elliots  of  Uddefdale,  may  be  enumerated  amoug  the  great  families. 

But  befides  thefe  were  a  fet  of  clans  and  fumameB  on  the  whole  border,  and  cm  the 

•  Hnnie't  Hift.  of  the  DougWa,  folio,  p.  206. 
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debateable  ground,  vho,  as  my  author  *  fays,  were  not  landed ;  many  of  ttiem  ^ftlo- 
guiflied  by  mms  de  guerrty  in  the  manner  as  feveral  of  oar  unfortonate  brave  are  at 
prefent,  fuch  as  Tom  Trotter  of  the  hill,  the  Goodman.  Dickfoo  of  Bucktrig,  Ralph 
Burn  of  the  Coic,  Gieorge  Hall,  called  Pat's  Geordie  there,  the  Lairds  Jok,  Wanton 
Sym,  Will  of  Powder-lampat,  Arthur  fire  the^Braes,  Grav  Will,. Will  the  Lord,  Willie 
of  Gratna>hill,  Richie  Graham  the  Plump,  John  Skynbank,  Priors  John  and  his  baimes,  " 
Hedor  of  the  Harlaw,  the  griefes  and  cuts  of  Harlaw  ;  thefe  and  many  more,  merry 
men  all,  of  Robin  Hood's  iratenuty,  fuperior  to  the  little  diftinaions  of  meum  and 
tuum.  *  ' 

June  3.  Vifit  the  Roman  ftation  at  Burrens,  in  the  parifli  of  Middleby,  feated  on  a 
flat,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  fmatl  water  of  Mien,  and  on  another  by  a  fmall  bim. 
It  was  well  defended  by  four  ditches  and-five  dikes ;  but  much  of  both  iscarried  away 
by  the  winter  floods  in  the  river  th^t  bounded  on  one  fide :  a  hypocanfl  had  been  dif- 
-covered  here,  infcribed  Itonesdug  up,  and  coins  found,  fome  of  them  of  the  lower  em- 
pire. Obferved  a  place  formed  of  fquare  ftones,  which  I  was  told  contained,  at  the 
time  of  the  difcovery,  a  quantity  of  grain  :  I  was  alTo  informed,  that  there  bad  been  ' 
a  large  vault  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  flefigned  for  a  granary  ;  but  this  has  long 
fmce  been  deftroyed  for  fake  of  the  materials.    Mr.  Horfley  imagines  to  have  been  the 

■  ilaium  bulgium  of  Antonine,  being  on  the  north  fide  of  the  wall,  with  a  military  road 
betwem  it  and  Netherby,  and  that  it  was  the  place  where  Agiicola  concluded  his  fe- 
•c'ond  year's  expedition.  As  that  gener^  was  difUnguifbed  for  his  judicious  choice  of 
fpots  of  encampment,  fo  long  after, .  his  fucceSbrs  made  uie  of  this,  a:^  appears  by  a 
medal  of  Conflantius  Chlorus  being  found  here,  for  that  Emperor  lived  about  two 
bundrled  and  twenty  years  after  Agricola. 

The  country  now  begins  to  grow  very  hilly,  but  ufefully  fo,  the  hills  bang  verdant, 
and  formed  for  excellent  iheep-walks :  on  the  fides  of  -oae  called  Bumfwork,  about 
two  miles  iroin  Burrens,  are  two  beautiful  camps,  united  to  each  other  by  a  rvnpart, 
that  winds  along  the  Hde  of  a  hill ;  one  can^  being  on  the  fouth-etlt,  the  .other  on  the 
nonh.weft  :  one  lias  the  prxtorium  yet  vifible  ;  and  on  the  jiorth  fide  are  three  rotmd 
tumuli,  each  joined  to  it  by  a  dike,  projeding  to  fome  diflance  from  the  ramparts,  as 
■if  to  proted  the  gate  on  that  quarter,  for  eadi  of  thefe  mounts  had  its  little  tort :  the 
ether  camp  had  two  of  thefe  mounts  on  one  fide,  and.  one  on  each  end;  but  the  veftiges 
of  thefe  are  very  faint :  both  of  thefe  camps  were  furrounded  with  a  deep  ditch,  and  a 
ilrong  rampart  both  on  the  infide  and  the  outfide  of  the  fofs ;  and  on  the  very  fummit 
of  the  hill  is  a  fmall  irregular  intrenchment,  intended  as  exploratory,  for  the  view  from 
■  thence  is  uninterrupted  on  every  part.  Thefe  canips  are  very  accurately  planned  by 
Mr.  Gordon,  tab.  i.  p.  16.  Thefe  alfo  were  the  work  of  Agricola,  and  highly  probable 
to  be,  as  Mr.  Hprfiey  imagines,  the  fummer  camp  of  that  at  Burrens. 

The  view  from  the  fummit  is  extremely  extenfive  :  the  town  of  Lochmaban,  with 
its  lake  and  ruined  caflle,  built  on  a  heart-lhaped  peninfula;  Queenlbury-hiU,  which 
gives  title  to  the  Duke  ;  Hartslell,  and  the  Loders,  which  difpute  for  height ;  yet  a 
third,  the  Driffcls,  was  this  day  patched  with  fnow;  andlafily,  Ericftone,  which  folters 

,    the  Annan,  the  Clyde,  and  the  Tweed. 

Defccnd  and  pafs  through  the  fmall  town  of  Ecclefechan  (cccleGa  Fechani),  noted  fop 
the  great  monthly  markets  for  catde. 

Near  this  place,  on  the  *£Ute  of  Mr.  Irvine,  writer,.was  found  an  antiquity  wbofe  ufe 
is  rather  doubtful :  the  metal  is  gold ;  the  length  rather  more  than  feven  inches  and  " 

1 603,  cooiainin^  nuaet  of  clam  in  every  Iheriff- 
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a  half ;  the  wdght  2  oz.  and  a  half,  and  1$  gs.  It  is  round  and  very  Oender  in  the 
^ddle,  at  each  end  grows  thicker,  and  of  a  concrid  form,  terminating  with  a  flat  circular 
plate  :  on  the  fide  of  one  end  are  ftamped  the  words  Heletius  fecit ;  on-  the  other  is 
prick'd  ....  IllMB.  From  the  flendemefs  of  the  middle  part,  and  the  thicknefs  of  ' 
.  the  -ends,  it  might  perhaps  ferve  as  a  fattening  of  a  garment,  by  inferting  it  through  holes 
cm  each  fide,  and  then  twifting  together  this  pliant  metal. 

Keep  along  the  plain,  arrive  again  on  the  banks  of  the  Annan,  and  have  a  very  ele- 
gant view  of  its  wooded  margent,  the  bridge,  a  light  flrufture'  with  three  arches,  one  of 
fifty.feet,  the  others  of  twenty-five,  with  the  turrets  of  Hoddam  cadle  a  little  beyond, 
overtopping  a  very  pretty  grove. 

The  caftle  confifts  of  a  p'cat  fquare  tower,  with  three  flender  round  turrets :  the 
entry  through  a  door  protected  by  another  of  iron  bars  ;  near  it  a  fquare  hole,  by  way 
of  dungeon,  and  a  ftaircafe  of  ftone,  fuited  to  the  place ;  but  inftead  of  finding  a  cap- 
tive damfel  and  a  fierce  warder,  met  with  a  courteous  laird  and  his  beauteous  fpoufe; 
and  the  dungeon  not  filled  with  piteous  captives,  but  well  fiored  ivith  generous  wines, 
not  condemned  to  a  long  imprifonment. 

This  caftle,  or  rather  ftrong  border-houfe,  was  built  by  John  Lord  Harries,  nick- 
named John  de  Reeve,  a  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  Mary  Stuart,  who  conveyed  her  fafe 
from  the  battle  of  Langfide  to  his  houfe  at  Tenrigles,  in  Galloway,  and  from  thence  to  , 
the  abbey  of  Dundrannan,  and  then  accompanied  her  in  a  fmall  veflel  in  her  fatal  flight 
into  England.  Soon  after  it  was  furrendered  •  to  the  regwit  Murray,  who  appointed 
the  Laird  of  Drumlanrig  governor  and  lord  of  the  marches.  Befcre  the  acceflion  of 
James  VL,  Hoddam  was  one  of  the  places  of  defence  on  the  borders ;  for  **  the  houfe 
of  Howdam  was  to  be  keped  with  ane  wife  ftout  man,  and  to  have  with  him  four  well* 
horfed  men,  and  thir  to  have  two  (lark  footmen  fervants  to  keep  their  horfes,  and  the 
principal  to  have  ane  ftout  footman  t." 

In  the  walls  about  this  houfe  are  preferved  altars  and  infcriptions  found  in  the  ftation 
at  Burrens :  as  they  do  not  appear  to  have  fallen  under  the  notice  of  the  curious,  an 
enumeration  of  them,  perhaps  will  not  be  unacceptable,  therefore  Oiall  be  added  in  the 
appendix. 

Near  Hoddam,  on  an  eminence,  is  a  Tquare  building,  called  the  Tower  of  Repentance. 
On  it  is  carved  the  word  Repentance,  with  a  ferpent  at  one  end  of  the  word,  and'a  dove 
at  the  other,  fignifying  remorfe  and  grace.  It  was  built  by  a  Lord  Harries,  as  a  fort 
of  atonement  for  putting  to  death  fome  prifoners  whom  he  had  made  under  a  promife 
of  quarter. 

Proceed  over  a  country  full  of  low  hills,  fone  parts  under  recent  cultivation,  others 
ia  a  healthy  fhte  of  nature.  Reach,  m  a  well  cultivated  and  woody  flat,  the  cafile  and 
houfe  of  Comlongam,  the  property  of  Lord  Stormont,  and  the  l»rth-place  of  that  orna- 
ment of  our  ifland.  Lord  Mansfield. 

The  caftle  confifts  of  a  great  fquare  tower,  now  almoft  in  ruins,  though  its  walls  of 
near  thirteen  feet  in  thicknels  might  have  promifed  to  the  archite^  a  longer  duration. 
Many  fmall  rooms  are  gained  out  of  the  very  thicknefs  of  the  fides ;  and  at  the  bottom 
of  one,  after  a  defcent  of  numbers  of  fteps,  is  the  noifome  dungeon,  without  light  or 
even  air-holes,  except  the  trap'door  in  the  floor,  contrived  for  the  lowering  in  of  the 
captives.  This  fortrefs  was  founded  by  one  of  the  anceftors  of  the  Murrays,  Earls  of 
Annandale,  a  title  which  failed  in  that  name  about  the  time  of  the  Reftoratton. 

*  Holliulhed'i  Hift.  of  ScotL  393.  \  Border  Ijiwi,  app.  197. 
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June  4.  Ride  along  the  fhore  by  the  end  of  Lockemefs,  a  morafs  of  about  ten  milet 
in  length,  and  three  in  breadth,  with  the  little  water  of  Locker  ifunning  through  it. 
This  tra£t,  from  recent  furvey,  appears  to  have  been  overflowed  by  the  fea,  which  con- 
firms the  tradition  relating  to  fiich  an  event>  This  invafion  of  the  tides  was  certainly 
but  temporary,  for  from  the  numbers  of  trees,  roots,  and  other  vegetable  marks  found 
there,  it  is  evident  that  this  morafs  was,  in  fome  very  diftant  period,  an  extenfive  foreft. 
Near  a  place  called  Kitblain  I  met  with  one  of  the  ancient  canoes  of  the  primaeval  inha< 
bitants  of  the  country,  wheii  it  was  probably  in  the  fame  (tate  of  nature  as  Virginia, 
when  firll  difcovered  by  Captain  Philip  Amicbs.  The  length  of  this  little  veflel  was  eight 
feet  dght,  of  the  cavity  of  fix  feet  feven,  the  breadth  two  teet,  depth  eleven  inches ;  and 
at  one  end  were  the  remains  of  three  pegs  for  the  paddle :  the  hollow  was  made  with 
ftre,  in  the  very  nianper  that  the  Indians  of  America  formed  their  canoes,  according  to 
the  faithful  reprefentation  by  Thomas  Harriot  *,  in  De  Bry's  publication  of  his  draw- 
ings. Another  of  the  fame  kind  was  found  in  1736,  with  its  paddle,  io  the  fame  mo- 
rafs :  tlie  la(t  was  feven  feet  long,  and  dilated  to  a  confiderable  breadth  at  one  end ;  fa 
that  in  early  ages  neceflity  dilated  the  fame  inventions  to  the  mod  remote  regicms  f. 
Thefe  were  long  prior  to  our  vililia  navigia,  and  were  in  ufe  in  feveral  ancient  nations  : 
the  Greeks  called  them  Md^d^uxk  and  o-xa^n :  fome  held  three  perfons,  otbers  only 
one  J ;  and  of  this  kind  feems  to  have  been  that  now  mentioned,  Thofe  ufed  by  the 
Germans  §  were  of  a  vaft  fize,  capable  of  holding  thiny  men  ;  and  the  Gauls  on  the 
Rhone  had  the  fame  fpedes  of  boats,  but  were  indifferent  about  their  fhafpe,  and  content 
if  they  would  but  float,  and  carry  a  large  burden  j). 

At  Mr.  Dickfon's,  of  Lockerwood,  faw  a  curiofity  of  another  nature,  found  in  the 
neighbourhood :  a  round  pot  of  mixed  metat,  not  unlike  a  fmall  fhallow  mortar,  with 
two  rings  on  one  fide,  and  two  handles  on  the  other. 

Over  Lockermofs  is  a  road  remarkable  for  its  origin :  a  ftranger,  a  great  number  oi 
years  ago,  fold  fome  goods  to  certain  merchants  at  Dumfries  upon  credit :  he  difap- 
peared,  and  ndther  he  nor  his  heirs  ever  claimed  the  money  :  the  merchants  in  expec- . 
tation  of  the  demand  very  honeftly  put  out  the  fum  to  intereft  ;  and  after  a  laftfe  of 
more  than  forty  years,  the  town  of  Dumfries  obtained  a  gift  of  it,  and  applied  the  fame 
towards  making  this  ufefiil  road.  Another  is  now  in  execution  by  the  military,  which 
is  alfo  to  pais  over  Lockermots,  and  is  intended  to  facilitate  the  communication  between 
North  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  way  of  Port  Patrick. 

In  this  morning's  ride,  pafs  by  a  fquare  inclofure  of  the  fize  of  half  an  acre,  moated 
round.  This  was  a  place  of  refuge  ;  for  in  family  difputes,  fuch  was  truly  neceflary, 
and  here  any  perfon  who  came  remained  in  inviolable  fecurity. 

See  the  ifle  of  Caerlaveroc,  with  a  border-houfe  in  the  middle,  built  by  a  Max- 
wells   This  place  is  far  from  the  fea ;  but  flyled  an  ifle  becaufe  moated. 

Vifit  Wardlaw,  afmall  hill  vnth  a  round  Britifli  camp,  furrounded  with  two  Ibfles on 
the  top  ;^and  on  the  fouth  fide  the  faint  veftiges  of  a  Roman  camp,  now  much  ploughed 
up.  The  profpe£t  from  this  eminence  is  tine,  of  the  firth,  the  difcharge  of  the  river 
Nith  or  Nid,  the  Nobius  of  Ptolemy,  and  a  long  extent  of  the  hills  of  Galloway. 

The  Roman  encampment  on  this  hill  might  probably  be  the  Uxelum  of  Ptolemy, 
efpecially  if  we  are  to  derive  that  word  from  the  BritiQi,  ucbeif  high ;  for  the  iite  of  the 

*  A  femnt  of  Sir  Walter  Railrigh,  fsnt  te  Virgiaia  to  make  ilnwiagi  and  obfervationi. 
f  My  ingenious  friend  Mr,  Siuart  lelJB  me,  tn«  ihe  Greeks  ftill  made  ufe  of  canoes  of  this  kind,  to 
crofi  fmall  arnii  of  the  fea  ;  and  that  they  flyle  them  MonfuXa,  from  being  formed  of  one  piece  of  wood. 
J  Polj^teni  Stratagem,  lib.  T.«.tj,  p.  509.    VcUeiui  Patcrculutr  lib.  li.  c,  loj, 
j  FlioiiHIft.  Nat.xvi,  c.^o.  )|  Livii,  lib.zii.  c.  a& 
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fbrtrefe  of  Caerlaveroc  is  on  fuch  a  fiat  as  by  no  means  to  admit  of  that  epithet^  or  to 
be  allowed  to  hive  been  the  ancient  Uxelum,  as  Mr,  Horfley  conjectures. 

ThecaIHe  has  undergone  its  different  fieges:  the  firll  tfiat  appears  in  hiftory,  and  the 
moft  celebrated,  was  in  the  year  1300,  when  Edward  I.  lai  down  before  it  in  porfon. 
Enraged  at  the  generous  regard  the  Scots  fliewed  for  their  liberty,  and  the  unromittej 
efforts  made  by  their  hero  Wallace,  to  free  his  country  from  a  foreign  yoke,  the  EngUfh 
monarch  fummoned  his  barons,  and  all  the  nobility  who  held  of  him  by  military  tenure, 
to  attend  with  their  forces  at  Carliile  on  the  feall:  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl.  On  that  oc- 
cafion,  as  the  poet  of  the  expedition  relates,  there  appeared, 

fuilTant  et  rint  ct  Tcpt  banicr«s  *■ 
each  of  which,  witli  the  arms  of  the  baron,  are  illuminated  in  a  beautiful  manner ;  and 
in  the  catalogue  are  the  namesf  of  the  moft  puiffant  peers  of  this  kingdom,  with  a 
Cttle  euloge  on  each  ;  as  a  fpecimen,  is  given  that  of  Robert  Clifford,  in  whom  it  may 
be  fuppofed  valour  and  beauty  were  combined  : 

Se  k  fftoie  une  pucellcite 

Je  le  dourore  ciier  ec  con, 

Tant  ell  de  lui  bonu  li  rccor*. 

The  poet  then  defcribes  the  caftle  and  its  fituation  with  great  exaftnefs,  and  gives  it 
the  very  fame  form  and  fite  it  has  at  prefent ;  fo  that  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was 
never  fo  entirely  deftroyed,  but  that  fome  of  the  old  towen  yet  remain : 

EaerlaT«rak  calleauieftoit 

•  Si  fort  ki  fiege  ne  doubtott ; 

Ainz  ki  li  rois  illicec  Tcnlft, 

Car  rendre  nti  le  coannift. 

Jamci  mait  kill  full  a  fon  droit, 
,      Garniz  qoant  hcfogni  en  vendroh 

De  gen»  de  cngini  et  de  ritiille, 

Com  uni  efcus  cftoit  de  laillc. 

Car  ni  ot  Ice  trail  coftez  cntour, 

Et  en  chefcune  angle  une  tour^ 

Men  ki  le  une  eftoit  jumilee, 

Tant  faauti  et  taut  longue  ct  tant  let, 

Kc  par  defoux  edoit  la  porte 

A  poDi  tournia,  bien  faiie  ct  forte, 

Et  autr»  defcnjea  afTei,  Ac- 
It  is  worth  obferving,  that  it  was  taken  by  force  of  engines,  and  the  EngliQi  as  late  as 
the  time  in  queftion  ufed  much  the  fame  method  of  attack  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
did;  for  they  drove  the  enemy  from  the  walls  by  Ihowers  of  ftones,, flung  from  engines' 
fimilar  to  the  tatapu/ta  of  the  ancients ;  and  they  ufed  alfo  arieteif  or  battering  rams. 

Entre  Ics  altaua  efmiia, 

F.reve  Robert  ki  envoJa 

Mcintepiere  par  Robtnet ; 

Jiiq  au  foir  del  le  matinet 

Le  jour  dcTint  cefTc  ne  a^oit, 

De  autre  part  ancore  i  levoit 

TroiH  autres  ergins  moult  plus  grmnt 

£t  il  peniblei  ec  engranit, 

Ke  le  cFiadel  Ao.  tout  confondi 

Tant  il  recent  mo't  piere  enfondc. 

Dcfchociet  kang**  ateint  feiW 

A  fea  c«aps  ricn  ne  fe  deffeot. 

*  I  atn  indebtrd  to  Marmaduke  Tonftall,  Efq.  fortheM.  S.  account  oftbia  fiegei  finelr  emTcd  fmm  tfit 
sriginal,  in  the  Mufcum ;  nhich  appeati  to  have  been  compofed  in  very  old  bad  Frcncn,  loon  yfur  the 
f  Appendix. 
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On  the  fuirender  Edward  behaved  vith  more  moderadon  than  was  ufual  to  Mmi    ' 
for  his  laurels  were  wont  to  be  blighted  with  deeds  unworthy  of  his  heroifm  j  but  ia 
this  cafe  the  poor  reliques  of  the  garrifon  ezperimced  his  clemency : 

LoTt  fan  iffirent  ce  eft  U  fome 
Ke  de  tin*  ke  de  aatrtt  foifTint  borne 

A  grai'l  merseille  rcfguardet  ','  ^ 

Met  tcnus  Farent  et  guirdex 
Tant  ke  li  Roy*  en  •rdetii 

Ki  viect  mcmbre  Icur  donna  .  ,, 

.   \  Et  8  chsfra  robe  nouuele  w .  ■■ 

Lon  fu  joieufe  la  Douutt. 
A  taute  It  oft  du  chiftcl  pn'i 
Ki  laot  eftoit  de  oobk  prii. 

It  appears  that  the  king  immediately  mounted  his  colours  on  the  ceSile ;  and  ap- 
pointed three  barons  of  the  firft  reputation  to  take  charge  of  it. 

Put!  fill  le  Roy  porter  aniont 
Sa  bannrere  *t  la  feynt  Eymont 
La  faint  George  et  la  faint  Edwart 
£t  o  cele«  par  droit  efwart 
La  Segia»e  et  Ic  Herifort 
£t  cele  au  Seigneur  di  Cliflbtt 
A  ki  le  chafleaui  fat  dobnei. 

Notwithftanding  the  care  Edward  took  to  fecure  this  place,  it  was  retaken  by  the 
Scots  the  following  year ;  but  very  foon  after  was  repouefled  *  by  the  Englilb,  after  a 
'  very  long  fiege.  It  appears  that  theScots  again  recovered  it,  for  in  one  (^  the  invafions 
of  the  former,  the  gallant  owner.  Sir  Euftace  Maxwell,  fupported  a  fiege  in  it  of  fome 
weeks,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire ;  but  confidering  that  it  might  fall  imo  the  hands 
'  of  the  Englidi,  and  become  nosuous  to  his  country,  generoufly  difmantled  it,  and  for 
that  pece  of  difinterefted  fervice  was  properly  rewarded  by  his  prince,  who  remjtted 
to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  the  annual  pecuniary  actcnowledgments  they  paid  to  the 
crown  for  the  caftle  and  lands  Of  Caerlaveroc  f.  It  was  again  rebuilt ;  but  in  1^55 
(being  then  in  polTefHon  of  the  Englifli)  was  taken  by  Roger  Kirkpatric,  and  levelled 
to  the  ground  \.  Notwithftanding  thefe  repeated  misfortunes,  it  was  once  more  re- 
ftored;  and  once  more  ruined  by  the  Earl  of  Suffex  in  1570 1|.  From  this  time  the 
lords  of  the  place  feemibr  fome  interval  to  have  been  dilcouraged  from  any  attempt 
towards  reftoring  a  fortrefs  fo  diftinguilhed  by  its  misfortunes  ;  for  Camden  in  1607, 
fpeaks  of  it  as  only  a  weak  houfe  belonging  to  the  Barons  of  Maxwell ;  yet  once  more 
Robert  firft  Earl  of  Nithfdale,  in  1638,  ventured  to  re-eftablifii  the  ftrong  hold  of  the 
family  ;  ftiU  it  was  ill-fated  ;  for  in  the  courfe  of  Cromwell's  ufurpadon,  it  was  fur- 
rendered  on  terms  ill  preferved,  and  a  receipt  was  given  for  the  furniture  by  one  Finch  ; 
in  which,  among  other  particulars,  is  mention  of  eighty  beds,-  a  proof  of  the  hofpitality 
or  the  fplendor  of  the  place.  The  form  of  the  prefent  caftle  is  triangular  j  at  two  of 
'  the  comers  had  been  a  round  tower,  but  one  is  now  demoliOied,  and  on  each  Jide  the 
gateway,  which  forms  the  third  angle,  are  two  rounders.  Over  the  arch  is  the  creft  of 
the  Maxwells  (placed  there  when  the  caftle  was  la{t  repaired)  with  the  date,  and  this 

•  Maitland'*  Hill.  Scat.  II.  460.  f  Cravford't  Peerage  of  Scotland,  370. 

X  MajoT  de  geftii  Scotoruni,  34^.  more  probably  rendered  defencelefa. 

II  Camden'i  aanals  in  Kennet,  II.  419.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  prefent  are  tbe  antient  Xovrat,  fo 
Mu^ly  do  they  anfwer  to  the  old  poetic  defcripUoa  t  but  that  tbe  ownetti  till  the  year  1638,  negleded  it 
,w  a  Ccutreii,  yet  inbabited  it  at  a  maufioQ* 

motto. 
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motto,  "  I  hid  ye  fiur,'*  meaning  Wardlaw,  the  hill  vhere  the  gibbet  ftood  ;  for  iff 

feudal  times,  it  feems  to  have  been  much  in  ufe. 

The  caftle  yard  is  triai^ular :  one  frde,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  the 
femily,  is  very  elegantly  buill  ;  has  three  ftories,  with  very  handfome  window  cafes ;- 
©n  the  pediment  of  the  "lower  are'coats  of  amis ;  over  the  fecond  legendary  tales  j 
over  the  third,  I  think,  Ovidian  fables,  all  neatly  eut  in  ftone.  The  oppofite  fide  is 
'plain.  In  front  is  a  handfome  door  cafe,  leading  to  the  great  hall,  which  is  ninety-one 
feet  by  twenty-fix.  The  whole  internal  length  of  that  fule  a  hundred  and  twenty' 
three. 

The  antient  caftle  Itood  about  three  hundxed  yards  fbuth-eafl  of  the  prefent  building* 
It  is  of  the  fame  ftiape,  but  fomewhat  lefs,  and  furronnded  by  a  double  dilch. 

The  Maxwells,  Lords  of  Caerlaveroc,  are  of  great  antiquity  :  but  their  hiftory  mixett 
with  alt  the  misfortunes  and  all  the  dlfgrace  io  frequent  in  ill-governed  timet:.  They 
and  the  Johtiftons  had  perpetual  feuds  :  in  1593  the  clans  had  2  confiift  at  theHolnefs 
of  Dryfe ;  the  chieftain  of  the  Maxwells,  and  many  of  his  fons  were  flain.  John,  a 
furviving  fon,  takes  his  revenge :  a  meeting  between  him  and  Johnfton, ,  a  predeceObr 
of  the  Marquis  of  Aimandale,  was  appcunted  in  order  to  compromife  all  differences  y 
both  met,  attended  only  by  a  fingle  friend  Co  each  ;  the  fnends  quarrel ;  the  Laird  of 
Lockerwood  goes  to  part  them,  but  ie  fhot  through  the  back  by  the  other  chieftain  ;, 
who  defervedty  met  his  fate  on  the  fcaSbId  a  few  years  after.  His  forfi^ture  was  taken' 
off,  and  his  brother  not  only  reftored  but  created  Earl  of  Nithfdale  i  in  1 7 1 5  the  title . 
was  Joft  by  the  conviftion  of  the  Earl  bf  that  day ;  who  efcaped  out  of  the  tower  the^ 
night  before  execution,  by  the  difguife  of  a  female  drefs.  The  eflate  by  virtue  of  en>- 
tail  was  preferved  to  the  heirs. 

Continue  my  ride  along  the  coaft  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nith,  which  empties  itfelf  IntO' 
the  vaft  eftuary,  where  the  tide  iTowsin  fo  fall  on  the  level  fands  that  a  man  well_ 
mounted  would  find  difficulty  to  efcape,  if  furprifed  by  it.  The  view  of  the  oppofiic 
fide  of  Creffel,  and  the  other  Galloway  lylls,  is  very  beautiful',  and  the  coaft  appeared' 
well  wooded.  In  2  bottom  liesNewby  abby,  founded  by  Devorgitia,  daughter  to  Atan^ 
L.ord  of  Galloway,  and  wife  to  John  Baliol,Lord  of  Caftle-Bemard,  who  died  and  wa& 
buried  here :  his  lady  embalmed  his  heart,  and  placed  it  in  a  cafe  of  ivory,  bound  with-  ^ 
filver,  near  the  tugh  altar ;  on  which  account  the  abby  is  oftener  called  Sweet-heart  and> 
Suavi-cordium. 

Pafs  by  Port-Kepel,  the  firth  gradually  contrafting  hfelf  j  and  to  this  place  vefiels  oS 
two  hundred  tons  may  come.  The  country  on  both  fides  the  river  isextremely  beautiful  ;: 
the  banks  decorated  with  numerous  groves  and  villas,  rkhly  cultivated  and  well  inclofedt 
The  farmers  fliew  no  want  <rf  induftry  ;  they  import,  as  rar  as  from  Whitehaven,  lime 
for  manure,  to  the  annual  amount  of  twenty-five  hundred  pounds,  paying  at  the  rate- 
of  fixpence  for  the  Winchefter  bu(hel :  they  are  alfo  fo  happy  as  to  have  great  quanti- 
tiffi  of  fhell  marl  in  the  neighbouring  morafles  ;  and  are  now  well  rewarded  for  the  ufe 
of  it  i  much  wheat  and  barley  are  at  prefent  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  inftead  of  at 
very  paltry  oat  j  and  good  hay  inftead  of  rufties  now  clothe  their  meadows.     Reach 

Dumfries,  a  very  neat  and  well-built  town,  feated  on  the  Nith,  and  containing  about 
five  thou&Jid  fouls.  It  was  once  pofleSed  of  a  large  Ihare  of  the  tobacco  trade,  but 
at  prefent  has  fcarcely  any  commerce.  The  great  weekly  markets  for  black  cattle  are 
of  much  advantage  to  the  place ;  and  vaft  droves  from  Galloway  and  the  (hire  ofAyr 
pafs  through  in  ue  way  to  the  fairs  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

The  two  churches  are  remarkably  neat,  and  have  handfome  galldies,  fupported  by  - 
pillars.    la  the  churcb-yard  of  St.  Michael  are  feveral  monuments  in  f9rm  of  pyramids^, 

veiy 


y  Google 


221  VBHHAMT's  SBCOVS  TOVa.  IM  SCOTLAND. 

very  ornamental,  and  on  fome  gnve-ftones  are  infcriptions  in  memory  of  the  nuityra 
of  the  country,  or  the  poor  viftims  to  the  violence  of  the  apoftate  archbilhop  Sharp,  or 
the  bigotry  of  James  II.  before  and  after  his  acceflion.  Powers  vert  given  to  an  in- 
human fet  of  mifcreants  to  deftroy  upon  fufpidon  of  difaEfedion  ;  or  for  even  declining 
to  give  anfwers  declarative  of  their  political  principles ;  and  fuch  who  refufed  (before 
two  witnelTes)  were  inflantly  put  to  death.  Many  poor  peafants  were  {hot  on  moors, 
on  the  fliores,  or  wherefoever  thdr  enemies  met  with  them  :  perhaps  enthufiafm  might 
polTefs  the  fufierers ;  but  an  infernal  fpirit  had  pofieiEon  of  their  perfecutors.  The 
.  memory  ef  theftj  flagitious  deeds  are  preferved  on  many  of  the  wild  moors  by  infcribed 
grave-flones,  much  to  the  fame  effcd  as  the  followiiig  in  the  church-yard  in  this 
xity ;  ■  ' 

On  John  Grierfon,  who  fufiered  Jan.  t,  1667. 

Underneath  thit  ftone  doih  lie 

Duft  fscriRced  to  tyranny  t 

Yet  precioui  in  Inimaiiui;l'i  (ightt 

Since  martyr'dfur  hi»  kingly  "g^^  I 

When  he  candemni  ihefe  hellifh  dmdget 

By  fufferage,  faimt  Ihall  be  their  judgei. 

Another.  00  James  Kirke,  ihot  on  the  lands  of  Dumfries,  {baH  conclude  this  dread- 
iiilfubjea; 

By  bloody  Pnice  and  wretched  Wright 
I  toft  my  life  in  gttM  dcfpight. 
Sli*t  dead  »iihaut  due  time  totrj 
And  Rt  ilic  for  eternity. 
A  wttnefa  of  pretdtic  rage 
A«  ever  wa*  in  any  age. 

This  place  like  moll  other  confiderable  towns  in  Scotland,  lias  its  feceders*  chapel : 
thefe  are  the  rigid  prefbyterians  who  pofiels  their  religion  In  all  its  original  founie&  ; 
think  thdr  church  in  danger  becaufe  their  minilters  degenerate  into  modtoation,  and 
wear  a  gown  ;  or  vindicate  patronage.  To  avoid  thefe  horrid  innovations,  they  fepa- 
late  themfelves  from  their  imiginary  fitlfe  brethren  ;  renew  a  folemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, and  preferve  to  the  beft  of  their  power  all  the  rags  and  rents  bequeathed  to  them 
by  John  Knox,  which  the  more  fenfible  preachers  of  this  day  are  ilriviog  to  dam  and 
patch. 

Here  I  hrft  found  on  this  fide  the  Tweed,  my  good  old  mother  church  become  a 
'  mere  convenucler,  and  her  chaplain  fupponed  by  a  few  of  her  children,  difpofed  to  Aide 
to  her  in  all  conditions. 

Inquired  for  the  convent  of  Dominicans,  and  the  church  in  which  Robert  Bruce  and 
his  alfociates  flew  John  Cummin,  Lord  of  Badenock,  and  owner  of  great  part  of  the  lord- 
ihip  of  Galloway.  Cummin  had  betrayed  to  Edward  I.  the  generous  defign  of  fivuce 
to  relieve  his  country  from  flavery  ;  in  refentment  Bruce  ftabbed  him ;  on  retiring, 
was  alked  by  his  friends,  whether  he  was  fure  of  his  J3I0W,  but  asfwering  with  fome 
degree  of  uncertainty,  one  of  them,  Roger  Kirkpatric,  replied,  /  mM  ficker,  returned, 
into  the  church  and  completed  the  deed.  In  memory,  the  famiiy  allumed  a  bloody 
dagger  for  a  ctefl,  and  thofe  words  as  the  motto.  The  church  thus  defiled  with  blood 
was  pulled  down  }  and  another  built  in  a  different  place,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Michael, 
the  tutelar  faint  of  the  town.  Robert  Bruce  alfo  built  a  chapel  here»  ac  foon  as  he  got 
full  poffeffion  of  the  kingom,  in  which  prayers  were  to  be  daily  offered  for  the  repofe 
of  the  foul  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Seton,  who  was  moft  barbaroufly  executed  by  Edward  I.  ■ 
for  his  attachment  to  Bruce,  and  for  his  defence  of  his  countiy. 

Dumfries 
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Dumfries  was  continually  fubjefl  to  the  inroads  of  the  Englifli ;  and  was  frequently 
ruined  by  them.  To  prevent  their  invafions  a  great  ditch  and  mound,  called  W^irder's 
dikes,  were  formed  from  the  Nith  to  Lockermofs,  where  watch  and  ward  were  con- 
ftantly  kept ;  and  when  an  enemy  appeared  the  cry  was  a  Loreburn,  a  Loreburn.  •  The 
meaning  is  no  further  known,  than  that  it  was  a  word  of  alarm  for  the  inhabitants  to 
lake  their  arms  :.  and  the  fame  word  as  a  memento  of  vigilance  is  infcribed  on  a  ring 
of  filvcr  round  the  ebony  Itaff  given  into  the  hands  of  the  provoft  as  a  badge  of  ofSce 
on  the  day  of  annual  election. 

On  mod  of  the  eminences  of  thefe  parts  beacons  were  likewife' eftabliflied  for 
alarming  the  country  on  any  irruption  of  their  fouthera  neighbours:  and  the  inhabit- 
ants able  to  bear  arms  were  bound,  on  the  firing  of  thefe  ngnals,  to'  repair  inllantly 
to  the  warden  of  the  marches,  and  not  to  depai't  till  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  the 
country,  and  this  under  pain  of  high  treafon. 

This  regulation  was  ^Hablifhed  in  the  days  of  Archibald  the  Grtm,-.Earl  of  Douglas, 
and  afterwards  renewed  with  much  folemnity  by  William-  Earl  of  Douglas,-  who  af- 
fembJed  the  lords,  freeholders,  and  principal  borderers  at  the  college  of  Lmcluden,  and 
caufed  them  there  to  fwear  on  the  holy  evangetiUs,  that  they  {hould  truly  obferve  the 
ftatutes,  ordinances,  and  ufages  of  the  marches,  as  they  were  ordained  in  the  time  of 
the  f»d  Archibald. 

June  5.  Had  a  beautiful  view  of  an  artificial  water-fall  jaft  in  front  of  a  bridge, 
originally  built  by  Devorgilla,  who  gave  the  cuftoms  arifing  from  it  to  the  Francifcan 
convent  at  Dummes.  It  confills  of  nine  arches,  and  connefts  this  county  and  that  of 
Galloway. 

Crols  it ;  pafe  through  a  fmall  town  at  its  foot,  and  walk-  up  Gorbelly  hill, -remark- 
able for  the  Bne  circumambient  profped  of  the  charming  windings'  of  the  Nith  towards 
the  fea,  the  town  of  Dumfries,  Terregles,  a  houfe  of  the  Maxwells,  and  a  rich  vale  to- 
wards the  north. 

ViCit  the  abby  of  Lincluden,  ^out  half  a  mile  diftant,  feated  on  the  water  of  tlie 
Cluden,  which  is  another  boundary  of  Galloway  on  that  fide.  This  religious  houfe' 
is  feated  OD  a  pleafant  bank,  and  in  a  rich  country :  and  was  founded  and  filled  with 
Benediftine  nuns,  in  the  time  of  Malcolm  IV.  •  by  Uihred,  father  to  Roland,  Lord  of 
Galloway.  Thefe  were  expelled  by  the  Earl  of  Douglas  (known  by  the  titles  of  Archi-. 
bald  the  Black,  or  Grim,  and  the  Terrible)  probably,  as  Major  infmuates,  on  account 
of  the  impurity  of  their  lives  f,  for  the  Earl  was  a  man  in  piety  fingular  through  his  life, 
and  mofl  religious  according  to  thofe  times.  He  fixed  in  their  places  a  provoftry, 
with  twelve  beadfmen,  and  changed  the  name  to  that  of  the  college. 

Part  of  the  houfe  and  chancel,  and  fome  of  the  fouth  wall  of  the  church  are  the 
ible  remains  of  this  antient  ftrudure:  in  the  chancel  is  the  elegant  tomb  of  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Robert  III.  and  wife  of  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas,  ixr(t  Duke  of  Terouan, 
and  fon  of  Archibald  the  Grim.  Her  efHgy,  at  full  length,  lay  on  the  Hone,  her  head 
reding  on  two  cufhions ;  but  the  figure  is  now  mutilated,  and  her  bones,  till  lately, 
were  fcattered  about  in  a  moft  indecent  manner,  by  fome  wretches  who  broke  open 
the  repofitory  in  fearch  of  treafure.  The  tomb  is  in  form  of  an  arch,  with  all  parts 
moft  beautifully  carved :  on  the  middle  of  the  arch  is  the  heart,  the  Douglas's  arms, 
guarded  by  three  chalices,  fet  croffways,  with-  a  ftar  near  each,  and  certain  letters  I  « 

could  not  read.-    On  the  wall  is  infcribed, 

A  L'aide  de  Dieu. 

•■  Hope's  Minor  Praaici,  511,     Malcolm  died,  II  tff, 

■f  Major  de  Geft.    Scot.  ZH3.    Archibald  ditd  A.  U.  nco, 
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and  at  fome  diftance  beneath, 

HicjBcetD-na  Margaret i  ngi*  ScotiK  filia  quSdam  comltilb  deDongUi  Dn>  Gdlovidm ' 
ot  tallU  Asnandw. 

In  the  iront  of  the  tomb  are  nine  ffiields,  contiuiung  as  many  arms :  in  one  are  the 
three  liars,  the  original  coat  of  this  great  houfe,  for  the  heart  was  not  added  till  the 
good  Sir  James  was  employed  in  carrying  that  of  Robert  Bruce  to  the  Holy  Land : 
Dcfides  thefe,  aicthe  arms  after  that  event  i  and  alfo  th^r  arms  as  Lords  of  Annan- 
dale,  Galloway  and  Niddefdale.  Near  the  tomb  is  a  door-cafe,  richly  ornamented 
with  carving ;  and  on  the  top  the  heart  and  chalices,  as  in  the  former. 

In  other  parts  of  the  remains  of  the  church  are  the  arms  of  the  DouglafTes,  or 
Dukes  of  Terouan,  Earls  of  Angus,  of  Ormond,  and  of  Murray ;  here  are  beHdes  the 
arms  of  John  St&wart,  £ari  of  Athol,  with  the  motto,  "  Firth,  fortune,  and  hi  the 
fetters." 

•  Beneath  one  of  the- windows  are  twtp  rows  of  figures;  the  upper  of  angels,  the 
lower  of  a  corpfe  and  other  figures,  all  much  defaced,  but  feenungly  defigned  to  ex- 
prefs  the  preparations  for  the  mterment  of  our  Saviour. 

Behind  the  houfe  ate  veftiges  of  a  flower-garden,  with  the  parterres  and  fcroUs  very 
vifible  -f  and  near  that  a  great  artificial  mount,  with  a  fpiral  walk  to  the  top,  which  is 
hollowed,  and  has  a  turf  feat  around  to  command  the  beautiful  views ;  fo  that  the 
provoft  and  his  beadfmen  feem  to  hare  confutted  the  luxuries  as  well  as  neceffaries  of 
life. 

Return  to  Dumfries,  where  Mr.  Hill,  fiirgeon,  favoured  me  with  the  fight  of  the 
head  of  an  old  lady,  excellently  painted,  about  forty  years  ago,  by  Mr.  John  Patoun, 
fon  to  a  minifler  in  this  town.  After  painting  three  years  in  Scotland,  about  the  year 
1730  he  went  to  London,  where  he  read  Ie£turte  on  the  theory  of  his  art ;  at  length 
was  tempted  to  make  a  voyage  to  Jamaica,  where  he  died  in  a  few  weeks,  leaving 
behind  him  the  chara&er  of  a  good  man  and  able  artift. 

Before  we  left  the  town,  we  were  honoured  with  its  freedom,  beftowed  on  us  in  the 
politefl  manner  by  the*magiftrates. 

June  6.  Contmue  my  journey  due  north  through  the  beautiful  Nithfdale,  or  vale  of 
Nith,  the  river  meandring  with  bold  curvatures  along  rich  meadows  ;  and  the  country, 
for  fome  Ipaoe,  adorned  with  groves  and  gentlemen's  feats.  At  a  few  miles  diftance 
from  Dumfries,  leave  on  th^  left  Bardanna  and  Keir,  conjeQured  by  Mr.  HorJIey  to 
have  been  the  Carbantorigum  of  Ptolemy.  Travel  over  fmall  hills,  either  covered  with 
-com,  or  with  herds  of  cattle,  Socks  of  black-faced  (heep,  attended  by  little  paftors, 
wr^ped  in  their  maides  *,  and  fetting  the  feafons  at  defiance.  The  river  fttll  keeps  its 
beauty,  wandering  along  a  verdant  bottom,  with  banks  on  each  fide  cloathed  with  wood 
and  the  more  diftant  view  hilly.  Ride  through  a  traft  covered  with  broom,  an  indica- 
tion of  barrennefs ;  and  arrive  in  fight  of  Drumlanrig,  a  houfe  of  the  Duke  of 
Queenfbury,  magnificently  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  an  immenfe  mafs  embofomed 
in  trees.  Crofs  a  handlbme  bridge  of  two  arches,  of  a  vaft  height  above  the  Nith,. 
which  fills  the  bottom  of  a  deep  and  wooded  gten ;  and,  after  a  long  afcent  through 
a  fine  and  well-planted  park,  arrive  at  the  houfe  : 

A  fquare  building,  extending  an  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  in  front,  with  a  fqtiare 
tower  at  ^ch  comer,-  and  three  fmall  turrets  on  each :  over  the  entrance  is  a  cupola, 

*  Af«TtofloagdoaIt. 
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vfaofe  top  is  ia  fliape  of  a  vafl;  ducal  coronet :  within  is  a  court,  and  at  each  angle  a 
round  tower,  each  containing  a  {lair-cafe :  every  where  is  a  wearifome  profufion  of 
hearts  carved  in  (tone,  the  Douglas  arms :  every  window*  from  the  bottom  to  the  third 
Aory,  is  well  fecured  with  iron  bars ;  thelwo  principal  doors  have  their  grated  guards ; 
and  the  cruel  dungeon  was  not  forgot ;  fo  that  the  whole  has  the  appearance  of  a  mag- 
niBceot  ftate  prifon.  Yet  this  pile  rofe  in  compofed  times  ;  it  was  built  by  William 
Duke  of  Queenfbury,  begun  in  1679,  and  completed  in  1689.  His  grace  feemed  to 
have  regretted  the  expencej  for  report  fays,  that  he  denounced,  in  a  writing  on  the 
bundle  of  accounts,  a  bitter  curfe  on  any  of  his  pofterity  who  offered  to  iufpeS:  them. 

The  apartments  are  numerous  :  the  gallery  is  a  hundred  and  eight  feet  long,  with  a 
fire  place  at  each  end  :  it  is  ornamented  with  much  of  Gibbon's  carving,  and  fome  good 
jxprtraits ;  oblerved  among  them. 

The  firft  Dutchefs  of  Somerfet,  half  length,  no  cap,  with  a  fmall  love-lock. 

William  Duke  of  Queenlbury,  dillinguimed  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  and  James  II.,  by 
many  court  favours,  by  his  fervices  to  thofe  monarchs,  by  his  too  grateful  return  in  aflift- 
ing  in  the  cruel  perfecudons  of  his  countrymen  averfe  to  the  teft,  and  by  his  honourable 
di^;race,  the  moment  James  found  him  demur  to  a  requell  fubverfive,  if  complied  with, 
of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  Great  Britain. 

John  Earl  of  Traquair,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Scotland  in  the  turbulent  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  a  prudent  friend  of  the  indifcreet  Laud,  and  Uke  him  a  zealous  churchman ; 
-but  unlike  bini,  waited  for  a  proper  feafon  for  bringing  his  project  to  bear,  inftead  of 
precipitating  matters  like  the  unfortunate  prelate.  A  faithful  fervant  to  the  crown'; 
yet,  h'oni  bis  wife  advice  brought  under  the  fcandal  of  duplicity.  Was  cleared  early 
itxim  the  fufpcion  by  the  noble  hiflorian ;  and  foon  after  more  indifputably  by  his  im< ' 
peachment,  and  by  his  conviction  by  the  popular  party ;  by  his  imprifonment ;  by  his 
taking  arms  in  the  royal  caufe  on  his  rel^e ;  by  his  fecond  confinement ;  by  the  fe- 
quellration  of  his  eftates  :  and  finally  by  the.  dillrefsful  poverty  be  endured  dil  death, 
lie  gave  fiill  but  unfortunate  teftimony  of  untainted  loyalty. 

John  Earl  Rothes,  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  in  his  gown,  with  the  feals  by  him.    Hp 
-  was  in  power  during  the  cruet  perfecutions  of  the  covenanters  in  Charles  II  's  time ;  and 
difchai^ng  his  tnilt  to  the  fatisfa^ion  of  the  court,  was  created  puke  of  Rothes,  a  thte 
that  died  with  him. 

A  bead  of  (he  Duke  of  Perth,  inabufhywig:  a  poft-abdicadon  Duke,  a  converted  - 
fevourite  of  James  II.  and  Chancellor  of  Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when  he 
retired  into  France. 

George  Douglas,  Earl  of  Dumbarton  in  armour ;  a  great  wig  and  cravat.  Inflruded 
in  the  art  of  war  in  the  armies  of  Louis  XIV  was  general  of  the  forces  in  Scotland  un- 
der James  II.  difperfed  the  army  of  the  unfortunate.  Argyle.  A  gallant  officer,  who 
■when  James  was  at  Saliibury,  generoufly  offered  to  attack  the  Prince  of  Orange  with  his  ■ 
fingle  regiment  of  the  Scottifh  Royal,  not  with  the  hope  of  viflory,  but  of  giving  him 
fuch  a  check  as  his  fovereign  might  take  advantage  of :  James,  with  equal  generofity, 
would  not  permit  the  facrihce  or  fo  many  brave  men.  Dumbarton  adhered  to  his  king 
in  all  fortunes,  and  on  the  abdication  partook  (^  his  exile. 

General  Jam^  Douglas,  who  in  1G91  died  at  Namur. 

Earl  of  Clarendon,  fonof  the  Chancellor,  half-length  in  his  robes. 

A  good  portrait  of  a  Tripoli  Ambaffador. 

Ia  the  gardens,  which  are  mo(t  expenfively  cut  out  of  a  rock,  is  a  bird  cherry,  of  a 
great  fize,  not  lefs  than  feven  feet  eight  inches  in  eirth }  and  among  feveral  fine  filver 
firs,  one  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  in  drcotofei^ce. 
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>  June  6th.  In  my  walks  about  the  park  fee  the  white  brefid  of  wild  cattl^  deiired 
from  the  native  race  of  the  country ;  and  (lilt  retain  the  primxval  favagenels  and  fero-  ^ 
city  of  their  anceftors :  were  more  fliy  than  any  deer ;  ran  away  on  the  ap(warance  of 
any  of  the  human  fpecies,  and  even  fet  off  at  full  gallop  on  the  lead  noife }  fo  that  I  was 
under  the  ncceiTity  of  going  very  Ibftly  under  theflielter  oftrees  orbuflies  to  get  a  near 
view  of  them  :  during  fummer  they  keep  apart  from  all  other  cattle,  but  m  fev«e 
weather  hunger  will  compel  them  to  viftt  the  out-houfes  in  fearch  of  food.  The  ktep< 
ers  are  obliged  to  fhoot  them,  if  any  are  wanted:  if'thebeaft  is  not  kilted  on  the  ft>ot 
it  runs  at  the  perfon  who  gave  the  wound,  and  who  is  forced  in  order  to  fave  himfelff 
to  fly  for  fafety  to  the  intervention  of  fome  tree. 

Thefe  cattle  are  of  a  middle  fize,  have  very  long  legs,  and  the  cows  are  fine  homed : 
the  orbits  of  the  eyes  and  the  tips  of  the  nofes  are  blac'k :  but  the  bulls  have  ktll  the 
manes  attributed  to  them  by  Boethius. 

Ride  to  IVf  orton  caflle,  aliout  four  miles  diftant,  feated  on  a  deep  proje^ion,  in  a  lofty 
fituation,  near  the  Auchenlec  bills.  This  was  originally  the  feat  of  Dunenald,  prede- 
ceflbr  of  Thomas  Randolph,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Murray  by  .  Robert  Bruce, 
when  that  caftle  and  that  of  Auchencais,  near  Mofiat,  was  difpofed  of  to  Douglas  of 
Morton,  predeceflbr  of  the  Earls  of  Mort<Hi :  but  at  the  time  that  title  was  conferred, 
the  tallle  and  lands  of  Morton  being  fettled  on  a  foh  of  a  fecoAd  mairiage  of  that  family, 
the  parliament,  on  a  proteftation  on  his  part,  declared,  fiiat  the  beflowing  that  dtle 
ihould  not  prejudice  his  right  to  the  caftle  and  lands,  but  that  it  was  taken  fram  a  place 
called  Morton  in  Weft-LotWan. 

At  prefent  remains  only  one  front,  with  a  number  of  fmall  windows,  each  to  be  af- 
,  crnded  on  the  infide  by  a  flight  of  fleps :  at  each  end  is  alfo  a  rounded  tower.  1  Bnd 
little  of  its  hiftory,  any  farther  than  that  it  was  among  the  caftles  demolifbed  by 
David  n  %  on  his  return  from  England,  probably  in  compliance  with  a  private  agree- 
ment made  with  Edward  111. 

Two  miles  north  from  Morton  ftood  the  caftle  of  Durifdeer,  demoliOied  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  former.  In  the  church  of  Durifdeer  is  the  maufoleum  of  the  bmily  of 
C^mlanrig :  over  the  door  of  the  vault  are  four  fpiral  pillars  fupporting  a  canopy,  all 
of  marble :  and  againft  the  wall  is  a  vaft  monument  in  memory  of  James  Di^  of 
Queenfbury  :  his  grace  lies  recKned  on  his  arm,  with  the  collar  of  S.  S.  round  his  neck. 
TheDutchefs,  in  her  robes,  recumbent}  four  angels  hold  a  fcroll  above,  with  this  in* 
Ccr^ftion : 

Hie 
IB  (odns  Ltimtilo    • 
'  cqm.cluiriflimii  conjugii  cioeribu* 

mifc!  Toluit  Tuis 
Jicobin  Dux  QuecnIburiK  ct  I>«*en)i ) 
Qui 
»i  tst  ct  tau[*  hoQorM 
Et  nrgoliorum  falligla 
QiiK  nullus  anln  fubditui  ^ 

altegil,cvcif^ait  LoniJiDi 
fato  cillh  fckti  dif 
Julii  lADo  Chrifti  Rcdemptom 
>7i'- 

And  beneath  is  an  affe^ionate  and  elegant  efHUph  on  his  Dutchefs,  who  died  two  years 
before  his  Grace. 

*  Guthrie,  ill  jo. 
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June  7th.  -  Vifit  Tibbir  caflle,  about  a  mile  below  Dnimlanrig,  placed  on  a  fnaalF  hill 
above  the  little  ftream,  the  Tibber.  Nothing  remains  but  the  foundations  overgrown 
with  (hrubs':  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Roman  fort,  but  that  in  after  limes  the  Scots 
profiting  of  the  fituation,  and-  what  had  been  done  before,  built  on  the  place  a  fmall 
caltte  ;  which  tradition  fays,  was  furprized  by  a  Uratagcm  in  lime  of  William  Wallace  ^t 

The  beauties  of  Drumlanrig  are  not  cohfined  to  the  higheli  part  of  the  grounds  ;  the 
walks,  fora  veryconfiderable  way,  by  thefidesof  the  Nith,  abound  with  moll  pifturefque 
and  various  fcenery :  below  the  bridge  the  fides  are  prettily  wooded,  but  not  remarkably 
lofty;  above  the  viewfr,  become  wildly  magnificent:  the  river  runs  through  a  deep  and 
rocky  channel,  bounded  by  vaft  wooded  cliffs,  that  rife  fuddenly  from  its  margin  }  and  the 
profpe£t  down  from  the  fummit  is  of  a  terrific  depth,  encreafed  by  the  rolling  of  the 
black  waters  beneath :  two  views  are  particularly  fine  ;  one  of  quick  repeated,  but  ex- 
teiifive,  meanders  amidll  broken  Iharp-pointed  rocks,  which  often  divide  the  river  into 
feveral  channels,  interrupted  by  fhort  and  foaming  rapids,  coloured  with  a  moory  teint. 
The  other  Js  of  a  long  llrait,  narrowed  by  the  fides,  precipitous  and  wood«d,  approach- . 
ingeach  omftr  equidiftant,  horrible  from  the  blacknefs  and  fury  of  the  river,  and  the 
fiery  red  and  black  colours  of  the  rocka,  that  have  all  the  appearance  of  having  fuf*  ■ 
tained  a  change  by  th^  rage  of  another  element. 

Crofs  (he  bridge  again,  and  continue  my  journey  northwtrd  for  fix  or  feven  miles,  on 
an  excellent  road,  which  I  was  iqformed  was  the  fame  for  above  twenty  miles  farther, 
and  made  at  the  fote  expence  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Queenfbury :  his  Grace  is  in  all  - 
refpefb  a  warm  friend  to  his  country,  and  by  pnemia  promotes  the  manufadures  of 
woollen  ftufis,  and  a  very  ftrong  fort  of  woollen  ftockings  ;  and  by  thefe  methods  will 
preferve  on  his  lands  a  ufeful  and  indultrious  population,  that  will  be  enaUed  to  eat  thdr 
own  bread,  and  not  opprels  their  brethren,  or  be  foi-ced  into  .exile,  as  is  the  cafe  in 
many  other  parts  of  North  Britain. 

The  ride  was,  for  the  moft  part,  above  the  Nith;  that  in  many  places  appeared  in 
Trngular  forms :  the  moft  ftriking  was  a  place  called  called  Hell's  Cawdron,  a  fudden 
turn,  wh«v  the  waters  eddies  in  a  large  hole,  of  a  vaft  depth  and  blacknefs,  overhung, 
and  daricened  by  trees.  On  the  oppoftte  fide  is  the  appearance  of  a  Britifli  entrench- 
ment ;  ind  near  Durifdeer  is  laid  to  be  a  fmall  Roman  iprtrefs :  the  Roman  road  runs 
by  it,  and  is  continued  from  thence  by  the  Well-path,  through  Crawford  moor,  to 
Elven-fbot,  has  been  lately  repaired,  and  is  much  preferable  to  the  other  through  the 
mountains,  which  would  never  have  been  thought  of  but  for  the  mines  in  the  lead- 
hills. 

The  river  aflumes  a  milder  courfe ;  the  banks  bordered  with  fields,  and  thofe  oppo- 
fite,  well  wooded.  On  an  e!minence  is  the  houfe  of  £liock,  environed  with  trees,  once 
one  of  the  poflelTions  <^  Crichton,  fether  to  the  Admirable  ;  and  before,  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  is  the  town  of  Sanquhar,  with  the  ruins  of  the  caftle,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Lords 
Crichtbn.  Tbeparifli  is  remarkable  for  the  manufa£ture  of  woollen  ftockings,  and  the  ' 
abundance  of  its  coal. 

Quit  Nithfdale,  and  turn  fuddenly  to  the  right ;  pafs  through  the  glen  of  Lochbura 
between  vaft  mountains,  one  fide  wooded  to  a  great  height,  the  other  naked,  but  finely 
graSed,  and  the  bottom  waftied  by  the  Menoch,  a  pretty  ftream }  the  glen  grows  very 
narrow,  the  mountains  encreafe  m  height,  and  the  afcent  long  and  laborious.  Ride 
by  Wanlock-head  in  the  parifti  of  Sanquhar,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
bury  i  fometimes  rich  in  lead  ore.     Crofs  a  fmall  dike  at  the  top  of  the  mountain, 

•  Gordon's  Itlo.  ig. 
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entei*  Lanerkfliire,  or  Clydefdale ;  and  continue  all  night  at  the.  little  village  of  Lead- 
tiills,  in  the  parilh  of  Crawford:  the  place  conliilsof  numbers  of  mean  houfes,  inhabited 
by  about  fifteen  hundred  fouls,  fiipported  by  the  mines  ;  for  five  hundred  are  employed' 
in  the  rich /oai  terrains  of  this  tra£t.  Nothing  can  equal  the  barren  iUld  gloomy  ap» 
pearance  of  the  country  round  :  neither  tree,  nor  Ihrub,  nor  verdure,  nor  piSurefque 
rock,  appear  to  amufe  the  eye ;  the  Ipedator  muft  plunge  into  the  bowels  of  thefe 
mountains  for  entertainment ;  or  pleale  himfelf  with  the  idea  of  the  good  that  is  done- 
by  the  well  bellowed  trcafures  drawn  from  thefe  inexhauftible  mines,  that  are  ftillrich, 
baffling  the  efforts  of  twq  centuries.  The  fpacc  that  has  yielded  ore  is  little  more  than, 
a  tnile  fquare,  and  is  a  flat  or  pafs  among  the  mountains  :  the  vans  of  lead  run  north 
and  foutn  ;  vary,  as  in  other  places,  in  their  depth,  and  are  from  two  to  four  feet 
thick  }  fome  have  been  found  filled  with  ore  within  two  fathoms  of  the  furface ;  others 
,'fmfc  to  the  depth  of  ninety  fathom. 

The  ore  yields  in  general  about  feventy  pounds  of  lead  from  a  hundred  and  twelve 
of  ore,  but  affords  very  little  filver ;  the  varieties  are  the  common  plated  ore,  vulgarly 
called  Potter's ;  the  finall  or  fteeUgrained  ore,  and  the  curious  white  ores,  lamellated 
and  fibrous,  lb  miuch  fearched  after  for  the  cabinets  of  the  curious.  The  lafl  yields- 
from  fifty-eight  to  flxty-eight  pounds  from  the  hundred,  but  the  working  of  this  fpecies 
is  much  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  the  workmen  than  the  common.  The  ores 
are  fmelted  in  heaths,  blown  by  a  great  bellows  and  fluxed  with  lime.  The  lead  is 
fent  to  Leith  in  fmall  carts,  that  carry  about  feven  hundred  weight,  and  exported 
free  from  duty. 

The  miners  and  fmelters  are  fubjefl  here,  as  in  other  places,  fp  the  lead  diftemper, 
brmilt  -reek,  as  it  is  called  here ;  which  brings  on  palfies,  and  fometimes  madnefs,. 
terminating  in  death-  in  about  ten  days.  Yet  about  two  years  ago  {tied,  at  this  place, 
a  perfon  of  primaeval  longevity :  one  John  Taylor,  miner,  who  worked  at  his  bufinefs 
till  he  was  a  hundred  and  twelve :  he  did  not  marry  till  he  was  fixty,  and  had  nine 
children ;  he  faw  to  the  lafl:  without  fpe£lacles,  had  excellent  teeth  till  within  fix  years 
before  his  death,  having  left  oflf  tobacco,  to  which  he  attributed  their  prefervation ;. 
at  length,  in  1770,  yielded  to  fate,  after  having  complet)ed  his  bundled  and  thirty. 
fecond  year. 

Native  gold  has  been  frequently  found  in  this  trafi;,  in  the  gravel  beneath  the  peat^ 
from  which  it  was  wafhed  by  rains,  and  colleded  in  the  gullies  by  perfons  who  at  diffe- 
rent times  have  employed  themfelves  in  fearch  of  this  precious  metal ;  bot  of  late  year» 
thefe  adventurers  have  fcarce  been  able  to  procure  a  livelihood.  I  find  in  a  little  book, 
printed  in  1 7 1  o,  called  Mifcellanea  Scotica  *,  that  in  old  times  much  gold  was  colleded 
in  different  parts  of  Scotland.  In  the  reign  of  James  IV.  the  Scots  did  feparate  the  gold. 
from  the  fand  by  wafliing.  In  the  following,  the  Germans  found  gold  there,  which 
afforded  the  king  great  fums;  three  hundred  men  were  employed  for  feveralfununere,. 
and  about  ioo,oool.  fl:erling  procured.  They  did  not  difpofe  of  k  in  Scotland,  but 
carried  it  into  Germany.  The  fame  writer  fays,  that  the  laird  of  Marchellon  got  gold 
,  in  Fenttand  hills  ;  that  fome  was  found  in  Langham  waters,  fourteen  miles  from  Lead* 
fail]  houfe,  in  Meggot  waters,  twelve  miles,  and  Phinland»  fizteen  miles.  He  adds^. 
that  pieces  of  gold,  mixed  with  fpar  and  other  fubflances,  that  weighed  thirty  ounces 
were  found  ;  but  the  largefl  piece  I  have  heard  of  does  not  exceed  an  ounce  iund  a. 
half,  and  is  in  the  polfelTion  of  Lord  Hopetoun,  the  owner  of  thefe  mines. 

Continue  my  journey  through  dreary  glens  or  melancholy  hills,  yet  not  without 
feeing  numbers  of  Iheep.  Near  the  fmall  village  of  Crawford  John,  procured  a  jguide 
*  For  a  furtlier  account  of  gold  found  to  Scotland,  fee  p.  4161  of  the  id  part  of  thla  Tour.  - 

over 


y  Google 


FEKNANf's   UCOUO   TOV&  IN   SCOTLAKPi  33^ 

«Ter  five  miles  of  almoft  pathlefe  moors,  and  defcend  into  Douglafdale,  watered  by  the 
taver  that  gives  the  name  i  a  valley  diflinguifhed  by  the  refideace  of  the  family  of 
Douglas,  a  race  of  turbulent  heroes,  celebrated  throughout  Europe  for  deeds  of  arms  j 
the  glory,  yet  the  fcourge  of  their  country  ;  the  terror  of  their  princes  ;  the  pride  of 
Ae  northern  annals  of  chivah^. 

They  derive  their  ftame  from  Sholto  du  glaffe,  or  the  black  and  grey  warrior  (as 
fteir  hiftory  •  relates)  a  hero  in  the  reign  of  Solvathius,  king  of  Scotland,  who  lived 
in  the  eighth  century  ;  with  more  certamty,  a  fucceObr  of  hi;i,  of  the  name  of  Willtaim, 
went  into  Italy  in  quell  of  adventures,  aad  from  him  defcendcd  the  family  of  the  Scott 
of  Plapentia  f,  that  flouriflied  in  the  lad  age,  and  may  to  this  time  continue  there.  But 
the  Douglafles  ftrd  began  to  rife  into  powerin  thedaysof  the  good  Sir  James,  who  died 
m  1 3 JD.  During  a  century  and  a  half  rheir  greatnels  knew  no  bounds,  and  their  ar* 
rogance  was  equally  unlimited  :  that  high  fpirit  which  was  wont  to  be  exerted  againfl 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  now  degenerated  into  faction,  fedition,  and  treafon  ;  they 
eraubted  the  royal  authority  ;  they  went  abroad  with  a  train  of  two  thoufand  armed- 
men  i  created  knights,  had  their  couofellors,  eflablilbed  rarJcs,  and  coniliiuted  a  t  par* 
Uament :  it  is  certain  that  they  might  almoil  have  formed  a  houfe  of  peers  out  oi  their 
own  &mily ;  for»  at  the  fame  time  there  were  not  fewer  than  fix  Karls  of  the  name  of 
Douglas  y.  Ttiey  gave  fhelter  to  the  mod  barbarous  banditti,  and  prote^ed  them  in 
^e  gEeatelt  crimes :  for,  as  honell  Xindefay  expreOes,  "  Oppreflion,  ravilhing  of 
wornm,  focrilege,  and  all  other  kinds  of  mifchief,  were  but  a  dalliance :  fo  it  was 
thought  teifome  to  a  depender  on  a  Douglas  to  Oay  or  murder,  for  fo  fearful  was  their 
aamer  and  terribk  to  every  innocent  man,  that  when  a  mifchievous  timmer  was  ap> 
Ikrehended,  if  he  alledged  ilrat  he  murdered  and  flew  at  a  Douglas's  command,  no  man 

.duril  prefent  him  to  jullice  §." 

Douglas  caftle,  the  refidence  of  thefe  Reguli,  feems  to  have  been  prollrated  almod 
aB.  frequently  as  its  mailers  t  die  ruin  that  is  feen  there  at  prefent  is  the  remains  of  the 
lafl  old  callie,  for  many  have  been  built  on  the-  iame  Ate.  The  prefent  is  an  imperfect 

.pile,  begun  by  the  late  Duke :  in  the  front  are  three  round  towers ;  beneath  the  bafe 

of  one  lies  the  noble  founder^  and  the  tears  of  the  country  painted  above.    He  wzs 

■  inteired  there  by  bis  own  dice^ons,  through  the  vun  fear  of  mingling  his  afhes  with 

.tbofe  of  an  injured  dead. 

The  windows  are  Gothic  t  the  apartments  are  fittuig  up  with  great  elegance,  which- 

.flww  that  the  ilorms  of  amlxtion  have  been  laid,  and  that  a  long  calm  of  eafe  and  con< 
tent  is  btended  to  fucceed.. 

Tlie  infcripdon  on  the  foundation-Hone  of  the  prefent  caftle  deferr«s  prefervadoiiy.. 
a>  it  gjres  a  little  of  the  hiftory : 

Hoc  latM 

HujM  muBttiffimi  PrKdu 

FamQix  de  Douglas 

Ter  folo  cqaiu 

£t  feme]  atque  itcTum  inftauniE 

Impcnntibnt 

Edwakdo  prima  AngKc 

Et  apud  ScotoB  Roat  KTo 

primtHD  fie  di^ 

Tndem  targm  ccptt- 

KoTii  maKitioiubBa  finnfttiun 

*  Hume'*  Hift.  of  the  Houfet  of  Douglai,  3,  f  Idemi  p.  5. 
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JuGFu  tt  rumptibni 

ffereniflimi  et  [>otentiflin>i  Archibald! 

Ducli  de  DovouKt,  tic.  &c. 

Principw  familite  cjm  nomiDi* 

la  b'caii  aDCiquiffims 

Et  miKiaie  notabilU 

i^nno  Chkiiti 

MDCCLVII. 

Tiear  tho  caftle  are  Teveral  very  antient  alh-trees,  whofe  branches  groaned  under  the  . 
veight  of  executions  when  the  ramily  knew  do  law  but  its  will, . 

la  the  church  were  depoGted  the  remains  of  feveral  of  this  great  itame.  Firft  ap> 
pears  the  efiigies  of  good  Sir  James,  the  mofl:  diflJnguifhed  of  the  houfe,  the  favourite 
of  Robert  Bruce,  and  the  knight  appointed*  as  moft  worthy  to  carry  his  mafter*s  heart 
to  be  interred  beneath  the  high  altar  in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem.  He  fet  out,  attended 
'  with  a  train  of  two  hundred  knights  and  gentlemen,  having  the  gold  box,  containing 
the  royal  heart  fufpended  from  his  neck.  He  firft  put  into  the  port  of  Sluys,  on  the 
coad  of  Flanders,  where  he  (laid  for  twelve  days,  Hving'bn  board  in  regal  pomp  (for 
he  did  not  deign  to  land)  and  all  his  velfels  were  of  gold  *.  Here  he  was  informed, 
that  Aiphonfo  King  of  Spain  was  engaged  in  war  with  the  Saracen  King  of  Grenada : 
not  to  lofe  this  bleded  opportunity  of  fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  the  crofs,  he  and 
his  knights  failed  inftantly  for  Valentia,  was  molt  honourably  received  by  the  SpaniQi 
monarch,  luckily  found  Kim  on  the  point  of  giving  battle  ;  engaged  with  great  vatonr, 
was  furrouhded  oy  the  in6dels,  flain  m  the  fight,  and  the  heart  of  Robert  Bruce,  which 
was  happily  refcued,  inftead  of  vifiting  the  Holy  Land,  was  carried  to  the  convent  of 
Melro&,  and  the  body  of  Sir  James  to  this  church ;  where  his  figure  lies  crols-Iegged, 
his  holinefs  having  decreed  that  fervices  againft  the  infidels  in  Spain  fhould  have  equal 
merit  with  thofe  performed  in  Paleftine. 

Near  him,  beneath  a  magnificent  tomb,  lies  Archibald  firft  Earl  of  Dourlu,  and 
fecond  Duke  of  Terouan,  in  France ;  his  father,  flatn  at  the  battle  of  Vemeuil,  bemg 
.honoured  by  the  French  king  with  that  title  He  lies  in  his  ducal  robes  and  coronet. 
This  Earl  lived  quite  independent  of  his  prince,  Jamei  I.  and  through  refentment  to 
the  minifter,  permitted  the  neighbouring  thieves  of  Annandale  to  lay  wafle  the  country, 
vhen  his  power,  perhaps  equal  to  the  regal,  might  have  fupprefied  their  barbarity.  He 
died  in  1431. 

The  DouglalTes  and  Percies  were  rivals  in  deeds  of  arms ;  and  fortune,  as  afoal, 
fmiled  or  frqwned  alternately  on  each  of  thefe  potent  familiei. 

James  the  Fat,  feventh  Earl  of  Douglas,  next  appears  in  effigy  on  another  tomb :  a 
peaceable  chieftain,  who  feems  to  have  been  in  too  eood  cafe  to  give  any  difturbaoce 
to.  the  commonwealth.  He  died  in  1443,  and  his  lady  Beatrix  de  Sinclair,  lies  by 
him-     Their  offspring  is  alfo  enumerated  in  the  infcriptlon. 

Ride  for  fome  time  in  Douglafdale,  a  trad  deficient  in  wood,  but  of  great  fertility ;' 
the  foil  fine,  and  of  an  uncoaunon  depth,  yielding  fine  barley  and  oats,  mofl  flovenly 
kept,  and  full  of  weeds  j  the  country  full  of  gentle  rifings.  Arrive  in  a  flat  extent 
ef  ground,  defcend  to  the  river  Clyde,  crofs  a  bridge  of  three  arches,  aTcend  a  fteep 
road,  and  reach 

Lanerk  ;  a  town  that  gives  name  to  tbe  county.  Here  the  gallant  Wallace  made 
his  firft  effort  to  redeem  his  country  from  the  tyranny  of  the  EiigliQi ;  taking  the  place 
and  flaying  the  governor,  a  man  of  rank  t*     The  callle  flood  on  a  mount  en  the  fouth 


*  FroifTart,  lib.  t.  c.  at.  f  BacliiRan,  lib  *tii  e.  iB. 
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fide  of  the  town ;  and  not  far  to  the  eaft,  is  a'niined  church,  perbi^  belonging  to  the 
convent  of  Frandfcans,  founded  by  Robert  Bruce,  in  1314. 

Not  very  far  &om  Lanerk  are  the  celebrated  &Us  of  the  Clyde,  the  raoft  diftant 
are  about  a  half  hour's  ride,  at  a  place  called  Cory-Lin ;  and  are  feen  to  mod  ad- 
vantage irom  a  ruinous  pavilion  in  a  gentleman's  garden,  placed  in  a  lofty  fituation. 
The  catara£k  is  full  m  view,  feen  over  the  tops  of  trees  and  bulhes,  precipitating  itfelf 
for  an  amazing  way,  from  rock  to  rock,  with  fhort  interruptions,  forming  a  rude  flope 
of  furious  foam.  The  fides  are  bounded  by  valt  rocks,  clothed  on  their  tops  with 
trees ;  on  the  fummit  and  very  verge  of  one  is  a  ruined  tower,  and  in  front  a  wood^ 
overtopt  by  a  verdant  hill. 

A  path  conduds  the  traveller  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  h\i,  into  which  proje^ 
a  high  rock,  in  floods  infulated  by  the  waters,  and  from  the  top  is  a  tremendous  vtev 
of  the  furious  flream.  In  the  chfts  of  this  favage  retreat  the  brave  Wallace  is  laid 
to  have  concealed  bimfelf,  meditating  revenge  for  his  injured  country. 

On  regaining  the  top  the  walk  is  formed  near  the  verge  of  the  rocks,  which  on 
both  fides  are  perfe&ly  mural  and  equidiftant,  excqit  where  thc^  overhang ;  the  river 
is  pent  up  between  them  at  a  dillance  far  beneath ;  not  running,  but  rather  Aiding 
along  a  ftony  bottom  flofune  the  whole  way.  The  fummits  of  the  rock  are  wooded  ; 
the  fides  fmooth  and  naked ;  the  ftrata  narrow  and  xegulaTj  forming  a  ftupoidous 
natui:al  tnaibnry.  After  a  walk  of  above  half  a  mile  on  the  edge  of  this  great  chafm, 
on  a  fudden  appears  the  great  and  bold  fall'  of  Bonittni,  in  a  foaming  fbeet,  fkr-pnv 
jeding  into  a  hollow,  in  which  the  water  fhews  a  violent  agitation,  and  a  far* 
extending  mifl:  arifes  from  the  furface.  Above  that  is  a  fecond  great  ^1 ;  two  lefler 
fiicceed ;  beyond  them  the  river  winds,  grows  more  tranquil,  and  is  feen  for  a 
confiderable  way,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  wooded  banks,  on  the  other  by  rich  and 
fwelling  fields. 

Return  the  fame  way  to  Lanerk :  much  barley,  oats,  peas,  and  potatoes  are  raifed 
about  the  town,  and  fome  wheat ;  the  manure  moft  in  ufe  is  a  white  marl,  full  of 
ibells,  found  about  four  feet  below  the  peat,  in  a  ftrainm  five  feet  and  a  half  thick ; 
it  takes  eSeSt  after  the  firft  year,  and  produces  vaft  crops.  Numbers  of  horfes  are 
hibd  here,  which  at  two  years  old  are  fent  to  the  marfhes  of  Ayrllure,  where  they  are 
kept  till  they  are  fit  for  ufe. 

June  9.  Ag^n  -pais  over  the  bridge  of  Lanerk,  in  order  to  vifit  the  great  fall  of 
Stone-biers,  about  a  mile  from  the  town :  this  has  more  of  the  horrible  in  it  than  dther 
of  the  other  two,  and  is  feen  with  more  difficulty  ;  it  confifls  of  two  precipitous  cata- 
n£te  &lhng  one  above  the  other  into  a  vafl  chafm,  bounded  by  lofty  rocks,  forming 
»  amazing  theatre  to  the  view  of  thofe  who  take  the  pains  to  defcend  to  the  bottom. 
Between  tms  and  Cory-Lin  is  another  fall  called  Dundofflin;  but  being  fatiatedfor 
Has  time  with  the  noife  of  waters,  we  declined  the  fight  of  it. 

Return  over  the  bridge,  and  walk  to  Cartland-crags ;  a  zig-zag  den  of  great  ex*  . 
tent,  bounded  by  rocks  of  a  very  uncommon  hdght,  and  almoft  entirely  dbuied  vritb 
trees.  It  is  a  place  of  laborious  accefs  from  above,  fo  difficult  is  it  amidJt  the  fhade  of 
trees  to  find  a  way  free  from  predfuce.  The  bottom  is  watered  by  the  river  Moufe  ^ 
and  the  fides,  at  every  fhort  turn,  finely  varied  with  the  different  appearance  of  rock^ 
wood,  and  precipice.  Emo^e  into  the  open  fpace.;  remount  our  horfes,  and  ride  for 
fome  miles  ;^ong  a  rich  vale,  with  the  Clyde  paffing  along  the  bottom ;  all  parts  are 
rich  in  corn,  meaddws,  orchards  and  groves.  Crofs  the  Nathan,  At  Nathan  foot,, 
gain  the  heights,  which  are  £dx  lefe  fdrtile  f  and,  after  going  over  the  river  Avon,  reach 
the  town  of  Hamilton. '  i 
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The  original  name  of  this  place,  or  the  lands  about  it,  was  Cadzow,  or  CadyoWi  a 
barony  granted  to  an  anceftor  of  the  noble  owner  oti  the  following  occafion :  In  the 
time  of  Edward  II.  lived  Sir  Gilbert  de  Hamilton,  or  Hampton  *,  an  Englifhman  of 
rank ;  who,  happening  at  court  to  fpeak  in  praife  of  Robert  Bruce,  received  on  the  oc- 
cafion an  infuk  from  John  de  Spenfer,  chamberlain  to  the  King,  whom  he  fought  and 
flew  i  dreading  the  refentmenl  of  that  potent  family  -f,  he  fled  to  the  Scottifti  monarch, 
who  received  him  with  open  arms,  and  eftabliflied  him  at  the  place  the  family  now  pof- 
fefles  ;  whofe  name  in  after>times  was  changed  from  that  of  Cadzow  to  Hamilton ;  and 
-in  1445  the  lands  were  ere£ted  into  &  lordflrip,  and  the  then  owner  Sir  James,  ^  in 
j>arli3ment  as  Lord  Hamilton. 

The  fame  nobleman  founded  the  collegiate  church  at  Hamilton  in  1451,  for  a  pro- 
vo(l  and  feveral  prebendaries.  The  endowment  was  ratified  at  Rome  by  the  pope's- 
bull,  which  he  went  in  perfon  to  procure  J. 

sfTeifed  by  certain  of  the  name  who  had  been 
lox  and  Murray,  was  on  the  19th  ofMay  1579 
king  and  council,  entirely  demolifhed  {|. 
nd  of  the  town  ;  a  large  difagreeable  j»le,  with 
e  centre ;  the  gallery  is  of  great  extent,  fur* 
ith  moft  excellent  paintings. 
Rubens,  is  a  great  performance :  die  fear  and 
(Ted  by  the  uplifted  face  and  eyes,  his  clafped 
:nt  extenfion  of  one  foot :  a  lion  looks  fiercely 
y  reftrained  by  the  Almighty  Power  from  mak> 
the  deliverance  of  Danid  is  more  fully  marked 
i  over  the  floor,  as  if  to  fhew  the  inftant  &te  of 
it  interfere. 

e,  is  a  fiiie  piece ;  and  the  obftinacy  and  rdift- 
the  wedding  garment,  is  ftrongly  expreffed.  - 
1  and  Spain,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  by  Juan  de 
There  are  fix  envoys  on  the  part  of  the  Spa- 
,  with  the  naAies  inrcribed  Over  each  :  the  Ea* 
:ham,  Devonfiiire,  Northampton,  and  Robert 

ng  the  covenant ;  both  in  black,  with  faces  fiill 

rl  of  Cambridge,  in  black,  by  Vanfomer.  This 
s  VI.,  knight  of  the  garter,  l6rd  high  (leward 
Fioner  of  the  parliament ;  and  fo  much  in  the 
I  excite  the  jealoufy  of  Buckingham.  He  died 
e.^  SUch  fymptoms  ^  attended  bis  death,  that 
bribed  the  infamy  to  the  duke, 
k'ith  a  blue  ribband  and  white  rod.  A  principal 
ign  of  Charles  I.,  dark,  uncommunicative,  cun- 
n  hiin  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  his  politics 
hftanding  he  was  brought  up  in  the  fchool  of 
ty,  his  condu£l  was  ititl  more  cbmemptit^e :  be 

>  In  Leicenerlliire,  videBiiHoB'iHift.  of  thit  ceuttl'f, -p.  136,  f  Bu6haiad,TOi.  c.49> 

}.  CrawfoFd'sfeeiige,  119.  n  Mojfn,  34.  f  Willbq,  atl^. 

>s  ruined 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


P£KNAHr*«  SSCOND  TOUR  IM   SCOTLAND.  BJ.J 

ruikie^  the  army  he  faintly  led  into  Englaod,  rather  to  make  his  royal  nuner>fabf<>rvient 
to  the  defign  of  the  Scots,  than  to  do  his  majefty  any  real  fervice.  Was  Ihan^fiiUy 
taken,  &nd  ended  his  days  upon  a  tcaffold. 

Next  to  his  is  the  porirait  of  his  brother,  and  focceflbr  to  the  title,  William  Eari  of 
Lan^tfe;  who  behaved  at  the  battle  of  Worcefter  with  genuine '  heroifm,  was  raortally 
wounded,  and  died  with  every  fcntimeot  of  calmnefs  a;id~piety  ;  regretting  the  enthu- 
.iiafm  of  his  younger  days,  and  his  late  appearance  in  the  royal  caufe. 

James  Duke  of  Hamilton,  who  fell  in  the  duel  wiih  Lord  Mohun.     The  hrfl:  a  leader  . 
of  the  tory  party  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  ;  tlie  bft  a  (Irong  whig  :  each  combatant 
fell ;  whether  the  Duke  died  by  the  hands  of  an  aff.iflin  fecond,  or  whether  he  fell  by 
thofe  of  Sis  antagonift,  the  violence  of  party  leaves  no  room  to  determine. 

Next  appears  a  full  length,  the  fineft  portrait  in  this  kingdom :  a  nobleman  in  a  red 
ftlk  jacket  and  trowfers ;  his  hair  fhort  and  grey  ;  a  gun  in  his  hand,  attended  by  an 
Indian  boy,  and  with  Indian  fcenery  around  :  the  figure  feems  perfectly  to  (tart  ^om 
the  cnitvas,  and  the  aflioti  of  his  countenance,  lookiiig  up,  has  matchlefs  fpirit.  It  is 
called  the  portrait  of  William  Earl  of  Denbigh,  mifcalled  governor  of  Ba'rbadoes,  His 
daughter  married  the  5rll  Duke  of  Hamilton,  which  (Irengthens  the  opinion  of  its 
being  that  of  her  father.  I'he  painter  feems  to  have  been  Rubens  ;  but  from  what 
circumftance  of  his  lordlhip's  life  he  placed  him  in  an  Indian  foreft,  is  not  known. 

The  old  Duke  of  Chatelherault,  in  black,  with  the  order,  I  think,  of  St.  Michael, 
pendent  from  his  neck,  which  he  accepted  with  the  title,  and  a  penfion,  from  Francis  I. 
of  France,  at  the  time  he  was  Earl  of  Arran,  and  regent  of  Scotland.  He  vas  declared 
next  in  fucceQion  to  the  crown,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  heirs  in  Mary  Stuart ;  a  rank  that 
his  feeble  and  unileady  condu'ft  would  have  difabled  turn  from  filling  with  dignity. 

A  head  of  Catherine  Parr,  on  wood,  by  Holbein. 

Another,  faid  to  have  been  that  of  Anne  Bullen,  very  handfome,  dreffed  in  a  ruff 
and  kerchief,  edged  with  ermine,  and  in  a  purple  gown ;  over  her  face'  a  veil,  fo  traa- 
Iparent  as  not  to  conceal 

The  bloom  of  young  dtfire  and  purple  light  of  love- 
Maria  Dei  Gratia  Scotorum  Regina,  1586,  3:1.43.  A  half-length:  a  ftiff  figure, 
in  a  great  ruff,  auburn  locks,  oval  but  pretty  full  face,  of  much  larger  and  plainer 
fcaiures  than  that  at  caflte  Braan  ;  a  natural  alteration,  from  the  increafe  of  her  cruel 
ufage,  and  of  her  ill  health.;  yet  (lill  preferves  a  hkenefs  to  that  portrait.  I  was  told 
here  that  ihe  feut  this  pifture,  together  with  a  ring,  a  little  before  ht-r  execution,  to  the 
reprefentative  of  the  Hamilton  family,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  gratitude  for  their  iuf- 
ferings  in  her  caufe. 

Ear!  Morton,  regent  of  Scotland  ;  a  nobleman  of  vaft  but  abufed  abilities  ;  rapacaous, 
licentious,  unprincipled;  reftrained  by  no  confideration  from  gaining  his  point;  intre* 
pid  till  the  lall  hour  of  his  being,  when  he  fell  on  the  fcaffold  with  thofe  penitential 
horrors  •  that  the  enormous  wickednefs  of  his  paft  life  did  naturally  infpire. 

The  rough  reformer,  John  Knox,  a  fevere  reprover  of  the  former.  The  Earl,  at 
ihe  funeral  of  Knox,  in  a  few  wo^-ds  delivered  this  honourable  teftimony  of  his  fpirit ; 
'*  There  lies  he  who  never  feared  the  face  of  man.'' 

Alexander  Henderfon,  a  vain,  infolent,  and  bufy  minifter  during  the  troubles  of 
Charles  I.,  who  was  deputed  by  his  brethren  to  perfuade  his  Majefty  to  extirpate  epil  • 
copacy  put  of  Scotland  :  but  the  king,  an  equal  bigot,  and  better  c.;fuift,  filecccd.his 


•  Spolfwoodjji^      Lives  of  the  Douglairi"^,  356. 
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argumeiite ;  and  HendeHbn,  chagrined  with  his  ill  faccds,  retired^  and  died  of  a  brdcca 

heart. 

A  head  of  Hobbes  (as  a  contraft  to  the  two  former),  with  (Iiort  thin  grey  hdr. 

Lord  Belhaven,  author  of  the  fanous  fpeech  againft  the  union. 

Philip  II.  a  full  length,  with  a  ftrange  figure  of  Fame  bowing  at  his  feet,  with  a  fadwl, 
and  this  motto :  "  Pro  merente  adfto." 

Two  half-lengths,  in  black,  one  with  a  fiddle  in  his  hand,  the  other  in-  a  grotefque 
attitude,  both  with  the  fame  countenances,  good,  but  fwarthy;  miftakenly  called 
David  Rizzio's,  but  I  could  not  learn  that  there  was  any  portrait  of  that  unfortunate 
man. 

Irrefiftible  beauty  brings  up  the  rear,  in  form  of  Mifc  Mary  Scott,  a  full  length,  in 
white  fattiuj  a  moft  elegant  figure ;  and  thus  conchides  the  lift  with  what  is  more  pow- 
Mf  ul  than  all  that  has  precedoj ;  than  the  arms  of  the  warrior,  the  art  of  the  poHtician, 
the  admonitions  of  the  churchman,  or  the  wifdom  of  the  philoh^her. 

About  a  mile  from  the  houfe,  on  an  eminence,  above  a  deep  wooded  glen,  with  the 
Avon  at  the  bottom,  is  Chatelherault,  fo  called  from  the  eftate  the  timily  once  poflefled 
in  France  t  is  an  elegant  banqueting-houfe,  with  a  dog-kennel,  gardens,  &c.  and  conu 
mands  a  fine  view.  The  park  is  now  much  inclofed ;  but  I  am  told  there  are  ftiU  in  it 
a  few  of  the  wild  cattle  of  the  lame  kind  with  thofe  I  few  at  Drumlanrig. 

Contihue  my  journey :  crofs  the  Clyde  at  Bothwell  bridge,  noted  for  the  defoat  of  a 
fmall  army  ofenthufiaftsin  1679,  near  the  place,  by  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who  dif. 
(inguilhed  himfelf  that  day  more  by  his  humanity  than  bis  conduft;  but  it^  probable 
he  difliked  a  fervice  againft  men  to  whofe  religious  principles  he  had  no  averlion :  he 
might  likewife  aim  at  future  popularity  in  the  country. 

Bothwell  church  was  collegiate,  founded  by  Archibald  the  Grim,  Earl  of  Douglas,  ia 
1  $gS,  for  a  provoft  and  eight  prebendaries.  The  outfide  is  faid  to  be  incnifted  wiA  a 
thin  coat  of  Hone,  but  1  confeis"  it  efcaped  my  notice.  In  it  are  interred  the  founder 
and  his  lady,  daughter  of  Andrew  Murray,  fon  to  King  David  Bruce,  with  whom  he  eot 
the  lordfliip  of  Bothwell.  ^ 

'  The  caftle,  now  in  ruins,  is  beaudfolly  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde :  tradition 
and  hiftory  are  filent  about  the  founder.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  a  principal  refidence 
of  the  Douglaflef ;  and  while  Edward  I.  was  in  poCTeiEon  of  Scotland,  was  the  chief 
ftation  of  his  governor  j  and  after  the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  was  the  prifon  of  fome  of 
theEnglifli  nobility  taken  in  that  fatal  field.  Major  •  lays,  that  in  1337  it  was  taken 
-  by  the  partizans  of  David  Bruce,  and  levelled  to  the  ground.  That  feemsa  fevourite 
pbrafe  of  the  hiftorian ;  for  to  me  it  appears  to  be  in  the  fame  ftate  with  that  of  Caer- 
laveroc,  and  was  only  dirraantled;  for  in  both,  fome  of  the  remaining  towers  have  all 
the  marks  of  the  early  llyle  of  building. 

ThepJ^fent  refidence  of  the  family,  called  Bothwell  houfe,  is  modem,  built  between 
/ninety  and  a  hundred  years  ago  by  the  young  Earl  of  Forfar,  who  v/as  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Dunblain.  He  was  paternal  uncle  to  the  late  Duke  of  Douglas,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  eftate.  The  centre  is  but  fmall,  being  chiefly' taken  up  with  ftairKafe  ■ 
and  lobby.  The  Duke  of  Douglas  added  the  wings,  in  which  are  the  principal  apart- 
ments.    It  ftands  very  near  the  ancient  caftle.  r"   t«u  - 

On  the  foulh  fide  of  the  Clyde,  oppofite  to  the  caftle,  are  the  remains  of  Blantvre  a 
priory  of  canons  regular,  founded  before  the  year  12965  mention  being  made  in  that 
year  of  Frere  William  Priour  de  Blantyr  t. 
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Tile  countrf  from  Bothwell  biidge  is  open,  viry  fertile,  compofed  of  gentle  rifings, 

diverfiBed  with  large  plantations.     Reach 

Glafgow,  the  bM.  built  of  any  fecond-rate  dty  I  ever  iaw ;  the  hoafes  of  ftooe,  and 
in  general  welt  built,  and  many  in  a  good  tafte,  plain  and  unaffefled.  The  pri&cipal 
fireet  nms  eaft  and  weft,  is  near  a  mile  and  a  h<df  long,  but  unfortunately  not  uraighi ; 
yet  the  view  fi^om  the  crofs,  where  the  two  other  great  ftreets  fall  into  this,  has  an  air  of 
vaft  magnificence.  The  toU>ooth  is  large  and  handfome,  with  this  apt  motto  on  the  frimt: 

Hxc  domiis  ddit,  amat,  pun!ti  conlcrvat,  honorat, 
nequltitm,  paceos  cn'mka,  jura,  proboi. 

Next  to  that  is  the  exchange :  within  is  a  fpacious  room,  with  full-length  portraits  of 
all  our  monarchs  fmce  James  I. }  and  an'exedlent  one,  by  Ramlay,  of  Archibald  Duke 
of  Aiwle  in  his  robes  as  lord  of  feflions.  However  expert  he  might  have  been  in  the 
Jaws  of  his  land,  the  following  form  of  refpite  to  a  wretched  coavid  does  not  fpeak 
much  in  favour  of  his  regard  to  decency. 

Sdinr  FebrJ  28/A,  1728. 
.  "  I  Archibald  Earl  of  Iflay,  do  her^y  prorogate  and  continue  the  life  of  John  Rad< 
dell,  writer  in  Edin',  to  the  tenn  of  Whitfunday  next,  and  no  l<Higer,  by  G— d.  - 

«ISLAY,i.P.D." 

Before  the  exchange  is  a  large  eqneftrian  ftatue  of  King  William.  This  is  the  fineft; 
andbroadelt  part  of  the  ftreet:  many  of  the  houfes  arebutlcover  arcades,  but  too  naiv 
row  to  be  walked  in  with  any  conveniency.  Numbers  of  other  neat  ftreets  cro&  tins  at 
right  angles. 

The  market-places  are  great  ornaments  to  the  city,  the  fronts  being  dofte  in  very  fine 
tafte,  and  the  gates  adorned  with  columns  of  one  or  other  of  the  orders.  Some  of 
thefe  markets  are  for  meal,  greens,  fifh  or  flefti :  there  are  two  for  the  laft  which 
have  conduits  of  water  out  of  feveral  of  the  pillars,  fo  that  they  are  conftantly  k^ 
fweet  and  neat.  Before  thefe  buildings  were  conftnifted,  moft  of  thofe  articles  were 
fold  in  the  public  ftreets  •,  and  even  after  the  market  places  were  built,  the  magiftrate» 
with  great  difficulty  compelled  the  people  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  cleanly  innovadons. 

Near  the  meal-market  is  the  public  granary,  to  be  filled  on  any  apprehenfion  of 
fcarcity. 

The  guard-houfe  is  in  the  great  ftreet,  where  the  inhabitants  mount  guard,  and  regn- 
laily  do  duty.  An  excellent  police  is  obferved  here ;  and  proper  officers  attend  the 
markets  to  prevent  abufes. 

The  police  of  GJafgow  confifts  of  three  bodies  j  the  magiftrates  with  the  town- 
council,  the  merchants  houfe,  and  the  trades  houfe.  The  lord  provoft,  three  bailies, 
B  dean  of  guild,  a  deacon  convener,  a  treafurer,  and  twenty-five  council-men,  compofe 
the  ftrft.  It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  dean  of  guild  is  chofen  annually,  and  can  con- 
tinue in  office  but  two  years.  The  fecond  confifts  of  thirty-fix  merchants,  annually 
eleded,  with  the  provoli  and  three  bailies,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  which  make  the 
whole  body  forty,  llie  dean  of  guild  is  head  of  this  houfe,  who,  in  conjnnftion  with 
his  council,  four  merchants,  and  four  tradefmen  {of  which  the  preceding  dean  is  to  be 
ohe),  holds  a  court  every  Thurfday,  -where  the  parties  only  are  admitted  to  plead,  all 
lawyers  being  excluded.  He  and  his  council  have  power  to  judge  and  decree  in  -all 
aftions  refpefling  trade  between  merchant  and  merchant ;  and  thofe  who  refufe  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  decifions  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  pounds.  The  fame  officer  and .  his 
.council,  with  the  mafter  of  work,  can  determine  all  (fifputes  about  boundaries,  and  no 
proceedings  in  building  Ihall  be  flopped  except  by  him ;  but  the  plaintiff*  muft  lodge  a 
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fuificient  fam  in  h'li  hands  to  iatisfy  th«defienclant,  in  cafe  ihe  firft  Ihoi^  lay.  a  groofid. 
lefs  complaint :  and,  to  prevent  delay,  the  dean  and  his.afliflants  are  to  meet  on  the 
l)>ot  mtiiin  tweiity-four  hours;  and  to  prevent  frivolous  difputes,  Ihould  the  plaintiiF 
be  found  not  to  have  been  aggrieved,  he  is  fined  in  twenty  ftiillings,  and  the  damage 
fuftained  by  the  delay  :  but  agaiii,  ihould  he  imapne  hinifelf  wronged  by  the  decifion, 
he  has  power  (after  lodging  forty  fliillinga  in  the  hands  of  the  dean)  of  appealing  to  the  . 
great  cotiocil  of  the  city  ;  and  in  cafe  they  alfo  decide  againft  him,  the  limi  is  forfeited 
and  applied  as  the  dean  (hull  think  fit.  The  fame  magillrate  is  alfo  to  fee  that  no  en- 
croachments are"  made  on  ihepiiblic  ftreets :  he  can  order  any  old  houfes  to  be  pulled 
down  that  appear  dangerous  ;  and,  1  think,  has  alfo  power  in  fome  places  of  difpofing 
of  to  the  belt  bidder,  the  ground  of  any  houfes  which  the  owner  fuffers  to  lie  in  ruins 
for  three  years,  without  attempting  to  rebuild.  Befides  thefe  affairs,  he  fupeiinrends 
the  weights  and  meafures  ;  punidics  and  fines  tranfgreffors ;  fines  all  unqualified  per- 
fons  who  ufurp  the  privileges  of  freemen  ;  admits  burgeffes:  the  fines  to  aliens  is  tool. 
Scotch  :  and  finally,  he  and  his  council  may  levy  a  tax  on  the  guild-brethren  (not  ex- 
ceeding the  above-mentioned  fum  at  a  time)  for  the  maintenance  of  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  decayed  brethren  *,  the  money  to  be  diflributed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  dean, 
his  council,  and  the  deacon  convener. 

The  third  body  is  the  trades  houfe:  this  confifts  of  fifty-fix,  of  which  the  deacon 
convener  is  the  bead :  there  are  fourteen  incorporated  trades,  each  of  which  has  a 
deacon,  who  has  a  right  to  nominate  a  certain  number  of  his  trade,  fo  as  to  form  the 
houfe  :  thefe  manage  a  large  (lock,  maintain  a  great  number  of  poor,  and  determine 
difputes  between  the  trades.  In  this  place  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  merchants  hof- 
pital,  founded  by  the  merchants  of  Glafgow  in  1601,  has  a  large  capital  to  fupportthe 
poor^  that  the  town's  hofpital  contains  four  hundred  indigent,  and  is  fupported  by  the 
magtflrates  and  town-council,  the  merchants  houfe,  the  trades  houfe,  and  the  kirk 
fsHions.  Hutchinfon's  hofphal,  founded  in  1 642  by  two  brothers  of  th«.t  name,  has  a 
fund  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds ;  the  town-council  a  revenue  of  fix  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum. 

The  old  bridge  over  the  Clyde  confifts  ofeight  arches,  and  was  built  by  William  Rea,. 
■biQiop  of  this  fee,  about  four  hundred  years  ago.  A  new  one  has  been  lately  added  of 
ievcn  arches,  with  circular  holes  between  each  to  carry  off  the  fuperfluous  waters  intht 
creat  floods.  ^  his  bridge  deviates  from  the  original  plan,  which  was  very  elegant,  and 
free  from  certain  defefls  that  difgrace  the  prefent. 

The  city  of  Glafgow,  till  very  lately,  was  perfeflly  tantalized  with  Its  river:  the  water 
was  ftialiow,  the  channel  much  too  wide  for  the  ufual  quantity  of  water  that  flowed 
down,  and  the  navigation  interrupted  by  twelve  remarkable  Ihoals.  The  fecond  incon- 
veniency  continually  increafed  by  the  wearing  away  of  the  banks,  caufed  by  the  preva- 
lency  of  the  fouth-wefl  winds  that  blow  here,  and  often  with  much  violence,  during 
more  than  half  the  year:  thus  what  is  got  in  breadth,  is  loft  in  depth.;  and  flibals  are 
formed  by  the  lofs  of  water  in  the  more  contraQed  bed.  Spring-tides  do  not  flow 
above  three  feet,  or  neap-tides  above  one,  at  Broomy-law-quay,  clofe  to  the  town;  fo 
that  in  dry  feafons  lighters  are  detained  there  for  feveral  weeks,  or  are  prevented  from  ■ 
arriving  there,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  city. 

To  refnedy  this  evil,  the  city  called  in  feveral  engineers ;  at  length  the  plan  (M^pofed 
by  my  old  friend,  Mr.  John  Golburne,  of  Chefler,  that  honefl  and  able  engineer,  was. 
accepted,  and  he  entered  into  contrafl  with  the  magiflrates  of  Glafgow  to  deepen  the, 
channel  tofevenfeet  at.  the  quay,  even  at  neap-tides.  He  has  made  coiifiderable  pro- 
t^relsin  the  work,and  has  ^ven  the  flipulated  depth  to  within.four  miles  of  the  glace.. 
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Few  a  prefent  relief  he  has  deepened  the  intermediate  fhoats,  ant)  partkutai^  be  lias 
given  at  teafl  four  feet  of  water  immediately  below  the  quay,  in  a  fboal  called  the  Hurft^ 
which  was  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  had  over  it  only  eighteen  inches  of 
water.  Before  this  improvement  lighters  of  only  thirty  tons  burden  could  reach  the 
quay  ;.  at  prefent  veffels  of  feveiUy  come  there  with  ea(e. 

Near  the  bridge  is  the  large  alms-houfe,  a  vaft  nailery,  a  lloAeWare  tnanufaftory, 
and  a  great  porter  brewery,  which  fuppiies  fome  part  of  Ireland  •  :  befides  thefe  are 
inanufaflures  of  linens,  cambricks,  lawas,  f uflians,  tapes,  and  ftriped  linens ;  fugar- 
houfes  and  gtafs-houfes,  great  roperies  ;  vad  manufadures  uf  Ihoes,  boots,  and  faddles,  - 
and  all  forts  of  horfe  furniture ;  alfo  tafl  tanneries  carried  on  under  a  company  who 
have'6o,oooh  capital,  chiefly  for  the  uk  of  the  colonifts,  whofe  bark  is  found  unfit  for 
tanning.  The  magazine  of  faddies,  and  other  works  refpeftiDg  that  bufmefs,  is  ail' 
amazing  light  :■  all  thefe  are  deftined  for  America,  no  port -equalling  this  for  the  con- ' 
Teniency  of  fituatioii,  and  fpeedily  fupplying  that  market.  Within  fight,  on  the  Ren* 
frew  fide,  are  collieries,  and  much  coal  is  exported  into  Ireland,  and  into  America. 

The  great. import  of  this  city  is  tobacco.-  The  following  ftate  of  that  tradfffor  dw" 
diree  tan  years  exhibits  its  vaft  extent  and  importance :  - 


Fjfom  Virginia, 
Maryland, 
Carolina, 

17,59. 

25457  hoglheads. 
9641 
460. 

1770.- 

-        "98'5 
8243 
91 J 

Total,,    issss-  3897a- 

So  that  It  appears  the  iiicreafe  of  importation  from  Virginia,  in  1 770,  was  435  Jiogfi' 
Keads,  and  from  Carolina,  453,  and  that  it  decreafed  in  Maryland,  1399.  But  what  is" 
remarkable,  that  in  the  fameyear  not  any  part  of  this  vail  ftock  remained  unfold;;  the 
whole  being  difppfed.  of  in  the  following  proportions.: 


bieii.: 

kdgd,: 

To  Irdand, 

3310 

Bremen, 

"3°3  ^ 

France, 

15706 ■ 

Spain,  &'c. 

88? 

Holland, 

10637 ' 

Norway, , 

iS7 

Dunkirk, 

0907 

Denmark, 

300 ' 

Hamburg, 

2416 ' 

Afnerica,  . 

i« 

Tttal  exported        -        -  -       -        -        -        37938 

wWch,  with  1032  fold  inland,  balances  the  account. 

In  the  laftyear  i77i,thc-commerce  flill  improved,  for  from 

Virginia,  35493 

Maryland,  1 2530 

Carolina,  993 


Total,  49016- 


*  Dublin  !»  e»trem(ly  capable  of  fupplying  Irebnd  with  this  liqitcr,  but,  m  I  am  credibly  infonned,  ts 
■hnofl  prohibited  the ?,tte!tipi  b;  a  hard  and  itnpr>lilic.iltis.  , 
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Tbc  «qq>ort8  aUb  bcreafed,  but  not  in  the  lame  proportion  with  thofis  of  laft  year : 

Ireland  took  •  3509  hogflu  Bremen,  1 1 76 

France,          16098  Norway,  665 

Holland,         14546  Denmark,  39a 

Dunkirk,^         5309  Spain,  &c.  397 

Hamburg       ajBS  Barbadoes,  31 

Total,  44799 

Sold  inland,  1 142 


45941 
So  that  this  year  it  appears  that  there  is  unfold,       f,  3075 

To  balance  the  great  fum  of,  49016 

But  Ais  encourafi;ihg  infoence  may  be  drawn  :  that,  notwithftinding  all  our  Iquab* 
bles  with  the  colomes,  thofe  of  the  firft  importance  improve  in  their  commerce  with 
ihdr  mother  country :  recare  alfo  an  equal  return  in  the  manufadures  of  Great- 
Britain,  which,  they  wifely  difpenfe  to  thofe  whom  unavailing  atlbciatioas  of  prohibition 
lund  hrom  an  open  traffick  with  us. 

The  origin  of  foreign  trade  in  this  great  dty  is  extremely  worthy  of  attention.  A 
merchant,  of  the  name  of  Walter  GibfoD,  by  an  adventure  fird  laid  the  foundation  of  its 
wealth:  about  the  year  1668  he  cured  and  exported  in  aOurchveflel,  300  lalls  of  her- 
rings, each  containing 'fix  barrels,  which  he  fent  to  St.  Martin's,  in  France,  where  he 
«n  a  barrel  oftn-andy  and  a  crown  for  each:  the  fliip  returning,  laden  with  brandy.and 
It,  the  cargo  was  fold  for  a  great  fum ;  he  then  launched  farther  into  buflnefs* 
bought  the  vefTel,  and  two  large  fhips  befides,  with  which  he  traded  to  different  parts 
of  Europe,  and  to  Vit^nia  :  he  alfo  firft  imported  iron  to  Glafgow,  for  betore  that  time 
it  was  received  from  Sterling  and  Burrowttonefs,  in  exchange'  for  dyed  fluSs  :  and  even 
the  wine  ufed  in  this  city  was  brought  from  Edinburgh.  Yet  I  find  no  flatue,  no 
grateful  infcription,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  Walter  Gibfon  ! 

Glafgow,  till  long  after  the  reformation,  was  confined  to  the  ridge  that  extends  from 
the  high-church,  or  cathedral,  and  the  houfes  trefpaffed  but  little  on  the  ground  on  each 
fide.  This  place  (whofe  inhabitants  at  this  time  are  computed  to  be  forty  thoufand)  was 
fo  inconfiderable,  m  1 357,  as  not  to  be  admitted  in  the  number  of  the  cautionary  towns 
affigned  to  Edward  III.  for  the  payment  of  the  ranfome  of  David  11  •.  But  the  revenue 
of  the  archbifhop  was,  at  the  reformation,  little  lefsthan  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per 
annum,  befides  fcveral  emoluments  in  com  of  different  kinds.  Religion  was,  before 
that  period,  the  commerce  of  our  chief  cides;  in  the  fame  manner  as  commerce  is  thev 
religion  in  the  prefent  age. 

Some  writers  attribute  the  foundation  of  this  fee  to  St.  Kentigem,  in  560,  and  make 
him  the  firft  biftiop :  others  wilLgive  him  no  other  rank  than  that  of  a  fimple  lainL  It 
b  with  more  certainty  known,  that  the  cathedral  was  founded  orrefounded,  in  1 136, 
by  John,  governor  to  David  I.,  and  whowasthe  firft  certain  bifhopof  the. place;  forit 
was  not  ereded  into  an  archbifhopriek  till  1500,  when  Robert  Btacader  Jliad  firft  the 
title. 

*  Anderfoa'a  Di£t.  CmiTKTcr,  i. 
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Tliis  fine  church  was  dcToted  to  defh-uftion  fcy  the  wretched  mlniftera  nf  1578,  who 
affembled,  by  bfeat  of  drum,  a  multitnde  to  effeft  the  demolrtion :  but  the  trades  of  the 
dty  taking  arms,  declared  that  they  would  bury  under  the  ruiiis  the  fiHl  perron  who 
attempted  the  facrilege  ;  and  to  this  fenfible  zeal  are  we  indebted  for  fb  great  an  orna- 
ment to  the  place.  It  is  at  prefenl  divided  into  three  places  for  divine  fervice ;  two 
abore,  one  beneath,  and  deep  underground,  where  the  congregation  may  truly  fay, 
clamavi  ex  profiindis.  The  roof  of  this  is  fine,  of  ftone,  and  fuppcu-ted  by  pillars,  but 
much  htm  by  the  crowding  of  the  pews. 

In  the  church,  yard  is  an  epitaph  on  a  jolly  phyfician,  whofe  praSice  fliould'be  re- 
commended to  all  fuch  harbingers  of  death,  who  by  their  terrific  faces  fcare  the  pooe 
padent  prematurely  into  the  regions  of  eternity : 

Stiyi  paSeDger,  And  vfew  this  ftoor. 
For  under  it  lies  fuch  «  one  ' 
Who  cured  manjr  while  he  lived  ; 
So  gnlioui  be  no  nun  grieved  : 
•  Yex  vbcn  hi*  phylick'i  rom  oft'  {liled, 

{  Hi*  picafant  purpofe  iheu  prcrailed  j 

For  of  hii  God  he  got  (he  grace 
To  live  in  mirth,  and  die  in  peace  ( 
H«K»  bi*  hi*  bult,  hit  corpf  thii  ftone ; 
Sigh,  paDenger,  and  then  be  gone, 

DoOor  Peter  J>w,  i6i».  ^ 

BeTides  this  church  are  the  College  Church,  Ramihorn,  Trone,  St.  Andrew's  and 
Wint.  The  Englifh  chapel,  college  chapel,  ahighbnd  church,  three  feceding  meet> 
ing-faoules,  a  Moravian,  an  independent,  a  methodift,  an  anabaptilt,  a  barony  churth, 
and  oac  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  Gorbels.  .    ' 

But  the  mofl  beautifulis  that  of  St.  Andrew's,  or  the  New  Churcfa,  whoTe  fronc* 
naced  with  an  el^ant  portico,  does  the  dty  great  credit,  if  it  had  not  been  disfigured 
by  a  Oender  fquare  tower,  with  a  pepper-box  top ;  and  in  general  the  fteeptes  in  Glaf- 
gow  are  in  a  remarkably  bad  tafie,  beii^  in  h&  no  fevounte  part  of  archite6:ure  villi 
the  church  of  Scotland.  The  infide  of  that  iuft  mentioned  is  finifhed  not  only  with 
neatnefs  but  with  elegance  ;  u  fupported  by  pillars,  and  very  prettily  lluccoed.  It  is 
one  of  the  very  few  exceptions  to  the  floveniy  and  indecent  manner  in  which  the  houfes 
of  God,  in  Scotland,  are  kept :  reformauon,  in  matters  ofTeligion,  feldom  obferves 
medioctity ;  here  it  was  at  firft  outrageous,  for  a  place  commonly  neat  was  deemed  to- 
favour  of  popery  :  but  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  that  extreme,  they  ran  into  another; 
for  in  many  parts  of  North-Britain  our  Lord  feems  ftill  to  be  worftiipped  in  a  (table,  and 
often  in  a  very  wretched  one ;  many  of  the  churdies  are  thatched  with  heath,  and  in 
fome  places  are  in  fuch  bad  repair  as  to  be  half  open  at  top ;  fo  that  the  people  appear 
to  worfliip  as  the  Druids  did  of  old,  in  open  temples.  It  is  but  common  juftice  to  l'a\ ,. 
that  this  is  no  fault  of  the  clergy,  or  of  the  people,  but  entirely  of  the  landed  intereft; 
who  having  M  the  reformation,  Ihared  in  the  plunder  of  the  church,  were  burthencd 
with  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  houfes  of  worOup.  It  is  too  frequently  the  cafe, 
that  the  gentlemen  cannot  be  mduc.ed  to  undertake  the  mofl  common  repairs,-  without 
being  threatened  with  a  procefs  before  the  lords  of  felfions,  or  perhaps  having  the  pro<  '' 
c^  adually  tAade^  which  is  attended  with  odium,  trouble  and  expence  to  the  poor  in- 
cumbents. 

Near  the  cathedral  is  the  ruin  of  the  caflle,  or  the  bjfhop's  [mlace ;  the  ^at  toVer 
was  built  by  John  Cameron,  prelate  in  1416.    Buchanan  *  relates  an  abfurd  tale»  that 
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tMs  biftiqp  vas  Auntnoned  to  the  great  tribunal  by  a  loud  pretematuF&I  vmce ;  that  he 
aflembted  his  fervants,  when  to  their  great  terror  the  call  was  repeated  ;  and  the  biOiop 
died  in  great  agonies-  His  oSenc&  is  conpealed  from  us,  for  he  appears  to  have  been  a 
good  and  an  able  man. 

Archbifhop  Bethune  furrounded  the  palace  with  a  6ne  wall,  and  made  a  baftion  over 
one  comer,  and  a  tower  over  another.  This  cadle  was  befieged  in  1544,  by  the  regent 
Arran,  in  the  civil  difputes  at  that  time  ;  who  took  It,  and  banged  eighteen  of  the 
garrifon,  placed  there  by  Lenox,  a  favourer  of  the  reformation. 

In  Glafgow  were  two  religious  houfes  and  an  hofpital.  One  of  Dominicans,  founded 
by  the  bifbop  and  chapter  in  1279,  and  another  of  Obfervantines  in  1476,  by  John 
Laing,  bifhop  of  Glafgow,  and  Thomas  Forfyth,  reflor  of  the  college. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  in  1450,  Jimes  If.,  Pope  Nicholas  V.  gave  the  Ball,  but 
bifliop  Tumbull  fupplied  the  money.  It  confifts  of  one  college,  a  large  building  with  a 
handfome  front  to  the  ftreet,  refembiing  forae  of  the  old  colleges  in  Oxford.  Charles 
L  fubfcribed  20oi.  towards  this  work,  but  was  prevented  from  paying  it  by  the  enfuing 
itroubles ;  but  Cromwell  afterwards  fulfilled  the  defign  of  the  royal  donor.  Here  are 
about  four  hundred  ftudents  who  lodge  in  the  town,  but  the  profeObrs  hare  good 
houfes  in  the  college,  where  young  gentlemen  may  be  boarded,  and  placed  more  im- 
mediately under  the  profelfor's  eye,  than  thofe  that  Uve  in  private  houfes.  An  inconre- 
niency  that  calls  loudly  for  reformation. 

The  library  is  a  very  handfome  room,  with  a  gallery,  fupported  by  pillars ;  and  iswe'l 
funuihed-with  books.  That  beneficent  nobleman,  the  firit  Duke  of  Chand(&,  when  he 
viTited  the  college,  p.ve  500I.  towards  building  this  apartment. 

In  poirefCon  of  the  college  is  a  very,  fmgular  verfion  of  the  bible,  by  the  Rev. 
Zachary  Boyd,  a  worthy,  learned  and  pious  divine  of  this  city,  who  lived  about  a  cen.: 
tury  anda  half  ago,  and  dying,  bequeathed  to  this  feminary  of  knowledge  his  fortune,  and 
all  his  manufcripts,  but  not  on  condition  of  ptioting  his  poem  as  is  vulgarly  ima^ned. 
It  is  probable  that  he  adapted  his  rerfe  to  the  imelle^  of  his  hearers,  the  only  excure 
.&r  the  variety  of  grofs  imagery,  of  which  part  of  the  foliloquy  of  Jonas  in  the  fifli's 
Jaelly,  will  be  thought  a  fufficietit  fpecimen : 

What  houfe  in  this  ?  here'a  neither  coal  nor  candle  ; 

'Where  I  nothing  but  guls  of  fifljM  handle, 

I  and  mj  table  are  botn  here  within, 

Where  day  ne'er  dawn'd,  wbcrc  fun  did  never  fliiiw. 

The  lilte  of  th]»  on  earth  mm  never  faw, 

A  living  man  wilbin  a  monllir'*  maw  I 

Buryed  under  mounUrna,  whL>:h  are  high  and  Reep  1 

Plunged  ntider  waten  hundred  fathoms  deep  1 

Not  To  wu  Noah  in  hit  houfe  of  tree. 

For  through  a  window  he  the  light  did  fee  i 

He  failed  above  the  htgheft  waves ;  a  wonder, 

I  and  my  boat  are  nil  the  waters  under  i 

He  and  hii  ark  migiit  go  and  alfo  come-; 

But  I  Ac  ftill  in  fiich  a  ftrait'ned  room 

Ai  is  null  uncouth  ;  head  and  frei  together, 

Among  fuch  greafe  as  would  a  thonfaQd  fmolhcr ; 

Where  I  iniombed  in  melancholy  fink, 

£boakedi  fuflbcaic  with  excremeniil  ftink  ! 

Meflrs.  Robert  and  Andrew  Foulis,  printers  and  bookfellers  to  the  univerfity,  have 
inllituted  an  academy  for  painting  and  engraving  ;  and  like  good  citizens,  zealous  to 
ipromote  the  weUare  and  honour  of  their  native  pUce,  have>  at  vaft  ezpence,  formed  a 
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tnoft  numerous  coUedicHi  of  paioiings  from  abroad,  in  oi:d»  to  form  the  tafU  of  tbeif 
eleves. 

The  printing  ts  a  confiderable  branch  of  bufmefs,  and  has  long  been  celebrated  for 
the  beaaty  of  the  types,  and  the  eorrednefs  of  the  edition^.  Here  are  {treferved>  ta 
cafes,  numbers  of  monumental,  and  other  {tones,  taken  out  of  the  walk  on  the  Ro- 
man ftations  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  :  fome  are  well  cut  and  ornamented  :  molt  of 
them  were  done  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  vexillatio,  or  party,  who  performed 
fuch  or  fuch  works  ;  othere  in  memory  of  officers  who  died  in  the  country.  Many  of 
thefe  fculptures  were  engraven  at  the  expence  of  the  univerfity  ^  whofe  priactpal  did  me 
the  honour  of  prefenting  me  with  a  fet. 

The  tfl  plate  is  very  beautiful :  a  vidory,  recUned  on  a  globe,  mth  a  palm  in  one 
hand,  a  garland  in  the  other;  a  pediment  above,  fupported  by  two  fluted  pilafters,  with 
-Corinthian  capitals :  beneath  is  a  boar,  a  common  anunal  in  fculptures  found  in  Britain, 
probably  becaufe  they  were  in  plenty  in  our  forefts.  Both  thefe  are  in  honour  of  the 
Emperor  Antoninus  Pius. 

None  is  more  iollnidive  than  that  engraven  in  plate  III,  on  which  appears  a  viftory 
sbout  to  crown  a  Roman  horfeman,  armed  with  a  fpear  and  Ihield.  Beneath  him  are 
two  .Caledonian  captives,  naked,  and  t>ound  with  little  daggers,  tike  the  modem  dirks, 
by  them.  On  another  compartment  of.  the  ftone  is  an  eagle  and  fea-gOat,  to  denote 
fome  viQory  gained  in  the  courfe  of  thdr  work  near  the  fea :  for  it  was  devoted  by  ,a 
party  of  the  Legio  fecunda  Augufta,  on  building  a  cert^n  portion  of  the  wall. 

The  XVIth  is  monumental :  the  figure  is  very  elegant,  reprefenting  one  gracefully 
recumbent,  drefled  in  a  loofe  robe :  boieath  is  a  wheel,  denoting,  that  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  engaged  with  a  party  on  the  road :  and  by  him  is  an  animal,  refembling 
the  Mufimon  or  Siberian  goat. 

In  this  ftreet  is  the  houfe  where  Henry  Daraly  lo<^;ed,  confined  Irr  a  dangerons  illnefs, 
fufpefted  to  arife  from  poifon,  adminiJlered  at  the  inftigation  of  Bothwell.  Here  the 
unhappy  prince  received  a  vifit  from  Mary  Stuart,  and  took  the  htal  refolution  of  re* 
moving  to  Edinburgh.  This  fudden  return  of  her  afieOion,  her  blandifhments  to  en- 
T^gle  nimfrom  his&therand  friends,  and  his  confequential  murder,  are  drcumftaoces 
un&rourable  to  the  memory  of  this  unfortunate  princels. 

June  1 1 .  Take  boat  at  uie  quay }  and  after  a  paflage  of  four  miles  down  die  Clyde, 
Teach  the  little  flying  houfe  of  Mr.  Golbome,  now  fixed  on  the  Northern  bank,  com- 
manding a  moft  elegant  view  of  part  of  the  county  of  Renfrew,  the  oppofite  fhore. 
After  breakfaft  furvey  the  machines  for  deepening  the  river  which  were  then  at  work.: 
they  are  clalled  ploughs,  are  large  hollow  cafes,  the  back  is  of  caft  iron,  the  two  ends  of 
wood ;  the  other  fide  open.  Thefe  are  drawn  crofs  the  river  by  means  of  capflians, 
placed  on  long  wooden  frames  or  flats ;  and  oppofite  to  each  other  near  the  t)anks  of 
the  river.  Are  drawn  over  empty,  returned  with .  the  u-on  fide  downwards,  which 
fbrapes  the  bottom,  and  brings  up  at  every  return  half  a  ton  of  gravel,  depofiting  it  an 
the  bank:  and  thus  twelve  hundred  tons  are  cleared  everyday.  Where  the  river  istoo 
wide,  the  fhores  are  contrafled  by  jetties. 

Proceed  down  the  river ;  on  the  left  the  water  of  Inchinnan  openr  10  view ;  the  prof- 
pe£t  up  the  moft  elegant  and  the  fofteft  of  any  in  North  Britain  ;  the  expanfe  is  wide 
and  gentle ;  the  one  bank  bare,  the  other  adorned  with  a  linall  open  grove.  A  little 
iile  tufted  with  trees  divides  the  water ;  beyond  the  fine  bridge  of  Inchinnan  receiving 
the  united  Tivers  of  the  white  and  black  Cart,  and  the  town  and  fplre  of  Paiflcy, 
backed  by  a  long  and  fertile  range  of  rifing  land,  clofe  the  £:e&e. 
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On  the  right  is  a  chain  of  low  hills,  Camfey  fells,  running  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  dl^^r^- 
ing  N.  £.  and  advancing  to  the  water  fide,  terminating, with  the  rock  of  Dunbuc,  that 
alnioft  reaches  to  the  Clyde. 

'  Pafs  under  Kirkpatric,  where  the  river  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  at  this 
place  is  a  confiderable  manufadure  of  all  forts  of  huibandry  toots,  began  about  four 
years  ago ;  but  it  is  hr  more  celebrated  for  being  the  fuppofed  termination  of  the  Roman 
wail,  or  Graham's  dike,  built  under  .the  aufpiccs  of  Antoninus  Pius.'  Not  the  IsUl 
relique  is  to  be  feen  here  at  prefent ;  but  about  a  niile  and  a  half  to  the  eaflward  on  a 
rifuig  ground  above  the  bridge  of  the  bum  of  Dalmure,  near  the  village  of  Duntocher, 
are  the  veftiges  of  a  fort  and  watch-tower,  with  a  very  deep  fofs.  I'he  houfes  in  the 
village  appear  to  have  been  formed  out  of  the  ruins,  for  many  of  the  ftones  are  fmoothed 
on  the  fide ;  and  on  one  are  the  letters  N.  E.  R.  O.  very  legible.  This  wall  was 
guarded  with  fmall  forts  from  end  to  end,  that  is  to  fay,  from  near  Kirkpatric  to  within  two 
miles  of  Abercom,  or,  as  Bede  calls  it,  the  monallery  of  Abercumig,  or  the  Firth  of 
Forth,,  a  fpace  of  thirty-fix  miles  eight  hundred  and  eighty-feven  paces;  of  thefe  forts 
ten  are  planned  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Gordon,  and  numbers,  of  the  infcriptions  found- 
in  them,  engraven.  This  great  work  was  performed  by  the  foldiery  under  Lollius  * 
■Urbicus,  lieutenant  of  Antoninus,  in  purfuance  of  the  plan  before  pointed  out  by  the 
great  Agricola,  who  garrifoned  the  whole  fpace  between  the  two  filrtha,  reraovtog,  as  it- 
was,  the  barbarians  into  another  ifland  •• 

Ireland  will  fcarce  forgive  me  if  I  am  filent  about  the  birth-place  of  its  tutelar  fainU  , 
He  firft  drew  breath  at  Kirkpatric,  and  derived  his  name  from  his  Either,  a  noble  Ro- 
man (a  Patrician)  who  fied  hither  in  the  time  of  perfecution.  St.  Patric  took  on  him- 
fetf  the  charge  of  Ireland ;  founded  there  365  churches,  ordained  365  bilbops,  3000 
priells,  converted  1 2000  perfons  in  one  diftrift,  baptized  feven  kmgs  at  once,  efta- 
blilhed  a  purgatory,  and  with  his  ftaS*  at  once  expelled  every  reptile  that  flung  or 
croaked. 

Somewhat  hawer,  on  the  fame  fide,  Dunglafs  proje£ts  mto  the  water,  and  forms  a 
lound  bay.  On  the^oint  is  a  ruined  fort,  perhaps  on  the  fite  of  a  Roman  j  for  prob- 
ably the  wall  might  have  ended  here,  as  at  this  very  place  the  water  is  deep,  and  at  all 
times  unfordable  by  foot  or  horfe.  The  fort  was  blown  up  in  1 640,  as  feme  fay,  by  the 
defperate  treachery  of  an  Englilh  boy,  page  to  the  Earl  of  Haddington,  who,  with 
numbers  of  people  of  rank,  were  miferably  dcftroyedt-  Below  this  the  river  widens, 
and  begins  to  have  the  appearance  of  an  sftuary  :  the  fcene  varies  into  other  beauties  ; 
the  hills  are  rocky,  but  cloathed  at  the  bottom  by  ranges  of  woods,  and  numbers  of  pretty- 
villas  grace  the  country.  Dunbuc  makes  now  a  confiderable  figure :  the  plain  of 
Dumbarton  opens ;  the  vaft  and  flrange  bicapitated  rock,  with  the  fortrefs,  appears  full 
in  front ;  the  town  and  its  fpire  beyond  ;  the  fine  river  Leven  on  one  fide,  and  the  vafl 
mountains  above  Loch-lomood,  and  the  great  bafe  and  foaring  top  of  Ben-lomond  clofe 
the  view. 

The  Roman  fleet,  ia  all  probability,  had  its  flation  under  Dunbarton :  the  Glota  or 

Clyde,  has  there  fufficient  depth  of  water  j  the  place  was  convenient  and  fecure }  near 

the  end  of  the  wall,  and  covered  by  the  fort  at  Dunglafs ;  the  pharos  on  the  top  of  the 

great  rock  is  another  ftrong  proof  that  the  Romans  made  it  thdr  harbour,  for  the 

'    water  beyond  itfimpafiable  for  fhips,  or  any  veflels  of  large  burden. 

•  Twitw.  f^Whiuloclt,  3s.     Crawford's  Peerage,  18a, 
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After  a  long  contedwith  avioleot  adverfe  wind,  and  very  turbulent  water,  pafs 
under,  on  theS.  fiiore,  Newark;  a  cadellated  houfe,  with  round  towers.  Vifil  Port- 
Glafgow,  a  confiderable  town,  with  a  great  pier,  and  numbers  of  large  Oilps,:  de- 
pendent on  Glafgow,  a  creation  of  that  city,  lince  the  year  1668}  when  it  was  pur- 
chafed  from  Sir  Patric  Maxwell  of  Newark,  houfes  built,  a  harbour  formed,  and  the 
cuflom-houfefor  thciClyde  Liiablifhed. 

.    Proceed  two  miles  lower  to  Greenock,  anciently  called  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence ;  a 
place  Aill  more  conflderable  for  its  Hiipping  than  the  former ;  and  like  the  other  a  port 
of  Glafgow,  twenty-two  miles  ditlant  from  it.    The  Firth  here  expands  into  a  fine  ■ 
bafon^  £our  miles  wide,  and  is  land-focked  on  all  fides.    Dine  here,  contrad  for  a  vef- 
fel  for  my  intended  voyage,  and  return  to  Glafgow  at  night. 

June  112.  Crofs  the  new  bridge,  at  wbofe  foot  on  that  fide  is  Gorbel,  a  fort  of  fuburbs 
to  Glafgow.  ^  The  county  of  Lanerk  ftill  extends  three  miles  down  the  river ;  but  after 
a  Ihort  nde,  I  enter  the  mire  of  Renfrew,    . 

Leave  on  the  left  the  hill  of  Langfide,  noted  for  the  battle  in  1 568 ;  which  decided 
the  fortune  of  Mary  Stuart,  and  precipitated  her  into  that  fatal  ftep  of  deferting  her 
country,  and  fiioging  herfelf  Into  an  eighteen  years  captivity,'  terminating  in  the  lots  of 
her  head,  the  difgrace  of  the  annals  of  her  glorious  rival;  Side  through  a  fine  coun- 
try to  Cruickfton  caflle,  feated  on  the  Aimmit  of  a  little  hill ;  now  a  mere  fragment, 
only  a  part  of  a  fquare  tower  remaining  of  a  place  of  much  magnificence,  when  in  its 
iiill  glory.  The  Atuation  is  delicious,  commanding  a  view  of  a  well-cultivated  trad:, 
divided  into  a  multitude  of  fertile  little  hilts. 

This  was  originally  the  property  of  the  Crocs,  a  potent  people  in  this  county  j  hut 
in  the  reign  of  Malcolm  IL  was  conveyed,  by  the  marriage  of  the  heirefs,  daughter 
of  Robert  de  Croc,  into  the  family  of  Stuarts,  in  after-times  earls  and  dukes  of  Lenox, 
-who  had  great  poQefnons  ia  thefe  parts.  To  this  place  Henry  Damly  xetired  with  his 
enamoured  queen,  Cruickfton  bnng  then,  as  Cliefden  in  the  time  of  Villiers, 

The  Teat  of  wantotinefsandlove. 

■Here  fame  fays  that  Mary  firll  refigned  herfelf  to  the  arms  of  her  beloved,  beneath ,  a 
^reat  yew,  iUH  exifting ;  but  no  loves  would  fmile  on  joys  commenced  beneath  the 
ftade  of  this  funereal  tree ;  the  hour  was  unpropitious. 

Hie  dies  primui  Lcihi,  prlmusque  ttiabrumi  CBufa  fuit. 

It  was  even  faid  *  that  Mary,  unconfcious  of  events,  flruck  a  com.  on  the  occafiop, 
with  the  figure  of  the  fatal  tree,  honored  with  a  crown,  and  diilinguiflied  by  the  mdtto, 
-*'  Dat  gloria  vires."'  But  I  have  opportunity  of  contra  ji£ting  this  opinion  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  coins  themfelves,  whofe  dates  are  1565,  i  ^66,  and  1567  t-  "Hie 
tree  is  evidently  a  palm,  tircumfcribed,  '*  Exurgat  Deus,  diflipentur  inimici  ejus.." 
Pendent  from  the  boughs,  is  the  motto  above  cited,  which  is  part  of  the  following 
lines  taken  from  Propertius,  alluding  to  a  fnail  climbiag  up  the  body  of  the  tree,  a 
modefl  comparifon  of  the  honors  that  Henry  Darnly  received  t^  the  Union  with  bis 
royal  fpoufe ; 

MagniiiTi  iifr  »fceiuIo,  fed  dat  tnihi  glori*  »irei,  i 

Non  jovat  ex  faciti,  lata  corona  )ugo. 


•  Bldiop  Nicholfon'BScottifh  Library,  jij. 
t  See  alfo  AnJerfgn's  Coir.s,  tab.  i6j. 
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Vifit  Paifley,  a  confiderable  but  irregularly  built  town;  atthe  dillanceoftnro  nules- 
from  Cruickflon,  fix  miles  weft  of  Glafgow,  two  miles  fouth^weft-of  Renfrew,  and 
fourteen  fouth-eall  of  Greenock.  It  was  erected  into  a  burgh  of  barony  in  the  year 
1488,  and  the  affairs  of  the  community  are  managed  by  three  bulies,  of  wtUcfa  the 
eldell  is  commonly  in  the  cgmmiflion  of  the  peace,  a  treafurer,  a  town-clerk,  and  fe> 
venteen  counfetlors,  who  are  annually  rie£ted  upon  the  firll  Monday  after  Michaelmas. 
It  (lands  on  both  fidea  the  river  Cart,  over  which  it  has  three  ftone  bridgeSr  each  of 
ivto  arches:  the  river  runs  from  fouth  to  north,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Clyde, 
£*jout  three  miles  below  the  town :  at  fpring-tides  veflels  of  forty  tons  burthen  come 
up  to  the  quay ;  and,  as  the  magiftrates  are  now  clearing  and  deepemng  the  river,  it 
is  hoped  that  ftill  larger  may  hereafter  get  up.  The  communication  by  water  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  inhaWtante,  for  fending  their  goods  and  roanufaftures  to  Port- 
Glafgow  and  Greenock,  and,  if  they  chufe  it,  to  Glafgow }  and  betides,  was  the 
grand  canal  finifhed,  they  will  have  an  eafy  communication  with  the  Firth  of  F<arth,  aS' 
the  canal  joins  the  Clyde  about  three  or  four  miles  north  of  Paifley. 

Notwithflanding  its  antiquity,  thistown  was  of  little  confequence  till  within  thefelaft 
fifty  ye^rs ;  before  that  period  fcarce  any  other  manufa£hire  was  carried  on  but  coarfe 
iinen  checks,  and  a  kind  of  ftriped  cloth  called  Bragals ;  both  which  have  long  been 
given  up  here ;  while  thefe  were  the  only  manuiafture,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have- 
had  no  turn  for  enlarging  their  trade,  for  their  goods  were  expofed  to  fale  in  the  week- 
ly market,  and  chiefly  bought  up  by  dealers  from  Glafgow :  fome  of  them,  however,, 
who  travelled  into  England  to  fell  Scots  manufaftures,  picked  up  a  more  general 
knowledge  Of  trade,  and  having  faved  a  tittle  money,  fettled  at  home,  and  thought  of 
eftabliflling  other  branches;  to  which  they  were  the  more  encouraged,  as  their  acquaint- 
mce  in  England  was  like  to  be  of  great  ufe  to  them. 

About  hfty  years  ago  the  making  of  white  (Utching  threads  was  firft  introduced  intO' 
the  weft  country  by  a  private  gentlewoman,  Mrs.  Millar,  of  Bargarran,  who,  very  much> 
to  her  own  honour,  imported  a  twifl-tnill,  and  other  necelTary  apparatus,  from  HoU 
land,  and  carried  on  a  fmall  manufadurein  her  own  family :  this  branch,  now  of  fuch' 
general  importance  to  Scotland,  was  foon  after  ellabliflied  inPaiiley;  wh^ithaseva^ 
nnce  been  on  the  increafe,  and  has  now  diffuled  itfelf  over  all  parts  of  Hie  kingdom.. 
In  other  places  girls  are  bred  to  it ;  here  they  may  be  rather  faid  to  be  bom  to  it ;  as  al* 
moft  every  family  makes  fome  threads,  or  have  made  formerly.  It  is  generally  com- 
puted, that,  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  white  threads  are  annually  nuide  to  the 
famount  of  from  40  to  50,000!. 

The  manufacture  of  lawns,  under  various  denominations,  is  alfo- carried  on  here  to 
a  coiifiderable  amount,  and  to  as  great  perfe^oa  as  in  any  part  of  Europe.  Vaft 
'qUantiti»  of  foreign  yarn  are  annually  imported  from  France,  Germany,  &c.  for  this 
branch,  as  only  the  lower  priced  kinds  can  be  made  of  our  hon^e  manufaftured  yarn. 
It  is  thought  the  lawn  branch  here  amounts  to  about  70,0001.  amiually.  The  dUr 
-gaUSie  has  aUb  been  eftabilfhed  here,  and  brought  to  the  utraoil  perfedion  ;^  it  is  wrought 
'  to  an  araeziBg  variety  of  patterns ;  for  fuch  is  the  ingenuity  of  our  weavers,  that  nothing 
in  their  branch  is  too  hard  for  them.  It  is  commonly  reckoned  that  tiiis  brandi  amounts 
to  about  6o,oool.  annually. 

A  manufadure  of  ribbons  has,  witlun  thefe  twelve  months,  been  eftablifhed  here, 
and  both  fltiwered  and  plain  are  made,  in  every  refpeft  as  good  as  in  any  place  in  Eng- 
land, in  thefe  different  branches  3  great  number  of  people  are  employed,  many  of 
them  boys  and  ^Is,  who  mufl  otherwife  have  been  idle  for  fome  years.  It  muft  be 
■«atremely  agre^le  to  every  man  who  wifhes  well  to  his  country,  to  fee  in  the  fummer 
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^fon,  both  lideS'Of  the  nver,  and  a  great  many  other  fields  about  town,- covered  with 
cloth  and  threads ;  and  to  hear,  at  all  feafbns,  as  he  pafles  along  the  ftreets,  the  iaduf' 
tnous  and  agreeable  noife  of  weaver's  looms,  and  twift-mills.  The  late  imfortvuute 
ftagnation  of  trade  has  been  felt  here,  as  well  as  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  illaud;  but 
U  is  hoped,  if  things  were  a  little  more  fettled,  trade  will  revive,  and  the  induftrious 
artificers  be  again  all  employed. 

Besides  thele  general  manu&dure^  feveral  others  of  a  more  local  kind  are  carried' 
on  herej  there  is  a  very  confiderable  one  of  hard-foap  and  tallow  candles,  both  of 
which  are  efteemed  excellent  of  their  kinds,  as  the  gentlemen  concerned  fpared  no 
expence  to  bring  their  manufafture  to  perfe£lion ;  their  candles,  efpecially  their  mould-  • 
ed  ones,  are  reckoned  the  bed  and  molt  elegant  that  have  been  made  in  Scotland,  and 
great  quantities  of  them  are  font  to  England  and  to  the  Well  Indies.-  They  are  made 
after  the  Eenfington  manner,  and  with  this  view  they  had  a  man  from  London,  at  very' 
high  wages,  'niere  are  alfo  two  tanning  works  in  townj  and  a  copperas  work  in  the 
neighbourhood.. 

Before  the  year  1 735,  the  whole  people  in  the  parifti,  town  and  country,  faid-  their 
prayers  in  one  church,  and  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Robert  Miller  difcharged' 
the  whole  duties  of  the  palloral' office  for  many  years  without  an  aHiftaat;  but  fince' 
t^at  peiiod  the  town  has  increafed  fo  much,  that  befides  the  old  church  there  are  now 
two  large  ones,  and  two  feceding  meeting-houfes.  The  church  firfl:  built,  called  the 
Laigh,  or  low-church,  is  in  form  of  a  Greek  crofs,  very  well  laid  out,  and  contains  a. 
great  number  of  peoplE :  the  other  called  the  high  church,  is  a  very  fine  building,  and  ' 
as  it  (lands  oii  the  top  of  a  hill,  its  lofty  Hone  fpire  is  feen  ata  vaft  dillance  ;  the  church' 
is  an  oblong  fquare,  of  eighty.two  feet  by  fixty-t*o,  withm  the  walls,  built  of  free- 
ftone,  well  Jmoothed,  having  ruftic  comers,  and  an  elegant  (lone  cornice  at  top :  though 
the  area  is  fo  large,  it  has  no  pillars ;  and  the  feats  and  lofts  are  fo  well  laid  out,  that 
though  the  church  contains  about  three  thoufand  people,  every  one  of  them  fees  the 
miniiier:  in  the  conflruftion  of  the  roof,  (which  is  a  pavilhon,  covered  with  Hate,- 
having  a  platform  covered  with  lead  on  the  topj  there  is  fomething  very  curious ;  it  is 
admired  by  every  man  of  tafte,  and  with  the  whole  building,  was  planned  and  condu£^ 
ed  by  the  late  very  ingenious  Baillie  Whyte,  of  this  place.  The  town  houfe  is  a  very 
handfome  building  of  cut-done,  with  a  tall  fpire  and  a  clock :  part  of  it  is  let  for  an 
iim,  the  red  is  ufed  as  a  prifon  and  court-rooms;  for  here  the  flieriff-courts of  the  coun- 
ty are  held.  The  flefli-market  has  a  genteel  front  of  cut-ftone,  and  is  one  of  the  neat- 
ril  and  mod  commodious  of  the  kind  in  Britain;  butchers*  meat,  butter,  cheefe,  fifli* 
wool,  and  feveral  other  articles,  are  fold  here  by  what  they  call  the  trpn-pound  of 
twenty-two  EngliOi  ounces  and  a  half.  The  poor-houfe  is  a  large  building,  very  well: 
laid  out,  and  dands  oppofite  to  the  quay,  in  a  fine  free  air ;  it  is  fupported  by  a  fmall- 
tax,  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  quarterly.  There  are  atprefent  in  the  houfe  above 
fixty,  of  which  number  about  thirty-fix  are  boys  and  girls,  who  are  carefully  educated,, 
and  the  boys  put  out  to  bufinefs  at  the  expence  of  the  houfe.  Befides  thefe,  many 
out-penfioners  have  weekly  fupplies.  Mod  of  the  mechanics  andartificers  in  town^ 
and  feveral  others,  that  fall  not  under  thefe  denominations,  have  formed  theinfelvcs- 
into  focieties,  and  have  eftablilhed  funds  for  the  aid  of  their  did  jcfied  members ;  thefe 
funds  are  generally  well  managed,  and  of  very  great  benefit  lo  individuals. 

The  old  part  01  the  town  runs  from  ead  to  wed  upon  the  fouth  flope  of  a  ridge  of ' 
hills,  from  which  there  is  a  pleafant  and  very  extenfive  profpejl  of  the  city  of  GhC- 
,gow,  and  the  adjacent  country  on  all  fides,  but  to  the  fouthward,  wihere  the  view  ter- 
jnioates  on  a  ridge  of  green  hills,  about  two  miles  didant;    Ihcluding,th«  Ute  buildings 
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and  fuburbs,  it  ts  about  an  EngHfii  mile  long,  and  -much  about  the  fame  breadth.  So 
late  as  the  year  1746,  by  a  very  accurate  furvey,  it  wafe  found  to  contain  fcarce  four 
thoufand  inhabitants;  but  it  is  now  thought  to  have  no  fewer  than  from  ten  to  twelve 
thoufand,  all  ages  included.  The  Earl  of  Abercom's  burial  place  is  by  much  the 
greateft  curiofity  iaPa'ftey :  it  is  an  old  Gothic  chapel,  without  pulpU  or  pew,  or  any 
ornament  whatever  j  but  has  the  fined  echo  perhaps  in  the  world  :"wHen  the  end-door 
(the  only  one  it  has)  is  (hut,  the  noife  is  equal  to  a  loud  and  not  very  diflant  clap  of 
thunder ;  if  you  ftrike  a  fingle  note  of  mufic,  you  hear  the  found  grAdually  afcending, 
till  it  dies  away,  as  if  at  an  immenfe  diftance,  and  all  the  while  dtttufing  itfelF  through 
the  circumambient  air  :  if  a  good  voice  fings,  or  a  mufical  inflrument  is  well  played 
upon,  the  efFeft  ia  inexprefiibly  agreeable.  In  this  chapel  is  the  mounment  of  Marjory 
Bruce:  ihe  lies  recumbent,  -with  her  hands  clofed,  in  the  attitude  of  prayer:  above 
was  once  a  rich  arch,  with  fculptures  of  the  arms,  &c.  Her  ftory  is  fmgular :  {he  was 
daughter  ofj  Robert  I^uce,.  and  wife  of  V/alter,  great  fteward  of  Scotland,  and  mother 
of  Robert  II.  In  the  year  1317,  when  ftie  was  big  with  child,  flie  broke  her  neck  in 
liunting  near  this  plate :  tne  Cefarian  operation  was  inltantly  performed,  and  the 
child  taken  out  alive  j  but  the  operator  chancing  to  hurt  one  eye  with  his  iiiflrument, 
occafioned  the  blemifti  that  gave  him  afterwards  the  epithet  of  Blear-eye;  and  the 
monument  is  alfo  ftyled  that  of  Queen  Bleary.  In  the  fame  chapel  were  interred  Eliza- 
beth Muir  and  Euphemia  Rofs,  both  conforts  to  the  fame  monarch  :  the  firft  died  before 
■tis  acceffion. 

About  half  a  mile  fouth-weft'of  Paifiey  lies  Maxwelton  :  a  veryneal;  little  village, 
^reftedTmcethe  year  1746,  where  the  manufaftures of  filk  gauze  are  carried  on  toa 
confiderable  extent. 

There  is  fcarce  a  veflige  remaining  of  the  monaftery,  founded  in  1 160,  by  Walter 
ton  of  Allan,  "  Dapifer  Regis  Scotije  pro  anima  quondam  regis  David  etanima  Henrici 
'*'  regis  Anglix  et  anima  comitis  Henrici  et  pro  falute  corporis  et  anima*  Malcolmi  et 
-**  pro  animabus  omnium  parentium  meorum,  et  benefaflorum  nee  non  et  mei  ipfius  , 
**  ialute,  &c."  The  monks,  who  were  inftrufted  with  this  weighty  charge,  were  firft 
of  the  order  of  Cluniacs,  afterwards  changed  to  Ciftercians;  and  laftly,  the  firft  order 
was  again  reftored. 

•  The  garden  wall,  a  very  noble  and  extenfive  one  of  cut  ftone,  conveys  fome  idea  of 
the  ancient  grandeur  of  the  place  :  by  a  rude  infcription.  Hill  extant,  on  the  north-weft 
comer,  it  appears  to  have  been  built  by  George  Shaw,  the  abbot,  in  the  year  1 484,  the 
fame  gentleman  who  four  years  after  procured  a  charter  for  the  town  of  Paifley.  The 
infcription  is  too  fmgular  to  be  omitted  ; 

Thy  calKt  ihe  abbnt  George  of  Sliaw, 
About  my  abbey  grtrt  rrake  this  w.iw 
An  hundrfd  four  nondreilth  zcar 
Eighly-ftjitr  tlie  dale  but  weir. 

Pray  for  liis  falvation 

That  biJ  thu  noble  foiindalion. 

As  -the  great  ftewards  of  Scotland  were  their  patrons  and  benefaftors,  they  enjoyed 
ample  privileges,  and  very  confiderable  revenues  ;  they  were  the  patrons  of  no  fewer 
than  thirty-Qpe  parilhes,  in  difierent  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  monks  of  this  abbey 
wrote  a  chronicle  of  Scots  affairs,  called  the  black-book  of  Paifley,  an  authentic  copy  of 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  bunit  in  the  abbey  of  Holyrood-houfe,  during  Cromwelfs 
ufurpation  i  another  copy  taken  from  Mr.  Robert  Spotrifwood*s  Hbrarv,  was  carried  (o 
England  by  General  Lambert.    The  .chartulary,  of  the  monaftery  is  ^d  to  be  ftillcx- 
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Bint-;  the  account  of  the  charters,  bulls  of  confirmation,  donations,  &c.  is  brought 
down  to  the  year  1548.  John  Hamilton,  the  lad  abbot,  was  natural  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  and,  upon  his  promotion  to  the  fee  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  1 546,  re- 
figned  the  abbacy  of  Paifley  in  favour  of  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  third  fon  of  that 
Duke ;  which  refignation  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Pope  Julius  III.  in  ihe  year 
1553.  This  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  titular  abbot  of  Paifley,  upon  the  dlffolution  of 
tKe  monafteries  obtained  from  King  James  the  Vlth,  a  charter,  erefting  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  abbacy  into  a  temporal  lordfhip  :  this  charter  is  dated  at  Edinburgh, 
July  29,  1587.  He  was,  by  the  fame  prince,  created  a  peer,  in  1591,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Paifley,  and  died  in  i6ai.  in  1604  his  eld'.fl:  fon  had  been  created  Lord  Aber- 
eorn,  and  in  1606  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl.  The  family  is  now  reprefented 
by  the  Right  Hon.  James  Earl  of  Abercorn,  Baron  Hamilton  of  StrabaD,  in  Ireland,  &c. 
The  lordQiip  of  Paifley  was  difpofed  of  to  the  Earl  of  Anjfus,  in  the  year  652,  and  by 
tnm  to  William  Lord  Cochran,  afterwardi  Earl  of  Dun.' )nald,  in  i6.,3,  in  which 
family  it  continued  till  the  year  1764,  when  the  prefent  Earl  of  Abercorn  re  purchafed 
the  paternal  inheritance  of  his  family.  The  abbey-church,  whtn  entire,  has  been  a  ■ 
grand  building,  in  form  of  a  crofs;  the  great  north  window  is  a  noble  ruin,  the  arcW 
very  lofty,  the  middle  pillar  wonderfully  light,  and  fiill  entire:  only  the' chancel  now 
remains,  which  is  divided  into  a  middle  and  two  fide-aifles  ;  all  very  lofty  pillars,  with ' 
Gothic  arches ;  above  ihefe  is  another  range  of  pillars,  much  larger,  being  the  fcgment 
of  a  circle,  and  above  a- row  of  arched  niches,  from  end  to  end  ;  over  which  the  roof 
ends  in  afharp  point.  The  outfide  of  the  building  is  decorated  with  a  profufion  of  or- 
naments, efpecialiy  the  great  •wed  and  north  doors,  than  which  fcarce  any  thing 
lighter  or  richer  can  be  imagined. 

But  not  with  Handing  popery  and  epifcopacy  were  expelled  this  country,  yet  fuper- 
Aitlon  and  credulity  kept  full  poQeHion  in  thefe  parts.  In  1697  twenty  poor  wretches 
were  condemned  for  the  imaginary  crime  of  witchcraft,  and  five  a£tually  fulTered  at  the 
fhkke  on  June  1  oth  in  the  fame  year  *.  One  young  and  handfome  i  to  whom  is  attri- 
buted the  heroic  reply  mentioned  in  my  former  volume  f.  So  deep  was  the  folly  of 
excefs  in  belief  rooted  here,  that  full  credit  feems  to  have  been  given  to  anaccount  that 
one  of  the  condemned  (a  wizzard)  was  ftrangled  in  his  chair  by  the  devil,  I  fuppofe 
left  he  fliould  make  a  confellion  to  the  detriment  of  the  fervice. 

TJieveftiges  of  the  Roman  camp  at  Paifley,  are  at  prefent  almoft  annihilated.  Of 
the  outworks  mentioned  by  Camden,  there  are  no  traces  of  any  excepting  one,  for  at  a 
place  called  Caltle  Head,  are  ftill  left  a  few  marks,  but  nothing  entire.  There  had 
been  a  military  road  leading  to  (he  camp,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  vanduara 
ofPtolemy. 

Continue  my  journey  towards  Renfrew.  On  the  road  fee  a  mount  or  tumulus, 
with  a  fbfs  round  the  bafe,  with  a  fingle  flone  ere£led  on  the  top.  Near  this  place  was 
defeated  and  flain  Sumerled  Thane  of  Argyle,  .who  in  1 1 59,  with  a  great  army  of 
banditti,  colle^ed  from  Ireland  I  and  other  parts,  landed  in  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence, 
and  led  theoi  in  rebellion  againft  Malcolm  IV.    That  this  mount  was  raifed  in  memory  / 

•  Namtiveof  the  diaboItcalpraflicM  of  above  twenty  wizzarHs,  S:c.  printed  1697. 

•f-  The  girl  at  Warhols  made  a  leply  equally  great.  Her  perfecutors  had  only  one  ctrclim  (lance- agar  rift 
her:  that  of  concealing  herfelf,  for  when  the  mob  cametofeiie  her  mother,  ftie  hid  herfelf  in  the  coal-l^ole. 
On  her  trial  the  by-ftandert  pitying  heryouth  and  innocence,  advifed  her  to  plead  her  belly  She  rtplie.! 
V  ith  the  uimolt  fpirii,  that  notu  ithlUndiog  ihey  luid  power  to  put  her  to  death  j  they  never  fhould  aakfi 
herdeftroy  her  reputation  byfo  infainouE  apiea. 

i  M»joT,  133.  , 
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^  F  fo  fignal  an  event  is  not  improbable,  cfpecially  as  we  are  told  by  a  moft  refpeftaWe 
writer  •,  that  his  troops  retired  unmolefted  j  therefore  might  have  leifure  to  fling  up 
this  ufual  tribute  to  the  honour  of  their  leader.  ^ 

Reach  Renfrew  the  county  town*  now  an  inconfiderable  place.  Robert  H.  had  a  pa- 
lace here,  which  flood  on  a  piece  of  ground  of  about  half  an  acre,  ftill  called  the  Caftle 
hill ;  but  nothing  remains  but  the  ditch  which  furrounded  it.  I'his  monarch  firft  made 
Renfrew  an  independent  (beri0dom,  for  before  it  was  joined  to  that  of  Laaerk. 

Pafs  by  the  tower  of  Inch,  or  ifle  fo  called,  from  its  once  having  been,  as  tradition 
fays,  furrounded  by  the  Clyde.  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  county  informs  us, 
■it  had  been  the  property  of  the  barons  Rofs  of  Haulkhead. 

All  the  land  in  thefe  parts  excellent,  but  mofl  ill  and  flovenly  drefled.  Crofs  the 
Clyde,  pafe  by  Panic,  a  village  where  the  bakers  of  Glafgow  have  very  confiderabie 
mills  on  the  water  of  Kelvin,  and  a  great  tract  of  land,  at  prefent  valued  at  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds;  originally  granted  to  them  by  the  regent  Murray,  in  reward  for  their 
fcrvices  in  fupplying  his  army  with  bread  previous  to  the  Jecifive  battle  of  Langfide. 
Sletum  again  to  Glafgow. 

June  13.  Set  out  in  company  with  Mr.  Golbome  for  LochLomond.  Pafs  for  a 
few  miles  over  a  pleafant  country,  hilly,  -well  cultivated,  and  often  prettily  planted, 
and  thick  fet  with  neat  villas.  Go  over  the  fite  of  the  Roman  wall,  near  Bemutie, 
where  had  been  a  confiderabie  fort,  whofe  plan  is  engraven  by  Mr.  Gordon.  Crofs  the 
Kelvin,  and  enter  the  fliire  of  Lenox,  or  iheriffdom  of  Dunbarton. 

See  on  the  right  Mugdoc  caftle,  a  fquare  tower,  the  antient  feat  of  the  Grahams; 
and  near  it  is  a  mount,  probably  the  work  of  the  Romans,  for  they  penetrated  on  this 
fide  as  far  as  the  banks  of  Loch.Lomond,  a  gold  coin  of  Nero  and  another  of  Trajan 
liaving  been  found  in  the  parifh  of  Dnimmond.  The  country  now  grows  high, 
moory,  black,  and  dreary.  Pafs  over  Fenwick  bridge,  flung  over  a  dark  and  rocky 
gten,  fliaded  with  trees,  impending  over  a  violent  torrent.  Leave  at  fome  dilUnce  on 
.the  right  the  fmall  houfe  of  Mofs,  immortalized  by-the  birth  of  the  great  Buchanan. 
Crofs  a  handfome  bridge  over  the  water  of  Enneric,  and  break&ft  at  the  village  of 
Uruinmin  or  Drummond  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macfarlane,  the  minifler  of  the  place. 
I'he  parilh,  which  takes  its  name  from  Druim,  a  back,  from  the  Hdges  that  run  along 
it,  is  in  extent  nine  miles  by  feven ;  and  fome  years  ago  contained  about  a  thoufand 
eight  himdred  fouls,  but  the  numbs-  is  much  reduced  by  the  unfeeling  praOice  of 
melting  feVeral  lefler  farms  Into  a  greater.  Arrive  once-  more  within  fight  of  the 
chantimg  Loch-Lomond. 

ApjH^ach  its  ftorcs,  gb  through  the  narrow  pafs  of  Bualmacha,  where  the  Grampian 
hills  fuiifli  in  the  lake.  Many  of  the  ifles  run  in  a  line  with,  and  feem  to  have  been  a 
cbntinuatfbn  of  them ;  appearing  like  fo  many  fragments  rent  from  them  by  fome 
violent  convulfion.  Arrive  in  a  beautiful  bay  :  the  braes  of  the  hills  on  the  right  are 
lofty,  fom^  filled  <rith  fmall  pebbles,  others  have  a  ferruginous  look.  The  iflands  are 
mountainous,  and  exhibit  variety  of  charms.  Inch-Culloch,  or  the  ifle  of  nuns,  hason  ic 
the  remains  of  a  church,  is  finely  wrioded,  and  is  fatd  to  have  beoi  the  C^t  of  the  fair 
reclufes.  Inch.Murrin,  or  the  ifle  of  St.  Murrinus,  is  two  miles  long,  is  a  deer-park, 
and  has  on  it  the  ruins  of  a  houfe  once  belonging  to  the  &mily  of  Lenox.  On  this 
ffland  John  Colquhoun,  laird  of  Lufs,  with  feveral  of  his  followers,  were  barbaroufly 
wmlered  by  a  party  of  iflanders,  who,  under  conduQ  of  Lauchlan  Maclean,  and  Mur> 
dbe  Gibfonu  I4J9*  carried  ^re^ndfword  through  this  part  of  N(»nh  Britain. 

•  Rct  Dr.  John  MicpheTfoa. 

13  Various 


y  Google 


VEKMAHT  9  BtCONO   TOtIR   W   SCOTtAWn,  I49 

Vanous  other  iflands  grace  this  fiue  expanfe:  Inch-Lonaig  of  great  extent  i« 
blackened  with  the  deep  green  of  yews.  The  ofprey  inhabits  a  ruined  caftle  on  Incb- 
Galbraich  ;  and  feveral  little  low  and  and  naked  ifles  ferve  to  diverfify  the  fcene. 
From  this  fpot  the  boundaries  of  the  water  are  magnificent  and  diAind ;  the  wooded 
fide  of  the  weftem,  and  the  foaring  head  of  Ben-lomond  on  the  eaAern,  form  a  view 
that  is  almod  unequalled. 

The  top  of  this  great  mountain  is  compofed  of  a  micaceous  Hate,  mixed  with  quartz. 
The  ^bbaldia procumbeiu,  z  p\int  unknown  in  England,  grows  on  the  upper  parts. 
Ptarmigan^  inhabit  its  fummit,  and  roes  the  woods  near  its  bafe,  the  mofl  foutbern 
refort  of  thofe  animals  in  our  ifland. 

The  height  c^  Ben-lomond  from  the  furface  of  the  lake  is  three  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  feet ;  the  profped  from  the  fummit  of  vaft  extent ;  the  whole  extent 
of  Loch-lomond  with  its  wooded  illes  appears  jufl  beneath.  Loch-loung,  Locb-keltering, 
Loch-eam  and  the  river  Clyde  form  the  principal  waters.  The  mountains  of  Arraa 
appear  very  diflinA,  and  to  the  north,  Alps  upon  Alps  fill  up  the  amazing  view.  ' 

Return  the  fame  way,  and  vifit  Buchanan,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  in  a 
low  and  molt  difadvantageous  fituation,  witMn  a  mile  of  the  lake,  without  the  lead 
view  of  fo  delicious  a  water.  This  had  been  the  feat  of  the  Buchanans  for  fix  or  feven 
ages,  till  it  was  purchafed  by  the  family  of  Montrofe,  fometime  in  the  lafl  century. 
Trees  grow  well  about  the  houfe ;  and  the  country  yields  a  good  deal  c^  barley  and 
oats,  and  fome  potatoes,  but  very  little  wheat. 

His  Grace  has  in  his  polfeflion  a  portrait  of  his  heroic  anceftor  James  Marquis  of 
Montrofe ;  his  fix  vidories,  great  as  they  were,  do  him  lefs  honour  than  his  magna* 
nimity  at  the  hour  of  his  death  :  he  afcended  the  gibbet  with  a  dignity  and  fortitude 
that  caufed  the  ignominy  of  his  puitilbment  to  vanim;  he  fell  with  a  gallant  contempt 
of  the  cruelleft  infutts  ;  with  that  intrepid  fHety  that  blunted  the  malice  of  his  eneriiies, 
and  left  them  filled  with  the  confufion  natural  to  little  minds,  di&ppointed  in  the 
ftrained  contrivances  of  mean  rt-venge. 

It  is  amuAng  to  read  the  weak  eifefts  of  fear,  envy,  and  rancour  in  the  reports  of 
the  times :  "  The  witches  (laid  the  wretched  covenanters)  were  confulted  at  his 
l»nh  ;  it  was  predicted  that  the  boy  would  trouble  Scotland;  and  while  he  was  a  fuck- 
ing child  (add  they)  he  eat  a  venomous  toad  *. 

Walk  in  the  afternoon  over  the  neighbouring  environs.  See  the  water  of  Eimeric 
that  difcharges  itfelf  here  into,  the  lake.  Salmon  in  their  annual  migration  pafs  up  the 
I,even,  traverfe  the  lake,  and  feek  this  river  to  depofit  their  fpawn. 

The  iuHace  of  Loch-lomcmd  has  for  feveral  years  pa  11  been  obferved  gradually  to 
increafe  and  invade  the  adjacent  (hore ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  churches, 
houfes,  and  other  buildings  have  been  loft  in  the  water.  Near  Lufs  is  a  large  heap  of 
ftonep  at  a  diflance  fix>m  the  {here,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Church ;  and  about 
a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  that,  in  the  middle  of  a  large  bay,  between  Camftraddan  and 
the  ifle  Inch-lavenack,  is  another  heap,  faid  to  have  been  the  ruins  of  a  houfe.  To 
confirm  this,  it  is  evident  by  a  paflage  in  Camden's  Atlas  Britannica,  that  an  iHand,  . 
exifling  in  his  time,  is  now  loft,  for  he  fpeaks  of  the  ifle  of  Camftraddan,  placed  be- 
tween the  lands  of  the  fame  name  and  Inch-lavanack,  in  which,  adds  he,  was  an 
houfe  and  brchard.  Befides  this  proof,  large  trees  with  their  branches  flill  adhering 
are  frequently  found  in  the  mud  near  the  fhore,  overwhelmed  in  former  times  by  the 
increafe  of  water.    This  is  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the  vaft  quantities  of  fione 

*  Staggeiiog  Sutc  of  Scotch  Sutefmen,  p.  14. 
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and  gravel  that  is  continually  brought  down  by  the  mountain  rivers,  and  by  the  falh  of 
the  banks  of  the  Leven :  the  flrlt  filling  the  bed  of  the  Uke>  the  laft  impeding  its 
difcharge  through  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Golbome,  at  the  requeft  of  the  feveral  proprietors,  ha?  niade  a  voyage  and  fur- 
vey  of  the  lake,  in  order  to  plan  feme  relief  from  the  encroachment  of  the  water. 
He  propofes  to  form  a  conftant  navigation  down  the  Level),  by  deepening  the  channel, 
and  cutting  through  the  neck  of  two  great  curvatures,  which  will  not  only  enable  the 
inhabitants  of  the  environs  of  Loch-lomond  to  convey  their  flate,  timber,  bark,  ice.  to 
the  market  j  but  alfo  by  lowering  the  furface  of  the  lake,  recover  fome  thoufands  of 
acres  now  covered  with  water. 

The  tide  flows  up  the  Leven  two  miles  and  a  <juarter.  From  thence  as  far  as  the 
lake  is  a  rapid  current,  the  fall  being  nineteen  feet  in  five  miles  ;  the  water  is  alfo  full 
of  IhOals,  fo  that  in  dry  feafons  it  becomes  unnavigable  -,  and  even  at  bell  the  veOels  are 
drawn  up  by  a  number  of  horfes. 

I  mill):  not  leave  the  parifli  of  Drummond  without  faying,  that  the  celerated  Napier 
of  Merchifton,  author  of  the  logarithms,  was  bom  at  Garlies,  within  its  precinCU. 

June  14  and  15.  Still  at  Glafgow  :  am  honoured  with  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
'  June  16.  Set  out  for  Greenock,  pafs  again  through  Renfrew ;  the  country  very  fine, 
the  lanes  for  Some  fpace  .well  planted  on  both  fides.  Ride  over  Inchinnan  bridge,  near 
wlilch  Matthew  Earl  of  I^nox,  in  1 506,  built  a  magnificent  palace ;  get  upon  fome 
high  grounds,  and,  above  the  feat  of  Lord  Glencaim,  have  a  fine  view  of  the  Clyde, 
Dunbarton,  and  all  the  northern  Ihore.  Reach  Greenock ;  after  dinner  take  boat 
and  crofs  into  the  fhire  of  Lenox,  and  land  where  the  parifii  of  Rofneath  juts  out,  and 
-narrows  the  bay  to  the  breadth  of  three  miles,  forming  in  that  part  a  fort  of  ftrait  j  the 
profpefl:  in  the  middle  of  this  paflage  uncommonly  fine ;  a  contrail  of  fenility  and  fa- 
vage  views  ;  to  the  eaft  were  the  rich  ftiores  of  the  fliires  of  Renfrew  and  L^nox,  the 
pretty  feats  on  the  banks,  and  the  wooded  pemnfula  of  Ardmore ;  and  to  the  well 
appears  the  craggy  tops  of  the  hills  of  Argylefhire.  Vifit  Rofeneath  houfe  a  neat  feat 
of  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  dated  1634  ;  the  grounds  well  planted,  the  trees  thriving  ^  in 
one  part  of  the  walks  am  Ihewn  a  precipitous  rock,  to  which  I  was  informed  that  the 
hero  Wallace  was  purfued,  and  obliged  to  leap  down  to  avoid  captivity ;  his  horfe 
periflied  j  the  hero  efcaped  unhurt.  This  country  was  the  feat  of  the  Mac-Aulays, 
-who  (Iruggled  long  with  the  Campbels  in  defence  of  their  rights,  but  their  genius 
proved  the  weaker. 

Crofs  over  the  mouth  of  Loch-gair,  which  runs  to  the  north  fix  or  feven  miles  up  the 
country,  the  end  overhung  with  lofty  ragged  mountains.  Vifit  Airden-capel,  a  new 
houfe  of  Lord  Frederic  Campbell,  fituate  on  in  eminence,  comnmnding  a  moU  beauti. 
ful  view  of  the  Renfrew  Ihore,  and  the  profpe£t  of  the  ports  of  Port-Glafgow  and 
Greenock,  continually  animated  with  the  movement  of  fhips,  and  the  bufy  haunt  of 
commerce.  Ardin-capel  was  anciently  pofiefied  by  a  &mi]y  of  the  fune  name ;  but  in 
the  time  of  James  IIL  it  was  changed  to  that  of  Mac-Aulay,  fi'om  the  word  Aulay 
baldening  to  be  the  Chiiflian  name  of  the  owner. 


A  VOYAGE  TO  THE  HEBRIDES. 
June  17.  Go  on  board  the  Lady  Frederic  Campbell,  a  cutter  of  90  tons,  Mr.  Archi- 
bald Tkompfon,  mafler.    Sail  at  half  an  hour  pall  two  in  the  afternoon;  pals  on  the 
left,  the  village  and  little  bay  of  Gourock,  a  place  of  failors  and  filbermea ;  on  the 
7  righf. 
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right,  the  point  of  Rofeneath,  in  Lenox ;  between  which,  and  that  of  Strone,  in 
Cowal,  a  portion  of  Argylefliire,  opens  Loch-Loung,  or  the  loch  of  ftiips,  which  runs 
north  many  miles  up  the  country.  This  is  the  Skipafiord  of  the  Norwegians,  having 
in  their  tongue,  the  fame  figniBcation.  To  this  place,  in  1363,  Haco  King  of  Norway, 
detached,  with  fixty  fhips,  fome  of  his  officers,  who  landed  and  deflroyed  all  the 
country  round  Loch-Lomond  *.  Ihunediately  beyond  the  point  of  Strone  the  land  is 
again  divided  by  the  Holy-Loch,  or  Loch-Seant,  extending  weftward.  6n  its  northern 
fhore  is  KiImun,.once  the  feat  of  a  collegiate  church,  founded  by  Sir  Duncan  Camp, 
bel,  in  1442,  and  fmce  chat  time  the  bunal-place  of  the  houle  of  Argyle. 

Steer  fouth,  conveyed  rather  by  the  force  of  the  tide  than  wind  ;  the  channel  ftrait, 
and  fo  narrow  as  to  make  every  objeft  diftinft.  On  the  eaftern  fliore  is  the  fquare 
tower  of  Leven,  and  a  little  farther  projefts  the  point  of  Cloch.  -Almoft  oppofite,  on 
the  weftern  fide,  are  the  ruins  of  the  cadle  of  Dunoon :  this  fortrefs  was  pofTelTed  by 
the  Englilh  in  1334,  but  was  t^ken  in  behalf  of  David  Bruce,  by  Sir  Colin  Campbel, 
of  Lochow,  who  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword  j  in  reward  he  was  made  heredhary 
governor,  and  had  the  grant  of  certain  lands  towards  its  fupport. 

The  view  down  the  Firth  now  appears  extremely  great :  the  Ihire  of  Renfrew  boimds 
one  fide ;  the  hills  of  Cowal,  floping  to  the  water  edge,  and  varied  with  woods  and 
corn-lands,  grace  the  other ;  in  fi-ont  are  the  greater  and  the  lefler  Cumrays,  the  firil 
once  remarkable  for  its  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Columba  t,  and  at  prefent  for  the 
quarries  of  beaXiuful  free-done ;  the  tafl:  for  the  abundance  of  rabbits ;  the  ifle  of 
Bute,  with  its  fertile  (hore,  lies  oblique,  and  the  fiupendous  mountains  of  Arran,  foar 
at  fome  diftance  far,  far  above. 

Am  carried  by  the  point  and  cadle  of  Towart,  the  flat  fotnhem  extremity  of  Cowal, 
leaving  on  the  eafl  the  fliire  of  Ayr.  Towart  is  the  property  of  the  Lamonds,  who, 
during  the  civil  wars,  fiding  with  Montrofe,  were  befieged  in  it,  and,  on  the  furren- 
der,  put  to  the  fword  |.  At  a  didance  is  pointed  out  to  rae,  in  that  county,  the  fite 
of  Largs,  dilUnguifhcd  in  the  Scottilh  annals  for  the  final  defeat  of  the  Norwegians  in 
1 363,  which 'put  an  end  to  their  invafions,  and  reftored  to  Scotland  the  pofleflion  of 
the  Hebrides. 

Steer  towards  the  coafl  of  Bute,  and  in  the  evening  land  at  the  little  point  of  Squo- 
log,  and  walk  up  to  Mount-Stewart,  the  feat  of  the^Earl  of  Bute;  a  modem  houfe, 
with  a  bandfome  ft-ont  and  wings :  the  fituation  very  fine,  on  an  eminence  in  the 
midft  of  a  wood,  where  trees  grow  with  as  much  vigour  as  in  (he  more  fouthern 
parts,  and  extend  far  beneath  on  each  fide ;  and  throdles,  and  other  birds  of  fong, 
fill  the  groves  with  their  melody. 

The  ifle  of  Bute  is  about  twenty  meafured  miles  long;  the  breadth  unequal,  per-  ^ 
haps  the  greateft  is  five  miles;  the  number  of  acres  about  twenty  thoufand ;  of  in- 
habitants about  four  thoufand  ;  here  are  two  parifhes,  Kingarth  and  Rothefiy  ;  at  the. 
laft  only  the  Erfe  language  is  ufed.  It  mud  be  obferved  atfo,  that  in  the  laft  church 
were  buried  two  of  the  bifhops  of  the  ifles  § ,  but  whether  it  was  at  times  the  refidence 
of  the  prelates  does  not  appear.. 

The  country  rifes  into  fmall  hills,  is  in  no  part  mountainous,  but  is  higheft  at  the 
Ibuth  end.  The  ftrata  of  done  along  the  ftiore  from  Rothefay  bay  to  Cil-cnattan,  is  a 
red  grit,  mixed  with  pebbles ;  from  the  fird,  tranfverfe  to  Scalpay  bay,  is  a  bed  of 
date,  which  feems  to  be  a  continuation  of  that  fpecies  of  ftone,  riling  near  Stoneluve, 

•  U«i«tr«  viTlflg  In  circuitu  Lacus  Lokulofrii  vaftarunt.     Torfaui,  Hift.  Omd.  167.      . 

t  Cud  af  the  ilkt,  6.  X  fiuchinan'*  Clani,  put  i.  iji.  i  Kcttb,  180. 
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en  the  eaftera  fule  of  Scotland,  and  Continued,  with  fome  interruptions,  to  this  ifland ; 
but  is  of  a  bad  kintl,  both  at  its  origin  and  termination.  In  the  fouth  end  is  fome 
limeftone ;  fome  fpotted  ftone,  not  unlike  lava,  is  found  near  the  fouth  end. 

The  quadrupeds  of  this  illaod  are ,  hares,  polecats,  weafels,  otters,  feals,  and  as  a 
compliment  to  the  foil,  moles.  Among  the  birds,  groufe  and  partridge  are  found 
here.    - 

The  cultivation  of  an  extenfive  traft  on  this  eaftem  fide  is  very  confiderable.  In  the 
article  of  inclofure,  it  has  the  ilart  of  the  more  fouthern  counties  of  this  part  of  the 
kingdom:  the  hedges  are  tall,  thick,  and  vigorous ;  the  white-thoms  and  wicken  trees 
-now  in  fuil  flower,  and  about  two  thoufand  acres  have  been  thus  improved.  The 
manures  are  coral  and  fea-lhells,  fea-weeds,  and  lime.  I  obferved  in  many  places  whole 
ftrata  of  corals  and  Ihells  of  a  vad  thicknefs,  at  prefent  half  a  mile  from  the  fea,  fuch 
lofles  has  that  element  fuftained  in  thefe  parts.  The  iiland  is  deftitute  of  coal,  but  flill 
-much  lime  is  burnt  here,  not  only  for  private  ufe,  but  for  exportation  at  a  cheap 
jate  to  the  ports  of  Greenock  and  Port-Glafgow. 

The  produce  of  the  liland  is  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes.  The  barley  yields  nine 
from  one ;  the  oats  four.  Tumeps  and  artificial  gralTes  have  been  latdy  introduced 
widi  good  fuccefs :  fo  that  the  inhabitants  may  have  fat  mutton  throughout  the  year. 
A  great  number  of  cattle  are  alfo  reared  here.  The  higheft  farm  here  is  fixty  pounds 
a  year,  excepting  a  fmgte  flieep  hna  which  rents  for  two  hundred,  but  the  medium  is 
about  twenty-five.  Arable  land  is  fet  at  nine  or  ten  fhillings  an  acre ;  the  price  of  la< 
bourers  is  dght-pence  a  day.  Rents  are  at  prefent  mollly  paid  in  money ;  the  rent- 
roll  of  the  ifland  is  about  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  Lord  Bute  po0enes  much  the 
.greater  fliare,  and  two  or  three  private  g«it!emen  own  the  reft. 

.  Ifti;  air  is  in  general  temperate ;  no  mills  or  thick  rolling  fogs  from  the  fea,  called 
in  the  north  a  harle,  ever  infeft  this  ifland.  Snow  is  fcarcely  ever  known  to  lie  here ; 
and  even  that  of  taft  winter  fo  remarkable  for  its  depth  and  duration  in  other  places, 
was  in  this  ifland  fcarce  two  inches  deep.  The  evils  of  this  place  are  winds  and  rains, 
the  lad  coming  in  deluges  from  the  weu. 

When  the  prefent  Earl  of  Bute  came  to  his  eftate,  the  forms  were  pofliffed  by  a  fet 
of  men,  who  carried  on  at  the  fame  time,  the  profeflion  of  hufbandry  and  fifhing  to 
the  manifeft  injury  of  both.  His  Ix^rdfliip  drew  a  line  between  thefe  incongruent  em- 
ploys, and  obliged  each  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  be  preferred,  diftinil  from  the  other; 
yet  in  juflice  to  the  old  farmers,  notice  muft  be  taken  of  their  fldll  in  ploughing  even  in 
tbdr  rudeA  days,  for  the  ridges  were  Arait,  and  the  ground  laid  out  in  a  manner  that 
did  them  much  credit.  But  this  new  arrangement,  with  the  example  given  by  his 
Lordffaip  of  inclofing  ;  by  the  encouragement  of  burning  lime  for  fome,  and  by  tranf- 
porting  gratis  to  the  neareft  market  the  produce  of  all,  has  given  to  this  ifland  its 
prefent  fiourifhing  afped. 

This  ifle  with  that  of  Arran,  the  greater  and  the  lefler  Cumbray,  and  Incb-mamoc, 
form  a  county  under  the  name  of  Bute.  This  fhire  and  that  of  Caithnefs  fend  a  mem- 
ber to  parliament  alternately. 

Civil  caufes  are  determined  here  as  in  other  counties  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  by 
the  fheriff-depute,  who  is  always  refident :  he  is  the  judge  in  fmaller  matters,  and  has 
a  falary  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year.  Juftices  of  peace  have  the  fame 
powers  here,  and  over  the  whole  county,  as  in  other  places ;  but  in  North  Britain  no 
oih»'  qudificaiion  is  required,  after  nomination,  than  taking  out  their  commilfions,and 
giving  the  ufual  oaths. 

Criminals 
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Criminals  are  lodged  in  the  county  jail  at  Rothefay,  but  are  removed  for  trial  to 
Inverary ;  where  the  judges  of  the  court  of  judiciary  me^t  twice  a  year  for  the  de- 
termining of  criminal  caufes  of  a  ccrtaia  dillrid. 

The  Earl  of  Bute  ie  admiral  of  the  county  by  commilfion  from  his  Majedy,  but  no 
way  dependent  on  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  .Scotland  ;  fo  that  if  any  maritime  cafe 
occurs  within  this  jurifdidion,  (even  crimes  of  as  high  a  nature  as  murder  or  piracy,} 
hisLordlhip,  by  virtue  of  thepowers  asadmiral,  is  fufficient  judge,  or  he  may  delegate 
his  authority  to  any  deputies. 

June  18.  Vifit  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland  :  ride  to  the  hill  of  Cil-chattan,  a  round 
eminence,  from  whence  is  a  vail  view  of  all  around,  infular  and  mainland.  Obferve, 
on  the  face  of  the  hills,  that  the  rocks  dip  almoft  perpendicularly,  and  form  long  co- 
lumnar ftacks,  fonie  oppofing  to  us  their  fides,  others  their  angles ;  are  hard  and 
cherty,  but  not  bafaltic ;  a  term  I  apply  to  the  jointed  columns  refembling  thofe  of  the 
giant's  caufeway. 

Defcend  to  the  ruin  of  old  Kia>garth  church.  Two  cemeteries  belong  to  it,  a 
higher  and  a  lower ;  the  tall  was  allotted  for  the  interment  of  females  alone,  becaufe 
in  old  times  certain  women  being  employed  to  carry  a  quantity  of  holy  earth,  brought 
'  from  Rome,  lotl  fome  by  the  way,  and  fo  incurred  this  penalty  for  their  negligence, 
that  of  being  buried  feparated  from  the  other  fex. 

Near  this  place  is  a  circular  inclofure  called  the  Devil's  Cauldron  :  it  is  made  of 
ft<»K,  of  excellent  mafonry,  but  without  mortar,  havmg  the  iofide  heed  in  the  mod 
fraooth  and  regular  manner.  The  walls  at  prefent  Are  only  feven  feet  fix  inches  high, 
but  are  ten  feet  in  thicknefs  ^  on  one  fide  is  an  entrance,  wide  at  the  beginning,  but 
grows  gradually  narrower  as  It  approaches  the  area,  which  is  thirty  feet  diameter. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  engraven  in  tab.  iii..  a  building  fimilar  to  this,  near  the  coiufe  of 
the  wall,  called  Caim-fiia],  and  llyles  it  a  caftellum.  This,  I  prefume,  could  never  have 
been  defigned  as  a  placfi  of  defence,  as  it  is  fitaated  beneath  a  precipice,  from  whofe 
fummit  the  inmates  might  indantly  have.been  opprefled  by  (lones,  or  milTiIe  weapons ; 
perhaps  it  was  a  fanftuary,  for  the  name  of  the  church.  Kin  garth,  implies,  kin,  chief 
or  head,  garth  *  a  lan£tuary  ;  the  common  word  for  places  of  refuge,  ginh  bdng  cor- 
rupted from  it. 

The  fouth  end  of  Bute  is  more  hilly  than  the  reft,  and  divided  from  the  other  part 
by  a  low  fandy  plain,  called  Langal-chorid,  on  which  are  three  great  upright  ftones, 
the  remains  of  a  druidical  circle,  originally  compofed  of  twelve. 

Return  over  a  coarfe  country,  and  pafs  by  lands  lately  inclofed  with  hedges,  grow- 
ing in  a  very  profperous  manner.  Pafs  by  Loch-afcog,  a  fmall  piece  of  water,  and  foon 
after  by  Loch-fad,  about  a  mile  and  three  quarters  long,  narrow,  rocky  on  one  fide,  ' 
pretuly  wooded  on  the  other.  The  other  lochs  are  Loch-Quyen,  and  Loch-Gieenan, 
and  each  has  its  river.  Reach  Rothefay,  the  capital  j  a  fniall  but  weU-built  town,  of 
JinaU  houfes,  and  about  two  hundred  ^rnilies,  and  within  thefe  few  years  -  much  im- 
proved. The  females  fpin  yarn,  the  men  fupport  themfelves  by  fifliing.  The  town 
has  a  good  pier,  and  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a  fine  bay,  whofe  mouth  exa£lly  opens  op- 
pofite  to  that  of  Loch>Streven  in  Cowal :  here  is  a  fine  depth  of  water,  a  fecure  re- 
treat, and  a  ready  navigation  down  the  Firth  for  an  export  trade ;  magazines  for 
^oods  for  for«gn  parts  might  moll  advantageoully  be  eflabliQied  here. 

The  cafUe  has  been  built  at  different  times,  the  prefent  entrance  by  Robert  III.  the 
xeit  is  quite  round,  with  round  towers  at  the  fides,  and  is  of  unknown  antiquity. 

*  Girth  orginally  meant  no  more  than  yard  or  inclorure. 

Hufljec, 
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Hiilbec  •,  grandfon  of  Somerled,  was  killed  in  the  attack  of  a  caftle  in  Bute,  perhaps 
oF  -tills.  Haco  "t*  took  the  caftle  and  whole  ifland  in  the  year  1 263.  It  -wzs  fdzed  by 
Kdward  Baliol  in  1334  J,  when  poffefled  by  the  high  fteward  of  Scotland,  a  friend  of 
the  Bruces,  and  heir  to  the  crown.  -^In  the  year  following  the  whole  illand,  as  well  as 
that  of  Arran,  was  ravaged  by  the  Engliih,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Darcy,  Lord 
Jiidice  of  Ireland.  Soon  after  the  natives  of  Arran  and  Bute  arofe§,  and,  unarmed, 
made  an  attack  with  ftones  on  Alan  Lile,  the  Englifh  governor,  put  his  party  to  flight, 
and  recovered  the  fortrefs.  It  became  in  after-limes  a  royal  refidenge :  Robert  III.  ^ 
lived  there  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  much  attention  was  beftowed  on  it,  for  in  the  reign 
of  Jaiiies  V.  we  find  that  one  of  the  articles  of  accufation  againft  Sir  James  Hamilton, 
was  his  not  accounting  for  three  thoufand  ci'owns,  deftined  to  reform  the  caftle  and 
palace  of  Rofay  ^.  In  1544,  the  Earl  of  Lenox,  aflifted  by  the  En^Iifli,  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  place  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century  (on  what  occafion  I 
do.not  recoUefl)  it  was  burnt  by  the  Marquis  of  Argyle. 

Bute  is  faid  to  derive  its  name  from  Bothe,  a  cell,  St.  Brandan  having  once  made  it 
the  place  of  his  retreat ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  natives  of  this  ifle,  and  alfo  of 
Arran,  have  been  fometimes  ftyled  Brahdani.  It  was  from  very  early  times,  part  of 
the  patrimony  of  the  Stuarts:  large  pofleflions  in  it  were  granted  to  Sir  John  Stuavt, 
natural  fon  of  Robert  II.  by  one  of  his  miftreffes,  but  whether  by  his  beloved  More 
or  Moreham,  or  his  beloved  Mariota  de  Cardny,  is  what  I  cannot  determine  •". 

Continue  our  ride  along  a  hilly  country,  open,  and  under  tillage  ;  paft  on  the  right, 
the  caftle  and  bay  of  Games,  long  the  property  of  the  Bannentynes ;  turn  to  the  weft, 
defcend  to  the  ftiore,  and  find  our  boat  ready  to  convey  us  to  the  veffel,  which  lay  at 
anchor  a  mile  dtftant  under  Inch-marnoc. 

An  ifland  fq  called  from  St.  Mamoc,  where  appear  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  and  wher« 

(according  to  Fordun  ft)  had  been  a  cell  of  monks.     The  extent  of  this  little  ifle  is 

about  a  mile,  has  a  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable  land,  forty  of  bfufti-wood,    , 

near  three  hundred  of  moor,  and  has  vaft  ftrata  of  coral  and  fliells  on' the  weft  fide. 

'  It  is  inhabited  by  a  gentleman  on  half-pay,  who,  with  bis  family  occupies  the  place 

■  under  Lord  Bute, 

June  19.  Weigh  anchor  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  j  *ahi  teized  with  calms, 
but  amufed  with  a  fine  view  of  the  circumambient  land ;  the  peninfiila  of  Cantyre, 
here  lofty,  floping,  and  rocky,  divided  by  dingles,  filled  with  woods,  which' reach  the 
water-edge,  and  expand  on  both  fides  of  the  hollows ;  Incb-mamoc  and  Bute  He  to  the 
eaft  ;  the  mountainous  Arran  to  the  fouth  ;  Loch-fine,  the  Sinus  Lelalonnius  of  Ptole- 
my, opened  on  the  north,  between  the  point  of  Skipnifh  in  Cantyre  and  that  of  La- 
■■  mond  in  Cowal,  and  (hewed  a  vaft  expanfe  of  water  wildly  bounded ;  numbers  of 
nerring-buffes  were  now  in  motion,  to  arrive  in  time  at  Campbeltown,  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  bounty,  and  animated  the  fcene. 

Turn  northward,  leave  the  point  of  Skipnifli  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  with  difficulty 
get  through  a  ftrait  of  atout  a  hundred  yards  wide,  with  funk  rocks  on  both  fides, 
•  into  the  fate  and  pretty  harbour  of  the  eaftcrn  Loch-Tarbai,  of  capacity  fufficient  for  a 
number  of  Hiips,  and  of  a  fine  depth  of  water.  The  fcenery  was  piclurcfque  ;  rocky 
little  iilands  lie  acrofs  one  part,  fo  as  to  form  a  double  port ;  at  the  bottom  extends  a 
fmall  village,  on  the  Cantyre  fide  is  a  fquare  tower,  with  veftiges  of  other  ruins, 

*  Torfseus.  f  Buchanan.  .  J  Boelliuii,  317. 

-■  "bjor,  1=9.  II   Doethiiujp:  »[  I.uidefay,  165, 
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built  by  the  family  of  Argyle  to  fecure  their  northern  dominions  from  the  inroads  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  peninfulaj  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  harboiir 
the  rocks  are  of  a  moft  groteSjue  form  :  vaft  fragments  piletl  on  each  other,  llie  faces 
contorted  and  undulated  in  fuch  figures  as  if  created  by  fufioii  of  matter  after  fonie  in* 
tenfe  heat ;  yet  did  not  appear  to  me  a  iava,  or  under  any  fufpitiou  of  liaviijg  been 
the  recrement  of  a  volcano. 

Land  at  the  village,  where  a  great  quantity  of  whilky  is  diilllled. 

Vifit  the  narrow  neck  of  land  which  joins  Cantyre  to  South  Knapdale ;  it  is  fcarcely 
a  mile  wide,  is  partly  morafiy,  partly  interfefted  by  ftrata  of  rocks,  that  are  dipping 
continuations  from  the  adjacent  mountains  of  each  didrift.  There  have  been  plans  for 
cutting  a  canal  through  this  ifthmus  to  facilitate  the  navigation  between  the  wefiern 
ocean  and  the  ports  of  the  Clyde,  and  to  take  away  the  neceHity  of  failing  through 
.  the  turbulent  tides  of  the  IVlull  of  Cantyre:  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  practicable,  but  ac 
vaft  expence ;  at  an  expence  beyond  the  power  of  North  Britain  to  effeft,  except  it  " 
could  realize  thofe  fums  which  the  wifhes  of  a  few  of  its  funs  had  attained  in  jdea. 
While  I  meditate  on  the  projeA,  and  in  imagination  fee'  the  wealth  of  the  Antilles  fail 
before  me,  the  illufion  burfts,  the  fliores  are  covered  with  wrecked  fortunes,  real  diHrels 
fucceeds  the  ideal  riches  of  Alnafchar,  and  difpels  at  onee  the  beautiful  vilion  of  Aaron 
■    Hill  •,  and  the  much  affefted  traveller. 

Afceod  a  fmall  hill,  and  from  the  top  have  a  view  of  the  wellem  Loch-Tarbat,  thaC 
vinds  along  for  about  twelve  miles,  and  is  one  continued  harbour,  for  it  has  eight 
fathom  water  not  very  remote  from  this  extremity,  and  opens  to  the  fea.  on  the  weft 
coaft,  at  Aird-Patric  :  the  bqundaries  are  hilly,  varied  with  woods  and  trails  of  heath  ; 
the  country  yields  much  potatoes  and  fome  corn,  bat  the  land  is  fo  interrupted  with 
'  rocks,  that  the  natives,  inftead  of  the  plough,  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the  fpade. 

The  time  of  the  tides  vary  greatly  at  the  terminations  of  each  of  thefe  harbours  :  at 
this  the  fiood  bad  advanced  in  the  caft  loch  full  three  quarters,  iii  the  other  only  one  ■ 
hour.  According  to  fome  remarks  Mr,  James  Watts  of  Gla^ow  favoured  me  with, 
the  fpring-tides  in  Kbft-Tarbat  Sow  ten  feet  fix  inches  ;  in  Wcft-Tarbat  only  four  feet 
fix  inches,  or,  in  very  extraordinary  tides,  two  feet  higher.  The  tides  in  the  weft 
loch  are  moft  irregular ;  fametlmes  neither  ebb  nor  flow  ;  at  other  times  ebb  and  flow 
twice  in  a  tide,  and  the  quantity  of  falfe  ebb  is  about  one  foot.  The  mean  hdght  of 
the  firth  of  Clyde  is  greater  than  that  of  Weft-Tarbat. 

It  ia  not  very  long  fince  veflels  of  nine  or  ten  tons  were  drawn  by  horfes  out  of  the 
weft  loch  into  that  of  the  eaft,  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  fo  dreaded 
and  fo  little  known  was  the  navigation  rounU  that  promontory.  It  is'  the  opuiion  of 
many  that  ibefe  little  ifthmufcs,  fo  frequently  ftiled  Tarbat  in  North  Britain,  took  their 
name  from  the  above  circumftance ;  tarruing  fignifying  to  draw,  and  bata,  a  boat.  This 
loo  might  be  called,  byway  of  pre-eminence,  the  tarbat,  from  a  very  fingular  circum- 
fiance  delated  by  Torfieust.  When  Magnus  the  Barefooted,  King  of  Norway,  ob- 
tained from  Donald-bane  of  Scotland  the  ceflion  of  the  weftern  ifles,  or  all  thofe  places 
that  could  be  furrounded  in  a  boat,  he  added  to  them  the  peninlula  of  Cantyre  by  this 
fraud :  he  placed  hinifelf  in  the  ftem  of  a  boat,  held  the  rudder,  was  drawn  over  this 
narrow  trait,  and  by  thb  fpecies  of  navigation  wrefted  the  country  from  his  brother  - 
mooarch. 

In  the  afternoon  attempt  to  turn  out,  but  am  driven  back  by  an  adverfe  gale. 
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June  30.  Get  out  early  in  the  morning  into  the  fame  expanfe  as  before :  land  on 
Inch-Bui,  or  the  yellow  ifle;  an  entire  rock,  covered  with  the  lichen  parietinus.  Sail 
by  Inch-SIcaite  j  amufed  by  the  fporting  of  feals.  Hail  a  fraall  fi(hing-boat,  in  order 
to  purchafe  fonie  of  its  cargo  :  am  anfwered  by  the  owner  that  he  would  not  fell  any, 
but  that  part  was  at  my  fervice  ;  a  piece  of  genei'ofity  of  greater  merit,  as  in  this  fcarce 
feafon  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  family  depended  on  the  good  fortune  of  the  day. 
Thus  in  thefe  parts  hofpitality  is  found  even  among  the  moft  indigent. 

Moft  of  the  morning  was  paffed  in  a  dead  calm  :  in  the  afternoon  fucceeded  briik 
gales,  but  from  points,  not  the  moft  favourable,  which  occafioned  frequent  tacks  in 
iight  of  port :  in  one  broke  our  top-fail  yard.  During  thefe  variations  of  our  courfe, 
had  good  opponuniiy  of  obferving  the  compofition  of  the  ifle  of  Arran  :  a  feries  of  vaft 
-  mountains,  running  in  ridges  acrofs  the  whole ;  their  tops-broken,  ferrated,  or  fpiring ; 
the  fummit  of  Goatfield  rifmg  far  above  the  reft,  and  the  lides  of  all  lIo[»ng  towards  ^e 
water  edge ;  a  fcene,  at  this  diftance,  of  favage  llerility< 

Another  calm  within  two  miles  of  land :  take  to  the  boat,  and  approach  Loch* 
Ranza,  a  fine  bay,  at  the  north  end  of  the  ifle  of  Arran,  where  I  land  in  the  evening. 
The  approach  was  magnificent :  a  fine  bay  in  front,  about  a  mile  deep,  having  a  ruined 
caflJe  near  the  lower  end,  on  a  low  far  proje&ing  neck  of  land,  that  forms  another  bar* 
hour,  with  a  narrow  paffage;  but  whhin  has  three  lathom  ofwater,  evenatthe  loweftebb. 
Beyond  is  a  little  pldn  watered  by  ajlream,and  inhabited  by  the  people  of  a  fmall  village. 
The  whole  is  environed  with  a  theatre  of  mountains;  and  in  the  l»ck  ground  the  fer- 
rated crags  of  Grianan-Athol  foar  above. 

Vifit  the  caftle,  which  confills  of  two  fquare  parts  united,  built  of  red  grit  flone  :  in 
one  room  is  a  chimney-piece,  and  fire-place  large  enough  to  have  roafted  an  ox  ;  but 
now  ftrewed  with  the  fhells  of  limpets,  the  hard  fare' of  the  poor  people  who  occa- 
fionally  take  refuge  here. 

This  fortrefs  was  founded  by  one  of  the  Scottifh  monarchs,  and  is  of  fome  antiquity ; 
for  Fordun,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1380,  fpeaks  of  this  and  Brodie  as  royal  caflles. 

The  village  of  Ranza  and  a  fmall  church  lie  a  little  farther  in  the  plain :  the  laA  was 
founded  and  endowed  by  Anne  Duchefs  of  Hamilton,  in  aid  of  the  church  of  Kilbride, 
one  of  the  two  parifhes  this  great  ifland  is  divided  into. 

Am  informed  of  a  baflcing  {hark  that  had  been  harpooned  fome  days  before,  and  lay 
on  the  fhore  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay.  Crofs  over  to  take  a  view  of  a  fifh  fo 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  other  parts  of  Great  Britain,  and  find  it  a  monfter,  nolwiih- 
ftanding  it  was  much  inferior  in  fize  to  others  that  are  fometimes  taken ;  for  there  have 
been  inftancesof  their  being  from  ihirtyfix  to  forty  feet  in  length. 

This  was  twenty-feven'  feet  four  inches  long.  The  tail  confifted  of  two  unequal 
lobes;  the  upper  five  feet  long,  the  upper  three.  The  circumference  of  the  body 
great ;  the  fliin  cinereous,  and  rough.  The  upper  jaw  much  longer  than  the  lower. 
The  teeth  minute,  difpofed  in  numbers  along  the  jaws.  The  eyes  placed  at  only  four- 
teen inches  diftance  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe.  The  apertures  to  the  gills  very  long,  and 
fumiflied  with  ftrainers  of  the  fubftance  of  whalebone. 

'  Thefe  fifh  are  called  in  the  Erfe  Cairban,  by  the  Scotch  Sail-fifh,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  dorfal  fins  above  water.  They  inhabit  moft  parts  of  the  waftem  coafls  of  the 
northern  feas :  Linnjeus  fays  within  the  ardic  circle;  they  are  found  lower,  on  the 
coaft  of  Norway,  about  the  Orkney  ifles,  the  Hebrides,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  in 
the  bay  of  Batifliannon,  and  on  the  Welch  coafts  about  Anglefea.  They  appear  in  the 
firth  in  June  in  fmall  fhoals  of  feven  or  eight,  continue  there  till  the  end  of  July,  aqd 

'  4  then 
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.  fben  di&ppear.  They  are  moft:  inofTenfive  fUh  i  feed  either  on  exaaguious  marine  ani-, 
mals,  or  an  alga:,  nothing  being  ever  found  in  their  llomachs  except  fome  -diflblved 
greenifh  matter. 

I'hey  fwim  very  deliberately  with  their  two  dorfal  fins  above  water,  and  feem  qui. 
efcent  as  if  afleep.  They  are  very  tame  or  very  ftupid,  and  permit  the  near  approach 
of  man  :  will  fufier  .a  boat  to  follow  them  without  accelerating  their  motion,  till  it  comes 
atmoll  within  contaf):,  when  a  harpooner  ftrikes  his  weapon  into  the  filh  as  near  the 
gills  as  poflihlej  but  they  are  often  fo  infenfible  as  not  to  move  until  the  miited  ftrength 
of  two  men  has  forced  in  the  harpoon  deeper :  as  foon  as  they  perceive  themfelve* 
wounded,  they  fling  tip  their  tail  and  plunge  headlong  to  the  bottom,  and  frequently 
coil  the  rope  round  them  in  their  agonies,  attempting  to  difengage  themfeives  from  the 
weapon  by  roUiDg  on  the  ground,  for  it  is  often  found  greatly  bent.  As  foon  as  they 
difcover  that  their  efforts  are  in  vain,  they  fwim  away  with  amazing  rapidity,  and  with 
fuch  violence  that  a  veffel  of  feventy  tons  has  been  towed  by  them  againfl:  a  frefli  gale  : 
they  fometimes  run  off  with  two  hundred  fathoms  of  line,  and  with  two  harpoons  in 
them  ;  and  will  find  employ  to  the  filhers  for  twelve  and  fometimes  twenty-four  hours 
before  they  are  fubdued.  When  killed  they  are  either  hauled  on  fliore,  or  if  at  a  dif- 
tance,  to  the  veffel's  fide.  The  liver  (the  only  ufeful  part)  is  taken  out  and  melted  into 
oil  in  veffels  provided  for  that  purpofe :  a  large  filh  will  yield  eight  barrels  of  oil,  and 
two  of  fediment,  and  prove  a  profitable  capture. 

Tlie  commillioners  of  forfeited  ellates  were  at  confiderable  expence  in  encouraging 
this  fpecies  of  filhery  ;  but  the  perfon  they  confided  in  mod  fliamefully  abufed  their 
goodnels ;  fo  at  prefent  it  is  only  attempted  by  private  adventurers. 

Return,  land  again  and  walk  through  a  pretty  wood  of  fmall  trees,  up  the  fide  of  a 
hill  that  bounds  the  weftem  fide  of  the  bay.  A  gigantic  frog  *,  of  the  fpecies  called 
by  Linnseus,  fiombina,  prefeiUed  itfelf  on  the  path.  In  the  courfe  of  our  ramble,  fait 
in  with  the  manfe,  or  minifter's  habitation ;  pafs  a  cheerful  evening  with  him,  and  meet 
with  a  hearty  welcome,  and  the  l^eft  fare  the  place  could  afford.  Return  to  our  fliip, 
which  had  anchored  in  the  bay. 

June  31.  Procure  horfes,  and  (accompanied  by  Mr.  Lindfay,  the  mimffer)  ride  up 
die  valley,  crofs  the  little  river  Ranza,  and  leave  that  and  a  corn.4nill  on  the  right. 
.  Afcend  the  fteep6  of  the  barren  moimtains,  with  precipices  often  on  the  one  fide  of  our 
path,  of  which  our  obdinate  deeds  preferred  the  very  margin.  See  to  the  weft  the 
great  crags  of  Grianan-Athol,  with  eagles  foaring  over  their  naked  fumn^its.  Pafs 
through  woods  of  birch,  fmall,  weather-beaten,  and  blafted :  defcend  by  Mac  ^-lane's 
Cam,  crofs  the  water  of  Sannocks,  near  the  village  of  the  fame  name  :  fee  a  low  mo* 
numental  Hone  ;  keep  along  the  eallern  coaft )  hear  a  fermon  preached  beneath  a  tent 
formed  of  fails  on  the  beach  ;  the  congregation  numerous,  devout,  and  attentive,  feated 
along  the  fliore,  forming  a  groupe  pidurefque  and  edifying. 

Dine  at  the  Corry,afmall  houfe  belonging  to  a  gentleman  of  Ayrfliire,  who  vifits'this 
place  for  the  benefit  of  goats  whey. 

Much  barrennefs  in  (he  morning's, ride:, on  the  mountains  were  great  maffeso^.  moor- 
ftone  J  on  the  fhore,  mill-ftone  and  red  grit-ftone. 

The  ride  is  continued  along  the  coaft  beneath  low  cliffs,  whofe  fummits  w^'  ,-e  cloathed 
with  heath  that  hung  from  their  margms,  and  feemed  to  diftil  fliowers  r  ,f  cryftailine 
water  from  every  leaf,  the  effeft  of  the  various  fprings  above.     Meet  a  'dock  of  goats,  ■ 
ftipping  along  the  fliore,  attended  by  their  herdfman  ;  and  obferved  th  gni  coBeding  as 
they  went,  and  chewing  with  great  delight,  the  fea  plants.    Reach 
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Brodiecadle,  feated  on  an  eminence  amidft  flourifliing  plantations,  above  a  fmall  bay, 
open  to  the  ead.  This  place  has  not  at  prefent  much  the  appearance  of  a  fortr^fs, 
having  been  modernized  ;  is  inhabited  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  agent,  who  enter- 
tain'ed  me  with  the  utinoft  civility,  his  a  place  of  much  antiquity,  and  feemstohave 
been  the  fort  held  by  the  Englilh  under  Sir  John  Haftings  in  1 306,  when  it  was  fur- 
prifed  by  the  partizans  of  Robert  Bruce,  and  the  garrifon  put  to  the  fword.  It  was 
dehioliftied  in  r  456  by  the  Earl  of  Rofs,  in  the  reign  of  James  II. ;  is  (aid  to  have  been 
rebuilt  by  James  V.,  and  to  have  been  garrifoned  m  the  time  of  Cromwell's  ufurpatioo. 
Few  are  the  records  prcferved  of  thefe  dillant  places,  therefore  very  wide  mud  be  their 
hiftoric  gaps. 

Arran,  or  properly  Arr-inn,  or  the  ifland  of  mountains,  feems  not  to  have  been  no- 
ticed  by  the  ancients,  notwithllanding  it  mud  have  been  known  to  the  Romans,  whofe 
navy,  from  the  time  of  Agricola,  had  its  ftation  in  the  Glota  ^fluarium,  or  the  firth  of 
Clyde:  Camden  indeed  makes  this  ifland  the  Glota  of  Antonine,but  no  fuch  name  occurs 
in  his  itinerary ;  it  therefore  was  beftowed  on  Arran  by  fome  of  his  commentators. 

By  the  immenfe  cairns,  the  vaft  monumental  ftones,  and  many  reliques  of  druidifm, 
this  iltand  mud  have  been  confiderable  in  very  ancient  times.  Here  are  (UIl  traditions 
of  the  hero  Fingal,  or  Fin-mac-coul,  who  is  fuppofed  here  to  have  enjoyed  the  pleafures 
of  the  chace ;  and  many  places  retain  his  name  :  but  I  can  difcover  nothing  but  oral 
hiftory  that  relates  to  the  ifland,  till  the  time  of  Magnus  the  Barefooted,  the  Norwegian 
viftor,  who  probably  included  Arran  in  his  conqueus  of  Cantyre  '.  If  he  did  not  con- 
querthat  ifland,  it  was  certainly  included  among  thoTe  that  Donald-bane  was  to  cede  ; 
for  it. appears  that  Achof,  one  of  the  fucceffors  of  Magnus,  in  1263,  laid  claim  to 
Arran,Bute,  and  theCumrays,  inconfequenceof  thatpromife:  the  two  firft  he  fubdued, 
but  the  defeat  he  met  with  at  Largs  foon  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  conquefts^ 

Arran  was  the  property  of  the  crown  :  Robert  Bruce  retired  here  during  his  dif- 
trefles,  and  met  with  prote^on  from  his  faithful  vafTals :  numbers  of  them  followed 
bis  fortunes;  and  after  the  battle  of  Bannockboum  he  rewarded  feveral,  fuch  as  the 
Mac-cooks,  Mac-kinnons,  Mac-biides,  and  Mac-louis,  or  Fullertons,  with  ditf^renc 
charters  of  lands  in  their  native  country.  All  thefe  are  now  aUbrbed  by  this  great 
family,  except  the  FuUertons  and  a  Stuart,  defcended  from  a  fon  of  Robert  III.,  who 
gave  him  a  fettlement  here.  In  the  time  of  the  Dean  of  the  ifles^  his  defcendant  pnf- 
fefTed  caftle  Douan ;  and  "*  he  and  hU  bluid,"  fays  the  dean,  *'  are  the  bed  men  in  that 
countrey." 

The  manner  in  which  Robert  Bruce  difcovered  his  arrival  to  his  Mends,  is  fa  de- 
fcriptive'  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  times,  that  it  merits  notice,  in  the  very  words  of  the 
faithful  oKl  poet,  hiftorian  of  that  great  prince  : 

The  King  then  blew  Iiia  horn  in  by, 
.  And  gan  hi«  men  that  were  him  by, 

Hold  them  mil  in  Pr.Th..; : 
"    And  fyn  again  his  horn  blew  he: 
James  of  Dowglai  heard  him  blow. 
And  well  the  blalt  hoa  can  he  know : 
And  faid  (ureltc  yon  is  ihc  Kin^, 
,  I  ken  him  well  by  hh  blowing  : 

The  third  time  therewith  als  he  blew,  ^  ■ 

And  then  Sir  Robert  Boyde.him  knew. 

And  faid,  yon  is  the  King  bnt  dreed, 

Go  we  will  funh  tu  hiin  good  fpeed.  fiAaaouR. 

*  Torfacui,  71.  f  fiucbaDan,  lib.iii.  c.  6a. 
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.  About  the  year  1334  this  ifland  appears  to  have  formed  part  of  the  eftate  of  Robert 
Stuart,  great  fleward  of  Scotland,  afterwards  Robert  il.    At  that  time*  the  inhabitants 
took  arms  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  their  mafter,  who  afterwards,  in  reward,  not  only 
granted  at  th«r  requ^  an  immunity  from  their  annual  tribute  of  corn,  but  added  fe-  » 
,  veral  new  privileges,  and  a  donative  to  all-the  inhabitants  that  were  prefent. 

In  1456  the  whole  ifland  was  ravaged  by  Donald  Earl  of  Rofs,  and  lord  of  the  iflea. 
At  that  period  it  was  (till  the  property  of  James  11. ;  but  in  the  reign  of  his  fucceflbr, 
James  III.,  when  that  monarch  matched  his  fider  to  Thomas  Lord  Boyde,  he  created 
him  Earl  of  Arran,  and  gave  him  the  ifland  as  a  portion :  foon  after,  on  the  difgrace  of 
that  family,  he  caufed  the  countefs  to  be  divorced  from  her  unfortunate  hufband  ;  and 
bellowed  both  the  lady  and  ifland  on  Sir  James  Hamilton,  in  whofe  family  it  continues 
to  this  time,  a  very  few  farms  excepted. 

Arran  is  of  great  extent,  being  twenty-three-  miles  from  Sgreadan  point  north  to 
Beinnean  fouth  ;  and  the  numbers  of  inhabitants  are  about  feven  thoufand,  who  chiefly 
inhabit  the  coafts ;  the  far  greater  part  of  the  country  bebg  uninhabitable  by  reafon 
of  the  vafl  and  barren  mountains.  Here  are  only  two  parifhes,  Kilbride  and  Kilmore, 
with  a  fort  of  chapel  of  eafe  to  each,  founded  in  the  lad.  century,  in  the  golden  age  of 
this  ifland,  when  it  was  blefl:  with  Anne  Duchefs  of  Hamilton,  whofe  amiable  difpomion 
and  humane  attention  to  the  welfare  of  Arran,  render  at  this  diftant  time  her  memory 
dear  to  every  inhabitant.  Bleflfed  pre-etninence !  when  power  and  inclination  to  diffuf« 
happioefs  concur  in  perfons  of  rank. 

'i'he  principal  mountains  of  Arran  are,  Goat-field,  or  Gaoihbheinn,  or  the  mountain 
of  the  winds,  of  a  height  equal  to  mod  of  the  Scottifti  Alps,  compofed  of  immenfe  piles 
of  moor'fl:one,  in  form  of  woolpacks,  cloathed  only  with  lichens  and  moQes,  inhabited 
by  eagleyand  ptarmigans.  Beinn-bbarrain,  or  the  fliarp-poinled  ;  Ceum-na-caillich, 
the  fiep  of  the  carline  or  old  hag ;  and  Grianan-Athol,  that  yiekls  to  none  in  rug- 
gednefst 

The  lakes  are  Loch-jorfa,  where  falmon  come  to  fpawn;  Loch-tana ;- Loch-na-k- 
jura,  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill ;  Loch-mhachrai,  and  Loch-knoc-a-charbeil,  full  of  large 
eels.  The  chief  rivers  are,  Abhan-mhor,  Moina-mhor,  Slaodrai-machrai,  and  Jorfaj 
the  two  lad  remarkable  for  the  abundance  of  falmon. 

The  quadrupeds  are  very  few :  only  otters,  wild  cats,  flirew  mice,  rabbits,  and  bats : 
ibe  flags  which  ufed  to  abound  are  now  reduced  to  about  a  dozen.  The  birds  ace 
eagles,  hooded  crows,  wild  pigeons,  (lares,  black  game,  grous,  ptarmigans,  daws,  grem 
plovers,  and  curlews.  Mr.  Stuart,  in  afcending  Goat-field,  found  the  fecondary  fea- 
ther of  an  eagle,  white  with  a  brown  fpot  at  the  bafe,  which  feemed  to  belong  to  fome 
jmknown  fpedes.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  partridge  at  prefent  inhabits  this  ifland^ 
a  proof  of  the  advancement  of  agriculture. 

The  cKmate  is  very  fevere :  for  befides  the  violence  of  winds,  the  cold  is  very  rigo- 
rous ;  and  fnow  lay  here  in  the  vallies  for  thirteen  weeks  of  the  iaft  winter.  In  fummer 
the  air  is  remarkably  falubrious,  and  many  invalids  refbrt  here  on  that  account,  and  to 
Jrink  the.  whey  of  goats  milk.  > 

The  principal  difeafe  here  is  the  pleunfy  :  fmat!-po::,  meafles,  and  chin-coiigh  viCt  the 
■ifland  once  in  feven  or  aght  years.  The  pra£Kce  of  bleeding  twice  every  year  feems  to 
-ha\'e.been  intended  as  a  preventative  againit  the  pleurify ;  but  it  is  now  performed  with 
■The  utmod  regularity  at  fpring  and  faU.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  keeps  a  furgeon  in 
pay,  who  at  tk>£e  feafons  makes  a  tour  of  the  ifland.     On  notice  of  his  approach,  tbe 
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Inhabitants  of  each  farm  aflemtle  in  the  open  air,  extend  tht-ir  arms,  and  are  bled  into 
a  hole  made  in  the  ground,  the  common  receptacle  of  the  vital  Huid. 

In  bunung  fevers  a  tea  of  wood  forrel  is  ufed  with  fuccefs,  to  a'lay  the  heat. 
Ati  infufion  of  rimfons,  or  allium  urfmum  in  brandy,  is  efleemeil  here  a  good  remedy 
for  the  gravel. 

The  men  are  flrong,  tall  and  well  made ;  all  fpeak  the  Erfe  language,  but  the  ancient 
habit  U'  entirely  laid  afide.  Their  diet  is  rhiefly  potatoes  and  meal ;  and  during  winter 
fome  dried  iimltim  or  goat  is  added  to  tiieir  hard  fare.  A  deep  dejedion  appears  in 
general  through  the  countenances  of  all :  no  time  can  he  Tpared  for  amuCement  of  any 
kind  5  the  whole  being  given  for  procuring  the  means  of  paying  their  rent,  of  laying  in 
their  fuel,  or  getting  a  fcanty  pittance  of  meat  and  cloathing. 

The  leafes  of  farms  are  nmeteen  years.  The  fucceeding  tenants  generally  find  the 
ground  little  better  than  a  caput  mortuum  ;  and  for  this  re^on,  fliould  they  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  leafe  leave  the  lands  in  a  good  ftate,  fome  avaricious  neighbours  would 
hare  the  preference  in  the  next  fetting,  by  offering  a  price'  more  than  the  perfon  who 
bad  expended  part  of  his  fubftance  in  enriching  (he  farm  could  poflibly  do.  This  in* 
duces  them  to  leave  it  in  the  original  (late. 

The  method  of  letting  a  farm  is  very  lingular :  each  is  commonly  poflefled  by  a 
number  of  fmal!  tenants  ;  thus  a  farm  of  forty  pounds  a  year  is  occupied  by  eighteen 
different  people,  who  by  their  leafes  are  bound,  conjun^Iy  and  feverally,  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  rent  to  the  proprietor.  Thefe  live  in  the  farm  in  houfes  clu(tered  together, 
fo  that  each  farm  appears  like  a  little  village.  The  tenants  annually  di\ide  the  arable 
land  by  lot  \  ea^h  has  his  ridge  of  land,  to  which  he  puts  his  mark,  fuch  as  he  would 
do  to  any  writing ;  and  this  fpecies  of  farm  is  called  run-rig,  t.  e.  rid^e.  Hiey  join  in 
ploughing :  every  one  keeps  a  horfe  or  more ;  and  the  number  of  thofe  animais  con- 
fume  fo  much  corn  as  often  to  occafion  a  fcarcity  ;  the  com  and  peas  raifed  bewg  (much 
of  it]  defigned  for  their  fubfiflence,  and  that  of  the  cattle,  during  the  long  winter.  The 
pafture  and  moor-land  annexed  to  the  farm  is  common  to  all  the  poffeflbrs. 

All  the  farms  are.  open.  Inclofures  of  any  form,  except  in  two  or  three  places,  are 
auite  unknown :  fo  that  there  muft  be  a  great  lofs  of  time  in  preferving  their  corn,  &c< 
from  trefpafs.     The  ufual  manure  is  fea  plants,  coral,  and  fliells. 

The  run-rig  &rms  are  now  difcouraged  ;  but  fince  the  tenements  are  fet  by  roup,  or 
aaflion,  and  advanced  by  an  unnatural  force  to  above  double  the  old  rent,  without  any 
allowance  for  indofing ;  any  example  fet  in  agricuhure ;  any  fecurity  of  tenure,  by 
lengthening  the  leafes,  affairs  will  turn  retrograde,  and  the  farms  relapfe  into  their  old 
ftate  of  rudenefs ;  migration  will  increafe  (for  it  has  begun),  and  the  rents  be  reduced 
«ven  below  thdr  former  value :  the  late  rents  were  fcarce  twelve  hundred  a  year ;  the 
expe£ted  rents  three  thoufand. 

The  produce  of  the  ifland  is  oals,  of  which  about  five  thoufand  bolls,  each  equal  to 
nine  Wmchefter  bufliels,  are  fown :  five  hundred  of  beans,  a  few  peas,  and  above  a 
thoufand  bolls  of  potatoes,  are  annually  fet ;  notwilhUanding  this,  five  hundred  bolls  of 
oat-meal  are  annually  imported  to  fubfifl  the  natives. 

The  live  (lock  of  the  ifland  133183  milch  cowsj  2000  cattle,  from  one  to  three  years 
old  ;  1058  horfes ;  1500  (heep  ;  and  500  goats  ;  many  of  the  two  lad  are  killed  at 
Michaelmas,  and  dried  for  winter  provifion,  or  fold  at  Greenock.  The  cattle  are  fold 
from  forty  to  fifty  (hillings  per  head,  which  brings  into  the  ifland  about  i2ool.  per  annum: 
I  think  that  the  lale  of  horfes  alfo  brings  in  about  300I.  Hogs  were  introduced  here 
only  two  years  ago.  The  herring-filhery  round  the  ifland  brings  in  300I.  \  the  fale  of 
faerring-oets  1901. ;  and  that  of  thread  about  300I.,  for  a  good  deal  of  flax  is  fowa 
8  here. 
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ftere.    Thefe  are  the  exports  of  the  ifland ;  but  the  money  that  goes  out  for  mere  ne- 
celTaries  is  a  melancholy,  drawback. 

1  he  women  manufafture  the  wool  for  the  cloathing  of  their  families ;  they  fet  the 
potatoes,  and  drefs  juid  fpin  the  flax  :  they  make  butter  for  e.xftortation,  and  cheefe  for 
their  own  ufe. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  are  fober,  religious,  and  induftrious :  great  part  of  the 
fummer  is  employed  in  getting  peat  for  fuel,  the  only  kind  in  ufe  here  ;  or  in  building 
or  repairing  thar  houfes,  for  chebadnefs  of  the  materials  requires  annual  repairs  :  be- 
fore and  after  harveft  they  are  bufied  in  the  herring>fi(hery ;  and  during  winter  the  men 
make  their  herring-nets ;  while  the  vomen  are  employed  in  fpinning  their  linen  and 
woollen  yam.  The  light  they  often  ufe  is  that  rf  lamps.  From  the  beginning  of- 
February  to  the  end  of  May,  if  the  weather  permits,  they  are  engaged  in  labouring  _ 
their  ground  :  in  autumn  they  bum  a  gmt  quantity  of  fern  to  make  kelp  :  fo  that, 
exciting  at  new-year's-day,  at  marriages,  or  at  the  two  or  three  fairs  in  the  ifland, . 
they  have  no  leifure  for^ny  amufements;.  no' wonder  is  there  then  at  their  depreflion 
of  fpiriis. 

This  forms  part  of  the  county  of  Bute,  and  is  fubje^  to  the  fame  Ibrtof  government : 
but  befides,  jultice  is  adminiftered  at  the  baron's  baily-court,.who  has  power  to  fine  as 
-  high  as  twenty  fliiUings ;  can  decide  in  matters  of  property,  not  exceeding  forty  Qiil- 
lings ;  can  imprifon  for  a  month  :  and  put  delinquents  into  the  Hocks  for  three  hours, 
but  that  only  during  day  time. 

June  22.  Take  a  ride  into  the  country :  defcend  into  the  valtey  at  the  head  of  the 
bay ;  fertile  in  barley,  oats,  and  peas.  See  two  great  ftones,  in  form  of-  columns,  feC 
ered,  but  quite  rude ;  thefe  are  common  to  many  nations;  are  frequent  in ■  North 
Wales,  where  they  are  called  Main-hirion,  i.  e.  tali  ftones,  Meini-gwir,  or  men  pillars, 
and  Lleche :  are  frequent  in  Cornwall,  and  are  alfo  found  in  other  parts  of  ourifland  : 
their  ufe  is  of  great  antiquity;  are  mentioned,  in  the  Mofaic  writings-  as  memorials  of 
the  dead,  as  monuments  of  friend  (hip,,  as  marits  to  diiiinguilh  places  of  worfliip,  or  of 
folemn  aiTembties  *.  The  northern  nations  ereCled  them  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
great  ad:ions,  fuch  as  remarkable  duels  ;  of  which  there  are  proofs  both  in  Denmark 
and  in  Scotland  ;:  and  the  number  of  ftones-  was  proportionable  to  the  number  of  great- 
men  who  fell  in  the  fight  t:-  but  they  were  befides  erefled  merely  asfepulchral  for  per- 
fons-ofrankj,  who  deferred  well  of  their  oountry. 

Not  for  from  hence  is  a  ftone,  the  moft  fmgular  that  I  ever  remember  to  have  feen, 
and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  ever  fell  within  my  obfervation:  this  lies  on  the  ground,. 
is  twelve  feet  long,  two  broad,  one  thick  ;  has  at  one  end  the  rude  attentpt  to  carve  a 
head  and  flioulder?,  and  was  certainly  the  firft  deviation  from  the  former  fpecies  of 
monument;  the  firft  eflay  to  give  to  ftone  a  refemblance  to  the  human  body.  All' 
that  the  natives  fay  of  this,  that  it  was  placed  over  a  giant^  and  is  called  Mac  Bhrotchin's 
ftone. 

Afcend  a  fteep  hill,  with  vaft  gullies  on  the  fide;  and, .on  defcending,  arrive  iiin 
plain  inhabited  by  curlews,  reforting  there  to  breed,  and  which  flew  round  our  heads 
Uke  lapwings.  At  a  place  called  Moni-quil  is  a  fnull  circle  of  fmall  ftones,  placed  clofe 
to  each  other :  whether-  a  little  druidical  place  of  worJhip,  or  of  alTembly ;  or  whether. 

•  Jr^fhoa,  KxiT.  76. 

f  Wonoii  Monum.  Da».  fa,  tij.     Bocthiiu,  Scot.  FiiTc.  <t  Jtcccntn  Morti,  10. 

J  Hift.  Scot.  10. 
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a  family  place  of  fepulture,  as  is  ufual  •  with  the  northern  nations,  is  not  eafy  to  de- 
termine.   If  an  urn  is  found  in  the  centre  of  this  coronet,  as  is  not  uncommon,  the  ~ 
doubt  vnll  ceafe. 

Pafs  by  the  river  Machrai,  flowing  through  a  rocky  channel,  which,  in  one  part  has 
from  through  a  rock,  and  left  fo  conlrafted  a, gap  at  the  top  as  to  form  a  very  eafy 
ftep  a-crofs.  Yet  not  long  ago  a  poor  woman  in  the  attempt,  after  getting  one  foot 
over,  was  flruck  with  fuch  horror  at  the  tremendous  torrent  beneath,  that  flie  remained 
for  fome  hours  in  that  attit^ude,  not  daring  to  bring  her  other  foot  over,  till  fome  kind 
paffenger  luckily  cameby,  and  aflifted  her  out  of  her  diftrefs. 

Arrive  at  Tormore,  an  extenfive  plain  of  good  ground,  but  quite  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture :  feems  formerly  to  have  been  cultivated,  for  there  appear  feveral  veftiges  of  dikes, 
which  might  have  lerved  as  boundaries.  There  is  a  tradition  that  in  old  times  the 
'fliores  were  covered  with  woods  ;  and  this  was  the  habitable  part. 

The  want  of  trees  in  the  internal  part  at  prefent,  and  the  kindly  manner  in  which 
they  grow  about  Brodie,  favour  this  opinion. 

Oh  this  plain  arc  the  remains  of  four  circles,  in  a  line,  extending  N.  E.  by  S.  W. ; 
very  few  ftones  are  ftanding  to  perfeft  the  inclofure,  but  thofe  are  of  a  great  fize  ;  and 
ftand  remote  from  each  other.  One  is  fifteen  feet  high  and  eleven  in  circumference. 
On  the  outfide  of  thefe  circles  are  two  others :  one  differs  from  all  I  have  feen,  con- 
fining of  a  double  circle  of  ftones  and  a  mound  within  the  leffer.  Near  thefe  are  the 
reliques  of  a  ftone  cheft,  formed  of  five  flat  ftones,  the  length  of  two  yards  in 
the  iofide :  the  lid  or  top  is  loft.  In  the  middle  of  thefe  repofitories  was  placed  the 
urn  tilled  with  the  afties  of  the  dead  to  prevent  its  being  broken  ;  or  to  keep  the  eailh 
from  mixing  with  the  burnt  remains.  In  all  probabllicy  there  had  been  a  cairn  or  heap 
of  ftones  above. 

By  the  number  of  the  circles;  and  by  their  fequeftred  fttuation,  this  feems  to  have 
been  facred  ground.  Thefe  circles  were  formed  for  religious  purpofes  :  Boethius  re* 
lates,  that  Mainus,  fon  of  Fergus  I.  a  reftorer  and  cultivator  of  religion  after  the 
Egyptian  manner  (as  he  calls  it)  inftiiuted  feveral  new  and  folemn  ceremonies:  and 
caufed  great  ftones  to  be  placed  in  form  of  a  circle  ;  the  largeft  was  fituated  towards  the 
fouth,  and  ferved  as  an  altar  for  thefacriftces  to  the  immortal  gods  f-  Boethius  is  right 
in  part  of  his  account :  but  the  objeft  of  the  worlbip  was  the"  fun^,  and  what  con- 
firrris  this,  is  the  fituation  of  the  altar  pointed  towards  that  luminary  in  his  meridian- 
glory.  Jin  this  place  the  altar  and  many  of  the  ftones  are -loft  4  probably  c^ed  to 
build  houfes  and  dikes  not  very  remote  n-om  the  place. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  farther  is  a  i:aim  of  a  moft  ftupendous  fize,  formed  of  great 
pebbles  :  which  are  preferve'd  from  being  fcattered  about  by  a  circle  of  large  ftones, 
.that  furround  the  whole  bafe^  a  .drcumftance  foraetimes  ufual  in  tiiefe  monumental 
heaps  §. 

JDefcend  through  a  narrow  cleft  of  a  rock  to  a  part  of  the  weftern  fhore  called 
Iteum-an-d^n,  or  Ae  ridge  of  the  fort,  from  a  round  tower  JChat  ftands  above.  The 
beach  is  bounded  by  cliffs  of  whitifh  grit  ftone,  hollowed  beneitii  into  vaft  caves.  The 
jnoft  remarkable.are  thofe  of  Fin-mac-cuil,  or  Fingal,  the  fon  of  Cumhsl,  the  father  of 

'*  Olaut  Magna*,  LV  i.e.  i6-  Vanous  circles  of  thli  nature  arc  engraven  in  Dahlberg's  Suecia  Hodicrna 
ct  Antique,  tab.  lo^.  Other  very  curious  aotiquitics  rimilar  to  ihefe,  are  preferred  in  .tab.  :6o,  ztii.  315. 
3Ji,and«i. 

f  Bo^'Uiiui,  lib.  1 1;  p.  1;.  X  Dodor  Macpherfoo,  p.  3 1^,  and  Mr.  Marphcrfoo,  p.  i(tz. 

>t  Boriife  Antiq.  Cornwul,  Ub.  3,m.  6g.  4. 
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Offian,  who,  tradition  fays,  refided  in  this  illapd  for  the  fake  of  hunting.  One  of 
thefe  caverns  is  3  hundred  and  twelve  feet  long,  and  thirty  high,  narrowing  to  the  (op  , 
like  a  Gothic  arch;  towards  the  end  it  branches  into  two:  wi.hin  thefe  two  recelTes, 
which  penetrate  far,  are  on  each  fide  feveral  fmall  holes,  oppofi'te  to  each  other :  in 
thefe  were  placed  tranverfe  beams,  that  held  the  pots  in  which  the  heroes  feethed  their 
veiiifon;  or  probably,  according  to  the  mode  of  the  times,  the  bags*form=d  of  thefkins 
of  animals  flain  in  the  chace,  which  were  filled  with  fle(b,  and  ferved  as  kettles  fufB-  - 
ciently  (trong  to  warm  the  contents;  for  the  heroes  of , old  devoured  their  meat  half 
raw  t,  hoMing,  that  the  juices  contained  the  bed  nourifhment. 

On  the  front  of  the  divifion  between  thefe  recefles,  and  on  one  fide,  are  various  very 
rude  figures,  cut  on  the  ftone,  of  men,  of  animals,  and  of  a  clymore  or  two-handed' 
fword  :  but  whetherthefe  were  the  amufements  of  the  Fingallian  age,  or  of  after-times*, 
is  not  eafy  to  be  afcertained  ;  for  caves  were  the  retreats  of  pirates  as  well  as  heroes. 
Here  are  feveral  other  hollows  adjacent,  which  are  fhewn  as  the  ftable,  cellars  and' 
dog-kennel  of  the  great  Mac-cuil :  one  cave,  which  is  not  honoured  with  a  name,  is 
remarkably  fine,  of  great  extent,  covered  with  a  beautiful  flat  roof,  and  very  well 
lighted  by  ti^o  augud  arches  at  each  end  :  through  one  is  a  fine  perfpefHve  of  the  pro- 
montory Cam-boan,  or  the  white  heap  of  ftones  whofe  fide  exhibits  a  long  range  oP^ 
columnar  rocks  (not  bafallic)  of  hard  grey  whin  ftone,  refting  on  a  horizontal  ftra- 
tum  of  red  (lone  i  at  the  extremity  one  of  the  columns  is  infulated,  and  forms  a  fine* 
obelifk.  . 

After  riding  fome  lime  along  the  fliore,  afcciid  the  promontory  :  on  the  fummit  is  an; 
ancient  retreat,  fecured  on  the  land  fide  by  a  great  dike  of  loofe  ftones,  that  inclofes  the 
acceflible  part ;  within  is  a  fingle  ftone,  fet  cre£t ;  perhaps  to  mark  the  fpot  where  the 
chieftain  held  his  council,  or  from  whence  he  delivered  his  orders. 

From  this  ftotie  is  a  fine  view  of  Cantyre,  the  weftera  fide  of  Arran,  being  feparated- 
from  it  by  a  ftrait  about  eight  miles  wide. 

Leave  the  hills,  and  fee  at  Feorling  another  ftupendous  cairn,  a  hundred  and  four- 
teen feet  over,  and  of  a  vaft  height ;  and  from  two  of  the  oppofite  fides  are  two  vaft 
ridges  ;  the  whole  formed  of  rounded  ftones,  or  pebbles,  brought  from  -the  fliores.- 
Thefe  immenfe  accumulations  of  ftones  are  the  fepulchral  protedtions  of  the  heroes 
among  the  ancient  natives  of  our  iflands :  the  ftone-cheft,  the  repofitory  of  the  urns  and' 
aihes,  are  lodged  in  the  earth  beneath  ;  fometimes  one,  fometimes  more,  are  found  thus 
depofited  }  and  1  have  one  ioftance  of  as  many  as  feventeen  of  thefe  ftone  chefts  being  dis- 
covered under  the  fame  cairn.  The  learned  have  affigned  other  caufes  for  thefe  heaps 
of  ftones ;  have  fuppofed  them  to  have  been,  in  times  of  inaugurationj  the  places 
where  the  chieftian-eleft  ftood  to  ftiew  himfelf  to  the  beft  advantange  to  the  people  i  or 
the  place  from  whence  judgment  was  pronounced  ;  or  to  have  been  ereiied  on  the 
road  fide  in  honour  of  IVIercury  ;  or  to  have  been  formed  in  memory  of  fome  folemn 
compadt  J.  Thefe  might  have  been  the  reafons,  in  fome  inftances,  where  the  evidences 
of  (tone  chefts  and  urns  are  wanting  ;  but  ihofe  generally  are  found  to  overthrow  M 
other  fyftems. 

Theie  piles  may  be  juftly  fuppofed  to  have  been  propordoned  in  fize  to  the  rank  of. 
the  perfon,  or  to  his  popularity  :  the  people  of  a  whole  diftri^  aftembled  to  fhew  their 
refpeft  to  the  deceafed,  and,  by  an  a£tive  honouring  of  his  memory,  foon  accumulated 
heaps  equal' to  thofe  that  aftonifh  us  at  this  time.;  But  thefe  honours  were  not  merely 
thofeof  the  day ;  as  long  as  the  memory  of  the  deceafed  exifted,  not  a  paflenger  wpnt 

*  Major,  lib.  V.  p.  315.  f  So«thiu«  Morel  Scot.  1 1  • 
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by  without  adding  a  ftone  to  the  heap :  they  fuppofed  it  would  be  an  honour  to  the 
dead,  and  acceptable  to  his  manes. 

Quanqiiai)  fcIli'nH,  non  ell  mora  loTiga.:  licebit 
In}cfto  ter  pulverc,  curras. 

To  this  moment  there  is  a  proverbial  expreffion  among  the  Highlanders  allufive  to' 
the  old  pradice:  a  fuppliant  will  tell  his  patron,  "  Curri  mi  clorh  er  do  chame*,"  [ 
.  will  add  a  ftone  to  your  cairn,  meaning,  when  you  are  no  more  I  will  do  all  poflible 
luDnour  to  your  memory. 

There  was  another  fpecies  of  honour  paid  to  the  chieftains,  that  [  believe  is  flill  re- 
tained in  this  ifland,  but  the  reafonisquite  loH  :  that  of  fwearing  by  his  name,  and  pay- 
ing as  great  a  refpeft  to  that  as  to  the  moft  facrcd  oath  f :  a  familiar  one  In  Arran  is, 
by  Nail :  it  is  at  prefent  unintelligible,  yet  is  fufpe^ted  to  have  been  the  name  of  fome 
■  ancient  hero. 

Thefe  cairns  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  our  iflands,  in  Cornwall,  Wales,  and  all 
parts  of  North  Britain;  they  >.  ere  in  ufe  among  the  northern  nations  ;  Dahlberg,  iu 
his  323d  plate  has  Riven  the  figure  of  one.  In  Wales  they  are  called  Carneddau  ;  but 
the  proverb  taken  from  them,  with  os,  is  not  of  the  complimental  kind  :  "  Kam  ar  dy 
ben,"  or,  a  cairn  on  your  head  is  a  token  of  imprecation. 

Dine  at  Skeddag,  a  fmall  hamlet :  after  dinner,  on  the  road  fide,  fee,  in  Shilkin  or 
Seafgain  churchyard,  a  tomb  ftone  called  that  of  St.  Maol  Jos,  that  is,  the  fervant  of 
Jesus.  The  faint  is  reprefented  ia  the  habit  of  a  pried,  with  a  chalice  in  his  hands, 
and  acrofierby  him  :  (he  ftone  was  broken  about  half  year  ago  by  fome  iacrilegious 
fellow,  in  fearch  of  treafure  ;  but  an  iflander,  who  ftood  by,  affured  me,  that  the  at- 
tempt  did  not  go  unpunilhcd,  for  Toon  after  the  audacious  wretch  was  vilited  with  a 
broken  leg. 

St.  Maol-Jos  was  a  companion  of  St.  Columba :  the  laft  chofe  Jona  for  the  place  of 
his  refidcnce ;  this  faint  Bxed  on  the  little  iftand  of  Lamlaih,  and  officiated  by  turns  at 
Shilkin,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  a  hundred,  and  wafi  there  interred. 

In  this  evening's  ride  pals  by  fome  -^rms,  the  only  cultivated  tn€t  in  the  internal 
parts  of  the  country  :  faw  one  of  forty  pounds  a  year,  which  had  Jixty  acres  of  arable 
hnd  annexed  to  it.  Am  imformed  that  the  general  fize  or  value  of  farms  was  eight  or 
nine  pounds  a  year. 

Return  to  Brodie  callle. 

June  23.  Take  a  ride  to  vifit  other  parts  of  the  ifland :  .go  through  the  TiUagt 
of  Brodie,  at  a  fmall  diltance  beneath  the  caftle.  Vilit  Glencloy,  a  pbin,  on  which  are 
five  earthen  tumuli,  or  barrows,  placed  in  a  row,  u-ith  another  on  the  outfide  of  them  : 
on  the  top  of  one  is  a  depreftion,  or  hollow  ;  on  that  of  another  is  a  circle  of  ftonee, 
whofe  ends  juft  appear  above  the  earth.  Thefe  are  probably  the  memorial  of  fome 
battle :  the  common  men  were  placed  beneath  the  plain  barrows ;  the  leaders  under 
thofe  diftinguiflied  by  the  ftones. 

Pafs  by  the  ruins  of  Kirk-michel  chapel :  vifit  Mr.  Fullertoo,  defcended  from  the 
Mac-Louis,  originally  a  French  family,  but  fettled  in  this  ifland  near  feven  hundred 
years.  He  is  one  of^the  lefler  proprietors  of  this  ifland  :  his  farm  is  neat,  well  culti* 
vated,  and  jnclofed  with  very  thriving  hedges.  Robert  Bruce,  out  of  gratitude  for 
the  proteflion  he  received  from  this  gentleman's  anceftor,  Fergus  FuDorton,  gave 
him  a  charter  dated  at  Arnele,  Nov.  26,  m  the  ad  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  lands  of 
Kiltmichel  and  Ary whonyne,  of  Straith-oughlian,  which  are  ftil)  in  the  family. 
•  Do&or  Macpberfon,  519.  f  fioctfaiai,  lib.  i.'p.  4.  - 
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Anaie  farther  is  a  retreat  of  the  andeat  inhabiunt*,  called  Torr-an-fcbiaa  caftle, 
furrounded  with  a  great  ftone  dike..  Here  Robert  Bruce  flieltered  himfelf  for  Cwne 
time,  under  the  proteftion  of  Mac-Louis. 

Two  miles  farther  eaU,  near  the  top  of  a  greathill  Dunfuin,  on  the  brow,  is  a  great 
ftratum  of  moft  fingular  ftone,  of  a  dull  black-green  caft,  fmooth  gloffy  furface,  fliat- 
tery  in  its  compofinon,  femi-tranfparent,  in  fmall  pieces,  and  of  a  moft  vitreous  appear- 
ance :  it  fometimes  breaks  into  forms  rather  regular,  and  like  thofe  of  th^  fpecies  called 
Iceland  cryllal ;  but  cannot  be  reduced  to  that  cl^s,  as  it  ilrikes  fire  with  ftecl,  and  re- 
fufes  to  ferment  with  acids.  Some  pieces,  more  mature,  break  like  gjafs ;  of  which  it 
,feems  an  imperfed  fpecies,  lels  pure  than  the  Iceland  agate  *,  and  like  that  to  have 
been  the  efied  of  a  volcano. 

The  other  foflil  productions  of  this  iOand,  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  were. 

An  iron  ore.  Bolus  martialis,  Cronfted,  fee.  87,  307. 

A  moft  ponderous  white  fpar,  in  ail  probability  containing  lead,  found  near  Sannox. 

The  (lone  called  Breccia  quartzofa,  Cronfted,  fe£t.  275. 

Schiftus  ardelia  of  I Jnnzus,  p.  38.  No.  5,    A  fine  fmooth  black  kind  of  flate. 

Granites  durus  Ktifeus  of  Cronfted,  fed.  270,  No.  36.  like  »ur  Comifli  moor- 
ftone,  but  the  particles  finer. 

Very  fine  and  large  black  cryftals,  that  would  be  ufefiil  to  feal-cutters  and  lapidaries. 

Great  variety  of  beautiful  Sardooyxes :  and  other  beautiful  ftones  intUfcriminateljr 
called  Scotch  pebbles. 

A  coal-mine  has  formerly  been  wotted  near  the  Cock  of  Arran,  at  the  N.  end  of  fhe 
iHand.  The  coal  had  all  the  ^alities  of  that  of  Kilkenny,  and  might  prove  of  the  ut*, 
moft  beneBt  to  this  country,  was  the  work  purfued  ;  not  only  as  )t  might  prove  the 
means  of  reftoring  the  lalt-pans,  which  formerly  flourilhed  here,  but  be  of  the  utmolt 
beneBt  to  agriculture,  in  burning  the  Ume-ftooe  which  abounds  in  many  parts. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  ride,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill  of  Dunfuin,  faang  the  bay  of 
Lamlafb,  faw,  on  the  road  fide  a  cairn,  of  a  different  kind  to  what  I  had  leen  before : 
it  was  large,  of  an  .oblong  fonh,  and  compofed  like  the  others  of  round  ftones :  but 
along  the  top  was  a  feries  of  cells,  fome  entire,  but  many  fallen  in :  each  was  covered 
with  a  Bngle  flat  ftone  of  a  great  fize,  refting  on  others  upright,  that  ferved  as  fupports  ; 
but  I  could  not  count  them  by  reafon  of  the  lapfe  of  the  lefifcr  ftones.  IDoAor  Borlalb 
fays,  that  in  Cornwall  the  number  of  uprignt  ftones  are  three  i  but  in  Wales  they 
fometimes  exceed  that  number. 

Tbefe  cells  are  called  in  Wales,  Cromleh  and  Ceft-va  en  or  ftone  chefts':  are  fpoken 
of  largely  by  Mr.  Rowland  t*  and  by  Do^r  Borlafe,  |,  and  by  Wormius^ ,  under 
the  name  of  Ara,  or  altar :  the  firft  is  divided  in  his  opinion,  for  he  partly  inclines  to 
the  notion  of  their  having  been  altars,  partly  to  their  having  been  iepulchres :  he  fup* 
roles  them  to  have  been  originally  tombs,  but  tliat  in  after-timek  liKrifices  were  per- 
Icumed  on  them  to  the  heroes  depojited  in  them  :  but  there  can  be  doubt  of  the  former. 
Mr.  Kejrfler  prefcrves  an  account  of  King  Harold  having  been  interred  beneath  a  tomb 
«f  this  und  in  Denmark :  but  Mr.  Wright  difcovered  in  Ireland  a  fkeletoB  depofited  be- 
neath one  of  thefe  Cromleh  Q.  The  great  fimilarity  of  the  monuments  throughout  the 
north,  evinces  the  famenefs  of  rel^ion  to  have  been  fpread  m  every  part,  perhaps  with 
bme  flight  deviations.  Many  of  thefe  monuments  are  both  Bridlli  am  Danifh ;  for  we 
fiwl  them  where  the  Danes  never  penetrated.    It  muft  not  be  forgottea,  that  atone  end 

•  Pmneivitrcus,  Lin.  fyft.  HI.  181.  t  48-  t  "it  &C' 
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of  the  caim  in  queftion  are  fevcral  great  flones,  fome  extending  beyond  the  caini  {  and 
on  one  fide  is  a  targe  erefl  Hone,  perhaps  an  obje£t  of  worfliip. 

Return  near  the  Ihore  at  the  head  of  Brodic  bay,  and  fee  a  vaft  ftratum  of  coral  and 
(hells,  the  gift  'of  the  fea  fome  ages  ago,  fome  part  being  covered  with  peat. 

June  24-  In  the  afternoon  leave  Brodic  caftle,  crofa  a  hill,  defcend  by  the  village  of 
Kilbride,  and  reach  the  harbour  of  Lamlafh,  where  our  veffel  lay  at  anchor  in  the  fafeft 
port  in  the  univerfe,  a  port  perfedly  Virgilian  : 

Hie  infula  ponurn 
F.fEcit  Ahjcdu.laterum, 

a  bea^utiful  femihinar  bay  forms  one  part :  while  the  lofty  iHand  of  Lamlalh  extending 
before  the  mouth  fecures  it  from  the  ead  winds :  leaving  on  each  Hde  a  fafe  and  eafy 
entrance.  The  whole  circutnference  is  about  nine  miles  ;  and  the  depth  of  the  water  is 
fufficicnt  for  the  largeft  (hips.  This  is  a  place  of  quarantine  :  at  this  time  three  mer- 
chantmen belonging  to  Glafgow  lay  here  for  that  purpofe,  each  with  the  guard  boat 
aftern. 

In  the  bottom  of  the  bay  was  a  fine  circular  bafm  or  pier  now  in  ruins ;  the  work  of 
the  good  Dutchels  of  Hamilton. 

XJand  on  the  ifland  of  Lamlalh,  a  vafl  mountain  in  great  part  covered  with  heath ;  but 
has  a  fufHcient  pallure  and  arable  land  to  feed  a  few  milch  cows,  flieep  and'goats,  and  to 
laife  a  little  corn  and  a  few  potatoes. 

In  the  year  1^5?,  the  Englifh  fieet  under  the  £arl  of  SuQex,  after  ravaging  the  coaft 
of  Cantyre,  at  that  time  in  polTcflion  of  James  Mac-comel,  landed  in  this  bay,  and 
burned  and  dellroyed  all  the  neighbouring  country :  proceeded  afterwards  to  Cumray, 
and  treated  it  in  the  fame  manner. 

Buchanan  gives  this  the  Latin  nameof  Molasand  MolaiTa,  from  its  having  been  thf 
retreat  of  St.  Maol-Jos :  for  thefame  reafon  it  is  called  the  holy  ifland,  and  HMlaa 
Leneow*,  or  that  or  Saints,  and  fometimes  Ard-na-molas.  St.  Maol.jos's  cave,  the 
refidence  of  that  holy  man,  hb  well  of  mod  falutary  water,  a  place  for  bathing,  his 
chair,  and.  the  ruins  of  his  chapel  are  fliewn  to  llrangers ;  but  the  walk  is  far  froni 
agreeable,  as  the  ifland  is  greatly  infefted  with  vipers. 

The  Dean  of  the  ifies  fays,  that  on  this  ifle  of  Molas  was  foundit  by  John  Lord  of 
the  ides  ane  Monaftry  of  Friars  which  is  decayit.  But  notwithflanding  this,  it  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  fupport  of  others  on  the  main-land.  Thus  Lamlafh  and  the  lands 
round  the  bay  ;  and  thofe  from  Corry  to  Loch-ranza,  were  annexed  to  the  abbey  of 
Kil-whinnin.  And  thofe  of  Shiflcin,  Kilmore,  Torelin,  and  Benans  to  that  of  Sandale 
orSaddel  in  Cantyre.  I  imagine  that  1  muft  have  feen  the- file  of  it  from  the  top  of 
'  Carn  baan  :  therefore  take  thejiberty  of  mentioning  it  as  having  been  a  convent  of 
Ciflercians,  founded  by  Reginaldus,  fon  of  Somerled,  lord  of  the  ifles:  the  fame 
Sonierled  who  was  flain  near  Renfrew  in  1 164.  Here  was  alfo  a  caftle  belonging  to 
the  fucceflbrs  of  that  petty  prince  ;  whofe  ovnier  Angus,  lord  ef  the  ifles,  gave  protec- 
tion during  his  diflrefles  to  Robert  Bruce.  * 

June  25.  Weighed  anchor  at  half  an  hour  paft  one  in  the  morning,  and  going 
through  trie  fouth  paflage  of  the  harbour,  get  into  the  middle  of  the  Firth.  Have  a 
magnificem  view  on  all  fides  of  Arrnn  and  Lamlafli,  and  the  coaft  of  Cantyre  on  one 
fule;  and  of  the  coads  of  Cunningham  and  Carrick  on  the  other.  In  front  lay  tfep 
hills  of  Gallov^ay  and  the  coalt  of  Ireland  ;  and  the  vaft  crag  of  Ailfa,  appearing  here 

•  Fordwi.  lib.  ii.  c.  10. 
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like  an  inclined  hay-cock,  rofe  in  the  jnidft  of  the  channel.  In  our  courfe  teare  to 
the  weft  the  little  and  low  ifland  of  PJada,  oppofite,  and  as  if  rent  from  ihat'of  Arran, 
H  circumftance  the  name  from  bladhan,  to  break,  feems  to  import. 

After  a  very  tedious  calm  reach  the  crag  of  Ailfj,  and  anchor  on  the  N.  E.  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  fide  in  twelve  fathom  water,  gravelly  bottom.  'On  this  fide  is  a 
fmall  beach,  all  the  reft  is  a  perpendicular  rock  for  an  amazing  height,  blit  from  the 
edges  of  the  precipice,  the  mountain  aflumes  a  pyramidal  form  ;  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  bafe  is  two  miles.  On  the  eaft  fide  is  a  ftupendous  and  amazing  a& 
(emblage  of  precipitous  columnar  rocks  of  great  height  rifing  in  wild  feries  one  above  , 
"  the  other ;  beneath  thefe,  amidft  the  ruins  that  had  fallen  from  time  to  time,  are  groves 
,  of  elder  trees,  the  only  trees  of  the  place :  the  floping  furface  being  almoft  entirely 
covered  with  fern  and  fhort  grafs.  The  quadnipeds  that  inhabit  this  rock  are  goats 
and  rabbits;  tKe  birds  that  neftl^e  in  the  precipices  are  numerous  as  fwarms  of  bees, 
and  not  unlike  them  in  their  flight  to  and  from  the  crag.  On  the  verge  of  the  preci-  - 
pice  dwell  the  gannets  and,  the  ftiags.  Beneath  are  guillemots,  and  the  razor-bills, 
-  and  under  them  the  grey  gulls  and  ktttKvaks,  helped  by  their  cry  to  fill  the  deafen-, 
ing  chorus.  The  pumns  made  themfelves  burroughs  above,  the  fea-pies  found  a. 
fcanty  place  for  their  eggs  near  the  bafe.  Some  land  birds  made  this  their  haunt : 
among  them  ravens,  hooded  crows,'  pigeons,  wheat-ears  and  rock-larks ;  and,  what  is 
wonderful,  throftles  exerted  the  fame  melody  in  this  fcene  of  horror  as  they  do  in  the  ■ 
groves  of  Hertford  (lure. 

Three  reptiles  appeared  here  very  unexpeftedly :  the  naked  black  fnail,  the  com. 
mon  and  the  ftriped  Ihell '  fnail ;  not  volunteer  inhabitants,  bat  probably  brought  in 
the  falads  of  fome  vifitants  from  the  neighbouring  ihores. 

I'his  rock  is  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Caffils,  who  rents  it  for  33!.  per  ann.  to 
people  who  come  here  to  take  the  young  gannets  fsrthe  table,  and  the  other  birds  for 
the  fake  of  their  feathers. '  The  laft  are  caught  when  the  young  birds  are  ready  for  ■ 
their  flight.  The  fowler  afcends  the  rocks  with  great  hazard,  is  provided  with  a  long 
rod,  fumiftied  at  the  end  with  a  fhort  hair  line  with  a  running  noofe.  This  he  flings 
round  the  neck  of  the  bird;  hawls  it  up,  and  repeats  it  till  he  takes  ten  or  twelve 
dozen  in  an  evening  ". 

Land  on  the  beach,  and  find  the  ruins  of  a '  chapel,  and  the  veftiges  of  places  inha- 
bited by  fifhermen  who  refort  here  during  the  fealon  for  the  capture  of  cod,  which 
abound  here  from  January  to  April,  on  the  great  bank,  which  begins  a  little  foulh  of 
Arran,  palfes  this  rock,  and  extends  three  leagues  beyond.  'I'he  fifti  are  taken  with  . 
long  lines,  very  little  different  from  thofe  defcribed  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Br. 
'  Zoology  :  a  repetition  is  unnecelTary  ;  the  fifh  are  dried  and  then  failed,  but  there  are 
feidom  fulhcient  caught  for  foreign  exportation. 

With  much  difficulty  afcend  to  the  cattle,  a  fquare  tower  of  three  ftories,  each  - 
vaulted,  placed  pretty  nigh  on  this  only  acceffible  part  of  the  rock.  The  path  is  nar- 
row,'over  a  vaft  flope,  fo  ambiguous  that  it  wants  but  little  of  a  true  precipice :  the 
walk  is  horrible,  for  the  depth  is  alarming.  It  would  have  been  thought  that  nothing 
but  an  eagle  would  have  fixed  his  habitation  herej  and  jwobably  it  was  fome  chieftaia 
not  lefs  an  animal  of  ripine.  The  only  mark  of  civilization  I  faw  in  the  caftle  was  an 
oven ;  a  conveniency  which  many  parts  of  North  Britain  are  yet  ftrangers  to. 
'  I;»i597  one  Barclay  of  Ladyland  undertook  the  romantic  defigo  orpofleffing  him- 
felf  of  this  rock,  and  of  fortifying  it  for  the  fervice  of  the  Spaniards.    He  arrived  there 

*  I  caonot  leuu  where  th<f<  feathers  are  ufcd. 
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with  a  few  afliftantSy  as  he  imagiDed,  uadifcovered ;  but  oneilay  walking  alone  on  the 
beach,  he  unezpefledly  encountered  Mr.  John  Knox,  who  was  feot  to  apprehend  luni ; 
and  the  moment  he  law  the  unfriendly  party,  in  defpair,  he  rulhed  into  the  Tea,  and 
put  an  end  to  his  exigence  *. 
.  Made  a  hearty  dinner  under  the  (hade  of  the  caftle,  and  even  at  that  height  pro- 
cured fine  water  from  a  fpring  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  place.  The  view  oi  the 
bay  of  Girvan  in  Carrick,  within  nine  miles,  and  that  of  Campbekown,  about  twenty- 
two,  bounded  each  fide  of  (he  Firth. 

The  weather  was  fo  hot  that  we  did  not  afcend  to  the  fummit,  which  is  faid  to  be 
hro>d>^and  to  have  had  on  it  a  fmall  chapel,  defigned  (as  is  frequent  on  the  promm* 
tmies  of  foreign  ihores)  for  the  devout  feaman  to  offer  up  his  prayer,  of  fupplicatioa 
for  a  fafe  voyage,  or  of  gratitude  for  a  fafe  return. 

In  the  evening  return  on  board,  and  fleer  lavardt  Campbeltoira,  but  make  very 
little  way,  by  riafbn  of  the  ftillnela  of  .|he  sight. 
.  June  26.  In  thciiioniiBg.,fi|id  oorfelves  vidiin  t\ine  miles  of  the  town,  having  to  the 
foDth  (near  the  end  of  Cantyre)  Sanda,  or  Avoyn,  or  ifland  of  harboun  f,  fo  called 
ftom  itBi>eiug  the  lUtioaof^heDamlh  fleets,  while  that  nation  pofleOed  the  Hebrides ; 
a.-iiigb  illand,  about  twa  miles  long,  iolutHied  by  four  families.  In  Ferdun'i  fine  here 
was  the  cbapel  of  St.  Annbn,  ana  a  ba&uzrj  for  the  refuge  of  criminals^  Near  it  is 
Sttwep  ifland ;  and  a  mile  to  the  eaft  lies  j^eterlbn's  rock,  dreaded  bf  mariners.  The 
Lllull,  or  extitemity  of  CantyVe,  lies  at  a  fmall  diftance  beyonl  ffais.groupe. 

Direfi  Mr.  Thompfon  to  carry  the  v^el  round-ibe  ilvU,  and  to  wait  under  the 
the  ifle  of  Gigha.  Take  the  tpoat,  and  make  ^ot  Campbdtown  {  after  fevm  miles 
reach  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  croffed  by  a  fmall  and  h^h  illuid,  with  a  deep  but 
namow  paflage  on  one  fide  ;  on  the  other,  connected  to  the  land  by  a  beach,  drf  at 
the  tbb  » ihe  tides,  and  fo  low,  that  llrange  Ihips,  miftaking  the  entrance,  (bmedmes 
run  on  fbere.  The  harbour  widens  to  a  very  confiderable  extent,  b  two  miles  in  length, 
and  of  a  confiderable  depth  of  water,  even  dofe  to  the  town,  which  lies  at  the  bottom. 

Campbeltown  is  now  a  very  confiderable  place,  having  rifen  from  a  peRy  fiflunE 
,M«n  to  its  prefoit  flouiifhuig  ftate  in  le&  than  thirty  years.  About  the  year  1744  it 
^ad  only  two  or  three  fmall  vefiels  belonging  to  the  port ;  at  prefent  there  are  feventy- 
ei^t  liul,  from  twenty  to  dghty  tons  burthen,  all  built  for  and  employed  in  the  herring- 
fifben,  and  about  eight  hundred  fiulors  are  employed  to  man  them.  This  town  m 
h£t  .Vas  created  by  the  fifhery,  for  it  was  appointed  the  place  of  mndezvous  for  the 
lAiffes }  two  hundred  and  fixty  have  been  feen  in  the  harbour  at  once,  but  their  num> 
bsr  declines  fmee  the  ill  payment  of  the  bounty.  I  do  not  know  the  gradual  increafe 
of  the  inhabitants  here,  but  it  is  computed  that  there  are  feven  thoufand  in  the  town 
^nd  parilb.  Two  minifters  officiate,  befides  another  for  the  church  of  the  fecedera, 
called  the  Relief-houfe..  This  b  a  remarkable  neat  building,  and  quite  fliamcs  that  of 
the  eftabliQied  church  ;  was  raifed  by  a  voluntary  fubfcnption  of  2300I.  collected 
chiefly  among  the  pofterity  of  oppreSed  natives  of  the  Lowlands,  encouraged  to  fettle 
here  fin  times  of  perfecution)  by  the  Argyle  family.  Tbefe  Itill  keep  themfelves  dif- 
&id  from  the  old  inhabitantx,  retam  the  zeal  of  their  anceliors.  are  bbftinately  averfe 
to  patronage,  but  are  efteemed  the  roofl  induftrious  people  in  the  country. 

The  antient  name  of  this  place  was  Cean-loch-chille-Ciarain,  or  the  end  of  the  loch 
of  Su  Kerran,  a  £unt  of  the  neighbourhood..    The  country  ofwhicb  it  is  the  capital,. 

*  SpotHwood'i  Rift  of  Scot.  p.  446  tad  417, 

t  Buchanan,  lib.  i,  3$.    The  Dean  of  the  iOcs  uOi  it  Anjti,  fra  the  ariniei  of  DcoMark  ciUit  ia  tkcir 
leid,  Hivin.  1  Fordua,  l!b.  ii.  c.  10. 
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ii  Cantyre,  the  moll  fouthern  part  of  Argylediire }  derived  from  Ceann,  a  hpad  and 
tire  of  the  land ;  was  the  country  of  the  Epidii  of  the  Romans,  and  the  extremity,  the 
Epidii  prouioatonum,  now  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  noted  for  the  violence  of  the  adverfe 
tides,  compared  to  the  force  of  a  milt-race,  from  whence  the  modem  name.  Magnus 
die  Barefooted  made  a  conqueft  of  it,  and  added  it  to  the  Hebrides,  laaking  an  ifland 
of  h  by  the  ratio  ultima  regunu  Torfxus  fays,  that  the  antioit  name  was  Saltiriaj  or. 
Satiria,  perhaps  Norwegian  *. 

Tfiis  peninfula,  £rom  the  Tarbat  to  the  Mull,  is  above  forty  miles  long,  and  from 
five  to  twelve  miles  broad :  is  hilly,  but,  comparative  to  other  parts,  cannot  be  called 
mountainous  i  is  open  and  in  general  naked,  but  near  Campbeltown  are  fome  thriving  . 
plantations.  The  country  is  at  prefeot  a  mixture  of  heath  and  arable  land  i  the  land  is 
good,  capable  of  bearing  wbe^  but  little  is  raifed  for  want  of  mills  to  grind  it ;  either 
the  inhabitants  buy  their  flower  from  England,  or  fend  the  grain  they  have  to  be  ground 
ie  the  Ibire  of  Ayr.  Much  bear  is  fowa  here,  great  quantities  of  potatoes  railed,  and 
near  Sool.  mom  annually  exported.  Numbers  of  black  cattle  are  reared,  but 
diiefly  killed  at  home,  and  lalted  for  the  ufe  of  the  bufles  at  Campbeltown.  Much 
butter  and  cheefe  is  made ;  the  laft  large  and  bad.  Tbereare  beftdei  ihe^  and  goats; 
die  hft  killed  for  winter  provifion. 

Notirkhfianding  the  quantky  of  bear  nufed,  dure  is  crften  a  fort  of  dearth :  the 
inhabitants  being  mad  enough  to  convert  thdr  bread  into  poifian,  diftilUng  annually 
fix  dtovfand  bolls  of  grain  into  whifky.  This  feems  a  modem  liquor,  for  in  old 
inca  the  diftilUticm  was  from  thyme,  mint,  anlTe  t>  and  other  fragrant  ha:bs,  and  ale 
«aa  much  in  ufe  with  them.  The  former  had  the  fame  name  with  the  ufquebaugh| 
or  viter  of  Ufe ;  but  by  Bocthius*  account,  it  was  taken  inth  moderation. 

Tht  DiAe  of  Argyle,  die  principal  propriety  of  this  country,  takes  great  pains  in 
JifcpMiagiBg  the  nraidons  pra&ioe ;  and  obliges  all  his  tenants  to  enter  into  articles,  to 
tmhk  five  pooods  and  die  full,  in  cafe  they  are  detefted  in  making  (bis  liquear  tfer^eri 
bat  dw  trade  is  So  pn^taUe  that  many  perfill  in  it,  to  the  great  negleft  of  manuikc^ 
MMtk  Bcfcn  dus  bofincfii^got  ground,  the  women  were  accullomed  to  ffsn  a  tpreat 
dni  of  yna  ^or  mneh  flas  n  ra&d  in  thde  parts)  but  at  preient  they  employ  tnem-. 
jchct  in  dUUHing,  while  their  hnlbands  are  in  the  field. 

]t«r^ceoaoaiy-i»buiataknr«bbberc:lu8  0racedoe8  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
Am  taistt  sMdW  art^  by  giving  a  certain  number  of  boUs  of  burnt  lime  to  thofe 
who  can  Aew  the  hrgeft  and  beft  Utow ;  and  allowing  ten  per  cent,  out  of  the  rents 
to  fedl  tumen  who  aj  ovt  any  money  in  fblid  imptoTements ;  ibr  example,  in  in- 
ilofiagv  >^  diftte*  The  Ikka  aUb  ftewi  mttch  humanity  in  another  infbnce,  by 
ypmittiBg  his  cenaotti  ia  ^  places  of  his  eftates  where  ftags  inhabit,  to  deftroy  them 
«idi  mtMaitf  ^  religiiiBg  that  pan  of  die  antient  chieftain's  magnifiixnee,  rather  than 
keafts  <a  cknec  flwoM  waAe  the  brad  of  die  po<»r. 

Caatyre  «as.granted  to-tbc  houb  (tf.Aivyle.  after  a  fuppreffion  of  a  rebellion  of  the 
MaeidooaldB  of  the  ifles  (and  I  fappoC^  oTdUs  peninfub)  in  the  beginmng  c^  the  laft 
aamwy  },  and  the  gfant  waa  aftenawdtf  ratified  by  parliament  §.  The  antient inhabt- 
ttBis  were  the  MaciAiitalds,  Mac  eachraas^  Mac-toys,  and  Mac-maths. 

ioae  37.  Take  a  ride  along  the  weft  fid*  of  the  bajv  See,  in  Slkerran  church- 
^tod,  feverat  tombs  of  artificers^  with  the  indnuacnu  of  their  trades  engraven  i  amongft 
otheit  lypear  a  fgoote  and  flwus,-  to  denote  that  a  taylor  lay  beneath.  A  little  fur- 
dMt  on  tbe  Amy  ;we  dMniaa  of  Silkenan  caftle,  built  by  James  V.  when  he  vifited 

*  Totfant,  71.  f  BoctKim  d«  Moribtia  Scot.  tr. 
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tliis  place  in  order  to  quell  a  rebellion : .  he  was  obliged  to  Hy  to  it  for  proteflion,  and, 
as  is  faid,  to  abandon  it  to  the  fury  of  the  infurgcnis^  who  took  the  fortrefs^  and  hung 
his  governor. 

Turn  to  the  fouth,  and  vifit  Tome  caves  in  the  roclts  that  face  the  Firth :  thefe  are 
very  magnificent,  and  very  various;  the  tops  are  lofty,  and  refenible  Gothic  arches ; 
one  has  on  all  fides  a  range  of  natural  feats,  another  is  in  form  of  a  crofs,  with  three 
fine  Gothic  porticos,  for  entrances ;.  this  had  been  the  refidence  of  St.  Kerran,  had 
formerly  a  wall  at  the  entrance,  a  fecond  ibout  the  middle,  and  a  third  far  up,  form- 
ing  ditferent  apartments..  On  the  floor  is  the  capital  of  a  crofs,  and  a  round  bafon, 
cut  out  of  the  rock,  full  of  fine  water,  the  beverage  of  the  faint  in  old  timesi  and  of 
failors  in  the  prefent,  who  often  land  to  drefs  their  vi£luals  beneath  this  fhelter.  An 
antient  pair,  upwards  of  feventy  years  of  age,  once  made  this  their  ha'-itation  for  a 
confidcrable  time. 

Return ;  view  the  crofs  in  the  middle  of  the  town  :  a  raoft  beautiful  pillar,  richly 
ornamented  with  foliage,  and  with  this  infcription  on  one  fide  ;  Hac :  eft :  (rux  :  Do- 
mni :  Tvari  :  M  :■  H :  Eatbynta :  qmndatn  :  Rcdcris :  dc  Kyrecan :  ei ;  Domini  :  Jndre; 
iiati  :ejus  :  Reilorii  de  Kit:  coman  :  qui  ham  cnicem  fieri  fac'tebat.  Mr.  Gordon  (by 
report}  mentions  this  as  a  Danifh  obclifk,  but  does  not  venture  the  defcription  as  he 
had  not  opportunity  of  leong  it :  hb  informant  faid,  that  it  was  brought  from  Joaa, 
which  concurs  with  the  tradition  of  this  place. 

'  At  night  am  admitted  a  freemui  of  Campbeltown,'  and,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  place,  confult  the  Oracle  of  the  Bottle  about  my  future  voyage,  aflifted  by  a  nu-< 
aierous  company  of  brother  burgefies. 

June  28.  Leave  Cambeltonn  with  a  full  fenfe  of  all. the  civilities  received  tbere. 
Ride  over  a  plain  about  five  miles  wide.  See  on  the  road  fide  a  great  whed,  defigOed 
for  the  raifing  water  from  the  neighbouring  collieriee.  The  coal  is  eight  feet  ihkk^ 
dips  one  yard  in  five,  and  points  N.  £.  by  N.  W. ;  is  fold  on  the  bank  for  four  ftit 
Ijngs  per  ton ;  but  fufficient  is  not  yet  raifed  for  the  ufe  ci  the  country. 

This  plain  is  fruitful,  pretty  much  indofed,  and  the  hedges  gro^v  well )  a  great  en*' 
couragement  for  further  eKperiments  ;.  the  improved  land  Is  rented  Jiereifom  liftfeMi- 
to  twenty  fhillings  an  acre. 

Obferve  on  the  road  fide  the  ruins  of  the  chapel  of  Cill-i^aovaifl,  or  KU^hyvaJn  ; 
within  are  fome  old  grave-ftones,  engraven  lyitlj  figures  of  a  two-iiainded  fw^rd,  mii 
of  dogs  chafing  a  deer. 

Ride  three  miles  along  the  fandsof  Machral'-Shanais  bay«  noted  iat  the  trcmoDdoua: 
fize  and  roaring  of  its  waves  in  ftormy  feafbns ;  and  for-the  iols  of  nuiiiy  SraigSi  whieh»- 
by  reafon  of  the  lownefs  of  the  land,  are  received  into  deftwiction. 
•  pine  at  a  tolerable  houfe  at  Bar ;  viftf  the  great  cave  of  Bealach-a'-chaochain.  ne{u> 
the  fliore.  Embark  -in  a  rotten,  leaky  boat,  and  pafling  through  fix  mil«s  of  ripf^iog; 
fea,  find  late  at  night  our  velTel  fafe  at  anchor,  under  the  eaft  iide  of  the  iile  of -Giftha, 
in  the  little  harbour  of  Caolas-gioglam,  protected  by  Gipha,  and  the  Jittle  iQe  of  Cam'. 
on  the  welt  and  fouth,  and  by  a  chain  of  vafl  rod^s  to  the  eali  :  numbers  appt^r.mfi^ 
peeping  above  water  in  feveral  parts,  and  others  that  run  out  f;ir  from  the  CantYi«> 
(hore  correspond  with  thefe  fo  exadiy,  as  to  make  it  probable  that  they  once  fonu^d 
the  fame  bed.  .... 

June  29.     Land  on  Gigha,  an  iiland.  about  fix  miles,  and  one  brgad;  the  mofti 

eaftem  df"the  Hebrides-  ihis,  with  Cara,  formsa  parHb  in.lbe  county  ol'Byie,  imbfi. 

prefbyteryofCantyre.     Has  in  it  no  high  hills,  and  is  a  mixture  of  rock,^ittura,  and 

arable  land.    Produces  barley,  bear,  oats,  flax,  and  potatoes.    Mall  is  ra^e  here  and 

6  exported ; 
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exportad  ;  and  about  a  hundred  and  Bfty  bolls  of  bear }  infomuch  that  fometimes  the 
natives  feel  the  want  of  it,  and  fuffer  by  a  fcarcity  arifing  from  their  own  avarice. 
They  alfQ  rear  more  cattle  than  they  can  maintain,  and  annually  lofe  numbers  ibr  want 
of  fodder. 

The  ifland  is  divided  into  thirty  marklands,  each  of  which  ought  to  maintain  fourteen 
cows  tmd  four  horfes,  befides  producing  a  certain  quantity  of  com.  The  bear  yields 
five,  the  oats  three  fold.  Each  markland  is  commonly  occupied  by  one  fanner, 
who  has  feveral  married  fervants  under'  him,  who  live  in  feparate  cotRiges  and  are 
allowed  to  keep  a  few  cattle  and  fheep.  The  wages  arei'rom  three  to  four  pounds  a 
year  to  the  men-fervants  j  from  twenty  to  thirty  fliillings  to  the  women.  The  young 
men  anploy  themfelves  in  the  fummer  in  the  herring  fifhery  j  but  during  winter  give 
themfelves  up  entirely  to  an  inadive  life. 

TIhs  ifland  contains  about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  the  revenue  is  about  d^ 
hundred  a  year  ;  moH  of  it  belonging  to  Mr.  Macneile  of  Tayni(h.  In  old  times  the 
laird  was  ftyled  Thane  of  Gigha  :  his  family  has  been  long  owner  of  thefe  little  terri*- 
tones,  this  fea-girt  reign,  but  was  dirpoQefTed  of  it  in  I549,  by  the  *  clan  Donald,  and. 
recovered  it  again  ;  but  hiftory  omits  the  time  of  relloradon.  Difcontent  has  even 
reached  this  fmall  ifland,  and  two  families  have  migrated  to  America. 

Break^fl  with  the  minift^r,  who  may  truly  be  faid  to  be  wedded  to  his  flock.  The- 
ocean  here  forbids  all  wandering,  even  if  inclination  excited ;  and  the  equal'  lot  of 
the  Scotch  clergy  is  a  flill  ftronger  check  to  every  afpiring- thought :  this  binds  theiA 
to  their  people,  and  invigorates  every  duty  towards  thofe  to  whom  they  confider  them- 
ielves  conneded  for  life  ;  this  equal  lot  may  perhaps  blunt  the  ambidon  after  fome 
of  the  more  fpecious  accomplifhments  ^  but  makes  more  than  amends  by  Sharpening 
the  attention  to  thofe  concerns  which  end  not  with  this  being. 

Vifit  the  few  wonders  of  the  ifle :  the  firft  is  a  little  well  of  a  mofl  miraculous  qua- 
lity i  for,  in  old  timcsy  if  ever  the  chieftain  lay  here  wind-bound,  he  had  nothing  more 
to  do  than  caufe  the  well  to  be  cleared,  and  inflanily  a  fevourable  gate  arofe.  But. 
miracles  are  now  ceafed. 

Examine  the  ruins  of  a  church,  and  find  fome  tombs  with  two-handed  fwords,  the ' 
Claidh'da-laimb  of  the  itcro  depofiteu  beneath.. 

A  liule  farther,  at  Kil-chattan,  fs  a  great  rude  column,  fixteen  feet  high,  four 
iHOad,  and  eight  inches  thick,  and  near  it,  a  cairn.  On  a  line  with  this,  at  Cnoc-a'- 
chara.  Is  apother,  and  flill  higher  in  the  fame  diredion,  at  Cnoc-a'-crois,  is  a  cro&  and 
three  cairns  f  probably  tliecrofs,  after  the  introdudion  of  ChriQianityj  was  formed  oxrt- 
of  a  pa^A  monument  iinular  to  the  two  former. 

In  the  bottom  a  little  eait  from  ^hefe,  is  a  large  artificial  mount  of  3  fquare  form, 
growing  lefs  and  teis  towards  the  top^  which  is  flat,  and  has  the  vcfhVe  of  a  breaft- 
wall  around..  The  mount  Ronielborg  in  Sweden,  engraven  by  M."  Dahlbet-gj 
No.  335,  is  fon^what  fmiilar :  this  probably  was  the  yirork  of  the  Danes,  the  neigtv- 
bouring  nation. 

Return  to  the  fliore  ;  obferve  a  vafl  bed.  of  mbft  pure  and  fine  fand,  nfefill  m  the 
glais  manufacture:  the  fame  fpecies,.but  defiled  with  a  mixture  of  fea  fand,  appears 
again  on  the  oppoiite  coaH  of  Cantyre.  ' 

The  lards  that  appear  here  at  prefent  are  the  common  gull,  common  fandpJper,  an^ 
Se^  pie.  The  great  ardic  diver,  of  the  BritiJh  Zoology,  fo'metimes  vifits  thefe  feas,  and 
is  filled  in  the  liirfe  farbhuachaille,  or  the  herdfman  of  the  ocean  ;  bacaufe,  as  is  pre^ 
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tended,  it  fterer  leaves  that  element,  never  flies,  and  hatches  the  young  beiWMh  its 
wing. 

'file  weather  estremely  fine ;  but  fo  calm  that  Mr.  Thompfon  ia  obliged  to  tow  the 
veffel  'Out  of  this  little  harbour,  which  is  of  unequal  depths,  but  unBt  for  vetifets  that 
draw  more  than  fourteen  feet  water.  Fafs  under  Cara,  an  ifle  one  mile  long,  divided 
by  a  narrow  channel,  fouth  of  Gi^ha,  is  inhabited  by  one  femily,  and  had  onceacfa^e). 
At  the  fouth  end  it  rifes  into  a  hill  exactly  formed  like  a  loaf  of  bread.'  The  property 
of  this  little  place  is  in  Mr.Macdonaldof  Largis. 

Attempt  to  fteer  for  the  Ifland  of  Hay,  but  m  vain.  Am  entertained  with  the  varietr 
and  greatnefs  of  the  views  that  bound  the  channel,  the  great  found  oF  Jura ;  to  the  eaft 
the  mountains  of  Arran  over-top  the  fapextending  fhores  of  Can^re ;  to  the  weft  ties 
Jura,  mountainous  and  rugged ;  four  hills,  naked  and  diltinS;,  afpire  above  the  reft, 
two  of  them  known  to  the  Teamen  by  the  name  of  the  Paps,  ufeful  in  navigation:  he 
to  the  north  juft  appears  a  chain  of  fmall  illes  ;  and  to  the  fouth  the  illand  of  Rathry, 
the  fuppofed  R-icnea,  or  Ricinaof  PHny  *,  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  which  ftretches  be- 
yond tu  to  the  weft. 

A    BRIEF    HISTORY   OF    THE    HEBRIDES. 

The  leifure  of  a  calm  gave  ample  time  for  refle^on  on  the  hiftory  and  greater  events 
'of  theifl^mds  nowinview,  and  of  the  others,  the  objeds  of  the  voyage.  In  JufHceto 
that  able  and  learned  writer  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Macpherfon,  late  mmifter  or  Slate  in 
Skie,  let  me  acknou'ledge  the  afTiflance  I  receive  from  his  ingenious  eflay  on  this  very 
fubje£t  ;  for  his  labours  greatly  facilitate  my  attempt,  not  undenaken  without  confult* 
ing  the  authors  he  refers  to  i  and  adding  numbers  of  remarks  oveHeen  by  hhn,  and 
giving  a  confiderable  continuation  of  the  hidory.  It  would  be  aa  oftentatious  talk  to 
open  a  new  quarry,  when  fuch  heaps  of  iine  materials  lie  ready  to  my  hand. 

All  the  accounts  left  us  by  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  are  enveloped  with  obfcu. 
rity  ;  at  all  times  brief,  even  In  their  defcription  of  places  they  bad  eafieft  accels  to,  and 
might  have  defcribed  with  the  moft  fadsfa&ory  precifion ;  but  in  remote  places  their 
relations  fumini  little  more  than  hints,  the  food  for  conjedure  to  the  vilionary  antiquary. 

That  Pytheas,  a  traveller  mentioned  by  Strabo,  had  vilited  Great  Britun,  I  would 
irifh  to  make  only  apocryphal :  he  aflerts  that  he  viGted  the  remoter  parts ;  and  that 
be  had  alio  feen  Thule,  the  land  of  romance  among  the  ancients,  which  all  may  pretend 
to  have  feen;  bat  every  voyager,  to  fwell  his  fame,  made  the  ifland  he  faw  laft  the  ultima 
Thule  of  Ins  travels.  If  Pytheas  had  reached  jhefe  parts  he  might  have  obferved  Bozt- 
ing  ia  the  Sbm  mvltitndes  of  gelatinous  animals,  the  medufse  of  Linnteus,  and  out  of 
tbefe  hate  formed  bis  fable :  he  made  his  Thule  a  compofition  of  nather  earth,  fea, 
DOT  air,  but  Gke  «  compofition  of  them  all ;  then,  catching  his  fimile  from  what  floated 
bafbrehim,coiiinu'esit  to  the  lungsf  of  the  fea,  the  Ariftotelian  idea  of  thefe  bodies ; 
and  frmn  Um  adopted  by  ntnraKfu,  fucceffors  to  that  great  philofophir.  Strabo  very 
.jnftly  rrqiMm  thefe  abford  tales,  yet  allows  him  merit  iin  ddcribing  the  climate  of  the 
jdacei  be  bad  feen.  A«  a  fiuther  proof  of  his  having  vilited  the  H<^des,  he  mentions 
itbdr  onftiendly  fry,  Aot  prohibits  the  gtpwih  of  the  finer  fruits  i  and  that  the  natives 
an  oblked  to  cairy  thefar  com  under  ueher,  to  beat  the  grain  out,  left  it  fiiould  be 
Jpoiled  by  the  defeQ  of  the  fun,  and  violence  of  the  runs  ].  This  is  the  probable  part 
^.bis  narrative^  bat  when  the  dme  that  the  great  geographer  wrote  is  confidered  }  at 

*  Lib. !«.  c.  16.  t  Hifl.  Ang.  Il>.  x*.    Sitabo,  Ub.  S.  p.  71. 
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a"penod  that  thefe  iflands  had  been  negleft'ed  for  a  very  long  fpace  by  the  Romans,  and 
when  the  difficulties  of  getting  among  a  fierce  and  unfriendly  nation  muft  be  almoft 
■  infuperable,  doubts  innumerable  rcfpcOing  the  veracity  of  this-  relater  inufl:  arife  :  all 
that  can  be  admhted  rn  favour  of  him  is,  that  he  was  a  great  traveller,  that  he  might 
have  either  vifited  Britain,  with  fome  of  the  nations  commercing  with  our  iffe,  or  have 
received  from  them  accounts,  which  he  afterwards  drelTed  out  mixed  with  the  ornaments 
of  fable.  A  traffic  muft  have  been  carried  on  with  the  very  northern  inhabitants  of 
our  iilands  in  the  time  of  Pylheas,  for  one  of  the  articles  of  commerce  mentioned  by 
Strabo,  the  ivory  bits,  were  made  either  of  the  teeth  of  the  walrus,  or  of  a  fpecies  of 
whale  native  of  the  northern  feas. 

The  geographer  Mela,  who  flourilhed  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  is  the  next  who  takes 
notice  of  our  leffer  iflands.  He  mentions  the  Orcades  as  confifting  of  thirty  j  the 
iEmodx  of  feven.  I'he  Romans  had  then  made  a  conqueft  of  the  former,  and  might 
have  feen  the  latter ;  but  from  the  words  of  the  hiftorian,  it  is  probable  that  the  Shet- 
luu)  iflands  were  thofe  intended ;  for  he  informs  us,  that  the  JEmodx.  were  carried  out 
over  againft  Germany:  the  fiteof  the  Hebrides  will  not  admit  of  this  defcriptioo,  which 
agrees  very  well  with  the  others }  for  the  ancieats  extended  their  Germany,  and  its 
imaginary  iflands,  to  the  extreme  north. 

Pliny  the  elder  is  the  next  that  mentions  thefe  remote  places.  He  lived  later  than 
the  preceding  writers,  a^d  of  courfe  his  information  is  fuller  :  by  means  of  intervening 
difcoveries,  he  has  added  ten  more  to  the  number  of  the  Orcades :  is  the  firft  writer 
that  mentions  the  Hebrides,  the  iflands  in  queflion ;  and  joins  in  the  fame  line  the 
iEmodse,  or,  as  it  is  in  the  beft  editions  more  properly  written,  the  Acmodx  *,  or  ex- 
treme point  of  the  Roman  expeditions  to  the  north,  as  the  Shetland  ifles  in  the  higheft 
probabUity  were.  Pliny  and  Mela  agree  in  the  number  of  the  ^moda,  or  Acmodas ; 
the'  former  makes  that  of  the  Hsebudes  thirty ; '  an  account  extremely-  near  the  truth, 
dedu£Ung  the  little  ifles,  or  rather  rocks,  that  furronnded  mofl  of  the  greater,  and  many 
•f  them  fo  indiftind  as  fcarcely  to  be  remarked,  except  on  an  actual  furvey. 

Solinus  fucceeds  Pliny  :  if  he,  as  is  fuppofed,  was  cotemporary  with  Agricola,  he  has 
made  very  ill  ufe  of  the  light  he  might  have  received  from  the  expeditions  of  that  great 
general,  whofe  oflicers  might  have  furniflied  the  hiftorian  with  better  materials  than 
thofe  he  has  commnnicated.  He  has  reduced  the  number  of  the  Haebudes  to  five :  he 
tells  us,  that  *'  the  inhabitants  were  unacquainted  with  com  ;  that  they  lived  only  on 
filh  and  milk  ;  'that  they  had  one  king,  as  the  iflands  were  only  feparated  from  each  ' 
other  by  narrow  ftraits ;  that  their  prince  was  bound  by  certain  rules  of  government  to 
do  juftice ;  and  was  prevented  by^  poverty  from  deviating  from  the  true  courfe  j  being 
fupported  by  the  public,  and  allowed  nothing  that  he  could  call  his  own,  not  even  a 
wife;  but  then  he  was  allowed  free  choice,  bjr  turns  one  out  of  every  diftrift  of  any 
hmsde  that  caught  his  affe^on,  which  deprived  him  of  all  ambition  about  a  fuc- 
ceflbr  t." 

By  the  number  of  thefe  iflands,  and  by  the  nninite  attention  given  by  the  hif&riaa 
to  the  circumftance  of  their  being  feparated  from  each  other  by  very  narrow  ftraits,  I 
fliould  imagine  that  which  is  now  called  the  Long  ifland,  and  includes  Lewis,  Nonh  Uift, 
Benbecula,  South  Uift,  and  Barra,  to  have  been  the  five  Hxbudes  of  Solinus ;  for  the 
ctthei  great  iflands,  fuch  as  Skie,  &c.  are  too  remote  from  each  other  to  form  the  pre- 
ceding very  chara£teriilic  defcripiion  of  that  chain  of  iflands.  Thefe  might  naturally 
fell  under  the  rule  of  one  petty  prince  i  almoft  the  only  probable  part  of  Solinus's 
narrative. 


•  Lib.  IT.  c.  16.  t  Pi'lrl>''ior,  c.  35. 
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Afia*  a  long  interval  appears  Ptolemy,  the  Egyptian  geographer  :  he  alfo  enumerates 
five  Ebudx,  and  has  given  each  a  name;  the  weftern,  Ebuiia  ;  the  eaftern,  Ridna, 
Maleos,  Epidium.  Camden  conjeftures  them  to  be  the  modern  Skie,  Lewis,  Rathry, 
orRacItne,  Mull,  and  Hay;  and  I  will  not  controvert  his  opinion. 

The  Roman  hillorians  give  very  little  light  into  the  geography  of  thefe  parts.  Ta- 
citus,  from  whom  mod  might  have  been  expe£led,  is  quite  filcnt  about  the  names  of 
places  ;  notw!thfta,nding  he  informs  us,  that  a  fleet  by  command  of  Agricoia  performed 
the  circumnavigation  of  Britain.  All  that  he  takes  notice  of  is  the  difcovery  and  the 
conqueft  of  the  Orknies :  it  fliould  feem  that  with  the  biographers  of  an  ambitious 
nation,  nothing  feemed  worthy  ofnotice,  but  what  they  could-  dignify  with  the  glory 
of  viftory. 

It  is  very  difficult  toaffign  a  reafon  for  the  change  of  name  from  Ebuda:  to  Hebrides  j 
the  laft  is  modern,  and  feems,  as  the  annotator  on  Dr.  Macpherfon  fuppofes,  to  have 
arifen  from  the  error  of  a  tranfcriber,  who  changed  the  u  into  ri. 

From  all  that  has  been  colleded  from  the  ancients,  it  appears  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  little  more  of  the  Hebrides  than  the  bare  names  :  it  is  probable  that  the 
RomaoB,  either  from  contempt  of  fuch  barren  fpots^from  the  dangers  of  the  feas,  the 
violence  of  the,  tides,  and  horrors  of  the  narrow  founds  in  the  inexperienced  ages  of 
navigation,  never  attempted  their  conqueft,  or  faw  more  of  them  than  what  thfey  had 
in  fight,  during  the  few  circumnavigations  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  expeditions 
"  more  of  oftentaiion  than  of  utility.  _    ' 

The  inhabitants  had  probably  for  fome  ages  their  own  governors :  one  little  king  to 
each  ifland,  or  to  each  groupe,  as  neceflity  required.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
their  government  was  as  much  divided  as  that  of  Great  Britaiuj  which  it  is  well  ktwwn 
was  under  the  direftion  of  numbers  of  petty  princes  before  it  was  reduced  under  the 
power  of  the  Rohians. 

No  account  is  given  in  hiftory  of  the  time  thefe  iflands  were  annexed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Scotland.     If  we  may  credit  our  Saxon  hiftorians,  they  appear  to  have  been    " 
early  under  the  dominion  of  the  E*ids;  for  Bede  and  Adamnanus  inform  us,  tbatfoon 
after  the  arrival  of  St.  Columba  in  their  couutry,  Brudeus,  a  I^^fh  monarch,  made 
the  faint  a  prefent  of  the  celebrated  ifland  of  Jona  *. 

But  neither  the  holy  men  of  this  ifland,  nor  the  natives  of  the  reft  of  the  Hebrides, 
enjoyed  a  permanent  repofe  after  this  event. 

The  firft  invafion  of  the  Danes  does  not  feem  to  be  eafily  afcertained  :  it  appears 
that  they  ravaged  Ireland,  and  the  ifle  of  Rathry,  as  early  as  the  year  735.  In  the  fol- 
lowing century  their  expeditions  became  more  frequent :  Harold  Harfeger,  or  the 
Light-haired,  purfued  in  875  feveral  petty  princes  whom  he  had  expelled  out  of  Nor- 
way, who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Hebrides,  and  molefted  his  dominions  by  perpetiial 
defcents  from  thofe  iflands.  He  feems  to  have  made  a  rapid  conqued  :  he  gained  as 
many  victories  as  he  fought  battles ;  he  put  to  death  the  chief  of  the  pirates,  and  made  f 
an  indifcriminate  daughter  of  their  followers.  Soon  after  his  return,  the  iflanders  re- 
poflefled  their  ancient  feats;  and  in  order  to  reprefs  their  infults,  he  fent  Ketil,  the 
Flat-nofed,  with  a  fleet  and  fome  forces  for  that  purpofe.  He  foon  reduced  them 
to  terms ;  but  made  his  viftories  fubfervient  to  his  own  ambition  j  he  made  alliances 
vith  the  Reguli  he  had  fubdued ;  he  formed  intermarriages,  and  confirmed  to  them 
thdr  old  dominions.  This  eSefled,  he  fent  back  the  fleet  to  Harold,  openly  declared 
Mmfelf  independent,  made  himfelf  prince  of  the  Hebrides,  and  caufed  them  to  acknow- 

*  Bcdc,  Ub.  iikc.  IT.    Adamnaout  Tit.  Columbx,  lib.  u.  c.  10,  and  28.  t'Toifseiu,  10. 

3  ledge 

Digitized  b,  Google 


PENNANT  8    SECOND    TOVR    IN    SCOTLAND*        '  ^/J, 

ledge  him  as  filch  by  the  payment  of  tribute,  and  the  badt,'es  of  vaffalage".  Ketil  re- 
mained durii^  life  niafter  of  the  iflands,  and  his  fubje^  appear  to  have  been  a  warlike 
fet  of  freeboorers,  ready  to  join  with  any  adventurers,  'Ihus^when  Eric,  fon  of  Harold 
Harfager,  after  being  driven  out  of  his  own  country,  made  an  invafion  of  England,  he 
put  with  hi<  fleet  into  the  Hebrides,  received  a"  large  reinforcement  of  people,  fired  with 
the  hopes  of  prey,  and  then  proceeded  on  his  plan  of  rapine  f.  After  llic  death  of 
Ketil.  a  kingdom  was  in  after-times  compofed  out  of  them,  which  from  the  refiJence  of 
ihe  little  monarch  in  the  ifle  of  Man,  was  flited  that  of  Man  {.  The  iflands  became 
tributary  to  that  of  Norway  ^  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  princes  were  fent  from 
ihence  II  to  govern  ;  but  at  length  they  again  fhook  off  the  yoke.  \V'hetlier  the  little 
potentates  ruled  independent,  or  whether  they  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of 
the  Scottifh  monarchs,  does  not  clearly  appear  ;  but  ills  reafonable  to  fuppofe  the  laft, 
as  Donald-bane  is  accufed  of  making  the  Hebrides  the  price  of  the  afliftancegivep  him 
by  the  Norwegians  againft  his  own  fubjefts.  Notwithllanding  they  might  occafionally 
feek  theproleftinn  of  Scotland,  yet  they  never  werewiihout  princes  of  their  own  :  from 
the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Man  ••  we  learn  that  they  had  a  fuccellion. 

In  1 089  is  an  evident  proof  of  the  independency  of  the  iflanders  on  Norway ;  for  on 
the  death  of  Lagman,  one  of  their  monarchs,  they  fent  a  deputation  to  0*Brian,  King 
of  Ireland,  to  requeft  a  regent  of  royal  blood  to  govern  them  during  the  minority  of 
their  young  prince.  They  probably  might  in  turn  compliment  in  fbme  other  refpefts 
{heir  Scottifh  neighbours :  the  iflanders  mud  have  given  them  fome  pretence  to  fove- 
reignty,  for,  " »   -  _ 

In  1093,  Donald-bane,  King  of  Scotland,  calls  in  the  afllflance  of  Magnns,  the  Bare- 
footed, King  of  Norway,  and  bribes  him  with  a  promife  of  all  the  jflands  ft :  Magnus 
accepts  the  terms,  but  at  the  fame  time  boads  that  he  does  not  come  to  invade  the  ter- 
ritories of  others,  but  only  to  refume  the  ancient  rights  of  Norway.  His  conquefts  are 
rapid  and  complete,  for  befides  the  iflands,  byaningeniousfraud|J,  he  addsCantyre  to 
his  dominions. 

The  Hebrides  continued  governed  by  a  prince  dependent  on  Norway,  i  fpecies  of 
viceroy  appointed  by  that  court,  and  who  paid,  on  afluming  the  dignity,  ten  marks  of 
gold,  and  never  tnade  any  other  pecuniary  acknowledgement  during  life ;  but  if  another 
viceroy  was  appointed,  the  fame  fum  was  exdfled  from  him  §§.  Thefe  viceroys  were 
fomctimes  Norwegians,  fometimes  natives  of  the  ifles.  In  1097  wetind  that  Magnus  |||| 
deputes  a  nobleman,  of  the  name  of  Ingemund :  in  after-times  we  learn  that  natives 
were  appointed  to  that  high  office  j  yet  they  feem  at  times  lo  have  fhaken  off  their  in- 
dependency, and  to  have  afTumed  the  title  of  king.  Thus  in  1206  we  Bnd^  l^ing  John 
gives  to  his  brother  monarch  Reginald,  king  of  the  ifles,  a  fafe  condu^  ;  and  in  fix 
years  after,  that  Reginald  fwears  fidelity  to  our  monarch,  and  becomes  his  liege>-man. 
It  is  probable  they  fuited  their  allegiance  to  their  conveniency  ;  acknowledging  the  fu- 
periority  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Norway,  according  to  the  neceflity  of  the  times. 
Thus  were  the  Hebrides  governed,  from  the  conqueft,  by  Magnus  till  the  year  1263, 
when  Acho,  or  Haquin,  King.of  Norway,  by  an  unfortunate  invalion  of  Scotland,  ter- 
minating  in  his  defeat  at  Largs,  fo  weakened  the  powers  of  his  kingdom,  that  his  fuc- 
cedor,  Magnus  IV.,  was  content  in  1 266  to  make  a  ceflion  of  the  iflands  to  Atexaii- 
der  III.  i  but  not  without  llipubting  for  the  payment  of  a  targe  fum,  and  of  a  tribute 

jj  Hift.  NormannoTUiii,  p.  icoo. 
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of  a  hundred  marks  for  ever,  which  bore  the  name  of  the  annual  of  Norway.  Ampfe 
provifion  was  alfo  made  by  Magnus  in  the  fame  treaty,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights 
and  properties  of  his  Norwegian  fubjtfts  who  chofe  to  continue  in  the  ifles,  where  many 
of  their  poftcrity  remain  to  this  day. 

Notwilhftanding  this  revoUition,  Scotland  fccms  to  have  received  no  real  acquifition 
of  ftrength  :  the  iflands  ftill  remained  governed  by  powerful  chieftains,  the  defcendants  of 
Somerled,  thane  of  Hcregaidcl,  or  Argylc,  who,  marrying  the  daughter  of  Olave,  King 
of  Man,  left  a  divided  dominion  to  his  fons  Duj;al  and  Reginald  :  from  the  firft  were 
defcended  the  Mac-dougals  of  Lorn ;  from  the  U(t  the  powerful  clan  of  the  Mac-donalds. 
The  lordftiip  of  Argyie  with  Mull,  and  the  iflands  north  of  it,  fell  to  the  ftiare  of  the 
firft ;  Hay,  Cantyre,  and  the  fouthem  ifles  were  the  portion  of  the  laft  :  a  divifion  that 
formed  the  diftinftion  of  the  Sudereys  and  Nordereys,  wliich  will  be  farther  noticed  in 
the  account  of  Jona. 

Thefe  chieftains  were  the  fcourges  of  the  kingdom  :  they  are  known  in  hiftory  but 
as  the  devaftations  of  a  temped  ;  for  their  paths  were  marked  with  the  moft  barbarous 
defolation.  Encouraged  by  their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  royalty,  and  the  turbulence 
of  the  times,  which  gave  their  monarhs  full  employ,  they  exerdfed  a  regal  power,  and 
often  affumed  the  title  j  but  are  more  generally  known  in  hiftory  by  the  ftile  of  the 
Lords  of  the  ifl_es,  or  the  Earls  of  Rofs ;  and  fometimes  by  that  of  the  great  Mac-donald. 

Hiftorians  are  filent  about  their  proceedings,  from  tlie  retreat  of  ihe  Danes,  in  1263, 
till  that  of  1335,  when  John,  lord  of  the  ifles,  withdrew  his  allegiance  •.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  century  hia  fucceflbrs  were  fo  independent,  that  Henry  IV.  f  fent 
two  ambafladors,  in  the  years  1405  and  1408,  to  form  an  alliance  with  the  brothers 
Donald  and  John :  this  encouraged  them  to  commit  frefli  hoftilities  againft  their  natural 
prince.  Donald,  under  pretence  of  a  claim  to  the  earldom  of  Rofs,  invaded  and  made 
aconqueft  of  that  country  ;  but  penetrating  as  far  as  the  Ihire  of  Aberdeen,  after  a 
fierce  but  undecifive  battle  with  the  royal  party,  thought  proper  to  retire,  and  in  a 
little  time  to  fwear  allegiance  to  his  monarch  J,  James  I.  But  he  was  permitted  to- 
retain  the  county  of  Rofs,  and  alfume  the  title  of  earl.  His  fucceflbr,  Alexander,  at 
the  head  of  ten  thoufand  men,  attacked  and  burnt  Invernefs;  at  length,  terrified  with 
the  preparations  made  againft  him,  fell  at  the  royal  feet,  and  obtained  pvdon  as  to  life," 
but  was  committed  to  ftrift  confinement. 

Hiskinfman  and  deputy,  Donald  Balloch,  refenting  the  imprifonment  of  his  chieftain, 
excited  another  rebellion,  and  deftroyed  the  country  with  fire  and  fword;  but  on  his 
Sight  was  taken  and  put'  to  death  by  an  Irifli  chieftain,  with  whom  he  fought  pro- 
tedion. 

Thefe  barbarous  inroads  were  very  frequent  with  a  fet  of  banditti,  who  had  no  other 
motive  in  war  but  the  infamous  inducement  of  plunder.  In  p  251  we  fee  their  cruel 
invafion  of  the  fliire  of  Lenox,  and  the  horrible  malTacre  in  confequence. 

In  the  reign  of  James  II.,  in  the  year  1461,  Donald,  another  petty  tyrant,  and  Earl 
of  Rofs,  and  lord  of  the  ifles,  renewed  the  pretence  of  independency,  furprifed  the  caftle 
of  Invemefs,  forced  his  way  as  far  zs  Athoi,  obliged  the  Earl  and  Countefs,  with  the 
principal  inhabitants,  to  feek  refuge  in  the  church  of  St.  Bridget,  in  hopes  of  finding 
fecurity  from  his  cruelty  by  the  fandity  of  the  place ;  but  the  barbarian  and  his  foU 
lowers  fet  fire  to  the  church,  put  the  ecclefiaftics  to  the  fword,  and,  with  a  great  booty, 
carried  the  Earl  and  Countefs  prifoners  to  his  caftle  of  Claig,  in  the  ifland  of  Hay  5 .  la 

*  BiichanaRf  lib.  ix.  c.  13.  i  Bocth.  lib.  svi.  j^i. 

:|-  ftjmci'i  Fscdeia,  Tili.  418.  517.   .  J  Buchanan,  lib.  xii.  c.  19. 
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a  fecond  expedition,  ioimediately  following  the  firft,  he  fiiflFered  the  penalty  of  his  im- 
piety ;  a  tempeft  overtook  him,  and  overwhelmed  moft  of  his  aflbciates,  and  he  efcap- 
ing  to  Invemefs,  periflied  by  the  hands  of  an  Irilh  harper*  :  his  furviving  followers 
returned  to  Hay,  conveyed  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Athol  to  the  fanftuary  they  had 
violated,  and  expiated  their  crime  by  refloring  the  plunder,  and  making  large  donations 
lo  the  fhrine  of  the  offended  faint. 

-  John,  fucceffor  to  the  hd  Karl  of  R'ofs,  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Edward  IV.  f, 
fent  ambaffadors  to  the  court  of  England,  where  Edward  empowered  the  Bilhop  of 
Durham,  and  Earl  of  Worcefler,  the  prior  oi  St.  John's  of  Jerufalem,  and  John  Lord 
Wenlockto  conclude  a  treaty  with  hipi,  another  Donald  Balloch,  and  his  fon  and  heir 
John.  They  agreed  to  fervc  the  kingwith  all  their  power,  and  to  become  his  fubjeAs  i 
the  Earl  was  to  have  a  himdred  marks  fterling  for  life  in  time  of  peace,  and  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  time  of  war;  and  thefe  ifland  allies,  in  cafe  of  the  conqueH  of  Scotland, 
were  to  have  confirmed  to  them  all  the  poffeffions  to  the  north  Of  the  Scoftifh  fea ;  and 
in  cafe  of  a  truce  with  the  Scoltifli  monarch,  they  were  to  be  included  in  it  J.  But  ' 
about  the  year  i476,Edward,from  a  change  of  politics,  courted  the  alliance  of  JamesIlL, 
and  dropt  his  new  allies.  James,  determined  to  fubdue  this  rebellious  race,  fent  againft 
them  a  powerful  army,  under  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and  took  leave  of  him  with  this  good 
wifli,  "  Furth,  fortune,  and  fil  the  fetters  ;'*  as  much  as  to  fay,  "  Go  forth,  be  fortu- 
nate, and  bring  home  many  captives ;"  which  the  family  of  Athol  have  ufed  ever  fince 
for  its  motto.  Rofs  was  terrified  into  fubmiffion,  obtained  his  pardon,  but  was  deprived 
of  his  earldom,  which  by  zGt  of  parliament  was  then  declared  unalienably^  annexed  to 
the  crown  ;  at  the  fame  time  the  king  reftored  to  him  Knapdale  and  Cantyre§,  which 
the  Earl  had  refrgned,  and  invefted  him  anew  with  the  lordlhip  of  the  ifles,  to  hold- 
them  of  the  king  by  fervice  and  relief  |[. 

Thus  the  great  power  of  the  ifles  was  broken  j  yet  for  a  confiderable  time  after,  the 
petty  chieftains  were  continually  breaking  out  into  fmall  rebellions,  or  harraffed  each 
other  in  private  wars;  and  tyranny  feems- but  to  have  been  multiplied.  James  Vi 
found  it  neceflary  to  make  the  voyage  of  the  ifles  in  penon  in  1536  ;  feized  and  brought 
away  with  him  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  leaders,  and  obliged  them  to  find  fecu- 
rity  for  their  own  good  behaviour,  and  that  of  their  vaffals.  The  names  of  thefe  chief- 
tains were  (according  to  Lindefay  *')  Mydyart,  Mac-connel,  Mac-Ioyd  of  the  Lewis, 
Mac-niel,  Mac-lane,  Mac-intofh,  John  Mudyart,  Mac-kay,  Mac-kenzic,  and  many 
others  ;  but  by  the  names  of  fome  of  the  above,  there  feem  to  have  been  continental 
as  well  as  infular  malecontents.  He  examined  the  titles  of  their  holdings,  and  finding , 
feveral  to  have  been  ufurped,  re-united  their  lands  to  the  crown.  In  the  fame  voyage 
he  had  the  glory  of  caufing  furveys  to  be  taken  of  the  coalls  of  Scotland,  and  of  the 
iflands,  by  his  pilot,  Alexander  Lindefay  ;  which  were  publilhed  in  1583,  at  Paris,  by 
Nicholas  de  Nicholay,  geographer  to  the  French  monarch  ff. 

The  troubles  that  fucceed  the  death  of  James  occafioned  a  negleft  of  thefe  infutated- 
parts  of  the  Scottilh dominions,  and  left  them  in  a  (late;  of  anarchy  :  in  1614,  the  Mac-- 
donalds  made  a  formidable  infurreflion,  oppugning  the  royal  grant  of  Cantyre  to  the 
Earl  of  Argyle  and  his  relations  IJ.  The  petty  chieftains  continued  in  a  fort  of  rebel-  - 
lion,  and  the  fword  of  the  greater,  as  ufual  in  weak  government,  was  employed  agaiiilt 

•  Holirfted  Hill.  Scot.  279. 

f  For  the  Take  of  making  a  divcrlian  in  their  favour,  both  Edward  111.  and  Henry  IV.  condefccndtd 
to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  ihefe  Reguli. 

}  H^m.  Fjed.  ii.  483,434.  S  Boet.  Hift.  Scot.  app.  393.  R  Holinftied  Chr.  Scot.  28J. 

■*  F.  ijt.  It  Br.  Topograph.  617.  H  Feud*  of  ibe  clanj,  99,  JJiogr.EritsD.  II.  1 141. 
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them ;  the  encouragement  and  proteftion  given  by  them  to"  pirates,  employed  the 
power  of  the  Campells  during  the  reign  of  James  VI.  and  the  beginning  of  that  of 
Charles  I.  • 

But  the  turbulent  fpirit  of  old  times  continued  even  to  the  prefent  age.     The  beads 


dant  near  the  fhores  with  tracts  of  com  :  advance  towards  upper  Knapd^le,  ruggid  and 
alpine  :  am  told  of  a  dangerous  rock  in  the  middle  of  a  channel.  About  one  o'clock 
of  June  30,  receive  notice  of  getting  into  the  harbour  of  the  fmall  ifles  of  Jura,  by  the 
TcflePs  touching  ground  in  the  entrance.  On  the  appearance  of  daylight  find  our- 
ielves  at  anchor  in  three  fathom  and  a  half  of  water,  in  a  mod  piclurefque  bay, 
bounded  on  the  we(V  by  the  ifle  of  Jura,  with  the  paps  overfhadowing  us  ;  and  to  the 
ead  feveral  little  illands  cloathed  with  heath,  leaving  narrow  admiffions  into  the  port  at 
North  and  South  :  in  the  maps  this  is  called  the  bay  of  Meil. 

Land  on  the  greater  ifle,  which  is  high  and  rocky.     A  bi  len  and 

children  croffes  over  from  Jura,  to  co  leQ.  their  daily  wr^tcl  d  perri- 

locks,  very  motion, 

ind,  is  foo  horfes: 

ht  on  the  I  ind  the 

niles  to  An  of  Mr. 

toned  to  be  about  thirty-four  miles 
found  of  Hay  :  is  compofed  chleliy  uf 
:y  of  cultivation.  Some  of  the  tonrh, 
able :  as  is  natural  to  be  fuppofed,  t'lis 
c  feven  or  tiglit  hundred  inhabitans  ; 
ations. 

lie  Ma>rainep :  but  it  feems  to  have 
Dohald^f  Caiiryre,  Mac-guilUyue  of 
:-dui^e  of  Colon  lay  wure  the  proprie-  '• 

•  In  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  century  the  iflanders  were  conlfmiallj-  harrafling  Ireland  with  their  plun. 
deriof  invafions  t  or  landing  there  to  Jupport  reheilinns  :  at  length  it  was  mude  trcafon  to  recene'there 
Hebriilian  Pedfhanfcs.  an  they  were  flyled.     Camden  II.  i^^-j. 

-f-'Tbe  ad  forabotilhing  hqritableJuTi(diAioii>,  &c.  J  Dean  of  (he  iflet. 
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tors  :  Mac-lean  of  Mull  haJ  alfo  a  fliare  in  1586.  At  prefent  Mr.  Campbell  by  pur- 
chafe  from  Mr.  Campbell  of  Shawfield  ;  Mr.  Mac-neile  of  Colonfay,  Mr.  Campbell 
of  Shawfield  ;  and  the  Dii:,.e  of  Argyle  divide  ibis  mafs  of  weather-beaten  barrennefs 
among  them. 

In  1607  Jura  was  included  in  the  lordfhip  of  Cantyre,  by  charter^ dated  the  laft  of 
May,  then  granted  to  Archibald  Earl  of  Argyle. 

The  produce  is  ab6ut  three  or  four  hundred  head  of  cattle,  fold  annually  at  3I.  each, 
to  graziers  who  come  for  them.  About  a  hundred  horfes  are  alfo  fold  annually  :  here 
are  a  few  fheep  with  fleeces  of  moft  excellent  finenefs,  and  numbers  of  goats.  In  good 
feafons  fufficient  bear  and  oats  are  raifed  as  will  maintain  the  inhabitants  :  but  they 
fometimes  want,  I  fuppofe  from  the  converfion  of  their  grain  into  whifky. '  But  the 
chief  food  of  th«  common  people  is  potatoes  and  fifh  and  (hell  filh.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  their  competence  of  bread  is  very  fmall.  Bear  produces  four  or  five  fold  :  oats 
three  fold. 

Fern  afiies  bring  in  about  a  hundred  pounds  a  year:  about  two  hundred  tons  of , 
kelp  is  burnt  annually,  and  fold  from  3I.  los:  to  4!.  per  ton. 

Sloes  are  the  only  fruits  of  the  ifland.  An  acid  for  punch  is  made  of  the  berries  of 
the  mountain  afti :  and  a  kind  of  fpiric  is  alfo  diftitled  from  them. 

Neceflity  hath  inftrufled  the  inhabitants  in  the  ufe  of  native  dyes.  Thus  the  juice  of 
the  tops  of  heath  boiled  fupplies  them  with  a  yellow ;  the  roots  of  the  white  water  lily 
with  a  dark  brown.  Thofe  of  the  yellow  water  iris  with  a  black  ;  and  the  Galium 
verum,  Ru  of  the  iflanders  with  a  very  fine  red,  not  inferior  to  that  from  Madder.  . 

The  quadrupeds  of  Jura  are  about  a  hundred  ftags.  Some  wild  cats,  otters,  ftoats, 
rats  and  feals.  The  feathered  game,  black  cocks,  grous,  ptarmigans,  and  fnipes. 
The  flags  muft  have  been  once  more  numerous,  for  the  original  name  of  the  ilknd 
was  Deiry,  or  the  iJle  of  Deer,  fo  called  by  the  Norwegians  from  the  abundance  of 
thofe  noble  animals.  _  , 

The  hard  fere  of  thefe  poor  people  feems  to  have  been  no  impediment  to  the  popuIa< 
lion  of  the  ifland,  nor  yet  to  the  longevity  of  the  natives.  The  women  are  very  pro- 
lific, and  very  often  bear  twins.  The  inhabitants  live  to  a  great  age,  and  are  liable  to 
very  few  dillempers.  Men  of  ninety  work;  and  there  is  now  living  a  womaft  of 
dghty  who  can  run  down  a  fheep.  The  account  given  by  Martin  of  Gillour  Mac- 
crairi,  was  confirmed  to  me.  His  age  exceeded  that  of  either  Jenkins  or  Par  :  for  he 
kept  a  hundred  and  eighty^  chrifimaffes  in  his  own  houfe,  and  died  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  Among  the  modern  inflances  of  longevity  I  fergot  to  mention  John  Arm- 
our,  of  Campbeltown,  aged  one  hundred  and  four,  who  was  a  cockfwain  in  our  navy 
at  the  time  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht  j  and  wiihin.thefe  three  years  was  ftout  enough  to' 
go  out  a  ihooting. 

This  parifli  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  largeft  in  Great  Britian,  and  the  duty  the  moft 
iroublefome  and  dangerous :  it  confifts  of  Jura,  Colonfay,  Oranfay,  Skarba,,  and 
feveral  little  ifles  divided  by  narrow  and  dangerous  founds  ;  forming  a  length  of  not 
lefs  than  fixty  miles ;  fupplied  by  only  one  miniller  and  an  afTillant. 

Some  fuperftitions  are  obferved  here  at  this  time.  The  old  women,  when  they  un- 
dertake any  cure,  mumble  certain  rhythmica.1  incantations  j  and  like  the  ancients,,  en- 
deavour decantare  dolorem.  They  preferve  a  ftick  of  Ihe  wicken  tree,  or  mounuia 
a(h,  as  a  protection  againll  elves. 

I  had  fome  obfcure  account  here  of  a  worm,  that  in  a  lefs  pernicious  degree,  bears 

Ibme  refemblance  to  the  Furia  infemalis*  of  Linnaeus,  which  in  the  vaft  bogs  of  Kemi 

*  Faan.  Succ.  No.  1070. 
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drops  on  the  inhabitants^  eats  into- the  flofh  and  occaHons  a  mofl  excruciating  death. 
The  Filiian,  a  little  worm  of  Jura,  fmall  as  a  thread  and  not  an  inch  in  length,  like  the 
Farb,  tntinuates  itfelf  under  the  fkjn,  caufes  a  redncfs  and  groat  pain,  flies  fwiftly  from 
part  to  part ;  but  is  curable  by  a  poultice  of  checfe  and  honey. 

After  dinner  walk  down  to  the  found  of  Hay,  and  vifit  the  little  ifland  of  Fruchlan, 
near  to  the  fliore,  and  a  mile  or  two  from  the  eatlern  entrance.  On  the  top  is  a  ruined 
tower  of  a  fquare  form,  with  walls  nine  feet  thick  ;  on  the  weft  fide  the  rock  on  which 
it  ftands  is  cut  through  to  a  vaft  depth,  forming  a  fofs  over  which  had  been  the  draw 
bridge.  This  fortrefs  feemed  ae  if  intended  to  guard  the  mouth  of  the  found  ;  and 
was  alfo  the  prifon  where  the  Mac-donalds  kept  their  captives,  and  in  old  times  was 
called  the  caftle  of  Claig. 

July  I .  Ride  along  the  fliore  of  the  found  :  take  boat  at  the  ferry^  and  go  a  mile 
more  by  water  :  fee  on  the  Jura  fide  fome  fheelitis  or  fummcr  huts  for  goatherds,  who 
keep  here  a  ftockof  eighty  for  the  fake  of  the  milk  and  cheefes.  The  iaft  are  made 
without  fait,  which -they  receive  afterwards  from  the  afhes  of  fea-tang,  and  the  tang 
itfelf  which  the  natives  lap  in  it. 

Land  on  a  bank  covered  with  fheelins,  the  habitations  of  fome  peafants  who  attend 
the  herds  of  milch  cows.  Thefe  formed  a  grotefque  gro~upe ;  fome  where  oblong, 
.many  conic,  and  fo  low  that  entrance  ts  forbidden,  without  creeping  through  the  litde 
opening,  which  has  no  other  door  than  a  faggot  of  birch  twigs,  placed  there  occafionally : 
they  are  confirufled  of  branches  of  trees,  covered  with  fods  ;  the  furniture  a  bed  of 
heath,  placed  on  a  bank  of  fod  ;  two  blankets  and  ,a  rug-;  fome  dairy  veflels,  and 
above,  certain  pendant  flielves  made  of  bafket  work,  to  hold  the  cheefe,  the  produce 
of  the  fummer.  In  one  of  the  little  conic  huts,  I  fpied  a  little  infant  afleep,  under  the 
'  proteftion  of  a  faithful  dog. 

Crofs,  on  foot,  a  large  plain  of  ground,  feemmgly  improveable,  but  covered  irith  a 
'deep  heath,  and  perfe61y  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  See  the  ar£tic-gull,  a  bird  unknown  tn 
South  Britain,  which  breeds  here  on  the  ground  :  it  was  very  tame,  but,  if  difturbed, 
flew  about  like  the  lapwing,  but  with  a  more  flagging  wing.  After  a  walk  of  four 
miles,  reach  the  Paps:  left  the  lefler  to  the  fouth-eaiV,  preferring  the  afcent  of  the 
■  greateft,  for  there  are  three ;  Beinn-a-chaolois,  or,  the  mountain  of  the  found  j  Beinn- 
flieunta,  or  the  hallowed  mountain ;  and  Beinn-an-air,  or,  the  mountain  of  gold.  We 
-  began  to  fcale  the  Iaft  ;  a  talk  of  much  labour  and  difficulty  ;  b»ng  compofed  of  vaft 
Clones,  flightly  covered  with  mo0es  near  the  bafe,  but  all  above  bare,  and  uncoone&ed 
with  each  other.  The  whole  feeras  a  cairn,  the  work  of  the  fons  of  Satara  j  and  Ovid 
isight  have  caught  his  idea  from  this  hill,  had  he  feen  it. 

Affeftafle  ferunt  regnum  celelte  Giginto, 
Attaquc  congeltoi  ftruxilTe  ad  fidera  montes. 

Gain  the  top,  and  find  our  fatigues  fully  rccompenced  by  the  grandeur  of  the  profpeft 
from  this  fublime  fpot :  Jura  itfelf  afforded  a  ftupendous  fcene  of  rock,  varied  with. 
little  lakes  innumerable.  From  the  weft  fide  of  the  hill  ran  a  narrow  ftripe  of  rock, 
terminating  in  the  Tea,  called,  the  fide  of  the  old  hag.  Such- appearances  are  very 
common  in  this  ifland  and  in  Jura,  and  in  feverat  parts  of  North  Britain,  and  the 
Nonh  of  Ireland,  and  all  fuppofed  to  be  of  vulcanic  origin,  being  beds  of  lava  of 
various  breadths,  from  three  feet  to  near  feventy.  TTieir  depth  is  unknown;  and  as 
to  length,  they  run  for  miles  together,  crofs  the  founds,-and  often  appear  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fliores.  They  frequently  appear  three  or  four  feet  above  the  furfece  of  the  ground 
To  that  they  a^e  called  on  that  account  Whin-dikes,  forming  natural  dikes,  or  boundaries* 
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The  filTures  were  left  empty  from,  earlieft  times.  It  is  impoflible  to  fix  a  pa'iod  wtjen 
fome  tremendous  vulcanic  eruption  happened,  like  that  of  late  years  infefted  Iceland, 
with  fuch  fatal  effefts,  and  filled  every  chafm  and  every,  channel  with  the  liquid  lava. 
SucLa  ftream  poured  itfelf  into  thefe  fiffures,  that  cooled  and  confolidated  ;  and  remains 
evident  proofs  of  the  fliare  which  fire  had  in  caufing  the  wondrous  appearances  we  fo 
frequently  meet  with,  and  fo  greatly  admire.  In  a  certain  bay  in  the  ifie  of  Mull,  ttiere 
remains  a  fiffuce  which  cfcaped  receiving  the  fiery  ftream.  The  fides  are  of  granite  :- 
the  width  only  nine  or  ten  feet ;  the  depth  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  twenty.  It 
ranges  N.  by  W.  and  S.  by  E.  to  a  nH  extent  :  and  appears  againft  a  correfpondent 
fifl'ure  on  the  oppbfite  ftiore.  In  the  Ph.  Tranf.  tab.  iv.  is  a  view  of  this  tremendous 
gap:  together  with  the  two  {tones  which  have  accidenrally  fell,  and  remained  hitched 
near  the  top  of  the  northern  extremity.  Thefe  and  numbers  of  other  vulcanic  curio- 
fiiies  in  the  Hebrides,  are  well  described  by  Abraham  Mills,  Efq.  of  Macclesfield, 
who  in  1783  vifited  feveral  of  the  iflands,  and  in  the  Ixxxth  vol.  of  the  Ph.  Tranf.  has, 
favoured  the  public  with  his  ingenious  remarks.  To  the  fouih  appeared  Hay,  extended 
like  a  map  beneath  us  ;  and  beyond  that,  the  north  of  Ireland  ;  to  the  weft,  Gighaand 
Car,  Canlrye  apd  Arrsin,  and  the  Tinh  of  Clyde,  bounded  by  Airftiire  ;  an  amazing 
trad  of  mountains  to  the  N  E.  as  far  as  Ben-lomo^d ;  Skarba  finiftied  the  northern 
view  ;  and  over  the  Weftern  Ocean  were  fcaitered  Colonray  and  Oranfay,  Mull,  Jona,. 
and  its  neighbouring  groupe  of  ifles  j  and  ftill  further  the  long  extents  of  Tirey  and  Cot 
juft  af^arent. 

On  the  fummit  are  feveral  lofty  cairns,  not  the  work  of  devotiqn,  but  idle  herds,  01^ 
curious  travellers.  Even  thifi  vaft  heap  of  ftones  was  not  uninhabited  :  a  hind  p^ed. 
along  the  fides  full  fpced,  and  a  brace  of  ptarmigans  often  favoured  us  with  their  ap- 
pearance, even  near  the  fummit. 

The  other  paps  are  feen  very  diftinftly  :  each  Inferior  in  height  to  this,  but  of  all  the 
fame  figure,  perfeSly  mamillary.  Mr.  Banks  and  his  friends  mounted  that  to  the 
fouth,  and  found  the  ha'ght  to  be  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  feet :  but 
Beinn  an.^ir  far  over-topped  it ;  fcated  on  the  pinnacle,  the  depth  below  w^  .tremend- 
ous on  every  fide. 

The  ftones  of  this  mountain  are  white  (a  few  red)  quartzy  and  compofed  of  fmall 
^ins;  but  fome  are  brecciated,  or  filled  with  cryftalline  kernels,  of  an  ainethyftine 
colour.  The  other  ftones  of  the  iftand  that  fell  under  my  obfervation,  were  a  cinereous 
Hate,  veined  with  red,  and  ufed  here  as  a  whet  ftone :  a  micaceous  fand  ftone ;  and 
between  the  fmall  iftes  and  Ardefin,  abundance  of  a  quartzy  micaceous  rock-Qone. 
■  Return  by  the  lame  road,  crofs  the  Sound,  and  not  finding  the  veftei  arrived,  apt. 
moft  hofpitably  received  by  Mr.  Freebairn,  of  Freeport,  near  Port-aikaigj  his  refideofie- 

■  on  the  fouthem  fide  of  the  water,  in  the  illipd  of  Hay. 

July  2.  Walk  into  the  interior  partsti  on  the  way  fee  abundance  of  rock  and  pk- 
marlei  convertible  into  the  beft  of  manures.  Vifit  the  mines,  carried  on  ynder  the  di- 
re£tions  o£  Mr.  Freebairn,  fmee  the  year  1763  ;  the  ore  isof  lead,  much  mixed  with 
copper,  which  occafions  expence  and  trouble  in  the  feperation  ;  the  veins  jife  to  tlie 
furfiice,  have  been  worked  at  intervals  for  ages,  and  probably  ia  thp  *ime  of  the  fJor- 
wegians,  a  nationdf  flfpwrs.  The  old  adventurers  worked  by  trenching,  which  is  ap- 
par^t  every  where  :  the  trenches  are  not  above  fix  feet  deep  ;  and  the  yejns  which-  ' 
opened  into  them  not  above  five  or  fix  inches  thick  ;  yet,  by  means  of  fome  inftni.  • 
ment,  unkno\*n  to  us  at  prefpnt,  they  picked  or  fcooped  out  the  ore  with  good  fuccefs, 

,  following  it  in  that  narrow  fpace  to  the  length  of  four  feet. 
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Thevdnsare  of  various  thicknefles;,  the  firings  nomerous,  condu&ing  to  large 
bodies,  but  qiuckly  ezhauded.  The  lead-ore  is  good :  the  copper  yields  uiirty-three 
poundS'  pelr  hundred  }  and  forty  ounces  of  filver  from  a  Ion  ot  the  metal.  The  lead 
ere  is  fmelted  in  an  air-furnace,  near  Freeport ;  and  as  much  fold  in  the  [»g,  as  finee 
the  firfl  undertaking  by  this  gentleman,  has  brought  in  fix  thoufand  pounds. 

Not  far  from  thefe  mines  are  vaft  ftrata  of  that  fpecies  of  iron  auled  bog-ore,  of  the 
concreted  kind  :  beneath  that  large  quantities  of  vitriolic  mundic. 

On  the  top  of  a  hill,  at  feme  little  diftance,  are  fome  rocks,  with  great  viena  of  emery 
running  in  the  midft,  in  a  horizontaj  dire&ion,  and  from  one  to  three  feet  thick. 

A  finall  quantity  of  quickfilver  has  been  found  in  the  moors,  which  ought  to  encou- 
rage a  farther  fearch. 

Coniinuethe  walk  to  the  ndghbouring  hill  of  Dun-Bhorairaig :  on  the  fummit  is  a 
Danifli  fort,  of  a  circular  form,  at  prefeftt  about  fourteen  feet  high,  formed  of  excellent 
Hiafonry,  but  without  mortar :  the  walls  are  twelve  feet  thick ;  and  within  their  very 
thicknefs  is  a  gallery,  extending  all  around,  the  cafeme  for  the  garrilbn,  or  the  place 
where  the  arras  were  lodged  fecure  from  wet.  The  entrance  is  low,  covered  ac  top  with 
great  flat  ftone,  and  on  each  fide  isahollow,  probably  intended  for  guard-rooms;  the 
mfide  of  the  fort  is  a  circular  area,  of  fifty-two  feet  diameter,  with  a  ftone  feat  running 
all  round  the  bottom  of  the  wall,  about  two  feet  high,  where  might  have  been  a  general 
refling-ptace  of  chieftains  and  foldiers. 

On  the  ouliide  of  the  fort,  is  another  work,  under  which  is  the  veftige  of  a  (td)tei> 
nneous  palTage  conducing  into  it,  a  fort  of  fally  port.  Round  the  whole  of  this  an- 
cient fortrefs  is  a  deep  fufs.  Three  of  thefe  forts  are  generally  within  fight,  fo  that  in 
cafe  of  any  attempt  niade  on  any  one,  a  fpeedy  alarm  might  be  given  to  the  otheis. 
£ach  was  the  centre  of  a  fmall  diflri£t ;  and  to  them  the  inhabitants  might  repair  for 
flielter  in  cafe  of  any  attack  by  the  enemy :  the  notice  was  given  from  the  fort,  at  night 
by  the  light  of  a  torch,  in  the  day  by  the  found  of  trumpet :  an  inflrument  celebrated 
among  the  Danes,  fometimes  made  of  brafs,  fometimes  of  horn*.  The  northern 
Sards  fpeak  hyperbolically  of  the  effe£t  of  the  blafl  blown  by  the  mouth  of  the  heroes. 
The  great  Roland  caufed  his  trumpet  OEvantf  to  be  heard  twenty  miles,  and  by  the 
found  fcattered  about  the  very  brains  of  one  of  his  hearers. 

Return,  and  fee  on  the  road  fide  the  ruins  <tf  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Colomba ;  and 
near  it  an  ancient  crofs. 

July  3.  Several  gentlemen  of  the  ifland  £ivourmewith  a  vifit  •  and  offer  their  fer- 
irice  to  conduQ  me  to  whatever  was  worthy  of  attention.  Set  out,  in  their  company,. 
on  horfeback,  and  ride  fouth,  crofSng  the  country ;  find  the  roads  excellent,  but  the 
country  quite  open ;  and  too  much  good  land  in  a  Aate  of  nature,  covered  with  heath, 
but  mixed  with  plenty  of  natural  herbage.  See  fome  Hunted  woods  of  birch  and  hazels, 
eiving  fhetter  to  black  game.  On  Inuriconaxt,  or  the  plain  ridge,  are  the  vefliges  of 
Jome  butts,  where  the  great  Mac-donald  exerdfed  his  men  at  archery.  Reach  aiul 
dine  at  Kilarow,  a  village  feated  on  Loch-in-daal,  a  vaft  bay,  that  penetrates  very  deeply 
into  the  ifland.  Opponte  Bomore,  fhips  of  three  hundred  tons  may  ride  with  fafety : 
frhtch  renders  it  a  very  conveiuent  retreat.. 

.  Near  Kilarow  is  the  feat  of  the  proprietor  of  the  ifiaad.    In  lie  church  yard  is  now 
proftrate  a  curious  column,  perba|»  the  Ihaft  of  a  cro&>  for  the  top  is  broken  off}  and 

•  Womui  Moleum,  ,^178.    Bmte'i  Nat.  Hift.  lKlaad>  197.    Smitk'i  Hiil.  Corfe,  ii.  404. 
t  WorBiiMm.  Dan,  3B1. 
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near  it     a  flat  ftone,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  the  probable  pedeftal.     The  flgures  atul 
inrcriptioDS  are  faithfully  exprelTed  in  the  plate  given.by  Mr.  Pennant. 

The  two  mod  remarkable  grave-ftones  are,  one  of  a  warrior,  in  a  clofe  veft  and 
ileeves,  with  a  fort  of  phillebeg  reaching  to  his  knees,  and  the  covering  of  his  head  of 
a  conic  form,  like  the  Bared  of  the  ancient  In(h  * :  a  fword  in  his  hand,  and  dirk  by  his 
fide.  The  other  has  on  it  a  great  fword ; '  a  beautiful  running  pattern  of  foilage  round 
it  i  and  a  griffin,  a  fion,  and  another  animal  at  one  end  :  near  to  them  is  a  plain  tablet, 
whether  intended  to  be  engraven,  or  whether  like  Peter  Papin,  Lord  of  Utrique,  he  was  , 
a  new  knight,  and  wanted  a  device,  muft  remain  undetermined. 

On  a  little  fiat  hill,  near  the  village,  are  the  remains  of  the  gallows :  this  was  the 
place  of  execution  in  the  days  of|the  lords  of  the  ifles.  From  hence  is  a  pretty  view 
of  the  loch,  and  the  church  and  village  of  Botnore. 

This  part  of  the  ifiand  is  in  many  places  bounded  by  a  fort  of  terrafs  near  twenty- 
two  feet  high,  entirely  formed  of  rounded  fea-worn  pebbles,  now  fome  hundred  yards 
dillant  from  the  medium  tine  between  high  and  low  water  mark  ;  and  above  twenty- 
five  yards  above  it.  This  is  another  proof  of  the  lofs  fuftatned  by  the  fea  in  the  Scot- 
tiOi  iflands  ;  which,  we  know,  makes  more  than  reprizals  in  other  places. 

Ride  along  the  head  of  the  bay  ;  at  Tralaig,  on  a  heathy  eminence  that  laces  the 
iands,  are  three  deep  hollows ;  their  infide  once  lined  with  Hone :  thefe  had  been  the 
watch-towers  of  the  natives,  to  attend  the  motions  of  any  invaders  from  the  fea. '  Ob- 
ferve  near  them  a  great  column  of  rude  {lone. 

Pafs  by  two  deep  channels,  at  prefent  dry :  thefe  had  been  the  harbour  of  the  great 
Mac-donald ;  bad  once  piers,  with  doors  to  fecure  his  flnppiog :  a  great  ironliook,  one 
of  the  hinges  having  lately  been  found  there. 

Theveffels  then  in  ufe  were  called  Birlings,  probably  corrupted  from  Bydingaf,  a 
fpecies  of  ihip  among  the  Norwegians :  but  by  the  fize  of  the  harbours,  it  is  plau  that 
the  navy  of  this  potentate  was  not  very  confiderable. 

Turn  a  little  out  of  the  road  to  fee  the  fite  of  one  of  bis  houfes,  called  KjUchoman, 
and  a  deep  glen,  which  is  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  place  where  he  kept  his  ht  cattle : 
fuch  a  conveniency  was  Very  neceflary,  as  moft  of  the  ellablilhment  of  the  great  Mac* 
donald's  houfliold  was  paid  in  kind.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ballole,  favoured  me  with  the' 
fiate  of  it  in  1542,  which  was  as  follows: 

N(H-th.Cantyre.  South  Cantyre. 

In  money,  125I.  loB.  In  money,  162I.  8  B.  48. 

Oat-meal,  388  ftones  three-quarters^  Meal,  480  ft.  2  pt. 

Malt,  4  ch.  10  bolls.  Malt,  25  ch.  14  B.  3  fir. 

Marts,  i.  e.  a  ftall-fed  03:,  6.  Marts,  48. 

Cow,  I.  Mutton,  53. 

Muttons,  41.  Cheefe,  342  ft.  three-quarters. 

Cheefe,  307  ft.  three-quarters. 

Hay  and  Reinds  {. 
Money,  45I.  id.    Meal,  2593(1:.    Marts,  301.    Mutton,  301.    Cheefe,  2i5i,  3  pt 
Geefe,  301.    Poultry,  "301. 

•  Mr.  O'Connor*!  Diir.  Hi  ft.  Ireland,  11  J.  t  Torfeui,   106. 

X  A  trad,  of  Ilay  to  the  weft  between  Kilarow  and  Sunderhnd. 
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Total  in  money,  352I.  18  B. 

6. 

■  33»  ■» 

6 

Meal,  306 1  ft.  three-quarters. 

% 

atrsB. 

366     J 

10 

Malt,  30  chal.  8  bolls,  2  fir.  a 

122     2 

6 

Marts,  356,  at  3  marks, 

553     S 

8 

Mutton,  595,  at  2  B. 

45  II 

10 

Cheefe, 

''il     2 

0 

Geefe,  301,  at  4^. 

6  -0 

4 

Poultry,  301. 

3  18 

3 

In  Scotch  money         1666    j  1 1 

Obferve,  near  this  place,  a  tra£t  quite  covered  with  clover,  fbwn  by  nature.  Pfoceed 
weft,  and  am  conduced  to  Sunderland  ",  the  feat  of Cainpell,  Efq;.  The  im- 
provements of  his  lands  arc  excellent,  and  the  grafs  To  good,  and  the  Eeldslb  clean,  as- 
to  vie  with  any  place.  Near  the  houfe,  in  a.  well-lhetteied  nook,  is  an  apple-orchard, 
which  bore  pleniifully  :  thefe,  with  ftrawberries,  are  the  fruits  of  thefe  remote  iflands  ; 
the  climate  denies  other  luxuries  of  this  nature :  and  even  In  thefe  articlesi  Pomona 
fmiles  but  where  fhe  finds  a  warm  protection. 

About  a  mile  from  the  houfe,  on  the  coaft,  feparated  from  the  land  by  a  deep  bat  dry 
chafm,  is  a  large  rock,  with  a  pretty  large  area  on  the  top:  on  it  are  vefliges  of  various   - 
liabitations,  the  retreat  of  the  ancient  natives  in  times  of  irrefiltible  invafiou  :.  here  they 
v/ere  fecure,  for  the  afcent  is  as  difficult  and  hazardous  as  nioft  I  have  undertaken. 
The  place  is  called  Burg-coul,  and  by  the  lume  refers  to  Fmgal,.  or  Fin-mac-cuil- 

Sat  up  late,  which  gave  me  opportunity  of  knowing  the  hghtnels  of  the  night  in  the 
ifland  at  this  feafon :  for  at  half  an  hour  paft  one  in  the  morning,  I  could  read  the  iinalL 
print  of  a  newfpaper. 

July  4.  Vifit  Locb-guirm,  'about  two  miles  dUlant  from.  Sunderliaad  y  a  water  o£ 
four  miles  in  circumference,  (hallow,  but  abounding  with  trout.  It  is  nipft  remarkable 
for  a  regular  fort  of  the  Mac-donald's,  placed  in  a  fmall  ifland,  but  now  in  ruins :.  the 
form  Is  fquare,  with  a  round  baftlon  at  each  corner  ;.  and  in  the  middle  ave  foine  wollsy 
the  remains  of  the  buitditigs  that  fliehered  the  garrifon  l  beneath  one  Hde,  between  the 
two  baftions,  was  the  place  where  Mac-donald  fecured  his  boats:  they  were  drawn  be- 
neath the  protection  of  the  wall  of  the  fort,  and  had  anolhen  on  their  outfide,  built  in 
the  water,  as  an  additional  fecurity.  The  Dean  of  the  iOcs  fays,  that  in  his  time  this, 
caftie  was  ufurped  by  Mac-killavne,  of  Doward. 

Dine  at  Mr.  Campbell's,  of  Balnabbi.  His  land  is  qufte  riante ;  his  paftures  m  good 
order;  and  his  people  bufily  employed  in  hay-making:  obferved  one  piece  of  good 
grafs  ground,  which  he  aflured  me  was  very  lately  covered  with  heath,  now  quite  de- 
llroyed  by  the  ufe  of  fhell-fand.  Perhaps  it  may  feem  trifling  to  mention,  that  fonie 
txcellent  nev^  potatoes  were  ferved  up  at  dinner  ;  but  this  circumftanee,  with  the  for- 
Warduefs  of  the  hay  harveft,  fliews  what  may  be  efleded  by  culture  in  this  ifland, 
when  the  tenure  is  fecure,  for  both  Sunderland  and  Balnabbi  are  proprietors. 

See,  near  the  houfe,  three  uprieht  ftones,  of  a  ftupeodous  (ize,  placed  nearly  equi- 
ditlam  ;  the  largeft  was  feveoieen  feet  high,  and  three  broad. 

'Rtqle  tyo  miles  N.  W.  to.Doun-vollan,  where  fome  high  rocks  projeft  one  behind 
the  other  into  the  fea,  with  narrow  Ifthmufes  between  :  on  the  afcent  of  each  are  flrong 
dikes,  placed  traofvcrfety,  and  a  path  leading  towards  the  top  j  and  oa  fome  parts  are 

*  Mcartlus  pUce  ii  tlK  dangerous  bay  of  Salltgo. 
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faollows,  probably  the  lodging  of  the  occupiers.  The  laft  of  thefe  rocks  terminates  In  a 
precipice  over  the  fea,  and  was  the  dernier  refort  of  the  defendants  ;  fiich  were  the  for- 
tifications of  the  barbarous  a^es :  hf  rs  were  the  affailants  fuccpfsful,  the  garrifon  had  no 
alternative  but  to  perilh  by  the  edge  of  the  fword,  or  to  precipitate  themfelves  into  the 
ocean. 

In  T^ous  parts  of  this  neighbourhood  are  fcattered  fmall  holes,  formed  in  the 
ground,  large  enough  to  holda  fiiigie  man  in  a  fitting  potlure  :  the  top  is  covered  with 
a  broad  Hone,  and  that  with  earth  :  into  thefe  unhappy  fugitives  took  ihelter  after  a  de- 
feat, and  drawing  together  fods,  found  a  temporary  concealment  from  enemies,  who  in 
early  limes  knew  not  the  giving  or  receiving  of  quarter.  The  incurfions  of  barbarians 
were  always  ftiort ;  fo  that  the  fugitives  could  eafily  fubfift  in  their  earths  till  the  dan- 
ger was  over.  Men  were  then  alniofl  in  a  ftate  of  nature  :  how  flrong  was  their  re- 
femblance  to  beaft&of  prey  !  The  whole  fcenery  of  this  place  was  unfpeakably  favage, 
and  the  inhabitants  fuitable.  Falcons  fcreamedincefTanlJy  ov-er  our  heads,  and'we  dif- 
turbed  the  eagles  perched  on  the  precipice.  ' 

Continue  clambering  among  the  rocks  impeiiding  over  the  fea,  and  fpllt  by  intervals 
intoehafnis,  narrow,  black,  and  of  aHupendDus  depth  ;  whofe  bottom  appeared  and  dif- 
appeared  according  to  the  momentary  corufcations  of  the  furious  foam  of  the  waves,  roll-' 
ing  from  the  heavy  ocean.  Prcceed  along  a  narrow  path,  furrounding  the  face  of  a 
promontory  hanging  over  the  water,  (kipping  nimbly  over  a  way  that  fear  alone  could 
make  dangerous,  laughing  at  a  bu!ky  companion  whom  the  reft  had  diftanced. 

liefcend  a  deep  tract,  and  found  part  of  our  company  (who  chofe  a  lefs  pifturefque 
road)  in  pofleffion  of  the  fine  cave  oi  Saneg-mor  :  the  entrance  was  difficult :  but  aftei; 
fbme  travel  found  the  infide  of  an  auguCt  extent  and  height ;  the  roof  folid  rock,  which 
returned  with  the  neife  o£  thunder,  the  difchai^e  of  our  mulke^s.  Within  this  cave 
was  another  ftrait  before  us,  with  a  fine  arched  entrance  :  feveral  of  the  company  had 
got  into  ir,  and"  pafling  with  their  tapers  backwards  and  forwards,  from  recefs  to  recefs, 
appeared  at  our  diftance  like  the  gliding  fpeflres  of  Shakefpeare  in  the  pit  of  Acheron. 
We  followed,  and  found  our  grotto  divided  into  numbers  of  far-winding  pafTages,  fomc- 
lime  opening  into  fine  expanfes,  again  clofmg,  for  a  long  fpace,  into  galleries,  paflable 
but  with  difficulty :  a  perfeft  fubterraneous  hibyrinth.  A  bagpiper  preceded :  at 
ames  the  whole  fpace  was  filled  with  the  found,  which  died  away  by  degrees  to  a  mere 
murmur,  and  foon  after  again  aftonifhed  us  with  the  bellowing,  according  as  the  mean- 
ders conduced  him  to,  or  from  ourfingular  flationi^> 

July  5.  Take  leave  of  the  hofpitable  family  of  Sunderland':  ride  along  a  difTerent 
road  acrofs  the  ifland  ;  pafs  by  fonie  cairns,  and  fome  ancient  fences  on  the  heaths. 
Reach  the  head  of  Loch-Druinai  d,  a  place  celebrated  for  the  battle  of  Tr  'ii-dhruinard, 
in  1598,  between  the  lord  of  the  illes,  and  Sir  Lauchlan  Mac-lean,  of  Mull :  the  laft, 
with  fifteen  hundred  men,  invaded  Hay,  with  a  view  of  ufurpingit  from  his  nephew  ; 
the  firfl  had  only  eleven  hundred,  and-  was  at  firft  obliged  to  retreat  till  he  was  joined 
by  a  hundred  and  twenty  frefh  forces  :  this  decided  the  engagement.  Sir  Lauchlan  was  ■ 
flain,  with  four-fcore  of  his  principal  kinfuien,  and  two  hundred  of  his  foldiers,  who 
lay  fiuTounding  the  body  of  their  chieftain.     A  (lone  on  the  fpot,  was  erefled  in  me- 


lory 


of  bis  fall. 


Sir  Lauchlan  confulied  a  witch,  the  oracle  of  Mull,  before  he  fet  out  on  his  expedi- 
tion i  and  received  three  pieces  of  advice :  firft,  not  to  iand  on  a  Thgrfday :  a  (lorm 
forced  him  into  difobedience.  The  fecond,  not  to  drink  of  a  certain  Tpring  :  which  he 
did  through  ignorance.  The  third,  not  to  fight  befide  Loch-druinard  :  but  this  the 
fttes  mayne  fuppofed  to  have  detennined. 
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Ride  by  Loch-finlagan,  a  narrow  piece  of  water,  celebrated  for  its  ifte,  a  principat 
residence  of  the  great  Mac^onald.  The  ruins  of  this  place  and  chapel  ftill  exift,  and 
alfu  the  flone  on  which  he  (load  when  he  was  crowned  King  of  the  i(le&  This  cuftom 
fcenis  to  have  been  common  to  the  northern  nations.  The  Danes  *  had  their  Kong- 
Itolen. 

The  ceremony,  (after  (he  new  lord  had  collefted  his  kindred  and  vaJlals)  Was  truly 
patriarchal.  After  putting  on  his  armour  his  helmetand  his  fword,  he  took  an  oath  to 
rule  as  his  ancellors  had  done  j  that  is,  to  govern  as  a  father  wouJd  his  children  :  his 
people  in  return  fwore  that  they  would  pay  the  fame  obedience  to  him  as  children  would 
theirparent.  The  dominions  of  this  potentate  about  the  year  1586  conflfted  only  of 
Hay,  Jura,  Knapdale  and  Cantyre.  So  reduced  were  they,  (ram  what  they  had  been, 
before  the  deprivation  of  the  great  Earl  of  Rofs,  in  the  reign  of  James  III. 

Near  this  is  another  little  ille,  where  he  alTembled  kis  council :  Ulan  na  Corlle,  or. 
The  ifland  of  council;  where  thirteen  judges  conftantly  fat  to  decide  differences  among 
his  fubjefls ;  and  received  for  ihdr  trouble  the  eleventh  part  of  the  value  of  the  affair 
tried  before  them  t* 

In  the  fird  ifland  v/ere  buried  the  wives  and  children  of  the  lords  of  the  ifles ;  but 
their  own  perfons  were  depofited  in  the  more  facred  ground  of  Jona. 

On  thefhoresof  the  lake  are  fome  marks  of  the  quarters  of  his  Carnauch  and  GiUi- 
glalTes,  tbe  military  of  the  iiles :  the  firft  fignifyiog  a  (Irong  man ;  the  lafl,  a  grim  look- 
ing fellow.  The  firft  were  li?bt  armed,  and  fought  with  darts  and  daggers  ;  the  lafl: 
with  Iharp  hatchets  {■  The€  are  xbe  troops  that  Shakefpeaxe  alludes  xo,  when  he 
fpeaks  of  a  Donald,  who 

from  ihe  weftwn  Ifles 
OF  Kernel  «i)4'GaIlow  glalTcB  wu  Fupplird.    ' 

Upon  the  Ihore  are  remains  (^  a  pier,  and  on  a  flone  is  cut,  A.  II.  or,  (Eneas  the 
fecond,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  iHes,  in  whofe  rdgn  it  was  founded  §.  This  proves  fuf- 
ficently  that  Mac-donald  was  not  th«r  goieral  title,  as  fome  have  imagined  :  the  mif- 
take  arofe  from  two  of  the  name  of  Donald,  who  were  tnoft  remarkable  for  the  ravages 
they  made  in  Scotland,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  Balicrf,  in  I36S,  and  that  of  James  Lin 
1 41  o.  As  the  title  is  populv  ftiU  in  the  iOes,  I  chufe  to  continue  what  is  fo  much  in 
ufe. 

Befides  ihofe  already  mentioned,  the  lords  had  a  houfe  and  chapel  at  La|;anon,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  Loch-an-daal :  a  ftrong  caftle  on  a  rock  in  the  fea,  at  Dunowaick,  at 
the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  country  i  for  diey  made  this  iflaod  their  reftdence  after  their 
expulfion  from  that  of  Man,  in  1304. 

There  is  a  tradition,  that  while  the  ifle  of  Man  was  part  of  the  kingdom  of  the  ifles, 
that  the  rents  were  for  a  time  paid  in  this  country :  thofe  in  filver  were  paid  on  a  rock- 
Aill called  Creig-a-nione,  or  the  rock  of  the  filver  rent:  the  other,  Creig-a-nairgid,  or,- 
the  rock  of  rents  in  kind.  Thefe  lie  oppofite  to  each  other,  at  the  mouth  of  a  harbour, 
on  die  fouth  fide  of  this  ifland. 

*  Steplianis  notse  in  Zax.  Gramn.  39. 

f  There  were  the  Armin  or  Tienia  heads  of  the  principal  famUict  1  who  alfo  affilled  the  lord  of  the  iflei 
with  their  advice, 
t  Camden,  141'. 
§  Bocthiui,  383.    Fordun  ftyi,  thit  the  lord  of  the  illei  had  h«re  duu  manCoan  et  Caftrum  Domano- 
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Return  to  Freeportj  and  go  on  board  my  ve&el,  now  at  anchor  on  the  Jura  fide  of 
the  found  in  White&Iane  bay. 

The  ille'of  Hay,  lila,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Erfe,  lie,  is  of  a  fquare  form,  deeply  in- 
dented on  the  foutb  by  the  great  bayof  Loch-an-daal,  divided  from  Jura,  on  the  north- 
call,  by  the  found  which  is  near  fourteen  miles  long,  and  about  one  broad.  The  tides 
the  moft  violent  and  rapid ;  the  channel  cl^r,  excepting  at  the  fouth  entrance,  where 
there  are  fome  rocks  on  the.Jura  fide. 

The  length  of  Hay,  from  the  point  of  Ruval  to  the  Mull  of  Kinoth,  is  twenty-dght 
miles ;  is  divided  into  the  parilhes  of  Kildalton,  Kilarow,  Kilchoman,  and  Kilmenie. 
The  latitude  *  of  Freeport,  55°  52'  iq'  N.  The  face  of  the  ifland  is  hUly,  but  not 
high^  the  loftieil  hills  are  Aird-inifdail,  Diur-bheitui,  and  Sgarb-bhein.  The  land  in 
many  parts  is  excellent,  but  much  of  it  is  covered  with  heath,  and  abfolutely  in  a 
ftate  of  nature. 

The  produce  is  com  of  different  kinds ;  fuch  as  bear,  which  fometimes  yields  eleven 
fold,  and  oats  fix  ibid ;  a  ruinous  didillation  prevails  here,  infomuch  that  it  is  fuppofed 
that  more  of  the  bear  is  drank  in  form  of  whilky,  than  eaten  in  the  fliape  of  bannocs. 
Wheat  has  been  raifed  with  good  fuccefs  in  an  inclofure  belonging  to  the  proprietor ; 
but  in  an  open  country  where  moll  of  the  cattle  go  at  large,  it  is  impoffible  to  cultivate 
tiiat  grain,  and  the  tenants  are  unable  to  incloTe.  Much  flax  is  raifed  here,  and  about 
3000I.  worth,  fold  out  of  the  ifland  in  yam,  which  might  be  better  manufactured  on 
the  fpot,  to  pve  employ  to  the  poor  natives. 

A  kt  of  people  wom  down  with  poverty  y  their  hatutations  fcenes  of  mifery,  made  of 
Joofe  Hones,  without  chimnies,  without  doors,  excepting  the  faggot  oppofed  to  the 
wind  at  one  or  other  of  the  apertures,  permitting  tlie  fmoke  to  efcape  through  the 
other,  in  order  to  prevent  the  pains  of  fuffocation.  The  furniture  perfectly  correfponds : 
a  pothook  hangs  from  the  middle  of  the  roof,-  with  a  pot  pendent  over  a  gratelefs  fire, 
filled  with  hre  that  may  rather  be  called  a  permiflion  to  exifl,  than  a  fupport  of  vigor- 
ous life;  the  inmates,  as  may  be  expefled,  lean,. withered,'  dulky,  and  fmoked-dned^ 
But  my  pi£ture  is  not  of  Uiis  ifland  only. 

Notwithdanding  the  excellency  of  the  land,  above  a  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
meal  is  annually  imported,  a  famine  threatened  at  thb  time,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
feafonable  arrival  of  a  meat  fiiip ;  and  die  inhabitants,  like  the  fons  of  Jacob  of  old, 
flocked  down  to  buy  food. 

Ale  is  frequently  nude  in  this  ifland  of  the  young  tops  of  heath,  mining  two  thirds 
of  that  plant  with  one-  of  malt,  fometimes  adding  hops^  Boethius  relates  that  this  liiquor 
was  much  ufed  among  the  m3s,  but  when  that  nation  was  extirpated  by  the  Scots,  the 
fecret  of  making  it  perilhed  with  them  f. 

The  country  bleft  with  fine  manures ;  befides  fea-wrack,  coral,  fhelUfand,  rock  and 
pit  marie,  it  poQefles  a  trzfk  of  thirty- fix  fquare  miles  of  limeltone.  Wlut  treafures, 
if  properly  applied,  to  bring  wealth  and  plenty  into  the  iiland. 

Numbers  of  cattle  are  bred  here,  and  about  feventeen  hundred-are  annually  exported 
at  the  price  of  fifty  Ihillings  each.  The  ifland  is  often  overllocked,  and  numbers  die 
in  March  for  want  of  fodder.  None  but  milch  cows  are  houfed ;  cattle  of  all  other 
kinds,  except  the  faddle-horfes,  run  out  during  winter. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  computed  to  be  between  feven  and  eight  thoufand.  - 
About  feven  hundred  are  empkiyed  in  the  mines  and  in  the  filhery ;  the  reft  are 

*  I  am  gmtly  indebuA  to  Dr.  LituI  for  ibe  true  htrtode  t  >i>d  for  a  beautiful  map  of  the  ifle  from' 
ulucb  I  Ukc  mj  neafiiKmcKU.  t  i>c(cr.  Kcgni  Scolorum. 
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f^cjulcmen-farmers,  fubtenants  or  fervants.    The  women  fpiii.     Few  as  yet  have  ml- 
j;ratcd. 

The  fervants  arc  paid  in  kind  ;  the  fixth  part  of  the  crop.  They  have  houfes  gratis: 
the  mafter  gives  ihciu  the  feed  for  ihe  fird  year,  and  lends  them  horfes  to  plough  an- 
nually the  land  annexed. 

The  air  is  lefs  healthy  than  that  of  Jura  :  the  prefent  epidemical  dlfeafes  are  dropfies 
anJ  cancers  ;  the  natural  effcfts  of  bad  food. 

The  quadrupeds  of  this  illand  are  (loats,  weafels,  otters,  and  hares:  the  laft  fmall, 
dark- coloured,  and  bad  runners.  The  birds  are  eagles,  peregrine  falcons,  black  anA 
red  game,  and  a  very  few  ptarmigans.  Red  brealled  goofandcrs  breed  on  the  (hore 
among  the  loofe  (loncs,  wild  geefe  in  the  moors.  Herons  in  the  iHand  in  I.och-guirm. 
The  fifli  are  plaife,  fmeardab,  large  dabs,  mullets,  ballan,  lump-fyh,  black  goby, 
greater  dragonet,. and  that  rare  fiflithe  Lepadogafter  of  M.  Gouan. 

Vipers  fwarm  in  the  heath ;  the  natives  retain  the  vulgar  error  of  their  flinging 
with  their  forked  tongues  j  that  a  fword  on  which  the  poifon  has  fallen  will  hifs  ia 
water  like  a  red  hot  iron;  and  that  a  poultice  of  human  ordure  is  an  infallible  cure 
for  the  bite. 

In  this  ifland  feverai  antient  diverfions  and  fuperflitlons  are  ftiJl  preforved  j  the 
lad  indeed  arc  almolt  extintl,  or  at  nioft  lurk  only  among  the  very  meaneft  of  the 
'  people. 

The  late  wakes  or  funerals,  like  thofe  of  the  Romans,  were  attended  with  fports  and 
dramatic  entertainments,  compofed  of  many  parts,  and  the  aftors  often  changed  their 
drefles  fuitable  to  their  chara£iers.  The  fubjeft  of  the  drama  was  hiiloj-ical  and  pre- 
fi;rved  by  memory. 

The  adive  fports  are  wretlling^  Anolher  is  performed  hy  ju^mping  on  a  pole  held 
np  horizontally  by  two  men ;  the  performer  Jights  on  his  knees,  lakes  hold  with  both 
hands,  bends  and  kiiTes  it,  and  then  fprinj;s  oil.  He  who  fucceeds  ia  the  feat  when  the 
poll  is  at  highefl  elevaiion,  carries  the  p.iz.-. 

A  fecomi  game  of  aftivity  is  played  by  two  or  three  hundred,  who  form  a  circle; 
and  every  one  places  his  (lick  in  the  ground  before  him  by  way  of  barrier.  A  perfon, 
called  the  odd  man,  flands  in  the  middle,  and  delivers  his  bonnet  to  any  one  in  the 
ring.  This  is  nimbly  handed  round,  and  -the  o>wner  is  to  recover  it.}  and  on  fucceed- 
ing,  takes  the  place  of  the  perfon  whom  he  took  it  fiom,  and  that  i per/on  again  takes, 
(he  middle  place. 

There  are  two  other  triaU  of  flrenglh:  firft,  throwing  the 'iledge-han>mer.  The. 
other  feems  local.  Two  men  fit  on  the  ground  foot  to  foot }  each  lays  hold  of  a  fliort 
jlick,  and  the  champion  that  can  pull  the  other  over  is  the  winner. 

The  power  of  fafcinaiion"  is  as  ftrongly  believed  here  as  it  was  5y  the  fliepherds  of 
Italy  in  times  of  old : 

Ncfi-'io  quia  tencros  eculis  milii  faroinat  agno(? 

But  here  the  power  of  ,ihe  evil  eye  afie£ls  more  the  milch  -cows  than  Iambs.  If  the 
good  houfewife  perceives  the  efte£l  of  (the  malicirfus  on  any  of  her  kine,  fiie  takes  as 
much  milk  as  (he  can  drain  from  the  enchanted  herd,  for  the  wiich  commonly  leaves, 
very  little.  She  then  boils  it  with  certain  herbs,  and  adds  to  them  0ints  and  untem- 
pered  fteel,;  after  that  ihe  fecures  the  door,  and  invokes  the  three  Xacred  perfoas.  Ttat 
puts  the  witch  into  fuch  an  agony,  that  fhe  comes  nil  ling- wilting  to  the  houfe,  begs  to 
be  admitted,  to  obtain  relief  by  touching  the  powerful  ^Jot^  the  good  woman  thtn 

makes 
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makes  her  terms ;  the  whch  reftores  the  milk  to  the  cattle,  and  in  return  is  freed  fr  jm 
her  pains. 

But  fometimes  to  fave  the  trouble  of  thofe  charms  (for  it  may  happen  that  the  dif- 
order  may  arife  from  other  caufes  than  an  evil-eye,)  the  trial  is  made  by  immcrging  in 
milk  a  certain  herb,  and  if  the  cows  are  fuper-naturally  afft;£):ed,  itindaiitly  diitills 
blood. 

The  unfuccefsful  lover  revenges  himfelf  on  his  happy  rival  by  charms  potent  as  thofe 
of  the  fhepherd  Alphefibxus,  and  exactly  fimilar  : 

He&e  tribus  do<1ii  terno*  Amarylli  colorci : 
Nefle  Amarylli  inodo. 

Donald  takes  three  threads  of  different  hues,  and  ties  three  knots  on  each,  three 
times  imprecating  the  moft  cruef  difappointments  on  the  nuptial  bed :  but  the  bride- 
groom to  avert  the  harm,  ftands  at  the  altar  with  an  untied  ihoe,  and  puts  a  fixpence 
beneath  his  foot. 

A  prefent  was  made  me  of  a  clach  clun  ceilach,  or  cock-knee  (lone,  believed  to 
be  obtained  out  of  that  part  of  the  bird ;  but  I  have  unluckily  forgotten  its  virtues. 
Not  fo  with  the  clach  crubain,  which  is  to  cure  all  pains  in  the  joints.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed  both  thefe  amulets  have  been  enchanted ;  for  the  fiHl  very  much  refembles 
a  common  pebble,  the  other  is  that  fpccies  of  foffil  Ihell  called  Gryphites. 

I  was  alfo  favoured  with  feveral  of  the  nuts,  commonly  called  Molucca  beans,  which 
are  frequently  found  on  the  weftem  fliores  of  this  and  others  of  the  Hebrides.  They 
are  the  feeds  of  the  Dolicbos  arens^  Guifandirta  Bonduc.  G.  Bonducettat  and  mimofafcan- 
dtns  of  Linnaius,  natives  of  Jamaica.  The  fifth  is  a  feed  called  by  Bauhin,/r(«7aj  exot  : 
9rbicaiaris  fuUis  nervifque  quatmr,  whofe  place  is  unknown.  The  four  firft  grow  in 
quantities  on  the  deep  bantu  of  the  rivers  of  Jamaica,  and  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
drop  into  the  water,  and  to  be  carried  into  the  fea  ;  from  thence  by  tides  and  currents, 
and  the  predominancy  of  the  eaft  wind,  to  be  forced,  through  the  gulf  of  Florida  into 
the  North  American  ocean,  in  th^  fame  manner  as  the  Sargaffo,  a  plant  growing  on 
the  rocks  in  the  feas  of  Jamaica.  When  arrived  in  that  part  of  the  AtlanUc,  they  faU 
in  with  the  wederly  winds,  which  generally  blow  two-thirds  of  the  year  in  that  trad  ; 
which  may  help  to  convey  them  to  the  fliores  of  the  Hebrides  and  Orknies*.  I  was. 
for  refolving  this  phenomenon  into  ftiipwrecks,  and  fuppofing  that  they  might  have  been 
flung  on  thefe  coaCls  out  of  fome  unhappy  veffels  ^  but  this  folution  of  mine  is  ab' 
folutely  denied,  from  the  frequency' and  regularity  of  the  appearance  of  thefe  feeds. 
American  tortoifes,  or  turtles,  have  more  than  once  been  taken  alive  on  thefe  coafts, 
tempeft-driven  from  their  warm  feas ;  and  part  of  the  mail  of  the  Tilbury  man  of  war, 
burnt  at  Jamaica,  was  taken  up  on  the  weftem  coaft  of  Scotland  ;  fa£ls  that  give  pro- 
bability to  the  hrd  opinion. 

Hiftory  furntChes  very  few  materials  for  the  great  events  or  revolutions  of  Hay.  It  - 
feems  to  have  been  long  a  feat  of  empire,  probably  jointly  with  the  iOe  of  Man,  ai 
being  moft  conveniently  filuated  for  the  government  01  the  reft  of  the  Hebrides  f. 
for  Crovan  the  Norwegian,  after  his  conqueft  of  that  ifland  in  1066,  retired  and 
6ni0ied  his  days'in  Hay  f.  There  are  more  Danifti  or  Norwegian  names  oifihces  ia 
this  iildnd  than  any  other;  almolt  alt  the  prefent  farms  derive  theur  titles  from  them, 
fuch  as  Perfibus,  'i'orridale,  Torribolfe,  and  the  like.  On  the  retreat  of  the  Danes  it 
became  the  leat  of  thdr  fucceOurs,  the  lords  of  the  ifles,  aad  continued  after  their* 

•  Fhil.  TrasL  abridged,  iil.  540.  -^  Cbroa.  Man. 
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power  was  broken,  in  the  reign  of  James  III.  in  thdr  defcendants,  the  Mac-donalds, 
who  held,  or  ought  to  have  held  it  from  the  crown.  It  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  a  Sir 
James  Mac-donald,  in  the  year  1 598,  the  fame  who  won  the  battle  of  Traii-dhruinard 
'  before  mentioned.  His  power  gave  umbrape  to  James  VI.  who  direfted  the  Lord  of 
Mac-leod,  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  the  Mac-neiles  of  Barra,  to  fupport  the  Mac- 
leanes  in  another  invafion.  The  rival  parties  met  near  the  hill  of  Ben-bigger,  eaft  of 
Kilarow;  a  fierce  engagement  enfued,  and  the  Macdonalds  were  defeated,  and  almoft 
enlirely  cut  off.  Sir  Janies  efcaped  to  Spain  ;  but  returned  in  1620,  was  pardoned, 
received  a  penfion,  and  died  the  fame  year  at  Glafgow,  and  in  him  expired  the  laft  of 
the  great  Macdonalds.  But  the  King,  irritated  by  the  difturbances  raifed  by  private 
wars,  waged  between  thefe  and  other  clans,  refumed  •  the  grant  made  by  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  and  transferred  It  to  Sir  John  Campbel  of  Calder,  who  held  it  on  paying  an  " 
annual  feu-duty  of  five  hundred  pounds  Herling,  which  is  pud  to  this  day.  The  ifland 
was  granted  to  Sir  John,  as  a  reward  for  his  undertaking  the  conqueft,  but  the  family 
confidered  it  as  a  dear  acquifition^  by  the  lofs  of  many  gallant  followers,  and  by  the 
expences  incurred  in  fupport  of  it.  At  prefent  it  is  in  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Campbel,  of 
Shawfield,  and  the  rents  are  about  2300I.  per  annum. 

July  6.  Weigh  anchor  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  with  the  afltHance  of  the 
tide  get  out  of  the  Sound.  See  on  the  north-weft  fide  the  place  where  that  gallanC 
enemy  Thurot  lay,  at  different  times,  expefting  the  fit  opportunity  of  his  invafion,  to 
be  determined  by  the  news  he  had  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Breft  fquadron.  He  was  told 
that  he  lay  in  a  dangerous  place ;  but  he  knew  that  his  fecurity  confifted,  in  cafe  a 
fuperior  force  came  againfl:  him,  in  being  able  either  to  take  to  fea,  or  efcape  through' 
the  Sound,  according  to  the  quarter  the  attack  came  from.  His  generoficy  and  hu- 
manity are  fpoken  of  in  high  terms  by  the  iflanders-;  and  his  diflrefs  appeared  very  deep 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  mifcarriage  of  Conflan's  fleet. 

■  Leave  on  the  coaft  of  Hay,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  the  celebrated  cave  of 
Uamh-Fheamaig,  or  Uani-mh6r.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  families  retire  to  it  during  the 
fine  feafon,  as  their  ftieelins,  or  fummer  refidence,  and  three  families  refide  in  it  the 
whole  year. 

About  eight  or  nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sound  lie  the  ifles  of  Oranfay  and 
Colonfay.  The  ftillnefs  of  the  day  made  the  paffage  tedious,  which  induced  us  to  take 
boat ;  the  view  midway  was  very  fine  of  Hay  and  Jura',  of  the  opening  into  Loch- 
Tarbat,  a  bay  penetrating  deep  into  Jura,  and  affording  anchorage  for  large  veffels;  as 
was  experienced  a  very  few  years  ago  by  one  of  eight  hundred  tons,  driven  in  during 
night :  the  mafter  found  an  opening,  and  paffed  providentially  between  two  rocks,  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other  ;  and,  finding  himfelf  in  fmooih  water,  dropped  an- 
chor, and  lay  fecure  in  a  fine  natural  wet  dock.  A  difcovery  worthy  the  attention  of 
mariners  !• 

:  Beyond  Jura  appears  the  gulph  of  Corry-vrekan,  bounded  by  the  ifle  of  Skarba  ; 
%be  mountains  of  Mull  fucceed ;  and  before  us  extend  the  fliorei  of  the  two  iflands, 
the  immediate  objeds  of  our  vifit.  Land  about  one  o'clock  on  Oranfay;  the  ftiip  ar- 
rives foon  after,  and  anchors  within  Ghudimal,  which,  with  two  or  three  pther  little 
**ocky  ifles,  forms  a  harbour. 

•  Feuds  of  the  lOes,  59. 

t  Mariners  have  overlooked  the  account  of  this  liarbour  given  by  Alexander  Lindfay,  pilot  to  Jamct  V. 
in  hii  naviVation  round  ticotlai'd,  in  1  (36,  who  pronounces  it  10  have  good  anchorage.  Jamca  in  perfon 
.  executtd  the  great  dtfigii  of  taking  charts  of  the  coads  of  his  dominion*,  and  founding  the  moft  diftant 
and  dingerout  rocks. 
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Aft^r  about  a  mUe's  walk  reach  the  ruins  of  the  antient  monafbry,  founded  (as 
feme  fay)  by  St.  Columba,  but  with  more  probability  by  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  ifles, 
who  fixed  here  a  priory  of  canons  regular  of  Augufline,  dependent  on  the  abby  of 
Holyrood  in  Edinburgh.  The  church  is  fifty-nine  feet  by  eighteen,  and  contains  the' 
tombs  of  numbers  of  the  antient  iflandeis,  two  of  warriors  recumbent,  feven  feet. long-: 
a  flattery  perhaps  of  the  fculptor,  to  give  to  future  ages  exalted  notions  of  their  prowefs. 
Befides  thefe,  are  fcattered  over  the  floor  lefler  figures  of  heroes,  priefts  and  females  ; 
the  laft  feemingly  of  fome  order :  and  near  thera  is  a  figure,  cut  in  ftone,  of  full  fize, 
apparently  an  abbcfs. 

In  a  fide  chapel,  beneath  an  arch,  lies  an  abbot,  of  the  name  of  Mac-dufre,  with  two 
of  his  fingers  elated,  in  the  attitude  of  benediftion  :  in  the  fame  place  is  a  ftone  enriched 
with  foliage,  a  ftag  furrounded  with  dogs,  and  a  (hip  w  ith  full  fail :  round  is  infcribed, 
**  Hie  jacet  Murchardus  Mac-dufiede  Collonfa,  An.  Do.  1539,  meiife  mart,  orameille. 
ammen." 

This  Murchardus  is  faid  to  have  been  a  great  opprefibr,  and  that  he  was  executedi 
by  order  of  the  Lord  of  the  ifles,  for  his  tyranny.  Near  his  tomb  is  a  long  pole,  placed 
there  in  memory  of  the  enfign-ftaflfof  the  family,  which  had  been  preferved  miraculoufly 
for  two  hundred  years  :  on  it  (report  fays)  depended  the  fate  of  the  Mac-dufian  race, 
and  pr<>bably  the  original  periOied  with  this  Murchardus. 

Ad|)5>ining  to  the  church  is  the  cloifter,  a  fquare  of  forty-one  feet :  one  of  the  fides 
of  the  inner  wall  is  ruined  ;  on  two  of  the  others  are  feven  low  arches,  one  feven  feet 
high  including  the  columns,  which  are  nothing  more  than  two  thin  ftones  *,  three  feet 
high,  with  a  fiat  ftone  on  the  top  of  each,  ferving  as  a  plinth  ;  and  on  them  two  other 
thin  ftones,  meeting  at  top,  and- forming  an  acute  angle,  by  way  of  arch  :  on  the  fore- 
fide  are  five  fmall  round  arches  j  thefe  furround  a  court  of  twenty-eight  feet  eight 
ioches.  This  form  is  pecuhar  (in  our  part  of  Europe)  to  this  place  ;  but  I  am  told  that 
the  fame  is  obferved  in  fome  of  the  religious  houfes  in  the  ifiands  of  the  Archipelago. 

Several  other  buildings  join  this,  all  in  a  ruinous  ftate  ;  but  a  moft  elegant  crois  is 
yet  ftanding,  twelve  feet  high,  one  foot  feven  broad,  five  inches  thick. 

St.  Columba,  when  he  left  Ireland,  made  a  vow  never  to  fettle  within  fight  of  his 
jiative  country  :  accordingly  when  he  and  his  friend  Oran  landed  here,  they  afcended 
a  hill,  and  Ireland  appeared  in  full  view.  This  induced  the  holy  men  to  make  a  fudden 
retreat",  but  Oran  had  the  honour  of  giving  name  to  the  ifland. 

July  7.  Afcend  the  very-hill  that  the  famt  did :  lofty  and  craggy,  inhabited  by  red- 
billed  choughs  and  ftares.  On  the  top  is  a  retreat  of  the  old  inhabitants,  protefted  by 
a  ftrong  ftone  dike  and  advanced  works.  On  the  plain  below  is  a  large  round  mount, 
flat  at  top,  on  which  had  probably  been  a  fmall  Danifti  fort,  fuch  as  are  frequently  feen 
in  Ireland.  Nearer  the  fhore  in  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  is  a  large  conic  tumulus ;  and 
on  the  fame  plain,  a  fmall  crofs  placed,  where  a  Mac-dufie's  corps  is  faid  to  have  refted. 

Take  a  boat  and  vifit  Bird  ifland,  and  fome  other  rocks  divided  by  narrow  palTages, 
filled  by  a  moft  rapid  tide.  Saw  feveral  eider  ducks  and  fome  ftiieldrakes.  The 
iflanders  negleft  to  gather  the  down  of  the  former,  which  would  bring  in  a  little 
money. 

This  is  the  bird  called  bv  the  dean  of  the  ifles  colk.  From  the  circumftance  of  its 
depluming  its  breaft,  he  fables  that,-  "  at  that  time  her  fleiche  of  fedderis  falleth  of  her 
haitly,  and  fayles  to  the  mayne  fea  againe,  and  never  cOmes  to  land  quhyll  the  zeir  end 
again,  and  then  (he  comes  with  her  nev  fieiche  of  fedderis  :  this  fleiche  that  flie  leaves 
zeirly  upon  her  neft  hes  nae  perfs  in  the  fedderis,  bot  utter  fine  downes." 

*  Oo  due  of  ihcfe  there  11  aa  iofcrlption,  which  was  copied,  but  by  fome  accident  loft- 
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The  feala  are  here  numerous :  a  few  are  caught  in  nets  placed  between  ihefe  rocks. 
The'great  fpecies  is  taken  oii  Du  hirtach,  a  great  rock  about  a  mile  round,  ten  leagues 
to  the  weft  ;  reported  to  be  the  neareft  of  any  to  Ameiica. 

Oranfay  is  three  miles  long ;  the  fouth  part  low  and  Tandy,  the  reft  high  and  rocky  : 
is  divided  from  Colonfay  by  a  narrow  found  dry  at  low  water.  This  illand  is  a  fjngle 
farm,  yielding  bear,  fiax,  and  much  po'atoes,  which  are  left  in  their  beds  thewhole 
winter,  covered  with  fea-wrack,  to  proteft  them  from  the  froft.  Tbe  manure  is  fliell 
fand  and  wrack :  the  laft  laid  on  grafs  will  produce  but  one  crop ;  on  corn-land  it  will 
produce  two.  Sixty  milch  cows  are  kept  here  j  and  this  year  eighty  head  of  cattle 
were  fold  from  the  iiland  at  three  pounds  a-piece :  fome  butter  and  cheefe  are  alfd 
exported. 

This  ifland  is  rented  by  Mr.  Mac-Neile,  brother  to  the  proprietor  of  both  iflands. 
The'  rent  is  not  more  than  forty  pounds  a  year ;  yet  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
iftes,  the  form  employs  a  number  of  fervants,  viz.  a  chief  labourer,  who  has  fifty  (hil- 
lings a  year,  and  a  ftone  of  meal  per  week ;  a  principal  herdfman,  whofe  wages  are  grafs 
for  two  cows,  and  meal  fufficient  for  his  family;  a  cow-herd,  who  has  twenty-four 
{hillings  a  year  and  fhoes  ;  one  under  him,  whofe  wages  are  about  Hxteen  (hillings  ; 
2nd  a.  calf-herd,  who  is  allowed  ten  (hillings.  Befides  thefe  are  two  other  men,  called 
from  their  employ  aoireannan,  who  have  the  charge  of  cultivating  a  certain  portion  of 
Iand,'and  alfo  overfeeing  the  cattle  it  fupports  :  thefe  have  grafs  for  two  milch  cows 
and  fix  (heep,  and  the  tenth  (heaf,  the  produce  of  the  ground,  and  as  many  potatoes  as 
they  chufe  to  plant.  The  maid  fervants  are  a  houfekeeper,  at  three  pounds  a  year  j  a 
principal  dairy  maid,  twelve  marks  Scots  each  half  year  j  and  five  other  women»  five 
marks. 

Crofs  the  found  at  low  w^ter,  and  enter  the  ifland  of  Colonfay,  twelve  miles  long, 
three  broad,  full  of  rocky  hills,  running  tranfverfely,  with  variety  of  pretty  meandering 
vales  full  of  grafs,  and  moft  excellent  for  pafturage.  Evai  the  hills  have  plenty  of 
herbage  mixed  with  the  rock.  The  vallics  want  inclofures  and  want  woods,  the  com- 
mon defeat  of  all  the  Hebrides :  they  yi^ld  bear  and  potatoes  ;  much  of  the  firft  is  ufed 
in  diftillation,  to  the  very  ftarving  of  the  iflanders,  who  are  obliged  to  import  meal  for 
their  fubfiftence.  About  two  hundred  and  twenty  head  of  cattle  are  annually  exported 
at  3I.  each.  In  1736  the  price  was  only  five-and-twenty  fliillings;  but  the  rile  com-_ 
menced  two  years  after  the  rebellion.  Yet  even  this  advance  does  not  enrich  the  people 
of  this  pretty  ifland,  for  their  whole  profit  is  exhaufted  in  the  purchade  of  bread,  which 
iheir  own  induftry  ought  to  fupply. 

Oats  are  fown  here  about  th«  middle  of  April,  and  yield  three  and  a  half.  Bear  pro- 
duces eight  fold.  Forty  or  fifty  tons  of  kelp  are  annually  made  in  both  iflands.  The 
materials  are  collefled  on  the  mores  in  the  middle  of  April,  and  the  kelp  exported  in 
Auguft,  at  the  rate  of  3I.  los.  or  4I.  per  ton. 

Their  poverty  prevents  them  fi-om  ufing  the  very  means  Providence  has  given  them 
of  raifing  a  comfortable  fubfiftence.  They  Iiave  a  good  foil,  plenty  of  limeftone,  and 
fulficient  quantity  of  peat.  A  fea  abounding  with  fifli ;  but  their  diftrelTed  ftate  difables 
ihem  from  cultivating  the  one,  and  taking  the  other.  Thefe  two  iflands  contain  eight 
thoufand  four  hundred  acres,  of  which  about  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  are  arable. 
How  inadequate  then  is  the  produce  of  cattle  ;  and  how  much  more  fo  is  that  of  com ! 

I'he  foil  of  this  ifland  is  far  fuperior  in  goodnefs  to  that  of  Oranfay  ;  yet  hbw  dif- 
proportionably  lefs  are  the  exports  :  Oranfay  owes  its  advantages  to  the  good  manage- 
m^nt  of  the  tenant. 
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In  'both  iflands  are  between  five  and  fix  hundred  fouls.  The  old  inabitants  were  the 
Mac-dufies  and  the  Mac-vurechs.  The  firft  were  chief:  "  This  ifle  (fays  the  dean)  is 
brukil  beane  gentle  capitane  callit  Mac-dufyke  and  pertened  of  auld  to  Clandonaid  of 
Kyntyre,"  and  it  is  now  brukit  be  ane  gentle  capitane  callit  Mac-neile,  who  has  never 
raifed  his  rents,  has  preferved  the  love  of  his  people,  and  loft  but  a  fingle  family  by  mi- 
gration. 

This  ifland,  Cnce  the  time  of  the  dean;  was  the  property  of  the  Argyle  femily,  who 
fold  it  to  an  anceftor  of  the  prefent  proprietor  about  fixty  years  ago.     I  conjefture  that 
the  ancient  owner  m^bt  have  forfeited  by  engaging  in  the  laft  rebellion  of  the  Mac-  - 
donalds ;  and  that  it  was  Included  in  the  large  grant  of  iflands  made  to  the  Campbels, 
in  reward  for  their  fervices. 

Met  with  nothing  very  interefling  in  the  ride.  Fafs  by  a  chain  of  fmall  lakes,  called 
Loch-fad,  by  two  great  ereft  ftiones  monumental,  at  Cilchattan,  and  by  a  ruined  chapeL 
There  are  three  others ;  but  notwithftanding,  froni  this  circumftance,  Oranfay  and  Co-  - 
tonfay  might  be  fnppofed  to  have  been  ifles  of  fan£Uty,  yet  from  the  reformation  till 
within  the  laft  fix  years,  the  facrament  had  been  only  once  adminiftered. 

Reach  Cil-oran,  the  feat  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Mac-neile,  who  entertained  us  with  . 
much  poUtenefs.  His  houfe  Is  welUuieltered,  and  trees  grow  very  vigoroully  in  its  - 
neighbourhood.  There  Is  fcarcely  an  ifland,  where  vallies  protected  from  winds  may- 
not  De  found,  in  which  trees  might  be  planted  to  great  advantage.  Afti  and  maple 
would  fucceed  particularly  well ;  and  in  many  places  the  beft  kinds  of  willows  would  ' 
turn  to  good  account,  and  produce  a  manuiaGture  of  baskets  and  hampers,  articles  our 
commercial  towns  have  a  great  demand  for. 

Rabbits  abound  here;. about  a  hundred  and  twenty  dozen  of  thdr  Duns  are  annually 
exported. 

Bemacles  appear  here  in  yaft  Bocks  in  September,  and  retire  the  latter  end  of  April 
or  beginning  of  May.  Among  the  domeftic  fowls  I  obferved  peacocks  lo  thrive  well  in 
the  farm  at  Oranfay ;  fo  £itr  north  has  this  Indian  bird  been  naturalized. 

Neither  frogs,  toads,  nor  vipers  are  found  here  j  or  any  kind  of  ferpent;  except  the 
harmle&  bllnd.worm. 

I  met  with  no  remarkable  folKls.  Black  talc,  the  mica  lamelldta  mariiaHs  nigra  of 
Cronfted,  fe£t.  95,  is  found  here,  both  in  large  detached  flakes,  and  immerfed  in  indu- 
rated clay.  Aifo  rock  ftone  formed  of  glimmer  and  quartz.  An  Imperfe^  granite  is 
not  unfrequent. 

July  8.  In  the  morning  walk  down  to  the  eaftem  coaft  of  the  ifland,  to  a  creek  . 
guarded  by  the  little  rocky  ifle  of  Olamfay,  where  fmall  velTels  may  find  fhelter.  Find 
Mr.  Thompfon  plying  off  at  a  mile's  diftance.  Go  on  board,  and  fail  for  Jona."  The 
lofty  mountains  of  Mull  lay  in  the  front :  the  eaftem  views  were  Hay,  Jiira,  Scarbit, 
and  the  entrance  of  the  gulph  of  Corryvrekan  i  beyond  lies  Lorn,  and  at  a  diftance 
foars  the  high  hill  of  Crouachan. 

Steer  to  the  north-weft ;  but  our  courfe  greatly  delayed  by  calms :  take  numbers 
of  grey  gurnards  in  all  depths  of  water,  and  find  young  herrings  in  their  ftomachs. 

Towards  evening  arrive  within  fight  of  Jona,  and  a  tremendous  chain  of  rocks  lying 
to  the  fouth  of  it,  rendered  more  horrible  by  the  perpetual  noife  of  breakers.  Defer 
our  entrance  into  the  found  till  day-light. 

July  9.  About  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  very  narrowly  efcape  ftriking  on 
the  rock  Bbnlrevor,  apparent  at  this  time  by  the  breaking  of  a  wave :  our  mafter  was 
at  fome  diftance  in  his  boat,  in  fearch  of  fea-fowl,  but  alarmed  with  the  danger  of  his 
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veiTel,  was  haftening  to  Us  relief  ;  but  the  tide  conveyed  us  out  of  reach  of  the  rock, 
and  faved  him  the  trouble  of  landing  us,  for  the  weather  was  fo  calm  as  to  free  us  from 
any  apprehenfions  about  our  lives.  After  tiding  for  three  hours,  anchor  in  the  found 
of  Jona,  in  three  fathoms  water,  on  a  white  fandy  bottom  ;  but  the  fafeft  anchorage  is 
on  the  eafl  fide,  between  a  Utile  ifle  and  that  of  Mull :  this  found  is  three  miles  long 
and  one  broad,  Ihallow,  and  in  fome  parts  dry  at  the  ebb  of  fpring  tides ;  it  isbounded 
on  theeaftby  the  iflandofMuU  j  on  the  weft  by  that  of  Jona,  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
Hebrides. 

Multitudes,  of  gannets  were  now  filhing  here  :  they  precipilated  themfelvee  from  a 
vaft  height,  plunged  on  their  prey  at  leaft  two  fathoms  deep,  and  took  to  the  air  again 
as  foon  as  they  emerged.  Their  fenfe  Of  feeing  muft  be  exqulfite  ;  but  they  are  often 
deceived,  for  Mr.  Thompfon  informed  me  that  he  had  frequently  taken  them  by  placing 
a  herring  on  a  hook,  and  fmking  it  a  fathom  deep,  which  the  gannet  plunges.for  and  is 
taken. 

The  view  of  Jona  was  very  piflurefqiie :  the  eaft  fide,  or  that  which  bounds  the  found, 
exhibited  a  beautiful  variety  ;  an  extent  of  plain,  a  little  elevated  above  the  water,  and 
almoft  covered  with  the  ruins  of  the  facred  buildings,  and  with  the  remains  of  the  old 
town  dill  inhabited.  Beyond  thefe  the  ifland  rifes  into  little  rocky  hills,  with  narrow 
verdant  hollows  between  (for  they  merit. not  the  name  of  vallies),  and  numerous  enough 
for  every  reclufe  to  take  his  folitary  walk,  undifturbed  by  fociety. 

The  ifland  belongs  to  the  parilh  of  RoTs,  in  Mull ;  is  three  miles-long  and  one  broad  v 
the  eaft  fide  moftly  flat ;  the  middle  rifes  into  fmall  hills  ;  the  weft  fide  very  rude  and 
rocky}  the  whole  is  a  Angular  mixture  of  rock  and  fertility. 

The  foil  is  a  compound  of  fand  and  comminuted  fea  (hells,  mixed  with  b-'ack  loam.; 
is  very  favourable  to  the  growthof  bear,  natural  clover,  crowsfoot,  and  daifies.  It  is 
in  perpetual  tillage,  and  is  ploughed  thrice  before  the  fowing  :  the  crops  at  this  time 
made  a  promifing  appearance,  but  the  feed  was  committed  to  the  ground  at  very  dif- 
ferent times;  fome,  I  think,  about  the  beginning  of  May,  and  fome  not  three  weeks 
ago.  Oats  do  not  fucceed  here  ;  but  flax  and  potatoes  come  on  very  well.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  foil  in  Col,  Tir-I,and  North  and  South  Uift,  is  fimilar  to  that  in  Jona. 

The  tenants  here  run-rig,  and  have  the  pafturage  in  common.  It  fupports  about  a 
hundred  and  eight  head  of  cattle,  and  about  five  hundred  fheep.  There  is  no  heath  in 
this  ifland :  cattle  unufed  to  that  plant  give  bloody  milk ;  which  is  the  cafe  with  the 
cattle  of  Jona  tranfporled  to  Mull,  where  that  vegetable  abounds ;  but  the  cure  is  foon 
efFefted  by  giving  them  plenty  of  water. 

Servants  are  paid  here  commonly  with  a  fourth  of  the  crop,  grafs  for  three  or  four 
.cows  and  a  few  fheep. 

The  number  of  mhabitants  is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty :  the  moft  ftupid  and  the 
moft  lazy  of  all  the  iflanders  j  yet  many  of  them  boaft  of  their  defcent  from  the  com- 
panions of  St.  Columba. 

A  few.  of  the  more  common  birds  frequent  this  ifland  :  wild  geefe  breed  here  and 
the  young  are  often  reared  and  tamed  by  the  natives. 

The  beautiful  fea-buglofs  makes  the  fliores  gay  with  its  glaucous  leaves  and  purple 
flowers.    The  eryngo,  or  fea-holly,  is  frequent;  and  the  fatal  belladonna  is  found  here. 

The  granites  durus  rubefcens,  the  fame  with  the  Egyptian,  is  found  in  Nuhs-ifle,  and 
on  the  coaft  of  Mull :  a  breccia  quartzofa,  of  a  beautiful  kind,  is  common  ■  and  the 
rocks  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  bay  of  Martyrs  is  formed  of  the  Swedifli  trapp,  ufeful  to  glafs- 
. makers". 
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Jona  derives  its  name  from  a  Hebrew  word  fignifying  a  dove,  in  allufion  to  the  name 
of  tlie  great  faint,  Columba,  the  founder  of  its  fame.  This  holy  man,  inftigated  by  his 
zeal,  left  his  native  country,  Ireland,  in  the  year  565,  with  the  pious  defign  of  preaching 
the  gofpel  to  the  Plfts,  It  .appears  that  he  left  his  native  foil  with  warm  refentmenr, 
vowing  never  to  make  a  fettlement  within  fight  of  that  hated  iiland.  He  made  his  firft 
trial  at  Oranfay,  and  on  finding  that  place  too  near  Ireland,  fucceeded  to  his  wifh  at 
Hy,  for  that  was  the  name  of  Jona  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  He  repeated  here  the  ex- 
periment on  feveral  hills,  erefliag  on  each  a  heap  of  ftones;  and  that  which  he  laft 
afcended  is  to  this  day  called  Carnan-chul-reh-Eirinn,  or  the  eminence  of  the  back 
turned  to  Ireland. 

ColQmba  was  foon  didingmfhed  by  the  fan£Uty  of  his  manners :  a  miracle  that  he 
wrought  fo  operated  on  the  Pidifh  king,  Bradeus,  that  he  immediately  made  a  prefent 
of  the  little  ifle  to  the  faint.  It  feems  that  his  majefly  had  refufed  Columba  an  audi- 
encr,  and  even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  order  the  palace  gates  to  be  fhut  againft  him ;  but 
the  faint,  by  the  power  of  his  word,  inftantly  caufed  them  to  fiy  open. 

As  foon  as  he  was  in  pofTefTion  of  Jona  he  founded  a  cell  of  monks,  borrowing  his 
inflitutions  from  a  certain  oriental  raonaftic  order  *.  It  is  faid  that  the  firft  religious 
were  canons  regular,  of  whom  the  founder  was  the  fird  abbot ;  and  that  his  monks,  till 
the  year  716,  differed  from  thofe  of  thethurch  of  Rome,  both  in  the  obfervation  of 
Eader^  and  the  clerical  tonfure.  Columba  led  here  an  exemplary  life,  and  was  highly 
refpeded  for  the  fanflity  of  his  manners  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years.  He  is 
the  firft  on  record  who  had  the  faculty  of  fecond-fight,  for  he  told  the  victory  of  Afdan 
over  the  Pifts  and  Saxons  on  the  very  indant  it  happened.  He  had  the  honour  of  bu- 
rying in-  this  iiland  Coavallus  and  Kinnatil,  two  kings  of  Scotland,  and  of  crowning  a 
third.  At  length,  worn  out  whh  age,  he  died,  in  Jona,  in  the  arm&  of  his  difctples  ^  was 
interred  there^  but  (as  the  Irifii  pretend)  in  after-times  tranflated  to  Down,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  epitaph",  his  remains  were  depofited  with  thofe  of  St.  Bridget  and  St. 
Patrick 

Hi  Ctu  in  DunQ  lumulo  tumulantur  in  uno  | 
Urigida,  Fatriciua,  atque  Columba  piui. 

But  this  is  totally  denied  by  the  Scots  ;  who  affirni  that  the  contrary  is  (hewn  in  tlie 
life  of  the  faint,  extrafted  out  of  the  pope's  library,  anJ  tranflated  out  of  the  Latin  inio 
Erfe,  by  father  Cal-o-horan,  which  decides  in  favourof  Jona  the  momentous  difputef. 

After  the  death  of  St.  Columba,  the  ifland  received  the  name  of  Y-columb-cill,  or 
rile  ifle  of  the  cell  of  Columba.  In  procefs  of  time  the  ifland  itfelf  was  perfonified,  and 
by  a  common  blunder  in  early  umes  converted  into  a  faint,  and  worlhippcd  under  the 
titleofSt.Columb-killa. 

The  reHffious  continued  unmokfled  during  two  centuries  j  but  In  the  year  807  were 
attacked  by  the  Danes,  who  with  their  ufual  barbarity  put  part  of  the  monks  to  the 
fword,  and  obliged  the  remainder,  with  their  abbot  CcUach,  to  fcek  fafcty  by  flying 
from  their  rage.  The  monailery  remained  depopulated  for  feven  years  ;  but  on  ti\e- 
retreat  of  the  Danes  reeeiveJ  a  new  order,  being  then  peopled  by  Cluniacs,  who  con- 
tinued there  till  the diffolution,  when  the  revenues  were  united  to  the  fee  of  Argyie. 

Took  boat  and  landed  on  the  fpol  called  the  Bay  of  Martyrs,  the  place  wl-jre  iho 
bodies  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  interred  in  this  holy  .ground  were  received  during  the 
period  of  fuperllition.  '  ,        . 

*  Sir  Roger  Twifden'B  Rife  of  Monaftic  StaUs,  36.  f  M-  S-  '"  Advoc,  Llbr.  jCyj. 
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Walked  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  fouth,  in  order  to  fix  on  a  convenient  fpot 
for  pitching  a  rude  tent,  formed  of  oars  and  fails,  as  our  day  refidencL*,  during  our  itay 
on  the  idand. 

Obferve  a  little  beyond  an  oblong  inclofure,  bounded  by  a  ftone  dike,  called  Clach- 
nanDruinach,  and  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  buriaUpIacc  of  the  iJruids,  for  bones  of 
various  fizes  are  found  there.  I  have  no  doubt  but  ihat  druidilm  was  the  original  reli- 
gion of  this  place ;  yet  I  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  rather  the  common  cemetery  of  the 
people  of  the  town,  which  lies  almod  clofe  to  the  bay  of  Martyrs. 

Having  fettled  the  bufmefs  of  our  tent,  return  through  the  town,  confiding  at  pre- 
fent  of  about  fifty  houfes,  moftly  very  mean,  thatched  with  ftraw  of  bear  pulled  up  bjr 
the  roots,  and  bound  tight  on  the  roof  with  ropes  made  of  heath.  Some  of  the  houfes 
that  lie  a  little  beyond  the  reft  feemed  to  have  been  oelter  conftrufled  than  the  others, 
and  to  have  been  the  manfions  of  the  inhabitants  when  the  place  WiiS  in  a  flouriJhing 
.fiate,  but  at  prefent  are  in  a  very  ruinous  condition. 

Vifit  every  place  in  the  order  that  they  lay  from  the  village.  The  firft  was  the  ruin 
of  the  nunnery,  filled  with  canoneffes  of  St.  Auguft:ne,  and  confecrated  to  St.  Gran, 
l^ey  v^ere  permitted  to  live  in  community  fur  a  cunHderable  time  after  the  reforma* 
tion,-and  wore  a  white  gown,  and  above  it  a  rotchct  of  fine  linep  •. 

The  church  was  filiy-eight  feet  by  twenty ;  the  roof  of  the  eaft  end  is  entire,  is  a 
pretty  vault  made  of  very  thin  Hon  s,  hound  together  by  four  ribs  meeting  in  the  centre. 
■The  fioor  is  covered  fome  feet  thick  with  co  v-dung  ;  this  place  being  at  prefent  the 
common  ffielter  for  the  cattle  ;  and  the  ill  nders  are  too  lazy  to  remove  this  fine  ma* 
-nure,  the  colltdlion  of  a  century,  to  enrich  their  grounds. 

With  much  difficulty,  by  virtue  of  fair  words  and  a  bribe,  prevail  on  one  of  thefe 
^ftlefs  fellows  to  remove  a  great  quantity  of  this  dunghill,  and  by  that  means  once  more 
expofe  to  light  the  tomb  of  the  laft  priorefs.  Her  figure  is  cut  on  the  face  of  the  ftone  ; 
an  angel  on  each  fide  fupports  her  head  ■,  and  above  them  is  a  little  plate  and  a  comb. 
The  priorefs  occupies  only  one  half  of  the  furface  ;  the  other  is  filled  with  the  form  uf 
the  Virgin  Mary,  with  head  crowned  and  mitred ;  the  child  in  her  arms ;  and  to  denote 
her  Queen  of  Heaven,  a  fun  and  moon  appear  above.  At  her  feet  is  this  addrels,  from 
the  priorefs-:  "  SanSa  Maria  ora  pro  me."  And  round  the  lady  is  infcribed  •  "  Hie 
jacet  'Domina  Anna  Donaldi  Terleti  t  filia  quondam  priorifla  de  Jona  qua:  obiit  an  o  m* 
d"  xi*"  ejus  animaii  altjflimo  commendamus  " 

Mr.  Stuart,  who  fome  time  pall  vifited  this  place,  informed  me  that  at  that  time  he 
obferved  this  fragment  of  another  infcription :  *'  Hie  jacet  Mariota  filia  Johan :  Lauch- 
iani  Domini  de  .  .  .  ." 

Befides  this  place  of  fepulture,  was  another  on  the  outfide,  allotted  for  the  nuns  ; 
where*  at  a  refpeftable  diiiance  from  the  virtuous  reclufes,  lies  in  folimde  a  frail  filter. 

This  nunnery  could  never  have  betn  founded  (as  fome  afferl)  in  the  days  of  St.  Co- 
lumba,  who  was  no  admirer  of  the  fair  fex :  in  faft  he  held  them  in  fuch  abhoirence,  that 
hede(efted  all  cattle  on  their  account,  and  would  not  permit  acow  to  come  within  fight 
of  his  facred  wills ;  becaufe  "  'Sfar  am  hi  bo,  bi'dh  bean,  'Sfar  am  bi  bean,  bi'dh 
mallacha  :"  *'  Where  there  is  a  cow,  there  mull  be  a  woman ;  and  where  there  is  a 
woman,  there  muft  be  mifchief." 

Advance  from  hence  along  a  broad  paved  way,  which  is  continued  in  a  line  from  the 
munnery  to  the  cathedral :  another  branches  fi-om  it  to  the  bay  of  Martyrs ;  and  a  third 
jurrower  than  the,  others,  points  towards  the  hills. 

•  Keiih,  280.  f  Or  Charlei. 
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On~this  road  is  a  large  and  elegant  crofs,  called  that  of  Macleane,  one  of  threehuo' 
dred  and  fixty  that  were  ftandinc;  in  this  ifland  at  the  reformation  *,  but  immediately 
after  were  almoll  entirely  demouOied  by  order  of  a  provincial  aflTembly,  held  in  the 
iiland.  It  feems  to  have  been  cuflomary  in  Scotland  for  individuals  to  ere&  crofTe*, 
probably  in  conTequence  of  fome  vow,  or  perhaps  out  of  a  vain  hope  of  perpetuating 
their  memory. 

Arrive  at  Rdlig  Ourain,  onthe  burying-piace  of  Oran,  a  vail  enclofure }  the  great 
place  of  interment  for  the  number  of  monarcha  who  were  depofited  here,  and  for  the 
potentates  of  every  ifle,  and  their  lineage ;  for  all  were  ambitious  of  lying  in  this  holy 
fpot.  The  place  is  in  a  manner  filled  with  grave-ftones,  but  fo  overgrown  with  weeds, 
elpecially  with  the  common  butter-bur,  that  very  few  are  at  prefent  to  be  feen. 

I  was  very  defirous  of  viewing  the  tombs  of  the  kings,  defcribed  by  the  Dean  of  the 
ifles,  and  fixim  him  by  Buchanan :  the  former  fays  f,.  that  in  his  time  there  were  three, 
built  in  form  of  little  chapels;  on  one  was  infcribed,  *' Tumulus  Regum  Scorise." 
In  this  were  depofited  the  remains  -of  forty-eight  ScottiQi  monarchs,  beginning  with 
Fergus  II.,  and  ending  with  the  famous  Macbeth :  for  his  fucceflbr,  Malcolm  Canmore, 
decreed  for  the  future  Dumferline  to  be  the  place  of  royal  fepulture  |.  Of  the  Scottifh 
monarchs  interred  in  Jona,  fixteen  are  pretended  to  be  of  the  race  of  Alpin,  and  are 
ftyled,  Righrid  Ailpeanaeh. 

Fergus  was  the  founder  of  this  maufoleum  (Boethius  calls  it  abbatia  %\  and  not  only 
dire£ted  that  it  fhould  be  the  fepulchre  of  bis  fucceflbrs,  bt}t  alfo  caufed  an  office  to  b« 
compofed  for  the  funeral  ceremony. 

The  next  was  infcribed,  *'  Tumulus  Regum  Hiberra'ac,'*  containing  fiaur  Wfli  mo- 
narchs} and  the  third,  *'  Tumulus  Regum  Norwegiae,"  containing  eight  Norwegian 
princes,  or  more  probably  viceroys,  of  the  Hebrides,  while  they  were  fubjeft  to  tliat 
crown. 

That  fo  many  crowned  heads,  from  diSerent  nations,  fhould  prefer  this  as  the  place 
of  their  interment,  is  faid  to  have  been  owing  to  an  wcient  prophecy : 

Seacbd  bliadni  roimh'n,  bbni 
Thig  muii  thar  Eirin  n  aon  tn' 
Sthar  lie  ghu  irm  ghUit 
Acb  Sniuniiiidh  I  cbolum  cUiitch. 

Which  is  to  this  effeft :  "  Seven  years  before  the  end  of  the  world  a  deluge  fbaU 
drown  the  nations :  the  fea,  at  one  dde,  ffiall  cover  Ireland,  and' the  green-headed  Hay  ^ 
but  Columba's  ifle  Qiall  fwim  above  ihe'fiood." 

But  of  thefe  celebrated  tombs  we  could  difcover  nothing  more  than  certain  flight 
remains,  that  were  built  in  a  ridged  form,  and  arched  within  ;  but  the  infcriptions  were 
loft.  Thefe  are  called  JtMnaire  nan  righ,  or  the  ridge  of  the  kings.  Among  thefe 
flones  were  found  two  with  Gaelic  infcriptions,  and  the  form  of  a  crofs  carved  on  each : 
the  words  on  one  were,  "  Cros  Domhail  Fat'afich,"  or  the  crofs  of  Donald  -Long- 
ftianks  ;  the  other  fignified  the  crofs  of  Urchvine  o  Guin.  The  letters  were  thofe  of 
the  moft  ancient  Irifh  alphabet,  exhibited  in  Valiancy's  Irifh  grammar. 

Among  the  fame  fton^  is  alfo"the~following :  "  Hie  jacent  quatuor  priores  de — ex 
una  natione  V :  Johannes,  Hugoniua,  Fairicius :  in  decreds  olim  Bacularius,  alter  liu- 
gonius  II  qui  obiit  an.  Dom.  millefs'"''  quingenteflimo." 

*  Sbort  Defer,  of  Jooi,  1693.  Adroc.  Lfbr.  M.  S. .  f  P.  19.  {  BocthioB,  lib.  vli.  p.  I3t. 

S  hib.  lii.  p.  1 19.  II  Curiraed  by  Jobo  Lloyd,  Efq.  of  Wyg-fair,  Flintfllire. 
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.-  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stuart  for  thefe  three  inrcriptions,  which  he  niet  with  in  his 
former  voyage  ;  arriving  before  the  growth  of  the  all-covering  weeds.  Mr.  Frazier, 
fon  to  the  Dean  of  the  ifles,  informed  Mr.  Sacheverel,  governor  of  tlie  ifle  of  Man,  who 
vilited  Jona  in  1 68  8,  that  his  ^ther  had  colteded  there  three  hundred  infcriptions,  and 
prefented  them  to  the  Earl  of  Argyle ;  which  were  afterwards  loll  in  the  troubles  of 
the  family. 

I'he  chapel  of.  St.  Oran  flands  in  this  fpace,  which  legend  reports  to  have  been  the 
fird  building  attempted  by  St.  Columba ;  by  the  working  of  fome  evil  fpirit,  the  walls 
fell  down  as-fad  as  they  were  built  up. 

After  fome  coiifultation  It  was  pronounced,  that  they  never  would  be  permanent  till 
a  human  vidlim  was  buried  alive :  Oran  a  companion  of  the  faint,  generoufly  offered 
himfelf,  and  was  interred  accordingly  :  at  the  end  of  three  days  St.  Columba  had  the 
curiofity  to  take  a  farewell  look  at  his  old  friend,  and  caufed  the  earth  to  be  removed. 
To  the  furpriae  of  all  beholders,  Oran  ftarted  up,  and  began  to  reveal  the  fecrets  of 
his  prifon-houfe ;  and  particularly  declared,  that  all  that  had  been  faii  of  hell  was  a 
mere  joke.  This  dangerous  impiety  fo  Ihocked  Colomba,  that,  with  great  policy,  he 
inflantly  ordered  the  earth  to  be  flung  in  again ;  poor  Oran  was  overwhelmed,  and  an 
end  for  ever  put  to  his  prating.  His  grave  is  near  the  door,  didinguiflied  only  by  a  plain 
red  (lone. 

Boethius  *  gives  us  reafon  to  fuppofe,  before  this  period,  Jona  to  have  been  the 
habitadon  of  the  weird  fillers  and  cacodaemons ;  for  King  Natholocus,  like  Saul  of  old, 
confuhed  in  this  ifland  an  old  witch,  of  uncommon  fame :  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
the  prince  of  darknefe  fliould  be  interefted  in  the  overthrow  of  edifices  that  were  to 
put  an  end  to  his  influence. 

In  Oran's  chapel  are  feveral  tombs,  and  near  it  many  more :  within,  beneath  a  re* 
cefs formed  with  three  neat  pointed  arches,  is  a  tomb-ftone  with  a  ftiip  and  feveral  oma- 
ments.  I  forgot  whether  the  fails  were  furled  :  in  that  cafe  the  deceafed  was  defcended 
from  the  ancient  Kings  of  Man  of  the  Norwegian  t  race,  who  ufed  thofe  arms. 

Near  the  fouth  end  is  the  tomb  of  the  abbot  Mac-kinnan*&  father,  infcribed,  llxc  ell 
crux  Lauchlani  Mc.  Ftngon  et  ejus  hlii  Johannis  Abbatis  <le  Hy.  fafta  an.  Dom.  mi-i-i- 
cccclxxxix. 

Another  of  Macdonald  of  Ilay  and  Cantyre,  commonly  called  Jnnus,  or  Angus  oig, 
the  chief  of  the  name.  He  was  a  ftrong  friend  to  Robert  Bruce,  and  was  with  him 
at  the  battle  of  Bannbckbourne.  His  infcription  is,  Hie  jacet  corpus  Angufii  fUii 
OomiaiAngufii  Mc.  Domhnill  de  I!ay. 

In  another  place  lies  the  grave-ftone  of  Ailean  Nan  Sop,  a  Ceatharnarch,  or  head  of 
a  party,  of  the  name  of  Macleane  ;  from  whom  is  defcended  the  family  of  Torloilg. 
The  ftone  is  ornamented  with  carving  and  a  fliip. 

A  Macleane,  of  Col,  appears  in  armour  with  a  fword  in  his  left  hand.  A  Macleane 
of  Duart,  with  armour,  Ihield  and  two-handed  fword.  And  a  third,  of  the  fame  name 
of  the  family  of  Lochbuy  :  his  right  hand  grafps  a  piftol,  hi.s  left  a  fword.  Befides 
thefe,  are  numbers  of  other  ancient  heroes,  whofe  very  names  have  perilhed,  and  they 
deprived  of  their  expefled  glory :  their  lives  were,  like  the  path  of  an  arrow,  clofed  up 
and  loit  as  foon  as  pad}  and  probably  in  thofe  times  of  barbarifm,  as  fatal  to  their  fel- 
low creatures. 

About,  feventy  feet  fouth  of  the  chapel  is  a  red  unpoliflied  ftone ;  beneath  which  lies 
a  namelefs  King  of  France.    But  the  memory  of  the  fomous  old  do^orof  Mull  has  had 

*  Lib.  n.  p.  90.  '    t  DoHot  Micphetloa. 
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a  better  fate,  and  is  preferred  in  thefe  words :  Hie  jacet  Johannes  Betonus  MaclenorUm 
femiiije,  medicus,  qui  mortuus  eft  ig  Novembris  1657.  jEt.  63.  Donaldus  Betodus- 
fecit.  1674.  -  - 

Ecce  caJIt  jacula  TtAricJi  mortis  iniquic  j 
Qui  totie*  alois  Tolverat  ipfe  msilia. 
Soli  Deo  Gloria. 

A  little  north-weft  of  the  door  is  the  pedeftal  of  a  crofe:  on  it  are  certain  ftones, 
that  feem  to  have  been  the  fupport  of  a  tomb.  Numbers  who  vifit  this  ifland  (I  fup- 
pofe  the  elefl  impatient  for  the  confummation  of  all  things)  think  it  incumbent  on  them 
to  turn  each  of  thefe  thrice  round,  according  to  the  courle  of  the  fun.  They  are  called 
Cbcha-brath ;  for  it  is  thought  that  the  braih,  or  end  of  the  world,  will  not  arrive  till 
ihe  ftone  on  which  they  ftand  is  worn  through.  Originally,  fays  Mr.  Sacheverel, 
here  were  three  noble  globes,  of  white  marble,  ptaced.on  three  ftone  bafons,  and  thefe 
were  turned  round  ;  but  the  fynod  ordered  them,  and  fixty  crofles,  to  be  thrown  into 
the  fea.     The  prefent  ftones  are  probably  fubftituted  in  place  of  thefe  globeSv 

The  prectnd  of  thefe  tombs  was  held  facred,  and  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  aGirth, 
or  fanSuary  •.  Thefe  places  of  retreat  were  by  the  anci«it  Scotch  law,  not  to  flielter 
indifcrimtnately  every  offender,  as  was  the  cafe  in  more  bigotted  times  in  Catholic 
countries  ;  for  here  all  atrocious  criminals  were  excluded ;  and  only  the  unfortunate 
delinquent,  or  the  penitent  Tinner  fliielded  from  the  inftant  ftroke  of  rigorous  juftice. 
The  taws  are  penned  with  fuch  humanity  and  good  fenfe,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  feeing  them  in  their  native  fimpUcity  f. 

"  Gif  any  fleis  to  Halik  Kirk  moved  with  repentance  confelfes  there  that  h» 
*'  heavily  finned,  and  for  the  love  of  God  is  come  to  the  houfe  of  God  for  fafetie  of 
*'  htmfelf,  he  fall  nocht  time  life  nor  timme  bot  quhat  he  has  taken  frae  anie  man  he 
"  fall  reftore  fame-ikitl  to  him,  and  fall  fatisfie  the  King  according  to  the  law  of  the 
**  countrie. 

"  And  fwa  fall  fwere  upon  the  Halie  EvangeH  that  there-after  he  fall  never  commit 
"  raf  nor  theift."    Alex.  1 1.  c.  6. 

*'  If  ane  manllayer  takes  himfelf  to  the  immuniiie  of  the  Kiric,  he  fould  be  adnion- 
"  ilTed  and  required  to  come  forth  and  prefent  himfelf  to  the  law;  to  know  gif  thi 
"  flauchter  was  committed  beforthocbt  felonie  or  murther. 

"  And  gif  he  be  admonilTed,  and  will  not  come  furth  ;  frathat  time  fiirth  in  all  time 
"  thereafter  he  fal  be  baniftied  and  exiled  as  ane  committer  of  murther  and  forethocht 
"  felonie  ;  keep  and  refervand  to  him  the  immunitie  of  the  kirk  to  the  whilk  he  take 
"  himfelf."     Rob.  11 .  c.  9. 

Particular  care  was  alfo  taken  that  they  ftiould  receive  no  injury  during  their  retreat: 
penalties  were  enafted  for  even  ftriking ;  but  for  the  murder  of  any,  **  The  King  was 
to  have  from  the  flayer  twentye  nine  kyes  and  ane  zoung  kow  ;  and  the  offender  was 
alfo  to  alTithe  to  the  friends  of  the  defunft  conforme  to  the  laws  of  the  countrie.'* 
"Wil.  c.  5. 

The  cathedral  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  this  inclofure :  is  in  the  form  of  a  crofe. 
The  length  from  eaft  to  weft  is  a  hundred  and  fifteen  feet.  The  breadth  twmty-three. 
The  length  of  the  tranfept  fevenly.  Over  the  centre  is  a  handfome  tower :  on  each  of 
which  is  a  window  with  Ibme  ftone  work  of  dilfereni  forms  in  every  one; 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  are  fome  Gothic  arches  fupported  by  pillars,  -nine 
feet  eight  inches  high,  including  the  capitals;  and  eight  feet  nine  inches  in  drcumfer- 

•  Fo^dup,  lib.  ii.  c.  lo.  f  From  ihe  Kegtam Mijtftatem. 
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cnce.    The  capitals  are  quite  peculiar ;  carved  round  with  various  fuperfiitious  ligares* 
among  others  is  aa  angel  weighing  of  louls. 

The  altar  was  of  white  marble  veined  with  grey,  and  is  vulgarly  fuppofed  to  have 
reached  from  fide  to  fide  of  the  chancel :  but  Mr.  Sachevercl  •,  who  faw  it  when  al- 
mod  entire,  a&Qres  us,  that  the  lize  was  fix  feet  by  four. 

The  demolition  of  this  Hone  was  owing  to  the  belief  of  the  fuperditious  ;  who  were 
of  opinion,  that  a  piece  of  it  conveyed  to  the  poffeObr  fuccefs  in  whatever  he  undertook. 
A  very  fmall  jjprtionis  now  left ;  and  even  that  we  contributed  to  diminiffi. 

Ne:ir  the  altar  is  the  tomb  of  the  abbM  Mac-kJnnon.  His  figure  lies  recumbent, 
with  this  infci-iption  routid  the  margin,  *'  Hie  jacet  Johannes  Mac-Fmgone  abbas  de  Hy, 
qui  obitt  anno  Domini  MiltefTimo  quingcnteflimo,  cujus  animse  propitietur  Deus  altilG- 
mus.     Amen." 

On  the  other  fide  is  the  tomb  and  6gure  of  Abbot  Kenneth. 

On  the  iloor  is  the  efligy  of  an  armed  knight,  with  a  whilk  by  his  lide,  as  if  he  juH 
bad  returned  from  the  feaft  of  fliells  in  the  hall  of  Fingal. 

Among  thefe  funeral  fubjefls,  the  interment  (a  few  years  ago)  of  a  female  remarkable 
for  her  lineage  mufl  not  be  omitted.  She  was  a  dire^  defcendanr,  and  the  laft  of  the 
C!an-an-oifter,  oftiarii,  or  door-keepers  to  the  monaftery.  Thefirfl  ofthe  family  came 
over  with  Columba,  but  falling  under  his  difpleafure,  it  was  decreed  on  the  imprecation 
of  this  Irritable  faint,  that  never  more  than  five  of  his  clan  fhould  exifl  at  one  time  ; 
and  in  confequence  when  a  fixth  was  bom,  one  of  the  five  was  to  look  for  death. 
This,  report  fays,  alway  happened  till  tlie  period  that  the  race  was  extinguithed  In  this 
womjn. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  when  the  prefent  church  was  built :  if  we  may  credit  Boethius,  it 
nasrebuilt  byMalduinus,  in  the  feventh  century,  out  of  the  ruins  ofthe  fcurmer.  But 
the  prefent  {lru£tiH'e  is  far  too  magnificent  for  that  age.  Moft  of  the  waits  are  built  with 
red  granite  from  the  Nuns  jfle  in  the  found. 

From  the  fonth-eall.  comer  are  two  parallel  walls  about  twelve  feet  high,  and  ten  feet 
diftant  from  each  other.  At  prefent  they  are  called  Doms  targh,  or  the  door  to  the 
fliore:  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  continued  from  the  cathedral  to  the  fea,  to  have 
peen  roofed,  and  to  have  formed  a  covered  gallery  the  whole  way. 

Tn  the  chufch-yard  is  a  fine  crofs,  fourteen  feet  hij-h,  two  feet  two  inches  broad,  and 
ten  iitches  thick,  made  of  a  fingle  piece  of  red  granite.     The  pedeflal  is  three  feet  high. 
Near  the  fouih.eaft  end  is  Mary's  chapel.     Befides  this,  vt  are  informed,  that  there 
were  feveral  other  founded  by  the  Scottifh  monarchs,  and  the  Reguli  ofthe  iflest. 

The  monaflery  lies  behind  the  cathedral.  It  is  in  a  moll  ruinous  Aate,  a  fmall  rem- 
nant of  a  cloifler  is  left.  In  a  comer  are  fome  black  ftones,  held  fo  facred,  but  for 
what  reafon  I  am  ignorant,  that  it  was  cullomary  to  fwear  by  them  :  perhaps  from  their 
bdng  neighbours  to  the  tutelar  faint,  whofe  grave  is  almoit  adjacent. 

Boethius  X  gives  this  monaltery  an  earlier  antiquity  than  perhaps  it  can  jufily  claim. 
He  fays,  that  after  the  defeat  ofthe  Scots,  at  the  battle  of  Munda,  A.  D.  379,  the 
furrivora  with  all  religions  fled  to  this  iiland  i  and  were  the  wiginal  founders  of  this 
houfe.  But  the  account  given  by  the  venen^Ie  Bede  is  much  more  probable,  that  St. 
Columba  was  the  original  founder,  as  has  been  before  related. 

This  ille,  fays  the  Dean,  hes  beine  richlie  dotat  by  the  Scotch  kings :  and  mentions 
feveral  Mttle  iHands  that  kielonged  to  it,  which  he  calls  Soa,  Naban,  Moroan,  Reringe, 

*  P  13<.  f  Buchaitan,  lib.  i.  c.  37.    Deaivof  the  ifles,  19. 

X  Lib.  lit  p.  leH,  109, 
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Inch  Kenzie,  Eorfay,  and  Kannay.  If  thefe  had  been  all  the  endowments,  they  .*ould 
never  ferve  to  lead  the  religious  into  the  temptation  of  luxury  ;  but  they  were  in  pof- 
feflionof  a  confidcrable  number  of  churches  and  cliapels  in  Galway,  with  large  eftates 
annexed,  at!  which  wera  taken  from  thi-m,  and  granted  to  the  canons  of  Holyrood 
boufe  by  William  I.  betweeirthe  years  1 172  and  1 180". 

Co'uiiiba  was  the  firft  ahhoi :  he  and  his  rucceflbrs  maintamed  a  jurifdI£lion  over  all 
the  other  monafteries that  branched  from  this;  and  over  all  the  monks  of  this  abbey 
that  exercifed  the  prieft  y  or  even  epifcopal  funSion  in  other  places.  Cne  of  the  infti- 
tutes  of  Loyola  feems  here  to  have  been  very  early  eOablilhed,  for  the  eleveS  of  this 
houfe  feem  not  to  ihink  themfelves  freed  from  their  vow  of  obedience  to  the  abbot  of 
Jona.  Bede  i  fpeaks  of  the  fmgular  pre-eminence,  and  fays  that  the  ifland  always  had 
for  a  governor  an  abbot-prefbyter,  whofe  power  (by  a  very  uncommon  rule)  not  only 
every  province,  but  even  the  bidiops  themfelves,  obeyed.  From  this  account  the  ene- 
mies to  epifcopacy  have  inferred,  that  the  rank  of  bifiiop  was  a  novelty,  introduced  into 
the  church  incorrupt  times;  and  the  authority  they  aflumed  was  an  errant  ufurpa- 
tion,  fince  a  (imple  abbot  for  fo  confiderable  a  fpace  was  permitted  to  have  the  fup?ri- 
ority.  In  anfwer  to  this,  archbilhop  Ufher  {  advances,  that  the  power  of  the  abbot  of 
Jona  was  only  local ;  and  extended  only  to  the  bilhop  who  refided  there  r  for  after  the 
conqoeft  of  the  ifle  of  Man  by  the  Englilh,  and  the  divifion  of  the  fee  after  that  event, 
the  bifhop  of  the  ifles  made  Jona  his  refidence,  which  before  was  in  Man.  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  the  venerable  Bede  feems  to  be  a  (tronger  authority,  than  the  Ulfter 
annals  quoted  by  the  archbilhop,  which  pretend  no  more  than  that  a  biOiop  had  always 
refided  in  Jona,  without  even  an  attempt  to  refute  the  positive  aflertion  of  the  molt  re- 
fpeftable  author  we  have  (relating  to  church  matters)  in  thole  primitive  times. 

North  of  the  monaftery  are  the  remains  of  thebiIhop*s  houfe  :  the  refidence  of  the 
bifliops  of  the  ifles  after  the  ifle  of  Man  was  feparated  from  them.  This  event  happened 
in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  On  their  arrival  the  abbots  permitted  to  them  the  ufe  of 
their  church,  for  they  never  had  a  cathedral  of  their  own,  except  that  in  the  ifle  of 
Man.  During  the  time  of  the  Norwegian  reign,  which  lafted  near  two  hundred  years^ 
the  bilhops  were  chofen  without  refpeft  of  country,  for  we  find  French,  Norwegian,. 
Engiifli  and  Scotch  among  the  prelates,  and  they  were  generally,  but  not  always,  con- 
fecrated  at  Drontheim.  Even  after  the  ceffion  of  the  Ebudae  to  Scotland  by  Magnus,. 
Ae  patronage  of  this  bifhoprick  was  by  treaty  referred  to  the  archbifliop  §  of  Drontheim. 
This  fee  was  endowed  with  [|^  thirteen  iflands;  but  fome  of  them  were  forced  from- 
them  by  the  tyranny  of  fome  of  the  httle  chieftains;  thus  for  example,  Rafa,  as  the 
hcneft  Dean  fays,  was  perteintngta  Mac-GyllychaUan  by  the  fword,  iad  to  the  bifliop- 
•£  the  ifles  by  heritage. 

The  title  of  thefe  prelates,  during  the  conjunction  of  Man  and  Sodor,  had  beenuntver- 
.  ially  miftaken,  till  the  explications  of  that  moll  ingenious  writer  Dr.  Macpherfon  ^ :  it 
was  always  fuppofedto  have  been  derived  from  Soder,  an  imaginary  town,  either  in^ 
Man  or  in  Jona  :  whofe  derivation  was  taken  from  the  Greek  Soter  or  Saviour.  Dur- 
ing the  time  that  the  Norwegians  were  in  poffeflion  of  the  ifles,  they  divided  them  into 
two  pans :  the  nortbeni,  which  comprehended  ail  that  lay  to  the  north*of  the  point  o£ 

•  Sir  Janiei  Pslrrmple's  Coll    .71,172. 

.f  Hibere  >uiem  Tolet  ipfa  inrda  rcAorem  fcmper  Abbatem  VitfbyitTMto,  cujui  jnrict  omnn  Pron'ncia 
et  ipii  etiaovt'pifcopT  urdine  inuliiaio  •lebeant  elTc  fubje^i.     Lib.  iii  c  4. 
%  De  Brit  Kcilef  Priraord.  cap.  jv   p  701. 

i   Sir  David  Dalrymplc's    .nnali  of  scotUnd,  17^.  ({  Tbe  Dan. 
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Amamurchan,  and  were  called  the  Nordereys,  from  norder  North,  and  ey  an  Ifland. 
And  the  Sudereys  took  in  thoFe  that  lay  to  the  fouth  of  that  promontory.  This  was 
only  a  civil  divifion,  for  the  fake  of  governing  thefe  fcattered  dominions  with  more 
facility  J  for  a  feparate  vicsroy  was  fent  to  each,  but  both  were  fubjeft  to  the  fame 
jurifdiction  civil  and  eccleliaflical.  But  ias  the  Sudereys  was  the  mofl  important, 
-that  had  the  honour  of  giving  name  to  the  bilhoprick,  and  the  ifle  of  Man  retained  both 
titles,  like  as  England  unites  that  of  France,  notwiihftanding  many  centuries  have 
elapfed  Hnce  our  rights  to  the  now  ufurped  titles  are  loll. 

Proceed  on  our  walk.  To  the  weft  of  the  convent  is  the  abbot's  mount,  overlooking 
the  whole.  Beneath  feem  to  have  been  the  gardens  once  well  cultivated,  for  we  are 
told  that  the  monks  tranfplanted  from  other  places,  herbs  both  erculent  and  medicinal. 

Beyond  the  mount  are  the  ruins  of  a  kiln,  and  a  granary  :  and  near  it,  was  the  mill. 
The  lake  or  pool  that  ferved  it  lay  behind  j  is  now  drained,  and  is  the  lurbery,  the  fuel 
of  the  natives  :  it  appears  to  have  been  once  divided,  for  along  the  middle  runs  a  raifed 
way,  pointing  to  the  hills.  They  negleA  at  prefent  the  conveniency  of  a  mill,  and  ufe 
only  querns.  . 

North  from  the  granary  extend^  a  narrow  flat,  with  a  double  dike  and  fofs  on  one 
lide,  and  a  fmgte  dike  on  the  other.  At  the  end  is  a  fquare  containing  a  cairn  and 
furrounded  with  a  (lone  dike.  This  is  called  a  burial  place :  it  mult  have  been  in  very 
early  times  cotemporary  with  other  cairns,  perhaps  in  the  days  of  Droidifm  ;  for  bi- 
Aop  Pocock  mentions,  that  he  had  feen  two  {tones  feven  feet  high,  with  a  third  laid 
iicrofs  on  their  tops,  an  evident  cromleh :  he  alfo  adds,  that  the  Irilh  name  of  the 
ifland  was  lilh  Drunilh  >  which  agrees,  with  the  account  I  have  fomewhere  read,  that 
Jona  had  been  the  feat  of  Druids  expelled  by  Columba,  who  found  them  there. 

Before  I  quit  this  height,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  whole  of  their  religious  buildings 
were  covered  on  the  north  fide  by  dikes,  as  a  proteflion  from  the  northern  invaders, 
who  paid  little  regard  to  the  fandity  of  their  characters. 

I'he  public  was  greatly  interelled  in  the  prefervation  of  this  place,  for  it  was  the  re- 
pofitory  of  molt  of  the  ancient  Scotch  records".  The  library  here  muft  alfo  have 
been  invaluable,  if  we  can  depend  upon  Boethius,  who  aflerts  that  Fergus  the  II.  ailift. 
jng  Alaric  the  Goth,  in  the  facking  of  Rome,  brought  away  as  his  (hare  of  the  plunder, 
a  chelt  of  books,  which  he  prefented  to  the  monaftery  of  Jona.  ^ncas  Sylvius  (after* 
wards  Pope  Pius  II.)  intended,  when  he  was  in  Scotland,  to  have  vifited  the  library  ia 
fearch  of  the  loft  books  of  Livy,  but  was  prevented  by  the  death  of  the  King,  James  I. 
A  fmall  parcel  of  them  were  m  i525brought  to  Aberdeent*  and  great  pains  were 
taken  to  unfold  them,  but  through  age  and  the  tendcrnefe  of  ihe  parchment,  little  could 
be  read  :  but  from  what  the  learned  were  able  to  make  out,  the  work  appeared  by  the 
ftyle  to  have  rather  been  a  fragment  of  Sallutt  than  of  Livy.  But  the  regifter  and 
records  of  the  ifland,  all  written  on  parchment,  and  probably  other  niore  antique  and 
valuable  remains,  were  all  defiroyed  by  that  worfe  than  Gothic  fynod  J,  which  at  the 
jreformation  declared  war  againft  all  fcience. 

At  prefent,  this  once  celebrated  feat  of  learning  is  deflitute  of  even  a  fchool-mafl:er ; 
and  this  feminary  of  holy  men  wants  even  a  minifter  to  aflift  them  in  the  common 
duties  of  religion. 

•  Vide  Mac-lwnzie,  Stillingfltet,  Lliiyil. 

+  BotiMut,  lib.  vii.  p.  114.  PauUiB  Joviui,  f^iiouA  by  Uflier,  Br.  Eccl.  5^7. 

I  xm  inronned  that  numbeTt  of  (be  recotda  of  the  Hebridei  were  prelcrvii]  at  Diniwhci'm  lill  ib(y 
were  dcftrojed  by  tberreat  fire-wliicb  bappeucd  in  ibat  ciiy  eithei  in  the  tail  or  pr«l'ent  century. 
}  U.S.  Advocates Libnrf. 
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July  10.  Crors  the  iHand  over  a  mofl  fertile  elevated  traQ  to  the  fouth-wafl  fiJe,  to 
vifit  the  landing  place  of  St.  Columl:;! ;  a  fmall  bay,  v/'nh  a  pebbly  beach,  mixed  with 
varietyof  pretty  Hones,  fucli  as  vi.i let  coloured  quartz,  nephritic  ftones,  and  fragments 
of  porphyry,  granite  andZceblitz  marble:  a  vaft  tra£t  near  this  place  was  covered  with 
heaps  of  ftones,  of  unequal  fizes  :  thel'e,  as  is  faid,  were  the  penances  of  monks  who 
weie  to  i'aife  heaps,  of  dimen{ions  equal  to  iheir  crimes  :  and  to  judge  by  fome,il  is  no> 
breacii  of  charity  to  think  there  wtre  among  them  enormous  fmncrs. 

On  one  fide  is  (liewn  an  oblong  heap  of  earth,  the  fuppofed  fize  of  the  veffel  that 
tranfporled  St.  Columba  and  his  twelve  difciplts  from  Ireland  to  this  ifland. 

On  my  return  faw,  on  the  right  hand,  on  a  fmall  hill,  a  fmall  circle  of  (lones,  and  a 
little  cairn  in  the  middle,  evidently  Druidical,  but  called  the  htll  of  the  Angels,  Cnoc 
nar-aimgeal ;  from  a  tradition  that  ^he  holy  man  had  there  a  conference  with  thofe  ce- 
leftial  beings  foon  aftir  his  arrival.  Bifhop  Pocock  informed  me,  that  the  natives  were 
accuflomed  to  bring  their  horfes  to  this  circle  at  the  fea(t  of  St,  Michael,  and  tg  courfe 
round  it.  I  conjedture  that  this  ufage  originated  from  the  cuftom  ofblefling  the  horfes- 
in  the  days  of  fuperflition,  when  the  prieft  and  the  holy  water  pot  were  called  in  :  but 
in  latter  times  the  horfes  are  flill  aOembled,  but  the  realbn  forgotfen. 

The  traveller  mull  not  negle£t  to  afcend  the  hill  of  Dun-ii ;  from  whofe  fummit  is  a 
moft  piflurefque  view  of  the  long  chain  of  little  illands,  neighbours  to  this;  of  the  long. 
low  ifles  of  C&l  and  Tir.I  to  the  well ;  and  the  valt  height  of  Rum  and  Slue  to  the. 
north. 

'  July  1  r.  At  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  firfl  fair  wind  wc  yet  had,, 
fet  fail  for  the  found  :  the  view  of  Jona,  its  cluflered  town,  the  great  ruins,  and  the  fer- 
tility of  the  ground,  were  fine  contrails,  in  our  paflage  to  the  red  granite  rocks  of  the. 
barren  Mull. 

Loch-Screban,  or  Loch-Leven  in  Mull,  foon  opens  to  our  view.  After  pafling  a 
cape,  placed  in  our  maps  far  too  projeding,  fee  Lochin-a-Gaal ;  .a  deept»y,vith  the 
ifles  of  Ulva  and  Gometra  in  its  mouth.  On '  Ulva  are  bafaltic  columns  of  a  lighter 
colour  than  ufual.  In  Loch-Screban  that  intelligent  voyager  Mr.  Mills  in  1788,  diP 
covered  in  a  glen  near  Ardlun  head,  a  wonderful  cotleflion  of  bafaltic  columns,  variouHy 
dirpofed,  fouie  ereH,  others  bending  as  if  preffed  by  the  incumbent  weight,  and  attend- 
ed by  lava  and  vitrifiEd  matter.  An  infulated  rock  of  a  very  furprizing  compofition  is 
10  be  feen  at  the  extremity  of  the  glen,  fupported  by  lofty  bafaltic  pillars  ilightly  inclined. 
The  greater  part  of  the  rock  is  formed  of  rude  lava,  but  one  fide  conlilts  of  pillars  lying 
horizontally  upon  the  others,  and  regularly  refling  on  them  till  they  reach  thefumoiit 
of  the  lava,  and  form  on  that  part  a  moll  beautiful  and  fmgular  facing  *. 

On  the  weft  appears  the  beautiful  groupe  of  the  Treafliunilh  ifles  t-  Neareft  lies- 
Staffa,  a  new  giant's  caufeway,  rifing  umidti  the  waves ;  but  with  columns  of  double  the. 
height  of  that  in  Ireland;  glofly  and  refplendent,  from  the  beams  of  the  eaflern  iun. 
Their  grcatell  height  was  at  the  fouthern  point  of  the  ille,  of  which  they  feemed  the 
foppcrt.  They  decreafed  in  height  in  proportion  as  they  advanced  along  that  face  of 
Stafla  oppofed  to  us,  or  the  eaftcrn  fide ;  at  length  appeared  loft  in  the  formlefs  ftrata : 
and  the  reft  of  theilland  that  appeared  to  us  was  formed, of  flopes  to  the  water  edge,  or 
of  rude  but  not  lofty  precipices.  Over  part  of  the  ifle,  on  the  wellem  fide,  was  plainly 
to  be  feen  a  vaft  precipice,. feemingly  coiuninar,  tike  the  preceding*  I  wiQied  to  make  a 

•  PliJI.  Tr»nf.  IxKX.  p.  73.  tab.  i». 

f  Thcftf  are  molt  erronfouAj  placed  ia  the  mipt  a  very  con&^rablc  diiUnce  too  far  to  the  north. 
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nearer  approach,  but  the  prudence  of  Mr.  Thompfon,  who  was  unwilling  to  venture  in  . 
ihefe  rocky  feas,  prevented  my  farther  fearch  of  this  wondrous  ifle;  I  could  do  no 
more  than  caufe  an  accurate  view  to  be  taken  of  its  eaftern  fide,  and  of  thofe  of  the 
other  pifturefque  iflands  then  in  fight.  But  it  is  a  great  confolation  to  me,  that  I  am 
able  to  lay  before  the  public  a  mod  accurate  account  communicated  to  me  through  the 
friendftiip  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who,  on  Auguft  1 4  of  this  lummer,  vifited  thefe  parts 
on  his  interelUhg  voyage  to  Iceland. 


ACCOUNT  0¥  STAFFA.  Br  Sik  Jmifh  Bank.  Baiomkt. 

Augud  1 2.  "  Ik  the  found  of  Mull,  we  came  to  anchor,  on  the  Morvgn  fidc» 
oppofite  to  a  gentleman's'houfe,  called  Drumncn :  the  owner  of  it,  Mr.  Macleane, 
having  found  out  who  we  were,  very  cordially  aiked  us  afliore  ;  we  accepted  his  invi- 
tation, and  arrived  at  his  houfe,  where  we  met  an  Englifli  gentleman,  Mr.  Leach  *, 
who  no  fooner  faw  us  than  he  told  us,  that  about  nine  leagues  from  us  was  an  iHand 
where  he  believed  no  one  even  in  the  Highlands  had  beenf,  on  which  were  pillars 
like  thofe  of  the  Giant's- Caufeway  :  this  was  a  great  objefl  to  me  who  had  wifhed  to 
have  feen  the  caufeway  itfelf,  would  (ime  have  allowed  ;  1  therefore  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed direftly,  efpccially  as  it  was  juft  in  the  way  to  the  Columb-kill :  accordingly, 
having  put  up  two  days  provifions,  and  my  little  tent,  we  put  off  iu  the  boat  about 
one  o  clock  for  our  intended  voyage,  having  ordered  the  Ihip  to  wait  for  us  in  Tobir- 
^more,  a  very  fine  harbour  on  the  Mull  fide. 

"  At  nine  o'clock,  after  a  tfdious  p30age,  having  had  not  a  breath  of  wind,  we 
arrived,  under  the  direflion  of  Mr.  Macleane's  fon,  and  Mr.  Leach.  It  was  too  dark 
to  fee  any  thing,  fo  we  carried  our  tent  and  baggage  near  the  only  houfe  upon  the 
illand,  and  began  to  cook  our  fuppers,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  eafliell  dawn, 
to  enjoy  that  which  from  the  converfalion  of  the  gentlemen  we  had  now  raifed  the 
higheft  expeftations  of. 

*'  The  impatience  which  every  body  felt  to  fee  -the  wonders  we  had  heard  fo  largely 
defcribed,  prevented  our  morning's  reft  ;  every  one  was  up  and  in  qiotion  before  the 
break  of  day,  and  with  the  firft  light  arrived  at  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland,  the 
feat  of  the  moft  remarkable  pillars  ;  where  we  no  fooner  arrived  than  we  were  ftruck 
with  a  fcene  of  magnificence  which  exceeded  our  expe£lattons,  though  formed,  as  we 
thought,  upon  the  moft  fanguine  foundations ;  the  whole  of  that  end  of  the  ifland 
fnpported  by  ranges  of  natural  pillars,  moftly  above  fifty  feet  high,  ftandiog  in  natural 
colonnades,  according  as  the  bays  or  points  of  land  formed  themfelves ;  upon  a  firm 
bafis  of  folid  unformed  rock,  above  thefe,  theflratum  which  reaches  to  the  foil  or  fur- 
fiice  of  the  ifland,  varied  in  ihicknefs  as  the  ifland  itfelf  formed  into  hills  or  vallies; 
each  hill,  which  hung  over  the  columns  below,  forming  aii  ample  pediment  j  fome  of 
thefe  above  fixty  feet  in  ihicknefs,  from  the  bafe  to  the  point,  formed  by  the  floping 
of  the  hill  on  each  fide,  almc^  into  the  Ihape  of  thofe  ufed  in  architedure. 

*  "  I  cannot  bat  tiprefs  eUc  obligaltont  1  haic  to  this  gentltman  forhis  *ery  kind  intcntinns  ot  infonntng 
mc  of  iliia  malchlcfa  curiorn;  ;  for  I  am  informed  ihat  lie  putfued  me  in  a  boat  for  two  mileii,  to  acquaint 
jnc  wiili  what  he  had  obfervtd  ;  but,  airfbrtunatdy  for  me,  w<  out- fa N ed  hU  liberal  intertion."  ■ 

j-  •<  Mhto  I  lay  in  the  fuund  of  Jona,  two  gentlemen,  fro.'n  the  iGe  of  Mull,  and  whofu  fettlements  vert 
lb«c,  [ctfoed  to  know  nothing  of  this  place }  at  Icaft  tbcy  never  mentioned  it  ai  any  thing  wonderful." 

*•  Compared 
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**  Compared  to  this  what  are  the  cathedrals  or  the  palaces  built  by  mea!  mere  mo- 
dels or  playthings,  imitations  as  diminutive  as  his  works  wi!I  always  be  when  compared 
to  thofe  of  nature. '  Where  is  now  the  boafl  of  the  architeft  !  regularity,  the  only  part 
in  which  he  fancied  himfelf  to  exceed  his  miftrefs,  Nature,  is  here  found  in  her  pof- 
feflion,  and. here  it  has  been  for  ages  undefcribcd  ••  Is  not  this  the  fchool  where' the 
art  was  originally  Hiudied,  and  what  has  been  added  to  this'  by  the  whole  Grecian 
fchool  ?  a  capital  to  ornament  the  column  of  nature,  of  which  they  could  executeonly 
a  model ;  and  for  that  very  capital  they  were  obliged  to  a  bufti  of  Acanthus:  how 
amply  does  nature  repay  thofe  who  (tudy  her  wonderful  works! 

»'  With  our  minds  full  of  fuch  rcflefti'  ns  we  proceeded  along  the  fliore,  treading 
upon  another  Giant's  Caiifeway,  every  ftone  being  regularly  formed  into  a  certaiii 
number  of  fidLs.  and  angles,  till  in  a  Ihort  time  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  a  cave, 
the  mod  magnificent,  I  fuppofe,  that  has  ever  been  defcribed  by  travellers. 

'•  The  mind  can  hardly  form  an  idea  more  magnificent  than  fuch  a  fpace,  fupported 
on  each  fide  by  ranges  of  columns  ;  and  roofed  by  the  bwttonis  of  thofe,  which  have 
been  broke  oS  in  order  to  form  it ;  between  the  angles  of  which  a  yellow  ftalagmitic 
matter  has  exuded,  whicK  ferves  to  define  the  angles  precifeiy  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
vary  the  colour  with  a  great  deal  of  elegance,  and  to  render  it  dill  more  agreeable, 
the  whole  is  lighted  from  without;  fo  thct  the  fartheft  extremity  is  very  plainly  feeii  ' 
from  without,  and  the  air  within,  being  agitated  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides, 
is  perfeftly  dry  and  wholefome,  free  entirely  from  the  damp  vapours  with  which  na- 
tural caverns  in  general  abound. 

"'  We  afked  the  name  of  it.  Said  our  guide,  the  cave  of  Fhinn  ;  what  is  Fhinn  ? 
faid  we.  Fhinn  Mac  Coul,  whom  the  tranflator  of  Olfian's  works  has  called  FingaU 
How  fortunate  that  in  this  cave  we  fliould  meet  with  the  remembrance  of  that  chief, 
whofe  exigence,  as  well  as  that  of  the  uhole  epic  poem  is  almod  doubted  in  England. 

'*  Enough  for  the  beauties  of  StatTa  )  I  fliall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  it  and  its  pro-, 
dudions  more  philofopically : 

*'  The  little  ifland  of  Stafia  lies  on  the  wefl  coad  of  Mull,  about  three  leagues 
north-eaft  frem  Jona,  or  the  Columb  Kill ;  its  greateft  length  is  about  an  Englifli  mile, 
and  its  breadth  about  half  a  one<  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifle  is  a  fmall  bay,  where 
boats  generally  land ;  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  which  the  firft  appearance  of  pillars 
are  to  be  obferved  ;  they  are  fmall,  and  inftead  of  being  placed  upright,  lie  down  on 
their  fides,  eacTi  forming  a  fegment  of  a  circle ;  from  thence  you  pafs  a  fmall  cave, 
above  which,  the  pillars  now  grown  a  little  larger,  are  inclining  in  all  dir^ftions :  in 
one  place  in  particular  a  fmall  mafs  of  them  very  much  refemble  the  ribs  of  a  fliipf  ; 
from  hence,  having  pafled  the  cave,  which,  if  it  is  not  low  water,  you  mufl  do  in  a 
boat,  you  come  to  the  firfl:  ranges  of  pillars,  which  are  flill  not  above  half  as  large  as 
thofe  a  little  beyond.  Over  againft  this  place  is  a  fmall  ifland,  called  in  Erfe,  Boo-flia- 
la,  or  more  properly  Bhuacha-ille,  or  the  herdfman,  feparated  from  the  main  by  a 
channel  not  many  fathoms  wide ;  this  whole  ifland  is  compofed  of  pillars  without  any 

■  "  Stafia  it  taken  notice  6f  by  BtichaRan]  but  in  the  flighleft  nianocr ;  and  among  the  tlioufanda  who 
have  iiavi|Tatecl  there  feai,  none  have  paid  the  Icaft  attcotioo  to  it*  grand  and  finking  charaAeritlic,  till  thii 
prcfent  year. 

"  This  ifland  is  the  property  of  Mr  Laiichlan  Mac  Quaire  of  Ulva,  and  i*  now  to  he  dtfpofed  of. 

f  "  The  Giant's  Caufewny  has  its  bending  pillars ;  but  I  imagine  them  to  be  very  different  from  thefe. 
Thofe  I  faw  were  erccl,  and  ran  along  the  face  of  a  high  cliff,  bent  Itiaagcty  in  their  middle,  u  if  unable, 
at  their  original  formation,  while  io  a  foft  tlatr,  to  fnpport  the  siafs  of  incumbent  earth  that  preffed  on 
thtm. 

VOL.  ill.  K  R  ftratum 
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flratum  above  them ;  they  are  ftiU  fmall,  but  by  much  the  oeatefl  formed  of  any  about 
the  place. 

*'  The  firft  divifion  of  the  ifland,  for  at  high  water  it  is  divided  into  two,  makes  a 
Idnd  of  a  cone,  the  pillars  converging  together  towards  the  centre ;  on  the  other, 
they  are  in  general  laid  down  flat,  and  in  the  front  next  to  the  main,  you  fee  how 
beautifully  th?y  are  packed  together,  th«r  ends  coming  out  fquare  with  the  bank 
which  they  form :  all  thefe  have  their  tranfverfe  feSions  exaft,  and  their  furfaces 
fmooth,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  the  large  ones,  which  are  cracked  in  all 
directions.  I  much  queflion  however,  if  any  one  of  this  whole  iiland  of  BhuachaiUe 
is  two  feet  in  diameter. 

**  The  main  iiland  oppofed  to  Boo-flia-la  and  ^her  towards  the  north>weft  is 
fupported  by  ranges  of  pillars  pretty  ere£t,  and,  though  not  tali,  (as  they  are  not  un- 
covered to  the  bafe,)  of  large  diameters  J  and  at  their  feet  is  an  irregular  pavement 
made  by  the  upper  (ides  of  fuch  as  have  been  broken  off,  which  extends'  as  far  under 
water  as  the  eye  can  reach.  Here  the  forms  of  the-  pillars  are  apparent :  thefe  are  of 
three,  four,  five,  fix,  and  feven  fides,  but  the  numbers  of  five  and  fix  are  by  much 
the  mofl  prevalent.  The  largeft  I  meafured  was  of  feven  %  it  was  four  feet  five  inches 
in  diameter.  I  (hall  give  the  meafurement  of  its  fides,  and  thofe  of  fome  other  forms 
which  I  met  with. 

"  No.  I.  4  fide^  diam.  i  ft.  5  in.  No.  3.  5  fides,  diam.  2  ft.  10  in. 

Fi.    In. 
Side  I.    1     5 


Side  I. 

Ft.     In. 
1    10 

2. 

1    10 

3- 
4- 
5- 

■       S 

"  No.  3.  6  fides,  diam.  3  ft.  6  in.  No.  4.  7  fides,  diam.  4  ft.  j  iiv 

1.  o  10  I.  a  10 

2.  2  a  2.  2  4 

3.  a  2  3.  1  10 

4.  I  II  4.  2  o        , 

5-     3     »  S-     »     » 

6.     3    9  6.     I     o 

7-     »     3 

**  The  furfaces  of  thefe  large  pillars  in  general  are  rough  and  uneven,  full  of  cracks 
in  all  direflions :  the  tranfverfe  figures  in  the  upright  ones  never  fail  to  run  in  their 
true  dire^ons ;  the  furfaces  upon  which  we  walked  were  often  flat,  having  neither 
concavity  nor  convexity :  the  larger  number  however  were  concave,  though  fome 
were  very  evidently  convex ;  in  fome  places  the  interftices  within  the  perpendicular 
figures  were  filled  up  with  a  yellow  fpar  ;  in  one  place  a  vein  paffed  in  among  the  mafs 
of  pillars,  carrying  here  and  there  fmall  threads  of  fpar.  Though  they  were  broken 
and  cracked  through  and  through  in  all  dire£tions,  yet  their  perpendicular  figures 
might  eafily  be  traced :  from  whence  it  is  eafy  to  inter,  that  whatever  the  accident 
might  have  been  that  caufed  the  diflocation,  it  happened  after  the  formation  of  the 
pillars. 

8  "  From 
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**  From  hence  proceeding  along  (bore,  you  arrive  at  ^gal*s  cave :  its  (Umenfions 
though  I  have  given,  I  ihall  here  again  repeat  in  the  form  of  a  table : 

*'  Length  of  the  cave  from  the  ropk  without 

from  the  pitch  of  the  arch 
Breadth  of  ditto  at  the  mouth 

.  at  the  iarther  end 
Height  of  the  arch  at  the  mouth  ... 

at  the  end 
Height  of  an  outfide  pillar  -  .  • 

of  one  at  the  N.  W.  comer 
Depth  of  water  at  the  mouth 

at  the  bottom  •  -  9    Q 

The  cave  runs  into  the  rock  in  the  diredion  of  M.  E.  by  E.  by  the  compafs. 

**  Proceeding  (anher  to  the  N.  W.  you  meet  with  the  higheft  ranges  of  pillars,  the 
magnificent  appearance  of  which  is  paft  alt  defcription :  here  they  are  bare  to  thdr  very 
bans,  and  the  Itratum  below  them  is  alfo  vifible ;  in  a  fhort  time  u  rifes  many  feet 
above  the  water,  and  gives  an  opportunity  of  examining  its  quality.  Its  furface  rough, 
and  has  often  large  lumps  of  Hone  (licking  in  it,  as  if  half  immerfed  ;  itfelf,  when 
broken,  is  compofed  of  a  thoufand  heterogeneous  parts,  which  together  have  very 
much  the  appearance  of  a  lava  ;  and  the  more  fo  as  many  of  the  tumps  appear  to  be 
of  the  very  fame  ftone  of  which  the  pillars  are  formed  :  this  whole  flraium  lies  in  aa 
inclined  pofition,  dipping  gradually  towards  the  S  E.  As  hereabouts  is  the  lituationi 
of  the  highe{l  pillars,  I  Ihall  mention  my  meafurements  of  them,  and  the  different  llrata 
ia  this  place,  premifing  that  the  meafurements  were  made  with  a  line,  held  in  the  hand 
of  a  perfon  who  ftood  at  the  top  of  the  cUff,  and  reaching  to  the  bottom,  to  the  lower 
end  of  which  was  tied  a  white  mark,  which  was  obferved  by  one  who  (laid  below  for 
the  purpofe  j  when  this  mark  was  fet  off  from  the  water,  the  perfon  below  noted  it 
down,  and  made  fignal  to  him  above,  who  made  then  a  mark  in  his  rope :  whenever  this 
mark  pafled  a  notable  place,  the  fame  fignal  was  made,  and  the  name  of  the  place  noted 
down  as  before  \  the  line  being  all  hauled  up,  and  the  diftances  between  the  mark* 
meafured  and  noted  down,  gave,  when  compared  with  the  book  kept  below,  the  dif. 
tances,  as  for  inflance  in  the  cave : 

*<  No.  I.  in  the  book  below,  was  called  from  the  water  to  the  foot  c^  the  ftrjt  pit. 
lar,  in  the  book  above ;  No.  1.  gave  36  feet  8  inches,  the  higheft  of  that  afcent,  which 
Iras  compofed  of  broken  pillai^. 

'*  No.  I.  Pillar  at  the  well  comer  of  Fingal's  cave : 

Ft.   fa. 
I.  From  the  water  to  the  foot  of  the  pillar  -  -  •        12  10 

3.  Hdght  of  the  {Hilar  .  -  . 

3.  Stratum  above  the  pillar 

No.  3>  Fmgal's  cave : 

1.  From  the  water  to  the  foot  of  the  pillar 

2.  Height  of  the  pillar  -  . 

3.  From  the  top  of  the  pillar  to  the  top  of  the  arch 

4.  Thicknefs  of  the  ftratum  above 
By  adding  together  the  three  firft  meafurements,  we  got  the  height  of  tha  ' 

arch  hrom  the  water 


i? 

3 
9 

36 

39 

6 
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4 

34 

4 

17  6 
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No.  3.  Corner  ptllar^to  the  weftward  of  Fingal's  cave : 

Stratum  below  the  pillar  of  lava-like  matter 
Length  of  pillar 
Stratum  above  the  pillar 

"Kn   A     A  nnthpr  n^lar  to  the  weftward  : 


ferther  to  the  weftward : 

19  8 
SS  > 
54  7 
1  is  here  mentioned,  is  uniformly  the  fame, 
nding  and  inclining  in  all  dire£tions,  fome- 
ily  be  faid  to  have  an  inclination  to  afliime  a 
but  never  breaking  into,  or  difturbing  the 
A'here  keep  an  uniform  and  irregular  line. 
le  north  end  of  the  iiland,  you  arrive  at  Oua 
the  ftratum  under  the  pillars  is  lifted  up  very 
y  lefs  than  thofe  at  the  N.  W.  end  of  the 
1  is  a  bay,  which  cuts  deep  into  the  ifland, 
I  quarter  of  a  mile  over.  On  the  fides  of 
which  almoft  cuts  the  ifland  into  two,  are 
having  a  Jtratum  between  them  exactly  the 
numerable  tittle  pillars,  fliaken  out  of  their 

otally  ccare  ;  the  rock  is  of  a  dark  brown 
you  have  pafletf  round  the  S.  E.  end  of  the 
ipied  by  the  pillars,)  which  you  meet  again 
ifelves  irregularly,  as  if  the  ftratum  had  an 
:  the  bending  pillars  where  I  began. 
rmed  is  a  coarfe  kind  of  bafalles,  very  much 
1,  though  none  of  ihem  are  near  fa  neat  as  the 
n  at,  the  Britifli  Mufcum;  owing  chiefly  to 
,  in  the  Irifh  a  fine  black  :  indeed  the  whole 
the  Giant's  Caufeway  j  with  which  1  ftiould 
the  former  before  me  *." 
)nd  Staffa,  Baca-beg,  and  the  Dutchman's- 
i^  compoi'ed  of  ruJe  bafaltic  pillars.  Next 
h'apes  as  we  recede  from  it ;  the  low  flats  of 

•  As  this  account  !e  copied  from  Mr  Banks'a  journal,  I  take  the  liberty  of  faying  (wha[  by  this  lime 
that  gentleman  U  well  acquainted  with,)  that  StaiTa  is  a  genuine  rnafa  of  bafaltta,  ot  Ciiani's  Caufeway  ;  bwt 
in  mod  refjcits  fuperioi'  to  the  Iriih  in  grand.-ur,  I  mult  add  that  ih?  name  IB  Noiwegian^  and  moll  pro- 
perly  beftowed  on  accouut  of  its  fiiigular  ftruClure  ;  acaffa  being  dttived  from  Staf,  a  (tafF,  prop,  or,  figu. 
rativdyi  a  column. 

f  ( i;  At  the  bottom  of  the  print  of  the  roeis  of  Cannay,  is  a  very  lingular  view  of  Lunja,  and 
the  Dutchman's  cap,  a»  they  appeared  about  eightor  nine  miles  diflant,  the  firft  S.  S,  by  W,  the  Utt 
S.  W.  by  S. 
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Flada  next  fiiew  thenifelves  ;  and,  Jaftly,  the  ifles  of  Cairn-berg  more  and  beg,  with 
columnar  appearances  :  the  firft  noted  for  its  ancient  fortrefs,  the  outgard  to  the  Su- 
dereys,  or  fouthern  Hehrides. 

In  the  year  1 249,  John  Dunpadi,  appointed  by  Acho  of  Norway,  king  of  the  north- 
ern Hebrides,  was  entrufted  with  the  defence  of  this  caftle ;  and,  in  return  for  that 
confidence,  declined  to  furrc-nder  it  to  Alexander  III.  of  Scotland,  who  meditated 
the  conqueft  of  thefi^  iflands.  It  was  in  thofe  days  called  Kiarnaburgh,  or  Biarna- 
burgh  •.  The  Madeanes  poiTefled  it  in  1715,  and  during  the  rebellion  of  that  year, 
was  taken  and  re-iaken  by  each  party. 

In  our  courfe  obferve  at  a  diftance,  Tirey,  or  Tir-T,  famous  for  its  great  plain,  and 
the  breed  of  .little  horfes.  To  the  norih,  feparated  from  Tirey  by  a  fmall  found,  ts 
the  ifle  of  Col.  I  muft  not  omit  obferving,  that  the  firft  is  reported  by  a  very  fenfible- 
writer,  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  cuhure  of  tobacco  f. 

Fafs  the  point  Ruth-an^i  11eith,inMull,  when  Egg  high  and  rounded.  Muck  fmalU- 
and  the  exalted  tops  of  the  mouijiainous  Rum,  and  lofty  Sky,  appear  in  view.  Leave, 
on  the  eaft,  Calgarai  bay  in  Mull,  with  a  few  houfes,  and  fome  figns  of  cultivation;- 
the  firll  marks  of  population  that  had  fliewn  themfelves  in  this  vaft  ifland. 

The  entrance  of  the  found  of  Mull  now  opens,  bounded  to  the  north  by  cape  Ard- 
namurchan,  or,  the  height  of  the  boifterous  fea  j  and  beyond,  inland,  foar  the  vaft 
fummit?  of  Benevifh,  Morvern,  and  Crouachan. 

Towards  afternoon  the  (ky  grows  black,  and  the  wind  irefliens  into  a  gale,  attended 
with  rain,  difcouraging  us  from  a  chace  of  feals,  which  we  propofed  oq  the  rock 
HeiOtyr,  a  little  to  ihe  weif,  where  they  fwarm.  To  the  well  of  Cannay,  have  a  figlil 
of  the  rock  Humbia,  formed  of  bafaliic  columns  }. 

Leave,  three  leagues  to  the  weft,  the  cairns  of  Col,  a  dangerous  chain  of  rocks,  ex- 
tending from  its  northern  extremity. 

Sail  under  the  vaft  mountains  of  Rum,  and  the  point  of  Bredon,  through  a  moft 
turbulent  fea,  caufed  by  the  clafliing  of  two  adverfe  tides.  See  feveral  fmall  whales, 
called  here  Pollacks,  that,  when  near  land,  are  often  chafed  on  ffiore  by  boats :  they 
are  ufually  about  ten  feet  long,  and  yield  four  gallons  of  oil.  At  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  find  ourfelves  at  anchor  in  four  fathom  water,  in  the  fnug  harbour  of  the  ifle 
of  Cannay.  Formed  on  the  north  fide  by  Cannay,  on  the  fouth  by  the  little  ifle  oi 
Sanda  ;  the  mouth  lies  oppofite  to  Rum,  and  about  three  miles  diftant ;  the  weftern 
channel  into  it  is  impervious  by  reafon  of  rocks.  On  that  fide  of  the  entrance  next 
to  Sanda  is  a  rock  to  be  fhuimed  by  mariners. 

As  foon  as  we  had  time  to  caft  our  eyes  about,  each  Ihore  appeared  pleafing  to  hu-  > 
manity  ;  verdant,  and  covered  with  hundreds  of  cattle  :  both  fides  gave  a  full  idea  of 
plenty,  for  the  verdure  was  mixed  with  very  little  rock,  and  fcarcely  any  heath  ;  but  a 
fhorl  converfation  with  the  natives  foon  difpelled  this  agreeable  error ;  they  were  at 
this' very  time  in  fuch  want,  that  numbers  for  a  long  time  had  neither  bread  nor  meal 
for  their  poor  babes  ;  fifh  and  milk  was  their  whole  fubfiftence  at  this  time:  the  hrft 
was  a  precarious  relief,  for,  befides  the  uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  to  add  to  their  diftrefs, 
their  {lock  of  filh-hooks  was  almoft  exhaufted ;  and  to  ours,  that  it  was  not  in  our 
power  to  fopply  them.  Therubbans,  and  other  trifles  I  had  brought  would  have  been 
infults  to  people  in  diftrefs.  I  lamented  that  my  money  had  been  fo  ufelefsly  laid  out  ;■ 
for  a  few  dozens  of  iifh-hopks,  or  a  few  pecks  of  meal,  would  have  made  thept  happy. 

*  Torrxat,  164.  t  Account  current, betwixt  Eigland  and  Scotland,  by  John  SprutU 

t  Thii  WM  difcovered  by  Mr.  Murdoch-  Mickeiiiic. 
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The  Turks  ereft  caravanferas.  Chriftians  of  different  opioions  concur  in  eftabliihing 
hofpitia  among  the  dreary  Alps,  for  the  reception  of  travellers.  I  could  wifli  the  pubUc 
bounty,  or  private  charity,  would  found  in  At  parts  of  the  illes  or  maintand,  magazines 
of  meal,  as  prefcrvatives  againft  famine  in  thefe  diilant  parts. 

The  crops  had  failed  here  the  laft  year;  but  the  little  com  foiim  at  prefent  had  a 
promi/ing  afpe^l ;  and  the  potatoes  are  ihe  bed  I  had  feen,  but  thefe  were  not  fit  for 
ufe.  The  ifles  I  fear  annually  experience  a  temporary  famine  ;  perhaps  from  impro- 
vidence,  perhaps  from  eagemefs  to  increafe  their  ftock  of  cattle,  which  they  can  eafily 
difpofe  of  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  a  landlord,  or  the  oppreffions  of  an  agent.  The 
people  of  Cannay  export  none,  but  fell  them  to  the  numerous  bufles  who  put  into  this 
Portus  Saluiis  on  different  occafions. 

The  cattle  are  of  a  middle  fize,  black,  long-legged,  and  have  thin  ftaring  nunes  from 
the  neck  along  the  back,  and  up  part  of  the  tail :  they  look  well,  for  in  feverai  parte  of 
the  ifiands  they  have  good  warm  recedes  to  retreat  to  in  winter.  About  iixty  head  are 
exported  annually. 

Each  couple  of  milch  cows  yielded  at  an  average  feven  ftones  of  butter  and  cheefe ; 
twO'thirds  of  the  Rrft,  and  one  of  the  laft.  The  cheefe  Ibid  at  three  and  fixpencea 
ftone,  the  butter  at  eight  fliillings. 

Here  are  v«ry  few  (heep,  but  horfes  in  abundance.  The  chief  ufe  of  them  in  this 
little  didrid  is  to  form  an  annual  cavalcade  at  Michielmas.  Every  man  on  the  ifland 
mounts'  hishorfeunfurnilhed  with  fadd1e,and  takets  behind  bim  eith^  fome  young  girl,  or 
his  neighbour's  wife,  and  then  rides  backwards  and  forwards  from  the  village  to  a  cer- 
tain crofs,  without  being  able  to  give  any  reafon  for  the  ori^  of  this  cullom.  Aiter 
the  proceflion  is  over,  they  alight  at  lome  public- houfe,  where,  firange  to  fay,  the  fe- 
males treat  the  companions  of  their  ride.  When  they  retire  to  their  hoHfes  an  enter- 
tainment is  prepared  with  primse.al  fimplicity  :  the  chief  partconfiflsofa  great  oat-cake, 
called  Struan  Michtil,  or  St  Michael's  cake,  compofed  of  two  pecks  c^  meal,  and 
formed  like  the  quadrant  of  a  circle ;  it  is  daubed  over  with  milk  and  eggs,  and  thea 
placed  to  harden  htfore  the  fire. 

Matrimony  is  held  in  fuch  dleem  here,  that  an  old  maid  or  old  batchelor  is  fcarcely 
knovfn  ;  fuch  firm  belief  have  they  in  the  doftrine  of  the  ape-leading  difgrace  in  the 
world  below :  fo  to  avoid  that  danger  the  youth  marry  at  twenty,  the  iaffes  at  fevenieen. 
The  fair  fex  are  ufed  here  with  more  tendernefs  than  common,  being  employed  only 
in  domeftic  affairs  and  never  forced  into  the  labours  of  the  field.  Here  are  plenty  of 
poultry  and  of  eggs. 

Abundance  of  cod  and  ling  might  he  taken,  thefe  being  a  fine  fand-bank  between 
this  ide  and  the  rock  Heilker,  and  another  between  Skie  and  Barra ;  but  the  poverty 
cf  the  inhabitants  will  not  enable  them  to  attempt  a  filhery.  When  a,(  Campbeltown  I 
enquired  about  the  apparatus  requifite,  and  found  that  a  veffe!  of  twenty  tons  was  necef- 
fory,  which  would  coft  two  hundred  pounds;  t^at  tfie  crew  Ihould  be  compofed  of 
eight  hands,  whofe  monthly  expences  would  be  fourteen  pounJs;  that  fix  hundred 
iathom  of  long  line,  6ve  hundred  hooks,  and  two  ftuoy  lines  (each  eighty  fathoms 
long),  which  are  placed  at  each  end  of  the  lon-r-Hnes  with  buoys  at  top  to  mark  the 
place  when  funk,  would  altogether  coft  five  j^umeas  ;  and  the  veffel  muil  be  provided 
»Tth  four  f'ts;  fo  that  the  whole  charge  of  fuch  an  adventure  is  very  confiderable,  and 
part  ihe  ability  of  thefe  poor  people  *. 

The  length  of  the  ifland  is  about  three  miles,  the  breadth  near  one ;  its  furface  hilly. 

This  was  the  property  of  he  biihop  of  the  ifles,  but  at  prefent  that  of  Mr.  Macdonatd 

of  Clan-Ronald.     His  factor,  a  refidem  agent,  rents  molt  of  the  illand,  paying  two 

*  la  Br.  Zool  IZI.  No.  731  is  an  account  of  a  £(hery  of  ihii  nature 
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guineas  for  each  penny.land  ;  and  thefe  he  fets  to  the  poor  people  at  four  {[ufaieas  and 
a  half  eacb ;  and  exaas^  befides  this,  three  days  labour  in  the  quarter  from  each  perfon. 
Another  head  tenant  poflefTes  other  penny-lands,  which  he  fets  in  the  fame  manner,  to 
ihe  inipoverifliing  and  very  flarving  of  the  wretched  inhabitants. 

The  penny-lands  derive  their  name  from  fome  old  valuation.  The  fum  requifite  tO' 
ftock  one  is  thirty  pounds  :  it  maintains  feven  cows  and  two  horfes  ;  and  the  tenant 
can  raife  on  it  eight  bolls  of  fmall  black  oats,  the  produce  of  two  ;  and  four  of  bear 
from  half  a  boll  of  feed ;  one  boll  of  potatoes  yields  feven.  The  two  laft  are  manured 
with  fea-tang. 

The  arable  land  in  every  farm  is  divided  into  four  i^rts,  and  lots  are  cad  for  tbem  at 
Chriftmas:  the  produce,  when  reaped  and  dried,  is  divided  among  them  in  proportiotk. 
to  their  rents  ;  and  for  want  of  mills  is  ground  in  the  quern.  All  the  pafture  is  com- 
mon, from  May  to  the  beginning  of  September. 

It  is  faid  that  the  faftor  has  in  a  manner  banilhed  (heep,  becaufe  there  is  no  good. 
market  for  them  }  fo  that  he  does  his  befl  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  cloathing  as  welt 
as  food.  At  prefent  they  fupply  thunifelves  with  wool  from  Rum,  at  the  rate  of  eight- 
pence  the  pound. 

All  the  cloathing  is  manufadured  at  home :  the  women  not  only  fpin  the  wool,  but 
weave  the  cloth  i.  the  men  make  their  own  flioes,  tan  the  leather  with  the  bark  ofwil- 
kiw,  or  the  roots  of  the  Itrnnenlilla  ere^a^  or  iomxntilyVoA  in  defeat  of  wax-thread,  ufe 
fplit  thongs. 

About  twenty  tons  of  kelp  are  niade  in  the  (hdres  every  third  year. 

Sicknefe  feldora  vifits  this  place :  if  any  diforder  feizea  tTiem  the  patients  do  no  more 
than  drink  whey,  and  lie  ftill.     The  fmall-pox  vifits  them  about  once  in  twenty  years-. 

All  difputes  are  fettled  by  the  fador,  or,  if  of  great  momentj  by  the  juHices  of  the 
peace  in  Skie. 

This  ifland,  Rum,  Muck,  and  Egg,  form  one  parilh.  Cannay  is  inhabited  by  two 
hundred  3nd  twenty  fouls,  of  which  all,  except  four  families,  are  Roman  Catholics  ;,  but 
in  the  whole  parilh  there  is  neither  church,  manfe,  nor  fchool :  there  is  indeed  in  this- 
ifland  a  catechiU,  who  has  nine  pounds  a  year  from  the  royal  bounty.  The  minifter 
and  the  popilh  prieft  refide  in  tgg  ;  but,  by  reafon  of  the  turbulent  feas  that  divide 
thefe  iiles,  are  very  feldom  able  to  attend  their  flocks.  I  admire  the  moderation  of 
their  congregation's,  who  attend  the  preaching  of  either  indifferently  as  they  happen  tO' 
arrive.  As  the  Scotch  are  occonomifts  in  religion,  I  would  recommend  to  them  the  - 
pradice  of  one  of  the  little  Swifs  mixed  cantons,  who,  through  mere  frugality,  kept 
but  one  divine,  a  moderate  honed  fellow,  who,  Peering  clear  of  controverfial  points, . 
held  forth  to  the  Calvintd  flock  on  one  part  of  the  day,  and  to  his  Catholic  on  the  other. 
Ue  lived  long  among  them  much  refpeded,  and  died  lamented. 

The  protelfant  natives  of  many  of  the  ifles  obferve  Yule  and  Pafch,  or  Chriftmas  and 
Eafter ;  which  among  rigid  prelbytorians  is  efteemed  fo  horrid  a  fuperltition,  that  li. 
have  heard  of  a  miniller  who  underwent  a  cenfure  for  having  a  goofe  to  dinner  on. 
Chrillmas  day ;  for  having  been  convided  of  holding  that  one  day  was  more  holy  than< 
another,  or  to  be  didinguilhed  by  any  external  marks  of  feflivity. 

In  popifh  times  here  was  probably  a  refident  minifter ;  for  here  are  to  be  feen  the 
ruins  of  a  chapel,  and  a  fmall  crols. 

Much  rain  and  very  hard  gales  the  whole  night,  the  weather  being,  as  it  is  called  in . 
thefe  parts,  broken. 

July  1 1.  Bad  weather  Hill  continues,  which  prevented  us  from  feeing  fo  much  of. 
this  iflaod  as  we  intended,  and  alfo  of  vifiting  the  rock  Humbla.  Go  on  fhore  at  the 
seareft  part,  and  viGt  a  lofty  Header  rock,  that  juts  into  the  fea :  on  one  fide  is  a  little 
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tDWCTj.at  a  vaft  hdght  above  us,  acceffible  by  a  narrow  and  horrible  pafh ;  it  feems  fo 
fmall  as  fcarce  to  be  able  to  xontain  half  a  dozen  people.'  Tradition  fays,  that  it  was 
built  by  fome  jealous  regulus,  to  confine  a  handfome  wife  in. 

To'the  norlh-weft  above  this  prifon  is  the  Compafs-hill,  in  Erfe  called  Sgar-dhearg, 
«r  the  red  projecting  rock.  On  the  top  the  needle  in  the  mariner's  compafs  was  ob- 
ferved  to  vary  a  whole  quarter;  the  north  point  ftanding  due  weft  :  an  in-egularity  pro- 
bably  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  rock,  highly  impregnated  with  iron.  Mr.  Mills  ob- 
ierred  in  this  ifland  bafaltic  columns. 

In  the  afternoon  fome  coal  was  brought,  found  In  the  rocks  Dun-eudain,  but  in  fuch 
ftnall  veins  as  to  be  ufelefs.  It  lies  in  beds  of  only  fix  inches  m  tliicknefs,  and  about  a 
foot  diftant  from  each  other,  divided  by  ftrata  of  whin-Rone.  Fuel  is  very  fcarce  here, 
■and  often  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  fetch  it  from  Rum. 

July  13.  A  continuation  of  bad  weather.  At  half  an  hour  after  one  at  noon,  loofe 
"from  Cannay,  and  after  palling  with  a  favourable  gale  through  a  roiling  fea,  in  about 
two  hours  anchor  in  the  ide  of  Rum,  in  an  open  bay,  about  two  miles  deep,  called 
Loch-Seriofard,  bounded  by  high  mountains,  black  and  barren  :  at  the  bottoip  of  the 
i)ay  is  the  little  village  Kinloch,  of  about  a  dozen  houfes,  built  in  a  Angular  manner, 
with  walls  very  thick  and  low,  with  the  roofs  of  thatch  reaching  a  little  beyond  the 
inner  edge,' lb  that  they  ferve  as  benches  for  the  lazy  inhabitants,  whom  we  found  fitting 
on  them  in  great  numbers,  expefting  our  hnding,  with  that  avidity  for  news  common 
to  the  whole  country. 

Entered  the  houfe  with  the  befl:  afpeft,  but  found  it  Utile  fuperior  in  goodnefs  to 
thofe  of  Ilay ;  this  indeed  had  a  chimney  and  wiadows,  which  didinguilhed  it  from  the 
others,  and  denoted  the  fuperiority  of  the  owner  ;  the  reft  knew  neither  windows  nor 
ohimnies.  A  little  hole  on  one  fide  gave  an  exit  to  the  fmoite :  the  fire  is  made  on  the 
floor  beneath  ;  above  hangs  a  rope,  with  the  pot-hook  at  the  end  to  hold  the  vcffel  that 
contains  their  hard  fare,  atittle  fifh,  milk,  or  potatoes.  Yet,  beneath  the  roof  I  entered, 
I  found  an  addcefa  and  politenefs  from  the  owner  and  his  wife  that  were  aftonifhing  : 
fuch  pretty  apologies  for  the  badnefs  of  the  treat,  the  curds  and  milk  that  were  offered, 
which  were  tendered  to  us  with  as  much  readinefs  andgood  will,  as  by  any  of  old  Ho- 
mer's dames,  celebrated  by  him  in  his  Odyffey  for  their  hofpitality.  I  doubt  much 
whether  their  cottages  or  their  fare  was  much  better ;  but  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  they 
might  be  a  little  more  cleanly  than  our  good  hoftefs. 

Rum,  or  Ronin,  as  it  is  called  by  the  dean,  is  the  property  of  Mr,  Macleane  of  Col  ; 
a  landlord  mentioned  by  the  natives  with  much  affeftion :  the  length  is  about  twelve 
miles,  the  breadth  fix  ;  the  number  of  fouls  at  this  time  three  himdred  and  twenty. 
five;  of  families  only  fifty-nine,  almoft  all  prbteftant.  The  heads  of  families,  with 
their  wives,  were  at  this  time  all  alive,  except  five,  three  widowers  and  two  widows. 
They  had  with  them  a  hundred  and  two  fons,  and  only  feventy-fix  daughters:  this  dif- 
jwoportion  prevails  in  Cannay,  and  the  other  little  iflands,  in  order,  in  the  .end,  to  pre- 
ferve  a  balance  between  the  two  fexes  ;  as  the  men  an.',  from  their  way  of  life,  fo  per- 
petually expofed  to  danger  in  ihele  ftormy  feas,  and  to  other  accidents  that  might  occa- 
fion  a  depopulation,  was  it  not  fo  providentially  ordered  •. 

The  ifland  is  one  great  mountain,  divided  into  feveral  points ;  the  hlgheft  called 
Aifgobhall.  About  this  bay,  and  towards  the  eaft  fide,  the  land  flopes  towards  the 
water  fide ;  but  on  the  fouth-we(t  forms  precipices  of  a  fiupendous  height.  The  fur- 
£ice  of  Rum  is  in  a  manner  covered  with  heath,  and  in  a  ftaie  of  nature  i  the  heights 
rocky.     There  is  very  little  arable  land,  excepting  about  the  nine  little  hamlets  that 

*  In  Cheflcr,  and  other  larf^r  towns,  tlioufrh  tlie  number  of  tnal«s  exceeds  tht  number  oF  femalei  born  ; 
yc(  whennrired  10  the  age  of  puberty  ihclcm^tct  are  much  mere  uumcroui  thaa  mxlei ;  becaufeibe  Utter, 
in  ««ciy  ptr'wd  t£  lifr,  aie  more  liable  to  faul  Mcaitt. 
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the  natives  have  grouped  in  dificrent  places,  near  which  the  corn  ie  fown  in  diminutive, 
patches  ■,  for  the  tenants  here  run-rig  as  in  Cannay.  The  greatefl:  i^rmer  holds  five 
^pounds  twelve  (hillings  a  year,  and  pays  his  rent  in  money.  The  whole  of  theiOond  is ' 
two  thoufand  marks  ". 

The  little  com  and  potatoes  they  pufe  is  very  good ;  but  fo  fmall  is  the  quantity  of 
bear  and  oats,  that  there  is  not  a  fourth  part  produced  to  fupply  their  annual  wants  : 
all  the  fubfiftence  the  poor  people  have  befides  is  curds,  milk,  and  fi(h.  They  are  a 
well  made  and  well  looking  race,  but  carry  famine  in  their  afpeft :  are  often  a  whole 
fummer  without  a  grain  in  the  ifland ;  which  they  regret  not  on  their  own  account 
but  for  the  fake  of  their  poor  babes.  !n  the  prefent  oeconomy  of  the  ifland,  there  is 
no  prorpe£t  of  any  improvement.  Here  is  an  abfurd  cuftom  of  allotting  a  certain  ftock 
to  the  land  ;  for  example,  a  farmer  is  allowed  to  keep  fourteen  head  of  cattle,  thirty- 
fheep,  and  fix  mares,  on  a  certain  traft  called  a  penny-land  f.  The  perfon  who  keeps 
more  is  obliged  to  repair  out  of  hi£  fuperfluity  any  tofs  his  neighbour  may  fuftain  in  his 
herds  or  flocks. 

A  number  of  black  cattle  is  fold,  at  thirty  or  forty  fhillings  per  head,  to  graziers 
who  come  annually  from  Skie,  and  other  places.  The  mutton  here  is  fmall,  but  the 
mod  delicate  in  our  dominions,  if  the  goodnefs  of  our  appetites  did  not  pervert  our- 
judgment :  the  purchafe  of  a  fat  flieep  was  four  (hillings  and  fixpence :  the  natives  kill 
a  few,  and  alfo  of  cows,  to  fait  for  winter  provi(ions.  A  few  goats  are  kept  here: 
abundance  of  mares,  and  a  neceffary  number  of  (tallions  j  for  the  colts  are  an  article  of 
commerce,  but  they  never  part  with  (he  fillies. 

Every  penny-land  is  reflnded  to  twenty-eight  fums  of  cattle :  one  milch  cow  is  reck- 
oned a  fum,  or  ten  fheep ;  a  horfe  is  reckoned  two  fums.  By  this  regulation,  every 
perfon  is  at  liberty  to  make  up  his  fums  with  what  fpecies  of  cattle  he  pleafes ;  but  then 
is  at  the  fame  time  prevented  from  injuring  his  naghbour  (in  a  place  where  grazing  is  in 
common)  by  rearing  too  great  a  (lock.  This  rule  is  often  broken ;  but  by  the  former 
regulation,  the  fufferer  may  repair  his  lofe  from  the  herds  of  the  avaricious. 

No  hay  is  made  in  this  ifland,  nor  any  fort  of  provender  for  winter  provifion.  The 
domeftic  animals  fupport  themfelves  as  well  as"  they  can  on  fpots  of  grafs  preferved  for 
riiat  purpofe.  Id  every  farm  is  one  man,  from  his  ofHce  called  Fear  cuartaich,  wbofe 
fole  bufinefs  is  to  preferve  the  grafs  and  com :  as  a  reward  he  is  allowed  grafs  for  four 
cows,  and  the  produce  of  as  much  arable  land  as  one  horfe  can  till  and  harrow. 
Very  few  poultry  are  reared  here,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  grain. 
No  wild  quadrupeds  are  found,  excepting  ftags  :  thefe  animals  once  abounded  here, 
but  they  are  now  reduced  to  eighty,  by  the  eagles,  who  not  only  kill  the  fawns,  but  the 
old  deer,  feizing  them  between  the  homs,  and  terrifying  them  till  they  foil  down  fome 
precipice,  and  become  their  prey.  \ 

The  birds  we  obferved  were  ring-tail  eagles,  ravens*  hooded-crows,  white  wagtails 
wheat-ears,  titlarks,  ring  ouzels,  grous,  ptarmigans,  curlews,  green  ploveFS,  fafced- 
dars  or  arctic  gulls,  and  the  greater  terns :  the  Dean  mentions  gannets,  but  none  ap- 
peared while  we  were  in  the  ifland. 

At  the  foot  of  Sgor-mor,  oppofite  to  Cannay,  are  found  abundance  of  agates,  of  that- 
fpecies  called  by  Cronfted,  feft.  Ixi.  6,  Achates  chalcedonifans,  improperly,  while  cor- 
nelians :  feveral  fmgular  ftrala,  fuch  as  grey  quartzy  flone,  Gronfled,  fed.  cclxxiv  ; 
another,  a  mixture  of  quartz  and  bafaltes,  a  black  (lone,  fpotted  with  white,  like  por-   - 

*   A  Scotch  mark  it  little  more  than  tliirteen- pence- fart  King. 

f  The  dirifion  iniQ  peany-bndij  md  much  of  the  runl  oeconomy  agree  ta  both  illacdt. 
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phyry,  but  with  the  appearance  of  a  Eava :  fine  grit^  or  free-ftone,  and  the  doereous  in* 
derated  bole  of  Cronlled,  fed.  Ixxxvii. 

July  14.  Land  again  :  walk  fWe  miles  wp  the  fides  of  the  ifland,  chie&y  over  heath 
and  moory  ground  :  crofs  two  deep  gullies,  varied  with  feveral  pretty  cafcades,  falling 
from  rock  to  rock :  pals  by  -great  mafles  of  (tone,  corroded  as  if  they  had  lain  on  the 
fhore.  After  a  long  afcent  reach  I^ch>nan-grun,  a  piece  of  water  amidll  the  rocks» 
beneath  fome  of  the  highefl:  peaks  of  the  mountains.  Abundance  of  terns  iiihabit  this  - 
ch.     Return  exceflively  wet  with  conflam  rain, 

Notwithftanding  this  illand  has  feveral  flreams,  here  is  not  a  Angle  mill  i  all  the 
molinary  operations  are  done  at  home :  the  com  is  graddaaed,  or  burnt  out  of  the  ear^ 
inflead  of  being  tliralhed  :  this  is  performed  two  ways;  firft,  by  cutting  off  the  ears^ 
and  drying  them  in  a  kiln,  then  fctting  fire  to  them  on  a  floor,  and  picking  out  the 
grains,  by  this  operation  rendered  as  black  as  c*al.  The  other  method  is  more  expe- 
ditious, for  the  whole  fheafis  burnt,  without  the  trouble  of  cutting  off  the  ears  :  amoft 
ruinous  pradice,  as  it  dedroys  both  thatch  and  nunure,  and  on  that  account  has  been 
wifely  prohibited  in  fome  of  the-  iflands.  Gradanned  corn  was  the  parched  com  of 
Holy  Writ.  Thus  Boaz  prefents  his  beloved  Ruth  with  parched  corn ;  and  Jeffe 
Sends  David  with  an  Ephah  of  the  fame  to  his  fons  in  the  camp  of  Saul.  The  grinding 
was  alfo  performed  by  the  fame  fort  of  machine  the  quern,  in  which  two  women  were 
neceffarily  employed  :  thus  it  is  prophefied  "  two  women  fhall  be  grinding  at  the  mill, 
one  fhall  be  taken,  the  other  left."  I  mull  obferve  too  that  the  ifland  lalTes  are  as 
merry  at  their  work  of  grinding  the  Graddau,  the  xxxfot  <^  the  andentSy  as  thofe  of' 
Greece  were  in  the  days  of  Ariltophanes, 

Who  warbled  as  theyff  round  their  parched  com  •. 

The  quern  or  bra  is  made  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  counties,  in  the  mainland,  anct 
cods  about  fourteen  Ihillings.  This  method  of  grinding  is  very  tedious :  for  it  employs 
two  pair  of  hands  four  hours  to  grind  only  a  Ungle  bu(hel  of  corn.  Indead  of  a  hair 
Hsye  to  fift  the  meal  the  inhabiunts  here  have  an  ingenious  fubftitute,  a  fheep's  ikin 
ftretched  round  a  hoop,  and  perforated  with  fmall  holes  made  with  a  hot  iron.  They 
knead  their  bannock  with  water  only,  and  bake  or  rather  toall  it,  by  laying  it  upright 
againit  a  ftone  placed  near  the  fire. 

For  want  of  lime  they  drefs  theu-  leather  with,  calcined  fhells :  and  ufe  the  fame  me- 
thod of  tanning  it  as  in  Cannay.    - 

The  inhabitants  of  Rum  are  people  that  fcarcely  know  ficknefs :  if  they  are  attacked 
with  a  dyfentery  they  make  ufe  of  a  decoftion  of  the  roots  of  the  TormentiUa  ere£la  in 
milk.  The  fmall.pox  has  vifited  them  but  once  in  thirty-four  years,  only  two  fickenedy. 
and  both-  recovered;    The  raeafles  come  often. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  fome  fuperftilions  fhould  reign  in  thefe  fequeftered  parts. 
Second  fight  is  firmly  believed  at  this  time.  My  informant  faid  that  Lauchlan  Mac- 
Kerran  of  Cannay  had  told  a  gentleman  that  he  could  not  reft  from  the  noife  he  bearil 
of  the  hammering  of  nails  into  his  coffin :  accordingly  the  gentleman  died  within  fifteen, 
days. 

Molly  Mac-leane  (Jtged  forty)  has  the  power  of  forefedng  events  through  a  well- 
fcraped  blade  bone  of  mutton.  Some  time  ago  flie  took  up  one  and  pronounced  that  five 
graves  were  foon  to  be  opened  ;  one  for  a  grown  perfon  :  the  other  four  for  chitdreii ;. 
one  of  which  was  to  be  of  her  own  kin :  and  fo  it  tell  out.    Thefe  pret^ders  to  fecond 

*  Nubei,  a£t  v.  fcenc  1 1 .  Graddaa  i*  dcriTcd  fro  m  Grad  quick,  ai  the  proccfa  it  cipeditiOHi.   ' 
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fight,  Kke  the  Pythian  prieflefs,  during  their  infpiration  fall  into  trances,  foam  at  the 
mouth,  prow  pale,  and  feii;n  to  abftain  from  food  for  a  month,  fo  overpowered  are  they 
by  the  vifions  imparted  to  them  during  thdrparoxyfms, 

i  muft  not  omit  a  mod  convenient  fpecies  of  fecond  fight,  poffefled  by  a  gentleman  of 
a  neighbouring  ifle,  who  forefees  all  vifitors,  fo  has  time  to  prepare  acconJingly :  but 
enough  of  thefe  tales,  founded  on  impudence  and  nurtured  by  folly. 

Here  are  only  the  ruins  of  a  church  in  this  ifland  ;  fo  the  minifter  is  obliged  to  preach, 
the  few  times  he  vifits  his  congregation,  in  the  open  air.  The  attention  of  our  popilh 
anceftors  in  this  article,  delivers  down  a  great  reproach  on  the  negligence  of  their  re- 
formed defcendants :  the  orte  leaving  not  even  the  moft  diftant  and  lavage  praft  of  our 
dominions  withou^a  place  of  worlhip ;  the  other  fufiering  the  natives  to  want  both  in- 
ftro£lor  and  temple. 

July  1 5.  The  weather  grows  more  moderate  j  at  one  o'clock  at  noon  fall  from 
Rum,  with  a  favourable  and  briflt  gale,  for  the  ifle  of  Skie.  Soon  reach  the  point  of 
Slate,  at  the  fouth  end,  a  divifion  of  that  great  ifland,  a  mixture-of  grafs,  a  little  com 
and  much  heath.  Leave  on  the  right  the  point  of  Arifalg.  Pafs  beneath  Armadale  in 
Skie,  a  feat  beautifully  wooded,  gracing  molt  unexped:edly  this  almoft  treelefs  trad. 
A  tittle  farther  to  the  weft  opens  the  mouth  of  Loch-in-daal,  a  fafe  harbour,  and  oppo- 
(ite  to  it  on  the  main-land,  that  of  Loch-Jum,  or  t^e  lake  of  Hell,  with  black  mountains 
of  tremendous  height  impending  above. 

The  channel  between  the  (hire  of  Invemefe  and  Skie  now  contrafts  ;  and  enlarges 
again  to  a  hne  bay  oppolite  Glenelg,  between  the  main-land  and  Dunan-niagh,  where 
is  good  anchorage  under  Skie.  At  the  north  end  of  this  expanfe,  the  two  lides  fuddenly 
contraA,  and  at  KuUri  form  a  ftrait  bounded  by  high  lands,  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad ;  the  flood,  which  runs  here  at  the  fpring  tides  at  the  rate  of  feven  knots  an  hour, 
carried  ns  through  with  great  rapidity,  into- another  expanfe  perfeSly  land  locked,  and 
very  pidurefqae.  We  were  now  arrived  amidft  an  amphitheatre  of  mountains ;  the 
country  of  Kintail  bounded  us  on  the  north  and  ea(l ;  and  Skie  (which  from  Loch-in- 
daal  became  more  lofty)  confined  us  with  its  now  wooded  cliffs  to  the  fouth.  The 
ruins  of  an  ancient  caftle,  feated  on  the  pinnacle  of  a  rock,  and  fome  little  ifles  formed 
our  weftem  view.  Thefe  of  old  belonged  to  the  Mac-kinnons,  a  very  ancient  race, 
who  call  themfelves  Clan-Atpin,  or  the  defcendants  of  Alpin,  a  Scotch  monarch  in  the 
9th  century.     Some  of  the  line  have  ftill  a  property  in  Skie. 

The  violent  fqualts  of  wind  darting  from  the  apertures  of  the  hills  teazed  us  for  an 
hour,  hilt  after  various  tacks  at  laft  Mr.  Thompfon  anchored  iafely  beneath  Mac-kin- 
non's  call  le,  amidft  a  fleet  of  bufies,  waiting  with  anxiety  for  the  appearance  of  herrings,' 
this  year  uncommonly  late. '  The  hard  rains  were  no  fmall  advantage  to  our  fcenery. 
■We  lay  beneath  a  vaft  hill  called  Glaiflihein,  cloathed  with  birch  and  oaks,  inhabited 
by  roesi  catarafts  poured  down  in  various  places  amidft  the  woods,  reminding  me  of 
thebeautifulcafcades  between  Scheideck  and  Meyringen,  in  the  canton  of  Underwald. 
This  part  is  in  the  diftrift  of  Strath,  another  portion  of  SWe. 

July  16.  Land  at  a  point  called  the  Kyle,  or  paffage,  where  about  fourfcore  horfes 
were  collefted  to  be  tranfported  a  la  vage  to  the  oppofite  ftiore,  about  a  mile  diftant,  in 
the  fame  manner  as,  Poiybius  "  informs  us,  Hannibal  pafled  his  cavalry  over  the  rapid 
Rhone.  They  were  taken  over  by  fours,  by  little  boats,  a  pair  on  each  fide  held  with 
halters  by  two  men,  after  being  forced  off  a  rock  into  the  fea.  We  undertook  the  con- 
veyance of  a  pair.     One,  a  pretty  grey  hoife,  fw^m  admirably :  the  other  was  dragged 
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along  like  a  log ;  but  as  foon  as  it  arrived  within  fcent  of  bis  companions  before, 
landed,  revived,  difengaged  itfelf,  and  took  to  the  fhore  with  great  alacrity.  Some 
very  gentleman-like  men  attended  thefe  animals,  and  with  great  politenels  o^red  their 
fervices. 

Among  the  crowd  ^as  a  lad  ereSlit  auribut ;  his  ears  had  never  been  fwaddled  down, 
and  they  (tood  out  as  nature  ordained  j  and  I  dare  fay  his  fenfe  of  hearing  was  more 
accurate  by  this  liberty. 

The  homed  cattle  of  Skie  are  fwam  over,  at  the  narrow  paflage  of  Kul-ri,  at  low 
water }  fix,  eight,  or  twelve  are  pafled  over  at  a  time,  tied  with  ropes  made  of  twilled 
withies  faftened  from  the  under  jaw  of  the  one  to  the  tail  of  the  preceding,  and  fo  to  the 
next ;  the  firft  is  faftened  to  a  boat,  and  thus  are  conveyed  to  the  opporite  fliore.  This 
is  the  gt^t  pafs  into  the  ifland,  but  is  deditute  even  of  a  horfe-ferry. 

July  17.  At  five  in  the  morning  quit  our  filuation,  and  palling  through  a  narrow 
and  Ihort  found,  arrive  in  another  tine  expanfe,  beautifully  land-locked  by  the  mainland 
(part  of  Rofsfhire)  the  iflands  of  Rona  and  Crpulin,  Rofa,  difttnguifhed  by  the  high 
hillock,  called  Duncanna ;  Scalpa,  and  the  low  verdant  ifle  of  Pabay,  in  old  times  the 
feat  of  aflaflins  *.  Skie  ftiews  a  verdant  flope  for  part  of  its  fhore :  beyond  foar  the 
conic  naked  hills  of  Straith,  and  Hill  farther  the  ragged  heights  of  Blaven. 

See,  behmd  us,  the  ruins  of  the  caftle,  and  the  entrance  of  the  bay  we  had  left,  the 
openings  into  the  great  lochs  of  Kiffeme  and  Carron,  and,  as  a  back-ground,  a  bound- 
lefs  chain  of  rugged  mountains.  The  day  was  perfectly  clear,  and  the  fea  fmooth  as  a 
mirrour,  dillurbed  but  by  the  blowing  of  two  whales,  who  entertained  us  for  a  confider- 
able  fpace  by  the  jet  d'eauK  from  their  orifices. 

Mr,  Mac-kinnon,  junior,  one  of  the  gentlemen  we  faw  with  the  horfes,  overtakes  us 
in  a  boat,  and  preiTed  us  to  accept  the  entertainment  of  his  father's  houfc  of  Coire- 
chattachan,  in  the  neighbouring  part  of  Skie.  After  landing  near  the  iOeof  Scalpa,  and 
walking  about  two  miles  along  a  flat,  arrive  at  the  quarters  fo  kindly  provided  ;  direA> 
Sog  Mr.  Thompfon  to  carry  the  velTel  to  the  north  part  of  Skie. 

'  The  country  is  divided  by  low  banks  of  earth,  and,  like  the  other  iflands,  has  more 
pafturage  than  com.  In  my  walk.te  Kilchrift,  the  church  of  the  parifh  of  Strath,  faw 
on  the  road.fide  ftrata  of  lime-flone  and  ftone-marle,  the  former  grey,  the  laft  white, 
and  in  many  parts  diOblved  into  an  impalpable  powder,  and  ready  to  the  hands  of  the 
former.    It  is  efteemed  a  fine  manure,  but  better  for  com  than  grafs. 

Near  the  church  are  vaft  flrata  of  fine  white  marble,  and  fome  veined  with  grey, 
which  I  recognized  to  have  been  the  bed,  from  whence  the  altar  at  Jona  had  been 
Tormed.  Obferve  alfo  great  quantities  of  white  granite,  fpotted  with  black.  Meflrs. 
Lightfoot  and  Stuart  afcend  the  high  Ume-ftone  mountain  of  Beinn-fhuardal,  and  find  it 
in  a  manner  covered  with  that  rare  plant  the  Dryas  adopela. 

On  my  return  am  entertained  with  a  rehearfal,  I  may  call  it,  of  the  Luagh,  or  walk- 
ing of  cloth,  a  fubftitute  for  the  fulling-mill :  twelve  or  fourteen  women,  divided  into 
two  equal  numbers,  fit  down  on  each  fide  of  a  long  board,  ribbed  lengthways,  placing 
the  cloth  on  it :  firfl  they  begin  to  work  it  backwards  and  forwards  with  their  hands, 
fmging  at  the  fame  time,  as  at  the  quem  :  when  they  have  tired  their  hands,  every  fe> 
maleufes  her  feet  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  fix  orfeven  pair  of  naked  feet  are  in  the 
moft  violent  agitation,  workiiig  one  againft  the  other:  as  by  this  time  they  grow 
very  earneft  in  their  labours,  the  fury  of  the  fong  rifes ;  at  length  it  arrives  to 
fuch  a  pitch,  that  without  breach  of  charity  you  would  imagine  a  troop  of  female  de> 
ntoniacs  to  have  been  aflembled. 

*  Id  the  time  ofihe  Dean  all  tliefe  little  iOci  were  full  of  wood«>  at  prefcot  quite  naked. 
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They  fmg  in  the  tame  manner  when  th^y  are  cutting  down  the  corn,  when  thirty  or 
fortv  join  in  chorus,  keeping  time  to  the  found  of  a  bagpipe,  as  the  Grecian  lafles  were 
wont  to  do  to  that  of  a  lyre  during  vintage  in  the  days  of  Homer  •.  ITie  fubjeft  of  the 
fongs  at  the  Luaghadh,  the  quern,  and  on  this  occafion,  are  fometimes  love,  fometimes 
panegyric,  and  often  a  rehearfal  of  the  deeds  of  the  ancient  heroes,  but  commonly  all 
the  tunes  flow  and  melancholy. 

Singing  at  the  quern  is  now  almoft  out  of  date  fince  the  introduction  of  water-mills. 
The  laird  can  oblige  his  tenants,  as  in  England,  to  make  ufe  of  this  more  expeditious 
kind  of  grinding  ;  and  empowers  his  miller  to  fearch  out  and  break  any  querns  he  can 
find,  as  machines  that  defraud  him  of  the  toll.  Many  centuries  pad,  the  legiflature  at- 
tempted to  difcourage  thefe  aukward  mills,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  landlords,  who  had  been 
at  the  expence  of  others.  In  1  284,  in  the  time  of  Alexander  III.  it  was  provided,  that 
**  na  man  fall  prefume  to  grind  quiieit  maifliloch,  or  rye,  with  hands  mylne,  except  he 
be  compelled  by  ftorm,  or  be  in  lack  of  mills  quhilk  fould  grind  the  famen.  And  in 
this  cafe  gif  a  man  grindes  at  hand  mylnes,  he  fal  gif  the  threttin  meafure  as  multer,  and 
gif  anie  man  contraveins  this  our  prohibition,  he  fall  tine  his  hand  mylnes  perpetual- 
lie." 

July  18.  Walk  up  Beinn-a-caillich,  or,  the  hilt  of  the  old  hag ;  one  of  thofe  pic- 
turefque  mountains  that  made  fuch  a  figure  from  the  fea.  After  afcending  a  fmall  part, 
find  its  fides  covered  with  vafl  looTe  flones,  like  the  paps  of  Jura,  the  flielter  of  ptarmi- 
gans :  the  top  flat  and  naked,  with  an  artificial  cairn,  of  a  moH  enormous  fize,  reported 
to  have  been  the  place  of  fepulture  of  a  gigantic  woman  in  the  days  of  Fingal.  The 
profpeft  to  the  wefl:  was  that  of  defolation  itfelf ;  a  favage  feries  of  rude  mountains,  dif- 
coloured,  black  and  red,  as  if  by  the  rage  of  fire.  Neareft,  joined  to  this  hill  by  a  ridge 
is  Beia  an  ghrianan,  or  the  mountain  of  the  Sun  ;  periiaps  venerated  in  ancient  times, 
Mal-more,  or  the  round  mountain,  appears  on  the  north.  The  ferrated  tops  of  Blaven 
affed  with  aftonilhment ;  and  beyond  them,  the  cindered  height  of  Quillin,  or  the 
mountain  of  Cuchullin,  like  its  ancient  hero  f,  "  ftood  like  a  hill  that  catches  the  clouds 
of  heaven."  The  deep  receffes  between  thefe  Alps,  in  times  of  old,  poffefled  "  the 
fons  of  the  narrow  vales,  the  hunters  of  deer ;"  and  to  this  time  are  inhabited  by  a  fine 
race  of  Hags. 

The  view  to  the  north-ea(t  and  fouth-weft  is  not  lefs  amufing  :  a  fea  fprinkled  over 
with  various  ifles,  and  the  long  extent  of  coall  foaring  into  all  the  forms  of  Alpine  wild^ ' 
nefs.  I  mull  not  omit  that  the  point  of  Camifketel,  on  the  fouth  of  Skie,  U'as  fhewed 
to  me  at  a  didance,  famous  for  the  cave  which  gave  ftieher  for  two  nights  to  the  young 
adventurer,  and  his  faithful  guide,  the  ancient  Mac-kinnon. 

Leave  Coire-chattachan,  after  experiencing  every  civility  from  the  family ;  and  from 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Nicholfon,  the  minifter.  Wind  along  the  bottoms  of  the  deep  hills.  Pafs 
by  the  end  of  Loch-flappan  to  the  fouth.  See  a  none  dike  or  fence  called  Paraicnam 
fiadh,  or  the  inclofure  of  a  deer,  which  feems  once  to  have  been  continued  up  a  neigh- 
bouring hill.  In  one  angle  is  a  hollow,  in  the  days  of  Ofiian,  a  pitfall  covered  with- 
boughs  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  animals  chafed  hito  it.  Places  of  this  name  are  very 
common,  and  very  neceffary,  when  the  food  of  mankind  was  the  beafts  of  the  field. 

Turn  towards  the  northern  coad ;  pafs  by  the  end  of  Loch-fiigachan,  and  foon  after 
by  the  fide  of  the  fmall  frefii  water   Loch  na-caiplich,   filled  with  that  fcarce  plant 

•  Iliid,  xviii.  line  570. 

t  His  reridenire  k  faid  to  hare  bcrn  at  Dunfcaicb,  in   thii  idaod.     The   literal  meaning  a(  QuilliD,  or 
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Eriocaulon  decangulare,  firft  difcovered  by  Mr.  James  Robertfon:  Breakfaft  at  Scon- 
fer,  one  of  the  po(l-o(Eces,  an  ina  oppofite  to  Ra(a,  an  idand  nine  mites  long  and  three 
broad,  divided  from  Skie  by  a  found  a  mile  broad.  On  the  (hore,  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Macleod,  the  owner  of  Rafa,  makes  a  pretty  figure.  The  Dean  fpeaks  of  this  ifland, 
*'  as  having  maney  deires,  pairt  of  profitable  Undes  inhabit,  and  manurif,  with  twa 
caftles,  to  wit,  the  caftle  of  Kilmorocht,  and  the  c'altle  of  Brolokit,  with  twa  fair  orchards 
at  the  faids  twa  caftles  with  ane  pari(h  kirke,  called  KilmolowockA  In  his  time,  he 
fays,  it  perteining  to  Mac-ghyllichallan  of  Raarfay  be  the  fword,  and  to  the  biftiope  of 
the  ifles  be  heritage."  This  ufurper  was  a  Taflal  of  Macleod  of  Lewis,  who  probably 
coofigned  it  tp  his  chieftain,  from  whom  the  prefent  proprietor  derives  his  family. 

Continue  our  journey  pointing  to  the  fouth-weft.  Meet  great  droves  of  fine  cattle, 
on  their  way  to  change  of  pafture.  See  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  poor  flax,  raifed  from 
the  feed  of  their  country,  a  very  unprofitable  management :  but  the  greateft  part  of  the 
land  was  covered  with  heath.  Leate  to  the  left  the  mountains  of  Cuchullin,  Cullin^  or  ' 
Quillin,  which  reach  to  the  fea.  Come  to  the  end  of  Loch-Bracadale,  which  pierces 
the  ifland  on  this  fide.  Skie  is  fo  divided  by  branches  of  the  fea,  that  there  is  not  a  place 
6ve  miles  diftant  from  a  port ;  fucb  numbers  of  good  harbours  are  there  in  a  place 
deftitute  of  trade,  and  without  a  fingle  town.  "Near  the  end  of  this  loch  the  ground  is 
more  cultivated  ;  but  all  the  com  land  is  dug  with  the  cas-chrom  or  crooked  fpade, 
inftead  of  being  ploughed  :  eight  men  are  neceffary  to  dig  as  much  in  a  day  as  a  fingle 
plough  would  turn  up  :  the  harrows  are  commonly  tied  to  the  horfes  tails  ;  but  in  very 
wet  land,  the  men  and  women  break  the  fods  by  dragging  over  them  a  block"  of  wood, 
with  teeth  and  a  long  handle,  calUd  Raachgan. 

.  Defcend  through  a  narrow  pafs,  and  arrive  inftantly  in  a  trafl  flat  as  any  in  Holland, 
opening  to  the  weft  a  fine  diftant  view  df  north  and  fouth  Uift,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Long  ifland  :  bounded  on  the  other  three  fides  by  high  precipices,  enlivened  with  cata- 
rafts  formed  by  the  heavy  rains.  Irt  a  wood  in  a  fnug  corner  lies  Talyfkir,  inhabited  by 
Mr.  Macleod,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  who  with  the  iitmoft  hofpitality 
Iheltered  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the  day.  This  houfe  belongs  to  the  chief  of  the 
name ;  and  in  old  times  was  always  the  portion  of  a  fecond  fon^  he  enjoyed  it  for  life, 
with  the  view  of  giving  him  the  means  of  educating  his  children ;  who  after  that  were 
left  to  the  care  of  fortune ;  which  cuftom  filled  foreign  fervice  with  a  gallant  fet  of 
officers.  Daughters  of  chieftains  were  generally  portioned  with  cattle  ;  and  often  with 
a  fet  of  ftout  men,  who  in  feudal  times  were  valuabLe  acquifitions  to  the  hulband,  who 
eftimated  his  wealth  by  the  power  of  his  people,  for  he  inftantly  adopted  and  incorpo- 
rated them  with  bis  own  clan. 

It  will  not  be  impertinent  to  mention  here  the  origin  of  the  Scotch  regiments  in  the 
Dutch  fei'vice.  They  were  formed  out  of  fome  independent  companies,  fent  over  eithef 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  or  James  VI  At  prefent  the  common  foldiers  are  but  nomii- 
nally  national,  for  fince  the  fcarcity  of  men,  occafioned  by  the  late  war,  Holland  is  no 
longer  permined  lo  draw  her  recruits  out  of  North  Britain.  But  the  officers  are  all 
Scotch,  who  are  obliged  to  take  oaths  to  our  government,  and  to  qualify  in  prefence  of 
our  ambafl"ador  at  the  Hague. 

June  20.  See  here  a  Cly-more,  or  great  two-handed  fword,  probably  of  the  fame  kind 
with  the  iftgen/ej  gladii  of  the  Caledonians,  mentioned  by  I'acitus  :  an  unwieldy  weapon^  - 
two  inches  broad,  doubly  edged  ;  the  length  of  the  blade  three  feet  feven  inches  ;  of 
.  the  handle,  fourteen  inches ;  of  a  plain  tranfverfe  guard  one  foot ;  the  wdght  fix 
pounds  and  a  half.  Thefe  long  fwords  were  the  original  weapons  of  our  country,  as 
appears  by  a  figure  of  a  foldier,  found  among  the  ruins  of  London,  after  the  great  fire, 
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A.D.  1 666,  and  preferved  at  Oxford  *  :  his  fword  is  of  a  va(t  length,  his  hair  fiowing^ 
his  legs  bare,  his  lower  garment  Hiert,  and  fallened  by  a  girdle  round  his  waift  ;  the 
lagum  is  flung  carelefsly  over  his  breaft  and  one  arm,  ready  to  be  flung  off,  as  cudom 
was,  in  time  of  aflion.  The  great  broad  fword,  and  much  the  fame  kind  of  drefs,  were 
preferved  in  the  Highlands  to  the  lail  age,  at  the  battle  of  Killicrankie :  the  upper  gar- 
ment was  thr9wn  off  by  the  Highlanders,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  ufe  this  two- 
handed  inftrument  with  greater  effed.  But  the  enormous  length  of  weapon  has  been 
found  ufelefs  againft  the  firmnefs  of  determined  troops,  from  the  battle  of  the  t  Mons 
Grampius,  to  the  recent  viftory  of  Culloden.  The  Ihort  fwords  of  the  forces  of  Agri- 
cola,  and  the  bayonets  of  the  Britilh  regulars,  were  equally  fuperior. 

Colonel  Macleod  favours  me  with  a  weapon,  common  to  the  Romans,  Scandinavians, 
and  Britons.  It  is  a  brazen  fword,  whofe  blade  is  twenty-two  inches  long  ;  the  handle 
(including  a  round  hollow  pummel)  five  and  a  half  ;  the  middle  of  the  blade  fweils  put 
on  both  fides,  and  the  edges  very  (harp  ;  the  end  pointed  ;  we  are  told  J  that  the  fcab- 
bards  are  of  brafs,'l3ut  this  was  deftitute  of  one.  The  weapon  was  found  in  Skie. 
The  fame  kind  is  met  with  in  many  parts  of  Scotland  and  of  Wales,  which  the  Danes 
have  vifited  ;  and  they  have  been  frequently  difcovered  in  tumuli,  and  other  fepulchres, 
in  Denmark  and  Holface,  depofited  there  with  the  urns  in  honour  of  the  deceafed  §. 
Others,  fimilar,  have  been  found  in  Sweden  j(.  , 

Walk  down  the  eaft  fide  of  the  vale,  and  fee  the  well  of  CuchuUin.  Take  boat  near 
the  lofty  infulated  rock,  Stach  in  nuchidar,  or  that  of  the  fuller,  pyramidal  and  inclin- 
ing :  am  rowed  beneath  a  range  of  magnificent  clifis,  at  whofe  tafe  were  lodged  plenty 
of  white  crydallized  zeolite,  and  vaft  rocks  of  Hone,  of  the  appearance  of  lava>  filled 
with  rounded  kernels. 

Our  boat's  crew  were  iflanders,  who  gave  a  fpedmen  of  mariHemufic,  called  in  the 
Erfe,  Jorrams:  thefe  fongs,  when  well  compofed,  are  intended  to  regulate  the  ftrokes 
of  the  oars>  and  recall  to  mind  the  cuftoms  of  clallical  days. 

Medix  {lat  margine  puppis 
Qui  voce  alternos  nautarum  temperet  I'flus^ 

El  remia  diftet  funitem,  parJicrque  relatis,  1 

a  i^audat  re^Damia  cKruIa  tonlU. 


'  But  in  modem  times  they  are  generally  fung  in  couplets,  the  whole  orew  joining  in 
chorus  at  certain  intervals :  the  notes  are  commonly  long,  the  airs  folemn  and  flow, 
rarely  chearful,  it  being  impoflible  for  the  oars  to  keep  a  quick  time  :  jhe  words  gene- 
rally have  a  religious  turn,  confonant  to  that  of  the  people. 

July  2 1.  Vifit  a  high  hill,  called  Briis-mhawl,  about  a  mile  fouth  of  Talylkir,  having 
in.  the  front  a  fine  feries  of  genuine  bafaltic  columns,  refembling  the  Giant's  caufeway  : 
the  pillars  were  above  twenty  feet  high,  conlifting  of  four,  five  and  fix  angles,  but  moftly 
of  five :  the  columns  lefs  frequently  jointed  than  thofe  of  the  Irifti ;  the  joints 
being  at  great  and  unequal  diftances,  but  the  majority  are  entire  :  even  thofe  that  are  ' 

J'ointed  are  lefs  concave  and  convex  on  their  oppofite  furfece  than  the  columns  of  the 
brmer.  The  llratum  that  relied  on  this  colonade  was  very  irregular  and  fliattery,  yet 
feemed  to  make  fome  efibrt  at  form.    I'he  ruins  of  the  columns  at  the  bafe  made  a 
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grand  appearance :  thefe  were  the  ruins  of  the  creation  j  thofe  of  Rome,  the  woA  of 
human  art,  feem  to  them  b«  as  the  ruins  of  yefterday. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  ihefe,  on  the  flope  of  a  hill,  is  a  traft  of  fome  roods  entirely 
formed  of  the  tops  of  feveral  feries  of  columns,  even  and  clofe  fet,  forming  a  reticulated 
furface  of  amazing  beauty  and  curiolity.  This  is  the  mod  northern  bafattes  1  am  ac> 
"Cjuainted  with :  the  laft  of  four  in  the  Britifh  dominions,  all  running  from  fouth  to 
north,  nearly  in  a  meridian  :  the  Giant's  Caufeway  appears  hrft  ;  Stafia  fucceeds ;  the 
rock  of  Humbla,  about  twenty  leagues  further;  and,  finally,  .the  column  of  Briis- 
mhawl :  the  depth  of  ocean,  in  all  probability,  conceals  the  loft  links  of  this  chain. 

Take  leave  of  Talyikir.  See  very  near  to  the  houfe  the  veftiges  of  fome  fmall 
huildings,  and  by  them  a  heap  of  (tones,  with  a  bafaltic  column  fet  ere£t:  in  the  middle. 
Crofs  a  range  of  barren  lands  for  four  miles  ;  reach  Loch-Bracadale.  Exchange  our 
horfes  for  a  boat.  Pafs  over  this  beautiful  land-locked  harbour  abounding  with  fafe 
creeks.  Cod-fifli  fwarm  here  in  the  .herring  feafon  purfuing  the  fiioals :  a  man  with 
a  fmgle  hand-line  caught  in  three  hours  as  many  as  were  foW  for  three  guineas,  at 
-the  rate  of  two-pence  a  piece.  Land,  after  a  trajed  of  four  mites,  and  find  ready  a 
new  fet  of  horfes. 

This  feems  to  me  the  fitteft  place  in  the  iiland  for  the  forming  of  a  tovm.  The 
harbour  is  deep  and  unfpeakabty  fecure.  It  is  the  Milford  haven  of  thefe  parts;  it 
opens  at  its  mouth  to  the  beft  part  of  the  fea.  Skie  has  not  in  it  a  tingle  town  or  even 
•village.  But  what  is  a  greater  wonder,  there  is  not  a  town  from  Camp'-elton  in 
the  Firth  of  Clyde  to  Thurfo  at  the  end  of  Caithnefs,  a  trad  of  above  two  hundred 
miles. 

Proceed  :  ride  by,  at  Struam,'a  beautiful  Danifh  fort  on  the  top  of  a  rockt  formed 
-vith  moft  excellent  mafonry.  Ihe  figure  as  ufua)  circular.  The  diameter  ftom  out- 
4ide  to  outfide  fixty  feet ;  of  the  infide  forty-two.  Within  are  the  veftiges  of  five 
apartments,  one  in  the  centre,  four  around;  the  walls  are  eighteen  feet  high.  The 
entrance  fix  feet  high,  covered  with  great  ftones. 

About  a  fuilong  north-weft  of  this,  is  another  large  rock  precipitous  on  all  fides 
t>utone.  On  that  is  the  ruin  of  a  very  thick  wall,  and  the  traces  of  a  dike  quite  round, 
-even  on  the  inaccelSble  parts.  Between  which  and  the  wall  is  a  large  area.  This 
feems  to  have  been  built  without  regularity,  yet  probably  belonged  to  the  fame  nation, 
£ach  feems  defigned  to  cover  an  aflemblage  of  people  who  lived  beneath  their  pro- 
tedion  in  a  hoftile  country,  for  under  both  are  remains  of  numbers  of  fmall  buildings 
with  regular  entrances.  The  laft  inclofure  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  cattle,  of  which  thefe  free-booters  had  robbed  the  natives;  and  this 
fpecies  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Boaghun. 

Thefe  fortreffes  are  called  univerfally  in  the  Erfe,  Duns.  I  find  that  they  are  very 
rare  in  the  country  from  whence  they  took  their  origin  ;  no  people  will  give  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  fortifying  againft  the  fecurity  of  friends.  Mr.  Frederic  Suhin  of  Copen- 
hagen, whom  I  had  the  pleafure  of  addrefTing  on  this  fubjeft,  could  point  out  but  a 
fingle  inftance  of  a  fimilar  tower,  and  that  on  the  Suallftiery,  a  mountain  half  a  Nor- 
wegian league  diftant  from  Drontheim.  But  we  may  expeft  further  elucidations  from 
a  {kilful  antiquary  now  On  the  tour  of  the  country. 

About  two  miles  farther,  fee  near  the  road-fide  two  large  conoid  cairns;  pafs  near 
the  end  of  Doch-ca-roy,  a  branch  of  the  noble  Loch-Bracad:\le,  and  foon  after  reach 
ihe  caftle  of 

Dun-vegan,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Macleod,  a  gentleman  defcended  from  one  of  the  Nor- 
wegian vice-roys,  governors  of  the  ifles  while  they  bore  a  foreign  yoke.  But  the  an- 
S  tiquity 

Digitized  by  Google 


PSNN-iMT  S   SECOND    TOUR   IN    SCOTLAND.  321 

ttquity  of  his  defcont  is  an  accident  that  would  convey  little  honour  to  him,  had  be 
not  a  much  more  fubnainial  claim  ;,  for,  to  nil  the  milkmefs  of  human  nature  ufually 
concomitant  with  his  early  ape,  is  added,  the  fenfe  and  firmnefs  of  mot;e  advanced 
life.  He  feels  for  the  ditlreffeaof  liis  people,  and  infenfible  of  his  own,  with  uncom- 
mon difintereftednefs,  has  relieved  his  tenants  fiom  their  oppreflive  rents  ;  has  received 
inftead  of  the  trafli  of  gold,  the  treafure  of  warm  afftctions,  and  unfeigned  prayer, 
HeVill  foon  experience  the  good  effects  of  his  generofity,;  gratitude,  the  refult  of  the 
fenfibility  ftill  exifting  among  thofe  accullomed  to  a  feudal  government,  will  fliew  itfelf 
in  more  than  empty  words  ;  and  in  time  tiiey  will  not  fail  exerting  every  nerve  to  give 
his  virtue  theJue  reward.  Feudal  governments,  like  that  of  unmixed  monarchy,  has 
its  conveniences  and  its  bloHings.  The  laft  nirely  occur  from  the  imperfedion  of 
human  nature :  One  Being  only  can  lay  claim  to  that ;  therefore  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
every  honeft  man  to  refilt  the  very  appearance  of  undivided  power  in  a  prince,  or 
the  fliadow  of  independency  in  afubje^.  The  Highlanders  may  blefs  the  hand  that 
loofeqed  their  bonds ;  for  tyranny  more  often  than  proteflion  was  the  attendance  on 
their  vaffalage.  Yet  ftill  from  long  habitude,  and  from  the  gleamsof  kindnefe  that 
darted  every  now  and  then  amidft  the  ftorms  of  feverity,  was  kmdled  a  fort  of  filial  re- 
verence to  their  chieftain :  this  ftill  is  in  a  great  degree  retained,  and  may,  by  cheriOi* 
ing,  return  with  more  than  wonted  vigour.  The  noxious  part  of  the  feudal  reign  i^ 
aboliihed  ;  the  delegated  rod  of  power  is  now  no  more.  But  let  not  the  good  part  be 
loft  with  the  bad  :  the  tender  relation  that  patriarchal  government  experiences,  fliould 
ftill  be  retained  ;  and  the  mutual  inclination  to  beneficence  preferved.  The  chieftain 
ihould  not  lofe,  with  the  power  of  doing  harm,  the  difpofition  of  doing  good.  Such  are 
the  fentiments  of  M"f .  Macleod,  which  ripen  into  aftioos,  that,  if  perfilted  in,  will  bring 
lafting  comfort  into  his  own  bofoni,  and  the  moft  defired  of  bleflings  amongft  a  nu-.  ■ 
nierous  clan.  _  "  , 

The  caftle  of  Dun  vegan  is  feated  on  a  high  rock,  over  a  loch  of  the  fame  name,  a, 
branch  of  I.och  Falart.  Part  is  modernized,  but  the  greateft  portion  is  ancient :  the 
oldeft  is  a  fquare  tower,  which  with  a  wall  round  the  edge  of  the  rock,  was  the  origi- 
nal ftrength  of  the  place.  Adjacent  is  a  village  and  the  poft-ofEce ;  for  from  hence 
a  pacquet-boat,  fupported  by  fubfcriptioo,  faib  every  fortnight  for  the  Long  IQand. 

Here  is  preferved  the  Braolauch  (hi,  or  fairy-flag  of  the  ramily,  beftowed  on  it  by  Ti- 
tania  the  Ben-O^,  or  wife  to  Oberon  king  of  the  fairies.  She  blefled  it  at  the  fame 
time  with  powers  of  (he  firft  importance,  which  were  to  be  exerted  on  only  three  oc- 
cAlions  :  but,  on  the  laft,  after  the  end  was  obt^ned,  an  invifible  Being  is  to  arrive  and 
carry  oS  ftandard  and  ftandard-bearer,  never  mora  to  be  feen.  A  family  of  Clan  y 
Faitter  had  this  dangerous  oiGce,  and  held  by  it  free  lands  in  Bracadale. 

The  flag  has  been  produced  thrice.  The  firft  time  in  an  unequal  engagement  againft 
the  Clii-Roland,  to  whofe  fight  the  Macleods  were  multiplied  ten-fold.  The  fecond 
preferved  the  heir  of  the  femily,  bang  then  produced  to  fave  the  longing  of  the  lady  ; 
and  the  third  time,  to  fave  my  own ;  but  it  was  fo  tattered,  that  Titania  did  not  ieem 
to  think  it  worth  fending  for. 
■  This  was  a  fuperliilion  derived  from  the  NorV/egian  anceftry  of  the  ho'ufe ;  the 
feble  was  caught  from  the  country,  and  might  be  ot  ufe  to  animate  the  claiL  ,  The 
Danes  had  their  migical  ftandard,  Reafan,  or,  the  raven,  embroidered  in  an  inftant 
by  the  three  daughters  of  Lodbroke,  and  fillers  of  Hinguar,  Hubba,  or  Ivar  *.  Sigurd 
bad  an  enchanted  flag  given  him  by  his  mother,  with  circumftanges  foraewhat  fimilar 
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to  the  Dun-vegan  cotours:  whofoever  bor^  it  in  the  day  of  battle  vras  to  be  lulled; 
accordingly  in  one  of  his  battles  three  (landard-bearera  were  fucceffively  Saia  j  but  on 
the  death  of  the  laft  he  obtained  the  viflory  •. 

Here  is  preferved  a  great  ox-horn,  tipped  with  filver  ;  the  arm  was  twifted  rouiui 
its  fpires,  the  mouth  brought  over  the  elbow,  and  then  drank  off.  The  northern. 
nations  held  this  fpecies  of  cup  in  high  efleem,  and  ufed  the  capMious  horns  o£  the 
great  Aurochsf.  They  graced  the  hofpitable  halls  of  kings  J,  and  out  of  them-  the 
ancient  heroes  quenched  thdr  thirfl :  Haquin^,  weary  with  flaughter,  calls  aloud.for 
the  mighty  draught : 

Heu  labor  immenfut,  felTot  qniini  vellicat  artui  t 
Q>ii*  mihi  jim  prabet  coTDoa  pleni  mcro  I 

Ir  this  caftle  is  atfo  preferved  a  round  fliield,  nude  of  iron,  that  even  in  its  decayed 
ftate  weighs  near  twenty  pounds}  itfelfa  load  in  thefe  deg«ierate  days ;  yet  they  wert- 
in  u&  no  longer  ago  than  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  Each  chiefiain  had  his- 
armour-bearer,  who  preceded  his  mailer  ia^tims  of  war,  and,  by  my  aucinr's  {[.  account, 
in  time  of  peace ;  '  for  they  went  .armed  even  to  church,  in  the  manner  the  North-. 
AmericaQs  do  at  prefent  m  the  frontier  fettlemei^t,  and  for  the  fame  reafoo,  the  dread 
sf  ravages. 

In  times  long  before  thofe,  the  andent  Scotch  ufed  Touad  targets,  made  of  oak,, 
covered  with  the  hides  of  bulls  i  and  long  Qiields,  narrow  below  and  broad  above, 
formed  of  pieces  of  oak  or  willow,  fecured  with  iron  :  1  guefa  them  to  be  of  the  fame 
Idpd  mdi  the  Norwegian  ftuelds  figured  by  Womuus  ^,  andj^obably  derived  from  the 
feme  country.  They  bad  alfo  a  guard  for  their  Ihoulders,  railed  Scapul ;  and  for 
o^nfive  weapons  had  the  bow,  fword,  two-handed  fword,  and  Lochaber  ax,  a  weapon 
likewife  of  Norwegian  origin.  But  the  image-tombs  of  ancient  warriors  are  the  belt 
lectures  on  this  fubjed. 

Mr.  Macqueen  informs  me,  that  near  this  place  is  an  Anait,  or  droidical  place  of 
worfiilpt  of  which  there  are  four  in  Skie,  much  of  the  fame  fituation  and  conftrudioo. 
This  lies  in  the  he»t  c>f  an  extenlive  moor,  between  the  confiuence  of  two.  waters. 
Tothe  eail  ftaitds  one  hil),  to  the  well  another :  which  gradually  flope  down  toward 
tfte  plain,  and  from  which  a  clear  profpe^t  might  be  had  of  all  that  {KifTed  below. 
'^Vom  one  of  thefe  waters  to  the  other  is^  a  flrong  flone  wall,  forming  an  equilateral 
triangle ;  the  rocks  face  it  towards  the  water,  and  every  crevice  is  fuled  with  ftones 
Hgulariy  laid ;  fo  that  it  feems  to  have  been  on  that  fpot  inaccefSble  in  former  days. 
Near  the  centre  of  this  triangle,  is  a  fmall  fquare  edifice  of  quarried  ftones,  and  on. 
each  fide  of  the  entrance  which  leads  to  it  from  the  wall,  are  the  remains  of  two 
houles,  both  within  and  without.  In  thofe  lodged  the  priefls  and  their  families ;  the 
fcrvants  moft  probably  on  the  outfide.  A  flrong  turf  rampart  proteded  alfo  the  wall 
from  water  to  water,  acrofs  a  rifing  ground,  which  hath  been  cut  through  by  a  road 
ieacSng  from  the  Tempal  na  Anait  (as  the  edifice  is  called)  a  great  way  into  the 
moor.  There  is  no  tradidon  of  the  ufe  of  this  place.  My  learned,  friend  fuppofes  it 
fo  hwe  been  defigned  for  the  worfhip  of  the  Earth,  Bendis  or  Diana,  which,  accord- 
fog  to  Hefychius,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame.  Plutarch  gives  the  fame  goddefs  the 
dlle  of  Anak,  tiie  name  of  this  place  of  worfliip ;  and  Pliny  fpeaks  of  a  country  in 

•  Tarfem,  »?. 

f  Uronim  cornibui,  Barbari  frpteaiTioDaln potant,  uniafqae  bmaa  capiiia  uniutcomua  implent.  FHatl 
lib.  ii.  c.  37.  t  Saxo  Grammat.  $4.  ^  Wormii  Mon.  JDio.-jSg. 
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Armenia,  called  Anaidca,  from  Anairis,  a  godd^  in  great  repute  there,  where  a 
noble  temple  had  been  built,  which  was  plundered  of  iis  imroeare  riches  by  the  foldier^ 
of  Antony  in  his  Parthian  expedition.  Paufanias  alfo  fpe^  of  the  temple  of  Plana 
the  Anait.  Thefe  temples  were  crefted  when  the  purity  of  the  Celtic  reKgion  hatj 
been  dcbafed  by  the  extravagance  of  fancy,  and  idols  introduced.  Here  we  may  fup- 
pofe  that  this  drity  was  worfiiipped  in  the  utmoft  iimplicity. 

July  aa.  Proceed  on  our  journey;  pafs  over  a  black  and  pathlefs  tra£l  of  moor 
and  bog,  for  about  fifteen  miles.  Dine  on  a  foft  fpot  of  heath,  with  that  appetite 
which  exercife  and  the  free  air  never  fail  to  create.  Arrive  oh  the  banks  of  Loch- 
Grifemis,  a  branch  of  Loch-fnifart :  take  boat  j  obforve  that  the  ropes  for  the  fifliing- 
nets  are  made  of  the  purple  melic  grafs,  the  pund-glafs  of  the  Highlanders,  remarkable 
for  lafting  long  without  rotting.  After  a  palfage  of  a  mile,  land  at  Kinglburgh  ;  im. 
mortalized  by  its  miftrefs,  the  celebrated  Flora  Mac-Donald,  the  fair  protedlrefs  of  a  ■ 
fugitive  adventurer ;  who,  after  feme  days  concealing  himfelf  from  purfuit,  in  the  dif- 
guife  of  a  lady's  maid,  here  flung  oS'  the  female  habit.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  her  ac- 
quaintance at  the  firft  Sir  Watkjn  William  Wynne's  in  the  year  1746 ;  but  at  this 
time  I  unfortunately  found  that  fhe  was  abfent  on  a  vifit. 

Mr.  Macdonald  did  me  the  favour  of  prefenting  me  with  three  very  curious  pieces 
of  antiquity :  an  urn,  a  Glaln-Ucudr,  or  ferpent-bead,  and  a  Denarius,  found  not  re- 
mote  from  his  houfe.  The  firfl  is  an  urn  of  elegant  workmanlhip,  found  in  a  ftone 
cheft,  formed  of  fix  flags  as  before  defcribed :  this  urn  was  filled  with  alhes ;  was 
placed  not  prone,  as  that  mentioned  in  the  former  volume,  but  with  the  mouth  up, 
and  covered  with  a  light  thin  flione.  This  was  difcovered  beneath  an  inuueale 
cairn. 

The  Glwi-naidr,  or  Druidical  bead,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called,  is  an  unique  in  its  kind, 
bdng  of  a  triangular  Jhape ;  but,  as  ufual,  made  of  glafs,  marked  with  figures  of  fer> 
pents  coiled  up.  The  common  people  in  Wales  and  in  Scotland  retain  the  fame 
fuperflitions  relating  to  it  as  the  ancimts,  and  call  it  by  the  name  of  Serpent-Aone, 
The  Gauls,  taught  by  their  priefts,  believed  the  ftrangefl  tales  of  their  ferpenis,  de* 
fcribed  from  the  profe  of  Livy,  in  a  moft  fpirited  manner,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Malon, 
who  thus  makes  his  Druid  demand  of  a  lapient  brother : 

But  tell  me  yet        ■  - 
From  tbe  grot  of  channs  and  (pelli* 
Where  our  matron  filler  dtrelli ; 
Brennus,  hu  thy  holy  hand 
Safely  brought  the  Dru!d  wand. 
And  ihe  potent  adder-ftone, 
Gendcr'd  Tore  the  autumnal  mooD  i 
When  in  undulating  twine 
The  foaming  fnalcei  prolific  join  t 
When  they  hifi,  and  when  ihey  bear 
Their  vimd'roua  egg  aloof  in  air  t 
Thence,  before  to  earth  it  fall, 

J  he  Druid  in  his  holy  paU, 
ecefTci  ifae  prize, 
And  inftant  ttiei, 

FoUow'd  by  the  tnteoom'd  brood, 
Till  be  crob  the  fihtr  flood. 

The  ancients  and  modems  agree  in  thor  belief  of.  its  powers ;  that  'good  fortune 

attends  the  pofieflbr  wherever  he  goes.    The  ftnpid  Claiudius,  that  Ludibrium  aula 
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AuguJHf  put  to  death  a  Gauli/h  *  knight,  for  no  otho-  reafon  thui  that  he  carried  vuum 
snguirtamt  a  ferpent-ftone  about  him.  The  vulgar  of  the  prefect  age  attribute  to  it  other 
virtues;  fuch  as  its  curing  the  bite  of  the  adder,  aod  giving  eafe  to  women  in  child- 
birth, if  tied  about  the  knee :  fo  difficuU  is  it  to  root  out  follies  that  have  the  fan£tion 
of  antiquity. 

The  lad  favour  that  I  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Mac-donatd  for,  is  a  denarius  of  the  Em- 
peror Trajan,  found  on  a  moor  near  the  fliore  of  I>och-Grifemis ;  a  probable,  but  not 
a  certain  evidence  ;hat  the  Romans  had  landed  in  this  ifland.  We  have  no  lights  from 
hiflory  to  enable  us  to  fay  what  was  done  during  the  reign  of  that  emperor :  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding,  Adrian  reduced  the  bouilds  of  tfie  empire  to  the  place  ftiil  called  his  wall,  and 
lofl:  all  conimuiiication  with  the  iflands ;  but  in  the  following  rdgn  they  wore  extended 
to  their  ancient  bounds,  and  the  ifles  mighf  be  .vifited  from  the  Glota  eftuarium,  the 
ftation  of  the  fleet,  and  the  money  in  queftion  loft  at  that  time  in  Skie.  But  its  bang 
found  there  may  be  accountt'il  for  by  another  fuppofnion  j  that  of  its  having  been  th; 
booty  of  an  ifland  foldier,  taken  from  the  Romans  in  fonie  of  the  numberlefs  (kirmifhes 
in  one  of  the  following  reigns,  and  brought  here  as  a  tnark  of  vidtory. 

I  obferve  that  the  great  fcallop-fliell  is  made  ufe  of  in  the  dairies  of  this  country  for 
the  fkimming  of  milk.  In  old  times  it  had  a  more  honourable  place,  being  admitted 
into  the  halU  of  heroes,  and  was  the  cup  of  their  feftivity.  As  Dodor  Mac-pherfon 
exprelTesit,  ■"  The  whole  tribe  filled  the  hall  of  the  chieftain  ;  trunks  of  irees  covered 
with  mofs  were  laid  in  form  of  tables  from  one  end  to  the  oiher  ;  whole  beeves  or  deer 
were  roafted  and  laid  before  them  on  rough  boards,  or  hurdles  of  rods  woven  together: 
thcpipcrs  played  while  they  fat  at  table,  and  filence  was  obferved  by  all.  Alter  the 
feaft  was  over,  they  had  ludicrous  entertainrnenls  ;  a  praftice  ftill  continued  in  part  of 
the  Highlands  :  the  females  retired,  and  the  old  and  young  warriors  fat  in  order,  down 
from  the  chieftain,  according  to  their  proximity  in  blood  to  him  ;  the  harp  was  then 
touched,  the  fong  was  raifed,and  the  Uiga-cri.'chin,  or  the  drinking- fliell,  went  round." 

Am  lodged  this  night  in  the  fmie  bed  that  formerly  received  thj  unfortunate  Cfiarles 
Stuart.  Here  he  lay  one  nighr,  after  having  be^fn  for  fome  tiii^  in  a  female  ha'jit  un- 
der the  proteflion  of  Flora  Macdonald.  Near  this  place  he  refumed  the  drefs  of  his 
own  fcx  by  the  aJIiftance  of  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Alexander  Macdonald,  who 
fuEFered  a  long  imprifonment  on  t!iat  account ;  but  neither  the  fear  of  puriifhment,  nor 
the  promifes  of  reward,  could  inJucs  him  to  infringe  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  by  be- 
traying an  uahappy  man  who  had  flung  himfelf  unJt.'r  his  protedlion.  He  prefented  me 
with  a  pair  of  gloves  worn  by  Charles  Stuart  while  he  appeared  m  the  cliaraftifr  of  the 
tender  fex  ;  they  are  kept  as  a  memorial  of  a  daring  adventure,  moft  unequally  fup- 
portfd, 

July  23.  Leave  Kingfburgh,  travel  on  a  good  Iiorfe  road,  pafs  by  a  cairn,  witli  a 
great  ftoHe  at  the  top,  called  the  high-ftone  of  Ugg.  I  mud  remark,  that  the  Danes 
left  behind  them  in  many  places  the  names  of  their  deities,  their  heroes,  and  their  bards  ; 
thus  ill  the  rock  Humbla  is  perpetuated  the  name  of  Humblus  i,  one  of  their  ancient 
lyngs ;  the  ifle  of  Gunna  J  afl'amed  the  title  of  one  of  the  Valkyrie,  the  fatal  lifters  ; 
Ulva  takes  its  name  Irom  the  bear-begotten  hero  Ulvo  §  ;  and  the  ftone  of  Ugg  feems 
to  have  been  eredted  in  memory  of  the  poet  Uggerus  j|. 

Beneath  is  the  fertile  bottom  of  Ugg,  laughing  with  corn  :  afcend  a  hill,  and  on  the 
other  fide  defcend  into  the  parifh  of  Kilmore,  the  granary  of  Skie.     Leave,  on  the  left, 

•  Plinii.lib  sxi«.  C.3.     Fqiiitein  Romanuni  e  Vocontila,  apeopleorDouphiiiy, 
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Moggaflot,  the  principal  houfe  of  Sir  Alexander  Mac-donald,  lineally  defcended  from 
the  lords  of  the  ifles  :  all  the  eftates  at  prefent  poflefled  by  that  gentleman  were  be- 
ftowed  by  John,  the  laft  R'egulus,  and  Earl  of  Rofs,  on  his  brother  Hugh,  and  con- 
firmed by  a  charter  dated  at  Arcs,  in  the  year  1449,  and  afterwards  by  James  IV.  at 
Sterling,  in  1495. 

Beneath  the  houfe  was  the  lake  of  St,  Columba,  now  drained  ;  once  noted  for  a  mo- 
naft^ry  of  great  antiquity,  placed  in  an  iflam*.  The  ruins  evince  its  age,  being  built 
with  great  ftones,  without  mortar,  in  the  manner  cuftomary  in  the  times  of  druidifm. 
The  cells  and  feveral  rooms  are  ilill  very  diftinguilhable.  The  chapel  is  of  a  later  date, 
and  built  with  mortar,  as  are  all  the  other  chapels  in  Skie,  and  in  the  little  illands  along 
its  fhores :  ihefe  chapels  were  ferved  by  the  monks :  the  place  they  landed  on,  in  order 
to  difcharge  thefe  religious  duties,  was  called  Pein-orah,  or  the  land  of  prayer ;  for 
after  folemnly  recommending  themfelves,  and  the  objefls  of  their  jouhiey,  to  the  Moft 
High,  they  feparated,  and  took  their  refpeSive  routes. 

Purfue  our  journey.  A  minifter,  who  gave  us  the  pleafure  of  his  company,  obferred 
to  us,  that  a  couple  were  in  purfuit  of  him  in  order'  to  have  their  nuptials  celebrated : 
unwilling  10  be  the  caufe  of  deferring  their  happinefs,  I  begged  he  would  not  on  my 
account  delay  the  ceremony  :  we  took  poireffion*of  a  cottage  ;  the  minifter  laid  before 
them  the  duties  of  the  marriage  ftate,  alked  whether  they  took  each  other  willingly  ? 
joined  thmr  hands,  and  concluded  with  a  prayer.  I  obferved  that  the  bridegroom  put 
all  the  powers  of  magic  to  defiance,  for  he  wat  married  with  both  Awes  tied  with  their  : 
latchet. 

Not  many  years  have  elapfed  fince  it  was  (juftomary  in  fome  parts  of  the  north  of 
Scotland  for  the  ialrtis  to  interfere  in  the  marriages  of  their  vaflals,  and  dire£l  the  pair* 
ing  of  their  people.  Thefe  flrange  tyrannies,  thefe  oppreffions  of  inclination,  feem  to 
have  occafioncd  the  law  of  Alexander  I.  to  prevent  ftich  a  foundation  for  doraeftic  mi- 
fery ;  it  is  indeed  the  cafe  of  the  widow  only  that  he  took  imo  confideration.  *'  Na 
widow  ("fays  the  flaiute)  fould  be  compelled  to  marie  gif  fche  pleafe  to  live-without  ane 
hufband,  but  fche  foulJ  give  fecuritie  that  fche  fall  not  marie  without  confent  of  hir 
lord,  gif  fche  holds  of  ane  other  than  the  king." 

Take  a  repaft  ai  tlie  houfe  of  Sir  Alexander  Mac-donald's  piper,  who,  according  to- 
ancient  cuftom,  bv  virtue  of  his  oflice,  holds  his  Iand»  free.  His  dwelling,  like  many 
others  in  this  country,  confifts  of  feveral  apartments :  the  firft  for  his  cattle  during 
winter  ;  the  fecond  is  his  hall ;  the  third  for  the  reception  of  ftrangers  ;  and  the  fbunh 
for  the  lodging  of  his  family  :  all  the  rooms  within  one  another. 

The  owner  was  quite  mafter  of  his  inftrutnenl,  and  treated  us  with  feveral  tunes. 
In  feudal  times  the  Mac  donalds  had  in  this  ifland  a  college  of  pipers,  and  the  Macleods 
had  the  like  j  thefe  had  regular  appointments  in  land,  and  recoved  pupils  from  all  the 
neighbouring  chieftains.  'Ibe  Mac-karters  were  chief  pipers  to  the  firft;  the  Mac.'^ 
knimens  to  the  laft. 

The  bagpipe  has  been  a  favourite  inftniment  with  the  Scots,  and  has  two  varieties  i 
the  one  with  ftiort  pipes,  played  on  with  the  fingers;  the  other  with  long  pipes,  and 
founded  with  the  mouth  :  this  is  the  loudett  and  molt  ear-ptercing  of  all  mufic,  is  the 
genuine  highland  pipe,  and  fuited  well  the  warlike  genius  of  the  people,  roufed  their 
courage  to  battle,  alarmed  them  when  fecure,  and  colleded  them  when  fcaltered  ;  fo* 
laced  them  in  their  long  and  painful  marches,  and  in  times  of  peace  kept  up  the  me- 
mory of  the  gallantry  of  their  anceftors,  by  tunes  compofed  after  fignal  victories  y  and 
too  often  kept  up  the  ^irit  of  revenge,  by  airs  exprtflive  of  defeats  or  maOacres  from 
rival  clans.     One  of  the  tunes>  wild  and  tempelluous,  is  faid  to  have  been  played  at  the 
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bloody  battle  of  Harlav,  vihen  Donald,  Lord  of  the  illes,  in  1 4.10,  oppofed  the  powers 
of  James  I.  under  the  condu£t  of  Alexander  Stuart,  Earl  of  Mar. 

Ndtfaer  of  .thefe  iuAruments  were  the  invenlton  of  the  Danes,  or,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  of  any  of  the  norihem  nations ;  for  their  ancient  writers  prove  them  to  have 
been  animated  with  the  c'angor  tubanim.  Notwlthitanding  th^  have  had  their  fceck- 
pipe  longamongft  them,  as  their  old  fongs  *  prove,  yet  we  cannot  allow  them  the  ho- 
;nour  of  linventiQg  this  melodious  inllrument ;  but  mult  alTerc  that  they  borrowed  it 
from -the  invaded  Caledonians.  We  mud  Ail)  go  farther,  and  deprive  even  that  an- 
cientTace  of  the  credit ;  and  derive  its  origin  from  the  mild  climate  of  Italy,  perhaps 
from -Greece. 

There  is  now  in  Rome  a  moft  beautiful  b^s-telievo,  a  Grecian  fculpture  of  the  bigh- 
efl  antiquity,4]f  abagpiper .playing  cm  his inftrument, exactly  like  a  modem  highlander. 
The  Greeks  had  their  A<rx(iuXiif,  or  inftrumeot  compofed  of  a  pipe  and  blown>up  (kin  : 
the  Romans  in  all  probability  borrowed  it  from  them,  and  introduced  it  among  thar 
fwaitis,  who  Ail)  ufe  it  under  the  names  oipiva  and  cDmu  mufa  f. 

That  mafter  of  mufic,  Nero,  -ufed  one  { ;  and  bad  not  the  empire  been  fo  fuddenly 
dgjEJved  -of  that  great  artift,  he  would  (as  he  gracioufly  declared  his  intuition)  have 
treated  the  peOple  wuh  a  concert ;  and,  among  other  curious  inllruments,  would  have 
introduced  the  utricularius,  or  bagpipe.  Nero  peiiihed,  but  the  hgure  of  the  inftni- 
ment  is  prefsrved  on  one  of  his  cuuis,  but  highly  improved  by  that  great  mailer.  It  has 
-the  b^  and  two  of  the  vulgar  pipes,  but  was  blown  with  a  bellows,  like  an  organ,  and 
:had  00  one  fide  a  row  of  nine  unequal  p^es,  rcfemb'ing  the  fyrinx  of  the  god  F^  §, 
The  bagpipe,  in  the  unimproved  -ftate,  b  alfo  reprefenteB  in  an  ancient  fculpture,  and 
appears  to  have  had  two  long  pipes  or  drones|{,  and  a  fmgle&ort  pipe  for  the  fingers. 
Tradition  fays,  that  the  kind  played  oh  by  the  mouth  was  introduced  by  the  Danes.  . 
As'theii^s  was  wind  mufic,  we  will  admit  that  they  might  have  made  improvement,  but 
more  we  cannot  allow :  they  were  Hulled  n  the  ufe  of  the  truaipet ;  the  highlanders  ia 
the  piohb,'or  bagpipe. 

Kon  tuba  mi  -tifa  lUit,  coDJrAa  >t  tibia  in  utrtin 
Dat  belli  lignum,  ct  maitem  vocat  hom'da  in  annaf. 

Proceed  two  miles  farther;  pals  under  a  ht^  hilt,  with  a  predfHtous  front,  ftyled 
Sgor-more,  or  the  great  prc^edion ;  and  immediately  after  jeach  Dun-tuilm  caflle,  or 
the  caftle  of  the  round  grafly  eminence,  placed  at  the  verge  of  a  high  precipice  over  the 
fea ;  the  ground  adjacent  formed  of  fine  verdant  turf. 

Find  ourveflel  at  anchor  undertbe  little  rocky  Elan-tuihn,  lofty,  andof  api£turefque 
.  form. 

Take  leave  of  feveral  gentlemen,  who,  according  to  the  worthy  cuftom  of  thefe 
illands,  convoyed  us  from  place  to  place,  and  never  left  us  dit  they  had  delivernl  u^ 
over  to  the  next  bofpitable  roof,  or  feen  us  fafely  embarked.  Among  others  who  did 
me  tlus  honour  was  Doctor  John  Macleao,  whofe  family  have  been  hereditary  phyfi- 
cians  for  fome  centuries  to  that  of  Mac-donald.  Th^  have  been  educated  at  the  e» 
^nce  of  the  chiefcam ;  anJ  receive  to  this  day  an  appointment  in  land,  holding  the  farm 
-of  Shulida  at  the  gates  of  the  ancient  refidence  of  the  Mac-donalds,  the  caftle  of  Dunr 
luilm,  which  the  JioSica  enjoys  together  with  a  penlion  from  the  late  Sir  James  Mao 
Donald. 

*  Fron  Tit.  Solandtr.  f  From  Dr.  Bnracy.  )  SuAoniiu,  Mb.  «t.  e.  54. 
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Don-tuilm  cidle  is  a  ruin,-  but  wasu^bired  aviate  as  1715.  .  &  was  the  original 
flat  of  the  MaC'tionalds  in  ^te  r  near  h  a  hill,  c^led  Cnock  an  eirkk,  or  the  hill  of 
pleas  r  fuch  eminences  are  frequent  near  the  houfes  of  all  the  great  men,  for  on  ihefc, 
by  the  aifidanre  of  their  friends,  they  determined  all  differences  belweea  their  people : 
the  place  was  held  facred,  and  to  the  refpeS  paid  to  the  decirions  delivered  from  the 
fummit,  may  in  fome  meafure  be  attributed  the  ftri€l  obedience  of  a.  fierce  and  uulitary 
nee  to  their  chieftain* 

Near  this  place  vrss  pointed  to  me  the  fpot  where  an  incelluous  pair  (a  brother  and 
filter)  had  been  buHed  alive,  by  order  of  the  chieftain. 

In  the  rocks  iU'e  abundance  of  fmall  compreOed  ammonitx,  and  on  the  fhores  faw 
fr^meots  of  white  quartz,  the  heOic  ftone  fo  often  mentioned  by  Martin. 

Skie  is  the  largefl  of  the  Hebrides,,  being  above  lixty  meafured  miles  tong ;  llie. 
breadth  unequal,  by  reatott  of  the  numbers  of  lochs  that  penetrate  ^  on  both  frdes. 
It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  the  Eaftem  iEbudai  of  the  ancients  i  by  others  to 
have  been  the  Dumna.  The  modern  name  is  of  Norwegian  origin,  derived  from  Ski, 
a  niift,  and  from  the  clouds  (that  almoft  continually-hong  on  the  tops  of  its  lofty  hills) 
was  ftyJed  Ealand  flcianach,  or  the  cloudy  illand  *.  Nb  epithet  could  better  fuit  tbe 
place ;  for,  except  in  the  fummer  feafbn,  th«^  is  fcarcely  a  week  of  fair  weather :  the 
lommera  themfelves  are  alfo  generally  wet,  and  feldom  warm. 

The  wefterly  wind  blows  here  more  regularly  than  any  other^  and' arriving  charged^ 
vnth  vapour  from  the-vaft  Atlantic,  never  fails  to  dafli  the  clouds  it  wafts  on  the  lofty- 
lummits  of  the  hills  ofCuchulIin,  and  their  contents  deluge  the  ifland  in  a  manner  un>- 
known  in  other  placet.  What  is  properly  called  the  rainy  feafon  commences  in  Auguft : : 
the  rains  begin  with  moderate  winds,  which  grow  Ihronger  and  ArongerttU  tbe  autumnal' 
«]innox,  when  they  rage  with  incredible  fury^ 

The  buflnndmaivthen  fighs  over  the  ruins  of  his  vernal  labonrs  :  fees  bis  cr(^  feci 
the  imury  of  climate ;  fome  hid  pro(trate }:  the  more  ripe  com  (hed  by  the  violence  of. 
ifae  enments.  Tbe  poor  forefee  famine,  and  coofec^uential  dtfeafe :  the  humane  tackf*' 
men  ^ni»e  over  diftrefTes  that  inability,  not  want  of  inclination,  deprives  them  of  the 
power  of-remedyingi  The  nearer  call»  of  family  and  children  naturally  firfl:  excite 
their  attention  :  to  maintain  and  educate  are  all. their  hopes,  for  that  of  accumulating 
"    ■         -    ■       •  eleft      "      ■' 


1  B  beyond,  their  expe^ation  ;  fothat  the  poor  are  left  to  Providence 'scare;  they 
prowl  like  other  animab along  the  Iborcs  to- pick  up  limpets  and  other  fbell-fiih,  the 
eafoalrepails  of  hundreds  during  part  of  the  yearin  thefe  unhappy  illandsi  Hundreds- 
tfaus  annually  drag  through  the  feafon  a  wretched  life ;  and  numbers  unknown,  in  sdl- 
parts  of  the  weftern  iflanas-(nothing  local  is  intended),  fall .  beneath  tbe  prefliire, .  fome 
of  hunger,  more  of  (be  purid  fever,  the  epidemic  of  the  coafls,  originating  fromun— 
vhotefomc  food,  the  dire  effects  of  aeceffity.  Moraland  innocent  vidims !  who  ezidt 
m.  the  change,  firft  finding  that  place  **  wiere  the  wicked  ceafe  frcm  troabliag,  and 
where  the  weary  are  atreflU'*' 

The  fanner  labours  to  remedy  this-  diftrefe  to  the  belt  of  his  power,  but  the  wetnefs 
of  tbe  land  late  in  fpring  prevails,  him  from  putting  into  the  ground  the  early  feed  of ' 
&ture  crops,  bear,  and  fmall  oats :  the  laft  are  fitted  for  the  climate  ; .  they  bear  tbe 
fury  of  the  winds  better  than  other  grain,  and  require  lefs  manure,  a  defidency  in-this  > 
ifland.  Boverty  prevents  him  from-making  experiments  in  rural  oeconomy : :  the  ill^ 
fuccefs  of  a  few  made  by  the  mere  opulent  determines  him  to  follow  the  old  traft,  as 
attended  with  mol-e  certainty,  unwilling,  like  the  dogin  the  fable,^o  grafp  at  the  fha-- 
dow  and  lofe  the  I'ubHiUKe,  even  as  poor  as  it  is. 

*  DodorMac-pherron,  2B2, 
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Thjproduce  of  the  crops  very  rarely  are  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  the  wants  of  . 
"the  inhabitants :  golden  feafons  have  happened  when  they  have  had  fuperfluity;  but 
the  years  of  famiiie  are  as  ten  to  one.  The  helps  of  the  common  years  are  potatoes: 
it  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  the  discovery  of  America,  by  the  Spaniards  haa  contributed 
to  preferve  more  Hves  by  (he  introdudion  of  this  vegeiable,  or  to  have  caufed  more  to 
perifli  by  the  infatiable  luft  after  the  precious  raetals'of  the  new  worl  J., 

The  difficulties  the  farmer  undergoes  in  this  bad  climate  are  unknown  in  the  fouth  ; 
there  he  fows  his  feed,  and  fees  it  flouriih  beneath  a  benign  fun,  and  fecured  from  every 
invafion.  Here  a  wet  fky  brings  a  re1u£tant  crop*  :  the  ground,  inclofed  only  with 
.turf  mounds,  acceflible  to  every  animal:  a  continual  watch  employs  numbers  of  his 
■  people:  fome"  again  are  occupied  in  repairing  the  damages  fuRained  by  their  houfes 
from  ftorms  the  preceding  yf  ar ;  others  are  labouring  at  the  turberries,  to  provide  fuel 
to  keep  off  the  ngour  of  the  fevere  feafon  ;  or  in  fencing  »he  natural ;  the  only )  graiVes 
of  the  country  to  preferve  their  cattle  from  ftarving,  which  are  the  true  and  proper 
ftaple  of  thefe  iflands. 

The  quantity  of  com  raifed  in  tolerable  feafons  in  this  ifland  is  efteemed  to  be  about 
nine  fhoufand  bolls.  The  number  of  mouths  to  confume  them  in  the  preibytery  of 
Skie  t,  near  thirteen  thoufand  :  migrations  and  deprellion  of  fpirir,  the  laft  a  common 
caufe  of  depopulation,  having  fince  the  year  1750  reduced  tjie  number  from  fifteen 
thoufand  to  bet\-ecn  twelve  and  thirteen :  one  thoufand  having  croffed  the  Atfantic, 
others  funk  beneath  poverty,  or  id  defpair,  ceafed  to  obey  the  firil  great  command, 
*'  increafe  and  multiply.'* 

In  that  year  the  whole  rent  of  Skie  was  three  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  By 
an  unnatural  force  fome  of  the  rents  are  now  doubled  and  trebled.  People  long  out 
of  all  habit  of  induftry,  and  ufed  to  the  convivial  tables  of  their  chieftain,  were  uoabte 
inftantly  to  fupport  fo  new  a  burden  :  in  time  not  very  long  preceding  that,  they  felt 
the  retuim  of  fome  of  their  rents ;  they  were  enabled  to  keep  hofpit^ty  ;  to  receive 
-their  chieftain  with  a  welUcovered  board,  and  to  feed  a  multitude  of  poor.  Many  of 
■jthe  greater  tackfmen  were  of  the  fame  blood  with  their  chieftains;  they  were  attached 
to  them  by  the  ties  of  confanguinity  as  well  as  afiedion :  they  felt  from  them  the  firll 
,a£t  of  oppreflion,  as  Cxfar  did  the  wound  from  his  beloved  Brutusi 

The  high  advance  in  the  price  of  cattle  is  a  plea  for  the  high  advance  of  rents;  but  the 
iituation  of  the  tackfman  here  is  particular :  he  is  a  gentleman,  and  boalls  the  fame  blood 
with  his  laird :  (of  five  hundred  fighting  men  that  followed  Macleod  in  1745  in  his 
majefty  army,  four  hundred  were  of  his  xindred)  h.is  been  cherifhed  by  him  for  a  feries 
of  years  often  with  paternal  afiedion  :  has  been  ufed  to  fuch  luxuries  as  the  place  af> 
fords,  and  cannot  inltantly  Ank  from  a  good  board  to  the  hard  fare  of  a  common  far- 
mer. When  the  chi;-ftains  riot  in  all  the  luxuries  of  South  Britain,  he  thinks  himfetf 
entitled  to  fhare  a  due  degree  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  not  to  be  for  ever 
confini;d  to  the  diet  of  brochan,  or  the  compotatton  of  whUkey.  During  the  feudal 
reign  their  love  for  their  chifeftains  induced  them  to  bear  many  things,  at  prefent  into- 
-  lerable.  They  were  their  pride  and  their  glory  :  they  (irained  every  nerve  in  fupport 
of  them,  inlhefame  manner  as  the  French,  through  vanity,  refufe  nothing  to  aggrandize 
theirGrand  Monarque. 

fli^  corn  is  cut  ijnnri),  a  certain  fiiimhcr  of  fhrivcf  are  gathered  in  s  lieap,  and  ihaiclicd 
Gil)  dry  mnrfii'nt  iliM  happens,  tlic  ihaicli  is  trnva  vS,  and  the  (hravti  now  dry  are  carried 
epeaied  Iillihe  wlmlterop  ic  fccurcd. 
ipi^I^  adi  Rum,  Cannay,  M.,ck,  and  £gg>  bcMet  the  Teven  pariAkci  m  thia  great  Ifland. 

i  _  Refeotment 
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RefentmcQt  drove  many  to  feek  a  retreat  beymd  the  Atlantic :  they  fold  th^r  fiock, 
and  in  numbers  made  their  6r(l  dfay.  They  found,  or  thought  they  found,  while 
their  pafltons  were  warm,  an  happy  change  of  fttuation :  they  wrote  in  terms  fevouring 
of  romance,  an  account  of  their  fltuation  :  their  friends  caueht  the  contagion;  and 
numbers  fallowed ;  and  others  were  preparing  to  follow  then*  example.  The  tackf- 
men  from  a  motive  of  independency :  the  poor  from  attachment ;  and  from  excefs  of 
mifery.  Policy  and  humanity,  as  I  am  informed,  have  of  la^e  checked  this  fpirit  fo 
detrimental  tO  the  public.  The  wifdom  of  legiflature  may  perhaps  fall  on  fome  methods 
to  conciliate  the  affedions  of  a  valuable  part  of  (be  community  :  it  is  unbecoming  my 
little  knowledge  of  the  country  to  prefume  to  point  out  the  methods.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  head  will,  while  time  permits,  recoiled  the  ufe  of  the  molt  diftant 
TOembers. 

The  proper  produ^  of  this  and  all  the  Hebrides,  are  men  and  cattle :  the  ufe  of 
firft  need  not  be  infifted  on,  for  England  cannot  have  forgot  its  fad  dehciency  of  re- 
cruits towards  the  end  of  the  late  long  and  delh'uQive  war  :  and  what  it  owed  in  the 
courfe  of  it  to  North- Britain.  In  refpeft  to  cattle,  this  in  particular  bears  the  pre-enii< 
nence  of  having  the  largell  breed  of  all  the  Highlands.  The  greater  tenants  keep  their 
cattle  during  winter  in  what  are  called  winter-parks,  the  dried  and  hed  ground  they 
have :  here  they  are  kept  till-  April,  except  the  winter  proves  very  hard,  when  they 
are  foddered  with  ftraw  :  in  April  the  farmer  turns  them  to  the  moor-grals  (cottoa- 
grafs)-  which  fprings  hril,  and  at  night  drives  them  into  the  dry  grounds  again. 

The  poorer  tenants,  who  have  no  winter-parks,  are  under  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
the  cattle  under  the  feme  roof  with  themfelves  during  night  i  and  often  are  obliged  to 
keep  them  alive  with  the  meal  defigned  for  their  families.  The  cows  are  often  forced^ 
through  want  of  other  food,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fliores,  and  feed  on  the  fea  plantt 
at  low  water:  by  inOin£t  they  will,  at  ebb  of  tide,  halt'en  from  the  moors,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  are  not  within  ught  of  the  fea. 

One  of  the  greater  farms  in  Skie  is  thus  {locked  : 

Fifty  cows,  and  tiitir  followers,  viz.  ao  young  heifers,  fit  for  bull  j  30  ditto,  three 
years  oldj  35  ditto  two  years  old  ;  40  yearlings,  or  fturks.  Of  thefe  the  owner  can 
fell  only  20  cows  at  45s.  each  at  an  average  ;  can  make  butter  and  cheefe  for  his  family, 
but  none  for  fale,  for  their  beft  cow  will  not  yield  above  three  EngUfh  quarts  ofmilk, 
at  a  meal.  Such  a  farm  was  formerly  rented  for  1 61.  a  year,  at  prefent  is  raifed  to  50I. 
The  greateft  rent  in  the  ifland  is  80I.,  but  the  medium  from  30I.  to  401. 

InSkie  when  a  tackfman  has  a  greater  farm  than  he  can  manage,  he  often  fets  oflt- 
part  10  a  Bowman  or  Aireach,  who  takes  care  of  the  ftock  of  cattle  on  a  certain  tn&  ; 
■  and  binds  himfelf  to  give  to  the  tackfman  every  year  four  flone  of  cheefe,  and  two  of 
butter,  from  each  couple  of  milch  cows.  If  there  is  any  arable  ground,  he  is  provided 
with  horfes  and  a  plough  ;  and  feed  f ufficient  to  fow  it ;  and  receives  part  of  the  crop  } 
and  feme  additional  grafs  ground  for  two  or  three  milch  cows,  for  his  trouble. 

There  is  certainly  much  ill  management  in  the  diredion  of  the  farms  :  a  tackfman  of 
fifty  pounds  a  year  often  keeps  twenty  fervants  ;  the  lazicfl  of  creatures,  for  not  one 
will  do  the  leaft  thing  that  docs  not  belong  to  his  department.  Mod  of  them  are  mar- 
ried, as  in  Hay.  Iheir  common  food  is  Brochan,  a  thick  meal  pudding,  with  milk, 
butter  or  treacle;  or  a  thinner  fort,  called  Eafoch,  taken  with  their  bannocs.  This 
number  of  fervants  feemed  toanfwer  the  retainers  in  great  families  before  that  pemi- 
cious  cuftpm  was  abolifhed  by  Henry  VII. ;  in  feudal  times  they  were  kept  here  for  the 
fame  bad  end.    The  caufe  is  now  no  more,  but  the  habit  cannot  fuddenly  be  fhaken  off; 

vol..  m-  o  u  charity 
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charity  forbids  one  to  vifli  it,  till  ferae  employ  is  thought  offer  them ;  otherwife,  like  the 
poor  cottagers  before-mentioned,  ftarving  muft  be  their  portion. 

Cattle  is  at  prefent  the  only  trade  of  the  ifland  :  about  four  thoufand  are  annually 
fold,  from  forty  fhillings  to  three  pounds  a  head.  The  Ipfs  fuftained  in  Skie  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  laH:  winter,  and  the  general  failure  of  the  crops  the  preceding  feafon  amount- 
ed to  five  thoufand ;  perhaps  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  farms  being  over-ftocked. 

About  two  hundred  and  fifty  horfes  are  purchafed  from  hence  every  year. 

Here  are  no  Iheep  but  what  are  kept  for  home  confumption,  or  for  the  wool  for  the 
cloathing  of  the  inhabitants.  Hogs  are  not  introduced  here  yet,  for  want  of  proper  food 
for  thofe  animals. 

Goats  might  turn  to  good  advantage  if  introduced  into  the  wooded  parts  of  the  ifland. 
Thefe  animals  might  be  procured  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Lochnefs ;  for  being 
naturalized  to  the  climate,  would  fucceed  belter  than  any  imported  from  the  fouthem 
parts  of  Europe,  or  from  Barbary.  As  an  inducement,  I  muft  inform  the  natives  of 
the  Hebrides  that  in  the  Alpine  part  of  Wales  a  well  haired  goatfldn  fells  for  feven  and 
fix-pence  or  half-a-guinea. 

About  rhree  hundred  tons  of  kelp  are  made  here  annually,  but  it  is  thought  not  to 
anfwer,  as  it  robs  the  land  of  fo  much  manure. 

There  are  not  above  two  or  three  dated  houfes  in  the  iOand  ;  the  general  thatch  is 
fern,  root  and  (talk,  which  will  lalt  above  twenty  years. 

The  roots  of  the  orobus  tuberofus,  the  cor-meille  or  carme!  of  the  Highlanders,  are 
in  high  efteem  in  this  and  the  other  iflands  :  they  fomciimes  chew  them,  at  others  make 
a  fermented  liquor  M'ith  them.  They  imagine  that  they  promote  expefloration,  and  that 
they  are  very  efficacious  in  curing  any  diforders  of  the  bread  or  lungs  :  they  alfo  ufe  it 
as  a  remedy  againft  hunger,  chewing  it  as  fome  of  our  poorelL  people  do  tobacco  *,  to 
put  off  that  uneafy  fenfation. 

Ligufticum  Scoticum,  Scotch  parfley,  or  the  fliunis  of  this  ifland,  is  alfo  much  valued  ; 
in  medicine,  the  root  is  reckoned  a  good  carminative,  and  an  infuAon  of  the  leaves  is 
thought  a  good  purge  for  calves.  It  is  befides  ufed  as  a  food,  either  as  a  fallad,  raw,  or 
boiled  as  greens. 

Very  few  fuperftitions  exift  here  at  prefent :  pretenders  to  ft-cond-fight  are  quite  out 
of  repute,  except  among  the  moll  ignorant,  and  at  prefent  very  Ihy  of  making  boafts  of 
their  faculties. 

Poor  Browny,  or  Robin  Good-fellow,  is  alfo  put  to  flight.  This  ferviceable  fprite 
was  wont  to  dean  the  houfes,'helped  to  churn,  thrafhed  the  corn,  and  would  belabour 
all  who  pretended  to  make  a  jelt  of  him.  He  was  reprefented  as  ftout  and  blooming, 
had  fine  long  flowing  hair,  and  went  about  with  a  wand  in  his  hand.  He  was  the  very 
counterpart  of  Milton's  Lubbar-fiend,  uho 

TelU  how  the  drudginp  goblin  fvreil 
To  tarn  hiscream-buwl  duly  ftt ; 
Wlicn  in  one  night,  ere  glrinpre  of  morn, 
Hlo  (hadowy  flitc  \mh  lliralh'd  ihc  corn 
That  ten  day-lab'rtrs  could  nut  eiM  j 
Then  lays  hi  f  down  the  tuhbar  liend. 
And  ftrctch'd  along  the  chimnry'»  length, 
MiSu  St  the  tire  his  hairy  llrenglh. 

The  Gruagach  is  a  deify  in  form  reprefenting  ths  laft  ;  and  who  was  worfhipped  in 
c»ld  times  by  libations  of  miHt  j  and  milkmaids  ftitl  retain  the  cullom  by  pouring  fome 

•  Vide  Mr.  Spence'8  life  of  Mr.  Robert  Hill,  taylor,  p.  ica. 
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en  certun  ftones  that  bear  his  name.  Gruagach  fignities  the  fair-haired,  and  is  fuppofeJ 
by  Mr.  Macqueen*  to  have  been  an  emblem  of  Apollo,  orihe'Sun;  and  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  epithet  yfi.j-oxii/*of.  A  ftone  was  dug  up  near  Mqffelburgh,  dedicated 
ApoIUni  Granno  Grianach  the  Sunny,  an  ephithet  probably  borrowed  from  the  Cale- 
cJonians.  The  fame  deity  might  alfo  receive  the  title  of  Galaxius  from  the  libation  of 
milkftill  retained  in  thofe  parts. 

A  wild  fpecies  of  magic  waapraftifedin  the  diftrifl  ofTrottemefe,  that  was  attended 
with  a  horrible  folemnity.  A  family  who  pretended  to  oracular  knowledge  pradifed 
thefe  ceremonies.  In  this  country  is  a  vaft  cataraft,  whofe  waters  falling  trom  a  high 
rock,  jet  fo  far  as  to  form  a  dry  hollow  beneath,  between  them  and  the  precipice.  One 
of  thefe  impoftors  was  fowed  up  in  .  the  hide  of  an  ox,  and  to  add  terror  to  the  cere- 
mony, was  placed  in  this  concavity,  the  trembling  inquirer  was  brought  to  the  place, 
where  ihe  (hade  and  the  roaring  of  the  waters,  encreafed  the  dread  of  the  occafion. 
The  quedion  is  put,  and  the  perfon  in  the  hide  delivers  his  anfwer,  and"  fo  ends  this 
fpecies  of  divination  ftyled  Taghairm. 

But  all  thefe  idle  tales  are  totally  exploded,  and  good-fenfe  and  polifhed  manners  pre- 
vail, inftead  of  that  barbarity  which  in  '  598  induced  James  VI.  to  fend  here  a  new  colony 
to  civilize  the  natives  ;  who  were  fo  little  difpofed  to  receive  their  inOru^tors,  that  his 
Majefty  was  in  the  end  obliged  ta  defifl  from  his  defign  t-  At  prefent  the  ifland  fonjis 
part  of  the  (hire  of  Invemefs.  The  (heriff  of  that  county  appoints  a  fubftitute  who  refides 
here  and  takes  cognizance  of  fmall  difputes  about  property,  and  petty  crimes ;  but,  on 
account  of  the  diltance,  avoids  harrafTmg  the  inhabitants,  by  requiring  their  attendance 
on  the  Lords  of  Sefiions  and  Jufticiary  Courts  at  Invemefs,  the  jurymen  being  f^Iefted 
from  among  the  gentry  and  inhabitants  of  the  mainland. 

July  14.  After  a  moll  tempeftuous  night,  loofe  from  our  harbour  at  two  o'clock  at 
noon.  Go  through  a.narrow  channel  at  the  nonh  end,  a  rock  lying  in  the  middle. 
Having  to  the  weft  a  view  of  Fiftier's  rock  ;  and  to  the  north  a  ftrange  chain  of  rocky /" 
ides,  very  fmgularin  their  appearance  ;  and  varying  in  their  forms  in  the  procefe  of  our 
courfe.  The  higheft  is  called  Bordh-mor-mhic-leod,  or  Macleod's  great  tablet. 
Another  is  called  Flada.  On  the  firft  Mr.  Thompfon  took  in  our  abfence  the  little 
Petrel,  which  with  numbers  of  others  were  lurking  beneath  the  loofe  ftones,  and  be- 
trayed ihemfelves  by  loud  twittering,  Thefe  are  the  lead  of  palmipeds  ;  the  dread  of 
mariners,  who  draw  a  certain  prefage  of  a  ftorm  from  their  appearance ;  for  they  al- 
ways collect  in  numbers  at  the  approach  of  a  tempeft  beneath  the  ftem  ;  running  along 
the  waves  in  the  wake  of  the  Jhip,  with  a  fwiftnefs  incredible.  This  bird  is  the  Camilla 
of  the  ocean :  like  her, 

She  fwept  ihe  fcM,  and  ai  (he  Himni'd  along, 
Her  flying  feet  unbith'il  on  billows  hung. 

The  feamen  call  them  Mother  Cary*s  chickens:  fome  devotees  ftyled  them  Petrels, 
frdm  the  attempt  of  the  apoftle  St.  Peter  to  tread  the  water.  They  are  feen  in  all  parts 
of  the  ocean ;  and  were  not  overlooked  by  the  ancients,  who  named  them  Cypfellii 
and  take  notice  of  this  remarkable  particular. 


•  See  Mr.  Macqueen'i  curioni  account  in  llie  Appendlt  to  the  ihnd  »oIuroe. 
f   Jnolluni  Rcrum  Britan.    Hill.  Lib.  iiii.  p.  149. 

J  Two  Yitw*  of  thefe  wild  rock*  f  1 )  at  they  appeared  from   Dun-Tuilra;  the  other  (3)  atthtyxp. 
pcaied  from  the  caft,  are  engraved  at  toe  bottom  of  a  t>ew  in  Locb^um  givto  bj  Mr.  PcBaant. 

V  V  a  Mr* 
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Mr.  Thompfon  alfo  (hot  one  of  thofe  enormous  feals,  or  the  great  feal^fl.  quad. 
No.  ^66  ;  but  to  my  great  regret  it  funk  as  Toon  as  killed. 

Have  a  full  view  of  the  ifle  of  Lewis,  the  Lodhus  of  the  Norwegians  :  and  off  it  a 
groupe  of  Hule  illes  called  Siant,  or  Schant,  and  fomewhat  to  the  north  of  thofe  h  the 
fine  harbour,  and  town  of  Stoniaway.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  fleered  for  that 
port,  hut  was  difTuaded  from  it  by  the  accounts  I  had  from  the  gentlemen  of  Skie,  that 
a  putrid  fever  raged  there  with  great  violence. 

Direft  our  courfe  for  Loch-Broom,  in  the  county  of  Rofs.  An  eafy  breeze  carries 
us  off  the  cape  Ruth  an  ri,  in  the  maps  Row-rie.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  July  25,  — find  ourfelvcs  near  a  coniiderable  number  of  fma.ll  ifl,es,  with  a  molt 
dreary  appearance,  mifcalled  the  Summer  iflands.  Within  is  a  great  bay  fix  miles 
broad  and  eight  deep,  bounded  by  vaft  and  barren  mountains,  patched  with  fnow. 
The  wind  chops  about  and  blows  vay  frefh,  fo  that  after  many  teazlng  tacks,  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  drop  anchor  under  ifle  Martin,  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 
which  is  here  called  Locb-Kinnard.  To  the  fouth  is  a  hill,  which  we  landed  on,  and 
afcended,  and  fa*  on  the  other  fide  great  loch  Broom,  or  Braon,  narrow,  of  a  vaft 
depth,  and  running  many  miles  up  the  country.  At  its  head  receives  a  river  fre> 
quented  by  falmon  in  April. 

This  parifh  is  one  of  the  largeft  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland,  being  thirty-ftK  mites 
king  and  t«enty  broad.  It  has  in  it  feven  places  of  worihip,  three  calechifts  •,  and 
about  two  thoufand  examinable  perfonf  :  but  is  deftitute  of  a  parochial  fchool.  None 
of  the  people  except  the  gentry  underftand  EngUfh.  The  country  is  inhabited  by  the 
Mackenzies,  eyen  quite  fi^m  IGntail,  wbofe  chieftain  is  the  £art  of  Seaforth. 

It  is  a  land  of  mountains,  a  mixture  of  rock  and  heath,  with  a  few  flats  between 
diem  producing  bear  and  black  oats,  but  never  fuffident  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  in> 
faabitants. 

-Cattle  are  the  great  fupport  of  the  .country,  and  are  fold  to  graziers  who  come  for 
them  even  as  far  as  from  Craven  in  YotUhire,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  ihillings  to  three 
pounds  a  head.  A  great  deal  of  butter  and  cheefe  is  fold  to  the  bufies.  land  is  fet 
here  by  the  Davoch  'or  half  Davoch  j  the  laft  confifts  of  ninety-fix  Scotch  acres  of  arable 
land,  fuch  as  it  is,  with  a  competent  quantity  of  mountain  and  grazing  ground.  This 
maintains  fixty  cows  and  their  followers ;  and  is  rented  for  fifty-two  pounds  a  year. 
To  manage  this  the  farmer  keeps  eight  men  and  eight  women  fervanis ;  and  an  oyerieer, 
who  are  all  paid  partly  in  money  and  partly  in  kind.  The  common  fervants  have  thirty 
ftiillings 'per  annum,  houfe,  garden,  fix  bolls  of  meal  and  fiioes.  The  dairy  maids 
thirteen  Ihillings  and  four-pence  and  flioes  :  the  common  drudges  .fix  and  eight-pence 
and  {hoes. 

The  tender  cattle  are  houfed  during  winter.    The  common  manure  of  the  country  is 
dung,  or  fea-wrack. 
.    July  37.    Still  on  board.    The  weather  very  bad. 

July  28.  land  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  in  Rofe.(hire.  Prooire  horfes.  Obferve 
fome  houfes  built  for  the  veteran  foldiers  and  failors  ;  but  as  ufual  all  deferted.  Pro- 
ceed up  Strath  Kennard,  which  with  Coygach  that  bounds  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  is  a 
forfeited  eftate,  and  unatienably  annexed  to  the  crown.  The  commilfion?rs  give  all 
pofiible  encouragement  to  the.  tenants  ;  and  have  power  to  grant  longer  leafes  than  the 

•  A  cntecliitl !»  one  who  goes  from  houfe  to  houfe  to  inllrud  the  people  in  the  principle*  of  religion, 
aD<l  in  [he  carechifmir,  approved  by  the  general  aflembly  (  ud  pp[ioiiiUd  by  its  coomittee,  and  arc  fup- 
jjoricd  out  of  hit  Majtlly's  bounty. 

6  lairds 
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lairds  are  inclined  to  do,  which  keeps  the  people  under  the  government  contented, 
and  banifhes  from  their  minds  all  thoughts  of  migration. 

Kindnefs  and  hofpitality  poffefs  the  people  of  thefe  parts.  We  fcarce  palTed  a  farm 
hilt  the  good  woman,  long  before  our  approach,  fallied  out  and  Hood  on  the  road- 
iide,  holding  out  to  us  a  bowl  of  milk  or  whey. 

Afccnd  a  very  high  mountain,  and  pafs  through  a  birch-wood,  impending  over  a  pretty 
little  loch  i  various  other  woods  of  the  fame  kind  were  fcattered  over  the  bottoms,  but 
the  trees  were  fmall.  Roots  of  pines  filled  all  the  moors,  but  I  faw  none  of  ihoTe  trees 
ftanding,  Pafs  under  fome  great  precipices  of  limeftone,  mixed  with  marble ;  from 
hence  a  moft  tremendous  view  of  mountains  of  ftupendous  height,  and  geiierally  of 
conoid  forms.  I  never  faw  a  country  that  feemed  to  have  been  fo  torn  and  convulied  ; 
the  ffiock,  whenever  it  happened,  (hook  off  all  that  vegetates;  among  thefe  afpiring 
heaps  of  barrennefs,  the  fugar-loaf  hill  of  Suil-bhein  made  a  confpicuous  figure ;  at 
their  feet,  the  blacknefs  of  the  moors  by  no  means  aflifted  to  cheer  our  ideas.  Enter 
Aflynt,  in  Sutherland  :  ride  by  Loch-Camloch  ;  enjoy  fonie  diverfity  of  the  fcene,  for 
it  was  preltily  decorated  with  little  wooded  iflands.  Reach  Led-beg,  where  we  ob- 
tained quarters,  and  rough  hofpitality. 

This  country  is  environed  with  mountains,  and  all  the  {Irata  near  their  bafe,  and  in' 
the  bottoms,  are  compofed  of  white  marble,  fine  as  the  Parian  :  houfes  are  built  with. 
it,  and  walls  raifed  ;  burnt,  it  is  the  manure  of  the  country,  but  oftener  nature  dif- 
iblves,  and  prefents  it  ready  prepared  to  the  lazy  fermer. 

This  tra£l  feems  to  be  the  reOdence  of  Hotli,  the  people  almoit  torpid  with  idlenels, 
and  moft  wretched  i  their  hovels  moft  miferable,  made  of  poles  wattled  and  covered 
with  thin  fods.  There  is  not  com  raifed  fufficient  to  fupply  half  the  wants  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  climate  confpires  with  indolence  to  make  matters  worfe,  yet  there  is  much 
improveable  land  here  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  but  till  famine  pinches  they  will  not  beftir 
ihemfelves ;  they  are  content  with  little  at  prefent,  and  are  thoughtlefs  of  futurity  ; 
perhaps  on  the  motive  of  I'urkiH)  vaflals,  who  are  oppreffed  in  proportion  to  thfeir  im- 
provements. Dilpirited  and  driven  to  defpair  by  bad  management,  crowds  were  now 
paffing,  emaciated  with  hunger,  to  the  eaftem  coaft,  on  the  report  of  a  fliip  being  there 
Joaden  with  meal.  Numbers  of  the  miferables  of  this  country  were  now  migrating  ; 
they  wandered  in  a  ftate  of  defperation,  too  poor  to  pay,  they  madly  fell  themfelves 
for  their  pafTage,  preferring  a  temporary  bondage  in  a  Itrange  land,  to  ftarving  for  life 
in  their  native  foil. 

Every  country  has  had  its  prophets :  Greece  its  CLiifandra,  Rome  its  Sibyls,  England 
its  ^ixon,  Wales  its  Robin  Ddu,  and  the  Highlands  their  Keuncah  Oaur.  Kenneah 
long  fmce  predicted  the  migrations  in  thefe  terms  :  *'  Whenever  a  Macleane  with  long 
hanclF,  a  Frazer  with  a  black  fpot  on  his  face,  a  Macgregor  with  the  fame  on  his  knee, 
and  a  club-fcoted  Macleod  of  Rafa,  fhould  have  exifiedj  whenever  there  fliould  have 
been  fucceCIively  three  Macdonalds  of  the  name  of  John,  and  three  Mackinnons  of  the 
fame  Chriftian  name  ;  oppieflbrj:  would  appear  in  the  country,  and  the  people  cliange 
their  own  land  for  a  ftrange  one  "  The  prcdiflions,  fay  the  good  wives,  have  been- 
fulfilled,  and  not  a  fmgle  breach  in  the  oracular  efFufions  of  Kenneah  Oaur. 

la  a  country  where  ignorance  and  poverty  prevLiil,  it  is  l^fs  wonderful  that  a  tragical' 
affair  fliould  happen,  fimiiar  to  that  at  Tring,  near  our  poliflied  capital.  About  three 
years  ago  lived  in  this  neighbourhood,  a  woman  of  more  than  common  ftrength  of 
underdanding :  (lie  was  often  confulted  on  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  life,  and  ob- 
tained a  fort  of  refpefl:  which  excited  the  envy  of  another  female  in  the  fame  diftrift. 
The  lait  gave  4Rt 'that  her  neighbour  was  a  witch  j  that  ihe  herfelf  had  a  good  genius, 
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and  could  counteraQ  the  evils  dreaded  from  the  other :  at  length,  fhe  fo  worked  oa 
the  weak  minds  of  the  fimple  vulgar,  that  they  determined  on  deftroying  her  rival, 
and  effeded  their  purpofe  by  inlligaung  a  parcel  of  children  to  ftrangle  her.  The 
murder  was  inquired  into,  but  the  inciters  had  fo  artfuUy  concealed  themfelves,  that 
they  efcaped  their  reward,  and  no  punifhment  was  infli^ed,  except  what  was  fuited  to 
the  tender  years  of  the  deluded  children. 

Afl'ynt  parifh  contains  between  three  and  four  thoufand  fouls ;  and  fends  out  five 
hundred  head  of  cattle  annually ;  and  about  two  or  three  lalls  of  falmon  are  taken 
every  year  in  the  water  of  Innard,  on  the  coaft. 

I  faw  here  a  male  and  female  red-throated  diver  ;  which  convinces  me  of  my  miftake  ■ 
in  fuppofing  another  to  have  been  of  this  fpecies  •. 

July  28.  It  was  our  defign,  on  leaving  the  fhip,  to  have  penetrated  by  land  as  far  as 
the  extremity  of  the  illand ;  but  we  were  informed  that  the  way  was  impafTable  for 
horfes,  and  that  even  an  ifla;id  foot  meffenger  muft  avoid  part  of  the  hilts  by  eroding 
an  arm  of  the  fea.  Return  the  fame  road  throuf:;h  a  varfety  of  bog  and  hazardous 
rock,  that  nothing  but  our  fhoelefs  little  fleeds  could  have  carried  us  over.  At  length 
we  arrive  fafely  on  board  the  fhip, 

A  woTtH'roiiH  lokcn 
Of  heaven'a  kind  care,  with  necks  unbroken. 

Found  in  our  harbsur  fome  buffes,  juft  anchored,  in  expeflatjon  of  finding  the 
ihoats  of  herrings  ufually  here  at  this  feafon,  but  at  prefent  were  difappointed  :  a  few 
were  taken,  fufficient  to  convince  us  of  their  fuperiority  in  goodnefs  overthofe  of  the 
fouth;  they  were  rwt' larger,  but  as  they  had  not  wafted  themfelves  by  being  in  roc, 
their  backs,  and  the  part  next  to  the  tail,  were  double  the  thicknefs  of  the  others,  and 
the  meat  rich  beyond  expreflion. 

Mr.  Anderfon  f  gives  to  the  Scotch  a  knowledge  of  great  antiquity  in  the  herring 
fifliery  :  he  fays  that  the  Netherlanders  reforted  to  thefe  coalls  as  early  as  A.  D.  836, 
to  purchafe  failed  fifh  of  the  natives ;  but  impoling  on  the  ftrangers,  they  learned  the   . 
art,  and  took  up  the  trade,  in  after-times  of  fuch  immenfe  emolument  to  the  Dutch. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  obfervations  on  that  head,  extrafted  from  the  fame  author, 
are  extremely  worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  excite  rtfte£lions  on  the  vaft 
ftrength  refulting  from  the  wifdom  of  well  applied  induftry. 

In  1603,  remarks  that  great  man,  the  Dutch  fold  to  different  nations,  as  many  her- 
rings as  a'mounted  to   i,759,cool.  fterling. 

In  the  year  1615,  they  at  once  fent  out  coco  buffes,  and  employed  in  them  37,000 
fifhermen. 

In  the  year  i6r8  they  fent  out  3000  fliips,  with  50,000  men,  to  take  the  herringp, 
and  9000  more  (hips  to  tranfport  and  fell  the  fifh,  which  by  fea  and  land  employed 
150,000  men,  befides  thofefirft  mentioned.  All  this  wealth  was  gotten  on  our  coalls; 
■while  our  attention  was  taken  up  in  a  diftant  whale  hfhery. 

The  Scoltifti  monarchs  for  a  long  time  feemed  to  dircft  all  their  attention  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  falmon  filhery  ;  probably  becaufe  their  fubjefts  were  fuch  novices 
in  .fea  aiFaiis.  Ar  length  James  III.  endeavoured  to  (limulati;  his  great  men  to  thefe 
patriotic  undertakings ;  for  by  an  aft  of  his  third  parliament,  he  compelled  '*  certain 
lords  fpirtual  and  temporal,  and  burrows,  to  make  iliip,  bufhes,  and  boats  with  neis 
and  other  pertinents  for  fifliing.     That  the  fame  fliould  be  made  m  each  burgh  ;  in 

■  Br.  Zool.  ii.   No.  240.  f  C>A'  ComnercCj  i.  41. 
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number  accordiDg  to  the  fubftance  of  each  burgh,  and  the  lead  of  them  to  be  of  twenty 
tons :  and  that  all  idle  men  be  compelled  by  the  Iherifis  in  the  country  to  go  on  board 
the  fame." 

But  bis  fuccelfors,  by  a  very  falfe  policy,  rendered  this  wife  inllitution  of  little  efie£t  i 
for  they  in  a  manner  prevented  their  fubjefls  from  becoming  a  maritime  people,  by 
dire^ing  that  no  white  fifh  (hould  be  fent  out  of  the  realm,  but  that  Grangers  may 
come  and  buy  them  •  ;  that  free  ports  be  firft  fer%'ed  ;  the  cargoes  fold  to  freemen^ 
who  are  to  come  and  tranfport  the  fame  t<>  'i'he  Dutch  at  this  very  time  having  an 
open  trade. 

,  It  is  well  known  that  there  have  been  many  attempts  made  to  fecure  this  treafure 
to  ourfelves,  but  without  fuccels  -,  in  the  late  reign  a  very  ftrong  eSbrt  was  made^and 
bounties  allowed  for  the  encouragement  of  Britilh  adventurers  ;  the  firft  was  of  thirty 
fliillings  per  ton  for  every  bufs  of  feventy  tons  and  upwards.  This  bounty  was  after- 
wards raifed  to  fifty  fliillings  per  ton,  to  be  paid  to  fuch  adventurers  who  were  entitled.  ■ 
to  it  by  claiming  it  at  the  places  of  rendezvous.  The  buHes  are  from  twenty  to 
ninety  tons  burden,  but  the  beft  fize  is  eighty.  A  veffel  of  eighty  tons  ought  to  take- 
ten  lads,  or  a  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  herrings,  to  clear  expences,  the  price  of 
the  filh  to  be  admitted  to  be  a  guinea  a  barrel :  a  fhip  of  this  lize  ought  to  have, 
eighteen  men  and  three  boats  ;  one  of  twenty  tons  Ihould  have  fix  men;  and  every 
five  tons  above  require  an  additional  hand. 

To  every  ion  are  two  hundred  and  eighty  yards  of  nets  ;  fo  a  veffel  of  eighty  tons- 
carries  twenty  thoufand  fquare  yards ;  each  net  is  twelve  yards  long,  and  ten  deep^ 
and  every  boat  takes  out  from  twenty  to  thirty  nets,  and  puts  them  together  fo  as  to 
form  a  long  train  :.  they  are  funk  at  each  end  of  the  train  by  a  ftone,  which  weighs  if 
down  to  the  full  extent ;  the  top  is  fupported  by  buoys,  made  of  fheep's  fkin,  with  a 
hollow  ftick  at  the  mouth,  fattened  tight ;  through  this  the  fltin  is  blown  up,  and  then, 
ftopt  with  a  peg,  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  air.  Sometimes  thefe  buoys  are  placed 
at  the  top  of  the  nets  j  at  other  times  the  nets  ai'e  fuff^red  to  fink  deeper,  by  the 
lengthening  the  cords  faftened  to  them,  every  cord  being  for  that  purpofe  "ten  or 
twelve  fathoms  long.     But  the  bt;Ii:  fiftienes  are  generally  in  more  ihallow  water. 

The  nets  a-e  maOe  at  Greenock,  in  Knapdale,  Bute,  and  Arran  ;  but  the  b«ft  are 
pro-':ured  from  Ireland,  and,  I  think,  from  fome  part  of  Caernarvonftiire. 

The  fifliiiig  is  always  performed  in  the  night,  unlcfs  by  accident.  The  bulTes  re- 
main at  anchor,  and  fend  out  their  boats  a  little  before  fun-let,  which  continue  out,  ia 
vioter  and  lummer,  till  day  light ;  often  taking  up  and  emptying  their  nets,  which 
they  do  ten, or  twelve  times  in  a  night  in  cafe  of  good  fuccefs.  During  winter  it  is  a  , 
moil  dangerous  and  fatiguing  employ,  by  reafon  of  the  greatnefs  and  frequency  of  the 
gales  in  thefe  feas,  and  in  fuch  gales  are  the  moft  fuccefsful  captures;  but,  by  the 
providence  of  HeavL'n,  the  fifliers  are  feldom  loit,  and,  what  is  wonderful,  few  are 
vifited  with  illnefs.  They  go  out  well  prepared,  with  a  warm  great  coat,  boots,  and 
ikin  aprons,  and  a  good  provillon  of  beef  and  fpiriis,  '  The  fame  good  fortune  attenda- 
the  buffes,  who,  in  the  tempeftuous  feafon  and  in  the  darkeft  nights,  are  continually 
Ihifting  in  thele  narrow  Teas  from  harbour  to  harbour. 

Sometimes  eighty  barrels  of  heixings  are  taken  in  a  night  by  the  boats  of  a  fingle 
veffel..  It  once  happened  in  Loch-Slappan,  in  Skie,  that  a  bufs  of  eighty  tons  might 
have  taken  two  hundred  barrels  in  one  night,  with  ten>tlioufand  fquare  yards  of  net ;, 
but  the  matter  was  obliged  to  defift,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  imniber  of  hands  to  prei- 
&rV:e  the  capture.  • 

•  Jamei  V.  Parliam.  VII..  f  Ja^e*  IV.  wd  I»me«  VI. 

The- 
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The  hetriags  are  preferred  by  falting,  after  the  «itrails  are'takea  out ;  tm  operarioa 
performed  by  the  country  people,  who  get  three-pence  per  barrel  for  their  trouble, 
and  fometimes,  even  in  the  winter,  can  get  fifteen  pence  a  day.  This  employs  both, 
women  and  children,  but  the  faltmg  is  only  entruiled  to  the  cr^vr  of  the  bufles.  The 
fifli  are  laid  on  their  backs  in  the  barrels,  and  layers  of  fait  between  them.  The  en- 
trails are  not  loft,  for  they  are  boiled  into  an  oil :  eigh'  thoufand  filh  will  yield  ten 
gallons,  valued  atone  bulling  the  gallon. 

A  veflel  of  eighty  tons  takes  out  a  hundred  and  forty-four  barrels  of  fait :  a  draw- 
back of  two  fluiiings  and  eight-pence  is  allowed  for  each  barrel  ufed  for  the  foreign  or 
Irifti  exportation  ofthe  fifti ;  but  there  is  a  duty  of  one  fliitling  per  barrel  for  the  home, 
confumption,  and  the  fame  for  thofe  fent  to  Ireland. 

The  barrels  are  made  of  oak-ftaves  chiefly  from  Virginia  ;  the  hoops  from  feveral 
parts  of  our  own  ifland,  and  are  made  either  of  oak,  birch,  hazel,  or  willow  j  the  laft 
from  Holland,  Uable  to  a  duty. 

The  barrels  coft  abo\it  three  ftiillings  each  ;  they  hold  from  five  to  eight  hundred 
fifh,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  fifli,  are  made  to  contain  thirty-two  gallons.  The 
barrels  are  infpe€ted  by  proper  officers  ;  a  cooper  examines  if  they  are  ftatuteable  and 
good,  if  faulty,  he  deftroys  them,  and  obliges  the  maker  to  ftand  to  the  lofs. 

■  The  herrings  in  general  are  exported  to  the  \Veft  Indies,  to  feed  the  negroes,  or  to 
Ireland,  for  the  Irifti  are  not  allowed  to  filh  in  ihefe  Teas  By  having  a  drawback  of 
five-pence  a  barrel,  and  by  re-packing  the  filh  in  new  barrels  of  twenty-eight  gallons, 
they, are  enabled  to  export  them  to  our  colonies  at  acheaper  rate  than  the  Scots  can  do. 

The  trade  declines  a-pace ;  the  bounty,  which  was  well  paid  at  firft,  kept  up  the 
Jpirit  of  the  fiftiery,  but  for  the  taft  lix  years  the  detention  of  the  arrears  has  been  very 
injurious  to  feveral  adventures,  who  have  fold  out  at  thirty  percent  lofs,  befides  that 
of  their  intereft. 

The  migrations  of  the  herrings"  has  been  very  fully  treated  of  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  Britilh  Zoology  :  it  is  fuperfluous  to  load  this  work  with  a  repetition,  I  (hall  there- 
fore only  mention  the  obfervadons  that  occur  to  me.  in  this  voyage,  as  pertinent  to 
the  prefent  place. 

Locii-Broom  has  been  celebrated  for  three  or  four  centuries  as  the  refort  of  herrings. 
They  generally  appear  here  in  July  ;  thofe  that  turn  into  this  bay  are  pan  of  the  brigade 
that  detaches  itfelf  from  the  weftem  column  of  that  great  army  that  annually  deferts 
the  vaft  depths  of  the  ardic  circle,  and  come,  heaven -direded,  to  the  feats  of  popula- 
tion, offerwl  as  a  cheap  food  to  millions,  whom  wafteful  luxury,  or  iron-hearted  avarice 
hath  deprived,  by  enhancing  the  price  of  the  wonted  fupports  of  the  poor. 

The  migration  of  thefe  fifh  from  their  northern  retreat  is  regular';  their  vlltts  to 
the  wertern  ifles  and  coafts,  certain  ;  but  their  attachment  to  otip  particular  loch,  ex-, 
treraely  precarious.  All  have  their  turns  :.  that  which  fwarmed  with  fifti  one  year, 
is  totally  deferted  the  following,  yet  the  next  loch  to  it  is  crowded  with  the  (hoais. 
Thefe  changes  of  place  give  often  full  employ  to  the  buflt's,  who  are  continually 
fhifting  their  harbour  in  queft  of  news  refpefling  thefe  important  wanderers. 

Tiiey  commonly  appear  here  in  July,  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  they  gointo  deep 
water,  and  continue  there  for  iome  time,  without  any  apparent  caufe  ;  in  November 
they  return  to  the  (hallows,  when  a  new  filhery  commences,  wliich  continues  I'll 
January,  at,  that  time  ,ihe  hei  rings  become  full  of  roe,  and  are  uftlefs  as  articles  of 
commerce.  Some  doubt  whether  thefe  herrings  that  appear  in  November  are  not 
part  of  a  new  migration  j  for  they  are  as  fat,  and  make  the  fame  appearance  as  thofe 
that  compofed  the  firft.      . 
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The  figns  of  the  arrival  of  the  herrings  are  flocks  of  gulls,  who  catch  up  the  fifli 
while  they  ikim  on  the  furface ;  and  of  gannets,  who  plunge  and  bring  them  up  from 
confiderable  depths.     Both  ihefe  birds  are  clofely  attended  to  by  the  fiihers. 

Cod-fi(h,  haddocks,  and  dog-fifh  follow  the  herrings  m  i»aft  multitudes:  thefe  vora- 
cious  fifii  keep  on  the  outfidesof  the  columns,  and  may  be  a  concurrent  reafon  ofdriv- 
ing  the  flioals  into  bays  and  creeks.  In  fummer  they  come  into  the  bays  generally  with 
the  warmed  weather,  and  with  e^fy  gales.  During  winter  the  hard  gales  from  north- 
weft  are  fuppofed  to  alBft  in  forcing  them  into  ihetter.  Eaft  winds  are  very  unfavour- 
able to  the  filhery. 

In  a  fine  day,  when  the  Blh  appear  near  the  furface,  they  exhibit  an  amazing  brilliancy 
of  colours:  all  the  various  corufcations  that  dart  from  the  diamond,  fapphire,and  eme- 
rald, enrich  their  tra£t ;  but  during  night,  if  they  break,  i.  e.  play  on  the  fur^ce,  the 
fea  appears  on  fire,  luminous  as  the  brighteft  phofphorus. 

During  a  gale,  that  part  of  the  ocean  which  is  occupied  by  the  great  ftioals,  nppear  as 
if  covered  with  the  oil  that  is  emitted  from  them. 

They  feem  to  be  greatly  aiTefled  by  lightning  :  during  that  phenomenon  they  fink 
towards  the  bottom,  and  move  regularly  in  parallel  flioals  one  above  the  other. 

The  enemies  that  aflail  thefe  fifli  in  the  winter  feafon  are  varied,  not  diminifhed  :  of 
<he  birds,  the  gannets  difappear ;  the  gulls  ftiU  coniinue  their  perfecutions ;  whales, 
pollacks  •,  and  porpefles  are  added  to  their  number  of  foes  :  thefe  fuUow  in  droves  j  the 
whales  delibei'ately,  opening  their  vaft  mouths,  taking  them  by  hundreds.  Thefe  mon.- 
flers  keep  on  the  outfide,  for  the  body  of  the  phalanx  of  herrings  is  fo  thick  as  to  be 
impenetrable  by  thefe  unwieldy  animals. 

The  herring-fifhers  never  obferve  the  remains  of  any  kind  of  food  in  the  ftomachs  of 
that  filh,  as  long  as  they  are  in  good  condition :  as  foon  as  they  become  foul  or  poor, 
they  wiU  greedily  rife  to  the  fly,  and  be  taken  like  the  whiting-pollack. 

They  do  not  depofit  thtir  fpawn  in  fand,  or  mud,  or  weeds,  like  other  fifli,  but  leave 
it  in  the  water,  fufpended  in  a  gelatinous  matter,  of  fuch  a  gravity  as  prevents  it  from 
floating  to  the  fur^ce,  or  finking  to  the  bottom.  The  filhermen  difcover  this  by  finding 
the  flimy  matter  adhering  to  the  hay  ropes  fometimes  in  ufe  to  hold  the  ftone  that  finks 
the  nets,  the  middle  part  being  Aimed  over,  the  top  and  bottom  clear. 

Before  I  leave  this  bay  it  mufl:  be  obferved,  that  there  are  here,  as  in  moft  of  the 
Jochs,  a  few,  a  very  few  of  the  natives  '.vho  poflefs  a  boat  and  nets,  and  fi(h  in  order  to 
fell  the  capture  frefli  to  the  bufles  :  the  utmoU  thefe  poor  people  can  attain  to  are  the 
boat  and  nets ;  they  are  too  indigent  to  become  mafters  of  barrels,  or  of  fait,  to  the 
great  lofs  of  the  public  as  well  as  theirfelvcs.  Were  magazines  of  fait  eftabliflied  in 
thefe  diftant  parts ;  was  encouragement  given  to  thefe  diftant  Britons,  fo  that  they  might 
be  enabled  by  degrees  to  fumilh  thcmfclvcs  with  the  requifites  for  fifhing,  they  would 
foon  form  themfelves  into  feamen,  by  the  courfe  of  life  they  niuft  apply  themfelves  to ;  the 
bulTes  would  be  certain  of  finding  a  ready  market  of  fifti  ready  cured  ;  the  natives  taught 
induftry,  which  would  be  quickened  by  the  profits  made  by  the  commodity,  which  they 
might  afford  cheaper,  as  taken  at  their  very  doors,  without  the  wear  and  tear  of'diftant 
voyages,  as  in  the  prefeiit  cafe.  Half  of  the  hands  cinployed  now  in  fifliing  and  curing  . 
generally  come  out  as  raw  feamen  as  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts :  they  do  not  return 
with  much  greater  experience  id  the  working  of  a  ihip,  being  employed  entirely  in  the 
boats,  Or  in  falting  of  the  herrings,  and  feem  on  board  as  aukward  as  marines  in  com- 
parifon  of  able  feamen.    A  bounty  on  thefe  home  captures  would  fUmulate  the  people 

^*  A  fmall  wttsU,  whufc  fpccies  I  cannot  determine. 
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to  indaftry;  would  drive  from  their  minds  the  thoughts  of  migrations;  and  would 
never  leiTen  the  number  of  feamen,  as  it  would  be  an  incitement  for  more  adventurers 
to  fit  out  vefleis,  becaufe  they  would  have  a  double  chance  of  freight,  from  their  -own 
capture,  and  from  thofe  of  the  refidents,  who  might  form  a  flock  from  (hoals  of  fifh, 
which  often  efcape  while  the  former  are  wind-bound,  or  wandering  from  loch  to  loch. 

July  29.  Weigh  anchor,  and  fail  with  a  favourable  breeze  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  bay,  with  a  defign  of  returning  fouth ;  but  towards  evening  the  wind  changes,  cold 
weather  and  hard  adverfe  gales  fucceed,  which  oblige  us  to  tack  and  anchor  in  the 
mouth  of  Little  Loch-Broom,  aa  arm  of  the  fea,  about  feven  miles  long,  and  not  haifa 
mile  broad,  bounded  by  high  mountains,,cove?ed  in  many  parts  with  birch  woods.  The 
hill  Talloch-Eflie  may  vie  with  the  higheft  I  have  feen. 

For  two  hours  amufe  otirfelves  with  taking  with  hand  lines  abundance  of  cod,  fame 
dog-fi(h,  and  a  curious  ray. 

The  night  was  moft  tempefluous:  our  lituatioii  was  difagreeable,  as  Mr.  Thomp- 
fon  thought  our  veffel  would  drive,  and  that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  cut  his  cables  and 
put  to  fea;  which,  under  the  clrcumftances  of  a  black  night,  a  furious  ftorm,  and  rocky- 
narrows,  did  not  contribute  to  the  repofe  of  frefh- water  feamen. 

July  30.  The  wind  grows  moderate :  in  weighing  anchor  difcover  on  the  cable 
feveral  very  uncommon  aiteria;.  No  fooner  was  our  anchor  on  board,  but  a  furious 
fquall  arifes,  and  blows  in  blafts  like  a  hurricane,  driving  us  before  it  at  a  va(t  rate,  till 
we  arrived  within  a  mile  of  the  bottom  of  the  loch.  Drop  anchor,  but  without  effect ; 
are  obliged  to  weigh  again,  while  the  furious  gale  engages  an  attention  to  the  fails,  and 
flings  lis  into  a  double  perplexity  in  this  narrow  ftrait,  where  for  an  hour  our  tacks 
were  almoU  perpetual,  and  the  veflel  frequently  in  no  fmall  danger.  'I  he  blafts  from 
the  mountains  were  tremendous,  not  only  raifmga  vaft  fea,  but  catching  up  the  waves' 
.  in  eddies,  and  raifing  them  up  in  the  air  to  a  furprifing  height.  At  length  we  were 
relieved  from  our  diftrefs  by  a  fuccefsful  anchorage,  urtder  a  high  and  finely  wooded 
hill,  in  eight  fathom  water,  but  within  a  fmall  diflance  of  eighty. 

Procure  horfes,  by  favour  of  Kenneth  Mac-kenzie,Efq.  oi  Dundonnel.  Ride  about 
amileon  the  fide  of  the  hill,  above  the  loch  ;  arrive  in  a  fmall  but  fertile  plain,  winding 
among  the  vaft  mountains,  and  adorned  with  a  pretty  river  and  woods  of  alder.  Here- 
we  were  rejoiced  with  the  fight  of  enclofures  long  ftrangers  to  us  :  the  hay  was  good, 
the  bear  and  oats  excellent ;  but  the  manner  of  manuring,  called  in  thefe  parts  tathing, 
was  very  fingular  :  many  of  the  fields  were  covered  with  the  boughs  of  alders,  lately 
cut :  thefe  are  left  during  the  whole  winter  to  rot  j  in  March  the  ground  is  cleared  of 
the  undecaycd  parts,  and  then  ploughed.     Fern  is  alfo  ufed  for  the  fame  end.     Reach 

Dundonnel.  Determined  to  go  by  land  to  vifit  Loch-maree,  a  great  lake  to  the  fouth; 
arfd  direil  Mr.  Thompfon  to  fail  and  wait  for  us  at  Gair-Ioch. 

We  found  ourfelves  feated  in  a  fpot  equalized  by  few  in  pidurefque  and  magnificent" 
fcenery.  The  banks  of  the  river  that"  rulhes  by  the  houfe  are  fringed  with  trees,  and 
the  courfe  often  interrupted  by  cafcades.  At  a  fmall  diftance  the  ground  begins  to  rife: 
as  we  mount,  the  eyes  are  entertained  with  new  objeds  ;  the  river  rolling  beneath  the 
dark  fhade  of  alders,  an  extent  of  plain  compofed  of  fields  bounded  by  groves  ;  and  as 
the  walk  advances,  appears  a  deep  and  tremendous  hollow,  fliagged  with  trees,  and 
winding  far  amidfl  the  hills.  We  are  alarmed  with  the  roar  of  invifible  cataracts,  long 
before  their  place  is  difcovered ;  and  find  them  precipitating  themfelves  down  narrow 
chafms  of  ftupendous  depth,  fo  narrow  at  top,  that  highlanders  in  the  eagemefs  of  the 
chace  will  fearJefsly  fpring  over  thefe-  barathra.  They  meander  for  miles  amidfl:  the  - 
jnouutains,  and  are  the  age-worn  work  of  water,  branch  oS  into  every  glen,  hid  with  trees 
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of  various  fpecies.  Torrents  roll  over  their  bottoms  often  darting  down  precipices  of  a 
thoufand  forms,  lofing  themfelves  beneath  the  undermined  rocks,  and  appearing  sg^^.m 
white  with  the  violence  of  the  fall.  By  laying  afide  the  boughs,  and  creeping  to  the 
verge,  got  fight  of  thefe  otherwife  latent  catarada  ;  but  the  profpcft  fufficienily  tired 
my  head,  Befides  thefe  darkfome  waters,  multitudes  of  others  precipitate  theinfclves 
in  full  view  down  the  ftcep  fides  of  the  adjacent  hills,  and  create  for  feveral  hundreds 
of  feet  a  feries  of  moft  magnificent  falls.  , 

Above  rifes  a  magnificent  hill,  which  as  far  as  the  fight  can  reach  is  cloathed  with 
birch  and  pines,  the  ftielter  of  (lags,  rocs,  and  black  game. 

To  the  weft  is  a  view  where  the  awful,  or  rather  the  honnble,  predominates.  A 
chain  of  rocky  mountains,  fome  conoid,  hut  united  by  links  of  a  heighl  equal  to  moil 
in  North  Britain,  with  fides  dark,  deep,  and  precipitous,  with  fummits  broken',  fliarp, 
fermted,  and  fpiring  into  all  terrific  forms ;  with  fnowy  glacieres  lodged  in  the  deep 
fliaded  apertures.  Thefe  crags  are  called  Squr-fein,  or  hills  of  udne:  they  rather  merit 
the  title  of  Squr-fhain,  or  rocks  of  wind  ;  for  here  ^olus  may  be  faidto  make  htsrefi- 
dence,  and  ever  employed  in  fabricating  blails,  fqualls,  and  hurricanes,  which  he  fcat- 
ters  with  no  fparing  hand  over  the  fubjacent  \'ales  and  lochs. 

July  3 1 .  Moft  agreeably  detained  with  the  good  family  of  Dundonnel  by  a  violent 
fall  of  rain,  which  rendered  the  walers  inipaiiable.  Obferve  after  jjinner  that  cloud' 
berries  •,  that  grow  on  the  adjacent  mountains,  wereferved  as  a  defert. 

Auguili.  After  taking  a  dcoch-an-doruis,  or  a  door-cup,  proceed  fouth,  afcend  a 
ftecp  hill  far  above  a  bank  wooded  with  various  trees,  among  others  the  wych-elm 
grew  native.  To  the  weft  were  the  vaft  mountains,  naked,  rugged  and  dreary,  their 
bafes  doping,  furrowed  with  long  clefts,  emptying  their  precipitated  waters  into  the 
river  beneath.  Defcend  into  a  vale  with  birch-trees  thinly  fcattered  over  it ;  and  the 
extremity  croffed  by  a  high  rock  wooded  and  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  vaft  and  foam- 
.ing  cataraft,  the  waters  of  Loch-nan-niun,  or  the  lake  of  birds.  On  the  weft  fide  is  an  ■ 
amazing  mountain  fteeply  Hoping,  compofed  of  a  whitifh  marble,  lb  extenfive,  fmooth, 
eloITy  and  even,  as  to  appear  like  an  enormous  fheet  of  ice ;  and  is,  I  doubt  not^  as 
flippery.  Our  guide  called  the  hill  Lecach.  The  oppofite  fide  of  the  vale  was  preci- 
pitous ;  varied  with  trees  and  cafcades,  that  fell  among  the  branches.  The  whole  of 
this  fcene  was  truly  alpine. 

Afcend  again.  Arrive  amidft  ftrata  of  red  and  white  marble,  the  way, horrible, 
broken,  fteep,  and  flippery  ;  but  our  cautious  fteeds  trietl  every  ftep  before  they  would' 
venture  to  proceed.  Black  nioraffy  heaths  fucceed,  named  Giian-dochartai.  Dine  on 
the  fide  of  a  rill  at  the  bottom,  on  plentiful  fare  provided  by  our  kind  hoft,  whofe  fon, 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  another  gentleman  of  the  name,  kindly  undertook  the  charge  of 
us  to  the  next  ftage.  Jlide  through'a  narrow  ftrath  ^lled  Kin-loch-ewe,  where  we  firft 
law  the  figns  of  houfes  and  a  little  cultivation  fmce  morning.  This  terminates  in  a 
meadowy  plain,  clofed  at  the  end  with  Loch-maree  :  thj-  iiiglit  proved  wet  and  tcm- 
peftuous;,  we  therefore  determined  to  defer  the  voyage  till  the  next  day,  and  to  take 
Ihelter  in  a  whi(key  houfe,  the  inn  of  the  plac;.  Mr.  Mackenzie  complimented  Mr» 
Lightfont  and  me  wlih  the  b^dltead,  well  covered  with  a  warm  litter  of  heath:  we  lay  in 
our  cloaths,  wrapped  ourfelves  in  plaids,  and  enjoytd  a  good  repofe.  V/e  Hept  like  the  . 
Liifilanians  of  old  \^/uper  ihsros  herbacest.  Our  friends  did  not  lofe  their  fleep  ;  but 
,  great  was  Qur  furprife  to  fee  them,  form  their  bed  of  wtt  hay,  or  rather  grafs  collefied 
from  the  fields ;  they  flung  a  plaid  over  it,  iindreffed,  and  lay  moft  comfortably,  without 

•  Rubut Chamxmorui.  '  f  Strubo,  lib.  iii.  *i%- 
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injury,  io  what  in  a  little  time  muft  havd  become  an  errant  hot-bed  ;  fo  bleft  with  hardy 
conftilurions  are  even  the  gentlemen  of  this  country  ! 

Augufl:  2,  At  feven  in  the  morning  take  a  fix-oared  boat,  at  the  eaft  end  of  Loch- 
maree :  keep  on  the  north  fliore  beneath  (leep  rocks,  moftly  filled  with  pines  waving 
over  our  heads,  Obferve  on  the  (hore  a  young  man  of  good  appearance,  hailing  the 
boat  in  the  £rfe  language.  I  demanded  what  he  wanted  ;  was  informed  a  place  in  tt^ 
boat.  As  it  was  entirely  filled,  I  was  obliged  to  rcfufe  his  requeft.  He  follows  us  for 
two  miles  through  every  difficulty,  and  by  his  voice  and  geftures  threatened  revenue. 
At  length  a  fower  thought  fit  to  acquaint  us  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  boat,  and 
ontywanied  admifiion  iniieu  of  one  of  them.  The  boat  was  ordered  to  fliore,  and  the 
mafter  taken  in  with  proper  apologies  and  attempts  to  footh  him  for  his  hard  treatment. 
Inftead  of  infulting  us  with  abufe,  as  a  Charon  of  South  Britain  would  have  done,  he 
inllantly  compofed  himfelf,  and  told  us  through  an  interpreter,  that  he  felt  great  pride 
in  finding  that  his  conduit  had  gained  any  degree  of  approbation. 

Continue  our  courfe.  '  The  lake,  which  at  the  beginning  was  only  half  a  mile  broad^ 
now,  nearly  half  its  length,  widens  into  a  great  bay,  bending  towards  the  fouth,  about 
four  mijes  m  breadth,  filled  with  little  ifles,  too  much  cluftered  and  indiftin£t. 

Land  bn  that  called  Inch-maree,  the  favoured  ille  of  the  faint,  the  patron  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Applecrofs  to  Loch-broom.  The  fliores  are  neat  and  graveily ;  the  whole 
furface  covered  thickly  with  a  beautifut  grove  of  oak,  aib,  willow,  wicken,  birch,  fir, 
bazet,  and  enormous  hollies.  In  the  midft  is  a  circular  dike  of^ilones,  with  a. regular 
narrow  entrance  ;  the  inner  part  has  been  ufed  for  ages  as  a  burial-place,  and  is  fttit  ia 
ufe.  I  fufpeftthe  dike  to  have  been  originally  druidical,  and  that  ihe  ancient  fuperft)- 
tion  of  Paganifm  had  been  taken  up  by  the  faint,  as  the  readiefl;  mettwd  of  making  a 
conqueft  over  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants.  A  (tump  of  a  tree  is  fltewn  as  the  altar, 
probably  the  memorial  of  oneof  ftone  ;  but  the  curiofity  of  the  place  is  the  well  of  the 
faint,  of  power  unfpeakable  in  cafes  of  lunacy.  The  patient  is  brought  into  the  facred 
iiland,  is  made  to  kneel  before  the  altar,  where  his  attendants  leave  an  offering  in  money : 
he  is  then  brought  to  the  wellv  and  fips  fome  of  the  holy  water :  a  fecond  oSering  is 
made ;  that  done,  he  is  thrice  dipped  in  the  lake  i  and  the  faaie  operation  is  repeated 
every,  day  for  fame  weeks ;  and  it  often  happens,  by  naturaJ  caufes,  the  patient  receives 
fome  relief,  of  which  the  faint  receives  the  credit.  -  1  muft  add,  that  the  vifitants  draw 
from  the  itate  of  the  well  an  omen  of  the  difpofuion  of  St.  Maree  :  if  his  well  is  full» 
they  fuppofe  he  will  be  propitious  ;  if  not,  th^  proceed  in  their  operations  with  fears 
and  doubts  ;  but  let  the  event  be  what  it  wiil^  he  is  held  in  high  efteem :  the  coinmtMi 
oath  of  the  country  is  by  his  name  ;  if  a  traveller  pafles  by  any  of  his  refting-places,  they 
never  BegleA  to  leave  an  ofiering  ;  but  the  faint  is  fo  moderate  as  not  to  put  him  to  my 
expence ;  a  ftone,  a  ftick,  a  bit  of  rag  contents  him. 

This  is  the  moft  beautiful,  of  the  iOes ;  the  others  have  bn^r  a  few  ti^ees  fprinkled  over 
their  fwface. 

About  a  mite  farther  the  take  again  contrafls.  Pafs  b>eneath  a  high  rock,  formed  ef 
ftiort  precipices,  with  ftielves  between,  filled  with  multitudes  of  felf-fown  pines,  making 
a  nioli  beautiful  appearance. 

I'he  fouth  fide  of  the  water  is  bounded  with  mountains  adorned  with  birch  woods, 
mixed  with  a  few  pines:  a  military  road  runs  abng  its  length.  The  mountains  are 
not  very  high,  but  opeii  in  many  parts  to  give  a  view  of  others,  whofe  naked  and 
broken  tops  Ihooting  Into  Iharp  ci^gs,  ilrangely  diverfify  the  fcene,  and  forma  noble 
tenninationi 
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Towards  the  bottom  of  the  lake  is  a  headland,  finely  wooded  to  thevery  fummit. 
Here  the  water  fuddenly  narrows  to  the  breadth  of  a  hundred  yards,  and  continues  fo 
for  near  a  milej  the  banks  cloathed  wi^h  trees,  and  often  bending  into  little  femilunar 
bays  to  the  very  extremity  ;  from  whence  its  waters,  after  the  courfe  of  a  mile,  a  con- 
tinual rapidCf  difcharge  into  a  deep  and  darkfome  hole  called  Pool-Ewe,  which  opens 
into  the  large  bay  of  Loch-Ewe. 

The  lake  we  had  left  is  eighteen  miles  long:  the  waters  are  faid  to  beJpedficalljr 
Hghter  than  moft  others,  and  very  rarely  frozen  :  the  depth  is  various,  in  fonie  places 
fixty  fathoms ;  but  the  bottom  is  very  uneven  :  if  ten  feet  of  water  were  drained  away, 
the  whole  would  appear  a  chain  of  Ihtle  lakes. 

The  fi&  are  falmon,  char,  and  trout ;  of  the  tafl  is  a  fpecies  weighing  thirty  pounds. 

Land  ;  are  received  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Dounie,  minifter  of  Gairloch,  whom  we  attend 
to  church,  and  hear  a  very  edifying  plain  comment  on  a  ponion  of  fcripture.  He  takes 
us  home  with  him,  and  by  his  hofpitaiity  raakes  us  experience  the  difference  between 
the  lodgings  of  the  two  nights. 

Auguft  3.  Take  a  view  of  the  environs  :  vifit  the  mouth  of  the  rfver,  where  the 
iatmoQ-fifiiery  fupphes  the  tenant  with  three  or  four  laHs  of  filh  annually.  On  the 
bank  are  the  remains  of  a  very  ancient  iron  furnace.  Mr.  Dounie  has  feen  the  back 
of  a  grate,  marked  S.  G  Hay,  or  Sir  George  Hay,  who  was  head  of  a  company  here 
in  the  time  of  the  Queen  Regent,  and  is  fuppofed  ta  have  chofen  this  remote  place  for 
the  lake  Of  quxt  in  thofe  turbulent  times. 

Potatoes  are  vaifed  here  on  the  very  peat-moors,  without  any  other  drains  than  the 
trenches  between  the  beds.     The  potatoes  are  kiln-dried  for  prefervation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  town  will  form  itfelf  here,  as  it  is  the  Tlatton  of  a  government 
packet,  that  fails  regularly  from  hence  to  Stornaway,  in  Lewis,  a-  place  now  growing 
confiderable,  by  the  encouragement  of  L<!«-d  Seaforth^  the  proprietor.  This  is  a  fpot 
ofmuch  concourfe;  for  here  terminates  the  military  road,  which  crofles  from  the  eaffc 
to  the  weft  fea,  commencing  at  Invemefs,  and  pafling  by  Fair-bum  and  Strath-braan  to 
this  place.  Yet  I  believe  the  beft  inn  on  the  laft  thh-ty  miles  is  that  of  Mr.  Roderick 
Mac-donald,  our  landlord  the  laft  night  but  one. 

Ride  above  fix  miles  fouth,  and  reach  Gair-loch,  confining  of  a  few  fcattered  houfes, 
on  a  fine  bay  of  the  fame  name.  Breakfaft  at  Flowerdale,  a  good  houfe,  beautifully 
feated  beneaih  hills  finely  wooded.  This  is  the  feat  of  Sir  He^or  Mackenzie,  whofe 
-ancellor  received  a  writ  of  fire  and-  fword  againft  the  ancient  rebellious  owners :  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  this  commiflion,  and  received  iheir  lands  for  his  pains. 

The  parifli  of  Gair-loch  is  very  exteniive,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  evidently 

increafe,  owing  tfttlfe  fimpte  method  of  life,  and  the  conreniency  they  have  of  drawing 

afupport  from  the  fifhery.     Ha  young  man  is  polVelTed  of  a  herring-net,  a  hand-line, 

and  three  or  four  cows,  he  immediately  thinks  himfelf  able  to  fuppurt  a  taaiily,  and  niar- 

,  ries.     The  prefent  number  of  fouls  are  about  two  thoufand  eight  hundred. 

Herrings  offer  themfelves  in  Oioals  from  June  to  January  :  cod>fifii  abound  on  the 
great  fami-bank,  one  corner  of  wTtich  reaches  to  this  bay,  and  is  fuppoftrd  to  extend  as 
bx  as  Cape-Wrath,  and  fouth  as  low  as  Rona,  off  bkiej  with  various  branches,  all 
fwarming  with  cod  and  ling.  'Ihe  fifliery  is  carried  on  with  lop-lines,  begins  in  Fe- 
bruary, and  tnds  in  April.  I'he  annual  capture  is  uncertain,  from  five  to  twenty- 
Jeven  thoufand.  The  natives  labour  under  fume  opprellions,  which  might  be  eafily  ro- 
moved  to  the  great  advancement  of  this  commerce.  At  prefent  the  filh  ar-e  fold  to 
lome  merchants  from  Campbeltown,  who  contra^  for  them  with  the  laird,  at  two. 
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pence-liatfpenny  a  piece,  after  being  cured  and  dried  in  the  fun.  Tbe  merchants  take 
only  thore  that  meafure  eighteen  inches  from  the  pills  to  the  fettJng  on  of-  tbe  tail,  and 
oblige  the  people  to  let  them  have  two  for  one  of  all  that  are  beneath  that  length.  ■  The 
iifh  are  fent  to  Bilboa :  ling  has  alfo  been  carried  there,  but  was  rejefted  by  the  Spa- 
niards. This  trade  is  far  from  being  puftied  to  its  full  extent ;  is  monopolized,  and 
the  poor  fiftiers  cruelly  forced  to  fell  their  filh  for  three-halfpence  a  piece  to  thofe  who 
fell  it  to  the  merchants. 

The  want  of  a  town  is  very  fenfibly  felt  in  all  thofe  parts :  there  is  no  one  commo- 
■dity,  no  one  article  of  life,  or  implement  of  fifiiery,  but  what  is  gotten  with  difficulty,' 
and  at  a  great  price,  brought  from  a  diHance  by  ihofe  who  are  to  make  advantage  of 
the  necellicies  of  the  people.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  after  the  example  of  the 
Earlof  Seaforth,  they  do  not  colled  a  number  of  inhabhants  by  feuing  their  lands,  or 
jranling  leafes  for  a  lengih  of  years  for  building  ;  but  fliU  fo  mutjb  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
chieftain  remains,  that  they  dread  giving  an  independency  to  their  people ;  a  faife  jjo- 
licy  !  as  it  would  enrich  both  pariies,  and  make  the  landlord  more  refpeftable,  as  mafter 
■of  a  fet  of  decent  tenants,  than  of  thoufands  of  bare-footed  ha!f-(larved  vaffals.  At 
prefenl  adventurers  from  diftant  parts  take  the  employ  from  the  natives :  a  town  would 
create  a  market ;  a  market  would  foon  occaGon  a  concqurfe  of  {hipping,  who  would 
then  arrive  with  a  certainty  of  a  cargo  ready  taken  for  them  ;  and  the  mutual  wants  of 
ilranger  and  native  would  be  fupplied  at  an  eafy  rate,, 

Thefe  and  various  other  hints,  flung  out  to  this  refpedable  part  of  our  ifland,  in  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  thefe  travels,  have  been  adopted,  and  afts  of  parliament  framed  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  I  have  only  to  wifli  every  fucccTs  to  their  efforts ;  and  Ihall  thii^ 
labours  undergone  in  pointing  out  to  my  northern  fellow- fubjefts  their  local  advan- 
tages fully  repaid,  bv  the  refiedion  of  having  by  my  mite  contributed  to  their  happinefs 
and  improvement.  Let  them  not  tight  with  the  heavens,  and  they  will  fuccfed..  Let 
them  cherifh  men,  cattle,  and  fifheries,  and  the  bencBcs  will  be  felt  from  the  extreme 
north  to  the  molt  foutbern  promontory  of  our  happy  ifland. 

By  example  of  a  gentleman  or  two,  fome  few  improvements  in  farming  appear. 
Lime  is  burnt;  fea>tang  ufed  as  manure ;  and  fliell  l^nd  imported  by  fuch  who  can 
afford  the  freight.  But  the  beft  trade  at  prefent  is  cattle  :  about  five  hundred  are  an-  . 
jiually  fold  out  of  this  pariOi,  from  the  price  of  one  pound  feven  to  two  pounds  five  a 
piece.  -About  eighty  horfes,  at  three  pounds  each,  and. a  hundred  and  fifty  flieep  at 
-three  pounds  per  fcore.  The  cattle  are  blooded  at,fpring  and  fall :  the  blood  is  pre- 
ferved  to  be  eaten  cold. 

We  found  our  veflet  fafely  arrived  at  anchtH-  with  many  others,  under  the  (helter  of 
a  little  ifle,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay.  Weij^h  and  get  under  fail  with  a  good  .breezS. 
Pafs  by  the  mouth  of  Loch-Torridon  :  a  few  leagues  urthet  by  Apple-crols  bay,  fmall, 
with  populous' and.  well  cultivated  ihores.  The  back  gfound  moll  uncommonly  moun- 
tainous. -  ,      ' 

Apple-crofs  houfe  is  inhabited  by  a  ijioft  hofpitable  gentleman  as  iame  reports;  we 
lamented  therefore  our  inabitiiy  to  pay  our  refpeCts. 

On  the  right  leave  the  iflcs-of  Rona  and  Rnfa  and  Scalpay  :  before  us  is  Croulio, 
and. beyond  foar  the  vail  bills  of  Skie.  Siiil  clofe  under  Crouiin,  inhabited  by  two 
fumilics,  producing  a  little  corn  and  a  few  cattle.  Almoll  oppofite  to  its  foutbern  end 
is  the  common  entrance  into  the  two  great  iochs,  Kiflerne  and  Carron. 

Pafs  the  found  between  Skie  and  Kiutail ;  anchor  about  nine  uclcck,  and  once  more 
ilcep  beneath  Mac*kinnon*s  caftte. 
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Aaguft  4.  In  failing  down  the  bay,  had  to  the  norlh-eaft  afull  TiewofKintailinRofs- 
Ihire,  the  original  feat  of  the  Mac-kenzies,  or  rather  Mac-Kenneths  •,  a  patronymic  from 
their  great  anceftor  Kenneth,  fon  of  Colin  Fitzgerald,  of  the  houfe  of  Defmond  in 
Ireland.  To  him  Alexander  III,  made  a  grant  of  thefe  lands  for  his  good  fervices  at 
the  battle  of  Largs.  His  pofterity,  a  warlike  race,  iilicd  all  the  lands  ;  for  the  heroes 
of  North- Britain,  like  Polypes,  multiply  the. more  exceedingly  by  cuts  and  wounds. 

Leave  to  the  eaft  the  entrance  into  Loch-Lung  and  Loch-Duach  ;  two  miles  from  the 
fonth  fide  of  the  laft  are  the  dangerous  paffes  of  Glen-flieil  and  Straqhell ;  where,  on 
June  the  10th,  1719,  a  petty  rebellion,,  projefted  by  Cardinal  Alberoni,  and  to  have 
been  fupported  by  the  Spaniards,  was  fupprefled.  A  tempeft  difperfed  the  hoftile 
fquadron,  and  only  about  three  hundred  forces  arrived.  The  Highlanders  made  a  poor 
ftand  at  Stracheli  ;  but  w^re  quickly  put  to  flight,  when  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
deftroying  the  King's  forces  byrollini;  down  ftones  from  the  heights.  I  muft  not  omit 
that  among  the  clans  that  appeared  in  arms,  was  a  targe  body  lent  by  a  neighbouring 
chieftain,  m. rely  for  the  battle  of  that  one  day  ;  and  win  or  lofe  was  to  return  home- 
that  night. 

Pafs  through  the  Kil-ru,  bnffetted  feverely  on  the  way  by  violent  fqftalls.  Land  on 
the  eaft  fide  in  the  pari (h  of  Glen-tlg,  in  the  county  of  Invemefs.  The  veflel  anchore 
three  miles  diftant  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  under  Skie. 

Walk  up  to  the  church  ;  and  obferve  near  it  a  fingular  tree,  whofe  boughs  had  bent 
to  the  ground,  and  taking  root  formed  a  ftrange  arbour.  Pafs  by  the  bai'racks  of 
Bemera, built  in  1722,  handfome  and  capacious,  defigned  to  hold  two  hundred  men: 
at  prefent  occupied  by  a  corporal  and  fix  foldiers.  I'he  country  lament  this  negled. 
They  are  now  quite  fenfible  of  the  good  effe£ls  of  ihe  mihtary,  by  introducing  peace 
and  fecurity  :  they  fear  leaft  .the  evil  days  ftiould  return,  and  the  ancient  thefts  be  re- 
newed, as  foon  as  the  banditti  find  this  protetlion  of  tl.e  people  removed. 

Walt  up  the  valley  of  Glen-Elg,  or  the  vale  of  Deer:  vifit  Mr.  Macleod,  the" 
mioifter,  and  receive  all  the  welcome  that  the  Res  anpijla  Thmus  would  permit.  He 
fiiewed  us,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  his  houfe,  the  remains  of  a  minlj  of  black  lead, 
neglefted  on  account  ot  the  poverty  of  what  the  adventurers  found  near  the  furface ;  but 
it  is  probable,  that  at  a  proper  depth  it  may  be  found  to  equal  that  of  Cumberland.  A 
-  poor  kind  of  bog  iron  ore  is  alio  found  here. 

Above  the  manfe,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  is  a  Britifh  fortrefs,  diked  round  with  ftone, . 
and  in  the  middle  Is  I  he  veltige  of  a  circular  inclofure,  perhaps  of  a  building,  theflielter 
of  the  officers.  Within  light  is  another  of  thefe  retreats,  which  are  called  in  the  Erfe, 
Badhun,  or  the  place  of  refuge. 

•  Thtfe  were  (he chief  (jmilemen,  in  iti^j,  in  thu  (herifTdom  Df'InTerner;.  whlchat  that  limeincludc^  : 
the  flure  of  ihu  ume,  RoU,  Slrathnxvchi,  Caithnefs,  Sutherland,  and  the  Northern  Hebridea. 

M^ctoyd,  of  Lewes,  I*,  of  Fowlei, 

Macloyd,  of  Harries,  Sherrife  of  Cromartle, 

I>onald  Gatmefoun,  -  Uumbeith, 

Macneii.  of  Barray,    ■  Forfe, 

'       Mulcalloun,  of  Rofay,  Otanfceile, 

John  Mudzart,  captain  of  Mackye, 

the  Clanrannalti,  Ntil  Hutchefoun,  rn  AHent, 

The  Laird  nf  Glengarry  Mackentofche,  captain  of  the 
The  L  of  Kneydart,  Clanclianiroun, 

Mac-keiizie,  I«  of  Gtenewes, 

L.  of  Ciloche,  Raynold  Mac-rayaold,  of 
It.  of  Baloagpwoe,  Kcppathe. 
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-  This  valley  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Macleod,  of  Dunvegan,  acquired  by  a  rairriage  of 
an  anceflor  with  a  daughter  of  Lord  Briflet.  The  parifli  is  of  vaft  extent,  and  compre- 
hends Knodiart  and  North  Morar.  Glenelg  has  near  feven  hundred  inhabi.^nts,  all 
proteftants ;  the  other  two  diftrids  are  almoft.  entirely  of  the  popifli  perfuafion.  The 
reader  who  has  the  curiofity  to  know  the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  in  thefe  parts  of 
North  Britain,  may  fatisfy  his  curiofity  in  the  Appendix,  from  an  abdrad  taken  from  the 
Report  made  by  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  General  Aflembly,  in  1 760,  to  vilit 
ihefc  remote  Highlands,  and  the  Hebrides,  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
religion  in  thole  parts. 

1  his  part  of  Glen-EIg  is  divided  Into  two  vallies ;  Glen-more,  where  the  barracks  are, 
from  which  is  a  military  road  of  fifty-one  miles  extent,  reaching  to  Fort-Auguflus  :  the 
other  is  Glen-beg.  The  parifii  fends  out  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle  :  ihefevallies 
would  be  fertile  in  corn,  was  it  not  for  the  plague  of  rain,  which  prevents  tillage  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  poor  Inhabitants  feel  the  fame  diftreHes  as  their  neighbours. 

Walk  back  by  the  barracks  to  Glen-beg,  lo  vifit  the  celebrated  edifices  attributed  to 
the  Danes:  the  firft  is  placed  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  valley.  The 
more  entire  fide  appears  of  a  moft  elegant  taper  form  :  the  prefent  height  is  thirty  feet 
fix  inches;  but  in  1732,  fome  Goth  purloined  from  the  top,  feven  feet  and  a  half, 
under  pretence  of  applying  the  materials  to  certain  public  buildings.  By  the  appear- 
ance of  fome  ruins  that  now  lie  at  the  bafe,  and  which  have  fallen  off  fince  tliat  time, 
I  believe  three  feet  more  may  be  added  to  th^  height,  which  will  make  the  whole  about 
forty-one. 

The  whole  is  built  with  dry  walls,  but  the  courfes  mod  beautifully  difpofed.  On 
one  fide  is  a  breach  of  at  lead:  one  quarter  of  the' circumference.  The  diameter  within 
.  is  thirty-three  feet  and  a  half,  taken  at  a  diflance  often  feet  from  the  bottom  :  the  wall  in 
that  part  is  feven  feet  four  inches  thick,  but  is  formed  thinner  and  thinner  till  it  reaches 
the  top,  whofe  breadth  I  forgot  to  caufeto  be  meafured.  This  infide  wall  is  quite  per- 
.  pcndicular,  fo  that,  the  inner  diameter  mufi.  have  been  equal  from  top  to  bottom  :  but 
the  exterior  wall  flopes,  encreafing  in  thicknefs  till  it  reaches  the  ground. 

In  the  thicknefe  of  the  wall  were  two  galleries ;  one  at  ^he  lower  part,  about  fix  feet 
two  mches  high,  and  two  feet  five  at  the  bottom,  narrowing  lo  the  top  j  flagged, 
and  aifo  covered  over  with  great  flat  ftones.  This  gallery  ran  quite  round,  and  that 
horizontally,  but  was  divided  into  apartments  :  in  one  place  with  fix  flags,  placed  equi- 
diftant  from  each  other  ;  and  were  acceflible  above  by  means  of  a  hole  from  another 
gallery  :  into  the  lower  were  two  entrances  (before  the  ruin  of  the  other  fide  there  had 
been  two  others)  above  each  of  thefe  entrances  were  a  row  of  holes,  running  up  to  the 
top,  divided  by  flags,  appearing  like  (helves:  near  the  top  was  a  circle  of  projefling 
ilones,  .which  probably  were  intended  to  hold  the  beams  that  formed  the  roof:  abovf 
is  another  hole  like  the  former.  None  .of  thefe  openings  pafs  through,  for  there  is  not 
the  appearance  of  window  nor  opening  on  the  outfidewall.  AH  thefe  holes  arefquare; 
are  too  fmall  to  admit  the  human  body,  fo  were  probably  defigned  to  lodge  arms,  and 
different  other  matters,  fecure  from  wet  or  harm. 

Over  the  firft  gallery  was  another,  divided  from  it  only  by  flags.  This  alfo  went 
roundj  but  was  free  from  any  feparation  :  the  height  was  five  feet  fix  j  only  twenty 
inches  wide  at  bottom.     This  was  alfo  covered  with  flags  at  top. 

At  a  diftarice  above,  in  the  broken  fides  of  the  wall,  was  another  hole ;  but  it  feemed 
too  fmall  for  a  gallery.  The  afcent  was  not  fafe,  fo  could  not  venture  up.  The  height 
was  taken  by  a  little  boy,  who  fcrambled  to  the  top. 
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The  entrance  was  a  fquare  hole,  on  the  weft  fide :  before  it  were  the  remains  of 
fome  bjiilding,  with'a  narrow  opening  that  led  to  the  door.  Almoft  contiguous  to  this 
entrance  or  portico,  was  a  fmatl  circle  formed  of  rude  (tones,  which  was  called  the 
foopdation  of , the  Druids'  houfes.  It  probably  was  formed  for  fome  religious  pur- - 
pofe.     I  was  told  there  were  man?^  others  of  this  kind  fcattered  over  the  valley. 

At  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  didant  from  this  (lands  the  fecond  tower,  on  a  little- 
flac  on  the  fide  of  the  hilt.  The  form  is  fimilar,  but  the  number  of  galleries  differs : 
here  are  three,  the  loweft  goes  entirely  round ;  but  at  the  eaft  end  is  an  aperture  now  of 
a  fmall  depth,  but  once  of  fuch  extent,  that  the  goats  which  Sheltered  in  it  were  often 
loft :  on  that  account  the  entrance  was  filled  with  ftones.  This  is  fix.  feet  high,  four 
feet  two  inches  broad,  and  flagged  above  and  below. 

A  fecond  gallery  was  of  the  lame  height,  but  the  breadth  of  the  floor  only  three  feet 
five. 

The  third  gallery  was  of  fuch  difficult  accefs  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  get  op :  it 
was  fo  narrow  and  low,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  child  who  climbed  to  it  could  - 
creep  through. 

The  prefent  hfflght  of  this  tower  is  only  twenty-four  feet  five  inches ;  the  diameter 
thirty ;  the  thicknefs  of  the  lower  part  of  the  wall  twelve  feet  four. 

I  could  not  percdve  any  traces  of  the  winding  ftairs  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gorden  :  but 
as  thefe  buildings  have  fuSiered  greatly  fmce  that  gentleman  faw  them  I  have  no  doubt 
of  his  accuracy.  ' 

Thefe  were  in  all  probaWlity  places  of  defence ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  fay  any  thing  on 
the  fubjeft  of  their  origin,  or  by  what  nation  they  were  erefied.  ITiey  are  called  here 
Caifteal  Teilbah,  or  the  caftles  cxf  Teilba,  built  by  a  mother  for  her  four  fons,  as  tra- 
dition, delivered  in  this  traoilation  of  four  £rfe  lines,  informs : 

My  Toot  font  «  Tiir  cUn, 
I  left  in  the  ftrttb  of  one  j^ra  : 
Mt  Milcomb,  my  lovely  Cbonil. 
.MyTclve,myTrodJara. 

There  had  been  two  others,  now  totally  demolifhed,  and  each  named  after  her  child- 
ren.  Mr.  Gordon  mentions  others  of  this  kind ;  one  at  Glen-dunin,  two  at  Eafter 
Feam  in  Rofs-fliire,  and  two  or  three  in  Lord  Reay's  country  :  one  of  which  is  called 
the  Dune  of  Domadilla,  from  an  imaginary  prince,  who  rdgned  two  hundred  and  fixty 
years  before  the  Chridian  sera,  lliis  appears  to  be  fo  welt  defcritied  by  an  anonymous 
writer  in  the  Edinburgh  magazine,  thu  it  .will  poffibly  be  acceptable  to  the  reader  to 
find  it  copied  in  the  ndte  *.  . 

The 

*  "  In  the  molt  northern  part  of  Scotland,  csHed  Lord  Reaj'i  country,  not  far  from  Taogue,  and  near 
the  head  of  the  river  which  rum  into  the  North  Sea  at  Loch-EHt>ol,  ti  tlvc  remain*  of  a  Hone  towtr,  which 
I  appiebcnd  to  be  a  Druidic  work,  and  to  be  the  gnateft  piece  of  antiquity' in  tfaii  ifland.  It  ia  furprifing 
tbu  it  !i  fo  little  known  even  to  the  native*  of  that  country  :  I  don't  remember  to  have  ever  feen  it  men. 
tioned  in  any  book  whatever,  nor  do  I  recoiled  whether  Mr.  Pennant  haa  received  any  infonnBlion  eoo" 
ccming  it.  Tliii  tower  it  called  by  the  neighbouring  inhabkanti,  the  Dane  of  Domadilla.  It  it  of  a  cir^ 
cular  form,  and  now  nearly  refembling  the  frullruro  of  a  rone :  whether,  when  pcrfcd,  it  temiinatcd  in  a 
point,  I  cannot  pretend  to  gnefs  1  but  it  feemi  to  have  been  formerly  higher,  by  the  robbifli  which  Ket 
round  it.  It  ii  built  of  ilone,  without  cement,  and  I  take  it  to  be  between  70  and  30  feet  high  Hill.  The 
cBtrance  it  by  a  very  low  and  narrow  door,  to  pafs  thniugh  which  one  ii  obliged  to  ftoop  much  :  but,  per- 
kapi,  the  ground  may  have  been  raifcd  fincc  the  firft  ereflion. 

"  When  one  it  got  ia,  and  placed  in  the  centre,  it  it  open  over  head.  Alt  round  the  fidet  of  the  walla 
lie  langed  fioae  {belvet,  one  ibovc  another,  like  the  ffaelvea  in  a  circular  beanlait,  reaching  from  near  the 
■  bottan  to  the  top.    The  ftooca  which  ccnpt^  thefe  Ihelvet  ait  fupported  cUcfly  t^  the  ftonet  which 
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Thfe  rain,  which  poured  a  deluge  during  the  whole  of  this  walk,  attended  with  a  moft 
violent  gale,  prevented  us  from  going  abroad :  but  we  found  a  moft  comfortable 
lodging  under  ihe  hofpitable  roof  of  the  good  minider. 

Auguft  5.  The  whole  morning  continued  wet  and  boifterous.  In  the  evening  crofs 
.  over  TO  Skie  :  fee,  near  the  (bore,  cut  on  the  live  rock,  an  infcription  in  rude  charaders. 
It  rnufi  have  been  of  great  antiquity,  as  h  was  difcovered  by  the  accidental  digging  of 
peat  at  the  depth  of  four  feet. 

Auguft  6.  Weigh  anchor  at  eight  o'clockin  the  morning,  and  turn  out  with  wind 
.  and  tide  adverfr.  After  a  ftruggle  of  three  or  four  miles,  put  into  Loch-Jum,  or  the 
lake  of  liell,  on  the  Invernefs  coaft,  and  anchor  about  two  o'clock  near  a  little  ille  to  the 
fouth  fide,  tour  miles  wifhin  the  mouth.  Land  on  the  north  fide,  three  miles  diftanc 
from  our  (hip,  and  vifit  Mr.  Macleod  of  Arnifdale  :  I  (hail  never  forget  the  hofpitality 
-  of  the  houfe  ;  before  I  could  utter  a  denial,  three  glalfes  of  rum  cordialized  with  jelly 
of  bilberriirs,  were  poured  into  me  by  the  irrefiftible  hand  of  good  Madam  Maclcod. 
MelTrs.  LIghtfoot  and  Stuart  Tallied  out  in  high  fpirits  to  botanize  :  I  defcendfed  to  my 
boat  to  make  the  voyage  of  the  lake. 

Steer  S.E.  After  afmall  fpace  the  water  widens  into  a  large  bay,  bending  t6  the  fouth, 
,  which  bears  the  name  of  Barrifdale :  turn  fuddenly  to  the  eaft,  and  pefs  through  a  very 
narrow  (Iralt,  with  feveral  little  ifles  on  the  outfide;  the  water  of  a  great  depth,  and 
the  tide  violent.  For  four  miles  before  us  the  loch  was  (trait,  but  of  an  oval  form  ; 
then  fuddenly  contrafls  a  fecond  time.  Beyond  that  was  another  reach,'  and  an  Inftant- 
aneouQ  and  agreeable  view  of  a  great  fleet  of  buffes,  and  all  the  bufy  apparatus  of  the 
herring  fifhcry  ;  with  multitude  of  little  occafional  hovels  and  tents  on  the  (liore,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  crews,  and  of  the  country  people,  who  refort  here  at  this  feafoH 
to  take  and  fell  herrings  to  the  ftrangers.  An  unexpefted  fight  at  the  diftance  of 
thirteen  miles  from  the  fea,  amidft  the  witdeft  Jcene  In  nature. 

A  little  farther  the  loch  fuddenly  turns  due  South,  and  has  a  very  narrow  inlet  to  a 
third  reach  :  this  ftratt  is  fo  (hallow  as  to  be  fbrdable  at  the  ebb  of  fpring>tides ;  yet 
has  within,  the  depth  of, ten  'and  feventcen  fathom:  the  length  is  about  a  mile;  the 
breadth  a  quarter.  About  feven  years  ago  it  was  fo  filled  with  herrings,  that  had 
crowded  in,  that  the  boats  could  not  force  their  way,  and  thoufands  lay  dead  on  the 
ebb. 

The  fcenery  that  furrounds  the  whole  of  this  lake  has  an  Alpine  wildnefs  and  magni- 
frcence ;  the  hills  of  an  enormous  height,  and  for  the  moft  part  cloathed  with  extenfive 

Form  the  walli,  ai)<)  which  projtd  all  round  jiift  in  that  pbc«  where  the  /helvca  are.  and  in  no  others :  each 
ofthethelv(«  is  feparaled  into  rcvtr»l  di*tlion»  MID  a  boi.k-c;ife.  There  is  fnme  remains  of  an  awkward 
llair.cafc.  >Vhat  ufc  the  JhcWea  could  be  applied  to  I  cannot  conceive.  It  could  oot  be  of  any  mill, 
tary  ufe  from  iti  Ciuation  at  ihe  bottom  of  a  flopiug  hill,  which  wholly  commands  it.  The  mofl  learned 
among  the  inhabitants,  fueh  at  the  gcutry  and  clergy,  who  all  tpeak  ihe  Irilh  language,  could  give  no  infor- 
mation or  tradition  concerning  ite  ufe,  or  the  nrigin  and  meaning  of  its  name.  But  fomc  years  (ince  I  han- 
pen<:d,  at  an  au£liun  of  books  in  Loudon,  to  look  into  a  French  bcok,  eontaininjj  Gaulilh  aniiquilies,  and 
there  I  faw  a  pimtof  the  remains  of  a  Uiuidic  temple  in  France,  which  greatly  lefcmblts  the  tower  I  atn 
fpeakirg  of,  having  like  flielves  in  it.  And.  reading  a  ble  pamphlet  on  the  aiiiiqujiy  i>f  the  Irilh  bngu.pge, 
I  think  f  can  partly  trace  the  origin  of  the  name  DornadilU  At  page  14,  the  author  fays,  that  Dorn 
mcani  a  rounJ  Hone,  fo  that  abdorft  would  mean  the  round  ftone  of  llic  priefti  j  »a  is  of,  and  Di  is  GW ;  at 
page  4^,  he  fayi,  io  the  lift  line,  uUa  mean*  a  place  of  devotion  ;  fo  thai  Dom-na  Di-nila  will  fignify  the 
louod  ftoneplaceofthe  wor(hipofG.Mli  or  perhaps  it  mrglii  allude  to  fome  round  ftone  preferved  within 
u  a  facrtd  emblem  of  divinity.  A*  1  am  not  acquainted  with  the  Iriili  language,  if  any  of  y„ur  cotie- 
fpond«nt»  can  give  any  belter  apcooni,  either  of  the  natme  of  fuch  Druidic  temples,  or  of  this  name  in 
aaniciilar,  it  will,  prrliap*,  be  acceptable  to  oiiien.  as  wcl.  at  youi  humble  fervant." 
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fcrefts  of  oak  and  birch,  often  to  the  very  fummits.  In  many  piacfis.are  extenfive 
irads  of  open  fpace,  verdant,'  and  only  varied  with  a  few  trees  fcatterea  over  them  : 
amidft  the  thicfceft  woods  afpire  vaft  grey  rocks,  a  noble  contraft  !  nor  are  the  lofty' 
headlands  a  leJs  embelliniment ;  for  through  the  trees  that  wave  on  their  fummit,  isan~ 
awful  fight  of  flcy,  and  fpiring  fummits  of  vaft  mountains. 

On  the  fouth  fide,  or  the  country  of  Knodyart,  are  vafl  numbers  of  pines,  fcattered 
among  the  other  trees,  and  multitude  of  young  ones  fprihging  up.  A  conflagration  Bad 
many  years  ago  deftroyed  a  fine  foreft  ;  a  lofs  which,  in  a  little  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  repaired.  Befides  this,  I  can  add  fome  oiher  pine  forefts  to  my  former  lift  •  :  . 
that  near  toch-maree ;  Abernethy,  and  Roth-murchu  ;  both  belonging  to  gentlemai 
of  the  name  of  Grant ;  Glen-more,  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  ;  and  Gien-taner,  the  pro- 
perty  of  Lord  Aboyne.  Our  old  botanifts  are  filent  about  thefe  Bridfli  produflions, 
■  till  the  time  of  IMr.  Evelyn  and  Mr.  Ray.  This  fpecies  of  pine  feems  not  to  have  been 
cultivated  in  England,  till  the  former,  as  he  fays,  received  fome  feeds  from  that  unhappy 
perfon,  the  late  Marquis  of  Argyle  :  but  Speed,  in  his  chronicle,  mentions  the  vad  fize 
of  thofe  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Argicke,  and  their  fitnefs  for  malls,  as  appeared  by  the 
report  from  commiflioners  fent  there  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  time  of  James'f  VI. 
Taylor,  the  water-poet,  fpeaks  in  high  termsof  thofe  in  Brae-mar,  "  That  there  are  ail 
many  as  will  ferve  to  the  end  of  the  world,  for  all  the  fiiiupes,  carracks,  hoyea,  galleys, 
boater,  drumlers,  barkes  and  wa^r  craftes,  that  are  now  in  the  world,  or  can  be  thefs 
fony  years  J. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  that  the  inugination,  amidil  thefe  darkfome  and  horrible  fcenes, 
fljould  figure  to  itfelf  ideal  beings,  once  the  terror  of  the  fuperftitious  inhabitants:  in 
lels-enlightened  times  a  dreadful  fpcdre  haunted  thefe  hills,  fometimes  in  form  of  a 
great  dog,  a  man,  or  a  thin  gigantic  hag  called  Glas-lich.  The  exorcid  was  called  in 
to  drive  away  thefe  evil  Genii :  he  formed  circle  within  circle,  ufed  a  rntfltitude  of 
charms,  forced  the  Damon  from  ring  to  ring,  till  he  got  it  into  the  laft  entrenchment, 
when  if  it  proved  very  obftinate  by  adding  new  fpells,  he  never  failed  of  conquering 
the  evil  fpirit,  who  tike  that  which  haunted  the  daughter  of  Raguel,  was 
With  »  vengeance  feni 
Frpra  Media  poftto  Egypt,  ihere  fa:1  bound. 

In  our  return  from  the  extremity  of  this  fequeftered  fpot,  are  mofl  agreeably  amufed 
with  meeting  at  leaft  a  hundred  boats,  rowing  to  the  p'lace  we  were  leaving,  to  lay  their 
nets  i  while  the  perfons  on  (hore  were  bufied  in  lighting  fires,  and  preparing  a  repaft 
for  their  companions,  againft  their  return  from  their  toilfome  work. 

So  unexpefted  a  profpeft  of  the  buly  haunt  of  men  and  .fliips  in  this  wild  and  ro- 
mantic trait,  afforded  this  agreeable  reneftion :  that  there  is  no  part  of  our  dominions 
io  remote,  fo  inhofpitable,  and  fo  unprofitable,  as  to  deny  employ  and  livelihood  to 
ihoufands;  and  that  there  are  no  parts  fo  polifhed,  fo  improved,  and  fo  fertile,  but 
which  mull  ftoop  to  receive  advantage  from  the  dreary  fpots  they  fo  effeftually  defpife  ; 
andmuft  be  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  mutual  dependency  of  part  011  part,  howfoever 
remotely  placed,  and  howfoever  difierent  in  modes  or  manner  of  living.  Charles  Bran- 
don's addrefs  to  his  royal  fpoufe  may  well  be  applied  to  both  extremes  of  our  ifle : 

Cloih  of  gold,  do  not  defpife, 

Allhn'  ihou  »rt  inatchM  with  cloth  of  fnie. 

Cloth  oF  fri«,  be  not  too  bold, 

Altho'  thou  art  match  d  wiih  cloth  of  goM.  ,' 

•  I  ft,  id,  idedir.pp.  183,  r9j..  iiJ.      .  t.  Speed'*  Chioniclc,  p.  9. 

t  Peopileffe  Pilgrimsge,  136,  .  «         '       " 
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Return  to  Armifdale,  and  pafs  a  mofl  chearful  evening.  Mr.  Lightfbot  returned 
bappy  in  having  found  the  azalea  procumbens ;  Mr.  Stuart  [oaden  with  fine  fpedmeo* 
of  amianthus  and  black  talc. 

Return  on  board  .at  midnight ;  the  night  moft  exceflively  dark,  but  every  ilroke  of 
our  oars,  every  progreflive  motion  of  our  boat,  flung  a  moft  refplendent  glory  around, 
and  left  fo  long  and  luminous  a  train  in  our  wake,  as  more  than  compenfated  the 
want  of  iftars  m  the  firmament.  This  appearance  was  occafioned  by  myriads  of  nodi- 
lucous  Nereids,  that  inhabit  the  ocean,  and  on  every  agitation  become  at  certain  tima* 
apparent,  and  often  remain  flicking  to-  the  oars,  and,  h*ke  glow-wdrms,  give  a  fine  • 
light.  Mr.  Thompfon  informed  us,  that  they  were  moll  brilliant  before  rain  and 
tempefls.    He  was'  not  deceived  in  his  predi^ohs. 

There  is  not  an  inflance  of  any  country  having  made  fo  fudden  a  change  in  itt 
morals  as  this  I  have  juft  vifited,  and  the  vaft  in£t  intervening  between  thefe  coafU 
and  Loch-nels.  Security  and  civilization  poflefs  every  part ;  yet  thirty  years  have 
not  elapfed  fince  the  whole  was  9  den  of  thieves,  of  the  moti  extraordmary  kind. 
They  ondufted  their  plundering  excurflons  with  the  utmod  policy,  and  reduced  the 
whole  art  of  theft  into  a  regular  fyftcm.  From  habit  it  loft  all  the  appearance  of  cri- 
minality i  they  conlidered  it  as  labouring  in  their  vocation,  and,  when  a  party  was 
formed  for  an  expedition  'againft  their  neighbour's  property,  they  and  their  friends 
prayed  as  eameflly  to  heaven  for  fuccefs,  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  the  moft  laudable 
defign. 

The  conflant  petition  at  grace  of  the  old  Highland  'chieftains,  was  delivered  with 
great  fervour,  in  thefe  terms :  **  Lord !  turn  thou  the  world  upfide  down,  that  Chrjfl 
tians  may  make  bread  out  of  it."  The  plain  Englifh  of  this  pious  requeft  was,  that 
the  worid  might  become,  for  their  benefit,  a  fcen^  of  rapine  and  confofion. 
.  They  paid  a  facred  regard  to  their  oath  ;  but  as  fuperftition  mult,  among  a  fet  of 
Innditti,  infallibly  fuperfede  piety,  each,  like  the  diftind  cafts  of  Indians,  had  his  par- 
ticular obje&  of  veneration ;  one  would  fwear  upon  his  dirk,  and  dread  the  penalty 
of  perjury,  yet  make  no  fcruple  of  forfwearing  himfelf  upon  the  Bible ;  a  fecond  woold 
^y  the  ume  refpeQ  to  the  name  of  his  chieftain ;  a  thh-d  again  would  be  mofl  re<- 
figioufly  bound  by  the  facred  book,  and  a  fourth  regard  none  of  the  three,  and  be 
credited  only  if  he  fwore  by  his  crucifix.  It  was  always  necefTary  to  difcover  the  in- 
clination of  the  perfon,  before  you  put  him  to  the  tefl :  if  the  obje&  of  his  veneration 
was  miftaken,  the  oath  was  of  no  fignification. 

The  greateft  robbers  were  ufed  to  preferve  hofpitality  to  tbofe  that  came  to  their 
hotifes,  and,  like  the  wild  Arabs,  obferved  the  flrideft  honour  towards  their  guefts,  or 
thofe  that  put  implicit  confidence  in  them.  The  Kennedies,  two  common  thieves,  took 
die  young  Pretender  under  protection,  and  kept  him  with  ^th  inviolate,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  knew  an  imiqenfe  reward  was  offered  for  his  head.  They  often  robbed  for 
his  fupport,  and,  to  fujpply  him  with  linen,  they  once  furprized  the  baggage  horfes  dl 
one  of  our  general  officers.  They  often  went  in  difguife  to  Invemefe  to  buy  pro- 
vifiohs  for  him.  At  length,  a  very  conliderable  time  after,  one  of  thefe  poor  fellows, 
who  bad  virtue  to  refift  the  temptation  of  thirty  ihoufand  pounds,  was  hanged  for 
ftealirg  a  cow,  value  thirty  Ihillings. 

The  greateft  crime  among  thefe  felons,  was  that  of  infidelity  among  themfelves  :  a 
criminal  underwent  a  fummary  trial,  and,  if  convicted,  never  mifled  of  a  capital  puoifh- 
muit-  The  chieftain  bad  his  ofEcers,  and  different  departments  of  government ;  he 
had  I.iy  judge,  to  whom  he  entrufted  the  dedfion  of  all  civil  difputes ;  but,  in  criminal 
caufer,  t  le  chief,  affifled  perhaps  by  fome  favourites,  always  undnrtook  tbe  procefe. 
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The  Driiicipal  men  of  his  family,  or  his  officers,  formed  hia  council ;  where  R^tT/ 
Aing  was  debateu  r:?p?^C  their  expeditions.  Eloquence  wa«  J;-;;^  \^^  great  cfte^m 
among  them,  for  by  that  they  could  lometimes  work  on  their  chieftain  to  change  his 
opinion ;  for,  notwithUanding  he  kept  the  form  of  a  council,  he  always  referved  the 
decifive  vote  in  himfelf. 

When  one  man  had  a  claim  on  another,  but  wanted  power  to  make  it  good,  it  was 
held  lawful  for  him  to  fteal  from  his  debtor  as  many  cattle  as  would  fatisfy  his  demand, 
provided  he  Tent  notice  (as  foon  as  he  got  out  of  reach  of  purfuit,)  that  he  bad  them^ 
and  would  return  them,  provided  fatis^dion  was  made  on  a  certain  day  agreed  on. 

When  a  crcach,  or  great  expedition,  had  been  made  againit  diltant  herds,  the 
owners,  as  foon  as  difcovery  was  made,  rofe  in  arnu,  and,  with  all  their  friends,  made 
inllant  purfuit,  tracing  the  cattle  by  their  track  for  perhaps  fcor^  of  miles.  Their  ~ 
nicety  in  diftinguilhing  that  of  their  cattle  from  thofe  that  were  only  cafually  wander- 
ings or  driveii,  was  amazingly  fagacious.  As  foon  as  they  arrived  on  an  eiute  where 
the  track  was  loft,  they  immediately  attacked  the  proprietor,  and  would  oblige  him  to' 
recover  the  track  from  his  land  forwards,  or  to  make  good  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained. 
This  cuftom  had  the  force  of  law,  which  gave  to  the  Highlanders  this  furprizing  {kill 
in  the  art  of  tracking. 

It  has  been  obferved  before,  that  to  (leal,  rob,  and  plunder  with  dexterity,  was  ef-. 
teemed  as  the  higheft  a&  of  Iieroifm.  The  feuds  between  the  great  families  was  one 
great  caufe.  There  was  not  a  chieftain  but  that  kept, .  in  foroe  remore  valley  in  the 
depth  of  woods  and  rocks,  whole  tribes  of  thieves  in  readinefs  to  let  loofe  agamft  his 
neighbours  ;  when,  from  fome  public  or  private  reafon,  he  did  not  judge  it  expedient 
to  refent  openly  any  real,  or  imaginary  affront.  From  this  motive  the  greater  chieftaitu 
robbers  always  fupported  the  lefler,  and  encouraged  no  fort  of  improvement  on  the 
eftates  but  what  promoted  rapine. 

The  greateft  of  the  hat>e9  in  the  lad  century,  was  Sir  Ewin  Cameron,  whofe  life 
is  given  ■□  the  other  volume.  He  long  refifted  the  power  of  Cromwell,  but  at  length 
was  forced  to  fubmit.  He  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rarrifon  fixed  by  the 
nfurper  at  Inverlochy.  His  vaflals  perfided  in  their  thefts,  till  Cromwell  fent  orders 
to  the  commanding-officer,  that  on  the  next  robbery  he  fliould  feize  on  the  chieftain, 
and  execute  him  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  cafe  the  thief  was  not  delivered  to  juftice. 
An  ad  of  rapine  foon  happened ;  Sir  Ewin  received  the  meflage,  who,  inftead  of 
giving  himfelf  the  trouble  of  looking  out  for  the  oifender,  laid  hold  of  the  firfl:  fellow 
he  met  with,  fent  him  bound  to  Inver-lochy,  where  he  was  inftantly  hanged.  Crom- 
well, by  this  feverity,  put  a  ftop  to  the  excefles,  till  the  time  of  the  reftoratipn,  when 
they  were  renewed  with  double  violence  till  the  year  1745. 

Rob-Roy  Macgregor  was  another  diftinguiflied  hero  in  the  latter  end  of  the  laft.  and 
■  the  banning  o!  the  prefent  century.  He  contributed  greatly  towards  forming  his 
profeffion  into  a  fdeiice,  and  eftabliihing  the  police  above  mentioned.  The  Duke  of 
Montrofe  unfortunately  was  his  neighbour;  Rob-boy  frequently  laved  his  Grace  the 
trouble  of  colleding  his  rents ;  ufed  to  extort  them  msm  the  tenants,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gave  them  formal  difcharges.  But  it  was  neither  in  the  power  of  the  Duke  or  of 
any  of  the  gentlemen  he  plundered  to  bring  him  to  jullice,  to  ftrongly  protefted  was 
he  by  feveral  great  men  to  whom  he  was  ufeful.  Roy  had  his  good  qualities,  he- 
fpent  his  revenue  generouQy ;  and,  ftrange  to  fay,  was  a  true  friend  to  the  widow 
and  orphan. 

Every  period  of  time  gives  new  improvement  to  the, arts.  A  fon  of  Sir  Ewin  Ca- 
meroa  rehned  on  thofe  of  Rob- Roy,  ant^  inllead  of  diJlipadng  his  gains,  accumulated 

wealth. 
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weait'n.  li^t  ^^^  JonatbaD  Wild  the  Great,  never  dole  with  his  o*n  hands,  hot  con- 
dufled  his  commerce  >i;:Il  an  addrefs,  and  to  aii  extent  unknown  ^^,.;,.,  fie  em- 
ployed feveral  companies,  and  fet  the  more  adroit  knaves  at  their  head,  and  never  fuf- 
fered  merit  to  go  unrewarded.  He  never  openly  received  their  plunder,  but  em- 
ployed agents  to  purchafe  from  them  their  cattle.  He  acquired  confiderahle  pro- 
perly, which  he  was  forced  to  leave  behind,  after  the  battle  of  Culloden  gave  the  fatal 
blow  to  all  their  greatnefs. 

The  laft  of  any  eminence  was  the  celebrated  Barrifdale,.  who  carried  thefe  arts  to 
the  hij^heit  pitch  of  perfe£lion :  b^f'des  exerting  all  the  common  praflices,  hei'ii-. 
proved  that  article  of  commerce  called  the  black  meal  to  a  degree  beyond  what  wjs 
ever  known  to  hia  predecelTora.  This  was  a  forced  levy,  fo  called  from  its  being  com- 
monly paid  in  meal,  which  was  raifed  far  and  wide  on  the  eliate  of  every  nobleman 
and  gentleman,  in  order  that  their  cattle  might  be  fecured  from  the  lelT^T  thieves,  over 
whom  he  fecretly  prelided,  and  protected.  He  raifed  an  income  of  five  hundred  a. 
year  by  thefe  taxes  j  and  behaved  with  genuine  honour  in  rtfloring,  on  proper  cbn- 
tideration,  the  llolen  cattle  of  his  friends.  .  In  this  he  bore  fonie  rel'emblance  tovour 
Jonathan,  but  differed,  in  obfeiving  a  ftridl  fidelity  towards  his  own  gang  ;  yet  he  was 
indefatigable  in  bringing  to  Juflice  any  rogues  that  interfered  wiih  liis  own.  He  was  a 
n;an  of  poliflied  behaviour,  Ine  addrefs,  and  fine  perfon.  He  confidered  himfeif  in  a  ' 
very  high  light,  asabenefa^tor  to  the  public,  and  preferver  of  general  tranquillity,  for 
on  the  lilver  plates,  the  ornaments  of  his  Baldrick,  he  thus  addrelTed  his  broad-fvvord : 

Hk  tibi  erunt  arte*,  pacia  compoorre  morci ; 
Parcere  fiibjEflit' ei  debdUre  fiiperbii*. 

Aug. '7.  After  a  mo(l  tempelluous  and  rainy  night,  fail  at  dght  o'clock  it)  the  morn- 
ing, defigning  to  reach  the  found  of  Mull,  but  the  wind  proving  contrary,  we  ran 
over  to  Ifle  Oranfay  in  the  iilc  of  Skie,  a  fafe  harbour ;  where  we  continued  confined 
by  adverfe  winds  till  the  next  day. 

Aug.  8.  At  half  an  hour  after  one  at  noon,  fall.  As  Toon  as  we  got  out,  we 
found  a  vail  fwell  from  the  fury  of  the  tafl  night's  dorm;  the  waves  mountainous^ 
but,  thanks  to  a  gentle  breeze,  we  made  our  way  finely  through  tht m. 

Pafs  on  the  ealt,  Loch-neviOi,  or  the  lake  of  Heaven,  a  fine  and  piflurefqiie  inlet. 

Pol-inorrer  where  fmall  craft  may  lie.  About  half  a  mile  inland  from  this  bay  is 
the  great  frefti-water  lake  called  Loch-morrer  ;  next  is  the  country  of  Arifaig,  and  its 
celebrated  point ;  for  within  this,  a  little  to  the  fouth,  in  Loch-nan-ua,  or  the  bay  of 
caves,  landed  the  young  Pretender,  on  July  35,  1745  ;  and  from  hence  concluded  his 
Phaetonic  expedition,  September  20th  of  the  following  year.  The  two  frigates  that  lay 
there  in  May  of  the  fame  fummer,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  had  an  engagement  off 
-this  point  with  two  of  ours,  and  maintained  their  ftation.  They  landed  part  of  their 
ftores,  but  finding  the  caufe  defperate,  returned  to  France  with  feveral  of  the  fugitives 
from  the  battle  of  Culloden. 

Sail  by  Loch-Hallyort,  and  the  country  of  Moydarr,  jhe  moft  foutherly  part  of  the 
fliire  of  Invemefs.  Leave  to  the  weft  the  point  of  Slate  in  Skie;  the  vail  hills  of  Bla- 
ven  and  Cuchidlin  open  to  view,  then  fucceeds  the  mountainous  Ram ;  keep  clofc 
under  the  ifle  of  Egg,  diftinguilhed  by  the  lofty  fpire  of  Squr-egg.  Pafs  immediately 
under  the  point  of  Ard-na.mUrchan,  the  moft  northern  part  of  Argyleftiire.  Turn 
into  the  found  of  Mull,  a  fine  opening  five  miles  broad  :  to  the  eaft  of  the  point  is 
Loch-funart,  penetrating  deeply  into  the  country  of  Morven.    At  the  head  13  Stron- 

tian. 
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ttan,  noted  for  a  lead-mine.  About  nine  o'clock  at  flight' anchor  in  Tobir  Moire  bay, 
"in  the  ifle  of  Mull. 

This  bay  is  a  mofl  beautiful  circular  bafon,  formed  by  M^II  on  one  fide,  and  the  ifle 
of , Calve  on  the  other.  All  the  banks  are  vtrdant  gnd  embeilillied  at  this  time  with 
three  cafcades.  It  takes  its  name  from  a  chap&l  and  well,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary.  Here  in  15S8  the  Florida,  one  of  Philip's  invincible  Armada  was  blown  up 
after  the  difperfion  of  the  fleet ;  fome  fay  by  accident,  others  by  the  defperaie  refolu- 
tion  of  a  Scotchman,  Several  attempts  were  made  to  recover  the  funk  treafure.  One 
in  r688j  by  William  Sacheverel,  Efq.  who  fitted  up  diving  bells,  and  tried  them  with 
fuccefs  at  the  depth  often  fathom,  and  report  fays,  he  got  up  much  treafure.  A  piece 
of  the  wreck  was  given  me  by  an  old  inhabitant  of  the  place ;  to  be  prefe:  ved  in  me- 
mory of  this  fignat  providence,  fo  beautifully  acknowledged  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in 
'  the  "motto  of  the  medal  ftruck  on  the  occafion  : 

AfflaTi't  Deus,  et  diflipantur. 

In  this  bay  alfo  the  unfortunate  Earl  of  Argyle  may  be  faid  to  have  wrecked  both  life 
and  fortune,  m  the  year  1686  :  for  in  this  place  he  made  the  fird  landing  with  a  few 
friends,  in  his  fatal  invafion  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  The  moll  in-, 
human  medal  -I  ever  faw  (next  to  that  in  memory  of  the  maflacre  of  Paris,  by  Charles 
IX.)  is  one  in  my  polfeflion,  ftruck  by  James  II.  on  occafion  of  the  fadcataurophe  of 
tbefe  two  noblemen.  Their  heads  are  placed  on  two  altars,  at  whofe  bafe  are  their 
bleeding  corpfes  j  the  motto, 

Ambitio  malcfuada  rui't. 

A  little  north  is  Bloody-bay,  fo  called  from  a  fea-fight  between  a  Macdonald  of  the 
ifies  and  his  fon.  The  former  was  fupported  by  Heftor  Obhar  Macleane,  the  fame  who 
died  glorioufly  at  the  battle  of  Floddon,  covering  his  monarch,  James  IV.,  from  the 
arrows  of  the  EngHfti  archers. 

On  the  oppofite  (hore  of  Morven  is  Duo-an-gal,  a  ruined  caftle  of  the  Macleanes. 
In  this  the  rt-bels  of  1719  put  a  fmall  garrifon,  which  foon  furrendered  to  one  of  our 
men  of  war  that  attacked  it. 

Aug.  9.  Leave  Tober  Moire  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  about  half  pait 
ten,  anchor  oppofite  to  Aros  caflle,  feated  on  a  rock  above,  the  lea,  and  once  a  feat  of 
Macdonald  of  the  ifles.  At  the -foot  of  tkerock  is  the  ruin  of  an  oval  pier,  where  he 
fecured  his  boats.' 

Breakfaft  with  Mr.  Campbet  of  Aros,  and  colleft  a  few  particulars  of  this  rough' 
ifland  :  that  it  is  twenty-four  Scotch  miles  long,  and  about  the  fame  in  breadth  ;  that 
it  is  divided  into  three  great  parilhes,  viz.  Torcay,  Rofs,  and  Kilmore,  or  Kil>ninian,, 
containing  in  all  near  four  tlioufand  catechifable  perfons;  that  it  is  in  general  rocky 
and  barren,  and  does  not  yield  corn  enough  for  its  inhabitants  ;  that  it  fends  out  an- 
nually about  eighteen  hundred  head  of  cattle,  fold  from  thirty  to  fifty  {hillings  a.piece ; 
that  there  are  but  ftw  ftiecp  ;  that  the  graziers  have  fuffered  greatly  this  year  by  the 
lofs  of  cattle,  but  that  none  of  the  people  have  as  yet  migrated.  That  the  ufuol  manure 
isfliell  fand,  >\vhich  the  farmers  procure  from  Tir-ey.  That  there  is  coat  in  the  ifland 
nearly  inaccelfible  by  the  badnefs  erf  the  roads!  and  that  this  moft. important  article, 
which  alone  would  bring  wealth  and  comfort  to  the  ifle  is  unaccountably  neglefted  ] : 

The  ifiand  was  originally  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Lords  of  the  llles,  but  in 
after-times  became  the  poffefllon  of  the  antient  and  valiant  family  of  the  Macleanes, 
who  ftill  retain  half.     The  other  moiety  is  the  litigated  property  of  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
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gyle,  whofe  anceftor  poflefied  himfelf  of  it  ia  1674,  on  account  of  a  debt ;  and  after 
the  courts  of  law  had  made  an  adjudication  in  his  favour,  he  was  obliged  to  fupport 
thdr  decree  by  force  of  amis. 

Sail  ag^n  down  the  found,  which  in  general  is  about  four  miles  broad  ;  the  coaft 
on  e  northern  coaft  is  Morven,  the 

eel 

mod  contrafted  entrance.    A 
litt  idland  jutting  into  the  found, 

wh  les,  lived  in  regal  ftate  *,     His 

*i*e  tornit  Ofioris.  19,  A.  D.  1441  t- 

'  lat,  where  the  found  opens  to 

.  th«  s,  lords  of  the  ifland,  but  now 

gai  -Wiliiam.     Morven,  near  Ard- 

tor  [ull  beyond  this  calile  appears 

vei 

ads  up  to  Lochaber.    Have  a 
fin  hills  of  Gleo-co.    Pafs  to  the 

fov  ifle  and  Middle  Lorn.    Sail  hy 

th(  [.  in  1249,  w*jle  he  lay  ther« 

'B'it  ides,  then  pofiefled  \>j  the  Nor. 

n,  where  are  the  cuftom-houfe 
ant 

<  5,  is  the  caftle  of  Dunolly,  once 

,th( 

I  through  a  very  narrow  found, 

fo'  a  fine  bay.    Anchor  under  the 

ani  d  inftantly  recdve,  and  accept, 

ai 

1  PiftiQi  rtioiurch,  cotemporarr 
wit  i  fe&,  the  founder  is  unuiown, 

btf  the  Piaifh  and  Scotdfli  princes. 


e  Palladium  of  North  Britain  ; 
uTed  as  a  feat  of  iuftice  by  Ge- 
)ronation- chair  till  the  ragn  of 
Ke  er  to  fecure  his  reign ;  for,  ac- 


bn  uTed  as  a  feat  of  iuftice  by  Ge- 

*h!  )ronation- chair  till  the  ragn  of 


v"  image,  found  in  a  ruinous  part 

**  ■  :hair,  and  appears  to  have  been 

■0  jprefented  fitting  in  it,  with  a 

bo(  which  he  was  fwearing  to  ob- 

fo^  i  but  by  holding  up  the  right 


"  Guthrie,  n.  68.  t  Rymer*f  F«d.  «.  487. 

X  AnoDfmoiu  CorrelpeiKlcDt,  dating  Gray'i  Idd,  Not.  aStli,  i;8o. 
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The  callle  is  fquare ;  the  infide  only  eighty.feven  feet,  partly  ruinous^  partly  habit- 
able. At  three  of  the  corners  are  round  towers,  one  of  them  projects  very  little.  The 
entrance  is  towards  the  fea  at  prefent  by  a  fiair-cafe,  in  old  times  probably  by  a  draw- 
bridge, which  fell  from  a  little  gateway.  The  mafonry  appears  very  ancient,  the  tops 
battlemented.  This  pile  is  feated  on  a  rock,  who fe  fides  have  been  pared  to  raider  it 
precipitous,  and  to  make  it  conform..to  the  ihape  of  the  caflle. 

In  1307  this  caille  was  poflelfed  by  Alexander  Macdougal,  Lord  of  Argyle,  a  friend 
to  the  Englifh ;  but  was  that  year  reduced  by  Robert  Bruce,  when  Macdougal  fued  for  ■ 
peace  with  that  prince,  and  was  received  into  &vour  *, 

I  find,  about  the  year  1 455,  this  to  have  been  a  refidence  of  the  Lord  of  the  Iflea ;  for 
here  James  lad  Earl  of  Douglas,  after  his  defeat  iil  Annandale  f,  fled  to  Donald  the 
Regulus  of  the  time,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  take  arms,  and  carry  on  a  plundering  . 
war  againft  his  monarch  James  the  Second. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  caAle  is  a  ruined  chapel,  once  an  elegant  building,  and 
at  one  end  an  inclofure,  a  family  cemetry,  built  in  1740.  Oppoflte  to  thefe  is  a  high 
precipice,  ending  abrupt,  and  turning  fuddenly  toward  the  fouth-ead.  A  perfon  con- 
cealed in  the  recefe  of  the  rock,  a  Uttle  bey(»id  the  angle,  furprizes  friends  Rationed 
at  fome  diftance  beneath  the  precipice,  with  a  very  remarkable  echo  of  any  word,  or 
even  fentence  he  pronounces,  which  reaches  the  lad  diflind  and  unbroken.  The  re- 
petition is  fmgle,  but  remarkably  clear. 

Aug.  10.  After  br&tkfall  ride  along  the  edge  of  a  beautiful  bay,  with  the  borders 
fertile  in  fpots.  The  bear  almoft  ripe.  Crols  a  ferry  at  Connel,  or  Conf  hail,  or  the 
ragmg  flood,  from  a  furious  cataraa  of  falt-water  at  the  ebb  of  fpring  tides.  This 
place  is  the  difcharge  of  the  waters  of  Loch-etive  into  the  fea,  where  it  fuddenly  con* 
trads  to  a  fmall  br^th ;  and  immediatdy  above,  certain  rocks  jut  out,  which  more 
immediately  dired  the  vail  pent  up  waters  to  this  little  ftrait,  where  they  gufb  out  with 
amazing  violence,  and  form  a  hl\  of  near  t»i  feet. 

.  Loch-etive  runs  far  up  the  country,  and  receives  the  waters  of  Loch-aw  at  Bunaw, 
Here  is  at  times  a  confiderable  blmon  filhery,  but  at  prefent  very  poor.  See  at  a  dif- 
tsaccj  on  the  northern  bank,  the  fite  of  Ard-chattan,  a  priory  of  monks  of  Vallis 
Cauliura,  founded,  A.  D.  i2Co,  by  Duncan  Mac-coul,  anceuor  of  the  Macdougals  of 
Lorn.  Heo'e  Robert  Bruce  is  faid  to  have  held  a  parliament,  but  more  probably  a 
a>uncil ;  for  he  remained  loi^  mafter  of  this  country  before  be  got  entire  pofleflioa 
of  Scotland. 

A  mite  from  Conhel,  near  the  fhore,  is  Dun-Mac-Sniochain,  the  ancient  Beregonium, 
Borogomum.  The  foundation  of  this  dty,  as  it  is-  called,  is  attributed  by  apocryphal 
hiftory  to  Fergus  II.  and  was  called  the  chief  in  Scotland  for  many  ages  :  it  was  at  befl 
fiich  a  city  as  Csefar  found  in  our  ifland  at  the  time  of  his  invanon  i  an  oppidum,  or 
fiartified  town,  placed  in  a  thick  wood,  furrounded  with  a  rampart  and  fofs,  a  place  of 
retreat  from  invaders  \.  Along  the  top  of  the  beach  is  a  ralfed  mound,  the  defence 
againd  a  fudden  landing.  This,  from  the  idea  of  here  having  been  a  city,  is  dyled, 
Straid-a-mhargai,  or  market-dreet ;  within  this  are  two  rude  ered  columns,  about  fix 
feet  high,  and  nine  and  a  half  in  girth,  behind  thefe  a  pteat-mofs,  on  one  fide  a  range 
of  low  hills,  at  whofe  nearefl  extremity  is  an  entrenchment  called  Dun-valire.  On 
Ae  wedem  fide  of  the  morals  is  an  oblong  infulated  hill,  on  whofe  fummit,  the  country- 
people  fay  there  had  been  feven  towers,  I  could  only  perceive  three  or  four  excavations 
of  no  certain  form,  and  a  dike  around  them. 

*  BarbnuT.  f  Ltvei  of  tlie  Douglaffcs,  iot.  '  ' 
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In  mod  parts  of  the  hilt  are  dug  up  great  quantities  of  different  forts  of  putmces,  or 
fcoria  of  different  kinds :  of  them  one  is  the  pumex  cinerarius  }  the  other  the  P,  molarit 
of  Linnxus  ;  the  lall  very  much  refembling  fome  that  Mr.  Banks  ^voured  me  vith 
from  the  ifland  of  Iceland.  The  hill  is  doubtlefs  the  work  of  z  volcano,  of  which  this 
is  not  the  only  veftige'in  North  Britain. 

Ride  on  a  fine  road  to  Ard-muchnage,  the  feat  of  the  kte  Sir  Duncan  Campbell ;  a 
very  handfome  houfe,  and  well  iiniflied.  Sir  Duncan,  at  the  age  of  forty,  began  to 
plant,  and  lived  to  fee  the  extenlive  plantations  in  his  garden,  and  (»i  the  pi£turefquc 
hills  round  his  lands,  arrive  to  perfeflion.  The  country  about  rifes  into  a  lofty  but 
narrow  eminence,  now  finely  wooded,  extending  in  a  curvaturr ,  forming  one  fide  of  an 
enchanting  bay,  the  other  impending  over  the  fea. 

On  my  return  obferve,  near  the  hill  of  the  feyen  towers,  a  druidical  circle,  formed 
of  round  (tones  placed  clofe  together.  I'he  area  is  twenty-fix  feet  in  diameter;  and 
about  ten  feet  diftant  from  the  outfide  is  an  ere£t  pillar  feven  feet  high.  At  fuch  ftones 
as  thefe,  my  learned  friend,  the  late  Dr.  William  Borlafe  •,  remarks,  might  have  flood 
the  officers  of  the  high  prieft,  to  command  filence  among  the  people,  or  fome  inferior 
perfon  verfed  in  the  ceremonies,  to  obferve  that  none  were  omitted,  by  warning  the 
officiaitag  prieft,  in  cafe  any  efcaped  his  memory. 

Return,  and  lie  on  board. 

Auguft  1 1 .  Weigh  anchor  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Sail  by  the  back  of 
l.och-nel  hill,  forming  a  moft  beautiful  crefcent,  partly  cultivated,  partly  covered  with, 
•wood  to  the  fummit.  Land  near  the  north  end  of  the  ifle  of  Lifmore,  which  fs  about 
nine  miles  long,  one  and  a  half  broad,  and  contains,  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  f. 
It  derives  its  name  from  Liofmor,  or  the  great  garden  ;  but  tradition  fays  it  was  ori> 
ginally  a  great  deer  foreft;  and  as  a  proof,  multitudes  offtag  horns  of  uncommoafizeft 
ere  pei^etually  dug  tip  in  the  mofles.  At  prefent  there  is  fcarce  any  wood  ;  but  the 
leffer  vegetables  grow  with  uncommon  vigour.  The  chief  produce  of  the  land  is  bear 
and  oats  ;  the  fint  is  raifed  in  great  quantity,  but  abufed  by  being  diitilled  into  whifky. 
The  crops  of  oats  are  generally  applied  to  the  payment  of  rent  *,  fo  thai  the  inhabitants 
are  obliged  for  their  fubfidence  annually  to  import  much  meal. 

The  ground  has  in  moft  parts  the  appearance  of  great  futility,  but  Is  extremely  ill- 
managed,  and  much  impoveriftied  by  excefs  of  tillage,  and  n^le^  of  manure.  Pit  and 
rock  luarle  are  found  here.  The  whole  ifle  lies  aa  a  lime-ftcKie  rock,  which  in  many 
places  peeps  above  ground,  forming  long  feries  of  low  fliarp  ridges.  No  ufe  can  be 
made  of  this  as  a  manure  for  want  of  fuel  to  bum  it.  The  peat  here  is  very  bad,  bang 
mixed  with  eartli ;  it  muft  (irft  be  trampled  with  the  &et  into  a  conHfteoce ;  is  tbea 
formed  into  fmall  Sat  c^dces,  and  muft  afterwards  be  expofed  od  the  ground  to  dry. 

About  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  are  annually  exported,  which  are  at  prefent  remark- 
ably fmall :  they  feem  to  have  degeiurated,  for  I  faw  at  Ard-nmchnage  the  fkuU  of  an 
ox  dug  up  in  this  ifiand,  that  was  of  much  larger  dimenfions  than  any  now  livmg  in 
Great  Britain. 

Horfes  are  in  this  ifland  very  fliort-Hved :  they  are  ufed  when  about  two  or  three- 
years  old  ;  and  are  obferved  fooo  to  lofe  all  their  teeth.  Both  they  and  dK  cows  are 
houfed  during  winter,  and  fed  on  ftraw. 

Ottel^  arc  found  here  ;  but  neither  foxes,  hares,  nor  rats>  Mice  are  plentiful,  and 
yoy  deftniftive. 

There  are  three  ftnall  lakes :'  two  abound  with  fine  trout ;  the  tlurd  only  with  eels. 
Variety  of  the  duck  kind  frequent  thefe  waters  during  winter. 

*  Anliq,.  CornwalL  .  f  Or  between  900  «nd  icoo  examitfaUe  perEona. 
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"Walk  up  to  3  Danifti  fort :  at  prefent  the  height  is  reventcen  feet ;  within  the  wall  is 
a  gallery,  and  round  the  area  a  feat,  as  in  that  defcribed  in  Hay. 

Vifit  the  church,  now  a  mean  modern  building.  In  the  churchyard  are  two  or  three 
old  tombs,  with  clymores  engraven  on  them :  here  is  alfo  a  remarkable  tomb,  confiding 
of  nothuig  more  than  a  thick  log  of  oak.  This  fubftitute  for  a  gi-ave-ftone  mult  have 
been  in  this  country  of  great  antiquity,  there  being  no  word  in  the  Erfe  language  to 
exprefs  the  laft,  it  not  being  ftyled  leichd  liibidh,  a  grave  Jione,  but  darag  lithidh,  or  a 
^rave  log.  On  a  live  rock  are  cut  the  radii  of  a  dial,  but  the  index  is  loft.  On  another 
rock  16  a  fmall  excavatad  bafon,  perhaps  one  of  the  rock  bafons  of  Dr.  Borlafe,  in  times 
of  druidifm  ufed  for  religious  purpofes. 

This  ifland  bad  been  the  fite  of  the  bifliop  of  Argyle :  the  fee  was  disjoined  frpm  that 
of  Duokeld  about  the  year  1 300,  at  the  requeft  of  John  the  Englifhman  biihop  of  that 
diocefe.  There  are  no  reliques  of  the  cathedral  or  the  bifliop's  houfe,  whofe  refidence 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  latterly  in  the  callle  of  Achanduin,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Ule,  oppofite  to  Duart  in  Mull. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  are  poor,  are  much  troubled  with  fore  eyes,  and  in  the 
fpring  are  alHi£ted  with  a  coflivenefs  that  often  prov^  fatal.  At  that  feafoa  all  their 
provlAons  are  generally  confumed,  and  they  are  forced  to  lire  on  fhceps*  milk  boiled, 
to  which  the  dillett^r  is  attributed. 

The  iHe  of  Lifmore  forms  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  pariih  :  the  extent  is  not  to  be  com- 
prehended by  an  Engliihman.  From  the  point  of  Lifmore  to  the  extremity  of  Kmtoch- 
beg  is  forty-two  computed  iniles,  befides  nine  in  Kingerloch.  It  comprehends  this  iile, 
Appin  Duror,  Glenco,  Glencreran,  and  Kingerloch,  and  contains  three  thoufand  exa-  - 
minable  perfons,  under  the  care  of  one  miniuer  and  two  miffionaries. 

Get  on  board,  and  have  in  mid-channel  a  mod  delightful  view :  the  woods  of  Loch- 
nell}  the  houfe  of  Airds ;  beyond  is  the  caftle  of  EUenflalker,  feated  in  a  little  ifle ;  the 
country  of  Appin ;  the  vail  mountains  of  Lochaber ;  Dunolly,  Lifmore,  and  various 
other  ifles  of  grotefque  appearance  *.  To  the  fouth  appear  the  Slate  iilands,  Scarba, 
Jura,  and  Ilay  ;  and  to  the  weft,  Oranfay  and  Colonfay. 

Sail  between  loch  and  the  Maire  ifles,  leaving  the  notedSIateifland  of  Eufdale  to  the 
eaft,  and  clofe  to  it  Suil  and  Luing,  chiefly  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane : 
within  thefe  are  the  harbours  of  Eufdale,  of  Cuain,  between  Luing  and  Suil ;  Bardrife, 
off  Luing;  and  below  is  that  of  Black-muil  bay. 

Oppofite  to  Luing,  on  the  welt,  is  a  groupe  of  rough  little  ifles,  of  which  Plada  and 
Belna-hua  are  productive  of  flate.  In  the  broad  bafDO  t}etween  thefe  and  Luing  is  a ' 
inoft  rippling  tide ;  even  in  this  calm  forces  us  along  with  vaft  celerity  and  violence :  . 
the  whole  furface  difordered  with  eddies  and  whirlpools,  rifmg  firfl  with  furioas  boil- 
ings, driving  and  vanishing  with  the  current.  Anchor  under  the  ealt  fide,  beneath  the 
vaft  mountain  of  Scarba,  an  ifland  of  great  height,  about  five  miles  long,  chiefly  covered 
■with  heath ;  but  on  this  fide  are  fome  woods,  and  marks  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Macleane 
lives  on  this  fide,  and  fevours  us  with  a  vifit,  and  offers  his  fervice  to  fhew  us  the  cele- 
brated gulph  of  Corry-vrekm ;  which  we  did  not  wait  till  morning  to  fee,  as  our  ex- 
peQations  were  raifed  to  the  highefl  pitch,  and  we.  thought  of  nothing  lels  than  that  it 
would  prove  a  fecond  Mal-ftrom.  We  accordingly  took  a  molt  fetiguing  walk  up  the 
mountain,  through  heath  of  an  uncommon  tieight,  fwarming  with  grous.  We  arrived 
in  an  ill  hour,  tor  the  tide  did  not  fuit,  and  we  faw  little  more  than  a  very  ftrong 
current. 

*  Among  them  that  of  Dunifuire. 
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Auguft  I  a.  This  morning  we  take  boat,  and  after  rowing  two  miles,  land  and  walk 
along  the  rocks  till  we  reach  a  fit  place  for  furveying  this  phsenomenon.  The  channel 
between  this  ifle  and  Jura  is  about  a  mile  broad,  expofed  to  the  weight  ofthe  Atlantic, 
which  pours  in  its  waters  here  with  great  force,  their  courfe  being  direded  and  confined 
by  the  found  between  Colonfay  and  Mull.  The  tide  had  at  this  time  made  two  hoars 
flood,  and  ran  with  a  furious  current,  great  boilings,  attended  with  much  foam  *,  and  in 
many  places  formed  confiderable  whirlpools.  On  the  fide  of  jura  the  current  dafhes, 
as  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  againfl  fome  funk  rocks.  It  forms  there  a  moll  dreadful 
back'tide,  which  in  tempers  catches  up  the  veflels  that  the  whirlpools  fling  into  it ;  fo 
that'  almoH:  certain  defl:ru€lion  attends  thofe  that  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  forc^  in  at 
thofe  feafons.  It  was  our  ill-luck  to  fee  it  in  a  very  pacific  ftate,  and  pallable  without  the 
lead  hazard. 

The  chief  whirlpool  lies  on  the  Scarba  fide,  near  the  weft  end.  Here,  as  that  ikilful 
pilot  Mr.  Murdock  Mackenzie  afibred  me,  it  is  of  various  depths,  viz.  36, 47,  83  and  91 
^thorns,  and  at  fome  places  un&thomable :  the  tranfitions  fudden,  trom  the  leil'er  tO' 
the  greater  depths  :  the  bottom  all  ftiarp  rocks  with  vaft  chafms  between  ;  and  a  ia- 
thomUfs  one  where  the  greateft  vortex  lies,  from  which,  to  the  eaftem  end  of  Scarbv, 
dofe  to  fhore,  the  depth  are  13,  9,  t2.  -~ 

There  is  another  whirlpool  off  a  little  ifle  on  the  weft  end  of  Jura,  which  contributes 
to  the  horrors  of  the  place.  In  great  ftorms  the  tides  run  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  an 
■  hour  ;  the  height  ofthe  boilings  are  faid  to  be  dreadful,  and  the  whole  rage  of  the  wa- 
ters unfpeakable.  It  is  not  therefisre  wondeHiil  that  there  fhoutd  have  been  here  a  cha> 
pel  of  the  Virgin,  whofe  afliftance  was  often  invoked,  for  my  hiftorian  t  fays,  that  fhe 
worked  numbers  of  miracles,  doubtlefsly  in  favour  of  diftreffed  mariners. 

Scarba  contains  forty  inhabitants.  Mr.  Mac-leane,  the  proprietor,  refides  here. 
"When  he  favoured  us  with  his  company,  he  came  with  two  of  his  fonsand  then- tutor; 
for  in  North  Britain  there  is  no  gentleman  of  ever  fo  fmalt  an  eftate,  but  ftriitly  attends 
to  the  education  of  his  children,  as  the  fure  foundation  of  their  future  fortune.  A 
p^rfon  properly  qualified  and  eafily  procured  at  a  cheap  rate  attends  in  the  fiimily,  where 
the  father  fees  that  juftice  is  done  to  them,  at  far  lefs  expence  than  if  he  fent  them  to 
diftant  fchools. 

Leave  Scarba ;  pafs  between  Nether-Lorn  and  the  I'fles  of  Luing  and  Suil  to  the  eaft, 
and  of  Toracy  and  Shuna  to  the  weft,  all  inhabited,  aiid  the  firft  almoft  covered  with 
excellent  com.  In  Tonicy  is  an  ancient  tower  once  belonging  to  the  great  Mac-donald, 
who  made  it  his  half-way  hunting  feat  in  his  progrefs  from  Caniyre  to  his  nonhun 
ifles  ;  for  which  reafon  it  was  called  Dog  caftle ;  and  here  he  made  it  a  moft  laudable 
rule  to  refide  till  he  had  fpent  the  whole  of  his  revenue  cotlefled  in  the  neighbourhood. 
According  to  the  report  {,  thefe  illes  and  part  of  the  neighbouring  mainland  form  a 
parifh,  whofe  church  is  in  Suil. 

Take  boat ;  turn  at  the  point  of  Suil,  am  carried  by  a  rapid  tide  through  the  gut  of 
,Cuan  ;  vifit  Eufdale,  the  noted  flate  ifland,  whofe  length  is  about  half  a  mile,  and  com- 
pofed  entirely  of  flate,  interfefled*  and  in  fome  parts  covered,  with  whin-ftone,  to  the 
thicknefs  of  fixteen  feet:  the  ftratum  of  flate  is  thirty-fix,  dipping  quick  fouth-eaft  to 
north-weft.  In  order  to  be  raifed,  it  is  at  firft  blafted  with  powder ;  the  greater  pieces . 
are  then  divided,  carried  off  in  wheel-barrows,  and  laltly  fpUt  into  the  merchantable 

*  From  iti  varied  colours  it  ia  called  Coire-bhreacarD,  or  the  fpotted  or  pUidcd  cauldron. 
t  Fordun,  lib.  11.  c.  10. 

i  Made  by  the  gentleman  fcQt,  ia  1760,  by  order  ofthe  General  Aficmblf,  to  iofpeft  the  Sate  of  religioQ 
in  the  illaod3,&e.  MS. 
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fizes,  from  eifrhteen  by  fourteen  inches,  to  nine  by  fix,  and  p:'^  »"  ^°^T^  "  the  price 
of  twenty  ftiillings  per  thoufaod.  About  two  millions  and  a  half  ar.'  fyld  annuallyto 
England,  Norway,  Canada,  and  the  Weft  Indies.  In  the  flates  are  multitu*;*®  *V  f "  ."^ 
pyrita.  In  one  place,  about  ftxcecn  feet  abo¥e  high-water-mark,  juft  over  the  llai,"*** "^ 
arhick  bedof  fmall  fragments,  worn  fmooth,asif  by  the  aftion  of 'he  waves,  and  mixed 
with  them  are  multitudes  of  the  common  fea  fhells  ^  a  proof  of  the  vaft  retreat  of  thie 
oct'an  in  thefe  parts.    - 

There  are  many  other  good  flate  quarries  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  on  the  iiles  of 
Suil,  Luing,  Balna-hua,  and  Kerrera,  and  fome  few  oppofite  to  them  on  the  coaft  of 
Nether-Lom. 

The  boat  takes  us  the  loigth  of  the  weftem  fide  of  Suil.  At  the  Aorth  point,  turn 
into  Clachan  Firth,  the  narroweft  ftrait  I  ever  was  in,  dividing  that  ifland  from  Lom^ 
in  parts  fo  contrafted  as  would  admit  the  flinging  an  arch  from  Ihore  to  (hore.  The 
depth  is  very  various  :  in  fome  parts  fifty  ^thorns  ;  in  others  fo  fliallow  as  to  be  ford- 
able  at  the  ebb  of  fpring-tides.  On  the  banks  of  the  ifland  and  mainland,  the  flrata  oF 
ftone  rife  in  form  of  walls,  of  a  great  height,  and  not  above  two  feet  and  a  half  thicfe» 
extending  far,  fo  as  eafily  to  be  miftaken  for  the  bounds  of  an  inclofure. 

Arrived  in  the  beautifiil  bay  of  Ard-maddie,  or  the  height  of  the  wolves.  A  houfe 
fmal),but  elegant,  ftands  in  front,  and  the  fides  of  the  bay  high,  entirely  cloathed  with, 
woud.  Here  I  find  the  kindefl  welcome  from  my  worthy  acquaintance.  Captain  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  tenant  here  to  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  who,  with  the  utmoft  triendfhip, 
during  the  voyage  charged  himfelf  with  the  care  of  my  groom  and  my  horfes.  Here- 
1  alfo  took  leave  of  Mr.  Archibald  Thompfon,  whofe  attention  to  the  obje^s  of  my 
enquiries,  obliging  conduct  throughout,  and  fkill  in  his  prbfeflion,  demand  my  warmeft 
acluiowled^'ments.  Thus  ended  this  voyage  of  amufemeot,  fuccefsful  and  fati&fa^ory 
in  every  part,  unlefs  where  embittered  r^ith  reSedions  on  the  fafTerings  of  my  fellow* 
creatures.  Gratitude  forbids  my  filence  refpeOing  the  kind  reception  I  univerfally-met 
with  ;  or  the  a^ive  ztal  of  every  one  to  facilitate  my  purfuits;  or  the  liberal  commuo 
nication  of  every  fpecies  of  information,  ufefu  1  or  entertaining. 

I  retired  to  my  chamber,  filled  with  refleiWons  on  the  various  events  of  my  voyage; 
and  every  fcene  by  tuiTis  prefented  ilfelf  before  my  imagination.  As  foon  as  my  eyes 
were,  clt^d,  I  difcovered  that  **  the  Dumber  of  the  body  was  but  the.  waking  of  the 
foul*."  All  I  had  fe«i  appeared  to  have  been  dtdl  and  clouded  to  my  apprehenfion, 
ferving  to  evince  *'that  our  waking  conceptions  do  not  match  the  fancies  of  our  fldepf." 
I  imagined  myfelf  again  gently  warted  down  the  found  of  Mull,  bounded  on  each  fide 
by  tlie  former  domini<His  of  mighty  chieftains,  or  of  heroes  immortalized  in  the  verfe  o£ 
OfHan.    My  buTy  fancy  was  worked  into  a  fpecies  of  enthunafa>,  and  for  a  time  it 

Bodied  roKh. 
The  Formi  of  things  unfcnoiva  ; 
Turned  them  to  fhape,  and  ga*e  to  u'ry  nothmg 
A  local  babhatbo  asd  a  naniK.  ' 

A  figure,  drefTed  in  the  garb  of  an  ancient  warrior,  floated  in  the  air  before  me :  his 
target  and  his  clymore  feemed  of  no  common  fize,  and  fpoke  the  former  ftrength  of 
the  hero.  A  graceful  vigour  was  apparent  in  bis  countenance*  notwilhftanding  time 
had  robbed  him  of  part  of  his  locks,  and  given  to  the  remainder  a  venerable  hoarineis. 
As  foon  as  he  had  fixed  my  attention,  he  thus  feemed  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  me  *. 

*  Browa'*  R«}i(tD  Mcrfici.  |  Ibi^ 

»  J  V  Stranger,        , 
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"_  Stranger,  thy  pur-o{g  \^  not  unknown  to  me ;  I  have  attended  thee  (Invifible)  ia 
all  thy  voyage  ;  ^jyg  fympathifed  with  thee  in  the  rifing  tear  at  the  mifery  of  my  once- 
loved  cou^'ry  .  and  fighs,  fuch  as  a  fpirit  can  emit,  have  been  faithful  echoes  to  thofe 
°fuiy  corporeal  frame.  ■ 

*'  Know,  that  in  the  days  of  my  exiftence  on  earth  I  poflefled  an  ample  portion  of  the 
trad  thou  feell  to  the  north.  I  was  the  dread  of  the  neighbouring  chieftains ;  the  de- 
light of  n\y  people,  their  proteftor,  their  friend,  their  father  :  no  injury  they  ever  re- 
ceived paffed  unrevenged  ;  for  no  one  excelled  me  in  conferring  beneBts  on  my  clan,  or 
in  repaying  infults  on  thar  enemies.  A  thoufand  of  my  Idndred  followed  me  in  arms, 
wherefoever  I  commanded.  Their  obedience  was  to  me  implicit,  for  my  word  was  to 
thetti  a  law  ;  my  name  the  mofl:  facred  of  oaths.  I  was  (for  nothing  now  can  be  con- 
cealed) fierce,  arrogant,  defpotic,  irritable  :  my  padions  were  ftrong,  my  anger  tremen- 
dous ^  yet  I  had  the  arts  of  conciliating  the  affe&onsof  my  people,  and  was  the  darling 
of  a  numerous  braved  They  knew  the  love  I  bore  them  :  they  faw,  on  a  thoufiuid  oc- 
calions,  the  (trongefl  proofs  of  my  affection.  In  the  day  of  battle  I  have  covered  the 
weak  with  my  fhield,  and  laid  at  my  feet  their  hofUle  antagonifts.  The  too  grateful 
valfal,  in  return,  in  the  next  conftift,  has  fprung  before  me,  and  received  in  his  ottTi 
bofom  the  fliaft  that  has  been  levelled  at  mine.  In  retreats  from  over-powering  num. 
bers,  I  was  ever  lad:  in  the  field.  I  alone  have  kept  the  enemy  at  bay,  and  purchafed 
I'afety  for  my  people  with  a  hundred  wounds. 

'  "  In  the  lliort  intervals  of  peace  my  hall  was  filled  with  my  friends  and  kindred :  my. 
hofpitality  was  equal  to  my  deeds  of  arms  ;  and  hecatombs  of  beeves  and  deer  covered 
my  rude  but  welcome  tables.  My  neareft  relations  fat  next  to  me.  And  then  fucceeded 
the  braved:  of  my  clan  j  and  below  them,  the  emulous  youth  leaned  forward  to  hear 
the  gallant  recital  of  our  pad  adions.  Our  bards  rehearfcd  the  valiant  deeds  of  our 
great  anceftors,  and  iofiamed  our  valour  by  ^e  fublimity  of  their  rerfe,  accompanied 
with  the  infpiring  found  of  the  ear-piercing  peebirechts. 

"  The  crowds  of  people  that  attended  at  an  humble  diflance  partook  of  my  bounty: 
their  families  were  my  care ;  for  I  beheld  in  their  boys  a  future  fupport  of  the  greatnefs 
of  my  houfe,  an  hereditary  race  of  warriors. 

'*  My  numerous  kindred  lived  on  lands  tha  gift  of  my  Aidant  progenitors,  who  took 
care  to  plant  their  children  near  the  main  (lock  :  the  cions  took  firm  root,  and  proved 
in  after-times  a  grateful  fhelter  to  the  parent  tree,  againfl  the  fury  of  the  feverefl  florms. 
Thefe  I  confidered,  not  as  niercenary  tenants,  but  as  the  friends  of  good  and  of  adverfe 
fijrtune.  Their  tenures  were  eafy,  their  duchai*  inviolate  :"  I  found  my  intereft  inter- 
woven with  theirs.  In  fupport  of  our  mutual  welfere,  they  were  endiled  to  keep  a  be- 
coming hofpitality.  They  cherifhed  their  neighbouring  dependents ;  and  could  rccnve 
my  vifits  in  turn  with  a  well-covered  board. 

**  Strong  fidelity  and  warm  friendfhip  reigned  among  us-,  diflurbed  perhaps  by  the 
momentary  gulls  of  my  pafTions :  the  fun  that  warmed  them  might  experience  a  fhort 
obfcurity ;  but  the  cloud  foon  palTed  away,  and  the  beams  of  love  returned  with  im- 
proved advantage.  J  lived  beloved  and  revered  :  I  attained  the  fulnefs  of  years  and  of 
glory  ;  and  finifhed  my  courfe,  attended  to  my  grave  with  the  full  coranUb  of  my  la- 
menting people. 

**  My  progeny  for  a  time  fupported  the  great  and  mid  magnificence  of  the  feudal 
ra'gn.    Their  diftance  from  court  unfortunately  prevented  them  from  knowing  that 

•  From  <lulhaich,  iiati»e  country.  Thfj  held  their  farms  at  a  fmall  rent,  from  father  to  Ton,  by  a  kind 
of  prefcribed  right,  which  the  Highlaadtn  called  ^ntloH.  Thii  tenure,  in  the  feudal  tinci,  wai  eftcemed 
Tacrcd  ud  iBiiouble. 
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tfwy  bad  a  fupenor ;  and  their  ideas  of  loyalty  were  regulated  only  6y  the  re(|)eCk  or 
attention  paid  to  their  fancied  independency.  Their  valfeb  were  happy  or  i[niferable, 
according  to  the  difpofition  of  the  little  monarch  of  the  time.  Two  c«iturieE,  from  my 
days,  had  etapfed  before  their  greainefs  knew  its  final  period.  The  Ihacklcs  of  the 
feudal  government -were  at  length  flruck  off,  and  poflibly  happinefs  was  anooanced  to 
•he  raeaneft  va6at.  The  target,  the  dirk,  and  the  clymore,  too  long  abufed,  were 
wrefted  from  our  hands,  and  we  w6re  bid  to  learn  the  arts  of  peace,  to  fprdid  the  net, 
to  flioot  the  (huttte,  or  to  cultivate  the  ground. 

**  The  mighty  chieftains,  the  brave  and  difinter^ed  hefoes  of  old  times,  by  a  moll 
violent  and  furprifing  transformation,  at  once  funk  into  rapacious  landlords ;  determined 
to  compenfote  the  lofs  of  power  with  the  iacreafe  of  revenue  i  to  exchange  the  warm 
aSefUona  of  their  people  for  fordid  trnlh.  Their  vifits,  to  thofe  of  their  forefathers, 
are  like  the  furveys  of  a  crurl  land-jobber,  attended  by  a  fet  of  quick-fighted  vultures, 
fkilled  in  pointing  out  the  moft  exquifite  methods  of  oppr^ffion,  or  to  inflruft  them  in 
Ihe  art  of  exhaulKng  their  purfes  of  fums  to  be  wafted  in  didant  lands.  Like  the  taflc- 
maflei*  of  £gypt,  they  require  them  to  make  brick  without  ftraw.  They  leave  them 
in  their  primaeval  poverty,  unindrufted  in  any  art  for  thdr  future  fupport ;  deprived 
of  the  wonted  refources  of  the  hofpiialiiy  of  their  lord,  or  the  plendful  boards  of  his- 
numerous  friends.  They  experience  an  inllantdneous  defertion  y  are  flung  at  once  into 
a  new  ftate  of  life,  and  demand  the  fodering  hand  as  much  as  the  moft  infant  colony. 
When  I  hover  Over  our  vales,  I  fee  the  fame  nakednefa  exifl,  (he  fitmemifcry  in  habita- 
ti(Xi,  the  fame  idle  difpnAtion.  W.^uld  I  could  have  feen  the  fame  fpirit  and  vigour  as 
in  days  of  yore  I  But  the  powers  of  their  fouls  are  funk  with  oppreflion,  and  thofe  of 
their  bodies  loft  with  want.  They  look  up  in  defpair  at  our  deferted  caftles ;  and,  worn 
cut  with  famine  and  difeafe,  drop  into  an  unnoticed  grave. 

*'  The  ties  of  affedion  amongfl  relations  are  now  no  more ;  no  diftindion  is  at  pre- 
fent  made  betwixt  proximity  of  blood  and  the  moft  diftant  ftranger.  Intereft  alone 
creates  the  priference  of  man  to  man.  The  ihonfands  that  with  joy  expeded  the  return 
of  their  chieftain,  now  retire  with  fullen  grief  into  their  cottages  ;  or,  in  Ihtle  groupes, 
exprefs  their  rage  in  curS?s  both  loud  and  deep.  No  vaflkl  now  fprings  to  receive  the 
'  weapon  levelled  at  the  breaft  of  the  lord,  but  rather  wifhes  to  plant  his  own  in  thebofom 
(rf  the  oppreflbr. 

"  The  aricient  native,  full  of  the  idea  of  the  manly  look  of  the  warriors  and  friends 
of  his  youth,  is  loft  in  admrration  at  the  degenerate  progeny  t  feature  and  habit  are 
changed  ;  the  one  effeminated,  the  other  become  ritliculous  by  adopting  the  idle  fa^ 
ftiions  of  foreign  climes  :  loft  to  the  love  of  their  country  !  loft  to  all  the  fweet  afFefttona 
of  patriarchal  life !  What  then,  may  I  fay,  are  the  fruits  of  your  travels  ?  What  arts 
have  you  brought  home,  that  wili  ferve  to  bring  fubfiftence  to  your  people  ?  To  re- 
compence  them  for  your  drafted  revenues?  What  to  clothe  the  naked  ?  To  feed  the 
hungry  ?  To  fumilh  them  with  more  comfortable  protection  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  ?  They  require  no  great  matters  ;  a  fmall  portion  of  raiment,  a  little  meal. 
With  fad  companion  they  learn,  that  chieftains  ftill  exift,  who  make  iheir  people  their 
care  ;  and  with  envy  they  hear  of  the  Improving  ftate  of  the  vaffals  of  an  Argyle,  an 
Atbol,  a  Breadalbane,  and  a  Bute. 

«  Return  to  your  country  :  inf<«rm  them  with  your  prefence  j  reftore  them  to  the 
laudable  part  of  the  ancient  maimerB  ;  eradicate  the  bad.  Bring  them  ioftruftore,  and 
they  would  learn.  Teach  them  wts  adapted  to  their  climate ;  they  would  brave  the 
fury  of  our  feas  in  fifhing.  Send  them  materials  for  the  coarfer  manufaftures ;  they 
woald  with  patience  hi  down  to  the  loom  ;,  they  would  weave  the  fails  to  waft  your 
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navies  to  vidory;  and- part  of  them  rejoice  to  fhare  the  glory  in  the  moll:  dUlaat 
combats.  Sele£t  a  portion  of  them  for  the  toils  of  the  ocean  :  make  your  levies,  en- 
roll them;  difciplinetthem  under  able  veterans,  and  fend  annually  to  our  ports 
the  fmaller  veflels  of  your  tremendous  navy.  Truft  them  with  fwords,  and  a  fmall  re- 
taining pay.  If  you  have  doubts,  eftablifti  a  place  d*armes,  in  vacant  times,  the  depo- 
fite  of  their  veapons,  under  proper  ganifon.  They  would  fubmit  to  any  reftriflioDfi  ; 
and  think  no  reflraints,  founded  on  the  fafety  of  the  whole,  an  infringement  of  liberty, 
or  an  invafion  of  property.  Legiflature  has  given  them  their  manumiffion  ;  and  they 
BO  longer  confider  themfelves  as  part  of  the  live  flock  of  their  chieftain.  Draft  them 
to  diftant  climes,  and  they  will  facrifice  their  lives  in  the  jud  caufe  of  government  with 
as  much  zeal  as  their  fore-&thers  did  under  the  tawlefs  dire^ion  of  my  valiant  anceftors. 
Limit  only  the  time  of  their  war^re ;  fweeten  it  only  with  the  hopes  of  a  return  to  their 
native  country,  and  they  will  become  willing  fubftitutes  for  their  Southern  brethren. 
Occupied  in  the  (oft  arts  of  peace,  t^cXe  Ihould  extend  your  manu&dures ;  and  thefe 
would  defend  your  commerce.  Perfuade  their  governors  to  experience  their  zeal ;  and 
let  courtly  favour  rife  and  fall  with  thdr  anions.  Have  not  tboufands  in  the  late  war 
proved  their  fmcerity  ?  Have  not  thoufands  expiated  with  their  blood  the  folly  of  re- 
bellion, and  the  crimes  of  their  parents  ? 

"  If  you  will  totally  nc$;le£t  tbem ;  if  you  will  not  refide  among  them ;  if  you  will 
not,  by  your  example,  inurud  them  in  the  fcience  of  rural  oeconomy,  nor  caufe  them 
to  be  taught  the  ufefiil  arts:  if  you  cannot  obtain  leave  for  them  to  devote  themfelves  to 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  by  deeds  of  arms ;  do  not  at  leafl:  drive  them  to  defpatr, 
by  oppreOion :  do  not  force  them  into  a  diQant-land,  and  necelhtate  them  to  fedt  tran- 
quillity by  a  meafure  which  was  once  deemed  the  punifttment  of  themofl  atrocious  crimi- 
nals.  Do  not  be  guilty  of  treafon  againfl  your  country,  by  dejHiving  it  of  multitudes  of 
ufeful  members,  wbofe  defence  it  may  too  foon  want,  againft  our  natural  enemies.  Do 
not  create  a  new  fpecie»  of  difafieftion  ;  and  let  it  not  receive  a  more  exalted  venom,  in 
a  continent  replete  with  tiK  moil  dangerous  kind.  Extremes  of  change  are  always  the 
worft.  How  dreadful  will  be  the  once>exiflent  folly  of  Jacobitifm,  transformed  into  the 
accurfed  fpirit  of  political  libertinifm  ! 

**  Leave  them  (if  you  will  do  no  more)  but  the  bare  power  of  exiAence  in  th«r  na- 
tive coimtry,  and  they  will  not  envy  you  your  new  luxuries.  Wafte  your  hours  in  the 
lap  of  diflipation ;  refign  yourfelf  up  to  the  fafcinuibns  of  Acrafla  (  and  fport  in  the 
bower  of  blifs.  Coyer  your  tables  with  delicacies,  at  the  expence  of  your  forailhed 
clans.  Think  not  of  the  wretches,  at  thofe  feafone,  leaft  your  appetite  for  the  bon 
tfouvm  be  palled,  and  you  fpel  a  momentary  remorfe  for  death  occafioned  by  ye,  ye 
jthoughtlefs  deferters  of  your  people !  With  ^1  my  failings,  I  exult  in  innocence  of  fuch 
crimes  i  and  feliciute  myfelf  on  my  aerial  (late,  capable  of  withdrawing  from  the  fight 
ef  miferies  I  cannot  alleviate,  and  «f  oppreffions  J  cannot  prevent." 
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Drummond, 

'7 

Lincladen,  and  back  to  Dumfiies, 

3 

Loch-Lomond, 

4 

Drumlanrig, 

Buchannan, 

,   3 

Morton-caltle  4,  DurlTdeer  2, 

GUfgow,  ^ 

20 

Drumlanrig  3, 

9 

Greenock,  by  land. 

31 

Lead-hills, 

>3 

VOYAGE. 

Miln. 

Mila. 

Moont  Stuart,  in  the  ille  of  Bute, 

16 

Port  Freebaim,  in  the  Me  of  Hay, 

7 

Cil-chattan  hill. 

J 

Brotaiag, 

3 

Kingarth  manfe  2,  Rothelay  5, 

/■ 

Killarow, 

9 

St.  Ninian's-Point,      , 

3i 

Sunderland, 

9 

Inch-Mamoc, 

1} 

Sanneg  cove,  and  back  to  Sunder* 
land. 

Loch-Tarbat, 

12 

10 

Loch-Ranza, 

14 

Fort  Free-bairn, 

18 

Brodiccaftle, 

12 

Oranfay, 

■S 

Fin-tnac-cuil's  cave,  and  back  to 

Killoran,  in  Coloniay, 

9 

Brodic, 

22 

Port  Olamfay, 

I 

^k-michel,  DunBon,  and  again. 

Jona, 

18 

to  Brodic, 

10 

Cannay, 

«3 

Lamlafli  ifle. 

6 

Loch-Sgriofart,  m  Rum, 
Point  of  Slate,  in  Skie, 

12 

Craig  of  Ailfa, 

24. 

18 

Campbeltown, 

22 

Mac-kinnon's  callle. 

i4 

6 

Sconfer, 

tz. 

Bar, 

12 

Talylkir, 

ll 

Gigha  ille. 

6 

Loch-Biacadale, 

* 

Small  iflesof  Jura, 

15 

Crofs  the  loch. 

« 

Ardfin, 

4 

Dunvegan, 

S 

Paps  of  Jura, 

10 

Kinglburgh, 

K± 
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Mne.. 

Dun-Tuilm» 

IS 

Ard-na-murchan  point. 

Loch-Broom, 

s» 

Tobir-moire  bay,  in  Mull, 

Little  Loch  Broom, 

15 

Arcs, 

DundonncI, 

3 

Caftle-Duart, 

Loch-maree,  the  Eaft  end. 

18 

Dunftaffage, 

Loch-maree,  the  Weft  end,. 

i3 

Beregonium, 

Pol-ewe,  1,  Gairioch,  6, 

7 

Ard-muchnage, 

M?.c-mnon'scaftie, 

42 

Duaftaffage, 

Gien-elg, 

9 

Lifmore, 

Glen  beg,  and  back  to  Glen-elg, 

6 

Scarba, 

Loch-Jurn,  extremity  of. 

44 

Ardmaddie, 

Arnifdate, 

ID 

Circuit  round-Sull,  &c. 

Ifle  Oranfay, 

12 

MUtt, 

40 

9 

8 

12 

■  10 


6 

4 
18 


A  TOUR  IN  SCOTLAND,  ?^c.-PART  IL 


ADVERTKEMENT. 

THIS  fecond  part  brings  my  joumies  of  1769  and  177a  to  a  Cimchifion.    I  beg 

leave  to  return  thanks  to  the  feveral  gentlemen  who  gave  themfelves  the  trouble  of  fup- 

plying  me  with  materials,  and  with  variety  of  remarks  and  ftriftures  that  have  ferved 

to  correct  the  many  miftakes  I  may  have  committed.     I  hold  myfelf  peculiarly  indebted' 


-  Frazer,  Efq.  of  Invemefs  j 


and  fuf  erlaiively  to 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Mac.intyre,of  Glenurchie; 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Fergufon,  of  Mouline  j 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Biflfet,  of  Logierait ; 

John  Machenzie,  Efq.  of  Delvin ; 

Mr.  Thomas  Marfliall  of  Perth ; 

Dr.  Drummood ; 

ITie  Rev.  Mr.  Duff,  of  Tibbirmoor  j 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Meigle ; 

John  Haliburton,  Efq.  of  Dundee  ; 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  of  Aberbrothic  ; 

Patrick  Scott,  Efq.  of  Roffie  ; 

Mr.  Aleiander  Chriflie,  late  Provoft  of  Montrofs  j. 

Roberl  Barclay,  Efq.  of  Urie ; 

Profeflbr  Watfon  of  St.  Andrews  ; 

George  Skene,  Efq.  of  Carefton  j 

Mr.  James  Gillies,  of  Brechin  ; 

George  Chalmers,  Efq.  of  Dumferline  j 

Mr.  George  Allan,  of  Darlington. 
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I  muft  apologize  lo  the  public  for  fo  haftily  pafling  over  two  places  of  which  ampler 
accounts  might  have  been  expefted.  I  have  lived  fo  long  in  Chefter  ihat  a  more 
minute  hiftory  of  it  ought  to  have  been  given  ;  bat  after  ail,  it  would  have  feemed  tri- 
vial^  on  the  appearance  of  the  labours  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Foot  Gower,  which  the  Public 
has  very  long  expefted.  I  ihall  rejoice  on  a  future  occafion  to  have  opportunity  of 
drawing  frcm  fo  rich  a  magazine,  a  variety  of  materials  for  a  farther  elucidation  of  the 
refpedlable  capital  of  fo  refpeftable  a  county. 

I  wilh  I  could  affign  as  good  a  reafon  for  my  worfe  than  negleft  of  the  venerable 
Lincoln.  When  I  pafled  through  it  in  1769, 1  muft  have  been  planet-ftruck,  not  to 
have  obferved  the  amazing  beauties  of  the  externa!  as  well  as  internal  architec- 
ture of  the  cathedral.  I  could  not  ftjfle  my  remorfe.  Laft  year  I  haftened  thi- 
ther ;  and  with  all  figns  of  contrition,  made  the  amende  honerable  before  the  great  door. 
1  ti-uft  that  my  penitence  was  accepted  by  the  whole  chapter.  A  recantation  of  the 
little  refpeft  I  payed  to  its  external  elegance  will  be  a  fubjeft  of  a  future  volume,  a 
Tour  through  the  eaflem  parts  of  the  Mercian  kingdom. 

Downing,  March.  I.  1776.  l-ROMAS  PENNANT. 

For  numbers  of  correflions  in  the  prcfent  edition  I  am  obliged  to  friendly  ftrlftures  I 
received  from  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Baronet,  of  Hails.  T.  P. 

Downing,  Pec.  26, 1790. 


Part  II. 

AUGUST  15.  Pafs  this  day  at  Ard  maddie.  Tlie  houfe  commands  a  beautiful 
view  of  the  bay,  and  the  ifle  of  Suil,  where  the  parifh  church  and  the  manfe  of  the 
minifter  of  the  parilh  are  placed,  acceffible  at  alt  times,  hy  reafon  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  channel  of  Clachan.  This  trad  is  hilly,  finely  wooded  near  the  houfe,  and  on  the 
adjacent  part  of  the  Ihore ;  contains  about  eleven  hundred  examinable  perfons,  and 
abounds  with  cattle.  A  quarry  of  white  marble,  veined  with  dull  red,  is  found  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  bay. 

This  parilh  lies  in  Nether-Lorn,  a  djftrift  of  the  vaft  county  of  Argyle.  Thefe  di- 
vifioos  (iox  there  are  three  Lorns)  were,  in  the  time  of  Robert  Bruce,  poflefled  by  the 
Mac-dougals,  exponents  of  that  prince  ;  pafted  from  them  to  the  Stuarts;  but  in  the 
'  fifteenth  century  were  transferred  •  into  the  family  of  rfie  Campbells,  by  the  mar- 
riages of  three  co-heireffes,  daughters  of  the  laft  Stuart,  Lord  of  Lorn.  Sir  Colin  of 
Glenurchie,  furnamed  the  black,  took  to  Iiis  ftiare  Ifabel  the  eldeft ;  difpofed  of  the 
fecond  to  his  half  brother  Archibald;  and  referved  for  his  nephew  (Colin,  firftEarl  of 
-Argyle,  then  under  his  guardianfliip)  the  youngeft  Marrate  Na  Nhaghn,  or  Margaret 
the  Rhymer. 

This  county  was  part  of  the  ancient  Ergadia,  or  Jarghael,  or  land  of  the  weftem 
Caledonians,  which  extended  as  far  as  Gairloch,  in  the  (hire  of  Rols.  It  formed  part 
of  the  dominions  of  the  old  Scots,  whofe  kingdom  reached  from  the  Firth  of  Clyde, 
along  the  whole  coaft,  even  as  far  as  Dungfby  head  in  Caithnefs  f. 

Auguft  14.  Leave  Am-maddie.  Ride  along  a  fine  road,  for  fome  time  by  the 
fide  of  an  arm  of  the  fea,  called,  from  the  plenty  of  fliells,  Loch-fuchan.    Go  by  a 

*  MS.  Hlft>  of  the  Campbells.  \  Dodor  Macpherfon,  334. 

3  A  a  heap 
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heap  of  ftones,  called  Cairn-Alpine,  becaufe  from  hence  the  bodies  of  ihe  AlpinJadep,  or 
fucceflbrs  of  that  monarch,  were  embarked  for  interment  in  the  facred  ground  of  Juna. 
After  quitting  this  loch  arrive  in  a  barren  tratl  of  black  heathy  Ian  J,  enlivened  how 
and  then  with  fome  pretty  lakes^  Reach  the  banks  of  I.och-Aw,  where  that  fine 
water  is  contrafted  to  the  breadth  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  Am  wafted  over 
In  a  horfe  boat ;  land  on  a  fpot  ftyled  Port-fonnachan,  and  after  about  ten  miles  riding, 
pafs  between  hills,  finely  planted  with  feveral  forts  of  trees,  fuch  as  Wcymouih  pineF,  &c. 
and  reach  the  town  and  caftle  of  Inveraray  •,  feated  on  a  foiail  but  beautiful  plain,  of 
the  fide  of  Loch-Fine.  Thishad  long  been  the  feat  of  the  Campbells.  It  was  inhabited 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  fourteenth  century  by  Colin,  furnamed  Jongallach,  or  the 
Wonderful,  on  account uf  his  marvellous  exploits;  and,  I  may  add,  his  odd  whims-: 
among  which,  and  not  the  lead,  may  be  reckoned  the  bu  rning  of  his  houfe  at  Inveraray 
on  receiving  a  vifit  from  the.  O'Neiles  of  Ireland,  that  he  might  have  pretence  to  enter- 
tain his  illultrious  guefls  in  his  magnificent  field  equipage.  The  great  tower,  which 
was  {landing  till  very  lately,  was  built  by  the  black  Sir  Colin,  for  his  nephew,  the  firft 
.  Earl  of  Argyle,  at  that  time  a  minor  f.  I  do  not  dJfcover  any  date  to  afcertain  the  time 
of  its  foundation,  any  further  than  that  it  was  prior  to  the  year  i49o,  the  time  of  Sir 
Colin's  death.  The  power  of  the  iamily,  and  the  difficult  approach  to  the  place,  prc- 
ferved  it  from  the  infutt  of  enemies,  excepting  in  two  inftances :  in  December,  1 644,  ' 
amidfl:  the  fnows  of  this  fevere  climate,  the  enierprifing  Montrdfe  poured  down  his 
troops  on  Inveraray,  through  ways  its  chieftain  thought  impervious.  The  Marquis  of 
Argyle  made  his  efcape  in  a  little  fifiiing  boat,  and  left  his  people  to  the  mercilefs  wea- 
pons of  the  invaders,  who  for  a  twelvemonth  carried  fire  and  fword  through  the  whole 
Campbel  race,  retaliating,  as  is  pleaded  |,  the  fimilar  barbarities  of  its  leader. 

After  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  his  f(»],  in  1685,  this  place  and  people  ex- 
perienced a  frefli  calamity  :  another  clan,  deputed  by  the  government  to  carry  deflruc- 
tion  throughout  the  name,  was  let  flip,  armed  with  the  dreadful  writ  of  fire  and  fword, 
to  3l&  at  difcretion  among  an  unhappy  people  ;  fevenleen  gentlemen  of  ihe  name  were 
inftantly  executed.  On  the  fpot  is  erefted  a  column,  with  an  infcription,  commemo- 
rating, with  a  moderation  that  does  honour  to  the  writer,  the  julHce  of  the  caufe  in 
which  his  relation  fell.. 

In  1 7 1 5,  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  then  Earl  of  Hay,  collefted  a  few  troops  in 
this  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  becoming' matters  of  fo  important  a  paf;:, 
through  which  they  might  have  led  their  forces  to  Gla^ow,  and  fromthence  into  the 
north  of  England.  General  Gordon  approached  within  a  fmall  dillance,  reconnoitred 
it,  and  aflually  cut  lafcines  10  make  the  attack ;  but  was  deterred,  from  it  by  the  de- 
termined appearance  of  the  garrifon.  ' 

The  figure  of  the  magnificent  bridge  over  the  Aray  is  engraved  by  Mr.  Pennant. 
That  fine  ftrufture,  built  at  the  expence  of  goverment,  and  deftroyed  by  the  violent  au- 
tumnal flood  of  this  year. 

Theportraits~in  the  callle  are  few  ;  of  them  two  only  merit  notice.  The  firft  is  a 
head  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  his  hair  fliort,  his  drefs  black,  with  a  plain  white  turn- 
over.  A  diftlnguiflied  perfon  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  the  confequent  ufurpa- 
tion.  A  man,  as  his  own  father  ftyled  him,  of  craft  and  fiibtilty.  In  his  heart  no  friend 
to  the  royal  caufe,  temporizing  according  to  the  complexion  of  the  times  ;  yielding  an 

•  In  Gallic,  Inner  aoro. 

f  [ntKr  quarto  edition  of  the  Tour,  1 7(19,  u  a  print,  Tuppofe^  to  be  th»t  of  the  aid  caftle,  copied  frcwn 
one  infciibed  with  itt  name;  but  tli;  Gurdons  claim  it  as  a  view  of  Ca(Ue-Co:di>a,  the  (eat  of  tbtir 
chiefuim.  t  MoQlrofe'»  Wari,  p.  .\y 
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hearty  Imtfecret  concurrence  with  the  difaffefted  powers,  and  extendinjj  a  feagned  and 
tinii  J  aid  to  the  fliackled  royalty  of  Charles  II.  when  he  entrufted  himfclf  to  his  northern 
fubjeds,  io  1650.  At  all  times  providing  pleas  of  merit  with  both  parties,  apparently 
linc^'re  with  the  ufurpers  only.  With  them  he  took  an  aftive  part  *  during  their  pleni- 
tude of  power,  yet  at  iirtt  claimed  only  protection,  freedom,  and  payment  of  his  debts 
due  from  the  linglifh  parliament  f.  His  intermit  feems  to  have  been  conftanily  in  view. 
While  Charles  was  in  his  hands  he  received  from  that  penetrating  prince  a  promillbry  . 
note  for  great  honours  and  great  emoluments  J.  He  is  charged  with  encouraging  his 
people  in  various  a3s  of  murder  and  cruelty  $  ■;  but  the  provocations  be  had  received 
by  the  horrible  ravages  of  Montrofe,  may  perhaps  extenuate  retaliadon  on  fuch  of  his 
neighbours,  who,  for  any  thing  that  appears,  partook  of  the  excefles.  He  is  charged 
alfo  with  poflelling  htmfelf  of  the  eQates  of  thofe  who  were  put  to  death  by  his  au- 
thority; a  charge  not  repelled  in  his  fine  defence  on  his  trial.-  His  generolity  in  de- 
clining to  take  an  open  part  in  the  profecution  of  his  arch  enemy  Montrofc,  would 
have  done  him  great  honour,  had  he  not  meanly  placed  himfelf  in  a  window,  to  fee 
the  fallen  herO  pafs  in  -a  cart  to  receive  judgment  [|.  On  the  refloracion,  he  fell  a 
victim  to  his  manes.  It  was  intended  that  he  Hioukl  undergo  the  Ainie  ignominious 
death,  which  was  afterwards  changed  to  that  of  beheading.  "  I  coitlJ,  ffays  he,)  die 
like  a  Roman,  but  1  choofe  r.  ther  to  die  like  a  Chriftian."  He  fell  with  heroifm ;  in 
his  lalt  moments  with  truth  exculpating  himlelf  from  having  any  concern  in  the  mur- 
iher  of  his  Roya!  Mafter  J  c;ilming  his  confcience  with  the  opinion,  thst  his  crimttul  , 
compliances  were  but  the  epidemic  difeafe  and  f.iu!i  of  the  limos.  His  guilt'  of  trea- 
fon  \*as  indifputable  ;  but  the  a£l  of  grace  in  1641,  and  the  other  in  1651,  ought  to 
have  been  his  fecurlties  from  a  capital  punilhmenl. 

Here  is  alfo  a  head  of  his  fon,  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  a  (leady,  virtuous,  but  unfor- 
tunate character,  ^irm  to  his  truft  through  all  the  misfortunes  of  his  Royal  Malter, 
Charles  I.  Was  appointed  colonel  of  his,  guards  in  1650,  but  fcomcd  to  receive 
his  commiflion  from  the  tyrannical  ftates  of  his  country,  and  infixed  on  receiving 
it  from  his  Majefty  alone.  Neither  the  defeats  at  Dunbar,  nr  at  Worccfter  abated  his 
zeal  for  the  defperate  caufe  }  he  betook  himfclf  to  the  Highlands,  and  for  a  long  time 
refifted  the  ufurping  powers,  notwithttanJing  he  was  caft  oft",  and  his  adherents  declared 
traitors  by  the  zealous  Marquis,  his  father  ^.  Suftcred,  after  his  fubmiflion  to  the 
irrefidible  tyranny  of  the  times,  a  long  imprifonment.  His  releafe,  at  the  relloration,, 
fubjeCted  him  but  to  frefli  troubles :  ingratitude  ftcms  to  have  been  the  hrlt  return  to 
his  fervices.  A  bare  recital  of  his  fuccefs  with  the  King,  in  repelling  certain  injuries 
done  him,  was  entitled  Leaflng-making,  or  creating  diftcnfions  between  hisMajt-fty 
and  his  fubjeCls.  For  this,  by  the  Scoitiffi  law,  he  was  condemned  to  loft  his  h^ad :  a 
fentence  too  unjuft  to  be  permitted  to  be  put  into  execution.  After  a  long  imprifon- 
ment, uas  reftored  to  favour,  to  his  fortune,  and  to  the  title  of  Earl.  In  all  his  adions 
he  preferved  a  patriotic,  yet  loyal  moderation  }  but  in  i6cli,  delivering  in  an  ixpl.ina." 
tbn  of  an  oath  he  was  to  take,  as  a  lelt  not  to  attempt  any  alteration  in  church  or 
ftate  ",  be  was  again  difgraced,  tried,  and  a  feccnd  time  condemned  ;  and  the  h.faniou» 
fentence  would  have  been  executed,  h;id  he  not  efcaped  from  the  powtr  of  his  ene- 
raies.  In  1685,  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Menmcuih,  he  made  a  fatal  attempt  to 
reflore  the  liberties  of  his  country,  then  invaded  »-y  James  II.  He  failed  in  the  defign, 
and  was  put  to  death  on  bis  former  fentence. 


•  WhMfToel..  ^6j.  j«r.  +  Ththwt.sig.  t  Biogr  Br  Ji-  njo.  (Edit.  1748.) 

i  Mai«T'aU.ii  .17  fl  C«K,  iv.  6J9.  ^  >Vhiuloclw,  563. 

*>  Sutc  Ttiald,  iij.  441. 
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Oa  the  day  of  execution  he  eat  his  dinner,  and  took  his  afternoon's  nap  vith  his  ufaal 
compofure,  ialiing  with  a  calmnefe  and  cooftancy  fuitabte  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  life. 

Juft  before  he  left  the  prifon,  his  wife,  a  frugal  lady,  alked  him  for  the  golden  but- 
tons he  wore  in  his  Qeeves,  tefl:  the  executioner  fliould  get  them.  **  Is  this  a  time  for 
iiich  a  requefl  ?"  fays  the  brave  Earl.  He  afcended  the  fcaSbld,  and  then  took  them 
out  and  ordered  them  to  be  delivered  to  his  Countefs. 

'  A  Uttle  before  his  death  he  compofed  his  epitaph,  I  think  dill  to  be  feen  in  the  Grey- 
fryar's  4hurch-yard,  Edinburgh,  The  veries  are  rather  to  be  admired,  as  they  (hewed 
the  feraiity  of  his  mind  at  that  awful  period,  than  for  the  fmoothnefs  of  the  numbers  ; 
but  the  Latin  tranflation,  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Jamil'on  of  Gtafgow,  caonot  but  beacceptable 
to  every  reader  of  taile : 

Aoiu  hofpUr  qulcunqve  vcni*,  tumuluinqvc  reriTis, 

Et  rogatit  quali  crimine  u'dAui  cram. 
Non  tuc  crimen  habel,  nan  me  malus  abUultt  error, 

Et  TitiDin  nullum,  me  pcpulit  pania. 
Solus  amor  patriK,  verique  immenfa  cupido 

DilTueiat  jufiit  fumcre  tela  manui. 
Opprimor,  en!  rediens,  vi  foU  «  fraude  mcorum, 

Hollibui  et  {»vit  vidima  tern    cado 
Sit  licet  hie  nofter  labor  iin'tJis,  baud  Deui  zquui 

Defpiciet  populum  fxcula  cun^  fuum. 
Namque  aliui  venirt  fatis  meliorihus  ortiM 

Qui  totic8  ruptura  fine  beabit  opus. 
Sat  mini  credo    quamvis  catut  enfe  feeetur) 

Hinc  petor  Kiherei  lucida  lempla  poll. 

ThoU)  pafTenger,  who  fhalt  have  To  much  time, 

A*  view  my  grave,  and  a(k  what  waa  my  crime  : 

No  ftain  of  error,  no  black  vices'  brand. 

Did  mc  compel  to  leave  my  native  land.  '     . 

Love  10  my  country,  tnith  condemn'd  to  die. 

Did  force  my  hands  forrottcn  arms  to  try. 

More  from  friends'  fraud  my  fall  proceedrd  hath 

Than  fues,  tho'  thrice  they  did  attempt  my  death. 

On  my  defign  tho'  Providence  did  frown, 

Yei  God,  at  lall,  will  furely  raife  his  ovra. 

Another  hand  with  mi>re  fuccefsful  fpeed, 

Shill  raife  the  remnant,  brulfe  the  ferpeni's  head. 

The  6ne  woods  and  cafcades  at  EfachoRen  mud  not  pafs  unnoticed  ;  nor  the  fertile 
tra£t  of  com-Iand  between  it  and  the  fea  ;  nor  the  deer-park,  called  Beauchamp,  with 
its  romantic  glens ;  nor  the  lake  Du-loch,  near  the  foot  of  Glenfliiera,  a  frelh  water, 
commum'cating  with  Loch-fine,  which  receives  into  it  falmon,  fea-trout,  "flounders, 
and  even  herrings,  fo  that  the  family,  during  the  feafons,  find  it  a  never-feiling  refer- 
voir  of  iifli. 

The  tunny  *  frequents  this  and  feveral  other  braiiches  of  the  fea,  on  the  weftem  coafl 
during  the  feafon  of  herrings,  which  they  purfue :  the  Scotch  call  it  the  Mackerel- 
fture,  or  (lor,  from  its  enormous  lize,  it  being  the  largeft  of  the  genus.  One  that  was 
taken  off  Inveraray,  when  I  was  there  in  i  y6g,  weighed  between  four  and  five  hundred 
pounds.  Thefe  ti(h  are  taken  by  a  hook,  baited  with  a  herring,  and,  notwithftanding 
their  vaft  bulk,  foon  lofe  their  fpirit,  and  tamely  fubmit  to  their  fate.  Their  capture  is 
not  attended  to  as  much  as  it  merits,  for  they  would  prove  a  che?p  and  wholefome 
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food  to  the  poor.  The  few  that  are  caught  are  cut  in  pieces,  and  either  fold  frefli,  or 
iiilted  in  caiks.  Tunnies  are  the  great  fupport  of  the  convents  in  the  countries  that 
bound  the  Mediterranean  fea,  where  they  fwarm  at  Hated  feafons,  particularly  beneath 
the  great  promontories  of  Sicily,  the  Thunnofcopia  '  of  the  ancients,  becaufe  watchmen 
were  placed  on  them  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  tunnies,  and  give  fignals  of  their 
approach  to  (he  fiihermen.  In  Scotland  they  arrive  only  in  fmall  herds  of  five  or  Ax, 
are  difcovered  by  their  playing  near  the  furface,  and  by  their  agility  and  frequent  leaps 
out  of  the  water. 

In  the  midil  of  the  Duke's  eftate,  not  farfrom  (he  caftle,  is  a  tra£t  of  about  a  hun- 
dred a  year  value,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Breadatbane  t ;  a  gift  of  a  chieftain  of 
this  houfe  to  an  ancedor  of  his  Lordlhip,  in  order  to  maintain  the  vail  train  of  followers 
that  attended  on  the  great  in  feudal  days :  fo  that,  whenever  the  owner  of  Taymouth 
paid  his  refpeSs  to  his  Lord  in  Inveraray,  the  fuite  might  be  properly  accommodated  ; 
the  difficulty  of  fupptying  fu  vail  an  addition  to  the  family  with  forage  might  be  Lb- 
viated,  and  quarrels  prevented  between  two  fuch  little  armies  of  retainers. 

Aug.  15.  Return  north,  and  reach  Cladich,  a  village  on  the  banks  of  Loch-aw,  fo 
named  from  Evah,  heirefs  of  the  country  about  the  year  io6u,  when  the  name  was 
firft  changed  from  that  of  Loch-cruachan.  I  have  here  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Mr. 
Macintyre,  minifter  of  Clachan-dyfart,  in  the  beautiful  vale  of  Glenurchie.  '  Hecou- 
dufts  me  to  a  cairn,  in  which  had  been  found  the  afhes  perhaps  of  fome  ancient  hunter, 
and  the  head  of  a  deer,  probably  buried  with  them,  from  the  opinion,  that  the  de- 
parted fpirit  might  flill  be  dehghted  with  its  fitvourite  employ  during  the  union  with 
the  body  -, 

Eadem  fequitur  tellure  repoftot. 

The  cuftom  of  burning  the  dead  was  common  to  the  Caledonians  as  well  as  the  Gauls  J. 
Both  were  attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  thefe  poor  remains  ;  thought  a  negled,  impiety, 
and  the  violation  of  them  the  greatefl  a^  of  enmity.  The  Highlanders  to  this  day  re- 
tain a  faying,  derived  from  this  very  remote  cuftom.  If  they  would  exprefs  the  malice 
of  an  enemy,  they  would  tell  him  that  was  it  in  his  power  "  he  would  wilh  to  fee  their 
alhes  floating  on  the  water :  Dhurig^  lu  mo  luath  le  Ui/ge." 

Take  boat,  and  vifit  Inch-hail,  a  little  ifle,  on  which  had  been  a  cell  of  Ciflerclans,. 
dependent  on  Dunkeld.  Amidll  the  ruins  of  the  church  are  fome  tombs  of  rude 
Iculpture  i  among  others,  one  of  a  Campbel,  of  Inveraw,  of  uncommon  workmanfhip 
indeed ! 

Fafs  under  Fraoch  Elal,  a  fmall  but  lofty  iQand  tufted  with  trees,  with  the  ruins  of  a 
(brtrefs  appearing  above. 

A  little  higher  to  the  north  opens  the  difcharge  of  the  lake ;  a  narrow  ftrait,  fhag- 
ged  on  each  fide  with  woods.  From  hence,  after  a  turbulent  courfe  of  three  miles,  a 
lenes  of  cataradls,  the  water  drops  into  Loch  Etive,  an  arm  of  the  fea. 

On  the  fide  of  this  llrait  is  a  military  road  leading  from  Dalmalie  to  Bunaw  ;  and 
near  it  is  the  cave  of  Mac-Phaidan,  a  chieftain,  who,  taking  part  againft  his  country 
with  Edw.  I.  was  purfued  and  flain  in  this  retreat  by  the  hero  Wallace. 

Vifit  Kilchurn  caftle,  a  magnificent  pile,  now  in  ruins,  feated  on  a  low  ille,  near  the 
fouthem  border  of  the  lake,  whofe  original  name  was  Elan-keil-guliirn.  The  fortrefi 
was  built  by  Sh  Colin  Campbel,  Lord  of  Lochow,  who  died,  aged  8j,  in  1480 :  other* 
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fay,'by  his  lady,  during  the  time  of  his  abfence,  on  an  expedition  againft  the  infidels, 
to  which  he  might  have  been  obliged  by  his  profeffion,  being  a  knight  of  Rhodes. 
Hisfucceflbrs  added  greatly  to  it.  Within  are  fome  remains  of  apartments,  elegant, 
'  and  of  no  great  antiquiiy.  The  view  from  it  of  the  rich  vale,  bounded  by  vaft  moun- 
tains, is  fine  ;  among  which  Crouachan  foars  pre-eminently  lofty. 

This  illand  was  probably  the  original  feat  of  the  O'Duimhms,  Lords  of  Lochow,  the 
anceftors  of  the  Campbels,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Malcolm  Canmore,  affumed  their  pre- 
fent  name,  on  account  of  the  marriage  of  a  Malcolm  Mac-L)uimhm  (who  had  gone 
into  France  in  queft  of  adventures)  .with  the  heirefs  of  Beilus  Campus,  or  Beauchamp 
in  Normandy.  From  thofe  lands  Giallaefpig,  or  Archibald,  hb  fon,  took,  the  name  of 
Campbel,  came  into  England  with  the  Conqueror,  and,  vifiting  the  country  of  his-an- 
ceflors,  married  Evah,  fole  daughter  of  the  chieftain  ;  and  thus  became  poffeffor  of  the 
ellate  of  Lochow.  This  barony,  and  the  land  of  Ardfcordyrche,  were  confirmed  by 
Robert  I.  to  Colin,  fon  of  Nigel  Campbel,  by  the  tenure  of  providing  for  the  King's 
fervice,  whenever  it  was  demanded,  a  (hip  of  forty  oars,  completely  fumiflied  and 
maimed,  and  the  attendance  cuftomary  with  the  other  barons  of  Argyleftiire  •. 

-I  muft  not  leave  this  parifli  without  mentioning  a  deep  circular  hollow,  in  form  and 
of  the  fize  of  a  large  cauldron,  in  a  morafs  near  Hamilton'^Paft,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
therlakei  There  is  a  tradition  that  this  was  one  of  the  vatts  ircquent  in  the  Highland 
turberies,  from  which  the  -old  natives  drew  an  unctuous  fubftance,  ufed  by  chem  to 
Jye  their  cloth  black,  before  the  introduftion  of  copperas,  &c.  The  ingredient  was 
.  loUeded  from  the  fides  of  the  hole,  and  furface  of  the  water;  the  cloth  or  yam  was 
boiled  in  it,  and  received  a  lading  colom*. 

Aug.  1 6.  Continue  my  journey  for  fome  time  throBgh  the  vale  of  Gleflurchie,  pof- 
fefied  by  the  Campbels  t  fince  the  time  of  Sir  Colin  before  mentioned,  anceftor  of  the 
Breadalbane  line,  the  femous  knight  of  Rhodes,  fumamed  from  his  complexion  and 
from  his  travels  Duibh  Na  Roimh,  or  Black  Colin  of  Rdme  J.  Hiis  traft  is  of  great 
fertility,  embellilhed  with  little  groves,  and  .watered  by  a  fine  ftream.  The  view  bounded 
en  one  fide  by  the  great  hill  of  Crouachan,  and  on  the  other  by  that  of  Benlaoighe. 
The  valley  now  contrads  into  a  glen,  abounding  with  cattle,  yet  deftituteboth  of  arable 
land  and  meadow  ;  but  the  beads  gather  a  good  fuflenance  from  the  grafs  that  fprings 
among  the  heath,.  See  frequently  on  the  road  fides  fmali  verdant  hillocks,  (lyled  by  the 
■  common  people,  (hi  an,  or  the  Fair)'-haunt,  becaufe  here,  fay  they,  the  fairies,  who 
love  not  the  glare  of  day,  make  their  retreat,  after  the  celebrauon  of  their  nocturnal 
revels. 

Pafs  by  a  little  lake,  whofe  waters  run  into  the  weftern  fta.  On  the  road  fide  a 
lead-mine  is  worked  to  fome  advantage,  by  means  of  a  level.  The  veins  are  richefl 
near  the  furface,  but  dwindle  away  towards  the  foles.  At  this  place  enter  the  diftrift 
of  Breadalbane,  in  Perthfhire,  and  breakfafl:  at  Tyendrum,  or  the  houfe  of  height, 
being  the  moft  elevated  habitation  in  North  Britain.  Breadalbane  alfo  fignifying  the 
loftieft  tra£l  of  Albin,  or  Scotland.  Thefe  hills  are  a  part  of  that  lofty  range  com- 
mencing at  Loch  Lomond,  traverfing  the  country  to  the  firth  of  Dornoch,  and  called 
by  fome  writers,  Drum-Albin.  In  my  paffage,  in  1769,  from  the  Kini;'s-houfe  to  this 
plac,  !  rode  near  the  mountains  of  Bendoran.  One  of  them  is  celebrated  for  the 
hollow  found  it  fends  forth  about  twenty-four  hours  b.fore  any  heavy  rain.  The 
fpirit  of  the  mountain  .(hrieks§,  warns  the  peafants  to  ftelter  their  flocks ;  and  utters 
tlie  fame  awful  prognoftics,  that  Virgil  attributes  to  thofe  of  Italy  ; 
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Continno  Tcntii  fnrgCDtibuti  ant  frela  ponti 

Incipiunt  agitata  tumcrcere,  et  aridui  altii  > 

Montibus  audiri  ingot. 

When  winds  approach,  the  *ex'd  fea  hetvei  around  ; 

From  the  bleatc  moantaui  comes  a  hollow  fouad.  Whaktok. 

Imine<tiately  below  the  village  of  Tyendniin  rifes  the  river  Taj,  which  takes  its 
'courfe  into  the  eaftern  fea;  fuch  oppolite  currents  have  two  ftreams,  not  half  a  mite 
-diftant  from  each  other.  Ride  over  the  ftnall  plain  of  Dalrie^  perhaps  the  feat  of  the 
Dalreudini  mentioned  by  Bede*,  or  the  ancient  government  of  Dalrieta,  noticed  bjr 
Camden,  or  perhaps  from  having  been  the  fcene  of  the  -following  a&ion,  Aas  called 
Dal-rie,  or  the  King's  field.  On  this  fpot  was  the  conflift  between  Robert  Bruce  and 
the  forces  of  Argyleihire,  under  Macdougal  chieftain  of  Lorn,  when  the  former  was 
defeated.  A  fervant  of  Lorn  had  feized  on  Bruce,  but  the  prince  efcaped  by  killing  - 
the  fellow  with  a  blow  of  his  battle>ax';  but  at  the  flme'tirae  loft  his  mantle  and 
brotche,  which  the  alTailant  tore  away  in  his  dying  agonies.  The  brotche  was  long 
prefcrved  in  the  family,  at  length  deflroyed  by  a  fire,  that  confumed  the  hoiife  of 
Dunolly,  the  refidence  of  the  reprefentattve.  One  I  have  feen  had  been  the  property  of 
Macleane  of  Lochbuy,  in  the  ifle  of  Mull,  and  is  faid  to  be  made  of  filver  found  on  the  • 

eftate.  The  woritmanfhip  is  elegant,  and  feems  to  be  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  t. 
It  is  about  five  inches  diameter  at  bottom.  Round  the  upper  margin  is  a  low  upright 
ritn;  within  that  are  ten  obelilks,  about  an  inch  and  a' quarter  high,  prettily  (ludded, 
and  the  top  of  each  ornamented  with  a  river  pearU  Thefe  fijrround  a  fecorid  rim  j 
'from  that  rifes  a  neat  cafe,  whofe  fides  projeft  into  ten  demi-rounder^,  all  neatly  ftud- 
'ded.  In  the  center  is  a  round  cryflalline  ball,  a  magical  gem,  fuch  as  defcribed  in  the 
tour  of  1769.,  This  cafe  may  be  taken  offj  has  a  confiderable  hollow,  in  which 
might  have  been  kept  amulets  or  reliques ;  which,  with  the  aflinance  of  the  powerful 
ftone,  mull  needs  prove  an  infallible  prefervative  agaiqft  all  harms. 

Enter  Strath-fillan,  or  the  vale  of  St.  Fillan,  an  abbot,  who  lived  in  the  year  703, 
-and  retired  the  latter  end  of  his  days.  -  He  is  pleafed  to  take  under  his  protection  the 
dilbrdered  in  mind  ;  and  works  wonderful  cures,  fay  his  votaries,  even  to  this  day. 
The  unhappy  lunatics  are  brought  here  by  their  friends,  who  firft  perform  the  cere- 
-mony  of  the  Deaiil,  thrice  round  a  ndghbouringcaim  ;  afterwards  offer  on  it  their 
xags,  or  a  little  bunch  of  heath  tied  with  worfted  i  then  thrice  immerge  the  patient  in 
a  holy  pool  of  the  river,  a  fecond  Bethefda ;  and,  to  conclude,  leave  him  faft  bound 
.  the  whole  night  in  the  neighbouring  chapeU  If  in  the  morning  he  is  found  loofc,  the 
faint  is  fiippofed  to  be  propitious  $  for  if  he  continues  in  bonds,  his  cure  remains 
doubtliil ;  but  it  often  happens  that  death  proves  the  angel  that  releafei  the  afflided 
before  the  morrow,  from  all  the  troubles  of  this  life. 

The  De^il  J,  or  turning  from  eaft  to  well,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  fun.  Is 
a  cuftom  of  high  antiquity  in  religious  ceremonies.  The  Romans  §  pra£Ufed  th&mo- 
tion  in  the  manner  now  performed  in  Scotland.  The  Gaulifli  Druids  made  their  cir> 
cumvolutitm  in  a  manner  diredly  reverfe :  but  the  Druids  of  Gaul  and  Britain  had  ' 
probably  the  fame  reafon  for  thefe  circum-unbulations  i  for  as  they  held  the  omnio 
2a-efence  of  thek  <Sod,  it  taight  be  to  ioftruCl  their  difciples,  th;^  wherefoever  they 

•  LSi.i.t.  I.  .         . 
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turned  thtar  hce,  they  were  fure.to  meet  the  afpeft  of  the  Deity  *.'  The  number  of 
turns  V/2B  alfo  religioufly  obferved  in  very  ancient  d;iys:  thus  the  arch-enchantreb- 
Medea,  in  all  her  charms  attends  to  the  lacred  three :  , 

TerfeconTrrtit,  tcr  fumtii  fluminecriaem       ' 

Irroravit  acjuii ;  ternil  ululatibiii  oia 

SoItiIi  et  in  dura  rubiuilTo  poplkc  terra, 

No«,  wt.  Bee.  ' 

She  tan'i  her  thrice  around,  and  thrtce  fhe  threw 

On  her  long  treffe*  the  noAurnal  6tvr  ; 

Then  yelling  ihrice  a  moft  ttrrific  found. 

Her  bare  knee  bended  on  the  Blaty  ground. 

The  faint,  the  obje&  of  the  veneration  in  queflion,  was  of  molt  fmgular  fervtce  t<f 
Robert  Bruce,  according  to  the  credulous  Boethius,  infpiring  his  foldiery  with  un- 
common courage  at  the  battle  of  Bannockbum  f,  by  a  miracle  wroughtthe.day  before 
in  his  favour.  His  Majefly's  chaplain  was  directed  to  biing  with  him  into  the  field,  tho- 
arm  of  the  faint,  lodged  in  a  filver  (hrine.  The  good  man,  fearing,  in  cafe  of  a  de- 
feat, that  the  Englifli  might  become  mailers  of  the  precious  Umb,.  brought  only  the  _ 
empty  cover ;  but,  while  the  King  was  invoking  the  aid  of  St.  Fiilani  the  lid  of  the, 
Ihrme,  placed  before  him  on  the  altar,  opened  and  (hut  of  its  own_  accord  r.  on  in- 
fpc£tion,  to  the  wonder  of  the  whole  aritiy,  the  arm  was  found  reltoi^  to  its  place  ;- 
the  foldiers  accepted  the  omen,  and  aFfured  of  vidory,  fought  with  an  enthufiafm  that 
enfured  fuccefs.  In  gratitude  for  the  aflillance  he  re'ceifed  that  day  from  the  faint, 
.  be  fi^unded  here,  in  t3i4,a  priory  of  canons  regular,  and  confecrated  it  to  him.  At 
the  diflblution,  this  houfe,  with  all  the  revenues  and  fuperioriues,  "vere  granted  to  an 
anceflor  of  the  prefent  polTeflbr  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane  J. 

This  part  of  the  country  is  in  the  pariflr  of  Killin,  vei7  remote  from  the  church.  As 
ibe  chapel  here  is  deftitute  of  a  refident  miniller.  Lady  Glenurchy,  with  dilbnguiihed 
piety,  has  juA  eftablilhed  a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  one }  has  built  a  good  houfe  for 
nis  accommodation,  and  Lord  Breadalbane  has  added  to  the  glebe; 

The  tra£t  is  at  prefeiit  almoft  entirely  (locked  with  fouthMiountry  £heep,  which  hare 
in  a  manner  expelled  the  breed  of  black  catil?.  Sheep  are- found  to  turn  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  proprietors ;  but  whether  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  is  a  doubt: 
The  live  ftock  of  cattle  of  this  kingdom  decreafes  ;■  from  whence  will  our  navy  be 
viflualled  ?  or  bow  will  thofe,  who  may  be  able  to  purchafe  animal  food,  be  fupplied^ 
if  the  mere  private  intereft  of  the  farmer  is  fufferwl  univerfally  to  take  place  ?  Mil- 
lions at  this  time  look  up  to  the  Legiflature  for  reftridions^  that  wiH  once  more  re- 
.  ftore  plenty  to  thefe  kingdoms. 

Pafs  near  the  feat  of  Rob-Roy,  the  celebrated  free-l^ter  mentioned  in  the  former 
volume. 

Enter  Glen-Dochart,  and  go-by  the  ftdes  of  Loch-Bochart,  beautifully  ornamented 
vitb  trees.  It>  a  lofty  ifland  embofomed  in  wood,  is  the  ruin  of  a  caftle,  one  of  the 
nine  under  the  rule  of  the  great  knight  of  Lochow. '  It  was  once  taken  by  the  Mac^ 
gregors,  in  a  manner  that  did  credit  to  the-  invention  of  a  rude  age.  The  place  was 
not  aecefiible  during  ftimmer ;  the  affflilants  therefore  took  advantage  of  a  iroft,  fbrmed 
vatl  fafcines  of  Uraw  and  boughs  of  trcesy  Tolled  thefe  before  them  on  the  ice,  to  pro- 
%eSt  ihem  againft  the  arrows  of  the  garrifon^till  they  could  get  near  enough  to  make 

i  Bvriife't  Antiq,  Comwi),  13],  ^  Becthlui,  302.  }  Keith,3±i^ 
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thdr  attack,  by  fcaling  at  once  the  walls  of  the  fortrefs.  The  Veltae  *  of  the  northern 
nations  were  of  this  kind:  the  ancient  Swedes  and  Goihs  praSifcd  an  attack  of  the 
fame  nature;  but  did,  what  perhaps  the  Mac-gregors  might  atlb  have  done,  wait  for  a 
high  wind  in  their  favour,  roll  the  Veltas  as  near  as  poflibie  to  the  fort,  fst  them  on  fire, 
and  under  favour  of  the  flame,  diftrefiing  the  befieged,  never  failed  of  a  fuccefsfut 
event. 

I  mud  obferve  that  the  Mac-gregors  were  of  old  a  moft  potent  people.  They  pof- 
feffed  Glenurchie,  were  owners  of  G  len-Lion,  and  are  even  faid  to  have  been  the,  ori- 
ginal founders  of  Balloch  or  Taymouth,  or  at  Icaft  to  have  had  their  refidence  there 
before  they  were  fucceeded  by  the  Campbells  t- 

Somewhat  farther,  oppofite  to  the  farm  of  Acheflan,  is  a  fmall  lake,  noted  for  a  float-  - 
ing  ifland,  fifty-one  feet  long,  and  twenty-nine  broad,  that  fhifis  Its  quarters  with  the 
wind.  It  has  (like  the  itlands  of  the  Vadimonian  lake,  fo  elegantly  defcribed  J  by  the 
younger  Pliny)  ftrength  fufficient  to  carry  an  involuntary  voyage,  the  cattle  that  might 
be  furprifed  feeding  on  this  mobile  folum,  deceived  with  the  appearance  of  its  being  firm 
land.  It  cannot  indeed  bo^ft  of  carrying  on  itsfurface  the  darkfomegrovesof  thofeon 
the  Cutilinn  waters  ;  but,  like  the  Lydian  Calamina  §,  may  be  launched  from  the  fides 
of  the  lake  with  poles,  and  can  lliew  plenty  of  coarfe  grafs,  fome  fmall  willows,  and  a 
"little  birch  treej]. 

Proceed  by  the  fides  of  the  river,  fince  its  padage  through  Loch-Dochart,  affiiming 
the  name  of  that  lake.  The  pearl-fiffaery  in  this  part  of  the  river  fome  years  ago  was 
carried  on  with  great  fuccefs,  and  the  pearls  were  elleemed  the  fairefl  and  largeft  of  any. 

The  military  road  through  this  country  is  planned  with  a  diflinguifhed  want  of  judg-, 
ment ;  a  feries  of  undulations,  quite  unneceffary,  dillrefs  the  travelier  fof"  a  confiderabte 
part  of  the  way.  Near  Achline  the  eye  begins  to  be  relieved  by  the  fight  of  inclofufes  j 
and  fome  plantations  begin  to  hide  the  nakedncfs  of  the  country.  On  approaching  the 
village  of  Killin,  every  road  and  every  path  was -filled  with  groupey  of  people,  of  both 
fexes,  in  neat  dreffes,  and  lively  plaids,  returning  from  the  facrament.  A  fober  and 
decent  countenance  diflinguifiied  every  party,  and  evinced  the  deep  fenfe  they  had  of 
fo  folemn  a  commemoration.  Breadakane  in  general  is  exempt  from  the  charge  of 
impropriety  of  conduct  on  thefe  occafions,  which  happens  fometimes;  and  by  the  un- 
difeeming,  the  local  fault  is  indifcriminately  attributed  to  the  whoie. 

Crofs  two  bridges.  The  river  here  forms  two  illands,  beautiftiUy  planted  with  firs : 
Iniflibuy,  the  molt  eafterly,  is  remarkably  piflurefque,  the  water  rolling  with  tremen- 
dous force  on  each  fide  for  a  long  trad  over  a  feries  of  broken  rocks,  and  fhort  but 
^uick-repeated  cataracts,  in  a  channel  of  unfpeakable  rudeneis. 

Reach  Killin,  or  Cill-Fhin,  from  the  tradition  of  its  having  been  the  burial-place  of 
Fingal.     Here  is  an  exceSlent  inn,  built  by  Lord  Breadalbane,  who,  to  the  unlpeakable 
comfort  of  the  traveller,  eftablifhed  others  at  Dalmalie,  Tyendrnm,  and  Kenmore, 
,  where  they  are  as  acceptable  as  caravanferas  in  the  E:kft. 

Mount  Strone  Clachan,  a  hill  above  Mr.  Stuart's,  the  miniflier's  hOufe,  and  am  over-' 
paid  for  the  labour  of  the  afcent  by  a  mod  enchanting  view.  A  molt  delicious  plain 
fpreads  itfelf  beneath,  divided  into  verdant  meadows,  or  glowing  with  ripened  com  j 

•  01au»  Magnu*  Ae  Gent.  Sept.  lib.  viJ.  c.  8,  g.  t  Brichinao'iClaBi,  ijB,  139. 

t  Epitt  lib.  vJii.  Ep  10.  §  flimi  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  c.  95. 

d  Thcil>icLnef»of  this  iile  Ji  twcnty.fi  re  inchei.     Perhipg,  ■■  Mr.  Gahn  iffiNiit  to  be  thecal  of  Otbtr  * 

floating  iflands,  tbis  mi^bt  Kavi  originated  from  the  twilled  root^  of  the  fchzniu  roHrifcu*,  and  rdrpui 
cjcrpiiofiu,  converted  imoa  more  fiim  aaU  hj  the  additloa  «r  the  cirex  caefpitofu*.  ViAc  Amxn. 
Acad.  VII.  i6fi. 
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embellifhed  with  woods,  and  watered  with  rivers  uncommonly  contrafted.  On  one- 
fide»  pours  down  its  rocky  channel  the  furious  Dochart ;  on  the  other,  glides  between 
its  wooded  banks  the  gentle  Lochy,  forming  a  vaft  bend  of  ftill  water,  till  it  joins  the 
firft  ;  both  terminating  in  the  great  expanfe  of  Loch-Tay.  The  northern  and  fouthem 
boundaries  fuit  the  magnificence  of  the  lake ;  but  the  northern  rife  with  fuperior  ma- 
jefty  in  the  rugged  heights  of  Finlartg,  and  the  wild  fummits  of  the  flill  loftier  Laiirs, 
often  patched  with  fnow  throughout  the  year.  Extenfive  woods  clothe  both  fides,>the 
creation  of  the  noble  proprietor. 

At  the  foot  of  the  firft,  ainidft  woods  of  various  trees,  lie  the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of 
the  fame  name,  the  old  feat  of  the  Campbells,  the  knights  of  Glenurchie,  and  built  by 
Sir  Colin  between  the  years  1513  and  1523*.  The  venerable  oaks,  the  vaft  chefnut^ 
theafli  trees,  and  others  of  ancient  growth,  give  a  fine  folemnity  to  the  fcene,.and  com- 
pliment the  memory  of  progenitors,  fo  (ludious  of  the  benefit  of  pofterity..  Tradition 
is  loud  in  report  of  the  hofpjtalily  of  the  place,  and  blends  with  it,  tales  of  gallantry  ;  _ 
oneof  feftivity,  terminating  in  blood  and  flaughter.  Amidft  the  mirth  of  a,chriftening, 
in  the  great  hall  of  Fintarig,  inhabited,  I  think,  at  that  time  by  Sir  Robert;  fon  of  the 
chieftam,  news  arrived  that  the  Mac-donalds  of  Keppoch  had  made  a  creach  into  the 
lands  of  fpme  of  their  friends,  had  acquired  a  great  booty,,  and  were  at  that  time  patHng 
in  triumph  over  the  hill  of  Strone-clachan.  The  Campbells,  who  were  then  a:Semblea~ 
in  numbers  tp  honour  the  occafion,  took  fire  at  the  infult,  and,  warm  wkh  the  convivial 
cheer,  darted  from  the  table  to  take  fudden  revenge..  They  afcended  the  hill  with 
thoughtlefs  bravery  to  be^n  the  attack,  were  overpowered,  and  "twenty  cadets  ofthe- 
ftmily  left  dead  upon  the  fpot.  News  of  the  difafter  was  immediately  fent  to  Taymouth,  . 
the  refidende  of  the  chieftain,  who  difpatched  a  reinforcement  to  thofe  who  had  efcaped. 
They  overtook  the  Mac-donalds  at  the  braes  of  Glenurchie,  defeated  them,  flew  the 
brother  of  the  chieftain,  refcued  the  booty,  and  returned. back.tnumphing  in  the  com-  - 
pletion  of  their  revenge. 

Auguft  17.  Crofs  a  large  arch  over  the  Lochy,  winding  to  the  north-weft,  through 
a  fmall  but.  elegant  glen,  whofe  fertile  bottom  is  finely  bounded  by  woods  on  both  fides. 
Turn  fhort  to  the  eaft,  and  continue  my  journey  on  a  fine  road,  at  a  confiderable  height 
above  Loch-Tay.  The  land  flopes  to  the  water  edge,.and  both  above  and  below  the 
highway  forms  a  continued  trad  of  cultivated  ground,  rich. in  corn,  and  varied  with 
■  groves  and  plantations.  The  abundance  of  inhabitants  on  this  fide  furpafles  that  of 
any  place  in  Scotland  of  equal  extent ;  for  from  Finlarig  to  the  forks.of  the  Lion,  about 
fifteen  miles,  there  are  not  fewer  than  feventeen  hundred  and  eighty  fouls,  happy  under 
a  humane  chieftain..  Their  habitations  are  prettily  grouped  along  the  fides  of  the  hill, 
are  fmall  and  mean,  often,  without  windows  .or  doors,  and  are  the  only  difgrace  to  the  - 
magnificence  of  the  fcenery. 

The  oppofite  part  of  the  lake  is  lefs  populous,  and  lek  fertile ;  yet  from  the  patches  . 
of  corn-land,  and  the  frequent^woodsj  exhibits  a  jnoft  beautifiil.view. 

In  going  thrpugh.Laurs  oMerve  a  druidiqal  drcle,  lefs  complete  thanone  thatfhould 
have  been  mentioned  before^  at  Kinnel>,a  little  fouth-weft  of  HjUin.j  which  confifts  of 
fix  vail  ftones,  placed  equi-diflant  from  each  other. 

The  windings  of  the  lake  in  the  courfe  of  the  ride  become  very  confpicuous,  appear- 
ing to  form  three  great  bendings..  Its  length  is  about  fifteen  miles,  the  breadth  one : 
the  depth  in  many  places  a  hundred  fethoms ;  and  even  within  as  many  yards  of  the 
ihore  is  fifty  jkthoms  deep.    It  abounds  with  fifh,  fuch  as  pike,  perch,  falmon,  char, 
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trout,  famlets,  ntmnows,  lampries,  and  eel^    A  ^ecies  of  trout  is  foand  here  that 
weighs  thirty  pounds. 

All  this  country  abounds  with  game,  fuch  as  grous,  ptarmigans,  ftags,  roes,  &c. 

Roes  are  in  a  manner  confined  to  Glen  Lion,  where  they  are  protefted  by  the  prin- 
.  dpal  proprietor.  Foxes  are  numerous  and  deftru^ive.  Martins  are  rare ;  but  the 
yellow-breafted  was  lately  taken  in  the  birch  woods  of  Rannoch.  The  otter  is  common. 
The  vulgar  have  an  opinion  that  this  animal  has  its  king  or  leader ;  they  defcribe  it  as 
bring  of  a  larger  fize,  and  varied  with  white.  They  believe  that  it  is  never  killed, 
without  the  fudden  death  of  a  man  or  fome  other  animal  at  the  fame  inllant ;  that  its 
flcin  is  endued  with  great  virtues,  is  an  antidote  againfl  all  infedion,  a  prefervative  to  the 
warrior  from  wounds,  and  infures  the  mariner  from  all  difaders  on  the  watery  element. 

The  cock  of  the  wood,  or  capercaille,  or  capercalze,  a  bird  of  this  genus,  occe  fre- 
qu^t  in  alt  parts  of  the  Highlands,  is  now  confined  to  the  pine  forefts  north  of  Loch- 
nek :  from  the  fize  it  is  called  the  horfe  of  the  woods,  the  male  fometimes  weighing 
fifteen  pounds..  The  colour  of  ~  the  breaft  is  green,  refembling  that  of  the  peacock : 
aboveeacheyeisa  rich  fcarlet  (kin,  common  to  the  grous  genus  :  the  feet  of  this  and 
the  black  cock  are  naked,  and  the  edges  of  the  toes  ferrated  ;  for  thefe  birds,  fitting 
upon  trees,  do  not  want  the  thick  feathery  covering  with  which  nature  hath  cloathed 
thofe  of  the  red  game  and  ptarmigan,  who  during  winter  are  obliged  to  refide  bedded 
in  the  fnows.  Bifhop  Lefly  •  defcribes  three  of  the  fpecieS  found  in  Scotland }  the 
capercalze,  which  he  truly  fays  feeds  on  the  extreme  ftioots  of  the  pine,  the  common 
grous  with  its  feathered  feet,  and  the  black  cock  :  he  omits  the  ptarmigan.  It  has  been 
my  fortune  to  meet  with  every  kind  :  the  three  lafl  frequently ;  the  capercalze  only  ^t 
lovemefs. 

Woodcocks-  appear  in  Breadalbane  in  the-  beginning  or  middle  of  November ;  but 
do  not  reach  Ard-maddie,  or,  I  may  fay,  any  part  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Highlands- 
till  the,  latter  end  of  December,  or  the  beginning  of  January  :  they  continue  there  in . 
plenty  till  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  March,  according  to  the  mildnefs  or  rigour  of  the 
feafon,  and  then  difappear  at  once.  In  the  firfl:  feafon  they  continue  arriving  in  fuc- 
cefiion  for  a  month  j  and  in  every  county  in  Scotland  (where  they  are  found)  fly  regu- 
larly from  eafl:  to  weil.  Their  firft  landing-places  are  in  the  ealtem  counties,  fuch  as 
Angus,  Merns,  &c.  ufually  about  the  end  of  Oftober ;  but  their  ilay  in  thofe  parts  is 
very  fhort,  as  woods  are  fo  fcarce.  Woodcocks  are  very  rarely  feen  in  Caithnefs  j  and- 
there  are  ftiH  fewer  in  the  Orknies,  or  in  the  more  remote  Hebrides :  one  or  two  ap. 
pear  there,  as  if  by  accident  driven  thither  by  teinpefls,not  voluntary  migrants.  There 
is  no  account  of  thefe  birds  having  ever  bred  in  Scotland,  any  more  than  of  the  fielde&re 
and.redwing ;  yet  all  three  make  their  fumraer  refidenee  in  Norway,  from  whence,  in 
all  probability,  many  of  them  vifit  our  iflands. 

Sea  eagles  breed  in  ruined  towers,  but  quit  the  country  in  winter ;:  the  black  eagles 
continue  there  the  whole  year.  They  were  fo  numerous  a  few  years  ago  in  Rannoch, 
tiiat  the  commiffioners  of  the  forfeited  eftates  gave  a  reward  Of  five  fhillings  for  every 
one  that  was  deftroyed.  In  a  little  time  fuch  numbers  were  brought  in,  that  the 
honourable  board  thought  fit  to  reduce  the  reward  to  three  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  ;  but  a  fmall  advance,.in  proportion  as  the  birds  grew  fcarcer,  in  all  probability 
would  have  efFefted  their  extirpation..  But  to  refume  the  journey.  The  whole  road 
on  the  fide  of  the  lake  is  excellent,  often  crolTDd  by  gullies,  the  effefls  of  great  rains,  or 
torrents  from  the  melted  fnow.    The  public  arc  indebted  to  Lord  Breadalbane  not  only 

*-  Hift.  ScotiK,  p.  m.    The  female  of  the  capcrulze  is  of  the  colour  of  the  conunon  grooi. 
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for  the  goodnefs  of  the  way,  but  fjr  above  thirty  bridges,  all'  made  at  his  expcncc,  to 
facilitate  the  paffage.  Crofs  the  openiog  into  the  little  plain  of  Fortingal,  mentioned 
in  my  former  Tour,  noted  for  its  camp,  the  moft:  northern  work  of  the  Romans  thati 
could  get  any  intelligence  of.     It  feems  to  have  been  the  caftellum  of  fome  advanced 

■party  in  the  time  of  Antomne,or  Commodus,  or  perhaps  a  temporary  .ftation  in  ihat  o£ 
Severus,  in  whofe  reign  the  ^Romans  abandoned  thefe  parts.  A  copper  veffe!,  with  a 
beak,  handle,  and  three  feet,  was  found  in  it.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  coins  met  with  on 
the  fpot ;  but,  in  digging  the  foundation  of  a  tower  nerir  Taymouth,  fourteen  filver 
denarii  were  difcovered,  but  none  of  a  later  date  than  Marcus  Aurelius. 

I  muft  alfo  commetnorate  again  the  wonderful  yew-tree  in  the  churchyard  of  Fortin- 
gal,  whofe  ruins  meafure  fifty-fix  feet  in  circumference.  The  middle  part  is  now  de- 
cayed.  to  the  ground ;  but  within  memory  was  united  to  the  height  of  three  feet  *. 
Captain  Campbell,  of  Clen-llon,  having  aflured  me  that,  when  a  boy,  he  has  often 

-cUmbed  over,  or  rode  on,  the  then  conne£ling  part.     Our  anceftors  feem  to  have  had 

a  claffical  reafon  'j"or  planting  thefe  difmal  trees  among  the  repofitories  of  the  dead  ; 

and  a  political  one,  for  placing  ihem  about  their  houfes  :  in  thefirft  inllance,  they  were 

.    the  fubrtitutes  of  the  invifa  cuprejfus  ;  'in  the  other,  they  were  the  defigned  provifion  of 

jn'aterialaforthe  flurdy  bows  of  our  warlike  anceftors, 

'  Who  drew. 

And  almod  joiiied,  thehorni  of  the  tough  yew. 

In  the  dap  of  archery  fo  great  was  the  confumption  of  this  fpecies  of  wood,  that  the 
■  bowyers  were  obliged  to  import  ftaves  of  yew  •  for  making  the  beft  fort  of  bows.  This 
tree  is  not  univerfally  difperfed  through  England  in  its  native  ftate ;  or  at  leaft  is  now 
in  moft. parts  eradicated,  on  account  of  its  noxious  qualities  ;  yet  it  is  ftill  to  be  found 
in  quantities  on  the  lofty  hills  that  bound  the  water  of  the  Winander,  thofe  near  Rydal 
in  WeftmOreland,  and  on  the  face  of  many  precipices  in  different  part^of  this  kingdom. 
•  Not  far  frorn  the  church  is  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Campbell,  of  Glen-lion,  a  beautiful 
vale  that  runs  feveraJ  miles  up  the  country,  watered  by  a  river  of  the  fame  name. 

1  muft  add  to  my  account  of  the  cryftal  gem  in  pofleffion  of  that  gentleman,  that 
there  was  a  remarkable  one  in  poffeflion  of  Sir  Edward  Harley,  of  Brampton  Brian,  fet 
.in  a  filver  ring,  refembiing  the  meridian  of  a  globe,  with  a  crofe  on  the  top,  and  on  the 
rim  the  powerful  names  of  Uriel,  Raphael,  Michael,  and  Gabnel.  This  predifted 
death  dictated  receipts  for  the  cure  of  all  curables  f  ;  and  another,  of  much  the  fame 
liind,  even  condefcended  to  recover  lotl  goods  \.  It  was  cuftomary  in  early  times  to 
depofit  thefe  balls  in  urns  or  fepulchres.  Thus  twenty  were  found  at  Rome  in  an  ala« 
baftrine  um,  cafed  with  two  great  flones,  and  lodged  in  a  hollow  made  in  each  to  receive 
it.  The  contents  were  (befides  the  balls)  a  ring  with  a  ftone  fet  in  it,  a  needle,  a  comb,  ■ 
^d  fofne  bits  of  gold  mixed  with  the  aflies  :  the  needle  (hewed  thefe  remains  to  have 
been  thofe  of  a  lady. 

Ittthe  tomb  of  Childeric,  King  of  France,  was  found  another  of  thefe  balls.  Some 
Merlin  might  have  bellowed  it  on  him  j  which  muft  have  been  an  invaluable  gift,  if  it 
Jiad  the  fame  powera  with  that  given  by  our  magician  to  the  Britifh  Prince, 

■Such  was  ihc  Rlaffa  globe  that  Merlin  made, 

And  gate  unio  King  Hycnce  for  KIs  gard^ 
That  i>cver  fnei  his  kr.jgdom  might  iiivadef 

But  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  hard 
Tydinga  thereof,  and  fo  them  ftilt  debarr'd  ; 

••etatutejj  Hen.Vm.  C.-9.  fefl.lS.  +  Aubrey's  Mifcellwuefc  %  Ibid. 
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It  wat  a  famatn  prtfept  for  a  ponce,^ 
^  And  worthy  worke  of  infinite  rtwarJr, 

That  tKafoni  couy  betray, and  foes  conirmee  ; 
Happy  th»  realroe  had  rl  remayned  ctct  Cncc  *  ! 

Approach  nearTaymoutbj-keeping  dill  on  the  fide  of  the  lake.  Leave  on  the  right, 
not  far  from  the  fliore,  the  pretty  ifle  of  Loch-Tay,  tufted  with  trees,  (hading  the 
ruins  of  the  priory.  From  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  holy  ifland,  the  prefent 
noble  owner  has  liberty  of  fiffiing  in  the  lake  at  all  times  in  the  year ;  which  is  denied 
ro  the  other  land-owners  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  it  was  neceflary  for  the  monks 
^  to  be  indulged  with  that  privilege,  as  their  very  exiftence  depended  on  it.  To  this 
ifland  the  Campbells  retreated  at  the  approach  of  the  Marquis  ofMontrofe,  wherethey 
defended  themfeives  for  fome  time  againft  that  hero.  A  Out  narrowly  miffed  him, 
which  enraged  him  to  thaf  degree  as  to  caufe  him  inflanlly  to  carry  fire  and  fword' 
through  the  whole  country.  It  was  taken  and  garrifoned  j  but  in  1654  was  furren- 
dered  to  General  Monkt- 

On  the  right  is  a  plantation,  the  orchard  of  the  monaflery.  In  it  is  a  black  cherry- 
tree  that  meafures,  four  feet  from  the  ground,  ten  feet  three  inches  in  circumference. 

Crofs  the  Tay  on  a  temporary  bridge,  juft  below  its  difcharge  from  the  lake,  where      ^ 
it  properly  begins  to  alTume  that  name.     A  moll  elegant  bridge  is  now  conllruOing  in ' ' 
this  place,  under  the  dire£lion  of  Captain  Archibald  Campbel,  after  a  defign  by  Mr. 
Baxter,  partly  at  the  expence  of  Lord  Breadalbane,  partly  by  that  of  the  neighbouring . 
gentry,  and  partly  by  aid  of  the  commifiioners  of  forfeited  eftates.    It  cohfius  of  tto^e 
krge  arches,  and  a  fmaller  on  each"  fide,  in  cafe  of  floods.     Reach 

Taymouth,  his  lordlhip's  principal  houfe,  originally  called  Ballochcaflle,  or  thecafile - 
at  the  difcharge  of  the  lake ;  was  built  by  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  fiz^th  knight  of  Lochow, 
who  died  in  the  year  1383.  The  place  has  been  much  modernized  fince  the  days  of 
the  founder ;  has  the  addition  of  two  wings,  and  loll  its  callellated  form,  as  well  .s  the  - 
old  name.  We  are  informed  that  this  Sir  Colin  "  was  an  great  jufliciar  all  his  tyme. 
throchtht  quhille  he  fullenit  that  dadlie  feid  of  the  Clangregour  ane  lang  fpace.  And' 
befydis  that  he  caufed  execull  to  the  death  many  notable  lymmeris.  He  behaddit  the> 
Laird  M'Greg'  himfelff  at  Candomir  in  prefence  of  the  Erie  of  Atholl;;  the  juftice  clerk, 
and  fundrie  other  noblemen  J." 

By  a  poem  I  met  with  in  the  library  at  Taymou£h,.it  appears  that'  this  unfortunate 
chieftain,  fumamed  Duncan  Laider,  or  the  Strong,  made  a  very  good  end  ;  and  dfliv^ 
vered,  ia  penitential  rhymes,  in  Spenfer's  manner,  an  account  of  .his  pad  life,  his  forrow 
for  his  fins,  and  his  pathetical  ^rewell  to  the  various  fcenes  of  his-plundering  exploits, 
tike  Spenfer,  he  pedbnifies  the  vices-.  The  two  firll  Ilanzas  will  fuffice  for  a  fpecimen 
of  his  manner:. 

Quhn  pafllt  wes  ihe  tyme  of  tendir  age, - 
And'yowh  with  infolcnee  maii awjuemance. 

And  wtckilQcfs  enforced  evill  courage, 
Quhill  Mitiht  with  Cnieltie  caud  alliancef 
TBen  Falihead  tuke  on  him  the  governance. 

And  me  hetaucht  ane  houlhald  for  to  gyde  ' 

Callit  evil  camp  jni'e,  bakhiogang^andryde.- 
My  maifttr  boulhald  wes  heicht  OpprrfGoun, 
Reif  ttiy  flcwird  ihat  catritof  na  wrang  ; , 
'    MuTthure,  blaucbtir,  ay  ofaoe  profefliaun, 
My-cubiqulantk  bene  thir  yearis  iang  ; 
Itccept,  that  oft  tiiik  mony  ane  fang, 
Was.poner  lo  the  ycitli,  to  oppio  wyde^ 
t  And  Cavaiice  wea  charobcrUne  at  all  tyde. 

•  Spenrcr'iVairyQuceniBooklU.  c.s.  fisQZaii.        f  Wbltclock'i  Mem.  593.        %  Black  Book. 
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The  mod  remarkable  part  of  the  furniture  of  Taymouth  is  the  portrdts ;  here  bang 
a  moft  confiderable  colle^ion  of  the  worits  of  Jamefon,  the  Scotch  Vandyck,  an  elere 
of  this  family. 

In  the  fame  room  with  the  iamous  genealoeical  pidure  are  about  twenty  bead?  of 
pei-fons  of  the  fame  femily.  Among  them  is  the  lafl:  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  a  favourite 
of  James  VI. ;  and  not  lefc  fo  of  Anne  of  Denmark  ;  who,  after  the  acceffion,  often  fay 
letter  folicited  his  prefence  at  her  new  court ;  and  lent  him,  as  a  mark  of  mnocent 
efteem,  a  ring  fet  with  diamonds,  and  ornamented  with  a  pair  of -doves. 

The  other  piftures  of  Jamefon's  performance  are  in  a  fmall  parlour ;  but  unfortu- 
nately much  injured  by  an  attempt  to  repair  them.    There  are  the  beads  of 

William  Graham,  Earl  of  Airth,  1637.  He  was  originally  Earl  of  Menteith,  a  title 
derived  from  a  long  train  of  anceftors.  He  was  much  favoured  by  Charles  I.  who  in- 
dulged his  pride  by  conferring  on  him,  at  his  requeft,  the  earldom  of  Strathem, 
which  he  pretended  to,  as  being  defcended  from  David  Stuart,  nephew  to  David  IL 
Unfortunately  his  vanity  induced  him  to  hint  fome  pretenfions  to  the  crown.  Charles 
punilhed  his  folly  by  depriving  him  of  both  earldoms ;  but,  relenting  foon  after,  created 
him  Earl  of  Airth,  with  precedence  due  to  the  creation  of  Malife,  E.  of  Menteith  by 
James  }. 

John  Lord  Lefsly,  1636,  afterwardsDuke  of  Rothes*.  Hediedin  i68ij  andhad, 
according  to  theexlravagant  folly  of  the  times,  a  funeral  of  uncommon  magnificence  f- 
The  Duke  of  Yoric  bemg  at  that  time  in  Scotland,  was  afked  how  be  fhould  be  buried, 
his  bighnefs  anfwered  as  chancellor  of  Scotland  ;  his  relations,  ill  verfed  in  courtly  lan- 
guage, concluded  that  his  funeral  was  to  be  at  the  public  expence,  and  beftowed  on  it  a 
fum  their  circumftances  would  not  admit  of.  But  a  happy  confequence  of  this  vanity 
was  a  law  reftrifling  the  idle  expence  of  coftly  funerals. 

James,  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  1 636,  afterwards  Duke  of  Hamilton. 

Mary,  Marchionefs  of  Hamilton,  1636,  daughter  to  the  former,  and  on -the  death  of 
her  brother,  heirefs  to  the  title  and  fortune.  This  lady  is  diltinguilhed  for  her  works  of 
piety  and  charity,  in  the  ifle  of  Arran,  by  the  glorious  title  of  the  Good. 

Archibald  Lord  Napier,  1637,  grand-fon  of  the  celebrated  John  Napier,  author  of 
the  Logarithms. 

William  EarlMarifhal,  f6 37,  a  remarkable  fufferer  In  the  caufes  ctf  Charles  I.  and  II.: 
rewarded,  on  the  reftoration,  with  the  privy  feal  of  Scotland, 

The  Lord  of  Loudon,  1 637,  afterwards  chancellor  of  Scotland.. 

l^homas  Hamilton,  Lord  Binning,  fon  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Hadington,  and  fucceffor 
to  the  title.  In  1640,  being  commandant  of  the  garrifon  of  Dunglas,  then  held  for  the 
Covenanters,  was  blown  up,  with  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality,  by  the  defperate 
treachery  of  his  page,  an  Englifh  boy,  who  had  been  infulted  by  the  company  on  ac- 
couftt  of  fome  fuccefs  of  the  Scots,  and  in  revenge  fet  fire  to  the  powder  magazine; 
one  gentleman,  who  at  the  time  Hood  at  an  open  window,  was  blown  out  and  fur- 
vived ;  the  boy's  arm  was  found  in  the  ruins  with  a  ladle  in  it,  with  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  carried  the  fuel. 

John  Earl  of  Mar,  1636,  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  creation  of  Henry,  Prince 
of  Wales. 

Sir  Robert  Campbell,  of  Glenurchie,  1641 . 

Sir  John  Campbell,  of  Glenurchie,  1642. 

•  Vide  Vtrf.  L  loS.  t  Reprefcuted  Id  four  large  plates,  pabltflted  by  ThoraM  Somtnen. 
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In  the  drawing  room  are  two  portraits,  by  Vandyck,  of  two  noble  brothers,  diftin- 
guiihed.  charafters  in  the  unhappy  times  of  Charles  I.  The  firft  may  be  ftited  one  of 
the  nioft  capital  of  that  great  painter's  performances.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  heft 
judge  of  paintings  in  his  time,  was  of  that  opinion,  and  would  have  given  any  price  for 
it.  There  is  particular  reafon  for  the  exquiHte  finiOiing  of  this  picture  ;  Vandyck  was 
patronized  by  his  lonifhip,  lived  with  him  at  Holland  houTe,  and  had  alt  opportunity  to' 
complete  it  at  full  leifure.  The  beautiful,  the  courteous,  the  gallant  Henry  Rich,  Earl 
of  Holland,  is  reprefenced  at  full  length,  drefTed  with  the  elegance  he  might  have  ap- 
peared in  to  win  the  affections  of  the  Queen  of  his  unfortunate  mailer.  He  appearsin 
a  white  and  gold  doublet ;  a  fcarlet  mantle,  taced  with  goid,  flows  grrcefully  from  him  ; 
his  white  boots  are  ornamented  with  point ;  his  armour  lies  by  him. '  Charles  was 
ftruck  with  jealoufy  at  the  partiality  fhewn  to  this  favourite  by  Henrietta.  He  direfted 
his  lordlhip  to  confine  hiinfelf  to  his  houfe ;  nor  was  the  reflraint  taken  off,  till  the 
Queen  refuted  on  that  account,  to  cohabit  with  her  royal  fpoufe.*  But  ndther  loyatty 
to  his  mailer,  nor  tendernefs  to  his  fair  miftrefs,'  could  prevent  him  from  joining  the 
popular  party  afor  receiving  every  favour  from  the  court,  his  earldom,  the  garter, 
command  of  the  guard,  and  groom  of  the  ftole.  With  unfettled  principles,  he  again 
deferted  his  new  friends,  (hifting  from  fide  to  fide.  At  length,  immediately  before  the 
murder  of  his  fuvereign,  roufed  by  the  dangers  of  one  to  whom  he  was  to  much  in- 
debted, he  made  a  fingle  effort  in  his  favour  ;  but,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  danger 
(as  he  had  done  more  than  once)  fled  theattack,  was  taken,  and  inded  his  days  on  the 
icaffotd,  falling  timidly,  inglorious,  unpitied. 

In  the  fame  room  is  the  portrat  of  his  elder  brother  Robert  Earl  of  Warmck,  high 
admiral  of  England,  in  the  fervice  of  the  parliament.  The  Ihipsin  the  back  ground 
denote  his  profeffion.  His  perfon,  like  the  Earl  of  Holland's,  elegant ;  his  mind  more 
firm,  and  his  political  conduct  more  coherent.  He  left  a  court  he  had  no  obligation  to ; 
adhered  to  the  Parliament  as  long  as  it  exifted,  and  fupported  himfelf  by  the  power  of  ' 
Cromwell,  as  foon  as  the  tyrant  had  deflroyed  that  inltrument  of  his  ambition.  He 
was  of  great  popularity  with  the  puritanical  party,  kept  open  houfe  for  the  Divines  of 
the  times,  was  a  conftant  attendant  at  thnr  fermons,  "  made  merry  with  them  and  it 
thero,  which  they  difpenfed  with.  He  beotme  the  head  of  their  party,  and  got  the 
ftyle  of  a  godly  man.  Yet  of  fuch  a  licence  in  his  words  and  in  his  adions,  that  a  tnan 
of  lels  virtue  could  not  be  found  out  \"  What .  a  pifture  of  fanatical  prieft-hood  ? 
which  could  endure,  for  its  own  end,  the  vices  of  the  great ;  yet  at  the  fame  time,  be 
outrageous  againft  the  innocent  pleafures  of  the  multitude. 

In  the  dining  room  are  portraits  ^a  later  time.  John,  the  firft  Earl  of  Breadalbanei 
a  half  length,  m  his  robes.  His  lady,  daughter  to  the  unfortunate  Holland,  is  in  an- 
other frame,  near  him.  ^s  lordlhip  was  unhappily  a  diftinguiflied  chara&er  in  the  - 
reign  of  King  William.  He  had  formed  a  humane  plan  for  conciliating  the  affedions 
of  the  clans  by  bribing  them  into  loyalty,  till  refle£tion  and  cooler  times  would  give 
them  opportunity  of  feeing  the  benefits  that  would  refult  fi^m  change  of  government. 
The  chieftains  at  once  attended  to  his  propofals ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  alTuiance 
to  thdr  old  mafter,  that  ihey  would  preferve  terms  no  longer  than  was  confiftent  with 
his  intereft.  Enraged  at  their  perfidy,  and  perhaps  aduated  by  feudal  refentment,  he 
formed  the  common  fcheme  in  North  Britain,  of  extirpation  by  fire  wid  fword.  The 
moft  pernicious  indeed  of  the  clans  was  fingled  out  for  execution ;  but  the  manner  and 
the  feafon  were  attended  with  circumftances  of  fuch  a  nattire,  that  caufed  the  indifferent 
to  fliudder ;  the  clans  to  refent  with  a  long  and  fatal  revenge. 

*  Rojal  and  Noble  Autton,  i.  131.  ad.  cd.  f  Clarcndoa. 
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Id  the  library  is  a  hiftory  of  Thebes,  m  verfe.  - 

The  will  of  Duncan  Laider,  before  quoted ;  a  long  poetn  in  manufcript. 

His  lordlhip's  policy  *  furrounds  the  houfe,  which  uands  in  a  park,  one  of  the  few 
in  North  Britain  where  fallow  deer  are  feen. 

-  The  ground  is  in  remarkably  fine  order,  owing  to  his  lordfhip's  afliduity  in  cleaxiag 
■  it  from  the  Hones  with  which  it  was  once  covered.    A  blafler  was  kept  in  conftant  em< 
'  ploy,  to  bUfl  With  gunpowder  the  great  ftones;  for  by  reafon  of  their  iize,  there  was 
no  other  method  of  removing  them. 

The  Berceau  walk  is  very  magnificent,  compofed  of  great  lime  trees,  forming  a  fine 
€k>thic  roof,  four  hundred  and  6ny  yards  long.  The  fouth  terrace  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tay  is  eighteen  hundred  yards  long ;  that  on  the  north,  two  thoufand  two  hundred, 
and  is  to  extend  as  far  as  the  jun&ion  of  the  Tay  and  the  Lion,  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred more :  each  is  fifty  feet  wide,  and  kept  with  the  neatnefs  of  the  walks  of  a  London 
villa.  The  river  runs  with  great  rapidity,  is  clear  but  not  colourlefe ;  for  its  pellucid- 
.  nefs  is  that  of  brown  cryflal,  as  is  the  caie  with  mod  of  the  rivers  in  Scotland.  The 
Tay  has  here  a  wooden  bridge,  two  hundred  feet  long,  leading  to  a  white  feat  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill,  commanding  a  fine  view  up  and  down  Strath  Tay.  The  rich  meadows 
beneath  the  winding  pf  the  river,  the  beginning  of  Loch-Tay,  the  difcharge  of  the  river 
out  of  it,  the  pretty  village  and  church  of  Kinmore,  form  a  mbft  pleafmg  and  magnifi- 
cent prorpe£\. 

The  view  from  the  temple  of  Venus  is  that  of  the  lake,  with  a  nearer  fight  of  the 
church  and  village :  the  two  fides  of  the  fine  water  are  feen  to  va(t  advantage.  ' 

Much  flax  is  cultivated  in  thefe  parts.  A  few  years  ago,  when  pramia  were  given 
for  the  greateft  crops,  from  fevenly  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  hoglheads  of  lin-feed  were 
annually  fown  ;  and  each  peck  yielded  two  (tones  of  drefied  flax  ;  and  when  the  yam 
fold  highed,  two  thoufand  pounds  worth  has  been  fold  out  of  the  country.  The 
prefent  low  price  afiefts  the  trade  of  the  country,  yet  fiitl  more  flax  is  imported  than  the 
land,  produces. 

Oats,  bear  t,  and  potatoes  are  the  other  crops.^  Oats  yield  from  four  to  fix-fold  at 
the  moft,  oftener  lels  i  bear,  from  eight  to  ten,  at  an  average,  fix.  The_  corn  r^ed 
feldom  fufSces  the  number  of  inhabitants ;  for  they  are  often  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  importation. 

Every  perfon  has  his  potatoe-garden  j  and  they  often  change  the  fort :  the  London- 
Lady  has  been  found  to  iucceed  beft,  which  in  fome  farms  yields  from  feven  to  ten-fold. 
Some  people  have  diftilled  from  this  root  a  very  ftrong  fpirit,  which  has  been  found  to 
be  cheaper  than  what  is  diftilled  fixini  any  grain.  Starch  is  alfo  made  of  it  j  and,  in 
ibme  families,  bread. 

~  Corcar,  or  the  Lichen  omphaloides,  is  an  article  of  commerce  ;  great  quantities  have 
been  fcraped  from  the  rocks,  and  exported  for  the  ufe  of  the  .dyers,  at  the  price  of  a 
fliilling  or  fixteen  pence  a  ftone. 

A  good  many  iheep  are  now  reared  here.  The  beft  fat  weathers  fell  for  eleven  Qiil- 
IJogs  each.  Thofe  of  the  old  fmall  kind  for  only  fix.  Much  wool  is  fent  out  of  the 
country. 

The  beft  black  cattle  have  been  fold  for  five  guineas  per  head  ;  but  the  ufua)  price  of 
the  four  year  old  is  about  five  and  forty  (hillings.     While  on  this  fubje£t,  I  cannot  help 

■   •  This  word  figoiliM  here,  improvement  1,  ordeincfne. 
f  A   rarielf  of  Uarley  wiiK  fquare  heads,  and   four    row*  of  grain,  called  bx  old  GerrinJ,  Be»ie 
-Baric;,  or  Bailey  bij^.  and  Hordeuin  potyllichiim  vcrnum,  to  diCtinguilh  n  from  the  rommuo  kind,  wliidi 
lie  (Ij'len  Hordeum  df  ftichoD.     lit  fuits  barren  landa,  and  ripens  carlj,  which  recommends  the  ufe  in  tli'* 
fainjr  dimaie. 
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mentJoning  the  diftrefsful  ftate  of  this  country,  previouG  to  the  rebellion ;  forj  till  the 
year  1745*  Lord  Breadalbane  was  obliged  to  keep  a  conftant  guard  for  the  proteftion 
of  his  vaffals  cattle,  or  to  retain  fpies  among  the  thievilh  clans,  baring  too  much  fpirit 
to  fnbniit  to  pay  the  infamous  lax  of  black  meal  to  the  plundering  chieftains. 

Fewhorfes  are  reared  here.  Such  which  feerf on  the  tops  of  the  higher  hills  are  of- 
ten  affefted  with  3  diflemper  that  commonly  proves  fetal,  if  a  remedy  is  not  applied 
Vilhin  twenty-four  hours.  It  attaclcs  them  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,  ufuaKy 
after  a  fall  of  rain,  on  or  before  the  dew  rifes  in  the  morning.  An  univei-fal  fwelling 
fpreads  over  the"  body ;  the  remedy  is  exercifc,  chafing,  or  any  method  that  promotes 
urine  and  perfpiration.  -  The  vulgar  attribute  this  evil  to  a  certain  animal  that  fcatters 
its  venom  over  the  grafs ;  but  more  probably  it  arifes  from  fome  noxious  vegetable, 
hitherto  unobferved. 

Augiift  19.  Crofs  the  Lion  at  a  ford  near  its  union  with  the  Tay.  To  the  north 
foars  the  rocky  hill  of  Shi-hallin,  or  the  paps  ;  and  to  the  left  lies  the  road  to  Ram- 
noch,  noted  for  its  lake  and  pin6  fbreft. 

Vifit  Caftle  Menzies,  the  feat  of  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  placed  romanticly  at  the  foot 
of  the  northern  fide  of  Strath-Tay.  The  woods  that  rife  boldly  above,  and  the  grey 
rocks  that  pe«>  between,  are  no  fmall  embellifliment  to  the  vale.  Far  up  the  hill  are 
the  remains  of  a  hermitage,  formed  by  two  fides  of  native  rock,  and  two  of  wall,  fome 
centuries  paft,  the  retreat  of  the  chief  of  the  family,  who  difgurted  with  the  world,  re- 
tired here,  and  refigned  his  fortune  to  a  younger  brother. 

Cro&  I'ay-bridgc,  and  vifit  on  the  oppofite  fide,  Monels,  a  place  Mr.  Fleming  is  fo 
happy  as  to  call  himCelf  owner  of.  A  neat  walk  a>ndu£ts  you  along  the  fides  of  a  deep' 
and  well-wooded  glen,  enriched  with  a  profufion  and  variety  of  cafcades,  that  ftrike 
■  with  aftonifliment.  The  firft,  which  lies  on  the  left,  runs  down  a  rude  ftaircafe  with 
numbers  of  landing-places^  and  patters  down  the  Heps  with  great  beauty.  Advancing 
along  the  bottom,  on  the  right,  is  a  deep  and  darldbme  chafin,  water-worn  for  agt-s; 
the  end  filled  with  a  grtat  cataraft,  confiding  of  feveral  breaks.  The  rocks  more  pro- 
perly arch.than  impend  over  it,  and  trees  imbrown  and  Ihade  the  whole. 

Afcend  a  zig-^ag  walk,  and,  after  a  long  labour,  crofs  the  firft  cafcade.  The  path 
is  continued  among  the  woods  to  the  top  of  the  hill :  emerge  into  a  corn-field,  re-ente^ 
the  wood,  and  difcover,  from  the  verge,  of  an  immenfe  precipice,  another  catarad, 
fonning  one  vaft  (heet,  tumbling  into  the  deep  hollow,  from  whenceit  guflies  furioady,' 
and  is  inftantly  loft  in  a  wood  beneath. 

No  ftranger  muft  omit  vifiting  Monefs,  it  being  an  epitome  of  every  thing  that  can^ 
be  admired  ra  the  curioflty  of  water-falls.  -    ■ 

Auguft.  30.  Leave  Taymouth.  Soon  reach  the  eaftem  extremity  of  Lord  Bread- 
albane's  eftate  ;  which,  I  may  now  fay  from  experience,  reaches  near  a  hundred  miles  ; 
having  feen  the  other  end  among  the  flate  iflands  in  the  weftem  fea.  The  aacaftor  of 
Lord  Breadalbane's  being  aficed  why  he  placed  his  houfe  at  the  extr^aity  of  hifi  eftate, 
anfwered,  that  he  intended  it  fhould  be  in  time  in  the  middle  of  it.  In  thofe  days  he 
might  have  a  profped  of  making  his  words  good. 

Ride  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  The  river  flows  in  frequent  reat^es  of  conRder-* 
able  length,  which  are  finely  bordered  with  corn-fields,  intermixed  with  fmall  groves;' 
both  which  fpread  on  both  fides,  far  up  the  hills.  Crols  Tay-bridge,  :md  continue  the 
fame  fort  of  pleafing  ride,  with  one  variation  only,  and  that  for  a  (mall  fpace,  where 
the  banks  heighten,  and  are  cloathed  with  hanging  woods ;  and  near  them  are  a  few 
rifings.  covered  with  broom. 

2  C  2  .     ,  A  little' 


y  Google 


380  PEKNAKT's  SEC«HD   TOVA   IK   »O0TLAHe. 

A  Kttle  below  Tay-brldge  enter  that  divifioa  of  Perthfhire,  called  Athol,  in^moas^ 
fays  Camden,  for  its  witches ;  'with  loore  truth}  at  prefect,  to  be  admired  for  its  high 
improvements,  natural  and  moral. 

Enter  the  parifli  of  Logierait,  containing  about  a,3oo  inhabitants*  Go  through  the 
little  town  of  Logierait,  in  feudal  days  ihe  feat  of  the  regality  court,  where  the  family  of 
Athol  bad  an  extenfive  civil  and  criminal  jurifdi^ion.  By  power  delegated  from  the 
CK^wn,  the  great  men  had  formerly  courte,  "  with  fock,  fack,  pitt  *  and  gallous,  toill 
and  hame,  infangthief  and  outfangtbief,  had  power  to  hald  courts  for  llauchter  j  and 
to  doe  juflice  upan  ane  man  taken  with  theift,  that  is  feifed  thairwith  in  hand  have-and, 
oron  back  bearand."  Juftice  was  adminiftered  with  great  expedition,  uid  too  often 
with  vindifbre  feverity :  originally  the  time  of  trial  and  execution  was  to  be  nithin  three 
funs :  about  the  latter  end  of  the  lafh  century,  the  execution  was  extended  to  nine  days 
after  feotence  :  but,  on  a  rapid  and  uhjufl  execution  in  Hamilton  f,  in  the  year  1720, 
the  time  was  to  be  deferred  tor  forty  days,  on  the  fouth,  and  fixty  on  the  north,  of  the 
Tay,  that  the  cafe  might  reach  the  royal  ear,  and  majefty  have  opportunity  of  exerdag 
it^  brightell  prerogative. 

Above  the  town,  is  the  poor  remnant  of  the  cafUe,  defended  on  the  acceffible  fide  by 
a  deep  ditch  :  the  other  is  of  great  Aeepnefe.  It  is  faid  to  have  be»i  a  hunting  feat  of 
Alexander-III.  The  profpeft  from  hence  is  fine ;  for  three  beautiful  vales,  and  two 
great  rivers,  the  Tay  and  the  Tumel,  unite  beneath.  This  was  felefted  as  the  place  of 
execution,  thatthe  criminal  might  appears  ftriking  example  of  juftice  to  fo  great  an  ex- 
toit  of  country.  I  mud  add,  that  Pexecuteur  de  la  haute  jujlice  had  his  houfe  free,  and 
two  pecks  of  meal,  and  a  ceit^n  fee,  for  every  difcharge  of  his  o^ce. 

Defcend,  and  am  ferried  over  the  Tumel :  reach  the  great  road  to  Blair,  and  turn- 
ing to  the  left,  reach  Dalfhian ;  where  on  the  fummit  of  a  little  hill,  in  an  area  of  a 
hundred  and  fixty  feet  diameter.  Is  the  ruin  of  St.  Catherine''s  chapel :  on  ihe  accel^ 
fible  fide  of  a  hill  is  a  c^ch  t^  great  depth.  This  place  feems  to  have  been  an  ancient 
Britifh  port  \  and  that  in  after-times  the  founder  of  this  chapel  might  prefer  the  fitua- 
tion  on  account  of  the  fecurity  k  might  aSbrd  to  the  devotees  in  a  barbarous  age. 
There  are  in  other  parts  of  thi»  parifh  remains  of  chapels,  and  other  religious  fouuda- 
t{pns,  as  at  KillichaiBe,  Tillipurie,  Chapettown,  and  Pilgir ;  and  at  Killichange  may  be 
feen  a  ruin,  furrounded  with  woods,  with  the  rolling  waters  of  the  Tume>  adding  fo- 
liemnity  to  the  fituation. 

Enter  the  parilb  of  Mouline,  Ma-ohne,  or  the  fittle  lake,  from  the  wet  fituation  of 
fart :  that  called  the  Hollow  of  Mouline  is  the  moft'  fertile.  The  parifh  conluns  about 
two  tboufand  five  hundred  fouls.  Their  manu&ftures,  and  thofe  of  Logierait,  are  the 
fanK  :.  in  both  gi'eat  quantities  of  flax  being  fpun  into  yato  ;  and  much  flax  imported 
from  Holland  and  the  Baltic  for  that  purpofe,  befides  what  is  raifed  in  the  country. 
Notwitbftandmg  the  apparent  feniUty  of  thefe  vales,  the  i»^uce  c^  oats,  bear,  and 
potatoes,  b  not  equal  to  the  confumption  ;  but  quantities  of  meal  are  imported.  Bar- 
ley bread  is  much  ufed  in  thefe  parts,  and  efteemed  to  be  very  wholefome. 

To  the  honour  of  the  landlords  of  alt  the  tracts  I  palled  over  fmce  my  landing,  none 
of  the  tenants  have  migrated.  They  are  encouraged  in  manuiaftures  and  rural  oecon- 
inny.  The  ladies  promote  the  article  of  cleanlinefs  among  the  lower  order  of  females 
by  little  pramia .-  for  example  the  Ducbefs  of  Athol  rewards  with  fmart  hats  th«  la^ 
who  ^pear  neateft  in  thofe  parts,  where  her  Grace's  influoice  extends. 

*  Womn  were  ufutlly  [iBBilhed  by  drowning,      f  Life  of  Ci^taio  Fortcoui..  Loodon  1737,  p.  ^e. 
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In  tbis  parifh  are  confiderable  natural  woods  of  oak-:  they  are  cut  done  m  twenty 
years  for  the  lake  of  the  bark,  which  is  here  an  important  article  of  commerce.  The 
timber  fells  at  little  or.no  price,  being  too  jjnall  for  ufe. 

The  common  dife^es  of  this  country  (I  may  fay  of  the  HighUods  in  general)  are 
fevers  and  colds.  The  putrid,  fever  makes  great  ravages.  -Among  the  nova  cohark 
febrium  which  have  vifited  the  earth,  the  ague  was  till  of  late  a  ftranger  here.  The 
Glacach,  or,  asit  is  fometimes  called,  the  Mac-donalds  diforder,  is  not  uncommon. 
The  afHi£ted  finds  a  tightnels  and  fullnels  in  bis  cheft,  as  is  frequent  in  the  beginning- 
of  confumptions.  A  family  of  the  name  of  Macdonakl,  an  hereditary,  race  of  Mac- 
haons,  pretend  to  the  cure  by  glacach,  or  handling  of  the  part  aS«£ted,.in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Irifli  Mr.  Greatreaks,  in  the  laft  century,  cured  by  ftl-oking.  The  Mac- 
dtmaU  touch  the  part,  and  mutter  certain  charms }  but,  to  their  credit,  never  accept  a 
fee  on  any  entreaty. 

,  Common  colds  are  cured  by  Brochan,  or  water  gruel,  .fweetened  with  hooey ;.  or 
by  a  dole  of  butter  and  honey  melted  in  fptrits,  and  adminiftered  as  hot  as  poICble. 

As  I  am  on  this  fubje£l,  I  fliall  in  this  place  continue  the  lift  of  natural  remedies,^ 
which  were  found  efficacious  before  they  began,  to 

Fee  the  DoAor  for  hit  oaujcoai  draughr. 

Adult  perfons  freed  themfelves  from  colds,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  by  plunging  into 
the  river;  immediately  going  to-bed  under  a  load  of  cloaths,  and  fweatingaway  their 
complaint. 

Warm  cow's  milk  In  the  morning,  or  two  parts  milk  and  one  water,  a  Kttle  treacle- 
and  vinegar  made  into  whey,  and^rank  warm,  freed-  the  Highlander  from  an  inveterate 
cough. 

The  chio'Coagh  was  cured  by  a  decoAion  of  apples,  and  of  the  mountain  afli,. 
fweetened  with  brown  fugar. 

Confumptions,  and  all  the  diforders  of  the  livery  found  a  Urnple  remedy  in  dtinking, 
of  butter-milk. 

State  urine  and- bran  made  very  hot,  and  applied  to  the  part,  freed  the  rheumatiQ 
from  his  excruciating  pains.. 

Fluxes  were  cured  by  the  ufe  of  meadowfweet,  or  jelly  of  bilberry,  or  a  poultice  of 

-  flour  and  fuet ;  or  new  churned  butter }  or  ftrong  cream  and  frelh  fuct  boiled,  aiicl 
drank  plentirolty  morning  and  evening. 

Formerly  the  wild  carrot  boiled,  at  prefent  the  garden  carrot,  proved. a  relief  in  can^- 

-  cerous,  or  ulcerous  cafes.  Even  the  faculty  admit  the  falutary  effeft  of  the  carrot-pouU- 
tice  in  fweetening  the  intolerable  fcetor  or  the  cancer,,  a  property  till  lately  neglefted 

.  or  unknown..  Ijow  reafonable  would  it  be  therefore,  to  make  trial  of  thefe  othw  re» 
medies,  founded  in  all  probability,  on- rational  obfervaticffli  and  judicious  atiention. to-' 
nature ! 

Perfons  iiffefted  with  the  fcrophuk  imagined  they  found. benefit  by  ex[>|0Gng;^th». 
part  every  day  to  a  ftream  of  cold  water. 

Flowers  of  daifies,  and  luirrow  and  broad  leaved  {Jantane,  were  thought  tobejreinc*- 
dies  for  the  ophthalmia. 

Scabious  root,  or  the  bark  oCaib  tree  barm,  was  admmiftered  for  the  tootli^acb,  ~ 

The  water  ranunculus  is  ufed  inftead  of  canthrades  to  raife  blifters. 

But  among  the  ufeful  plants,  the  Corr  or  Cor-meitte  *  mult  not  be  omitted,  whicrfe 
xoot  dried  are  the  fupport  of  the  Highlanders  ia  loi^  joumies,'  aaudU  the  barrea  bills 

*  Orobiii  tubemru^  wood  pcafe.    K«df.  H.  Ang.  174% 
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delUttite  of  the  fupports  of  life ;  and  a  fmall  quantity,  like  the  alimentary  powders,  vnVl  • 
fear  a  long  time  repel  the  attacli^  of  hunger.  Infufed  in  liquor  it  is  an  agreeable  bever- 
age, and,  like  the  Nepenthe  of  the  Greeks,  exhjlirates  the  mind.  From  the  fimililude 
of  foiind  m  the  name,  it  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  Chara,  the  root  difcovered  by  the 
fcridiers  of  Cicfar  atthe  fiegeof  Dyrrachium',  which  fteeped  in  milk  was  fuch  a  relief 
to  the  femiflied  army.  Or  we  may  reafonably  believe  it  to  have  been  the  Calfedonian 
food  defcribed  by  Dio  t,  of  which  the  quanti^  of  a  bean  would  prevent  both  hunger 
and  thiril :  and  this,  fays  the  hiftorian,  they  have  ready  for  all  occafions. 

Among  the  plants  of  mere  rarity,  muft  be  reckoned  the  trailing  thyme  leaved  Azalea, 
and  the  reclining  Sibbaldia.  The  firil  is  found  on  Crouachan,  and  on  Benmore ;  the 
lad  on  Benmore. 

Mr.  John  Stuart  informed  me,  that  he  had  difcovered,  in  fome  part  of  Breadalbane, 
the  Betula  Nana,  or  Dwarf  Birch.  This  plant  grows  in  plenty  in  fome  boggy  ground 
in  the  canton  of  Schweitz,  where  the  nativ^^s  believe  it  to  be  the  fpeci?s  with  which  our 
Saviour  was  fcourged  ;  and  from  that  period  it  was  curfed  with  a  (lunted  growth.. 

For  bums,  they  boil  cream  till  it  becomef!  oil,  and  with  it  anoint  the  part. 

Tile  Itch  declines  in  proportion  as  cleanLnefs  gains  ground.  It  may  happen  that 
■that  diforder  may  be  fought  in  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's,  and  other  feats  of  filth,  po- 
verty, and  debauchery,  m  our  great  towns. 

During  the  unhappy  civil  wars  of  this  kingdom  in  the  laft  century,  a  loalhfome  and 
horrible  diHemper,  originating  from  the  vices  of  mankind,  made  its  appearance  in  the 
Highjands,  and  wasfuppofed  to  have  been  communicated  firil  by  the  parliament's gar- 
rifon  at  Inverlochy.  It  has  fince  diffuled  itfelf  over  molt  parts  of  the  Highlands,  and 
even  crept, into  the  Lowlands,  feeming  to  have  accomplilhed  the  divine  menace,  invifiti 
ing  the  fins  of  the  father  upon  the  children  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation. 

The  recital  is  difagreeable,  but  too  curious  to  be  fupprefLd  ;  and  therefore,  not  to 
betray  the  delicate  mind  into  a  difgufting  narrative,  1  throw  it  into  the  Appendix,  and 
leave  the  perufal  to  the  choice  of  the  reader. 

,  I  fliall  now  proceed  from  the  diforders  of  the  body  to  thofe  of  the  foul ;  for  what 
elfe;  are  the  fuperllitions  that  infe£t  mankind  i  a  few  unnoticed  before  ^i  e  lUlI  preferved, 
or  have  till  within  a  fmall  fpace  leen  found  in  the  pLices  I  have  vifiteJ,  and  which  may 
merit  mention,  as  their  exigence  in  a  little  time  may  happily  be  loft. 

After  marriage, -ihe  bride  immediately  walks  round  the  church,  unattended  by  the 
bridegroom.  The  precaution  of  loofening  every  knot  about  the  new-joined  pair  is 
fbidly  obferved,  for, fear  of  the  penalty  denounced  in  the  fonper  volumes.  It  mud  be 
rem^ked  that  the  cuftom  is  obferved  even  in  France,  mutr  FaiguilleUa  being  a  com- 
mon phrafe  for  di&ppointments  of  this  nature. 

'  Matrimony  is  avoided  in  the  month  of  January,  which  is  called  in  the  Erfe  the  cold 
month  ;  but  what  is  more  fmgular,  the  ceremony  is  avoided  ieven  in  the  enlivening 
month  of  May.  Perhaps  they  might  have  caught  this  fuperftition  from  the  Romans, 
.■^iha  bad  (be  fame  dread  of  entering  into  the  nuptial  ftate  at  that  feafon ;  for  the  amo- 
dnits  Ovid  informs  us, 

Htc  ndusi  tsdis  eadem,  nrc  virghii  ipta 
.    .  Tempora,  quK  Uiipfit  iwa  dtutarna  fiiit. 

Ua.;  quoque  di  c>u»,  fi  -te  proTerbia  t<uigunt, 
,,  Mcitfe  malsB  Maienubeic  vu'lguiut.  Fafti,  t.  ^fty. 

•  C»rfar,  dc  Eel.  Civil,  lib.  iii.  f  lo  Viu  Se^eii 
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No  Upni  then  than  bura  )  Eof  never  bride. 
Wed  in  ai  feafon,  long  her  blif) 


Wed  in  111  iMlon,  long  her  blila  enjof  d. 
If  70U  >re  foDiiofproveibs,  always  li-r. 
No  U&  proTei  thrilijr.'  who  ia  wed  in  May. 


After  baptifiQ,'  the  firfl  meat  that  the  company  tafles  is  crov;die,  a  mixture  of  nieal 
.  and  water^  or  meal  and  ale  thoroughly  muced :  of  this  every  perfon  takes  three  fpooa- 

fulls.  ■  '  -  . 

The  mother  never  fets  about  any  work  till  Ihe  has  been  kirked.  In  the  church  of  Scot- 
land there  is  no  ceremony  on  the  occaflon ;  but  the  woman,  attended  by  fome  of  her 
neighbours,  goes  into  the  church, fometimes  in  fervice-time,but  oftener  when  it  is  emptj; 
goes  out  again,  furrounds  it,  refrelhes  herfelf  at  fome  public-houfe,  and  then  returns 
nome.  Before  this  ceremony  (he  is  looked  on  as  unclean,  never  is  permitted  to  e^t 
^th  the  family ;  nor  will  any  one  eat  of  the  viftuals  fhe  has  dreffed. 

It  has  happened  that,  after  baptifm>  the  father  has  placed  a  balket  filled  with,  bread 
and  cheefe  on  the  pot-hook  that  impended  over  the  fire  in.  the  middle  of  the  room, 
which  the  company  lit  around  ;  and  the  child  is  thrice  handed  acrofs.the  fire,  with  the 
defign  to  fruftrate  all  attempts  of  evil  fpiritsor  evil  eyes.  This  originally  feems  to  have 
been  deligned  as  a  purification,  and  of  idolatrous  origin,  as  the  Ifraelites  made  their 
children  pafs  through  the  fire  to  Moloch.  The  word  ufed  for  charms  in  general  is  colas 
or  knowlege,  a  proof  of  the  high  repute  they  were  once  held  in.  Other  charms  were 
ftyled  paiders,  a  word  taken  from  the  Paier  nofter.  A  necklace  is  called  padreuchain,- 
becaufe  on  tunung  every  bead  they  ufed  one  of  thefe  paiders.  Other  charms  again  are- 
called  toifgeuls,  from  the  ufe  of  particular  verfes  of  the  gofpel. 

The  fupefflition  of  making  pilgrimages  to  certain  wells  or  chapels  is  ftill  preferved  v 
that  to  St.  Ph{llan*s  is  much  in  vogue ;  and  others  again  to  different  places.  The  ob- 
jef):  is  relief  from  the  diforders  mankind  labour  under.  In  fome  places  the  pilgrims 
only  drink  of  the  water ;  in  others  they  undergo  immerfion. 

A  Highlander,  in  order  to  protect  himfelf  from  any  harms  apprehended  from  the' 
feiry  tribe,  will  draw  round  himfelf  a  circle  with  a  fapling  of  the  oak.  This  may  be  a 
relique  of  druidifm,  and  only  a  continuation  of  the  rdpe€t  paid  to  the  tree  held  ia  fuch> 
veneration  by  the  priefthood  of  our  anceftors. 

They  pay  great -attention  to  their  lucky  and  unlucky  days.  The  Romans  could  not 
be  more  attentive  on  fimilar  occafi^ns ;  and  furely  the  Highlander  may  be  excufed  the 
fuperftition,  fince  Auguftus  •  could  fay  that  he  never  went  abroad  on  the  day  following 
the  Nundlna,  nor  began  any  ferious  undertaking  on  the  Nona,  and  that  merely  to  avoid' 
the  unlucky  omen.  The  Scottifh  mountaineers  efteeni  the  14th  of  May  unnirtunate,- 
andthe  day  of  the  week  that  it  has  happened  to  fall  on.  ThusThurfday  is  a  blackday 
for  the  prefent  year. 

They  are  alfo  very  clallical  in  obferving  what  they  firft  meet  on  the  commencement 

-  of  a  journey.     They  confider  the  looks,  garb,  and  charafler  of  the  firft  perfon  they  fee. 

If  he  has  a  good  countenance,  is  decently  clad,  and  has  a  fair  reputation,  they  rejoice  in> 

[he  omen ;  if  the  contrary,  they  proceed  with  fearsi  or  return  home,,  and  begin,  their 

journey  a  fecorid  time.  ^ 

The  beltein,  or  the  rural'  facriflce,  on  the  firft  of  May  O;  S'.,  has  been  mentioned 
before.  Hallow  eve  is  alfo  kept  facred  :  as  foon  as  it.  is  dark,  a  perfon  lets  fire  to  a 
bulh  of  broom  feftencd  round  a  pole,and,  attended  with  a  crowd,  runs  about  the  villagew- 
He  then  flings  it  down,  keeps  great  quantity  of  combuJlibte  matters  in  it,  and  makes  a 
great  bonfire.    A  whole  trafl  is  thus  illuminated  at-  the  fame  time,  and*inakes  a  fine 
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appearance.     The  carrying  of  the  fiery  pole  appears  to  be  a  relique  of  dniidifm  ;  for, 

fays  Do£lor  Borlafe  *■,  faces  preferre  was  efleeined  a  fpecies  of  paganifm,  forbidden  by 

■tlie  Gullic  councils,  and  the  accenfores  facularmi  were  condemned  to  capital  puniftiinent, 

as  if  they  facrificed  to  the  devil. 

The  Highlanders  form  a  fort  of  almanack  or  prefage  of  the  weather  of  the  enfuing 

■year  in  the  following  manner :  They  make  obfervation  on  twelve  days,  beginning  at 
the  lad  of  December,  and  hold  as  an  infallible  rule,  that  whatfoever  weather  happ;.'ns 
on  each  of  thofe  days,  the  fame  will  prove  to  agree  in  the  correfpondent  months.    Thus, 

January  is  to  anfwer  to  the  weather  of  December  the  3 1  (t ;  February  to  that  of  January 
ijl: ;  and  fo  with  the  reft.     Old  people  ftill  pay  great  attention  to  this  augury. 

To  thefe  fuperftitions  may  be  added  certain  cuftoms  now  worn  out,  which  were  pe- 
culiar to  this  country. 

In  old  times  the  great  Highland  families  fent  their  heir,  as  foon  as  he  was  weaned, 
to  fome  weahhy  tenant,  who  educated  him  in  the  hardy  manner  of  the  country,  at  his 
rown.expence.  When  the  fofter-faiher  reflored  the  child  to  his  parents,  he  always  fent 
with  him  a  nutnber  of  cows,  proportioned  to  his  abilities,  as  a  mark  of  the  fenfe  he  had 
of  the  honour  done  him.  A  ftrong  attachment  ever  after  fubfifted  between  the  two  fa- 
milies: the  whole  family  fif  the  foiler-father  was  received  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
chieftain,  and  held  in  the  higheft  efteem. 

To  this  day  the  greater  chieftains  are  named  by  their  clans  from  fome  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  eminent  for  ftrength,  wifdom,  or  valour.  Thus  the  Duke  of  Argyle  is  ft>led 
Mac-chailean  mhoir,  the  fon  of  the  great  Colin.  Lord  Breadalbane,  Mac-chailc^n 
mhic  Dhonachi,  the  fon  of  Colin,  fon  of  Duncan.  The  head  of  the  femily  of  Dunftat 
fege,  Mac-Innais  an  Duin,  or  the  fon  of  Angus  of  the  hill. 

Moft  of  the  old  names  of  the  Highlanders  were  derived  from  fome  perfonal  property. 
Thus  Donald  or  Don-ftiuil  fignifies  brown  eye ;  Fin-lay,  white  head ;  Dun-can,  brown 
head;  Colin,  or  Co-aluin,  beautiful;  and  Gorm-la,  a  blue  eye. 

The  old  Highlanders  were  fo  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality  that  their  doors  were 
always  l»ft  open,  as  if  it  were  to  invite  the  hungry  travellers  to  walk  in  and  partake  of 
their  meals ;  but  if  two  crofs  fticks  were  feen  at  the  door,  it  was  a  figo  that  the  family 

-  was  at  dinner,  and  did  not  defire  more  guefls.  In  this  cafe  the  churl  was  held  in  the 
highefl:  contempt;  nor  would  the  moft  prefling  necefEty  induce  the  paflenger  to  turn 
in.  Great  hofpitality  is  llill  preferved  through  all  parts  of  the  country  to  the  ftranger, 
-whofe  charaSer  oj-  recommendations  claim  the  moft  diftant  pretenfions.  But  this  virtue 
muft  ceafe,  or  at  beft  leflen,  in  proportion  as  the  inundation  of  travellers  increafes  :  a 
quick  fuccelTion  of  newguefts  will  be  found  to  be  a  trouble  and  an  expence  unfupport- 
able ;  but  they  will  have  this  confolation,  that  good  inns  wilt  be  the  confequence  even 
.of  a  partial  fubveriion  of  the  hofpitable  fyftem. 

Stri£t  fidelity  is  another  diftinguifhing  charafter  of  the  Highlanders.  Two  inftances, 
'teken  from  diftant  periods,  will  be  fulHcient  proo^  of  the  high  degree  in  which  they 
po0efs  this  {hining  virtue.  In  the  reign  of  James  V.,  when  the  Clan  chattan  bad  raifed 
a  dangerous  infurreflion,  attended  with  alt  the  barbarities  ufual  in  thofe  days,  the  Earl 
of  Murray  raifed  his  people,  fupprefled  the  infurgents,  and  ordered  two  hundred  of  the 
principal  prifotiers  to  execution.  As  they  were  led  one  by  one  to  the  gallows,  the  Earl 
offered  them  a  pardon  in  cafe  they  would  difcover  the  lurking-place  ot  their  chieftain ; 
but  they  unanimoufly  told  him,  that  were  they  acquainted  with  it,  no  fort  of  punifhment 
.   ftould  ever  induce  them  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft  to  their  leader  f. 

*  Antiq.  Contwall,  136.  f  Lcfly  de  origiiie,  moribiUi  ct  rebu*  ^fiii  Scatoniin,  405. 
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■  The  other  example  is  taken  from  more  recent  and  mercenary  days.  In  the  year 
1746,  when  the  youi^  .pretender  preferred  the  prefervatjon  of  an  unhappy  life  by  an. 
inglorious  flight,  to  the  honour  of  falling  heroically  with  his  faithful  followers  in  the 
field  of  CuHoden,  he  for  five  months  led  the  life  of  a  fugitive^  amidil  a  numerous  and 
various  fet  of  mountaineers.  He  trufted  his  perfon  often  to  the  loweft  and  moft  diffo- 
lute  of  the  people  j  to  men  pinched  with  poverty,  or  accuftomed  to  rapine  ;  yet-  neither 
the  fear  of  punifiiment  for  aflifting  the  wretched  wanderer,  nor  the  dazzling  allurement 
of  the  reward  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  could  ever  prevail  on  any  one  to  violate  the 
laws  of  hofpltality,  or  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft.  They  extricated  him  out  of  every 
difficulty ;  they  completed  his  deliverance,  prefervjng  his  life  for  mortifications  more 
afilifting  than  the  dreadful  hardlhips  he  fuftained  during  hts  long  flight. 

Soon  after  entering  the  parifli  of  Mouline,  leave  on  the  right  Edradour.  At  this 
place,  on  the  top  of  a  fteep  den,  are  the  remains  of  a  circular  building,  called  the  Black 
caftle,  about  fisty  feet  diameter  within  fide,  and  the  walls  about  eight  feet  thick.  It  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  inhabited  by  an  Englifti  baron  who  married  a  Scots  heirefs  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  There  is  another  about  a  mile  weft  from  the  village  of  Mouline, 
near  Balyou'an,  and  a  third  on  an  eminence  fouth  of  the  former.  One  of  thefe  an- 
fwers  to  another  fimilar  at  Killichange,  in  the  parifti  of  Logierait.  Some  conje£iure 
thefe  round  buildings  to  have  been  intended  for  making  fignals  with  fires  in  cafe  of 
invafions ;  others  think  them  to  have  been  Tigh  Faficy,  or  a  ftorehoufe  for  the  conceal- 
ment of  valuable  effefts  in  cafe  of  fudden  inroads.  The  firft  is  a  very  probable  opinion,, 
as  1  can  trace,  approaching  towards  the  weft  fea,  a  chain  of  thefe  edifices,  one  within 
fight  of  the  next,  for  a  very  conGderable  way.  It  is  not  unlikely,  if  fearch  was  made, 
but  that  (hey  may  even  extend  to  the  eaft  fea,  fo  as  to  form  a  feries  of  beacons  crols  this  . 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

My  worthy  fellow-voyager,  Mr.  Stuart,  has,  from  remarks  on  feveral  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Killin,  enabled  me  to  trace  them  for  feveral -miles.  To  begin  with  the 
moft  eaftem,  next  to  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  there  is  one  on  the  hill  of  Dnimmin,. 
oppofite  to  Taymouth,  on  the  fide  of  the  vale ;  another  lies  within  view,  above  the 
church  of  Fortingal :  on  the  hUl  Druiman-timhoir  is  a  third,  oppofite  to  Alt-mhuic,  eaft 
ofMiggemy:  one  under  the  houfe  of  Cafhiy,  called  Caftal-mhic-neil}  and  another, 
about-  half  a  mile  weft,  of  the  name  of  Caftal-a-^chon-bhaican,  a  crooked  Hone  called 
Con-bhacan,  being  ere£ted  about  two  hundred  feet  eaft  Jrom  it,  and  fo  named,  from  a  ' 
tradition  that  the  NImrods  of  old  times  tied  their  dogs  to  it  with  a  leathern  thong,  whea 
they  returned  from  the  chace.  Tlie  figure  of  this  building  diBFers  from  the  others, 
being  oval  • :  the  greateft  length  within  the  wall  is  feventy-one  feet ;  the  breadth  forty ; 
the  tnicknefs  at  the  fides  twelve  feet,  at  the  ends  only  eight.  The  door  at  the  eaft  end 
low  and  narrow,  covered  with  a  flag.  ,    . 

But  the  moft  entire  is  that  ftyled  Caftal-an  dui,  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Grianan, 
on  the  farm  of  Caflity,  three  miles  weft  from  Miggerny.  On  the  north-weft  fide  is  a 
ftone  twenty-nine  feet  long,  and  nine  thick,  which  fupplies  part  of  the  building  on  the 
outfide.  The  form  of  this  building  is  a  circle :  the  thicknefs  from  ele%'en  to  twelve 
feet ;  an3  within  the  place  where  -the  great  ftone  (lands,  is  an  additional  ftrength  of 
wall,  about  eight  ft:et  thick.  The  moft  complete  place  is  nine  feet  and  a  half  high :  the 
diameter  within  the  wall  is  forty-five  feet.  The  greateft  part  of  the  ftones  ufed  in  this 
edifice  are  from  three  to  fix  feet  long,  and  Irom  one  and  a  half  to  three  feet  thick. 

*  The  Faghi  na  ai'n  riglic,  01  the  work  of  one  night,  engnvcd  bi>ok  iij.  tab.  vui.  oF  Mr.  Wrighl't 
Louthiana,  is  Itroilar  to  tbii. 
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About  three  hundred  yards  weft  from  this  is  another,  called  Caftal-an-Dorg.  A' 
mile  father  weft  is  another,  of  the  name  of  Fiam-nain-b6inean ;  and  laftly,  within  fight 
of  this,'  five  miles  diftant,  on  the  fide  (^  a  hill  called  Ben-cha(lal,  is  one  more,  the  moft 
Wefterly  of  any  we  have  yet  had  intelligepce  of.  Moft,  if  not  all  of  thefe,  lie  in  Gleo- 
Lion.    The  tradition  of  the  inhabitants  refpe£ting  them  Is  uclnded  in  diefe  lines; 


That  is,  *•  Fingal,  the  king  of  heroes,  had  twelve  towers  in  the  winding  ralley  of  thtf 
grey-headed  flones." 

I  muft  mention  two  others,  that  are  out  of  the  line  of  thefe,  yet  might  be  fubfervient 
to  their  ufe.  One  lies  on  the  north  fide  of  Loch-Tay,  about  five  miles  eaft  of  Kiltin, 
above  the  public  road.  The  other  called  Caifteal  BaraOra,  on  the  fouth  fide,  about  a; 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  lake,  and  a  meafured  mile  eaft  of  Achmore,  the  feat  of  Mr. 
Campbel,  of  Achalader. 

On  the  top  of  a  great  eminence,  a  furlong  from  this,  are  the  remains  of  a  vaft  in- 
clofure,  a  ftrong  hold,  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  I  faw  in  Glen-elg  •,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  might  drive  their  cattle  in  time  of  invafton,  on  the  fignals  given  from  the 
round  towers.  'Ttie  form  tends  to  an  oval  j  the  greateft  length  is  three  hundred 
and  fixty  feet ;  the  breadth  one  hundred  and  twenty.  No  part  of  the  wall  is  entire, 
but  the  ftoncs  that  formed  it  lie  in  ruins  on  the  ground  to  the  breadth  of  fifteen  feet.  . 
Within,  near  the  eaft  end,  is  the  foundation  of  a  reflangular  building,  thirty-eight  feet 
long,  ten  broad.  This  poft  commands  a  vaft  view  of  the  weft  end  of  Breadalbane, 
almoft  to  the  head  of  the  vallies  of  Glen-Dochart  and  Glen-Lochy  ;  and  at  a  very  fmall 
diftance  from  it  is  feen  the  hill  of  Drummin,  from  whofe  round  tower  the  fignal  might 
eafily  be  received. 

The  round  edifices  of  this"  internal  part  of  Scotland,  and  thofe  of  the  coaft  and  of  the 
Slands,  feem  to  have  been  erefted  for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  probably  by  diiferent  ar- 
chitefls.  The  former  are  the  labours  of  much  lefs  (kilful  workmen ;  the  ftones  more 
rude,  the  facings  lefs  exaft  and  elegaAt,  but  not  inferior  to  the  manner  now  in  ufe  in; 
the  common  dry  walled  houfes  of  the  country. 

I  cannot  but  think  that'all  thefe  buildings  were  origraally  conftrufted  by  the  natives  ; 
and  that  thofe  fo  frequent  in  the  iflands,  and  of  fiich  fiiperior  workmanfhip,  might  have 
been  rebuilt  by  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  on  the  fame  model,  but  more  artificially 
than  thofe  they  found  on  the  fpot.  From  all  the  enquiries  I  have  made  among  the 
nativesof  Scandinavia,  I  do  not  leam  that  any  fuch  buildings  are  known  there,  a  fingle 
inftance  excepted  on  the  Sualeftjerg  t,  a  mountain  half  a  Norwegian  league  diftant  from 
Droniheim.  If  no  more  are  difcovered,  it  is  probable  that  the  invaders  did  not  bring 
this  mode  of  building  with  them.  But  they  might  have  confidered  the  ufe  and  conve- 
niency  of  thefe  flru£iures,  and  adopted  the  plan,  making  fuch  improvements  as  ap." 
peared  to  them  neceffary.  Thus,  in  fome  they  formed  walls,  with  galleries  within  ;  and 
in  others,  erefted  fmall  buildings  in  the  arc-as  J,  to  proteft  them  from  the  iojlemency 
of  the  weather  ;  for  being  in  an  enemy's  counti7,  the  Danes  were  obliged  to  ufe  them 
as  little  garrifons  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  natives  never  might  confider  them  ia  any  other 

•   Vfij-ajte  to  tW  Hebndfa,  p   jx6 — p.  361  of  tlirs  vnlume. 

f  The  buiidii^  alluded  lo  w*s  the  uotk  of  King  Sotrre,  who  ditd  in  iioi,  about  a  liumlred  and  four 
j-ear«  after  ihcfe  iflrs  wire  made  fiibjtft  to  Norway  by  Mugnus  ihe  Barefooted.  Suerre  might  therefore 
(lafff  taken  ilie  model  of  tliia  fingle  tower  from  tlie  Hcbridta. 

J  Vide  lire  Voyage  to  th'e  Hebiidcs,  p.  3  ig  191,  35'*  -  p.  s6j  of  this  volume. 
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■  light  than  as  Qiort  and  temporary  retreats  from  an  invading  €atmy.  It  Is  alfo  pretty 
certain,  that  the  Danes  either  never  reached  fome  of  the  places  where  we  now  fee  thefe 
buildings,  or  at  lean:  never  made  any  mdre  than,  a  (liort  inroad.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  polfeflcd  the  iflands  and  fome  of  the  coads  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  aud  had  ample 
time  to  fo  m  any  improvements  that  were  agreeable  to  them. 

A  few  other  antiquities  are  zhb  found  in  this  parifh.  On  a  plain  below  Dimanean 
in  Strath- Ardle  is  a  circular  mount,  compofed  of  fmall  round  Itoaes,  mixed  with  earth, 
coated  with  turf,  on  whofe  fummit  is  an  ereft  four-fided  (lone,  of  a  confiderable  fize. 
This  feems  a  fqjulchral  memorial  of  fome  perfon  of  rank,  wliofe  urn  is  probably  be- 
neath. Another  (tone  of  the  fame  kind  is  alfo  to  be  feen  at  fome  diftance  from  it,  at 
the  edge  of  the  river.      ■^ 

Ac  the  eaft  end  of  the  fame  plain^is  the  app^rance  of  a  grave,  fixteen  feet  long, 
with  a  large  (tone  at  each  end.  In  the  language  of  the  country  this  is'ftyled  the  grave 
of  high  blood,  from  a  tradition  that  a  Daniih  prince  was  flainand  interred  here.  It  is 
fufpccled  that  a  (kirmilh  might  have  been  fought  here,  and  the  Gain  in  general  buried 
in  this  place. 

Of  caftles  of  a  more  modem  date,  this  pari(h  boaRs  only  one,  in  the  hollow  of  Mou- 
line,  of  a  fquare,  form,  built  with  bad  whin  (lone,  .cemented  with  hot  lime,  fo  Urong  as 
fcarcely  to  be  broken.  Two  round  towers  yet  remain,  and  a  tranfverfe  wall.  The 
veftige  of  the  ditch  is  flill  to  be  traced.  The  inhaWtants  "afcribe  the  bHilding  to  one  of 
the  Cummins  ;  but  Sir  James  Balfour  *,  with  more  certainty,  gives  it  to  Thomas  of 
Galloway,  Earl  of  Aihol,  and  acquaints  us  that  it  was  the  re(ideoce  of  the  ancient  Earls. 

Proceed  on  my  way ;  and,  after  a  (hort  ride, through  a  barren  and  dreary  traQ,  am 
again  enraptured  with  rtie  charms  of  Faikally,  which  appears  like  fairy  ground,  atnidft 
the  wild  environs  of  craggy  mountains,  (kirted  with  woods ;  it  is  feated  in  a  beautiful 
meadow,  on  one  fide  bordered  with  woods,  on  the  other  bounded  by  the  Tumel,  rival 
in  fize  to  the  Tay,  which  at  a  fmall  di(tance  appears  aiain  gufhing  from  between  the 
wooded  rocks,  and  tumbling  down  a  precipice  of  great  neight,  to  water  thefe  delicious  . 
fcenes. 

Salmons  annually  force  their  paffage  even  up  this  furious  catarad,  and  are  taken  here 
in  a  moft  artlefs  manner  :  a  hamper,  fattened  to  a  wicker-rope,  pinnod  into  a  clefit  of 
the  rock  by  a  (lick,  is  flung  into  the  (Iream :  now  and  then  a  fifli,  in  the  iall  firom  its 
effort  to  get  up,  drops  into  this  little  ware.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  ownev  can 
enrich  himfelf  by  the  capture :  in  fa£l,  the  chance  of  his  good  fortune  is  hired  out  at  the 
tonual  rent  of  one  pound  fourteen  (hillings. 

At  other  times  the  fiftier  flings  into  the  (Iream  below  a  crow-foot,  or  caftrop,  ^f- 
tencd  to  a  long  rope.  On  this  inftrument  the  falmons  often  transfix  themfdves,  and 
are  dra4m  up  to  land.  Another  method,  of  much  rilque  to  the  fktveBtursr,  is  at  timet 
pra£tifed.  A  perfon  feats  himfelf  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  above  the  calaradfi, 
and  fixes  one  foot  in  the  noofe  of  a  wicker-cord  :  here  he  expefts  the  leap  of  a  falmon, 
armed  with  a  fpear :  the  moment  the  fiih  rifes,  he  darts  his  weapon  at  the  hasard  of  Eail- 
ing  into  the  water  by  his  own  effort,  or  the  (truggle  of  his  prey.  , 

A  little  to  the  eaft  of  this  fill  the  Carrie  unites  itfelf  with  the  Tumel,  a  river  *hat 
riies  from  a  lake  thirteen  computed  miles  above  Blair.  The  noted  pafs  of  Killicraflipe 
is  formed  by  the  hills  that  impend  over  it  on  each  fide ;  the  waters  of  tlje  GarHe  rufli- 
ing  beneath  in  a  deep,  darkfome,  and  horrible  channel ;  in  Jhe  la(l  centurv  a  pa(»  of 
much  danger  and  difficulty,  a  path  hanging  over  a  tremendous  preci]»ce,  toraatoung 
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de(lru£tion  to  the  leaft  falfe  (lep  of  the  traveller ;  at  prefent  1  fine  road,  formed  by  the 
Ibldiei-y  lent  by  government,  and  encouraged  by  fixpence  per  day  added  to  the  pay, 
gives  an  eafy  accefs  to  the  remoter  Highlands.  A  fine  arch  over  the  Garrie  joms  the 
once  impervious  fides. 

Near  the  north  end  of  this  pafs,  in  its  unimproved  and  arduous  (late,  on  an  open 
fpace,  was  fought  the  celebrated  battle  of  Killicrankie";  when  the  gallant  Vifcount  Dun- 
dee fellin  the  moment  of  victory,  and  with  him  all  the  hopes  of  the  abdicating  monarch, 
llie  enemies  of  this  illuftrious  hero  made  his  eulogy  :  Mackay,  the  defeated  general,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  flight,  pronouncing  the  death  of  Iiis  antagonill :  '*  Was  Dundee  alive," 
fays  he,  **  my  retreat  would  not  have  been  thus  uninterrupted."  His  body  was  inter- 
red in  the  church  of  Blair.  His  glory  required  no  infcription  to  perpetuate  it }  yet  the 
elegance  of  his  epitaph,  compofed  by  Do^or  Archibald  Pitcaim,  merits  repetition,  doing 
equal  honour  to  the  hero  and  poet : 

UUimc  Scotorum,  potuit  quo  forpite  folo 

Libenai  patnx  falva  fuiffe  tuir. 
Te  mon'cnie  aovot  accepit  Scotia  ci»ei : 

Acccpilque  novoi  de  mori<nte  Deoi, 
lib  dbi  fupcrtfTe  negat,  tu  nan  pote*  illi, 

Ergo  Caledonhe  nomen  inane  lale. 
Tuque  »ale  genti'a  prifcae  fonifliine  duAor, 

Optime  ScotoTum  atquc  ultime,  Gramr,  vale. 

.    O  laft  and  bcft  of  Scott!  who  did  ft  maintain 

Thy  couDtry'i  freedom  from  a  foreign  reign  { 

New  peo[Je  &U  the  land,  now  thef  are  goDC  ; 

New  gmla  the  templet,  and  new  kings  the  throne ; 

Scotland  and  thou  did  each  in  othcrlite. 

Thou  could'ft  not  her,  nor  cou'd  ftie  thee  furrire  j 

Farewel,  thou,  livine.  that  didll  fupport  the  ftatc, 

Andcou'dft  not  (al^  but  by  thy  country'*  faie.  Drydek. 

Auguft  a  I .  Continue  my  tide  to  Athot-houfe,  in  the  Blair  of  Athol,  feated  on  an 
oninence  above  a  plain  watered  by  the  Garrie ;  a  moft  outrageous  ftream,  whofe  ra> 
rages  have  greatly  deformed  the  valley  by  the  vail  beds  of  gravel  it  has  left  behind. 

The  houfe  or  caflle  is  of  uncertain  antiquity :  the  oldelt  part  is  called  Cummin's 
lower,  being  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  John,  commonly  called  de  Strathbogy,  who 
enjoyed  the  title  of  Athol  in  right  of  his  wife.  It  became  the  principal  feat  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  In  1 644  the  Marquis  of  Mootrofe  polTefled  himfelf  of  it,  and  was  joined  by  a 
large  body  oiF  the- Athol  Highlanders,  to  whofe  bravery  he  was  indebted  for  the  viflpry 
'  at  Tibbirmoor.  In  the  trouUes  of  1653,  the  place  was  taken  by  (torm  by  Colonel 
Daniel  •,  an  officer  of  Cromwell,  who,  unable  to  remove  a  magazine  of  provifion  lodged 
there,  deftroyed  it  by  powder.  In  1689,  it  occafioned  one  of  the  greatell  eveius  of 
the  time,  being  the  caufe  that  brought  on  the  celebrated  battle  of  Killicrankie.  An 
officer  belonging  to  Vifcount  Dundee  fiung  himfelf  into  it,  and  refufing  to  deliver  it  to 
tord  Murray,  fon  to  the  Marquis  of  Athol,  was  by  him  threatened  with  a  fiege.  IBs 
lordfliip,  to  effeft  the  reduction,  affembled  a  body  offerees  and  marched  towards  the 
jrface.  Dundee  knew  the  importance  of  preferving  this  pafe,  and  the  communicalioiis 
with  the  Highland  clans,  in  whom  he  had  the  greatefl  confidence  t*  With  his  ufual 
expedititH)  he  joined  the  garrifon ;  and  in  a  few  days  after  concluded  his  glorious  I^e 
with  the  well-known  .defeat  of  the  royal  forces  under  Mackay. 

.,  •  White?oc]i,j8i.  "t  Balcarnu'sMenoirijt^g; 
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The  hft  fjege  it  experienced  was  in  '74^>  when  it  was  gallantly  defended  by  Sir 
Andrew  Agnew  againft  the  rebels,  who  retired  from  before  it  a  few  weeks  preceding 
the  battle,  of  CHlloden.  As  foon  as  peace  was  eftabliftied,  a  confiderable  part  of  that 
fortrefs  was  reduced  in  height,  and  the  infide  mod  magnificently  fumiflied. 

The  views  in  front  of  the  houfii  are  planted  with  fo  much  form,  as  to  be  far  from 
ipleafing,  but  the  piflurefque  walks  among  the  rocks  on  the  other  fide  cannot  fail  to 
attract  the  admiration  of  every  traveller  of  tafte.  The  late  Nobie  owner,  with  great 
judgment,  but  with  no  lefs  difficuhy,  cut,  or  rather  blafted  out,  walks  along  the  vaft: 
rocks  and  precipices  that  bound  the  rivers  ]3anovy  and  Tilt.  The  waters  are  violent, 
and  form  in  various  phcea  cafcadcs  of  great  beauty.  Pines  and  trees  of  feveral  fpecies 
wave  folemnly  over  the  head,  and  darken  the  romantic  fcene.  The  place  appeared  to 
great  advantage :  for  the  Highlands,  as  well  as  other  beauties,  have  their  good  and  their 
bad  days.  The  glen,  that  in  1769  I  thought  deficient  in  water,  now  by  reafon  of  the 
rains,  looked  to  great  advantage,  and  finifhed  finely  the  rich  fceneiy  of  rock  and  wood. 

The  York  cafcade,  a  mile  from  the  houfe,  merits  a  vi(it.  It  firfl  appears  tumbling 
amidft  the  trees,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  glen.  The  waters  are  foon  joined  by  thofe  of 
another  that  dart  from  the  fide.  Thefe  united  waters  fall  into  a  deep  chafm,  appear 
again,  and,  after  forming  four  more  cataraQs,  are  loft  in  the  Tilt,,  which  likewife  dif- 
appears,  having  for  a  confiderable  fpace  excavated  the  rock  we  Hood  on  ;  running  in- 
Yifible,  with  a  roaring  torrent,  before  it  emerges  to  day. 

It  is  but  of  late  that  the  North  Britons  became  fenfible  of  the  beauties  of  their  coun> 
try  ;  but  their  fearch  is  at  prefent  amply  rewarded.  Very  lately  a  cataraft  of  uncommon 
height  was  difcovered  on  the  Bruer,  a  large  ftream  about  two  miles  north  from  this- 
place.  It  is  divided  into  five  falls,  vifihle  at  once,  and  fn  a  line  with  each  other:  the 
four  uppermofl:  form  together  a  fall  of  a  hundred  feet  i  the  fifth  alone  is  nearly  the 
fame  height  j  fo  that  when  the  whole  appear  in  front,  in  high  floods,  they  feem.  one 
fheet  of  near  two  hundred  feet :  a  fight  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  Europe. 

Trees  of  all  kinds  profper  Jiere  greatly  :  larches  of  twenty  years  growth  yield  plank 
of  the  breadth  of  fifteen  inches.  The  late  Duke  annually  leflened  the  nakednefs  of  the 
hills,  and  extended  his  plantations  far  and  wide.  His  attention  to  the  culture  of  rhubari} 
mud  not  pafs  unnoticed  :  for  his  benevolent  defign  of  rendering  common  and  cheap 
this  ufeful  medicine,  is  bleft  with  the  utmufl  fuccefs.  The  roots  which  he  had  culti- 
vated in  the  light  foils,  fimilar,  to  thofe  of  the  Tartarian  deferts,  the  native  place,  in- 
creafe  to  a  vaft  fize  :  fome  when  frefli  having  been  found  to  weigh  fifty  pounds,  and 
to  be  equal  in  fmell,  tafte,  and  eSeit  to  thofe  we  import  at  an  enormous  cxpence  to 
our  country.  On  bang  driet^,  they  Ihrink  to  one  quarter  of  their  original  weight. 
There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  Scotch  rhubarb  may  be  fuperior  in  virtue  to  the 
foreign,  the  laft  being  gathered  in  all  feafons,  as  ths  Mongall  hunters  chance  to  pafs 
by.  They  draw  up  the  roots  indifcriminately,  pierce  them  at  one  end,  and  ding  them 
on  their  belts,  and  then  leave  them  to  dry  in  their  tents  without  further  care. 

Aug.  92.  Leave  Athol  houfe.  Return  by  Fafkally  along  the  great  road  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Tumel  with  the  Tay.  Nature  hath  fonned,  on  each  fide  of  the  vale,  mul- 
titude of  terrafles,  fome  with  graSy  fide,  others  wooded.  Art  hath  contributed  to- 
give  this  road  an  uncommon  magnificence :  fuch,  parts,  which  want  cloathing  are 
planted  not  only  with  the  uftial  trees,  but  with  flowering  ^nibs^  and  the  fides  of  the 
way  are  fodded  in  the  neateft  manner.  In  a  little  time  the  whole  way  from  Dalna- 
cardoch  to  Perth,  near  forty^five  miles,  will  appear  like  a  garden  ;  if  our  fifterPeggoes. 
on  at  .this^  rate,  1  wilh  tkat,  from  a  confeSed  flattem,  Oie  does  not  become  downright 
fioical.  i4 
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On  approaching  Dunkeld,  the  Tale,  becomes  very  narrow  :  at  laft  leaves  only  fpaca 
for  the  road  and  the  river,  which  runs  between  hills  covered  with  hanging  woods.  The 
town  of  Dunkeld  is  fcated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Tay  ;  ia  fuppofed  to  take  its  name 
fronj  the  word  Dun  a  mount,  and  Gael  the  old  inhabitants,  or  Caledonians,  and  to 
have  been  the  Cajiruni  Caledonia,  and  the  Oppidum  CaUdsniorum  of  ihe  old  writers  •. 
At  prefenf  1  could  not  hear  of  any  velUges  of  Roman  antiquity.  The  town  is  fmall, 
has  a  fliare  of  the  linen  inanufafture,  and  is  much  frequented  in  fummsr  by  invalids, 
who  refort  here  for  ths  benefit  of  driiildng  goats'  milk  and  whey. 

This  place  in  very  early  da)s  became  the  feat  of  religion.  Conflantine  III.  king 
of  the  PiiSs,  at  the  initance  of  Adamnanus  is  faid  to  have  founded  here  a  moaaftery 
of  Culdees,  in  honour  of  St.  Columba,  about  the  year  729  :  thefe  religious  had  wives 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftern  church,  only  they  were  prohibited  from  cohz- 
Himg  dum  vicijftm  adminijirarunt.  About  j  127  that  pious  prince  David  "I.  converted 
it.  into  a  cathedral,  difplaced  the  Culdees,  and  made  Gregory  their  abbot,  the  iirll 
bifhop,  who  obtained  trom  Pope  Alexander  III.  ample  protection  and.  confirmation  f. 
The  revenue  :it  the  Reformation  was  i5o5l>  10s.  4d.  Scots,  befides  a  large  contribu- 
tionof  different  forts  of  grain  |. 

The  prefent  church  w;is  built  by  Robert  Ardeh,  the  tcth  bilhop,  who  was  interred 
in  it,  about  the  year  1436  §.  Except  the  choir,  which  ferves  as  the  parilh  church, 
the  reft  exhibits  a  fine  ruin,  amid  the  folentn  fcene  of  rocks  and  woods.  Tlic  extent 
within  is  1 20  feet  by  60.  The  body  is  fupported  by  two  rows  of  round  pillars,  with 
fquared  capitals.   -  The  arches  Gothic. 

In  the  veftry-room  is  a  large  monument  of  the  Marquis  of  Athol,  who  died  in  1 70J. 
It  is  h*ing  with  the  arms  of  <ill  the  numerous  connections  of  this  il  uftriotis  houfe, 
which,  by  its  great  acceltor  Sir  James  Stuart,  called  the  Black  Knight  of  Lorn,  and  firil 
Earl  of  Athol  of  the  prefent  family,  may  boaft  of  being  related  to  every  crowned  head 
in  Europe,  excepting  the  Grand  Segnior. 

In  the  budy  of  the  church  is  a  tomb  with  the  recumbent  effigies  in  irmour  of  Alex- 
ander Stuarr,  Earl  of  Buchan,  third  fon  of  Robtirt  11.  by  EliMbeth  More  j  a  perfoft  of 
mod  uncommon  impiety  |j ;  and  for  his  cruelty  juiUy  ftyled  the  Wolf  of  Badenocfa, 
Tet  his  epitaph,  when  entire,  ran  thus: 

*<  Hic  jacei  bonae  memoria:,  Alexander  Senefcallus  comes  de  Buchan  et  dommus  de 
Badenpch,  qui  obiit  24Novemb.  1394" 

The  cathedral  was  d<.'molilhed  in  1 559  :  the  monuments  were  dedroyed  in  169S,  by 
the  garrifon  that  was  placed  there  at  that  time.  I  looked  in  vain  for  the  tomb  of  Mar- 
-Jory  Scot,  who  died  at  Dunkeld,  January  6th,  1728.  Her  "epitaph  was  cotnpofed  by 
Alexander  Pennicuik,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  infcribed  in  memory  of  her  longevity. 
It  thus  addrefles  the  reader : 

Stop,  paflcnger,  unii'I  my  life  yon  read, 

The  liiing  may  get  knowledge  from  (he  dead. 

Five  lime»  fi»e  years  I  liv'd  a  sirgirj  life  ■  f 

Five  times  fi*e  years  I  lif'd  a  happy  wife ; 

Ten  (imes  five  years  1  liv'd  a  widow  chaCte  j 

Non  wearied  of  this  marlal  life  I  reft 

petwixL  my  cradle  and  my  grave  were  fcen 

Eight  mighiy  kings  of  Scotland  and  a  ^uceo. 

*  Bvtttihia,  lib  n.  p.  167.     Buchnm,  lib.ii.  e.  si.  f  Kehh,  46. 

1  MaitlanJ,  Hift.  Scot.  t.  3^4.  (  MonKith'a  Epitaphi,  aso. 
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Four  timcB  fire  ycari  a  comroonweslth  I  Taw, 

Ten  tintei  ihe  fuW£l)  rile  againit  the  law ; 

Thrice  did  I  r«  old  prelacy  puli'd  down. 

And  thrice  the  cloak  was  huitibled  by  the  gown. 

Aa  cod  of  Stuart's  race  I  fdw,  nay  moret 

I  faw  roy  country  fold  for  bnglilh  ore.  . 

Such  delblatiant  in  my  time  have  been  ; 

1  have  an  end  of  all  perfeiflion  feea. 

The  great  ornament  of  this  place  is  the  Duke  of  Athol's  extenfive  improvements, 
-and  magnificent  plantations,  bounded  by  crags  with  fummits  of  a' tremendous  height. 
Tlie  gardens  extend  along  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  command  from  different  parts 
the  mofl:  beautiful  and  pi^turefque  views  of  wild  and  gloomy  nature  that  can  be  con< 
ceived. 

Afcend  the  hill,  and  from  a  fouthem  brow  have  a  view  of  a  chain  of  fmatl  lakes, 
on  whofe  banks  is  Leaph  Wood,  an  eftate  granted  by  James  111,  to  John  Stuart,  Eari 
of  Athol,  as  a  reward  for  his  viftory  over  the  great  Macdonaid  of  the  ifles. 

Return  towards  the  north,  along  an  extenfive  flat,  bounded  on  the  right  by  vaft 
and  precipitous  crags.  On  this  plain  is  planted  abundance  of  rhubarb,  by  way  of  trial 
whether  it  will  fucceed  as  well  in  ihefe  wild  trails  as  in  the  manured  foils.  Walk 
through  a  narrow  pafs,  bounded  by  great  rocks.  One  retains  the  name  of  the  King's 
feat*,  having  been  the  place  where  the  Stfottifli  monarchs  placed  themfelves,  in  order 
to  direfl  their  Ihafts  with  advantage  at  the  flying  deer  driven  that  way  for  their  amufe- 
ment.  A  chace  of  this  kind  had  very  nearly  prevented  the  future  miferies  of  the  un- 
happy Mary  Stuart.  The  ftory  is  well  told  by  William  Barclay,  in  his  treatife  centra 
Monarcbomachos  :  it  gives  a  lively  pifluie  of  the  ancient  manner  of  hunting  j  and,  on 
that  account,  will  perhaps  be  acceptable  to  the  reader  in  an  Englifh  drefs. 

"  I  once  had  a  fight  of  a  very  extraordinary  fort,  Avhich  convinced  me  of  what  I 
have  faid.  In  the  year  1563,  the  Earl  of  Athol,  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal,-  had, 
with  much  trouble  and  vafl  expence,  a  hunting-match  for  the  entertainment  of  our. 
Riofl  iltudrious  and  moH  gracious  Queen,  Our  people  call  this  a  royal  hunting.  I 
was  then  a  young  man,  and  was  prefent  on  that  occafion :  ■two  thoufand  Highlandersj 
or  wlhl  Scotch,  as  you  call  them  here,  were  employed  to  drive  to  the  hunting  ground 
sdl  the  deer  from  the  woods  and  hills  of  Atholl,  Badenoch,  Marr,  Murray,  and  the' 
countries  about.  As  ihefe  Highlanders  ufe  a  light  drefs,  and  are  very  fwift  of  foot, 
they  went  up  and  down  fo  nimbly,  that  in  lefs  than  two  months  time  they  brought' 
together  two  thoufand  red  deer,  befides  roes  and  fallow  deer.  The  Queen,  ^he  great 
men,  and  a  number  of  others,  were  in  a  glen  when  all  thefe  deer  were  brought  before 
them  }  believe  me,  the  whole  body  moved  forward  in  fomething  like  battle  order. 
This  fight  ftlll  flrikes  me,  and  ever  will  ftrike  mej  for  they  had  a  leader  whom  they 
followed  clofe  wherever  he  moved. 

**  This  leader  was  a  very  fine  flag  with  a  very  high  head  :  this  fight  delighted  the  Queen 
very  miich,-but  ilie  foon  had  caufe  for  fear  ;  upon  the  Earl's  1  who  had  been  from  his 
early  days  accullomed  to  fuch  fights)  addreOing  her  thiis,^  *  Do  you  ohferve  that  (lag 
who  is  foremoft  of  the  herd,  there  is  danger  from  that  ftag,  for  if  either  fear  or  rage 
fliould  force  him  fromlhe  ridge  of  that  hill,  let  every  one  look  to  himfelf,  for  none  of 
us  will  be  out  of  the  way  of  harm ;  for  the  reft  will  follow  this  one,  and  having  thrown  , 
■us  under  foot,  they  will  open  i  paflige  to  this  liill  behind  us.'     What  happened  aino- 

*  T.V  miltakc  the  tIcw  of  thn  place,  in  the  firft  and  fjcond  edit,  of  the  Tmr^  i«  called  tW  liing'a  (eat, 
near  Clair. 
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ment  after  coniirmed  this  opinion  :  for  the  Queen  ordered  one  of  the  bed  dogs  to  be  . 
let  loofe  on  one  of  the  deer ;  this  the  do_^  purfues,  the  leading  ftag  frighted,  he  flies  by 
the  fame  way  he  had  come  there,  the  reft  rufli  after  him  and  break  out  where  the 
thickeft  body  of  the  Hlglilanders  was  ;  they  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  throw  ihemfelves 
flat  on  the  heath,  and  to  allow  the  deer  to  pafs  over  them.  It  was  toldthe  Queen  that 
feveral  of  the  Highhinders  had  been  wounded,  and  that  two  or  three  had  been  killed 
outright ;  and  thai  the  whnle  body  had  got  off,  had  not  the  Highlanders,  by  their  fltill 
in  hunting,  fallen  upon  a  ftratagem  to  cut  off  the  rear  from  the  main  body.  It  was 
of  thofe  that  had  been  feparated  that  the  Queen's  dogs  and  thpfe  of  the  nobility  made 
flaughicr.    'There  were  killed  ihat  day  360  deer,  with  five  wolves,  and  fonie  roes." 

Jrom  the  -fumniit  of  the  King's  ftat  is  a  beautiful  profpcQ  to  the  north  of  Strath-Tayj 
and  to  the  fouih,  a  Hill  finer  one  of  the  winding  of  the  riv^^r,  through  a  trafi  enriched 
with  corn-fields,  and  varied  with  frequent  woods ;  and,  at  a  diftance,  the  celebrated 
wood  of  Bimum,  and  hill  of  Dnnfmane. 

On  defcending  into  the  gardens,  vifit  the  houfe,  or  rather  villa,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Athol;  fmall,  but  fumilhed  with  peculiar  elegance  ;  the  windows  are  finely 
painted  by  Mr.  Siagleton,  an  eleve  of  the  houfe,  whofe  performances  do  him  much 
credit. 

Crofs  the  Tay,  to  vtfit  the  improvements  on  the  banks  of  the  great  torrent  Bran, 
which  rufhes  impetuoufly  over  its  rugged  bottom.  All  this  part  is  a  mixture  of  culii. 
yation,  with  vaii  rocks  fpringing  out  of  the  ground,  among  which  are  conduced 
variety  of  walks,  bordered  with  flowers  and  Sowenng  Ihrubs,  and  adorned  with  num- 
bers of  little  buildings,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  oriental  gardens. 

Continue  my  ride  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Tay,  and  foon  quit  this  auguft  entrance 
into  the  Scottifti  Alps.  The  mountams  gradually  fink,  the  plain  expands,  and  agri- 
culture increafes.  Arrive  in  the  plain  of  Stormont,  a  parr  of  Strathmore,  or  the  great 
plain,  being  the  moft  extenfive  of  any  in  North  Britain,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Grampian  hills,  on  the  fouth  by  thofe  of  Ochit,  and  of  Sadlow,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the 
fea;  ftretching  at  wie  .extremity  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  Sterling,  at  the  other  to 
Stonehive  in  theMerns,  but  diftinguiftied  in  different  places  by  diSerent  names. 

Pafe  by  a  neat  fettlement  of  weavers,  called,  from  the  inhabitants,  Spittlefields.  This 
ceuntry  is  very  populous,  full  of  fpinners,  and  weavers  of  buckrams  and  coarfe  cloths 
orftentings;  of  which  twelve  millions  of  yards  are  annually. exported  from  Perth. 
Much  flax  is  raifetl  here,  and  the  country  is  full  of  corn,  but  not  fuflicient  to  fup- 
ply  the  numerous  inhabitants.  Late  at  night  reach  Inch-tuthel,  the  modem  Del-  , 
vin,  the  feat  of  John  Mackenzie  *  £fq.  where  I  found  a  continuation  of  Highland 
hofpttality. 

The  fituation  of  this  houfe  is  of  ftrange  fingulaiity  ;  on  a  flat  of  a  hundred  and  fifty, 
four  Scotch  acres  t,  regularly  fteep  on  every  fide,  and  in  every  part  of  equal  height ; 
that  is  to  fay,  about  fixty  feet  above  the  great  plain  of  Stormont,  which  it  ftands  on. 

•  Mr.  Micteniie'g  father.  v\\o  was  a  good  anliquaiy,  held  tlii»  to  Iiave  b«n  part  of  the  land  granted 
by  Kenneth  to  the  gallant  Hay,  the  hero  of  the  battle  of  Loncarly,. whofe  defcendanta  poirefTcd  it  four  or 
fivecenturici. 

f  The  difference  between  the  meafiirei  oF  land  in  Scotland  and  thofe  nfed  in  England,  ia  in  proportloo 
<to  the  Scon  fall  of  fix  SMta  ells  length  and  the  Jirglifh  perch,  which  by  ilatute  is  in  length  five  yards  and 
a  half,  whereby  the  acrca  Hand  thus!  one  Scota  acre  ii,  one  acre  one  ror^d  and  one  perch  Englilh  )  ico 
Scotaare  1:5  acrca  2  rooda^j  perchci:  [•>  that  the  proportion  is  nearly  aa  four  ii  to  fiTc,  It  la  tatie  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  ia  no  llatnic  lor  the  ^cots  chain,  as  there  ia  for  the  EngliAi  ;  only  a  very  old  cuHotn,  which 
feemalo  liaTe  been  brought  from  the  Paris  Roy^  ArpCM,  which  ia  nearly  the  fame  wiin  that  ufed  at  pre- 
IcRt  in  ScotUnt),  and  called  the  Scota  acre. 
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The  figBre  Is  alfo  remarkible,  and  much  better  to  be  exprefled  by  an  engraving  than 
by  any  defcription  of  mine. 

Two  nations  took  advantage  of  this  natural  ftrength,  and  fituated  themfelves  on  it. 
The  PiSs,  the  long  pofieflbrs  of  thefe  eaftern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  all  probability 
had  here  an  oppidum,  or  to\^n,  fuch  as  uncivilized  people  inhabited  in  early  times ; 
often  in  the  midft  of  woods,  and  fortified  alt  round  with  a  dike.  Here  we  find  the 
veftiges  of  fuch  a  defence,  a  mound  of  (tones  and  earth  running  along  the  margin  of 
the  fteep,  in  many  places  entire,  in  others,  time  or  accident  hath  rendered  it  lefs  vifible, 
w  hath  totally  deftroyed  it.  The  Aones  were  npt  found  on  the  fpot,  but  were  brought 
from  a  place  two  miles  diflant,  where  quarries  of  the  fame  kind  are  Hill  in  ufe. 

Anotherdike  croffes  the  ground,  from  margin  to  margin,  in  the  place  it  begins  to 
*row  narrow.  This  feem8  intended  as  the  firll  defence  againft  an  enemy,  (hould  the 
'  inhabitants  fail  in  defending  their  outworks,  and  be  obliged  to  quit  their  flation  and 
retire  to  a  (Ironger  part.  Near  the  extremity  is  what  I  Ihould  name  iheir  citadel ; 
for  a  fmall  portion  of  the  end  is  cut  off  from  the  reft  by  five  great  dikes,  and  as  many 
deep  fbffes,  and  within  that  is  the  ftrong  hold,  impregnable  agatnft  the  neighbouring  - 
nations. 

This  place  had  alfo  another  fecurity  which  time  hath  diverted  from  them :  the 
river  Tay  once  entirely  environed  the  place,  and  formed  it  into  an  ifland,  as  the  name 
in  the  antient  language,  which  it  flill  retains,  imports  ;  that  of  Inch-tuthel,  or  the  iOe 
of  Tuthel.  The  river  at  prefent  runs  on  one  fide  only  j  but  there  are  plain  marks  on 
the  north  in  particular,  not  only  of  a  channel,  but  of  fbme  pieces  of  water,  obk)ng, 
narrow,  and  pointing  in  the  dire^ion  the  Tay  had  taken^  before  it  had  ceafed  to  in- 
fulate  this  piece  of  ground.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  period  when  its  waters  confined 
themfelves  to  one  bed ;  but  am  informed  that  a  grant  flill  exids  from  one  of  the 
James's  of  a  Hght  of  fifiiing  in  the  river,  at  Caput<mac-Atho1,  eaft  of  the  place. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  there  can  be  any  traces  of  the  habitations  of  a  people 
who  dwelt  in  the  moft  perilhable  hovels :  but  as  the  moil  barbarous  nations  paid 
more  attention  to  the  remains  of  the  dead  than  to  the  conveniency  of  the  living,  they 
formed,  dther  for  the  proteftion  of  the  reliques  of  their  chieftains  from  infults  of 
man,  or  favage  beaft,  or  for  fepulchral  memorials,  mounts  of  diiferent  fizes.  Ancient 
Greece  and  ancient  Latium  concurred  in  the  fame  practice  with  the  natives  of  this 
ifland.  Patroclus  among  the  Greeks,  and  HeJlor  among  the  Trojans,  received  but  the 
lame  funeral  honours  with  our  Caledonian  heroes,  and  the  afties  of  Dercennus  •  the 
Laurenllne  ntonarch  had  the  fame  fimple  protection.  The  urn  and  pall  of  the  Trojan 
warrior  might  perhaps  be  more  fuperb  than  thofe  of  a  Britifli  leader :  the  rifing  monu- 
ment of  each  had  the  common  materials  from  our  mother  earth: 

T^e  fnowy  bones  hii  frieniji  and  brothen  place*  <. 

With  tear*  colleflnl,  in  a  golden  vafe  ; 

Ttie  golden  vaTe  in  purple  paid  they  rolled. 

Of  foTteft  texture,  and  inwrought  with  fco'd. 

Laft  o'er  the  um  the  facred  eanh  they  fpreadt 

And  rait'd  a  tomb  memorial  of  the  dead  f.    ' 

Or,  as  it  is  more  ftrongly  exprefled  by  the  fame  elegant  tranflator,  in  the  account  of 
the  funeral  of  Patroclne : 


Hi);h  in  the  rotdft  they  heap  (he  fwelling  bed 
Of  riling  earth,  memarial  of  the  deaA  ^ . 

book  xxiv;  line  1003. 
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Monuments  of  this  kind  are  very  frequeat  over  the  face  of  this  plain :  tbe  tumulf 
are  round,  not  greatly  elevated,  and  at  their  bafis  furrounded  with  a  fofs.  Many  bones 
have  been  found  in  fome  of  thefe  barrows,  neither  lodged  in  Itoae  chefts  nor  depofited 
in  urns. 

The  Romans,  in  their  courfe  along  this  part  of  Britain,  did  not  negled  fo  fine  a  fitu- 
ation  for  a  (lation.  Notwithdanding  the  great  change  made  by  inclofures,  by  plaata- 
tion,  and  by  agriculture,  there  are  Hill  vedigesof  one  (Ution  five  hundred  yards  fquare. 
The  fide  next  to  Delvin  houfe  is  barely  to  be  traced :  and  part  of  another  borders  on 
the  margin  of  the  bank.  There  is  likewife  a  fmall  fquare  redoubt  near  the  edge,  facing 
the  Eaft-inch  in  the  Tay,  which  covered  the  ftation  on  that  fide. 

The  firft  was  once  inclofed  with  a  wall  fourteen  feet  thick,  whofe  foundations  are  re- 
membered by  two  farmers  of  the  name  of  Stertan,  aged  about  feventy ;  who  had  recaved 
from  th^'ir  father  and  grandfather  frequent  accounts  of  aflies,  cinders,  brick,  iron, 
utenfils,  weapons,  and  large  pieces  of  lead,  having  been  frequently  found  on  the  fpoc 
in  the,  courfe  of  ploughing  •  :  and  to  the  weft  of  this  ftation,  about  thirty  years  ago, 
Vere  difcovered  the  veftiges  of  a  large  building,  the  whole  grpund  being  filled  with 
fragments  of  brick  and  mortar.  A  re£)^ngular  hollow  made  of  brick  is  llill  entire  :  h 
is  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  three  or  four  feet  wide,  and  five  or  fix  feet  deep. 
Boethius  calls  this  place  the  Tulina  of  the  Pids;  and  adds,  that  in  their  time,  it  was 
a  moft  populous  city  j  but  was  deferted  and  burnt  by  them  on  the  approach  of  the 
Romans  under  Agricula.  He  alfo  infonns  us,  that  it  bore  the  name  of  Inch-tuthel  ia 
his  days'f.  The  materials  from  which  this  hiftorian  took  the  early  part  of  his  work  are 
unknown  to  us,  any  further  than  what  we  learn  from  bimfelf,  that  they  were  records 
fent  to  him  in  1 525  from  Jona  ;  but  by  whom  compiled,  remains  undifcovered.  I  do 
not  doubt  his  aflertion  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  fome  truths  coUefted  from  traditions 
may  be  fcattered  aniidft  the  innumerable  legendary  tales,  fo  abundant  in  his  firft 
books.  This  I  would  wifh  to  place  among  the  former,  as  the  a£tual  veftiges  of  two 
nations  are  ftill  to  be  traced  on  the  fpou  I  would  alfo  call  it  the  Orrea  of  the  Ro- 
mans, which  the  learned  Sti;ikely  fuppofes  to  have  been  Perth,  notwithftanding  he 
places  it  in  his  map  I  north>eail  of  the  Tay,  aiui  on  the  very  fpot  vihere  the  prefent 
Delvin  ftands. 

Aug.  34.  Leave  Delvin.  ■  Crofs  the  Tay,  at  the  ferry  of  Caputh.  .  Pafs  over  3  fliort 
traft  of  barren  country.  On  the  banks  of  a  fniaU  rill  are  veftiges  of  an  encampment, 
as  is  fuppofed,  of  the  Danes,  and  to  have  been  called  from  thofe  invaders  Gaily  Bum, 
or  the  burn  of  the  ftrangers'.  A  Utile  farther,  in  a  very  fertile  improved  country,  is 
Loncarty,  celebrated  for  the  fignal  victory  obtained  by  the  Scots,  under  Kenneth  HI  §, 
over  the  Danes,  by  means  of  the  gallant  peafant  Hay,  and  his  two  fons,  who,  with  no 
other  weapons  than  yokes  which  they  fnatched  from  their  oxen  then  at  plough,  firft 
put  a  flop  to  the  flight  of  their  countrymen,  and  afterwards  led  them  on  to  conqueft. 
Thefe  fpirited  lines  are  a  perfett  picture  of  the  aftion : 

Quo  rufti'i,  ciVs  ?     Heia  !  hqCii  obvertiw  vultui ! 

rion  pudec  iflfami  vcrleie  Ifrga  fuga  ? 
Hoftis  fgo  vobis  i  aut  ferrum  vcrtite  in  hoftem. 

Dixie, 'et  armatui  dux  priett  ipfc  jugo. 
Qii^ai  qua  ibat  vaftum  condciifa  per  agioina  DanQm 

Dal  Itragem.     Hinc  omois  confequituique  fuga. 

•  By  letter  from  ilie  Rer.  Mr.  Biffet,  mlnirter  of  Caputh.  ^  Hid.  Scatm.  lib.  iv.  p.  tf^. 

X  la  bii  account  of  Ri£batd  of  Cirencefier.  j  Who  began  hi>  reign  in  g'}6.  ' 
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Servavit  dvn.     Vidorem  reppulic  hoftem. 

Unug  cum  nalia  agminig  inllar  crat. 
Hie  Dccius  agnofce  tuus  magnx  xmula  Rome, 
Aut  prior  hac  }  aut  te  his  Scotiz  major  adhuc  •. 

The  nobk  fiimiiiesof  Hay  derive  their  defcent  from  this  niftic  hero,  and,  in  memory 
oftheaQion,  bear  for  their  arms  the  inftrument  of  their  viftoryj  with  the  allufive 
motto  oijubjugo.  Tradition  relates,  that  the  monarch  gave  this  deliverer  of  his  coun- 
try, in  reward,  as  much  land  as  a  grey-hound  would  run  over  in  a  certain  time,  or  a 
felcon  would  furround  in  its  flight :  and  the  ftory  fays  that  he  chofe  the  laft.  There  is  . 
fomething  heroic  in  this  tale  :  but  after  all  the  truth  is,  the  iamily  may  be  derived  from 
the  ancient  flock  of  De  la  I-Iaye  of  Norman  origin. 

Over  this  trad  arc  fcattered  numbers  of  Tumuli,  in  which  are  frequently  found  bones 
and  entire  (]i.eIetons,  fomerimes  lodged  in  rude  coffins,  formed  of  ftones,  difpofed  in 
that  form ;  at  other  times  depofited  only  in  the  earth  of  the  barrow.  In  one  place  is 
an  upright  flone,  fuppofed  to  have  been  laid  over  the  place  of  fepulture  (^  the  Damlk 
leader.  The  prefent  names  of  two  places  on  this  plain  certainly  allude  to  the  afUon 
and  to  the  vanquiflied  enemy,  "  Turn  again  Hillock"  points  out  the  place  where  the 
Scots  rallied,  and  a  fpot  near  eight  Tumuli,  called  Danemerk,  maydefign  the  j^ce  of 
greateft  JIaughter. 

Continue  my  ride  through  a  fine  plain^  rich  in  com ;  the  crops  of  wheat  excellent. 
The  noble  Tay  winds  boldly  on  the  left ;  the  eaftern  borders  are  decorated  with  the 
woods  of  Scone.  The  fine  bridge  now  completed,  the  city  of  Perth,  and  the  hills  and 
rifing^woods  beyond,  form  a  moft  beautiful  finilhing  of  the  profpeft. 

Perth,  till  about  the  year  1437,  was  the  principal  city  of  Scotland,  the  frequent  re- 
£dence  of  its  princes,  and  feat  of  parliaments  and  courts  of  judice.  It  is  placed  in  the 
middle  of  a  verdant  plain,  which  it  divides  in  two  parts,  one  called  the  north,  the  other 
the  fouth  loch.  This  city  rofe  after  the  deftrudion  of  the  old  Perth  or  Bertha,  a  place 
above  two  miles  higher  up  the  river,  which  was  overwhelmed  by  a  flood  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Lion  in  laio,  who,  with  his  family,  with  difficulty  efcaped  in  a  fmall  HdC 
William  re-built  the  town  in  a|^acelefsliableto  fuch  Calamities ;  and  called  it  St.  John's 
Town  in  honour  of  the  faint. 

Old  Perth  was  a  place  of  commerce  in  the  year  1 1 28,  is  evident  from  the  charter  of 
David  I.  to  the  abbey  of  Holyrood  houfe,  in  which  he  gives  a  hundred  fliilltngs  out  of 
his  fmall  tithes  there,  or  the  duties  arifing  from  the  fird  merchants  that  fliould  come  in- 
to the  port.  In  1 1 60  found  here  fecurity  in  a  flrong  tower  from  an  attack  made  on 
him  by  Ferquhard  Earl  of  Strathern,  who  made  here  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  feize 
his  perfon  f- 

The  new  Perth  became  confiderable»  not  only  on  account  of  its  being  a  royal  refi- 
dence",  but  likewife  by  reafon  of  the  vaft  commerce  which  its  fituation  on  one  of  the 
fird  rivers  in  North-Britain  would  naturally  convey.  Its  importance  foon  gave  it  walls 
and  fortiiications.  Major  \  calls  it  the  only  waited  city  in  Scotland.  The  callle  flood 
near  the  Skinner-gate  ftreet.  The  importance  of  the  place  made  it  frequently  expe- 
rience the  calamities  of  war.  Edward  I.,  when  he  over-ran  Scotland,  pofleOed  himfelf  of 
this  city.  In  131a  it  was  taken  by  Robert  Bruce  §  in  the  month  of  January;  when 
he  put  to  death  the  chief  perfons  both  Englifh  and  Scotch,  but  fpared  the  common  peo- 
ple; after  which  he  levelled  the  fortifications.  After  the  fatal  battle  of  Dupplin  in 
1332,  Ballol,  with  fmall  oppofidon,  entered  the  place,  and  left  it  inpofieffion  of  the 

*  ]oh.  Johndoni  Heron  Scot!.  f  Annala  Scotland,  ill3. 

X  P.  20.  I  Fordun,  7,  J44. 
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enemies  of  bL^^:ountry.  '  Etjward  HI.  who  knew  its  importance,  repaired  the  walls,  and 
rcftoi;ed  ihe  fortifications  at  the  expence  of  the  rich  abbies  of  Arbroth,  Cowper,  Lin- 
dores,  Balnierinoch,  Dumferline,  and  St.  Andrew's ;  and  placed  there,  as  governor. 
Sir  f  homas  Ochtred.  It  remained  under  a  foreign  yoke  but  a  fmall  time  ;  for  in  1340 
Robert  Stuart,  guardian  of  Scotland,  with  a  ftrong  army,  and  the  affiftance  of  William 
Douglas,  B  ho  came  opportunely  from  France,  with  five  ftips,  reftored  the  place  to'its 
natural  mafler,  after  a  gallant  defence  of  two  months  and  two  weeks,  by  the  governor 
Sir  Thomas  Ochtred  •. 

I  do  not  recotltft  thatit  underwent  anyiiege  from  that  period  till  the  religious  wars 

of  1 559  ;  when  the  queen  regent,  provoked  by  the  infult  of  the  inhabitants  on  all  flie 

.  held  venerable  and  holy  f^  placed  there  a  garrifon  of  French.     The  zeal  however  of  the 

congregation  foon  colleftcd  a  potent  army  to  its  relief  under  Argyle,  who,  after  a  IhorC 

ficge,  obliged  the  garrifon  to  capitulate  and  retire. 

Perth  from  that  time  remained  in  peace  above  a  century.  In  1 644  the  Marquis  of 
Montrofe  feizcd  the  place,  after  the  battle  of  Tibbirmoor  ;  and  Cromwell,  tn  July  1651, 
afteraweak  defence  from  a  weak  garrifon,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  this  important  city  : 
and,  tofpcure  the  poffeffion,  the  Eiiglifli  commiffioners  ordered  J  a  citadel  to  be  built 
on  the  South  Inch,  capable  of  containing  five  hundred  men,  the  remains  of  which  ftill 
retain  the  name  of  Oliver's  Mount. 

The  Earl  of  Mar's  army,  in  the  rebellion  of  1 7 1 5,  lay  a  confiderable  rime  in  this  place, 
and  fpent  here  confiderable  fums  of  money.  This  circumftance  contributed  as  much 
to  enrich  the  city,  as  thefettlementof  numbers  of  Oliver's  forces,  after  theeftablifliment 
of  peace,  aOided  in  introdadng  that  fpirit  of  induftry,  which,  to  this  moment,  diftin- 
guilhes  the  inhabitants. 

Perth  is  large,  well  built,  and  populous,  and  contains  about  eleven  thouiand  inhabi- 
tants, nine  thoufand  of  whom  are  of  the  eftablilhed  church  of  Scotland  ;  the  reft  of  a 
variety  of  perfuafions,  fuch  as  Epifcopalians,  Non-jurors,  Giaffites,  and  Secederej  the 
fecond  chiefly  confifts  of  a  congregation  of  venerable  females.  The  town  has  but  one 
parilh,  fupptied  with  three  churches,  befides  the  chapels  for  fuch  who  diflfent  from  the 
eftabiifhed  church. 

The  two  principal  ftreets  are  reraark^ly  fine :  in  fome  of  the  leffer  ones  are  ftill  to 
be  feen  a  few  wooden  houfes  in  the  old  ftyle  ;  but  as  they  decay,  the  mariftrates  pro- 
hibit  the  re-building  them  in  the  fame  manner.  The  great  improvement  of  the  town  is 
to  be  dated  from  the  year  1745,  it  being  fuppofed  to  have  increaTed  one  third  fmce  that 
turbulent  period  :  for  the  government  of  this  part  of  Great  Britain  had  never  been 
properly  fettled  till  a  little  after  that  time. 

TheTay  waihes  theeaft  fide  of  the  town,  and  is  deep  enough  to  bring  veflels  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  tons  burden  as  far  as  -the  quays  :  and,  if  Dutch-built,  or  flat-bot- 
tomed, even  of  two  hundred  tons  burden.  This  enables  the  inhabitants  of  Perth  to 
carry  on  a  very  confiderable  trade.  The  exports  are  as  follow :  Of  white  and  brown 
Unens,  about  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds  worth  are  annually  fent  to  London,  befides- 
a  very  great  quantity  that  is  difpofed  of  to  Edinburgh  and  Gla^ow  :  and  London,  Man^ 
cbeflcrand  Glafgow  take  about  ten  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  linen  yam. 

Linfeed  oil  forms  a  confiderable  article  of  commerce.  Seven  water-mills  belonging 
to  this  place  are  in  full  employ,  and  make,  oq  a  medium,  near  three  hundred  tons  of  oil, 

•  M»jor.  !',<;. 

f  I'hc  Tcformert  conuniucd  feicral  (Xceir«i ;  fuch  ai  intemipiin^  the  prieAi  !n  their  fermoDi,  nailing;  a 
«air  of  ram's  hornt  nn  the  head  of  St.  Fmqci),  and:  a  cow'i  tail  to  his  tump,  Itc,  &c. 
%■  Wliiulock,  518. 
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vbicfa  is  chiefly  fent  to  Londonj  and  brings  in  from  dght  tu  nine  thoufand  pounds. 
The  firft  mill  for  this  purpofe  wasere&ed,  about  the^beginning  of  this  century,  by  John 
Duke  of  Atfiol.  At  the  firft  a  gla&  of  »hilky,  mixed  with  half  as  much  of  the  oil,  was 
a  fafliionable  dram ;  but  this  foon  grew  out  of  ufe,  as  well  as  the  cudom  of  throwing  ' 
away  the  linfeed  cakea ;  which  are  now  fold  at  a  good  price^  and  uled  with  the  utmoft 
fuccefs  iQ  feeding  cattle.  The  gentleman  is  now  living,  who  firfl  introduced  ftalKfed' 
beef  into  the  market  of  Perth.  Before  that  time  the  greateft  part  of  Scotland  lived  on, 
fait  meat  throu;j;hout  the  winter,  as  the  natives  of  the  Hebrides  do  at  prefent,  and  as  the 
Englifli  did  in  the  feudal  times*.  So  far  behind  has  North  Britain  been  in  the  con<- 
v^niencies  of  life,  and  fuch  rapid  progrefs  has  it  of  late  made  towards  attaining  them. 

The  exports  of  wheat  and  barley  are  fiom  twenty-four  to  thirty  thoufand  bolls. 

Confiderable  quantities  of  tallow,  bees*  wax,  drefled  fheep-fluns,  drefled  and  raw 
calve-fluns,  and  goat-fkins  are  fliipped  from  this  place. 

The  exports  of  falmon  to  London  and  the  Mediterranean  brings  in  five  thoufand;. 
two  huBdred  pounds  Iterling.  That  filh  is  taken  here  in  great  abundance.  Three 
thoufand  have  been  caught  in  one  morning,  wdghii^,  one  with  another,  fixteen  pounde 
a-piece ;  the  whole  capture  bang  forty-eight  thoufand  pounds.  The  fifhery  begins  at 
St.  Andrew*8-day,  and  ends  Aiiguft  36th,  Old  Style.  The  rent  of  the  fifteries  amount 
to  three  thouland  pounds  a  year. 

Vo  bwgars  are  feen  about  the  ftreets.  In  July  1776,  fixteen  perfons  were  chofea 
from  di^rent  quarters  of  the  town,  to  aflefe  the  place  for  poor  rates,  for  tjie  mainte- 
nance of  the  indigent. 

It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  fearch  for  any  remains  of  the  monadic  antiquities  of  this  place  t 
fanatic  fury  raving  m  a  few  hours  proftrated  the  magnificent  works  of  miftaken  piety. 
**  Pull  down  the  nefts,  and  the  rooks  will  fly  away,"  was  the  maxim  of  the  rough 
apoftle  Knox,  and  his  difciples  took  effe&ual  care  to  put  in  execution  the  ofonion  o£ 
thar  mafler. 

'  The  Dominicans  firft  felt  the  effe3  of  their  rage.  After  the  conclufion  of  one  of  his- 
fermons,  inciting  the  demolition  of  itnages  and  church  ornaments,  an  indifcreet  prieft 
began  the  celebration  of  mafs.  A  boy  in  his  zeal  flung  a  ftone  and  injured  a  pi^re  : 
the  populace  took  that  as  a  fignal  to  begin  the  demolition,  and  in  a  very  fhort  titne 
plundered  the  monaflery,  and  laid  all  in  ruin.  This  houfe  was  founded  in  1331  tw 
Alexander  U.  In  1437  its  walls  were  polluted  by  the  execrable  murder  of  Hmea  I. 
the  bell  and  mofl  accompliflied  prince  of  the  name.  He  had  retired  to  this  convent  on' 
the  rumour  of  a  confpiracy.  The  attack  was  made :  the  heroifm  of  Catherine  Doug- 
lafs,  an  attendant  on  the  Queen,  mull  not  be  pafled  in  filence.  She  ran  and  Oiut  the 
door  on  the  irft  alum ;  but,  mifling  the  bar  which  fhould  have  fecured  it,  fubllitoted 
her  tender  arm  in  the  place,  which  was  inftantly  crufhed  to  pieces  by  the  efforts  of  the 
aflafEns. 

The  Obfervantines,  a  branch  of  the  Francifcans,  had  here  a  monaftery,  (buitded  by~ 
Lord  Ofiphant,  in  1 460.  It  underwent  the  fame  fate  with  the  other.  In  it,  lay  ihe- 
vriters  on  the  r^ormation,  were  found  eight  ptinchecHis  of  fait  beef,  wine,  beer,  and 
plenty  of  other  provifions,  befides  moft  excellent  furnitnre,  confifting  of  fheets,  blan- 
kets, and  beds ;  and  yet  there  were  only  eight  perfons  in  the  convent ;  from  whoicer 
they  drew  an  inference  how  ill  the  monks  obfv-rved  their  vows  of  poveity  and  abftU 

*  Wc  admire  the  ftock  of  proT!6oi»  in  the  larder  of  the  elder  Epeocer  about  tlie  yen  13*T,  when,  at- 
latc  as  Majj  the  carcalica  of  Bo  fatted  btevea,  ^ 00  bacons,  and  60b  muttona  were  found,  mere  reliqiiea  of 
fail  viater  pravifioDi.    But  in  tbofc  days,  there  wm  no  haj,  oo  hamOcd  food  for  dome^  anioula. 
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nence  J  never  confidering  that  the  religious  houfes  were  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  and  the 
inns  of  the  rich  ;  and  that  their  regular  aSs  of  charity  an>,i  hofpitality  otliged  them  to 
keep  thefe  large  flocks  of  provifions,  without  affording  the  means  of  applying  them  to 
the  ()urpofe  of  felfilh  luxury. 

The  rigid  -order  of  Carthufians  founded  a  place  here.  James  I.  ofl  his  return  from 
his  Englifh  captivity^  ellabljflied  a  convent  of  them  in  1429  *,  as  thefe  monkifh  lines 
exiH-efs: 

Annus  millenua  vicenus  licque  oovenut 
Qtiadnngentenus  Scntis  fert  munera  plenus  : 
Semina  florum,  gcrmina  rooriim,  myftica  mella 
Cum  lib!,  Scotia,  fit  Carthufia,  fpoofa  novtlla. 

The  vicar  of  the  Grand  Chartreufe  in  Dauphine  was  the  firft  fuperior.  On  thedii^ 
folution,  James  VI.  created  George  Hay,  of  Nethercliff,  commendator  of  this  priory, 
with  the  title  of  Lord,  but  finding  the  revenue  too  fmatl  to  fupport  the  dignity,  wMety 
refigned  it  into  his  Majefly's  hands.  *'        ,    ~ 

The  church  belonging  to  this  monaflery  was  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  fineft  ia 
Scotland.  In  it  was  the  tomb  of  the  royal  founder,  that  of  his  Queen,  Jane,  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  fon  of  John  of  Gaunt,  and  that  of  Marearet,  Queen  of  James 
IV.  and  daughter  of  Henry  Til.  in  right  of  whom  the  crown  of  England  devolved  on 
.the  royal  family  of  Scotland.  In  the  houfe  was  preferved  the  doublet  in  which  James  I. 
was  murdered  ;  which  the  monks,  with  pious  regard,  Oiewed,  ftained  with  blood,  and 
pierced  in  many  places  with  the  fwords  of  the  confpirators. 

Leave  Perth,  and  pafs  over  the  South-Inch,  a  green  beautifully  planted.  Keep  af- 
cending  a  hill  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  enjoy  a  rich  view  of  the  oufe  of  Gowrie,  and 
of  the  nrth  of  Tay,  bounded  by  that  fine  tra^  on  one  fide,  and  the  county  of  Fife  on 
the  other.  On  p^ng  the  heights  of  this  afcent,  have  a  full  view  of  Strathem :  con- 
tinue my  way,  for  fome  time,  on  the  fine  terrace  that  runs  along  the  northern  fide  ;  and 
finifh  this  day's  journey  at  Dupplin,  the  feat  of  my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Kiimoul. 

In  the  houfe  are  feveral  very  fine  pi£lures  :  among  others 

The  adoration  of  the  fhepherds;  the  worfhipping  of  the  wife  men  in  the  eafl;  and 
Diogenes  remarking  the  boy  drinking  out  of  tus  hand  ;  three  capital  pieces,  by  Faulo 
Panini.     The  figures  uncommonly  fine. 

Two  monks  praying  :  heads.     By  Quintin  Metfis. 

A  fine  half  length  of  St.  Jerom,  half  naked :  a  figure  of  intenfe  devotion.  His  eyes 
lifted  up,  his  mouth  opening.    By  Lamatife. 

A  fine  head  of  an  old  woman,  looking  over  her  fhoulder>  keen  and  meagre.  By 
Honthorft. 

Heads  of  Polembergh,  the  painter^  and  his  wife.     By  Honthorfl:. 

The  head  of  Boon,  a  comic  painter,  playing  on  a  lute.     By  himfelf  t. 

Head  of  Spenfer  the  poetic  ornament  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;  the  fweet,  the  me- 
lancholy, romantic  bard  of  a  romantic  queen  ;  the  moral,  romantic  client  of  the  moral 
romantic  patron.  Sir  Philip  Sydney  ;  fated  to  pafs  his  days  in  dependence,  or  in  ftrug- 
gling  againft  adverfe  fortune,  in  a  country  infenfible  to  his  merit :  either  at  court 

*  Til <  letter  from  the  General  of  the  oriler,  dated  from  La  o  randc  CliartTeufc,  Aiiguft  19th,  1436,  itftfll 
entant ;  addrelTed  to  Jsme*,  Tignifying  iiermilTion  10  ertft  a  houfe  of  that  order  at  Penh.  Tlie  General 
alfo  offers  to  fend  two  monks  iaCo  Scotland  to  fuperintend  the  buililing. 

■  -j-  For  an  account  of-  there  three  painters  confult  Mr.  Waipok's  Anecdotes,  410.  toL  u.  p.  113.  ijr. 
vol  iii.  tj- 
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To  loofe  ([ood  Aayt,  that  might  be  better  fpeot, 

To  walle  lonj;  ni^^hls  in  prnlive  difcontent ; 

To  fp-rd  to  Jay,  to  be  put  bick  to-tnorrow. 

To  feed  wilh  bope,  t"  pine  with  fear  and  Torrow  j 

To  have  hit  prince's  grace,  yet  want  her  peer* ;  , 

To  have  hia  aftirg,  yet  wai   many  yeart ; 

To  fret  hiB  foul  with  croHeB  and  kV><h  carea. 

To  cut  h;«  heart  with  comfortlefs  d-fpairj 

To  fawn,  to  crouch,  to  ride,  to  wa>t,  to  run  ;  , 

To  fpeod,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone  *. 

Or  in  Ireland  to  be  tantalized  with  the  appearance  of  good  fortune;  to.befeated 
amidft  fcenery  indulgeni  to  his  fanciful  miifc  ;  yet,  at  length,  to  be  expelled  by  the 
barDarous  Tyrone ;  to  have  his  houre  burnt,  and  his  innocent  infant  perifh  in  the 
flames  J  to  return  home;  to  die  in  dceppovtrty  ;  lamenGng 

That  gentler  »iis  (h  mid  breed 
Where  thick  flcin  chuffc*  laugh  at  a  kholler's  need  +. 

May  it  not  be  imagined,  that,  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  he  comtmfed  his  Cave  of 
Despair  J,  as  fine  a  defcripdve  poem  as  any  i'.  our  Icmguage  ?  Might  not  his  di(lre(fes 
furni(h-him  with  too  powerful  arguments  for  fuicide,  had  not  his  Una,  or  his  innate  re-  ^ 
iigion,  fnatched  him  from  the  danger  ? 

Another  poet,  equally  negleded,  but  of  too  merry  a  turn  to  fmk  under  any  prelTure, 
is  the  droll  Butler,  whofe  head,  beautifully  painted  by  Sir  Peter  l*ly,  is  here  alfo. 
This  poet,  inftead  nf  whining  out  his  complaints  to  infenfibte  Majefty,  rallies  his -mo* 
narch  with  the  fame  plealantry  that  he  expofed  the  ridiculous cbara^l^  in  bis  immor- 
tal poem: 

Thia  prince,  whofe  ready  wit  and  parts  ■ 

Cnnquer'(i  bi>th  men  and  women'i  heart*, 

Waa  fo  o'ercome  with  knight  and  Rilpb, 
.      ^  That  he  could  never  claw  It  off;.  i  A       ■     "* 

He  never,  cat,  nor  drank,  dot  ilcpt, 

Sut  i  .udibr39  ftill  near  him  kept ; 

Nor  would  he  go  to  church,  or  fo,    . 

Bat  Ihidibrai  mull  with  him  go  ; 
,        Nor  yet  to  vilJt  concubine. 

Or  at  a  city  fcall  to  diK, 

But  Hudibni  muft  (litl  be  there. 

Or  all  the  fiit  yrt»  in  the  fire. 

Now  after  all,  wa*  it  not  bard 

That  he  fhould  meet  with  na  reward. 

That  fitted  out  thi*  knight  and  'fquire 

This  Duinarch  fo  much  did  admire? 

That  he  Ih  uld  never  reimburfe 

The  man  for  equipage  and  horfe, 

la  fure  a  ftrange  ungrateful  thing 

In  any  body  but  a  Kinv. 

Bur  this  goe'd  King,  it  feema,  wat  toltf 

By  fotne  that  were  with  Mm  too  bold, 

*•  If  e'er  you  hope  to  gain  your  endft 

'*  Carefa  your  foea,  and  iri}ft  your  friendih" 

Such  were  the  doArincn  tdat  were  t;iught, 

'Till  tbia  unthinking  Kiirg  was  brought 
■    .        To  leave  hia  frteoda  to  ftarve  or  die ; 

A  poor  reward  for  loyalty  Jl 
■  Mother  Huhhard'a  Tale.  +  Quoted  in  the  Britifh  Biography.". 

1  Book  I.  canto  ix.  ^  Butler-i  Remaini. 
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Mrs.  Tdfts,  in  the  character  of  St.  Catherine :  a  beautiful  picture.  Mrs.  Tofts  lived 
at  the  very  -introdudion  of  the  opera  into  this  kinf^Jom,  and  fung  in  company  with 
Nicolini ;  butj  being  ignorant  of  Italian,  chaunted  her  recitativo  in  Englilh,  in  anfwer 
to  his  Italian  I  but  the  charms  of  their  voices  overcame  this  abfurdity.  Her  charafter 
may  be  coUeded  from  the  following  epigram  : 

So  br!f(Iit  is  thy  bemty,  fo  clianning  thy  hng, 

A*  bit  drawn  Doth  ihe  beads  and  their  Orplieus  along  t 

But  fuch  M  thy  av'rTce,  and  fuch  id  thy  pride, 

That  the  beaft»  mull  haie  ftart'd,  and  the  poet  have  dy'd  *. 

A  held  of  Prince  Rupert,  by  Lely,  covered  with  a  vaft  \vig ;  the  Unfortunate  mode 
for  that  mat  artift,  ftiff  and  ungraceful.  Rupert  after  a  thouland  adions,  difUnguiihed 
as  muchliy  their  temerity  as  valour  ;  after  feveral  battles  won  and  loll  by  his  excefs  of 
courage,  at  once  difgraced  himfelf  by  a  pannic.  Accuftomed  to  f^ce  an  enemy  in  the 
field,  and  to  ad  the  part  of  theaflailant ;  he  Teems  to  have  lo^  all  fpirit  when  cooped  up 
within  walls.  He  knew  fo  little  of  himfelf  that  he  promifed  his  ill-fated  uncle  a  four 
motuhsdefence  of  the  important  town  of  Bridnl ;  but  as  foon  as  the  attack  was  made, 
he  funk  beneath  it,  and  made  an  almod  initant  furreiider.  After  he  was  commanded  by^ 
Cbarles  to  quit  the  kingdom,  he  ftill  attempted  fume  naval  fervices  ;  but  neither  ac- 
quired feme  nor  fuccefe.  After  the  reftoraiion  he  recov.  red  his  former  reputation ; 
and  in  the  naval  engagement  with  the  Dutch,  to  which  all  later  battles  have  been  but 
play,  his  temerity  feemed  to  have  been  loft:  but  his  courage  and  condud  (hone  with 
eqtial  luftre.  His  adive  i^int  never  fufiered  him  to  reft  even  in  the  intervals  of  peace. 
"Lore  and  the  Arts  wet%  his  relaxations.  i\  ifs  Hughes,  an  atitrcfs,  was  the  objed  of 
the  firft.  Among  the  lall  we  owe  to  him  the  art  of  mtzzotinto  fcraping.  He  invented 
a  metal  for  great  guns,  and  a  method  for  boring  them.  He  alfo  taught  the  firft  Kirkby 
the  art  of  giving  the  fine  temper  to  fifh-hooks. 

Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  a  gown  and  velvet  cap.     By  Richardfon. 

A  beautiful  miniature  of  Sir  John'Earnly,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  the  reigii 
of  Charles  II.,  and  one  of  the  commiflSoners  of  the  treafury  in  that  of  James  II.  on  the 
difpladng  of  Hyde,  Earl  of  Rochefter.     By  Cooper. 

A  head  of  Sir  Thomas  Nicholfon,  attorney-general.    By  Jamefon. 

George  Hay,  firft  Earl  of  KinnouU,  and  chancellor  of  Scotland  in  1622,  who  died  in 
1634.  His  drefs  a  black  robe  ftirred  ;  aruff;  a  laced  linen  cap :  the  feals  by  him.  A 
fine  fiiU  length,  painted  in  the  year  1 633.     Aged  6j.    By  Mytens. 

His  fon,  the  fecond  Earl,  captain  ot  the  guards  to  Charles  I.  a  tall  upright  figure, 
with  great  rofes  in  his  flioes ;  an  adtf  e  but  unfortunate  royaltft,  continued  in  arms  as 
late  as  the  year  i  !}54,  when  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  made  prifoner,  by  the  ufurp- 
ing  powers  in  Scotland. 

Sir  George  Hay  of  Meginnis }  full  length,  in  armour :  done  at  Rome,  1 649.  By 
L  Ferdinand. 

Below  ftairs,  in  one  of  the  bed  chambers,  is  a  half-length  portrait  of  the  celebrated 
James  Hay,  Vifcount  Doncafter,  and  Eariof  Carfifle,  on?  of  the  moft  fingular  charge-  ' 
ters  of  the  age.  His  engaging  manner  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  Jame-^  I. 
who  firft  bcftowed  on  him  the  title  of  Lord  Hay,  with  rank  next  to  our  barons,  but 
'without  privilege  of  fitting  in  the  Englifh  Parliament.  Soon  after,  without  external 
ceremony,  but  by  the  mere  delivery  01  the  letters  patent,  before  witneflls  iu  the  pnvy 

*  Sbii  ittvcd  ttwk  fvgland,  md  died  at  VcDtce,  ^MOt  twcbc  yetn  ago. 
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dmmber, at  Greenwich,  he  conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  an  EngliAi  peerage;  an4 
this  the  lawyers  held  to  be  equally  valid  with  any  form^  veftiture  *. 
■>  >His  majeUy  then  procured  him  the  foje  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lord  Denny,  the 
onateft  match  of  that  time ;  and  never  ceafed  heaping  .on  him  honour,  favours,  and 
ncbes,  which  he  feems  not  to  have  coveted  for  any  other  end  than  to  indulge  his  vio- 
knt  laflion  for  drefs,  luxury,  and  magnificence.  He  was  a  man  of  the  greeted  expenc?,. 
Mid  introduce  more  excels  in  cloaths  and  diet  than-  any  other  that  ever  lived  f  ;  and 
was  the  inventor  of  all  thofe  expenfive  ^fhions  from  which  others  did  but  traufcribe 
&dr  copies.  .  His  drefs  in  the  portrait  at  Dupplin  is  an  exception ;  being  black  flaOied, 
and  puffed  with  white  ^  bis  hair  Ihort  and  curled ;  his  beard  peaked  ;  bqt  when  he 
-  made  his  public  entry  into  Paris  as  ambaffador,  his  cloak  and  hofe  were  of  white  beaver, 
richly  embroidered-wtth  gold  and  filyer.'  His  cloak  bad  no  other  lining  than  embroi. 
dery,  the  doublet  cloth  of  gold  richly  wrought,  and  his  white  beaver  hat  brimful  of 
vmbitHdery. .  His  borfe  was.fliod  with  filver  ihoes,  flightly  tacked  on,  fo  that  every 
cvrvet  Sung  off  one  to  be  fcrambled  for  by  the  populace ;  and  that  was  inltantly  re- 
place^  by  a  farrier  who  attended  for  the  purpofe  |. 

Sumptuous  as  hia  apparet  Was  on  this  occaGon,  it  fell  fhort  ofthe  drefs  in  which  he 
andtiieEarl  of  Holland  appeared  when  they  efpoufed,  by  proxy,  Henrietta  Maria;  for. 
^y  received  her  clad  in  beaten  filver.  Ihey  certainly  did  not  confult  the  Gr^es  inJ 
this  Ai&els  of  fplendor. 

.  In  his  embaiTy  into  Germany  the  fame  pomp  followed  him.  At  the  Hague  he  met 
with  his  contraft  in  the  frugal'Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange ;  who  being  told  he  ought  to 
give  an  entertainment  to  the  great  Englifli  ambaffador,  **  Let  him  come/*  fays  his 
highoefs ;  and  looking  over  his  fimple  bill  of  fore,  feeing  only  one  pig,  ordered  a 
coilple  §,  by  way  of  making  the. treat  more  fumptuous,  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  on 
to  aiter  it.  What  a  fealt  was  this  to  him  who  feemed  to  have  realized  the  entertainments 
ef  Sir  Epicure  Mammon !  who  ufed  to  have  the  board  covered,  at  the  entrance  of  his 
gaells,  with  diflies  as  high  as  a  tall  man  could  reach,  filled  with  the  greatell  delicacies ; 
and  after  they  had  fealled  their  eyes,  would  caufe  them  to  be  removed  for  a  freih  fer- 
vice ;  who  t>nce  perOufted  one  perfon  to  carry  off  in  his  cloak-bag  forty  pounds  worth 
of  fweitmeats  ;  another  to  eat  a  pye  compofed  of  ambergriJe,  mulk,  and  magilterial  of 
pearl  ]|.  It  is  not  furprifmg  that  with  all  thefe  extravagancies  he  wafled  ^>ore  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  not  that  his  generofity,  attended  with  unccAnraon  afiability 
and  gracefulnefs  of  manners,  and  with  a  great  and  univerfal  underllanding,  {hould  rivet 
him  in  the  aSefUon  andelleem  of  the  whole  EngUlhnation.  But  that  with  the  luxury 
c^  an  Apicius,  he  could  mingle  the  honeit  fentiments  of  A,  Clarendon  in  his  advice  to 
bisprincef ;  and  that  hedarc^  to  deliver  tohi8opiniativemafterdifagreeabletruths,and 
nnpa^table  counfels,  are  fa£b  more  aftonifliing  than  any  of  his  walleful  fooleries.  .To 
conclude,  he  finifhed  his  life  in  1636,  and  quitted  the  ftaee  cmviva/atw**,  dying,  aS 
the  noUe  hiftorian  obferves,  with  as  much  tranquillity  of  mind  to  all  appearance,  as 


*  Camdra'i  Aaiul«,  1615.     la  the  formn  edition  of  thi'i  volume  I  followed  the  tnn'llitloa  in  the  Con- 

ete  HiftoiT  of  BtiglandK  ik  £44,  but  find  now  I  wai  mJIkd  by  it. 

f  CUrendon,  i  '61.  %  Willbn,  93,93,  04.  {  Witfon,  i;4.  ||  Uo7d,ii.6i. 


plete  HiftoiT  of  BtiglandK  ik  £44,  but  find  now  I  wai  mJIkd  by  it. 

f  CUrendon,  i  '61.  %  Willbn,  93,93,  04.  {  Wilton,  i $4.  p  XAoja,  u.  ttt. 

5  CabaU.  aiqootcd  in  Drake*!  Partiunent*nr  HiftoTT,  T.  ejo. 

**  Old  Oftmro,  vol.  i.  p.  1571  inakei  him  die  like  a  bbfpfaemous  lunatic  ;  for  when  hi*  own  weakncfa 
^  paflicd  a  judgment  ihal  he  could  not  li«e  manr  daji,  he  did  not  forbear  hi*  eotertainmentti  butjnsdc 
divert  brave  doatba,  at  he  bid,  *'  to  outface  naked  and  dcfpicabic  death  withal,''  bying,  "  that  nature 
wanted  wiU«m,  love  orptiwcr,  in  making  man  mortal  and  fubjcA  to  difcaTea, "  ' 

■  VOL.  in.  3 »  ufed 
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ufed  to  attend' a  man  of  the  mod  fevere  exercife  of  virtue,  and  xmh  m  Uitle  appnlufto 
fion  of  death,  which  heexpeStd  many  days. 

In  (bis  apartment  is  a  half-ten)];th  of  his  fon  and  fuccelTor  to  the  title;  but  mthe 
dtninp  room  is  a  ivll-kngth  of  the  fame,  a  molt  beautiful  pottr&ir,  by  ComeliuE  ihofsih 
his  difficuh  to  fay  which  te  mod  eleeant,  the  perfon  6r  the  dtitfs  of  this:  y6uog'  nobla- 
man.  for  it  is  drawn  at  an  early  perioJ  of  life  :  all  his  father's  fancy  feams  Bxerttd  in 
the  habit,  befet  with  loops  and  buttons  :  a  love-liKk  grates  one  fide  of  ia&  neck  :  oa> 
hand  is  on  bis  flaff  of  oiHce,  the  other  on  his  fide.  His  hiflory  isbot  brief.  He  mac< 
lied  Margaret,  daughter  of  Francis  fourth  Earl  of  Bedford  (  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  yeomen  of  the  guard  to  Charles  L ;  and  for  taking  an  a^ive  pan  in  putting  the  com^ 
miflion  of  array  in  execution,  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  was  by  rhe  parliament  fent  to  the 
Tower.  In  164  j  he  appears  among  the  nobility,  who  figned  the  letiw  at  OKfordtq 
the  popular  general ;  but  foon  after  deferted  the  royal  catife,  and  took  the  oath  ap« 
pointed  by  parliament  for  thofe  who  flung  (hemfelves  under  its  protedbn  *.  At  lengthy 
diftrelfed  in  his  circumftances,  he  retired  to  Barbadoes  f,  an  ifl'and  granted  to  fai&  fattier^ 
and  died  in  1 660. 

But  the  mod  remarkable  head  is  that  of  the  celebrated  Catherine,  Counts  of  Def- 
mond.  She  lived  to  the  age  of  fome  years  above  a  hundred  and  forty,  and  diad  in  ibt 
retgh  of  James  I.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ffieaks  of  her  marriage  as  a  hGt  well  known  to 
all  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  Munfter^.  He  gives  us  room  to  think  that  Die  died 
before  rhe  publication  of  his  Hiifory,  which  was  in  the  year  1614.  Supposing  then  her 
bdyfliip*^  age  to  have  beeii  a  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  iin>e  of  her  death,  Ihe  nbght  haro 
danced  in  the  court  of  King  Edward,  at  the  age  of  niseteen,  a  blooming  widow,  tint 
prince  not  dying  till  1483. 
~  This  lady  was  a  moft  popular  fubjed  with  the  painters :  befides  this-  at  Dupplin^ 
thei^  are  notfewerthan  four  othei^  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  fame  drefs,  and  ndthoM 
any  difference  of  feature.  The  moft  ancient  is-  on  hoard,  in  a  bed-chamber  at  De«>n« 
fliire-houfe,  with  lier  name  and  age  (14Q)  infcribed.  The  honourable  Joha  Ydrfae 
has  another,  at  his. feat  near  Cheltenham.  There  is  a  fourth  in  poffeflion  of  Mr*  Scott^ 
[Printer,  in'Chancery-lane  ;  and  the  fifth  i»  in  the  ftandard'  ckrfet  in  Wiadfor  caftle. 
The  laH:  was  a  prefent  fronr  Sjr  Robert  Car,  Earl  of  Roxborgh,  as  is  Agaitied  on  the 
back ;  above  that  is  writtet^  with  a  pen,  Rembrandt,  which  itiult  be  a  miftake,  forRenv> 
fitandt  was  not  fourteen  years  of  age  in  1 614,  at  which  rime  it  is  certain  that  the  Coi»i 
ttfS  wa^  not  Kvlng  §,  The  pi£ture  at  Dupplin,  which  is  much  in  the  manner  ofibat 
Celebrated  painter,  is  probably  a  copy  done  by  him  after  fome  original  he  mighc  hdv^ 
met  with  in  his  own  country,  for  it  does  not  appear  he  evw  vifited  England. 
■  Take  the  earlicft  opportunity  of  paying  my  refpefts  to  Mr.  Oliphantj  poft-maftwt 
reneraj,  at  his  feat  of  RofTie,  a  few  mites  from  Dupplin.  I  am  in  a  particular  mattiuv 
mdebted  to  this  gentleman  for  "the  liberal  contem  he  took  in  my  journey,  by  direQing 
(hat  ail'Tny  corrcfpondencies  relairig-  to  it  (houM  be  freedand  forwarded  to  me.  AtmH 
inflanc^  of  national  politeneis,  and  a  peculiar  honour  done  to  myfelf. 

In  my  road  crofs  the  Earn,  and  pals  h^  the  church  6f  Fort-teviot,  once  the  lite  0T3 
Pi^Ufh  palace,  "vhere  Kenneth  U.  departed  tfiis  life  ||,  and  \^Tiere  Malcolm  Canraore  is 
faid  to  have  refided.  Near  this  piace^  a-  little  to  theweft,  are  the  veftiges  of  a  caipp, 
occupied  by  Edward  Baliol,  immediately  before' the  battle  ofiDupplin,  in  Angxrft  ijia. 
Donald,  Earl  ofMar,.  reg,em  in  the  minority  <?f  DdVid'It,,  ISjt  encamped  en  the  hitli 

•  Whiteloek,  8j.  145.  +  Staggering  State,  See  151.  t  ^iil.  of  the  Wor^d,'boot  i.  ch.T.  feft-s- 
:   J.Gtainger's  Biogr.  n>L  ii.  8to.  1 779-80.  ,  ^  Gathrie,  i.  15$. 
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u  so  gnat  dillance  ironiDDpi^  hoafe.  •  By  an  atihappfr  but  common  diOtgreem^t 
in  feudal  times,  the  other  part  of  his  forces  were  fq»rated  under  the  Earl  of  Dunbar, 
n  Auchterarder,  a  few  miles  diflant.  This  had  determined  Mar  to  ftaod  on  the  defen- 
five  nil  he  could  be  joined  by  tbe  former ;  but  fialiol  crofling  the  t^ver  in  the  ni^ht, 
a»d  beginning  his  attack,  he  was  induced  partly  Jiy  .that,  partly  by  ther^roach  of  tujii- 
dity  mtn  the  £arJ  of  Carried,  to  fuSer  his  prudence  to  give  way  to  rafhnds,  and  to 
renew  the  fight  with  Baliol,  fupported  by  the  Englifti  archers,  .the  beft  troops  theaia 
Europe.  A  horrible  carnage  enfued :  three  thoofand  Scots  fell  on  the  fpot,  among 
Mhom  were  the  Bower  of  the  nobility  j  with  no  iar'her  lofs  to  the.  enemy  than  tw* 
kjiightB,  and  thirty-three  'fqoires,  witliout  that  of  one  common  man.  The  day  was  . 
particularly  6ital  to  the  Hays.  HiHoriaiis  relate  that  the  name  would  have  been  e^> 
tinft,  had  not  feveral  of  the  warriors  left  their  wives  pregnant.  We  may  be  permitted 
to  qu^ify  this,  by  fuppoTu^,  as  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe,  diat  the  line  of  the  chie& 
tain  would  have  tailed  but  for  fuch  an  acctdeiU,  a  polthumous  child  preferving  the  race ; 
or  perhaps  the  whole  may  have  been  an  invention,  borrowed  from  the  Roman  (lory  of 
th«  fabii. 

Augufl  ^6.  Betermihe  on  a  little  journey  up  Stratheam,  and  to  the  head  of  the 
river,  at  the  loch  of  the  lame  name.  At  a  fmall  didance  from  Duppltn,  at  the  top  of  th? 
hill)  firOi'meet  with  the  Roman  road,  twenty-four  feet  broad,  formed  with  great  iloneq, 
and  vilible  in  many  places.  It  continues  one  way  by  Tibbirmoor  to  Bertlu,  and  from 
thence  over  the  Tay  near;Perth  j  and  to  the  "weft  paues  a  little  to  the  north  of  thecaftle 
of  InnerpeSery,  and  is  continued  on  the  other  fide  of  the  rivers  where  it  falls  into  tlss 
camp  at'Strageih,  and  from  thence  to  that  at  Ardoch.  Mr.  Maitland  feems  to  have 
traced  the  Roman  roads  and  can^s  of  North  Britain  with  great  indultry,  and, to  bare 
^JjfcoTered  many  that  were  never  before  obferved.  It  was  ray  ill  fortune  not  to  m^t 
■with  his  book  till  I  had  in  a  manner  quitted  the  clailical  gronnd,  therefore  rauft  refar 
the  reader  to  bis  firft  volume  of  tjie  Hiftory  of  Soothmd  fttf  an  account  of  thofe  curious 


Proceed- weft.  Pafs  by  the  great  plantations  at  Gafk-hall :  in  thefe  woods  is  a  fmall 
circular  intrenchment ;  and  about  half  a  mile  fanber,  on  Ga(k<moor,  is  another,  wfaofe 
ditch  is  eleven  feet  wide  ;  the  area  within  the  bank  fifty-fix  in  diameter;  and  between 
this  and  Innerpefiery  are  cwa  others,  limilar,  placed  fo  near,  that  every  thii^  that  ftirced 

^tieneaih,  or  at  a  certain  diliance  around,  could  be  feen,  having  probably  been  theitte.of 
little obfenratory  forts, fa^rvient  to  theftationseftabliibed  byAgricote, on  hisconqtra): 
of  thia  country.    > 

Reach  the  village  of  Innerpeffery.  At  this  place  is  a  good  room,  vitha  library,  for 
theufeoftbe  n«^hbourhood,  founded  by  David,  Lord  Madderty,  which  fliU  reeeivss 
new  fupplies  of  books.     Juft  beneath  crofs  the  Earn  in  a  ferry-tsoat,  aad.ttiming  to.  the 

-le^  vlfit  the  Soman  camp  at  Strageth  :  much  of  it  is  now  defaced  with  the  plough  i 

ibtRJmany  of  tbe  vaft  folfesitnd  rampans  are  to  be^f«en  in  ferevil  parts }  allb  ;t^e  rows 
of  foifes  and  ramparts  facing  the  exterior  foutb-weft  fide.     Accondii^  (p.Mr;  GordoD, 

■who  caufed  it-  tb  be  furveyed  and  engraved,  the  length  is  ninety-five- paces,  tlteibr^dth 

•near«fgbty.  _        .  .  '  : 

BrealdiUl  at  Mr.  Keir*6,  igent  totbe  forfoitod  eftate  of  the  Dukeof  Perth.    The 

-groiund-herft  is'fetiile,  and- about  thi«  -pla^e  (Mutfacl)  is  iwell  cultivated';.. the  land  is 
manured  with  grey  marie,  filled  with  river  (hells,  though  lodged  eight  feet  beneath  the 

'fwfaiel  dnd^Qfrtipsahd  cabbages  are  raifc^tofettl  the  tatilej  in  (Stample,. if  followed,        ' 
ef'tjie  firft. Importance  to  the  <;ojuntry^  /,j   '  '  '        ,V,    \,<     .  '     .  .„  /  „  . 

3  p  2  Proce^ 
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-  Frocted  ^ctfi^  the  military  road  towards  Crief.  See  on  tbe  road  ^ide  el  row  of  neat 
fmall  houfes,  intended  for  quiet  retreats  for  difbanded  foldiery,  but,  as  ufoat,  deferted 
by  the  colonics.  1  his  feenis  to  have  been  the  only  Utopian  projeA  of  the  conuniT- 
iioners  appointed  by  his  Majedy  for  the  management  of  the  forfeited  eflates  unalienably 
annexed  to  the  crown,  by  the  aft  of  35  George  II.  But  as  thefe  gentlemen,  «rith  rare 
patriotifm,  dircharge  their  truft  without  felary,  they  ought  not  to  be  liable  tocenfure, 
like  hireling  placemen,  on  every  trifling  failure  '. 

The  fervice  that  this  board  has  been  of  to  North  Britain  is  fo  confiderable,  that  it 
merits  a  little  farther  attention  than  1  have  hitherto  paid  it.  Firft,  I  mud  premife  that 
the  grofs  rent  of  tht^ie  eflates  amo'unts  to  about  dght  thoufand  pounds ;  but  after  pay-^ 
ing  certain  annuities  to  the  widows  of  attainted  perfons,  miniflers'  ftipends,  and  other 
puUic  demands,  the  falaries  of  agents,  and  other  neceflary  officers,  the-  clear  refidue, 
which  comes  into  the  hinds  of  the  receiver>general,  amounts  to  little  more  than  5ocx)I.  ' 
■  The  application  of  this  money  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  country  ;  out  of  it  is 
paid  annually  two'  hundred  pounds  to  fchoolmaflers  flationed  in  many  remote  parts  of 
the  Highlands.  The  like  fum  annually  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  up  the  fons  of  the 
poorer  tenants  to  ufeful  trades ;  fuch  as  blackfmiths,  cart-wrights,  coopers,  weavers, 
,  flax-dreflers,  &c.  &c. ;  -who,  befides  the  expence  of  their  education,  are  furniflied  with  a 
liet  of  tools,  and  a  reafonable  aid  towards  enabling  them  to  purfue  their  refpefttve  trades, 
'when  they  return  to  fettle  in  their  own  country. 

Th€i:ommifrioners  often  fend  the  fons  of  fome-of  the  better  fort  of  tdiants  into  the 
Lowlands,  and  fome  into  England,  to  be  taught  the  beft  fort  of  farming.  They  ea> 
'  courage  artiBcdrs  to  fettle  on  the  annexed  eftates,  by  affording  them  proper  accommo- 
dation, and  beftowing  on  them  feafonable  aids.  They  have  from  time  to  time  expended 
large  fuins  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  and  edablifhing  the  linen  and  the  wootleo 
inanufadures,  and  for  promoting  fifheries  in  the  Highlands;  f^r  making  highways,  and 
erefting  bridges  within  the  annexed  eflates  and  countries  adjacent.  .Iq  parti(;ular,  tht^ 
beflowed,  under  the  fanftion  of  His  Majefty's  permiflion,  an  aid  of  eleven  thoufand 
'pounds  towards  butlditig  a  bridge  over  the  'lay  at  Perth  ;  a  noble  work,  and  of  great 
■national  utility. 

They  have  cauled  large  tmds  of  barren  and  uncultivated  grounds  on  different,  pans 
of  the  eflates  to  be  inclofed,  and  planted  with  oaks,  firs,  and  other  trees-,  no^*  in  a  very 
profperous  condiiioa,  »id  which  will  in  time  he  ofconfidendile  vaLie.  They  alio* 
'  certain  fums  to  tenants  for  inclofing  their  tirms,  free  of  interelt  for  three  years,  after 
which  they  are  to  pay  five  per  cent,  advance  in  their  rent.  They  employ  fkiUul  perfons 
■to  make  trials  &r  dilcovery  of  mines  and  minerals,  of  medical'  and  other  ufeful  iadige-  . 
nous  plants.  Tbey  lend  their  aid  to  every  undertaking  of  public  utility,  that  comes 
within  the  intent  of  the  a£l,  and  condantly  keep  in  view  and  hope  to  acconiplifh  the 
great  objefls  of  it :  **  the  ctviKzing  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  annexed  ellates,  the  pro* 
moting  among  them  the  proteftant  religion,  good  government,  induUry,  manufaftures, 
and  the  principles  of  Loyalty  to  the  prefent  royal  Ime."  - 

Soon  after  leaving  thcfe  houfes,  the  unfortunate  proofs  of  their  good  if}tMitions,  ob- 
ferve  on  the  right  and  left  two  great  rocks,  called  Concraig,  running  eaft  and  weft  for 
'  a  valLway;  their  fronts  lleep,  and  perfectly  fmooth  and  even,  fo  as 'to.  be  eafily  rnif- 
taken  for  a.watl.     Go  over  the  bridg«  of  Cruf,'and  pafs, through  the  town*    It  is  plea- 

{T»t  deal  ofgroiirdto  beinclofid  with  hedges' and  ditchr'i.  *,  Ii  gave  rife  to  fuTeral  ptantatio'ni.  3.,  It 
produced  a  proper  manner  uf  biilldine  cottages,  and  left  coiii/ortabK  tnanrioas  fora  mor(  Ja'duftriout  people 
kfter  the;  wen  d<krted  by  their  £rft  inmatei- 
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htnAy  rated  on  the  fide  of  a  biU/and  tolerably  well  built.    It  poflefles  a  fmall  ffiare  of 
the  coarfe  linen  man i)fa dure.  • 

Turn  to  the  north-weft,  and  have  in  front  a  fine  view  of  the  ferpentlne  Earn,  and 
numbers  of  little  hills  tufted  with  trees,  and  backed  by  immenfe  rugged  mountains. 

Pafs  by  Auchtertyre,  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Murray,  fituated  on  a  hill,  fprinkled 
over  with  good  oaks,  and  commanding  a  mofl  elegant  view.  The  pretty  Loch  Mbni- 
vard  lies  beneath,  whofe  bottom  yields  a  quantity  of  excellent  marie,  which  is  dragged 
up  for  a  manure.  The  church  of  the  fame  name  lies  at  a  fmall  didance  from  it.  About 
the  year  r  5 1 1 ,  this  place  was  a  horrid  fcene  of  feudal  revenge.  Walter  Murray,  abbot 
of  Inchaffery,  having  a  claim  on  the  tythes  of  this  parifti,  then  the  property  of  the 
Drumnicmds,  rtide  the  boundaries  in  a  manner  that  was  interpreted  by  them  infultmg 
Hid  tumultuous.  They  were  determined  to  rep^l  the  abbot  and  his  party,  and  at  the 
inftant  were  accidentally  joined  by  an  ally,  the  captain  of  DunftaSage,  who  was  likewife 
on  an  errand  of  revenging  the  murders  of  feme  Drummonds  by  certain  of  the  name  of 
Murray.  The  abbot  fearing  to  be  overpowered,  took  fanfluary  in  the  church  ;  when 
a  (hot  from  one  of  his  party  flew  a  follower  of  Dunftaffage,  who  took  inftant  jiad  cruel 
vengeance,  by  burning  the  place  and  all  that  had  retired  into  it. 

Pafs  by  Laurs,  a  feat  of  Colonel  Campbell,  agreeably  placed  amidd  woods.  Go 
through  the  village  of  Cumerie,  near  which  are  four  great  ftoncs,  ere&,  and  placed  fo 
as  to  form  a  fquare.  They  appear  to  me  the  portal  uf  a  dnlidical  temple,  or  place  of 
■worfliip,  now  deftroyed ;  and  that  it  was  meant  to  digni  y  the  enjrance,  and  infpire  the 
votaries  with  greater  reverence,  as  if  it  was  the  place  of  peculiar  fanftity.  The  curious, 
by  confulting  p.  1 87,  and  tab.  xv.  of  the  learned  BorUfe's  Antiquities,  may  find  i  com- 
plete hitiory  of  what  t'lcfe  ftones  form  oaly  a  part. 

The  valiuy  begins  now  to  grow  very  narrow,  being  continually  interfefled  by  fmaU 
but  beautiful  bills,  moftly  cioathecl  with  woods>  which  yccafion  every  half  mile  or  lefe  aa 
agreeable  change  of  fcene ;  new  vallies  fucceed,  or  li^ile  plains  beyond  plains,  watered 
by  the  Earn,  here  limpid  and  rapid  ;  frequently  to  be  eroded  on  genuine  Alpine  bridges, 
fupported  by  rude  bodies  of  trees;  over  them  others  covered  with  boughs,  well  gra- 
velled over.     The  higher  we  advanced  the  more  pifturefque  the  fcenes  grew  i  the  little 
hills  that  before  intecfe^ted  the  vales,  now  changed  into  great  it 
naked,  others  cloaihed  with  trees-     We  wound  about  their  bafes 
-groves  of  fmall  oaks,  or  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  with  continued  vt 
ged  Grampians  on  each  hand,  foaring  far  above  this  romantic  J 
com  and  grafs  filltd  the  fmall  plains  where  there  was  fpace  free  fi 
was  now  in  harveft  ;  but  fo  Hiort,  that  the  peafants  w£;re  obliged  v 
a  fickle.     Their  induilry  went  fo  far  aa  to  induce  them  to  cut  it  ev< 
and  carry  it  into  open  places  for  the  benefit  of  drying  it  in  the  free  air. 

At  once  arrive  in  fight  of  Loch-Earn,  a  fine  extent  of  water,  about  eight  miles  long 
■  and  one  broad,.filling  the  whole  vale.  A  pretty  ifie  tufted  with  trees  divides  the  lakp 
-at  this  end.  The  boundaries.are  the  vaft  and  rugged  mountains,  whofe  wooded  bafes 
bound  the  margin,  and  very  rarely  give  any  opportunity  of  cultivation.  A  fine  roa'd 
through  woods  impends  over  one  fide,  and  is  a  ride  of  uncommon  beauty.  The  great 
rocks  that  lay  above  us  guarding  the  lands  of  Glen-Karken,  are  moil  wild  and  pifli^- 
refqse;  fpr  a  while  bend  inwards,  then  foar  precipitous,  prefenting  a  wooded -front, 
overtopped  wHh  naked  rotlVi  ape'nin^  in  parts  to  give  a  view  of  corn  fields  and  fartn 
houfes,  at  a  dreadful  height  above  us.  ' 

This  lake  13  the  termination  of  Strathern  towards. the  iicrth-weft,  and  gives  name 
to  the  rivet^vftuch  ghefe  AttiA  to  the  valley,  lite  word  is  otiginally  derived,  feom  the 
, , ..  '     -        3  .  Celtic, 
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Celtic,  Eryn,  or  Heryn,  the  weft,  as  Ac  river  rma  fiwn  that  quarter.  Tlw  Hi'omJru 
adopted  it4  and  Claudiaa  in  particular  fpesfks  of  this  cooDtry,  when  celebrating  the 
vi£u>ries  of  the  elder  Theodofius. 

mAdoerunt  Saxene  fufo 
Orcadei:  incaluit  PtAonim  Tan? uine  Thule : 
Scotorum  cuatulot  Bevit  glicidis  Itmt  *. 

Thd  Orlcniei  fiHl  he  6j^  widi  Saxon  gore. 
Then  Thulc  with  ttie  Vi&Hh  blood  ^e<r  hot : 
I17  Stratheni  bemean'd  huge  heapi  of  ScMi. 

'R«tum  and  dine  at  Comerie.  Near  tins  place,  on  a  plain  of  fome  extent,  is  the 
ftmous  camp  which  Mr.  -Gordon  contends  to  have  been  occLq>ied  by  Agricbk,  imme. 
diately  before  the  battle  of  Mons  Grampius,  and  to  which,  in  order  to  fu{^rt  his 
argtRTKst,  he  gives  the  name  of  Galgachan,  as  if  derived  from  Galgacus,  leader  of  the 
Caledoniaos  at  ^t  ^tal  engagement,  liiis  camp  lies  between  the  river  of  Earn 
and  the  little  ftream  called  the  Ruchel :  and  on  a  plain 'too  contraded  for  fuch  s 
number  of  combatants  as  Tacitus  fays  there  was,  to  form  and  aA  in,  or  for  their 
charioteers  orxavalry  to  fcour  the  field.  There  are  indeed  fmall  hills  at  the  foot  of 
the  greater,  where  the  Brhifli  forces  might  have  raided  Hiemfelves  before  the  battle  ; 
bat  the  diftancefrom  the'fea  is  an  itifuperable  argument  againft  this  being  the  Jpot,  as 
we  are  exprefely  informed  that  Agricola  fent  bis  fleet  before,  in  order  to  diftrafl:  and 
divide  tbe  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  that  he  himfelf  marched  with  his  army  till  be 
arrrved  at  the  Granrptan  tnounGiins,  where  be  found  Galgacus  encamped.  From  the 
whole  account  given  by  Tadtus,  it  fhould  be  'fappoled,  that  a£tion  was  fought  in  an 
bpen  country,  at  the  root  of  certain  hills,  not  in  a  little  plain  amidft.  defiles,  as  the 
valBes  about  Comerie  confift  of.  A  conjefture  may  be  made  hereafter  concerning  the 
fpot  where  the  Grampian'  vidory  was  (Aitained.  The  baale  which  wa^  fought  here, 
might  have  been  that  occafioSed  by  the  attack  of  the  Caledonians  on  the  ninth  legion. 
ChilTical  authority  mf<H-ms,  that,  in  the  general  infarreftion  of  that  gallant  people  'm 
the  fixth  year  of  Agricola's  command,  he  divided  his  army  into  three  parts  ;  one  might 
be  at  Ardoch,  the  other  at  Strageth,  the  thh-d  or  the  ninth  legion  might  be  feat  to  pufh 
Tap  the  -defiles  of  Comerie,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  furrounding  hioi,  or 
taJatig  "advantage  of  thar  knowledge  of  the  country,  or  his  inferiority  of  numbers  t* 
^is  mree  divi&Dns  lay  fo  near,  as  to  enable  them  to  aOift  each  other  in  cafecf  an 
attack. 

''  I'he  Caledonians  naturally  dtreded  their  foh:e  againd  the  weakell  of  the  three 
■armies,  the  ninth  legion,  which  probably  had  not  fiilly  recovered  the  lofs  it  fuftained 
in  the  bloody  attack  by  Boadicia  \.  The  camp  alfo  was  weak,  being  no  more  than.a 
-common  one,  fuch  as  the  Romans  flung  up  on  their  march.  It  has  no  af^Karance  of 
YvA-  having  been  ftative :  and  it  fs  probable  that  as  foon  as  Agricola  had,  by  an  ez- 
fpeditious  march,  relieved  this  part  of  his  army  out  of  a  difficulty  they  were  feirly  in- 
volved ib,  he  defbrted  the  |dace,  and  n«ver  hazarded  his  troops  agua  amidfl  the 
'narrows'of  this  hoflile  country.  Weapons  and  other- inftruments  have  beeadifcovered 
"bn'the  fpot,  in  the  courieof  the  fbmringthe  roads  through  this  pafs.  A  brazen  fpur, 
'll'on'bands,  a  fort  of  iron  hanlmer,  and  a  moft  chhoob  fmall  iron  battle-axe,  or  rather 
]>ick^axe,  have  been  met  wrth;  whidi  are  evidences -of  a  coafii&  en  thU^t.  < 

'•  DrIT.  Coitf.  HoBflrfi.  ttl.  ji. 

't  NelTi^BtintC'Duiwi*  eti^entk  loconNh  circfwutour^ 4i*)b, ct  jyfc  it tM  pan«>  excrdtu  inccSt. 
ViUAgricolc  t  TuitJ  Anflalei,  lib.  xn.  e.  3a.  '        '  ' 
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:  The  «9nif>,.naflpilUUB4ing  it  could  iftilboaft  of  any  £i«at  Ar^gih,.  I»  beiwUuUy- 
defigned.  The  four  entrances  are  entire,  guarded  by  curtains  within,  and  wirfioutiv 
but  ttiei^  are  BO  veftiges  of  the  praterium»  which  con'lir-m&  my  fi^Ti^ion  that  the'  at- 
tack was;  begun  before  &11  the  ufual  works  vtere  coHiplet«dL  Oi>  the  ijonh^  fide  of  thjsj 
i^dnotber  Ajuare  ent^enc^fmea^t  jettied  to  this  by  a  regular  conimuoicationi  One  ftdet 
had' been. IxAtndediby  the  Ruchel,  bat  at  prefent  that  little  Uteim  h»  removed*  ttfeKt 
teiTome  di^lanfffc.  Witlua  thtittMreaehment.  is  another :  I  cannot  help  thinkiBg:rt)at 
thefe'  tvbritt  veet  iauaded  as  a  ftationary  fort,  it  having  the  fituation-  that  the  Rok; 
maas  CQaftiltedt  l^-  of  ai  rivet  on  one  fide,  but  that  it  was  left  unBnifhed  Sot  the  iatnel 
xedfon^tthecamp'Wast  The  (!z0  otf  the  caaup  ia  about  siiAe  hundred  and  feveniByi 
five  feet  by  nine  hundred.  There  are  fome  parttculdritles  aboiit  thi&  place  worthy  tti 
be  niefttion^';  fuch  as  the  tnullitude  of  oblong  hollows  that  lie  parallel,  atkt  divided 
front  one  anottiep  by  banks  three  iset'  wide,  which  are  to  be  fe«i  juft  oil  thd  oiitfid6 
of  the  iMa-tham  agger  of  the  cam'p.  Thefe  feetn  to  have  been  plaoes  for  drefliiig  tha 
provifibns  fbr^the  foldieryi,  not  places  of  intbrment,  as  was  ftJfpeSed ;  for  Mr.  Maaiabii 
icboolmafter  of  Comerie,.  it  my  requeft,  w^s  fo  obliging  as  to  caufe  feveral  of  thefa 
holes  to  be  dug  through,  and  informed  me  that  nothing  but  large  quantitiesofwocxfi 
charcoil  .Was  to  be  found,  the  culinary  fuel ;  and'  not  the  leafl  trace  of  urn  or  buidan 
bones  were  met  vrkh  to  countenance  the  other  opinion.  Befides  thefe  are  two  remaiftd 
of  aatiquiiiesi  both  monumeucal.  The  one  Britifh,  a  vafl:  upright  ftone,>hear  the  edge- 
of  checan^:  perhaps  ere^d,  after  the  retreatof  the  Romans,  by  the  CaledonionV 
chrer  feme  cbteftaio  il^o  in  the  fight.  The  other  a  vaCl  tumulus,  which  fwubably  co* 
vored  the  flain.  This  was  a  Roman  tribute  to  the  memory  of  their  unfortooate 
countryncQ.  Oeruiantous  performed  fuch  exequies  over  the  remains  of'  the  t^ions  of 
Varus  ih  Germany,  amfcarried'diefirCt  fod  to  the  heap.  Prhnum  exfniendo  tuimiio. cefi' 
fitem  Cafar  pefmt,  gratiffimo  munere  in  defun^as^  et  prafentibus  dehritfitiit  *', 

Mji^  2^.  Vifit  Caftls  Drammond^  feaied  boldly  on  th^  fide  of  a  hHl,  atnidflLa  &ne- 
estent'cj  woodsj  coimQancSng  a  great  view  down  Stratheam.,  The  houfe  is  very  uiu: 
equai'to  the-fituation,  bdng  both  mean  and  fmali ;  nor  is  it  of  any  great  antiquhy. 
On  the  back'  part  are  fome  remaios  of  the  <M^  cafUe,  buik  by  Sir  John  Drumnfond^ 
hereditary  lleward  of  Stratheam  in  1493,  ^^^^^  removing  from  the  anei^nc  fe&e'of  diH 
&mily  atStobhallj  The  funily  derive  themfeJves  from  Mauritz,  an  HungaHari>.of 
royal  bkndj  who,  having  the  condn&  of  ttrfe  mother  and  (ifteivof  Edgar  AthebDgviA^ 
tfaor  Sight  from  thvNormaA  iifurp^,.was'{with  his  royal  charge)  driven  bfarftbrminib 
die  Fivtu  of  Foptb.  The  reigiungitHmarcbMalcoliiiGaiimore^lt  in  tove  with,' and>nnub 
ried  the  Prtnaeig  Margaret,  one  of  the  fifttn ;  and^  in  reward  to  yiaanK^i  ibr  hSi 
(kHful  pilotage^  made  him  a  coi^derable  grant  of  lands,  and  caufed  him'toafTunfia 
the  name  of  Drymen,  or  the  high  ridge  ;  but  ligurarivety  the  gj-eat  w«ve  «f  thfl  fea^ 
HI  memory  of  the  perilsfronrwluch  hehad  ddivered  the  fair  Queen.-  -    ■ 

The  iraftte  was  beficged  immediately  after'the  cruel  burning  of  the  churtthofRfooU' 
vard  ;  the  chieftaiaand  his  followers  having  retired  thither  to  fcreen  thetnlelvtt^frtJni 
their  merited  puniihm^r.  It  foon  furrendered  to  the  King,  James- 1 V^  oia- ctmdiciat* 
that  their  lives  fhordd  be  preferved  \  but  as  footi  as  that  Prince  get  them  iir  Ym  powtr; 
he  carried  them  t6  Snuling,  where  they  fu^ed  death  for  their  imjuons  barbarity^ 
It  was  afterwards  befieged,  taken  and  garrifoned  by  Cromwell's  forces,  and  finally,  at 
thfe  Revolution,  totkHy  demolifted.  'ffte  ruhi  of  ^the  family  fl^s  completed  hi  1 745^ 
irtien  the  Duke  of  F«rt^  by  an  uftfdrtunaid  attacliment,  forfeited  the  a&dent  'eftaCe^to- 

*  TaWtAitir.l^>.c.  <M»  
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the  amount  of  four  thoufand  a  year,  and  loH  his  lire,  worn  out  mth  the  fatigues  of  the 
winter's  camj^aign. 

Continue  my  ride  foutherly.  See,  on  the  top  of  a  moor  about  four  miles  from 
fettle  Drammond,  a  imatl  but  ftrong  exploratory  fort,  called  Kemp,  or,  more  pro- 
per y,  Camp-Caftte.  The  area  is  feventy-fix  feet  by  fixty-four,  and  is  defended  by 
three  deep  ditches.  Thtsfeems  to  have  been  a  place  of  obfervatitm  lublenient  to  that 
of  Ardoch,  two  miles  dillant.  The  Roman  way,  wfakh  is  cootimied  from  the  camp 
at  Strageth,  pafies  by  this  fort,  and  leads  me  to  the  next.  On  each  -fide  are  to  be  ob- 
ferved  multitudes  of  holes,  modly  of  a  round  form,  out  of  which  prob^ly  the  materials 
had  been  got  for  the  making  of  the  roads,  fuch  at  lead  are  frequent  on  the  fides  of  the 
Roman  roads  in  England  and  in  Italy. 

'  Pafs  through  a  fmall  glen,  or  rather  a  deep  hollow,  which  croffes  the  road,  and  fee  a 
deep  and  oblong  trench,  perhaps  made  as  a  lodgment  for  a  fmall  parry  to  defend  this  part. 
A  nttle  farther,  on  a  line  with  this,  is  a  fmall  round  area,  like  thofe  on  Gaflimoor, 
but  confidcrably  ftronger,  being  furrounded  by  not  fewer  than  three  foffes.  Not  re^: 
mote  from  this,  on  the  front  of  a  deep  dell,  is  a  regular  lunette,  with  a  very  ftrong 
fofs  ;  and  near  that  again  another  round  fort,  defended  by  two  ditched. 

From  this  lunette  is  a  great  fofs,  which  pafies  half  a  mile  wide  of  Ardoch,  and,  as 
I  was  informed,  fell  into  the  water  of  Kneck,  at  two  miles  dillance  irom  its  origin. 
-  l>amnow  in  tlie  midll  of  clafQcat  ground  ;  the  bufy  fcene  of  a^on  in  the  third'year 
ofAgricola's  expeditions.  Through  this  valley  he  led  his  troops,  when  he  carried  rfie 
terror  of  his  arms  as  &r  as  the  Tay ;  when  he  paffed  unmolefted  through  new  difcovered 
nations,  with  the  elements  warring  againit  him  *.  Here  after  all  the  difficul^es  he  met 
with  in  condufUng  ftis  forces  through  the  forefts,  and  wading  through'  xftuaries  flrft 
triad  by  bimfelf  f ;  he  found  an  ample  fpace  for  ere&ing  of  fortrefles,  and  eftablifhing 
of  nations  {•     Of  thefe 

Ardoch  forms  the  firft  and  chief,  feated  at  the  head  of  two  vales,  and  coomunding 
a  view  into  each  :  into  the  fertile  Strathallan,  which  leads  to  Stirling,  the  probable 
rout  of  Agricola  ;  and  into  the  Glacialis  leme,  the  prefect  Stratheam,  an  open  trad, 
which,  under  the  common  name  of  Stratfamore,  gave  full  fpace  for  the  opnitions  of 
this  celebrated  leader. 

As  this  Aationary  camp  was  the  moll  important,  fo' it  was  fecured  with  greater 
ftroigtb  and  artifice  than  any  of  the  reft.  No  general  ever  equalled  him  in  the  judidous 
choice  df  fituation  ;  no  camp  he  maule  was  ever  taken  by  ilorm,  or  obliged  to  furren- 
der,  or  to  be  deferted  §.  This  he  fixed  on  an  elevated  fituation,  with  one  fide  on  the 
fteep  bank  of  the  little  river  of  Kneck,  and  being  fortified  on  that  part  by  nature,  be 
thought  fit  to  ^ve  it  there  the  fecurity  of  only  a  fingle  fofa.  The  other  three  have  five, 
if  not  fuc  folTes,  of  avaft  depth,  with  ramparts  of  correfpondent  heights  between.  The 
works  on  the  fouth  fide  are  much  injured  by  die  plough ;  the  others  in  fine  preferva< 
tkm.  .In  the  are?  is  the  prxtorium,  or  the  quarter  of  the  general,  in  a  toferable  per- 
k£k  (late.  The  area  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  by  four  hundred.  The  four  porta:, 
•r  entrances,  are  plainly  to  be  diflinguifhed ;  and  the  road  from  the  pra:torian  port  to 
the  practorium  very  vifible.  This  ftation  was  of  force  fufficient  to  bafile  any  fi^e 
'from  a  barbarian  enemy :  this  was  one  of  thofe  that  he  made  a  winter  garrifon  during 

*  Tertwi  «p«<Iit>oau>n  annut  nofM  gentei  apeniit,  nftatis  nfque  ad  Taam  (tetltt»rio  Donrn  eft}  vttr- 
ooibud  4ui  formidiae  tcrriu  hofte*)  qnanquain  coadidatuin  fatvit  tcmpcllacibti*,  cxcrcitam  laceflert  non  auiL 

f  jEluiam  ac  fylvat  !pfe  pnetcnUre.  ^  Ponendifijuc  infupcr  oflellii  fpai!um  fuit. 

^  Adnotabant  periii,  non  alimn  diiccia  opportnnitatei  locqrum  fapienttut  IcgilTe }  ndlum  ab  AgricoU 
fofitum  (iadlum  wit  ri  boftiwn  u^gsatnm,  not  paAioiw  aut  fugi  defcrtum. 
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the  remamiog  time  of  his  command  in  the  country ;  and  by  laying  in  a  year's  maga- 
zines of  provifions  freed  the  foidiers  from  all  apprebenfions  of  a  blockade  *,  and  en- 
abled tTiem  to  make  frequent  fallies. 

To  the  north  of  this  fortrefs  are  the  outlines  of  three  inclofures,  furrounded,  if  I 
Tecolleft  right,  by  only  fingle  ramparts.  They  are  the  works  of  different  periods,  or 
perhaps  might  have  been  the  fummer  camps  to  this  (lation  ;  or  they  might  have  been 
the  procedriato  the  place,  a  fort  of  free  townsj*  built  and  inclofed  with  flight  entrench- 
inents»  under  the  cover  of  the  fort,  which  might  be  ftyled  their  citadel  f.  The  firft  is  / 
contiguous  to  it,  and  receives  into  the  well  fide  the  Roman  road.  The  meafurements 
of  the  area  are  a  thouland  and  eighty  feet  by  eight  hundred  and  forty.  The  portse 
are  quite  filled  up.  '  ^ 

i^nother  very  targe  one  lies  north  of  this,  and  part  of  the  fouth,  and  even  trefpaffes 

^  on,  and  takes  m  a  fmalt  portion  of  it.     The  four  entrances  are  very  vifible,  and  each 

has,  by  way  of  defence,  oppOfite  to  it,  on  the  outfide,  a  Ihort  rampart.     The  dimen- 

fions  of  this  are  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  feet,  by  fixteen  hundred  and  feventy.    The 

prefent  road  to  Stirling  runs  through  the  midft  of  this. 

'A  third,  which  feems  never  to  have  been  completed,  breaks  in  on  one  fide  of  the 
greater;  it  points  towards  the  Kneck,  and  either  never  reached  that  water,  or  has 
been  on  that  fide  totally  defaced. 

Many  antiquities  have  been  found  about  this  Aatlon,  fuch  as  Jiits  of  bridles,  fpear- 
heads,  and  armour,  which  were  depofited  at  Ardoch-houfe,  the  feat  of  Sir  William 
Stirling,  where  ihey  remained  till  the  year  1715,  when  they  were  carried  away  by  the 
foidiers.  Since  that  time  a  very  curious  fepulchral  monument  has  been  discovered 
there,  and  prefented  to  the  College  at  Glafgow.     It  is  infcribed  thus : 

Dis  manibus  Ammonius.  Damiems  coh.  i.  Hifpanorum  Jitpendiorttm  XXVIL  He- 
redes  F.C. 

.  This  is  engraven  in  the  xvth  plate  of  the  College  Antiquities,  and  mendoned  by 
Mr.  Horfley  tunong  the  Scottilh  monuments.  Sir  William  Stirling  did  me  the  honour 
of  informing  me,  that  feveral  coins  have  been  found  there,  but  now  difperfed ;  and 
that  there  is  in  his  pofieflicm  an  urn  filled  with  alhes,  a  fragment  of  the  unbumt  fcull, 
and  a  piece  of  money.  The  laft  had,  in  all  probability,  been  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  deceafed  as  the  hrs  of  Charon  for  wafting  him  over  Styx. 

I  mud  not  omit,  that  oppofite  to  Ardoch,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Kaeck,  is  a  place 
called  the  Keir.  Here,  fays  Mr.  Gordon,  ("for  I  did  not  vifit  it,)  are  a  great  many 
circumvallations  and  ramparts  of  ftone  and  earth,  and  regular  terraces  defcending  on 
the  fide  of  the  hill.  In  Wales  we  have  many  Bntith  pofb  that  bear  the  general  name 
of  Cier  4  and  had  I  time  to  have  examined  it,  I  ihould  doubtlefe  have  found  it  to  have 
■  teen  one. 

Nor  mu{l  I  leave  this  place  without  obferving,  that  from  its  ramparts  is  to  be  feen 
ihe  plain  of  Sheiiflmoor,  where  the  ill-difputed  battle  of  Dunblain.was  fought  in  1715. 
The  Earl  of  Mar  !ay  with  his  army  the  evening  before  at  Ardoch. 

.  On  leaving  this  rnie  relique  of  -amiquity,  proceed  down  Stiatheam.  Pafs  by  a  (lu- 
pendous  Cairn.  Crofs  an  extenfive  black  moor,  and  foon  after  reach  TuUibardine  \, 
3.  great  old  houfe,  the  original  feat  of  the  Murreys,  and  which  gives  the  title  of  Mar- 

*  Crebrte  eraptionei ;  nam  idvtrfus  morai  cbfuliomi,  aanuu  copiii  firmabantur. 

t  Vide  HotOe/,  p-  lor. 

^  From  Tultocti,  a  hillocic,  «nd  Bardtn,  bardi ;  tb!t  place  being  fuppofed  to  blve  been  appropriated  ta 
4he  fupport  of  a  bard.  In  old  >iines  diltriAi  were  allotted  by  >be  great  men  for  tkeir  fupport,  which  often 
became  hereditary  in  their  families.    Dodor  Macpherfon,  118. 
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quis  to  the  heir  of  Athol.  Tn  17 1 5  it  was  made  a  garifon  by  the  rebels,  and  for  fome 
time  impeded  the  advance  of  the  King's  army  towards  Perth.  Before  the  houfe,  ac- 
cording to  honeft  Lindefay,  was  (hewn  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  the  great  fliip, 
the  Great  Michael,  built  by  James  IV.  and  defcribed  by  his  hiftorian  with  moft  fcrupu. 
lous  minutenefs  *.  The  dimenfions,  fays  he,  were  exprefled  here  by  the  Jhipwrights, 
by  a  plantation  of  hawthorns,  which  1  looked  for,  but  in  vain. 

Near  the  houfe  is  a  very  neat  cafe  of  a  fniall  church  ;  but  the  infide  is  quite  ruinous. 

Draw  near  the  Ochil  hills,  verdant  and  fmooth  ;  fee  at  a  fmall  dillance,  at  their 
foot,  Kincardine,  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Monlrofe  family.  To  the  left  is  the  fmall 
town  of  Auchterardire,  which,  with  Muthel,  Blackford,  Dinin,  and  feveral  other 
villages,  were  burnt  by  an  order  of  the  Pretender,  dated  from  his  court  at  Scone, 
the  17th  of  January,  and  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  1715 — 1716.  This  cruel 
command  was  executed  in  a  mofl  uncommonly  fevere  feafon ;  and  the  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  every  age  and  fex  left  ex^ofed  to  the  rigour  of  the  colJ.  To  palliate  thefe 
proceedings,  the  neceflity  of  obftrufling  the  niarch  of  the  King's  forces  towards  Perth 
was  pleaded :  and  that  the  Pretender,  on  his  flight  from  that  city,  left  in  the  hands 
of  Genera]  Gordon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fuSerers,  a  large  fum  of  money,  with  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  requefling  a  proper  diftribution. 

Go  through  Dinin,  and~  reach  Dupplin  at  night. 

Aug.  28,  Ride  to  fee  the  ruins  of  a  great  cairn  on  the  road  fide,  about  a  mile  north 
©f  Dupplin,  which  had  been  lately  demolifhed.  On  removing  the  flones.  were  dif- 
covered  at  the  bottom  a  great  number  of  chefls  whofe  dimenfions  were  two  feet 
eight  by  two  feet  two,  every  one  confifling  of  five  fiags,  forming  four  fiJes  and  a  lid. 
In  all  excepting  one  were  bones,  and  mixed  with  them  in  fome  of  the  chefts  were 
round  perforated  bodies,  which  I  fufpeft  to  have  been  druidical  beads ;  there  were 
t^fides  numbers  of  rings,  heart  fliaped  trinkets,  and  others  of  a  flat  and  obtong  form, 
all  made  of  a  coarfe  glafs. 

At  a  fmaM  dillance  from  this  place  is  the  pitun  of  Tippir-moor,  where  the  Marquis 
of  Montrofe  gained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Covenanters,  a  rabble  from  the  county  of 
Fife,  with  an  mferior  army  of  half-armed  Highlanders  and  Irilh.  "  If  ever  G6d  fpake 
frord  of  truth  out  of  my  mouth,"  fays  one  of  the  enthufiaftic  divines  to  his  friends,  "  I 
promife  you  in  his  name  affured  vidory  tnis  day :"  but  he  was  poffefTed  with  a  lying 
fpirit;  for  two  thoufand  of  their  flock  fell  in  the  field,  and  two  thoufand  more  were 
taken  prifoners.  Tradition  records  a  barbarous  fupcrftition  of  the  Irifh  troops,  who  that 
morning  put  to  death  an  innocent  herdfman  they  happened  to  meet,  from  the  notion 
that  viftory  would  declare  ttfelf  for  the  party  which  firlt  drew  blood. 


i; 


In  [his  fame  year  the  King  oF  Scotland  bif^ged  a  great  fliip,  called  the  Great  Michael,  which  was  the 
;reat(ft  ftip,  and  of  mgft  ftrength,  that  ever  failed  ia  England  or  France  ;  for  this  fhi  -  was  of  fg  great 
Jature,  and  took  fo  much  timber,  that,  except  Falkland,  (he  wafted  all  the  woods  in  Fife,  which  was  oak 
wood,  by  all  timber  that  was  gotten  out  of  Norrowny  ;  for  (he  was  fa  Ilrong,  ;^nd  of  fo  great  length  and 
breadth,  (all  the  wnghts  of  Scotland,  yea  and  many  other  (liangers,  were  at  her  device,  by  the  King's 
commandment,  who  wrought  very  bufily  in  her,  but  it  was  year  and  day  ere  (he  was  complete. )  To  wit. 
She  was  twelve  fcore  foot  of  length,  and  thirty  Cm  within  the  (ides  -,  (he  was  ten  foot  thick  in  the  wall,  and 
board*  on  every  fide,  fo  ftack  and  fu  thick  that  no  cannon  could  go  through  her.  This  great  (hip  cum- 
bred  Scotland  to  get  her  to  the  fea.  From  the  time  that  (he  was  afloat,  and  her  malts  and  faits  complete, 
with  tows  and  anchors  ofFeiring  thereto,  (he  was  counted  to  the  King  to  be  thirty  thoufand  pounds  o(  tx- 
pcncci,by  her  artillery  which  was  very  great  and  collly  to  the  King  by  all  the  icll  of  her  orders.  To  wit. 
She  bare  many  cannons,  lix  on  every  fide,  with  three  great  baflils,  two  behind  in  her  dock,  and  one  before, 
with  three  hundred  (hot  of  fmall  artillery,  that  is  to  fay,  myand  and  battered  falcon,  and  quarter-falcon, 
(lings,  pellilciit  (erpetens,  and  dojblc  dogs,  with  hagtor  and  culvering,  corf-bowa  and  hand-bows.  She  had 
three  hundred  marmers  to  (ail  her  ;  (he  had  fix  fcore  of  gunneri  to  ufe  her  artillery  ;  and  had  a  thoufand 
ncn  of  war  by  hci  captaiaa,  (hippcrt,  and  quaner-mattcn." 

14  Reach 
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Reach  the  church  of  Tippir-moor,  which  takes  its  name  from  a  holy  well,  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary,  This  parifli  was  fomeiiine  the  refidence  of  the  bifhop  of  Dunkeld. 
Bifliop  Galfred  died  herein  1249;  and  Biftiop  Sinclair  in  1337*.  The  laft  re-built 
and  reftored  the  church  of  St.  Serf,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  water  of  Almond,  once 
the  chi^f  of  this  parilh  ;  but,  as  report  goes,  was  afterwards  deferted  on  account  of  a 
child  of  Lord  Ruthven's  being  drowned  in  the  river,  in  returning  from  being  baptized. 

Below  the  minilter's  houfe  is  a  rhomboid  intrenchment,  called  the  Ward  :  but  there 
is  not  the  leaft  tradition  about  the  defign  of  it.  A  liltle  fariher  is  a  high  copped 
tumulus  or  mount,  Hyled  the  roirnd  Law,  fuch  places  being  in  ihefe  parts  gen^^rally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  feats  of  juillce. 

At  a  fmail  diftance  from  hence  arrive  at  the  high  banks  above  the  river  Almond, 
which  here  waters  the  plain  that  extends-  to  Perth,  and  falls  into  ihe  Tay,  about  a  mile 
above  that  city.  Near  this  place  was .  feated  the  ancient  Bertha,  or  Perth,  which 
Boethius  afferts  had  been  the  refidence  of  the  Scottifh  Kings.  Here,  fays  he,  Kenneth 
exercifed  fevere  juftice  on  the  great  Banditti  f.  This  place,  fays  Buchanan  J,  was  be- 
fieged  by  the  Danes  before  the  battle  of  Loncarty  ;  it  was  totally  deflroyed  by  a.  flood 
in  J2IO,  and  th«  city  re-built  on  the  fpot  where  the  prefent  Perth  ftands.  The  tide  of 
the  Tay,  in  former  times,  reached  this  place;  from  whiah  circumftance  is  derived  the 
name,  Bertha,  being  a  contraftion  from  Aber-Tay,  or  the  place  where  the  Tay  met  the 
fea  §.  An  anchor  has  been  found  here ;  and,  as  I  have  been  told,  that  on  digging,  are 
to  be  found  almost  every  where  old  walls,  vaults  and  caufeways,  &r  beneath  the  pre< 
fent  furface  of  the  ground.  The  Romans  had  a  ftation  on  its  banks,  which  their  road 
pointed  to:  and  flill  the  falls  of  the  cliffs  produce  many  proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  af- 
ferti6n.  About  eight  years  ago,  by  the  lapfe  of  a  great  piece  of  land,  was  difcovered  ■ 
great  quantities  of  excellent  iron,  in  ihort  thick  bars,  from  one  to  two  feet  in  length,  as 
if  it  had  been  cut  for  the  conveniency  of  retailing. 

Other  ftills  have  produced  difcoveries  ftill  more  fingular,  and  have  layed  open  a 
fpecies  of  interment,  as  far  as  I  know,  hitherto  unnoticed.  Some  years  ago,  in  the 
face  of  a  broken  bank,  were  difcovered,  fix  pillars  in  a  line,  ten  feet  diftance  from  one 
another,  and  eighteen  feet  high  from  the  top  of  the  ground  to  the  bed  of  the  Almond, 
fliewing  out  of  the  bank  a  femicircular  face.  Thefe  proved  to  have  been  the  contents 
of  certain  cylindrical  pits,  funk  in  the  earth  as  places  of  fepulture.  The  urns  were 
placed  in  them,  and  the  hollows  filled  with  eanh  of  a  different  kind  from  the  banks, 
and  fo  ftrongly  rammed  in,  as  to  remain  coherent,  after  the  former  had  in  part  been 
waflied  away.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Duff  has  defcribed  thefe  hollows  in  a  manner  fomewhat 
different,  comparing  them  to  the  fegments  of  a  cone,  V'ith  the  broader  part  downwards ; 
and  to  have  been  filled  with  bones,  afhes,  and  fragments  of  urns.  Thefe  funebrious 
veffels  have  been  found  here  of  different  fizes  ;  one  of  very  uncommon  dimenfions  as 
well  as  materials  :  being  of  fine  clay  only  half  an  inch  thick  ;  and  entirely  plated  in  the 
infide  with  brafs.  It  is  capable  of  containing  ten  gallons  ;  and  was  filled  with  aflies. 
Other  urns  of  a  fmall  fize  have  been  met  with  in  thefe  pits  ;  one  held  fome  wood  aOies, 
and  part  of  a  lacrymatdry  ;  an  evidence  of  the  nation  they  belonged  to.  So  that  if 
we  may  rely  on  the  map  of  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  this  place  might  have  been  the 
Orrea  of  the  Romans.    - 

A  mile  farther,  on  the  plain,  is  the  ancient  houfe  of  Ruthven  ;  once  the  feat  of  the 
unfortunate  Cowries.    It  confifts  of  two  fquare  towers,  built  at  different  times ;  ar.d 


•  Mill'i  LivM  of  tbe  BiAopt  oF  Dunkeld,  MS.  f  Lib.  XL  p.  317. 
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cKftinft  from  each  Other ;  but  now  joined  by  buildings  oflatter  date.  Theto^ofone 
of  the  towers  is  called  .the  Maiden's  leap,  receiving  its  name  oh  the  following  occalion  r 
a  daughter  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Gowrie  was  addrefled  by  a  young  gentleman  of  inferior 
rank  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  frequent  vilitorof  the  family,  who  never  would  give  th& 
lead  countenance  to  his  pa(Goo.  His  lodging  was  in  the  tower,  feparate  from  that  of  hts-' 
miArefs  j 

Se  J  vetuere  pntres  quorf  non  potuere  Tctare.  ' 

The  lady,  before  the  door  was  {hut,  conveyed  herfelf  into  her  lover's  apartment  j  but 
fome  prying  Duenna  acquainted  the  couniefs  with  it ;  who  cutting,  off,  as  flie  thought,, 
all  poffibilily  of  i-etreat,  haflened  to  furprize  them-  The  young  lady's  ears  were  quick; 
fhe  heard  ihe  footHieps  of  the  old  countefs,  ran  to  the  top  of  the  leads,  and  took  the 
defperate  leap  of  nine  feet  four  inches  over  a  chafni  of  fixty  feet,  and  luckily  lighting, 
on  the  battlements  of  the  other  tower,  crept  into  her  own  bed,  where  her  aftoniflied 
mother  found  her,  and  of  courfe  apologized  for  the  unjuft  fufpicion.  The  fair  daugh- 
ter did  not  choofe  to  repeat  the  leap  j  but  the  next  night  eloped,  and  was  married. 

But  this  place  was  the  feene  of  more  ferious  trahfadions,  which  laid  the  foundation: 
of  a  refentment  that  proved  fatal  to  its  noble  mailer.  Here  was  executed  the  generous 
defigo  of  freeing  James  VI.  from  his  worthlefs  fevourites,  who  were  poifoning  his  youth 
jivith  exahed  notions  of  royal  prerogative  -,  and  inflilling  into  hira  thofe  principles  which, 
in  after  times,  proved  fo  deftruflive  to  his  progeny.  Gowrie,  with  numbers  of  other 
peers,  inveigled  James  into  this  callle,  in  the  year  1582,  on  his  return  from  a  hunting 
match  in  Athol.  When  he  was  about  to  depart,  he  was  flopped  by  the  nobles  in  a  body, 
who  prefented  him  with  the  n>emoria!  againfl  the  ill  coaduft  of  his  principal  favourites. 
He  endeavoured  to  free  himfelf  from  rellraint^  but  was  prevented ;.  and  upon  his  burft- 
'  ing  into  tears,  was  told  by  the  guardian  of  Glames,  that  it  was  better  children  weep  than 
bearded  men.  This  was  called  the  Raid  of  Ruihven.  The  confpirators  carried  him 
off;  but  on  his  efcape  he  agahi  religned  himfelf  to  Arran,  a  favourite  void  of  every 
fpecies  of  virtue,  and  even,  after  an  a£l  of  oblivion,  declared  them  guilty  of  high  trea>- 
fon,  and  a£lually  put  Gowrie  to  death  at  Stirling,  after  a  trial  injurious  to  his  IVIajelly's 
honour. 

After  the  doubtful  confpiracy  of  the  two  fons  of  this  uniEbrtunate  nobleman  at  Perth,, 
and  after  their  deaths,  and  podhumous  convidion,  the  vei<y  name  was  abolifhed  by  a£t 
of  parliament ;  the  houfe  indeed  was  preferved ;  but  to  obliterate  alt  memory  of  fo 
detefted  a  family,  even  the  name  of  that  was  changed  to  Hunting-Tower, 

Near  this  houfe  is  the  flone  building  called  the  Lowfwork,fo  ftyledfrom  Low  the  firfl 
contriver.  This  ferves  to  divert  pan  of  the  water  of  Almond  into  an  aquedufl,  leading 
to  Perth,  which  is  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  the  various  mills  at-  thig  prefent  time,  and 
anciently  afliiled  to  make  the  place  almoft  impregnable,  by  filling  the  ditch  that  fur- 
rounded  the  walls.  On  one  fide  of  this  aquedufl  is  the  boult  of  Balhoufie,  a  ftone  work,. 
perforated  with  an  orifice,  thirty-two  inches  round,  guarded  with  a  circle  of  iron  at  each  - 
end.  This  hole  is  permitted,  by  very  ancient  ufage  to  convey  a  portion  of  water  to  the 
mill  of  that  name.  A  contra^  is  Itill  extant  between  the  magiftrates  of  Perth  and 
Eviot,  then  the  owner  of  Balhoufie,  in  1 464,  about  the  repair  of  this  boult ;  aftd  very 
lately  the  fame  has  been  reaewed  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  the  prefent  noble  poffeffor  of 
thofe  lands  *.     . 

•  A«  it  i«  my  wift  to  {iivrerTtt  the  memoi7  of  every  ImeraAor  to  the  human  Tpecies,  I  mud  not  otntt 
■ncDtion  of  Alexatider  Chrillie,  an  Irifh-Scot,  who  about  Bfty  year*  ago  h  this  pan'fh.  at  a  place  called 
Tulloch,  fet  up  the  firft  bleaching  ground  ;  and  wu  the  ficft  pcrfon  who  introduced  the  right  cuhurc  of 
potatoes  into  thii  coiiQtry. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  DuffTrom  this  fpot  pointed  to  me  the  fite  of  Tillilura,  near  Perth,  once  a  con- 
tent of  Ganuelites,  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  parifh  of  Tippir-moor.  The  founder  is  not 
■mentioned  :  we  only  learn  from  Keith  that  Richard  Inverkeithing,  Bifliop  of  Dunkeld, 
built  here  a  Bne  chapel  and  a  houfe,  in  1 262,  and  that  the  fynods  of  the  diocefe  were 
wont  to  be  kept  here  for  fear  of  the  Cattarranes,  or  the  Highland  robbers,  till  the  year 
1460,  when  I'homas  Lauder,  Bilhop  of  Dunkeld-,  removed  them  to  his  own  cathedral  *. 

In  my* return  to  Dupplin  had  a  diftaW  view  to  Methwen,-  a  place  lying  between  Tip- 
pir-moor and  the  Almond,  noted  for  the  defeat  Robert  Bruce  received  here  from  the 
Engli(h,in  1306,  under  Aymerde  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

I'he  banks  of  this  river,  about  two  miles  higher  than  Bertha,  aiforded  an  untimely 
grave  to  the  fiiir  friends,  Bellie  Betl,  and  Mary  Gray,  two  neighbouring  beauties,  cele- 
brated in  an  elegant  Scotch  ballad,  compofed  by  a  lover  deeply  ftricken  with  the 
charms  of  both.  One  was  the  daughter  of  the  Laird  of  Kinvaid,  the  other  of  the 
Laird  of  Lednoch.  A  peftilence  that  raged  in  1 666,  determined  them  to  retire  from 
the  danger.  They  fele£ted  a  romantic  and  fequedered  fpot,  on  the  fide  o£3rauchie' 
Bum,  where 


Here  they  lived  for  fome  time,  and  as  fhould  feem,  without  jealoufy,  for  they  received 
the  vifits  of  their  lover,  till  catching  the  ini^ftton,  they  both  died,  and  were  both  in- 
terred in  the  lands  of  Lednoch,  at  Dronach  Haughf. 

Auguft  '^9.  Leave  Dupplin,  and  re-vifil  Perth.  Am  honoured  by  the  magiftrates 
with  the  freedom  of  the  city. 

Pafs  over  the  part  of  the  North-Inch.  On  this  plain,  in  1396,3  private  war  betweeii 
the  Clan  Chattan,  and  the  Clan  Kay,  was  decided  in  a  manner  parallel  to  the  combat 
between  the  Honitii  and.  Curiatii-.  A  cruel  feud  raged  between  thefe  warlike  tribes, 
which  the  King,  Robert  the  IIL,  in-vain  endeavoured  to  reconcile  :  atlength,the  Earfe 
of  Crawford  and  Dunbar  propofed,  that  the  difference  fliould  be  determined  by  the 
fword,  by  thirty  champions  on  each  fide.  The  warriors  were  chofen,  the  day  of  com> 
bat  fixed,  the  field  appointed,  and  the  King  and  his  nobility  affembled  as  fpeftatcH^. 
On  reviewing  the  combatants,  one  of  the  Clan-Chattan  (feized  with  a  panic)  was  tnif- 
fing;  when  it  was  propofed,  in  order  to  form  a  parity  of  numbers,  that  one  of  the  ' 
Clan  Kay  fhould  withdraw ;  but  fuch  was  the  fpirit  of  that  brave  people,  that  not  one 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  refign  the  honour  and  danger  of  ihe  day.  At  length  one 
Henry  Wind,  a  fadler,  who  happened  accidentally  to  be  prefent,  offered  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  loft  Macintofh,  for  the  fmallfum  of  a  French  crown  of  gold.  He,  was  ac- 
cepted; the  eombat  began,  and  Henry  fairly  earned  his  pay,  for  byhis  prowefs  vic- 
tory declared  itfelf  in  favour  of  his  party.  Of  that  of  Cbti-Chattan  only  ten  and  the 
volunteer  were  left  alive,  and  every  one  of  them  dangeroirily  wounded.  Of  the  Clan- 
Kay  only  one  furvived,.  who,  declining  fo  unequal  a  combat,  flung  himfdf  into  the  Tay, 
and  fwam  over  unwounded  to  the  oppofiie  (hore  \. 

Ride  ov«r  the  bridge  of  Perth,  the  moft  beautiful  ftrufture  of  the  kind  in  North 
Britain,  defigned  and  executed  by  Mr.  Smeaton.  Its  length  is  nine  hundred  feet ; 
the  breadth  (the  only  blemifh)  twenty-two  within  the  parapets.  The  piers  are  founded 
ten  feet  beneath  the  bed  of  the  river,  upon  oaken  and  beachen  piles,  and  ftones  laid  in 
puzzalane,  and  cramped  with:  iron.    The  number  trf  arches  nine ;  of  which  the  centre 

*  MS.  Lircof  thcBilheps.  t  GftbioiUflrPi:rth,p.  1$, 

t  fiuchiuuii,  lib.  X.  c.  I,  5. 
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15  feventy-five  feet  ia  dbmeter.  This  noble  work  opens  a  communication  with  all  the 
difTercritt  great  roads  of  the  kiDgdom,  and  was  completed  at  the  expence  of  twenty-fix 
thoufand  pounds :  of  this  the  commitlioners  of  forfeited  filiates,  by  his  Majedy's  per« 
miflion,  gave  eleven  thoufand  ;  Perth,  two  j  private  fubfcribers,  four  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  ;  the  royal  boroughs,  five  hundred.  But  (till  this  great  wofit 
would  have  met  u  ith  a  check  for  want  of  money,  had  not  the  Earl  of  Klnooull,  with 
his  charadleridic  public  fpirit,  advanced  the  remaining  fum,  and  taken  the  fecurity  of 
the  foils  :  with  the  hazard  only  to  bimlelf. 

Several  preceding  bridges  have  been  waihed  away  by  the  violent  floods,  that  at  times 
pour  down  from  the  Highlands.  The  firfl  misfortune  on  record  is  that  which  befel  it 
in  I210,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Lion,  before  recited  by  me.  I  am  uncertain 
whether  it  fuffered  a  fecond  time  before  the  year  1329  ;  or  whether  the  order  given 
that  year  by  Robert  I.,  for  liberty  of  getting  (tones  out  of  the  quarries  of  Kynkarachi 
and  Balcormoc  *,  for  the  building  of  that,  the  bridge  of  Eam^  and  the  church  of  Perth, 
was  not  for  re-building  the  former,  which  might  have  lain  in  ruins  fince  the  days  of 
■William.  After  this,  it  met  with  a  fucceflion  of  misfortunes,  in  the  years  1573,  1582, 
and  1589 ;  and  finally,  in  the  year  1612,  when  it  had  been  ju{l  re-built  and  completed 
in  the  moft  magnificent  manner,  a  fatal  flood  overthrew  the  whole  :  a  judgment,  faid 
the  people,  on  the  iniquity  of  the  place,  for  in  1606  here  was  held  that  parliament, 
*'  at  which  bilhops  were  ercded,  and  the  lords  rode  firfl  in  their  fcarlet  gowns"  f. 
From  that  period  it  lay  negle&ed,  till  the  late  fuccefsful  attempt  reflored  it  at  leafl  to 
its  former  fplendor. 

On  reaching  the  eaflem  banks  of  the  Tay,  make  a  digreflion  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
to  the  left,  to  fee  the  celebrated  abbey  of  Scone  |,  feated  amidft  beautiful  woods,  and, 
at  a  fmall  di/bancefrom  the  river.  Long  after  the  foundation  of  the  abbey.  Scone  had 
been  a  place  of  note.  It  is  called  by  fome  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Fifls :.  but  it 
certainly  was  the  feat  of  the  princes  of  Scotland  as  early  as  the  time  of  Kenneth.  On 
a  tumulus,  ftill  in  being,  they  kept  their  court  of  judice  :  on  this  they  fat  to  deter* 
mine  the  pleas  between  their  harons,  whence  it  was  called  the  Mont  P/aalt  de  Scond^ 
ommt  terrdy  or  the  Mote  hill  of  Scone.  It  is  alfo,  fometiraes  called  Boot  hill,  in-altu- 
fion  to  a  fuppofed  ancient  pra£tice  of  bringing  to  this  place,  a  bootfuU  of  earth  from 
different  ellates,  when  the  proprietors  were  here  to  be  inverted  in  them.  Mote, 
in  the  Gahc  tongue,  fignifies  a  court ;  for  in  very  early  times  it  wascuftomary  for 
the  great  people  to  deliver  their  laws  from  eminences  of  this  kind.  Our  Druids  had 
their  Gorfeddau,  where  they  fate  aloft,  and  delivered  their  decrees,  their  fentences,  and 
their  orations  to  the  people. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Malcolm  Mac-Kenneth,  or  Malcolm  the  II.  feated  in  the  famous 
chair,  placed  on  this  mount,  "  gave  and  diflributed  all  his  lands  of  the  realm  of  Scot* 
land  amongfl  his  men,  and  referved  nathing  in  propertie  to  himfelf,  bot  the  royall  dig- 
nitie,  and  the  Mutehill  in  the  towne  of  Scone  %."  So  that  it  Ihould  feem  the  very  ex- 
iftence  of  his  royal  dignity  depended  on  the  poffeffion  of  this  hill  of  authority.  But  I 
muft  remark  with  Mr.  Guthrie,  that  this  diftribution  ought  to  be  taken  in  a  more 
limited  fenfe  :  it  being  incredible  that  any  Prince  fhould  thus  totally  dived  himfelf  of  all 
ihe  royal  demefnes.    It  is  niofl  probable  that  he  only  renewed  to  his  barons  the  grants 

•  On  opening  tliii  quanyi  fur  the  materialt  of  the  prefcnt  bridge,  numberi  of  the  encicot  tooli  were 
difcovered. 

\  Gabioni,  81. 

^  Ot  ScyoD,  ai  it  i*  uticd  in  ■  charter  of  Alexander  II.  Vide  Andcrioa'a  Diplomata,  No.  XXX. 

^  Regiam  Majcft.  p.  1.  and  Boethiiu,  lib.  XI.  p.  345. 
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of  (heir  lands,  and  in  reward  for  their  faithful  fervices  tnade  their  tenures  fure  and  here- 
ditary, which  before  they  held  precarioufly,  and  on  the  will  of  the  crown  •. 

The  abbey  was  founded  by  Alexander  the  Firft,  in  1114,  and  was  dedicated  to  the 
IJply  Triniiy  and  St.  Michael  ihe  arch-angel,  and  filled  with  canons  regular  of  St. 
Au ;;uiline  It  is  fatd  to  have  been  originally  a  feat  of  the  CuUees,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, as  it  is  not  to  be  fiippofed  that  fo  noted  a  place  could  be  deflitute  of  fome  re* 
Dgious  order.  The  revenue's  at  the  reformation  were  confiderable :  amounting  to 
1140I.  6s.  6d.  Scots;  befides  fixteen  chaldrons  and  two  firlots  of  wheat;  feventy-lhree 
chaldrons  thirteen  bolls,  two  firlots  and  two  pecks  of  bear  j  fixty-two  chaldrons  of 
meal ;  e^hteen  chaldrons  and  three  bolls  of  oats ;  and  one  iafl  of  falmon. 

In  the  church  of  tHs  abbey  was  preferved  the  famous  chair,  whofe  bottom  was  the 
fatal  ftone,  the  palladium  of  the  Scottifh  monarchy ;  the  ftone,  which  had  firft  ferved 
Jacob  for  his  pillow,  was  afterwards  tranfported  into  Spain,  where  it  was  firft  ufed  as  a 
feat  of  judicc  by  Gethalus.  cotemporary  with  JVlofes.  It  afterwards  found  its  way  to 
Dunftaffage  in  Argylcfhire,  continued  there  as  the  coronation  chair  till  the  reign  of 
Kenneth  II.  who  to  lecure  his  empire  removed  it  to  Scone.  Here  it  remained,  and  in  it 
every  Scottifh  monarch  was  inaugurated  till  the  year  1296,  when  Edward  I.  to  the 
mortification  of  North-Britain,  tranflated  it  to  Weftminfter  abbey  y  and  with  it,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  prophecy,  the  empire  of  Scotland. 

The  ceremony  of  placing  the  new  monarch  in  the  coronation  chair  was  hereditary  in. 
the  ancient  Earls  of  Fife.  Edward,  in  the  midft  of  his  ufurpation,  paid  a  (Irid  atten- 
tion to  that  point :  the  ofHce  was  in  Duncan  the  eleventh  Earl ;  but  as  he  was  under 
age  and  with  the  King,  I  find  in  Rymer's  Foederaf  a  writ  dated  Nov.  2J,  1392.  at 
Norham,,direding  one  John  of  Perth,  inftead  of  the  young  Earl,  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  putting  his  creature  John  Batiol  info  the  regal  chair  at  Scone. 

This  abbey,  with  the  church,  in  the  year  1559,  underwent  the  common  fete  of  re- 
ligious houfes,  in  the  furious  and  ungovernable  feafon  of  reformation.  This  was  de- 
moliflied  by  the  zealots  of  Dundee,  in  refentment  of  one  of  their  company  being,  killed 
by  a  (liot  from  the  houfe.  The  nobility  who  were  prefent  ftrove  to  divert  their  rage, 
being  more  interefted  in  the  prefervation,  from  the  profpe£t  of  fharing  in  the  plunder 
of  the  church. 

In  the  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  David  Murray,  anceftor  of  Lord  Stormont^ 
the  prefent  owner  of  the  place.  Sir  David's  figure  is  placed  in  an  attitude  of  devotion, 
with  a  long  infcription,  relating. his  lineage,  offices  and  virtues.  Charles  II.  was 
crowned  in  this  church  before  he  fet  out  in  the  expedition  that  terminated  in  the  fetal 
battle  "bf  Worcefter.  The  crown  was  placed  on  his  head  by  the  Marquis  of  Argyle, 
the  wily  peer  being  for  once  cheated  by  the  young  prince,  who  flattered  him.  with  the 
hope  of  feeing  one  of  his  dauj^hters  mother  of  a  line  of  kings  J. 

Jn  the  year  1715  the  old  Chevalier  refided  here  for  fome  time,  and  ilTued  out  fix 
proclamations,  among  which  was  one  for  his  coronation  on  the  23d  of  January  1716; 
but  before  that  time  his  refolution  felled,  and  he  fled  from  a  crown  he  was  unworthy  to 
wear.     His  fon.  In  I  ''45,  made  the  place  a  fliort  vifit. 

Return  the  fame  road ;  pafs  near  the  end  of  the  bridge  of  Perth,  and  after  a  Ihort 
'fpace,  ride  beneath  the  vaft  rocks  of  KinnouU,  which  threaten  deftruftion  to  the  tra- 
veller, from  the  frequent  falls  from  this  black  and  n^ged  precipice.  Many  awful  ruins 
are  fcattered  far  beyond  the  road ;  one  of  which  a  few  years  ago  overwhelmed  a  fmall. 


*  Hill.  Scotland,  I.  316.  f  Vol.  ii.  f.  6qo. 

X  CUrudon,  vi.  395. 
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cottage  and  the  poor  inhabitants.  Beautiful  agates  are  frequently  fouiid  in  (his  hill. 
In  examining  the  fragments  that  lay  beneath,  I  difcovered  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
Java,  a  proof  of  its  having  been  an  ancient  volcano.  . 

In  the  church  of  KinnouU  is  the  raagnificew  monument  of  Chancellor  Hay  .•.  IJjs 
lordlhip  is  reprefented  (landing  under  a  rich  entablaturej  fupported  by  three  pillars  : 
two  elegantly  carved,  the  third  plain,  fnrrounded  by  a  coronet.  Mis  drefe  is  a  long 
gown,  great  ruff,  and  fmall  clofe  c?p.  The  feals  and  a  fcuU  are  placed  on  a  table  be- 
fore him.     Beneath  is  a  fpace  defigried  for  the  epitaph,  but  left  uninfcribed. 

Soon  reach  the  nnted  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  a  fine  trad  that  extends  in  length  fourteen 
miles,  and  in  breadth  four,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  range  of  hills  called  the  Braes 
of  Gowrie,  and  by  the  river  Tay  on  the  fouth.  Too  much  cannot  be  faid  of  its  ferti- 
lity. It  is  covered  with  corn  of  every  fpecies ;  peas  and  clover  all  in  great  perfeftion ; 
varied  with  orchards,  plantations,  and  gentlemen's  feats.  The  roads  are  planted  oa 
each  fide  with  trees,  which,  with  .the  vafl:  richnefe  of  the  countr)',  reminded  n>e  of  Flan- 
ders ;  and  the  extenfive  com  lands,-with  the  mud-houfts,  dabbed  on  the  butfide  with 
cow-dung,  for  fuel,  immediately  brought  before  me  the  idea  of  Northamptonfliire.  It 
agrees  with  the  laft  alfo,  in  finding  during  fummer  a  great  deficiency  of  water  for  com- 
mon  ufes,  and  a  great  lack  of  fuel  'all  winter ;  fo  that  the  following  is  become  a  pro> 
verbial  faying,  (falfe,  I  truft,  in  the  laft  inftance)  "  that  the  Carfe  of  Gowrib  wants  wa- 
ter all  fummer,  fire  all  winter,  and  the  grace  of  God  all  the- year  through." 

The  view  of  the  Tay  and  the  oppofite  fhore  add  great  charms  to  the  view.  ,  On  the 
fouthern  bank  Hands  Elcho,  a  poor  -convent  of  Ciftertian  nuns,  founded  by  David 
Lindfay  of  Glanerk  and  his  mother,  on  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  Dumferline ; 
endowed  afterwards  by  Madoch  t.  Earl  of  Strathearn,  with  the  lands  of  Kinnaird  ia 
Fife.  But  the  reclufea  were  never  very  opulent,  as  tbeir  whole  revenue  at  the  Refor- 
jnaHon  amounted  but  to  (ixty-four  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence. 

A  little  further  the  Tay  begins  to  fpread  confiderably,  and  to  affiinte  the  form  of  an 
xflua^.  At  a  hamlet  called  Hawkeftone,  fee  on  the  road  Cide  a  very  large  ftone,  faid 
to  be  that  on  which  the  hawk  of  the  peafant  Hay  alighted,  after  it  had  performed  its 
flight  round  the  land  which  was  given  to  the  gallant  ruftic  in  reward  of  his  fervices :  on 
it  is  infcribed  in  modem  letters,  I  kqow  not  why,  the  word  Caledonia. 

Reach  Errol,  a  fmall  town,  remarkable  for  the  beautifiil  views,  particularly  thofe 
from  the  gardens  of  Mr.  Crawford,  feated  on  a  knowl,  with  a  rkb  view  of  land  oe 
water  from  every  part.  Here  I  remarked  the  arbor  vita  of  a  very  uncommon  fize, 
being  five  feet  fix  inches  in  circumference.    The  feeds  lipen  here  v«y  wdl. 

Obferve,  about  a  mile  to  the  left,  Cadle-Lion,  a  feat  of  the  Lions  Earls  of  Stratbmore. 

The  Carfe  of  Gowrie  terminates  a  few  miles  ferther,  when  the  land  grows  higher, 
but  ftiU  continues  fertile  and  improved.  .  " 

The  fouthern  boundary  of  the  Tay  is  the  (hire  of  Fife,  a  beautiful  extent  of  country, 
rifing  gently  from  the  water  edge.  Newbureh,  a  port  of  Perth,  where  velTels  of  three 
hundred  tons  may  lie,  is  to  be  feen  on  that  more,  a  little  eaft  of  Abemethy.  Farther 
on  are  many  places  of  note  that  lie  on  that  coaft,  and  were  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this 
day's  ride.  The  firft  is  Lindores,  a  little  eaft  of  Newburgh,  a  rich  abbey,  founded  \>y 
David  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  brotjier  to  William  the  Firft,  on  his  return  from  the  Half 
Land,  about  the  year  1 178.  The  pious  inhabitants  were  Tyronefian  monks,  drawn 
from  the  abbey  of  Kelfo,  whom  Boeiiuus  pronounces  tohave  been  famous  for  the  jono- 

*  Sir  George  Hay  firft  Earl  of  KinnouU. 

^  Probably  Malaifc  or  Maurice,  for  I  fee  no  Madocht  amoDg  the  Eailb 
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cency  of  their  manners.  Their  revenue  io  money  was  two  thoufand  two  hundred  md 
forty  pounds  fourteen  Ihillings  and  fourpence  Scots;  and  they  had  befides  twenty-iwo 
parilh  churches  dependent  on  ihem.  The  Duke  of  Rothefay,  eldeft  fon  to  Robert !!.» 
wha  was  (Carved  to  death  at  Falkland  by  bb  uncle,  was,  according  to  report,  buried  in 
the  church  of  this  abbey. 

■  A  few  niiles,more  to  the  eaft,  OD  the  fattie  fliore,  are  the  ruins  of  Balmeiino,  orBal* 
merinoch,  a  nio(t  beautiful  abbey  of  Oftercians  (tranfplanted  from  Melrofs),  bef^un  by 
Alexander  II.  and  his  mother  Emergarda,  in  1229,  on  lands  purchafed  by  her  for  a 
thoufand  marks  from  Richard  de  Ruele,  who  reOgned  this  and  the  lands  of  Cukreach 
and  Ballindean  to  her  in  1215,  for  this  pious  uTe.  Various  other  donations  were  be- 
llowed on  it ;  among  which  may  be  redconed  Corbie  and  BirkiU,  and  its  parks,  be- 
queathed by  Lawrence  of  Abernethy,  becaufe  the  royal  foundrefs  had  left  him  in  her 
will  a  legacy  of  two  hundred  marks  llerliag.  The  preceptory  of  Gadvan  in  Fife  aUb 
belonged  to  this  abbey,  and  two  or  three  of  the  monks  always  refided  on  it.  I1ie  ni-  • 
venues  of  the  place  were  not  large,  not  exceeding  feven  hundred  and  four  pounds  two 
fhilUngs  and  tenpence  halfpenny  in  Scots  money.  At  the  Re£ormatiQil  Balmertno.  was 
ereded  into  a  barony,  in  favour  of  Sir  James  EIpbinAoo.  . 

Near  the  village  of  Invergowrie  quit  the  fliire  of  Perth,  and  enter  thai  of  Angus,  ant}  , 

after  a  ride  of  three  or  four  miles  arrive  at  Dundee,  a  well-built  town,  leated  on  the 
seduary  of  the  Tay,  about  eight  miles  from  the  mouth,  in  tat.  56. — 24.  30.  long,  from 
London  3—5.  3.  weft,  and  is  the  third  in  rank  of  the  royal  boroughs.  The  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and  fuburbs  amount  nearly  to  fourteen  thoufand.  Here  are 
three  edablifhed  churches,  with  three  minifters  and  two  afli[lants«  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  duty  of  the  parifh,  which  includes  a  certain  diflrifl  near  the  town  {  befides,  there 
ire  two  epifcopal  chapels,  a  meeting-boufe  for  the  GlaJHtes  ',  and  three  for  the  burgher 
and  antiburgher  feceders. 

The  town  is  feated  on  the  lide  of  a  bill,  and  is  rather  irregularly  laid  out.  Above  it 
is  Law  of  Dundee,  xmark  to  feamen.  The  harbour  is  artificially  protefled  by  piers, 
and  fiimifhed  with  a  quay,  on  which  are  three  very  handfome  public  warehoufes,  built 
in  1 756.  The  largeft  is  cocnpofed  of  a  centre  a  hundred  feet  long,  with  two  handfome 
wings,  all  built  of  free-ftone,  and  their  comers  adorned  with  ruftic  work.  The  harbour 
b  very  commodious,  and  very  accciTible  by  people  that  are  acquainted  with  it.  Ther^ 
are  on  the  north  (hore,  near  the  entry  of  the  aftuary,  two  light-houres,  very  completely 
iinifhed,  and  well  attended,  being  the  property  of  the  hraternity  of  feamen  at  Dtmdee ; 
but  the  want  of  a  new  furvey  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  fands  have  of  late  years 
ihifted :  the  public  therefore  look  up  to  the  admiralty  expefUng  its  attmtion  in  this . 
important  article.  The  port  will  contain  about  two  hundred  fail,  has  at  fpring  tides, 
fourtaen  feet  water,  and  admits  veffels  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  tons  burden.  There 
are  at  prelent  about  (eventy  ihips  belonging  to  the  place,  and  one  of  two  hundred  and 
fixty-four  tons,  that  is  employed  in  the  Greenland  whale-Bfhery.  An  auempt  is  now 
making  to  revive  the  coafting  cod-fiihery. 

The  manufaftures  of  Dui^ee  are  linen,  efpedally  of  Oftiaburghs,  fail-cloth,  cordage, 
threads,  thread-fkx^ings,  buckrams  (a  new  woik  in  Scotland^,  tanned  leather,  and 
Ihoes,  for  the  London  maiket;  hats,  which  'has  fet  afids  their  importation  from.  Eng- 
land for  the  fuj^ly  of  thefe  parts ;  and  laftly,  as  an  article  of  trade,  may  be  mentioned 
a  fugar-houfe,  erected  about  feven  years  ago,  which  does  confiderable  bufmefs.  Here 
was,  in  memcH'y  of  man,  a  manufa&ure  at  coaHe  wooUen  cloth,  called  plaiden,  which 

"  Or  the  Mowera  of  Mr.  John  GUb,,fountlerDfthe  bA  of  IndependeDU  in  North  Britun, 
TOL.  HI.  3  H  WML,  . 
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vat  exported  undreied,  nodjred,  to  Sweden,  Germany,  and  the  United  Provinces',  f<»r 
doatbing  the  troops  of  thofe  countries ;  but  this  was  fuperfeded  by  that  of  Ofnaburghs, 
which  commenced  in  the  year  1747,  and  is  now  the  flaple  of  the  county  of  Angus. 
In  1773)  4)44^)460  y3>'(l3  were  fiamped;  the  ptice  from  fourpesce  to  fixpence  a  yard. 
Thefe  are  fliipped  for-London,  Newcaft!e,  Leith,  Burrowftonefs,  and  Giafgow,  from 
whence  they  are  fent  to  the  Weft  ladies  and  America,  for  the  cloathing  of  the  flares. 
To  the  fame  places  are  alfo  exported  threads,  foap,  ihoes,  leather,  and  fadlery  goods. 
To  Sweden  and  Norway  are  fent  potatoes,  and  drel&ags  of  Bax ;  and  in  times  of  plenty, 
when  exportation  is  allowed,  com,  meal,  and  flour.  The  falmon  taken  near  Brough- 
Tzx  caftle  is  fent  falted  to  Holland. 

'  in  refpe£l  to  imports,  it  recdves  from  Nortb  America,  Rufiia,  Memel  and  Daatzick, 
Sweden,  Norway,  Spain,  Portugal,  the  uiiial  exports  of  thofe  countries ;  and  from 
Holland  undreft  flax,  for  the  manufafture  o£  threads  and  fine  linens,  pot-aflies,  linfeed, 
clever-feed,  old  iron,  and  madder,  fostheufe  of  dyers.     Such  is  its  present  ftate. 

The  public  buildings,  ancient  uid  modem,  are  tfaefe  :  the  magoiflcentGothic  tower 
of  the  old  church,  a  venerable  and  fuperb  building,  now  (landing  by  itfelf,  giving  reafon 
to  every  fpeftator  to  regret  the  lofc  of  the  body.  The  only  remains  are  the  choir, 
called  the  Old  Kiric,  whofe  weft  end  is  crofled  by  another  building,  diviJed  into  two 
places  of  woHhip,  evidently  of  a  later  conllrudioD,  and  probably  built  out  of  the  niios 
of  the  old :  the  iaft,  when  entire,  was  in  form  of  a  crofe,  and,  according  to  Boethius, 
founded  bw  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  brother  to  William  I.  of  Scotland,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  bleifed  Virgin.  This  happened  on  iiis  return  from  his  third  crufade,  in 
which  he  had  accompoiued  Richard  I.  in  1 189,  and  carried  with  him  five  hundred  of 
his  countrymen.  Ait^  undeigoing  vamius  calamities  incident  to  thefe  pious  warriors, 
on  his  return  to  his  native  country  he  was  nearly  perifbing  by  fhipwreck  in  fight  of  this 
place,  when  vowing  to  ered  a  temple  to  the  Virgin  he  was  inflanily  relieved,  and  fhewed 
his  gratitude  in  this  fuperb  pile*.  It  mufl  be  comefled  that  he  called  in  the  aid  of  other 
Well-difpofed  people ;  for  he  obtained  a  mandate  from  the  Pope,  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the 
Vatican  f,  recommending,  to  alTill  in  the  expence,  a  colledion  throughout  Chriftendom. 

The  time  that  part  of  the  body  of  the  church  was  deftroyed  is  not  certainly  known  ; 
.  if  was  probably  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  when  the  zealots  of  this  place  made 
exeurfione  hr  and  wide  to  deftroy  the  churches  of  other  cities. 

This  place  had  feveral  reli^ous  houfes ;  one  of  Mathurines,  founded  by  James  Lind* 
fity,  whofe  charter  was  confirmed  at  Perth,  in  1392,  by  Robert  III.  Another  of  Do- 
Humcans,  by  Andrew  AbercromWe,  a  burgefs  of  the  town.  A  third,  of  Francifcans, 
by  Devorgiila,  daughter^  to  Alan  Lord  of  Galloway ;  but  that  was  fupported  only  by 
alms.  Lady  Beatrix,  dowager  of  William  Earl  of  ErroJ,  gave  them  a  hundred  pounds 
ScotSj  on  conditt(»i  that  the  monies  prayed  (with  a  low  voice)  for  her  Ibul,  and  that  of 
her  hufband.  Itv  1480  they  confided  of  a  warden  and  fourteen  brethren.  The  fourth 
was  a  nunnery,  whofe  n^me  is  barely  mentioned  |. 

The  town-houfe  is  a  mod  elegant  ftru£lure,  begun  in  the  year  1730,  and  finiflied  in 
1734.  It  wascarried  on  under  the  dire&ions  of  the  father  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
we  owe  the  Adelphi.  It  contains  the  poft-office,  the  court-room,  with  vaulted  r^olT- 
toriee  for  the  ^cords,  the  guildhall,  and  the  counciUchamber. 

■  Bonhius,  Kb.  »iii,  175,  376. 

f  It  traa  Aurwn-to  DnAor  WitUam  Raitr,  in  1740,  by  the  Pope*!  libnriin. 

t  Keilb,a43.i7i.  174.  383. 

Here 
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Here  is  k  new  church,  built  in  a  flyle  that  does  credit  to  ?he  place,  anA  tvhich  fli&Wff 
an  enlargeraenr  of  mind  in  the  preftyterians,  who  now  begin  to  think  that  the  Lord 
may  be  praifed  in  beauty  of  holincfs. 

There  is  not  a  rdique  left  of.the  ancient  caflle;  but  its  fite  may  be  fooad  where  the  - 
Lion  inn  now  (bnds. 

Two  or  three  miles  eaft  of  Dundee,  on  the  river,  are  the  ruins  of  the  fort  called 
Brough-Tay  Crag ;  over  againft  which  is  Parton  Crags,  or  Eaft  Ferry,  from  whence 
is  the  road  to  St.  Andrew's.  This  place  was  taken  by  the  Englifh  fleet,  in  1547,  on 
the  invafion  of  Scotland  by  the  Duke  of  Somerfet.  The  Englifh  remained  in  polTeflion 
of  it  till  1 550,  when  it  was  furrendered  to  the  French  under  M.  Deffej  who  by  its  cap- 
ture freed  the  Scots  from  a  mod  troublefome  neighbour. 

This  place  derives  its  name  from  Dun,  a  hill,  and  Dee  or  Tay,  the  river,  on  which  it 
ftands }  for  Tay  feems  to  have  been  Corrupted  from  Dee,  a  common  Celtic  name  for 
feveral  rivers.  Boethius  fays  that  its  ancient  name.was  Aledum,  but  I  cannot  learn 
on  what  foundatbn.  The  Roman  fleet  entered  this  xduary,  and  might  have  had  a 
flation  in  fome  part ;  but  from  diligent  enquiry  I  cannot  learn  that  there  have  been 
either  camp  or  road,  or  coins,  or  any  other  traces  of  that  nation  difcovered  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  tirft  notice  I  find  of  it  in  hiftory  is  on  the  occaGon  before  mentioned,- when  the 
Earl  of  Huntingdon  founded  its  church,  and  changed,  as  Boethius  alTerts,  its  name 
from  Ale£tum  to  Dei  Donum.  It  was  a  confiderable  place  in  the  time  of  Edward  I., 
who  in  his  northern  progrefs,in  1391,  reduced  it  and  other  places  that  lay  in  his  way. 
About  the  year  1 3 1 1  it  was  in  poffeffion  of  his  fon,  who  placed  there  as  governor  Wil- 
liam de  Montfichet  •.  In  1413  it  entered  into  an  obligation  with  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
and  Aberdeen  to  raife  eleven  thoufand  pounds  towards  paying  the  ranfom  of  James  I., 
then  prifoner  in  England  f.  This  is  a  proof  of  its  wealth  at  that  time }  and  an  evidence 
of  its  commerce  in  1458  may  be  colleded  from  the  royal  privilege  granted  to  it  by 
James  IL,  of  the  following  tolls  towards  the  repair  of  the  harbour,  which  were  thus  im- 
pofed :  on  every  (hip  ten  Qiillings }  on  every  crayer,  bufs,  barge,  or  ballinger,  five  fiiil- 
lioj;8  }  on  every  fercoft,  twelve-pence ;  on  every  great  boat,  fix-pence  {. 

But  Dundee  received  a  dreadful  check  by  the  fiege  it  underwent  by  the  Englilh, 
under  General  Monk,  in  September  1651.  The  governor,  Major-general  Lumfden, 
was  fummoned  ;  but  returning  a  very  infuhing  anfwer,  Monk  determined  to  Ilorm  the 
place.  By  means  of  a  Scotch  boy  he  difcovered  the  lituation  of  the  garrifon,  that  it 
was  fecure,  and  generally  by  noon  in  a  fiate  of  intoxication.  He  made  a  feint,  as  if  he 
intended  to  raife  the  fiege;  but  returned  inflantly  with  his  forces  fupplied  with  fheaves 
of  wheat  cut  out  of  the  neighboining  fields ;  with  them  they-filled  the  ditch,  fucceeded 
in  their  attack,  and  put  about  fix  hundred  of  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  The  governor 
perilhed,  as  Sir  PhiUp  Warwick  fays  §,  by  the  hands  of  a  fanatic  oflicer,  after  quarter 
was  given,  to  the  great  concern  of  the  humane  Monk.  The  booty  was  imraeiue,  for 
befides  the  wealth  found  in  the  town,  there  were  fixty  fail  of  fliips  m  the  harbour  ||. 

I  muft  not  quit  Dundee  without  faying  thatDudhope,  the  feat  of  the  gallant  Vifcount 
Dundee,  lies  a  little  north  of  the  place.  It  had  been  the  ancient  refidence  of  the  Scrym> 
feours,  and  was  rebuilt  in  1 600  by  Sir  John  Scrymfeour,  a  family  ruined  in  the  civil  wars. 
It  fell  at  length  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  by  James  VII.  to  the  Vifcount,  then  only 

•■t  Ayloffe't  Ancient  Calendart,  lij-  3c6.  %  Andtifon'i  Dift.  of  Commtrce,  i.  277. 

I  Memoin,  361.  ||  Vide  Gumblc'i  Life  of  Gca.  Monk,  43.    Whitelock^jo?,  509- 
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Graham  of  CfaverhouTe ;  on  his  heroic  death  it  was  given  to  the  Marqub  of  Douglas, 
and  ftilt  remains  in  that  houfe. 

Aug.  ^o.  In  the  morning  continue  my  journey,  and  turn  from  Pundee  northward. 
The  country  grows  a  little  more  hilly ;  is  ftitl  niucb  cultivated ;  the  foil  is  good,  but  the' ' 
fields  of  wheat  grow  fcarcer.     Leave  on  the  left  Balumbi,  a  ruined  caltle  with  two 
round  towers.    On  the  right  is  Clay-pots,  one  of  the  feats  of  the  famous  Cardinal 
Beaton. 

Leave,  unknowingly,  to  the  wefl  a  curious  monumental  (lone,  fet  up  in  memory  of 
the  defeat  of  Camus,  a  Danifh  commander,  flain  on  the  fpot,  about  the  year  994. 
According  to  Mr.  Gordon  *,  tt  is  in  foim  of  a  crofs.  Oa  one  fide  is  a  nloft  rude 
figure  of  our  Saviour  crucified  ;  b^ieath,  a  llrange  Centaur-like  monller  with  fix  tegs. 
On  the  u|^r  part  of  the  other  fide  is  a  man,  his  head  furrounded  with  a  glory,  and  an 
angel  kneeling  to  him.  Beneath  are  two  forms  like  Egyptian  mummies ;  and  in  the 
third  compartment,  two  men  with  bonnets  on  their  heads  and  books  in  thdr  hands. 
The  battle  was  fought  near  the  village  of  Barray,  where  numbers  of  tumuli  mark  the 
place  of  daughter  ;  but  Camus  flying,  was  flain  here.  Commiflary  Maule  mentions  a 
camp,  at  Kaer-boddo,  fortified  with  rampart  and  fofs,  to  this  day  (lyled  Norway  dikes. 

Reach  Panmure,  a  large  and  excell«it  houfe,  furrounded  by  vafl  plantations.  It  was 
built  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  on  the  fite  of  the  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
Maules,  in  the  barony  of  Panmure,  conveyed  into  that  houfe  by  the  marriage  of  the 
heirefs  of  Ae  place,  daughter  of  Sir  William  de  Valoniis,  lord  chamberlain  of  Scot- 
land in  the  reign  of  Alexander  II.  This  barony  and  that  of  Banevin  had  been  granted 
to  his  father  Philip  de  Valoniis,  and  confirmed  to  himfelf  by  William  to  be  held  by  thtt 
fervice  providing  half  a  foldier  whenfoever  demanded  f. 

In  the  houfe  are  fome  excellent  portraits  of  diflinguilhed  perfonages  t  among  them- 
a  half'length  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoii,  chancellor  of  Scotland  during  the  civil  wars  of  the 
lafl  century,  efteemed  the  moft  eloquent  man  of  bis  time,  and  the*  moll  a^ive  leader  of 
the  covenanting  party.  We  may  learn  from  his  hiflory,  that  the  regard  pretended  by 
the  faflion  for  the  incerells  of  religion  was  mere  hypocrify.  The  proof  may  be  colle^ed 
from  theimprifonment  of  this  nobleman  in  the  Tower,  in  the  year  1639,  for  the  higheft 
aft  of  treafon  ;  for  joining  in  an  offer  to  put  his  country  under  the  prote^on  of  the 
French  king,  provided  he  would  affift  the  party  in  their  defigns  J  ^  for  offering  to  unite- 
with  powers  the  moft  arbitrary  in  Europe,  and  the  moft  cruel  and  inveterate  perfecutors 
of  their  Calviniftical  brethren  j  but  the  violence  of  party  would  have  induced  them  to 
have  heard  a  mafs  which  they  pretended  to  abhor,  provided  (hey  could  rejeft  the  inno- 
cent liturgy,  and  tyrannize  over  linking  monarchy.  After  the  quarrel  of  the  Scots 
with  the  Englifh  parliament,  he  united  in  the  endeavours  of  his  countrymen  to  reftorc 
Charles  II,,  yet  paffed  fentence,  as  chancellor,  on  the  gallant  Montrofe,  with  alt  the 
•fournefs  of  his  old  friends,  and  with  all  the  infolence  of  a  Jefferies,  On- the  defeat 
of  the  King  at  Worcefter,  his  new  attachments  obliged  him  to  avoid  the  rage  of  the- 
ruliug  powers :  he  fled  to  the  Highlands,  at  length  made  his  peace,  and  lived  in  obfcu- 
xity  till  his  death  in  1663. 

A  half-length  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Panmure,  in  his  robes.  He  was  lord  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  Charles  I.,  and  a  faithful  fervant  to  his  Majefly  in  all  fbrtunes.  After  the- 
King's  death  he  retired  into.  Scotland,  where,,  in  1 654,  he  was  fined,  by  an  ordinance- 
of  the  Protestor's  council,  in  the  fum  of  ten  ihoufand  pounds,  for  no  other  reafon  thaik 
that  his  fone  were  engaged  in  the  royal  caufc 
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James  Earl  of  Panmure,  in  a  long  wig,  and  armour,  difgraced  by  James  II.  fornon- 
compHance  with  that  Prince's  defigns  in  fevour  of  popery  ;  yet,  at  the  convention  of 
the  eftates  at  the  Revolution,  was  a  flreniious  advocate  in  defence  of  his  old  mafler. 
In  1715  carried  his  attachment  fo  far  as  to  join  the  infurgents  in  favour  of  the  fon ;  be- 
haved with  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Sheriff-moor,  and  forfeited  his  eflate  and  honours 
in  the  caufe.  His  nephew,  by  his  merit,  recovered  the  title,  being  created  on  that  fcore 
£arl  of  Panmure  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  and  fortune,  in  this  inflance  a  judicious 
goddefs,  fupplied  him  with  the  means  of  purchasing  the  large  family  eftate. 

A  fine  head  of  Prince  Rupert,  looking  over  one  Ihoulder. 

A  fine  portrait  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  fitting  :  his  hair  long  and  beautiful }  his 
drefs,  a  brown  fattin  mantle,  and  a  laced  cravat. 

Ahead  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  killed  by  Lord  Mohun. 

Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  with  his-ufual  favage  look. 

The  Due  d'Aumont,  the  French  ambalfador  in  the  rdgn  of  Queen  Anne,  who  came 
over  on  the  occaflon  of  the  peace.  He  is  faid  to  have  paid  this  fine  compliment  to  the 
troops  that  had  helped  to  reducf  the  dangerous  power  of  his  mailer,  by  obferving  em- 
phatically,  at  a  review  near  London,  <*  that  be  was  very  glad  to  fee  them  in  that 
place "."      ' 

Mr.  ColeQiill  of  Chigwell,  Yorkfhlre,  a  balf'Iength,  in  a  bkck  cap,  ■  furred  gown, 
with  a  gold  chain. 

His  djiughter,  grotefquely  dreffed  in  black ;  her  arms  perfeflly  berijfeh  with  points. 
She  was  the  lady  of  Sir  £dward  Stanhope,  prefident  of  the  north,  whofe  pi^ure  in  fmall 
is  by  her. 

Augufl  3 1 .  Proceed  eaflward  through  an  open  country,  and  in  two  hours  reach 
Aberbroihic,  or  Arbroath,  feated  on  the  difcharge  of  the  little  river  Brothic  in'o  the* 
fea,  as  the  name  imports  ;  aber  in  the  Britifh  implying  fuch  a  fituation.  It  is  a  fmail 
but  flouriffiing  place,  well  built,  and  flill  encreafmg :  the  town  has  been  in  an  improv- 
ing ftate  for  the  thirty  lad  years,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  greacly  augmented. 
This  is  o;wing  to  the  introdudion  of  manufactures  ;  the  number  at  rhis  time  is  faid  ta 
be  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred :  thefe  principally  confid  of  weavers  of  coarfe- 
brown  linens,  and  fome  fa^-cloth  \  others  are  employed  in  making  white'  and  coloured- 
threads  ;  the  remainder  are  either  engaged  iti  the  fbipping  of  the  place,  or  in  the  necef- 
lary  and  common  mechanic  trades. 

The  brown  linens,  or  Ofnaburghs,  were  manufaSured  here  be&re  any  encourage* 
inent  was  given  by  government,  or  the  linen  company  ere^ed  at  Edinburgh.  The' 
merchant  who  firtt  introduced  the  nianufa&ure  is  Aill  alive,  and  has  tlie  happioefs  of 
feeing  it  overfpread  the  country.  It  appears  from  riie  books  of  the  (tamp-ofSce  in  this- 
,  town,  that  feven  or  eight  hundred  thodand  yards  are  annually  made  in  the  place,  and' 
a  fmall  diilri^  round.  Befide  this  export,  and  that  of  thread,  much  barley,  and  Ibme 
wheat  is  fent  abroad  \  but  fo  populous  is  the  counti^,.  that  more  than  aa  equivalent  of 
meal  is  imported. 

I'he  foreign  imports  are  flax,  flax-feed,,  and  timber^  £nom  the  Baltic^  The  coalt-  ^ 
ing  tradeconfilts  of  coals  from  Borrowflonels,  and  lime  frQm  Lord  Elgin's  kilns  in  Fife. 
The  firft  forms  a  confiderable  article  of  commerce,,  this  being  the  lait  port  to  the  north 
iQta  which  that  commodity  may  be  bKought,.free  fro^n  the  heavy  duty  commencing  after 
it  has  palled  the  promontory,  the  Red  Head..  rhe:Coa(l  frum  the  Buttoni'l's,  or  nor- 
thern cape  of  the  Firth  of  Tay,  is  entirely  deditute  of  a  port,  as  far  as  the  harbour 
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oi  .MoiiH^ofe.  la  fa£t  this  eaflem  fide  of  the  tungdom  Is  as  unfavourable  to  the  feaman 
;i.s  it  Is  to  the  p'anter,  Whofoever  will  give  themfelves  the  troubte  of  carting  their  eye 
nil  ilie  map,  will  perceive  that  from  the  Humber's  mouth  to  John-a-Groat's  houfe,  there 
is  an  uncommon  fcarcity  of  retreats  for  the  diftreffed  navigator  :  they  occur  feldom,  and 
have  often  near  their  entrances  ,the  oblbiiftions  of  land  to  render  the  accefs  difHcuh. 
On  the  weftera  fide  of  the  kingdom  nature  liath  dealt  out  the  hiu*bours  with  a  perfeft 
profufion ;  not  a  headland  can  be  doubled,  but  what  offers  a  fafe  anchorage  to  the  dif> 
treffed  veffel. 

Aberbrothic  would  have  wanted  a  harbour,  had  not  the  aid^  of  art  been  called  in ; 
for  in  default  "of  a  natural,  a  tolendile  artificial  one  of  piers  has  been  formed,  where  at 
fpring  tides,  which  rife  here  fifteen  feet,  Ihips  of  two  hundred  tons  can  come,  and  of 
eighty  at  neap-tides ;  but  they  mud  lie  dry  at  low  water.  This  port  is  of  great  anti- 
quity :  there  is  an  agreement  yet  extant  between  the  abbot  and  the  burghers  of  Aber- 
brothic, in  the  year  1 1 94,  concerning  the  making  of  the  harbour.  Both  parties  were 
bound  to  contribute  their  proportions  ;  but  the  largeft  fell'  to  the  fhare  of  the  farmer, 
for  which  he  was  to  receive  an  annual  tax,  payable  out  of  every  rood  of  land  lying 
within  the  borough.  This  is  a  royal  borough,  and,  with  Montrofe,  Brechin,  Inverbervie, 
and  Aberdeen,  retums.one  member  to  parliament. 

The  glory  of  this  pbce  was  the  abbey,  whofe  very  ruins  give  fome  idea  of  its  former 
mafi^nificence  :  It  lies  on  a  rifing  above  the  town,  and  prefects  an  extenfive  and  vene- 
rable front  i  is  moA  delicioufly  fuuated,  commands  a  view  of  the  fea  to  the  eafl;,  of  a 
fertile  country  to  the  weft,  bounded  by  the  Grampian  hilis ;  and  to  the  fouth,  of  the 
openings  into  the  firths  of  Tay  and  Forth. 

The  abbey  was  once  inclofed  with  a  ftrong  and  lofty  wall,  vhich  furrounded  a  very 
confiderable  traft :  on  the  fouth-weft  comer  is  a  tower,  at  prefent  the  fleeple  of  the 
parich-church ;  at  the  fouth-eaft  comer  was  another  tower,  with  a  gate  beneath,  called 
the  Dam-gate,  which,  from  the  word  dam,  or  private,  appears  te  have  been  the  retired 
way  to  the  abbey.  The  magiuficent  church  ftands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fquare,  and 
iras  built  in  form  of  a  crofs :  on  the  fide  are  three  rowsof  falfe  arches,  one  above  the 
Other,  wfiich  fiave  a  fine  effed,  and  above  them  are  very  high  windows,  with  a  circular 
one  above.  In  Apri]  laft  a  part  adjoining  to  the  weft  end  fell  fuddenty  down,  and  de- 
Aroyed  much  of  the  beauty  of  the  place.  The  length  of  the  whole' church  is  about 
two  hundred  and  feventy-five  feet,  the  breadth  of  the  body  and  fide^aifles,  from  wall  to 
wall,  fixty-feven :  the  length  of  the  tranfept  an  hundred  and  fixty-five  feet ;  the  breadth 
tweniy-feven. 

It  feems  as  if  there  had  been  three  towers  j  one  in  the  centre,  and  two  others  on  each 
Mt  of  the  weft  end,  part  of  which  ftill  remains.  On  the  fouth  fide,  adjoining  the 
church,  are  the  ruios  of  the  chapter-houfe ;  the  lower  part  is  vaulted,  is  a  fpacious 
room,  well  lighted  with  Gothic  windows.    Above  is  another  good  apartmmt. 

The  great  gate  to  the  abbey  fronts  the  north  :  above  the  arch  had  bew  a  large  gal< 
'  lery,  with  a  window  at  each  end.  At  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  monaftery  ftand  the 
Viuls  of  the  regaUty  prifon,  of  great  ftr«igtti  and  thicknefs  :  within  are  two  vaults,  and 
over  them  fome  light  apartments,  llie  prifon  did  belong  to  the  convent,  which  re- 
figned  this  part  of  its  jurifdi£tioQ  to  a  layman,  whom  the  religious  eleded  to  judge  in 
criminal  affairs.  The  fam%  of  Airly  had  this  office  before  the  Reformation,  and  con- 
tinued poffelTed  of  it  till  the  yeu:  1747,  when  it  was  fold  and  vefted  in  the  crown  with 
the  other  beretable  jurifdi^ons. 

In  the  year  J  445,  the  eleffion  of  this  officer  proved  fatal  to  the  chieftains  of  two 
noble  fanulies.    The  convent  had  that  year  chofea  Alexander  Lindefay,  eldeft  Ton  of 
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the  Earl  of  Crawford,  to  be  the  judge  or  bwley  of  their  regality ;  but  he  proved  fo 
expenfive  by  his  number  of  followers,  and  high  way  of  living,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  remove  him,  and  approint  in  his  place  Alexander,  nephew  to  John  Ogilvie  of  Airly, 
who  had  an  hereditary  claim  to  the  place ;  this  occafioned  a  cruel  feud  between  the 
families ;  each  alTembted  their  vaffals,  and  terminated  the  difpute  near  the  town.  The 
Lindfays  were  victorious,  but  both  the  principals  fell  in  the  battle,  with  about  five- 
hundred  of  their  followers. 

Very  few  tjther  buildings  remain.  In  the  area  within  the  great  gate  is  to  be  feen 
part  of  the  abbot's  lodgings,  built  on  ftrong  vaults,  three  (lories  high,  confifting  of 
lome  large  and  handfome  rooms. 

This  abbey  was  founded  by  William  the  Lion  in  1178,  and  dedicated  to  our  cele- 
brated  primate  Thomas  a  Kecket.  The  founder  was  buried  here,  but  there  are  no 
remains  of  his  tomb,  of  of  any  other,  excepting  that  of  a  monk  of  the  name  of  Alex- 
ander Nicol.  The  monks  were  of  the  Tyronenfian  order,  and  were  firft  brought  from 
Kelfo,  whofe  abbot  declared  thofe  <^  this  place  on  the  firft  inftitution  to  be  ^e  from 
his  jiuiTdifHon.  I'he  laft  abbot  was  the  famous  Cardinal  Beaton,  at  the  fame  time  arch- 
biihop  of  St.  Andrew's,  and,  before  his  death,  as  great  and  abfolute  here  as  Wolfey 
was  in  England.  On  the  Reformation,  John  Hamilton  was  commendatory  abbot.  In 
1608  it  was  erefted  into  a  barony,  in  favour  of  his  fon  James,  then  was  conveyed  to 
the  Earl  of  Dyfart,  and  finally  bought  by  Patrick  Maule  of  Panmure,  with  the  patron-' 
*ge  of  thirty-four  pounds. 

The  revenues  were  very  great :  in  the  year  >  562,  they  were  reckoned  two  thouland 
five  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  Scots,  befides  the  vaft  contributions  of  com  from 
the  tenants,  who  paid  their  rents  in  kind.  The  ordinance  for  the  yearly  provifion  of 
the  hoofe  in  1530,  will  ferve  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  great  charity  and  hofpitality  of 
cf  the  place.    There  was  an  order  for  buying, 

800  weathers,  82  chaldei-s  of  malt, 

180  oxen,  30  of  wheat, 

1 1  bvrds  of  lalmon,  40  of  meal, 

1200  dried  cod'fifh.  ' ' 

All  which  appears  additional  to  the  produce  of  their  lands,  or  what  their  tenants 
brought  in.  This  profufion  of  ftores  would  feem  very  extraordinary,  when  the  num- 
ber of  mwjks  did  not  exceed  twenty  five :  but  the  ordinance  acquaints  us,  that  the 
appointments  of  that  year  exceeded  thofe  of  1 528,  notwithdanding  in  the  lail  the  king 
h»i  been  there  twice,  and  che  archbifiiop  thrice.  In  the  chartulary  of  the  houfe,  thefe 
vifits  are  complained  of  as  an  intolerable  burden,  and  with  reafon,  for  befides  loading  the 
abbey  with  vaft  expence,  it  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  exerting  their  ufual  hofpi- 
ality  towards  the  poor. 

Gng  John,  the  Engiifh  mcmarch,  granted  this  monaftery  moft  uncommon  privileges  ; 
for,  by  charter  under  his  great  feal,  he  exempted  it  a  teloniis  et  confuetud'me  in  every 
part  of  England,  except  London. 

In  this  monaftery  Robert  Bruce  convened  the  nobility  of  this  kingdom,  who  here 
framed  the  fpirited  letter  and  remonftrance  to  Pope  John,  dated  April  6,  13201  in 
which  they  trace  the  origin  of  the  Scots  from  the  greater  Scythia,  through  the  Tyrrhc- 
nJao  fea,  and  the  pillars  of  Hercules  into  Spain ;  they  inform  him  that  they  expelled 
the  ancient  Britons, ^deftroyed  the  Ptfts,  and  maintained  this  kingdom  free,  through  a 
a  race  of  113  kings  of  uninterrupted  lineal  defcent.  They  ftrongly  aflcrt  their  inde- 
pendency of  the  Eiiglifh,  and  difclaim  the  right  that  Edward  II.  pretended  to  the 
kingdom.    They  entreat  his  HoUnefs  to  admoniOi  Edward  to  defilt  from  his  hoftilicies ; 
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and  heroically  acquaint  the  Pope,  that  even  fltould  Bruce  defert  their  caufe,  they  would 
.choofe  another  leader,  (fo  little  notion  had  they  even  then  of  hereditary  right,)  ^d 
never  fubmit  even  to  extremity  to  the  unjuft  pretenGons  of  tne  EngUfti  monarch, 
*'  Cui  (Roberto)  tanquam  illi  per  quern  falus  in  popub  lafU  elt,  pro  uollra  libertate 
tuenda  tarn  jure  quam  mentis  tenemur  et  volumus  in  omnibus  adha:r<'re  -,  quern  fi  ab 
Inceptis  defilieret  Regi  Angloram  aut  Anglicjs  nos  aul  regnuin  nollnim  volens  fub- 
jicere,  tanquain  inimicum  nonrum,  et  fui  noflrifque  juris  fubverforem,  (latim  expcUere 
niteremur,  et  aUum  regem  noHrum,  qui  ad  def^nfionem  noflrd'n  fufficeret,  fiicerehius. 
-Quia  quatndiu  centum  vivi  remanferint,  nunquam  Anglorum  domino  aliqiiatenus  vo< 
lumus  fubjugari }  non  enim  propter  glariam,  divitias  aut  honores  pugnanius,  fed 
propter  libertatem  foluoimodo,  qui  nemo  bonus  nili  fimut  cum  vita  amitiit." 

There  is  no  immediate  anfwer  from  the  Pope  extant ;  but  there  is  reafcin  to  fuppofe 
thai  this  very  important  remonftrance  had  great  wei  .ht ;  for  jn  Augull  of  the  fame 
year,  he  fent  a  bull "  to  Edward,  to  exhort  him  to  make  peace  with  the  Scots,  in  order 
that  the  operations  againd  the  Infidels  in  the  Holy-land  might  be  purfued  without  in- 
terruption. There  is  alfo  a  letter  from  his  Holinefsf  to  the  fame  prince,  to  acquaint 
him,  that  at  the  eamefl:  requelt  of  Robert,  he  had  fufpendtd  the  fentence  of  excom> 
munication,  perhaps  through  fear  of  lofing  the  whole  Scottifh  nation  by  too  rigorous 
a  procedure. 

After  dinner  continue  my  journey  towards  Montrofe.  I  am  informed  that  near  the 
road  llands  the  church  of  St.  Vigian,  a  Gothic  building,  fupported  by  pillars,  with' 
iiles  on  each  fide,  and  flaniling  on  a  pretty  green  mount,  in  the  midH  of  a  valley.  The 
church  returns  a  fine  echo,  repeating  diftindly  an  hesaiiieter  verfe. 

Pafs  through  an  open  country,  and  obferve,  that  the  plantations  are  vaftly  mofled, 
t)eing  expofed  to  the  cankering  blaHs  of  the  eallern  winds,  which  bring  with  them  fre- 
quent rains,  and  great  volumes  of  black  fog.  Ride  by  extenfive  fields  of  peas  and  po- 
tatoes;  the  lad  a  novelty  till  within  the  laft  twenty  years. 

The  open  country  continues  as  far  as  Lunan,  where  the  inclofures  commence.  To  the 
right  is  the  promontory  called  the  i<ed-head,  forming  one  horn  of  Lunan  bay,  open  to 
the  eaft  wind.  The  Ihore  in  this  part  is  high,  bold,  and  rocky,  and  often  excavated 
with  vafl  hollows,  extremely  worthy  the  attention  of  the  traveller;  no  place  exhibits 
a  greater  variety }  fome  open  to  -the  fea,  with  a  narrow  mouth  ;  and,  internally,  in* 
Aantly  rife  into  lofty  and  fpacious  vaults,  and  fo  exienflvely  m«andring,  that  no  one  has, 
as  yet,  had  the  hardinefs  to  explore  the  end. 

Others  of  thefe  caves  ihew  a  magnificent  entrance,  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  vafl 
column,  forming  two  arches  of  a  height  and  grandeur  that  (hames  the  work  of  art  in  the 
noblefl  of  the  Gothic  cathedrals.  1  he  voyager  may  amufe  Wmfelf  by  entering  in  a  boat 
onone  li:e  of  the  pillar,  furrounding  it,  and  returning  to  (he  fea -on  theother.  But- 
the  moft  aftonilhing  of  all  is  the  cavern,  called  the  Geylit  Pot,  that  almoft  realifes  in  ro- 
inantic  form  a  fable  in  the  Perfian  Tales.  The  traveller  may  make  a  confidwable  fub- 
terraneous  voyage,  with  a  pifturefque  fcenery  of  lofty  rock  above,  and  on  every  fide  ; 
he  may  be  rowed  in  this  folemn  Icene  till  he  finds  himfelf  fuddenly  reftored  to  the  fight 
of  the  heavens;  he  finds  himfelf  in  a. circular  chafm,  open  to  the  day,  with  a  narrow 
bottom,  and  extenfive  top,  widening  at  the  margin  to  two  hundred  feet  in  diameter  ;  on 
gaining  the  fummit  a  moft  .unexpefted  profpeil  appears;  he  rinds  himfelf  at  a  diftance 
trom  the  fea,  amidft  corn-fields,  enjoys  a  fine  view  of  the  country,  and  a  gentle- 
jnan's  feat  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  place  out  of  which  he  emerged.    Such 

•  Rymcr's  Focdera,  ii   8415.  -f  Idem,  8^a. 
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may  be  the  amufement  of  the  curious  in  the  calms  of  the  fammer-leafon ;  but 
when  the  ftorm  is  direfted  from  the  eaft,  the  view  from  the  edge  of  this  hollow  is  tre^ 
tnendous  ;  for  from  the  height  of  ahove  three  huadred  feet,  they  may  look  down  on  the 
furious  waves,  whitened  with  foam,  and  fwelling  in  their  long  confinement. 

The  cliiFs  of  this  ftiore  are  not  without  their  fingularities :  peninfuiated  rocks,  of  ftu- 
pendous  height,  jut  frequently  from  thdr  front,  precipitous  on  all  fides,  and  waflied  by 
a  great  depth  of  water :  the  isthmus  that  joins  them  to  the  land  is  extremely  narrow, 
impaffable  for  any  more  than  two'or  three  perfons  a-breail ;  but  the  tops  of  the  rocks 
fpread  into  verdant  areas,  containing  vefliges  of  rude  fortifications,  in  ancient  and  bar- 
barous  times  the  retreat  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  from  the  too  powerful  invader. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  Lnnan  water  is  Red-cadle,  once  a  refidence  of  William  the 
Lion.  After  crofling  that  water,  the  country  becomes  inclofcd,  and  divided  into  fields 
of  about  eight  or  ten  Scotch  acres  in  fize,  fenced  with  walls  or  banks,  planted  with' 
French  furze^  or  with  white-thorn.  A  great  fpirit  of  husbandry  appears  in  thefe  parts^ 
efpecially  in  the  parilh  of  Craig,  which  I  now  enter.  The  improvements  were  origi- 
nally  begun  by  two  brothers,  Meffrs.  Scotts,  of  Roflie  and  Duninald,  who  about  forty 
years  ago  made  their  experiment  on  an  eftate  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  a  year  value  ;. 
and  at  prefent  they  or  their  heirs  find  the  reward  of  induftry  by  receiving  from  it  three 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  The  principal  manure  is  lime,  but  every  fpecies  of  good' 
husbandry  is  pra^ifed  here,  and  the  produce  is  correfpondent ;  all  kinds  of  graia> 
yield  fix  from  one ;  the  grafs-land  is  fet  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  (hillings  an  acre..' 
The  improvements  made  of  a  farm  on  five  hundred  a  year,  heldbyMr  Patrick  Scott^. 
mufl  not  be  forgotten,  as  he  has  the  merit  of  making  land  not  worth  five  fliilUngs  per 
acre,  at  prefent  worth  twenty.  There  need  no  ftronger  proof  of  the  improvemeats  iai 
husbandry,  and  the  fertility  of  the  land  in  this  neighbourhood,  than  to  mention  the  an^ 
nual  exports  of  bear,  meal,  and  malt,  from  the  port  of  Montrofe,  which  in  favtmr^e. 
feafons  amount  to  tweiity  thoufand  bolls. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  this  parifh  (which  is  a  promontory  between  Luniui  bay  and' 
the  South  'Elk)  is  a  great  body  of  bluiOi  limeHone,  I  may  fay,  at  prefent  tantalizing  ihe^ 
hoheft  farmer,  who  by  reafon  of  the  deamels  of  coal  is  forbidden  the  ufe  of  it ;  a  btal- 
duty  of  three  ihillings  and  three-pence  a  ton  on  all  coal,  commencing  at  the  Red-heat^'  ■ 
to  the  infinite  prejudice  and  difcouragement  of  rural  economy  in  thefe  parts.  11le> 
thoughtlefs  impofition  of  a  tax,  before  the-  ufe  of  linie  was  fcarcety  known  in  thefe 
parts,  is  now  feverely  felt,  and  obliges  the  farmers  to  aegleft  the  cheap  manure  Provi-  - 
dence  intended  for  them ;  and  at  great  expence  to  import  their  lime  from  the  Earl' 
of  Elgin's  works  on  the  Firth  of  Forth,  which  cofts  them  about  fcventeen  pence  per 
boll.  Nature  hath  denied  them  coal,  peat,  and  wood  ;  fo  that  at  prefent  they  cannot 
bum  thrir  lime  with  the  imported  fuel  at  lefs  than  twenty-pence  the  boll. 

Reach  the  village  of  Ferryden,  oppofite  to  Montrofe,  and,  crofling  over  the  (trait  or 
entrance  to  the  harbour,  arrive  there  late  at  night. 

Montrofe,  or  more  properly  Mon-rofs,  derives  its  name  dther  from  Moin  rofs,  the 
fainy  promontory  •,  or'from  Mant  er  ofc,  the  mouth  of  the  ftream  t»  is  featad  partly 
on  an  iftmus,  partly  on  a  peninfula,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  German  ocean,  on  the 
other  by  a  large  bay,  called  the  bafon  or  back  fands.  This  peninfula  is  evidently  a 
large  beach,  formed  in  old  times  by  the  fea,  as  appears  by  digging  to  any  depth  |. 

•  Irrine**  Momtncl.  Scot.  158.  t  Baxter,  Gloff.  Ant.  BHt.  170. 
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The  end  of  this  forms  one  fide  of  the  entrance  ,to  this  harbour ;  a  rocky  point,  called 
by  Adair,  Scurdinefs,  at  this  time  Montrpfe^nefs,  liefe  on  the  fduth-fide,  and  certain 
fands,  called  the  Annot,  on  the  northern.  On  the  lirfl  is  a  fquare  tower,  a  fort  of 
light-houfe,  to  direct  the  courfe  of  veffel*  in  dark  nights.  The  Annot  fands,  after 
violent  ftortns  from  the  eafl,  approach  nearer  to  the  Nefs,  but  are  again  removed  to 
their  old  limits  by  the  floods  of  the  Elk,  a  circumftance  to  be  attended  to  by  mariners. 
The  tide  rufhes  up  this  entrance  with  a  great  head  and  vaft  fpry,  but  the  depth  of 
vater  is  conliderabie,  being  fix  iathoms  m  the  middle,  about  three  days  before  fpring. 
tide.  The  breadth  is  fcarcely  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  but  the  hafon  inftanily  expands  into 
a  beautiful  circle  of  confiderable  diameter  ;  but  unfortunately  moft  of  It  is  dry  at  iovr 
water,  except  where  the  Southefk  forms  its  channel,  in  which  velfels  of  lixty  tuns  will 
float  even  at  the  lowed  ebb.  Inch-broik  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  entrance,  and 
oppofite  to  that  is  the  pier,  which  fliips  of  any  fize  may  reach,  that  can  bear  the  ground 
at  low  water. 

Montrofe  is  built  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bafon,  an4  confifts  chiefly  of  one  large  ftreet, 
of  a  confiderable  breadth,  terminated  at  one  end  by  the  town-houfe  or  Toll-booth  ;  a 
handfome  pile,  with  elegant  and  convenientapartmentsfor  the  alfemblies  of  the  maglflrates. 
The  houfesare  offlone,  and,  likethofe  in  Flanders,  often  with  their  gable  ends  towards 
the  (treets.  The  houfe  in  which  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe  was  bom  is  Aill  to  be  feen.  The 
town  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  which  fifteen  hundred  are  Epifcopaliaas, 
the  reft  are  of  the  eftabliftied  church,  with  theufual  fchifms'of  Seceders,Glaffites,  Non- 
jurors, &c.  Numbers  of  genteel  families,  independent  of  any  trade,  refide  here  as  a  place  of 
agreeable  retreat,  and  numbers  keep  their  carriages  ^  thefe  are  principally  of  the  church 
ol  England.  Their  chapel,  which  was  founded  in  1722,  is  very  neat,  has  a  painted 
altar-piece,  and  a  fmall  organ.  U  is  occafionaHy  frequeiited  by  the  Prefbyterians,  who 
fhew  here  a  moft  laudable  moderation.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  fouth  and  fouth>weft,  that 
religious  bigotry  reigns,  and  that  ufuatly  among  the  common  people.  Our  bifhops,  who 
have  vifited  Scotland,  have  never  failed  meeting  with  a  treatment  the  moft  polite  and 
refpedful,  but  the  introdu^n  of  the  order  is  impracticable  in  a  country  where  the 
natural  as  well  as  religious  obje£Uons.  are  fo  ftrong ;  for  the  finances  of  North  Britain 
can  never  bear  the  pomp  of  religion,  even  fliould  the  people  be  induced  to  admit  the 
ceremonial  part. 

In  the  times  of  popery  the  Dominicans  had  a  convent  here,  founded  by  Sir  Allan 
Durward,  in  the  year  1230.  The  friers  were  afterwards  tranfported  to  an  hofpital 
near  this  city,  rebuHt  by  Patrick  Panter,  but  in  1534  were  permitted  to  return  to  their 
otd  feat  *.  Maitland  fays,  that  their  houfe  was  called  the  abbey  of  Celurca ;  I  fup- 
pofe  from  the  ancient  name  of  the  town  which  Boethius  bellows  on  it. 

The  town  has  increafed  one-third  fince  the  year  1745 ;  at  that  time  there  was  not  a 
fihgle  manufaSure,  the  inhabitants  lived  either  by  one  anothet",  or  by  the  hiring  out 
of  mips,  or  by  the  falmon  trade.     At  prefcnt  the  manu&dures  have  rifen  to  a  great 

'{utch:  ^r  example,  that  of  fail-cloth,  or  fail  duck,  as  it  is  here  called  is  very  con- 
fiderable; in  ene  houfe  eighty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix  pieces  have 
been  made  fince  1 755.  Each  piece  is  thirty-eight  yards  long,  and  numbered  from  VIII. 
to  I.  No.  VIII.  weighs _twenty.four  pounds,  and  every  piectf,  down  to  No.  I.,  gains 
three  pounds  in  the  |Mece.  The.  thread  for  this  cloth  is  fpun  here,  not  by  the  common 
wheel  but  by  the  hands.  Women'  are  employed,  who  have  the  flax  placed  round  their 
waifts,  twift  a  thread  with  each  hand  as  they  recede  from  a  wheel,  turned  by  a  boy  at. 

'  lim  «iul  of  a  great  room. 
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Coarfe  cloth  for  fliirts  for  the  foldiers  is  alfo  mjde  here  ;  befides  this,  coarfe  Unens, 
which  are  font  to  I,ond<>n  or  Manchefter  to  bq  printed  ;  and  cottons,-  for  the  fame  pur-, 
pore,  are  printed  at  Perth.  Great  quantities  of  fine  linen,  lawns  and  cambricks  are 
tnanufaftured  in  ;his  town,  the  laft  from  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence  to  five  (hillings  a 
yard.  Diapers  and  Ofnaburghs  make  up  the  fum  of  the  weaver's  employ ;  which  are 
exported  to  London,  and  from  thence  to  the  Weft-Indies.  ^ 

Much  thread  is  fpun  here,  from  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence  to  five  (hillings  a  pound. 
It  is  fpun  both  in  town  and  country,  and  brought  here  by  the  rural  fpinflers  to  be 
cleaned  and  made  into  parcels  ;  and  much  of  it  is  coloured  here. 

The  bleachery  is  very  confiderable,  and  is  the  property  of  the  town  :  it  is  not  only 
ufed  by  the  manufefturers,  but  by  private  families,  for  the  drying  of  their  linen;  all 
paying  a  certain  fee  to  the  perfon  who  rents  it  from  the  inagidrates.  The  men  pride 
themfelves  on  the  beauty  of  their  linen,  both  wearing  and  houfehold  j  and  with  great 
reafon,  as  it  is  the  e(Fed  of  the  (kill  and  induftry  of  their  fpoufes,  who  fully  emulate  the 
charaSer  of  the  good  wife,  fo  admirably  defcribed  hy  the  wifeft  of  men. 

The  falmon  filhery  of  thefe  parts  is  very  confiderable  -,  from  fix  hundred  to  a  thou- 
fand  barrels  are  annually  exported,  valued  at  three  pounds  each  ;  and  about  fifteen  huo* 
dred  pounds  worth  of  kitted  o;  pickled  fiOi.  Much  of  the  fre(h  filh  is  fold  into  the  coun- 
try, from  three  halfpence  to  two-pence-halfpenny  a  pound.  The  filhermen  begin  to 
take  falmons  about  the  fecond  of  February,  and  leave  off  at  Michaelmas.  -  Its  import- 
ance has  been  confidered  in  very  early  times,  and  the  legiflature  confulted  its  preferva- 
tion  by  moft  fevere  penalties  •. 

Quantities  of  whiie-fi(h,  fuch  as  the  cod  kind,  turbots,  &c.  might  be  taken  on  the" 

f;reat  (and  banks  off  this  coaft.  I'he  long  Fortys  extend  parallel  to  it ;  and  beyond  th,at 
ie  Montrofe  pits  f,  a  great  bank  with  fix  pits  in  it  of  uncommon  depths,  and  fingular 
in  their  filuation.  They  are  from  forty  to  a  hundred  fathom  deep,  reckoning  from  the 
furhce  of  the  water,  and  poffibly  may  be  fubmarine  fwallows.  Thefe  banks  fvrarni 
with  fi(h,  but  are  (hamefiilly  neglefted,  or  left  perhaps  to  foreigners.  In  the  laft  cen- 
tury about  five  hundred  barks  and  boats,  which  during  winter  were  employed  ia  the 
herring  fi(hery  on  thefe  coafb,  during  fpring  and  part  of  fummer  turn  theu:  thoughts  to 
the  capture  of  cod  and  ling  J,  and  after  curing,  carried  their  cargoes  to  Holland,  Ham- 
but^h,.into  the  Baltic,  to  England  and  to  France.  By  fome  mifchance  this  fifhery  was 
loft  ;  and  the  cargoes  to  Hollanders  and  Haraburghers  fairly  beat  the  natives  out  of 
their  trade.  In  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  England  was  fupplied  with  fait  filh  from  this 
market :  the  Habberdyn  (Aberdeen)  filh  was  an  article  in  every  great  larder  §. 

Incredible  numbers  of  lobfters  are  taken  on  this  coaft>  from  thevilt^  of  Ufan. 
Sixty  or  feventy  ihoufand  are  fent  annually  to  London,  and  fold  at  the  rate  ^  twopence 
halfpenny  a-piece,  provided  (hey  are  five  inches  round  in  the  body  ;  and  if  tefs,  two  are 
allowed  for  one  The  attention  of  the  natives  to  this  fpecies  of  filhery  is  one  reafon  of 
the  negleS  of  that  of  white  filh,  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  whole  country,  which  by  this 
inattention  is  deprived  of  a  cheap  and  comfortable  diet.  Agates  of  very  beautiful  kinds 
are  'gathered  in  quantities  beneath  the  cliffs,  and  f^t  to  the  lapidaries  in  London. 

I  cannot  difcover  any  veftiges  of  antiquity  about  this  place,  except  a  large  mount 
called  the  Forthill,  00  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town.  No  marks  are  left  of  its  eVer, having 
been  fortified ;  but  the  materials  might  have  been  applied  to  other  purpofes ;  and 
there  is  a  tradition  that  it  was  in  full  repair  wheii  £dward  IIL  was  in  Scotland. 

•  Vide  Tour,  T-69.  t  Haminond'«  Chart  of  the  North  Se». 

(  Accoitipl  currem  txtwccn  England  Md  Scotland,  p.  16,  •        ^  Northumberland  HoulHold  Book. 
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Boethius  *  relates,  that  it  was  a  fortified  place  at  the  landing  of  the  Panes,  a  little  before 
the  battle  of  Lonczrty :  that  thofe  barb^&s  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  levelled 
the  walls,  and  deftroyed  the  caflle.  This  the  only  remarkable  event  which  1  can  dif> 
cover  to  have  happened  to  the  town.  In  this  century  it  was  dtftinguiihed  by  the  Bight 
of  the  Pretender,  who,  on  the  4th  ofFebmary,  1716,  efcaped  on  board  of  a  frigate 
which  lay  in  the  road,  and  conveyed  him  fafe  to  France. 

September  i .  This  day  we  were  honoured  with  the  freedom  of  the  town ;  and 
handibmely  entertained  by  the  magiflrates.  I  obferved  that  the  feal  of  the  diploma 
was  imprefled  with  rofes  allufive  to  its  prefent  name,  which  feems  a  poetical  fiction : 

,  Aureolis  uibi  piAa  rolig :  mum  mi>lliler  urbi 

IminmeE,  hinc  urbi  nomiaa  fafla  ctntint. 
At  vetCTM  perhibent  quondam  disifTe  Celurcam, 

Nomine  lie  pnfcQ  tt  Dobillitaii  novo  eft. 
£t  prifca  atque  nova  infigaii  vircutr,  Tirumque 

Ingeniis,  Patn'z  qui  pepcrete  dccui  f. 

Leave  Montrofe,  and  after  five  miles  riding,  crofs  the  North-Elk,  at  North  Bridge. 
This  river  and  that  of  South-Efk  rife'  in  the  extreme  northern  borders  of  the  county, 
among  the  Benchichin  hills  :  this,  Sowing  along  Glenefk,  retains  the  fame  name  from 
the  fource  to  the  fea  ;  the  other  is  called  the  WMte  Water  for  a  confiderable  way  from 
its  fountiun.  Near  this  bridge  is  Egglb  Madie,  Ecclefia  Magdalense,  the  feat  of  the 
Falconers,  barons  of  Halkerton,  whofe  family  took  its  name  from  the  ofSce  of  an  ancef- 
tor,  falconer  to  William  the  Lion.  After  palEng  the  river,  enter  the  county  of  Mems  ; 
or,  the  Ihire  of  Kincardine. 

Some  derive  the  iirft  from  Mems,  a  valiant  nobleman,  who,  fubduing  the  country, 
received  it  in  reward  from  his  prince  Kenneth  11.  Camden  with  mQCh  probability 
fuppofes  it  to  retain  part  of  the  name  of  the  old  uihabitants,  the  Vernicones  of  Ptolemy, 
it  being  common  for  the  Britons  in  difcourfe  to  change  the  V  into  M.  The  other 
name  is  taken  from  the  ancient  capital,  Kincardine,  now  an  inconfiderable  village. 

Lie  this  night  at  the  village  of  Laurence  Kirk.  The  cultivation  of  the  land  in  the  at- 
temoon's  ride  appeared  lefs  itrong  than  on  the  South-Efk  ;  but  great  efforts  are  making 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  country.  Streams  of  com  feem  darting  from  the  hills 
towards  the  centre  of  the  valley,  and  others  again  radiate  from  the  coafts :  I  doubt  not 
but  in  a  few  years  the  obfcure  or  heathy  parts  will  entirely  vanifh,  and  this  whole  trad 
become  one  glory  of  cultivation. 

Sqitember  a.  Proceed  through  a  fine  rich  bottom,  called  the  hollow  of  the  Mems, 
bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  Grampian  hills,  on  the  other  by  a  rifing  ground,  that  mns 
almoft  parallel  to  them.  The  Grampians  prefent  here  a  low  heathy  front ;  the  hollows 
and  the  eaftem  bonndary  fertile  in  com.  Pafs  near  the  two  feats  of  Me0rs.  Carnegie, 
and  Lord  Gardinfton.  Crofe  the  water  of  Bervie,  which  &lls  into  the  fea  a  few  miles  to 
the  eaft.  Near  its  mouth  lies  the  fmalt  town  of  Inner-bervie,- made  a  royal  burgh  by 
David  Bruce,  who  landed  there  after  his  long  retreat  into  France.  The  rock  he  de- 
^ked  on  is  to  this  day  called  Craig  Davy. 

Near  the  village  of  Drum-letbie  the  country  grows  hilly  and  heathy.  Pafe  near 
Glen-bervie,  the  feat  of  Sir  James  I^holfon.  Incline  now  towards  the  fhore,  and  find, 
ap  improvement  in  the  country,  which  continues  till  I  reach 

Stone-hive,  or  Stone-haven,  is  a  fhiall  town,  but  the  head  of  the  burgh  of  the  fliire  i 
the  iberiff's  court  hawig  been  removed  from  Kincardine  to  this  place  by  »&  of  parlia- 

*  Lib.  XE.  p.  218.  t  Jonftsn.  .     . 
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in«nt  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.  It  is  placed  at  the  foot  of  fome  high  cliffs  in  a  fmall  bay, 
with  a  moft  rocky  boitom,  in  one  part  opening  a  little,  fo  that  fmall  veffels  may  find  ad- 
mittance, but  that  mull  be  at  high  water.  A  pier  laps  over  this  harbour  from  the  north 
nde,  to  give  them  fecurity  after  their  entrance.  ']  he  town  confids  of  about  eight 
hundred  inhabitants.  The  manufaflures  are  fail  cloths  and  Ofnaburghs,  which  began 
about  feven  years  ago;  and  contributed  much  to  mske  the  place  more  populous. 
Here  is  alfo  a  conHderable  one  of  knit  worrted  and  thread  ftockings.  -Women  gain 
four-pence  a  day  by  knitting,  and  fix-pence  by  fpinning ;  the  men,  a  (hilling  by  weav- 

The  manufactures  of  the  Memc  may  .be  divided  thus :  the  flocking  trade  employs  the 
natives  from  the  banks  of  the  Dee  to  this  place.  From  hence  to  the  North-Elk  they 
are  wholly  occupied  in  weaving. 

Vlfit  the  celebrated  callle  of  Dunnoter,  built  on  a  lofty  and  penlnfulated  rock,  jut- 
ting into  the  fea,  and  divided  by  a  vaft  chafm,  a  natural  fofs,  fronl  the  main-land,  'fhe 
compofition  of  the  rock  is  what  is  called  Plumb-pudding  ftone,  from  the  pebbles  lodged 
in  the  hard  cement.     Kittiwakes  and  fome  other  gulls  breed  on  the  fides. 

The  entrance  is  high,  through  an  arched  way.  Beyond  that  is  another,  with  four 
■  round  holes  in  front,  for  the  annoying  any  enemy  who  might  have  gained  the  firft  gate. 
The  area  on  the  top  of  this  rock  is  an  Englifli  acre  and  a  quarter  in  extent.  The  build- 
ings on  it  are  numerous,  many  of  them  vaulted,  but  few  appeared  to  have  beenabovea 
century  and  a  half  old,  exccptmg  a  fquare  tower  of  a  confidcrable  height,  and  the  build- 
ings that  defend  the  approach.  The  fides  of  the  rock  are  precipitous,  and  even  that 
part  which  impends  over  the  ifthmus  has  been  cut,  In  aider  to  render  this  fortrefe  ftill 
more  fecure.  The  cinem  is  atmoll  filled  up  ;  but  had  been  of  a  great  fize,  not  le& 
than  twenty-nine  feet  in  diameter. 

The  view  of  the  cliffs  to  the  fouth  is  very  piflureftjue.  They  projefl  far  into  the 
fea,  in  form  of  narrow  but  lofty  capes.  Their  bafes  are  often  perforated  with  great 
arches,  pervious  to  boats. 

This  cadle  was  the  property  of  the  Keiths,  earls  Marechalsof  Scotland,  a  potent  and 
heroic  ftiniily  :  but  In  the  1715,  by  one  fatal  ilep,  the  fortune  and  title  became  forfeited; 
and  our  country  loft  the  fervices  of  two  moil  diftinguUhed  perfonages,  the  late  earl, 
and  his  brother  the  general,  the  ablefl  ofBcer  of  the  age.  According  to  the  Scotch 
peerage  *,  the  property  of  the  Keiths  in  this  county  came  to  them,  in  the  reign  of  David 
Bruce,  by  the  marriage  of  Sir  WiHlam  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Frafer :  but  I 
have  been  informed  that  this  fortrefs  had  been  the  property  of  an  Earl  of  Crawford, 
who  exchanged  it  for  an  eftate  in  Fife,  with  an  Earl  Marechal,  on  condition  that  he  and 
bis  dependants  ihould,  in  cafe  of  necefHty,  be  permitted  to  take  refuge  there. 

About  the  year  1 296  this  caftle  was  taken  by  Sir  William  Wallace,  who,  according  to 
his  hidorian.  Blind  Harry  t>  burnt  four  thoufand  EngliOimen  in  it.  I  forbear  to  re- 
peal his  account,  fince  he  is  fuppofed  by  the  judicious  annalift  to  have  been  an  impoftor. 

In  1 336  it  was  re-fortified  by  Edward  111.,  In  his  progrefs  through  Scotland  j  but  as 
foon  as  the  conqueror  quitted  that  kingdom,  the  guardian,  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  in- 
flahtly  retook  It.    Hifiory  leaves  us  in  the  dark  after  this  for  a  very  long  period.    I  do    ■ 
not  recoiled  aily  mention  of  it  till  the  civil  wars  of  the  tall  century,  when  it  was  be-.  ■ 

•  Crawfonl'i  319. 
'   -f-  The  title  ut  hit  poem  iolonni  ui  that  it  wa>  compofcd  is  1361  ;  bat  that  muft  be  a  mifbke  ;  for 
Major,  who  wrote  in  1518,  faji,thit  Blind  Harry  lived  wheahewai  a  child,  coropofed  the  life  of  WaUacet 
and,  like  Homer,  got  hia  litelihood  bj  nciiing  hii  vtrfet  at  the  houfct  of  great  men.    Major  sitct  but 
1&»'-  ■'■■*'■  •"  the  poem.    See  lib,  i».  c.  1  J. 
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Ceged,  and  the  church  again  burnt.  The  tradition  is,  that  it  was  defended  by  the 
Earl  Marechal,  againfl:  the  Marquis  of  Monirofe,  by  the  perfuafion  of  Andrew  Cant. 
The  marquis,  according  to  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  the  time,  fet  fire  to  the  country 
aroijnd  ;  which,  when  Andrew  faw,  he  told  the  noble  oAvner,  that  the  flames  of  his 
faoufes  "  were  a  fweet-fmeliing  favour  in  the  noftrils  of  the  Lord  ;'  fuppofing  that  his 
lordfliip  fuffered  for  riRhteoufnefs'  fake.  This  caftle  was  inhabited  till  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century,  when  an  agent  for  the  York-building  company  reduced  it  to  the 
prefent  ruinous  ftate  by  pulling  down  and  felling  many  of  the  materiaU^  The  annat;i< 
tor  on  Camden  meniions  the  ftately  rooms  in  the  new  buildings  and  the  library.  He 
alfo  fpeaks  here,  of  St.  Pardie's  church,  famous  for  being  the  burial  place  of  St. 
Palladius,  who  in  43 1  was  fent  by  Pope  Caeieftine  to  preach  the  gofpel  10  the  Scots : 
but  it  lies  about  fix  miles  well  of  Stooe  hive,  in  a  deep  den,  environed  on  all  (ides  but 
the  fouth  by  high  mountains. 

"Wait  va  Robert  Barclay,  Efg  ;  at  his  feat  at  Urie,  about  a  mile  diftant  from  Stone- 
bi'/e.  This  gentleman,  by  the  example  he  fets  his  nnghbours  in  the  fine  management 
«f  his  land,  is  a  mod  ufefui  and  worthy  charafter  in  bis  country.  He  has  been  long  a 
peripatetic  obferver  of  the  different  modes  of  agriculture  in  all  parts  of  Great-Britain : 
bis  journies  bdng  on  foot,  followed  by  a  fervant  with  his  baggage,  on  horfeback.  He 
has  more  than  once  walked  to  London,  and  by  w^y  of  experiment  has  gone  eighty 
DiiJes  in  a  day.  He  has  reduced  his  remarks  to  pradice,  much  to  his  honour  and 
emolument.  Tlie  barren  heaths  that  once  furrounded  him,  are  now  converted  into  rich 
iields  of  wheat,  bear,  or  oats ;  and  his  clover  was  at  this  time  under  a  fecond-harved. 

He  is  likewife  a  great  planter :  he  fills  all  his  dingles  with  trees,  but  avoids  planting 
the  eminences,  for  he  iays  they  will  not  thrive  on  this  eaftemcoaft,  except  in  meltered 
bottoms.  The  few  plantations  on  the  upper  grounds  are  Runted,  cankered  and  mofs- 
grown. 

Mr.  Barclay  favoured  me  with  the  following  account  of  the  progrefs  of  his  improve- 
inents.  He  6rll  fet  about  them  with  fpirit  in  the  year  1768;  fince  which  he  has  re- 
dlaimed  about  four  hundred  acres,  and  continues  to  finiOi  about  a  hundred  annually, 
by  draining,  levelling,  clearing  away  the  ftones,  and  liming.  Thefe,  with  the 
ploughmg,  feed,  &c.  amount  to  the  expence  of  ten  pounds  an  acre.  The  firft.crop 
is  commonly  «ats,  and  brings  in  fix  pounds  an  acre:  the  fecond,  white  peas^  worth 
fomottmes.asmuch,  but  generally  only  four  pounds:  turnips  are  third  crops,  and  ufually 
worth  fix  pounds-,  the  fourth  is  barley,  of  the  fame  value :  clover  fucceeds,  worth 
about  four  pounds  :  and  lafty  wheat,  which  brings  in  about  feven  pounds  ten  Ihillings 
an  acre,  but  oftener  more. 

As  foon  as  the  land  is  once  thoroughly  improved,  it  is  thrown  into  this  courfe ;  tur- 
nips, barley,  clover  and  wheat ;  fometimes  turnips,  barley,  clover  and  rye-grafs.  He 
fometimes  breaks  up  the  lafl  for  white  peas,  and  afterwards  for  wheat :  andfonietimes 
fallows  from  the  grafs,  and  manures  it  for  wheat,  by  folding  his  fhpep. 

The  land  thus  improved  was  originally  heath,  and  even  that  which  was  arable,  pro- 
duced moft  miferabfe  crops  of  a  poor  degenerate  oat,  and  was  upon  the  whole  not 
worth  two  fhilliogsan  acre  ;  but  in  its  prefent  improved  ftate  is  worth  twenty,  and  the 
tenants  live  twice  as  well  as  before  the  improvement. 

Some  of  the  fields  have  been  tallowed  from  heath,  and  fown  with  wheat,  and  pro- 
duced large  crops.  One  field  of  thirty-four  acres,  which  had  been  moftly  heath,  was 
the  firft  year  fallowed,  drained,  cleared  of  the  ftones,  limed,  &c.  and  fown  with  wheat, 
■  which  produced  in  the  London  market  two  hundred  and  feventy  pounds,  clear  of  all 
expences.    Mr.  Barclay  has  lately  ereSed  a  mill  for  fine  flour,  the  only  one  in  the 
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county,  which  falljr  anfwers ;  and  has  feryed  to  encourage  many  of  his  neighbours  to 
fow  wheat  where  it  was  never  known  to  be  raifed  before.  At  prefent  near  eight  hun- 
dred bolls  are  annually  produced  within  len  miles  of  the  place. 

The  firft  turnips  for  feeding  of  cattle  were  raifed  by  this  gentleman  :  and  the  markets 
are  now  plentifully  fupplied  with  frelh  beef.  Before  that  period  frelh  meat  was  hardly 
known  in  thefe  parts,  during  the  winter  and  fpring  months.  Every  perfon  killed  his 
cattle  for  winter  provKions  at  Michaelmas  ;  and  th^  was  called  laying-in  time.  Necef- 
lity  urged  this ;  for  fo  low  was  the  flate  of  farming,  that  winter  fodder  for  the  fattening 
of  cattle  was  then  unknown.  Sa  that  this  country,  till  within  thefe  few  years,  was  in 
the  fame  condition  with  that  of  England  above  three  hundred  years  ago  :-  in  that  period 
beeves,  (heep,  and  hogs  were  killed  at  Martinmas,  and  preferved  failed  till  the  fpring  j 
when  vegetation  was  renewed,  and  the  half  ftarved  cattle  recovered  their  flefli,  ami  were- 
become  fit  for  flaughter  :  fo  that  the  feafon  of  freih  meat  fcarcely  lafted  half  the  year. 
The  Hebrides  are  ftill  in  this  filuaiion, 

I'he  great  grand>father  of  Mr.  Barclay  was  not  left  eimnent  for  his  improvements  in' 
affairs  fpiritual.  The  celebrated  Robert  Barclay  made  Urie  his  refidence,  and  here; 
compofed  that  apology  for  the  Quakers  which  will  everremain  an  evidence  of  his  ^abili- 
ties  and  his  piety.  His  moderate  difpoiition  and  cool  head  gave  credit  to  the  fe£t ;  for 
it  was  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  George  Fox  to  have  united  himfelf  with  his  worthy 
'brother,  fince  George's  tenets,  as  Moflieim  exprefles,  delivered  by  him  in  a  rude,  con-" 
ftifed,  and  ambiguous  manner,  were  prefented  in  a-  different  form  by  the  raafterly  hand 
of  3arclay,  who  dreffed  them  with  fuch  fagacity  and  art,  that  they  affumed  the  afpeA' 
of  a  regular  fyftem.  To  him  then  is  owing  the  purification  of  tlie  opinions  of  the  pro- 
fieffors  of  it  at  this  (ime.  He  was  the  great  reformer  of  quakerifm,  and  his  followers- 
may  exuh  in'  him  as  in  one  who  would  do  honour  to  any  religion. 

September  3.  Leave  Urie,  and  return  by  the  fame  road  as  far  as  Red  Mears,  whei«- 
we  turn  ttf  the  north-weft,  atrd  travel  near  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  hltls,  through  a'- 
fine  open  country.  Go  near  th^houfe  of  captain  Falconer,  with  excellent  improve- 
-  menis  around  ;  and  foon  after  by  Fafque,  the  frat  of  Sir  Alexander  Ramfay,  a  gentle- 
man diftingutfhed  for  the  fine  method  of  agricuhure.  Stop  at  Fetter-cairn,  a  fmall. 
village,  for  the  fake  of  refrelhmg  ourfelves  and  horfes. 

In  this  morning's  ride,  obferve  a  particular  neatnefc  in  the  cottages  of  the  country,. 
They  are  made  either  -of  red  clay,  or  ef  fods,  placed  on  a  flone  foundation  ;  the  roofa- 
are  prettily  thatched,  Mvdboond  by  a  neat  net-work <rf  twilled  ftraw  tope,  which  keeps 
them  extremely  light. 

Near  Fetter-cwrn  was  the  refidence  of  Finella,  the  daughter  of  a  nobleman  of  large- 
poffeffions  in  this  country,  infamous  for  her  aflaffination  of  Kenneth  III ,  in  994.  She- 
artfully  infinuated  herfelf  into  his  favoiir,  and  inveigling  him  into  her  palace  (under  pre- 
tence of  revealing  fome  confpiracies,  fhe  was  really  privy  to)  there  caufed  him  to  be  mur- 
dered. The  place  was  befet  by  his  friends,  but  Finella  efcaping  out  of  a  window,  joined^ 
the  confederates  in  her  wickednefs.  Such  is  the  relation  given  by  Boethius  and  Bu- 
chanan *,  but  the  relations  of  thofe  early  times  are  often  doubtful  and  fabulous. 

About  two  miles  from  this  place,  on  the  road-fide,  is  a  cairn,  of  a  ftupendous  fize,. 
and  uncommon  form,  which  probably  might  give  name  to  the  parilh.  The  fliape  is  ob- 
long, and  iTie  height  at  leaft  thirty  feet.  At  fome  diftance  from  the  ground-  the  fides-- 
are  formed  into  a  broad  tM-race :  the  cairn  rifes  agaia  confiderably  above  that,,  and  con-r 

"  Boethius,  lib.  XI.  p.  tS3:     Buchanan,  lib.  VI.  c.  41.     Major,  p.  94,  calk  the  ladj,  Conitiflkt 
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fifts  of  great  loofe  ftones,  mixed  with  much  femi-vitrified  or  lava  lite  matter.  On  one 
fide  is  a  large  long  Hone,  probably  once  ered.  Along  the  top  is  an  oval  hollow,  about 
fix  feet  deep  :  its  length,  within,  a  hundred  and  fifty-two  ;  the  breadth,  in  the  middle, 
fizty-fix ;  the  length  from  the  outfide  of  the  furrounding  dike,  a  hundred  and  fixty- 
feven  ;  (he  breadth,  eighty-three.  This  may  be  prefumed  to  have  been  monumemal  j 
the  northern  nations  thought  no  labour  too  great  in  paying  thefe  funeral  honours  to 
their  deceafed  heroes.  The  tumulus  of  Haco  was  the  fize  of  a  hill*  :  whole  years^ 
as  well  as  whole  armies,  were  employed  in  amafling  thefe  flupendous  teftimonies  of  re- 
fpeft.  Three  years  wer?  confumed  in  forming  one,  the  common  labour  of  two  uterine 
brethren,  Norwegian  chieftains  f. 

-  Travel  over  an  ill-cultivated  Sat ;  crofs  the  North-E(k,  at  the  bridge  of  Gannachie,  a 
vad  arch,  call  from  rock  to  rock,  built  by  fubfcription,-  by  one  Miller.  Beneath  is  a 
vaft  chafm,  near  ^ty  feet  deep  from  the  top  of  the  batllemenis ;  through  this  the 
water  runs  with  great  force.  A  rocky  channel,  with  lofty  precipitous  fides,  fringed 
with  wood,  forms  moft  pi£turefque  views  for  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  and  belov 
the  bridge. 

Re-enter  the  fiiire  of  Angus ;  on  wbofe  borders  lies  the  caflellated  houfe  of  Edzel,, 
once  the  feat  of  the  moft  ancient  branch  of  the  Undfays,  of  the  caftle  of  Invermark^ 
vho  acquired  it  about  three  hundred  years  ago  by  the  marriage  of  an  anceftor  4tth  the 
hdrefs  of  A  Sterling,  who  built  the  houfe,  and  was  Lord  of  Glenelk,  which  by  this 
match  was  conveyed  to  them.  They  were  remarkable  for  being  chief  over  a  nu. 
merous  fet  of  fmall  tenants.  Not  fixty  years  are  paft  fince  the  Laird  kept  up  the  parade 
of  being  attended  to  a  church  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  who  ferved  without  pay  or 
maintenance,  fuch  duties  being  formerly  efteemed  honourable.  This  caftle  was  de- 
ferted  by  the  then  owner  on  account  of  a  murder  he  had  committed  on  his  Idnfman, 
Lord  Spynie,  in  1607.  This  affair  involved  him  in  difficulties,  and  he  retired  on  that 
account,  to  the  houfe  of  Auch-mull,  about  two  miles  higher  on  the  North  Eflcas  (he  in- 
fcription  on  the  houfe  fliews.  A  little  after  the  Laird  of  Edzel  thought  proj^er  to  bedow 
on  one  Dune,  a  barren  knowl  near  the  houfe,  and  by  charter  condituted  him  and  his. 
family  hereditary  beadles  of  the  parilh,  and  annexed  the  perquifite  of  two  bannocks  for 
tinging  the  bell  at  the  funeral  of  every  farmer,  and  one  for  that  of  every  cottager  ; 
which  remained  in  the  family  till  very  lately  when  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Earl  of  Pan- 
murc,  the  prefent  owner  of  the  eftate.  This  is  mentioned  to  fhew  the  afFedation  of 
royalty  in  thefe  Reguli,  who  made  their  grants  and  conferred  places  with  all  the  dignity 
of  majefty. 

After  riding  two  miles  on  black  and  heathy  hills,  afcend  one  divided  into  two  fum- 
mits,  the  higher  named  the  white,  the  lower  the  black  Catter-thun,  from  their  different 
colours.  Both  are  Caledonian  pofts,  and  the  firft  of  moft  uncommon  ftrengih.  It  is  of 
an  oval  form,  made  of  a  ftupendous  dike  of  loofe  ivhiie  ftones,  whofe  convexity  from 
the  bafe  within  to  that  without,  is  a  hundred  and  twenty-  two  feet.  On  the  outfide,  a 
hollow,  made'by  the  difpofition  of  the  ftones,  furrounds  the  whole.  Round  the  bafe  is 
a  deep  ditch,  and  below  that  a  hundred  yards,  are  the  veftiges  of  another,  that  went 
round  the  hill.  The  area  within  the  ftony  mound  is  flat  j  the  axis  or  length  of  the 
oval  is  Four  hundred  and  thirty-fix  feet ;  the  tranfyerfe  diameter,  two  hundred.  Near 
the  eaft  fide  is  the  foundation  of  a  re^anguiar  building ;  and  on  moft  pans  are  the 
foundations  of  others,  fmall  and  circular :  all  which  had  once  their  fuperltrudures,  the 

*  Sodi  Hacoou  ^ftuoA  faoenadi  ducit  gntia,  colkm  fjpcditae  roagnitodiiiii  esftrvunt.  Worm.  Mod. 
Dm.  33.  t  Ibid.  39. 
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ihelterof  the  pofleffors  of  the  polh     There  "is  alfo  a  hollow,  now  almoft  filled  with 
ftones,  the  well  of  the  place. 

The  other  is  called  brown,  from  the  colour  of  the  ramparts,  which  are  compofed  only 
of  earth.     It  is  of  a  circular  form,  and  confifts  of  various  concentric  dikes.     On  one  - 
fide  of  this  rifes  a  finall  rill,  which  running  down  hill,  has  formed  a  deep  gully.     From 
the  fide  of  the  fortrefs  is  another  rampart,  which  extends,  parallel  to  the  ril!,  and  then 
reverts,  forming  an  additional  poft  or  retreat      '- 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  pofts  were  chofen  by  the  Caledonians  with  great  judg- 
ment :  they  fixed  on  the  fnmmits  of  a  hill  conmiandiag  a  great  view,  and  perfeftly  de- 
tached, having  to  the  ni,:  .a  the  Grampian  hills,  but  on  that  fide  feparated  from  them 
by  the  lofty  and  rugged  banks  of  the  Weft- water,  which  gives  them  additional  fecurity  •. 
Ports  of  this  kind  are,  as  I  am  informed,  very  common  at  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  hills, 
intended  as  places  of  retreat  for  the  inhabitants  on  the  invafion  of  an  enemy.  There 
is  one  above  Phefdo,  in  the  Mems  ;  another  called  Barmkine  hiil,  eight  miles  weft  of 
Aberdeen.  I  have  feen  a  long  chain  of  fimilar  pofts  in  my  own  country  ;  they  are  ge- 
nerally fituated  on  high  hills,over.looking  the  lower,or  on  leffer  hills  over-looking  plains, 
and  feem  defigned  as  afyla  for  the  people  of  the  low  and  defencelefs  countries. 

The  literal  translation  of  Catter-thun  is  Camp-town.  Thefe  pofts  are  of  the  fame 
kind  with  that  made  by  Caraftacus,  on  the  borders  of  North  Wales.  Tunc  mon- 
libus  arduii,  ei  ft  qua  clementer  aecedi  p^otcrani,  in  modum  iialli  faxa  prajlrmt  \.  It  is 
very  probable  that  the  Caledonians  occupied  thefe  hills  before  the  battle  of  Mons  Gram- 
pius,  which  might  have  been  fought  in  the-  plains  below,  where  there  was  ample  room 
for  large  armies  to  aft  in,  and  for  the  armed  chariots  to  perform  their  careers.  In  thefe 
rude  raftneffes  the  Caledonians  might  leave  their  wives  and  children,  as  was  the  cuftom 
of  the  other  Britons,  and  then  defcend  into  the  bottoms,  to  repel  ^he  invaders  of  their 
liberties.  It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  Ipot ;  but  there  are  not  fewer  than  three  Roman 
camps  Dot  remote  fi^m  this  range  of  hills,  which  Agricola  might  have  occupied,  and 
before  one  of  them  drawn  out  his  forces  to  have  received  the  enemy.  Of  thefe  one  is 
at  Kiethic,  near  Brechin  j  a  fecond  near  Caerboddo,  between  Forfar  and  Panmure  ;  and 
a  third  near  Kennymoor,  called  Battledikest.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  thefe 
feems  to  have  been  the  celebrated  aSion ;  after  which  he  led  his  army  to  the  confines 
of  the  Horefti  §,  received  hoftages,  and  ordering  his  fleet  (then  in  all  likelihood  lying  in 
the  Tay)  to  perform  the  voyage  round  Britain,  retired  by  flow  marches  into  winter 
quarters. 

DefCend,  and  after  travelling  three  miles  reach  Brechin,  a  town  confifting  of  one 
large  and  handfome  ftreet,  and  two  flnaller,  feated  on  the  top  and  fide  of  a  hillj  waflied 
by  the  river  South-Eflc.  At  the  foot  of  the  town  is  a  long  row  of  houfes,  independent 
of  it,  built  on  ground  held  in  feu  from  the  family  of  North-Efk.  It  is  a  royal  burgh, 
and  with  four  others  fends  a  member  to  parliament.  In  refpefl  to  trade,  it  has  only  a 
fmall  (hare  in  the  coarfer  linen  manufacture-  It  hes  it  no  great  diftance  from  the  har- 
bour ofMontrofe;  and  the  tide  flows  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  to  which  a  canal 
naight  be  made,  which  perhaps  might  create  a  trade,  but  would  be  of  certain  fervice  in 
conveying  down  the  corn  of  the  country  for  exportation. 

•  For  a  full  Bceoum  of  the  naiure  of  thefe  pofl»  fee  my  Tour  In  Wal«. 

\  Tacitt  Annalei,  lib.xii  'C.jj.  ■  %  Thefe  notices  nt  the  «mp^  from  MsitlanH. 

\  TranllitoTi,  mifltd  by  the  found,  imagine  thefe  to  K.ive  been  mountaineers ;  but  the  woid  i-  probably 
Celtic,  aad  ihould  be  rendered,  ai  the  ingenious  Mr.  Aikiti  has  done,  the  people  of  Fil'elhire. 

VOL.  III.  3  It  Brechin 
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Breclun  vas  a  rich  and  ancioit  biftioprick,  founded  by  David  I.  about  the  year  1 1  ;o: 

at  ths  Reformation  its  revenues  in  money  and  in  kind  amounted  to  feven  hundred  a 
year ;  but  after  that  event  were  reduced  to  a  hundred  and  fifty,  chiefly  by  the  alien^on 
of  the  lands  and  tythes  by  Alexander  Campbell,  the  firlb  proteftant  btfhop,  to  bis  chief- 
tain the  Earl  of  Argyle,  bang  recommended  to  the  fee  by  his  patron,  probably  for  that 
very  end. 

The  Cutdees  had  a  i:onvent  here :  their  abbot  Leod  was  witnefs  to  the  grant  made 
by  King  David  to  his  new  abbey  of  Dumfermltne.  In  after-times  they  gave  way  to  the 
Mathurines,  or  Red-friars.  The  ruins  of  their  houfe,  according  to  Maitland,  are  ftill 
to  be  feen  in  the  Gollege-wynde.  ' 

Here  was  likewife  an  hofpital,  called  Maifon  de  Dieu,  founded  in  1256  by  William 
de  Brechin,  for  the  repofe  of  the  fouls  of  the  Kings  William  and  Alexander ;  of  John 
Earl  of  Cheder,  and  Huntingdon  his  brother ;  of  Henry  his  father ;  and  Juliana  his 
mother.  Albinus,  biQiop  of  Brechin,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  IlL,  was  witnefs  to  the 
f^rant.  By  the  walls,  which  are  yet  (landing,  behind  the  weft  end  of  the  chief  {Ireet,  ' 
it  appears  to  have  been  an  elegant  little  building. 

The  cathedral  is  a  Gothic  pile,  fupported  by  twelve  pillars ;  is  in  length  -a  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  feet,  in  breadth  fixty-one ;  part  is  ruinous,  and  part  ferves  as  the  parilh 
church.  The  weft  end  of  one  of  the  aifles  is  entire ;  its  door  is  Gothic,  and  the  arch 
confifts  of  many  mouldings ;  the  window  of  neat  tracery  ;  the  fteeple  is  a  handfome 
tower,  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high ;  the  four  lower  windows  in  form  of  long  and 
narrow  openings :  the  belfry  windows  adorned  with  that  fpedes  of  opening  called  tb« 
quatrefoil ;  the  top  battlemented,  out  of  which  rifes  an  hexangular  fpire. 

At  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  aifle  Aands  one  of  thole  finguiar  round  towers,  whofe 
ufe  has  fo  long  baffled  the  conjectures  of  antiquaries, 

Thefe  towers,  as  far  as  my  reading  or  enquiries  have  extended,  appear  to  have  been 
peculiar  to  North  Britain  and  Ireland :  in  the  laft  frequent ;  in  the  former  only  two  at 
this  time  exift.  That  at  Brechin  ftood  originally,  as  all  I  have  feen  do,  detached  from 
other  buildings:  it  is  at  prefent  joined  near  the  bottom  by  a  low  additional  aifle  to  the 
church,  which  takes  in  about  a  fixth  of  its  circumference.  From  this  aifle  there  is  an 
entrance  into  it  of  modern  date,  approachable  by  a  few  fteps,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ringers, 
the  pariQiioners  having  in  time  pa(i  thought  proper  to  hang  their  beHs  in  it  inflead  of 
the  fteeple.  Two  handfome  bells  are  placed  there,  which  are  got  at  by  means  of  fix 
ladders,  placed  on  wooden  femicircular  floors,  each  refting  on  the  circular  abutments 
nithin-fide  of  the  tower. 

The  height  from  the  ground  to  the  roof  is  eighty  feet ;  the  inner  diameter,  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  bottom,  is  eight  feet;  thethicknelsofthewali  at  that  part  feven  feet  two 
inches  ;  fo  that  the  whole  diameter  is  fifteen  feet  two ;  the  circumference  very  near 
forty-eight  feet ;  the  inner  diameter  at  the  top  is  feven  feet  eight ',  the  thicknefs  of  the 
walls,  four  feet  fix  ;  the  circumference  thirty-eight  feet  eight  inches  j  which  proportion 
gives  the  building  an  inexpreflible  elegance  :  the  top  is  roofed  with  an  odagonal  fpire, 
twenty-three  feet  high,  which  makes  the  whole  one  hundred  and  three.  In  this  fpire 
are  four  windows,  placed  alternate  on  the  fides,  refting  on  the  top  of  the  tower ;  near 
the  top  of  the  tower  are  four  others,  facing  the  four  cardinal  points';  near  the  bottom 
are  two  arches,  one  within  another,  in  relief}  on  the  top  of  the  outmoft  is  a  crucifixion; 
between  the  mouldings  of  the  outmoft  and  inner  are  two  figures,  one  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
'.  the  other  of  St.  John,  the  cup  and  Iamb :  on  each  comer  of  the  bottom  of  this  arch  is 
a  figure  bf  certain  beafts ;  one,  for  aught  I  know,  may  be  the  Caledonian  bear,  and  the 
other,  with  a  long  Ihout,  the  boar :  the  ftone-work  within  the  inner  arch  has  a  fmall 
■o  flit. 
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flit,  or  peep-hole,  but  without  the  appearance  of  there  having  been  a  door  within  any 
modem  period  ;  yet  I  imagine  there  might  have  been  one  originally,  for  the  filling  up 
confifts  of  larger  ftoaes  thah  the  reft  of  this  curious  rotund.  The  whole  is  built  with 
moft  elegant  mafonry,  which  Mr.  Gough  obferved  to  be  compofed  of  fixty  courfes  *. 
I  am  iniormed  by  Mr.  Gillies,  of  Brecmn,  that  he  has.  often  feen  it  vibrate  in  a  high 
%vind. 

The  learned  among  the  antiquaries  are  greatly  divided  concenung  the  ufe  of  thefe 
-.buildings,  as  welt  as  the  founders.  Some  think  them  Pi£tilh,  probably  becaufe  there 
is  one  at  Abemethy,  the  andeot  feat  of  that  nation ;  and  others  call  them  Danifti,  be- 
caufe it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Danes  to  give  an  alarm  t  in  time  of  danger  from  high 
places.  But  the  manner  and  fimplicity  of  building  in  early  times  of  both  thefe  nations 
was  fuch,  as  to  fuperfede  that  notion ;  befides,  there  are  fo  many  fpedmens  left  of  their 
architecture,  as  tend  at  once  to  difprove  any  conje£lure  of  that  kind :  the  Hebrides, 
C^thnefs,  and  Rofs-fhire,  exhibits  reliques  of  their  buildings  totally  different.  They 
could  not  be  defigned  as  belfries,  as  they  are  placed  near  the  fteeples  of  churches,  infi> 
nitely  more  commodious  for  that  end  ;  nor  places  of  alarm,  as  they  are  often  ereAed 
in  fituations  unfit  for  that  purpc^e.  I  muft  therefore  fail  into  the  opinion  of  the  late 
worthy  Peter  Collinfoo  J,  that  they  were  inelt^oria,  ei  ar^i  incluforit  ergajiula,  the  pri- 
fons  of  narrow  inclofures  :  that  they  were  ufed  for  the  confinement  of  penitents,  fome 
perhaps  conftrained,  others  voluntary,  Dunchad  o  Braoin  bang  faid  to  have  retired  to 
fuch  aprifon,  where  he  died  A.  D.  987.  The  penitents  were  placed  in  the  upper  ftory; 
after  undergoing  their  term  of  probation,  they  were  fuffered  to  defcend  to  the  next ; 
(in  all  I  have  feen  there  are  inner  abutments  for  fuch  floors)  after  that  they  took  a  fe- 
cond  ftep ;  till  at  length  the  time  of  purification  being  fulfilled,  they  were  releafed  and 
received  again  into  the  bofom  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Collinfon  fays,  that  they  were  built  in  the  tenth  or  eleventh  century.  The  rdi- 
gious  were  in  thofe  early  times  the  beft  architects  §,  and  religious  archite&ure  the  belt 
lund.  The  pious  builders  either  improved  themfelves  in  the  art  by  their  pilgrimages, 
or  were  foreign  monks  brought  over  for  the  purpofe.  Ireland  being  the  land  of  fanc- 
^tjy  patriafan£lorumt  the  people  of  that  counUy  mi^ht  be  the  original  inventors  of  thefe 
towers  of  mortification.  They  abound  there,  and  in  all  probabdity  might  be  brought 
into  Scotland  by  fome  of  thofe  holy  men  who  difperfed  themfelves  to  all  parts  of  Chrif- . 
tendom  to  reform  mankind. 

The  caftle  of  Brechin  was  built  on  an  eminence,  a  little  fouth  of  the  town ;  but  not 
a  relique  is  left.  It  underwent  a  long  liege  in  the  year  1 303,  was  gallantly  defended 
againft  the  Englifii  under  Edward  III.,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  efl^rts  of  that  potent 
prince,  the  brave  governor.  Sir  Thomas  Maule,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Panmure, 
held  out  this  fmall  fortre&  for  twenty  days,  till  he  was  flain  by  a  ftone  caft  from  an  en- 
^ne  n  on  Auguft  aoth,  when  the  place  was  inftantly  furrendered.  James  Earl  of  Pan- 
mure  built,  in  lyit,  an  excellent  houfe  on  this  fpot  i  butin  17 15  engaging  in  the  re- 
bellion, had  but  a  ihort  enjoyment  of  it. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  mention  the  battle  of  Brechin,  fought  in  confequence  of  the 
rebellion  raifed  in  1 453  on  account  of  the  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Douglas  in  Stirling 
caftle.  The  viftory  fell  to  the  royalifts,  under  the  Earl  of  Huntly.  The  malcontents 
were  headed  by  the  Eart  of  Crawford,  who  retiring  to  his  caftle  of  Finehaven,  in  the 

*  ArchKologia,  ii.  83.  +  LoutliiaDa,  plrt  m.  18.  X  Arcbsolofi^  L  307* 

$  Mr.  Walpide'iADecd.  Paiatiag,4tci.i.  114.     Mr.  Beathun'i  Elj,  atf. 

II  Cniflrfiinl'i  Pecngr.  389.    Cundco'i  Kenaini,  y>u 
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frenzy  of  di^^race  declared,  "  he  would  willingly  paTs  feven  years  in  hell  to  obtain  the 
glory  which  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  rival  general  •. 

Sept.  4.  This  morning  we  were  honoured  with  the  freedopi  of  the  town ;  after  which 
we  continued  our  journey  five  miles  to  Careflon,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Skene,  where  we  pafled 
the  day  and  evening  in  a  moll  agreeable  manner. 

Sept.  5.  After  a  Ihort  ride  ford  the  South-Elk,  leaving  on  the  right  the  ruined  caille 
of  Fincbaven,  once  the  feat  of  the  Lindefays,  Earls  of  Crawford.  A  SpaniOi  chelhtit 
of  valllize  was  till  of  late  years  an  ornament  to  the  place:  it  was  of  the  fpreading  kind  i 
the  circumference  near  the  ground  was  forty-two  feet  eight;  of  the  top,thirty.five  nine 
inches ;  of  one  of  the  largeil  branches,  twenty-three  feet. 

AboVe  the  ca{lle  is  the  hill  called  the  caltle  hill  of  Finehatrcn,  a  great  eminence  or 
ridge,  with  a  vaft  and  long  hollow  in  the  top.  Along  the  edges  are  vail  mafi'es  of  (lone, 
ftrongly  cemented  by  a  femi- vitrified  fubftance,  or  lava.  1  hefe  maffes  feem  of  a  ton 
weight }  they  were  procured  out  of  the  hill,  and  placed  as  a  defence  to  the  place,  it 
havmg  been  a  firitilh  poll.  The  form  of  the  hill  (which  ends  abrupt  at  one  end,  at 
the  other  is  joined  by  an  illhmus  to  the  neighbouring'  land),  together  with  tlie  cavity  in 
the  middle,  renders  it  extremely  6t  for  the  purpofe.  The  ifthmus  i»  fecured  by  a  deep 
ditch  cut  tranfverfely. 

T^is  hill  Is  certainly  the  effect  of  a  volcano;  at  the  one  end  of  the  hollow  are  two  great  , 
holes  of  a  funnel  ihape,  the  craters  of  the  place  through  which  the  matter  had  been 
ejected.     One  is  fixty  feet  in  diameter,  and  above  thirty  deep  ;  and  had  been  much 
deeper,  but  it  was  from  time  to  time  made  more  fhallow  by  the  Singing  in  of  ftonesi  as 
cattle  were  fometimes  loft  in  it. 

On  both  fides  of  the  hill  are  found  in  digging  great  quantities  of  burnt  earth,  that 
ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  tarras,  or  the  famous  pu^vis  putcolanut  or  puzzolana,  fo  frequent 
in  countries  that  abound  with  volcanoes,  and  fo  uieful  for  all  works  that  are  to  lie  un- 
der water. 

On  defcending  from  this  hill  hnd  ourfelves  at  Aberlemni.  In  the  church-yard,  and 
on  the  road  fide  are  to  be  feen  fome  of  the  curious  carved  (lones,  fuppofcd  to  have  been . 
ere£ted  in  memory  of  vidories  over  Danes,  and  other  great  events  that  happened  tn 
thofe  parts,  lliefe,  tike  the  round  towers,  are  local  monuments ;  but  (till  more  con- 
fined, being,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  unknown  in  Ireland ;  and  indeed  Umited  to  the 
eaftern  fide  of  North  Britain,  for  I  hear  of  none  beyond  the  firth  of  Murray,  or  that  of 
Forth.  The  greateft  is  that  near  Forres,  taken  notice  of  in  the  Tour  of  1 769  ;  and  is 
alfo  the  fartheft  north  of  any.  Mr.  Gordon  defcribes  another  in  the  county  of  Mar, 
near  the  hill  of  Qenacbie ;  the  next  are  thefe  under  confideration.  The  tirft  defcritjed 
by  that  ingenious  writer  f,  is  that  figure  which  ftands  in  the  church-yard.  On  one  fide 
is  the  form  of  a  crofs,  as  is  common  to  moft,  and  proves  them  at  leait  to  have  been  the 
work  of  a  Chriftian  people.  ^ 

The  next  which  1  faw  is  on  the  road,  with  both  fides  full  of  fculptiire.  On  one  a 
neat  crofs  included  in  a  circle  ;  and  beneath  two  exceedingly,  rude  figures  of  angels, 
which  fome  have  miftahen  for  characters.  On  the  other  fiije  are  the  figures  of  certain 
inftruments,  to  me  quite  unintelligible ;  beneath  are  two  men  founding  a  trumpet, 
four  horfemen,  a  footman,  and  feveral  animals,  fcemingty  wild  horfes  purfued  by  dogs;- 
under  them  is  a  centaur,  and  behind  them  a  man  holding  fome  unknown  •animal  |. 
This  is  the  (tone  mentioned  by  Boethius  to  have,  been  put  up  in  memory  of  a  defeat  of 
a  party  of  Danes,  belonging  to  the  army  of  Camus,  on  this  fpot.     **  Quo  loco  ingens 

*  Cuthrie,iv.  If.  I  IttD. SeptCDtr.  i^r.  %  Tab.  zitti.  fig.  i. 
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lapia  eft  ere6!us.  Huic  tnimantium  effigies,  nonnullis  cum  charafteribus  ardticlori,  ut 
tum  5ebat,  qua  rem  eeAam  pofleritati  annunciarent,  (unt  infcuIptEc  *." 

On  a  tumulus  on  the  road  fide  is  a  third,  with  various  fculptures  pad  my  comprehen- 
fioD.     This  is  engraven  by  Mr.  Gordon,  tab.  iv',  and  meniioned  by  tiim  p.  1 58. 

Near  this  is  a  fourth  pillar  quite  pbin,  which  was  probably  ere£ted  over  the  grave 
of  Ibme  perfon  who  was  deemed  perhaps  unworthy  the  trouble  of  fculpture.  This  is 
as  artlefs  as  any  of  the  old,Briti(h  monuments,  which  I  apprehend  thefe  carved  flones 
fucceeded.  Thefe  were,  from  their  exceflive  rudenefs,  the  firft  efforts  of  the  fculptor, 
imitative  of  the  animal  creation  i  and  his  fuccefsis  fuch  as  might  be  expe^ed  :  but  in 
the  ornaments  about  the  crofles,  and  the  running  patterns  along  the  fides  of  fome,  is-a 
fancy  and  elegance  that  does  credit  to  the  artids  of  thofe  early  days.  Boethius  is  wil- 
ling that  thefe  engraven  pillars  Ihould  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  copied  from  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  that  the  figures  were  hieroglyphic,  as  expreflive  nf  meaning  as  thofe  found  on 
the  cafes  of  mummies,  or  the  fculptured  obetifks  of  Kgypt  f-  The  hiflorian's  vanity  in 
fuppofing  his  countrymen  to  have  been  derived  from  that  ancient  nation,  is  deftitute  of 
all  authority ;  but  his  conjecture  that  the  fi^rures  we  fo  frequently  fee  on  the  columns  of 
this  country  had  their  fignification,  and  were  the  records  of  an  unlettered  age,  is  fo  rea- 
fonable  as  to  be  readily  admitted.  It  was  a  method  equally  common  to  the  moft  civi- 
lized and  to  the  moll  barbarous  nations  ;  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of 
the^ile,  and  the  natives  of  Mexico  |.  In  the  northern  hemifphere,  monuments  of  this 
nature  feem  confined  to  the  traft  above  mentioned  :  they  cannot  be  compared,  as  the 
learned  bilhop  Nicholfon  does,  to  the  Runic  flones  in  Denmark  and  Sweden ;  for  they 
will  be  found  always  attended  with  Runic  infcrigtions,  by  any  one  who  will  give  himfelf 
the  trouble  of  confuUing  the  antiquities  of  thofe  nations  §. 

Lmufl  take  notice  of  a  new-difcovered  ftone  of  this  clafs,  found  in  the  ruins  erf  a 
chapel  in  the  den  of  Auldbar,  near  CareAon,  by  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
favour  memth  the  drawing  of  it.  On  one  lidc  was  a  crofs;  in  the  upper  compartment 
of  the  otherfide  were  two  figures  of  men,  in  a  fort  of  cloak,  fitting  on  a  chair,  perhaps 
religious  perfons ;  beneath  them  is  another,  tearing  afunder  the  ja«s  of  a  certain beaft  ; 
Hear  him  a  fpear  and  a  harp  ;  below  is  a  perfon  on  horftback,  a  beaft  like  the  muftmon, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  once  inhabited  Scotland ;  ami  lallly,  a  pair  of  animals  like 
bullocks,  or  the  hornlefs  cattle  of  the  country,  going  fide  by  fide.  This  flone  was  about 
feven  feet  long,  and  had  been  fixed  in  a  pedeftal  found  with  it. 

Proceed  towards  Forfar.  About  a  mile  on  this  fide  of  the  town  is  a  moor,,  noted 
for  a  battle  between  thePifls  and  the  Scots,  in  the  year  831.  The  Scots,  under  Alpin, 
"had  rather  the  advantage ;  by  them  therefore  might  the  great  cairn  near  the  fpot  be 
coinpofed  which  to  this  day  is  called  Pifls  Cairnley.  The  bafe  was  once  furrounded 
with  a  coronet  of  great  upright  columns }  but  only  one  remains,  which  is  eleven  feet 
high,  feven  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  in  girth. 

Forfar,  the  capital  of  the  county,  contains  about  two  thoufand  fouls ;  but,  fince  the 
great  sera  of  the  profperity  of  North  Britain,  has  increafed  above  half.  The  manu* 
,  fdftures'of  Urtens  in  this  neighbourhood,  from  four-pence  to  feven  pence  a  yard,  are 
very  confiderable,  and  bring,  as  is  faid,  near  twenty  thoufand  a  year. 

T'he  callle  flood  on  a  fmal!  hill  near  Ihe  town,  but  at  prefcnt  not  a  fragment  is 
left. 


■  Bwthius,  lib.  xi,  p.  741. 
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The  lake  lies,  or  rather  did  lie,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  caftle,  and,  according 
to  tradition,  once  furrounded  the  town ;  there  being  in  feveral  parts,  even  to  this  day, 
marks  of  the  deferted  channel :  of  late  years  it  has  been  very  confiderably  reduced  by 
draining,  to  which  the  vafl  quantity  of  fine  marie  at  the  bottom  was  the  temptation. 
This  fine  manure  is  found  there  in  (Irata  from  three  to  ten  feet  thick,  and  very  often 
is  met  with  beneath  the  peat  in  the  moors.  The  land  improved  with  it  yields  four 
cn^  fucceflively,  after  which  it  is  laid  down  with  barley  and  clover.  The  county  of 
Angus  is  fuppofed  to  be  benefited,  within  the  fix  laA  years,  by  this  pradice,  by  an 
advance  of  four  tbouland  a  year  in  the  rents.  Much  of  this  is  owing  to  an  old  fea- 
man  of  this  country,  Mr.  Strachan  of  Batgayloch,  who  invented  the  method  of  drag- 
ging up  the  marie  from  the  bottom  of  the  waters,  in  the  fame-manner  as  the  ballad  is 
or  fhips. 

About  a  mite  north  of  Forfar,  lay  the  cell  or  priory  of  ReAenot,  dependent  on  the 
abbey  of  Jedburgh.  -  This  houfe  was  placed  in  a  lake,  and  accelSbte  only  by  a  draw- 
bridge ;  here,  therefore,  the  monks  of  Jedburgh  depotited  their  papers  and  all  their 
valuable  effects  *. 

'  Five  miles  further  is  the  caftle  of  Glames,  a  place  much  celebrated  in  our  hiftory ; 
firft  for  the  murder  of  Malcolm  the  Second,  who  fell  here  by  the  hands  of  alfafTins, 
in  a  pa0age  Hill  fhewn  to  ftrangers.  It  might  at  the  time  be  part  of  the  pofTelOoiis  of 
the  ramily  of  the  famous  Macbeth,  who  tells  us,  through  the  mouth  of  ShakeTpear, 

By  Siocl'i  dmh  I  know  I  im  Thane  of  Glamn. 

This  Sinel  b«»ng,  as  Boethius  informs  us,  father  to  that  tyrant.  Probably  after  hts 
death  it  became  forfdted,  and  added  to  the  property  of  the  crown  ;  for,  on  the  ac* 
ceffion  of  Robert  the  lid.,  it  ftas  bellowed  (then  a  royal  palace)  on  his  favourite  Sir  John 
Lyon,  propter  laudabile  et  Jideit  fervii'mm.  The  ancient  buildings  were  of  great  extent, 
as  appears  by  a  drawing  from  an  old  print,  which,  the  Earl  of  Sttathmore  did  me  the  ' 
honour  to  prefent  to  me.  The  whole  confided  of  two  long  courts  divided  by  builil- 
hig ;  in  each  was  a  fquare  tower  and  gateway  beneath,  and  in  the  third  another  tower, 
which  conftitutes  the  prefent  houfe,  the  reft  being  totally  deftroyed.  ITiis  has  recdved 
many  ajterations,  by  the  additions  of  little  round  turrets,  with  grotefque  roofs  j  and  by 
a  great  round  tower  in  one  angle,  which  was  built  in  1686,  by  the  reftorer  of  the 
caule  Patrick  Lord  Glames,  in  order  to  contain  the  curious  ftair-cafe,  which  is  fjaral ; 
one  end  of  the  fteps  refting  on  a  light  hollow  pillar,  continued  to  the  upper  flory. 
Befides  the  fpot  of  alfalEnation,  is  (hewn  the  feat  of  poetry  and  mufic,  an  ancient  fef- 
tivity,  where  the  bards  took  their  place,  and  fung  the  heroifm  of  their  patron  and  his 
anceflors.  In  early  times  a  chieftain  was  followed  to  court  by  his  poets,  and  his  abteft 
mufidans:  hence  it  was,  that  in  the  hall  of  a  Celtic  prince,  a  hundrol  bards  have  flruck 
up  at  once  in  chorus  t-  And  even  about  a  century  ago  every  chieftain  kept  two  bards, 
each  of  whom  had  his  difdples,  infeparable  attendants. 

The  moft  fpacious  rooms  are,  as  ufual  in  old  cafttes,  placed  in  the  upper  ftories, 
and  fumifhed  with  all  the  tawdry  and  clumfy  magnificence  of  the  middle  of  the  laft 
century.  The  habitable  part  is  below  flairs.  In  one  of  the  apartments  is  a  good  por- 
trait of  the  firft  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  armour,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely  i  the  greatefl  and  moft 
virtuous  charader  of  his  age. 

His  daughter,  Countefs  of  CheftcrBeld,  a  celebrated  beauty,  and  the  greateft  coquet 
of  the  gay  court  of  Charles  IL  beloved  by  the  Duke  of  York,  and  not  lets  by  George 

*. Keith,  140.  f  DodorMiqiherfoii,  319. 
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Hamilton.  She  was  negleaed  at  firft  by  her  hufljand,  who,  rouzed  by  the  attention  of 
others  to  his  fair  fpoufe,  became  too  late  enamoured  with  her  charms.  At  length  a 
mutual  jealoufy  felzed  the  lady  and  her  lover  Hamilton  ;  he,  in  the  frenzy  of  re- 
venge,  perfuades  the  Earl  to  carry  her  from  the  fceneof  gallantry,  to  pafs  her  CbriH;- 
irtas  at  his  feat  in  Derbyfliu^  •.  She  difcovers  the  treachery  of  her  lover,  but  contrives 
to  inveigle  him  to  vifit  her  in  her  retreat,  through  all  the  real  inconveniences  of  bad 
roads,  dreadful  weather,  and  dark  nights,  with  the  additional  terrors  of  imaginary 
precipices  and.  bogs,  which  fhe  had  painted  in  her  billet,  to  add  to  the  mifefy  of  his 
journey.  A  bad  cottage  is  provided  for  his  concealment ;  a  falfe  confidante  brings 
him  at  midnight  into  a  cold  paflage,  under  promife  of  an  interview ;  he  remains  there 
till  day  approaches  {  the  night  began  with  rain  and  ended  with  froftj  ha  was  cafed 
with  ice,  perhaps  complaining. 

Me  tuo  longai  pereunie  noflei, 
LyaiSi  dotmis. 

He  quits  his  ftation  in  defpair,  retires  to  his  cabin,  is  terrified  with  the  news  of  Lord 
Chellerfield  being  at  home,  is  alarmed  with  the  found  of  hounds,  and  the  Earl  enjoy- 
ing the  pleafures  of  the  chace ;  peeps  out,  and  find  the  country  beautiful,  and  neither 
bog  nor  precipice;  in  a  word,  returns  to  London  the  next  night,  the  ridicule  of  the 
gay  monarch  and  his  merry  court  t« 

I  mud  not  forget  another  portrait,  that  more  immediately  relates  to  the  houfe  of. 
Patrick  Lord  Giames ;  who,  I  am  informed,  wrote  his  own  memoirs,  and  relates  that 
he  married  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  Lord  Commiffioner  in  the  time  of 
Charles  IL ;  and  fuch  was  the  fimplicity  of  manners  at  that  time,  he  brougbt  his  lady 
home  mounted  behind  him,  without  any  other  train  than  a  man  on  foot  by  the  fide  of  . 
his  horfe. 

In  the  church-yard  of  Giames  is  a  ftone  fimilar  to  thofe  at  Aberlemni.  This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  erefted  in  memory  of  the  aflaflination  of  King  Malcolm,  and  is  called 
his  grave-Hone.  On  one  front  is  a  crofs,  on  the  upper  part  is*  fome  wild  beall,  and  op> 
pofite  to  it  a  centaur  j  beneath,  in  one  compartment,  is  the  head  of  a  wolf,  thefe  ani- 
mals denoting  the  barbarity  of  the  confpirators  j  in  another  compartment  are  two  per- 
fons  Oiaking  hands,  in  their  other  hand  is  a  battle-ax :  perhaps  thefe  two  are  repre> 
fented  in  the  aS  of  confederacy.  On  the  oppofite  front  of  the  ftone  are  reprefented 
an  eel  and  another  Htb,  This  alludes  to  the  £ite  of  the  murderers,  who,  as  foon  as 
they  had  committed  the  horrid  ad,  fled.  The  roads  were  at  that  time  covered  witt> 
fnow  }  they  lofl  the  path,  and  went  on  to  the  lake  of  Forfar,  which  happened  at  the 
time  to  be  frozen  over,  but  not  fufEciently  ftrong  to  bear  their  weight,  the  ice  broke, 
and  they  all  perilhed  miferably.  This  faft  is  confirmed  by  the  weapons  lately  found  . 
in  draining  the  lake,  particularly  a  battle-ax,  of  a  form  like  thofe  reprefenteu  in  the 
'  fculpture.  Several  brafs  pots  and  pans  were  found  there  at  the  fame  time,  perhaps 
part  of  the  plunder  the  aflaflins  carried  off  with  them. 

Near  Giames  are  two  other  ftones,  one  with  the  crofs  on  one  front,  an  angel  on  one 
fide,  and  two  men  with  the  heads  of  hogs  on  the  other ;  probably  fatirically  alluding 
to  the  name  of  Sueno,  or  the  fwine,  a  Daniih  monarch.  Beneath  are  four  animals  re- 
fembling  lions ;  on  the  oppofite  front  is  a  fingle  eel.     This  is  in  the  park  of  Giames |. 

The  other  is  at  the  village  of  Coffens,  a  mile  weft  of  the  caftle,  and  is  called  St. 
Orland's  ftone.    The  crofs  takes  up  one  front  j  on  the  \^per  part  of  the  other  are 


*  BKidby-hall,  near  Burton-Ufon-Trcnt.  f  Mcffloim  du  Graminont. 
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certaia  unknown  indruments ;  beneath  are  horfemen  and  dogs;  under  them  a  fculp- 
turpy  which  in  my  drawing  reprefents  a  boat ;  beneath  that  a  cow,  and  another 
animal ". 

'I  milTed  feeihg  Denoon  caflle,  which  I  am  informed  lies  two  miles  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  Glames.  According  to  Mr.  Gordon,  it  is  feated  on  an  eminence,  environed  with 
fleep  rocks,  and  almoft  inacceffible.  On  the  north  are  two  or  three  rows  of  terraffes. 
It  is  of  a  femicircular  form,  and.encompafled  with  a  Ilupendous  wall  of  (lone  and  earth, 
twenty-feven  feet  high,  and  thirty  thick.  The  circuit  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
yards.  The  entrances  are  on  the  fouth-eaft,  and  north-weft.  Within  the  area  are 
vel^iges  of  buildings,  and  there  is  a  tradition  that  there  was  a  fpring  in  the  middle. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  fame  kind  of  &fthefs  as  that  of  Catter-thim. 

Sept.  6.  Proceed  to  Behnont,  the  feai  of  the  honourable  Stuart  Mackenzie,  Lord 
Privy  Seal  of  Scotland,  where  I  found  the,  molt  obliging  reception.  It  is  feated  in  the 
parim  of  Meigle,  where  I  again  enter  the  county  of  PtTth. 

The  ground  of  tins  panfli  is  very  fertile,  andmuch  improved  of  late  by  the  manure 
of  ihelj-marl.  It  yields  barley,  oats.  Tome  wheat,  and  a  little  rye  ;  and,  in  general, 
more  grain  than  the  inhabitants,  who  amount  to  about  twelve  hundred,  can  confume. 
iVIuch  6ax  is  raifed,  many  potatoes  planted,  and  of  late  artificial  grafles  begin  to  find 
a  place  here.  Improvements  in  agriculture,  and  in  making  good  roads,  go  on  molt 
profperoully  under  the  aufpices  of  Lord  Privy  Seal.  The  only  maimfafture  in  the  pa- 
rilh  is  that  of  coa*"fe  brown  lineiis,  which  employs  about  a  hundred  weavers.  But  fince  a 
great  proprietor  has  thought  proper  to  debar  the  inhabitants  from  the  ufe  of  a  large 
peat  mofs,  it  is  feared  that  the  manufafturers  muft  remove  (as  many  have  already  done) 
for  want  of  that  eflential  article,  fuel. 

Belmont-ftands  entirely  on  claflical  ground  ;  for  on  its  environs  lay  the  laft  fcene  of 
the  tragedy  of  Macbeth.  In  one  place  is  ihewn  his  tumulus,  called  Belly  Duff,  or,  1 
fliould  rather  call  it,  the  memorial  of  his  fall ;  for  to  tyrants  no  fuch  refpe£t  was  paid, 
and  their  remains  were  treated  with  the  utmofl  indignity  among  the  northern  nations. 
Thus  Amlethus,  after  deftroying  the  cruel  Fengo,  denies  every  honour  to  hie  body  f . 
And  Staixather  beautifully  defcribes  the  obfequies  of  the  wicked  : 

Czronim  corpora  curru 
Excipiant  ramuli,  promptufque  cada*er>  Yi&or 
EfTirat,  officii*  meriii  cariuira  fuprcmi*,  , 

Kt  bulln  iiiilfgna  tegi.     Non  funcrU  ill:) 
t'ompa  rogufve  pium  tumuli  compuiut  hnnortm; 
Putidi  fpargantur  campia,  aviiimqii;:  tereiiJa 
Motlibu*,  iaFello  maculcnt  rut  undique  tabu  (. 

By  the  final  fyllable,  I  fliould  choofe  to  ftyle  it  a  monument  to  pei-petuate  the  me- 
mory of  the  gallant  Macduff.  It  is  a  verdant  mount,  furrounded  by  two  terrafles, 
with  a  cope  at  top,  now  fliaded  by  broad-teaved  laburnums,  of  great  antiquity.  The 
battle,  which  began  beneath  the  caftle  of  Dunfinane,  might  have  fpread  as  far  as  this 
place.  Here  the  great  ftand  might  have  been  made ;  here  Macduff  might  have  fum- 
mooed  the  ufurper  to  yield ;  and  here  I  imagine  him  uttering  his  laft  defiance, 

*  tbid.  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fteing  either  of  thefe.  Mr.  Skene,  of  Carefton,  favoured  me  with 
a  drawing  of  the  laft.  f  baxo  Gram   lib.  it.  p.  55. 

1  Idem,  lib.  vl.  p.  no.  Atittinque  ttrreadft 

Morfibui. 
Shikefpearc  putt  an  idea  fiinilar  to  this  in  the  mouth  oF  Macbeth  : 

V  Shall  be,  the  mairi  of  kites. 
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I  will  not  yield 
To  kits  the  ground  before  young  Malcolm's  feet ; 
And  to  be  baited  with  the  rabble'i  curfe. 
Though  Biniam  wood  be  come  to  Dunlinine, 
And  tnoit  oppoi'd,  be  of  no  woman  bom,  • 

Y«  I  wUl  try  the  laft.     Before  my  body 
I  throw  my  warlike  fhicld.     Lay  on,  Macduf! ! 
And  dunn'd  be  he  that  firftciicB,  "  Hold  I  enough  i  ■  " 

In  a  field  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  is  another  monument  to  a  hero  of  that  day, 
to  the  memory  of  the  brave  young  Seward,  nho  fell,  Jlain  on  the  fpot  by  Macbeth.  A, 
ftupendons  ftooe  marks  the  place,  twelve  feet  high  above  ground,  and  eighteen  feet  and 
a  lulf  in  girth  in  the  thickell  place.  The  quantity  below  the  fui^ce  ofthe  earth  only 
two  feet  eight  inches  ;  the  weight,  on  accurate  computation,  amounts  to  twenty  tons  ; 
yet,  I  have  been  afTured,  that  no  {lone  of  this  fpccies  is  to  be  found  within  twenty  miles. 
But  the  pains  that  were  bellowed  on  ihefe  grateful  remembrances  of  departed  merit, 
may  be  learned  from  the  filial  piety  of  Haratd,  the  fon  of  Gormon,  who  employed  his 
whole  army,  and  a  vail:  number  of  oxen,  to  draw  a  itone  of  prodigioua  fize  from  the 
ihore  of  Jutland,  to  honour  the  grave  of  his,  mother  f. 

Near  the  ^eat  {tone  is  a  fmall  tumulus,  called  Duff 's-know ;  where  fome  other 
commander  is  fuppofed  to  have  fallen.  But  Meigle  is  rich  in  antiquities,  the  chiuxh- 
yard  is  replete  with  others  c^  a  more  ornamented  kind,  abounding  with  hieroglyphic 
columns.  Mr.  Gordon  has  engraved  all  I  faw,  one  excepted  y  however  L  venture  .to 
caufe  them  to  be  engraved  again  from  the  drawings  of  my  fervant ;  for,  notwithftand* 
ing  I  allow  Mr.  Gordon  to  pofifels  great  merit  as  a  writer,  yet  his  fketches  are  lefs  ac- 
curate than  I  could  wifb. 

The  moft  carious  is  that  whereon  is  feen,  in  the  uppor  part  of  one  front, 
dogs  and  horfemen,  and  below  reprefented  four  wild  beafts,  refembling  linu,  de- 
vouring a  human  figure.  The  country  people  call  all  of  them  Queen  Vanora's  grave- 
flones,  and  relate  that  Ihe  was  the  wife  of  King  Arthur ;  I  fuppofe  the  fame  lady  that 
we  Welfii  call  Guinever,  and  Guenhumara ;  to  whofe  chaflity  ndther  hiflorians  nor 
'  bards  \  do  mtKh  ciedit.  The  traditions  of  tfiefe  parts  are  not  more  favourable  to  her 
memory.  The  peafants  aflert,  that,  after  the  defeat  of  her  lover,  flie  was  imprHbned  in 
a  fort  on  the  hill  of  Barra,  oppoflte  to  this  place,  and  that  there  ihe  died,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  parifh  of  Meigle.  Others  again  fay,  that  Ihe  was  torn  to  pieces  by  wild 
beails,  to  whidi  this  fculpture  alludes ;  if,  as  Mr.  Gordon  juftly  obferves,  the  carvings 
might  not  fometimes  prove  the  foundation  of  the  tale. 

It  is  reported  that  her  grave  was  furrounded  by  three  ftones,  in  form  of  a  triangle, 
moniled  mto  one  another.  '  Some  of  them  have  holes  md  grooves  for  that  purpofe, 
but  are  now  disjointed,  and  removed  to  different  places. 

Another  ftone,  is  very  curious:  on  it  is  engraved  a  chariot,  with  the  driver 
and  two  perfons  in  it ;  behind  is  a  monfter,  refembting  a  hippopotamus,  devouring  a 
proftrated  human  figure.  On  another  ftone  is  the  reprefcntatlon  of  an  elephant^  or  at 
leaft  an  animal  with  a  long  probofcis.  Whence  could  the  artifts  of  a  barbarous  age 
'  acquire  their  ideas  of  centaurs,  or  of  animals  proper  to  the  torrid  zone  ? 

Sept.  8.  Leave  Belmont.  Pak  beneath  the  famous  hill  of  Dunftnane,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Strathmore,  on  whofe  fummit  flood  the  caflle,  the  refideiKe  of  Macbeth,  full  in 

•  The  fonodatimiar*!!  this  t«le  li  ovsnthrown  latelj^  by  the  learned  and  accurate  author  of  the  Annali 
af  Scotland ■,  but  out  of  refped  to  the  nurobertefs  fubhmc  paflages  it  baa  fumiihed  the  poet  with,  I  fuilicr 
it  t*  retain  itt  place  here.  +  Wormii  Mon.  Dan,  39. 

j  jeffery  of  Mownouth,  p.  3 ;  i .     Percy's  R<llque»,  iii.  +. 

vol..  III.  3  !•  view. 
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view  of  Birnam  wood,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  plain.  No  place  eou!d  be  better 
adapted  for  the  feat  of  a  jealous  tyrant ;  the,  fides  are  fteep,  and  of  the  moft  difficult 
afcent,  the  fummit  commanding  a  view  to  a  great  diilance  in  front  and  rear.  At  pre- 
fent  there  are  not  any  remains  of  this  celebratt-d  fortrefs  :  ite  place  is  now  a  verdant 
area,  of  an  oval  form,  fifty.four  yards  by  thirty,  and  furrounded  by  two  deep  ditches. 
On  the  north  is  a  hollow  road,  cut  through  the  rock,  leading  up  to  the  entry,  which 
lies  on  the  norih-eaft,  facing  a  deep  narrow  chafm,  between  this  and  the  next  hill. 
The  hill  has  been  dug  into,  but  nothing  was  difcovered,  excepting  fome  very  iiladt 
corn,  which  probably  had  undergone  the  operation  of  Graddan,  or  burning.  This 
place  was  fortified  with  great  labour,  for  Macbeth  depended  on  its  ftrength  and  natural 
fteepnefs  as  a  fecure  retreat  againft  every  enemy.  He  futnmoned  the  Thanes  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  allift  in  the  work.  All  came  excepting  Macduff,  which  To  en- 
raged the  tyrant,  that  he  threatened  to  put  the  yoke  that  was  on  the  oxen  then  labour- 
ing up  the  deep  fide  of  the  hill,  on  the  neck  of  the  difobedient  Thane  *. 

A  little  to  the  eaftward  is  a  hill  called  the  King's-feat,  where  tradition  fays,  Macbeth 
fat  as  on  a  watch-tower,  for  it  commands  a  more  comprehenfive  view  than  Dunfi- 
nane.  Here  his  fcout  might  be  placed,  who  brought  him  tbe  fatal  news  of  the  inarch 
of  Birnam  wood : 

Aa  I  ilid  Hand  my  watch  upon  the  hill, 
'  J  took'd  lowaid  Bimam,  and  anon,  metban^t 

Th«  wood  brgan  to  most  1 

On  the  plain  beneath  thefe  hills  are  feveral  other  monuments  of  antiquity,  fuch  as  a 
great  ftone  lying  on  the  ground,  ten  feet  long,  called  the  Long  Man's  Grave.  Here  are 
tflfo  feveral  tumuli  compofed  of  earth  and  hones  of  a  pyramidical  form,  called  here 
Lawes.  One  of  a  confiderable  fize,  near  a  gentleman's- feat,  called  Law-town,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  that  from  which  Macbeth  adminiflered  juflice  to  his  people.  No 
prince  ruled  with  more  equity  than  he  did  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign.  He  was  the 
firft  of  the  Scotiifli  monarchs  that  formed  a  code  of  laws,  which  were  duly  obferved 
during  his  government,  but  afterwards  were  neglected  or  forgotten,  as  Buchanan  fays, 
much  to  the  lofs  of  the  kingdom  in  general. 

Continue  our  ride  weftward.  Pafs  through  Perth.  Reach  Dupplin,  where  we 
'  continue  till  next  morning.  ~ 

Sept.  9.  Crofs  the  river  Earn, -at  Earn-bridge,  near  the  houfe  of  Moncriefj  keepon 
the  fouth  fide  of  Strathearn,  and  breakfaft  in  its  eadeni  extremity,  at  the  village  of 

Abernethy,  fcatcd  near  the  junftion  of  the  Earn  and  the  Tay,  and  once  the  capital 
of  the  Pidifli  kingdom.  The  origin  of  thefe  people  has  been  greatly  firigated  :  fome 
fuppofe  them  to  have  been  foreigners  imported  from  Scandinavia  f,  or  out  of  Saxony  - 
but  apparently  without  any  foundation.  There  is  no  reafon  to  imagine  them  to  have  had 
any  other  origin- than  from  the  Caledonians,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  cojjntry. 
They  were  the  unconquered  part,  who,  on  the  death  of  Severus,  recovered  from  his 
fons  the  conquelts  of  the  father,  who  haraffed  the  Romans  and  fouthern  Britons  with 
frequent  excurfions,  and  who,  with  their  kindred  Scots,  on  the  retreat  of  tbe  Romans, 
forced  their  confinement,  now  called  Graham's-dike,  and  with  irrefiftible  fury  extended 
their  dominions  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Humber. 

Two  kingdoms  had  been  erefted :  the  one  ftyled  that  of  the  Pi-^ls,  (he  other  that 
of  the  Scots.    Each  of  them  were  new  names :  the  firrt  that  mentions  the  Pifts  is 

*  Buchanan,  lib.  vti.  c.  11.  t  SliUingflect,  qiiotcd  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  79. 

Eun^us 
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Eumei^us  the  panegyrifl,  who  wrote  in  309,  and  the  firft  wht>  fyttUta  of  the  Scots  is. 

AmmiaDus  Marcellinus. 

The  words  are  of  Cehic  origin '.  'PiGt  is  derived  from  Pideich  *,  orPi^ch^  a  jAtm- 
derer  or  thief :  it  was  be{lowed  on  them  by  their  fouthem  neighbours,  who  probably 
experienced  the  cruelty  of  their  excurfions.  '^The  Caledonian  offspring  accepted  the 
title,  as  it  conveyed,  in  their  idea,  an  addition  of  honour  indead  of  in^my;  for  the 
northern  nations,  from  the  earlieft  antiq'iity,  held  robbery  to  have  been  honourable ; 
nor  does  that  opinion  feem  to  be  worn  out  to  this  day  with  Ibme  of  the  northern 
princes. 

The  kingdom  of  the  V'l&a  wgs  on  the  eaftern  parts  of  North  Britain  ;  thaf  of  the  Scots 
on  the  wedern.  The  laft  derived  their  name  from  Scottan,  afmallflockf,  or  from 
Scuite,  wanderers  J.  The  firll:  perhaps  from  their  making  inroads  in  foaall  parties,  the 
lall  from  their  acknowledged  way  bi  life,  rannirt^  about  feeking  whom  they  might  de-  . 
vour.  As  foon  as  thefe  two  nations  had  cllablifhed  a  power,  wars,  attended  with 
various  fuccefs,  arofe  between  them:  at  length  the  Scots  proved"  vi&oriotis;  diey 
totally  fubdued  their  Pi£tilh  neighbours,  cut  off  multitudes,  forced  numbers  to  fly 
afaroad.isr  fecairityj  overturned  their  kingdom,  incorporated  the  faw  which  were  left, 
and  made  their  very  name  to  ceaie. 

Tha|  the  Romans  might  alfo  give  the  name  of  Pifti  to  the  Briufli  nations  from  the 
cuftom  of  painting  their  bodies  with  woad  and  other  dyes  is  incontsftible,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  is  denied  by  many  of  the  Scottith  authors.  Tliey  argue  from  the  inconfiftency 
of  the  Roman  writers,  fome  of  whom  aflert  that  the  Britons  went  naked,  others  that 
they  were  cloathed  tn  Mns,  others  with  garments  called  BrachEc.  That  any  were  fo 
wretched  as  to  be  deditute  of  cloathing  in  this  fevere  climats  is  very  improbable  :  no 
northern  nations  yet  difcovered,  were  ever  found  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  nature.  But,  fay  the 
former,  as  the  Britons  were  cloathed,  why  (hould  they  give  themfelves  tht  trouble  of 
adorning  their  bodies  with  paintings,  fince  they  could  neither  fliew  them  through  vanity 
to  their  friends,  or  as  objects  of  terror  to  their  enemies  ?  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  caufe  of 
cuftoms  in  fuch  diflant  periods  ;  but  we  know  at  prefent,  from  recent  authority,  that  there 
are  two  nations,  who  to  this  day  retain  the  cuftom  of  painting  their  bodies,  and  fome  of 
them  the  mofl  concealed  parts,  which  they  are  as  averfe  to  expoAng  as  any  European. 
Both  of  thefe  people  are  cloathed  :  thofe  of  Otaheite  have  one  kind  of  drefs  ;  the  new 
Zealanders  another.  In  diftant  ages  thc-y  may  leave  off  the  cuftom  of  tattowing 
their  fltins  ;  and  the  authority  of  our  modern  voyages  become  as  difpntabie  as  thofe  of 
Caefar,  Dion  Caffius,  or  Herodian,  are  with  fome  later  writers.  But  ihai  the  painted 
bodies  of  our  anceffors  might  be  capable  of  Unking  terror  into  their  enemies  is  very  cer- 
tain ;  for  in  an  adion  they  freed  §  themfelves  from  the  incumbrances  of  the  loofer 
garments,  and  part  at  lead  of  their  bodies  painted  with  wild  fancy,  was  left  expofed  td 
the  view  of  the  aftoni(hed  foe. 

I  could  not  hear  that  there  were  the  lead  remains  of  antiquity  at  Abemethy  that 
could  be  attributed  to  its  ancient  poffeffors.  The  Pifts  have  left  memorials  of'^  their 
feat  at  Inch-tuthel,  and  marks  of  their  retreats  in  time  of  danger  on  the  fummit  of 
many  a  hill.  Above  the  houfe  of  Moncrief,  on  Mordun  hill,  is  a  fafmefs,  formed  by  a 
bulwark  of  ftones,  furrounding  about  two  acres  of  groljnd,  which  might  have  been  (he 
citadel  of  Abemethy,  the  refuge  of  its  inhabitants  in  rime  of  war,  at  lead  of  its  women* 
its  children  ||,  and  its  cattle,  while  the  warriors  kept  the  held  to  repel  the  enemy. 

•  H<nry'»  Hiftory  of  Britain,  i.  195.  +  Doflor  Macpherfon,  108. 

t  Henry's  Hiltory  of  Biitain,  i.  193.  S  Mr,  Jutiet  Macphcrfoa,  115, 

II  Conjugci  ac  liberoain  loca  tula  tranifcrrent.    Tacttui  Vit.  Agricolx,  c  17, 
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Hare  i»  indeed. a' round  tower  like  that  of  Brechin  ;  but  I  am  more  wtliiDg  to  give 
thefe  edifices  to  the  IriOi  than  ths  P'lSts,  The  Scots  have  fufiident  remains  of  antiquity 
t*  forgive  this  conceffioa :  the  tower  at  Aberoethy  is  uncovered  ;  the  height  within  is 
ieventy-two  feet  J  the  inner  diatueter eight  feet  two;  the  thicknefs  of  the  wall  at  top 
two  feet  feven ;  at  bottom  three  feet  four ;  the  circumference  near  the  ground  forty- 
ieren*  TVithm  is,  at  prefeot,  a  bell,  platforms^  and  ladders,  like  that  in  the  capital  o£ 
Angus. 

8t.  Brigid]  a  virgin  of  Caithnefs,  herefirft  dedicated  herfelfto  the  fervicesof  hearen, 
not  with  vows  frail  as  human  nature,  but  with  a  refolu^e  perfeverance  in  the  duties  of 
the  monalUc  life :  and  with  her  nine  others  adopted  the  fame  courfe  *.  At  this  place 
file  died  in  513,  and  left  fuch  a  reputation  for  piety,  "  that  the  moll  extravagant  bo* 
nours  were  paid  to  her  memory.  The  Hebrides  paid  her  divine  honours  :  to  her  the 
greateft  number  of  their  churches  were  dedicated  :  from  her  they  had  oracular  Te^ 
fponfes  i  by  the  divinity  of  St.  Brigid,  was  one  of  their  mod  folemn  oaths :  to  her  they 
devoted  the  firft  day  of  February,  and  in  the  evening  of  that  fefUval  perfonned  many 
ilrange  ceremoniesra  a  Druidical  and  moft  fuperdiiious  kind  f." 

Here  were  preferred  her  reliques  ;  here,  in  honour  of  her,  was  founded  ftCoUcjiate 
church ;  and  this  place  was  a  bifhoprick,  the  metropolitan  of  all  Scotfaadf  till  it  was  ift 
840  tranflated  to  St.  Andrew's  by  Kenneth  IH.,  after  his  victory  over  the  FS6b  (.  Be- 
fore which  it  was  a  populous  dty,  givenl>yNe£tanus,kingo£  the  Pi^,  is- God  and  St; 
Brigid,  till  the  day  of  judgment  $. 

Afceed  the  Ochii  bills,  and  in  lefe  than  two  miles  crofe  a  rivulet,  and  enter  mtothe 
fiiireof  Fife ;  the  neareltor  molt  foutherly  part  of  the  Roman  Caledonia,  the  OthoUnia 
and  the  B.0&  of  the  Fids|.  The  Forth-ever  or  Over  of  the  Saxons^and  the  Fife  of 
the  prefent  time ;  the  laft  from  Fifiis  Duffus,  a  warrior  of  the  country. 

Near  the  jundion  of  Fife  and  Strathern,  not  tar  from  the  fpot  I  pafled,  is  Mugdrum 
erofs,  an  upright  pillar,  wkh  fculptures  on  each  lide,  much  defaced  ;  but  dill  may  be 
traced  ffguree  of  horfemen,  and  beneath  them  certain  animals..  Near  this  place  Itood 
the  erofs  of  the  famous  ^^cduff,  Thane  of  Fife,  of  which  nothing  but  the  pedellal 
has  been  left  for  above  a  century  pall.  On  it  were  infcribed  certain  Macu^^nic  va^es, 
a  flrange  jai^on,.preferved  both  by  Sibbald  ^  and  Gordon  **.  Mr,  Cunningham,  who 
wrote  an  e&y  on  the  crofs,  tranlktes  the  lines  into  a  grant  of  Malcolm-  Canmore,  to 
the  Earl  of  Fife,  offeveral  emoluments  and  privileges ;  among  others,  bestows  it  to  be 
a  fa&£hiary  to  any  of  Macduff's  kindred,  within  the  ninth  degree,  who  Ifaall  be  acquitted 
of  any  man>llaugbter,  on  flying  to  this  crofs,  and  paying  nine  cows  and  a  heifer  jf. 

Defcend  the  Ochil  hills,  and  arrive  in  a  pretty  valley,  called  tiie  ftrath  of  Eden^ 
bounded  on  the'fouth  by  the  Lomond  hills,  and  watered  by  the  river  Eden.  Go 
through  a  fmalL  town,.and  after  crofTmg  the  vale,  reach 

Falkland;  another  fmatl  town,  made  a  royal  buVgh  by  James  H.  in  145S.  Here 
flood  one  of  the  feats  (of  the  Macduffs,  Eatls  of  Fife.  On  the  attainder  of  Murdo 
Stuart,  feventeenth  Earl,  it  became  forfeited  to  the  crown  in  1424.  James  V.  wbe 
grew  very  fond  of  the  place,  enlarged  and  improved  it.  The  remains  evince  its  former 
magnificence  and  elegance,  and  the  fine  tafle  of  the  princely  archited.  The  gateway  is 
placed  between  two  fine  rouiid  towers;  on  the  light  hand  joins  the  chapel,  whofe  roof  is 
of  wood,  handfomely  gilt  and  painted,  but  in  a  moft  ruinous  condition.    Beneath  are 

*  Spotfwood'fi  Hift.  Ch.  Scotland,  1 1.  ti.    Boethiai,  lib.  x.  p.  i8i. 

f  Doctor  MacplicrfoD)  239.  X  Keith's  Bilhopi  1.  i  Cimdeti.  1148.  Edit.  1713. 

I  Boeihius,  lib.  iv.  p.  61.    Sibbald,  Fife,  1.  f  SibbiU,  Fife,  91,  93. 

••  Cordon,  164.  tt  Camden,  iaj6. 
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(everal  apartments.  The  front  next  to  the  court  was  beautifully  adorned  with  ftatues, 
heads  ih  bas-relief,  and  elegant  columns,  not  reducible  to  any  order,  but  of  fine  pro- 
portion, with  capitals  approaching  the  Tonic  fcrol.  Beneath  feme  of  thefe  pillars  was 
infcribed.  1.  R.  M.  C  i537>  or  Jacobus  Rex.    Maria  de  Guife. 

This  place  was  alfo  a  WTourite  ^efidence  of  James  VI.  on  account  of  the  fine  park, 
and  plenty  of  deer.  The  eaft  fide  was  accidentally  bamt  in' the  time  of  Charles  II.  ani 
the  park  ruined  during  CromwelTs  ufurpation,  when  the  floe  oaks  were  cut  down  in- 
order  to  build  the  fort  at  Perth..    ' 

In  the  old  caftle  was  cruelly  (tarred,  by  the  villany  of  his  uncte  the  Duke  of  Albany, 
David  Duke  of  Rothefay,  fon  to  Robert  III.  For  a  time  his  life  was  prolonged-  by  the 
charity  of  two  women ;  the  one  Aipplying  him  with  oaten  cakes,  conveyed  to  him. 
through*  the  priTon  grates  :  the  other,  a  wet  nurfe,  with  milk,  conveyed  by  means  of  a. 
pipe.  Both  were  detefled,  and  both  moft  barbarouily  put  to  death  •.  The  death  of 
this  Prince  occafioned  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  The  murderers  were  acquitted  ;  and 
pardoned  :  certainly  the  innocent  would  never  have  required  fuchfecurityf. 

Near  the  prefent  palace  are  feveral'  houfes,  marks  of  the  munificence  of  James  VT. 
who  built  and  beftowed  them  on  his  attendants,  who  acknowledge  his  bounty  by  grate- 
'  ful  mfcriptions  on  the  walls,  moftly  in  this  (lyle  : 

**  AI  praife  to  God  and  thankis  to  the  moft  excellent  monarehe  of  Great  Britane  of 
vhofe  princelie  liberalitie  this  is  my  portioune.     Nicol  Moncrief.    1610."' 

Continue  our  journey  along  the  pl^,  which  is  partly-arable,  partly  a  heath  of  un- 
common flatnefs,  darkened  with  prodigious  plantations  of  Scotch  pines.  In  the 
midft  is  Melvil,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melvil ;  a  fine  houfe,  with  nine  win- 
dows in  front,  defigned  by  the  famous  Sir  William  Bruce,  -and  executed  by  Mr.  J^mes 
Smith,  and  built  in  1692. 

The  noble  owner  js  defcended,  by  the  female  Ime,  fronf  Alexander  Lefly,  firft  of  the 
title  J  a  gallant  and  mofttrufted  officer,  under  the  great  Guftavus  Adolphus.  To  him 
he  gave  the  defence  of  Stralfund,  when  befieged  by  the  Imperialifts,  whofe  commander, 
the  impious  or  the  frantic  Walftein,  fwore  he  would  take  the  "place  though  it  hung  in 
the  air  from  heaven  by  a  chain  of  adainant  { :  but  Lefly  difapointed  his  rodomontade. 
On  bis  return  to  Scotland  he  headed  the  covenanting  army,  during  part  of  the  civil 
wars,  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  victory  of  Mardon-moor,  in  1 644.  After  die  death 
of  Charles  I.  he  favoured  the  loyal  party,  was  imprifoned,  and  fufiered  fequeftratkm  v  . 
fb  little  did  the  par^ament  refpe£t  his  former  fervices.  A  neat  mbiature  of  him  is  pre- 
fcrved  here,  and  a  fine  medal  given  him  by  Guftavus,  for  his  brave  defence  of  Stralfund. 

Gullavus  himfelf,  at  full  length,  in  a  fhort  buff  coat.  This  portraitjs  an  original,, 
brought  out  of  Germany  by  the  General. 

George,  Earl  of  Melvil,  Lord  High  Commiffioner  in  i  6qo,  a  pod  he  received  as  a 
reward  for  his  fufferings  in  1 683,  when  he  had  the  honour  of  being  accufed  of  corre- 
f^nding  with  the  virtuous  Lord  Ruflel ;  was  obliged'  to  fly  into  Holland,  and,  on  re- 
fufing  to  appear  on  being  cited^  fufiered,  till'  the  revolution,  the  forfeiture  of  hisdlate. 

David,.Earl  of  Leven,  commander  of  the  forces  in  North-Britam,  from  1706  ta 
1710,  a  &ne  half-Jength,  in  armour,  looking  over  his  flloulder.  By  Sh:  John  de 
Medina. 

In  the  garden  is  a  fquare  tower,  one  <^  the  fummer  retreats  of  cardinal  Beaton ;  and; 
near  it  is  Cardan's  weQ,  named  from  the  celebrated  phylidan,  who  in  1559J  was  fent 

•  Vide  Sir  Dnid'DalrynjpIe^i  ranukf  An  Hlft.  Scotland,  178. 

t  SucbtMii,  lib.  *.  c.  10.  t  Han'i  LUcof  tiuftavaa,  i.  99, 
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for  from  Milan,  to  Hamilton,  archbifliop  of  St.  Andrew's,  who  was  here  ill  of  an  afthma. 
Cardan  effefted  his  cure  but  to  preferve  him  for  a  mod  ignominious  fate,  which  the  phy. 
fician,  by  calling  the  nativity  of  bis  patient,  foretold.  The  prelate' was  afterwards  hang, 
ed  on  a  live  tree  at  Stirling,  and  the  following  cruel  farcafm  compofed  on  the  occafion : 

Vite  diu,  felix  arbor,  remperque  vircto 
Frondtbus,  ut  nobis  talis  pom*  fnai. 

September  lo.  I*eave  Melvil.  The  country  is  well  improved,  indofed,  and  fenced 
with  cjuickfet  hedges.  Pafs  by  Dairfie  church,  and  caftellated  houfe.  The  church  is 
ancient,  but  of  elegant  architecture  ;  the  tower  polygonal,  terminating  in  a  fpire.  It  is 
built  at  the  edge  of  an  eminence,  over  the  river  Eden,  wliich  wafiies  a  beautiful  bottom. 
The  view  from  it  of  the  bridge,  the  church,  and  houfe,  are  uncommonly  pleafrng.. 
The  eftate  of  Dairfie  was  once  the  property  of  the  fee  of  St.  Andrew's,  but  in  1550  was 
feued  out  to  Lamont  of  Darfie,  to  be  held  by  duty  paid  to  this  day.  It  was  afterwards 
fold  to  archbiftiop  Spotfwood. 

After  paffing  over  a  barren  moor,  have  a  moft  extenfive  view.  Beneath  on  the  north 
is  the  Eden,  difcharging  itfelf  into  a  fmall  bay  under  Gair-bridge,  confifling  of  fix 
arches,  built  by  Henry  Wardlaw,  bifhop  of  St.  Andrew's,  who  died  in  1440  :  beyond 
is  the  eftuary  oftheTay,  great  part  of  the  county  of  Angus,  terminating  with  the  Red- 
head, which,  with  Fifenefs  in  this  county,  forms  the  great  bay  of  St.  Andrew's.  Full  in 
front,  at  the  bottom  of  a  long  defcent,  appears  the  city,  placed  at  the  extremity  of  a 
plain  at  the  water's  edge.  Its  numerous  towers  and  fpires  gives  it  an  air  of  vail  magiu> 
ficence,  and  ferve  to  raife  the  expeftaiion  of  ftrangers  to  the  higheft  pitch.  On  entering 
-  the  weft  port,  a  well-built  (Ireet,  flrait,  and  of  a  valt  length  and  breadth,  appears  ;  but 
[o  grafs  grown,  and  fuch  a  dreary  folitude  lay  before  us,  that  it  formed  the  perfe^  idea 
of  having  been  laid  wade  by  the  peflilence. 

On  a  farther  advance,  the  towers  and  fpires,  which  at  a  diftance  afforded  fuch  an 
appearance  of  grandeur,  on  the  near  view  Oiewed  themfelves  to  be  the  aweful  remains 
of  the  magnificent,  the  pious  works  of  pafl  generations.  A  foreigner,  ignorant  of  the 
hillory  of  this  country,  would  naturally  inquire,  what  calamity  has  this  city  undergone  ? 
hasitfufiered  a  bombardment  fromfome  barbarous  enemy  ?  or  has  it  not,  like  Lifbon,  felt 
the  more  inevitable  fury  of  a  convulfive  earthqiuke  ?  but  how  great  is  the  horror  on  re- 
flefUng,  that  this  deftruQion  was  owing  to  the  more  barbarous  zeal  of  a  minifier,  who, 
by,  his  difcourfcs,  firit  enBamed,  and  then  permitted  a  furious  crowd  to  overthr6w  edi> 
fices,  dedicated  to  that  very  Being  he  pretended  to  honour  by  their  ruin.  The  cathe- 
dral  was  the  labour  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  years,  a  building  that  did  honour  to  the  coun- 
try :  yet  in  June  1559,  John  Knox  eifc£lcd  its  demolition  m  a  fingle  day. 

If  we  may  credit  legend,  St.  Andrew's  owes  its  origin  to  a  lingular  accident.  St. 
R^ulus,  or  St.  Rule,  as  he  is  often  called,  a  Gre:-k  of  Achaia,  was  warned  by  a  vifion 
to  -feave  his  native  country,  and  vifit  Albion,  an  ifle  pbced  in  the  remotelt  part  of  the 
world  i  and  to  take  with  him  the  arm-bone,  three  fingers,  and  three  toes  of  St.  Andrew. 
He  obeyed,  and  letting  fail  with  his  companions,  alter  being  grievoufly  tempell-tofl, 
was  in  570  at  length  fliip-wrecked  on  the  coafls  of  Otholinia,  in  the  territory  of  Her- 
gullus,  King  or  the  Pids.  His  majelly  no  fooner  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  pious 
Arangers,  and  their  precious  reliques,*than  he  gave  orders  for  their  reception,  prefented 
the  faiiu  with  his  own  palace,  and  built  it  neu  the  church,  which  to  this  day  bears  the 
name  of  Regulus. 

The  place  was  then  flyled  Mucrofs  j  or,  the  land  of  boars :  all  round  was  foreft,  and 
the  lauds  beftowed  on  tlie  faint  were  called  Byrehid.    The  boars  equalled  in  fize  the 

Eryman- 
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EryoUinthiaD ;  as  a  proof,  two  tufes  were  chained  to  the  altar  of  St.  Andrew,  each  fix- 
teen  inches  long,  and  four  thick.  But  Re^ulus  changed  the  name  to  that  of  Kilry- 
mont:  here  he  edablilhedthefirflchrinianpriefts  of  this  country,  the  Culdees;  a  word 
which  fome  derive  from  cultoret  Dei,  or  worfhippers  of  God  j  others  with  more  iufiicc, 
from  KeUdei,  or  dwellers  in  cells.  Thefe  had  the  power  of  chufing  their  own  bifhop, 
or  overfeer,  profefled  for  a  long  time  a  monadic  life,  and  a  pure  and  uncorrupt  religion, 
and  withltood  the  power  of  the  popes.  But  David  1.  fiding  with  his  holinefs  in  a  dif< 
pute  between  the  Culdees  and  the  prior  and  canons  of  St.  Andrew's,  about  the  right  of 
chufing  a  bifliop,  -would  have  engaged  the  former  to  admit  the  laft  to  partake  of  the 
powers  of  eleflion  ;  but  on  their  refufal  entirely  diverted  them  of  their  right.  From 
that  time  their  authority  ceafed,  and  probably  their  order,  notwithrtanding  they  are 
mentioned  again  in  1298,  as  oppoGng  the  eleftion  of  Lamberton,  and  even -appealing 
to  the  pope  -,  a  fign  ttut  the  original  doctrine  of  the  Culdees  was  loft,  and  that  thofe 
were  only  fecular  priefts,  who  rounded  their  pretenfions  to  vote  on  the  ancient  urage 
of  their  predecefibrs.    The  prior  and  canons  after  this  retained  the  right  of  eleftion, 

■  This  church  was  fupreme  in  the  kingdotn  of  the  Pi£ls,  Ungus  having  granted  to 
God  and  St.  Andrew  that  it  fiiould  be  the  head  and  mother  of  all  the  churches  in  his 
dominions  •.  This  was  the  prince  who  firft  direfled  that  the  crofs  of  St.-Andrew  fiiould 
become  the  badge  of  the  country.  In  518,  after  the  conqueft  of  thePicls,  he  removed 
(he  epifcopal  fee  to  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  bilhop  was  ftyled  Maximus  Scotorum  Epifcopus. 
In  1441  it  was  erefled  into  an  archbifhoprick,  by  Sextus  IV.,  at  the  intercelfion  of 
James  III.  In  1606  the  priory  was  fupprelTed,  and  the  power  of  ele6lion,  in  1617,  trans- 
ferred to  eight  bilhops,  the  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  college,  the  archdeacon,  the  vicars 
of  St.  Andrew's,  Leuchars,  and  Coupar. 

The  cathedral  was  founded  in  1161  by  bifhop  Arnold,  but  many  years  ekpfed  till  it 
attained  its  full  magnificence,  it  not  being  completed  before  1318.  Its  length,  from, 
eaft  to  weft,  was  three  hundred  and  feventy  feet ;  of  the  tranfept,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-two.  Of  this  fuperli  pile  nothing  remains  but  part  of  the  ea(l  and  weft  ends* 
and  of  the  fouth  fide  ;  with  fach  fuccefs  and  expedidon  did  facrilege  effed  its  ruin. 

Near  the  eaft  end  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Regains,  a  ftngular  edifice.  The  tower  is  a 
lofty  equilateral  quadrangle,  of.  twenty  feet  each  fide,  and  a  hundred  and  three  high. 
The  body  of  the  chapel  remains,  but  the  two  fide-chapets  are  ruined.  The  arches  of 
the  windows  and  doors  are  round,  fome  even  form  more  than  femi-circles ;  a  proof  of 
the  antiquity  :  but  I  cannot  admit  Herguftus,  to  whom  it  is  attributed,  to  have  been  the 
founder. 

The  priory  was  founded  by  Alexander  I.  In  i  [23,  and  the  monks  (canons  regular  ~ 
of  St.  Augufline)  were  brought  from  Scone  in  11 40,  by  Robert  bilhop  of  this  fee.  By 
aft  of  parliament,  in  the  time  of  James  I.,  the  prior  hid  precedence  of  all  abbots  and 
priors,  and  on  the  days  of  feftival  wore  a  mitre,  and  all  epifcopal  ornaments  t-  De- 
pendent on  this  priory  were  thofe  of  I.ochleven,  Portmoak,  Monimuflt,  the  ille  of  May» 
and  Piitenween,  each  origmally  a  feat  of  ihe  Culdees. 

The  revenues  of  the  houfe  were  vaft,  viz.  In  money,  2337I.  as.  lojd.  38  chaldrons> 
I  boll,  3  firlots  of  wheat;  13a  ch.  7  bolls  of  bear  j  114  ch.  3  bolls,  i  peck  of  meal i 
i5i.ch.  lobolis,  I  firiot,  1  peck  and  a  half  of  oars;  3  ch.  7  bolls  of  peas  and  beans  f 
480  acres  of  land  alfo  belonged  to  it. 

Nothing  remains  of  the  priory  except  the  waHs  of  the  precinft,  which  ihew  its  vafl 
extent.  In  one  part  is  a  moll  artlefs  gateway,  formed  only  of  feven  ftones.  This  incla* 
fure  begins  near  the  cathedral,  and  extends  to  the  fliofe. 


•  CuadcD,  1133:  t  Keith,  »37. 
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The  other  relgtous  houfes  were,  one  of  Dominicans,  founded  in  1 374  by  bifliop 
MTifliart ;  another  of  Obfervantints,  founded  by  biOiop  Kennedy,  and  dnilhed  by  his 
fuccefibr,  Patrick  Graham,  in  1478 }  and,  according  to  fome,  the  Carmelites  had  a 
fourth. 

Immediately  above  the  harbour  Rood  the  collegiate  church  of  Kirk-heagh,  originally 
founded  by  Conflantine  III.,  who,  retiring  from  the  world,  became  here  a  Culdee. 
From  its  having  been  firil  built  on  a  rock,  it  was  ftyled  Preepofitura  Jan&a  Maria 
4erupe,  ■ 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  city  are  the  poor  remains  of  the  caflle,  on  a  rock  overlooking 
rfie  fea.  This  fortrefs  was  founded,  in  1 40 1 ,  by  bifliop  Trail,  who  was  buried  near  the 
fcighaltar  of  the  cathedral,  with  this  Angular  ^taph : 

*  Hie  fuit  ecclcliic  dircSa  calumna,  fcncftra 

Lucida,  Thuribuluni  redolent,  campana  fonora. 

,  The  entrance  of  the  caftle  is  ftiH  to  be  feen ;  and  the  window  is  fliewn  out  of  which 
It  is  pretended  that  cardinal  Beaton  leaned  to  glut  his  eyes  with  the  cruel  martyrdom 
of  George  Wi&art,  who  was  burnt  on  a  fpot  beneath.  Itiis  is  one  of  thofe  relations 
whofe  verity  we  fliould  doubt,  and  heartily  wilh  there  was  no  truth  in  it  * ;  and,  on 
enquiry,  we  may  confole  ourTelves  that  this  is  founded  on  puritanical  bigotry,  and  in- 
vented out  of  hatred  to  a  perfecutor  fuiEciently  detcftable  on  other  accounts.  Beaton 
was  the  director  of  thepcrfecution,  and  the  caufe  of  the  death  of  that  pious  man;  and 
in  this  caftJe,  in  May  1 546,  he  met  with  the  reward  of  his  cruelty.  "ITie  patience  of  a 
fierce  age,  as  the  able  Dr.  Robertfon  obferres,  was  worn  out  by  this  ne&rious  deed. 
Private  revenge,  inflamed  and  faa£lified  by  a  h\(e  zeal  for  religion,  quickly  found  a  fit 
inllrument  in  Norman  Lefly,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Rothes.  The  attempt  was  as 
bold  as  it  was  luccefsful.  The  cardinal  at  that  tinje,  perhaps  inOigated  by  his  fears, 
was  adding  new  llrength  to  Uie  caftle,  and,  in  the  oi»nion  of  the  age,  rendering  it 
impregnable.  Sutteen  perfons  undertook  to  fuiprise  k:  they  entered  the  gates, 
which  were  left  (^eo  by  the  workmen,  early  in  the  monung,  turned  out  his  retinue 
without  confufion,  and  forced  open  the  door  of  the  cardinal's  apartment,  which 
be  had  barricadoed  on  the  firft  alarm.  The  confpirators  found  him  feated  in  bis  chair ; 
*hey  transfixed  him  with  their  fwords,  and  he  exjHred,  crying,  "lamaprieft!  ie!  fie! 
all  is  gone !"  He  merited  his  death,  but  the  manner  was  indefenfible,  as  is  candidly 
admitted  by  his  enemy,  the  hiftorian  and  poet,  Sir  David  LindTay : 

Ai  for  thi*  cardinal,  I  grant) 

He  w*3  ■  man  we  m^ht  welt  inutj 

God  will  fiirgive  it  foon.  ' 

But  of  a  truth  the  {both  -to  faj, 
Aitho'  ttie  loon  be  well  away. 

The  fa£t  wat  fouUj  done. 

The  confpirators  were  inftantly  befieged  ia  the  cafHe  by  the  regent.  Earl  of  Arran  • 
and,  notwithllanding  they  had  acquired  no  greater  ftrength  than  a  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  reftfled  all  his  efforts  for  five  months  :  at  lengA  they  furrendered,  on  the  regent 
engaging  to  procure  for  them  an  abfolntion  from  the  pope,  and  a, pardon  from  the 
Scottifh  parliament. 

I  fliall  ftep  (rather  out  of  courfe)  to  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  remarkable  for  the 
jnonument  of  a  prelate,  whofe  life  and  death  bears,  in  fome  refpefts,  a  great  fimilitude 

•  Brewn'i  Vulgar  Error*. 
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to  that-of  the  cruel  Beaton.  '  Archbifhop  Sharp  was  originally  bred  a  rigid  prefbyterian, 
had  the  full  confidence  of  the  party,  and  was  entrufted  with  their  interefts  at  the  time 
of  the  ReRoration.  Tempted  by  the  fplendour  of  the  prefennents  of  our  church,  he 
apostatized  from  his  own,  received  in  reward  the  archbithoprick  of  St  Andrew's,  and, 
as  is  commonly  the  cafe  with  converts,  became  a  violent  perfecutor  of  his  deferted 
brethren.  His  career  was  Hopped  in  1 679.  Nine  enthufiafts,  fome  of  them  men  of  for- 
tune, inftigated  by  no  private  revenge^bound  themfelves  by  vow  to  facrifice  him  to  the 
fufferings  of  their  feil.  They  had  enquired  the  Lord's  mind  anent,  i.  e.  concerning  the 
murder,  and  the  word  bore  in  upon  them,  **  Go  and  profper*,"  On  the  third  of 
May  they  met  him  in  his  coach  on  Magus-moor,  four  miles  from  the  city,  accompanied 
by  bis  daughter.  As  foon  as  he  faw  himfelf  purfued,  he  gave  up  all  hopes  of  life,  was 
taken  out  of  his  carriage,  and,  ainidft  the  cries  and  entreaties  of  the  lady,  mofl  crueltjr 
and_  butcherly  murdered.  He  died  with  the  intrepidity  of  a  hero,  and  the  piety  of  a 
chridian,  praying  for  the  alTaflins  with  his  latefl  breath  !  The  murderers  all  retired  to 
feparate  prayer ;  and  one  of  them,  WUiiam  Daniel,  after  prayer,  told  them  all  that 
the  Lord  had  faid  unto  him,  '*  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervantsf." 

The  monument  is  very  magnificent :  in  the  lower  part  is  reprefented  the  manner  of  . 
his  death  i  in  the  middle  the  prelate  is  placed  kneeling,  the  milre.  and  crofier  falling 
from  him  ;  an  angel  is  fubilituting,  inftead  of  the  firR,  a  crown  of  glory,  with  theallu* 
five  words,  pro  tnitra  ;  and  above  is  the  bas  relief  of  a  falling  church,  fopported  by  the 
figure  of  the  archbifliop.  This  piece  of  flattery  is  attended  with  as  flattering  an  epitaph'^ 
the-difputahle  par^  of  his  life  are  fully  related ;  his  undoubted  charity  and  deeds  of 
alms  omitted. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Sa^vator  is  a  mofl  beautiful  tomb  of  biOiop  Kennedy,  who  died* 
an  honour  to  his  family,  in  1 466.  I'he  Gothic  work  b  uncommonly  elegant.  Within 
the  tomb  were  di&overed  fix  magnificent  maces,  which  had  been  concealed  here  ia 
troublefutne  times.  One  was  given  to  each  of  the  other  three  Scotch  univerQties,  and 
three  are  preTerved  here.  In  the  top  is  reprefented  our  Saviour ;  around  are  angels, 
with  the  inftruments  of  the  paflion. 

With  thefeare  Ihewn  tome  filrer  arrows,  with  large  filver  plates  affixed  t9  them,  aa 
which  ate  infcribed  the  arms  and  names  oi  the  noble  youth,  vidors  in  the  annual  coov 
petitions  in  the  generous  art  of  archery,  which  were  dr<^  btft  a  few  years  ago )  and 
golf  is  now  the  reigning  game.  That  fport  and  football  were  formerly  prohibited,  as 
nfelefs  and  unprofitable  to  the  public  ;  and  at  all  weapon  fchawiogs,  or  reviews  c^tha 
people,  it  was  ordered  diat  '**  fute-bal  and  golfe  be  utterly  crjed  down,  and  that  bow- 
markefl  be  maid  at  ilk  parifli  kirk,  a  pair  of  buttes  and  fchutting  be  ufed.  And  that  ilk 
men  fchutte  fex  flholles  at  leafl,  under  the  paine  to  be  raiped  upon  them  that  curomis 
not,  at  lead  twa  pennyes  to  be  given  to  them  that  cummis  to  the  bow-markes  t« 
drinkej.'* 

The  town  of  St.  Andrew's  was  erefted  into  a  royal  borough  by  David  I.,  in  the  yeas 
1 140,  and  their  privileges  were  afterwards  confimed.  The  charter  a(  Malcolm  IV. 
is  pretrved  in  thetolbooth,  and  appears  written  on  a  bit  of  parchmsit ;  but  the  con- 
tents equally  valid  with  what  at  this  time  would  require  whole  ikins.  In  4his  place  is  to 
be  feen  the  monftrous  ax  that,  in  1646,  took  off  the  heads  of  Sat  Robert  S^tfwoo4 
and  other  diflinguifiied  loyalilts,  for  the  wretched  preachers  had  declared  that  God  rer 
quired  their  blood.    Here  are  kept  the  filver  keys  of  the  city,  ^hich,  for  form  lake,  are 

«  RemarkroB'the  HiftaryoFScoUand,  by  Sir  Pavid  Dalrysiple,i(^.  .f  Ibid. 
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delivered  to  the  King  (hould  he  vifit  the  place,  or  to  a  vi^oHous  enemy,  in  token  of 
fubmidion.  It  underwent  a  fiege  in  1 337a  at  which  tlrue  it  was  poiTefled  by  the  En^lifli 
and  other  •partizans  of  Baliol ;  but  the  loyalifls,  under  the  EarU  of  March  and  Fife, 
madethemfelves  maftcrs  of  it  in  three  weeks,  by  {he  help  of  their  battering  machines. 
It  furrendered  on-terms  of  fecurity  to  the  inhabitants  as  to  life,  limbs,,and  fortune. 

The  city  ia  greatly  reduced  in  the  number  of  inhabitants ;  at  prefent  it  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeds two  thoufand.  There  is  no  certainty  of  the  fum  when  it  -was  the  feat  of  the  pri> 
mate,  and  in  the  fulnefs  of  its  glory.  All  we  know  is,  that  during  the  period  of  its 
fplendour  there  were  between  fixty  and  feventy  bakers ;  but  at  this  time  nine  or  ten  are 
fufficient  for  the  place.  The  circuit  of  this  city  is  a  mile,  and  contains  three  principal 
Areels.  The  trade  of  St.  Andrew's  was  alfo  once  very  confiderable.  I  am  informed 
that,  during  the  time:of  Cromwell's  ufurpation,  fixty  or  feventy  veflels  belonged  to  the 
port ;  at  prefent  only  one  of  any  ftze;  I'he  harbour  is  artificial,  guarded  by  piers, 
with  a  narrow  entrance  to  give  flielter  to  velTels  from  the  violence  of  a  moil  heavy  fea. 
The  manufa£lures  this  city  might  in  former  times  poffefs  are  now  reduced  to  one,  that 
of  golf'balts,  which,  trifling  as  it  may  feem,  maintains  feveral  people.  The  trade  is 
commonly  fatal  to  the  artifts,  for  the  balls  are  made  by  (luffing  a  great  quantity  of  feathers 
faito  a  leathern  cafe,  by  help  of  an  iron  rod,  with  a  wooden  handle,  prefled  agalnil  the 
bread,  wbicli  {eldom  rails  to  bring  on  a  confumptioo. 

Tbe  celebrated  univerfity  of  this  city  was  founded  in  141 1  by  biflu^  Wardlaw,  and 
the  next  year  he  obtained  from  Benedid  III.  the  bull  of  conBrmation.  It  confided  once 
of  three  colleges:  St.  Salvator's,  founded  in  1458  by  bifhop  Kennedy.  Thisisaband* 
fome  building,  with  a  court  or  quadrangle  within :  en  one  fide  is  the  church,  on  another 
the  library;  the  third  contains  apartments  for  ftudentsj  the  fourth  is  unfinifiied. 

St.  Leonard's  college  was  founded  by  piior  Hepburn  in  1513.  This  is  now  united 
with  the  laft,  and  the  buildings  fold,  and  convert;ed  Into  private  houfes. 

The  new,  or  St.  Mary's  college,  was  eftabliflied  by  archbifliop  Hamilton  in  1553  ; 
hnt  the  houfe  was  built  by  James  and  David  ^Bethune,  or  Beaton,  who  did  not  live  to 
complete  it.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fite  of  a  /chola  illujirit  long  before  the  efta- 
btiOiment  even  of  the  univerfity,  where  feveral  eminent  clergymen  tatight,  gratis,  the 
fciences  and  languages.  But  it  was  called  the  new  college,  becaufe  of  its  late  ere^oo 
into  a  divinity  college  by  the  archbifhop. 

The  univerfity  is  governed  by  a  chancellor,  an  office  originally  defigned  to  be  perpe- 
tually  veiled  in  the  archbifhops  of  St.  Andrew's,;  but  nnce  the  Reformation,  he  is 
elected  by  the  two  principals,  and  the  profeflbrs  of  both  the  colleges. 

The  prefent  chancellor  is  the  Earl  of  KinnouU,  who,  with  his  charaflCTillic  zeal  for 
promoting  all  good  works,  has  edablifhed  here  premiums,  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
Audents,  who  make  the  beft  figure  in  the  annual  exercifes.  The  effed  is  already  rery 
apparent,  in  exciting  the  Ambition  of  a  generous  youth  to  receive  thefe  marks  of  dif- 
tiu^on  that  will  hcmour  their  latefl  days. 

The  reflorw  the  next  great  officer,  to  whofe  care  is  committed  the  privileges,  difci- 
plH\^e,  and  (latutes  of  the  univerfity.  The  colleges  have  their  redors,  and  profefibrs  of 
different  fciences,  who  are  inde&tigable  in  their  attention  to  >the  inflrudion  of  the  flu- 
dents,  and  to  that  effentiat  article  their  morals.  This  place  poffe0es  feveral  very  great 
advantages  refpe£ting  the  education  of  youth.  The  air  is  pure  and  falubrious;  the 
place  for  exercife  dry  and  extenfive ;  the  exercifes  themfelves  healthy  and  innocent. 
The  univerfity  is  fixed  in  a  peninfutated  country,  remote  from  alt  commerce  with  the 
world,  the  haunt  of  diilipation.  From  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fociety  every  fludent's 
chara^er  is  perfedly  known.    No  little  irregularity  can  be  committed,  but  it  is 

X4  inflantly 

Digitized  by  Google 


PEHKAMt  8   SECOHD   TOOR   IN  SCOTLAND.  45I 

inftantly  difcovered  and  checked  :  Tice  cannot  attain  a  head  in  the  place,  for  the  incor- 
rigible are  never  permitted  to  remain  the  corruptors  of  the  refl.  ■ 

The  (ludents  may  be  boarded  in  the  colleges,  or  in  private  houfes,  or  in  thofe  of  the  ' 
profeflbrs.     The  price  at  the  colleges  is  only  eight  pounds  for  the  feflions,  which  lafls 
feven  months.     The  diet  is  very  good,  and  a  mafter  always  prefides  at  the  table. 

The  price  at  the  profeflbrs,  nr  at  private  houfes,  is  from  ten  to  twenty-five  pounds  a^ 
quarter.  I  obfefved  at  one  of  the  profeflbr's,  young  gentlemen  from  Bath,  from  Bour- 
deauz,  and  h'om  Bern  ;  aproof  of  the  exteiifive  reputation  of  the  univerfity,  notwith- 
Handing  the  fludents  are  far  from  numerous:  there  are  at  prefent  little  more  than  a 
hundred,  who  during  feflions  wear  red  gowns  without  flecves. 

Sept.  12.  Leave  St.  Andrew's;  afcead  a  hill,  and  .find  the  country  on  the  heights  very 
uncultivated,  and  full  of  moors.  Here  firfl  meet  With  collieries  on  this  fide  of  North  ■ 
Britain.  Defcend  into  a'traft  rich  in  corn,  and  enjoy  a  moft  extenfive  and  beautiful 
view  of  the  firth  of  Forth,  the  Bodotria  of  Tacitus.  The  Bafs  iiland,  with  the  ftiores  of 
Lothian,  extending  beyond  Edinburgh,  bound  the  fouthern  profpeft.  To  the  left,  a 
few  miles  from  the  coafl:  of  Fife,  appears  the  ifle  of  May,  about  a  mile  in  length,  inac- 
ceffible  on  the  weftern  fide,  on  the  eaftem  is  fafe  riding  for  ftips  in  wefterly  ftorms. 
This  ifle  tn  old  times  was  the  property  of  the  monks  of  Reading,  in  Torklhire  ;  and  in 
4t  David  I.  founded  a  cell,  dedicated  (o  all  the  faints,  who  were  afterwards  fuperfeded 
by  Adrian,  a  holy  man,  murdered  by  the  Danes  in  Fife,  and  buried  here.  By.hisinter- 
ceflion  the  barren  had  the  curfe  of  'fterility  removed  from  them  ;  and  great  was  the 
retort  hither  of  female  pilgrims. 

Tt  was  afterwards  annexed  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew's,  having  been  purchafed  by 
bifhop  Lamberton  for  that  purpofe,  m>m  the  religious  of  Reading,  m  defiance  of  ail  the 
remooilances  of  that  tremendous  monarch,  the  conqueror  of  Scotland.  In  later  tiines  a 
light-houfe  has  been  ere£ted  on  it. 

Reach  the  fliore  of  the  fine  bay  of  Largo ;  pals  by  the  lands  of  the  fame  name,  be<  ' 

flowed  in  1^82  by  JamesITI.  on  that  gallant  feaman,  his  faithful  fervant.  Sir  Andrew* 
Wood,  in  order  to  keep  his  (hip  in  trim.  With  two  fliips  he  attacked  and  took  five 
Englilh  men  of  war,  that  infefled  the  firth ;  and  foon  after  had  equal  fuccefs  againfl: 
another  fquadron,  fent  out  by  Henry  VII.  to  revenge  the  difgrace  *.  The  Scots,  during 
the  reigns  of  James  III.  and  IV.,  were  ftrong  rivals  to  England  in  maritime  affairs. 

Continue  my  ride  along  the  curvature  of  this  beautiful  bay,  and  meet  with  the  cheer- 
ful and  frequent  fuccefiion  of  towns,  chateaux^  and  of  well-managed  fiirms.  The  country 
'  is  populous  :  the  trade  is  coal  and  fait ;  the  laft  made  from  the  fea  water.  The  coal 
is  exported  chiefly  to  Campverc  and  Rotterdam,  and  'generally  oats  are  brought  back 
in  return. 

Go  through  the  village  of  Lundie.  In  a  field  not  far  diftant  are  three  vaft  upright 
ftones ;  the  largeft  is  fixteen  feet  high,  and  its  folid  contents  two  hundred  and  feventy. 
There  are  fragments  or  vefliges  of  three  others  ;  but  their  fituation  is  fuch  as  baffles 
any  attempt  to  guefs  at  the  form  of  their  original  difpofition  when  the  whole  was 
entire.  Near  this  place  the  Danes  met  with  a  confiderable  defeat  from  the  Scots,  under 
the  conduct  of  Macbeth  and  Banquo  :  it  is  therefore  probable  that  thefe  ftones  are 
monuments  of  the  vifiory.  Mr.  Dougal,  of  Kirkaldie,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fa- 
vour me  with  their  admeafurement,  gave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  caufing  the  earth  about 
them  to  be  exanuned,  and  found,  on  digging  about  four  feet  deq)*  fragments  of  human ' 
bones. 

■  Suffering  Stiu,  &c.  147. 
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Breakfaft  at  the  town  of  Levin,  on  the  water  of  tlie  ^me  name,  running  from  Loch- 
Ieven»  near  Elinrois.  The  mouth  forms  a  harbour,  where  at  high  water  velfels  of  a 
hundred  tons  may  enter.  Somewhat  farther  are  the  piers  of  Methel,  built  in  the  lall 
century  by  David  Earl  of  Wemys.  Go  through  the  villages  of  Buckhaven,  Wemys, 
and  Eafter-Wemys ;  all  in  the  beginning  of  the  lail  century  carrying  on  a  confiderable 
fiffaery.  On  an  eminence  impending  over  the  fea  is  the  houfe  of  Wemys,  the  feat  of 
the  ancient  family  of  that  name,  defcended  from  the  old  Earls  of  Fife.  The  place  de- 
rives its  title  from  the  various  caverns  in  the  cliSs  beneath.  I  forgot  to  mention,  that 
on  the  Ihores  near  St.  Andrew's,  and  on  different  parts  of  this  coaft,  is  found  that  beau- 
tiful plant,  the  palmonaria  mariiimat  or  fea  buglofs,  one  uf  the  moil  elegant  in  our  IHand. 
It  is  frequent  alfo  among  the  Hebrides  ;  and  immediately  attracts  the  eye  by  Its  fine 
glaucous  colour,  and  by  the  fine  red  and  blue  flowers  which  enliven  the  dreary  beach. 

Pafs  throiJghstrafi  of  collieries,  and  obferve  multitudes  of  circular  holes,  furrounded 
with  a  mound,  and  filled  with  water.  Thefe  coal-heughs,  or  pits,  were  once  the  fpt- 
racles  or  vent-holes  in  inexperienced  days  of  mining.  Many  of  the  beds  have  been  on 
fire  for  above  two  centuries  ;  and  there  have  been  formerly  inftances  of  eruptions  of 
fmoke  apparent  in  the  day,  of  fire  in  the  night.  The  violence  of  the  conflagration  has 
ceafed,  but  it  (lill  continues  in  a  certain  degree,  as  is  evident  in  time  of  fnow,  which 
melts  in  ftreams  on  the  furface  wherever  there  are  any  fiffures.  George  Agricola,  the 
great  metatlurgiA,  takes  notice  of  the  phsenomenon  at  thb  place  '. 

Bucbanaa^  from  this  circumftance,  fixed  on  the  neighbourhood  of  Dyfart  for  the 
fcene  of  exorcifm  in  his  Francifcanus,  and  gives  an  admirable  defcriptive  view  of  it  un> 
.  der  the  horror  of  an  eruption : 

Omptu  crat  Uie  incultuai  non  floribus  horti 
Arfident,  non  incfl«  agrir  non  frouiiibiu  atboa^ 
Vix  fterilis  ficcia  veftitur  Mcna  myricii ; 
Et  pecoium  rara  io  Colts  veftigta  terns : 
Vicini  Deferta  focant.     Ibi  ^xn  fubtcr 
Antra  te/Hnt  nigru  Tulcania  femitia  caiilet  i 
Sutphnrtia  paflim  concepta  inccndia  venit. 
Fumiferaoi  volvunt  nebula m,  piceoqiie  vspore 
Semper  anhelat  humui :  CKcifque  inclufa  cafcniit 
FlamniB  farc«a,  dum  taAando  penotrate  fub  aurw 
GonatUft  totia  pafiira  fpitacutx  cainpN 
Findit,  et  ingenti  teUurcm  pandit  hiatu  : 
Tetei  sdor,  tn'HiJqiie  habiiua  facieftjue  lecoruBi, 

A  little  beyond  this  once  tremendous  pUce  is  the  town  of  Dylart,  a  royal  burgh» ' 
large,  and  fuU  of  people.  Leave  on  the  left  the  callle  of  Ravenfljeugh,  featedon  aclifi",  " 
Paw  by  Path-head,  a  place  of  check-weavers  and  nailers :  a  modem  creation,  for  within 
thefe  fixty  years,  from  being  fcarcely  inhabited,  about  four  hundred  families  have  been 
collefled,  by  the  encouragement  of  fcuing.  Adjoining  is  Kirkaldie,  a  long  town,  con- 
tuning  fixteen  hundred  inh^itants :  thi$  is  another  royal  burgh,  where  I  experienced 
the  hofpitality  and  care  of  Mr.  Ofwald,  its  rcprefentative,  during  a  Saoti  ilhiefs  that  over- 
took me  here. 

This,  like  moft  Otlrer  maritime  towns  of  Fife,  depends  on  the  coal  and  lalt  trade.  The 
country  is  very  populous,  but  far  lefs  than  it  was  before  the  middle  of  the  lad  century, 
when  the  filheries  were  at  their  height.  During  winter  it  poflefled  a  vaft  herring-fiihery ; 
in  fpring  a  moft  profitable  one  of  white  filh.  One  fatal  check  to  population  was  the 
viflories  of  Montrofe.    The  natives  of  this  coaft  were  violently  feized  with  the  religious 

*  Dc  Natura  Foflilium,  p.  597.    Agricola  died  in  1555. 

fiiror 


y  Google 


pennant's  second  tour   in    SCOTLAND.  453 

furor  of  the  times,  and  took  up  the  eaufe  of  the  covenant  with  moft  diftinguifhed  zeal. 
Inftigated  by  their  preacberp,  they  crowded  under  the  banners  of  the  godly,  and  five 
thoufand  fell  vidims  to  enthufiaftic  delufion  at  the  battle  of  Tippir-moor. 

Oriate  years  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  removed  to  the  fouth-weftern  parts  of 
this  kingdom  ;  yet  (lill  fuch  numbers  remain,  that  more  proviHons  arc  confumed  than 
even  this  fenite  country  can  fupply.  There  is  one  clafs  of  men  on  this  coaft.  and  I 
believe  in  moft  of  the  coal  countries  of  North  Britain,  from  whom  all  power  of  migrat- 
ing is  taken,  be  their  inclinations  for  it  ever  fo  ftrong.  In  tliis  very  ifland  is,  at  this  day, 
to  be  found  a  remnantofflavery  paralleled  only  in  Poland  and  Ruflla;  thoufands  of  our 
fellow- fubje£ls  are  at  this  time  the  property  of  their  landlords,  appurtenances  to  their 
eftates,  and  transferable  with  them  to  any  purchafers.  Multitudes  of  colliers  and  falters 
are  in  this  filuation,  who  are  bound  to  the  fpot  for  their  lives  j  and  even  ftrangers  who 
come  to  fettle  there  are  bouBd  by  the  fame  cruel  cuftom,  unlefs  they  previoufly  ftipulate  * 
to  the  contrary.  Should  the  poor  people  remove  to  another  place  on  a  temporary  cef- 
fation  of  the  works,  they  are  liable  to  be  recalled  at  will,  and  condrained  to  return  on 
fevere  penalties  *.  This,  originally  founded  on  vaffalage,  might  have  been  continued  to 
check  the"  wandering  fpirit  of  the  nation,  and  to  preferve  a  body  of  people  together,  of 
whofe  lofs  the  whole  public  might  otherwife  feel  the  moft  fatal  etfe£is> 

During  my  ftay  at  Kirkaldie  1  fent  my  fervant,  Mofes  Griffith,  to  Do£tan,  about  four 
miles  diftant,  where  he  drew  the  column  moft  erroneoufly  figured  by  Sir  Robert  Sib-  ' 
bald  !•  It  is  at  prefent  much  defaced  by  time,  but  ftill  are  to  be  difcerned  two  rude 
figures  of  men  on  horfeback ;  and  on  the  other  fides  may  be  traced  a  running  pattern 
of  ornament.  The  ftone  is  between  fix  and  feven  feet  high,  and  mortifed  at  the  bottom 
into  another.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  erected  in  memory  of  a  vi^ory,  near  the  Leven, 
over  the  Danes  in  874,  under  their  leaders  Hungar  and  Hubba,  by  the  Scots,  com- 
manded by  their  prince,  Conftantine  II. 

Sept.  15.  Continue  my  journey.  Afterproceeding  about  a  mile,  pafs  by  the  Grange, 
once  the  feat  of  the  hero  Kirkaldie,  a  ftrenuous  partizan  of  Mary  Stuart,  after  her  ftorm 
of  misfbrtune  commenced  ^  before,  an  honeft  oppofer  of  her  indifcretions.  After  an 
intrepid  defence  of  Edinburgh  caftle,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  regent  Morton,  who, 
fe^ng  his  unconquerable  fpirit,  bafely  fuffcred  him  to  undergo  the  moft  ignominious 
death- 
Leave  on  the  left  the  ruins  of  Seafield  caftle,  a  fquare  tower,  placed  near  the  (hore,  in 
former  times  the  feat  of  the  Moutrays.  A  little  farther  is  Kinghom,  a  fmall  town  and 
borough.  The  caftle  was  one  of  the  feats  of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  till  the  time  of 
Robert  II.,  who,  giving  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Lyon,  added  this  town  in 
pan  of  portion.  At  this  place  is  the  ferry  between  the  county  of  Fife  and  the  port  of 
Leith,  a  trajefi  of  feven  miles.  Below  this  town,  on  the  rocksj  grows  the  iigiiftkum 
Scoticum,  or  Scotch  parfiey,  the  (hunis  of  the  Hebrides,  where  it  is  often  eaten  raw  as 
a  failad,  or  boiled  tnftead  of  greens.  This  root  is  efteemed  a  good  carminative ;  and  an 
infufion  of  the  leaves  in  whey  is  ufed  there  as  a  purge  for  calves. 

Oppofite  to  Kinghom,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  firth,  lies  Inch-keith,  an  ifland  of 
about  a  mile  in  length.  It  is  faid  to  derive  its  name  from  the  gallant  Keith,  who  fo 
greatly  fignalizedhimfelf  by  his  valour  in  loio  in  the  battle  of  Barry,  in  Angus,  againft 
the  Danes;  after  which  he  received  in  regard  the  barony  of  Keith,  in  Lothian,  and  this 
little  ille.  This  feems  to  be  the  place  that  Bede  calls  Caer-Guidi,  there  being  no  other 
that  will  fuit  the  fituatlon  he  gives  it  in  the  middle  of  the  Forth  |.     His  tranflator  renders 

*  This  difgmce,  I  belicTC,  U  now  ondcr  confidcntiob  af  paTliamcnt,  and  will,  I  bopc,  be  Tcmoved. 
t  Hia  ofWt,  p  34-  t  Hill.  Led.  lib.i.  c  la.  ■ 
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Caer  by  the  word  city ;  but  it  fliould  be  rendereil  a  fort  Or  poft,  which  will  give  proba- 
bility to  Bede's  account. 

In  1549  the  Englifh  fleet,  fent  by  Edward  VI.  to  affift  the  lords  of  the  congregation 
againfl:  the  queen  dowager,  landed  and  began  to  fortify  this  illand  *,  of  the  importance 
of  which  they  grew  fenfible  after  their  neglefl:  of  fecunng  the  port  of  Leith,  fo  lately  ia 
their  power.  They  left  here  five  companies  to  cover  the  workmen,  under  the  command 
of  Cotterel ;  but  their  operations  were  foon  interrupted  by  M.  Deff?»  general  of  the 
French  auxiliaries,  %vho  took  rhe  place,  after  a  gallant  defeace  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifii.  The  Scots  kept  pofleflion  for  fome  years  ;  but  at  iaft  the  fortifications  wer« 
deftroyed  by  aQ:  of  parliament,  to  prevent  it  from  beingofanyufeto  the  formerf.  The 
French  gave  it  the  name  q{  Vtfle  des  chevaiix,  from  its  property  of  foon  fattening 
horfes. 

In.  1497,  by  order  of  council  J,  all  venereal  pafients  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
capital  were  tranfported  there,  ne  quid  defrimenti  refpvhlka  caperct.  It  is  remarkable 
that  this  diforder,  which  was  thought  to  have  made  its  appearance  in  Europe  only  four 
years  before,  (hould  make  fo  quick  a  progrefs.  The  horror  of  a  difeafe,  for  which 
there  was  at  that  period  no  cure  known,  mull  have  occafioned  this  attention  to  ftop 
the  contagion ;  for  even  half  a  century  after,  one  of  the  firft  monarchs  in  Europe, 
Francis  I.,  felt  a  vidim  to  it. 

About  a  mile  from  Kinghom  is  the  precipice  fatal  to  Alexander  III.  who,  in  1 185, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  from  it,  as  he  was  riding  in  the  du(k  of  the  evening  §,  A  mile 
beyond  this  is  the  town  of  Brunt-ifland ;  the  bed  harbour  on  the  coaft,  formed  by  a 
rocky  iile,  eked  but  with  piers,  for  there  are  none  on  this  fide  the  country  entirety 
naturaL  This  is  dry  at  low  water.  The  church  is  fquare,  with  a  fteeple  rifmg  in  the 
centre.  The  old  caftle  built  by  the  Dunes  commanded  both  town  and  harbour.  Thft 
place  has  a  natural  ilrength,  which,  with  the  conveniency  of  a  port  oppofite  to  the 
capital,  made  it,  during  the  troubles  of  1560,  a  mod  defirable  pod.  The  French, 
allies'bf  the  Queen  Regent,  fortified  it  ftrongly.  In  1715  it  was  furprifed,  and  pof- 
feffed  by  the  rebels,  who  here  formed  the  bold  defign  over  a  body  of  troops  to  the  op. 
pofite  (bore  ;  which  was  in  part  executed  under  the  conduS  of  Brigadier  Macintom, 
notwithdanding  all  the  efforts  of  our  men  of  war. 

-  A  little  farther  is  Atjerdour,  another  fmall  town.  The  Earl  of  Morton  has  a  pleafant 
feat  here.  In  old  times  it  belonged  to  the  Viponts,)| ;  in  11 26  was  transferred  to  the 
Mortimers  by  marriage,  and  afterwards  to  the  Douglafes.  William,  Lord  of  Liddef- 
dale,  fumamed  the  Flower  of  chivalry,  in  the  reign  of  David  11.  by  charter,  conveyed 
it  to  James  Douglas,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  noble  owner.  Ihe  monks  of  Inch-colm 
had  a  grant  for  a  burial  place  here,  from  Allan  de  Mortimer,  in  the  reign  of  Alex- 
andet  III.     The  nuns,  ufually  flyled  the  poor  Clares,  had  a  convent  at  this  place. 

I  had  the  ple^fure  of  feeing  near  Aberdour,  amoft  feleft  colIe£tion  of  piflures,  made 
by  Captain  Stuart,  who,  with  great  politenefs,  obliged  me  with  the  fight  of  them.  It 
18  in  vain  to  attempt  the  defcripticai  of  this  elegant  cabinet,  as  I  may  fay,  one  part  or 
other  ufcd  to  be  always  on  the  march.  This  gentleman  indulges  his  elegant  and  lau- 
dable pafiion  fo  far  as  to  form  out  of  them  im  cabinet  porlaifj  which  is  his-amufement 
on  the  road,  in  quarters ;  in  Ibort,  the  companions  of  all  his  motions.  His  houfe  is 
very  fmall }  to  get  at  his  library  I  afcended  a  ladder,  which  Reminded  me  of  the  habita- 
tion of  Mynhier  Bilcop,  at  Rotterdam,  the  richeft  repofitory  in  Europe  under  the 
poored  roof. 

•  Lefler,  479.  f  M«itl«nd,  S.  1008.  i  Vide  Appcadit. 

i  AauIiScoiknd,  185.  I  SibbaM**  Fife,  it%. 
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Two  or  three  miles  to  the  weft  lies  Inch-colm,  a  fraall  ifland  at  a  little  Jiftance  from 
the  fhore,  celebrated  for  a  monaftery  founded  about  -1123,  by  Alexander  I.  on  this 
fingular  occafion.  In  pafling  the  firth,  of  Forth  he  was  overtaken  with  a  violent  florm, 
which'drove  him  to  this  iiltind,  where  he  met  with  the  moft  hofpitable  recepdoa  from 
a  poor  hermit,  then  refiding  herein  the  chapel  of  St.  Columb,  who,  for  the  three 
days  that  the  King  continued  thore  ten^eft-bound,  entertained  him  with  the  milk  ofhis 
cow,  and  a  few  (hell-fi(h.  His  Majeuy,  from  the  fenfe  of  the  danger  he  had  efcaped, 
and  in  gratitude  to  the  Taint,  to  whom  he  attributed  his  fafety,  vowed  fome  token  of 
.  refpeft,  and  accordingly  founded  here  a  monaftery  of  Auguftines,  and  dedicated  it  to 
St.  Columba  *.  Allan  de  Mortimer,  Lord  of  Aberdour,  who  attended  Edward  III.  in 
his  Scotch  expedition,  bellowed  half  ofthofe  lands  oathe  mouks  of  this  ifland,  for  the 
privilege  of  a  family  burial-place  in  their  church. 

The  buildings  made  in  confequence  of  the  piety  of  Alexander  were  very  confiderable. 
There  are  ftill  to  be  feen  a  large  fquare  tower  belonging  to  the  churchy  the  ruios  of 
the  church,  and  of  feveral  other  buildings.  The  wealth  of  this  place  in  the  time  of 
Edward  III.  proved  fo  ftrong  a  temptation  to  his  fleet,  then  lying  in  the  Forth,  as  tq 
fupprefs  all  the  horror  of  facrilege,  and  refpeft  to  the  fanfUty  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
EngUfti  landed,  and  ,fpared  not  even  the  furniture  more  immediately  confecrated  to 
divine  worihip.  But  due  vengeance  overtook  them,  for,  in  a  ftorm  which  inftamly 
followed,  many  of  them  perimed ;  thofe  who  efcaped,  ftruck  with  the  juftice  of , the 
judgment,  vowed  to  make  ample  recompence  to  the  injured  Giint.  The  tempeflxeafed, 
and  they  made  the  promifed  atonement  f. 

The  Danifli  monumenr,  figured  by  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  lies  on  the  foutb-eaft  fide  of 
the  building,  on  a  lifing  ground.  It  is  of  a  rigid  form,  and  the  furface  omamentet) 
with  fcate-like  figures.    At  each  end  is  the  reprefentaiioa  of  a  human  head. 

Boethius  gives  this  ifland  the  name  of  Emonia,  from  Y  niona,  or  the  ifle  of  Mona. 

After  leaving  this  place,  fee,  on  the  left,  DunibrilTel,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Murray. 

;  In  1591  this  was  the  fceneofthe  cruel  murdtjrofthe  bonny,  or  the  handibme  Earl,  whofe 

charms  were  fuppufed  to  have  engaged  the  heart  of  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  to  have 

excited  the  jealoufy  of  her  royal  fpoiue.    The  former  at  leaft  was  (he  popular  notion 

of  the  time :  .  .  ■        ■ 

He  wa«  a  braw  gallant 

A  nd  he  play*!!  al  ttie  eluvc ; 
And  the  boDny  Eart  of  Muiiy, 

Ob  !  be  wu  tbc  Qiiceiiei  love. 

Political  reafons  were  given  for  his'arreft  ;  but  more  than  an  arreft  feems  to  have 
been  intended,  for  the  commiffion  was  entrufted  to  his  inveterate  enemy  Huntly,  who, 
with  a  number  of  armed  men,  furrounding  the  houfe  in  a  dark  night,  fet  it  on  fire, 
on  Murray's  refufal  to  furrender;  he  efcaped  the  flames,  but  was  unfortunately  dif- 
covered  by  a  fpark  that  fell  on  his  helmet,  and  was  flain,  in  telling  Gordon  of  Buckie, 
who  had  wounded  him  in  the  face,  **  Tou  have/pilt  a  better  fate  than  your  awin." 

Ride  through  Inverkeithing,  a  royal  burgh  ;  and,  during  the  time  of  David  I.  a 
royal  refidence.  It  was  much  favoured  by  William,  who,  m  their  firft  charter,  ex- 
tended its  liberties  from  the  water  of  Dovan  to  that  of  Leven.  The  Mowbrays  had 
large  pofleflions  here;  forfeited  in  the  reign  of  Robert  I.  The  Francifcans  had  a  con- 
vent in  this  town ;  and,  according  to  Sir  Robert  Sihbald,  the  Dominicans  had  another. 

Separated  from  the  bay  of  Inveriteithing  by  a  fmall  headland,  is  that  of  St.  Margaret ; 
ihe  place  where  that  illuftrious  princefs,  afterwards  queen  of  Malcolm  III.  landed 
*  fSocihiiH/  lib.  xii.  f .  363.  ^  lb.  lib.  xv.  p.  319. 
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with  her  brother  Edgar  in  1068,  after  their  flight  from  England,  to  avoid  the  conf*. 
quences  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  Conqueror,  on  account  of  the  title  of  the  former  to  the 
crown.  This  paffage  is  alfo  called  the  Queen's- ferry »  being  afterwards  her  fiimiliar 
paflage  to  Dumfermline,  her  ufual  refidence. 

The  village  on  this  fide  is  called  the  North-ferry.  At  this  place  flood  a  chapel, 
■  ferved  by  the  monks  of  Dumfemiline,  and  endowed  by  Robeii  I.  Near  it  are  the 
great  granite  quarries,  which  help  to  fupply  our  capital  with  paving  ftones,  and  em- 
ploy a  number  of  veflels  for  the  conveyance  The  granite  lies  in  perpendicular  (lacks, 
and  above  is  a  reddilh  earth,  filled  with  micaceous  friable  nodules. 

From  K  inghorn  to  this  place  the  firth  contrafts  itfelf  gradually  ;  but  here,  by  the 
jutting  out  of  the  northern  (hore,  almoft  inftantly  forms  a  (trait  of  two  miles  in 
breadth.,  and  beyond  as  fuddenly  opens  in  a  large  and  long  expanfe.  About  midway 
of  this  (trait  lies  Inchgarvie,  with  the  ruins  of  a  fort.  This  was  a  fine  (lation  to  review 
lhe-(hores'I  had  travelled,  and  to  feaft  the  eye  wth  the  whole  circumambient  view; 
ITie  profpeft  oft  every -part  is  beautiful :  a  rich  country,  diverfified  with  the  quickt-ft 
fucctf&on  of  towns, -villages,  ca(tles,  and  feats;  a  vad  view  up  and  down  the  firth 
from  its-  extremity,  not  remote  from  Stirling,  to  its  mouth  near  May  ifland,  an  extent 
of  fixty  miles.  Tfo  panicuiarife  the  objects  of-this  rich  fcene  muft  be  enumerated,  the 
coaiia  of  Lothian  and  of  Fife,  the  ifles  of  Garvie  and  Inch-colm,  the  town  of  l)uin> 
feiiinc ;  thc^  fouth  and  north  ferries,  and  Burrowdonefs,  fmoaking  at  a  diftance,  from 
its  numerous  (alt-pans  and  fire-engines  :  on  the  fouth  fide  are  Hopetoun  houfe.  Dun- 
das  caftle,  and  many  other  gentlemen's  feats,  with  Blacknefs  caftle,  once  an  important 
iFortrefe  :  on  the  north  fide  are  Rofylh  caitle,  once  the  feat  of  the  Stuarts,  formerly  a 
toyal  hotife  and  the  feat  of  Queen  Margaret ;  Dunibriffel,  and,  in  the  diftant  view,  the 
-  caitle  and  town  of  Burnt-ifland ;  Leith,  with  its  roads  often  Hlled  with  fhips,  and  a  mag- 
.  nihcent  view  of  Edinburgh  caftle  on  the  fouth  aflift  to  complete  this  various  pifture. 

As  I  am  nearly  arrived  at  the  extremity,  permit  me  to  lake  a  review  of  the  penin- 
fula  of  Fife,  a  county  fo  populous,  that,  excepting  the  environs  of  London,  fcarce  one 
in  Soutti-Britain  can  vie  with  it ;  fertile  in  foil,  abundant  in  cattle,  happy  in  coHieries, 
in  iron,  Aone,  time,  and  free-ltone,  bled  in  manufa£tures,  the  property  remarkabrty 
well  divided,  none  infultingly  powerful,  to  diftrefs  and  often  to  depopulates  countiy, 
moft  of  the  fortunes  of  a  ufeful  mediocrity.  The  number  of  towns  is  perhaps  un- 
paralleled in  an  equal  trad:  of  coaft,  for  the  whole  (hore  from  Crail  to  Culrofs,  about 
forty  Engliih  miles,  is  one  continued  chain  of  towns  and  villages.  With  jufUcC}  iher^ 
fore,  does  Johndon  celebrate  the  advantages  of  the.coimtry  in  thefc  lines: 

.'Oppida  Tic  loto  funt  fparfi  in  littore,  ut  unum 

Diseriti ;  Inque  iioo  plurima  ju<i£ta  cadtm. 
'Iiittore  quot  curvo  F->rthx  volvuntnr  artnic 

Qjotquc  undis  rtfluo  luaditurors  (alo; 
Fcuc  tot  hie  cernM  IiiAratum  puppibus  cquor, 

Urbibus  ct  crcbris  ptrtie  tet  an  honiinum. 
Cun:U  upeiU  iiiutio  d  >miid  Tseda  otia  nefcit.; 

Sedula  eor ,  dami.  fcdula  cura  fori* 
Qux  maria  el  quaa  aon  terra*  aDtmofa  Juvcotui 

Ah  t  fragili  tidena  audcl  adirc  tnbc, 
Auvit  opt,  virius,  virciili  din  penr.U 

Juofia,  eiiem  lucro  damna  futre  fuo. 
Qu«  Ir.  rrf  'Ini  animot,  cult umque.-drd ere 

t^rgataimu  proliiat  duiiiia,.pcBcla,.labof. 

After  having  paffed  by  the  Queen's  ferry,  turn  dimod  due  north.  See,  on  the  Toad 
£de,  a  great  done,  .called  Queen  Margaret's,  for  (tradition  fay>,  ihe  itpofcd  herfelf  on 

DigmzedbyGoO^Ie 


PBKNANT  S   SECOND   TOUU   IM   SCOTLAND.  457 

■it  in  her  Way  to  Dumfermline.  In  a  little  time  have  a.  fine  view  of  that  flourifiiing 
town,  and  the  ruins  of  its  cathedral  and  palace  full  in  front. 

Dumfermline  lies  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  firth,  is  prettily  fituated  on 
a  rifing  ground,  and  the  country  round  is  beautifully  divided  by  low  and  5vell-cultivated 
hills  ;  the  grounds  are  inclofed,  and  planted  with  hedge-row  trees.  The  town  wants 
the  advantage  of  a  river,  but  has  a  fmall  ftream  for  economic  ufes,  which  is  conduced 
through  the  ftreets  in  a  flagged  channel.  At  iis  difcharge  it  joins  another  rivulet, 
then  arriving  at  a  fall  into  a  wooded  dell  of  a  hundred  feet  in  depth,  becomes  again 
ufeful  in  turning  five  mills,  placed  one  below  the  other,  with  room  fo/  as  many  more. 
Three  of  the  mills  are  for  com,  the  fourth  for  flax,  the  fifth  for  beating  iron.  This 
dell  winds  about  the  weftern  fide  of  the  town,  is  cloathed  with  trees,  and  in  one  part 
contributes  a  moft  piflurefque  fcenery  to  the  walks  laid  out  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  whofe 
feat  is  on  the  oppofite  banks. 

This  place  is  very  populous.  Thenumber  of  inhabitants  are  between  fix  and  feven 
thoufand ;  and  fuch  have  been  the  improvements  in  manufaftures  as  to  have  increafed 
near  double  its  ancient  number  within  the  laft  twelve  years.  The  manufactures  are 
darna&s,  diapers,  checks  and  ticking,  to  the  amount  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year; 
thefe  employ  in  town  and  neighbourhood  about  a  thoufand  looms.  I  was  informed  that 
the  number  might  be  doubled  it  it  was  not  prevented  by  the  low  duty  oa  foreign  linens, 
which  encourages  a  foreign  importation.  But  probably  fome  other  branch  of  Britifh 
trade  might  receive  its  injury  in  a  greater  degree,  was  that  importation  to  be  checked. 

That  the  iron  bufinefs  does  not  flourilh  more  in  this  place  is  a  matter  of  furprife. 
Iron  ftone  abounds.  Here  are  collieries  in  all  parts,  even  to  the  very  entrance  of  the 
town ;  and  the  coals  of  fuch  variety,  that  in  different  parts  are  found,  befides  the 
Scotch,  thofe  which  have  the  qualities  of  the  Newcaftle,  and  of  the  Kilkenny.  I  am 
informed  that,  on  the  Pittencrief  eflate,  are  feven  feams  of  coals  in  the  dep;h  of  thirty 
iathom,  from  the  thicki;efs  of  two  to  that  of  eight  feet,  all  of  which  may  be  worked 
with  a  level  without  the  afiiftance  of  any  machinery.  The  price  of  coal  here  is  from 
twenty-pence  to  half-a-crown  a  ton. 

The  molt  remarkable  modern  building  here  is  the  Tolbooth,  with  a  Ilender  fquare 
tower,  very  lofty,  and  topped  with  a  conic  roof.  Mr.  Chalnters  has  alfo  made  a  work 
of  vaft  expence  over  the  glen  on  the  weft  end  of  the  town,  in  order  to  form  a  con\- 
munication  with  his  eftate,  and  to  encourage  buildings  and  improvements  on  that  fide. 
To  effeft  which,  he  filled  that  part  of  the  glen  with  earth,  after  making  a  drain  for 
the  water  beneath,  which  runs  through  an  arched  channel  three  hundred  feet  long, 
ten  high  and  twelve  wide. 

This  place  has  been  at  times,  from  very  diftant  periods,  the  refidence  of  the  Scotifli 
monarchs.  Malcolm  Canmor  lived  here,  in  a  caftle  on  the  top  of  an  infulated  hill,  in 
the  midft  of  the  glen  ;  but  only  fome  poor  fragments  remain.  A  palace  was  afterwards 
built  on  the  fide  next  the  town,  which,  falling  to  decay,  was  re-built  by  Anne  of  Den- 
mark, as  appears  by  the  following  infcription  : 

Propylaum  et  fuperJiruElas  ades  veiu/iate  et  injurUs  temporum  Collapfas  dirutafque ;  a 
fundamentis  in  banc  amplhrem  formam^  reJiituH  et  infiauravit  Anna  Retina  I  redcrici  Da- 
norum  Regis  augujiijjimi  Jilia  :  anno  falutis  1 600 

The  ruins  are  magnificent,  and  do  credit  10  the  reftorer.  In  this  palace  (he  brought 
forth  her  unfortunate  fon  Charles  I.  A  gateway  intervenes  between  the  royal  refi- 
dence and  the  magnificent  abby,. 

Begun  by  Malcolm  Canmore,  and  finiflied  by  Alexander  I.  It  was  probably  firfl: 
mtended  for  the  pious  and  more  ufeful  purpofe  of  a  religious  infirmary,  being  ftyled  in 
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fonie  old  manufcripts  *  Monajierium  ab  mnte  infirmorum.  David  I.  changed  it  into 
an  abby,  and  brought  into  it  tUirteen  monks  from  Canterbury,  but  at  the  dilTijiution  it 
fupporied  twenty-fix  f.  ■  Its  endowments  were  ver)-  confiderable.  At  the  Reformation 
the  revenue,  in  money  alone,  was  t\*o  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 
Scots.  Some  of  the  |;rants  were  fin^ular  :  that  of  David  1  givjs  it  the  tythe  of  all 
the  gold  found  in  Fife  and  Fotherif,  a  proof  of  the  precious  metal  being  then  dil^ 
covered  in  (Ireanis  flowing  from  the  hills.  Another,  from  the  fame  monarch,  invells 
it  with  part  of  ihc  fc^ils  taken  near  Kinghorn  ;  and  a  third  bv  Malcolm  IV.,  gives  them 
the  heads  except  the  tongiifs)  of  certain  fuiall  whales,  caSled  crefpeis,  which  might  be 
taken  in  fuch  p:,rt  of  Scoichwatir  (^the  firth  of  Forth)  where  the  church  ftood  ;  and  the 
'  oil  extraftv'd  from  them  was  to  be  applied  to  its  ufe. 

The  remains  ol  die  abby  are  conliderab!?,  and  evince  its  former  fplendour.  The 
window  of  the  room  near  the  gateway,  called  Frater-ha!!,  is  very  beautiful.  The  ab- 
bot's houfe  is  adjacent.  In  1303,  Edward  I.  burnt  down  the  whole  abby,  excepting 
the  church  and  c::I!s,  pleading  in  excufe  of  his  facrilege,  that  it  gave  a  retreat  to  his 
enemies.  In  plain  words,  betaufe  the  gallant  nobility  of  the  country  fometimes  held 
their  alTemblies  here  to  free  themftlv-'s  from  an  Englilh  yoke. 

Part  of  the  church  is  at  prefent  in  ufe.  It  is  fupported  by  three  rows  of  malfy 
'  pillars,  fcar.cely  feventeen  feet  high,  and  thirteen  and  a  half  in  circumference.  Two 
are  ribbed  fpirally,  and  two  marked  with  zig-zag  lines,  like  thofe  of  Durham,  which 
they  refemble.  The  arches  are  alfo  Saxon,  or  round.  As  the  church  was  buiit  by 
Malcolm  Canmor,  at  the  inftance  of  Turgot,  biftiop  of  St.  Andrew's  (once  prior  of 
Purham)  that  might  be  the  reafon  it  was  conllrufted  in  a  fimilar  ftylei-  From  this 
time  the  celebra'ed  Jona  loft  the  honour  of  being  the  cemetery  of  the  Scotufli  tnonarchs. 
Malcolm  and  his  queen,  and  fix  other  kings  §  he  here  ^  the  two  firll  apart,  the  others 
under  as  many  flat  ftones,  each  nine  feet  long. 

In  the  church  is  the  tomb  of  Robert  Pitcairn,  abbot,  or  rather  commendator  of 
Dimifermline,  fecretary  of  ftate  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  VI.  in  the  re- 
gency of  Lenox.  He  was  of  MortMi's  faction,  and  was  fcnt  to  The  court  of  Eliza- 
beth, to  folicit  the  delivery  of  Mary  Stuart  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  party  |(.  He 
attended  James  in  his  confinement,  after  the  Raid  of  Ruihven,  and  artfully  endea-  " 
roured  to  make  friends  with  each  fide  ;  but,  failing,  was  imprifoned  in  Lochleven  caflle, 
and  died  in  1 584.     His  epitaph  fets  his  virtues  in  a^very  high  light : 

Hi'c  Ctus  eft  herai  modica  Robertus  in  urna 

P'tcdrniiB,  patrix  fpea  culumenque  fiiae: 
Qiicto  vLTtuB,  gcavicas  generofu  pcflore  digni 

Oniabant  vera  cl  cum  pletate  lirle* 
Puft  varioB  vitK  fluaw  jam  mole  rciiaa 

Corporis,  clyfium  {irrgit  id  uiubra  aemiu. 

September  1 6.  Leave  Dumfermline.  At  a  dlftance  is  ptwnted  out  to  me  a  tumulus, 
planted  with  trees,  called  the  penitent-mount,  from  a  vulvar  notion,  that  it  was  formed 
by  facks  full  of  fand,  brought  there  from  diftant  places  by  the  frail,  by  way  of  penance 
for  their  fins.  At  Clune  am  ftruck  with  the  magnificence  of  the  profped,  extending 
weft  to  Benlomond,  and  eaft  to  01d-€ambus ;  a  view  of  the  whole  Forth,  and  the 
caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Stirliiig,  two  molt  capital  ohjefts. 

■  "   Kciih,  246.  t  Keiih'i  Append  is.  J  Boeihma,  lib.  xn,  p.  260. 

S  EJ^'^r,  Al«3n<l«  I  .  David  I.,  Malcolm  IV.,  Alcxaoder  XL,  and  Robert  Bru=e, 
II  Melvil'g  Mcmuirs,  iia, 
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■  Defcend  towards  the  ftiore  ;  and  near  it,  reach  the  Lime-kilns,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
of  Ehin,  the  greateft  perhaps  in  the  univerfe  ;  placed  amidft  inexhauflible  beds  of  lime- 
ftones,  and  near  iminMife  fcaras  of  coal.  The  kilns  are  placed  in  a  row  ;  their  open- 
ings are  beneath  a  covered  way,  formed  by  arqhes  and  pillars  in  front,  into  a  magnifi- 
cent  colonade^  They  lie  beneath  the  ftrata  of  lime-ftome,  which,  when  broken,  is  con- 
veyed into  them  by  variety  of  ral  roads;  and  for  fhipping  the  lime,  either  burnt  or 
crude  is  a  convenient  pier.'  A  hundred  and  twenty  men  are  conftantly  employed,  and 
a  little  town  built  for  them.  Above  twelve  thoufand  pounds  hag  been  expended  pn 
this  ufeful  projeflLwhich  promifes  to  turn  out  as  much  to  the  emolument  of  the  noble 
family,  which  lb  generoufly  engaged  in  it,  as  to  the  whole  eafterncoafl:  of  North  Bntain, 
which  either  wants  this  great  fertilizer,  or  fuel  lo  burn  the  ftone'they  ufelelsly  poflefs. 
By  the  following  account  it  is  pleafing  to  obferve  the  improving  ftaie  of  agriculture, 
and  of  building,  in  thefe  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  for  the  laft  alfo  occafioiis  a  confider- 
able  confunipiion : 

Sold,  from  Martinmas,  1770,  to  ditto,  1771. 

575*5    **°"^  °^  '•'"*  (hells,  or  unfiaked  lime,         -        2035     8     6\ 

3852!  chalders  of  Hme,  -         -         •         -  9:4  it     9 

37814    carts  of  Ume-ftone,  ...        -  864  '3     8{ 

3874  14     o 
From  Martinmas,  1771,  to  ditto,  1772, 

65321  bolls  of  lime-ffiells".?  _        _  g^  j 

2271  chalders  of  lime,        5  ■  JJ         /     -t- 

530CO  carts  of  lime-ftone,  »        -        -        •        1250    3  irj 

4630  II     4 

Oppofite  to  the  Lime-kilns,  on  a  rock  projefting  into  the  Forth,  is  Blacknefs  caftle, 
©nee  a  place  of  great  importance  in  preferving  a  communication  between  Edinburgh  and 
Sterling;  now  a  (helter  to  a  few  invalids.  This  fortrefs  is  a  large  pile,  defended  by 
towers,  both  fquare  and  round.  Irvine  t  fays,  that  in  his  time  it  was  a  Hate  prifon  :  he 
-adds,  that  it  was  of  old  one  of  the  Roman  forts,  and  that  it  ftood  on  the^  beginning  of 
the  wall.  But  Mr.  Gordon  feems,  with  more  truth,  to  place  its  commencement  at 
Gairn,  or  Caridden,  weft  of  this  place.  Blackncfs  was  once  the  port  of  Linlithgow, 
had  a  town  near  it,  and  a  cuftofn-houfe ;  both  which  were  lod  by  the  new  commerce  of 
felt  and  coals  that  rofe  at  Burrowftonefs.  „  .  . 

After  a  ride  of  four  miles  enter  a  portion  of  Perthfliire,  which  jufl  touches  on  the 
Firih  at  Culrofs ;  a  fmall  town,  remarkable  for  a  magnificent  houfe  with  thirteen 
windows  in  front,  built  about  the  1590,  by  Edward  Lord  Kinlofs,  father  to  the  Lord 
Bruce,  fiain  in  the  noted  duel  between  liitn  and  Sir  Edward  SackvUIe. 

Some  poor  remains  of  the  Ciflercian  abbey  are  ftill  to  be  feen  h  jre,  founded  by  Mai- 
colm.  Earl  of  Fife,  in  1217.  Tlie  church  was  jointly  dedicated  to  the  virgm,  and'St, 
Serf,'confeiror.     The  revenue,  at  the  diflblution,  was  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight 

•  A  boU  U  four  l>u'Hcli,  of  nbout  fcTcnlcen  Rnglift  gal'oo*  t'ch.        .    f  Nomenclatura,  p.  13.         / 
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pounds  Scots,  befides  the  rents  paid  in  kind.  The  number  of  monkSj  ercl'ufiirt  of  the- 
abbot,  were  nine. 

Continue  my  ride,  in  fight  of  vafl:  plantations  ;  and,  in  a  fhort"  (pace,  enter  the  little 
{hire  of  ClactKmannan,  which,  with  that  of  Kinrofs,  ahernately- eleft  a  member,  their 
mutual  reprefentative.  The  fmall  town  of  Clackmannan  is  pleafantly  feated  on  a  hill, 
along  the  feat  of  the  chief  of  the  Bruces,  floping  on  every  fide;  and  on  ihe  fummitis 
the  cadle,  commanding  a  noble  view.  The  large  fquare  lower  is  called  after  the  name 
of  Robert  Bruce  ;  whofe  great  fword  and  cafque  is  flill  preferved  here.-  The  hill  is 
prettily  ui'ooded,  and,  with  the  tower,  forms  a  pidurefque  objeft.  On  the  weftem  fide, 
crofs  the  little  river  Devan,  and,  after  a  mile's  ride,  reach  the  town  of  Alloa,  remark- 
able for  its  coal  trade.  Scotland  exports  annually,  above  a  hundred  and  eighteen  thou- 
fand  tons  of  coal,  out  of  which,  I  was  informed,  Alloa  alone  fends  forty  thouland* 
The  town  and  parilh  is  very  populous,  containing  five  thoufand  fouls.  1  found  here 
the  moH  polite  reception  from  Mr.  Erlkine,  reprefentative  of  the  family  of  Mar,  who 
lives  in  the  cadle,  now  modernized,  on  one  fide  c^  the  town.  The  gardens  planted  in. 
the  old  ftyle,  are  very  extenfive.  In  the  houfe  are  fome  good  portraits,  particularly  one 
of  the  celebrated  Lucy,  Countefs  of  Bedford  *,  a  full  length,  in  black,  with  a  t\x%  and 
a  coronet  on  her  head.  She  fits  with  a  penfive  countenance,  her  l^e  reclined  on  one 
hand,  and  is,  without  beauty,  an  elegant  figure.  She  was  fitter  to  John  Lord" Harring- 
ton, and  wife  to  Edward  Earl  of -Bedford,  and  became,  on  the  death  of  her  brother,^ 
pofleQed  of  great  part  of  his  large  fortune.  She  affeded  the  patronage  of  wits  and 
poets }  and  probably  polfelTed  part  of  the  qualities  they  attributed  to  her,  or-  the  philo* 
ibphic  Sir  William  Temple  f  would  never  have  condefcended  to  celebrate  her  fine 
tafte  in  gardening.  She  might  purchafe  every  perfefUon  from  the  former  y  for 
Donne  informs  us. 

She  rained  upon  him  her  fweet  fiiowcrt  ofgold  {t 

on  BenJohnfon,  haunches  of  venifon  §  i  and  they,  ingratitude,  bellowed  on  her-a» 
many  beauties  and  as  many  virtues  as  ought  to  have  put  vanity  herfelf  out  of  couate- 
nance^    She  makes  the  rough  Donne  declare. 

Leaving  that  bufie  praife  and  all  appeals. 
To  hij^her  courti,  fenfes  decree  1*1  Hue 
The  miae,  the  magazine,  the  com'monweale. 
The  (lory  of  heauty,  in  Twickham  is,  and  yOU- 

Whti  hath  feen  one,  would  both,  as  who  had  bio^ 

In  Paradife,  would  feek  the  Chcrubiu  j]. 

In  a  word,  her  ideas  became  too  fublime  for  domeftic  affairs ;  fhe  fpent  her  own  and^ 
part  of  her  hufband's  great  fortunes,  and  having  eftablilhed  her  charafter  for  tafte,  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  year  1628. 

.  Catherine,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Francis  Ear!  of  Rutland,  wife  of  George  Villars, 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  by  Vandycfc.  She  is  painted  fitting  with  her  children,  and 
the  head  of  the  duke  in  an  oval  above  her.  She  afterwards  married  the  Earl  of  An- 
trim. "  She  was  a  lady",  fays  the  noble  hiftorian,  "  of  great-  wit  and  fpirit ;  who,  by 
her  influence  over  Charles  I.,  forced- him,  under  pretence  of  his  majefty's  fervice,  to 
gratify  her  vanity,  by  creating  her  hufband  a  marquis  %." 

A  remarkable  half  length  of  Mary  Stuart,  on  copper,  in  agauze  cloak,  crown' oft 
her  head,  and  paffion  flower  in  her  hand  j  fickly  and  pale. 

•  Painted  by  Cornelius  Janfen,  in  t6io,  in  the  jglh  year  of  her  age.  f  Garden*  of  EpFcuriji. 

%  At  (yioud  by  Mr.  Granger,     i  Epigram  Sjih,      |.  Pmbm,  p*  8a.     f  Hia.  of  Rebellioo,  i».  474- 
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A  head  of  Anne  of  Denmark.  A  princefs  of  fo  fpotlefs  a  life,  that  malice  could  not 
find  :i  1)1  mifh  in  her  ;  therefore  well  might  Wilfon  *  fay,  on  her  monument  a  charac- 
ter of  virtue  may  be  engraven.  When  heaven  claims  her,  a  living  queen  cannot  efcape 
the  fame  epitaph. 

September  17.  The  Ochil  hills  begin  beyond  Alloa  to  approach  very  near  to  the 
Forth,  between  which  is  a  narrow  arable  traft,  well  cultivated  and  adorned  with  woods. 
In  thefe  hills  was  found,  in  the  beginning  oP  this  century,  a  larj^e  body  of  native  filver, 
beautifully  ramified  ;  and  of  late  years,  fome  cobalt  ore.  The  view  of  Stirling,  and  the 
windings  of  the  Forth,  now  a  river,  are  extremely  elegant.  Am  now  again  in  a  por- 
tion of  Perthfliire. .    Turn  Haifa  mile  out  of  the  road,  to  vifn  the  ancient  abby  of 

Cambus- Kenneth,  or  rather  its  remains,  nothing  being  left  by  the  rude  hand  of  re- 
formation, excepting  a  vaft  fquare  tower,  and  an  arched  door-way,  between  which  is  a 
fine  view  of  Stirling,  on  its  floping  rock.  This  houfe  was  founded  by  David  1.  in  1 147, 
for  canons-regular  of  St.  Auguftine,  brought  from  Aroife  near  Arras  ;  but  the  fuperiors 
were  often  called  abbots  of  Stirling.  Keith  fays,  that  it  now  belongs  lo  Cowan's  hof- 
pitaU-in  that  town.     James  III.  and  his  queen  were  buried  in  this  place. 

After  a  ftiort  ride,  reach  the  bridge  of  Sterling  ;  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  ftood 
the  wooden  bridge,  celebrated  for  the  defeat  of  the  Englilh  in  1 297,  by  Wallace.  The 
Englilh  were  commanded  by  Earl  Warren  j  who,  againft  his  judgment,  at  the  mfliga* 
tion  of  Hugh  de  Creflingham,  treafurer  of  Scotland,  and  a  clergyman,  croffed  the 
bridge,  and  was  defeated  with  horrible  (laughter,  before  the  army  could  be  formed  oa 
the  oppofite  fide.  Creflingham  was  flain.  So  detefted  was  he  by  the  Scots,  that  they 
flayed  his  body,  and  cut  his  fldn  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  by  ^ray  of  infuh  on  his  pride 
and  avarice.  The  EngUDi,  on  their  retreat,  burnt  the  bridge,  abandoned  their  baggage, 
and  fled  tq  Berwick  f. 

Enter  Sterling,  a  town,  fays  Boetfiius,  which  gave  name  to  flerling money,  becaufe 
OfljeW,  a  Saxon  prince,  after  the  overthrow  of  the  Scots,  ertablilhed  here  a  mint  J.  It 
wa».alfo  anciently  called  Striveling  ;  as  is  faid,  from  the  frequency  of  (Irifesor  conflifls 
in  the  neighbourhood  :■  and  from  this  old  name  the  prefent  fecrns  to  have  been  formed. 
The  town  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants;  has  a  manufacture  of  tartanes 
and  fhalloons,  and  employs  about  thiity  looms  in  that  of.carpets.  The  great  flreet  is 
very  broad  ;  in  it  is  the  tolbooth,  where  is  kept  the  ftandard  for  the  wet  meafures  of 
Scotland.    TJie  other  ftreets  narrow  and  irregular;  the  well  fide  had  been  defended 

by  a  walL 

I  cannot  trace  the  foundation  of  the  caftle  :  if  we  irray  credit  Boethius,  it  was  a  place 

of  ftrength  in  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century,     The  Romans  had  a  camp  and  a  mili- 

tary  way  on  the  weft  fide  :  it  might  be  their  Alauna,  but  clouds  and  darknefs  reft  on 

this  part  of  our  hiftory. 

Sterling  is  a  miniature  -  refemblance  of  Edinburgh,  built  on  a  rock  of  the  fame  form 

with  that  on  which  the  capital  of  North- Britain  is  placed,  with  a  ftong  fortrefs  on  the 

fummit. 

The  caftle  is  of  great  ftrength,  impending  over  a  fteep  precipice.     Within  ii.de  ftands 

the  palace,  built  by  James  V.  a  prince  that  had  a  ftrong  turn  to  the  arts,  as  appears  by 

his  buildings  here  and  at  Falkland.     This  pile  is  large,  of  a  fquare  form,  ornamented 

on  three  fides  with  pillars,  refthig  on  grotefque  figures,  jutting  from  the  wall.     Oa  the 

iDp  of  each  pillar,  a  fanciful  ftatue. 

•  Life  of  James  I.  119.  f  Aonah  of  Scotland,  151. 

t  Lib.  X,  p,  104.     St«Iing  money  ii  derived  hum  the  mcrcUaDti  of  (he  Eaftcrllngs  ;  fo  Boethiai  it 
taihka.  „ 
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Two  rooms,  called  the  Queen's  and  the  nurfery,  are  large  ;  the  roofs  of  woodj  di- 
vided into  fquares  and  other  forms,  well  carved. 

A  clofet  is  *he\vn,  noted  for  the  numier  of  William  Earl  of  Douglas,  in  1452,  tre- 
paiined  here  by  a  fafe  conducl  from  James  U.  '1  his  nobleman,  too  potent  for  legal 
execution,  had  entered  into  aflbcialions  injurious  to  his  prince ;  who  commanded  him  to 
lefcind  the  olTennve  alliance  ;  and,  on  refufil,  {tabbed  the  earl  with  his  own  hand.  In 
revengp,  the  friends  of  Douglas  inflantly  burnt  the  :own. 

The  parliament-houfe  is  a  vaft  room,  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  with  a  timbered 
roof.  This  town,  during  the  reigns  of  Mary  and  James  VI  ,  was  much  frequented  by 
the  court  and  the  nobility.  In  September,  1571,3  bloody  altjnipt  was  made  here  by 
thequeen's  parly,  on  the  Regent  Lenox  ;  who  was  furprized  at  midnight,  furrounded 
by  his  friends,  sndtn  full  fecijrity.  Except  the  Earl  of  Morton,  none  of  the  numerous 
nobility  made  the  lead  refiftance,  but  furrendered  themfelves  quietly  to  the  enemy. 
Morton  defended  his  houfe  till  it  wae  iillin  flames.  '1  his  gave  ihe  townfmen  time  to 
recollect  iheir  courage ;  they  in  turn  attacked  the  arfailaiiis,  who,  Oruck  with  a  panick, 
gave  themfelves  up  10  their  own  prifonere.  But  the  unfortunate  Lenox  fell  a  viflim  10 
the  manes  of  the  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's.  Sir  I)  vid  Spencc,  to  whom  he  had 
filrrendered,  periftied.  in  the  attempt  to  fa-ve  him,  being  fhot  by  the  bullet  that  flew  his 
noble  captive. 

From  the  top  of  the  caflle  is  by  far  the  6neft  view  .in  Scotland  :  to  the  eafl  is  a  vaft 
plain,  rich  in  com,  adorned  with  woods,  and  watered  nith  the  river  Forth,  whofe  mean- 
ders are,  before  it  reaches  the  fea,  fo  frequent  ^nd  io  large,  as  to  form  a  multitude  of 
mod  beautiful  .peninfulas;  for  in  many  parts  the  windings  approximate  fo  clofe  as  to 
leave  only  a  little.ifthmus  of  a  few  yards.  In  this  plain  is  an  old  abbey,  a  view  of  Alloa 
Clackmannan,  Falkirk,  the  firth  of  Forth,  and  the  country  as  f.ir  as  Edinburgh;  on 
.  the  nonh,  lie  the  Ochii  hills,  and  the  moor  where  the  battle  of  Dumblain  was  fought ; 
to  the  well,  the  (Iraih  0/  Menteith,  as  fertile  as  the  eaAern  plain,  and  lermioaled  by 
the  Highland  mountains ;  among  which  the  fummit  of  Ben-lomond  is  very  con- 
fpicuous. 

Among  the  houfes  of  the  nobility,  the  moll  fuperb  was  that  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  be- 
gun by  the  regent,  but  never  finillicd  ;  the  front  is  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  the 
family^and  much  fculpture.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  built  from  the  ruins  of  Cdmbus* 
Icenneth,  and  that  being  reproached  with  the  facrilege,  directed  thefe  words,  yet  extant, 
to  be  put  over  the  gate : 

Effpy.   fptik.   Fiirth,   I.  cair    notht.  • 

ConQdir.  wetl    I.  cair.  noiht.       ' 

Near  the  caftle  are  Edmonflon's  walls,  cut  through  a  little  wood,  on  the  vaft  fteeps. 
Nature  hath  ftrangely  butlrefTed  it  up  with  (lones  of  immenfe  fize,  wedged  "between 
each  other  with  more  of  the  fame  kind  piled  on  their  tops.  Beneath,  on  the  flat,  are  to 
.  be  feen  the  veftiges  of  the  gardens  belonging  to  the  palace,  called  the  king's  knot ; 
v'here,  according  to  the  tafte  of  the  times,  the  flowers  had  been  difpofed  in  beds  and 
curious  knots,  at  this  time  very  eafily  to  be  traced  in  the  fanfallic  form  of  the  turf. 

Above  thefe  walks  is  the  Ladies-hill ;  for  here  fat  the  fair  to  fee  their  faithful  knights 
exert  their  vigour  and  addrefs  in  the  tilts  and  tourniments,  performed  in  a  hollow  be- 
tween this  fpot  and  the  callle. 

.  The  church  or  royal  chapel  was  collegiate,  founded  by  popo  Alexander  \^.  at  the  re- 

quefl  of  James  IV.  *  for  a  dean,  fubdean,  facriilan,  chanter,  treafurer,"chanc:iI!or,  arch- 

•  Keith,  aSJ. 
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dean,  fixteen  chaphins,  and  fix  finglng-boys,  which,  with  the  chaplains  and  a  nrnnc- 
mafler,  were  appointed  by  the  king.  The  queen's  confeffor  was  the  dean,  who  had 
epifcopal  jurirdiflion.     The  whole  raoft  richly  endowed. 

The  Carmelites  had  a  houfe  here,  founded  by  James  IV.  in  1494.  Remorfe  for  hia 
ferher*s  death  fcenis  to  have  infti>;ated  him  to  attempt  thefe  pious  atonements.  To 
this  place  he  was  wont  to  retire  from  M  wordly  affairs,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of 
religion  wi'h  all  the  aufterities  of  the  devoted  inhabitants. 

B.neath  the  walls  was  another,  of  Dominicans,  ellablifhed  in  1233,  by  Alexander  U. 
In  this  church  was  interred,  an  impoftor,  who.  at  the  indigation  of  the  Countels  of  Ox- 
ford, affumed  the  character  of  Richard  il.  After  his  retreat,  he  found  here  an  honour- 
able fuppon  to  the  day  of  his  death  *. 

The  hofpita!  for  decayed  merchants,  founded  by  John  Cowan,  a  merchant  of  this 
town,  is  very  richly  endowed.  Here  is  another,  founded  by  Robert  Spitlal,  taylor  to 
James  IV.  for  the  relief  not  only  cf  merchants  but  decayed  tradefmen. 

'Jhis  place  has  experienced  its  fieges,  and  other  calamities  of  war.  In  1 1 75  it  was 
delivered,  by  William  to  the  Englilh,  (with  feveral  other  places)  as  a^^curity  for  his 
acknowledgement,  that  he  held  the  crown  of  Scotland  from  the  lungs  of  England, 
An  inglorious  ceflion,  extorted  by  his  unfortunate  captivity.  But  Richard  I.  the  fuc* 
ceeding  monarch,  reflored  themf. 

■  Dyring  ihe  wars  between  the  Englifli  and  Brucean  Scots,  it  often  changed  mailers. 
In  I  299  it  was  in  poffeflion  of  Edward  I.  whofe  affairs  in  Scotland  were  at  that  time  fo 
bad,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fend  bis  governor  an  order  to  furrender.  But  the  year 
following,  he  retook  it,  after  a  mod  gallant  defence  by  William  Oliphant,  who  gave  it 
upon  terms  ill  obferved  by  the  conqueror. 

In  1303,  it*  was  again  taken  by  the  Scots,  under  Lord  John  Sowles:  Oliphant  re- 
fumed  the  command,  and  in  the  next  year  fullained  a  fecond  fiege.  It  was  battered 
moft  furioufly  by  the  artillery  of  the  age,  which  caft  ftones  of  two  hundred  weight 
againft  the  walls,  and  made  vail  breaches.  At  length,  when  the  garrifon  was  reduced 
to  a  very  few,  the  brave  governor  fubmitted  and  was  received  into  mercy. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  was  befieged  by  Sir  Edward  Bruce.  The  governor. 
Sir  Philip  Mowbray,  made  a  valiant  defence  ;  but,  in  confequpnce  of  the  battle  of  Ban- 
nocboume,  was  reduced  to  yield  to  the  vidlorious  army.  During  the  wars  of  Edward 
III.  it  was  reciprocally  taken  and  re  taken  ;  the  laU  time  in  1341.  The  other  great 
events  of  this  place  have  flipped  my  memory.  I  miift  make  a  long  flride  to  its  meinor- 
able  fiege  in  the  winter  of  1746,  when  the  gallant  old  officer.  General  Blakeney, -baf- 
fled all  the  efforts  of  the  rebels  to  reduce  this  important  place. 

In  the  evening,  pafs  through  the  fmall  town  ofSl.  Ninian,  and  the  village  of  Ban* 
nocboume. , 

Afcend  a  hill,  and  pafs  by  the  reliques  of  Torwood,  noted  for  having  given  flielter 
to  Wallace,  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Falkirk.  Some  remaiiis  of  an  oak,  beneath  which 
the  hero  is  faid  to  have  repofed,  is  ftill  pointed  out  with  great  veneration.  Over  this 
place  paffes  the  Roman  military  road,  which  I  traced  before  to  the  north  of  Dupplin. 
At  fome  diflance  from  this,  leave,  in  a  valley  oh  the  left,  (he  two  mounts,  called  Duni- 
pace,  placed  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Catron,  Car-avon,  or  the  winding  river.  Night 
clofed  on  me  before  I  reached  this  place,  fo  I  mult  (peak  bv  quotation  from  an  inge- 
nious eflay  on  the  antiquities  of  Sterlingffiire,  publilhed  in  the  Edinburgh  magazine. 
The  one,  fays  the  author,  is  perfeftly  round  and  .ibove  fifty  feet  high.  'I  he  other, 
which  he  feems  unwilling  to  admit  to  be  the  work  of  art,  is  of  an  irregular  form,  and 
*  Keiih,  J71.  t  Major,  Tib.  tv.  c.  5.  p.  135,  13^. 
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compofed  of  gravcJ.  Mr,  Gordon  corijeflures  them  to  have  been  exploratory  mounts.; 
the  writer  of  the  effay,  that  they  were  fepulchral.  The  laft  feems  beft  founded,  for,  if 
I  recoilcfl,  the  tops'  of  exploratory  hillg  are  truncated  or  flat. 

I'o  the  north-eaft  of  thefe,  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  at  the  didance  of  a  few  miles, 
(tood  the  celebrated  .antiquity  called  Arthur's  oven,  which  Mr.  Gordoi^  fuppofes  to  have 
been  a  faceltum,  or  little  chapel,  a  repofitory  for  the  Roman  infignia  or  {laiidards. 

This  building  was  circular,  upright  on  the  fides,  and  rounded  towards  the  top,  in 
which,was  anopfnirg  eleven  feet  fix  inches  in  diameter.  Beneath  this  was  on  one  fide 
a  fquare  aperture,  like  a  window  j  under  that  a  door,  whofe  top  formed  a  Roman  arch. 
.The  height  tolhe  round  openingat  the  top  was  twenty-two  fuet ;  the  inner  diameter 
of  the  building  at  the  bottom,  nineteen  feet  fix  inches;  round  the  infide,  Boethius  in- 
forms us,  were  flone  feats  ;  and  on  the  fouth  fide  an  altar.  He  alfo  acquaints  us  that  the 
floor  was  tefTclIated,  as  appeared  by  the  fragments  that  might  be  picked  up  in  his  time*. 
He  adds,  that  there  were  on  fomc  of  the  ilones  the  fculpture  of  eagles,  nearly  defaced 
by  age;  and  that  there  bad  been  an  infcription  on  a  polifhed  ftone,  fignifying  that  the 
building  was  ercded  by  Vefpafian,  in  honour  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  and  the  goddefs 
Victory.  This  he  fpeaks  by  tradition ;  for  our  Edward,  conqueror  of  Scotland,  is 
■charged  with  carrying  it  away  with  him.  All  the  old  hiftorians  that  take  notice  of  this 
edifice  agree  that  it  was  the  work  of  the  Romans;  from  the  Britilh  Nennius  to  the 
Scotch  Buchanan.  How  hr  that  may  be  allowed  will  be  a  future  confideratiun :  at 
prefent )  {hall  only,  in  oppofiuon  to  Mr.  Maitland,  aflert  what  it  was  not,  a  maufoleum 
refembling  the  fcpulchre  of  Meteila  t,  which  is  a  round  tower,  totally  open  at  top.  A 
more  apt  comparitbn  might  be  found  in  the  Calidarium  of  the  baths  of  Dioclefian  J, 
whofe  vaulted  roof,  rounded,  and  with  z  central  aperture,  agrees  with  that  of  the  de» 
plored  Scociilh  antiquity. 

Leaveat  afmalldiilanceon  the  left  Camelon,  the  fiteof  a  Roman  town,  whofe  flreets 
and  walls  might  be  traced  in  the  midft  of  the  ruins  in  the  time  of  Buchanan  §  ;  but,  as 
I  was  informed,  not  a  relique  is  to  be  feen  at  prefent  worthy  of  a  vifit.  The  fea  once 
.  flowed  up  to  this  town,  if  the  report  be  true,  that  fragments  of  anchors  have  been  found 
near  it ;  and  beds  of  oyder-fliells  in  various  places,  at  this  time  remote  from  the  Forth, 
which  is  kept  embanked  from  orerHowing  the  flat  tra£t  in  many  parts  between  this 
place  and  Borrowflonefs.  Buchanan  fuppofes  this  town  to  have  been  the  Caer  guidi  of 
-fhe  venerable  Bede  |j ;  but  as  that  writer  exprefsly  fays,  that  it  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
Forth,  it  was  probably  a  ibrtrefs  on  Inch^Kdth,  as  his  Alcluith  is  another  on  the  firth 
of -Clyde. 

Lie  at  Falkirk,  a  large  ill-built  town,  fupported  by  the  great  fairs  for  black  cattle 
■from  the  Highlands,  it  being  computed  that  24,000  head  are  annually  fold  here. 

Carron  wharf  lies  upon  the  river,  which  falls  a  few  miles  below  into  the  Forth,  and 
is  not  only  ufeful  to  the  great  iron  works  ere^ed  near  it,  but  of  great  fervice  even  to 
'Glafgow,  confidcrable  quantities  of  goods  defined  for  that  city  b^ng  landed  here.  The 
•canal,  which  is  to  form  a  communication  between  this  firth  and  that  of  Clyde,  begins 
■on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mouth  of  the  Carron.  Its  courfe  will  be  above  thirty  miles, 
afliAed  by  thirty-nine  locks.  Ite  weftcm  termination  is  to  be  at  Dalmuir-buim-foot, 
eight  miles  below  Glafgow ;  but,  for  theconveniency  of  that  city,  it  is  propofed  to  form 
another  branch  from  the  great- trunk,  at  a  place  called  the  Stocking-bleachfield,  be* 
tween  two  and  three  miles  dillant  from  the  city. 

•  Lib.  iii.  p.  34.  t  ABtichita  di  Roma  dell'  abate  Vcouti,  torn.  ii.  p.  9.  tab.  67. 

X  Idem,  torn.  I.  p  93.  tab.  31.  j  Lib.  i.c.  21,  iv.  c.  36,  l\  Hift.  Ecder.  lib.i.  c  ti. 
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'  Sept.  18.  Near^Callendar  boufe  at  a  fmall  dillance  eaft  from  Falkirk,  are  foole  large 
remains  of  Antoninus'  wall,  or,  as  it  is  called  iiere,  Grahaia's  dike,  from  the  notibn.  that 
o  eGrahan),"orGrimus*,firft  made  a  breach  in  it,  fuon  after  the  retreat  of  the  Romans 
out  of  Britain.  This  vaft  work  was  effefled  by  LoUius  Urbicus,  governor  of  Britain^ 
'  during  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Ffus,  as  appears  by  infcriptions  found  on  ftones  difco- 
vered  among  the  ruins  of  the  chain  of  forts  that  defended  it.  Molt  of  them  are  in  ho< 
Hour  of  the  emperor ;  one  only  mentions  the  lieutenant  f.  The  wall  itfelf  was  of  turf, 
which  in  this  place  was  forty  feet  broad>  and  the  ditch  thirteen  feet  deep.  Loltius,  after 
d^eattng  the  Britons,  and  recovering  the  country,  whkh  was,  as  Tacitus  {  exprefles  it,  , 
■*  loft  as  foon  as  won,"  reftored  to  the  empire  the  boundary  left  by  Agricola,  and  re« 
moved  the  barbarians  to  a  greater  diflance§.  It  is  probable  that  LoUius  might  either 
place  his  forts  on  the  fame  lite  with  thofe  built  by  Agricola,  or  make  ufe  of  the  fame 
in  cafe  they  were  not  deftroyed ;  but  the  firfl  is  moft  probable,  as  fifty-five  years  had' 
elapfed  from  the  time  that  Agricola  left  the  ifland,  to  the  re-conquell  of  thefe  parts  by 
the  legate  of  Antonine.  This  wall  begins  near  Kirk-Patrick,  on  the  firth  of  Clyde,  and 
ends  at  Caerldden,  two  miles  weft  of  Abercom,  on  the^6rth  of  Forth,  bang,  according 
to  Mr.  Gordon,  in  length  thirty-fix  miles,  «ght  hundred  and  eighty-feven  paces,  and 
defended,  I  think,  by  twelve  if  not  thirteen  forts.  It  is  probable  that  the  Romans  did 
not  keep  polfeflion  even  of  this  wall  for  any  length  of  time ;  for  there  are  no  infcrip- 
tions but  in  honour  of  that  lingle  emperor. 

Continue  our  journey  over  a  naked  and  barren  country.  Leave  on  the  right  the 
nunnery  of -Manwel,  founded  by  Malcolm  IV.  in  1 1 56.  The  reclufes  were  of  the  Cif- 
terdan  order.  Crofs  the  water  of  Avon»  and  enter  the  fhire  of  Linlithgow,  and  foon 
after  have  a  beautiful  view  of  the  town,  the  caftle,  and  the  lake.  This  is  fiippofed  to  be 
AelJndum  of  Ptolemy,  and  to  take  its  name  from  itsfituation  on  a  lake,  or  lin^wllynf 
vfatch  the  word  tin  or  llyn  iignifies. 

The  town  contains  between  three  and  four  thoufand  fouls,  and  carries  on  a  confi- 
derabte  trade  in  drefEng  of  white  leather,  which  is  fent  abroad  to  be  manufaOured.     It 
alfo employs  many  hands  in  drefling  of  flax,  and  in  wool-combing;  for  the  laft,  the    ■ 
wool  is  brought  from  the  borders.     Its  port  was  formerly  BlackneTs,  but  fmce  the  (jeo 
cline  of  that  place,  Burrowftonels,  about  two  miles  diftant  from  Linlithgow; 

Tlie  cftflle  was  founded  by  Edward  L  who  refided  in  it  for  a  whole  winter ;  but  in 
1307-we  find  that  it  was  taken  and  demolifhed  by  one  Binny,  a  Scotfman.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  the  Englifh  poGefied  it  again ;  for  there  is  extant  an  order  for  the 
cuitody  of  the  hofpital  to  Jcmn  Swanlund  jf. 

'.  I  cannot  difcover  by  whom  it  was  i'e-butlt.  It  is  at  prefent  ii  magnificent  edifice,  of  - 
a  fquare  form,  finely  feated  above  the  Uke.  James  V;  and  VI.  ornamented  it  greatly.' 
The  infide  is  much  embellifhed  with  fculpf  ure :  over  an  inner  gate  are  niches,  in  former 
times  holding  the  flatoes  of  a  pope  and  a  cardinal ;  ere£ted,  as  tradition  fays,  by  James  V. 
in  compliment  to  his  holinefs  for  a  prefent  of  a  confecrai^d  fword  and  helmet  f .  Oa 
an  outward  gate,  detached  from  the  building,  are  the  four  orders  of  knighthood,  which 
his  Majefty  bore,  the  garter,  thiftle,  holy-ghoft,  and  golden-fleece. 

Within  the  palace  is  a  handfome  fquare '.  one  fide  is  more  modem  than  the  others, 
having  been  built  by  James  VI.,  and  kept  in  good  repair  till  174$,  when  it  was  acci- 

*  Bacthiii* 

f  Hoidry,  Scotland,  tab.  liii.     See  ilfo  nj  Gift  Tolumct  where  Tome  of  the  inferntiona  are  meDtinncd. 
%  Hill.  Kb.  i.  c  3.  i  Caf  itolinut.  |  Calendar  «£Chartcn,  bj  Sir  Jo£,  Ayiufie,  16a. 
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dentally  bomt  by  the  Kiqg -s  forces.  Tbe  pedim^ts  over  the  wiadpws  w  pe^Iy  omd, 

and  diited  iQig. 

The  otber  fides  are  mpw  ancicDt :  in  one  is  a  room  ninety-five  feet  k»ng,  thirty  fee^ 
fix  inches  wideband  thirty-three  high-  At  one  end  is  a  gallery,  with  three  arches,  per^ 
haps  for  muftc.  Narrow  galleries  run  quite  round  the  old  part,  tp  preferve  commu- 
nications with  the  rooms  ;  in  one  of  which  the  unfortunate  Mary  gtnart  Rr^  lav  tight, 
^er  father,  James  y.^  then  dying,  foretold  the  miferles  that  impended  over  her  aod  tbq 
Itingdom.    *'  It  came,"  faid  he,  "  with  a  lafs,  and  will  be  loft  with  one." 

The  chapel  was  built  by  James  V.,  and  takes  up  one  fide  of  the  fquare.  The  lutchett 
for  the  \|(e  of  the  kings,  and  queens  is  below  ground.  I  heard  here  of  a  lettn*  from 
James  VI.'  ta  borrow  fome  filver  fpoons  for  a  feall ;  and  of  another  to  borrow  from  thq 
Earl  of  Mar  a  pair  of  filk  {lockings,  to  appear  iq  before  the  £ngli(h  amlnflador. 
Though  I  cannot  authenticate  thefe  relations  of  th«  fupplicity  of  the  times ;  yet  I  havQ 
^  curious  letter  from  the  fame  monarch,  to  borrow  a  thoufai^d  oiarkft,  in  the  year  1589, 
Iwing  that  of  his  vedding,  telling  the  lender  (John  Boifwell,  of  Balraato),  '*  Ye  wUi 
rather  hurt,  your  felf  veiry  far,  than  fee  the  diftiounour  of  your  paince  and  native  coon* 
.  t/Tf  with  the  povertie  of  haith  fet  dawne  before  the  face  of  ftrangers." 

The  church  would  be  a  bandfome  building,  if  not  difgraced  with  a  mod  ruinoua 
floor.  I  was  fliewn  the  place  remarkable  for  the  perfonated  apparition  that  appeared 
to  James  IV.,  while  he  was  meditating  the  fatal  expedition  into  England ;  and  which, 
as  bonell  Lifldfay  relates,  as  Toon  as  it  had  delivered  its  meilage,  '*  vaniihed  like  a 
blink  of  the  fun,  or  a  whip  of  a.  whirlwind-"  The  tale  is  told  with  wonderful  fitnpli- 
city,  and  vifould  be  fpoiled  in  the  abridgment :  *'  The  King  (fays  the  hjftoriau  •> 
cai^e  to  Lithgow,  where  he  happened  to  be  at  the  time  for  the  council,  very  fad  and 
dolorous,  making  his  devotion  to  God  to  feod  htm  good  chapce  and  fortune  in  hia 
voyage.  In  this  mean  time  there  came  a  man  clad  in  a  blue  gawo  in  at  the  kirk-door, 
and  belted  ^out  him  in  a  roll  of  Unen-cloth ;  a  pair  of  botrikins  on  his  feet,  to  the  great 
of  his  legs,  withall  other  hofe  and  clofe  conform  thereto ;  but  he  had  no  thing  on  his. 
head,.but  fyde  red  yellow  hair  behind,  ami  on  his  hafEts,  which  wan  down  to  lus  ihoul- 
ders ;  but  his  foreberd  was  bald  and  bare.  He  feemed  to  be  a  man  of  two  and  fifty 
years,  with  a  great  pyke-(laff  in  his  hand,  and  came  firft  forward  among  the  lords,  cry- 
ing and  fpeiring  for  the  King,  faying,  he  defired  to  fpeak  with  him.  While  at  the  laft 
he  came  where  the  King  was  fitting  in  the  defk  at  his  prayers.;  but  when  he  faw  the 
King,  he  made  him  little  reverence  or  falutation,  but  leaned  down  grofKngs  on  the  deHc 
before  him,  and  faid  to  him  in  this  maimer,  as  after  followa.:  *  Sir  £ng,  my  mother 
hath  fent'me  to  you,  (bflring  you  not  to  pafa  at  this  time  where  thou  art  pui^fed ;  for 
if  thou  does,  thou  wilt  not  &re  well  tn  thy  journey,  nor  none  that  pafTeth  with  thee.. 
Fjirther,  fhe  bade  thee  melt  with  no  woman,  nor  ufe-  their  counfel,  nor  let  them  touch 
thy  body,  oor  thou  tbnrs ;  for  if  thou  do  it,  thou  wilt  be  confounded  and  brought  to: 
Ibame.' " 

In  one  of  the  (heets  is  fhewn  the  gallery,  from  whence  Hamilton,  of  Bothwel-hai^h, 
in  1 570,  with  a  blanulefs  revenge  Ibot  the  regent  Murray.  Hamiloon  had  embraced' 
.  the  party  of  his  royal  miflrefs,  Mary  Stuart.  The  regent  beflowed  part  of  his  eQate 
on  one  of  [us  favourites,  who,  in  a.  winter's.  lugbt,  feized  oa  his  hQufe,.and.  tiumed.  his. 
vife  naked  into  the  open  fields.!,  where  before  morning  fhe  became  furioiifly  mad. 
Love  and  party  ra^e  co-operated  fo  ftrongly,  that  he  never  retted  till  he  esecutid 
ltt8pnr]>qf^    He  followed,  the  regent  frqm  place  to  place,  till  the  opportunity  of  a  flctir 
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snaitlt  tfiftJURh  a  crowded  ftrert  rendered  hia  intent  fuccefsful.    He  Bed  to  Fraticfe,  and    ' 
being  there  folicited  to  deftroy  the  admiral  Cofigni,  he  replied,  with  a  generous  refent- 
nent,  *'  That  sot  with  flanding  his  injured  affeOaqn  compelled  him  to  commit  one  mur- 
der,  nothing  fliould  induce  him  to  proftitute  his  fword  In  bafe  aflaffination.** 

Proceed  along  Stralhbrock,  watered  by  the  Atmond.  To  the  right  are  Bathgate 
hitls^  once  noted  for  mines  of  lead-ore,  fo  rich  as  to  be  deemed  filver  mines.  Dine  at 
Kirkliftctfi  bridge;  near  this  phice  in  izgH  Edward  I.  encamped,  jufl  before  the  battle 
of  Falkirk.  He  had  bellowed  among  his  foldiers  a  donative  of  wine,  a  fudden  and  na- 
tional quarrel  arofe  between  his  EngUfli  and  Weifti  troops :  the  laft  wrecked  thejr  re- 
venge on  the  clergy,  and  flew  eighteen  Englifh  ecclefiaftics.  "The  Englifli  hbrfe  made 
great  flaughter  among  my  countrymen^  who  in  drfguft  feparated  themfelves  ffom  |he 
rfrmy*.  Edward  had  not  fewer  than  fifteen  thoufand  Welflimen,  which  he  drew  from 
his  new  conquefts  with  the  defign  of  oppofing  them  to  the  Highlanders  t-  About  a 
nile  farther,  after  eroding  the  Almond,  enter  the  (hire  of  Edinburgh. 

This  riVer  runs  into  the  Forth,  about  four  miles  from  this  place.  On  the  eaftern 
bank  of  its  influx  is  the  village  of  Cramond,  once  a  Roman  ftation  and  port.  Many 
medals,  infcriptions,  and  other  antiquities  t,  have  been  difcovered  here.  Mr.  Gordon 
faya  there  is  one,  and  Mr.  Maitland  that  there  are  three  Roman  roads  leading  to  it  -; 
but  my  time  would  not  permit  me  to  vifit  the  place. 

On  the  right  hand,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  ouf  road,  are  fome  rude  ftones.  On  one, 
called  the  Catftean,  a  compound  of  Celtic  and  Saxon,  figni^ing  the  ftone  of  battle,  is 
this  infcription :  "  In  hoc  tumulo  Jacet  veta  F.  vidi,"  fuppofed  m  meraofy  of  a  perfon 
fiain  here. 

Vifit,  on  the  road  fide,  CoHlorphine,  a  collegiate  church,  in  which  are  two  monu- 
ments of  the  Foreders,  ancient  owners  of  the  place,  each  recumbent.  One  preferves 
the  memory  of  Sir  John  Forefter,  wlio  made  thechurch  collegiate  in  .1429,  and  fixed 
here  a  provoft,  five  prebendaries,  add  two  finging-boys.  Here  is  alfo  an  infcriptionto' 
the  fiilt  provofl,  Nicholas  Bannochtyne,  dated  1470,  concluding  with  a  requell  to  the 
reader  to  '*  pray  for  the  pope  and  him."  Crofs  the  water  of  Leith,  at  CoUlbridge^  and 
|(>on  arrive  at  Edinburgh. 

I  fhall  here  take  notice  of  thofe  remarkable  places  which  efcaped  my  notice  in  my 
ibrffler  tour,  or  at  leafl  merited  a  Ihtle  further  mention  than  I  at  that  time  paid  them.  I 
ftatl  begin  with  the  caftle  that  crowns  the  precipitous  fummit  of  this  fingular  city. 

TlMt  forirtfeis  of  gretft  antiquity.  The  ancient  Britifli  name  was  Caftell  Mynydd 
Agned.  Our  long-loft  Arthur,  if  Nennius  §  is  to  be  credited,  obtained  one  of  his  vic- 
*»ries  in  its  neighbourhood.  His  name  is  ftill  retained  in  the  great  rock  impending 
over  the  city,  literally  tranflated  from  the  Britifii,  Cader,  the  feat  of  Arthur.  Maitland, 
*ho  gives  the'  moft  probable  account  of  the  derivation  of  the  name,  attributes  it  to 
Edwin,  King  of  Norfhumberiand,  who,  from  the  conquefts  of  his  predeceflbrs,  was  in 
poffeffion  of  all  the  traft  froirt  the  Humber  to  the  firth  of  Forth.  Accordingly  we  find, 
in  very  old  writers,  that  the  place  was  called  Edwinfburch,  and  Edwinfburg  ||.  It  con- 
tiaued  in  the  hands  of  the  Savons,  or  Englifli,  from  the  invafion  of  0£ta  and  E&ufa,  ia 
Ihtf  year  453,  till  the  defeat  of  Egfrid,  King  of  Northumberland,  in  685,  by  the  Prds, 
■*ho  then  re-pofleflied  themfelves  of  it.  The  Saxon  Kings  of  Northumberland  re-cort. 
quered  it  in  the  ninth  cent-ury,  and  ihdr  fucceObrs  retained  it  tHlit  was  given  up  to 
lndulfu8,King  of  Scotland,  about  the  year  -956.  All  the  names  in  this  traS  are  of  Saxon 
'  or^in,UKl  the  language  now  fpoken  is  full  of  old  Englifli  words  and  phrafes. 

«  AnniliSootlaDd,  z$7-  f  Carte,  1".  264.  j:' Gordon's  Itio.  116,117.  Hotfely,  p.  J04.. 
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The  caftle  i^  of  great  ftrength  ;  and,  as  it  was  for  a  long  tjme  fuppofed  to  be  imftreff- 
nable,  was  catted  the  Matden-caftle.  Edward  I.,  in  i  9q6,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it-  U' 
afewdayn;  but  in  the  rdgn  of  his  fucceflbr  it  was,  in  1315,  furpri^ed  and  taken  by: 
.Thomas  Randolph,  Earl  of  Murray.  It  fell  again  into  the  haiids  of  the  £Qgtifli,  who,, 
in  1341,  IoH  it  by  a  (tratagem  contrived  by  Sir  William  Douglas.  Heentered  the  har- 
bour of  Leith,  with  a  velfel  loaden  with  proviflons,  and  manned  with  about  two  hundred 
Highlanders.  He  difgutfed  twelve  in  the  drefs  of  peafants,  and  placed  the  reft  in  am- 
btifb  amidlt  th^  ruins  of  an  abbey.  He  led  the  firft  up  to  the  caftle,  accompanying 
twelve  horfes  laden  with  oats  and  fuel :  he  offered  thefe  to  fale  to  the  porter,  wha 
telling  him  that  the  garrifon  Hood  in  great  want  of  them,  let  Sir  >V>lliam  into  the  gate- 
way. They  flew  the  porter,  blockaded  the  gate,  by  killing  iheir'horfee  in  the  midd  of 
it,  and  aflembling  their  other  party  by  found  of  liom,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
pUice. 

The  hero  Kirkaldie  diftinguiflied  the  year  1 571  by  a  gallant  defence  of  ttus  caftle,. 
which  he  kept,  in  hopes  of  mending  the  fortunes  of  his  unhappy  millrels,then  imprifoned 
in  England.  For  Uiree  and  thirty  days  he  refilled  all  the  efforts  of  the  Scots  and  the' 
Eiiglim,  excited  by  courage  and  emulation.  At  length,  when  the  v'alls  were  battered 
down,  the  wells  dellroyed,  and  the^vhole  rendered  a  heap  qi  rubbilh,  he  refotved  to 
penfli  gioriouily  in  the  tall  intrenchment ;  bucthe  garrifon,  which  wanted  his  hertHfm,. 
or  had  not  the  fame  reafon  f(«*  defpair,  mutinied,  and  forced  him  to  furrajder  •. 

In  1650  it  fudained  a  fiege  of  above  two  months  againd  the  parliament  army,  com- 
nianded  by  Cromwell,  and  furrendered  at  length  on  very  honourable  terms f. 

At  the  Revolution,  it  was  held  for  fome  time  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon  for  the  abdi- 
cating prince.  When  his  grace  furrendered  his  diarge,  he  made  terms  for  every  one 
under  his  command ;  but,  with  uncommon  fpirit  and  generofity,  fubmitted  liis  own. 
life  and  interefts  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror  J..  After  the  city  was  poffeffed  by  the 
rebels  in  1745,  it  underwent  a  ibort  and  impotent  fiege.  Ihe  royalills,  under  the. 
Generals  Gudl  and  Freflon,  kept  quiet  poffefHon  of  it,  after  a  few  weak  and  UDavailing. 
hodilities. 

Beneath  the  Soor  of  one  of  the  paflages  were  interred  the  remains  of  William  Earl 
of  Douglas,  and  his'  brother.  Thefe  noble  youths  (too  powerful-  for  fubje£ls)-were 
inveigled  here,  on  the  ^itb  of  the  royal  word,  and  whUe  ihey  were  fit-ting  at  table  with- 
their  prince  were  feized  and  hurried  to  the  block.  Hiftory  mentions  an  uncommoa 
circumdance.  A  butl's  head  was  ferved  up,  a  lignal  in  thofe  days  <^  appKKwhiog  death. 
The  Douglafes  grew  pale  at  the  fight,  accepting  the  omen  ^. 

In  a  fmail  room  in  this  fortrefs  Mary  Stuart  brought  into  the  worU  ^mes  VI.,  an 
event  of  which  fome  uncouth  rhymes  on  the  wall  inform  the  ftranger.  ^ 

The  regalia  of  Scotland  are  faid  to  be  preferved  here,  and  a  room  in  which  they  are 
kept  is  pointed  out,,  but  made  up  and  inacceflible.  According  to  Maidand,  they  were 
acknowledged  to  have  been  here  in  1 707,  as  appears  by  a.  formal  inilrument  preferved 
by  [hat  hiltorian. 

The  great  cannon  called  Mons-meg,  made  of  iron  bars,,  bonnd  together-  with  iron 
hoops,  was  a  curioQty  preferved  in  this  fortre^^  till  it  was  tranfported  fome  years  ago 
to  London.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  brought  here  from  Roxburgh,  and  tbat.oae  of  tb^ 
fame  kind  proved  fatal  to  James  U.,  by  burfUng.  sear  the  royat  perfon. 

.  *  RobcrlfoB,  ii.  48.  -  +  Whiulock,  485.  J  Hift.  Goidons,  u<-6etf. 
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The  ckj  is  ofhr  later  date  fhan  the  caflle.  Walflngham,  who  vrote  about  the  year 
1440,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  mean  place,  and  the  hoafes  covered  only  with  thatch ;  yet  Froif- 
fart,  who  lived  prior  to  the  former,  fays,  it  was  •*  la  principal  fiege  du  royaume,  et  aufll. 
pir  ufage  le  Roy  d'Ecoce  Py  tenoit,  (car  il  y  a  bon  chattel,  &  bonne  grbffe  ville,  et  beau 
facure*.)"  But  it  feemsnotto|iavebeeninany  veryflourifhing  condition  lillthe  reign 
of  James  Im  in  irtiofe  Uft  year  (1436)  a  parKament  was  firft  held  here.  After  thde 
-meetings  were  continued,  it«  profperity  increafed,  2nd  the  imporUiKe  of  Perth,  before 
confiderable,  began  to  leflen.  Till  that  period,  the  princes  and  parliaments  of  Scotland 
thought  the*  fitth  of  Forth  a  proper  Security  a^iainft  the  inroads  of  the  Englifb,  who  oft«i 
carried  their  depredations  as  far  as  this  city,  and  often  facked  it, 

I  fllould  mention  that,  befides  the  caftle,  it  was  alfo  guarded  by  walls  and  gates.  The 
firft  began  near  the  (buthern  bafe  of  the  caftle,  and ,  protecting  the  town  on  the  fouth 
and  eaft,  terminated  near  the  North  loch,  then  filled  with  water,  and  a  fufficient  fecurity. 
on  that  fide. 

The  gate*  are  numerous,  but  none  that  are  now  flanding  are  in  any  degree  remaHc- 
able.  The  Netherbow-port,  which  flood  at  thChead  of  the  Cannon^ate  ftreet,  waS' 
buih  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.,  but  is  now  demollfhed.  A  figure  of  it  is  preferved  in 
Maitland'sHiftory  of£dinbur|;h  ;  and  a  Hill  finer,  but  fcarce,  etching  of  it  isfometimes 
met  with,  the  work  of  Mr.  Alexander  Runciman. 

To  pttrfoe  the  defcriptioa  of  Edinburgh,  I  (hall  begin  with  the  great  flreet,  wbich, 
under  feveral  namesi  is  continued  almoll  in  a  line  from  the  caftle  to  Holyrood-houfe, 
being  in  length  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  jn  fame  places  aghty  feet  wide,  and  in  the  part 
called  the  High-flreet,  finely  built. 

In  the  flfeet  called  the  Caftte.hitl  is  the  great  referroir  for  fupplying  the  dty  with 
water.  Below  this  ii  the  lawiMnarket,  where  erery  Wednefday  ar^  foJd-liaen%. 
checks,  &c. 

The  vieightag-hoare»  which  brings  in- a  hrge  revenue  to  thecity,  ftands  at  the  Boww 
bead,  at  tne  u[^er  end  of  the  lawn-market. 

Near  that  are  the  Luckenbooths,  with  the  tolboofh,  or  city  prifon.  The  guard-houfc 
is  a  little  lower.  I  think  the  guard)  confifts  in  all  of  feventy-five  men,  commanded  by 
the  provoft  and  three  lieutenants,  who  are  ftyled  captains.  The  men  are  well  cloathed 
and  aimed.  Inftead  of  the  hatt>erty  thsy  Hill  retain  the  ancient  weapon,  the  Locha-- 
ber  ax» 

In  the  ParUament-dofe,  a  fmall  fqaare,  is  the  Parliament-houfe,- where  the  courts  of 
juftice  are  held.  Beneath  are  the  advocates'  library,  and  the  regifter-office.  In  my~ 
former  Tour  I-  mentioned  certain  curiolities  preferved  in  the  library  i  but  negieded  the  ' 
nodce  of  others  in  a  fmall  but  feled  private  cabinet. 

Amoiig  others  is  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  John  Macgowan,  difcovered  near  this  dty,  is  an 
elegant  foralaimage  of  a  beautiful  Naiad,  with  a  little  fatyr  in  one  arm.  On  her  head. 
is  a  wine. vat,  or  fome  fuch  veflel,  to  denote  h^  an-  attendant  on  Bacchus ;  and  beneath 
one  foot,,  a  fubverted  vafe,  expreffive  of  her  c1iara£ter  as  a  nyntph  of  the  fonntains.: 
The  fatyr  is  given  her,  not  only  to  fliew'  her  relation  to  the  jovial  god,  but  from  the  opi*- 
nion  that  the  Naiades  were  mothers  t  of  that  fylvan  race. 

A  veiTel  refembling  a  tea-pot,  with  a  handle  and  fpout:  it  wants  a  lid,  but  the  ori-'- 
fice  is  covered  with  a  fixed  plate,  full  of  perforations,  like  thofe  of  a  watering-pot,. 
Count  Caylus  has  given  a  figure  of  a  pot  of  this  kind  y  but  is  as  ignorant  as  myfeifo^ 
its  ufe. 


•  Froiflart,  lib.  ii.  p.  145. 

f  Moufaucw,  from  the  aotboritj  of  Noiuiii*.    Antiq.  £sp).  i.  parrii.  a6.i* 
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Some  fpear-heads,  and  a  brazen  celt  finely  gilt.  TtuR  embetUfhment  of  the  laft  tn- 
tknates,  that  the  inllrumehis  of  that  fort  wefe  not  hr  mechanic  ufes,  but  probably  the: 
heads  of  javelins  or  enfign  R-iSs  *. 

In  the  fame  colleftion  is  an  iron  vhfp,  a  moft  cruel  inflrument  of  puniihntent  amone 
the  Romans  t>  The  handle  is  Qiort ;  the  lafli,  a  chain  dividing  into  three  parts,  witE 
a  bulUt  at  the  end  of  each.  Thefe  bullets  were  fometimesof  lead,  fometimes  of  \  cop. 
per.  Whips  of  this  kind  are  often  feen  in  paintings  of  martyrdoms.  It  is  fmgular, 
that  the  Europwans  found  amoni;  the  natives  of  Bengal  this  clafiical  fcourge,  or  one 
nearly  refembling  it :  the  bullets  in  the  Indian  chawbuc,  or  whip,  being  affixed  to 
thongs  inftead  of  chains. 

The  great  church,  divided  into  four  places  of  worfhip ;  and  St.  Gile^s,  with  its 
tower  terminated  by  a  crown  of  ftone,  built  by  a  Milne,  anceftor  of  a  celebrated  race 
of  architects,  grace  part  of  the  llreet  below  the  Parliament-clofe. 

1  he  Trone  church  is  remarkable  for  its  fine  Ionic  front. 

Here  are  four  chapels  for  the  ufe  of  the  proteftants  of  the  church  of  England.  The 
new  one,  when  completed,  wilt  be  a  moft  elegant  building,  and  the  front  adorned  with 
a  beautiful  portico,  fupported  by  fix  Doric  pillars,  with  fuitable  finifhing.  Over  the 
altar  iaan  aTcenfion  by  Mr.  Runciman,  and  here  are  befides  four  other  paintings  by 
the  &me  gentleman.  Thefe,  with  a  fine  organ,  are  comfortable  proofe  of  the  mo* 
deration  that  at  prefent  reigns  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  wtuch  a  few  years  ago  would 
have  looked  with  horror  on  thefe  innocent  decorations,  and  never  have  permitted  to 
others  what  they  did  not  approve.  Perhaps  the  difapprobation  ftill  continues ;  then 
how  far  more  meritoriousis  this  toleration f 

At  the  bottom  of  Canon-gate  flands  the  magnificent  palace  of  HoIyrood-houTe,  once 
an  abby  of  canons  regular  of  St.  Auguftine,  founded  by  David  L  in  1 138,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  holy-crofs.  This  was  the  richeft  of  the  religious  houfes  in  North  Britain, 
the- annual  revenue,  at  the  Refermation,  amounting  to  two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  twei:ty-fix  pounds  Scots  §,  befides  numbers  of  rents  in  kind.  In  1547,  it  was 
almoll  ruined  by  the  Regent  Duke  of  Somerfel,  who  totally  uncovered  it,  and  took 
away  with  him  the  lead  and  bells. 

.  That  beautiful  piece  of  Gothic  archite£ture,  the  chapel,  is  now  a  ruin,  the  ro<^ 
having  fallen  in.  It  was  fitted  up  in  a  moll  elegant  manner  by  James  VI-I.  At  the 
end  was  a  throne  for  the  fovereign,  and  on  the  fides  twelve  flails  for  the  knights  com- 
panions of  the  tbifUe  ^  but^  in  t088,  the  whole  was  demoliffied  by  the  fury  of  ^ 
mob. 

In  the  apartments  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  who  is  hereditary  houfe^^ 
Jteeper,  are  feveral  curious  portraits.  A  meng  them,  a  full  length  of  a  all  youth,  with- 
his  hat  on  a  table.  It  is  called  that  of  H«nry  Damley,  bur,  by  thfl  countenance,  I 
fliould  rather  imagine  it  to  be  that  of  Henry  Prince  of  Wales  Q. 

A  head  01  Jams  IV.  in  black,  withemune;  the  hair  lank  and  diort.  From  the 
jreat  refembUnce  to  Henry  VII.  1  am.  tempted  to  think  it  the  portrait  of  James  V., 
who  was  defcended  from  the  daughter  of  Henry. 

Mary  Stuart,  aged  about  fifteen-;  ahalf  length,  fhaighr and  Sender ;  large  brocade 
-fleeves,  fmall  ruff,  auburn  hair. 

A  head  of  Cardinal  Beaton,  black  hair,  fmooth  face,  a  red  cdlof.  An  ambitious^ 
4niel,  and  licentious  pnell ;  So  fupehor  to  decency,  that  he  pvUicly  married  one  of  hi^ 

•  Borlafi;,  Ami.  Ccmiwall.  t  Ciylua,  »ii.  815.  J  Mostfauwo,  V.  part  il.  345. 

(  A  Scotch  pound  ii  twenty  ptoct ;  a  Scotch  maik  ittirtcta  ftntt. 
0  Vide  Mr.  6rang«t'«  Biogrspby,  i.  jij.     bvo  cdk. 
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fix  natural  children  to  the  mader  of  Crawford,  owned  her  for  hU  daughter,  and  gave 
vith  her  (in  thpfe  days)  the  vaft  fortune  of  four  thoufaad  nurks,  Scots. 

A  ftern  half  length  of  John  Knox,  writing. 

Lord  John  Belafys,  in  a  red  doublet  and  flalhed  fleeves,  young  and  handfome ;  Ton 
of  Lord  Fauconberg.  A  perfon,  fays  the  noble  hiftorian,  of  exemplary  induftry  and 
courage,  who  raifed  fix  regiments  for  the  King's  fervice,  and  behaved  with  great  fpirit 
in  feveral  engagements ;  at  length,  being  made  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in 
Yorkfliire,  at  the  battle  of  Selby,  funk  beneath  the  fuperior  fortune  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fair^x,  and  was  by  him  taken  prifoner.  He  receired  great  honours  at  the  Beftora- 
don,  and  lived  till  the  year  1689. 

A  Ane  old  portrait,  a  half  length  in  rich  armour. 

Twenty  fmall  heads,  in  black  lead,  of  the  family  of  Hamilton  and  its  allies.  Very- 
Beat. 

The  hfe  of  Hercules,  in  ten  fmall  pieces,  highly  finiflied,  but  with  a  ftiff  outline,  lik« 
^e  manner  of  Albert  Durer.  In  the  back  ground  are  views  of  Flemilh  houfes,  fo 
probably  ihefe  were  the  work  of  a  Fleraifli  artift.  Perhaps  of  John  de  Mabeufe,  who 
was  in  England  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  The  fet  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  part  of 
the  colleftion  of  Sir  Peter  Leiy  *. 

Edward  Earl  of  Jerfey,  a  nobleman  in  great  trull  with  Kmg  William  ;  ambaflador  to 
France,  and  fecretary  of  (late ;  in  the  next  reign,  lord  chamberlain,  and  appointed  lord- 
privy  feal  on  the  day  of  his  death,  Auguft  1 1,  1711. 

At  Lord  Dunmore's  lodgings  is  a  very  fine  pifture,  by  Mytens,  of  Charles  L  and  his 
Queen,  going  to  ride,  with  the  fliy  (howering  rofes  on  them.  The  Queen  is  painted 
with  a  love-lock,  and  with  browner  hair  and  complexion,  and  younger  than  any  of  her 
portraits  I  have  feen.  A  black  fVands  by  them  holding  a  grey  horie ;  and  the  celebrated 
dwarf  Jeffery  Hudfon  attends,  holding  a  fpaniel  in  a  ftring.  Several  other  dogs  ars 
fporting  around.  The  little  hero  in  this  piece  underwent  a  life  of  vaft  variety.  Ha 
was  bom  the  fon  of  a  labourer  at  Oakham,'  in  1619  ;  at  the  age  of  feven  he  was  not 
eighteen  inches  high,  at  which  time  he  was  taken  into  the  fiamily  of  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, at  Burleigh  on  the  hill,  and  had  there  the  honour  of  being  lerved  up  to  table 
in  a  cold  pye,  to  furprize  the  court  then  on  a  progrefs.  On  the  marriage  of  Charles- 
the  firft,  he  was  promoted  to  the  fervice  of  Henrietta ;  and  was  even  fo  far  trufted  as 
to  be  fent  to  France  to  bring  over  her  Majefty's  midwife.  In  his  paflage  he  was  takea^ 
by  a  pirate,  and  carried  into  Dunkirk.  His  captivity  gave  rife  to  the  Jeoffreidos,  a 
poem,  by  Sir  William  Davenant,  on  his  duel  in  that  port  with  a  turkey-cock.  His  . 
diminutive  fize  did  not  prevoit  his  afting  in  a  military  capacity,  for,  during  the  civil, 
wars,  he  ferved  as  captain  of  horfe.  In  following  the  fortunes  of  his  miftreTs  into 
France,  he  unluckily  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  Mr.  Crofts,  who  came  into  the  field 
armed  only  with  a  fquirt ;  afecond  meeting  was  appointed,  on  horfeback,  when  J  -ffery 
killed  his  antagonift  at  the  firft  (hot.  For  this  he  was  expelled  the  court,  which  fent  him 
tb  f»,  when  he  was  again  captive  to  a  Turkifh  rover,  and  fold  into  Barbary.  On  his 
releafe  he  was  made  a- captain  in  the  royal  navy  ;  and  on  the  final  retreat  of  Henrietta,, 
attended- her  to  France,  and  remained  theK  till-  the  Reftoruion.  In  16S2,  this  little 
.  creature  -was  made  of  that  importance  as  to  be  ftjppoled  to  be  concerned  in  the  PopKEt^ 
plot,  and  was  committed  to  the  gate-houfe;  where  he  ended  his  life,  at  the  age  of: 
ftxty-three,,pafed  with  ail  the  eonfequential  afitivity  of  a  Lilliputian  hero  t. 

•-Walpote'i  Anecd.-^'nting,  i.  50-  ^  < 

-^  Vide  Fuller,  Wrig,Kc*»  RuUtii^ire,  p.  195,  and'  the  nma  CBtcrtaining  acooutit  In  Mr.  Walpole.'t ' 

Apec<]«ut  of  Fjdhung^  toL  ii,  10^ 
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The  prectn£ls  of  this  abby,  including  the  park  (awt  to  be  mentioned)  and  a  fpaee 
.  as  far  as  I>udding(lon,  is  flill  a  place  of  refuge  to  the  unfortunate  debtor }  and  has  its 
bailey,  who  keeps  courts,  and  puniOies  offenders  within  his  jurifdi£Uon. 

The  college,  founded  by  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  in  158a,  in  confequence  of  a 
legacy  left  in  1558,  for  that  ufeful  end,  by  Robert  Reid,  bifliop  of  Orkney,  is  a  very 
mean  building.  It  is  built  on  the  fite  of  the  collegiate  church  of  Kirk-of-field,  for- 
merly dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  in  popifh  times  fupplied  wich  a  provoft  and  ten  pre- 
bvnds. 

The  mufeum  is  at  prefent  totally  empty,  for  fuch  has  been  the  negligmce  of  palt 
'times,  that  fcarce  a  fpecimen  of  the  noble  collection  depofited  in  it  by  Sir  Andrew 
Balfour,  is  to  be  met  with,  any  more  than  the  great  additions  made  to  it  by  Sir  Robert 
Sibbald. 

The  feffion,  as  they  term  it,  of  the  unlverfity  of  Edinburgh,  begins  on  November  i, 
and  continues  fix  months.  Soon  after  the  commencement  a  genend  day  is  appointed 
for  matriculation,  if  a  form  can  be  fo  called,  which  is  annoally  repeated  by  each  {tu* 
dent,  as  long  as  he  ftays.  It  was  begun  in  the  year  1764,  and  was  looked  upcm  as 
an  innovation,  intended  both  to  gain  a  footing  for  fouic  authority  over  the  lludents, 
and  to  raife  a  fund  for  the  public  library.  The  manner  teas  this :  a  folemn  obligation 
(in  Latin)  to  behave  well,  to  refpeA  the  authority  and  interefts  of  the  univerfity,  and 
obey  its  laws  (of  which  they  were  allowed  to  be  entirely  ignorant)  was  written  in  a 
book,  and  the  ftudects  fubfcribed  their  names  underneath  in  alphabetical  order.  A 
fum,  notlefs  Jhan  half>a-crown,  was  at  the  fame  time  demanded,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
, library.;  in  return  for  which  a  ticket  was  given,  entitling  the  bearer  to  the  ufe  of  books, 
upon  depofiting  their  value  in  money  by  way  of  fecurity.  I  never  heard  of  the  leaft 
cognizance  taken  of  the  morals  and  Conduct  of  any  Undent,  though  I  believe  there  are 
a  few  indances  of  expulfion  for  very  flagitious  crimes.  D^rees  in  phyfic  ufed  to  be 
conferred  like  thofe  in  divinity  and  law,  at  the  pieafure  of  the  heads,  without  any  ne- 
ceflity  of  having  fludied  either  there  or  at  any  other  univerfity  ;  but,  on  the  l:ul  in- 
.  Aance  of  this  kind,  in  the  year  1765,  or  64,  feveral  Rudents,  {Hqued  at  a  proceeding 
which  put  on  a  footing  with  themfelves  perfons  whom  they  thought  not  entitled  to 
academical  honours,  mutually  engaged  not  to  take  a  degree  at  Edinburgh.  The  pro< 
kthrSf  alarmed  at  this  refolution,  gave  an  alTurance,  that  for  the  future  no  degree  in 
phyfic  '{hould  be  conferred  without  at  lead  two  years  ftudying  at  the  place,  and  at- 
tendance upon  all  the  medical  clafles.  This  has  been,  I  betieve,  rigoroufly adhered  toj 
moreover  th^  examinations,  previous  to  conferring  the  degree,  are  faid  to  be  very 
ftrift.  By  a  regulation  of  a  later  date,  degrees  are  only  granted  in  the  fummer,  twice  a 
year,  during  the  recefe  ifrom  bufinefs.  The  number  of  medical  ftudents  are  now  an- 
nually reckoned  at  about'  t^ree  hundred  ;  a  majority  of  whom,  bong  only  deftgned  for 
the  lower  branches  of  the  profeHion,  ftay  but  one  feilion.  Every  one  is  at  liberty  to 
attend  what  lectures  he  choofes,  and  in  what  order ;  except  that  thofe  who  mean  to 
graduate,  mufl,  duriag  thtir  {lay,  attend  all  the  truly  medical  ones.  They  who  have 
.  leifure  and  means  properly  *o  complete  their  medical  edacation,  feJdom  (lay  lefs  than 
three  fcfEonr,  and  frequently  more.  LeAures  in  botany,  and  attendance  <m  the  iiw 
firmary^  go  forward  in  the  fummer  -,  and  a  good  many  of  the  (ludents,  efpecially  thofe 
who  come  from  a  diftance,  continue  at  Edinburgh  during  that  feafon. 

This  univerfity  began  to  be  celebrated  for  the  ftudy  of  medicine  about  the  year 
1730}  when  a  number  of  gentlemen,  natives  of  this  country,  and  pupils  of  the  uluf- 
trious  Boerhaave,  fettled  here,  and  filled  the  profeflbr's  chairs  with  fuch  abilitiec,  as 
ierved  to  eftablilh  Edinburgh  for  the  ieat  of  inftru£lioa  in  the  healing  ait.    J(.was 
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its  peculiar  good  fortune  to  have  a  fucceflion  of  profefibrs  of  moft  dldinfruillied  parts, 
which  has  preferved  its  fame  with  undiniinifhcd  luflre  lo  the  very  prefent  time. 

Near  the  college  is  the  Trades-maiden-horpiial,  a  plain,  neat  building,  witii  eleven 
■windows  in  front,  founded  in  1707,  by  the  mechanics  of  the  city,  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  daughters  of  their  dtcayed  brethren.  Mrs.  Mary  Erikine  (of  whom  more  will 
be  mentioned  hereafter)  contributed  largely  towards  this  defign,  and  had  the  honour 
■of  being  entitled  joint  foundrefs.     It  maintains,  at  prefent,  fifty-two  girls. 

Soniewhnt  farihor  are  two  churches  under  one  roof,  cslkd  the  Grey  friers.  The 
convent  belonging  to  it  was  founded  by  James  I.  for  the  purpofe  of  inflrufling  his 
people  in  divinity  and  phitofophy,  and  was  faid  to  have  been  fo  magnificent,  that  ih? 
iiiperior,  who  wns  fent  for  from  Ziiric-zce  to  prefide,  at  firfl  declined  accepting  it.  -la 
this  church  I  hadihe  falisfaftion  of  hearing  divine  fervice  perfurmed  by  the  celebrati*d 
Dr.  Robertfon.  It  began  with  a  hymn ;  the  minifter  then  repeated  a  prayer  to  a  fianding 
congregation,  who  do  not  dillrail  their  attcnlion  by  bows  and  complimenis  to  each 
other,  like  the  good  people  in  England.  He  then  gave  an  ocellent  comment  on  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  which  is  calKd  the  lecture.  Alter  this  fuccceded  another  hymn, 
and  prayer,  the  fermon,  a  third  hymn,  and  the  benediflion. 

Near  this  church  is  a  pleafing  groupe  of  charitable  foundations,  the  genuine  fruits 
of  religion.  Immediately  behind  it  is  the  great  workhoufe,  the  receptacle  of  the  poor 
of  the  city.  "When  completed,  it  is  to  confift  of  a  centre  and  two  wings,  but  the  lali 
are  not  yet  finifhed.  It  maintains  about  fix  or  feven  hundred  perfons  of  all  ages ; 
each  of  whom  contribute  by  their  labour  to  their  fupport.  Befides  thefo  are  about 
two  hundred  out-penrioner?,  who  have  fixpence  or  a  fliilling  a  week.  Near  it  are  three 
other  buildings  dependent  on  it ;  one  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  the  fecond  for  the 
fick,  the  third  for  a  fort  of  weaving  fchool. 

Ihe  orphan- hofpital  was  begun  in  1733,  under  the  aufpices  of  Mr.  Andrew  Gair- 
diner,  and  other  charitable  perfons.  At  prefent  it  maintains  feventy  poor  children, 
■who  weave  their  own  cloaths,  and  afiifl:  in  the  whole  economy  of  the  houfe.  The 
building  is  very  handfome,  and  has  nine  windows  in  front. 

To  the  weft  of  this  is  Herriot's- hofpital,  a  magnificent  pile  of  Gothic  Grecian  arcKi- 
teflure,  founded  by  George  Herriot,  gotdfmith  and  jeweller  to  Anne  of  Denmark, 
who  left  the  vail  fum  of  near  forty  four  ihourand  pounds  fterling  for  the  building  and 
elidowment.  It-is  deftined  for  the  fupport  of  boys,  and  maintains  at  prefent. a  hun- 
dred and  three.  Within  is  a  handfome  fquare,  with  the  ftafuc  of  the  founder.  In 
the  council-room  is  his  portrait, -a  half  length  by  Scougal :  in  his  hand  are  fome  jewels ; 
for  to  that  branch  of  his  bufmefs  he  owed  his  fortune,  particularly  by  the  p'ofufion 
bought  for  the  wedding  of  the  princefs  of  Bohemia.  He  was  metnber  of  the  EngHfh 
parliament ;  and  died,  aged  63,  in  the  year  1623. 

In  the  fame  room  is  a  head  of  William  Aytone,  mafon,  and  builder  of  the  hofpital. 
Behind  this  is  another  fine  foundation,  called  Watfon's  hofpital,  a  building  with 
twenty-one  windows  in  front.  The  founder  owing  his  rife  to  the  charity  of  a  relation, 
eftabliQied  this  houfe,  for  the  fupport  of  about  fixty  boys,  fons  and  grandfans  of  de- 
cayed merchants  of  Edinburgh.  They  are  educated  here,  and  apprenticed  out.;  and^ 
after  having  ferved  their  times  with  credit,  and  remained  after  that  three  years  uu. 
married,  receive  fifty  pounds  to  fet  up  with. 

The  Merchants-niaiden-hofpitai  lies  north-eafl  of  .Watfon's.     It  owes  its  inftitution 

to  the  merciiants  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  fame  Mrs.  Mary  Erflune   before  mentioned, 

for  the  maintenance  of  the  girls  of  diftreffed  burgeffes.     It  fupports  about, Cxly,  who 
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tppeor  on  Sunilays  in  a  dreft  ttvAy^it^teK  muaditiitt  i&  duk  browa  gowBs,  blade  fiOc 
haiidkerchiefst  and  black  filk  bonnets. 

~  The  private  ads  of  charity  are  alTo  very  confideiable.  Every  Sunday  a  coUedion  U 
made  for  the  fick  and  necelStous.  Such  a  religious  refped  do  the  common  peo[^ 
pay  to  this  fund,  that  nothing  but  extreme  diilrefs  will  mduce  them  to  apply  tor  re. 
net.  It  feems  to  them  a  fort  of  facrilege  to  partake  unneceflarily  of  a  bounty  deftined 
for  the  miferable ;  and  children  will  undergo  any  labour  to  prevent  theu:  parents  from 
becoming  burthenfome  to  this  parochial  ftock. 

The  New  Town  is  conne£ted  to  the  city  by  a  very  beautiful  bridge,  whofe  higheft 
arch  is  ninety-five  feet  high,  and  feventy-two  feet  wide.  This  bridge  is  Sui^  over  a 
deep  glen,  once  filled  with  water,  and  called  the  North-loch,  but  at  prefent  drained. 
To  the  estd  and  to  the  north  of  this  bridge,  is  a  motley  afTemblage  of  churches,  metho* 
dill  meeting,  hofpitals,  and  play-boufe.  The  old  Trinity  collegiate  church,  founded  by 
MaryofGueldres,  mother  to  James  IIL  isaGothic  pile.  Near  it  is  an  hoQiital,  founded 
on  the  ditTolution  of  the  former :  it  maintains,  in  a  moft  comfortable  manner,  numbers 
of  aged  perfons  of  each  fex }  for  befldes  good  diet,  they  have  the  luxury  of  a  garden 
and  library. 

Leith,  the  port  of  Edinburgh,  isfeated  about  two  miles  to  the  eall,  is  now  a  coafider- 
able  town,  dwided  into  two  parifhes,  called  north  and  fouth  Ldth,  feparated  by  a  ma 
of  the  fame  name.  The  original  name  was  Inverleith,  and  is  ^^  mentioned  in  1339, 
in  a  grant  of  it  to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  under  whofe  jurifdiftion  it  lies.  They  ap- 
point out  of  the  old  magistrates  a  baron  bailiff,  who  with  the  afliAance  of  other  officeis 
direds  the  a&irs  of  the  place.  It  was  for  fome  time  the  refidence  of  Mary  of  Lorrain^ 
queen  regent,  who  followed  by  her  court,  gave  rife  to  fevetal  handfome  bmldings  flill 
exifting.  The  fame  princefs,  when  (he  called  in  the  affiftance  of  the  French,  fixed 
their  forces  here,  and  caufed  it  to  be  fortified,  on  account  of  the  convenient  harbour  and 
its  vicinity  to  the  capiul.  Here  Mary  Stuart  landed  on  her  return  from  France,  in 
1561,  and  in  two  years  after  dedroyed  the  independency  of  the  place,  by  mortgaging, 
for  a  great  fum  of  money,  the  fup>eriority  of  it  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh  *.  Whoi 
Henry  VIII.  propofed  the  match  between  his  Ton  Edward  and  Mary,  he  followed  his 
demand  in  a  manner  worthy  fo  boiflerous  a  prince.  In  tfiis  rough  courtfhip,  as  it  was 
humouroufly  ftyled,  he  fent  the  Earl  of  Hertford  with  a  numerous  army  to  fecond  his 
demand,  who  burnt  both  this  place  and  Edinburgh. 

After  that  it  was  fortified  by  the  French,  and  underwent  a  long  fiegt ;  the  French 
behaved  with  fpirit,  and  ibr  a  great  length  of  time  baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  Eng- 
Ji(h,  who  fupported  the  lords  of  the  congregation.  At  length  it  was  yielded  on  compo> 
fition,  and  the  fortification  razed.  In  1571,  it  was  re-fbrtified  by  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton ;  and  in  a  little  tefs  than  a  century  afterwards,  a  citadel  was  added  by  genend 
Monk,  demolifhed  on  the  reftoration. 

The  hariiour  is  but  indifferent ;  yet  by  means  of  a  fine  pier  large  veflets  He  here 
with  fecurily.  The  fouthern  fiiore  of  the  Forth  is  fliallow  and  fandy :  no  part  between 
Xeith  and  Inch-Keith  is  above  ten  fathom  deep.  The  north  is  of  a  great  dejdh,  and 
&as  a  rocky  or  fy^l  boRom.  Oppolite  to  Kinghom  is  a  ledge  of  roclu  called  the  Blae, 
which  at  a  low  ebb  are  only  four  fathom  from  the  furfacc.  Yet  the  water  deepem  to 
fifty  fathoms  within  a  fhip*s  length.  The  pier  is  a  beautiful  and  much  frequented 
walk :  and  the  annual  races  are  on  the  fanda,  near  tow-water  mark.  It  hat  happened 
often  when  the  heats  have  been  loog,  that  the  horfes  run  belly  deep  in  the  floiHag 
tide. 

*  RebcnC^D,  i.  54a. 
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Tke  at^n/potiUm  of  rain  between  thia  and  the  n  eftern  fide  of  the  kinjiioni  has  been 
ftrcmgly  exemplified  here.  Leith  ties  in  a  line  fixty  miles  diftant  from  Greenock. 
Some  yean  ago,  when  At  n^»-walks  of  both  places  were  uncovered,  it  was  obr?rved 
rintt  the  workmen  at  the  laft  were  prevented  by  the  wet  from  working  eighty  days  mortf 
It  Greenock,  than  at  Leith,  and  only  forty  days  more  at  Glafgow';  fo  fudicn  is  rhe 
abatement  of  rain,  and  fo  quick  is  the  change  of  climate,  on  receding  frum  welt  to  eafl:.' 

la  my  return  to  Edinburgh,  pafled  by  Reftathg.  the  andmt  refidence  of  the  Logans. 
The  (alt  pofleflbr  was  accufed  (five  yean  after  his  death)  of  being  concerned  in  ihe 
Cowrie  confpiracy ;  and  was  dted  to  af^ear,  but  proving  -contumacious,  his  eltate  was 
forfeited,  his  bones  burnt,  and  his  hdrs  declared  infamous. 

On  the  aid  of  this  month  I  vifited  Hawthornden,  the  feat  of  the  celebrated  hidorian 
and  poet,  Drummond,  about  feven  miles  fouth  of  Edinburgh.  The  houfe  and  a  ruined 
<^ftelet  are  placed  on  the  brink  of  a  vaCt  precipice  of  free-done,  with  the  North-Efk 
running  in  a  deep  den  beneath.  In  the  houfe  are  preferved  the  portraits  of  the  poet 
and  bis  &ther. 

In  the  front  of  the  rock,  juft  beneath  the  houfe,  is  cut  a  flight  of  twenty.feven  (leps. 
In  the  way,  a  gap,  paflable  by  a  bridge  of  boards,  interrupts  the  defcent.  Thefe  deps  . 
lead  to  the  entrance  of  the  noted  caves,  which  have  been  cut  with  vaA:  labour  out  of  the 
rock.  The  defcent  into  the  great  chambers  is  by  eight  ft^ ;  but,  on  the  fifl)  entrance 
on  right  and  left,  are  two  rooms ;  that  on  the  right  confids  of  a  gallery,  fifteen  feet 
long,  with  a  fpace  at  the  end  (twelve  feet  by  feven)  whofe  fides  are  cut  into  rows  of 
Iquare  holes,  each  nine  inches  deep,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  pigeon  houfe  of  the 
place,  there  being  an  entrance  cut  through  the  rock.  On  the  left  hand  is  another 
gallery,  and  through  the  front  of  this  is  a  hole,  facing  the  bridge,  which  feems  intended 
as  the  means  to  draw  in  the  boards,  and  fecure  the  retreat  of  the  inhabitants.  In  this 
gallery  is  a  little  bafon  cut  in  the  rock ;  perhaps  a  Benitoire. 

The  grand  apartment  faces  the  door,  and  is  ninety  one  feet  long ;  the  beginning  is 
twelve  feet  wide,  the  red  only  five  feet  eight ;  the  hdght  fix.  In  a  recefs  of  the  broader 
part  is  a  well,  fome  fathoms  deep.  Above  is  cut  a  funnel,  which  pierces  the  roof  to 
the  day.  Near  the  end  of  this  apartment  is  a  fhort  turning,  that  leads  to  another  gal- 
lery,  twenty  three  feet  by  five. 

lliefe  curious  hollows  have  been  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  the  works  of  the 
"Fi&s ;  but  to  me  they  feem  to  have  been  defigned  as  an  afylum  in  troublefome  times  for 
fbme  neighbouring  inhabitants,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Wethereli  cells  were  for  the 
monks  of  the  abbey.  It  appears  by  Major*,  that  the  brave  Alexander  Ramfay,  in  i;;4i, 
made  thefe  caves  his  refidence  for  a  confiderable  time.  To  him  reforted  all  the  gallant 
youth  of  Scotland ;  and  to  him  parents  fent  their  fons  to  be  initiated  in  the  art  of  war. 
From  hence  he  made  his  excurfioos  to  the  Englifli  borders  with  his  pupils;  each  inroad 
was  to  them  a  lecture  for  valour  and  dratagem. 

Thefe  atone  aitrad  the  attention  of  ftrangos ;  but  thefolemn  and  pidurefque  walks 
cut  along  the  fumroits,  fides,  and  bottoms  of  this  beautiful  den,  are  much  more  de- 
ferving  admiration.  The  vad  mural  fence,  formed  by  the  red  precipices,  the  mixture 
of  trees,  and  gro'efque  figure  of  many  of  the  rocks,  and  the  fmooth  fides  of  Pentland 
bills,  appearing  above  this  wild  fcenery,  are  more  drikiog  obje&s  to  the  contemplative 
Blind.  .  ~ 

After  crofEng  the  river,  and  clambering  up  a  deep  hill,  difcover  on  the  fummit  a 
work  of  art,  not  lefs  admirable  than  thofe  ^  nature  which  we  had  fo  lately  quitted,  I 

*  De  Gefth  Scotoniint  lib.  v,  c.  i6.  p.  35$. 
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mean,  the  chapel  of  Roflyn,  Rofkelyn  *,  cr  the  hill  in  the  gleri ;  a  curietti  piecd'  of 
Goih'ic  architeflure,  founded,  in  1446,  by  William  St.  Clare,  prince  of  Orkney,  J'or  a 
provoft,  fix  prebendaries,  and  two  finging-boys.  '1  he  uutfide  is  ornamented  with  a  mul- 
titude of  pinnacles,  and  variety  of  ludicrous  fculpture.  The  in  fide  is  fixty-niHefeet  long, 
the  breadth  thirty-four,  fuppnrted  by  two  rows  of  cluftered  pillars,  between  feven  anii 
eight  feet  high,  with  an  aide  on  each  fide.  The  arches  are  obtufely  Gothic.  Thefe  arches 
are  continued  acrofs  the  fide  aifli?s,  but  the  center  of  the  church  is  one  contiiuied  arch, 
elegantly  divided  into  compartmente,  and  finely  fculpiured.  The  capitals  of  the  pillars 
are  enriched  with  faliage,  and  variety  of  figures  ;  and,aniidlt  a  heavenly  concei  t,  appears 
a  cherubim  blowing  the  ancient  Highland  bagpipe.  In  fhort,  in  all  parisis  a  profufion 
fo  exquifite,  as  fcems  even  10  have  aflefled  with  refpe£t  the  barbarifm  of  Knox's  manual- 
reformers,  fo  as  to  induce  thehi  to  fpare  this  beautiful  and  venerable  pile. 

In  a  deep  den  iar  beneath,  amidft  wooded  eminences,  are  the  ruins  of  the  caflle,  fixed 
on  a  penin'uiated  rock,  accelGble  by  a  bridge  of  liupendous  height.  This  had  been 
the  feat  of  the  great  name  of  Sinclair.  Of  this  houfe  was  Oliver,  favourite  of  James  V, 
and  the  innocent  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Solway  Mofs,  by  the  haired  of  the 
nobility  to  his  preferred  command.  He  lived  in  poverty  to  give  a  fine'  lelTon  of  the 
uncertainly  of  profpcritv  to  the  pride  of  the  worthlefs  Anan,  minion  to  James  VI. 
appearing  before  the  iniolcnt  favourite,  in  the  garb  of  adverfity,  repeating  only  thefe 
V.'ords,  "  1  am  Oliver  Sinclair," 

Near  tliis  place,  the  Englilh,  under  John  de  S^grave,  regent  of  Scotlaml,  in  1 302, 
received  three  defeats  in  one  day  from  the  Scots,  under  John  Cummin  and  Siinon 
Frazer. 

In  my  return,  vifit  St.  Catherine's  well,  noted  for  the  Petroleum  fwlinniing  on  the 
furface.     A  little  farther,  to  the  left,  is  a  not^'d  camp  oi'  an  oval  form. 

On  returning  into  this  city,  I  called  at  Mr.  BraidwuoJ's  academy  of  dumb  and  deaf. 
This  extraerdiiiary  profeiTor  hid  under  his  Ciire  a  uuiiiberof  young  perfons,  who  had. 
.  received  the  Promeihian  heat,  the  divinii  inilaius  ;  but  from  the  unhappy  conltrudioik 
of  their  organs,  were  (till  they  had  received  his  inilruclions)  denied  the  power  of 
utterance.  Every  idea  was  locked  up,  or  appv^'ared  but  in  their  eyes,  or  at  th.ir  finger 
ends,  till  their  mailer  inftrufled  them  in  arts  unknown  to  us,  who  have  the  faculty  of 
hearing.  Apprchenfion  reaches  us  by  the  groflerfeafe.  They  fee  oqr  words,  and  our 
uttered  thoughts  beqome  to  them  vifible.  Our  ideas  exprelled  in  fpeech  (Irike  their 
e-'rs  in  vain  :  their  eyes  receive  them  as  they  pai  t  from  our  lips.  They  conceive  by  in- 
tuition, and  fpeak  by  imitation.  Mr.  liraidwood  firil  teaches  them  the  letters  and  their 
powers  ;  and  the  ideas  of  words  written,  beginning  with  the  moll  fi[nple.  The  art  of 
fpeaking  is  taken  from  the  motion  of  his  lips  ;  his.  worJs  being  uttered  flowty  anddil- 
linftly.     Their  anfwers  are  flow  and  fome*hat  harfli. 

When  I  entered  the  room,  and  .'ound  myfeif  furrounded  with  nuriibers  of  human 
forms  fo  oddly  circum (lanced,  !  felt  a  fort  of  anxiety,  fuch  as  1  might  be  fuppofed  to 
'  feel  had  1  been  environed  by  another  order  of  beiniis.  I  was  foon  reli.^ved  by  being 
introduced  to  a  niofl  angelic  youncj  creature,  of  about  the  age  of  thirteen.  She  ho- 
noured me  with  her  new  acquired  converfaiion ;  but  I  may  truly  fay,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  bear  the  power  of  iter  piercing  eyes;  (lie  l<:ioked  me  ihiou^h  and  tlirnugh. 
She  foon  faiibfied  me  that  fiie  was  an  apt  Icholar.  She  readily  apprehended  all  1  laid, 
and  returned  me  anfwers  with  the  utnioft  facility.  She  read  ;  Qie  wrote  welL  Her 
reading  was  not  by  rote.     She  could  clothe  the  fame  thoughts  in  a  new  fet  of  words, 

*.A  cainuic  account  of  this  cbapcl^iti  caiviogij  &?•  tre  la  a  Hitle  book,  piloted  by  Mc.  William  Auld, 
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and  never  vary  from  the  oripinal  fenfe.     I  have  forgot  the  book  flie  took  up,  or  the. 
fcntences  flie  made  a  new  verfion  of ;  but  the  effeCt  was  as  follows : 

Original  paflage.  Verfion; 

Lnrd  Bacon  has  diviiJetl  the  whole  of  humin  knnw-      A   nnblpman  hat  ptrt«d  the  total  or  all  of  man's 
'      )   hiftory,   poetry,   and  philofophy.  which       ftiitly,  or  underftsnding,   into;'  accnimt  of  the  life 


BTc   referred  to  the   three  ponert  of  ihc   niind,  KM-      manners,   reh'gion,   snd   ruftomt  of  any    people   ( 

Biory,  iinagtiiatii>o,,aii<l  rgafon  *•  country  ;verfe  or  metre;  mural  or  natural  Lnnwlcdge; 

wiiich  are  pointed  to  the  three  faculties  of  the  foul 

or  fpiri'r  J  the  faculties  of  remembering  what  is  [tall, 

thought  or  conception,  and  right  Judgment. 

T  left  Mr.  Braidwood  and  his  pupils  with  the  fatisfaflion  which  mufl  refult  from  a  re- 
ileclion  on  the  utility  of  his  art,  and  the  merit  of  his  labours.;  who,  after  receiving  un- 
der his  care  a  Being  that  feemed  to  be  merely  endowed  with  a  human  form,  could  pro- 
ducy  the  divina  particula  aura,  latent,  and,  but  for  his  flcilli  condemned  to  be  ever 
Went  in  it ;  and  who  could  reitore-a  child  to  its  glad  parents  with  a  capacity  of  exert- 
mg  its  rational  powers,  by  expreflive  founds  of  duty,  love,  and  affeftian. 

Before  I  quit  EUinburgh^  I  mult  mention  that  it  is  the  ftr(t  royal  burgh  in  Scotland ; 
is  GovciTicJ  by  a  provolt,  who  hjs  the  addition  of  lord,  four  bailies,  and  a  dean  of  guild  : 
who  did  me  the  liillinguilhed  honour  of  conferring  on  me  its  freedom,  after  an  elegant 
enteriaintnent  at  ihe  houfe  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Dalrympie,  Lord  Provolt. 

1  refer  the  reader  to  the  Appendix  for  a  lill  of  the  maiiufadures  in  ^ud  about  this 
oreat  ciiy.  If  the  mention  of  leveral  may  be  thought  too  minute,  it  mull  be  conlidered, : 
how  many  even  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  were  wanting  in  North-Britain,  till  the  rlfing 
indullry  of  the  age  determined  that  this  country  flioulJ  fupply  its  own  deficiencies.  In 
^e  time  ot  J<tmes  VI.  how  deplorable  w^s  its. trade  !  for,as  uldHackluytfmgs,  it  eveni 
imported  lis  wheel-barrows  and  cart-wheels;-  , 

And  the  "^coH  bene  charged  knownen  at  the  eye, 
Oiit  of  Fiandtm  with  li  tic  mercaie. 
And  great  plrnlie  of  habcrdAlhers'ware 
And  half  her  fhippes  with  carT-whrcl(-!i  bare, 
AiiJ  with  harr»wc»  are  laden  ad  with  fubftaoce  : 
Thu*  molt  rude  arc  in  her.hevifancc  +. 

But  notwithflanding  the  prefent  progrcfs  that  Scotland  has  made  in  the  ufeful  arts,  it 
mull  Hop  at  a  certain  point,  proporiinate  to  iis  wealth  and  population,  which  Hand  thus 
iu  refpett  to  England :  when  the  land  tax  is  at  two  (hillings  in  the  pound,  Scotland 
Diiys  i'-977i-  cB.  7d.  and  England  994960I.  os.  4d.  that  is,  lefs  than  the  proportion  of. 
1  10  4  N  The  landed  property  of  the  former  is  i,ooo,oool.  per  anntim  ;  of  the  latter 
16  ooo,oool-  But  if  the  wealth  in  moveables  is  idded,  the  difference  will  be  as  1  to  20. . 
In  rcfpe£t  to  numbers  of  people,  England  has  8,000,000 ;  Scotland  only  2,000,000. 

tiept  26.  Leave  Edinburgh.  Ride  through  Dalkeith,  and  have  the  pleafureof  pafs- 
inp  the  day  v.iih  Sir  John  Dalrympie,  at  Cranftoncaftle.  The  country  good,  full  of  corn, 
and  decked  with  numbers  of  fraail  woods.  Difpofe  of  the  morning  by  vifiiing  the  caftles 
of  Crichion  and  Bonhwick.  The  firJl  is  feated  on  the  edge  of  a  bank,  above  a  grafly 
elen.  Was  once  the  habitation  of  the  chancellor  Crichion,  joint  guardian  wi'h  the  Earl  of 

•  Thii  was  Mid  Gnce,  by  aoother  young  lady ;  but  tt»t  vrbicb  I  beard  «ai  Hot  left  difficulii  sor  lef* 
faithfully  ira-ill  ltd. 
t  Uil.  Voy#ge»,  i.  887. 
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Callendir,  of  James  II.  a  powerful  and  fpirited  ftatefman  in  *hit  turbulent  acje,  and  the 
advifer  of  the  bold  but  blooiJy  deeds  againit  the  too  potent  DouglaiTes ;  h&a  excufable 
only  by  the  plea  of  neceHity  of  ftate.  During  the  life  of  Crichion,  it  was  befieged, 
taken,  and  levelled  to  the  ground,  by  'William  Earl  of  Douglas,  after  a  fiege  of  nine 
months  *. 

It  was  rebuilt,  and  fome  part,  which  appears  more  modern  than  the  reft,  with  much  ' 
elegance.  The  front  of  one  fide  of  the  court  is  very  handfoine,  omameated  with 
diamond-ihaped  facets,  and  the  foffits  of  the  ftaircafe  beautifully  carved ;  the  cafes  of 
fome  of  the  windows  adorned  with  rofettes,  and  twilled  cordage.  The  dungeon,  called 
the  Mafmore,  is  a  deep  hole  with  a  narrow  mouth.  Tradition  |ays,  that  a  perfon  of 
fome  rank  in  the  country  was  lowered  into  it  for  irreverently  paffing  this  cattle,  with- 
out paying  his  refpe£b  to  the  great  ownef. 

The  parifli  church  had  been  collegiate ;  founded  in  1449,  by  the  chancellor,  witli 
the  ccnfent  of  his  fon,  for  a  provoft,  nine  prebendaries,  aiul  two  fmging-boys,  out  of 
the  rents  of  Crichton  and  Lockerwort. 

About  a  mite  farther  is  Borthwick  caftle,  feated  on  a  knowl  in  the  roidd  of  a  pretty 
vale,  bounded  by  hills  covered  with  com  and  woods;  a  mod  [HAurefque  fcene  It 
.  confifls  of  a  vafl  fquare  tower  ninety  feet  high,  with  fquare  and  round  balnons  at  equal 
diflances  from  its  bafe.  The  flate  rooms  are  on  the  6rfl  ftory,  once  acceffible  by  a 
draw-bridge.  Some  of  the  apartments  were  very  large,  the  hall  forty  feet  long,  and 
had  its  muftc  gallery,  the  root  lofty,  and  once  adorned  with  paintings.  The  calfle  was 
built  by  a  Lord  Borthwick,  once  a  potent  family.  In  the  vault  Ues  one  of  the  name, 
in  armour,  and  a  little  bonnet,  with  his  lady  by  him.  On  the  fide  are  numbers  (^  little 
elegant  human  Bgures;.  The  place  was  once  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Botnwci,  who 
a  tittle  before  the  battle  of  Carberry-hill,  took  refuge  here  u>ith  his  feir  confort  f. 

Lodge  at  a  good  inn  at  ^ackfliields  ;  a  village,  as  I  was  informed,  lying  in  a  portioa 
of  Haddtngtonfliire,  furrounded  by  Lothian. 

Sept.  37.  After  eroding  a  rivulet  enter  the  (hire  of  Berwick.  Afcend  Soutry-hill, 
fix}m  whence  is  a  fine  view  of  the  firth  of  Forth,  the  county  of  Flfp,  the  Bals  ifle,  and 
the  rich  county  of  Eaft  Lothian  immediately  beneath  us.  This  advantageous  fituation 
made  it  a  noted  beacon,  which  caufed  it  to  be  panicularly  noticed  in  the  old  Scotch 
laws  on  that  account  |.  Crols  a  tedious  dreary  moor,  and  defcend  into  Lauderdale  j 
a  long  narrow  bottom,  uiunclofed,  and  deflitute  of  wood,  but  abundant  in  com.  Reach 
I^iuder,  a  fnull  town,  noted  for  an  infolent  i€t  of  juflice  done  by  the  nobility  on  the 
iq}fhirt  favourites  of  James  UI.  Cochran  a  maron,  created  Earl  of  Mar,  Hommil  a  tay> 
lor,  Leonard  a  fmith,  Rogers  a  mufician,  and  Torfifan  a  fencing-mafler,  dire£ting  all 
his  councils.  The  nobility  aflembled  here  with  their  valTals,  in  ob<;dience  to  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fummons,  in  order  to  repel  a  foreign  invafion  ;  but  took  this  opportunity  to 
free  themfelves  from  thofe  wretched  minilters.  They  met  in  the  church  to  coofulc 
the  necelTary  meafures,  and  while  they  were  in  debate,  Cochran,  deputed  by  the  King, 
knocked  at  the  door,  to  demand  the  caufe  of  thtjr  aflembly.  His  attendance,  and  his 
drels,  as  defcribed  by  Lindefay,  are  molt  defcriptive  of  the  fellow's  arrogance,  ''  who 
was  well  accompauied  with  a  band  of  men  of  war,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred 
light  axes,  all  clad  in  white  livery,  and  bhck  bends  thereon,  that  they  might  be  known 
fbr  Cochran  the  Earl  of  Mjt's  men.  Himfelf  was  clad  in  a  riding-pie  of  black  velvet, 
with  a  great  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck,  10  the  value  of  five  hundred  cmwns  ;  and 
four  blowing  horns,  with  both  the  ends  of  gold  and  filk,  fet  with  precious  flones.  His 

•  LiTCi  sf  the  Douglifl<>,  169.  f  Critiol  £oau!rr,  &c.  td  c<L  aSo. 
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horn  vas  tipped  with  fine  gold  at  every  end,  and  a  precious  fioae,  called  a  berryl, 
haoging  in  the  midft.  Thia  Cochran  had  his  heumont  bom  before  him  over-gik  with 
gold,  and  fo  were  all  the  reft  of  his  horns ;  and  all  his  pallions  were  of  fine  canras  of 
filk,  and  the  cords  thereof  of  fine  twined  filk,  and  the  chains  upon  his  pallions  were 
double  over-gilt  with  gold  *."  He  was  feized,  thus  equipped,  his  chain  and  his  boms  , 
torn  from  him,  and,  with  his  comrades,  hanged  over  a  bridge  (now  demoliihed}  in  fight 
of  the  King  and  the  whole  army. 

Near  the  town  is  Thirleftane  caftle,  a  fmgular  old  houfe  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
The  firont  fmall,  bounded  on  each  fide  with  a  great  round  tower,  capt  with  flated 
cones.  The  inlide  bad  been  heavily  ftuccoed  by  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  one  of  the 
noted  cabal  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  His  portrait,  by  Leiy,  is  to  be  feen  here ;  a 
much  more  advantageous  one  than  that  by  the  noble  hiuorian,  who  paints  him  **  iiUb* 
lent,  imperious,  flattering,  diflembling,  had  courage  enough  not  to  fail,  where  it  was 
abfolutely  neceSary,  and  no  impediment  of  honour  to  refbain  him  from  doing  any 
thing  that  might  gratit'v  any  of  his  pafltons  t<" 

After  riding  two  miles  through  a  long  trad  of  coarfe  fheep-walks,  turn  out  of  the 
great  road,  and  enter  the  (hire  of  Roxburgh. 

Pafs  by  Threepwood,  infamous  in  former  days  for  mofs-troopers  ;  defcend  into  a. 
little  vale,  and  fee  fome  ruined  towers  at  Colmllie  and  Hilflap ;  afcend  again,  and  foon 
after  fall  into  a  pretty  valley  wooded  and  watered  by  the  Gala ;  and  at  a  houfe  of 
the  fame  name  receive  every  civility  from  its  owner,  John  Scott,  £fq.  We  have  now 
croiTed  the  water,  and  are  in  the  county  of  Selkirk,  or  the  foreft  of  Etrick,  which. 
was  formerly  referred  by  the  Scottifli  princes  for  the  pleafure  of  the  chace,  and 
where  they  had  fmall  faoufes  for  the  reception  of  thdr  train.  One  in  Gala  Shields,  the- 
adjoining  village,  ftitl  keeps  the  name  of  Hunter's  Hall. 

This  country  ia  fupported- chiefly  by  the  breed  of  fheep,  which  fell  from  eight  to- 
twelve  pounds  a  fcore.  They  are  generally  fold  into  the  fouth,  but  fometimes  into  the 
Highlands,  about  the  month  of  March,  where  they  are  kept  during  fummer;  and,, 
after  bring  improved  by  the  mount^n-mfs,  are  returned  into  the  Lowlands  the  be- 
ginning of  winter.  The  ufual  weight  of  a  wether  is  from  thirteen  to  eighteen  pounds 
of  twenty-two  ounces  per  quarter.  The  fleece  has  been  of  late  much  improved  by 
the  ufe  of  oil  and  butter,  inflead  of  tar ;  and  the  wool,  which  once  was  fold  at  five 
flnHmgs  and  fixpence,  now  felts  for  ten  (hillings  per  flone  of  twenty-four  pounds. 

The  Cheep  inhabit  the  hills,  but  the  ground  is  To  indifferent  that  an  acre  will  maintain 
but  one.  A  Iheep  farm  of  fifteen  hundred  acres  is  fet  for  eighty  pounds.  Numbers 
of  cattle  Ire  reared  here ;  and  much  cheefe  and  butter  made,  but  the  lad  very  bad  in 
general,  and  ufed  chiefly  for  greafing  the  flieep.  The  Dorfetfhire  breed  has  been  in- 
troduced  here,  but,  in  this  northern  climate,  in  two  or  three  years  they  lofe  their  pro- 
Ufic  nature. 

I  am  uncertain  whether  a  cuftom  that  prevails  a  little  north  of  Coldftream,  does  not 
extend  alfo  to  thefe  parts.  About  Duns,  the  fair  fpinflers  give  _mucb  of  their  Idfure 
time  to  the  fpioning  of  blankets  for  their  wedding  portion.  On.tbe  nuptial  night,  the 
whole  (lock  of  virgin  induflry  is  placed  on  the  bed.  A  friend  of  mine  has,  on  fuch. 
an  occafion,  counted  not  fewer  than  ten,  thick  and  heavy.  Was  the  Penelope  who 
owned  them  forlaken  by  her  Ulyffes,  flie  oevet  could  complain^  tike  the  Grecian- 
ipoufe. 

Nod  cgro  d«rcTto  jtcuilTcin  Frigida  USto  ! 

•  P.  78.  folio  fld;  t  HI.  34, 
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About  a  mile  wefl  of  Gala  ShieliJs  are  very  evident  veftiges  of  the  great  ditch  called 
the  Catrail,  which  is  twenty-five  feet  wide,  bounded  on  each  fide  by  a  great  rampart. 
It  has  been  iraced  twenty  two  miles  ;  paffes  four  miles  weft  of  Hawick,  up  Docluch- 
^hill,  by  Fairnyfide-hill  and  Skelfc-hill,  acrofs  Kllen  water,  afcends  Carriage-liill,  and 
^oes  by  the  Maiden  Paps,  reaches  Pear  full  on  ihe  Dead-water,  on  the  borders  of 
Northumberland,  and  from  thence  may  be  traced  beyond  I^angholme,  pointing  to- 
wards Cannonfby,  on  the  river  Eflc,  On  feveral  parts  of  its  courfc  are  (trong  round 
forts,  well  fortiricd  with  ditches  and  ramparts,  fome  even  exceeding  in  llrengih  thofe  of 
■the  Romans.  Whether  it  ever  reached  farther  north  than  Gala  has  not  been  dif- 
xovered,  but  the  tradition  is,  that  it  extended  from  fc.i  to  fea,  Mr.  Gordon,  the  only 
antiquary  that  has  explored  it,  traces  it  no  farther  ;  but  has  obferved  the  chain  of  • 
forts  towards  call  Lothian.  It  is  probable,  that  is  was  cail  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
jCountry  north-weft  of  it,  as  a  proteftion  againft  the  inroads  of  invaders';  but  who  ihey 
were,  or  what  was  the  date  of  the  work,  are  difficuitiis  not  to  be  determined  from 
hiftorical  authority. 

.  Sept.  28,  Continue  my  journey  for  a  time  along  a  fertile  bottom,  and,  noar 
thejunflion  (the  laft  in  this  place,)  of  the  Gala  and  the  Tweed,  a  fine  river,  again 
£nter  the  (hire  of  Roxburgh. 

All  the  country  is  open,  and  much  of  it  full  of  corn.  Here  the  farmers  injudiciously 
•cut  up  the  fides  of  the  hills,  and  fpoil  their  5ne  ftieep-walks  to  get  a  little  late  and  bad 
j:orn. 

At  a  place  called  Bridgend  ftood,  till  within  thefe  few  years,  a  large  pier*,  the  re- 
maining one  of  four,  which  formed  here  a  large  bridge  over  the  Tweed.  In  it  was  a 
jjateway  large  enough  for  a  carriage  to  pafs  through,  and  over  that  a  room,  twenty-feven 
feet  by  fifteen,  the  refidence  of  the  perfon  who  took  ihe^  tolls.  This  bridge  was  not 
formed  with  arches,  but  with  great  planks  laid  Irom  pier  to  pier.  It  is  faiJ  that  it  was 
built  by  David  I.  in  order  to  afford  a  paffage  to  his  abby  of  Melros,  which  he  had 
newly  tranflated  from  ire  ancient  fite;  and  alfo  to  facilitate  the Journics  of  the  devout 
to  the  four  great  pilgrimages  of  Scot'and,  viz.  Scone,  Dotidee,  Paidey,  and  Melros. 
.  Crofs  the  new  bridije,  pafs  by  Darnwick,  and  foon  after  by  Skinner  or  Skirmifh-hill, 
4ioted  in  1526  for  a  fray  between  ihe  Earl  of  Angus  and  the  family  of  the  Scotts,  under 
their  laird,  Scott  of  Buccleugh.  Angus  had  poffeffion  of  the  perfon  of  James  V.  then 
In  his  minority  ;  and  uled  his  power  with  fo  tittle  moderation,  as  to  make  the  young 
prince  defirous  of  being  releafed. .  The  power  of  the  DouglafTes  was  often  an  over- 
match for  the  regal.  Such  was  the  cafe  at  prefent ;  James  therefore  was  obliged  to 
apply  to  Buccleugh,  a  potent  borderer,  to  attenipt  his  deliverance.  That  Lord,  in  order 
to  bring  His  Majefty  within  the  limits  of  his  eftate,  encouraged  all  kinds  of  exceffes 
among  hie  people.  -This  brgught  the  King,  attended  by  Angus,  to  fupprefs  their  de. 
predations.  Buccleugh  appeared  with  his  powers  j  a  fkirmiih  begun,  the  Scotts  wer« 
defeated,  and  James  was  for  a  time  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of  his  keeper. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  lie  the  elegant  remans  of  the  abby  of  Melros,  founded  in  i  (36, 
by  David  L,  as  thefe  jingling  lines  import : 

Anno  millrno  <Yntenn,  ter  qiioi^iie  dfnn, 
Et  firxtu  Chhlti,  Mclrufc,  luiidau  fiiifti. 

David  peopled  h  with  Ciftertians,  brought  from  Rivale  abby,  in  Yorkfliire,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary.     At  the  Reformation,  James  Douglas  was  appointed 

•  Commitnicated  to  m*  by  i  gentlemiin  who  remembers  the  pier,  now  denoUlhed.  Mr.  Gordon  hu 
•ng^Kd  whal  tcmawcd  in  hit  time,  in  hit  641!!  plate. 
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eommend-itor,  who  took  down  much  of  the  buiWing  Tn  order  to  ufe  the  materials  in 
building  a  large  houfe  for  himrelF,  which  is  (till  ftan.ling,  and  dated  1590.  Nothing  is 
left  of  the  abbi-'y,  excepting  a  part  of  the  clojfter  walls,  elegantly  carved  ;  but  the  ruins  of 
the  church  are  of  moft  uncommon  beauty  ;  part  is  at  prefent  ufed  for  divine  fervice, 
the  reft  uncovered  ;  but  every  part  does  great  honour  to  the  architeft,  whofe  memory 
is  preferved  on  the  walls  in  thefe  uncouth  lines  ; 

John  Miudo  film  tym  ca'llt  wb»  I, 
AnH  horn  in  Parync  «rt«inly  ; 
'  An't  liail  in  krpyin^  ill  mifom  wcrk, 
Ot.Snntmdrors.the  hyeki'rk 
or  GUrgn.  Mclros,  anJ  Pa\(l<j, 
01  NyddyMiyl,  and  of  Galway. 
Pray  til  God  (nd  iUtj  bsiih. 
And  fweel  St.  Jnha  keep  ihw  haly  kirV  from  (Itatth. 

The  fouth  fide  and  the  eaft  window  are  elegant  pafl  defcripiion;  the  windows  lofty, 
the  tracery  light,  yet  ftrong.  The  church  had  been  in  form  of  a  crofs,  and  of  confi- 
derabie  dimenfions;  the  pillars  cluftered  ;  their  capitals  enriched  whh  mod  beautiful 
foliage  of  vine  leaves  and  grapes.  A  window  at  the  norrii  end  of  the  tranfept  is  a  moft 
rich  rofe  quatre-foil.  The  work  of  the  ourlide  is  done  with  uncommon  delicacy  and 
cunning.  The  fpires  or  pinnacles  that  grace  the  roof;  the  brackets  and  niches  that, 
tilt  1649,  were  adorned  with  (latues,  are  matchlefs  performances.  But  wh^t  the  fury 
of  the  difciples  of  Knox  had  fpared,  the  llupid  zeal  of  covenanting  bigots  deft roycd. 
In  times  long  prior  to  thefe  it  had  feh  the  rage  of  impious  invaders.  In  1311,  the 
balHcd  Edward  11.  vented  his  rage  on  the  abbies  of  Melrofs  andDryburgh.  Richard  IL. 
was  not  more  merciful  to  it ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VtU.,  in  1544,  two  of  his 
captains,  violating  the  remains  of  the  Douglafles,  felt  the  fpeeJy  refentment  of  their 
defcendant,  Archibald  Earl  of  Angus,  in  the  battle  of  Ancrum-moor. 
■  The  fide  of  the  weft  end  of  the  church,  which  remains  (landing,  is  divided  into  ftve 
chapels,  once  probably  belonging  to  private  families;  for  (befides  Alexander  II.,  who- 
fay  below  the  great  altar'  it  was  the  place  of  interment  of  the  DouglalTes,  and  other 
potent  families.  James  Earl  of  Douglas,  (lain  at  the  battle  of  Otterbourn,  was  depo- 
fited  here  with  all  the  pomp  that  either  the  military  or  the  religious  profelTion  could 
beftow.  Here  too  lies  the  Lord  of  Liddefdale,  the  flower  of  chivalry,  who  feU  an  alTaj^ 
finated  victim  to  the  jealoufy  of  William  1.  Earl  of  Douglas.  His  eulogy  /lytes  him 
**  terrible  and  fearefull  inarms;  meek,  milde,  and  gentle  in  peace;  the  fcourge  of 
England,  and  fure  buckler  and  wall  of  Scotland,  whom  ndther  hard  fucceSe  could 
make  flack,  nor  profperous  floathfull  •-*' 

The  fuuation  of  this  religious  houfe  is  remarkably  pleafant,  feated  near  the  Tweed, 
and  ftiaded  with  woods,  above  whofe  fummits  foar  the  venerable  ruins»  and  the  tricapi» 
lated  l(^  of  FMon  hill.  On  one  of  the  heads  is  a  Roman  camp.  I  have  fince  beea 
informed  of  others,  with  military  ways,  to  be  traced  in  various  places. 

Pafs  by  .Newfted,  and  Red-abby-ftead,  a  houfe  belonging  once  to  the  knights  Tent- 
pbrst.  Proceed  to  OldMelros,  now  reduced  to  a  fingle  houfe,  on  a  lofty  proinomory, 
peninfulated  by  the  Tweed  ;  a  moft  beautiful  fcene,  the  banks  lofty  and  wooded,  varied 
with  perpendicular  rocks,  jutting  like  biitlrelTea  from  top  to  bottom.  This  was  the  fite 
cf  the  ancient  abbey  of  Culdees,  menlloned  by  Bede  to  have  exifted  in  664,  in  the  rdgn 
of  thenSaxon  Ofwy,     This  place  was  as  celebrated  for  the  aullerities  of  Driiftbelmus,  as, 

•  LifeartheDoiighnVt.78, 

i  MrmioDcd  in  the  Dckn^ioD  of  tke  Pairilh  of  Melml,  p.  7,  Bnnollced  by  Keith. 
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everFiDchal  was  for  thofe  of  St.  Godric.  The  firft  was  reftored  to  life  after  being  deaj" 
for  an  entire  night.  During  that  fpace  he  paffed  through  purgatory  and  hell,  had  the 
beatific  vifion,  and  got  very  near  to  the  confines  of  heaven.  His  angelic  guide  gave 
him  an  ufeful  leflbn  on  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  alms,  fading,  and  partisolarly  malTes  of 
holy  men ;  infallible  means  to  relieve  the  fouls  of  friends  and  relations  from  the  place 
of  torment  ♦. 

The  defcriptions  which  Bede  has  given  of  the  feats  of  mifery  and  blifs  are  very  poe- 
tical. He  paints  purgatory  as  a  valley  of  a  ftupendous  length,  breadth,  and  depth  :  one 
fide  filled  by  furious  ftorms  of  hail  and  fnow  ;  the  other  with  lambeW,  inextinguishable 
flames.  In  thefe  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  alternately  experienced  rfie  extremes  of  heat 
and  coid.  Both  Shakefpeare  and  Milton  make  trie  of  the  fame  idea :  the  firll  in  his 
beautiful  defcription  of  the  Aate  of  the  dead  in  Meafure  for  Meafure  : 

Ay,  but  to  die  and  go  we  knew  not  where  v 
To  lie  in  -e'Jd  obftrucllon,  and  to  rot ;  -"' 

This  fcr.fi hie  warm  motion  to  become 
.  A  kneaded  clod  ;  and  the  deltghied  fpirit 
To  bithe  in  fiery  floodi,  01  to  refidt 
In  thrilling  rrgiont  of  lhick.T]bl>cd  ice  ; 
To  be  fmprlfon'd  in  tljf  viewlef*  wtnd»^ 
Andblown  with  reftleb  viol«m:fl  abuut 
Tke  pendent  world  1 

MiltcMi's  thought  Is  dre0ed  only  in  different  words :. 

At  certaib  revolutions  all  the  damn'd' 

Are  brought ;  and  feel  by  turns  the  bitter  change 


Of  fierce  »xtr(me»,  estremea  by  change  more  fierce  ;- 
From  beds  of  raging  lire  to  ftarve  in  ice 
Their  foft  ethereal  heat. 

Crofs  tbe  Tweed  at  Dryburgh  boat,  and  re-enter  the  flifre  of  Berwicf^..  Oh  thenor^ 
ihem  lide,  in  the  deep  gloom  of  wood,  are  the  remains  of  the  abbey  of  Dryburgh>- 
founded  by  Hugh  Morville,  conOable  of  Scotland,  in  the  time  of  David  I.,  and  Beatrix 
de  Campo  Bello  his.  wife.  There  are  fcarce  any  reliipies  of  the  chtirch,  but  much  of 
the  convent,  the  refeftory,  fupported  by  two  pillars,  feveral  vaults,  and  other  offices  ; 
part  of  the  cloiller  walls,  and  a  fine  radiated  window  of  ftone-work.  Thefe  remains  are 
not  inelegant,  but  are  unadorned.  ~  This-  was  inhabited  by  Fnemonftratenfian  monks, 
who  ftyled  the  Irifh  abbies  of  Druin  la  croix  and  Woodbnm  their  daughters  f.  At  the 
Reformation  James  VI.  bellowed  Dryburgh  on  Henry  Er&ine,  fecond  fon  of  the  Eart 
of  Mar,  whofe  houfe  as  commendator  is  dill  inhabited. 

Continue  the  ride  through  a  fine  country  full  of  gentle  rifings,  covered  with  com, 
and  refembling  Ficardy.  Keep  (till  in  fight  of  the  Tweed,  whofe  banks,  adorned  mth- 
baagiag  woods,  and  variety  of  beautiful  borders,  well  merit  the  apoftrophe  of  the  old 
fong : 

How  fvrcet  are  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  I 

Pafs  oppofite  to  a  round  tower,  called  Little  Den,  placed  on  a  cliff  above  the  river, 
once  a  border-houfe  of  the  Kers.  Crofs  the  river  at  another  ferry.  Pafs  by  Ruther- 
ford, where  Robert  III.  founded  an  hofpital,  dedicated-  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and  be* 
flowed  it  on  the  abbey  of  Jedburgh,  which  was  to  maintain  here  a  pried  to  pray  for  his 
foul,  and  thofe  of  his  ancedors,  ^gs  of  Scotland  {. 

*  Ecdc,  lib.  V.  c.  12.  p.  19$.  t  Monafticon  Hibcmicum,  14O1  141.  %  Keith,  tjis. 

Apia 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PtNMANT  S   StpOND  TOUR   IN   SCOTLAND.  48^ 

Apiin  enter  the  county  of  Roxburgh,  and  foon  after  fee,  on  a  high  cliff  above  the 
x?ater,  a  fmall  Roman  camp,  with  two  deep  fofles  on  the  land  fide^  and  not  far  diftant  an 
vJTploratory  mount.  The  view  grows  more  picturefque;  the  river,  bounded  by  lofiy 
chffs,  cloathed  with  trees  ;  and  on  a  rifing  a  little  beyond  appear  the  great  woods  of 
Fleurus,  and  the  houfe  in  front,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh, 

Pafs  beneath  the  fite  of  the  once  potent  cattle  of  Roxburgh,  feated  on  a  vaft  and  lofty 
knowl,  of  an  oblong  form,  fuddenly  rifing  out  of  the  plain,  near  the  junftion  of  the 
Tweed  and  the  Tiviot.  On  the  north  and  welt  it  had  been  defended  by  a  great  fofa. 
The  fouth  impends  over  the  Tiviot,  foine  of  whofe  waters  were  diverted  in  former  times 
into  the  caftle  ditch,  by  a  dam  obliquely  crolfing  the  ftream,  and  whofe  remains  are 
ftill  vifible.  A  few  fragments  of  walls  are  all  that  oxift  of  this  mighty  ftrength,  the 
whole  area  being  filled  with  trees  of  confiderable  age.  At  the  foot  was  once  feated  a 
to«n  of  the  fame  name,  deftroyed  by  James  II.  when  he  undertook  the  fiege  of  the 
caftle,  and  probably  never  re  built. 

I'he,  ancient  name  of  the  caftle  was  Marchidun;  Marchmont,  or  the  hill  on  the 
marches  ••  The  name  of  the  founder  eludes  my  enquiry.  The  firR  mention  I  find 
.  of  it  is  in  1  i52t,  when  a  treaty  was  concluded  here  on  the  part  of  King  Stephen,  by 
Thurftan,  archbilhop  of  York,  between  him  and  David  I.  In  1174,  after  William  the 
Lion  was  taken  prifoner  near  the  caftle  of  Alnwick,  Roxburgh  and  four  others  of  the 
ftrongeft  in  Scotland  were  delivered  to  Henry  II.,  as  fecurities  for  doing  homage  (on 
his  releafe)  for  the  crown  of  Scotland  J.  They  were  reftored  to  the  Scots  by  his  fuc- 
eeffor.  In  1 296  it  was  taken  by  Edward  I.  §  In  1 343,  the  year  in  which  David  Bruce 
returned  from  France,  this  fortrefs  was  reftored  to  his  crown  by  the  valour  of  Alexan- 
der Ramfay,  who  was  appointed  governor ;  an  honour  he  enjoyed  but  a  Ihort  time, 
being  furprifed  by  the  envious  Douglas,  and  Itarved  to  death  in  the  caftle  of  Hermi- 
tage ||.  The  Scots  loft  this  fortrefs  in  the  reign  of  Edward  111.,  who  twice  celebrated 
bisfoirth-day  in  it^.  ,It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Henry  Percy,  after  the  defeat 
uid  captivity  of  David,  at  the  battle  of  NevilVcrofs  **.  But  the  moft  diftinj^uifhed 
fiege  was  that  in  1560,  fatal  to  James  II.,  a  wife  and  gallant  prince,  who  was  llain  by 
the  burfting  of  one  of  his  own  cannons.  A  large  holly,  inclofed  with  a  wall,  marks  the 
fpot.  His  queen,  Mary  of  Gueldres,  carried  on  the  attack  with  vigour,  took  and  totally 
detnolilhed  it. ' 

We  have  feen  before  the  misfortunes  that  attended  the  iirft  of  this  ill-fated  name, 
James  I.  fell  by  the  hands  of  aflafTins  at  Perth  :  bis  fucceflbr  met  at  this  pkice,  in  the 
height  o£  profperity,  with  a  violent  death.  James  III.  was  murdered  by  his  rebellious 
fubjeds,  after  the  battle  near  Banoockboum.  James  IV.  toft  his  life  in  Flodden  field. 
James  V.  died  of  a  broken  heart,  on  the  defeat  at  Solway  j  and  the  fate  of  his  unhappy 
daughter,  Mary  Stuart,  is  unknown  to  none.  In  her  fon,  James  VI.,  adverfity  remitted 
£»*  a  time  the  perfecution  of  the  race  >  but  refumed  it  with  double  fury  againft  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  Charles.  His  fon  experienced  a  long  feries'  of  misfortunes ;  and  the  bigotted 
James  fuffered  the  punifhment  of  his  infatuation,  and  tranfmitted  to  his  offspring  exile 
and  feclufion  from  the  throne  of  their  anceftors. 

Pafs  by  an  inclofure  called  the  Friery,  the  fite  of  ahoufe  of  Fnuidfcans,  belonging  to 
Roxburgh.  Ford  the  Tiviot,  which  gives  the  name  of  Tiviot-dale  to  alt  the  fine  country 
from 'Metros  to  this  place,  notwithftanding  it  is-waftied  by  the  Tweed}  fo  ttett  the  old 
long,  with  propriety,  calls  its  inhabitants 

*Camdn.         f  HolinnKd,  Hift.  Scot.  183.         t  LordLjtdetoa'iHearyll.  8*a.  ¥.  iso.  N{ajor,||j. 
5  WiUnghym.  II  Major,  145.  ^  Wklliagbam,  ij^.  14G.  **  Major,  344. 
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All  pirafani  men  of  Tiviotilitc, 
Fall  by  the  ri»er  Tweed. 

Have  here  a  moft  charming  view  of  Kelfo,  its  aricient  church,  Mr.  D^ckfon's  pretty 
houfe,  and  the  elegant  bridge  of  fix  arches  over  the  Tweed,  near  its  jun£tinn  with  the 
Tiviot.  On  crofling  it  enter  that  neat  place  built  much  after  the  manner  of  a  Fleniifb 
town,  with  a  fquare  and  lown-houfe.  It  contains  about  twenty-feven  hundred  fouls, 
has  a  very  confiderable  market,  and  great  quantities  of  com  are  fold  here  weekly  by 
fample.  ThepariftiTfeyrcli  is  daikfomeand  inconvenient,  being  part  of  ihal  belonging 
to  the  abbey  ;  but  a  new  one  is  building,  in  an  octagonal  form,  eighty-two  feet  in  dia< 
meter,  fupported  by  a  circle  of  pillars. 

The  abbey  of  Tyronenfians  was  a  vafl  pile,  and  tojudgeby  the  remains,  of  venerable 
magnihcence.  The  walls  are  ornamented  with  fal(e  round  arches,  interfering  each 
other.  Such  interfeftions  form  a  true  Gothic  arch,  and  may  as  probably  have  given 
rife  to  that  mode,  as  the  arched  (hades  of  avenues.  The  fteeple  of  the  church  is  a  vaft 
tower.  This  houfe  was  founded  by  David  I.  when  Earl  of  Cumberbnd.  He  ftrll 
placed  it  at  Selkirk,  then  removed  it  to  Roxburgh,  and  finally,  when  he  came  to  the 
crown,  fixed  it  here  in  1 128.  Its  revenues  were  in  money  above  two  thoufand  a  year 
Scots.  'Ihe  abbot  was  allowed  to  wear  a  mitre  and  pontifical  robes }  to  be  exempt  from 
epifcopal  jurifdi^on,  and  permitted  to  be  prefent  at  all  general  councils. 

The  environs  of  Kelfo  are  very  fine ;  the  lands  confilt  of  gentle  rifmgs,  inclofed  with 
hedges,  and  extremely  fertile.  They  have  much  reafon  to  boaft  of  their  profpefis. 
From  theChalkheughisa  fine  view  of  the  forks  of  the  rivers,  Roxburgh  hill,  Sir  James 
Douglas's  neat  feat,  and  at  a  diftance  Fleurs  ;  and  from  Pinnacle  hill  is  feen  a  vaft  ex- 
tent of  country,  highly  cultivated,  watered  with  long  reaches  of  the  Tweed,  well  wooded 
on  each  margin.  Thefe  borderers  ventured  on  cultivation  much  earlier  than  ihcrfe  on  the 
weft  or  eail,  and  have  made  great  progrefs  in  every  fpecies  of  rural  (Economy.  Tumipa 
and  cabbages,  for  the  ufe  of  cattle,  cover  many  large  trads  ;  and  potatoes  appear  iii 
vaft  fields.  Much  wheat  is  raifed  In  the  neighbourhood,  part  of  which  is  feni  up  the 
firth  of  Forth,  and  part  into  England. 

The  fleeces  here  are  very  fine,  and  fell  from  twelve  to  fourteen  fhilliogs  the  (lone,  of 
twenty-four  pounds;  and  the  picked  kind  from  eighteen  to  twenty.  The  wool  is  (eut 
into  Yorkfhire,  to  Linluhgow,  or  into  Aberdeenfhire,  for  the  ftocking  manuta^ure; 
and  fome  is  woven  here  into  a  cloth  called  plains,  and  fold  into  England  to  be  dreil^ 
Here  is  alfo  a  conftderable  manufacture  of  white  leather,  chiefly  to  fupply  the  capital  of 
Scotland. 

From  what  I  can  colle£t,  the  country  is  greatly  depopulated.  In  the  reign  of 
Jamt:s  VI.,  or  a  little  before  the  onion,  it  is  faid  that  this  county  could  fend  out  fifteen 
thoufand  fighting  men;  at  prefent  ifcontd  not  raife  three  thoufand.  But  plundering 
in  thofe  tunes  was  the  trade  of  the  borderers,  which  might  occafion  the  multitude  of 
inhabitants. 

-  I  cannot  leave  Kelfo  without  regretting  my  not  arriving  there  in  time  to  fee  the  races, 
which  had  been  the  preceding  week.  Thefe  are  founded,  not  00  the  fordid  pnodples 
of  gaming,  or  diflipation,  or  fraud,  but  on  the  beautiful  bafis  of  benevolence,  and  with 
the  amiable  view  of  conciliating  the  aftedions  of  two  nations,  where  the  gopd  and  the 
bad,  common  to  every  place,  are  only  divided  by  a  rill  fcarcely  to  be  diftingujflied  f 
but  prejudice  for  a  time  could  find  no  merit  but  within  its  own  narrow  bourne.  Some 
enlarged  minds,  however,  determined  to  break  the  fafcinalion  of  eri-oneouc  opinion,  to 
m%  with  their  fellow-fubjeds,  and  toinllruft  both  the  great  vulgar  and  the  fmall,  that 
the  northern  and  fouthem  borders  of  the  Tweed  created  in  their  inhabitants  but  a  mere 
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diSerence  without  a  diftinftion,  and  that  virtue  and  good  fenfe  were  equally  common  to 
both.  At  thefe  races  the  ftewards  are  feiefttd  from  each  nation  ;  a  Percy  and  a  Douglas 
may  now  be  feen  hand  in  hand  ;  the  example  of  charity  fpreads,  and  may  it  fpread,  with 
all  its  fweet  influences,  to  the  remoieft  corner  of  our  ifland ! 

What  pleafing  times  to  thofe  that  may  be  brought  in  contraft!  when  every  houfe 
was  made  defennble,  and  each  owner  garrifoned  againft  his  neighbour ;  when  revenge 
at  one  time  diftated  an  inroad,  and  neceffity  at  another  ;  when  the  miftrers  of  a  caftle 
has  prefented  her  fons  with  their  fpurs  to  remind  them  that  her  larder  was  empty  ;  and 
that  by  a  forray  they  mult  fupply  it  at  the  expence  of  the  borderers ;  when  every  even- 
ing  the  fiieep  were  taken  from  the  hills,  and  the  cattle  from  thdr  pafture,  to  be  fecured 
in  the  lower  floor  from  robbers  prowling  like  wolves  for  prey;  and  the  difappointed 
thief  found  all  in  fafety,  from  the  fears  of  the  cautious  owner.  The  following  fimple 
lines  give  a  true  pi&ure  of  the  times : 

Then  Johnie  Armllrone  to  Willie  'gna  taj, 
DilliV,  a  ridmg  then  will  we  ; 
EnKUnd  and  ui  have  been  long  at  feud) 
Pcrhapt  we  may  hit  oa  {oinc  bootie. 
Then  they're  come  on  to  Huttoo-ha, 
Tbty  tadc  that  proper  place  about  j 
But  the  laird  he  wat  the  wifer  man, 
Fur  he  had  lelt  na  gcir  without. 

Thefe  were  the  exploits  of  petty  robbers ;  but  when  princes  di£tated  an  inroad,  the 
confequences  bore  a  proportion  to  their  rank.  An  Armftrong  might  drive  away  a  few 
fheep;  but  when  an  Henry  direfls  invafion,  192  towns,  towers,  lledes,  barnekyns, 
churches,  and  baflel-houfes  are  burnt  ;  403  Scots  flain,  816  taken  prifoners;  10^16 
cattle,  1 2492  flieep,  1 296  nags  and  geldings,  aoo  goats,  200  bolls  of  com,  and  infight 
geare  without  meafure,  carried  ofi*.  Such  were  the  fuccefles  during  four  months  of  the  . 
year  i544*', 

Crofs  the  river,  turn  almofl  due  eaft,  and  after  a  ride  of  three  or  four  miles  find  my- 
(elf  at  the  extremity  of  the  kingdom.  I  look  back  to  the  north,  and  with  a  grateful 
mind  acknowledge  every  benefit  I  received  from  the  remoteft  of  the  Hebrides  to  the 
prefent  fpot ;  whether  I  think  of  the  hofpitality  of  the  rich,  or  the  efforts  of  unblameable 
poveny,  ftraining  every  nerve  to  accommodate  me,  amidfl  dreary  hills,  and  ungenial 
fkies.  The  little  accidents  of  diet,  or  of  lodgings,  affed  not  me  :  I  took  forther  than 
the  mere  differences  of  living,  or  of  cudoms  ;  to  the  good  heart,  and  extenfive  benevo- 
lence, which  foftens  every  hardship,  and  turns  into  delicacies  the  groflefl  fare.  My 
conflitution  never  yet  was  difpofed  to  apathy  ;  for  which  I  can  claim  no  merit,  but  am 
thankful  to  the  author  of  my  frame,  fmce  "  I  feel  not  in  myfelf  thofe  common  antipa- 
thies that  I  can  difcover  in  others  :  thofe  national  repugnancies  do  not  touch  me,  nor. 
do  I  behold  with  prejudice  the  French,  Italian,  Spaniard,  or  Dutch,  much  more  my 
fcllow.fubjefts,  howfoever  remotely  placed  from  me.  But  where  I  find  their  a£UoQS 
in  balance  with  my  countrymen's,  I  honour,  love,  and  embrace  them  in  fome  degree* 
I  was  bom  in  the  eighth  climate,  but  feem  to  be  framed  and  conftellated  unto  all :  all 
places,  all  airs,  make  unto  me  one  country ;  1  am  m  England  every  where,  and  under 
every  meridian  t-" 

Cro&  an  infignificant  rill,  called  Ridiog-bum,  and  enter  Northumberland. 


*  HtjK'a  Stau  Pspen,  43  to  51.  ^  RxUgio  Medici,  p.  jj. 
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Pafs  through  Carham,  a  village,  on  the  fouthem  baiiks  of  the  Tweed,  "Hcre-trM* 
houfe  of  blacfc  canons,  a  cell  to  that  of  Kirkham,  in  Yorkfliire.  ;It  was  burnt  in  1296 
by  the  Scots,  under  Wallace,  who  gives  name  to  this  day  to  an  adjacent  field-  See  a 
fragment  of  Warkcallle,  once  the  properly  ofthe  Roffes,onginaily  granted  by  Henry 
III.  "  to  Robert,  fon  ofthe  Baron  of  Helmfly.  Jt  paffed  afterwards  into  the  family  oi" 
the  Greys,  whn  took  their  title  from  the  place.  After  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
by  the  acceflion  of  James  I.,  Lord  Grey's  edate  rofe  from  one  thoufand  to  feven  or  eight 
thoufanij  pounds  a  year  t ;  fo  inftactly  didthefe  parts  experience  the  "benefit. 

It  was  often  attacked  by  the  Scots,  and  in  1296  was  taken  and  burnt  by  them.  The 
Inve  of  a  Robert  de  Rofs  for  a  fair  Scot  occaHoned  this  misfortune.  He  betrayed  it ,  to 
his- northern  neighbours,  and  then  joined  the  famous  Wallace].  In  1383  it  was  £igaia 
burnt  by  the  Scots.§-;  but  after  the  battle  ofFlodden,tbe  garrifon  revengt-d  its  former 
difgrace  by  cutting  off  numbers  of  the  fugitives. 

Leave  behind  us,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Tweed,  Coldftream,  the  head-quarters 
of  Genera!  Monk ;  from -whence  he  marched  to  reftore  monarchy  to  his  diftreffed 
country.  On  the  foulhern  fidp  is  Cornhill,  noted  for  its  fine  Roman  camp  ||,  which  we 
.pafied  unwittingly  on  theleft.  This  town  .lies.in  aJarge  detached  part  ofDurham,  fur- 
rounded  by  Northumberland. 

.  Ail  this  country  is  open,  deftitute  of  trees,  and  almofl  even  of  hedges ;  for  hedges 
are  in  their  infancy  in  ihefe  parts,  as  it  is  not  above  feven  or  tight  years  (Ince  they  have 
been  introduced.  The  land  is  fertile,  fwells  into  gentle  rifings,  and  Is  rich  in  corn.  It 
ismiferably  depopulated;  a  few  great  ferm-houfes  and  hamlets  appear  rarely  fcattered 
■over  the  vail  trafts.  There  are  few  farms  of  Jefs  value  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  a  year;  they  are  generally  three,  four,  or  five  hundred ;  and  1  heard  of  one, 
poflefled  by  a  fingle  family,  that  evwi  reaahed  twenty -five  hundred  :'  in  this  was  a  fingle 
field  of  three  thoufand  acres,  and  which  took  fix  hundred  bolls  of  feed-wheat,  of  fix 
Winched er  bulhels  each.  A  humour  fatal  to  the  commonwealth  prevails  over  many 
parts  of  the  north,  of  flinging  numbers  of  Qnall  tenements  into  a  Urge  one,  in  order  to 
fave  the  expence  of  building  i  or  perhaps  to  avoid  the  multiplicity  of  receipts,  lay  a 
whole  country  into  a  ftieep-walk.  Thefe  devour  poor  men's  houfes,  and  expef  the 
ancient  inhabitants  from  their  fire-fides,  to  feek  their  bread  in  a  ftrange  land.  I  have 
heard  of  a  chamber  (I  have  forgot  the  fpot  it  curfes)  that  is  too  barbarous  and  infamous 
tto  be  overlooked  ;  which  has  fo  little  feeling  as  to  depopulate  a  village  of  two  hundred 
fouls,  and  to  level  their  houfes  to  the  ground  j  to  deltroy  eight  or  ten  farm-houfea  on 
,aa  eltate  of  athoufand  a  year,  for  the  fake  of  turning  almoft:  the  whole  into  a  fheep- 
walk.  There  he  lives,  and  there  may  he  long  live  his  own  tormentor!  deteiling,  de- 
.tefied  by,  all  mankind !  Wark  and  Learmouth,  once  confiderable  places,  are  now 
fcarcety  inhabited  :  the  laft,  formerly  a  great  market-town,  is  now  reduced  to  a  fingle 
ikrm.houfe.  The  inhabitants  have  long  fince  been  difperfed,  forced  to  exchange  the  ' 
•wholefome,  the  vigorous,  the  innocent'  lives  of  the  rural  oeconomifts,  for  the  fickly 
fliOTt-lived  employs  of  manufafturers  in  Birmingham,  and  other  great  towns,  where 
^tfeafe,  and  often  corrupted  morals,  caufe  double~the  confumption  of  people  as  would 
happen,  were  they  permitted  to  enjoy  their  ancients  feats.  The  want  of  labourers  be- 
gins to  \>e  fenfibly  felt.  As  a  proof,  they-are  retained  by  the  year ;  and  policy  didates 
to  their  employers,  the  affording  them  good  wages :  each  has  his  cottage,  a  piece  of 
iaud,  gratis  and  a  Ihillinga  day  in  fumm^rj  and  ten-.pence  in  winter.    I  call  this  good 

*  Dn^dalc'i-Bjaron.  L  {$4.         ■{  I4fe«f  Lord  Keeper.Quildrord,  139.      1  Dugdalc'l  Baron.  1.  J54. 
4  *Ho1ib1)ki1,  10U  iiL  444.  '  g  Wallii'*  Norttnimbetland,  tl.  4^1. 
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pay  in  a  countfy  which  ought  to  be  very  cheap  ;  if  not,  what  are  the  fine  effects  of  the 
great  improvements?  The  Speftator  fpeaks  much  of  the  deferts  of  the  man  that  raifes 
two  ears  of  com  where  one  grew  before.  But  who  will  pnini  our  the  man  who  has  ihe 
foul,  to  make  his  poor  brethren  feel  the  happy  effefl  of  his  art  ?  I  believe,  that  at  pre- 
fent  there  are  numbers  who  have  raifed  ten  for  one  that  weie  known  a  few  years  ago. 
&  would  be  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  plenty  uouUl  introduce  cheapncfs  ;  but  till  the  pro- 
vidential plenty  of  the  prefent  year,  corn  was  exaftiy  double  the  value  of  what  it  was 
fourteen  years  paft.  Yet  the  plenty  of  money  has  not  been  found  doubled  by  the  poor 
tnanufaflurer  or  labourer.  The  land-ownerin  the  north  has  taken  full  care  of  hin7relf. 
A  farm  of  75I.  per  annum,  twenty  years  ago,  has  been  lately  fet  for  3651.)  another  of 
Z3ot.,wiilbe  foon  fet  for  loool.  per  arinum.  An  ellate  was  bought  in  17^9,  for 
6800I.,  it  confided  of  1560  acres,  of  which  750  have  been  fold  for  8400I,  And  all  , 
ihefe  improvements  refult  from  (he  unprincipled  and  iniquitous  notion  of  making  the 
buyer  of  the  produce  pay  not  only  to  fatisfy  the  demand  of  the  landlord,  but  to  enable 
the  farmer  to  make  a  princely  fortune,  and  to  live  wJth  a  luxury  the  (hame.of  the  . 
dmest  They  have  loft  the  relpeftablb  charafter  of  the  old  Cnghfh  yeomanry,  by  toO 
clofe  an  imitation  of  the  extravagant  follies  of  their  betters. 

•The  oxen  of  thefe  parts  are  very  fine  ;  a  pair  has  been  fold  for  fixty-five  pounds. 
The  weight  of  one  was  a  hundred  and'  fixty-eight  ftones.  The  mountain  fheep  are  fold 
for  half-a-guinca  ajMece ;  the  lowland  ewes  for  a  guinea  ;  the  weihers  for  a  guinea  antt 
a  half:  the  beft  wool  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  Ihillings  the  ftone,  of  twenty-three  pounda 
and  a  half: — ^But  to  purfue  ourjpurney  :- 

Obferve  on  the  right  feveral  very  regular  terraces  cut  on  the  face  of  a  hill.  Theyari 
moft  exactly -formed,  a  little  raifed  in  the  middle,  like  a  fine  walk,  and  about  twenty 
feet  broad,  and  of  a  very  confiderable  length.  In  fome  places  were  three,  iii  others  fiv^ 
flights,  placed  one  above  the  other,  terminating  exadly  in  a  line  at  each  end,  and  moft 
precifely  finiflled.  lam  told,  that  fuch  tiers  of  terraces  are  not  uncommon  in  thefs 
parts,  ^^ere  they  are  called  baulks.  Mr,  WalSis  co!iji.£lures  them  to  be  places  for  the 
militia  to  arrange  thenifelves  on  in  time  of  war,  that  they  might  (hew  thetnfelves  toad- 
vantage  thus  placed  rank  above  rank*.  Mr.  Gordon  defcribes  feveral  which  hefaw  in 
Scotland,  which  he  conjefturee  to  have  been  Roman,  and  formed  for  itinerary  encamp, 
ments.t)  in  my  opinion  a  lefs  fatisfaSory  account.  It  appears  more  reafonable,  that 
diey  were  defigned  for  what  Mr.  Wallis  imagines,  as  nothing  could  more  highly  gra. 
tify  the  pride  of  a  chieftain's  heart,  in  this  warlike  country,  than  to  review,  at  one 
glance,  hisvaffals  placed  fo  advantageoully  for  that  purpofe. 

Reach  the  village  of  Palinfburne,  and  finding  neither  provifion  for  man  or  horfe, 
have  rtcourfe  to  the  hofpitallty  of  John  Aikew,  Efq. ;  of  Palinfbume-Hall,  where  all 
our  wants  were  relieved  in  the  amplell  manner.  From  his  hnufe  we  vilited  Flodden 
hill,  celebrated  in  hiftory  for  the  greateft  lofs  the  Scots  every  fuftained.  Here  in  i3i3i 
encamped  James  IV.  inhisill-advifed  invafion  of  England.  According  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  time,  every  chieftain  had  his  feparate  camp,  whofe  vediges  are  apparent  to  this  day. 
Infatuated  with  the  love  of  Lady  Heron,  of  Ford,  a  neighbouring  caitle  J,  he  wafted  his 
days  in  inaftiviiy,  and  fuffered  the  fair  Dalilah  to  vifit  the  Earl  of  Surry,  the  general  of 
his  enemy,  under  pretence  of  receiving  from  her  intelligence  of  his  motions.  She  be- 
trayed her  credulous  lover,  whofe  army  dwindled  by  delay,  of  which  clang  were  always 
impatient.    The  enemy  unezpe^edly  appeared  before  him  ;  -  he  would  neither  permit  a 

•  Hid.  Northumbfriand, ii.  70.  f  .Itinerary,  114,113- 
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■retreat,  tior  fuBFer  his  gallant  mailer  of  artillery  to  annoy  them  in  iheir  paffage  over  the 
Till  •.  Surry  cut  off  his  paffape  into  Scotland,  and  brought  on  the  enpagemenr,  that 
the  devoted  prince  fc  much  wifhed  for  :  ii  raged  chiefly  near  Brankfton.  The  Scots 
formed  a  ring  round  their  monarch,  and  he  fell  with  many  wounds,  furrounded  by  the 
dead  bodies  of  bis  ^thful  nobility.  Not  a  great  houfe  in  Scotland  but  lamented  the 
lofs  of  itS'Chieftanor  near  relation.  The  body  of  the  king  was  enbalmed,  cered  and 
wrapped  in  lead  i  and  prefented  with  the  King's  gauntlet  to  Queen  Catherine,  then  at 
the  palace  at  Richmond.  After  excommunication  was  taken  oQ*  (on  reprefentation 
that  he  gave  figns  of  repentancef  in  his  laft  moraems)  he  was  interred  in  the  abbey  at 
Shene.  On  the  dilTdation,  the  body  was  flung  with  greac  ind<;ccncy  into  a  lumber 
room»  wheK  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  where  Stow  fays  he  faw  ir. 
'Some  woHimen  wantonly  cut  off  the-hcad  ;  W'hich  was  .preferved  for  fome  time  by  one 
Tounge,  mailer  glazier  to  her  Majefty,  who  tired  with  it,  gave  it  to  the  fexton  of  Sr. 
Michael's  church,  Wood-flreet,  to  be  buried  among  the  vulgar  bones  of  the  charnel 
houfe  \.  Such  poflhumous  refpefl  do  4he  reli^^ues  of  princes  receive !  The  Scots  pre- 
tend that  -bisbody  was  never  found,  and  that  which  was  taken  for  it  by  the  EngliOi, 
'-was  that  of  one  of  his  Jiobiiity  ;  for  many  on  that  f^tal  day  dreffed  themfelves  in  the 
feme  habit.  '  They  alledge,  that  the  body  found  was  not  furrounded  with  the  penitential 
chain  ^ ;  but  it  is  poflible,  as  Mr.  Guthrie  imagines,  that  llgn  of  remorfe  for  his  par- 
ridde  was-only  worn  on  certain  days.  His  fword  and  dagger  are  now  in  the  Heralds 
office,!pw^ented-by  the  viftorious  earl  ^. 

'Odober  ift.  '^Pafs  near  Ford  caflle,  now  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Delaval,  poffeffed  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  111.  by  Odonei  de  Ford;  and -by  ihe  marriage  of  his  daughter  to 
'Wiiliam  Heron,  pafled  into  that  faoaily  ^ :  from  iht:m  to  the  Carrs-;  from  the  Carrs  to 
the  prefent  owner. 

Crofs  Minefield  plain,  a  flat  of  five  ffiles  extent.;  obferve  on  one  part  a  circular 
camp,  with  a  fmgle  fofs  and  dike ;  and  oppofite  to  it,  a  fmall  Cquare  mtrenchment. 
At  the  village  ofMillefitld  is  faid  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  the  Kings  of  Bemicia 
after  Edwin  ••.  ■  On  the  right  is  Copeland  caftle  ;  a  fquare  tower,  formerly  the  feat  of 
the  Wallaces,  but  in  our  time  transferred  to  the  Ogles,  by  porchafe.  Crofs  the  Glc-n, 
a  fmatl  river,  but  honoured  with  baptizing  in  iisnater^a  multhudeof  Norihunibrians, 
«ho  were  converted  by  Paulinus,  after  King  Edwin  had  embraced  the  hith  :  the  reli* 
dence  of  him  and  his~queen  being  at  that  time  at  Adigefrin,  the  neighbouring  Yever- 
ingtt. 

Pafs  by  Humbiedon  hill,  ndiere,  in  1401,  the  Scots  under  Archibald,  Earl  of  Dougw 
lac,  received  a  fignal  defeat  by  ihe  Engiilh,  commanded  by  Henry  Percy,  fumamed  Hot- 
fpur,  in  which  Douglas  was  taken  prifomr.  On  the  hil  are  tome  mai  ks  of  entrench* 
merits,  which  the  .Scots  flung  up  before  the  battle.  The  face  of  this  hill  is  alfo  di- 
vided by  multitudes  of  terraces,  refemblingthofeabovedelcrihed. 

Ride  throug  Wooler,  a  fmall  town.  Obferve  feveral  of  the  people  wear  the  bonnet, 
the  laft  remains  of  the  Englifh  drefs  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  Vi.  and  Mary.  The  hills 
-on  the  right  approach  very  near  us,  and  the  country  rifes  on  both  fides,  and  forms  a 
mixture  of  corn-land  and  fheep-watk.  On  the  weft  appear  the  Cheviot  hills,  finooth 
-and  verdant.  Among  them  is  laid  the  fcene  of  the  battle  of  Chevy-chace,  in  the  cete- 
^brated  ballad  of  that  name.    Notwithftanding  therejs  nothing  but  ballad  authority  for 

•  Unaehj,  116.  f  Rfinei**  Fedrri.  siii   p   j";,  t  StOw'i  London,  ao.  c  10, 
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it,  yet  it  18  highly  probably  that  fuch  an  a^on  might  have  happeneclbetWMii^two  mal 
chieftains,  jealous  of  the  invafion  of  their  hunting-gronnds.  The  limits  of  the  king- 
doms  were  then  unfettled ;  and  even  at  this  time,  there  are  debateable  lands  amidO: 
tbefe  very  bills.  The  poet  has  ufed  a  licence  in  his  defcripdon  of  the  fight,  and  mixed 
in  it  fome  events  of  the  ba,ttle  ofOtterboume,  for  neither  a  Percy  nor  a  Douglals  fellia' 
this  wofiil  hunting. 

Turn  three  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  to  vifit  Cbillingham  caAte,  the  andent  property  of 
the  Greys,  afterwards  Lords  of  Werk,  now  of  the  Earl  of  TankerviUe.  The  prefent 
building  is  large,  and  of  no  greater  antrquity  than  the  time  of  James  I.  Here  are  num- 
bers of  portraits,  atmoft  entirely  mifnamed.  In  the  hatl  is  the  piSure  of  a  toad,  faid  to 
have  been  found  In  the  centre  of  the  (lone  it  is  painted  on ;  and  beneath  are  thefc  lines : 

Hnii  Stagjrka, 

Tno  &  vclji  quU  nirabiliui  EuripOi 

Hue  venito. 

Fluant,  rcfluant^ue  maria,  ct  fit  Luoaticut 

<^i  ftio  tti*iaiii  fpoliat  lionore  : 

Ed  tilti-aovi  quid,  quod  n<tn  portat  Afrkc, 

Nee  fabubli)  Nilus  man, 

Ignem,  flammam^ue  puram. 

Aura  tamctt  vitili  caflim  ! 

Cvco  e  rcceflu  fdflit  quod  rideti  faii, 

Obllctricei  luccm  Lithotomi  dcdcre  Maaai 

Viro  Buroni. 

In  the  park  are  between  thuty  and  forty  wild  cattle,  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  de> 
(cribedat  Drumlanrig. 

Pals  over  a  dreary  country,  chiefly  a  flieep  walk,  open,  and  without  trees ;  cro&  tha 
mi,  a  fmall  rirer,  and  on  Hegely  moor  fee  the  odagcmal  Aaft  of  Percy's  crofs,  <n 
whofe  broader  fides  are  carved  the  arms  of  the  family,  crefents  and  pikes.  This  was 
erefted  in  memory  of  Sir  Ralph  Percy,-  who  was  flam  here,  in  1463,  in  battle  between 
the  partizans  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafler,  and  Lord  Montacute.  Lord  fiungerfbrd,  and 
the  other  leaders,  fled  at  the  fird  onfet ;  he,  with  the  fpirit  of  a  Percy,  kept  his  ground, 
and  died,  confoling  himfelf,  that  he  bad  "  faved  the  bird  in  his  breaft ;"  meaning,  thaA 
be  bad  preferved  his  allegiance  to  Henry,  never  reflecting,  as  the  unglozing  ti£. 
torians  *  of  old  times  remark,  that  he  had  atxindoned  that  unhappy  prince  in  his  great- 
eft  neceflity,  and  fubmitted  to  bis  rival,  Edward. 

Near  this  crofs  get  Qn  an  andent  military  road,  micalled  the  Watling-ftreet,  which 
runs  north  into  Scotland,  and  fouth  to  Corbridge.  The  northern  part  is  better  know« 
by  the  name  of  the  Devil's  dike :  but  as  there  is  not  a  fingle  ftation  on  it,  from  the  place 
it  unites  with  the  genuine  Roman  way  near  Beuctay,  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
the  works  of  the  Saxons,  there  bong  variety  of  little  fortrefles  near  its  courfe, 

After  a  few  miles  riding;  iall  into  the  vale  of  Whittingham,  inclofed  with  hedges  (# 
ancient  (landing.  Leave,  on  the  right,  the  conic  hill  of  Glanton-Pike,  a  noted  beacon. 
Again  crofs  the  Till,  at  this  place  called  the  Bremilh.  Ride  through  Whttttnghani,  a 
little  town,  on  the  Aln,  (here  a  little  ftream,)  and,  paffing  over  part  of  the  black  and 
difmal  Rimfide  moor,  lie  at  a  neat  inn,  called  the  Hal&nray  houfe. 

Oflober  3.  Defcend  into  a  cultivated  narrow  vale :  reach  the  fmall  town  of  Roth^ 
bury,  feated  on  the  Coquet,  which,  below  the  town,  runs  through  a  largeextent  of  flat 
free-Hone  rock,  in  a  (lit  about  forty  feet  long  and  Jive  wide,  through  which  the 
ftrsam  rulhes  with  great  violence,  and  has  worn  muldtudes  of  thofe  circular  bafons 


•  Hall,  in  hti  reign  of  Edw.  IV.  p.  3.     Holinftcd,  rel,  iii.  £«. 
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called  the  Giant's-pots.  This  manor  belonged  to  th?  Clavmnj;s ;  a  name  taken  fVora 
n  place  in  EiTcx,-  but  tlieir  firlt  feitlement  was  in  this  comity.  In  the  reign  of  King 
John,  one  of  ihem,  tlifiinguiflieil  by  the  name  of  Fitz-Roger,  obtained  a  grant  of  this 
manor,  with  the  wootia  belonging  ;  but  his  majeily  referved  to  hinifelf  the  liberty  of 
.  humin.i^  in  them.  But  the  latt  of  the  family  refigning  k  to  the  crown,  it  was  re.granted 
to  the  Pcrcies,  by  Edward  HI.  * 

Crofs  the  Cdqiiet,  on  a  bridge  of  four  arches;  afcend  a  lleep  hill,  and  arrive  in  a 
woodlcfs,  hedgelefs,  and  nntuttivated  country,  which  continues  for  Ibnie  miles;  the 
inclofuros  either  banks  or  Hone  walls.  Reach  Camhoe,  a  row  of  neat  honfes  on  an 
eminence,  where  the  country  mends,  and  trees  and  hedges  appear.  Mr.  Waliis  f  fays, 
it  ligiiifies  the  fort  on  the  hill,  and  that  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  it  belonged  to  Sir 
Robert  de  Camhoe,  high-Iheriffof  the  county. 

Below  it  is  VVallingto:! ;  a  good  ^onie,  belonging  to  Sir  Walter  Blicket,  whofe 
ancertor  porchaied  it  from  the  unfortunate  Sir  John  Fenwick,  beheaded  in  i6g6,  in 
whofe  family  it  had  been  from  the  rei^^n  of  Henry  IV.  Afier  a  few  miles  pa(s  bv  Swin- 
burne caftle,  crofllng  a  iiufe  norih  of  it,  the  true  Watllng-ftreet  way,  which  runs  into 
thf  (hire  of  Roxburgh.  At  Chollerton,  we  crofs  the  Erring,  a  fmallitream,  falling  juft 
below  into  the  north  Tyne,  a  beautiful  river,  with  (loping  banks,  finely  cu  livated.  At 
a  fmall  diltance  foulh  of  Chollerton,  crofs  the  fite  of  Adrian's  dike,  and  bevirui,'s  wail, 
oppofiie  to  Walwick,  the  ancient  t'ilurnum  ;  a  ilatiou  on  tb^  welt  bank  of  the  Tyne, 
Here  was  flationed  the  body  of  horfe,  or  alafeeunda  Ajiorum^  as  appears  by  a  fepulcbral 
ilon^,  figured,  by  Horftly  J  Several  other  inonumtjiial  infcriptions  have  been  found 
there,  pteferved  by  the  fame  author.  This  wa'l,  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  name 
<)fihePi£lsttaU,crofl'estheifiand  from  featofea,  beginn'ng;>tB..uhiefs§  :  on  iheSolw^j 
jSrth,  and  ending  in  a  fort  at  Coufin's-houfe  near  the  vdlage  of  Wall's-end,  the  old 
Segedunum,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tyiie,  a  few  miles  eaU  (if  Pons  JElii,  or  Newcadle. 
The  whole  length  of  this  vaft  work  was  fixiy-eighth  miles  and  three  furlongs  {] ;  the 
height,  in  the  lime  cf  Bede^,  twelve  feet,  exclufive  perhaps  of  parapet.  The  thick- 
nelis,  from  feven  to  nine  feet.  It  was  guarded  tiy  a  multitude  of  towers,  generally  within 
lefs  than  a  mile  diilant  from  each  otfitr;  all  of  them  fixty-ilx  feet  fquare.  Bttweenevery 
two  of  thefe  towers  Were  four  exploratory  turrets,  only  four  yards  Iquare  :  asiheft;  were 
within  call,  centinels  were  placed  in  ihcm'to  give  an  alann.  Befidts  thefe  were  feventeea 
flations.  at  about  Jnur  miles  did ance  from  each  other,  Thefe  are  known  by  names  fuchas 
CiluVnuin,  Procolitia,  and  the  like.  A  military  way  was  made  by  Severus,  at  the  lame 
time  with  his  wall,  and  ran  from  turret  to  turret,  and  was  regularly  paved  •*. 

More  to  afiilt  ruy  own  memory,  than  to  inform  the  I'eader,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
name,  in  order  of  time,  the  rtumber  of  walls  or  defences,  formed  by  the  Romans,  or 
r.  paired  by  them,  in  order  to  keep  our  norlhrni  fcllow-fubjefls  within  bounds.  'I  he 
firit  was  the  chain  efforts,  made  by  Agricola,  from  the  firth  of  Forth  to  that  of  Clyde, 
in  the  year  8i,  to  protecl  his  conquells  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Caledonians  ;  and, 
as  Taciius  esprefics  if,  to  remove  them,  as  it  were,  iiito  another  illand. 

The  feconJ  was  the  vallum,  or  tlike,  flung  up  by  Adrian,  in  the  year  121.  Spartianff" 
bears  witnefs  to  this  j  who  informs  ua,  that  r.drian  vlfited  Britain,  refornud  tt>aiiy 
.things,  and  made  a  u  all  eighty  miles  long,  to  feparate  the  barbarians  from  the  Romans. 

•  Diigilal':'^  Baronaije,  i    i-6,  log.  +11.  s:(^.  ±  NotthumberUnd,  No.  xxi». 

§  Vide  Voyage  lo  liu-  Hj.ti.lH.  i|.  Hn.Wy,  \tx. 

f  Pnrt  ii  ;ct  (ultiably  entiic  acai  Laitecroft  abtKj  in  CumbcrUbd.  **  Hurfel;  lt8> 

Jf  Vil.  Adtiani,  c.  xi. 
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This  was  made  of  earth  and  ftones.  It  terminated  on  ihe  wellcm  fwle  of  the  kingdom, 
at  Axelodununi,  or  Bruj^h,  on  the  Solway  fands,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have  readied  no 
iarther  than. Pons  ^lii,  or  Newcaltle,  on  the  eaftern.  But  by  an  account  I  very  re- 
cently *  received  from  Mr.  Robert  Harrifon  of  that  town,  I  6nd  it  extended  on  this  fide 
as  far  as  ihe  wall  of  Severus.  A  broken  (tone  has  lately  been  difcovered  at  WaU*A-ead, 
with  this  inlcription  t 

HADR 

MUR : COND 

HOC.  MARM. 
'      POS  :  CObS.  D. 

The  third  was  alfo  of  earth,  made  in jl\e  year  138,  by  Lollius  Urbicus,  lieutenant 
to  Antoninus,  who  recovering  the  cnumry,  once  tonquered  by  Agricola,  built  aoothc-r    - 
■turf  wall  t  on  the  boundary  kfl  by  that  great  general,  and  removed  the  Caledonians 
farther  from  the  Roman  province.     This  is  proved  not  only  by  Capitolinus,  but  by 
the  infcriptions  from  the  Itaiions  in  the  courfeof  it. 

The  fourth  in  the  year  210,  by  Severus,  as  above  defcribed.  Not  with  (land 'ng  his 
hillorian  vaunts,  that  this  emperor  p.netrated  to  the  remotefl  parts  of  the  in^nd,  he 
feen;etl  to  judj^e  it  prudent  to  reduce  its  limits  to  the  vallum  of  Adrian. 

If  we  may  credit  Nennius,  Carafius,  jn  390,  repaired  the  wail  of  Severus,  and  forti- 
fied it  with  feven  towers.  A  work  leemlhgty  needlefs,  as  it  was  before  fo  welt  fupptied 
with  forts.  It  feems  as  if  Nennius  confounded  the  wall  of  Autunine  wiih  tiiat  of  Ss- 
VtTUS,  for  immediately  afar  mentioning  the  laft,  he  fpeaks  of  Pengual,  and  the  river 
-Cluih.  The  firft,  being  Kinrifl,  near  the  end  of  Antonine's  wall,  on  the  firth  ot  Forth  j 
.and  the  Clutn,  the  Clyde,  whefe  it  terminates  on  the  weftern  coafl:  J. 

'Iheodufius,  in  jS",  afier  driving  the  crowds  of  Scotii,Altacotli,  and  other  barbarous 
invaders  out  of  the  Roman  province,  repaired  the  boundary,  built  new  foils,  and  called 
the  paits  he  had  recovered,  Valentia,  in  honour  of  the  Emperor  Valens  §. 

The  provincial  lirilons,  after  they  were  relieved  from  their  diftreflbs,  by  the  afiifl- 
ance  of  a  Roman  legion,  in  426,  once  more  repaired  the  wall  of  Antonine  with  turf  ||, .  ■ 
being  too  ignorant  to  efleft  it  in  any  other  manner.     And,  finally,  by  the  advice  of 
Gallio,  and  the  help  of  a  legion  under  his  copimaiid,  the  walLof  Severus  was  rcftored  ^  ; 
a  pcxir  fecurity  to  the  degenerate  Britons  after  the  retreat  of  the  Romans. 

Proceed  by  the  village  of  Wall,  and  from  a  nfing  ground  have  a  fine  view  of  the 
river,  now  enlarged  t  y  the  waters  of  the  South  Tyne.  Pafs  by  Hermitage,  the  houfe 
of  the  late  Dr.  Jurin,  the  celebrated  natural  philofopher.  In  ancient  times  St.  John  of 
Beverley  made  the  adjacent  woods  his  retreat  from  the  world,  which  gave  name  to  the 
place.  Ford  the  river  ;  the  beautiful  bridge,  btely  fmiilied,  having  been  fwept  away  by 
Ihe  .floods.     Enter 

Hexam,  the  Haguflald  of  Bede,  and  Hextoldefham  of  the  Saxons.  Till  the  ^'^d 
of  Henry  Vlll.  it  was  called  a  cpunly  palatine,  tut  at  that  period  was  dripped  of  its 
p)wer.  In  ancient  times  it  was  a  maixr  belonging  to  the  fee  of  York,  wiiofe  prelates 
had  here  a  regality  and  great  powers.  Their  liberties  were  affirmed  to  them  by  the 
King's  council  in  parliament,  in  the  21ft  of  Edward  I.,  and  by  a  claufe  in  the  I3ih  of 
Edward  III.  had' jura  regalia^  and  the  right  of  levying  teniiis  and  fifiecnihs.     The 

•  Aueuft  177^.  '    t  C»pitolinu».  Vit,  Anton  Pii.  c  v. 

%  fiitl.  Br.  c,  Kis.     I  HID  inckbtcd  10  Mr  Harriran  of  NewnlUe  fur  the  firif^ure  on  Kenniui. 
%   Ammiaiiui  iKiirMlluiiM,  lih  XMI.   c.  4,  lib.  xxvitt.  C.  J- 

D  GilcUt,  c.  11.    Bede,  hb.  L  c.  is.  %  Gildas,  c.  14.     fie^c,  lib.  i.  c.  is. 
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pariA  was  lUb  caHed  HexatnOiire,  having,  till  the  14.  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  been  a  di(- 
tin£l  fliire ;  but  in  that  year  was  united  with  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

The  town  is  ancient,  finely  feated  on  the  fouthem  banks,  connfting  of  about  fire 
thoufand  inhabitants,  whofe  chief  manufafture  is  that  of  flioes  and  gloves,  and  it  alfo 
cftrries  on  a  confiderabie  trade  in  tanning.  But  Hesham,  like  many  other  places,  muft 
vaunt  of  the  glory  of  pad  timest  in  that  of  the  Romans,  it  was  probably  a  ftation,  if 
one  may  judge  from  the  halidcfaced  infcriptions  on  certain  Hones  that  antiquaries  have 
difcovered  worked  up  in  the  walls  of  the  vaults  of  the  church  *  ;  the  molt  curious  of 
'  which  is  that  infcribed  with  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Lucius  Septimius  Severus. 
Antiquaries  for  a  time  univerfally  agreed,  that  this  place  was  the  Axelodunum  of  the 
Notitia ;  but  Mr.  Horfely,  with  much  reafon,  removes  it  to  Burgh,  and  conjedures 
that  Hexham  might  have  been  the  Epiacum  of  Ptolemy  t ■ 

Very  early  in  the  Saxon  time  it  grew  diftinguiihed  by  its  ecclefiaftical  fplendor. 
Hexham  and  the  adjacent  country  were  part  of  the  crown-taods  of  the  kings  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  fettled  by  king  Egfrid,  as  dower  on  his  queen  Etheh^da.  Wilfrid  }, 
bifliop  of  York,  obtained  from  the  king  a  grant  of  it ;  and  here  prevailed  on  him  to 
ibund  a  lalhoprick,  which  faw  but  feven  prelates,  being  overthrown  in  the  Danifh  wars, 
about  the  yearSii.  But  the  magnificence  of  the-church  and -monaflery,  founded  here 
in  674,  by  Wiifiid,  is  fpoken  of  in  the  higheft  terms  by  ancient  writers.  They  cele- 
brate the  variety  of  the  buildings,  the  columns,  the  ornamental  carvings,  the  oratories^ 
and  the  crypts  ;  they  alfo  relate  the  pains  he  was  at  to  obtain  zniUs  of  the  greateft  fldtt 
from  different  parts  both  at  home  and  abroad.  They  mention  the  richnefs  of  covers 
for  the  altars,  the  gilding  of  the  walls  with  gold  and  filver,  and  the  noble  library,  coU 
leAed  with  amazing  induflry  :  in  few  words,  fay  they,  there  was  not  fuch  a  church  to 
be  found  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps.  As  this  place  fuffered  greatly  by  the  barbarity  etf" 
the  Danes,  there  is  no  veftige  ot  the  ancient  church.  The  prefent  building,  which, 
when  entire,  was  large  and  beautiful,  is  probably  the  work  of  Thomas  the  fecond  arch> 
bilhop  of  York,  to  which  fee  it  had  been  given  by  Henry  I.  The  prelate,  ftruck  vrith  the 
defolation  of  the  place,  eflabltfhed  here  in  11(3  a  convent  of  canons  regular  of  Aii- 
guftines.  The  architedure  is  mixed  ;  has  much  Gothic,  and  a  tittle  Saxon,  and,  in 
one  part,  the  narrow  fliarp-arched  windows,  all  which  began  to  be  in  ufe  about  that 
reign.  The  tower  is  large,  and  in  the  centre ;  the  church  baring  been  in  form  of  a 
Greek  crofs ;  but  the  well  end  was  quite  demoliflied  by  the  Scots  in  1 296.  The  town 
was  alfo  plundered  by  David  IL  in  1346,  but  faved  from  the  flames,  as  he  intended  it 
as  a  magazine  for  provifions. 

The  infide  is  Tupported  by  cluftered  pitlare,  with  Gothic  arches ;  the  gallery  above 
opens  with  Saxon  arches,  including  in  each  two  of  the  pointed  kind.  On  the  wooden 
flcreen  before  the  choir  is  painted  the  dance  of  death  ;  in  each  piece  the  meagre  monfter 
is  feizing  a  charader  of  every  rank.  Many  other  paintings,  now  much  injured  by  time, 
adorned  this  part.  Beneath  the  danc%  on  a  molding  are  twelve  fquare  pieces  of  wood ; 
(originally  there  were  fourteen)  on  each  is  elegantly  cut  in  rdief  and  giit,  a  certain 
capital  letter,  and  in  every  one  a  pretty  cypher  of  other  letters,  which  may  be  thus 
read.  •*  Oiate  pro  anima  Domini  Thorn :  S.  Prior  hujus  ac/^a  qui  fecit  hoc 
opus."  The  letters  in  italics  are  to  fupply  the  parts,  and  we  conje&ural  to  fuppty  the 
fenfe. 

•  Hoilely,  547.     Gordon,  183,  185.  |  HorfcJf,  109.  369. 

X  Eddii  Vitaii.  Wilfrid!,  in  GbIc**  C^kaien,  iii.  tt.  Set  more  in  that  minnficent  nd  tccvnte  worfc, 
the  Hiftory  of  Ely,  p.  91,23,  by  tbcRcT.  Mr.  SeBtban,  to  whoaweBM&rftwAtbCed'faithMBatKcfixm 
Richard  of  HtKhani'i  iccoiut  of  ii. 
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The  tomb  of  Alfwald  I.  king  of  Northumberland,  aflaffinated  in  788,  by  Slgga  one 
of  his  nobles,  is  fhewo  beneath  an  arch,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  north  eaft  aifle. 

An  Umfravil  lies  reciimbent,  crofs-Iegg'd,  the  privilege  of  Crdifaders.  On 
his  ihield  are  the  arms  of  the  famtly^,  who  were  great  benefactors  to  this  abby. 
Here  is  alfo  another  knight,  with  the  fame  mark  of  holy  zea!,-mifcalled  the  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  beheaded  here  in  1 643.  But  the  arms  of  the  Ihield,  three  gerbes,  fliew  that 
the  deceaTed  was  not  a'Beaufbrt,  who  quartered  the  arms  of  England  and  France. 

In  the  choir  is  a  beautiful  oratory,  of  (tone  below  and  wood  above,  moft  exquifitely 
carved,  now  converted  into  a  pew.  Near  that  is  the  tomb  of  a  Religious,  probably  a 
prior.  Above,  in  a  fliiuid,  are,  in  Snxon  charaders,  the  letters  R.  I.,  thefe  being  in 
many  parts  of  the  building,  are  probably  the  initials  of  fome  of  the  pious  benefactors-; 
and  about  the  fides  are  feveral  moft  riJicuIuus  figures,  the  product  of  the  fportive 
chlifel  of  the  fculptor  :  an  ape  fitting  on  a  (tone  wiih  its  hand  to  its  mouth ;  a  deformed 
figure  in  a  clofe  hood  with  a  pendent  ta^ol,  and  a  hare,  or  fome  other  animal,  in  his 
bofom,  and  other  monftrous  engravings  of  no  meaning  or  moment  •.  Againft  a  pillar 
is  a  ridiculous  fif^ure  of  a  barefooted  man,  with  a  great  club,  perhaps  a  pilgrim. 

Here  is  preferved  the  famous  fridftol,  or  ftool  of  peace ;  for  whofoever  took  polTef* 
fion  of  it  was  fure  of  reniiffiont-  This  piace  had  the  privilege  ef  a  fanftuary,  which 
was  not  merely  confined  to  the  church,  but  extended  a  mile  four  ways  J,  and  the 
limits  each  way  marked  by  a  crofs.  Heavy  penalties  were  levied  on  ihofe  who  dared 
to  violate  this  fan£tuary,  by  feizing  on  any  criminal  within  the  prefcribed  bounds ;  but 
if  they  prefutned  to  take  him  out  of  the  ftoo!  §,  the  offence  was  not  redeemable  by 
anv  fum  j  it  was  efleemed  botolors,  beyond  the  power  of  pecuniary  amends  ;  and  the 
offenders  were  left  to  the  uimoft  feverity  of  the  church,  and  fuffered  excommunicaiSpn, 
in  old  times  the  moft  terrible  of  punifhmenis. 

Part  of  the  monaftery  fliil  remains  habitable.  It  was  granted,  on  the  diffoluiion  to 
Sir  Reginald  Carnaby  ;  afterwards  paffed  to  the  Fenwicks,  and  laCtly  to  the  Blackets. 
The  convent  gate  is  entire,  and  confilis  of  a  fine  round  arch.  This  is  evidently  of  a 
much  older  date  than  any  of  the  prefent  remains  of  ihe  convent.  It  is  of  Saxon  archi- 
tecture, and  perhaps  part  of  the  labours  of  the  great  Wilfrid. 

The  town-houft;  is  built  over  an  aniient  gate  ;  beyond  that  is  an  old  fquare  tower, 
of  three  floors.  The  loweft  has  beneath  it  two  dreadful  dungeons,  which,  in  this  thievilh 
neighbourhood,  before  the  accellion,  were  feMom  untenanted. 

The  little  rivulet  Hexold,  which  runs  by  the  town,  would  not  merit  mention,  if  it 
did  not  give  name  to  the  place. 

OCt.  4.  Proceed  eallward.  About  three  miles  from  Hexham,  crofs  the  Divil,  on  a 
bridge  of  two  arches.  On  an  eminence  is  a  fquare  tower,  peeping  piClurefquely  above 
the  trees.  This  was  part  of  the  eftate  of  the  unfortunate  Karl  of  Derweniwater,  now 
veiled  in  Greenwich  Hofpital.  On  the  banks  of  this  river  was  fought,  in  1463,  the 
bloody  battle  of  Hexham,  between  the  Lancaftrians  and  Yorkilts,  in  which  the  firft 
were  defeated.  The  meek  Henry  fled  with  fo  great  precipitation  as  to  lofe  his  abacock, 
or  cap  fet  with  jewels,  which  was  carried  to  his  rival  at  York.  His  faithful  confort 
Margaret  betook  herfelf,  with  the  infant  prince,  to  a  neighbouiing  foreft,  where  ihe 

*  Since  ibepublicatbn  of  my  firft  edition  I  procurnl  dtawingt  of  there  6(rxire)  which  I  ovtilookcd  when 
I  wai  u  Hexhini,  and  took  the  account  of  tliem  hj  iiiilii.foTiDatiou.  Oa  Gght  of  the  drawings  I  atonce' 
jaw  that  they  were  no  more  than  what  I  mratinn  abeve- 

■f  lathe  ffiinllerat  Beverley  h  aftoolQtthis  kind,  called  by  the  fame  na[tie,anddeltiiic4fsr  tbeikmenict 

1  Sl«*eiis^«  Caniii*.  Dugdale,  ii.  135. 

^  Ricbud  of  Hexham,  M  i^uoui  by  Siavtly,  HI2.  Ch.  173. 
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was  fuirounded  with  robbers,  and  fpoiled  of  her  jewels  and  rings.  The  darknefc  of 
the  night,  and  a  difpiile  that  arore  among  the  banditti  about  the  divifion  of  the  booty, 
gave  her  opportunity  of  making  a  fecnnd  efcape;  but  while  /he  wandered,  opprefled 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  another  robber  approached  with  a  drawn  fwcrd  ;  her  fpirh 
noiff  proved  her  fafety.  She  advanced  towards  the  man,  and  prefenling  to  him  the 
young  prince,  called  out  to  him,  "  Here',  friend,  I  commit  to  you  the  proieftion  of  the 
ion  of  your  iCing."  The  man,  perhaps  a  Lancaftrian,  reduced  by  neceffuy  to  this 
courfe  of  life,  was  afTefted  w  ith  her  gallant  confiilence,  devoted  himfetf  to  her  fervice, 
and  concealed  his  royal  charge  till  he  found  opportunity  of  conveying  them  beyond  the 
reacli  of  their  enemies, 

■  Crofs  at  this  place  the  Wiitling-ftreef,  which  runs  dire£Hy  to  Ebchefter,  the  ancient 
Viridoniana  ;  pafs  the  Tync,  on  a  bridge  of  feven  arches,  near  whole  northern  end  is 
Corbridge,  a  finall  towiij  but  formerly  confiderable,  for  1. eland  fays,  iliat  in  his  time 
wtie  the  iiaiiies  of  divcl'e  ftreets,  and  great  tokens  of  oM  foundations.  Near  Cor- 
brldge  is  Coltlieficr,  a  flatii>n  on  the  line  of  the  wall,  ihe  old  Corllopituni  ;  the  Ro- 
man  way  pii/Tcs  through  it,  and  was  continued  on  the  oiher  Ihore  ly  a  bridj^e,  whofe 
ruins  Leliind  was  informed  of  by  the  vicar  of  the  parifh.  Mr.  Horfley  acquaints  us, 
that  even  in  his  time  fc.tnc  vtftiges  were  to  be  feen  •  A  little  alcove  is  the  fuiall 
flre^in  of  Cotve  f,  l.eland,  p.  2 1 2,  of  the  fecond  volume  of  his  ColU-flanca,  relatep, 
that  King  John,  uhen  he  was  at  Hexham,  caufed  great  fearch  to  be  made  after  a  trca- 
furp,  he  had  heard  was  hidden  here,  but  to  his  iJifappointment  fou:  d  nothing  but 
flouep,  old  bial's  wire,  Iron,  and  lead.  Abundance  of  antiquary  ireafures  have  bwn 
found  here  ilncc:  among  others,  an  infcripiion  to  Maicus  Aurelius  Antoninus;  an. 
other  conniiemo rating  a  cohoit,  that  made  part  of  the  wa  1  j  h^r-?  is  alfo  a  figure  of 
Viiflory,  holding  In  her  hand,  1  think,  a  flag  But  the  mult  curiuus  aiiriquiiits  are  the 
two  Gretk  infctiptionF,  and  the  filver  plate  found  in  the  adjacent  grounds.  '1  he  in- 
fcriptioiis  are  on  two  ali::rs.  The  firll  is  nieniioncd,  in  (he  Joriner  part  of  this]  lurney  * 
and  was  erefled  byPuIcher  to  the  gcddel's  Aftarte.  'J  he  other,  iii  the  prff.-ffinn  of 
the  Duke  of  NorihLU-.beihindj  is  adorned  on  one  fide  wiJi  a  wreath,  on  the  other,  with 
an  ex's  head  and  a  knife  ;  anderefledj  as  the  infcripiion  imports,  by  the  chief  prieflefs 
Diodora,  to  the  Tirian  Hercules  J. 

The  other  antiquity,  which  is  alfo  in  his  Grace's  csbinct,  is  of  matchlefs  beauty  and 
rarity:  it  is  a  pitcc  of  plate,  of  the  weight  of  a  hundred  and  iun).eiuht  ounce? 
cf  an  oblong  term,  ttftiiiy  Indus  by  filtecn  §,  with  a  margin  enriched  with  a 
rijnning  foliaj;e  ot  \ii;e  le;,ves  and  yrapcf.  'I  he  hollow  is  about  an  incii  beneath.  Jn 
this  is  a  6ne  aiiln.blage  of  deities.'  ^po  lo  ajpran-  fird,  (land'iig  at  liie  door  of  a 
temple,  wiih  wreathed  pillars,  i^ith  capitals  of  the  leaves  of  Acaiitiins.  In  one  hand  is 
his  bow,  in  the  'eiiier  a  laurtl  hii^rch.  His  feet  fivid  on  a  (ceptre,  and  near  that  his 
J)re  reds  agaii^d  ci>c  <f  the  ciltiniris,  liiutaih  liini  is  a  iun-flower,  the  euibJcm  of 
1'l.abiis,  and  a  grifiin  thut  poeis  couple  to  his  chariot. 

Ac  fi  y\  ahvt  addl,  «  l"i.ni«  (jryi-ha  j-j^jakm 

K>|  \a.n  II  y:w;,'  ii^tlciik  diiluilll  aL  axe 

•JY.,.-  I;l-a',  &..  CL*vr.*K.  vl.  Cnf,  H<.noT;i. 

Tcfia  fil5  nxt  to  I  in;,  viihd  iiid  tlotthtd  wiih  a  long  rt-Lc  ;  her  batk  lt;.ns  af,  air  ft  a 
Toui.d  pillar,  with  aj^kLe  eii  li.t  t<p,  ai.t.  uidor  her  the  altar,  liiiiuiiig  viih  tttii.al  li»e, 

•  Inn  »    I   J  T  ^i--^ 

»   Hr-iflcy.  ^nIilBn!t.l.^^.r!,p  246       AnlaiVfiB,  *ol.  H.  i,?.  9P,  wl.  iii,  JJ4. 

5  "ii.is  iiifcjii-uu..  i.L(.m,w<.(:in.i;.ihv  Itkriio,  Mr.  U.^s'' Ci.ic'4  aicodni,  awl  the  prim  by  Mr  Wil- 
lUim  ^.tiflftu.  ' 
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Ceres  ftands  next,  with  her  hair  turned  up,  and  tied  behind  ;  ofer  her  foreh?nd  a 
leaf,  an  embieiii  of  vegetation,  and  in  one  hand  a  blunted  fpear.  Her  roNe  and  alti- 
tude are  elegant.  'Ihe  other  halid  piiiius  to  her  neck,  and  paffes  throu;^h  a  pendent 
fillet,  hanging  below  her  breii'l.  B^n 'ath  her  feet,  and  that  of  the  fucceeding 
%ure,  are  t*o  ears,  perhaps;  of  corn,  but  fo  ill  axeci.led  aa  to  leave  the  matter  in 
doubt. 

Minerva  is  placed  with  her  back  io  Ceres.  Iler  fipnre  is  by  no  means  equivocal :  her 
helmet  fpar,  Ihield,  and  the  head  of  Medulii  on  her  brea'l,  fufficier.tl)-  niiirk  the  god- 
dels.  Her  n);ht  hand  is  lifted  up,  as  if  pointing  to  another  figure,  that  of  Dijna, 
dreflVd  and  anne.i  for  ihe  chace.  Her  lower  garment  is  Ihort,  not  reaching  to  her 
kne'- ;  over  that  flmvs  a  nianile,  falling  to  the  middle  of  her  kgs,  and  hanging  gracefully 
■over  one  arm.     Her  I  gs  dreffed  111  bulkins  : 

Cum  Itquliur  furni,  furtior  ijiCa  ftras. 

One  hand  extends  her  bow  towarils-  Minerva,  the  other  holds  an  arrow  ;  between  thent 
is  a  tree  branching  over  btJth  of  them,  wiih  feveral  birds  perched  on  it ;  among  them 
that  of  Ji)ve,  itii median.' I y  over  the  hL.'ad  of  Minerva,  perhaps  to  mark  her  as  the 
daughier  of  that  deity.  On  the  fide  next  10  Diana  is  an  altar,  with  a  fmall  globular 
body  on  it ;  probably  as  my  learn^rd  antiquary  imagines,  y(iff/H/nfl«_,'(?r«,  tiif/U  et  otes. 
One  leg  of  that  goddefs  is  placed  over  a  rock,  on  whofc  fide  is  ;ji  urn,  with, a  coJ 
pious  Itream  flowing  from  it.  '1  he  rock  and  tree  recal  into  Mr.  Gale's  mind,  the  ad- 
drefs  of  Horace,  to  the  lame  deity  : 
Montium  cull 


Between  the  rock  and  the  altar  of  eternal  fire  is  a  greyhound,  looking  up  to  her, 
and  a  d<  ad  deer  ;  both  belougin^  lo  ih's  goddefs  of  the  chace. 

Mr.  Gale  imagines  it  to  have  been  one  or  the  lances,  or  facrificiiig  plaites,  fo  often 
mentioned  by  Virgil,  on  which  were  placed  the  Idler  victims : 

Cona  fcrunt,  cumuidiitiiiic  oiicraM«.Uiic!bu4  aras> 

■Continue  our  ride  by  the  fide  of  the  Tyne.  Reach  Bywell,  a  fniall  village,  feated 
in  a  manor  nf  (he  fame  name,  which  Guy  de  Baliol  was  inverted  with  by  William  Ru- 
fus  •,  and  which  Hugh  de  Baiiol  held  afterwards  by  the  fervice  of  fivt  knights'  fees, 
and  finding  thirty  folui^Ts  for  the  defence  of  NewcalUe  upon  lyne,  ai* his  anceilors  had 
done  Irom  their  fiKt  poflcllion  t« 

Near  the  village  is  a  h^ndfome  modern  houfe,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Fenwick.  A  Hitle  far-- 
thcr  is  a  fquiire  tower,  built  bv  iheNevils-,  fucctnbrs  to  the  Baliols,  which  was  forfeited 
by  ihe  rebtllion  of  (he  Earl  oi  ■Wellinoieland,  in  the  reign  of  (^uecn  ilizabeih.  At 
that  time  it  was  noted  for  a  manufaciure  of  t.iis,  llirrups,  and  buckles,  for  the  uleof  the 
borderers,  nt  the  fame  lime,  fuch  wi.s  ihe  unhappy  iituation  of  the  place,  that  the  in-, 
habitiints,  through  (ear  of  ihe  thieves  of  Tynedale,  were  obliged  »i<;hlly,  in  fuinmer 
as  well  ah  winter,  id  bring  their  cade  and  flieep  into  the  ftreet,  and  10  keep  watch  at 
the  end  ;  and  wnt  n  the  eneinv  approached,  to  make  hue-and-ciy  to  rouze  the  peopW 
to  fave  their  property  \.  As  this  wns  a  dangerous  county  10  travel  through,  the  te- 
nants of  every  manor  were  bound  to  guard  ihe  judge  through  the  precini-ls,  but  no 
farther.  Lord  chief  juitice  Nonh  deJcribcs  his  atitndants  uith  long  beiifds,  Ihort  cloaks, 

•  Dugddlc't  BacuD.  i.  jij,    '  f  Bluunl's  Ancieot  T«imrc»,  14.  %  Wallit,  ti.  14!. 
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lonK  balbet-hSted  broad  fwords,  hanging  from  broad  bdti,  and  mounted  on  Vtde  hories, 
fo  that  their  legs  md  (vmedt  touch^  the  ^und  at  erery  turning.  His  IimlAip  alfo 
iuforiDs  us,  that  the  flieriff'  preTeoted  his  train  with  arms,  i.  e.  a  dagger,  knife,  penkmSi, 
and  fork,  all  together  *. 

A  Uttle  beyond  Bywell  are  the  piers  of  an  old  bridge.  I  have  been  informed  that 
DTorkmen  have  remarked,  that  thefe  pers  never  had  any  fpring  of  arches,  the  fuper- 
~  Aru3ure  therefore  muft  have  been  of  wood.  Two  or  three  miles  farther  is  the  village 
of  Ofingham,  in-  which  was  a  cell  of  three  black  canons  t,  belonging  to  the  monaftery 
«f  Hexham,  founded  by  Umfranvil,  baron  of  Prudhow,  the  ruins  of  whofe  cafUe  make 
a  fine  objeft  on  the  opporite  bank  of  the  river,  lliis  femily  came  into  England  with 
the  Conqueror,  who  beOowedon  Robert  with  the  Beard  the  lordihip  of  Riddefdale,  to 
be  held  for  ever  by  the  fervice  of  defending  the  country  againft  thieves  and  wolves  with 
the  fame  fword  with  which  William  entered  Northumberland  J,  and  the  barony  of 
Prudhow,  by  the  fervice  of  two  knights  fees  and  a  half.  Odonel  de  Umfranvil,  in  1 1 74, 
Supported  in  this  caflle  a  fiege  againft  WiKiam  I.  of  Scotland,  who  was  obliged  to  retire 
Irom  before  the  place,  but  probably  not  without  damaging  the  caftle  ;  for  we  find  this 
lame  Odonel  accufed  of  opprdTmft  and  plundering  his  neighbours  in  order  to  repair 
the  Toof.  It  continued  in  the  hmi\y  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  on  the  death  of 
the  laft  it  fell  by  entail  to  the  S  Tailboys,  a  ffaort-lived  race ;  (or  on  the  execution  of 
^  William,  after  the  battle  of  Hexham,  it  became  forfeited  to  the  crown.  The  Duke 
of  Northumberland  is  the  prefent  owner;  his  right  is  derived  from  the  Percies,  who 
poflfefled  it  for  fome  ages  (admitting  a  few  interruptions  from  attainders,  to  which  the 
name  was  fubjed),  but  from  which  they  had  the  merit  of  emer^ng  with  fingular 
honour. 

Ride  for  fome  miles  along  the  raiUroads,  in  which  the  coal  is  conveyed  over  to  the 
river,  and  pafs  by  numbers  of  coal-pits.  I1ie  whole  Poad  from  Corbridge  is  the  moft 
beautiful  imaginable,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  runs  through  a  narrow  vale,  ia- 
clofed  and  highly  cultivated.  In  fome  parts  the  borders  are  compofed  of  meadows  or 
com  fields,  flanked  by  flopes  covered  with  wood.  In  others  the  banks  rife  fuddenly 
above  the  water,  cloathed  with  hanging  groves.  The  country  is  very  populous,  and 
feveral  pretty  feats  embellilh  the  profpeas :  the  back  view  to  the  fouth  foon  alters  to 
"barren  and  black  moors,  which  extend  far  into  Durham,  and  are,  as  I  am  informed, 
almoft  pathlefs. 

Reach  Newbum,  a  place  of  note  precedmg  the  conqueft.  In  thefe  parts  prefided 
Copli,  created  by  William  Earl  of  Northumberland,  after  expelling  Ofulf,  a  governor, 
fubftituted  by  Morcar,  the  preceding  Earl.  Ofulf  being  defeated,  and  forced  into 
woods  and  deferted,  gathered  new  forces,  obliged  Copfi  to  take  refuge  in  the  church, 
n4iich  he  fet  on  fire,  ^zed  him  as  he  ffiunned  the  flames,  and  cut  off  his  head  ||. 

In  the  laft  century  this  village  was  infamous  for  the  defeat  of  the  EngliOi,  in  1640, 
by  the  Scots,  who  paffed  through  the  deep  river  in  the  face  of  our  army,  drawn  on  the 
~  oppofite  bank  ready  to  recnve  them.  A  panic  feized  our  forces  and  their  commander ; 
with  this  difference,  the  troops  were  afliamed  of  their  flight,  and  wifhed  to  repair  their 
difgrace,  and  to  revenge  it  on  a  foe  that  hardly  credited  its  own  fuccefs ;  but  the  timid 
general,  uninfluenced  by  the  ^me  fenfe  of  honour,  never  afterwards  turned  his  face  to 
«he  enemy  ^. 


*  Life  of  Lon)  Kcqwr  Guildford,  Ijp,  140.  f  Tanner'*  Motiaft.  394. 

%  Dogdale*!  Baron.  i.C04.  '"'  "  ""         "  -•■■ 

f  ChnRdoD,  i.  144.    WhitdKk,  jj. 
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At  this  place  quit  the  river,  and  after  afcending  a  bank,  reach  the  fine  road  that  ex- 
tends from  Carlifle  to  Newcaftle,  almofl:  following  the  courfe  of  the  wall. 

At  a  mile's  diftance  from  NewcaRle  pafs  over  the  fite  of  Condercum,  the  modem 
Benwel,  where  feveral  infcriptions  have  been  found,  preferved  in  Horfely.  The  moft 
remarkable  is  th6  altar,  dedicated  to  JupiterDolichenus,  who  is  fuppofed  by  antiquaries 
to  prefide  over  iron-mines  '.  Oppofite  to  this  place  the  Derwent  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  Tyne. 

Reach  Newcaftle,  a  vaft  town,  feated  on  the  fteep  banks  of  the  coaly  Tyne^  the  Vedra 
of  Ptolemy,  joined  by  the  bridge  to  Gatelheadj  in  Durham,  and  appears  as  part  of  it. 
■  The  lower  itreets  and  chares,  or  alleys,  are  extremely  narrow,  dirty,  and  in  general 
ill-built;  confiding  often  of  bftw-houfes,  malt-houfes,  granaries,  warehoufes,  and  cel- 
lars. The  keelmen  chiefly  inhabit  the  fuburb  of  Sandgate  and  the  North-fliore,  a  mu- 
tinous race,  for  which  reafon  the  town  is  always  garrifoned.  In  the  upper  part  are 
feveral  handfome  llreets. 

The  origin  of  this  place  is  evidently  Roman,  like  that  of  many  of  our  great  towns 
and  cities.  This  was  the  Pons  ^lii,  a  ftation  on  the  line  of  the  wall,  where  the  Ro- 
mans  had  a  bridge  to  the  oppofite  fliore.  No  altars  or  infcriptions  are  extant  to  prove 
the  name  ;  a  great  and  populous  town  has  covered  the  ancient  fite,  and  deftroyed  or 
abforbed  into  it  every  veftige  of  antiquity.  Some  part  of  the  wall,  which  paffed  through 
the  fpace  now  occupied  by  the  prefent  buildings  niuft  be  excepted  j  .for  workmen  have 
in  the  courfe  of  digging  the  foundations  of  new  houfes,  ftruck  on  parts  of  it.  There 
"is  alfo  (hewn  at  Pandon  gate  the  remains  of  one  of  the  ancient  mural  towers ;  and  at  the 
Carpenter's  tower  was  another.  As  old  as  Pandon  gate,  is  a  common  proverb  in  thefe 
parts,  which  fhews  its  reputed  antiquity.  The  wall  had  pafTed  from  the  wefl:,  through 
the  Vicarage  gardens,  the  Groat  market,  the  north  part  of  St.  Nicholas's  church,  and 
from  thence  to  Pandon  gate. 

After  the  Romans  had  deferted  this  ifland,  it  is  not  probable  that  this  flation  fhould 
be  entirely  defolated  ;  but  we  know  nothing  relating  to  it  from  that  period,  for  fome 
centuries  from  that  great  event,  befides  a  bare  name,  Monk-chefter }  which  fheWs  that 
it  was  poffefied  by  the  Saxons,  and  noted  for  being  the  habitadon  of  religious  me.i, 
Thefe  proved  the  viSims  to  the  impious  barbarity  of  fome  unknown  enemy,  who  ex- 
tirpated throughout  thefe  parts  every  houfe  of  devotion.  In  all  Northumberland  there 
was  not  a  monaftery  j  fo  that  in  1 074,  when  Aldwin,  Alfvin,  and  Remfrid  t,  made  their  - 
holy  vifttation  to  this  place,  they  fcarcely  difcovered  even  a  church  (landing,  and  not  a 
trace  of  the  congenial  pietills  they  expeded  to  find.  Their  deftru^ion  mull  have  been 
early  ;  for  the  venerable  Bede,  who  died  in  735,  takes  no  notice  of  the  place,  though  ' 
he  mentions  Jarrow  {,  a  convent,  on  the  fouthem  fide  of  the  Tyne,  not  remote  fn  m- 
it.  The  ruin  therefore  of  the  place  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  Danes,  whofe  firit  ti:- 
vafion  did  not  take  place  till  after  the  death  of  that  hilloriali. 

It  continued  an  inhabited  place  in  the  year  1080,  when  Robert  Courthofe,  fon  to  " 
William  the  Conqueror,  returning  from  his  expedition  againd  Scotland,  halted  here 
with  his  army,  and  then  built  the  prefent  tower,' that  goes  by  his  name ;  and  ctiangi^d 
at  the  fame  time  that  of  Monk«che(ler  into  Newcaille,  whether  from  the  noveltv  of  the 
building,  or  in  oppofition  to  fome  ancient  fortrefs,  the  work  of  the  Romans  or  Saxons, 
is  not  certain.  From  this  time  m^y  be  dated  the  importance  of  the  place ;  (cr  the  ad- 
Tantage  of  living  in  this  border  country,  under  the  fecurity  oi  a  fortreis,  foon  caufed  a 

•  HorfelriiOQ.  +  HoUinfted,  ili.  p.  11. 

t  Hill.  £ccl.  lib.  V.  c.  31.  p.  aio.  Vita  CudbcTfli,  c,  35.  p.t54. 
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refort  of  people.  If  it  is  true  that  David  T.  (who  waGpoffefledof  itasEarlofNorthnm- 
berland)  founded  here  two  monafteries  and  a  nunnery  •,  it  was  a  place  of  note  before 
the  year  11531  the  time  of  that  prince's  death. 

The  walls  of  Newcaftle  are  pretty  entire,  with  ramparts  of  canh  within,  and  a  fofe 
without.  Leland  f  informs  us,  that  they  were  begun  in  the  reign  of  Edward  [.,  and 
completed  in  that  of  Edward  III.  He  afcribes  the  origin  to  the  misfortune  of  aTJch 
citizen,  who  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Scots  out  of  the  middle  of  the  town.  On  his 
redemption,  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  for  the  future  a  fimilar  difafter ;  for  he  imme- 
diately began  to  fecure  his  native  place  by  a  wail ;  and,  by  his  example,  the  reft  of  the 
merchants  promoted  the  work  ;  and  it  appears  that  in  1 9  Edward  I.  they  obtained  thi 
royal  licence  for  fo  falutary  an  end  J.  The  circuit  of  the  walls  are  rather  more  than 
two  miles  ;  but  at  prefenl  there  are  very  confiderable  buildings  on  their  ouifides.  AH 
the  principal  towers  are  round  :  thef-e  are  generally  two  machecollated  towers  between 
every  two,  which  projeft  a  little  over  the  wall. 

Robert's  tower  was  of  great  flrength,  fquare,  and  furrounded  with  two  walls  ;  the 
height  eighty-two  feet ;  the  fquare  on  the  outfide  fixtytwo  by  fifty-four;  the  walls 
thirteen  feet  thick,  with  galleries  gained  out  of  them  :  within  was  a  chapel.  Not  long 
after  the  building  it  was  befieged,  on  the  rebellion  of  Robert  Mowbray  againfl  William 
Rufus§,  and  taken.  The  town  was  taken  by  treachery  by  the  Scots  in  1 135,  or  the 
firft  year  of  King  Stephen,  nor  was  it  reftored  to  the  Englilh  before  1 156,  when,  at 
Cheiieri  Malcolm  IV.  ceded  to  Henry  II.  the  three  northern  counties.  From  that  time 
neither  callle  nor  town  underwent  any  fiegc,  till  the  memorable  one  in  1644,  when, 
after  a  leaguer  of  two  months,  it  was  takefn  by  ftorm  by  the  Scots,  under  the  Earls  of 
Callendar  and  Leven. 

There  were  feven  gates  to  the  city  :  that  of  Pandon,  or  Panipedon,  is  moft  remark- 
able,  leading  to  the  old  town  of  that  name,  united  to  Njwcaftle  in  1299.  It  isfaid  that 
the  Kings  ot  Northumberland  had  a  palace  here,  and  that  the  houfe  was  called  Pandon- 
hall||. 

This  town  was  frequently  the  rendezvous  of  the  Engllfh  barons,  when  fommoned  oh 
any  expedition  agaiult  Scotland ;  and  this  was  alfo  the  place  of  interview  between  the 
raonarchs  of  each  kingdom  for  the  adjufting  of  treaties.  The  Kings  of  England  refidefl 
at  the  Side,  an  appendage  to  the  caftle,  fmce  called  Lumley-place,  being  afterwards  the 
habitation  of  the  Lords  Lumlies.  The  kings  and  nobility  of  Scotland  refided  at  the 
Scotch  inn  ;  the  Earb  of  Northumberland  at  a  great  houfe  of  the  fame  name ;  and  the 
Nevils  had  another,  ftyled  Weftmoreland  place. 

The  religious  houfes  were  numerous :  the  moft  ancient  was  a  nunnery,  cootemporary 
with  the  conqueft  ^,  to  which  Agas,  mother  to  Margaret  Queen  of  Scotland,  and  Chrif- 
tian  her  fifter,  retired  after  the  death  of  Malcolm,  at  Alnwick  ••.  Near  the  diffolution, 
here  were  ten  nuns  of  the  Benedictine  order,  whofe  revenues  amounted  b~ut  to  thirty- 
fix  pounds  per  annum. 

Poor  as  ihefe  fifters  were,  they  were  more  opulent  than  the  Carmelites,  or  white 
friars,  founded  here  by  Edward  I.,  whofe  income  amounted  but  to  nine  pounds  eleven 
and  four-pence,  to  fupport  a  prior,  Teven  friars,  and  two  novices  found  there  at  (he 
Reformation  tt< 

•  Tanner,  391,  Kerth.         f  Lel»nd'»  Itiofrery,  ».  MS.  $  Gardner's  Eiglilh  Griewnce*,  c.  I'v. 

i  Bourne,  iio.  I  lb.  I3^,  i}8.  ^  T»DDer,  391.  ••  JLeUad'^CuUeft.  ii.  5  ji. 

i  t  Bourne  48. 
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In  the  clofe  of  this  houfe  was  a  fraternity,  ftyled  the  brethren  of  the  penance  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  or  the  brethren  of- the  fack,  to  whom  Henry  111.  gave  the  place  called 
the  Calgarth. 

The  Dominicans  had  a-  houfe  founded  by  Sir  Peter  Scot,  firft  mayor  of  KewcaOIe, 
and  hisfon,  about  the  middle  of  the  13th  century.  At  the  diflblution'here  were  9  prior 
and  twelve  friars.     The  remains  of  this  houfe  are  engraven  by  Mr.  Grofe. 

The  Francifcans,  or  grey  friars,  had  an  eflabliftiment  here,  founded  by  the  family 
of  the  Carliois  in  the  time  of  Henry  HI.  In  this  place  Charles  I.  was  confined  after  he 
had  put  himfelf  into  the  h!(nds  of  his  Scotch  fubjefls :  part  is  (lill  remainuig,  and  with 
fome  additional  building,  the  relidence  of  Sir  Walter  Blacker.  The  famous  Duns  Sco- 
tus,  the  Doftor  Subtilis,  was  of  this  houfe.  He  died  of  an  apoplexy,  was  too  fuddenly 
buried,  and  coming  to  Hfe  in  his  tomb,  daftied  out  his  brains  in  the  lad  ftruggle. 

The  monaftery  of  Auguftines  was  founded  here  by  a  Lord  Rofs  of  Werk,  m  the  reign 
of  Edward  I. 

When  the  grievous  diftemper  of  theleprofy  raged  in  thefe  kingdoms  the  piety  of  our- 
aTiceftors  ei"e£ied  afyla  for  thofe  poor  wretches  who  were  driven  from  the  fociety  of 
mankind.  Henry  I.  founded  an  hofpital  here  for  their  reception  ;  and  fixed  a  mafter, 
brethren,  and  fiflers ;  but  when  this  difeafe  abated,  the  houfe  was  appointed  for  the 
poor  vifited  with  the  peftilence  ;  a  fcourge  that  heaven  in  its  favour  has  freed  us  from.. 
Here  were  befides  four  other  hofpitals,  founded  for  the  pious  purpofes  of  redeeming 
the  captive,  for  the  reception  of  pilgrims  or  travelers,  for  the  relief  of  diftrefled  clergy, 
or  the  interring  of  the  poor.  Each  of  thefe  in  general  the  eftablifliment  of  individuals : 
ourprefent  foundations  the  united  charity  of  the  mites  of  multitudes.  How  unequal* 
are  the  merits ! 

But  the  more  modem  charities  in  this  town  are  very  confiderable :  firft,  the  general 
infirmary  for  the  fick  of  the  counties  of  Durham,  Northumberland,  and  Newcaftle, 
which,  from  its  inftitution  to  1771,  has  difcharged,  cured,  about  thirteen  thoufand 
patients.  The  fecond  is  the  lying-in  hofpital,  for  married  women ;  and  another  charity 
for  the  fupport  of  thofe  who  lie-in  at  their  own  houfes.  Thirdly,  a  public  hofpital,  for 
the  reception  of  lunatics.  Fourthly,  the  keelmen's  hofpital,  a  fquare  building,  with 
clpifters,  founded  in  1702  by  the  poor  keelmen,  who  allowed  a  penny  per  tide  for  that 
purpofe.  Befides  thefe  are  numbers  of  charity-fchools,  and  hofpitals  for  the  reception 
of  the  aged  of  both  fexes. 

The  tofrer  of  St.  Nicholas's  church  is  very  juftly  the  boaft  of  the  inhabitants.  Its 
height  is  a  hundred  and  ninety-four  feet ;  round  the  top  are  feveral  moft  elegant  pin- 
nacles, from  whofe  bafe  fpring  feveral  very  neat  arches,  that  fupport  the  lanthom,  an 
open  edifice,  ornamented  with  other  pinnacles  of  uncommon  lightnefs.  The  church 
was  originally  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  The  tower,  built  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VI,  by  Robert  Rhodes ;  and  on  the  bottom  of  the  belfry  is  an  entreaty  to  pray  for  the 
foul  of  the  founder. 

The  exchange  contains  variety  of  apartments,  and  alfo  the  courts  of  juftice  for  the 
town.     The  front  towards  the  river  is  enriched  with  two  feries  of  columns,  and  is  of  , 
the  architcdure  of  th,e  period  of  James  I,     The  builder,  Robert  Trollop,  is  buried  op- 
pofile  to  it  in  tlie  church-yard  of  Gatefhead.     His  ftatue  pointing  towards  the  exchange 
flood  formerly  over  his  grave,  with  thefe  lines  under  his  feet : 

Herf  lies  Robeit  Trollop, 
Who  made  yon  Itnnes  niU-iip, 
Whin  dedtli  look  hisfottl-up, 
11':^  bodjfiliedthii  hole-up. 

3  s  a  ,  "  ,  Newcaftle. 
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Newcallle  is' divided  into  four  parithes,  with  two  chapels  *,  and  about  a  dozen  meeir 
ing-houfesa  and  is  a  county  containing  a  fmatl  dtltrid  of  ten  miles  circuit ;  a  privilege 
beftowed  on  it  by  Henry  IV.,  rendering  it  independent  of  Northumberland.  L  fint 
fent  members  to  pailiament  in  the  reign  of  EJward  1.  f,  and  was  alfo  honoured  with 
the  fword  of  (late.  It  is  a  corporation,  governed  by  a  mayor,  (heriff,  and  twelve  alder- 
men. Their  revenues  are  confiderable.  An  annual  allowance  is  made  to  the  mayor  of 
a  thouland  pounds,  befides  a  coach,  fumi(hed  manfion'houfe,  and  fervants :  he  has  alfo 
extra  allowances  for  entertaining  the  judges  on  their  drcuit,  who  lodge  at  the  mayor's 
houfe.  The  (heriff  has  alfo  a  handfome  allowance  for  a  public  table.  The  receipts  of 
the  corporation  in  Odober  1774  were  20360I.  9s.  8d. }  the  difburfements  19,4451.  It 
is  reckoned  that  between  this  town  and  Gatefhead  there  are  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants, 
exclufive  of  thofe  who  live  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  adjacent  to  thofe  places  {■  The 
exports  are  very  confiderable,  confining  of  coals,  lead,  glafs,  fait,  bacon,  fatmon,  and 
grinding-fiones.  Here  are  not  fewer  than  fixteen  glafs-houfes,  three  fugar-houfes, 
great  manutadures  of  fleel  and  iron,  befides  thofe  of  wrought  iron  at  Swalwell,  three 
miles  up  the  river:  alfo  another  of  broad  and  narrow  woollen  cloth,  which  is  carried 
on  with  great  fuccefs,  and  not  fuwer  than  thirty  thoufand  firkins  of  butter  are  annually 
fent  abroad  ;  and  of  tallow,  forty  thoufand  hundreds. 

The  great  export  of  this  place  is  coal,  for  which  it  has  been  noted  for  fome  centuries. 
It  is  not  exadly  known  at  what  time  that  fpedes  of  fuel  was  firll  dug :  it  is  probable 
that  it  was  not  very  early  in  goierat  ufe.  That  the  Romans  fometimes  made  ufe  of  it 
appears  in  our-former  volume ;  but  fince  wood  was  the  fuel  of  their  own  country,  and 
^riuin  was  over-run  with  (orells,  it  was  not  likely  that  they  would  pierce  into  the  bowels 
of  th^  earth  for  a  tefs  grateful  kind.  But  it  was  exported  to  foreign  parts  long  before 
it  was  in  ufe  in  London ;  for  London  Ukewife  had  its  neighbouring  forefts.  We  find 
tbat  in  1234  Henry  III.  confirms  to  the  good  people  of  Newcafile  the  charter  of  his 
Either,  King  John,  granting  them  the  privilege  of  digging  coals  in  the  Cafite>moor,  and 
.  converting  them  to  their  own  profit,  in  aid  of  their  fee-farm  rent  of  a  hundred  a  year  §j 
"which  moor  was  afterwards  granted  to  them  in  property  by  Edward  IlL  The  time  of 
the  firft  exportation  of  coals  to  London  does  not  appear.  In  1307,  35  Edward  L, 
they  were  confidcred  in  the  capital  as  a  nuifance ;  for  on  the  repeated  complaints  of 
prelates,  nobles,  commons  of  parliament,  and  inhabitants  of  London,  againft  the  flench 
and  fmoke  of  coals  ufed  by  brewers,  dyers,  and  other  artificers,  the  King  ifiiied  out 
his  proclamation  againd:  the  ufe  of  tbem ;  which  being  difregarded,  a  commiffion  of 
oyer  and  terminer  was  iffued  to  punilh  the  difobedient  with  fines  for  the  firft  offence, 
and  for  the  fecond,  by  the  deftru£lion  of  their  furnaces  ||.  In  1379  we  find  that  their 
ufe  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  their  confumption  made  beneficial  to  the  Oate ;  for  in 
that  year  a  duty  of  fixpence  per  ton  each  quarter  of  a  year  was  impofed  on  fhips  coming 
from  New-caftle^.  In  1421  the  trade  became  fo  important  as  to  engage  the  regula- 
tions of  government,  and  orders  were  given  about  the  lengths  of  the  keels,  fo  that  the 
quantity  of  coal  might  be  afcertained.  From  that  period  the  commerce  advanced  con- 
tinually.   The  prefent  fiate  may  be  collected  from  the  following  viewof  the  Ihippiag : 

*  If  Galeflietd  it  inclDded,  five  parifties  and  four  chapeh.         |  Willie,  iti.  gj      J  HuUon's  Map,  1 773, 
5  Andcrfon'sHill  of  Commerce  i.in   188.     Henrj- III  ,  amongoilwr  privileges,  granUf)  by  charter 

to  the  merchaots  of  Newcaftle  and  their  heirs,  that  no  Jew  fliould  Aay  or  dwell  in  their  town.     Madox, 

Hift.  Exch  vol  i.  edition  ij-'^,  p-  339- 
II  Staw'l  Cbron.  109.    PrynDC  on  Coke's  loftitute,  iSa.  %  Fadera,  vii.  110. 
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penmant's  secoho  Toch  rw  bcotlano.  for 

STiips.  Tons.  Chaldr.  coals.  Cwt.  lead. 

$5^5  6^0,090  330,200  123,170    coaft  tratfe. 

■363  49»ii4  21,690  3c»o64     foreign  parts. 

Tot.  3948  "38,:i4  35».890  >53>434' 

There  are  about  twenty-four  confiderable  collieries,  which  lie  at  different  diftanccy,. 
from  five  to  eighteen  miles  from  the  river.  The  coal  ie  brought  down  in  waggons 
along  rail  n-a  Is,  and  difcharged  from  certain  covered  places  called  Staiths,  built  at  the 
edge  of  the  water,  into  the  keels  or  boats,  which  liave  the  advantage  of  the  tide  Sowing 
five  or  fix  miles  above  the  town. 

Thefe  boats  areflrong,  clurafy,and  oval,  and  carry  twenty  tons a-piece.  About  four 
hundred  and  nfty  are  conflantly  employed :  they  are  fometimes  navigated  with  a  fquare 
fail,  but  generally  by  two  very  large  oars:  one  on  the  fide,  plied  by  a  man  and  a  boy  ; 
the  other  at  the  ftem,  by  a  fingle  man,  ferving  both  as  oar  and  rudder.  Moft  of  thefe 
keels  go  down  to  Shields,  a  port  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  about  ten  miles  from 
NewcMle,  ft  here  the  large  ftiips  lie ;  for  none  exceeding  between  three  and  tour  hun- 
dred tons  can  come  up  as  high  as  the  town.  I  mult  not  omit  that  the  imports  of  this 
place  are  very  confiderable.    It  appears  that,  in  1 77 1  > 

810  fhips,  caiTylng  77,880  tons,  from  foreign  parts. 
140  18,650  coafting  trade. 

95«  96,530 

were  entered  at  this  port;  and  that  the  cuftoms  forcoal  amount  to  41,000!.  per  annum, 
befidesthe  15,000!.  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at. one  Hulling  per  chaldron  on  all 
fent  coadways. 

Leave  Newcaflle,and  crofe  the  Tyne  in  the  ferry-boat.  Midway  have  a  full  view  of 
the  ruins  of  the  bridge,  and  of  the  deftru£lion  made  by  the  dreadful  flood  of  November 
1771,  which  bore  down  four  arches,  and  twenty-twohoufes,  with  fix  of  the  inhabitants: 
one  of  the  houfes  remained  for  a  time  fufpended  over  the  water ;  the  Airieks  of  the 
devoted  inmates  were  for  a  long  fpace  heant,  without  the  pofiibility  of  affording  them 
relief. 

This  bridge  was  of  ftone,  and  had  flood  above  five  hundred  yeart.  It  confided  firll 
of  twelve  arches,  but  by  the  contraOion  of  the  river  by  the  quays  on  the  northern  fide, 
was  reduced  to  nine.  The  houfes  on  the  bridge  were  generally  built  at  diftances  from 
each  other.  About  the  middle  was  a  handfome  tower,  with  an  iron  gate,  ufed  by  the 
corporation  for  a  temporary  prifon.  At  the  fouth  end  was  (formerly)  another  tower, 
and  a  draw'bridge. 

By  the  ancient  name  of  the  ftation  on  the  northern  bank.  Pons  ^l!i,  it  is  evident 
that  there  had  been  a  bridge  here  in  the  time  of  the  Romans ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  Aill  vediges  of  a  road  pointing  direflty  to  it  from  Chefler-Ie-ftreet.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  part  of  the  Roman  bridge  remained  there  till  very  lately ;  for, 
from  the  obfervation  of  workmen  upon  the  old  piers,  thofe,  as  well  as  the  piers  of  the 
bridge  at  Bywell,  feem  originally  to  have  been  formed  without  any  fprings  for  arches. 
This  was  a  manner  of  building  ufed  by  the  Romans ;  witnefs  the  bridge  built  over  the 
Danube  by  Trajan  f,  at  Severin,  twenty  Hungarian  miles  from  Belgrade,  whofe  piers  X 

*  Hutlon'*  Map,  1771.  t  Brown*!  TnvtU,  5.    MouAracos,  Antiq.  if.  part  a.  p.  185.  tab.  cxr. 

Brown,  by  miftake,  atuibalct  it  to  Adrian. 

be&ye 
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believe  ftill  exill*.  Adrian  was  probably  the  founderof  the  bridge  at  Newcaftle,  which 
was  called  after  his  family  name  Pons  JE\n,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Jerufalem  was  flyled 
^lia  Capitolina,  and  the  games  he  inllituted  at  ISncum,  in  Mcefia,  ^liana  Pincenfia. 
The  coins  difcovered  on  pulling  down  fome  of  the  piers,  in  1774,  confirm  my  opinion. 
Several  were  difcovered,  but  only  three  or  four  refcued  from  the  hands  of  the  workmen. 
All  of  them  are  coins  pofterior  to  the  time  of  Adrian,  probably  depofited  there  in  fome 
later  repairs.  One  is  a  beautiful  Fauftina  theelder,  after  her  deification :  her  forehead , 
is  bound  with  a  fmall  tiara ;  her  hair  full,  twilled,  and  dreffed  a  la  moderns  ;  round  is 
infcribed  **  Diva  Fauftina."  On  the  reverfe  is  Ceres,  with  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and 
ears  of -corn  in  the  other  :  the  infcription,  *'  Augufta,  S.  C." 

The  next  has  the  laureated  head  of  Antoninus  Pius.  On  the  reverfe,  Apollo,  with 
a  patera  in  one  hand,  a  pleflrutn  in  the  other ;  the  legend  fo  much  defaced  as  to  be 
illegible. 

The  third  is  of  Lucius  Verus  (like  that  of  Fauftina,  a'fter  confecralion).  On  the  re- 
verfe is  a  magnificent  funeral  pile,  and  the  word,  *'  Ctinfecratio,  S.  C." 

The  original  fuperftrufture  of  this  bridge  was  probably  of  wood,  like  that  over  the 
Danube^  and  continued,  made  with  the  fame  material,  tor  feveral  centuries.  Notice 
is  taisen  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  when  Philip  PoiflJers,  bifhop  of  Durham,  gave 
licence  to  the  burgeffes  of  Gateftiead  to  give  wood  to  whomfoever  they  pleafed,  to  be 
fpent  about  the  river  Tyne ;  which  is  fuppofed  to  mean  in  the  repairs  of  the  bridge  and 
<]uay  on  the  part  belonging  to  Durham  }  for  one  third  belongs  lo  the  bilhop,  and  two 
to  the  town :  fo  that,  after  it  was  deftroyed  in  1.248  by  a  furious  fire,  the  bifhnp  and 
the  town  united  in  the  expence  of  building  the  ftone  bridge,  of  which  this  calamity  was 
the  origin.  The  prelate  (Walter  Kirkham)  had  the  advantage  in  this  ;  for,  armed 
with  fpiritual  powers,  he  ilTued  out  indulgencies  from  all  penances  to  every  one  that 
would  a^ift  either  with  money  or  labour.  The  town  alio  applied  to  other  bilhops  for 
.their  afliftance  in  promoting  fogood  a  work;  and  they,  in  confequence,  granted  their 
indulgendes  :  but  theft  the  clergy  of  the  north  were  direfted  by  their  archdeacon,  to' 
prefer  the  indulgencies  of  their  own  prelate  to  any  other.  In  the  end  both  parties  fuc* 
ceeded,  and  the  money  raifed  was  given  to  Laureniius,  mafter  of  the  bridge. 

The  boundaries  of  the  bridge  were  flriflly  preferved.  Edward  III.  bywrit,i334, 
forbids  the  mayor  and  fherifls  of  Newcaftle  to  fufl^er  their  fliips  to  lie  on  the  foutnem 
fide.  And  feveral  other  proofs  may  be  brought  of  the  ftrift  obfervance  of  thefe  rights 
of  the  bilhop.    By  the  calamity  of  November  17th,  1771,  this  part  of  the  bridge  was, 

•  Seven'n  ii  a  ruined  place,  a  few  mMea  above  the  remains  of  Trajan'rbn'dge,  which  are  Hill  exifting 
about  five^nglifh  milei  btlow  Ocmirkapi,  or  the  Iron  Gate.  This  11  a  narrow  palTage  in  the  Danube.  A ' 
quarter  of  an  hou;-'t  walk  from  thefe  rentnins  ii  an  old  ruined  caftle  on  the  northern  Ihorc  ;  and  the  next 
place  below  it  ii>  called  Tchcrni-grad,  or  Mauro-caftro.  Count  Marfigl!.  Topogr.  Danub.  torn.  ii.p.  12. 
t.  s.  mentions,  that  the  river  at  the  place  if.not  quite  looo  yaids  nidc,  and  that  the  piers  can  be  feCQ  at 
low  water  only  [  the  diftanccof  the  two  firft  of  ihcm  is  of  fevcnteen  fathoms  and  a  half,  and  fuppofing  all 
the  otbtrs  to  be  equi-tjiftant,  there  muft  have  been  twenty-three  in  ail.  The  mafonry  feema  to  con6ft  of  a 
firong  ceoient  and  a  number  of  pcbbiet,  faced  with  bricks  j  and  he  obferved  feveral  ranges  of  fquare  holes, 
which  probably  were  prafb'fed  in  the  piers  for  the  inferiion  of  oak-timbers  to  Form  the  bridge  upon,  whicti 
hadnot  the  lead  fprings  for  arches.  Captain  de  Schad,  in  the  Auftrian  fervice,  who  in  the  year  1740  na- 
vigated  down,  the  Danube,  in  the  retinue  of  the  ambalTador  lo  the  Porte,  and  Count  Uhltfeld.  faw  thefe 
low  piers  of  Trajan's  bridge,  near  Tchernctz,  probably  the  fame  place  with  the  above-menlioncd  Tchcrni* 
grad,  and  thought  them  to  be  of  freedone.  Topowitch  £n<iuiriea  on  the  Sea,  p.  203  and  141 .  Nicholas 
trnft  Kleeman,  a  merchant,  found  thefe  piers  ftiU  exifting  in  the  year  176*)  :  but  thinks  the  work  looked 
more  like  tw:lw  wafhedout  by  the  ftream  than  like  piers ;  thouj^h  he  eonfclfes  lo  have  fecn  folne  mafonry 
upon  the  northern  Ihore,  confiAing  of  brick  and  frcedonc,  joined  hy  a  mortar  aa  hard  as  the'ftunes  them* 
ithii.     N.  E.  Klccmao'i  Journey  through  Ciim  Tartary'and  Turkey,  1 768—1770. 
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p^atly  damaged.    An  a£k  was  therefore  paffed  this  year,  to  enable  the  prefent  bifliop,     " 
and  his  fuccefTors,  (o  raife  a  Aim  of  money  by  annuities  equal  to  the  purpofe.     Crofs  the 
water,  and  land  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Durham. 

Enter  Gatefhead  j  a  confiderable  place,  built  on  the  deep  banks  of  the  fouthcm  fide 
of  the  river,  containing  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  houfes.  Camden  fuppofes  it  lo  hare 
been  the  ancient  Gabrofentum,  and  it  retained  part  of  the'name  in  its  prefent  Goalffiead, 
as  if  derived  from  the  Britifti  Gafr,  a  goat.  Mr.  Horfely  juftly  imagines  this  place  to 
have  been  too  near  to  Pons  ^lii  for  the  Romans  to  have  another  ftation  here,  therefore 
removes  it  to  Drumburgh.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  very  little  altered  frqm  the 
old  Saxon  name  Geats-hevod ;  or,  the  head  of  the  road  :  and  that  it  was  fo  ftyled 
from  beinj;  the  head  of  the  Roman  military  way  which  thofe  new  invaders  found  there; 

It  was  a  place  eminent  kr  ecclefiaftical  antiquity.  Bede  mentions  under  the  year 
■  653,  Uttan,  brother  of  Adda,  who  had  been  abbot  of  a  monaftery  here  • }  but  no  re* 
liques  of  it  now  exift.  Here  are  the  ruins  of  a  beautiful  chapel  f,  belonging  to  an  hofpi- 
tal  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund,  where  four  chaplains  were  appointed.  The  founder 
was  Nicholas  Famham,  Bilhop  of  Durham,  about  the  year  1347.  In  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI.  it  was  granted  to  the  nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in  Newcaftle,  and  in  that  of  Ed^ 
ward  VI.  to  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcsftle.  Here  was  befides  another  hofpital, 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to  which 
Henry  de  Ferlinton  gave  a  ^rm,  to  find  a  chaplain,  and  maintain  three  poor  mem 
This  was  re-founded  by  JameS  I.  in  1610. 

Hugh  Pudfey  granted  to  the  burgeffes  of  Gatefliead  liberty  of  foreftage,  on  paying  a 
fmall  acknowledgement.  Edward  VI.  annexed  this  place  to  Newcaftie  }  but  his  fuc« 
ceflbr  Mary  reflored  it  again  to  the  church  of  Durham. 

Pafs  over  a  barren  common,  ^11  of  coal-pits  ;  then,  through  a  rich  country,  indofed 
and  mixed  with  wood.  Defcend  into  a  rich  hollow  ;  reatth  the  fmall  town  of  Chefler-Ie> 
ftreet,  the  Cuneaceflre  of  the  Saxons :  a  fmall  town,  with  a  good  church  and  fine  fjrirp. 
Within  are  ranged  in  nice  order,  a  complete  feries  of  monuments  of  the  Liimley  ^rnily, 
from  the  founder  Liulphus,  down  to  John  Lord  Xumley,  who  colle^ed  them  from  old 
jnonafteries,  or  caufed  them  to  be  made  a-new,  and  obtained,  in  1 594,  a  licence  front 
Tobias  Matthews,  bilhop  of  Durham,  for  placing  them  there.  Over  each  is  an  infcrip- 
tion,  with  their  pames  or  hiftory.  The  moll  remarkable  is  that  of  Liulphus,  an  Anglo. 
Saxon  of  didin^on,  who,  during  the  di(lra£tions  that  reigned  on  the  conqueft,  redred 
to  thefe  parts,  and  became  fo  great  a  favourite  with  Walcher,  bilhop  of  Durham,  as  to 
raife  the  envy  of  his  chaplain  Leofwin,  who  villainoutly  caufed  Liulphus  to  be  munlered, 
by  one  Gilbert,  in  his  houfe  near  Durham.  The  bilhop  lay  under  fufpicion  of  conniF. 
ing  at  the  horrid  deed.  The  friends  of  Liulphus  rofeto  demand  juflice:  they  obtained 
an  interview  with  the  bilhop  at  Gatefhead;  but  the  prelat?,inflead  of  giving  thedefired 
iatisfaflion,  took  refuge  in  the  church  with  the  two  offenders.  On  which  the  enraged 
populace,  fird  facrifking  Gilbert  and  the  bilhop,  fet  the  church  on  fire,  and  gave  the* 
deferved  punilhment  to  the  original  contriver  of  the  mifchief.   ' 

In  the  Saxon  times  Cheller-te-ftreetwas  greatly  refpefied,  on  account  of  the  reliques 
of  St.  Cuthbert,  depofited  here  by  bilhop  Earduff,  for  fear  of  the  Danes,  who  at  thar 
time  (about  884)  ravaged  the  country.  His  fhrine  became  afterwvds  an  obje£t  ot 
great  devotion.  King  Athelflan,  on  his  expedition  to  Scotland,  paid  it  a  vifit,  to  obtattL- 
by  intercelTion  of  the  faint,  fuccefs  on  his  arms ;  beftowed  a  multitude  of  gifts  on  the 
church,  and  direded,  in  cafe  be  died  ia  his  eoterpdze,  that  his  body  fbould  be  inteiRft 

*  IJb.'iii.c.  ai.  i  EognttD-bj  Mr.  Gnie. 
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there.  Imuft  not  omit,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  thls^^place  was  honoured  with  the 
rem^s  of  St.  Cuthbeit,  the  bilhoprick  of  Lindesfam  was  removed  here»  and  endowed 
with  alt  the  lands  between  the  Tyne  and  the  Were,  the  prefent  county  of  Durham.  It 
was  (lyled  St.  Cuthbert's  patrimony.  The  inhabitants  had  great  privileges,  and  always 
fhought  themfetves  exempt  from  all  military  duty,  except  that  of  defending  the  body  of 
their  faint.  The  people  of  the  north  claimed  this  exemption,  on  account  of  their  bong 
under  a  continual  necelTity  of  defending  the  marches,  and  oppofmg  the  incurfions  of 
the  Scots.  The  fame  excufe  was  pleaded  by  the  town  ofNewcaftle  for  not  fending 
members  to  parliament.  Rymer*  produces  a  difcharge  from  Henry  III.  to  Robert 
bifliop  of  Durham,  Peter  de  Bnjs,  and  others,  of  having  performed  the  military  fervice 
they  owed  the  king,  for  forty  days,  along  with  his  fon  Edward,  They,  with  the  reft  of 
this  northern  tra^,  aflerted  that  they  were  Hali-werke  folks,  that  they  were  enrolled  for 
holy  work ;  that  they  held  their  lands  to  defend  the  body  of  the  faint ;  and  thofe  in 
particular  in  his  neighbourhood,  were  not  bound  to  march  beyond  the  confines  of  their 
country.  In  &d,  Cbefter  le-ftreet  was  parent  of  the  fee  of  Durham  ;  for  when  the  re- 
liques  were  removed  there,  the  fee,  in  995,  followed  them.  Tanner  fays,  that  probably 
a  chapter  of  monks,  or  rather  fecular  canons,  attended  the  body  at  this  place  from  its 
firft  arrival :  but  bifhop  Beke,  in  1286,  in  honour  of  the  faint,  made  the  church  colle- 
giate, and  ellabtifhed  here  a  dean,  and  fuitable  ecclefiaftics ;  and,  among  other  privi- 
leges, gives  the  dean  a  right  of  fifhing  on  the  Were,  and  the  tythe  of  fi(h  f. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  ftands  I.umley-callle,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  name. 
It  is  a  fquare  pile,  with  a  court  in  the  middle,  and  a  fquare  tower  at  each  comer ;  is  mo< 
demized  into  an  excellent  houfe,  and  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Earl  of  Scarborough.  It 
is  faid  to  have  been  built  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  by  Sir  Robert  de  Lumley,  and  en> 
larged  by  his  fon  Sir  Marmaduke.  Prior  to  that,  the  family  refidence  was  at  Lumley, 
(from  whence  it  took  the  name)  a  village  a  mile  fouth'of  the  caftle,  where  are  remains 
of  a  very  old  hall  houfe,  that  boafts  a  greater  antiquity.  The  former  was  not  pro< 
perly  cadellated,  till  the  year  1393,  when  Sir  Ralph  {the  Brft  Lord  Lumley)  obtained 
from  Richard  U.  *'  Licentiam  cadrumJuum  de  Lomley  denovo  xdihcandum,  muio 
de  petra  et  calce  batellare  et  kerhellare  ei  caftrum  illud  fic  batellatum,  et  kemellatum 
tenere,  &c.*'  This  Sir  Ra'ph  was  a  fiiithful  adherent  to  his  unfortunate  fovereign,  and 
loft  his  life  in  his  caufe,  in  the  infurredion,  in  the  year  1400,  againfl  the  ufurping 
■Henry.  There  are  no  dates,  except  one  on  a  fquare  tower ;  I.  L.  1570,  when,  I  pre- 
fume,  it  was  re-built  by  John  Lord  Lumley. 

The  houfe  is  a  noble  repoGtory  of  ponraits  of  perfons  eminent  in  the  fixteenih  cen- 
tury. 

The  brave,  impetuous,  prefuming,  Robert,  Earl  of  ElTex,  appears  in  full  length, 
drelled  in.  black,  covered  whh  white  embroidery.  A  romantic  nobleman,  of  parts  vrith- 
out  difcretion  ;  who  fell  a  facriAce  to  his  own  paflions,  and  a  vain  dependance  for  fafety 
on  thofe  of  an  aged  queen,  doting.'  wIJi  unfeafonable  love ;  and  a  criminal  credulity  iq 
the  infinuation  of  his  foes. 

Sir  Thomas  More ;  a  half  length,  drelT^-d  in  that  pWnnefa  of  apparel  which  he  ufed, 
vheh.  the  dignity  of  office  was  laid  a(ide :  in  a  furred  robe,  with  a  coarfe  capuchin 
cap.  He  was  the  moft  virtuous,  and  the  greateft  character  of  his  time  ;  whs,  by  a  dr- 
cumftance  that  might  humiliate  human  nature,  fell  a  vi^m  for  a  religious  adherenceto 
his  own  opinion  ;  after  being  a  violent  perfecuior  of  others,  for  firmneb  to  the  di^Utes 
of. tbeuown  conldence.    To  fuch. ioconfifeacies. are  the  beft  of  manldnd  liab^ ! 

*  Kaeikpi  >•  t|$.  t  Dugdale,  Mon,  ii.  put.  11.  p>;. 
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The  galbhti  accomplifiied,  poetical  Earl  of  Surrey ;  iq  black,  vith  a  fword  and  dag- 
ger, the  date  1545.  The  ornament  ('"ays  Mr.  Walpole)  of  a  boifterom,  yet  not  un- 
poliQied  court ;  a  vidim  to  a  jealous  tyrant,  and  to  family  difcord.  Ttie  articles  aU 
ledged  againft  him,  and  his  conviftion,  are  the  ftMme  of  the  times. 

A  portrait  of  a  bdy  in  a  fingular  drefs  of  black  and  gold,  with  a  red  and  gold  petti-  ■ , 
coat,  dated  1560.  Tliis  is  called  Elizabeth,  third  wife  of  Edward  Earl  of  I.incolp,  the 
fair  Geraldine,  celebrated  fo  highly  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey  ;  but  To  ilUfavoured  in  this 
pidure,  ,that  I  mull  give  it  to  his  firll  wife,  Elizabeth  Blount.  Geraldine  was  the  young 
wife  of  his  old  age.  Her  portrait  at  Wobum  reprefents  her  an  objt^  worthy  the  pen 
of  the  amorous  SurrCT. 

i^mbrofe  Dudley,  Earl  of  Wantick,  fon  of  the  great  Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. His  drefs  a  bonnet,  furred  cloak,  fcnatl  ruff',  and  pendant  George.  This 
peer  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  father,  but  was  received  into  mercy,  and  reftored 
in  blood }  was  created  Earl  of  Warwick  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  proved  a  gallant  and 
^thfiit  fubje£t.  He  died  in  1589,  and  lies  under  an  elegant  brafs  tomb  in  the  chapel 
afWarwicfc. 

Sir  William  Peter,  or  Petre,  nadve  of  Devonfhire,  fellow  of  All-Souts  college,  and 
afterwards  fccretary  of  flate  to  four  princes;  Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI.  Mary  and  Eliza-. 
beth.  His  prudence,  in  maintaining  hts  pod  in  reigns  of  fuch  different  tempers,  is  evi- 
dent }  but  in  that  of  Mary  he  attended  only  to  politics  {  of  Elizabeth,  to  religion  *. 

The  ffrfl  Earl  of  Bedford,  engraven  among  the  illutlrious  heads. 

A  half-length  of  the  fomous  eccentric  phyfician  and  chymift  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
Philip  Theophraftus  Paracelfus  Bombafl:  de  Hohenheim :  on  the  picture  is  added  alio . 
the  title  of  Aureolus.  The  cures  he  wrought  were  fo  very  furprifing  in  that  age,  that 
he  was  fuppofed  to  have  recourfe  to  fupematural  aid  ;  and  probably,  to  give  greater 
authority  to  his.praflice,  he  might  infmuate  that  he  joined  the  arts  medical  and  magical. 
He  is  reprefented  as  a  very  handfome  man,  bald,  in  a  clofe  black  gown,  with  both  hands 
on  a  great  fword,  on  whofe  hilt  is  infcribed  the  word  Azat.  This  was  the  name  of  his , 
familiar  fpirit,  that  he  kept  ih  prifon  in  the  pummel,  to  confult  on  emergent  occafions. 
Butler  humouroufly  defcribes  this  circumftance : 

Bombtllu*  kept  a  detil'a  bird 
Shut  in  ,tbc  pummel  of  kia  fword  | 
That  taught  him  >U  the  ctinning  pnnke 
Of  paft  or  future  mountebaaki  f. 

A  head  of  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  a  favourite  of  Henry  VIII.  with  a  bufliy  beard,  bon- 
net, and  order  of  the  garter.  He  was  mailer  of  t}ie  horfe  to  that  prince,  and  appointed 
by  him  one  of  the  executors  of  his  wilt ;  and  of  the  council  to  his  young  fucceuor. 

Two  fiill  lengths  of  John  Lord  Lumtey :  one  in  rich  armour ;  a  grey  beard ;  dated 
1588,  a:t.  54.  the  other  in  his  robes,  with  a  glove  and  handkerchief  in  one  hand  ;  a 
little  black  fcull  cap,  white  beard ;  dated  1591*  Thb,  I  believe,  was  the  performance 
of  Richard  Stevens,  an  able  ftatuary,  painter,  and  medaUifff  menuoned  by  Mr.  Wal- 
pole t- 

.  This  illuftrious  nobleman  reAored  the  monuments  that  are  in  the  neighbouring 
chut-ch,  was  a  patron  of  learning,  and  a  great  coUedor  of  books,  afllfledby  his  brother- 
in-law,  Humphrey  Lhuyd,  the  famous  antiquary.    The  books  were  afterwards  pur- 

•  Fnoce'i  Wortfaiei  of  DeroDllurei  498.  t  Hodibru,  piit  it.  C.  iii. 

t  Anecd.  Paiating,  1,  161. 
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chafed  by  James  I.  and  proved  the  foundation  of  the  royal  library.    Mr.  Granger  fays, 
that  they  are  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  Britilli  Mufeum. 

His  firft  wife,  Jane  Fitzallan,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel ;  in  black  robes,  with 
gloves  in  her  hand.  She  was  a  lady  of  uncommon  learning,  having  trandated,  from 
the  Greek  into  Latin,  fomp  of  the  orations  of  Ifocratcs,  and  the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides 
into  Englifh.  She  compliments  her  father  highly  in  a  dedication  to  him,  prefixed  to 
one  of  the  orations,  which  begins,  "'Cicero,  Pater  honoratidtme,  illuftris.'*  She  died 
before  him,  and  was  buried  at  Cheame  in  Surrey  •. 

The  Earl  himfelf,  the  Uft  of  that  name;  a  three  quarters  piece.  His  valour  dif- 
linguilhed  him  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  he  ran  with  his  fquadron  clofe  under 
the  walls  of  Boulogne,  and  foon  reduced  it.  In  the  following  reign,  he  oppofed  the 
mifufed  powers  of  the  unhappy  protestor,  Somerfet }  and  he  declined  connexion  with 
the  great  Northumberland.  He  fupported  the  juft  rights  of  Qaeen  Mary  ;  was  ira- 
prifoned  by  the  former,  but  on  the  revolution  was  employed  to  arreft  the  abjeft  fallen 
duke.  He  was  clofely  attached  .to  his  royal  miftrefs  by  fimilitude  of  religion.  In 
his  declining  years,  he  aimed  at  being  a  hufband  to  Queen  Elizabeth  f.  Had  her 
majefty  deigned  to  put  herfelf  under  the  power  of  man,  Ilie  never  would  have  given 
the  preference  to  age.  On  his  difappointment,  he  went  abroad  ;  and,  on  his  return, 
firft  introduced  into  England  the  ufe  of  coaches  J. 

A  half  length  of  that  artful  flatefman,  Robert  Earl  of  Salufbury,  minifter  of  the  lad 
years  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  firft  of  James  I. 

Thomas  Ratcliff,  Earl  of  Suffex,  a  iull  length  ;  young  and  handfome :  his  body  arm- 
ed, the  reft  of  his  drefe  white ;  a  ftafF  in  his  right  hand,  his  left  refting  on  a  fword ;  on 
a  table  a  hat,  with  a  vaft  plume.  This  motto,  "  amando  et  fidendo  troppo,  fon  ruin- 
ato."  This  nobleman  was  a  confiderable  character  in  the  reigns  of  Mary  and  Eliza- 
beth ;  frequently  employed  in  embaflies ;  in  both  reigns  deputy  of  Ireland  ;  and  in  the 
firft,  an  aftive  perfecutor  of  the  proteftants.  He  conformed  outwardly  to  the  religion 
of  his  new  miftrefs ;  was  appointed  by  her  prefident  of  the  north,  and  commanded 
againft,  and  fupprefled,  the  rebellion  of  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and  Weftmore- 
land,  notwithftanding  he  fecretly  approved  the  opinions  they  armed  in  favour  of.  He 
was  the  fpirited  rival  of  Leicefter }  but  the  death  of  Sufiex  left  the  event  of  their  dif- 
pute  und^ermined. 

Leicefter,  his  antagonift,  is  here  reprefented,  in  a  three-quarter  piece,  dated  1587, 
with  the  collar  of  the  garter,'  and  a  ftaffin  his  hand. 

A  fine  full  length  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  with  long  hair,  in  armour. 

A  half  l«igth  of  Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  mailer  of  the  horfe  to  Henry  VIIL  There  is 
vaft  fpint  in  his  countenance.  In  his  hat  is  a  white  feather ;  his  head  Is  bound  round 
with  a  gold  ftuff  handkerchief.  He  was  beheaded  in  1 539,  as  Lord  Herbert  fays  §.,  for 
being  of  council  with  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  a  favourer  of  the  dreaded  Cardinal  Pole, 
then  in  exile.  During  the  time  of  his  confinement  in  the  tower  he  imbibed  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  reformers,  and  died  avowing  their  faith  |j. 

Killegrew,  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  Charles  U.  in  a  red  fafh,  with  his  dog. 
A  man  of  wit  and  humour ;  and  on  that  account  extremely  in  favour  with  the  king. 

A  good  half  length  of  Mr.  Itiomas  Windham,  drowned  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  aged 
42,  M.  D.  L.  a  robuft  figure,  in  gr^en,  with  a  red  fafh,  and  gun  in  his  hand. 

*  Sbe  wu  dead  before  December  30th,  1579.  u  appeiri  hj  her  fathei'i  wU.    Vide  Ballard's  BrittJh 
Ladfei,  i6. 
t  Camdcn'i  Annali.     Kennet,  38}.  %  Idem.  }  Hifi.  Henry  VIII.  439. 

II  HoUiolhed,  946^ 
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A  three-quarter  length,  unknown,  dated  1 596,  aged  43,  dreffed  in  a  ftriped  jacket, 
blue  and  white  ;  black  cloak  and  breeches,  white  ruff,  gloves  on,  collar  of  the  garter. 

Here  are  fome  illuftrious  foreigners.  A  half  length,  infcribed  Fernandes  de  I'oledo, 
Duke  of  Alva,  in  rich  armour,  with  his  baton;  fliort  black  hair,  andbeard.  A  great 
officer,  and  fortunate  till  his  reign  of  cruelty.  He  boafted,  that  he  had  caufed,  during 
his  cooimand  in  the  Low  Countries,  eighteen  thoufand  people  to  perifh  by  the  execu- 
tioner.  He  vifited  England  in  the  train  of  his  congenial  mafter,  Phillip  11,  I  imagine 
that  this  portrait  was  painted  when  the  duke  was  young  ;  for  I  have  feen  one  ("fent  into 
E.ngland  by  the  Tate  Mr.  Benjamin  Keen)  now  in  poifeflion  of  the  Biftiop  of  Ely,  which 
reprefents  him  with  a  vaft  Sowing  white  beard. 

A  three-quarter  length  of  Andrew  Doria,  the  great  Geonefe  admiral,  and  patriot. 
He  is  drefled  in  black,  in  a  cap,  a  collar,  with  the  fleece  pendent ;  a  truncheon  in  liis 
hand,  and  a  dagger  in  his  girdle.     View  of  (hips  through  a  window. 

Garcia  Sarmeinta  Cuna ;  a  full  length,  in  armour;  a  ruff,  red  Aocklngs,  white 
'flioes,  a  crofs  on  his  bread,  a  fpear  in  his  hand.  He  was  captain  of  the  guard  to 
Phillip  II. 

A  ihree-quarter  length  of  4  man  in  a  fcarlet  robe ;  and  over  his  left  flioulder  a  white 
mantle :  a  fcarlet  cap  tied  in  the  middle,  and  op«i  behind ;  a  narrow  white  ruff;  and  a 
collar  of  the  fleece.  The  fcarlet  robe  is  furred  with  white :  on  it  are  feveral  times  re- 
peated the  words,  Ab  !  amprim  au  ra  jay !  Oh !  had  I  undertaken  it ! 

In  the  hall  is  a  tablet,  with  the  whole  hillory  of  Liulphus,  and  his  progeny,  infcribed 
on  a  tablet,  furrounded  with  the  family  arms ;  and  round  the  room  feventeen  pidures 
of  his  defcendants,  down  to  John  Lord  Lumley,  who  Teemed  to  have  a  true  veneration 
for  his  anceflors.  Liulphus  appears  again  in  the  kitchen,  mounted  on  a  horfe  of  full 
fize,  and  with  a  battl&ax  in  his  hand.  When  James  \.  in  one  of  his  progreffes,  was  en- 
tertained in  this  callle,  William  James,  bifliop  of  Durham,  a  relation  of  the  houfe,  ia 
order  to  give  his  majdly  an  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  family,  wearied  him  with  a 
long  detail  of  their  anceftry,  to  a  period  even  beyond  belief.  "  O  mon, ,  fays  the  king, 
gang  na  farther,  let  me  digeft  the  knawledge  I  ha  gained }  for,  by  my  faul  I  did  na  ken 
fbat  Adam's  name  was  Lumley." 

A  little  to  the  left,  midwaybetween  Chefter  le  Ilreet  and  Durham,  lies  Coken,  the 
feat  of  Mr.  Carr,  a  moft  romantic  filuation,  laid  out  with  great  judgment ;  in  former 
times  the  fcene  of  the  favage  aufterities  of  St.  Godric.  Before  his  arrival,  here  had 
been  an  ancient  hermitage,  given  before  the  year  1 128,  by  Ralph  Flambard,  b!(hop  of 
Durham  *,  to  the  monks  of  Durham,  who  permitted  that  holy  man  to  make  it  his  re- 
fidence ;  which  he  did,  firfl  with  his  fider  -f ,  and  after  her  death  entirely  in  folitude. 
"  Attrafted  by  the  fame  of  the  deceafcd,  who  died  in  1 170,  fome  monks  of  Durham 
retired  here.  Hugh  Pudfey,  bifhop  of  Durham,  made  them  an  allowance,  and  granted 
them  by  charter  many  privileges  J;  fome  call  him  founder  of  Finchale,  the  religious 
houfe,  whofe  ruins  are  Hill  confidetable  ;  but  Tanner  §  gives  that  honour,  to  his  fon 
Henry,  who,  about  the  year  \  196,  fettled  here  a  prior  and  monks  of  the  Benedi£line 
order,  fubordinate  to  Durham.  It  maintained,  at  the  diffolution,  a  prior  and  eight 
monks  ;  when  it  was  rcgranted  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  its  value,  according  to  Dug> 
dale,  was  122!.  15s.  3d. 

Proceed  towards  Durham.  Near  the  city,  on  the  right,  flood  Nevil's  Crofs,  ereded 
in  memory  of  the  fignal  viftory  over  David  Bruce  of  Scotland,  in  1346.  The  army  of 

•  Dugdale*!  Monad.  1.  511,  whn-e  is  Flambard'a  charter.     He  died  in  iti8. 

■^  Gultelin.  Neubrigieofit,  ii.  c.  £o.  •     %  Dugdalej  i.  JI3.  J  114. 
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the  Englifh  was  commanded  by  the  two  archbiihopa  and  three  fuffragani,  In  con. 
jun^on  with  forae  noble  lay-ofEcers.  .  The  ^£lion  was  attended  with  great  lofs  to  the 
Scofs ;  whofe  king,  after  flievring  the  utmoD:  valour,  was  taken  prifoner  by  an  Englilh- 
man  of  the  name  of  Copland. 

After  admiring  the  beautiful  fituation  of  the  city  from  an  adjacent  hill,  enter  Dur- 
ham ;  a  place  of  Saxon  foundation ;  the  original  name  was  Dun>holme,  from  Dun,  a 
hill,  and  holme  an  ifle,  formed  by  a  river  *.  But  it  is  only  a  lofty  narrow  peninfula, 
waflied  tjn  each  fide  by  the  Were,  the  Viuriis  of  the  venerable  Bede  f.  ITie  city  is 
difpofed  on  the  tide  of  the  hilt^  and  along  part  of  the  ndghbouring  flat,  and  the  build- 
ings in  general  are  very  ancient.  The  approaches  to  it  are  extremely  pidurefmie, 
efpecially  that  from  the  fouth,  through  a  deep  hollow,  finely  cloathed  with  trees.  The 
banks  of  the  river  are  covered  with  woods,  t^irough  which  are  cut  numbers  of  walks, 
(xmtrived  with  judgment,  and  happy  in  the  mod  beautiful  and  folemn  fcenery.  They 
impend  over  the  water,  and  receive  a  moft  venerable  in^irovement  from  the  caftle  and 
andent^cathedral.  Which  tower'far  above.  - 

'  This  hill,  till  about  the  year  995,  was  an  errant  defert,  over-run  with  wood,  and  un- 
inhabitable. At  that  period,  the  religious  of  Cuneaceftre,  having,  through  fear  of  the- 
Danilh  pirates,  removed  the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert  to  Rippon,  on  their  return  back, 
when  the  danger  -was  over,  met  with  an  admonition  that  determined  them  to  depofit  it 
in  this  place  J.  The  corpfe  and  the  body  became  fuddenly  immoveable ;  no  force 
could  draw  it  a  Hep  farther.  It  was  revealed  to  St.  Eadmer,  that  it  Oiould  be  brought 
to  Durham,  and,  on  that  refolution,  a  flight  ftrength  removed  it  to  the  deftined  fpot. 
With  the  afliftance  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  the  wood  was  foon  cleared  away  ; 
a  church  arofe  in  honour  of  the  faint,  compofed  indeed  of  no  better  materials  than  rods. 
But  this  feems  to  have  been  only  a  temporary  temple,  for  the  whole  country  flocking 
in,  aflilled  in  building  one  of  ftone,  which  coft  three  years'  labour.  A  provofl  and 
fecular  canons  were  eftablifhed  here ;  thefe  continued  till  about  the  year  1083,  when 
William  de  Caritepho  §  removed  them,  placing  in  thdr  room  a  prior  and  monks  ftf 
the  Benediftine  order. 

The  Saxons  of  thefe  parts,  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  Norman  yoke,  retired  to  this  as 
a  place  of  ftrength,  and  built  a  fortrefs,  for  a  time  a  great  aimoyance  to  the  Conqueror. 
This  ihey  called  Dunholme.  The  Dun,  or  artificial  hill,  on  which  the  great  tower  is 
built,  was  of  their  work.  '  On  the  approach  of  William,  the  Saxons  quitted  their  port. 
He  pofiefled  himfelf  of  fo  advantageous  a  fituation,  and  founded  the  caftle.  This  after> 
vards  became  the  refidence  of  the  prelates,  and,  by  ancient  cuftom,  the  keys  were, 
■during  a  vacancy  of  the  fee,  hung  over  the  tomb  of  the  tutelar  St.  Cmbber t.  The  am- 
bitious prelate,  Hugh  Pudfey,  nephew  to  King  Stephen,  repaired  and  rebuDt  feveral 
parts,  which,  during  his  time,  had  fufiered  by  fire  ||.  Hatfield,  a  munificent  fH^Iate  ia 
the  reign  of  Idward  III.,  reOored  fuch  parts  as  he  found  in  ruins,  rebuih  the  great 
hall,  and  that- belonging  to  the  conftable,  and  added  a  ^reat  tower  for  the  brther  fe- 
curity  of  the  place 'f.  To  the  mild  and  amiable  Tunftal  is  owing  tfie  magnificent  gate, 
the  chapel,  and  fome  adjacent'  buildings  •  •  ;  and  to  Bifljop  Cofins,  the  firft  prelate  of  the 
fee  after  the  Reftoration,  the  prcfent  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the  place,  after  the 
cruel  havock  made  here  by  the  brutal  Hafelrig. 

*  Camden,  ii.  C46  f  Eccl.  Hilt.  lib.  iV  c.  18.     > 

1  Hia  of  the  (  Mhtdral  of  Durham,  annexed  lo  Duedale'i  St.  Paul,  p.  54. 

J   S  <r«iTs'.  '.on  i,..  I  ■ub<Ij1c,  v61.  i.  jjo.  U   Mr.  Allan. 

5  Hift.  CaUi.'Duiham,  Dugdalc,79.  ••  Goodvln,  ij^ 
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The  city,  or  rather  the  prednSs  of  the  abby  and  caftle,  were  furroanded  whh  a  wait,, 
by  Ralph  Flambard  *,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  The  admiilion  was 
through  three  gateways :  Framwell-gate,  at  the  head  of  a  bndge  of  the  fame  name  ; 
Claypath-gate,  near  the  market-place ;  and  the  Water-gate,  beneath  the  end  of  the* 
Pnbendaries'  Walk.  I  do  not  hnd,  that  at  any  time  the  itrength  of  the  place  was  ever 
tried  by  a  fiege. 

The  cathedral  ftands  bek>w  the  caftte.  It  was  begun  in  1093,  by  Willhim  de  Cari- 
lepho,  bifhop  of  thediocefe,  who  pulled  down  the  old  church,  built  by  Aldwin.  In. 
thU  work  be  was  affiled  by  Malcolm  I.  of  Scotland,  and  Turgot,  the  fectHid  prior,  and 
his  monks ;  who,  at  their  own  expence,  and  at  the  fame  time,  made  their  own  cells, 
and  other  conveniences  for  the  monaftery. 

Ralph  Flambard,  fucceffor  to  Carilppho,  had  the  honour  of  completing  this  fuperb 
ilrudure,  with  exception  of  cenain  addirions,  fuch  as  the  Galilee  t,  which  was  built  by 
bifhop  Puufey ;  the  flone  roof,  which  was  done  by  bifiiop  Farnham,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III,  Biih  p  Skirlaw,  in  the  ragn  trf  Richard  II.  built  the  cloiftera  ;  prior  Foflbr 
beautified  it  with  feveral  fine  windows,  and  enriched  both  the  church  and  convent  with 
variety  of  new  works ;  and  prior  Walwcnth  finifhed  whatfoever  his  pious  predeceflbr 
was  prevented  by  death  from  bringing  to  a  conclufion  t- 

The  revenues  of  this  boufe  at  the  diflbluticm  are  efUmated  by  Dugdale  at'  1  ^6&» 
los.  5d.,  by  Speed  at  161 5I.  14s.  lod.  The  valueof  the  bifhopricl^  at  that  time, 
9821C  IS.  5d.ctear§.  The  reader  is  referred  to  WiIlis*sHiftory  of  Cathedrals,i.32S. 
for  the  eftablifhtnent  and  its  revenue  after  that  period.  ' 

This  magnificem  pile  is  41 1  feet  long,  the  breadth  near  80,  thecrofs  Ifle  170 ;  over 
its  centre  rUes  a  lofty  tower,  reckoned  aa  j  feet  high,  ornamented  on  the  outgde  whb 
Goihic  work ;  at  the  well  end  are  two  low  towers,  once  topt  with  two  fpires,  covered  ' 

with  lead      In  iheinfide  ispreferved  much  of  the  clumfy,  yet  venerable  magnificence  of 
the  early  Norman  flyle.    The  pillars  are  vaft  cylinders,  twenty-three  feet  in  circum- 
ference;  fome  adorned  wnh  zig-zag  furrows,  others  with  lozenge- Ihaped,  with  nar-  . 
row  ribs,  or  with  fpiral ;  the  arches  round,  carved  with  zig-zag ;  above  are  two  row» 
of  galleries,  each  with  round  arches  or  openings. 

A  row  of  fmall  pilafters  run  round  the  fides  of  the  church,  with  rounded  arches  in- 
terfefting  each  other.     The  windows  are  obtufely  pointed. 

Between  two  of  the  pillars  are  the  mutilated  tombs  and  figures  of  Ralph  and  John 
Lord  Nevil.  Excepting  Richard  de  Bemardcalire,  who  in  1370  ere^ed  a  fluine  in 
honor  of  Bede,  thcfe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  laity  admitted  into  this  holy  ground 
in  the  earUer  times. 

Ralph  died  in  the  year  1347,  and  was  the  firft  fecular'that  was  buried  in  thiscatheh 
drai :  his  body  was  conveyed  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  feven  horfe^  as  far  as  the"  church-  * 

yard,  then  carried  on  ttie  fhnulders  of  knights  into  the  ttuddle  of  the  church  ;  where 
the  abbot  of  St.  Mary's  at  York,  in  the  abrence  of  the  hifti'  p  or  ilinefs  of  the  prior, 
performed  the  funeral  office ;  at  which  were  offerpd  eight  horfes,  four  for  war,  with 
four  men  armed,  and  four  for  peace  ;  and  three  cloths  of  ^okl  interwoven  with  flowers.- 
His  fon  John  de  Nevil  redeemed  four  of  the  horfts,  at  the  pnce  of  a,  hundred  marks. 
But  this  favour  was  not  done  gratis  by  the  holy  men  of  the  place.  Ralph  had  pre- 
feated  them  with  a  veftment  of  red  velv- 1,  richly  embroidered  with  gold,  filk,  great 
'  pearls  and  images  of  faints,  dedicated  to  St.  Cuthbert.  His  wiJow  alfo  feiit.  to  the 
facfifl  a  hundred  and  twwty  pounds  of  filver,  for  the  repairs  of  the  cathedral,  and 

•  Coodffia,  IIS.  t  ^^'i-  <14>  t  Stcvciu,  L  ija.  j  Tanacr,  m. 
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feveral  rich  veflments  for  the  performance  of  the  facred  offices  •.  This  was  the  noble- 
man who  was  fo  inftrumental  in  gaining  the  viftory  of  Nevil's  Ci'ofs. 
■  His  fon  John  had  alfo  his  merits  with  the  pietifts  of  this  church;  for,  by  the  mag- 
nificent oiferings  he  made  at  the  funeral  of  his  firft  wife,  and  by  fome  elegant  and  ex- 
penfive  work  beneath  the  (hrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  in  1389,  he  obtained  sidmiilion  fof 
his  remains  in  a  fpot  not  remote  from  his  father  f.  Both  their  monuments  are  greatly- 
mutilated  ;  having  been  defaced  by  the  Scotch  prifoners,  confined  here  after  the  battle 
of  Dunbar. 

In  the  choir  is  the  bifliop's  throne,  elevated  to  ftn  uncommon  height,  erefted  in 
times  of  the  triumph  of  fuperftition  :  a  painful  afcent  to  the  prefent  prelate,  whofe  \i'ilh 
is  direfled  more  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  benevolence  and  fmcerity,  than  any  eicterior 
trappings,  or  badges  of  dignity. 

On  the  fides  of  the  pulpit  are  the  evangelifts,  finely  inlaid. 

The  chancel  and  altar-piece  is  of  ftone,  beautifully  cut  into  open  work  J,  and 
on  each  fide  are  two  flails,  in  ftone,  originally  defigned  for  the  reftiog-places  of  fick 
votaries. 

On  one  fide  of  the  choir  is  the  tomb  of  bifliop  Hatfield,  who  died  in  1381,  orna- 
mented with  as  many  coats  of  arms  as  would  ferve  any  German  prince.  Multitudes  of  ^ 
other  prelates  and  priors  refted  in  this  church,  covered  with  beautiful  tombs  and  braffes, 
fwept  away  by  the  hand  of  facrilege  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  or  of  undiflinguifbing 
reformation  in  fucceeding  reigns,  or  of  fanaticifm,  in  the  unhappy  times  of  the  laft. 
century. 

Behind  the  altar  ftood  the  flirine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  once  the  richeft  in  Gr^at  Britain: 
the  marks  of  pilgrims'  feet  in  the  worn  floor  "ftill  evince  the  multitude  of  votaries  ;  at 
the  diflblption,  his  body  was  taken  out  of  the  tomb  and  interred  beneath. 

Beyond  this,  at  the  extreme  eaft  end,  ftood  niDe,aItar^  dedicated  to  as  many  faints; 
above  each  is  a  moft  elegant  window,  extremely  narrow,  lofty,  and  fliarply  arched? 
above  thafe,  is  a  round  window,  very  large  and  finely  raihated  with  ftone  work,  called 
St.  Catharioe's,  from  its  being  in  the  form  of  the  wheel  ufed  at  her  martyrdom.  In 
this  part  of  the  church  is  another  fine  window,  divided  into  circular  portions.  All  the 
windows  in  this  ifle  terminate  ftiarply;  and  were  the  work  of  a  later  age  than  that  of 
the  body  of  the  church,  probably  the  time  of  prior  Foffor. 

The  Galilee,  or  lady's  chapel,  lies  at.  the  weft  end  of  the  cathedral.  Within  are 
three  rows  of  pillars,  each  confifting  of  round  united  columns,  the  arches  round,  fculp- 
tared  on  the  mouldings  with  zig  zag  work  §.  This  place  was  allotted  to  the  female 
part  of  the  votaries,  who  were  never  permitted  to  pafs  a  certain  line  to  the  eaft  of  it, 
drawn  juft  before  the  font.  Here  they  might  ftaad  to  hear  divine  fervice,  bilt  were  " 
confined  to  this  limit  on  pain  of  excommunication.  Legend  affigns  as  the  caofe  of 
this  averfion  in  St.  Cuthbert  to  the  fair  fex,  a  charge  of  feduflion  brought  againft  him 
by  a  certain  princefs,  who  was  inftanily  punillied  by  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  earth, 
which,  on  the  interceffion  of  the  pacified  faint,  reftored  her  to  the  king  her  father.  From 
that  time,  not  a  woman  was  permitted  to  enter  any  church  dedicated  to  this  holy  man. 
Mr.  Groie  ||  relates,  that  in  the  fifteenth  century  two  females,  inftigated  by  invincible 
curiofity,  drelTmg  themfelves  in  man's  apparel,  ventured  beyond  the  prohitwlory  line 
were  detefted,  and  fuffered  certain  penaaces  as  atonement  for  thdr  crime. 

•  Djigdale'i  Baron.  1.  19^.  f  Idem,  197. 

^  Dcfigncd  in  Smtth'i  edition  of  BeAe,  264. 

•)  Set  the  view  of  it  in  Smith's  edition  of  Bede,  Roj. 

jj  la  hii  account  of  Durbain  cathedra],  10  hig  third  voluma 
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In  the  Galilee  is  the  tomb  of  the  venerable  Bede.  His  remaitis  were  firft  depofited 
at  Jarrow,  then  placed  in  a  golden  coffin  on  the  right  fide  of  the  body  of  St.  Cuth- 
bert ;  and  finally,  in  1370,  tranflated  by  Richard  of  Bamard-caftle  10  this  place. 

Tlie  toirb  of  bifhop  Langley  is  near  that  of  Bt-de.  This  prelate  was  chancellor  of 
England  in  ihe  reign  of  Henry  IV.  but  refipned  that  high  poft,  on  being  confecraled 
bifliop  of  Durham.  He  obtained  the  cardinal's  hat  in  1411,  anjl,  after  doing  mahy 
a£ls  of  munificence,  died  in  1437. 

In  the  veflryrroom  is  preferved  the  rich  plate  belonging  to  the  cathedral ;  and  here 
are  (hewn  five  mod  fuperb  veftments  for  the  facred  ferviqe  :  fourare  of  great  antiquity, 
the  fifth  was  given  by  Charles  I. 

The  cloiflers  adjacent  to  the  church  are  147  feet  fquare,  and  very  neat.     The  • 
chapter-houfe  opens  into  them :  is  a  plain  building,  in  farm  of  a  theatre  ;  on  the  fides 
are  pilafters,  the  arches  interfefling  each  other.     At  the  upper  end  is  a  flone  chair,  in 
old  times  the  feat  of  the  bifhop. 

The  old  Fratry  was  convened  into  a  noble  library  by  dean  Sudbury,  who,  not  living 

to  complete  his  defign,  by  will  dated  1683,  bound  his  heir  Sir  John  Sudbury,  to  fulfil 

.  his  intention.  This  is  fikewife  the  repofitory  of  the  altars,  and  other  Roman  antiquities, 

difcovered  in  the  bifhoprick.     I'he  dormitory,  the  loft,  the  kitchen,  and  other  parts  of 

the  ancient  abby,  are  flill  exifting,  and  (lill  of  ufe  to  the  prefent  pofTelTors. 

The  prebendal  houfes  are  very  pleafanily  fituated,  and  have  backwards  a  moft  beau- 
tiful view.  After  the  fubverfion  of  monarchy,  CromwLll,  in  1657,  ""  '^"'  peiifion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  *,  converted  the  houfes  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chap, 
ter  into  an  univerfity,  and  affigned  certain  lands  and  revenues  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  city  for  its  fupport.  This  fhort-lived  feminary  confifted  of  a  provofV,  two 
preachers,  four  profefTors,  four  tutors,  four  fchool-maflers  (fellows,)  twenty-four 
fcholars,  twelve  exhibitioners,  and  eighteen  free-fchool  fcholars.  They  had  liberty  of 
purchafing  lands  as  for  as  fix  ihoufand  pounds  a  year;  had  a  common  feal,  and  many 
other  privileges.  On  the  acceflion  of  Richard,  thefe  new  academics  were  not  wanting 
in  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  their  maker  ;  for,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  fucceffor,  they 
compared  Cromwell  to  Auguflus,  and  gave  him  the  prowefs  of  our  fifth  Henry,  the 
prudence  of  our  feventh  Henry,  and  the  piety  of  our  fixth  Edward  ;  and  recommended 
to  the  "  vital  beams  of  the  piteous  afpeft  of  his  fon,  his  new  ereftion,  an  orphan  fcarce 
bound  up  in  its  fwaddling  cloaths,"  This  orphan  thrived  apace  ,  it  endeavoured  to  con- 
fer degrees,  and  mimic  its  grown-up  fifters  of  Oxfijrd  and  Cambridge,  who  checked 
its  prefuniptions  by  petitions  to  the  new  Proteftor.  But  in  lefs  than  two  years  the  ill- 
patched  machine  of  government  fell  to  pieces,  and  wijh  it  this  new  feminary  for 
knowledge. 

There  are  two  handfome  bridges  to  the  walks  over  the  Were :  from  one  the  pro- 
fpeft  is  particularly  fine,  towards  the  cathedral  and  cadle  ;  and  another  bounded  on 
each  fide  by  wood,  with  the  fleeple  of  Elvet,  a  place  adjoining  to  Durham,  foaring 
above.  There  is  alfo  a  third  bridge,  which  joins  the  two  pans  of  the  town,  and  is 
covered  with  houfes, 

I  had  heard  on -my  road  many  complaints  of  the  ecclefiafKcal  government  this  county 
is  fubjeS  to  ;  but,  from  the  general  race  of  the  country,  it  feems  to  thrive  wonderfully 
well  under  it.  Notwithftanding  the  bifhops  have  flill  great  powers  and  privileges, 
yet  they  were  ftrippeS  of  dill  greater  by  flatute  of  the  a7th  of  Henry  VIII.  In  the  time 
of  the  Conqueror  it  was  a  maxim,  quicqmd  rex  habet  extra  comitatum  Duneliiien/tm, 


'  Mr,  Allan 
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tpifcopuj  hahet  bara^  mji  aUqua  Jit  comeJftOy  auf  prefcrtptio  in  cmtrarkm.  They  Iiad 
power  to  levy  taxes,  niake  truces  with  the  Scots,  to  raife  defenfible  men  within'  the 
bilhoprick  from  fixteoi  to  fixty  years  of  age.  They  could  call  a  parliamenri  and  create 
barons  to  fit  and  vote  in  it.  He  could  fit  in  his  purple  robes  to  pronounce  fentence 
of  <leath,  whence  the  faying,  /olum  Dunelmenfe  judicat  Jiela  et  enfe.  He  could  coin 
otoney,  ndid  courts  in  his  own  name,  and  all  writs  went  in  his  own  name.  He  claimed 
and  ieized  for  his  own  ufe  all  goods,  chattels,  and  lands  of  perfons  convi£ted  of  trea- 
fons  or  felonies ;  could  appoint  the  gr^t  officers  under  him,  and  do  variety  of  a£ts 
emulating  the  royal  authority  *.  He  was  lord  paramount  in  the  county,  and  the  great 
people  held  mofl  of  their  lands  irpm  the  church.  Thus  the  potent  Nevils  paid  four 
pounds  and  a  flag  annually  for  Raby,  an^  eight  other  manors.  Two  of  the  tenures 
are  fmgutar ;  1  beg  leave  to  prefent  them  to  the  reader  in  the  form  I  had  the  honour  of 
xecdving  them  from  the  prefent  worthy  prelate. 

**  The  valuable  manor  of  Sockbum,  the  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Conyers, 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  is  held  by  the  Blackett  family,  of  the  biBiop  of  Dur- 
ham, by  the  eafy  fervice  of  prefenting  a  falchion  to  every  bifliop  upon  his  firft  entrance 
into  his  diocefe,  as  an  emblem  of  his  temporal  power.  When  the  prefent  bifliop  made 
Jiis  fird  entrance  in  the  month  of  S^.  1771,  he  was  met  upon  the  middle  of  Croft 
bridge,  (where  the  counties  of  York  and  Durham  divide,)  by  Mr.  Blackett,  as  fubfli- 
tute  for  his  brother  Sir  Edward,  who  prefented  his  Lordfhip  with  the  falchion,  ad- 
drefling  him  in  the  aniient  fbrm  of  words : 

'*  '  Sir  Edward  Blackett,  Bart,  now  reprefenls  the-  perfon  of  John  Conyers,  who, 
in  thefields,  with  this  ^tchion  f,  flew  a  monltrous  creature,  a  dragon,  a  worm,  or  a 
flying  ferpent  J,  that  devoured  men,  women,  and  children.  The  then  owner  of  Sock- 
bum,  as  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  gave  him  the  manor,  with  its  appurtenances  to  hold 
for  ever,  on  condition  that  he  meets  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Durham  with  this  felcbion,  on 
his  firll  oitrance  into  his  diocefe  after  hb  election  to  that  fee.' 

"  At  Croft  Bridge  tt)e  bilhop  was  alfo  met  by  the  high-flienff  of  the  county  pala- 
tine, who  is  an  officer  of  his  own  by  patent  during  pleafure,  by  the  members  for  the 
county  and  city  of  Durham ;  and  by  all  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  county  and 
neighbourhood,  to  welcome  his  Lordfliip  into  his  palatinate,  who  conducted  turn  to 
Darlington,  where  they  all  dined  with  him,  after  which  they  proceeded  to  Durham. 
Before  they  reached  the  city,  they  were  met  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  with  their 
congratulatory  addrefs;  the  biOiop  and  the  whole  company  alighted  from  thar  car- 
riages to  receive  them ;  when  the  ceremony  of  the  addrefe,  and  his  Lordlhip's  anfwer 
was  finiihed,  the  proceffion  moved  on  to  the  city  \  here  they  were  met  by  the  corpora- 

*  Thele  And  miny  more  are  preferred  m  Magna  Britaini!a,I.  f  i;.     See  alfo  Spearnun'g  Inquiry. 

\  Legend  k>vh  fome  oilier  pBrticukri  of  ihia  valiant  kntght ;  which  Mr.  Allan  cxiraAed  from  the  Cats' 
logiie  <il  the  Harleian  MSS.  No   z  11 R.  p  39  ; 

"  Sir  Jno.  Conyen  de  Sockbum,  Knt  whoc  flew  the  monllrous  veDom'd  and  poifon'd  w!vemr,  aflti  or 
worme,  wch  OTerthrew  aod  devoor'd  many  people  in  feight.  for  the  feent  of  the  poyfon  was  fo  (trongthat 
noe  perfon  was  able  to  ahldc  it,  yet  he  by  the  providence  of  God  overthrew  it,  and  lies  buried  at  Sockhurn 
hefoie  the  Conqueft.  But  before  he  did  enterprifc  (havingLut  one  childe)  he  wciit  to  the  church  in  com- 
plet,e  armour,  and  offered  up  hit  fonne  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  wch  monument  ia  yet  to  fee,  and  the  place 
where  the  ferpent  lay  ia  called  Grayilone.'* 

X  On  the  pommel  are  three  lioni  of  England,  trnardant.  Tlirfe  were  firA  borne  by  King  John,  fo  that 
thia  falchion  waj  not  made  before  that  time,  nor  did  the  owner  kill  the  dragon.  The  black  eagle  in  afield, 
gold,  na«  the  arm*  of  Morcar,  Earl  of  Northumberland.  Thii  too  might  be  the  fakhion  with  which  the 
earh  were  inverted,  being  girt  with  the  fword  of  the  earldom. 

The  Scots  ftem  to  have  been  intended  by  thefe  dreadful  animala  ;  and  the  falchion  beftoved  with  as 
eftatr,  it  a  reward  for  Come  ufeful  fervice  petformcd  by  a  Conycre  againft  thoCe  isndcn. 
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(ion,  the  different  companies  with  their  banners,  and  a  great  concourie  of  peojjle ;  they 
proceeded  immediately  to  the  cathedral,  whtve  the  bifliop  was  habited  upon  the  tomb 
of  the  venerable  Bede,  in  the  Galilee,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church  ;  from  whence 
he  went  in  proceQlon  to  the  great  altar,  preceded  by  the  whole  choir  linging  Te 
Dcuin  ;  after  prayers  the  bifiiop  took  the  oaths  at  the  altar,  and  was  then  enthroned  in 
the  ufual  forma,  and  attended  to  the  caftle  by  the  high-flieriff  and  other  gaitlemen  of 
the  county.  Pollard's  lands,  in  this  county,  are  holdea  of  the  bi(hop  by  the  fame  kind 
of  fervice  as  the  manor  of  Sockburn.  At  his  Lordfhip's  firft  coming  to  Aukland, 
Mr.  Johnfon  met  the  prefent  bi/iiop  at  his  firft  arrival  there,  and,  prefenting  the  fal- 
chion upon  his  knee,  addreffed  him  in  the  old  form  of  words,  faying,  *  My  Lord,  in 
behalf  of  myfelf,  as  well  as  of  the  feveral  other  tenants  of  Pollard's  lands,  I  do  humbly 
prefent  your  Lordftiip  with  this  falchion,  at  your  firft  coming  here,  wherewith,  as  the 
tradition  goes,  Pollard  flew  of  old  a  great  and  venemous  ferpent,  which  did  much  harht 
to  man  and  beaft }  and  by  the  performance  of  this  fervice  thefe  lands  are  holden." 

Sept.  6.  Leave  Durham,  and  journey  through  a  beautiful  country,  having  near  thd 
tity  views  of  lands,  broken  into  moft  delightful  and  cultivated  knowls  ;  and,  on  the 
left,  of  fine  hanging  wo6ds  ;  the  land  much  inclofcd,  and  the  hedges  planted.  On 
the  right  lies  Brancefpeth  caftle,  originally  the  feat  of  the  Bulmers,  afterwards  that  of 
the  Nevils,  Earls  of  Weftmoreland,  forfeited  by  the  rebellion  of  the  laft  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  great  fteeple  of  Merrington  is  feen  on  the  left.  Turn  out  of  the 
liigh  road,  and  pafs  through  the  bifliop's  grounds  and  park,  and  enjoy  a  fine- view  of 
the  Were,  running  along  a  deep  bottom,  bounded  by  wooded  and  well-cultivated  banks. 
On  the  fouth  fide  ftands 

BiftiopVAukland,  a  good  town,  with  a  large  and  fquare  maket-place.  On  one  fide 
is  a  handfome  gateway,  with  a  tower  over  it.  This  is  a  modern  edifice,  defigned  by 
Sir  .Thomas  Robinfon  ;  that  built  by  bilhop  Skirlaw  •  having  been  long  fince  deftroyed. 
Through  this  gateway  lies  Aukland  caftle,  long  finee  the  refidence  of  the  bifliops  of 
Durham.  It  has  loft  its  caftellated  form,  and  now  refembles  fome  of  the  magnificent 
foreign  abbies.  It  is  an  irregular  pile,  built  at  different  times ;  but  no  part  is  left  that 
can  biiaft  of  any  great  aniiquity.  Over  a  bow-window  are  the  arms  of  Bifiiop  Tunftal, 
who  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  This  was  originally  a  manor- 
houfe  belonging  to  the  fee,  and  was  firft  encaftetlated  f  by  bifiiop  Beke ;  who  alfo 
built  a  great  hall,  and  adorned  it  with  marble  pillars  ;  he  founded  a  fair  chapel,  and 
collegiate  church,  with  a  dean  aild  prebends,  which  church  is  that  of  St.  Andrew's,  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town.  Excepting  the  church,  there  are  no  relicks  of  the  lat^ 
bours  of  this  prelate ;  the  place  having  been  beftowed  by  the  parliament  on  their  furious 
partizan  Sir  Arthur  Harelrigg,  who,  taking  a  fancy  to  the  place,  determined  to  make 
it  his  chief  refidence.  He  demoliftied  almoft  all  the  buildings  he  found  there,  and  out 
cf  their  ruins  erefted  a  moft  magnificent  houfe  \. 

On  the  Reftoration,  the  former  bifliop,  the  munificent  Cofins,  was  reftored  to  his 
diocefe.  He  had  a  palace  ready  for  his  reception,  but  by  an  excefs  of  piety  declined 
making  ufe  of  it,  from  the  confideration  that  the  ftones  or  the  ancient  chapel  had  been 
facrilegioufly  applied  towards  the  building  of  this  late  habitaticHi  of  fanaticifm.  The 
bifliop  pulled  it  down  §,  and  reftoring  the  materials  to  their  ancient  ufe,  built  the  pre- 
fent elegant  chapel.  The  roof  is  wood,  fupported  by  two  rows  of  pillars,  each  con- 
fifting  of  four  round  columns,  freeftone  and  marble  alternate.    The  ftiafts  of  fome  of 


"  Lcland,  Itin.  i.  7j.  f  Ibid. 

%  Hift.  Ctb  DutbuD,  Dagdale,  81. 


the 

y  Google 


5M 


penhakt's  second  Tour  in  Scotland. 


the  marble  are  fixteen  feet  high  j  the  length  of  the  chapel  is  dghty-four  feet,  the 
breadth  forty-eight ;  the  outfide  ornamented  with  pinnacles.  '  On  the  Boor,  a  plain 
flone,  with  a  modeft  epitaph,  informs  us  that  the  pious  refoudder  lies  beneath,  dying  in 
the  year  1671. 

The  principal  apartments  are  an  old  hall,  feventy-five  feet  by  thirty-two,  the  height 
,  thirty-live  ;  and  a  very  handfome  dining-parlour,  ornamented  with  portraits  of  Jacob 
and^the  twelve  patriarchs.  Jacob  bows  under  the  weight  of  years :  his  fens,  with  each 
his  fcriptural  attribute.  The  figures  are  animated  ;  the  colouring  good.  I  think  the 
painter's  name  is  Xubero,  one  I  do  not  difcover  in  any  lift  of  artifts.  The  piflures 
were  bought  by  the  prefent,  from  the  executors  of  the  late  bifhop,  and  bellowed  on  the 
palace.  The  late  generous  prelate  built  a  fuite  of  additional  apartments  ;  but  dying 
before  they  were  completed,  they  are  now  furaiOied  in  a  mofl:  magnificent  manner  by 
his  fuccefllbr. 

On  the  old  wunfcot  of  a  room  below  flairs  are  painted  the  arms  of  a  flrange  affeip* 
blage  of  potentates,  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  all  the  European  princes,  to  the  Em- 
perors of  Abyffinia,  Bildelgerid,  Cathaye,  and:"  Tartaria ;  fixteen  peprs  of  the  fame 
reign,  knights  of  the  garter,  and  above  them  the  arms  of  ever^bilhoprick  in  England. 

The  cattle  is  feated  in  a  beautiful  park,  watered  by  the  little  river  Gaunlefs,  which 
falls,  afiera  (hort  courfe,  into  the  Were.  The  park  is  well  planted,  and  has  abundance 
of  vafl  alders,  that  by  age  have  loR  the  habit  of  that  tree,  and  alTume  the  appearance  of 
ancient  oaks.  Nothing  can  equal  the  approach  through  this  ground  to  the  cattle,  which 
is  varied  with  verdant  flopes,,  rifmg  grounds,  woods,  and  deep  precipices,  impending 
over  the  river.  The  great  deer-houfe,  built  by  bifhop  Trevor,  is  an  elegant  fquare 
building,  and  no  fmall  embellilhment  to  the  place.  Leiand  tells  us,  that  in  his  time 
there  was  a  fair  park,  haviijg  fatow  deer,  wild  bulles,  and  kin. 

On  an  eminence  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Were  is  Binchefter,  the  ancient  Vinovia, 
where  feveral  Roman  coins,  altars,  and  infcriptions  have  been  found.  Several  of  the 
latter  are  worked  up  in  the  walls  of  a  gentleman's  houfe  on  the  ftation,  but  nowfcarcely 
legible.  An  account  of  them  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  Horfely,  p.  295;  Urns  full  of  aflies 
and  bones,  and  figuline  lacrymatories,  have  been  alio  found  m  the  park,  where  the  liar- 
tion  probably  extended.  A  military  way  may  be  traced  from  this  place  as  far  as 
Brancefpeth-park  one  way,  and  the  other  by  Aukland  to  Peirce-bridge  into  Yorkfhire. 

Sept.  7.  Proceed  for  a  little  way  from  Aukland  on  the  Roman  way  :  leave  on  the 
left,  at  a  mile  and  a  half  dillance  from  the  town,  the  church  of  St.  Andrew's  Aukland, 
once  collegiate,  and  well  endowed  by  Antony  bifhop  of  Durham.  At  the  diflblutiou 
here  were  found  a  dean  and  eleven  prebends*.  A  houfe  called  the  deanery  ftill  re- 
mains. The  chief  tomb  in  this  church  ts  that  of  a  Pollard ;  a  crofs-legged  knight, 
armed  in  mail  to  his  ^gers*  ends,  with  a  fkirt,  formed  of  llripes,  reaching  to  his  knees, 
a  fhort  fword,  and  conic  helm. 

Pafs  through  St.  Helens^Aukland  and  Wefl-Aukland,  and  after  a  fhort  digreOion  fiall 
in  with  the  old  Roman  road,  which  continues  to  Peirce  or  Priefl-bridge,  where 
was  once  a  chapel,  founded  by  John  Baliol,  King  of  Scotland,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  t-  The  gateway  is  flill  Handing,  in  what  is  called  the  Chapel-garth.  Till  Le- 
land's  time  the  bridge  confifled  of  Bve  arches,  but  he  fays  that  of  late  it  was  rebuilt  with 
three.  The  Tees  flow  beneath  in  a  pidurefque  chaimel  finely  fhaded  on  each  fide  with 
trees.  Near  this  bridge,  in  a  field  called  the  Tofts,  had  been  a  confiderable  Roman 
flation :  urns  and  coins  in  abundance  have  been  difcovered  there.    A  Hone  coffin,  with 

•  Tanner,  1 16.  f  Lelaod  Itin.  i.  89. 
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a  flieleton,  is  mentioned  by  bifliop  Gibfon  ;  but  that  I  apprehend  to  be  of  more  modern 
"date.  The  foundallcns  of  houfes  have  been  obferved  ;  and  Mr.  Horfely  imagines  he 
could  trace  an  aqueduft.  He  fuppofes  ihis  place  to  have  been  the  Magx  of  the  Notitia. 
I  muft  obferve  that  the  Roman  road  is  continued  in  a  direft  line  between  the  roads  to 
Bamard-Caftleand  Darlington,  and  is  continued  over  a  fmall  brook,  and  through  the 
the  inclofure  parallel  to  the  Tofts,  when  it  crofTes  the  river  about  two  hundred  and  fixty 
paces  eaft  of  'he  bridge,  and  then  falls  into  the  turnpike-road  to  Catterick-bridge.  The 
whole  breadth  of  the  road  is  ftiU  to  be  traced  ;  and  the  ftones  it  is  formed  of  appear  to 
■  be  ftrongly  cemented  with  run  lime.  The  Romans  had  here  a  wooden  bridge  :  the 
materials,  fuch  as  the  bodies  of  oaks,  and  feveral  ftoops,  were  to.  be  feen  till  wafhed 
away  by  the  great  floods  of  1771.     On  crofling  the  Tees  enter  Yorkfbire. 

After  a  ride  of  a  few  miles  pafs  through  Aldbrough,'  now  a  little  village,  but  once  a 
place  of  eminence,  as  its  ruins,  obferved  by  Camden,  evince.  In  the  time  of  Henry  I. 
Stephen  Earl  of  Albemarie  and  Holdemels  had  a  manor  and  caftle  here,  the  tythes  of 
which  he  beftowed  on  the  abbey  of  Albemarle  in  Normandy  *  ;  and  that  abbey  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.  granted  them  to  the  abbey  of  Kirkftallt.  Henry  III.  again  be- 
flowed  the  place  on  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent.  By  failure  of  iffue,  it  fell  to  the 
crown  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.,  who  gave  it  to  his  third  Ion,  John  Duke  of  Bedford  t. 

Pafs"  over  a  large  common,  called  Gatherley  moor,  and  by  the  fides  of  the  Double- 
dike,  or  Roman  hedge,  a  vail  fofs,  with  banks  on  each  fide,  extending  from  the  Tees 
to  the  Swale.  On  the  right  is  Didderfton  hill,  whether  a  tumulus  or  exploratory,  was . 
too  diftant  for  me  to  determine.  After  defcending  a  hill,  pafs  by  Gilling,  where  Alan 
Fergaant,  Earl  of  Bretagne  and  Richmond,  had  a  capital  manfion-houfc  § .  This  place 
was  infamous  for  the  murder  of  Ofwyn,  King  of  Deira,  by  his  fucceflbr  Ofwy  ;  but  his 
Queen  jEanfled  obtained  permiffion  from  her  hufband  to  found  here  a  monaftery,  in 
order  to  expiate  fo  horrible  a  crime.  At  this  time  the  place  wa^  called  Ingetling,  and 
was  deftroyed  in  the  Danifli  wars  |j.    Reach 

Richmond,  a  good  town,  feated  (in  a  (hire  of  the  fame  name)  partly  on  a  flat,  and 
partly  on  the  fide  of  a  hill :  oh  the  laft  is  the  market-place,  a  hahdfome  opaiing,  in 
which  is  the  chapel  of  the  Trinity,  and  in  the  middle  a  lar^e  column  inftead  of  the  old 
crofs.  The  trade  of  this  place  is  that  of  knitwooUen  ftockmgs,  in  which  men,  women, 
and  children  are  employed,  the  neighbourtiood  fupplying  the  wool.  The  ftockings  are 
chiefly  exported  into  Holland.  Much  wheat  is  fold  here,  and  fent  into  the  mounuinous 
parts  of  the  country.  ..... 

There  were  feveral  religious  houfes  jn  this  place  and  its  neighbourhood.  In  the 
town,  on  the  plain  on  the  north  fide,  was  a  houfe  of  greyfriarsf,  founded  in  1258  by 
Ralph  Fiiz-Randal,  Lord  of  Middleham,  and  had  at  the  diflblution  fourteen  monks. 
Nothing  remains  excepting  the  beautiful  tower  of  its  church.  Near  this  was  alfo  a 
nunnery  ••.  About  a  mile  eafl;  of  Richmond  are  the  fine  ruins  of  St.  Agatha,  feated  at 
the  end  of  fome  beautiful  meadows,  upon  the  river  Swale.  It  was  founded  in  1 151  by 
Roaldus,  conftable  of  Richmond  caftle  j  and  at  the  lime  of  the  Reformation  maintained 
feventeen  white  canons,  or  Premonftratenfian  monks.  The  abbot  and  religious,  in 
,253,  agreed  with  H^ry  Fitz-Ranulph,  that  he  ftiould  hold  of  them  in  pure  and  per- 
petual alms  their  pofleffions  of  Kerperby,  on  condition  he  paid  them  annually  one  pound 
of  cumin  feed,  a  drug  in  no  fmall  efteem  in  old  timesft-     Richard  Scroope,  chancellor 

•   DBRdsle.  MoMft.  i.  588.  +  Idem,  589-  t  Magna  Brittnnr»,  W.  608. 

i  Dugdalr.  Baron,  i. 46.  |1  Eedf.lib  ii.  c.  i-f-H-  f  Tanner.  685.  ••Hem.  671, 

4  f  Dugdale,  Mon,  ii.  6^0.     Aud  for  ihe  virtue*  of  cumin  feed  confult  Old  Gerard'i  HeAal,  1066. 

3  u  a  of 


Google 


ci6  pennant's  second  tour  in   SCOTLAND. 

of  England,  vns  a  great  benefaflor  to  this  place ;  for,  befides  his  manor  of  Bnimpton* 
upon-Swaie,  he  granted  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  the  fupport  of  ten  addi- 
tional canons,  iwo  fecular  canons,  and  twenty-two  poor  men,  who  were  to  pray  for  the 
repofeofhis  foul,  and  thofe  of  his  heirs*.  The  ruins  are  very  venerable,  and  the 
magnificent  arch-work  in  the  infide  are  fine  proofs  of  the  fkill  of  the  times  in  that  fpecies 
of  architefture.  The  arch  of  the  gateway  is  extremely  oblufe  j  that  of  the  windows 
greally  pointed. 

Near  this  place  was  a  hofpital,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  I  cannot  learn  the  foun- 
der's  name,  but  find  it  was  repaired  in  the  lime  of  Henry  VI.,  who  gave  the  patronage 
to  Willi  im  Ayfcough,  one  of  his  judges  ;  who  reftored  the  hofpital  at  great  expence, 
and  added  another  chauntry  prieft  to  the  former  t« 

Nearer  to  Richmond,  on  an  eminence  above'  the  river,  are  the  poor  rellques  of 
St.  Martin's,  a  cell  of  nine  or  ten  Benediftines,  dependent  on  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary,  at 
York.  It  was  founded  in  1 1  oo  by  Wymar,  chief  fteward  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond  \. 
Befides  thefe,  were  various  other  pious  foundations  on  the  Swale,  whpfe  waters  were 
iacred  with  the  baptifm  of  ten  thoufand  Saxoits  near  Catterick,  in  627,  by  Paulinus 
bifliopofYorkS. 

It  now  remains  to  fpeak  of  the  fortifications  of  this  ancient  town  :  part  had  been  de- 
fended by  walls,  which  took  in  little  more  than  the  market-place,  and  had  three  gates. 
The  caftle  Aands  on  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  hill,  in  a  lofty  and  bold  fituation,  above 
the  Swale,  and  half  environed  by  it.  The  remains  are  the  walls  of  the  precinft,  fome 
finall  fquare  towers,  and  one  very  large,  all  built  in  the  Norman  Ityle.  This  fortrefs 
lyas  founded  by  Alan  Earl  of  Bretagne  jj,  nephew  to  the  Conqueror,  who  commanded 
the  rear  of  his  army  at  the  battle  of  Haftings,  was  created  by  him  Earl  of  Richmond, 
and  received  from  him  the  ftiire  of  the  fame  name,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty  manors  in 
the  county  of  York  alone.  This  country  had  been  before  the  property  of  the  brave 
Edwin,  Earl  of  Mercia.  The  great  tower  was  built  by  Conan,  grandfon  of  the  former, 
the  vault  of  which  is  fupported  by  a  fine  oftagonal  pillar.  'Ihe  view  from  the  caftle  b 
|M£lurefque ;  beneath  is  the  feat  of  Mr.  York,  and  beyond,  a  profpeft  up  the  bwale 
into  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  rich  in  mineral ;  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  lived  Sir  John  Swale,  of  Swale-halt,  in  Swale-dale,  faft  upon  the  river  Swale. 

Crofs  the  river,  and  after  pafCng  over  a  dreary  moor,  defcend  into  a  valley  not  more 
pleafant,  being  totally  inclofed  with  ftone  fences.  Go  through  the  fmall  towns  of  Bil- 
lerfly  and  Leyboume ;  and  foon  after  find  an  agreeable  change  of  country,  at  the  en> 
trance  of  Wenfley-dale,  a  beautiful  and  fertile  vale,  narrow,  bounded  by  high  hills, 
inclofed  with  hedges,  and  cultivated  far  up,  in  many  parts  cloathed  with  woods,  fur- 
mounted  with  long  ranges  of  fears,  while  rocks,  fmooth  and  precipitous  in  front,  and 
^rfeaiy  even  at  their  tops.  The  rapid  cryftal  Ure  divides  the  whole,  fertilizing  the 
rich  meadows  with  its  flream. 

See  on  the  left  Middleham  caftle.  The  manor  was  beftowed  by  Alan  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond on  his  younger  brother,  Rinebald.  His  grandfon,  ftyled  Robert  Fitz-Ralph, 
receiving  from  Conan  Earl  of  Richmond  all  Wenfley-dale,  founded  this  caltie  about 
the  year  1  igo.  By  tl>e  marriage  of  his  daughter  and  coheir  to  Robert  de  Nevil  ^,  it 
pafled  into  that  fiimily  in  the  year  ,1269.  In  this  place  Edward  IV.  fuffered  a  ftiort 
imprifonmeni,  after  being  furprifed  by  Richard  Nevill,  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick,  and 
comavtted  to  the  cuftody  of  his  brother,  the  archbiftiop  ofYork,  who  proving  too  in- 

•■  Doftdalt,  Mon  ii.fiyo.  f  Heni,  4;5[.  J  Ideoi,!  401 10404.         ^  Bede,  lib.  li.  c.  14. 

I  Biigdalc's BaroD.  L  4^.  f  Ucm,'Kigt. 
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dulgent  a  keeper.  Toon  loft  his  royal  prifoner,  by  permitting  him  the  pteafure  of  the 
chace  unguarded.  The  ruin  of  his  houfe  enfued..  On  its  forfeiture,  Richard  Duke 
of  York  became  pofleffed  of  it,  and  here  loft  his  only  Ton  Edward.  He  who  had  made 
fo  many  childtefs,  felt  in  this  misfortune  the  ftroke  of  heaven.  It  is  a  vafl  building  ; 
its  towers  fteep,  and  turrets  fquare..  I*ari  was  the  work  of  Fitz- Ralph  }  part  of  the 
Lord  Nevill,  called  Darabi  *.  The  hall,  kitchen,  and  chapel,  were  built  by  Beaumont 
biftiop  of  Durham  f.  It  was  inhabited  as  late  as  the  year  1609,  by  Sir  Henry  Lindfey, 
kni-rht  \. 

Vifit  the  church  of  Wenfley.  On  the  floor  are  feveral  carved  figures  on  the  ftones» 
probably  in  memory  of  certain  Scroopes  interred  there  §.  Alfaa  figure  of  Ofwald 
Dykes,  in  his  prielUy  vertments,  with  a  chalice  in  his  hand.  The  infcripcion  fays  that 
he  had  been  redtor  of  the  parilh,  and  died  in  1 607.  I  prefume  by  his  habit  he  was  only 
nominal  reftor.  Lord  Chancellor  Scroope  defigned  to  make  this  church  collegiate, 
and  obtained  licence  for  that  purpofe  from  Richard  11. ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
intent  was  ever  executed.    , 

At  a  little  diftance  beyond  the  church  is  a  neat  bridge  of  confiderable  antiquity, 
which  Leland  fpeaks  of  as  "  the  fayre  bridge  of  three  or  four  arches,  that  is  on  Ure, 
at  Wencelaw,  a  mile  or  more  above  Midk'ham,  made  two  hundred  yer  ago  and  more, 
by  one  caullyd  Alwine,  parfon  of  Wincelaw."  ■ 

Vifit  Bolton  houfe,  a  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  finiftied  about  the  year  1678,  by 
Charles  Marquis  of  Winchefter.  Here  are  a. few  portraits  of  the  Scroops,  the  ancient 
owners. 

A  head  of  Henry  Lord  Scroope,  one  of  the  lords  who  fubfcribed  the  famous  letter 
to  the  pope,  threatening  his  holinefs  that  if  he  did  not  permit  the  divorce  between 
Henry  VIII.  and  Catherine,  that  they  would  rejeft  his  fupremacy. 

Helena  Clifford,  his  wife,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Cumberland.  Here  Is  another 
head  of  a  daughter  of  Lord  lucres ;  third  wife,  according  to  Dugdale  j|,  of  the  fame 
Lord  Scroope. 

Another  Henry,  warden  of  the  weft  marches  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  in  whofe 
cuftody  Mary  Stuart  remained  for  fome  time  after  her  flight  to  her  faithlefs  rival. 

His  wife  Margaret,  daughter  lo  Henry  Earl  of  Surry.  After  the  difgrace  of  the 
Earl  of  Effex,  this  lady  alone  ftood  firm  to  him ;  "  for,"  fays  Rowland  White,  "  ftie 
endures  much  at  her  Majelly's  hands,  becaufe  Ihe  doth  daily  doe  all  the  kynd  offices  of 
love  to  the  Queen  in  his  behalf.  She  weares  all  black,  (he  mournes,  and  is  penfive  ; 
and  joies  in  nothing  but  in  a  folitary  being  atone ;  and  it  is  thought  flie  lates  much  that 
few  would  venter  to  fay  but  herfelf  ^." 

A  head  of  the  fame  lord,  infcribed  "  Lord  Harrie  Scroope,  Baron  of  Bolton,  one 
of  the  tilters  before  Queene  Elizabeth,  at  the  firft  triumphe  at  the  crownacton,  set.  22, 
1 558  "  •."  To  thefe  may  be  added  the  head  of  his  fon,  Thomas  Lord  Scroope  ;  and  his 
fon  again.  Lord  Emanuel,  created  by  Charles  I.  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  died  the  laft 
of  this  line. 

Crofs  the-Ure,  on  a  bridge  of  two  arches,  and  have  from  it  a  fine  view  of  the  river 
above  and  below,  each  bank  regularly  bounded  by  trees  like  an  aVenue.  On  the  right 
is  Bolton  caftle,  built,  fays  Leland,  by  Richard  Scroope,  chancellor  of  England  under 
Richard  II.,  after  eighteen  years  labour,  and  at  the  expence  of  a  thoufand  marks  a  year. 


Lel«nd.  t  Willii'i Cathedrals.  L  240.  J  Mr.  Gro 

Ougftaltr,  Baron,  i.  £57.  V  iiidnry'sState  Fapcri,  i' 

He  w»  one  of  tht  knigiiti  challeogtia  on  the  occafion. 
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Mod  of  the  timfcer  employed  was  brought  from  Engleby  foroft,  in  Cuniberland,  drawn 
by  draughts  of  oxen,  fucccnivcly  changed.  He  alfo  founded  here  a  chauntry  for  fix 
priefts*.  The  integrity  of  the  chancellor  foon  loft  him  the  favour  of  liis  mailer ;  fcr 
on  his  refufal  to  put  the  feals  to  the  exorbitant  grants  made  to  foinc  of  the  worihlefs 
favourites,  the  King  demanded  them  from  him  ;  at  firft  he  declined  obedience,  declar- 
ing he  received  them  from  the  parliament,  not  his  Majefty  f. 

This  caftle  is  noted  for  having  been  the  firft  place  of  confinement  of  Mary  Stuart, 
who  was  removed  from  Carlifle  to  this  fortrefs,  under  the  care  of  the  noble  owner. 
Several  of  her  letters  are  dated  from  hence.  In  the  civil  wars  it  underwent  a  fiege  by 
the  parliament  forces;  and  was,  on  Nov.  5,  1645,  on  conjitions,  furrendered,  with 
with  great  quantities  of  ftores  and  ammunition  J. 

The  building  is  fquarc,  with  a  vaft  fquare  tower  at  each  corner,  in  which  were  the 
principal  apartments.  Leland  obferves  the  fmgular  manner  in  which  the  fmoke  was 
conveyed  from  the  chimnies  of  the  great  hall,  by  tunnels  made  in  the  walls,  conveying 
it  within  the  great  piers  between  the  windows.  This  caftle,  and  the  great  poffcflions 
belonging  to  it  in  thefe  parts,  are  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  derived  by  the 
marriage  of  his  anceilor,  Charles  Marquis  of  Bolton,  with  Mary,  natural  daughter  of 
Emanuel  Scroope,  Ear)  of  Sunderland,  laft  male  heir  of  this  ancient  houfe. 

Reach  Ayrgarth  §,  or  Ayfgarth-Force,  remarkable  for  the  fine  arch  over  the  Ure, 
built  in  1539.  The  fcenery  above  and  below  is  moft  uncommonly  piSurefque.  The 
banks  on  both  fides  are  lofty,  rocky,  and  darkened  with  trees.  Above  the  bridge  two 
regular  precipices  crofs  the  river,  down  which  the  water  falls  in  two  beautiful  calcjde.% 
which  are  feen  to  great  advantage  from  below.  The'  gloom  of  the  pendent  trees,  the 
towering  fteeple  of  the  church  above,  and  the  rage  of  the  waters  beneath  the  ivy-bound 
arch,  form  all  together  a  moft  romantic  view. 

A  little  lower  down  are  other  falls ;  but  the  fineft  is  at  about  half  a  mile  diftance, 
where  the  river  is  crofted  by  a  great  fear,  which  opens  in  the  middle,  and  forms  a  mag- 
nificent flight  of  fteps,  which  grows  wider  and  wider  from  top  to  bottom,  the  rock  on 
each  fide  forming  a  regular  wall;  The  river  falls  from  ftep  to  ftep,  and  at  the  loweft 
drops  in  a  rocky  channel,  filled  with  circular  bafins,  and  inteiTupted  for  fome  fpace  with 
lefler  fails.  The  eye  is  finely  directed  to  this  beautiful  cataraft  by  the  fears  that  bound 
the  river,  bein^  lofty,  precipitous,  and  quite  of  a  fmooth  front,  and  their  fummits 
fringed  with  hollies  and  other  trees. 

Near  Ayfgarth,  or,  as  the  catara&s  are  called,  Ayfgarth-Force,  was  founded  the  con- 
veni  of  white  monks,  brought  from  Savigny,  in  France,  by  Akaries  Fitz-Bardolf,  in 
1 145.  They  were  fubjeft  to  Byland,  and  received  from  thence  in  1 1 50,  an  abbot  and 
twelve  monks,  who  were  afterwards  removed  to  the  neighbouring  abbey  of  Jervaux  tl. 
This  was  called,  from  the  cataracts,  Fors,  alfo  Wandefley-dale,  and  deCharitate. 

Crofs  the  ridge  that  divides  Wenfly-dale  from  another  charming  valley,  called  Bilhopf- 
dale.  All  the  little  inclofures  are  nearly  of  the  fame  fize  and  form,  and  the  meadows 
are  laid  out  with  the  utmoft  regularity.  It  appeared  as  if  in  this  fpot,  the  plan  of  the 
Spartan  legiflator  had  taken  place  :  "  It  refembletl  the  pofleflions  of  brethren,  who  had 
juft  been  dividing  tiieir  inheritance  among  them." 

-  Before  i  quite  thefe  delicious  trafhs,  I  muft  remark,  that  from  Leyboume  to  their  ex- 
tremity there  is  fcarcelya  mile  but  what  is  terminated  by  a  httle  town;  and  every  fpot 
even  far  up  the  hills,  embelHIhed  with  fmall  neat  houfes.     Induftry  and  competence 

•   Leland.  Itin    'ii'i.  l",  19.  f  Rapm,  1,459.  t   Wliilelock,  179. 

}  I  ihink  the  old  naaic  was  Attftarrc.  ||  Tamer.  6j!i. 
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fecm  to  reign  among  thefe  happy  regions,  and,  Highland  as  they  are,  fecm  difiinguiflied 
by  thofe  circumftances  from  the  flotmul  but  honeft  natives  of  foine  of  the  Scotiim  Alps. 
Mittens  and  knit  Aockingsare  theirmanufaftures.  The  hills prodttce  lead;  thevallies 
cattle,  horfes,  ftieep,  wool,  butter,  and  cheefe. 

Afccndafteepa  mile  in  length,  and  at  ihe  topanive  on  a  large  plain,  a  pafs  between 
the  hills.  After  two  miles  defcend  into  a  mere  glen,  watered  by  the  Wharf  j  ride 
through  Buckden,  and  Star-bottom,  two  villages,  and  lie  at  J<eitlewel,  a  fmall  mine 
town.  I'here  are  many  lead-mines  about  the  place,  and  fome  coal ;  but  peat  is  the 
general  fuel,  and  oat-cakes,  or  bannocks,  the  ufual  bread. 

OSober  9.  Continue  our  journey  along  a  pleafant  vale.  Ride  beneath  Kilnfey- 
fcar,  a  ftupendous  rock,  ninety-three  yards  high,  more  than  perpendicular,  for  it  over- 
hangs at  top  in  a  manner  dreadful  to  the  traveller.  The  road  .bad,  made  of  broken 
timeflones  uncovered.  This  vale  ends  in  3  vaft  theatre  of  wood,  and  gave  me  I  he  idea 
of  an  American  fcene.  Afcend,  and  get  into  a  hilly  and  lefs  pUafing  country.  Over- 
take many  droves-of  cattle  and  horfes,  which  had  beeti  at  grafs  the  whole  fummer  in 
the  rt moteft  part  of  Craven,  where  they  were  kept  from  nine  fliillings  to  forEy  per  head^ 
according  to  their  fize.     Reach 

Skipton,  a  good  town,  feated  in  a  fertile  expanded  vale.  It  confiHs  principally  of 
one  broad  ftreet,  the  church  and  callle  terminating  the  upper  end.  The  caflle  is  faid 
to  ha\'e  been  originally  built  by  Robert  de  Homely,  Lord  of  the  honour  of  Skipton. 
By  failure  of  male  iffue,  it  fell  to  William  Fitz  Duncan,  Earl  of  Murray,  who  married 
the  daughter  of  Romely.  William  le  Gros,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  by  marriage  with  her 
daughter,  received  as  portion  her  grandfather's  eftates.  It  fell  afterwards  by  females 
to  other  families,  fuch  as  William  de  Mandevil,  Earl  of  Eflex,  to  William  de  Fortibus, 
and  Baldwin  de  Betun.  In  the  rime  of  Richard  I.  Avelin,  daughter  to  a  fecond  William 
de  Pftrtibus,  a  minor,  fucceeded.  She  became  ward  of  King  Henry  HI.  who,  on  her 
coming  of  age,  in  1 269,  beftowed  her  and  her  fortunes  on  hia  fon  Edmund,  Earl  of 
Lancafter  * ;  but  on  the  forfeiture  of  his  fon  for  treafon  againft  Edward  II.  the  honour 
and  caflle  were  granted,  in  1309,  to  Robert  de  CliBbrd,  a  Herefordfhire  Baron,  ki 
whofe  line  it  continued  till  the  laft  century.  I  know  of  no  remarkable  event  that  be-  - 
iel  this  caHle,  excepting  that  it  was  difmantled  by  ordinance  of  parliament,  in  1.648,  be- 
caufe  it  had  received  a  loyal  garrifon  during  the  dvil  wars. 

It  was  rellored,  and  repaired,  in  1657-1658,  by  the  famous  Anne  CliSbrd,  who 
made  it,  with  five  other  caftles  her  alternate  refidence.  It  is  feated  on  the  edge  of  a  - 
deep  dingle,  pretiity  wooded,  and  watered  by  a  canal,  that  ferves  to  convey  limettone 
to  the  main  trunk  of  the  navigation,  which  pafles  near  the  town.  At  prefent  the  cadle 
feems  more  calculated  for  habitation  than  defence.  A  gateway,  with  a  round  tower  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  it.  The  towers  in  the  caftle  are  generally  round,  fome  polygonal. 
Over  the  entrance  is  an  lofcription,  purporting  the  time  of  repair.  '1  he  hall  is  worthy 
the  hofpitalhy  of  the  family ;  has  two  fire-places,  a  hatch  to  the  kitchen,  and  another  to 
the  cellar. 

The  great  timily  pidure  is  a  curions  performance  ^  and  (ItU  more  valuable  on  ac-^ 
count  of  the  dillinguifhed  perfons  reprefented.  It  b  tripartite,  in  form  of  a  fkreen.  In 
the  centre  is  the  celebrated  George  Cliffiard,  Earl  of  Cumb<rUnd,  the  hero  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  his  lady,  Margaret  Ruffel,  daughter  ot  Francis,  fecond  Earl  of 
Bedford.  He  is  drefied  in  armour,  fpotted  with  (Urs  of  gold  j  but  much  of  it  is  con- 
ccaled  by  a  reft  and  flcirts  reaching  to  bis  knees ;  his  helmet  and  gauntlet,  lying.on  the 

•  Pagdalc,  fiaroR  i.  6j, 
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floor,  are  fluddcd  \n  like  manner.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1 558,  and  by  the  death  oT 
his  father  feli  under  the  guardiaiifhip  of  his  royal  miftrefs,  who  placed  him  under  rhe 
tuition  of  Doflor  Whitf^ift,  afterwards  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  Hi."  applied  himfeif 
to  niathemsticE  ;  but  foon  after  leaving  the  college  he  felt  the  fpirit  of  his  warlike  an# 
ceftors  rife  within  him,  and  for  the  reft  of  his  hfe  diftinguiftied  himfeif  by  deeds  of  arniB 
honourable  to  himfeif*,  and  of  ufe  to  his  country,  in  not  fewer  than  twenty-two  voy- 
ages againft  the  Geryoi*  of  the  time,  Phillip  II.  who  felt  the  elTccls  of  his  prowels, 
againft  the  invincible  armada,  againft  his  European  dominions,  and  the  more  djftatit 
ones  in  America.  He  was  always  fuccefsful  againft  the  enemy,  but  often  fuffered  great 
hardfliipsby  ftorms,  by  difeafes,  and  by  famine.  The  wealth  which  lie  acquired  w:is 
devoted  to  thefcrvice  of  the  ftate,  for  he  fpent  not  only  the  acquifirions  of  his  voyages, 
but  much  of  his  pateriial  fortune  in  building  of  Jhips;  and  much  alfo  he  dif- 
fipated  by  his  love  of  horfe-raccs,  tournaments,  and  every  expenfive  diverfion. 
Queen  Elizabeth  appointed  him  her  champion  f  in  all  her  tiUing  matches,  from 
the  thirty-third  year  of  her  reign ;  and  in  all  thofe  exercifes  of  tilrings,  turn- 
ings, andcourfes  of  the  field,  he  excelled  all  the  nobility  of  his  lime.  His  magni- 
ficent armour  worn  on  thofe  occafions  (adorned  wiih  rofes  and  Jleurs  cic  lit  J)  is  actually 
preferred  at  Appleby  caftle,  where  is,  befides,  a  copy  of  this  pifture.  Ifi  the  courfeof 
the  life  of  foldier,  failor,  and  courtier,  he  fell  into  the  liccmioufnefs  fometimes  incident 
to  the  profeffions  :  but,  as  the  infcription  on  the  pifture  imports,  the  effeds  of  his  early 
education  were  then  felt,  for  he  died  penitently,  willingly,  and  chriftianly. 

His  lady  ftands  by  him  in  a  purple  gown,  and  white  petticoat,  embroidered  with  gold. 
She  pathetically  extends  one  hand  to  two  beautiful  boys,  as  if  in  the  adion  of  difluading 
her  Lord  from  fuch  dangerous  voyages,  when  more  interefttng  and  tender  claims  ur- 
ged the  prefence  of  a  parent.  How  muft  he  have  been  affefted  by  his  refufal,  when 
he' found  that  he  had  loft  both  on  his  return  from  two  of  his  expeditions,  if  the  hSart  of 
a  hero  does  not  too  often  diveft  ttfelf  of  the  tender  fenfations  ! 

The  letters  of  this  lady  are  extant  in  manufcript,  and  alfo  her  diary;  (he  unfortu- 
nately marries  without  liking,  and  meets  with  the  fame  return.  She  mentions  feveral 
m'mutia  that  I  omit,  being  only  proofs  of  her  attention  to  accuracy.  She  complains 
greatly  of  the  coolnefsofher  Lord,  and  his  negle£t  of  his  daughi  t,  Anne  Clifford  ;  and 
endured  great  poverty,  of  which  ftie  writes  in  a  moft  moving  itrain  ta  James  1.  to  feveral 
great  perfons,  and  to  the  Earl  himfeif.  All  her  letters  are  humble,  fnppliant,  and  pa- 
thetic, yet  the  Earl  was  faid  to  have  parted  with  her  on  accnuiit  of  hi.>r  high  fpirit  §. 

Above  the  two  principal  figures  are  painted  the  heads  of  two  fillers  of  the  Earl,  Anne, 
Countefs  of  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth,  Countefs  of  Bath ;  and  two,  the  fillers  of  the 
Countefs  ;  Frances,  married  to  Phillip,  Lord  Wharton  ;  and  Margnret,  Countefs  of 
Derby.     Beneath  ea,ch  is  a  long  infcription.     The  feveral  infcriptions  werecompofed  by 

*  At  an  audience  the  Earl  hail  after  one  of  hii  cKpeditiona,  the  Qoeen,  perhapt  defignedly,  dropped  one 
of  hergloKS.  Hia  lordlhip  took  it  upi  and  prrlcnted  it  to  licr:  flii.-  ^racioiifly  dflireH  liint  to  keep  hat  a 
Diarkoriierelleem.  Thua  RratifyJoj;  hia  ambition  with  a  reward  tlwt  fuitej  her  majclty's  avarice.  He 
adorned  it  with  diamonds,  and  wnre  tt  in  the  front  of  his  faigh-crovned  hat  on  days  ot  tournaments.  This 
is  nipTcffed  tnthe  fine  print  nf  him,  by  Robert  White. 

t  Mr.  Walpole,  in  hia  mircellaneou*  Anticjiiitiei,  has  faooiired  u«  with  a  i-ery  entertaining  account  of 
inveltiture.  He  fucceedcd  the  gallant  old  Knighi  Sir  Henry  Lea,  in  1550,  who  with  much  ccrcmonj  re- 
figntd  the  ofEce. 

X  I  ha»e  feen  in  the  colic Aion  of  her  Grace  the  Dutehefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  a  Imok  of  drawinfrs  of 
sdl  Knighti'tiltera  of  his  time,  drefled  in  their  rich  araiour.  Amuug  oLheis  ii  the  Karl  of  Cumberland,  in 
the  very  armour  I  mention. 

f  Thefe.  and  feveral  other  anecdotct^f  the  family,  I  founj  in  certain  MSS.  letters  and  diarieaoflbe 
Conntef*  and  her  daughter. 


Digitized  by 


Googfe 


MHMAhT*S   SECOND   TOUR    IN   SCOTLAND.  ^24 

Anne  CUflbrd,  with  the  afliftance  of  Judge  Hales,  who  perufed  and  methodized  for  her 
the.neceflary  papers  and  evidences  *. 

The  two  lide-leaves  fhew  the  portraits  of  her  celebrated  daughter,  Anne  ClifFord,  af- 
terwards Countefs  of  Dorfet,  Pembroke,  and  Montgomery;  the  mod  eminent  perfon 
of  her  age  for  intellectual  accom^Iilhmenls,  for  fpirit,  magnificence,  and  deeds  of  bene- 
-  volence.  Both  thefe  paintings  are  full  lengths  :'the  one  reprefents  her  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  ftanding  in  her  ftudy,  drefled  in  white,  embroidered  with  flowei-s,  her  head 
adorned  with  great  pearls.  One  hand  is  on  a  mufic-book,  her  lute  lies  by  her.  The 
book  informs  us  of  the  Bilhionable  courfe  of  reading  among  people  of  rank  in  her 
days.  I  perceived  among  them,  Eufebius,  St,  AugulFine,  Sir  Philip  Sidney'3  Arcadia, 
Qodfrey  of  Boulogne,  the  French  Academy,  Camden,  Ortelios,  Agrippa,  on  the  vanity 
of  occult  Sciences,  &c.  &c.  Above  are  heads  of  Mr.  Samuel  Daniel,  her  tutor,  and 
Mrs.  Anne  Taylor,  her  govemefs  j  the  laft  appearing,  as  the  jnfcription  fays  flie  was,  a 
religious  and  good  woman.  This  memorial  of  (he  inftruftors  of  her  youth  is  a  moft 
grateEil  acknowledgement  of  the  benefits  Ihe  received  from  them.  She  was  certainly 
a  molt  happy  fuhjcdt  to  work  on  ;  for,  according,  to  her  own  account,  old  Mr.  Joha 
Detihani,  a  great  aflronomer,  in  her  father's  houfe,  ufed  to  fay,  **  that  the  fweet  in-  - 
fluence  of  the  Pleiades,  and  the  bands  of  Orion,  *ere  powerful  bi 
and  birth  ;"  and  when  (he  grew  up,  Doftor  Dohne  is  reported 
that  "  Ihe  knew  well  how  to  difcourfe  of  all  things,  from  predetli 

In  the  other  leaf  fhe  appears  in  her  middleage,  in  the  ftate  of  -v, 
a  black  gown,  and  black  veil,  and  white  fleeves,  and  round  her  w: 
pearls  ;  her  hair  long  and  brown  ;  her  wedding  ring  on  the  thum' 
which  is  placed  on  the  btble,  and  Charron's  Book  of  Wifdom.  1 
are  of  piety,  excepting  one  of  diftillations,  and  excellent  medicines 
of  the  heroic  daughter  of  a  hero  father,  whofe  fpirit  dictated  this  animaiea  aniwer  to  cne 
infolent  mintfler  of  an  ungrateful  court,  who  would  force  into  one  of  her  boroughs,  a  ■ 
perfon  dilagreeable  to  her :  ' 

"  I  have  been  bullied  by  an  ufhrper :  I  have  beenneglefted  by  a  court;  but  I  will. 
not  be  dictated  to  by  a  fubjeft.     Your  man  Iha'nt  fland. 

«  Anne  Dorfet,  Pembroke,  and  Montgomery."    | 

Above  her  are  the  heads  of  her  two  hufbands,  Richard  Earl  of  Dorfet,  v  n    . 

1634;  an  aimable  nobleman,  a  patron  of  men  of  letters,  and  bounteous  t  d 

worth.     The  other  ia  of  that  brutal  fimpletonj  Philip,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  tl  )-.    ■ 

ieft  of  Butler's  ridicule,  whom  (he  married  fix  years  after  the  death   of  hei  1. 

let  (he  fpeaks  favourably  of  each,  notwilhftanding  their  mental  qualifications  were  fo 
different  \  "  Thefe  two  Lords,  fays  (he,  to  whom  I  was  by  the  divine  providence  mar- 
ried, were  in  their  feveral  kindes  worthy  noblemen  as  any  in  the  kingdom  ;  yet  it  was 
my  misfortune  to  have  croffes  and  contradiftions  with  them  both.    Nor  did  there  want    '  .^ 
malicious  ilUwillers  to  blow  and  foment  the  coals  of  difienfion  between  us,  fo  as  in  both 
their  life-times  the  marble  pillars  of  Kjiowle,  in  Kent,  and  Wilton,  in  Wiltlhire,  were  to 
me  but  the  gay  arbours  of  anguifh,  infomuch  as  a  wife  man,  who  knew  the  Infide  of  ,- 
my  fortune,  would  often  fay,  that  I  lived  in  both  thefe  my  Lords  great  familiesas  the 
liver  of  Roan,  or  Rodanus,  runs  through  the  lake  of  Geneva,  without  mihgling  any    '  ' 
part  of  its  ftreams  with  that  of  the  lake."  .  . 

•  Life  of  Lord  Keeper  Nottb.  t  BiOicY'RiiBbovr't.dlfcoiirft  a)  her /ii)i«ra),)iu6;7.   -   x. 
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But  Ihe  was  releaTed  from  her  fecond  marriage  by  the  death  of  herhufband,  iii  i(?5o, 
After  which  the  greatnefs  of  her  mind  burfl  out  in  full  and  uninterrupted  lufire.  Sfar 
re-built,  or  repaired,  fix  of  her  ancient  caftles  ;  Ihe  reftored  feven  churches,  or  chapels; 
founded  one  hofpital,  and  repaired  another.  She  lived  in  vaft  hofpitality  at  all  her' 
caftles  by  turns,  on  the  beautiful  motive  of  difpenfing  her  charity  in  rotation,  among 
the  poor  of  her  vaft  eftates.  She  travelled  in  a  horfe-litter  ;  and  often  took  new  ana 
'  bad  roads  from  caftle  to  caftle  in  order  to  find  out  caufe  of  laying  out  money  among 
the  indigent,'  by  employing  them  in  the'repairs.  The  opulent  ifo  felt  the  effeft  of 
her  generofity,  for  ihe  never  fuffered  any  vifitors  to  go  away  without  a  prefent,  ingeni- 
oufly  contrived  according  to  their  quality  ".  After  the  reftoration  /he  was  folicited  to 
go  to  court,  but  declined  the  invitation,  faying  "  that  if  (lie  went,  Jhe  muft  have  a  pah* 
of  blinkers  fuch  as  her  horfes  had,  left  Ihe  Ihould  fee  fiich  things  as  would  offend  her.'* 
She  often  fate  in  perfon  as  Iheriffefs  of  the  county  of  Weftmorebnd  ;  at  length  died,  at  - 
the  age  of  eighty-fix,  in  the  year  1676,  and  was  interred  at  Appleby.  Her  great  pof-  ^ 
feffions  devolved  to  John  Earl  of  Thaaet,  who  married  Margaret,  her  eldeft  daughter,  - 
by  the  Earl  of  Dorfei. 

Here  are  four  heads  of  this  illuftrious  Countefs,  in  the  ftates  of  childhood,  youth, 
middle,  and  old  age  f.  My  print  is  taken  from  one  refemblinf^  the  laft  in  the  gallery  at 
Strawberry-Hill,  which  the  Hon.  Horace  Walpole  was.fo  obhging  as  to  pertnit  to  be 
copied  J. 

In  one  of  the  rooms  is  a  fi^tious  ptQure  of  the&ir  Rolamond,  daughter  of  Walter 
de  Clifford,  and  miftrefs  to  Henry  II.  She  is  drefled  in  the  mode  of  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  but  at  her  ear  is  a  red  rofe,  an  allufion  of  the  painter  to  her  name. 

A  piQure  of  a  young  perfon,  with  a  crown  by  her.  Another  of  a  name  infcribed, 
vtiHtu  index  animi ;  and  a  third  portrait,  half  length,  of  the  great  Earl  of  Cumberiand, 
in  a. white  hat,  are  the  moft  lemarkable  umiotieed* 

1  muft  mention  two  good  oftagonal  room«,  in  one  of  which  Jsibme  fingulartapeftry,- 
cxpreflmg  the'  punilhment  of  the  vices.    Cruaute  is  reprefented  with  head,  hands,  and  . 
feet  in  the  Hocks;  and  Mal-bouche  and  Vil-parler  undergoing  the  cutting  off  of  their 
tongues.        ■  , 

On  thefteeple  of  the  church  is  an  infcription,  importing,  that  it  was  repaired  after  it 
bad'been  ruined  in  the  civil  wars,  by  Lady  Clifford  Countefs  of  Pembroke,  in  1655. 
Within  the  church  are  infcriptions,  on  ptam  ftones,  in  memory  of  ihe'three'  firft  Earls 
of  Cumberland.  Thofe  on  the  two  Arft  relate  Uttle  more  than  their  lineage :  but  the 
noble  hiftorian  of  the  family  informs  us,  that  the  firft  Earl  was  brought  up  with 
Henry  Vm.  and  beloved  by  him.  That  he  was  one  of  the  moft  eminent  lords  of  his 
time,  for  noblenefs,  gallantry,  and  courtfliip,  but  wafted  much  of  hiseftate.  That  the 
fecond  -Earl  at  the  beginning  was  alfo  a  great  wafter  of  his  eftate,  till  he  retired  idtb  the 
country,  when  he  grew  rich.  He  was  much  addi^ed  to  the  ftudy  and  pradice  of  alchemy 
'  and  chemiftry,  and  a  great  diftiller  of  waters  for  medidaes ;  was  ftudious  in  all  man* 
ner  of  learning,  and  bad  an  excellent  library  both  of  written-hand  books,  and  printed  %, 

*  Ufe  of  Lvrd  Keeper  North,  141, 

-f  She  rayfin  her  diary^  itut  in  1619,  her  piflure  was  drawn  by  Larking.  She  mentloni  alfo  foroe  of 
AeaoiiileBicniaof  tlicdme,  Tncb-ai  Glccko,  at  which  {he'bft  ijt.  and  Ea%y -break,  at  which  Ihe  played 
en  the  bowling^Tcen  at,Buckhu^ft.  ■    .  ■ 

J  Mr  Walpole  (hewed  me  a  medal,  with  the-  hrad  of  the  Countefi,  exa&ly  rerembling  the  piAure.  On 
the  rCTcrfe  11  rcligioD,  reprefented  by  afemale  figure  crowacd,  and  Oandipg.  ■  In  one  bad  the  bible  ;  the 
kft  ann  embracei  a  crola  taller  than  herfelf.  • 

i  Lib  pi  1^1  AflMGfi0bid,&c;  by  heiftir,  ML'    '  ' 

CondniW^ 
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'Continue  my  journey  through  a  pleafant  vale,  watered  by  the  Are,  or  the  Gentle ' 
River,  as  the  Celtic  Aia  figniites,  expreflive  of  its  fmooth  courfe  *.     Along  its  fide ' 
winds  the  canal,  which,  when  finiflied,  is  to  convey  the  manufadnres  of  Leeds  to  Liver- 
'pool.     Ride  beneath  a  great  aquedu£t,  at  Kildwictc,  and  have  foon  after  a  view  of  the  . 
rich  valley  that  runs  towards  Leeds.     Reach  Kighly,  at  the  bottom  of.  another  rich  vale,  '■ 
that  joins  the  former.  'This  place  has  a  confiderable  manufacture  of  figured  everiaft-  ' 
ings,  in  imitation  of  Fr^ich  filks,  and  of  Walloons  and  callimancoes ;  and  numbers  of - 
people  get  their  livelihood  by  Spinning  of  wool  for  the  ftocking-weavers.     The  anii 
cient  family  of  Kighly  take  their  name  from  this  town.     One  of  them^  Henry  Kighfyl,;   ■ 
**  .obtained  from  Edward  L  for  this  his  manour,   the  privileges  of  a  market  and  fair, 
and  a  free-warren,  fo  that  none  might  enter  into  thbfe  grounds  to  chace  there,  or  with 
defign  to  catch  any  thing  pertaining  to'  the  faid  warren,  without  the  pemuilion  and 
leave  of  the  faid  Henry  and  his  fuccelTors"  f. 

After  crofTing  fome  very  difmal  moors,  varied  with  feveral  tedious  afcents  and  de- 
fcents,  reach,  at  the  foot  of  a  very  lleep  hill,  the  great  town  of 

.Halifax,  or  the  Holy-Hair,  from  a  legendary  tale  not  worth  mentioning.  It  is  feated 
in  a  very  deep  bottom,  and  concealed  from  view  on  every  fide,  till  approached  verf  ' 
nearly.  The  (Greets  are  narrow ;  the  houfes  mollly  built  and  covered  with  Aone, 
and  the  ftreets  have  been  lately  paved  in  the  manner  of  thofe  at  Edinburgh.  Ihe 
town  extends  far  in  length,  but  not  in  breadth.  Here  is  only  one  church,  fpadous, 
fupported  by  two  rows  of  oftagonal  pillars,  and  fupplied  with  a  handforae  organ.  The 
Conqueror  bellowed  the  lordfliip  of  Wakefield  \,  of  which  this  place  is  part,  on  his  re- 
laiitMi,  William  Earl  of  Warren  and  Surry,  who  gave  the  church  and  manour  to  the 
abbot  of  Lewes;  and  his  fuccelTors  conftantly  held  courts  here  from  that  time  tothedlf- 
fotution  §.  The  parifli  is  of  vaft  extent,  contains  above  one  and  forty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  fupplied  with  twelve  chapels.  In  the  town  are  feveral  meeting-houfes  ; 
.  one,  called  the  cha{>el,  is  a  neat  and  elegant  building,  ereded  by  the  independents,  and 
even  ftuccoed. 

Halifax  rofe  on  .the  decline  of  the  woollen  trade  at  Rippon ;  which  was  brought 
from  that  town  in  the  time  of  a  Mr.  John  Waterhoufe,  of  this  place,  who  was  born  in 
1 443,  and  lived  near  a  century.  In  the  beginning  of  his  time,  here  were  only  thirteen 
houfes,  but  in  1556  above  a  hundred  and  forty  houlholders  paid'dues  to  the  vicar  |  ; 
and  in  1738,  lays  Mr.  Wright,  there  were  not  fewer  than  eleven  hundred  families. 
The  woollen  manu&dures  fiourifli  here  greatly ;  fuch  as  that  of  the  narrow  cloth,  bath- 
coatings,  fhalloons,  everlaftings,-  a  fort  of  coarfe  broad  cloth,  with  black  hair  lift  for 
Portugal,  and  with  blue  for  Turkey ;  fayes,  of  a  deep  colour,  for  Guinea;  the  laft  are  '  . 
pack^  in  piecee  of  twelve  yards  and  a  half,  wrapped  in  an  oil  cbth,  painted  with  ne- 
groes, elephants,  &c.  in  order  to  -captivate  thofe  poor  people: ;  and  perfiaps  one  of  thefe 
bundles  and  a  bottle  of  rum  may  be  the  price  of  a  man  in  the  infamous  trafHc.  Many 
blood-red  clothes  are  exported  to  Italy,  from  whence  they  are  fuppofed  to  be'  lent  to 
Turkey.  The  blues  are  fold  to  Norway.  The  manufacture  is  far  from  being  confined 
to  the  naghbouHiood,  for  its  influ?nca  extends  as  far  as  SMtle,  n^ar  thirty  miles  diftaht, 
either  in  the  f[Hiuung  or  weaving  branehes.  The  great  manufacturers  give  out  a  (lock- 
of  wpol  to  the  artificers,  who  return  it  again  in  yam  or  cloth ;  but  marry  taking  in  a  lar- 
ger quantity  of  vKirk  than  they  can  fiuiui,  arc  obliged  to  advance  farther  into  the  t:oun-' 

*  CamdcDi  iL  85?,  who  Jjiyt,  that  the  Araris,  the  modera  Saooe,  (ikes  iti  name  for  the  fame  reaTua. 
The  bw'ib  Aar  it  Tcry  rapid,  .  • 

-t  CamdcD,  ii.  8J9.  {:  .Wrj^t'a  iiali&s,  ^u.>  .    )  Wngbt,.8.    ■     t     |  Ibid. 
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try  in  fearch  of  more  hands,  ;which  caufes  the  trade  to  (pread  from  place  to  place, 
which  hi<s  now  happily  extended  its  infiuence ;  but  not  always  alike,  for  it  is  bounded  - 
by  the  kerfies  at  boyland,  and  by  tlie  bays  at  Rochdale. 

Oftober  2.  In  paiunR  through  the  end  ofHalifaxj  obfervea  fquare  fpot,  about  four 
feet  high  and  thirteen  broad,  made  of  neat  aOjIer  (lone,  acceflible  on  one  fide  by  four  or 
five  fteps.  On  thi^  was  placed  the  Maiden,  or  inltrumeut  for  beheading;  of  criminals  ; 
a  privilege  of  great  antiquity  in  this  place.  It  feems  to  have  been  confined  to  the  limits 
of  the  foreft  of  Hardwick,  or  the  eighteen  towns  and  hamlets  whhin  its  precinfts.  The 
time  when  this  cuftom  look  place  is  unknown  ;  whether  Earl  Warren,  Lord  of  this 
fbred,  might  have  eitabliihed  it  among  the  fanguinary  laws  then  in  ufe  againfl  the  itt- 
vaders  ,of  the  hunting  rights,  or  whether  it  might  not  take  place  after  the  woollen  manu- 
faflures  at  Halifax  began  to  gain  ftrength,  is  uncertain.  The  laft  is  very  probable  ; 
tor  the  wild  country  around  the  town  was  inhabited  by  a  lawlefs  fet,  whofe  depreda* 
tions  on  the  cloth-tenters  might  foon  llifle  the  elForts  ot  infant  indullry.  For  the  pn>> 
teftion  of  trade,  and  for  the  greater  terror  of  ofienders,  by  fpeedy  execution,  this  cuf- 
tom  feems  to  have  been  eflabliOied,  fo  as  at  laft  to  receive  the  force  of  law,  which  was, 
"  .that  if  a  felon  be  taken  within  the  liberty  of  the  forelt  of  Hardwick,  with  goods 
ftolen  out,  or  within  the  faid  precinCts,  either  hand-habend,  back  berand,  or  con- 
felHon'd,  to  the  value  of  thirteen-pence  half.penny,  he  fliall,  after  three  market  days  or 
meeting-days  within  the  town  of  Halifax,  next  after  fueh  his  apprehenfign,  and  bein^ 
condemned,   be  taken  to  the  gibbet,   and  there  have  his  head  cut  from  its  body.  •*' 

The  offender  had  always  a  fair  trial ;  for  as  foon  as  he  was  taken  he  was  brought  to 
-  the  Lord's  bailiff  at  Halifax  :  he  was  then  expofed  on  the  three  markets  (which  here 
were  held  thrice  in  a  week)  placed  in  a  llocks,  with  the  goods  Helen  on  his  back,  or  if  the 
theft  was  of  the  cattle  kind,  they  were  placed  by  him  ;  and  this  was  done  both  to  flrike 
terror  into  others,  and  to  produce  new  informations  againlt  himt.  I'he  bailiff  then 
fummoned  four  freeholders  of  each  town  within  the  foreft  to  form  a  jury.  The  felon 
and  profecutors  were  brought  face  to  face  ;  the  goods,  the  cow,  or  horfe,  or  whatfo- 
CT^  was  ftolen,  produced.  If  he  was  found  guilty,  he  waS' remanded  to  prifon,  had 
a  week's  time  allowed  for  preparation,  and  then  was  conveyed  to  this  fpot,  where  his 
head  was  ftnickoff,  by  this  machine.  I  fhould  have'premifed,  that  if  the  criminal, 
either  after  apprehenfion,  or  in  the  way  to  execution,  could  efcape  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  foreft  (part  being  clofe  to  the  town)  the  bailiff  had  no  farther  power  over  him  :  but 
if  hfi  Jhould  be  caught  within  the  precinds  at  any  time  after,  he  was  immediately  exe- 
cuted on  his  former  fentence. 

This  privilege  was  very  freely  ufed  during  the  rogn  of  Elizabeth  :  Jhe  records  be- 
fore that  time  were  loft.  Twenty<five  fuffered  in  her  reign,  and  at  leaft  twelve  from 
]  fiai  to  1 650  -y  after  which  1  believe  the  privilege  was  no  more  exerted.    ■ 

This  machine  of  death  is  now  dellroyed  ;  but  I  law  one  of  the  fame  kind  in  a  room 
under  the  parliamoit-houfe  at  Edinburgh,  wher^  it  was  introduced  by  the  Regent 
Morton,  who  took  a  model  of  it  as  he  p^d  through  Halifax,  and  at  length  fuffered 
by  It  himfelf.  It  is  in  form  of  a  painter's  eafel,  and  about  ten  fi»t  high  :  at  four  feet 
A-om  the  bottom  is  a  crofs  bar,  on  which  the  felon  lays  his  bead,  which  is^kept  down  by 
another  placed  above.  In  the  inner  edges  of  the  frame  are  grooves  j  in  thefe  is 
placed  a  Iharp  ax  with  a  vaftweightof  lead,fupponed  at  theveryUimmitwithapeg;  tp 
that  peg  is  failened  a  cord,  which  the  executioner  cutting,  the  ax  falls,  and  does  the  af- 

*  Wrigbt,  84,  tnd  Hilifiix  aoil  iu  gibbct-hw,  ttc.  18. 
t  QlbbcipLaw  67^  that  be  m  cipoM  iftn  •wniAioB. 
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fair  effeftually,  without  fuffering  the  unhappy  criminal  to  undergo  a  repetition  of  ftrokes, 
as  has  been  the  cafe  in  the  common  method.  I  muFl  add,  that  if  the  fufferer  is  con- 
demned for  dealing  a  horfe  or  a  cow,  the  ftrifig  is  tied  to  the  bead,  which,  on  b«Dg 
whipped,  pulls  out  the  peg,  and  becomes  the  executioner. 

On  defcending  a  hiil,  have  a  fine  view  of  a  vale,  with  the  Calder  meandring  through 
it.  Towards  the  upper  end  are  two  other  little  vales,  whofe  fides  are  filled  with  fraall 
"houfcs,  and  bottoms  with  fulUng-milk.  Here  arefeveral  good  houfes,  the  property  of 
wealthy  clothiers,  with  warehoufes  in  a  fuperb  and  elegant  ftyle ;  the  fair  oftentation  of 
induftrious  riches.  Dine  at  a  neat  alehoufe,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  at  the  head, of  the  ' 
canal,  which  conveys  the  raanufaflures  to  the  Treiw.  Call  here  on  my  old  correfpon- 
dent  Mr.  Thomas  Bolton,  and  am  furprixed  with  his  vaft  colle£lion  of  natural  hiflory, 
got  together  to  amufe  and  improve  his  mind  after  the  fatigues  of  bafinefs. 

Crofs  the  Calder  at  Lowerby  bridge ;  after  a  fteep  afcent  arrive  in  a  wild  and 
moory  country,  pafs  by  the  village  of  Loyland )  reach  Blackftone-edge,  fo  caHed  ftom 
the  colour  of  certain  great  ftones  that  appear  on  the  fummit.  The  view  is  unbounded 
of  Lancafhire,  Cheihire,  and  Wales.  The  ancient  road  down  this  hill  was  fbrmeriy 
tremendous ;  at  prefent  a  new  one  winds  down  the  fides  for  two  miles  excellently 
planned.  The  parifli  of  Haliiax  reaches  to  this  hill  It  is  my  misfortune  that  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Watfon's  full  account  of  this  parifii'did  not  fall  into  my  hands  till  this  Oieet  waa 
going  to  the  prefs  i  for  my  account  would  have  received  from  it  confiderable  improve- 
ments. A  little  before  our  arrival  on  tb&  top  of  this  hill,  enter  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter. 

Reach  Rochdale,  a  town  irregularly  built,  noted  for  its  manufaflory  of  bays.    The 
,  church  is  on  an  adjacent  eminence,  to  be  reached  by  an  afcent  of  about  a  hundred  and 
feventeen  fteps.    The  Roche,  afmall  dream,  runs  near  the  town. 

0&.  II.  After  fix  miles  'ride,  pafs  by  Middleton.  In  a  pretty  vale,  on  an  emi- 
nence, is  Alkrington,  the  feat  of  Afhton  Lever,  Efq.  where  I  continue  the  whole  day, 
attracted  by  bis  avility,  and  the  elegance  of  his  mufeum. 

Q£t.  1 2.  Wearied  with  the  length  of  my  journey,  hallen  through  Manchefter  and 
Warrington,  and  find  at  home  the  feme  fatifa^ory  conclufion  as  that  of  my  former 


APPENDIX.— NuM»ER  I.  ^ 

Coneemmg  tbe  Conjiitution  of  the  Church  of  Sett/and. 

PRESBYTERIAN  government  in  Scotland  took  place  after  the  reformaeioB  of 
popery,  as  being  the  form  of  ecclefiaftical  government  moft  agreeaUe  to  the  genius  , 

-  and  inclinations  of  the  people  of  Scotland.  When  James  VI.  fucceeded  to  the  crdwn 
of  Englaiul,  it  is  welt  known  that,  during  bis  reign  and  that  of  his  fiicce6br»  of  tbe 
family  of  Stewart,  deftgns  were  formed  m  altering  the  confiitiHion  of  our  civil  gove|U< 
ment,  and  rendering  our  kings  more  abfolute.  I'he  edabliihinent  of  ^ifcopacy  ia  . 
Scotland  was  thought  to  be  one  point  proper  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  thefe  defigas.  '- 
Epifcopacy  was  accordingly  edabliflied  at  length,  and  continued  to  be  the  goTemment 
of  the  church  till  the  Revolution,  when,  fuch  defigns  fubfifting  no  longer,  n-efby touB 
government  was  reflored  to  Scotland.  It  was  eftabliflied  by  z&  of  parliament  in  169CS 
ud  was  afterwards  fecured  by  an  ezprefs  article  ia  the  treaty  of  union  betwMik  th« 
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two  kingdoms  of  Engliand  and  Scotland.  Among  the  minifters  of  Scotland  there  fub- 
ftfts  a  perfi;^  equality  ;  that  is,  no  mioifter,  confidered  as  an  individual,  has  an  authori* 
tative  juriididion  over  another.  Jurifdiftion  is  competent  for  them  only  when  they  aft 
in  a  colledive  body,  or  as  a  court  of  judicature ;  and  then  there  is  a  fubordinatton  of 
-one  court  to  another,  or  inferior  and  fuperior  courts.  ' 

The  courts  eftabliflied  by  law  are  the  four  following,  viz.  Church  Seffions,  Prefby- 
teiiefi.  Provincial  Synods,  and  above  all  a  National  or  General  Aflembly. 

A  Church  Seflion  is  compofed  of  the  minifter  of  the  parifh  and  certain  difcreet  lay- 
men, wha  are  chofen  and  ordained  for  the  exercife  of  difcipline,  and  are  called  Elders. 
The  number  of  thefe  Elders  varies  according  to  the  extent  of  the  parifh.  Two  of 
them,  together  with  the  Minifter,  are  neceCTary,  in  order  to  their  holding  a  legal  meet- 
ing. The  minifter  always  prefides  in  thefe  meetings,  and  is  called  Moderator ;  but 
has  no  other  authority  but  what  belongs  to  the  Precfes  of  any  other  court.  The  Church 
Sefiion  is  appointed  for  infpefHng  the  morals  of  the  pariihioners,  and  managing  the 
fundg  that  are  appropriated  for  the  mdnteoance  of  the  poor  nithin  their  own  bounds. 
When  a  perfon  is  conviAed  of  any  inftance  of  immoral  condufl,  or  of  what  is  incon- 
fif^nt  with  bis  Chriftian  profeflion,  the  Church  Seffion  inflifls  fonie  ecclefiaftical  cen- 
fore,  fiich  as  giving  him  an  admonition  or  rebuke ;  or  if  the  crime  be  of  a  grofs  and 
publick  nature,  they  appoint  him  to  profefs  his  repentance  in  the  lace  of  the  whole 
congregation,  in  order  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  the  publick  offence.  The  highefl 
church  cenfure  is  excommunication,  which  is  feldom  infli£ted  but  for  contumacy,  or 
for  fome  veiy  atrocious  crime  obftinately  perfifted  in.  In  former  times  there  were 
certain  civil  pains  and  penalties  which  followed  upon  a  fentence  of  excommunication ; 
but  by  a  Britifli.ftatute  thefe  are  happily  abolilhed.  The  church  of  Scotland  addreffes 
its  cenfures  only  to  the  confdences  of  men }  and  if  they  cannot  reclaim  offenders  by 
the  methods  of  perfuafion,  they  think  it  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  true  religion,  to 
have  recoufe  to  compulfory  ones,  fuch  as. temporal  pains  and  penalties. 

if  the  perfon  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  Church  Seffion,  it  is  competent"  for 
him  to  feek  redrefs,  by  entering  an  appeal  to  the  Prefbytery,  which  is  the  next  fu- 
perior court.  In  likf  -manner  he  may  appeal  from  the  Prefcytery  to  the  Provincial 
Synod,  and  from  the  Synod  to  the  Aflembly,  whofe  fentence  is  final  in  all  ecclefiaftical 
matters. 

A  Preft)ytery  confiflsof  the  Mtnifters  within  a  certain  dillrift,  andalfo  of  one  ruling 
Elder  fi'om  each  Church  Set&on  nithin  the  dtftri£t.  In  fettling  the  boundaries  of  a  Pref- 
bytery, a  regard  was  paid  to  the  fuuation  of  the  country.  Where  the  country  is  popu- 
lous and  champajgn,  there  are  inftances  of  thirty  Minifters  and  as  many  Elders  being 
joined  in  one  Premytery.  In  mountainous  countries  where  travelling  is  more  difficult, 
there  are  only  feven  or  eight  Minifters,  in  fome  places  fewer  in  a  Prefbytery.  The. 
nuAbet  of  Prefbyteries  is  computed  to  be  at  about  feventy.  Prefbyteries  review  the  pro- 
cedure lOf  Church  SeffioUB,  and  judge  in  references  and  appeals  that  are  brought  before 
-  them*'  .Xhey  take  trial»of  candidates  for  the  miniilry  ;  and  if,  upon  fuch  trial,  they 
find.tbero  duly  qualified,  they  licenfe  them  to  preaoh,  but  not  to  difpenfe  the  facra- 
menw. ,  Such,  licentiates- are  called  Probationers.  It  is  not  common  for  the  church  of 
Scotland  to,prdain  or  ccmfer-  holy  orders  on  fuch  licentiates  till  they  be  prefented  to 
Ibme  vacant  Jtirk,  and  thereby  acquire  a  right  to  a  benefice^ 

IcU  the  privileges  of  Prefbyteries  to  judge  their  own  nrembers,  at  leafl  in  the  firft 
HiflaBce. .  They  may  be  judged  for  berefy,  that  is,  for  preaching  or  pubRfhrng  doc- 
trines that  are  contrary  to  the  publick  ftaindardimpofed  by  a£t  of  Parliament  and  Alfem- 
bly  ^  or  Hut  any  infUnce  of  imnocal  coiukkL .  Profecutions  for  herefy  -were'  fm-merly 

more 
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more  frequent  than  they  are  at  prefent,  but  happily  a  more  liberal  fpm't  has  g^ned 
ground  among  the  clergy  of  Scotland.  They  think  more  freely  than  they  did  of  old, 
and  conrequontly  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  and  moderation  feems  to  be  on  the  growing  hand; 
fo  that  profecutions  for  herefy  are  become  more  rare,  and  are  generally  boked  upon  as. 
invidious.  Some  fenfible  men  aiAong  the  clergy  of  Scotland  look  upon  fubfcriptions 
to  certain  articles  and  creeds  of  human  compofition  as  a  grieTance>  from  which  they- 
would  willingly  be  delivered. 

Prelbyteries  are  more  fevere  in  their  cenfures  upon  their  own  members  for  any  in-, 
fiance  of  immoral  conduA.  If  the  perfon  be  convicted,  they  fufpend  him  from  the 
exercife  of  his  minifterial  office  for  a  limited  time  ;  but  if  the  ^rime  be  of  a  heinous- 
nature,  they  depofe  or  deprive  him  of  his  clerical  chara£ler  ;  fo  that  he  is  no  longer 
a  minidcf  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  but  forfeits  his  title  to  his  benefice,  and  other- 
privileges  of  the  eftablilhed  church.  However,  if  the  perfon  thinks  himfelf  injured  by 
the  fentence  of  the  Preibytery,  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  appeal  to  the  Provincial  Synods  ■ 
within  whofe  bounds  his  Prefbytery  lies  ;  and  from  the  Synod  he  may  ^peal  to  the- 
National  Affembly.  Prelbyteriea  hold  their  meetings  generally  every  month,  except  in 
remote  countries,  and  have  a  power  of  adjourning  thenrfelves  to  whatever  time  or  place 
within  their  diftrift  they  ftiail  think  proper  They  choofe  their  own  Praefes  or  Mode- 
rator, who  mult  be  a  miniiter  of  their  own  Prefbytery.  The  ruling  Elders  who  fit  in, 
Prefbyteries,  muft  be  changed  every  half-year,  or  elfe  chofen  agjun  by  their  refpeftive 
Church  Seffions, 

Provincial  Synods  are  the  next  fuperior  courts  to  Prefbyteries,  and  are  compoTed  of 
the  feveral  Prefbyteries  within  the  province^  and  of  a  ruling  Elder  from  each  Church 
Seflion.  The  ancient  diocefes  of  the  bifhops  are  for  the  moft  part  the  boimdaries  of 
a  Synod.  Moft  of  the  Synods  in  Scodand  meet  twice  every  year,  in  the  mwiths  .of 
April  and  Oftober,  and  at  every  meeting  they  choofe  their  Prsefes  or  Moderator,  who 
muft  be  a  clergyman  of  their  own  number.  They  review  the  procedure  of  Prefbyteries, 
and  judge  in  appeals,  references  and  complaints,  that  are  brought  before  them  from  the 
inferior  courts.  And  if  a  Prefbytery  fhall  be  found  negligent  in  executing  the  ecclefi- 
aflical  laws  againll  any  of  their  members,  or  any  other  perfon  within  their  juriIdi3ion> 
the  Synod  can  call  them  to  account,  and  cenfure  them  as  they  fhall  fee  cauTe. 

The  General  Affembly  is  the  fupreme  court  in  ecclefiafHcal  matters,  and  from  which 
there  lies  no  appeal.  As  they  have  a  power  of  making  laws  and  canons,  concemtng  the 
difcipline  and  government  of  the  church  and  the  publick  fervice  of  religion,  the  King 
fends  always  a  CommifTioner  to  reprefent  his  royal  perfon,  that  nothing  may  beenadea 
mconfiftent  with  the  laws  of  the  ftate.  The  perfon  who  reprefents  the  King  is  generally 
fome  Scots  nobleman,  whom  His  Majefly  nominates  annually  fotne  time  before  Ae  ' 
meeting  of  the  alTembly,  and  is  allowed  a  fuitable  falary  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
this  honourable  ofGce.  He  is  prefent  at  all  the  meetings  of  theaiTembly,  and  at  all 
thdr  debates  and  deliberations.  After  the  affembly  is  condituted,  he  prefents  his  com> 
mifSon  and  delivers  a  fpeech  ;  and,  when  they  have  finifhed  thdr  bufinefs,  which  they 
commonly  do  in  twelve  days,  he  adjourns  the  affembly,  and  appoints  the  time  and 
place  of  their  next  annual  meedng,  which  is  generally  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  month  of  • 
May. 

The  Aflembly  is  compofed  of  Minifters  and  ruling  Elders  chofen  annually  from  ach    \ 
Prefbytery  in  Scotland.    As  the  number  of  Minifters  and  Elders  in  a  Prefbytery  varies^    , 
fo  the  number  of  their  reprefentatives  muft  hold  a  proportion  to  the  number  of  Mini^ 
ters  and  elders  that  are  in  the  Prefbytery.     The  proportion  is  fixed  by  laws  and  regu-. 
Jations  for  that  purpofe.    Each  royal  burgh  and  univerfity  ia  Scotland  has  likewife  the   ' 
6  privilegfr 
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privilege  of  choofmg  a  ruling  Elder  to  the  Aflembly.  All  eledtons  maft  at  lead  be 
made  forty  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Affembly.  Their  jurifdiftion  is  either  con- 
ftitutive  or  judicial.  By  the  firfl  they  have. authority  to  make  taws  in  ecclefiaflical 
matters  ;  by  the  other  they  judge  in  references  and  appeals  brought  before  them  from 
the  fubordinate  courts,  and  their  fentences  are  dectfive  and  final.  One  point,  which 
greatly  employs  their  attention,  is  the  fettlement  of  vacant  pariOies.  The  common 
people  of  Scotland  are  greatly  prejudiced  againit  the  law  of  patronage.  Hence  when  a 
patron  prefents  a  candidate  to  a  vacant  parilh,  the  parilhioners  frequently  make  great 
oppofilion  to  the  feltlement  of  the  prefentee,  and  appeal  from  the  inferior  courts  to  the 
Affembly.  The  Affembly  now-a-days  are  not  difpofed  to  indulge  the  parilhioners  in 
ijareafonable  oppofition  to  prefentees.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  unwilling  to  fettle 
the  prefentee  in  oppofition  to  the  whole  people,  who  refufe  to  fubniit  to  his  mlniftry, 
becaufe  in  this  cafe  his  minidrations  amongft  them  mull  be  ufelefs  and  without  effe^. 
The  Affembly,  therefore,  for  the  mofl:  part  delay  giving  fentence  in  fuch  cafes,  till  once 
they  have  ufed  th^r  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  parifhioners  to  the  prefentee.  But  if 
'their  attempts  this  ways  prove  unfuccefsful,  they  proceed  to  fettle  the  prefentee  in  obe- 
dience to  the  i&  of  parliament  concerping  patronages.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  that, 
in  the  judicatories  of. the  church  of  Scotland,  there  is  an  equal  r^prefentation  of  the 
laity  as  of  the  clergy,  which  is  a  great  fecurity  to  the  laity  agaioft  the  ufurpations  of 
the  clergy. 

The  bufmefs  of  every  minifter  in  a  pariOi  Is  to  perform  religious  worfhip,  and  to 
preach  in  the  language  of  the  cotmtry  to  his  c6ngregation  every  Sunday,  and  likewjfe 
on  other  extraordinary  occafions  appointed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  church. 
The  tendency  of  their  preaching  is  to  inftruS  their  hearers  in  the  eflential  doftrines  of 
natural  and  revealed  religion,  and  improve  thefe  inflruftions  in  order  to  promote  the 
praflice  of  piety  and  focial  vu-tue.  Of  old,  it  was  cuftomary  to  preach  upon  contro- 
verted and  myfterious  points  of  divinity,  but  it  is  now  hoped  that  the  genendity  of  the 
clergy  confine  the  fubje£t  of  their  preaching  to  what  has  a  tendency  to  promote  virtue 
and  good  morals,  and  to  make  the  people  peaceable  and  ufeful  members  of  fociety. 

Minifters  likewife  examine  their  parilhioners  annually.  They  go  to  the  different 
towns  and  villages  *  of  the  parilh,  and  in  an  eafy  and  familiar  manner  converfe  with  them 
upon  the  effentiat  do6trines  of  religion.  They  make  trial  of  their  knowledge  by  putting 
queftions  to  them  on  thefe  heads.  The  adult  as  well  as  children  arc  catechifed.  They 
likewife  vifit  their  pariflies  and  inquire  into  the  behaviour  of  their  feveral  parilhioners, 
and  admonifli  them  for  whatever  they  6nd  blameable  in  their  condud.  At  thefe  viG- 
tations  the  minider  inculcates  the  praftice  of  the  relative  and  fecial  duties,  and  infifts 
upon  the  neceffity  of  the  practice  of  them.  And  if  there  happen  to  be  .any  quarrels 
among  neighbours,  the  minifter  endeavours  by  the  power  of  perfuafion  to  bring  about 
a  reconciliation.  But  in  this  part  of  their  conduct  much  depends  upon  the  temper, 
prudence,  and  difcretion  of  miniffers,  who  are  cloathed  with  the  fame  paffiooe,  preju- 
dices, and  infirmities  that  other  men  are. 

•1  mwft  obferTC,  that  Bifhop  Burnet  {by  birth  a  Srotchroan)  adopted  in  his  diocefe  the  Mai  orthechurck 
of  bit  n«ti««  country,  and  itt  attentidn  to  the  morali  tn6  good  condud  of  the  clergy  and  their  flocks.  Uot 
content  with  the  ofual  triennial  vilitaiiont,  he  every  fommer,  during  fix  wecL.':,  made  >  progref*  ihrough 
fome  diftriA  of  hit  diecefe,  preaching  and  confirming  frnm  church  to  church,  fo  that  brfore  the  return  of 
the  Irtviinial  vrfitation,  he  became  w>:ll  acquainted  with  the  behaviour  of  eiery  incumbcRt.  He  preached' 
every  Sunday  hfonte  church  of  the  city  of  Saliftury  ;  catechifed  and  infttufled  ita  youlh  for  confirmation  ( 


waamoft  vigdant  and  ftrift  in  hit  ex  am  in  at  ion  of  candidates  for  holy  orderi;  was  an  invincible  enemy  to  plu- 
nttliet,  and  of  coBtfc  to  non^refidenis  ;  filled  his  office  wit-li  worth  and  dignity,  and  by  his  epifcopal  me' 
riu,  it  i*  to  be  hoped,  may  have  Moncd  for  the  acknowledged  UemiJIict  in  liit  biofrapbical  ckanttn. 
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To  ibis  feafible  account  of  the  church  of  North  Britain,  I  beg  leave  to  add  another, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  fupplement,  and  may  ferve  to  fling  light  on  feme 
points  untouched  in  the  preceding ;  it  is  the  extraS  from  an  anfwer  to  fome  queries  I 
lent  a  worthy  correfpondent  in  the  Highlands,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  many  fen- 
fible  communications : 

*'  To  apprehend  well  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  church  patroiiage  and  mode  of  fettle- 
moit,  we  muft  briefly  view  this  matter  from  the  Reformation.  At  that  remarkable 
period  the  whole  temporalities  of  the  church  were  refumed  by  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment ;  and  foon  after  a  new  maintenance  was  fettled  for  minifters  in  about  gdo  parifiies. 
The  patrons  of  the  old,  fplendid  popifh  livings,  ftill  claimed  a  patronage  in  the  new- 
modelled  poor  ftipends  for  parirti  minifters.  The  lords  or  gentlemen,  who  got  from 
the  crown  grants  of  the  fuperiorities  and  lands  of  old  abbies,  claimed  alfo  the  patronage 
of  all  the  churches  which  were  in  the  gift  of  thofc  abbies  during  popery.  The  King 
too  claimed  the  old  patronage  of  the  crown,  and  thofe  of  any  ecclefiaflic  corporations 
not  granted  away. 

*'  Lay.patronages  were  reckoned  always  a  great  grievance  by  the  church  of  Scotland; 
and  accordingly  from  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  the  church  declared  againft 
lay-patronage  and  prefent  ations.  The  ecclefiaftic  laws,  or  a^s  of  aflerabty,  confirmed  at 
laJt  by  parliament,  required,  in  order  to  the  fettlement  of  a  mtnifter,  fome  concurrence 
of  the  congregation,  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  property  within  the  cure,  and  of  the 
eldere  of  the  parifti. 

"  'Ihe  elders,  or  kirk  fefEon,  are  a  number  of  perfons  who,  for  thdr  wifdom,  piety,- 
and  knowledge,  are  eleded  from  the  body  of  the  people  in  every  parifli,  and  continue 
for  \ihfefe  bene  gerentibusj  to  aflift  the  parith  minifter  in  fuppremng  immoralities,  and 
regulating  the  a^rs  of  the  parifh.  I'hree  of  thefe  men  and  a  minifter  make  a  quorum, 
and  form  the  loweft  of  our  church  courts.     " 

"  Thus  mattei-3  continued  to  the  year  1649,  when  by  a£t  of  parliament  patronages 
were  aboliftied  entirely,  and  the  eledion  or  nomination  of  minifters  was  committed  to 
the  kirk  feftion  or  elders ;  who,  in  thofe  days  of  univerfal  fobriety  and  outward  appear* 
ance  at  leaft  of  religion  among  the  prefbyterians,  were  generally  the  gentlemen  of  beft 
condition  in  the  parilh  who  were  in  communion  with  the  church.  After  the  reftoration 
q{  King  Charles  II.,  along  with  epifcopacy  patronages  returned,  yet  under  the  old  laws ; 
and  all  debates  were. Anally  determinable  by  the  general  alTembly,  which  even  under 
epifcopacy  in  Scotland  was  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftic  court.  Thus  they  continued  till 
the  Revolution,  when  the  prefbyterian  model  was  reftored  by  iSt  of  parliament. 

*'  The  people  chofe  their  own  minifters,  and  nutters  continued  in  this  form  till  tha 
year  1711,  when  Queen  Anne's  miniftry  intending  to  defeat  the  Hanover  fucceflion^ 
took  all,  methods  to  harnifs  fuch  as  were  firmly  attached  to  it,  which  the  Prefbyterian  ' 
gentry  and  clergy  ever  were,  both  from  principle  and  intereft.  An  a£l  therefore  was 
obtained,  and  which  is  ftill  in  force,  reftoring  patrons  to  their  power .  of  ele^ng 
minifters. 

"  By  this  aft  the  King  is  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  patronage  of  above  500  churches 
out  of  950,  having  not  only  the  old  rights  of  the  crown,  but  many  patronages  acquired 
at  the  Reformation  not  vet  alienated ;  all  the  patronages  of  the  fourteen  Scots  bilhops, 
and  all  the  patronages  of  the  lords  and  gentlemen  forfeited  in  the  years  1715  and  1 745. 
Lords,  gentlemen,  and  magiftrates  of  boroughs,  are  ^he  patrons  of  the  remaii^g 
churches.  A  patron  mud  prefent  a  qualified  perfon  to  a  charge  within  fix  months  of 
the  laft  incumbent's  removal  or  death,  otherwife  bis  right  fells  to  rfie  preft)ytery. 

VOL.  HI.      -      .  3  T  "A  pref- 
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*'  A  prdbytery  confilb  of  feveral  mlnhters  and  elders.  All  parilhes  vre  annexed  to 
fome  pretbytery.  The  prefbytery  is  the  fecond  church  court,  and  they  revife  the  ads  of 
the  kirk-Itfiion,  which  is  the  loweft.  Above  the  prefbytery  is  the  fynod,  which  is  a 
a  court  confiiling  of  feveral  prefbyteries,  and  from  all  thefe  there  lies  an  appeal  to  the 
general  affembly,  which  is  the  fupreme  church  court  in  Scotland.  This  fupreme  court 
confift^of  the  King  reprefented  by  his  comtniffioner,  minifters  from  the  different  pref- 
byteries,  and  ruling  elders.  They  meet  annually  at  Edinburgh,  enaft  laws  for  the 
good  of  the  church,  and  finally  determine  all  controverted  eledions  of  minifters.  They 
can  prevent  a  clergyman's  tranfportation  from  one  charge  to  another.  They  can  find 
a  prefentee  qualified  or  unqualified,  and  confequently  oblige  the  patron  to  prefent 
another.  They  can  depofe  from  the  minillry,  and  every  intrant  into  holy  orders  be- 
comes  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  decifions  of  this  court ;  which,  from  the  days  of  our  re- 
former  John  Knox,  has  appropriated  to  iifelf  the  titles  of  "  The  very  venerable  and  very 
reverend  Afiembly"  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

*'  All  the  clergymen  of  our  communion  are  upon  a  par  as  to  authority.  We  can  enjoy 
no  pluralities.  Non-refidence  is  not  known.  We  are  bound  to  a  regular  difcharge  of  the 
feveral  duties  of  our  office.  The  different  cures  are  frequently  vifited  by  the  prefbytery 
of  the  bounds  i  and  at  thefe  vifitations  ftrift  enquiry  is  made  into  the  life,  doilrine, 
and  diligence  of  the  incumbent.  And  for  default  in  any  of  thefe,  he  may  be  fufpended 
from  preaching  j  or  if  any  grofs  immorality  is  proved  againft  him,  he  can  be  imme- 
diately depofed  and  rendered  incapable  of  officiating  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel.  Ap- 
peal indeed  lies,  as  I  faid  before,  from  the  decifion  of  the  inferior  to  the  fupreme  court. 

"  Great  care  is  taken  in  preparing  young  men  for  the  miniftry.  After  going  through 
a  courfe  of  philofophy  in  one  of  our  four  univerfities,  they  muft  attend  at  lealt  for  four 
years  the  divinity  hall,  where  they  hear  the  preleftions  of  the  profeffors,  and  perform 
the  different  exercifes  prefcribed  them  :  they  mull  attend  the  Greek,  the  Hebrew,  and 
rhetoric  claffes  j  and  before  ever  they  are  admitted  to  trials  for  the  miniftry  before 
a  prefbytery,  they  mufl  lay  teftimonials  from  the  different  profeffors  of  their  morals, 
their  attendance,  their  progrefs,  before  them ;  and  if  upon  trial  they  are  found  unqua- 
lified, they  are  either  fet  afide  as  unfit  for  the  office,  or  enjoined  to  apply  to  thdrflu- 
dies  a  year  or  two  more. 

*'  Our  livings  are  in  general  from  6ol.  to  1 20I.  fterling.  Some  few  livings  are  richer, 
and  a  few  poorer.  Every  minifter  befides  is  entitled  to  a  manfion-houfe,  bam,  and 
Aable ;  to  four  acres  of  arable  and  three  of  padurage  land.  Our  livings  are  exempted 
from  alt  public  duties ;  as  are  alfo  our  perfons  from  alt  public  ftatute-works.  As 
iciiools  are  ere^ed  in  all  our  parifhes,  and  that  education  is  cheap,  our  young  genera- 
tion is  beginning  to  imbibe  fome  degree  of  tafte  and  liberal  feotiment  unknown  to  their 
illiterate  rude  forefathers.  The  Englifh  language  is  cultivated  even  here  amongft  thefe 
bleak  and  dreary  mountains.  Tour  divines,  your  philofophers,  your  hiftoiians,  your 
poets,  have  found  their  way  to  our  fequeftered  vales,  and  are  perufed  with  pleafure 
even  by  our  lowly  fwains ;  and  the  names  of  TiUotfon,  of  Atterbury,  of  Clarke,  of 
Seeker,  of  Newton,  of  Locke,  of  Bacon,  of  Lyttelton,  of  Dryden,  of  Pope,  of  Gay,  and 
of  Gray,  are  not  u^nown  in  our  diflant  land." 
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APPENDIX— Number  H. 

O/tbe  Fama  Clamo/a. 

hj  the  RcT.  Mr.  RuTHiarOB*. 

••  SIR, 
*'  WHEN  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  laft,  you  d^ired  me  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  church  of  Scotland  againft  the  minifler  in  cafe  of  a 
fama  chmofa.  I  would  think  myftlf  happy  if  I  could  in  tiie  leaft  contribute  to  affift  you 
in  your  laudable  defign  of  diffufing  knowledge,  and  of  making  one  part  of  the  kingdom 
acquainted  with  the  manners  and  culloms  of  the  other.  You  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  church  courts,  and  the  method  of  proceeding  in  ordinary  cafes,  as  I  find  from  your 
Tour.  An  appeal  can  be  made  from  a  feflion  to  a  preft>ytery,  from  a  prefbytery  to  a 
fynod,  from  a  fynod  to  the  general  afTembly,  which  is  the  fupreme  court,  and  from  its 
decifion  there  lies  no  appeal.  Any  perfon  who  is  of  a  good  chara£ter,  may  give  to  the 
prefbytery  a  complaint  againft  one  of  their  members  ;  but  the  prefbytery  is  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  citation  of  the  perfon  accufed,  or,  as  we  term  it,  to  begin  the  procefs,  until 
the  accufer  under  his  hand  gives  tn  the  complaint,  with  fome  account  of  its  probatnlity, 
and  undertakes  to  make  out  the  libel,  under  the  pain  of  being  confidered  as  a  Handerer. 
When  fuch  an  accufation  is  brought  before  them,  they  are  obliged  candidly  to  examine 
the  afiair.  But,  befides  this,  the  prefbytery  confiders  itfetf  obliged  to  proceed  againft 
any  of  its  members,  if  zfama  clamofa  of^the  fcandal  is  fo  great  that  they  cannot  be  vin- 
dicated, unlefs  they  begin  the  procefe.  This  they  can  do  without  any  particular  accufer, 
ai'ter  they  have  enquired  into  the  rife,  occafion,  and  authors  of  this  report.  It  is  a 
masim  in  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  that  religion  mud  fuffer  if  the  fcandalous  or  immoral 
aftions  of  a  minifter  are  not  correfted.  And  wherever  a  minifter  is  reputed  guilty  of 
any  immorality,  (ahhough  before  the  moll  popular  preacher  in  the  kingdom)  none 
almoft  will  attend  upon  his  miniftry  \  therefore  the  prefbytery,  for  the  fake  of  religion, 
is  obliged  to  proceed  agunft  a  minifter  in  cafe  of  2.fima  elamofa.  This  however  is  ge< 
nerally  done  with  great  tendemefs.  After  they  have  conlidered  the  report  raifed  againft 
him,  then  they  order  him  to  be  cited,  draw  out  a  full  copy  of  what  is  reported,  with  a 
lift  of  the  witneffes'  Dames  to  be  led  for  proving  tliis  altegadon.  He  is  now  to  be  for- 
mally fummoned  to  appear  before  them  ;  and  he  has  warning  given  him,  at  leaft  teq 
days  before  the  time  of  his  compearance,  to  give  in  his  anfwers  to  what  is  termed  the 
libel ;  and  the  names  of  the  wime^Tes  ought  alfo  to  be  fent  him.  If  at  the  time  appointed 
the  minifter  appear,  the  libel  is  to  be  read  to  him,  and  his  anfwers  are  alfo  to  be  read. 
If  the  -libel  be  found  relevant,  then  the  prefbytery  is  to  endeavour  to  bring  him  to  a 
confellion.  If  the  matter  confelTed  be  of  a  fcandalous  nature,  fuch  as  uncleannefs,  the 
prefbytery  generally  depofe  him  from  his  office,  and  appoint  him  in  due  time  to  appear 
before  the  congregation  where  the  fcandal  was  given,  and  to  make  public  confeflion  of 
his  crime  anJ  repentance. 

**  If  a  minifter  abfent  himfelf  by  leaving  the  place,  and  be  contumacious,  without 
making  any  relevant  excufe,  a  new  citation  is  given  him,  and  intimation  is  made  at  his 
own  church  when  the  congregation  is  met,  that  he  is  to  be  holden  as  confelTed,  iince 
he  refufed  to  appear  before  them ;  and  accordingly  he  is  depofed  from  his  office. 
When  I  was  in  Caithnet^  aninftanceof  thiskind  took  place.  A  certam  mini'ter  of  that 
county  was  reported  to  have  a  ftronger  affeSion  for  his  maid  than  his  wife.  He  made 
frequent  excurfions  with  this  girl ;  and  although  no  proof  of  criminal  converfntion 
could  be  brought,  yet  there  was  great  caufe  for  cenfure,  as  all  the  country  took  notice 
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of  the  affair.  Upon  meeting  of  the  prefbytery,  his  brethren  candidly  advifed  him  to 
remove  from  his  houfe  a  fervant  with  whom  the  public  report  had  fcandalized  him  ;  that 
her  fonger  csntinuance  would  increafe  the  fufpicion  ;  and  as  it  gave  offence  to  his  pa- 
riftiioners,  if  he  would  not  immediately  difniifs  her,  they  rauft  confider  him  as  an  enemy 
to  his  own  intereft,if  notas  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge.  They  remonftniled 
with  him  In  the  gentleft  terms }  but  he  was  ftill  refradory,  left  the  country,  and  carried 
his  favourite  maid  in  his  train.  The  prefcytery  confidered  this  as  a  conJFeffion  of  his' 
guilt,  and  depofed  him  from  his  ofSce." 


APPENDIX.— Number  UI. 

Gaiic  Proverbi. 

1.  LEAGHAIDH  a  cbiir  am  hiul  an  anmbuinn. 

Juftice  itfelf  melts  away  in  the  mouth  of  the  feeble. 
3.  'S  liidir  a  tbiid,  's  anmhtmn  a  th'ig. 

The  ftroDg  fliall  fall,  and  oft  the  weak  efcape  unhurt. 

3.  'Sfada  limh  anfbiumanaich- 
Long  is  the  hand  of  the  needy. 

4.  '5  laidir  an  t'  anmhunn  un  ucbd  trebir. 
Strong  is  the  feeble  in  the  bofom  of  might. 

5.  'S  maith  ah  Sgdtban  titil  carraid.    • 

The  eye  of  a  friend  is  an  unerring  mirror. 

6.  Cba  bhi  'm  bocbd  tigb-ar  faibbir. 

The  luxurious  poor  (hall  ne'er  be  rich. 

7.  Far  an  titn'  an  abbwn,  's  inn  as  migba  aftU^m. 
Mod  fhallow — moft  noify. 

8.  Cba  neil  cHith  air  an  ok,  ach  gun  a  dhianamb. 
There  is  no  concealment  of  evil,  but  not  to  commit  It. 

9. ,  dbbt  ua  cloinne-blgey  bhi  'ga  tiiri  *j  ga  gradiarraidb. 
The  gift  of  a  child,  oft  granted— o»  recalled. 

1  o.  Cba  neil/aoi  gun  a  cboi-meoi. 
None  fo  brave  without  his  equal. 

1 1.  'S  niimc  a  ihatnig  combairlie  gbtic  a  biul  atnadain. 

Oft  has  the  wifeft  advice  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  folly. 

12.  Tuijhlicbid an  t*  each  ceiihir-chafacb. 

The  f«ur.footed  horfe  doth  often  ftumble,  fo  may  the  ftrong  and  mighty  fall. 

1 3.  Mar  a  cbaimhas  duin*  a  bbeatha,  bbeir  e  breitb  air  a  cbVim-bearfnacbi 
As  is  a  man's  own  life,  fo  is  his  judgment  of  the  lives  of  others. 

1 4.  Fanaidb  duine  slna'  re  sitb,  'j  bbeir  dutne  dina  dul-leutiu 

The  fortunate  man  awaits,  and  he  fliall  arrive  in  peace  j  the  unlucky  haftens, 
and  evil  fliall  be  his  fate. 

*   ,      '  15.  Cba 
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15.  Cha  do  chiiir  a  gbuala  ris^  nacb  do  cbutr  tuar  barii, 
Succefs  mufl  attend  the  man  vho  bravely  ftruggles. 

16.  Cba  gbliir  a  dbearabbai  ach  griiomb. 

Triumph  never  gain'd  the  founding  words  of  boaft. 

17.  '5  trie  a  dh'  Jh^s  amfuigheal-fQcbaid,  *j  a  mbeitbamfmgbeal-faramaid. 
Oft  has  the  objed  of  caufelefs  fcom  arrived  at  honour,  and  the  once  mighty 

fcorner  fallen  down  to  contempt. 

1 8.  Cba  do  deiobair  Feann  rigb  nan  liecb  rtambfiar  a  lUmbe-deife. 

The  friend  of  bis  right  hand  was  never  deferted  by  Fingal,  the  king  of 
Jieroes. 

19.  Tb'lg  Dia  re  h*  aire,  's  eba  *»  aire  nar  tbig* 

God  Cometh  in  thetimeofdiftrelSjand  it  is  no  longer  dillrefs  when  He  comes. 

EPITAPH,  by  Ben  Jonson. 

UNDERNEATH  this  marble  hearie 
Lies  the  fubjeS  of  all  verfe  ; 
Sidney's  filler,  Pembroke's  mother : 
Death,  ere  thou  haft  kill'd  another. 
Fair  and  leam'd,  and  good  as  Ihe, 
■    Hme  fliall  throw  a  dart  at  thee. 

Tranflated  into  Galic. 
AN  flu)  na  luighe  fo  ric-Hghe 

Ha  adh-bheann  nan  uille-bhuadb, 
Mathair  Phembrofce,  jwuthar  Philip  : 

Ans  gach  Daan  bith' orra  luadh. 
A  bhais  man  gearr  thu  fios  a  coi-meas, 

Beann  a  dreach,  fa  h' juil,  fa  fiach, 
BrifUdh  do  bhoeh,  gun  fhave  do  fhaighid : 
Bithi*— roar  nach  bith'  tu  riamh. 

A  SAILOR'S  EPITAPH,  in  the  Cburch.yard  of  Gre^tTarmouth,  Norfolk. 

THO*  Boreas'  blow  and  Neptune's  waves 

Have  toft  me  to  and  fro, 
.   By  God's  decree,  you  plainly  fee, 

I'm  harbour'd  here  below :. 
Where  I  muft  at  anchor  lye 

With  many  of  our  fleet ; 
But  once  again  we  muft  fet  fail. 

Our  admiral  Chrift  to  meet. 

Tranflated  into  Galic 

LE  Uddal-cuain,  's  le  flidde  Gaoidh 

'S  lionmhor  amhra  thour  mi  riamh  } 
Gam  luaiga  a  niil  agus  a  n^l, 

Gu  trie  gun  ffaois,  gun  Deoch,  gun  Uiadhi 
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Acb  thanig  mi  gu  calta  taimfa, 

'S  leg  mi  m*  achdair  ans  ua  uir. 
Far  ah  caidil  mi  mo  phramh, 

Gu8  arifd  an  tog  na  fiiill. 
Le  guth  na  troimp'  as  airde  f^aim 

Das  gidh  mi,   s  na  bheil  am  choir 
Coimiicn*  Oiin  Ard-admhiral  a  Chuain 

Bhon  £uth  fliin  fols,  is  duals,  is  Idmu 

SAPPHO*8  ODE. 
BLEST  as  the  immoital  gods  is  he. 
The  youth  who  fondly  fits  by  thee,  &c. 

Tranllated  into  Galic. 

I.  'ADHMHUR  mar  dbia  neo  bhirmhor  'ta 
'N  t'oglach  gu  caidreach  a  fliuis  re  d*  fqa : 
Sa  chluin,  fa  cblth  re  faad  na  hilin 
Do  bbriara  droigheal,  *s  do  f hrea  gradh  ctltn. 

3.  Och !  's  tnrr  a  d*  f  hogair  thu  mo  chbrs 

*Sa  dfauifg  thu  'm  croidh'  gach  buaireas  bochd : 
'N  tradhearc  mi  ort,  s'  me  goint  le 't  aadh 
Bhuail  reachd  am  ucbd,  ghrad  mheath  mo  chail : 

3.  Theogh  'm  aigne  arh,  is  (hriith  gu  dian 
Teafghradh  air  (eadh  gach'  baal  am  bhiann  : 
Ghrad  chaoch  mo  Ihuil  le  ceodhan  uain 

'S  lac  aotdh  mo  chluas  le  bothar-fhuaim. 

4.  Chuer  fallas  'tlath  mo  bhuil  gun  liith 
Rith  Eal-ghris  chuin  tre  m*  f  huit  gu  dlu. 
Ghrad  thug  am  plofg  a  bheannachd  teom 

Is  ihniomh  mi  Ibeach  gun'  diog  am  chdmm. 

EPITAPH  on  a  LADY,  in  the  PariOi-church  of  Glenorchay,  in  North  Britain. 

I.-  AN  flio  na  liiigh  ta  hn  Innis 

Bean  bu  duilich  leom  bhi  anh 

Beul  a  cfaeuil,  is  lamb  a  ghrinnis. 

Ha  iad  'nioflie  iho  nan  tamh. 
s.  Tuill'  cha  toir  am  bochd  dhuit  beannachd : 

An  tom  nochd  cha  chtuthaich  thu  nis  mo' 

Cha  tiormaicb  d^ur  bl^o  fljuil  na  h'ainnis: 

Co  tuill'  O  Lagg !  a  bheir  dhuit  treoir  ? 
3.  Chan  fhaic  Ihin  tuitle  thu.  fa  choinni : 

Cha  fuidh  fl)in  tqille  air  do  bhdrd  :. 

D'fhalabh  uain  fuaircns,  Rirc  is  mbdhaA 

Ha  br  j)h  's  bVmtiuIad  air  teacbd  oiru. 

In 
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In  Englilb. 

I.  LOW  (he  lies  here  in  the  dud,  and  here  memory  fills  me  with  grief:  filent  is  the 
tongue  of  melody,  and  the  hand  of  elegance  is  now  at  reft. 

3.  No  more  (hall  the  poor  give  thee  his  bteffing  ;  nor  (hall  the  naked  be  \rarmed 
with  the  fleece  of  thy  flock.  '1  ne  tear  (halt  thou  not  wipe  away  from  the  eye  of  the 
wretched.     Where  now,  O  Feeble,  is  thy  wonted  help ! 

3.  No  more,  my  fair,  (hall  we  meet  thee  in  the  focial  hall ;  no  more  (hall  we  fit  at 
thy  hofpiiable  board.  Gone  for  ever  is  the  found  of  mirth :  the  kind,  the  candid,  the 
meek  is  now  no  more.    Who  can  exprefs  our  grief  ?  Flow  ye  tears  of  woe ! 

A  YOUNG  LADY'S  LAMENTATION  on  the  DEATH  of  her  LOVER. 
Tranflated  from  the  Galic. 

GLOOMY  indeed  is  the  night  and  dark,  and  heavy  alfo  is  my  troubled  foul : 
around  me  all  is  filent  and  ftill ;  but  fleep  has  forfaken  my  eyes,  and  my  bofom 
knoweth  not  the  balm  of  peace.  I  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  the  de-jd— the  young,  the 
beauteous,  the  brave,  alas  !  lies  low.  Lovely  was  thy  form,  O  youth  !  lovely  and  fair 
was  thy  open  foul !  —Why  did  I  know  thy  worth  f — Oh !  why  muft  I  now  that  worth 
deplore  ? 

Length  of  years  feemed  to  be  the  lot  of  my  love,  yet  few  and  fleeting  were  his  days 
of  joy.  Strong  he  flood  as  the  tree  of  the  vale,  but  untimely  he  fell  into  the  filent 
houfe.  The  morning  fun  faw  thee  flourifti  as  the  lovely  rofci  before  the  noon-tide 
heat  low  thou  droop'lt  as  the  withered  plant. 

What  then  availed  thy  bloom  of  youth,  and  what  thy  arm  of  ftrength  ?  Ghaftly  is 
the  faceof  Love— dim  and  dark  the  foul-expreffing  eye— The  mighty  fell  to  arife  no 
more! 

Whom  now  ftiall  I  call  niy  fritnd  ?  or  from  whom  can  I  hear  the  found  of  joy  ?  In 
thee  the  fnend  has  fallen-  in  ihy  grave  my  joy  is  laid.— We  lived,  we  grew  together. 
O  why  together  did  we  not  alfo  fjll ! 

Death,  thou  cruel  fpoiler  !  how  oft  haft  thou  caufed  the  tear  to  flow !  many  are  the 
miferable  thou  haft  made,  and  who  can  efcape  thy  dart  of  woe  ? 
•   Rind  Fate,  come  lay  me  low,  and  bring  me  to  my  houfe  of  reft.    In  yonder  grave, 
beneath  the  leafy  plane,  my  love  and  1  fliall  dwell  in  peace.    Sacred  be  the  place  of  our 
repofe. 

O  feek  not  to  difturb  the  aOies  of  the  dead. 

APPENDIX.— Number  IV. 

Account  of  the  Fa/iing  Woman  of  Rofsjbire. 

Dunrnbin,  Auguft  14,  1769. 
The  InromatioB  of  Mr.  Ra!ny>',MiJBoaar7-Mioifleri  Id  Kincirdmc,  anent  Katherine  M'Leod. 

KATHARINE  MCLEOD,  daughter  to  Donald  M'Leod,  former  in  Crolg,  in  the, 
pariOi  of  Kincaraine,  Rofs(hire,  an  unmarried  woman,  aged  about  thirty.Bve  years,  fix- 
teen  years  ago  contracted  a  fever,  afier  whkh  (he  became  blind..    Her  father  carried  her 
to  feveral  pbyiicians  aodliirgeous  to  cure  ^r  blindae(s.    Their  prefcriptions  proved  of 
14  .no 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


53^  PSNNAHT's   6EC0HD  TOUR   IK   SCOTLAKO. 

no  efieft.  He  carried  her  alfo  to' a  lady  fldtled  in  phyfic,  in  the  n^ghbourhood,'who, 
doubtful  whether  her  blindnefs  was  occafioned  by  the  w^nels  of  her  eye-lids,  or  a  de. 
fed  in  her  eyes,  found  by  the  ufe  of  fome  raedianes  that  (he  blindnefs  was  occafioqed 
by  a  weaknefs  in  her  eye-Itds,  which  being  Arengthened,  fhe  recovered  her  fight  in 
fome  meafure,  and  difcharged  as  ufual  every  kind  of  work  about  her  father's  farm  : 
but  tied*a  garter  tight  round  her  forehead  to  keep  up  her  eye-lids.  In  this  condition  flic 
continued  for  four  or  five  years,  enjoying  a  good  flate  of  health*  and  working  as  ufual. 
Shecontrafted  another  lingering  fever,  of  which  (he  never  recovered  perfeflly. 

Sometime  after  her  fever  her  jaws  fell,  her  eye-lids  clofed,  and  (he  loll  her  appetite. 
Her  parents  declare,  that,  for  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  three-quarters  they  could  not  fay 
that  any  meat  or  liquid  went  down  her  throat.  Being  interrogated  on  this  point,  they 
owned  they  very  frequently  put  fomething  into  her  mouth :  but  they  concluded  that 
nothing  went  down  her  throat,  becaufe  fhe  had  no  evacuation  }  and  when  they  forced 
open  her  jaws  at  one  time,  and  kept  them  open  for  fome  time  by  putting  in  a  fUck  be- 
'tween  her  teeth,  and'pulled  forward  her  tongue,  and  forced  fomething  down  her  throat, 
fhe  coughed  and  (trained,  as  if  in  danger  to  be  choaked.  One  thinr,  during  the  time 
(he  eat  and  drank  nothing,  is  remarkable  that  her  jaws  were  unlocked,  and  fhe  recover- 
ed  her  fpeech,  and  retained  it  for  feveral  days,  without  any  apparent  caufe  for  the  fame ; 
(he  was  quite  fenfible,  repeated  feveral  quellions  of  the  fhorter  catechifms ;  told  them  that 
it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  put  any  thing  into  her  mouth,  for  that  nothing  went  down  her 
throat :  as  alfo  that  fometimes  fhe  underftood  them  when  they  fpoke  to  her.  By  de- 
grees her  jaws  thereafter  fell,  and  (he  loft  her  fpeech. 

Sometime  before  I  faw  her  (he  received  fome  fgftenance,  whey,  water-gruei,  &c.  but 
threw  it  up,  at  leafi:  for  the  moft  part,  immediately.  When  they  put  the  Rick  be- 
tween her  teeth,  mentioned  above,  two  or  three  of  her  teeth  were  broken.  It  was  at 
this  breach  theyput  in  any  thing  into  her  mouth.  1  caufed  them  to  bring  her  out  of 
bed,  and  give  her  fomething  to  drink.  They  gave  her  »  hey.  Her  neck  was  contract* 
ed,  her  chin  fixed  on  herbreaft,  nor  could  by  any  force  be  pulled  back:  (he  put  her 
chin  and  mouth  into  the  di(h  with  the  whey,  and  I  perceived  (he  fucked  tt  at  the  above* 
mentioned  breach  as  a  child  would  fuck  the  breaft,  and  immediately  threw  it  up  again,' 
as  herparents  had  told  me  (he  ufed  to  do,  and  (he  endeavoured  with  her  hand  to  dry 
her  mouth  and  chin.  Her  forehead  was  contra£ted  and  wrinkled :  her  cheeks  full, 
red,  and  blooming.  Her  parents  told  me  that  fhe  (lept  a  great  deal,  and  foundly,  per* 
fpir^d  fometimes,  and  now  and  then  emitted  pretty  large  qnantities  of  blood  at  her 
mouth. 

For  about  two  years  pad  they  have  been  wont  to  carry  her  to  the  door  once  every 
day,  and  (he  would  (hew  figns  of  uneafinefs  when  they  neglected  it  at  the  ufual  time. 
iafl  fummer,  after  giving  her  to  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Sirathcotmen,  (he 
crawled  to  the  door  on  her  hands  and  fe^t  without  any  help.  She  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  - 
languid  way,  and  Ai!l  throws  up  what  (he  drinks. 

APPENDIX.— Number  V. 
Parallel  Roads  in   Glen-Roy, 

ALL  the  defcripiion  that  can  be  given  of  the  parallel  roads,  or  terraces,  is,  that  the 
Glen  of  itfelf  is  extremely  narrow,  and  the  hills  on  each  fide  very  high,  and  generally 
not  rocky.  In  the  face  of  thefe  hills,  both  fides  of  the  Glen,  there  are  three  roads  at 
ijnajl  diAances  from  each  other,  and  dh-efUy  oppofite  on  each  fide.     Thefe  rpads  have 

been 
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been  meafured  in  the  completed  parts  of  them,  and  found  to  be  26  paces  of  a  man  five 
fet't  ten  inches  high.  The  two  highed  are  pfetty  near  each  other,  about  ;  o  yards,  and 
the  lowed  double  that  didance  from  the  neared  to  ic  They  are  carried  along  the  fides 
of  the  Glen  with  the  utmod  regularity,  nearly  as  exad  as  if  drawn  with  a  line  of  rule 
and  compafs. 

Where  deep  bums  or  gullies  of  water  cofs  thefe  roads,  they  avoid  both  the  defcent 
and  afcent  in  a  very  curious  manner  ;  lb  that  on  the  fide  where  th'^  roac.-.  "liters  thofe 
hollows,  they  rather  afcend  along  ihe  /lope,  and  defccnd  the  oppOilte  fide  until  they 
come  to  the  level,  without  the  traveller  being  fenfible  of  afcent  or  defcent.  There  are 
other  finaller  glens  falling  into  this  Glen-Koy.  The  parallel  roads  furrounj  all  th  fe 
fmaller  ones  j  but  where  Glen-Roy  ends  in  ihe  open  country,  there  are  not  the  fmullefl 
vediges  of  them  to  le  feen.  The  length  of  thefe  roads  in  Glen-Roy  are  about  feven 
mi'es.  There  are  other  two  glensin  that  neighbourhood,  where  thefe  roads  are  equally 
vifible,  called  Glen  Gluy,  and  Glen-Spean,  the  former  running  north-weft  and  the 
•  latter  fouth  from  Glen  Roy,  Both  thefe  roads  are  much  about  the  fame  len^^ih  as 
Glen- Roy. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  thefe  roads  are  not '  caufeway,  but  levelled  out  of  the  earth. 
There  are  fome  fmall  rocks,  though  few,  in  the  courle  of  th?fe  roads.  People  have 
examined  in  what  manner  they  made  this  padage  through  the  rocks,  and  find  no  vet- 
tige  of  roads  in  the  rock  ;  but  they  begin  on  each  fide,  ard  keep  the  reguUr  line  as  for* 
merly.     So  far  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Trapaud,  Governor  of  Fort  Auguftus. 

I  cannot  learn  to  what  nation  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  attribute  thefe  roads :  I 
vas  informed  that  they  were  inaccellible  at  the  ead  end,  open  at  the  weft,  or  that 
neared  to  the  fea,  and  that  there  were  no  traces  of  buildings,  or  Druidical  remains,  in 
any  part,  that  could  lead  us  to  fafpeft  that  they  were  defigned  for  ceconomical  or  reli- 
gious purpofes.  The  country  people  think  they  were  defigned  for  the  chace,  and 
that  thel'e  terraces  were  made  after  the  fpots  were  cleared  in  lines  from  wood,  in  order 
to  tempt  the  animals  into  the  open  paths  after  they  were  rouzed  in  order  that  they  might 
come  within  reach  of  the  bowmen,  who  might  conceal  thcmfelves  in  the  woods  above 
and  below-  Ridings  for  the  fportfmen  are  (till  common  in  all  great  forefts  in  France ' 
and  other  countries  on  the  continent,  either  that  they  might  purfue  the  game  without 
interruption  of  trees,  or  fiioot  at  it  in  its  palTage. 

Mr.  Gor  on,  p..i  14,  of  his  Iniinerary,  mentions  fuch  terraces,  to  the  number  of 
feventeen  or  eighteen,  raifed  one  above  the  other  in  the  moft  regular  manner,  for  the 
fpace  of  a  mile,  on  the  fide  of  a  hid,  in  the  county  of  Tweedale,  near  a  village  called 
Rcmana,  and  alfo  near  two  fmall  Roman  camps.  They  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
feet  broad,  and  appear  at  four  or  five  miles  diltance  not  unlike  a  great  amphitheatre. 
The  fame  gentleman  alfo  has  obferved  fimilar  terraces  near  other  camps  of  the  fame 
naiion,  fi'om  whence  he  fufpefts  them  to  be  the  works  of  the  Romans,  and  to  have 
been  thrown  up  by  their  armies  for  itinerary  encampments.  Such  may  have  been  their 
■fe  in  thofe  places  :  but  what  could  have  been  the  objeft  of  the  contrivers  of  the  ter- 
races of  Glen-Roy,  where  it  is  more  than  probable-  thofe  conquerors  never  came,  re- 
mains a  mydery,  except  the  conjefture  above  given  fliould  prove  fatisfaftory.- 
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APPENDIX.— Number  VI. 

Of  Slough  Doggs. 

SIR  'William  Lawfon,  and  Sir  William  Hutton,  Knights,  two  of  his  MajelUes  Com- 
miflioners  for  the  MiddUfliires  of  Great  Britain.  To  John  Mufgrave  the  Provoft  Mar- 
fliall,  and  the  reft  of  his  Majefties  garryfon,  fend  falutations.  Whereas,  upon  due' 
consideration  of  the  increafe  of  Healths  dayly  growing  both  in  deed  and  reporte  among; 
you  on  the  borders.  We  formerly  concluded  and  agreed,  that,  for  reforming  thereor,- 
watches  fliould  be  felt,  and  flough  doggs  provyded  and  kept,  according  to  the  contents  of 
his  Majeiiies  direftions  to  us  in  that  behalf  prefcribed.  And  for  that,  according  to  our 
fdd  agreement.  Sir  William  Hutton,  at  his  laft  being  in  the  country,  did  appoint  how 
the  watches  Oiould  be  kept,  when  and  where  they  fhould  begin,  and  how  they  might- 
beft  and  moft  fitly  continue.  And  withail  for  the  bettering  nis  Majefties  fervyce,  and 
preventing  further  danger  that  might  enfue  by  the  outlaws,  in  refortinge  to  the  houfes  ■ 
of  Thomas  Routledge,  alias  Baylihead,  being  neere  and  next  adjoyninge  to  the  wayfts, . 
he  himfelfe  beinge  fled  amongfl  them,  (as  it  is  reported)  order  and  direffion  was  lyke- 
wife,  that  feme  of  the  garryfon  fliould  keepe  and  refyde  in  his  the  faid  Thomas  Rout- 
ledge's  houfes,  and  there  to  remaine  till  further  direftions  be  given  them,  unlefle  he  the  " 
faia  Thomas  Routledge  fliall  come  in  and  enter  himfelfe  anfwerable  to  his  Majeftyes 
lawes,  as  is  convenient.  Further,  by  virtue  of  our  authority  from  his  Majefty  to  us  di- 
reded,  touching  the  border  fervyce.  We  command  you  that  the  faid  watches  be  duely 
fearched  as  was  appointed,  and  prefentment  to  us,  or  th'  one  of  us,  be  mad  of  every  de* 
fault,  either  in  conftables  for  their  negJefl  in  not  fettinge  yt  fourth,  or  in  any  perfons  ■ 
flyppinge  or  negleflinge  their  dutyes  therein.  And  that  you  likewyfe  fee  that  flough  ^ 
doggs  be  provyded  accordlnge  to  our  former  dtreflions,  and  as  this  note  to  this  war- 
rant annexed  particularly  fetts  down.  Faile  yee  not  hereof,  as  you  will  anfwer  the  con- 
trarye  at  your  perrills.     Given  under  our  hands  and  feals  this  39tb  of  November  1616.- 

A  NOT£  how  the  SLOUGH  DOGGS  was  agreed  upon,  to  be  provyded  and  kept  at^ 
the  charge  of -the  inhabitants,  as  followeth : 

Imprimis,  beyond  Eflc,  by  the  inhabitants  there  to  be  kept  above  the  foot 

ofSarks  -  .        ,         -  .  .  I   Dogg. - 

Item  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  infyde  of  Eflte,  to  Richmond  Clugh,  to  be 

kept  at  the  Moot  ■  ■  -  -  i  D. 

Item  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  parlfii  of  Arthuret  above  Richmondclugh, 

to  be  kept  at  the  Bailyhead  •  ■  -  -  1  D. 

Item  Bewcaftle  parifli,  befidee  the  Baylye  and  Blackquarters,  to  be  kept 

at  Kinkerhill        •  .  .  .  -  i  D: 

Item  the  parifli  of  Stapilton      -  -  -  •  1  D. 

Item  the  parifli  of  Irdington       -  -  -  -  I  D. 

Item  the  parifli  of  .Lanercoft  and  Walton  -  -  i  D. 

Item  -  -  -  .  I  D. 

Item  .  .  .  -  I  D. 

Total      9    . 

It  was  appointed  and  commanded  that  the  chiefe  ofEcers,  bayltfiH.-s,  and  conftables, 
within  every  circuit  and  cumpaffe  wherein  the  flough  doggs  are  appointed  to  be  kept, 

■  ihould 
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jhould  take  charge  for  taflceing  the  inhabitants  towards  the  charge  thereof,  and  colleft 
the  fame,  and  for  provydinge  the  Slbugli  Doggs,  and  to  inform  the  commiffioners,  if 
any  rcfufed  to  pay  their  contribution,  whereby  fuch  as  refufed  Hiould  be  committed  to 
the  gaole  till  they  paid  the  fame. 

N.  B.  Bilhop  Nicholfon  has  publiflied  the  orders  of  the  watches,  6  Ed.  VI.  in  hia 
Border  Laws,  p.  zt^,  &c.  but  as  I  h^ive  met  with  nothing  concerning  the  Slou>;h 
Doggs  till  the  rime  of  James  the  Firft,  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  a  new  inftitution 
in  that  King's  reign,  whea  they  were  alfo  appointed  in  the  Scotch  borders. 


APPENDIX.— Ndmber  VII. 

ji  Letter  from  Mr.  George  MaUelm,  ecncerning  Sheep- Farms  ^  ^c. 

Communicated  by  Johw  Maxwell,  Efq  of  Broomholme. 

THESE  grounds  are  not  in  common  as  in  England,  but  are  all  feparate  properties, 
and  divided  mto  extenfive  farms,  with  ditlind  marches,  JTrom  three  to  four  thoufand 
acres.  They  are  moftly  paftured  with  flieep  j  that  is  to  fay^  the  former  dtpends  upon 
his  flieep  for  paying  the'  rent  and  yielding  him  profit.  The  cows  which  he  keeps,  and 
the  com  which  he  lows,  feldom  do  more  than  maintain  his  family.  Farms  of  this  large 
extent  become  neceflary  j  for,  as  they  are  not  inclofed,  the  flieep  could  not  be  pallured  ■ 
with  eai'e  and  convenience  within  narrow  marches.  Though  the  country  was  in  a  com- 
plete flate  of  improvement,  it  is  probable  the  hills  will  never  be  inclofed,  as  nature 
feems  to  have  intended  them  for  breeding  cattle  to  fupply  the  cultivated  paflures  in  the 
low  lands  which  fatten.  So  long  as  they  are  applied  to  that  purpofe,  and  I  think 
they  can  never  be  made  fit  for  any  other,  they  cannot  pay  the  expence  of  inclofing. 
Every  flock  has  a  fliepherd  to  take  care  of  them,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  make  them 
eat  the  ground  equally,  and  in  bad  weather  to  keep  them  on  fuch  parts  of  the  farm, 
where  they  are  mod  meliered  from  the  ftorms.  He  can  do  nothing  without  his  dog, 
■which,  you  know,  he  learns  to  do  wonderful  things  ;  but  it  would  be  wrong  to  men- 
tion them  to  flrangers,  as  they  would  think  we  bordered  on  the  marvellous.  It  is  fuf-^ 
ficient  to  inform  them,  that  be  can  command  all  or  any  part  of  his  flock,  at  the  diflance 
of  more  than  a  mile.  As  the  kinds  of  flieep,  and  the  methods  of  managing  them,  vary 
fo  much  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  it  will  be  difEcult  to  give  your  friend  any 
clear  idea  of  them.  There  is  a  gradual  decline  of  foil  from  the  eall  to  the  weftcoaO:. 
'  This  hGt  is  put  beyond  a  doubt,  from  the  (ize  of  both  flieep  and  black-cattle  turning 
fmaller  and  fmailer  as  you  advance  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft.  The  large  flieep  of  the 
eaft  border  have  often  been  brought  here,  but  they  did  not  thrive,  but  turned  fmaller  ; 
and  I  have  known  our  fheep  fent  to  them,  which  you  would  not  have  known  for  large- 
nefs  in  a  year  or  two.  This  fliews  that  the  alteration  of  the  fize  is  not  owing  to  the 
fancy  of  the  farmer,  but  to  a  real  difference  of  foil.  There  are  different  kinds  of  foil 
required  for  diffi^rent  kinds  of  flieep,  and  at  different  ages.  The  hogs,  which  is  the 
name  they  go  by  before  they  are  a  year  old,  fliould  have  dry  pafture,  well  mixed  with . 
heaths,  and  not  much  expofed  to  ftorms  of  fnow,  which  breeds  them  firm  and  found. 
The  ewe,  which  is  the  female,  fhould  have  much  grafs,  and  not  very  high  land,  on 
account  of  the  lambs  which  they  bring  forth  in  the  fpring,  and  the  wedder,  which  is  ' 
the  gelded  male  flieep,  is  fittelt  for  the  very  high  grounds,  as  being  (trongeft  and  moH 
3  z  a  hardy.  - 
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hsrdy.  This  accounts  for  moll  farmers  having  more  farms  than  one,  as  one  feMom 
contains  all  thefe  different  foils  and  fituations.  Through  Tiviotdale,  the  produft  which 
mofl  of  the  famers  fell  is  wedders  above  three  years  old,  and  about  a  feventh  or  eighth 
part  of  the  oldeft  of  their  ewe  fiock,  which  are  commonly  about  fix  years  old.  They 
liell  the  wedders  in  June,  and  the  ewes  about  Michaelmas.  They  are  moftly  bought 
by  the  EngH(h  for  feeding.  It  is  impoflible  to  give  you  an  account  of  prices,  as  they 
vary  almoft  every  feafon.  Within  thefe  twelve  years,  I  have  known  the  Tiviotdale 
-wedders  fell  from  ten  to  fifteen  (hillings,  and  ihe  ewes  from  fix  to  ten  (hillings.  We 
fiiear  or  clip  the  wool  in  the  months  of  June  and  July.  The  price  of  the  wool  varies 
as  much  as  the  price  of  the  fheep,  from  three  (hillings  and  fixpence  to  fix  (hillings  and 
fixpence  per  (tone  Englilfa,  fixteen  pounds  to  the  (lone.  From  five  to  between  fix  and 
feven  fleeces  go  to  the  ftone.  The  market  for  wool  is  fometimes  at  Edinburgh,  and 
fometimes  in  England.'  In  fome  parts  of  the  eaft  of  Tiviotdale  they  do  not  falve  their 
Jheep,  but  ihey  do  it  in  moft  places.  It  is  thought  tar  warms  the  flieep,  and  deftroys 
a  kind  of  vermin  called  a  cade,  which  infells  them  much^  The  method  of  falvin^  is 
very  different,  with  regard  to  the  quantity  of  butter  mixed  with  the  tar,  and  alfo  with 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  both  laid  on  the  fheep.  The  mixture  is  from  twenty-four 
pounds  Englifli  to  above  three  (tones  of  butter  to  fixteen  quarts  of  tar  ;  and  with  this 
quantity  they  will  falve  from  forty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  (Iieep.  The  greater 
propovtion  of  butter  the  better  the  wool  is,  not  in  point  of  iinenefs,  but  it  walhes 
whiter,  and  confequently  takes  a  bettor  dye.  The  colder  the  ground  is,  the  more  falve 
is  laid  on.  It  cofts  from  two-pence  halfpenny  to  three-t)ence  halfpenny  each  (heep  In 
Tiviotdale,  they  have  got  much  into  the  praftice  of  giving  their  (lieep  hay  in  thefnows 
of  winter,  which  is  of  much  fervice  to  them,  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  you  my  opi? 
nion  pofitively  with  regard  to  the  rents  paid,  and  how  many  (heep  are  kept  by  the 
acre  :  thty  vary  with  the  foil  of  the  ground,  and  often  according  to  the  opinion  the 
different  landlords  entertain  of  the  value  of  their  eltaics.  More  grounds  keep  below 
a  (liecp  to  the  acre  than  above  ii ;  and  the  rent  ftands  from  two  (hillings  to  three  (hil- 
lings and  fixpence  for  each  fheep.  The  rents  of  mofl:  farms  have  advanced  within 
tht  le  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  from  a  third  to  double  j  which  great  advance  has  made 
Highland  farming  very  uncena'n,  as  no  improvements  which  meliorate  the  farms  cao 
be  made  ;  but  they  entirely  depend  upon  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  markets,  befides  run- 
ning a  great  rifque  from  bad  feafons  In  Elkdale,  where  we  live,  we  fell  no  wedders, 
.  becaufe  we  cannot  afford  to  breed  wedder  hogs,  on  account  of  a  difeafe,  which  kills 
great  numbers  of  that  age  in  our  grounds.  Our  product  is  lambs  and  ewes  at  the  age 
already  mentioned.  Wiihin  thefe  twelve  years,  we  have  fold  our  lambs  from  two  (hil- 
lings to  four  (lii'lin^s  and  fixpence,  and  our  ewes  from  five  flaillings  and  fixpence  to 
nine  (hillings.  Our  marki;is  are  the  fame  as  in  Tiviotdale;  our  wool  felts  lower.' 
Many  of  us  have  a  praflice  of  milking  our  ewes ;  though  it  is  going  faft  into  difufe, 
becaufe  it  is  generally  i  bought  to  be  hurtful.  It  renders  the  ewe  lefs  (it  to  bear  the 
(lorms  in  winter;  it  makes  her  have  lefs  wool ;  and  (lie  will  fell  at  a  much  higher 
price  ut  ■ichattmas,  if  not  milked,  being  fatter.  The  great  temptation  to  milk  ewes 
is  to  provide  butter  for  falving,  which  or  late  years  has  been  very  dear.  As  perhaps 
Mr.  P.  may  have  a  curiofiry  to  fee  a  calculation  of  how  much  is  made  by  milking,  1 
(hall  give  yoii  an  account  of  what  I  made  this  year  out  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
ewes  at  Burofoot ;  for  I  milk  at  no  other  of  my  farms. 

a  I  made 
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I  made  75  (tones  Englifh  of  cheefe  in  fix  weeks  at  4s.  4d.  per  flone  -        16    5' 

12  Stones  of  butter,  at  js.  6d.  per  ftone  Engliih  -  -  3     6 

£,,    s.  i^  II 

Wages  of  four  women        -        -        a     8?  ^ 

Wages  of  ewe-herd  -  o  i85  '  ^ 

'6    S 

N.  B.  The  whey  made  from  the  milk  is  more  than  equal  to  the  maiatenaBce  of  the 
above  five  fervants. 
This  comes  to  about  g|d.  each  Iheep. 

lo  the  north-weft  of  us,  in  Tweddale,  Clydefdale,  the  head  ofAmiandale,  and  in 
Galloway,  the  farmers  fell  for  their  produS:  wedder  hogs,  and  fome  of  them  Iambs  as 
we  do.  For  the  moft  part  the  Enghfh  buy  them  to  lay  on  their  commons.  They  are 
a  fhort  coarfe-wooUed  meep,  and  efteemed  very  hardy.  In  thefe  parts  they  are  free  of 
that  difeafe  which  kills  the  young  iheep  in  our  country,  and  which  is  the  reafon  of  their 
keeping  all  their  male  laml^  on  mod  of  the  farms.  Thefe  hogs  have  fold,  within  thefe  ' 
twelve  years,  from  five  {hillings  to  eight  Ihillings  and  fixpence.  The  difeafes  to  which 
fheep  are  liable  are  many.  I  fhall  only  mention  three  of  them,  which  are  mofl:  mor- 
tal. That  which  we  efteem  the  worft  is  called  the  Rot.  They  contrafl  it  by  pallur- 
ing  in  wet  marftiy  ground,  when  it  happens  to  be  a  rainy  feafon  in  the  months  of  Au- 
guft  and  September.  The  only  remedy  is  draining,  A  bad  feafon  will  even  bring  on 
a'rot  in  dry  grounds,  where  there  is  much  grafs.  if  they  fuffer  much  hunger,  either 
from  an  overftock  in  fummer,  or  fixim  the  fnows  in  winter,  it  will  occafion  this  difeafe. 
We  call  another  difeafe  the  Sicknefs  ;  it  appears  to  be  a  kind  of  cholic,  as  it  fwells  them 
much  in  the  body ;  it  moftly  attacks  young  fheep  from  before  Martinmas  uutil  the 
fpring.'  We  have  no  remedy  for  it.  The  third  difeafe  is  called  the  Louping-ill  which 
rages  moftly  from  the  itl  of^^ April  to  the  ift  of  June.  It  deprives  them  of  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs.    We  likewife  know  no  remedy  for  it. 

P.  S.  In  reading  oyer  my  letter,  I  think  it  right  to  explain  that  part  of  it,  where  I 
fay,  that  there  are  farms  of  four  thoufand  acres,  I  do  not  mean  that  thefe  lu'ge  farms- 
are  alt  paftured  by  one  fiock  of  fheep,  for  one  flock  has  £;ldom  above  feveik  or  &^tiL. 
hundred  acres  to  go  upon. 


APPENDIX.— Nbmber  VIU. 
Li/l  of  Barms  fumm^ed  to  the  Siege  qf  Caerlawoc^ 

ELUS  de  AUBIGNI.  John  de  la  BreSe. 

Aimar  de  St.  Amand.  ,                     Walter  de  Beauchamp* 

Brian  fitz  Alan.  John  Botetorte. 

Hugh  de  Bardolf.  Anth.  Beke,  Bp.  of  Durham^ 

John  de  Beauchamp.  ■                       Maurice  de  B:\rkL-y. 

John  de  Bar.  Alex,  de  boiiuiU 

Barlfib. 
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:  Bartli.  Badlefmeri. 
Bark  ley. 
Baffet. 
John  de  Clavering. 
Robt.  de  Cliffon. 
Hugb  de  Courtenay. 

Couches. 
Wm.  de  Cantdo. 

Cromwelle. 
John  de  Cretingnes. 
Hugh  le  Difpenfer. 
Patric  de  Dunbar. 
Edm.  DaincQurt. 
John  Daincouru 
Eari  of  Lincoln. 

Hereford. 

"Warwick. 

Bretaigne. 

Oxford, 
de  Laonis. 

Gloucefter. 
John  dc  Engaine. 
John  le  Eftrang. 
Simo  Frefill. 
Thomas  de  Furnival. 
Wm.  de  Ferrers. 
Adam  de  la  Ford. 
Henry  de  Graye. 
"Wm.  de  Grantfon. 
John  de  Graye. 
Gerard  de  Grondonvile. 
Henry  de  Graham. 
Raif  de  Gorges, 
Euftace  de  Hache. 
John  de  Haftings. 
Simo  de  HaAings. 
Robt.  Haunfert. 

de  Hontercomb. 
Nich.  de  Karm. 
Philip  de  Kime. 
Tho.  de  Lankafter. 
Wm.  de  Latimer. 
Wm.  de  Laybum, 
Wm.  le  Marfliad. 
Walterus  Money. 
John  de  Moun. 


Roger  de  Mortaign. 
John  de  la  Mare. 
Hi  ^h  de  Mortimer. 
Simo  de  Montagu. 
Roger  de  Mortimer. 
Ratf  de  Monthermer. 
Bertrand  Mountboucha*. 
Robert  de  Monteatto. 
Thomas  de  MuUon. 
Johes.  de  Odeftoo. 
Henry  de  Pery. 
Rob.  fitz  Paynff. 
Hugh  Poinz. 
Johes.  Paignell. 
Rob.  fil.  Rogeri. 
Wm.  de  Ros. 
John  de  Rivers. 
Wm.  de  Ridre. 
Tho.  de  Richmond. 
Richard  de  Rokele. 
Nich.  de  Segt^ve. 
Segrave. 
John  de  Segrave. 
Robt.  de  Scales. 
Rich.  Sieuart. 
John  de  St.  John. 
St.  John. 

de  Taterfall. 
■Rob.  de  Tony. 
Henry  le  Tieis. 
John  fitz  Marmad.  Thweng. 

de  Vavafours. 
Aimar  de  Valence. 
Rob.  fil.  Waited. 
John  de  Warron. 
Rich.  fil.  Wmi. 
A  dam  de  Welles. 
Rob,  de  la  Ward. 
Rob.de  Willeby. 
Alvin  de  la  Zouch.    - 
Edvardus  Rex. 
Ed.  fil.  Regis.      " 
Tho.  fil.  Regis. 
Baro  de  Wigneton. 

de  Kirkbride. 
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APPENDIX.— Number  IX. 
■  Of  the  Gold  Mines  of  Scotland.    * 
From  a  MS.  ef  Col.  BoaxHW  ck  and  other!/ 

MR.  CORNELIUS  DEVOSSEC,  a  lapidary  in  London,  -.vas  the  firft  who  dircovewd  • 
gold  in  Scotland.  In  the  vallies  of  Wanlockhead  (near  Leadhills)  Abraham  Grey,' a 
JDutchman,  who  lived  foine  time  in  London,  got  a  eood  quantity  of  natural  gold.  He 
paid  his  workmen  weekly,  and  lent  to  diverfe  men  before  hand,  as  it  is  written  in  that " 
parchment  book,  faying,  with  this  natural  gold,  gotten  in  Greatbeard's  time  (for  fo 
he  was  called,  becabfe  of  his  great  long  beard,  which  he  could  have  bound  his  middle)  ■ 
was  made  a  very  fair  deep  bafon,  without  any  addition  of  any  other  gpld,  at  Edinburgh,  - 
iii  the  Canorigate  ftreet.  It  was  made  by  ^a  Scotfman,  and  contained  by  eftimation, . 
within  ihe  brims  thereof,  an  Ebglifli  gallon  of  liquor;  the  fame  bafon  was  of  clean  , 
neat  natural  gold.  It  was  then  filled  up  to  the  brim  with  coined  pieces  of  gold,  called  < 
onicorus  (which  appear  to  have  been  only  coined  in  James  III.  and  James  IV. 's  time.  ■ 
For  this  vide  Anderf.  Diplom.  et  Numifmaia  Scotiae)  which  bafon  and  pieces  both 
were  prefented  to  the  French  king  by  the  regent  Earl  of  Morton,  who  fignified  upon  ' 
Ws  honour  to  the  king,  faying,  "  My  lord,  behold  this  bafon  and  all  that  therein  is ;  ■ 
it  is  natural  goldgot  within  this  kingdom  of  Scotland  by  a  Dutchman,  named  Abra-  - 
ham  Grey."  Abraham  was  (landing  by  and  affirmed  it  upon  a  folemn  oath,  but  he  " 
faid  unto  the  faidking,  that  he  thought  it  did  engender  and  increafe  within  the  earth,  ■■ 
and  that  be  obferved  it  fo' to  do  by  the  influence  of  the  heavens  ;  then  Eftrl  Morton  flood  ■ 
up,  faying,  *'  I  alfo  believe  that  it  engenders  within  the  earth,  but  only  of  thefe  two  ' 
dements,  viz.  water  and  earth  ;  and  that  it  was  made  perfect:  malleable  gold-from  the' ' 
beginning  by  God ;  and  am  certain  that  this  cup,  and  all  the  pieces  therein  are  of  na-  - 
taral  Scots  gold,  without  any  other  compound  or  addition." 

Mr.  Atkinfon  and  Mr.  George  Bowes,  both  Englifhnien,  procured  a  commiffion  ■ 
iato  Scotland  unto  the  gold  mines,  and  I  happened  on  a  book  oF  his  making  in  England  ;  - 
I  compared  the  fame  (having  carried  It  whh  me  into  Scotland,)  with  the  report  of  the  ' 
coiintr)'  J  and  the  countrymen  at  Wanlockhead  faid  it  was  fo^  and  moft  true;  that  Mr.  ■ 
Bowes  difcQvered  a  fmall  vein  of  gold  upon  Wanlockhead.  He  fwore  all  his  work- 
men to  keep  it  fecret  from  the  King  of  Scotland  and  his  council :  and  fo  he  promifed,  ^ 
before  his  departure  from  England  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  by  her  letters  to  the 
council  of  Scotland,  got  a  new  warrant ;  fo  was  fuffered  to  dig  and  delve  as  he  would,  ' 
after  another  fafhion  than  Mr.  Bulmer  or  his  men  did.  He  digged  fundry  fliafts,  . 
found  oftimes  good  feeling  gold,  and  much  fmall  gold,  of  which  he  gave  ten  or  twelve  " 
ounces,  to  make  friends  in  England  and  Scotland.  He  had  both  Englilh  and  Scots  ^ 
workmen,  and  paid  them  with  the  fame  gold.  Mr.  Bulmer*s  men  found  little  or  " 
none.  And  when  he  and  tiis  men  had  filled  their  purfes,  then  he  caufed  the  lliaft  to  ■ 
to  be  filled  up  again,  fwearing  his  men  to  fecrecy,  and  keep  it  clofe  from  the  King  ; 
of  Scotland  and  his  council.  This  was  confeffed  by  fome  of  Mr.  Bowes's  chief  fer- 
vants  fince  his  dtath.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  Ihewed  the  Queen  a  long  purfe  ' 
full  of  the  gold  found  iti  the  vein  he  had  difcovered,  and  it  was  valued  to  be  worth  • 
fevenfcore  pounds.  '  He  toldherMajefly  hehadmadeit  veryfure,  and  hid  it  up  rill  next ' 
going  there.  She  liked  very  well  thereof,  ajid  prodiifing  him  a  triple  reward,  and  ' 
.to  prepare  himfelf  next  fpdng  to  go  there  at  her  Majelly'$  charge  alone,  to  'feek  for/ 
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a  greater  vein ;  he  went  home  rat  to  his  own  country  in  the  north  of  England,  where 
he  dwelt ;  but  unfortunately  riding  to  fee  the  copper  works  and  mines  in  Cumberland, 
at  Kefwell,  as  he  was  going  down  into  the  deep,  the  ladder  broke,  the  earth  fell  in,  and 
he  was  bruifcd  to  death. 

'Ihen  Mr.  Aikinfon  fucceeded  Mr.  Bowes,  and  found  gold  which  was  prefented  to 
King  James.  Cornelius  Devoffee,  painter  to  Queen  Ehzabeth,  excellent  in  the  trial  of 
minerals  and  mineral  flones,  and  acquainted  uith  Nicholas  Hilliard  *,  goldrmith  and 
miniature-painter  to  her  Majefty,  engaged  in  the  adventure  with  him  in  fearch  of  gold 
In  Scotland.  Both  made  an  alltgnment  to  Arthur  van  Brownchurft  to  operate  for 
them.  1  hey  being  informed  by  travellers  of  good  experience,  how  that  as  fand  and 
gravel  have  their  feveral  beds  in  England,  even  fo  are  there  beds  of  gold  and  filverja 
foreign  countries  they  had  travelled  ;  rocks  and  craigs  having  veins  and  beds  of  iron, 
copper,  and  tin  minel,  even  fo  gold  and  filver  have  ihtir  veins  amongft  rocks  and  in 
the  ground,  fo  they  hoped  to  6nd  out  a  bed  or  vein  of  gold  in  Scotland.  In  confe- 
quence  Brownchurlt  fearched,  and  found  gold  in  fundry  places,  but  was  forced  to  leave 
all  in  the  mint-houfeby  command  of  the  King,  being  a  minor;  and  Earl  Morton,  re- 
gent, refufed  Brownchurft  the  liberty  of  fearch,  without  paying  full  value  for  all  fuch 
natural  gold  as  ihould  be  gotten  by  him  in  Scotland  ;  and,  though  a  fuitor  four  months, 
never  obtained  It,  but  became  one  of  bis  Majefty's  fwom  fervants  in  Scotland,  to  draw 
fmall  and  great  piftures  to  the  King.  Mr.  Bulmer,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  fearched 
and  found  gold,  &c.  in  thefe  places'  in  Scotland  ;  viz.  i.  Upon  Mannock  moor  in  Nid- 
defdale.  2.  Wenlock  water,  on  Robert  moor,  in  Niddefdale.  3.  Frier  moor,  or  Glen- 
gonnar  water  in  ClydeUate.  4.  Short-cleugh  water  in  CrawiFord  moor.  5.  Long- 
CLetich  braes,  or  Long-Clcuch  head.  He  prefented  to  the  Queen  a  gold  porringer, 
upon  which  were  engraven  the  following  lines : 

I  dare  not  give,  nor  vet  prttnt. 
But  lender  part  of  ttiai'i  thy  own  t 
My  mind  and  heart  IhiU  ftill  invent 
To  feck  out  trcafure*  yn  unkoowa.  . 

But,  having  loft  his  living  by  his  own  and  others'  prodigality,  he  recalled  himfelf,  and 
penned  a  book  of  all  his  ads,  works,  and  devices,  named  Bulmer's  Skill,  and  another 
great  book  on  (ilver-mines,  minerals,  mineral  (tones,  tin'mines,  coal-mines,  and  fait- 
works.  Sec.  It  was  propofed  in  council  for  him  to  procure  twenty-four  gentlemen  of 
land,  rent  to,oool.  value,  or  500I.  yearly,  who  were  to  difburfe  300I.  fterltng  each 
roan,  in  money  or  vi£tuals,  for  maintenance  of  gold-mines  in  Scotland  ;  for  which  each 
was  to  be  knighted,  and  called  the  Knight  of  the  Golden  Mines,  or  the  Golden  Knight ; 
but  it  did  not  take  place,  for  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  crofled  his  views,  only  one  knight 
vas  made.  Sir  John  Claypool,  with  Sir  Bewes  Bulmer.  Mr.  Bulmer  writeth  of  the  va- 
riety of  ftones  and  metals  found  by  him  in  Scotland  ;  1 .  viz.  natural  gold  great  and  fmall, 
3.  natural  filver,  3.  copper-ftone,  4.  lead-ore,  5.  iron-ftone,  6.  marble,  7.  ftone-coal, 
8.  beds  of  alabafter,  9.  amethyft,   i  o.  pearls. 

Memoilandum  of  the  minerals  found  in  Scotland  by  Colonel  Borthwick.  i.  A 
filver  mme  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill  S.  Jordan  in  the  pariOi  of  Foveran.  2.  Gold 
found  about  Dunidur  beyond  Aberdeen.  3.  Silver  called  golden  bank,  at  Menzies,  in 
the  parifh  of  Foveran.  4.  Silver,  at  the  back  of  a  park,  where  there  is  a  well  that 
iierres  Diiblair's  houlhold,  paiifb  of  Fintra,  eight  miles  north  by  Aberdeen.     5.  Gold 


*  Mr.  Walpole'a  Anccdotet  of  Paiotings,  i,  I4I!. 
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in  the  boggs  of  New  Leflie,  at  Drumgarran,  two  miles  from  Dunidur.  6,  Iron  at  the 
wellof  Sipa,  y/ed  fide  ofWoman-hHl,  near  Gilkomfione  miln,  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Aberdeen,  7.  Gold,  very  rich,  in  a  lo',vn  called  Overhill,  paridi  Bechelvie,  belongs 
to  L.  Glames,  fourteen  fathoms  bc!o\v  liie  kiln.  8.  Lead,  at  the  head  of  Lough  lieburn, 
north  fide  of  Selkirk.  9.  Copper,  in  a  piiicc  c;dlfd  Llphon,  in  a  hill  befide  Allen  laird 
of  Hilltown's  lands.  10.  Silver,  in  the  Mil  of  Skrill,  Galloway.  1 1.  Silver,  in  Win- 
dy ncil,  Tweedale.  12.  Gold,  ill  Glcncloiioht,  near  Kirkhill.  13.  Copper,  in  Locklaw, 
Fife,  14.  Silver,  in  the  hill  foiilh  lide  Lochenhill.  15.  Lead,  in  L,  Brotherftone's 
land.  16.  Several  metals  near  Kirkcudbright.  17.  Copper,  north  fide  Borthwickhill, 
Hawick,  and  Branxome.  18,  Silver,  in  Kylefmoor,  Som,  and  Machlin,  Ayrfhire. 
19.  Several  ores  in  Orkney. 


APPENDIX.— Number  X. 

J  Dijfertat'ion  en  the  Government  of  the  People  in  the  Wejiern  IJlei. 

Written  November  17, 1774,  by  ilie  Re».  Mr.  Donald  MACHUEKn.of  Kilmuir,  m  die  Ifle  of  Skie. 

THE  diflance  of  ihefe  ifles  from  the  centre  of  the  ftate,  fecured  as  they  were  from  the 
awe  of  fupreme  power,  by  high  mountains,  extenfive  moors,  and  impetuous  feas,  while 
iheir  fovereigns  were  employed  in  quelling  more  dangerous  infurreftions  at  home,  or 
in  repelling  the  frequent  incurfions  of  their  fouthem  neighbours,  left  them  in  a  kind  of 
independency  on  the  crown  of  Scotland,  efpecially  while  for  fome  centuries  they  cotiti- 
nued  to  be  governed  by  Norwegian  viceroys,  who  coming  from  a  wild  and  barbarous 
country,  cannot  be  expected  to  have  brought  order  or  civilization  along  with  them  ; 
nor  was  the  matter  much  mended  when  Somerlade,  the  famous  thane  of  Argyle,  upon 
being  married  to  a  daughter  of  Oiave,  depute  King  of  Man,  got  a  footing  in  the  iQes, 
all  of  which  to  the  north  of  the  Mull  of  Kintyre,  together  with  Kintyre  itfelf,  he  pof- 
feffed  by  himfelf  or  bis  defcendants,  or  thofe  having  right  from  them,  uniil  about  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  All  this  while  whatever  reformation  was  made  in 
the  heart  of  the  kingdom  on  the  manners  and  prejudices  of  barbarous  times,  could  have 
made  but  a  very  flow  progrefs  in  the  iflcs ;  though,  as  ifiands,  they  n:u[l  be  fuppofed  , 
to  have  yielded  to  the  arts  of  peace  and  good  order  earlier  than  their  neighbours  upon 
the  continent.  Iflands,  on  account  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  and  tlie  additional  fub- 
fiftence  they  draw  from  the  fea,  are  generally  clofer  inhabited  ;  crimes  could  not  then 
lie  fo  long  concealed  among  them  as  in  diftant  unhofpitable  glens  and  mountains  :  ihey 
are  alfo  more  frequented  by  ftrangers;  and  therefore  by  a  fort  of  coUifion  the  men 
would  polifli  one  another  into  good  manners.  They  had  a  (heriff  of  the  ifles  under  the 
Norwegian  dynafty  ;  but  when  the  lands  were  parcelled  out  afterwards  by  the  lords  of 
the  ifles,  the  defcendants  of  Somerlade,  among  barons  of  different  ranks  and  fizes, 
tach  of  ihefe  barons,  aflifted  by  the  chief  men  of  the  community,  held  his  court  on  the 
top  of  a  hill  called  Cnock  and  Eric,  i.  e.  the  hill  of  pleas,  where  the  difpuies  they  had 
among  themfelves  were  determined,  where  the  encroachments  of  their  neighbours  were-  - 
eonfidered,  and  the  manner  of  repelling  force  by  force,  or  the  neceflary  alliances  they 
were  to  enter  into,  refolved  on.  In  this  period,  when  agriculture,  trade,  and  manu- 
faclures  were  at  a  very  low  pitch,  the  taws  were  few  and  general :  their  little  contrafts 
were  aathenticated  by  being  tranfafted  in  the  prefence  of  witnefles ;  the  marches  of  the 
different  barons  were  fixed  before  a  crowd  by  two  or  more  fagacious  men,  and  two  or 
more  young  lads  were  fcourged  with  thongs  of  leather,  that  they  might  the  better  re- 
voL.  III.  4  A  member 
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member  the  tranra^tton.  The  la(l  who  was  thus  ufed  is  now  an  old  jnan,  and  a  peit- 
fioner  to  the  family  of  Macdonald.  Nor  were  the  people  in  their  purchafes  fo  diffi- 
dent of  one  another,'  as  to  infift  upon  a  cautioner,  that  the  bead  or  fubjeft  expofed  > 
to  open  fale  was  fairly  come  by,  or  would  not  be  reclaimed  by  another,  which  was  once 
a  common  praftice  over  the  kingdom,  called  in  plain  Gaulic,  Ra-difmah.  The  penal 
laws  were  more  numerous,  fevere,  and  particular;  for  when  redraints  are  put  upon 
nrtural  liberty,  and  the  cuAoms  to  which  men  were  habituated  in  a  ftate  of  barbarity 
-were  to  be  reduced  or  abolilhed,  men  muft  have  very  alarming  examples  pdnted  before 
their  eyes.  The  laws  of  the  firft  legiftators  in  all  countries  are  very  fevere,  and  are 
foftened  and  moderated  according  to  the  progrefs  of  civilization.  The  legiflator  of  the 
Jews,  though  a  very  meek  man,  puniflics  fevcral  crimes  with  the  moft  cruel  kinds  of 
death,  ftoning  and  burning.  Of  Draco's  laws,  one  of  the  iirft  Athenian  legillators,  it 
is  faid  that  they  were  written  with  blood ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  laws  of  the 
twelve  tables  were  very  fevero.  Traitors  were  put  to  death  in  the  ifles,  being,  according 
to  a  cuftora  that  prevailed  among  the  Norwegians,  firft  gelded  and  both  their  eyes 
pulled  out.  Inceftuous  perfons  were  buried  in  marflies  alive,  and  bankrupts,  without 
entering  into  a  confideration  of  tfie  nature  of  their  misfortunes.  Were  dripped  of  their 
all,  clad  in  a  party-coloured  clouted  garment,  with  ftockings  of  different  fets,  and  had 
thdr  hips  dafhed  againft  a  flonein  prefence  of  the  people  by  four  men,  each  taking  hold 
of  an  arm  or  a  thigh.  This  punifiiment  they  called  7cm  cruaigh ;  and  cowardice,  when 
not  capitally  puniflied,  was  accompanied  with  perpetual  innmy.  The  prifons  were 
dark  vaults,  without  beds,  or  the  fmallefl:  crevice  to  introduce  light,  where  no  fnend 
was  permitted  to  comfort  the  criminal,  who,  after  a  long  fad,  was  often  killed  wiib  a 
furfeit.  This  was  the  cafeof  Heitchen,  the  fon  of  Archibald  Clerich,  a  traitor  againft 
the  family  of  Macdonald,  who  died  in  the  vault  of  Duntulm,  of  a  furfeit  ■  of  fait  beef, 
beh)g  refufed  any  kind  of  drink.  The  leverity  of  juftice  laid  hold  but  on  a  few;  for 
the  proteflion  of  the  tribe  or  clan  was  generally  reforted  to',  who  did  all  in  their  power 
to  fave  their  own  man  from  diftrefs,  or  to  purfue  with  vengeance  the  perfon  who  had 
offended  any  of  their  number.  It  often  happened  in  this  cafe,  that  among  powerful 
tribes  the  voice  pf  the  judge  was  too  weak  to  be  heard  ;  then  religion  depped  in  as  a 
neceflary  fupplement  to  his  power.  San£taaries,  called  -girths,  were  confecrated  in 
every  diftrift,  to  uhlch  the  criminal  fled  ;  where  the  fuperftition  of  the  times,  counte-' 
nanced  by  the  political  inftitutions,  fecured  him  from  every  aft  of  violence,  until  he 
was  brought  to  a  judicial  trial.  To  this  day  we  fay  of  a  man  who  flies  to  a  place  of  fe- 
curhy,  hug  e  an  girt  er ;  and  whatever  party  violated  the  fandtuary,  which  very  feldom 
'  happened,  brought  the  terrible  vengeance  of  the  church  upon  their  back.  Such  a  bridle 
as  this  became  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  reftrain  the  anger  and  impetuofity  of  a  lawlefs 
tribe  when  provoked.  Again,  when  the  criminal  got  in  among  his  own  people,  they 
did  all  in  their  power  to  juftify  his  conduft  and  fave  his  perfon.  In  this  cafe  the  refent- 
ment  turned  on  the  clan,  and  any  one  of  them  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  offended 
wasfure  to  fyffer  diftrefs,  or  to  be  kept  in  durance,  until  the  criminal  was  delivered 
over  to-juftice,  which  praftice  was  at  laft  found  expedient  to  be  turned  into  a  law  in  the 
kingdom,  to  prevent  the  clans  from  coming  buckled  ta  all  their  armour  to  the  field,  to 
determine  their  own  quarrels. 

In  procefs  of  time  they  learned  from  their  neighbours,  as  well  as  from  their  own  ex- 
perience, that  to  perpetuate  ftrife  and  diforder  among  tribes  who  were  almoft"  in  full 
poffeffion  of  their  natural  liberty,  excepting  when  the  local  cuftom  flood  in  their  way, 
was  dangerous  to  the  public,  and  ruinous  to  themfelves.  To  ftop  the  progrefs  of  re- 
fentment,  they  cancelled  the  injury  by  fatisfaSion  with  their  cattle,  by  a  mutual  agree- 
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ment  betwixt  the  parties,  which  therefore  was  called  a  compofition,  to  be  divided  be- 
twixt the  injured  party  and  his  clan.  But  as  the  compofition  was' not  always  eafily  ac- 
cepted, the  principals  of  the  different  tribes  fixed  the  value  of  it  for  every  injury,  and 
eftimated  the  life  of  a  man  according  to  his  rank ;  here  a  people  void  of  refinement 
made  little  dillinflion  betwixt  voluntary  and  involuntary  trefpaffes,  for  fear  that  impu- 
nity in  any  cafe  Ihould  give  a  fcope  to  wicked  perfons  to  abufe  the  indulgence  of  cuf- 
tom  or  law.  The  greatnefs  of  the  compofition  in  this  cafe  brought  not  only  honour 
along  with  it,  but  greater  fecurity  in  a  rude  and  barbarous  neighbourhood.  This  ran- 
fom  was  called  Eric,  The  clan  was  thea  obliged  to  give  up  the  defender,  or  become 
liable  for  the  penalty  proportioned  to  the  injury  committed.  Thus  the  clans  became 
mutual  pledges  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  individuals  who  compofed  them.  When 
fpecie  found  its  way  in  among  them,  a  price  was  put  upon  the  cattle,  and  by  the  necef- 
fary  decreafe  in  the  value  of  money,  which  they  were  not  aware  of,  the  eric  came  at 
length  to  be  very  trifling ;  but  by  this  time  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  had  made  near 
approaches  to  them,  which  were  far  from  being  welcome  to  men  clofely  attached  to 
their  own  cuftoms  and  connexions,  being  deaf  to  the  voice  of  parties,  and  tothe  diftinc- 
tions  of  clans  and  individuals.  "  'J'he  law  hath  come  the  length  of  Rofsfhire,*"  faith 
'  one  neighbour  by  way  of  news  to  another.  *'  O  ho  !"  replies  he,  '*  if  G6d  doth  not 
ftop  it,  you  will  foon  have  it  nearer  home."  Much  after  this  manner  hath  the  progrefs 
of  civilization  been  carried  on  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe;  for  fimilar  caufes  pro- 
duce fimilar  effects. 

All  the  time  preceding  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  fomewhat  later, 
the  government  of  the  ifles  and  of  the  neighbouring  continent  was  of  the  military  kind. 
The  people  were  made  up  of  different  clans,  each  of  which  was  under  the  direction  of 
a  chief  or  leader  of  their  own,  and  as  their  fecurity  and  honour  confided  in  the  number 
and  ftrength  of  the  clan,  no  political  engine  was  negleGed  that  could  be  thought  of  to 
increafe  their  numbers,  or  inflame  their  courage.  The  children  of  the  principal  people 
were  given  out  to  nurfes :  the  fofter-brothers,  or  coalts,  as  they  called  them,  with  (heir 
children  and  conne^ons  for  many  generations,  were  firmly  attached  to  their  will  and 
intereft.  This  fort  of  relation  was  carefully  traced  out,  and  the  memory  of  it  preferved, 
being  efteemed  a  ftronger  bond  of  friendfliip  than  blood  or  alliance.  It  was  to  increafe 
their  numbers  thdt  baltardy  was  under  no  fort  of  diflionour :  befides  that  the  children 
got  out  of  wedlock,  to  remove  the  uncertainty  of  their  birth,  ea*refled  more  love,  and 
underwent  more  hazards  on  account  of  the  clan,  than  the  lawful  children,  by  which 
they  generally  acquired  a  higher  degree  of  ftrength  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  there- 
fore were  fometimes  called  to  the  fucceflion  by  a  heroical  tribe,  in  preference  of  thofe 
■who  by  the  prefent  laws  Ihould  enjoy  it.  Such  a  breach  in  the  lineage  of  a  family  is 
difavowed,  as  being  a  diflionourable  blot  by  the  prefent  race,  though  the  feveral 
branches  are  apt  to  charge  k  upon  one  another,  when  debating  upon  the  ideal  chief- 
fainary  of  a  clan.  It  was  however  reckoned  no  difcredit  in  the  days  of  military  prowefs. 
Abimelech,  King  of  Sichem,  was  begot  by  Gideon,  on  a  concubine,  and  preferred  to  the 
fevemy  children  he  had  by  his  married  wives.  William  the  Conqueror  was  nof^afliamed 
10  call  himfelf  the  Baftard  of  Normandy ;  as  little  was  UlyfTes  to  acknowledge  that  he 
was  the  fon  of  a  concubine.  The  fafety  of  the  community  is  the  fupreme  law,  to  which 
every  political  confideration  muft  occafiotully  yield. 

It  would  beadonifhing  to  hear  that  theft  and  plundering,  inftead  of  being  infamous, 

were  reckoned  the  moft  wholefome  exerdfe  of  youth,  when  they  went  without  the 

limits  of  their  own  community,  and  were  not  taken  in  the  faft,  if  it  were  not  commonly 

known  to  have  been  the  cafe  every  where.    From  this  fource  the  chieftains  derived. 

4  A  2  rewards 
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rewards  for  their  numerous  followers,  and  dowries  fotneiimes  for  their  daughters.  It 
is  known  that  one  of  them  engaged  in  a  contraft  of  marriage  to  give  his  fon-in-law  the 
purchafe  ef  three  Michaelmas  moons,  at  a  feafon  of  the  year  when  the  nights  were  long, 
and  the  cattle  ftrong  enough  to  bear  hard  driving.  This  tranfaflion  happened  on  the 
main  land,  where  dark  woods,  extenfive  walles,  high  fo^^ked  mountains,  and  a  coaft 
indented  with  long  winding  branches  of  the  Tea,  favoured  the  trade.  Thcfe  Were  rtrong 
holds,  little  frequented  by  (Irangers,  where  the  ancient  praSices  and  prejudices  might 
be  preferved  to  the  lad  periods  of  time,  without  fome  fuch  violent  (hock  as  that  of  the 
year  174;.  The  iflanders  yielded  much  earlier  to  the  arts  of  ^eace  and  civility,  for  the 
Dean  in  ihe  year  1549  mentions  only  fome  petty  piracies  from  a  few  of  the  fmaller 
ijlands  which  were  divided  from  a  well-peopled  neighbourhood. 

In  the  military  days,  the  chieftain  drew  little  or  no  rent  from  his  people-:  he  had 
fome  of  the  beft  farms  in  his  own  hands,  to  which  there  was  a  cafual  acceflion  by  for- 
feitures; he  had  his  proportion  of  the  fines  laid  upon  the  trefpaflers  of  the  law;  he  had 
the  herezield  horfe  when  any  of  his  farmers  died  ;  he  had  a  benevolence  or  voluntary 
contributions  fent  him,  according  to  the  power  and  good  intentions  of  every  man  ;  he 
and  his  cofhir,  or  retinue,  could  lodge  upon  them  when  he  pleafed ;  and  they  were 
obliged  to  fupport  him  and  his  baron-like  train,  when  he  was  employed  in  difpenfing' 
jultice  among  ihem.  This  allowance  was  called  a  Cutting  for  the  Court,  or  Gearrigb 
Moid.  When  rents  began  to  be  levied,  which  were  at  firft  but  a  moderate  part  of  the 
produce  of  each  farm,  the  former  revenues  gave  way  gradually,  though  fome  branches 
of  them  were  preferved  till  within  the  memory  of  men  now  living.  Nor  was  it  neceff,iry 
to  ufe  diltrefs  for  levying  thefe  accuftomed  taxes  or  fervitudes  j  an  attachment  to  the 
chief  was  the  firft  principle  of  the  people's  education  j  a  defeft  on  that  head  was  judged 
a  renunciation  of  all  virtue ;  their  thoughts  and  words  were  much  employed  about 
him ;  it  was  the  ufual  acclamation  on  a  furprife  from  any  unexpefled  misfortune, 
*'  God  be  with  the  chief !  May  the  chief  be  uppermoft  !"  and  fwearing  by  his  hand  was 
a  common  form  of  afleveration  ;  on  every  fuch  occafion  giving  him  his  proper  title. 
Further,  on  the  fide  of  the  chieftain, no  art  of  affability,  genorofity,  or  friendfiiip,  which, 
could  infpire  love  and  efleem,  was  left  untried  to  fecure  a  full  and  willing  obediencej 
which  ftrengthened  the  impreflions  of  education,  while  ihey  were  not  yet  abufed  by  the 
chief,  at  the  inltlgation  of  luxury,  and  the  ambition  of  cutting  an  unmeaning  figure  in 
the  Low  Country,  where  numbers  were  more  rripeded,  and  his  ufcfulnels  could  very 
well  be  fpared. 

All  this  while  the  people  preferved  a  good  deal  of  their  liberty  and  independence  ;. 
the  diTpenfation  of  juftice,  fuch  as  it  was^  kept  them  however  in  order  within  the  limits 
of  their  own  country  :  but  there  was  a  law  of  another  kind  planted  in  the  human  breait 
by  the  friendly  hand  of  our  Maker,  which  bridled  their  natural  impetuofity  much  more;: 
that  was  a  quick  fenfe  of  honour  and  fliame,  which  was  nourilhed  by  their  educ^on, 
being  all  bred  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  to  hunting,  to  the  exertion  of  their  itrength  in  feveral 
amufementF,  games,  and  feats  of  aftivity.  The  bard  celebrated  the  praifes  of  him  who 
diltinguifhed  himfelf  on  any  t^thde  occafions,  and  dealt  out  his  faure  but  with  a  very 
fparing  hand,  for  fear  of  roufing  up  the  ferocity  of  men,  who  were  in  ufe  to  judge  ia 
their  own  caufe,  when  they  appealed  -to  the  fword,  and  either  retrieved  thei*"  honour  or 
died  ;  valour  was  the  virtue  mod  in  repute ;  according  to  their  progrefs  in  it  were  they 
diltinguilhed  by  their  chieftain  and  friends.  Every  one  of  the  fuperior  clans  thought 
himfelf  a  gentleman,  as  deriving  his  pedigree  from  aji  honourable  ftock,  and  propofed' 
to  do  nothing  unworthy  of  his  defcent  or  connet^ions  j  and  the  inferior  clans,  the 
Boddacks,  ae  they  called  ihem^  tread  at  aa  humble  diltance  in  the  fteps  of  their  patrons, 
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vhofeefteem  and  applaufe  they  courted  with  paflionate  keennefs.  The  love,  aflfeflion, 
and  efteem  of  the  community  all  aimed  to  procure  by  a  difmterefled  praflice  of  the  fe- 
cial duties,  tru,th,  generofity,  friendfhip,  hofpiiality,  gratitude,  decency  of  manners,  for 
which  there  are  no  rewards  decreed  in  any  country,  but  were  amply  paid  among  the 
Highlanders  by  that  honour  and  refpeft  of  which  they  had  a  very  delicate  tafle.  Ava- 
rice,, debauchery,  churliflinefs,  deceit,  ingratitude,  which  can  fcarcely  be  punifhed  by 
the  magiftrate,  were  banifhed  by  the  dreadful  fear  of  (hanie,  Thefe  two  provifions^ 
which  kind  nature  hath  made  for  direfling  the  condud  of  man,  were  fo  incorporated 
with  the  hearts  and  manners  of  the  people,  that  the  influence  of  them  came  down  to 
our  days,  and  continued  a  good  fupplement  to  the  want  of  law,  and  to  the  l:ime  execu- 
tion of  what  law  they  had.  Men  of  lively  open  tempers  are  generally  fi.icere,  faithful, 
and  religious  obferveis  of  their  words.  Men  ufed  lo  terminate  their  difput^ts  by  the 
fword  will  deteft  fraud  and  duplicity  as  the  true  enfigns  of  cowardice.  Yet  it  nnid  be 
owned,  that  their  virtues  were  too  much  confined  to  their  own  community,  whofe  frieiid- 
fliips  and  enmities  every  individual  efpoufed,  and  were  therefore  more  animated  by  the 
fpirit  of  faftion  than  by  their  regard  to  reafon  and  common  juftice,  which  led  tliem 
often  in  a  wrong  way.  Of  all  virtues  their  hofpitality  was  the  moft  extenfive ;  every 
door  and  every  heart  was  open  to  the  ftrangerand  to  the  fugitive  ;  to  thefe  they  w^re 
particularly  humane  and  generous,  vied  with  one  another  who  would  ufe  them  bed,  and 
looked  on  the  perfon  who  fought  their  proteftion  as  a  facred  depofiitm,  which  on  no 
confideration  they  were  to  give  up.  Men  of  narrow  principles  are  difpofed,  to  attribute 
the  uncommon  hofpitality  of  the  Highlanders  not  fo  much  to  generofity  as  to  felf-love, 
the  abfolute  want  of  inns  making  it  neceflary  to  receive  the  flranger,  in  hopes  of  being 
repaid  in  iheir  own  perfons,  or  in  that  of  their  friends.  Hofpitality 'was  founded  on 
immemorial  cuftom,  before  the  thoughts  of  men  were  contra£ted  by  the  ufe  of  weights 
and  meafures,  and  reckoned  fo  far  a  facred  obligation  as  lo  think  therafclves  bound  to 
entertain  the  man  who  from  a  principle  of  ill-will  and  refentment,  fomed  *  upon  them 
with  a  numerous  retinue,  which  went  under  the  name  of  the  Oiiious  Vifitur,  Coinimh 
'  Dhu'migh.  Of  this  there  have  been  inftances  within  a  century  back  ;  which  kind  of 
hofpitality  could  fcarce  be  fuppofed  felf-interefted. 

To  return  from  this  digreflion  (if  it  be  one)  about  the  favourite  virtues  of  the  iflanders 
and  their  neighbours  on  iheoppofite  coafl.  Let  us  recolieft,  that  when  our  fovereigns 
had  a.iv  refpite  from  foreign  and  domeflic  troubles,  they  did  not  neglcd  to  try  all 
mean.s  to  ailimilate  thefe  dillant  flcirts  of  their  dominions  to  their  other  more  peaceable 
and  induftrious  fubjefts.  The  moft  of  the  proprietors,  initead  of  holding  of  the  lords 
of  the  ifles,  were,  on  the  fall  of  that  great  family,  direfted  by  their  bcli  friends, to  get 
their  charters  confirmed  by  King  James  IV.  King  James  V.  maile  an  expedition  among 
them,  to  quell  iheir  infurreftions ;  and  King  James  VI.  ferioUfly  propofed  to  introduce 
the  comforts  of  civiliaition  among  them,  when,  -in  his  fifteenth  parliament,  he  erected 
the  three  burghs  of  Kilkerran  or  Campbeltown,  Inverlochy,  and  Stomeway,  which, 
though  among  a  people  impatient  of  foreign  intruders,  ihey  did'not  produce  the  full, 
effeft  intended  by  government,  yet  made  way  for  beating  and  diftreiTmg  the  rcnegadoes 
into  good  manners,  by  means  of  the  Campbets  and  Mackenzies,  loyal  fubjeds  fupported 
by  public  authority,  as  could  not  mifs  to  determine  the  lilanders  and  others  to  iubmit 
to  good  order.. 

At  length  the  local  cuftoms,  and  fuch  new  ftatutes  as  occafion  required,  enaftcd  by 
the  proprietor,  his  bailey,  and  fome  of  the  belter  fort  of  people,  were  reduced  into 
writing,  not  above  a  century  ago,  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  and  proclaimed  annually  at  1I13. 


>  Made  a  forced  viGt.. 
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church-doors.  Some  of  th'efe  regulations  are  furprizingly  regular  and  diftinft ;  and 
under  the  adminiftrati^jn  of  a  humane  mafler  and  a  judicious  bailey,  the  people  found 
theipfelves  happy  enough.  While  the  fpirit  of  cUnfhip.preferved  any  of  its  warmth, 
the  chieftain  feldom  intended  an  injury ;  and  when  any  was  offered,  by  him  or  by 
another,  it  was  foon  demoliflied  by  the  weight  of  a  multitude ;  but  when  this  balance 
of  power  was  weakened  and  diffolved,  the  people  lay  much  at  mercy.  In  time  of  a 
minority,  or  when  the  proprietor  took  it  into  his  head  to  vifit  London  or  Edinbureh,  the 
eftate  being  left  under  the  management  of  this  bailey,  who  generally  was  the  fteward  or 
faftor,  the  rights  of  mankind  were  often  trampled  under  foot :  being  his  mailer's  eyes, 
ears,  and  almoft  his  very  foul,  by  whom  he  faw,  beard,  and  underAood  every  thing, 
any  obnoxious  perfon  was  eafily  mifreprefented.  In  time  of  a  minority  his  powers  of 
doing  mifchief  were  more  unreltrained,  tutors  being  lefs  attentive  than  any  men  to  their 
own  intereft.  Scarce  an  imperial  procurator  fent  (o  one  of  the  diflant  provinces,  clad 
in  all  the  authority  of  the  fovereign  city,  was  more  dreadful  than  he,  when  a  judge, 
executor  of  the  laws,  raifer  of  the  rents,  a  drover,  and  entrufted  with  keeping  the  lands. 
The  feats  of  juftice  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  ;  the  law  a  flow,  uncertain,  expenfive 
redrefler  of  grievances ;  the  fadlor  like  to  be  fupporied  by  his  conftituent,  while  the 
general  voice  of  a  fervilo  neighbourhood  went  along  with  the  man  in  power.  Thefe 
were  difcouragements  which  the  feeble  efforts  of  a  farmer  could  not  eafily  furmounf. 
In  proportion  as  the  old  military  fpirit  decayed,  all  ihe  natural  and  artificial  connexions 
of  the  clans  diffijlved  apace  j  every  man  was  then  left  fingte,  to  combat  a  force  too 
flrong  for  him  to  manage.  In  a  very  feafonable  hour  the  heritable  jurifdiaions  were 
aboliftied,  and  fheriffs  depending  upon  the  fovereign  alone  appointed  to  difpenfe  Juflice, 
which  was  flirely  a:  great  relief  to  the  ieidges,  where  their  fphere  of  atlion  was  not  too  ex- 
tenfive  for  themfelves  or  the  fubftitutes  they  were  able  or  willing  to  employ  in  excentric 
comers ;  even  in  that  cafe  the  people  murtered  up  more  fpirit,  and  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  the  rights  they  were  born  to. 

The  proprietors  had  dill  a  hold  which  the  laws  could  not  even  modorate  ;  for  they 
could  fet  what  value  they  pleafed  on  their  freehold  ;  and  fome  among  them  who  had  run 
themfelves  in  debt  by  high  iiving ;  fome  who  had  a  paflion  for  money,  and  did  not  fuf- 
iicently  confider  the  ftate  of  their  people,  the  greater  number  midaking  the  high  prices 
of  cattle  and  of  the  other  produce  of  their  lands  fur  the  true  ftandard  by  which  to  elti- 
mate  their  rent-roll,  without  making  the  neceflary  allowance  for  the  greater  dijburfe- 
ment  of  the  farmers  in  fervants'  wages,  implements  of  tillage,  and  in  every  article  of 
living  and  family-keeping ;  and  others,  a  few  I  believe,  unwilling  to  fee  any  part  of  their 
former  authority  taken  away  without  a  fuitable  compenfation  for  it,  loaded  their  people 
with  heavier  rents  than  the  advanced  price  of  their  cattle,  &c.  could  bear  ;  and  rather 
than  fink  under  this  burden,  crowds  of  them  made  their  way  to  the  wilds  of  America  • 
though  the  rage  of  emigration,  like  a  contagious  diftemper,  feized  upon  feveral  who 
had  little  caufe  to  complain. 

P.S.  The  hand-filVing  of  the  fouthern  part  of  Scotland  has  put  me  in  mind  of  an 
omiffion  in  the  above.  It  was  an  ancient  praflice,  among  the  men  of  rank  efpecially  to 
lake  an  year's  trial  of  a  wife,  and  if  they  were  mutually  fatisfied  with  one  another  in 
that  lime,  the  marriage  was  declared  good  and  lawful  at  the  expiration  of  it.  But  when 
either  of  the  parties  infifted  upon  a  feparation,  and  that  a  child  was  begotten  in-theyear 
of  probation,  it  was  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  father  only,  and  to  be  ranked  among  his 
lawful  children  next  after  his  heirs.  He  was  not  confidered  as  a  baftardj  becaufe  the 
cohabitation  was  juftified  by  cu.^om,  and  introduced  with  a  view  of  mating  way  for  a 
happy  and  peaceable  marriage.  One  of  the  great  Lords  of  the  Ifles  took  fuch  a  trial  of 
anobieman's  daughter  upon  the  cgniinent,  got  a'fon  by  her,  and  ^ter  feparation  fettled 
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an  extenfive  fortune  upon  him  in  lands  iene>tdus_de  vie,  et  heredibus  meii,  the  greater  paitc 
of  which  his  honourable  poftcrity  poflefs  to  this  day.  Such  was  alfo  the  power  of  cuf- 
tom,  that  this  apprenticefhip  for  matrimony  brought  no  reproach  on  the  feparated  hidy  ; 
and  if  her  charader  was  good,  fhe  was  entitled  to  an  equal  match  as  if  nothing  had  ever 
happened. 

Adultery  was  punilhed  here  by  dipping  the  guilty  in  a  pond,  or  by  making  him  or 
her  ftand  in  a  barret  of  cold  water  at  the  church  door;  and  when  the  rigour  of  judicial 
difcipline  was  a  little  foftcned,  the  delinquent,  clad  in  a  wet  canvafs  fhirt,  was  made  to- 
iland  before  the  congregation ;  and  at  the  clofe  of  fervice,  the  minifter  explained  toi 
him  the  nature  of  his  offence,  and  exhorted  him  to  repentance. 

All  civil  profefTions  were  anciently  hereditary  in  the  ifles.  The  bards,  the Jheancblst- 
or  genealogills,  the  phyficians,  the  pipers,  and  even  the  cooks,  all  of  whom  had  appoint- 
ments in  lands  fettled  on  them,  according  to  the  mumhcent  temper  of  the  feudal  go- 
vernment. It  was'  only  in  the  time  of  our  fathers,  that  Macdonald  of  Clan-ronald's 
Sheanchy  and  Bard,  Mac-Mhurach,  began  to  pay  rent  for  his  herefable  farm.  The 
other  hereditary  profeflions  have  long  been  come  to  a  clofe,  except  the  Mac-Kartars  and 
Mac-Krumens,  the  pipei^s  of,the  family  of  Mac-Donald  and  Mac-Leod,  who  ftill  pre- 
ferve  their  appointments.  I  fhall  alfo  except  Doctor  John  Maclean,  whofe  anceftora- 
have  been  phyficians  to  the  family  of  Macdonald  for  time  immemorial,  educated  at  the 
expence,  and  preferred  to  the  farm  of  ShuUfta,  near  the  gates  of  Duntuhn.  The  late 
Sir  James  Macdonald,  for  the  farther  encouragement  of  the  above  gentleman,  fettled 
upon  him  a  confiderable  penfion  during  life,  to  raife  alfo  the  emulation  of  any  of  his 
fons  who  might  be  bred  to  his  bufincfs,  when  they  obferve  a  diftin£tion  made  according 
to  the  tnerit  of  thefe  hereditary  profeflors  of  medicine. 

Though  ihe  profeflions  were  confined  to  one  family,  which  might  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed  10  quench  emulation,  yet  the  frequent  occafion  thefe  artills  had  of  intermixing  with 
the  neighbouring  chieftains,  determined  them  to  fupport  the  pride  of  their  fuperiors,  by 
exerting  their  whole  powers  to  excel  every  otiicr  profeflbr  of  their  own  art  ;  becaufe 
*  their  love  and  attachment  to  their  chief  was  the  fiili  principle  of  their  education. 

Neither  have  1  heard  that  any  of  thefe  families  ever  failed,  though,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  thinj^s,  that  fomerimes  might  have  happeneJ  ;  but  they  had  the  choice  of  the 
women  among  their  own  rank,  the  fuperior  often  giving  direflions  in  this  momentous.  , 
affair  ;  and  among  a  number  of  children  fome  one  or  other  would  be  found  fit  to  fol- 
low his  father's,  or,  in  cafe  of  an  accident,  his  uncle's  calHn'g, '  It  would  be  ftrange  in- 
deed, if,  among  ten  or  twelve  foiiSj  Doftor  Maclean  could  not  find  one  with  a  genius- 
for  phyfic. 

0/  the  Gruagich, 
By  the  Same. 
BEFORE  the  arts  of  carving,  engraving,  or  ftatuary-work  were  invented,  or  in  the 
countries,  into  which  they  were  not  introduced,  the  reprefentations  of  the  Divinity,, 
whether  high  or  fubordinate,  were  no  other  than  the  tninks  of  trees,  or  rude  unformed 
flones.  The  emblem  of  the  Supreme  God  at  Dodona,  confecrated  by  the  Hyperbo- 
reaos,  was  the  trunk  of  an  oak,  and  fo  it  was  in  the  Maflllian  grove. 


Eimul^craque  miila  Dcorum 

lit,  cxGfquc  exiaat  iafurmia  truflci's. 
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"Bhe  emblem  of  Apolb  at  Delphi,  fet  up  by  the  Pelas-Gi,  the  primitive  inhabitants  of 
Greece,  was  no  other  than  a  pillar  of  ftone.  Several  examples  of  this  kind  are  men- 
tioned by  Clemens  Alexandrinus  and  Eufebius. 

As  the  Celtic  tribes  worfliipped  fpiritual  Gods,  whether  the  Supreme,  or  fubordinate 
ones  ;  they  well  knew  that  material  reprefenlations  could  not  be  expreffive  of  them, 
though  the>trunko{  a  tree  or  a  ftone  could  vtry  v.-til  mark  out  the  place  of  worfhip,  in 
a  grove  or  on  the  fummit  pt  a  mountain,  where  the  fniall  focicties  in  the  neighbourhood 
might  convene  on  folemn  occafions,  or  as  the  neccfiiiy  of  the  community  might  feem 
to  require,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  favour  and  afliilance  of  the  Divinity  whom  they  re- 
forted  to.  Men  of  different  religious  principles  have  been  often  unjuft  to  one  another 
in  common  charge  of  idolatry  ;  the  Proteftants  lay  it  to  the  account  of  the  Catholics, 
the  Catholics  to  the  account  of  Pagans  of  all  denominations,  which  all  deny,  who  know 
beft  what  they  are  employed  about.  They  furely  pray,  fuch  at  leaft  of  them  as  can 
think,  not  to  a  Hock  or  a  ftone,  whether  in  a  ftate  of  nature  or  formed  by  art  intoa 
ftatue,  but  to  the  Divinity,  of  which  one  or  the  other  is  an  emblem.  Among  the 
variety  of  fubaltern  Divinities,  which  the  Celtic  tribes  worfhipped,  the  fpirit  of  the  fun 
■was  in  the  foremofl  rank,  the  fun  being  the  moll  chearful,  and  ihe  moil:  univerfally  be- 
neficent of  all  created  and  vifible  beings.  It  brought  joy  and  gladnefs  along  with  it  to 
all  the  animal  creation,  to  groves,  to  fields,  and  meadows.  The  day  of  its  return  was 
■celelirated  in  every  diftrift  by  ^feu  dejsye  ;  whence  May-day  was  called  in  the  Gaulle, 
la  Beltein,  the  day  of  Bel's  fire ;  Befis  being  one  of  the  names  of  the  fun  in  Gaut. 
Herodian,  lib.  8.  The  worftiip  of  the  fim  was  fo  frequent,  that  feveral  miftook  it  for 
the  principal  objefl:  of  adoration.  The  inclofures  called  Grianan,  or  Grianham,  the 
Houfe  of  the  Sun,  are  to  be  met  with  every  where,  in  which  they  offered  their  facrifices, 
commonly  horfes,  burnt  betwixt  two  large  fires  ;  whence  the  proverb,  "  He  is  betwixt 
two  Beitein  fires,"  which  is  applied  to  one  in  the  hands  of  two  artful  perfons,  whofe  in- 
trigues he  is  not  able  to  efcape.  From  thefe  Inclofures  they  alfo  received  oracular  re- 
fponfes.  When  the  elegant  arts  were  invented,  the  Celtic  Deities  appeared  carved,  en- 
graved, or  painted,  in  fuch  forms  as  the  imagination  of  the  workman  fuggefted  to  him 
as  the  moft  emblematical  and  expreffive  of  the  common  conceit  they  entertained  of  the 
Divinities  they  meant  to  point  out.  Then  they  changed  the  rude  lumps  into  figures 
refembling  living  creatures,  generally  into  men,  as  being  the  moft  honourable  forms. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Sun,  or  the  God  who,  according  to  the  ancient  creed,  guided  it  in 
its  courfe,  was  figured  as  a  young  lively  man,  with  long,  yellow,  diflievelled  hair  :  under' 
this  appearance  Apollo  hath  the  epith^  of  ;^jlo-o>'.0|Ui)(,  the  golden  haired,  given  him 
by  Euripides  ;  and  of  £i>uifi();o/*of,  the  unftiavcn,  by  Homer,  alluding  to  beams  of  the 
fun,  which  are  long  and  yellow.  This  imaginary  conceit  of  the  Hyperborean  Apollo 
made  its  way  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  win  re  to  this  day  he  is  called  by  the  name 
of  Gruagach,  the  fair-haired.  The  fuperftiiion  or  warm  imagination  of  ignorant 
people  introduced  him  as  a  fportive  falutary  gueft  into  feveral  families,  in  which  he 
played  many  entertaining  tricks  and  then  difappeared.  It  is  a  little  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ago,  fmce  he  halh  been  fuppofed  to  have  got  an  honell  man's  daughter  with  child, 
at  Shulifta,  near  to  Duntulme,  ilie  feat  of  the  funity  of  Macdonald  :  though  it  is  more 
probable,  that  one  of  the  great  man's  reiiuue  did  that  bufinefs  for  him.  But  though 
the  Gruagach  offers  hiinfcif  to  eveiy  one's  fancy  as  a  young  handfome  man,  with  fair 
Ircffes,  his  emblems,  which  are  in  almbll  every  village,  are  no  other  than  rude  unpo- 
lifhcd  Hones  of  different  figures  ju/l  as  they  (et-med  call  up  to  the  hand  of  the  Druid 
who  confecrated  them.  Carving  was  not  introduced  into  thi.  Hebrides ;  and  though  it 
5  had. 
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had,  fuch  of  the  unfoimed  images  as  vere  preferved  would  for  their  aottquity  be  reve- 
renced, in  preference  of  any  attempts  in  the  modem  arts. 

The  Gniagich  ftones,  as  for  as  tradition -can  inform  us,  were  only  honoured  with  li- 
bations of  milk  from  the  hands  of  the  dairy  maid,  which  were  offered  to  Gruagach 
upon  the  Sunday,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  cattle  -on  the  enfuing^  week.  From  this 
cuftomApoHo  feems  to  have  derived  the  epithet  Galaxius.  This  was  one  of  the  fober 
offerings  that  well  became  a  poor  or  frugal  people,  who  had  neither  wine  nor  oil  to 
bellow ;  by  which  they  recommended  their  only  ftock  and  fubfiftcnce  to  their  fa- 
vourite divinity,  whom  they  had  always  in  their  eye,  and  whofe  blellings  they,  enjoyed 

every  day. The  infcription  "  Apullini  Granno"  (Grianich  the  Sunny)  was  on  a 

flone  of  this  kind,  dug  up  from  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  Pretenture,  in  King  James  the 

fixth's  time ^I'he  infcription  in  Gruter,  "  Apollini  Befmo,"  feems  to  have  been 

on  fuch  another, The  rock  idols  of  Cornwall,  in  Dr.  Borlafe,  feem  to  be  of  the 

fame  kind,  though  of  different  forms  j  for  it  was  not  the  (hape,  but  the  confecration, 
that  pointed  out  their  ufcs.  Notwithftanding  they  are  numerous  in  this  illand,  yoa 
will  fcarce  meet  with  any  two  of  them  of  the  fame  caff.  The  idol  ftones  befides 
that  remain  with  us  are  oblong  fquare  altars  of  rough  ftone,  that  lie  within  the  Druidg 
houfes,  as  we  call  them.  Obferve  alfo,  that  the  worQiip  of  the  fun  feems  to  have  con- 
tinued in  England  until  King  Canute's  time,  by  a  law  of  his,  which  prohibits  that,  with 
other  idolatrous  pradices. 


APPENDIX.-NuMBEii  XL 

0/ths  Numbirs  in  the  Hebrides  and' the  Wejlem  Highlands, 

T>..:/1„.  Proteftanti 


Argyle         — 

Argyle         — 
Invemefs      — 


Rofs 


Ifle  of  Mull  — 


Toracy 
Rofs 
Kilmore 
Cannay 
"Muck 
Rum 


Slate  — 

Strath  — 

Portree  — 

Brackadel  — 
DiumiOi  andWatenufh 

Kilmuir  — 

Snizort  — 

Loch-Broom  — 

Affynt ,  — 

Gair-Ioch  — 

Applecrofs  — 

Lock-carran  .  — 


1 200 

1800 

16 

80 

271 

44 

f  1400 

I     900 


Ifle 
Skie. 


Kintail 


i  ^300 
1 800 

aooo 
1600 
3000 
1200 
774 
fonts 
—  —  600 


Romtn 
Caiholic*. 


376 

9 
'3 


.  i  2500    — 
,  1 2500    — 


Invemefi 
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Pariftn- 

*  ProteftanM 

Ronin 

catechizibte. 

Cuholks. 

Glenelg,  Bemera    — 

—       ■   66p 

Knodyart  and  ? 
North  Morrar  5 

-  ■  - 

—     950 

.,,  .      ,South  Morrar 
All  in   1  4ur,„ 

—             4 

^                  lO 

—  3°° 

—  50° 

—  500 

—         43« 

—         4 

Ardnamun:han      — 

—          957 

Morvern                — 

—          XlOO 

Lifmot«  and  Appin 

—        s86o 

.  Invemefe      — 


Argyle 


-  Thefe  aire  th«  Pariftes  mentioned  in  the  Report,  which  I  either  vifited  or  failed  by. 
The  reader  may  be  probaby  defirous  of  a  view  of  the  numbers  contaned  in  the  pther 
iflands  ;  which  fliaU  be  given  SecoA  the  fame  authority,  except  whea  otberwife  men- 
tidned. 

laTernel*      —  Ifle  of  Lewis  *. 


Aigyle 


Stornaway 

Lochs 

Elig 

Barvas  - 

Ifle  of  Harris 
with  Bemera     1 

Pabbay. 

Killegray 

Enfiiy 

Joranfay 

Scaop 
North  Wift  V 
with  Heyfldr  > 

Barra     j 
South  Wift 
withBenbecuU 

Erifca 
Barra  t  ^- 

St.  Kilda  t 
Tir-I  — 

Col  — 


2000 

800 

1000 

1000 


! 

^2000 


250 
80 


1240 
900 


—  1850 

—  1020 

—  3 


•  According  to  the  Bccouht  commwiu'cattd  to  me  by  Mr.  Gillander,  agent  of  the  ifland.  the  1  u  nher  ef 
fi>til*)  in  1  63.  amounted  to  hetwrtn  eight  and  nine  thoul^nd. 

+  Barra  was  a  Protedant  ifte  till  the  tfign  of  Charles  II.  when  fome  Cathoh'c  miflionaries,  tak'ng  ad- 
nntaRf  nf  the  negkft  and  ill  condud  of  the  minifter,  brought  the  iahabitan'  

t  From  Mr.  Macautay'a  Hiflory  oflhatifland. 
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APPENDIX.— Number.  Xn. 

Co/iy  of  a  Writ  of  fire  and  Sword. 

"  CHARLES,  by  the  grjce  of  God,  King  of  Great  liritain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Fahh,  To  our  Lovites  • 

Meffehgers,  our  Sheriffes  in  that  part,  coh- 
junftly  and  "fcverally,  fpecially  conflitut ;  and  to  all  and  funJry  our  leid^'S  whom  it 
elFeirs,  grL'iiting.  Forafmuchas  \\  ce  and  ttie  Lords  of  our  Privy  Councell  being  informed, 
that  upon  the  23d  day  of  June  lalt  by  pad,  xhz  Perfons-  underwritten,  viz.  Lauchlan  - 
M'Laine  of  Broloics,  Hector  Oi^  M'Laine  his  brothef,  &c.  were  orderly  denounced 
rebels  and  put  to  the  horn  by  virtue  of  letters  of  denounciation  direffl  at  tho  iullaQce 
of  Doncan  FiQier,  Procurator  Fifcal  of  the  Jufticiar  Court  of  Argyle  for  our  interefl 
agaihft  them,  for  their  not  compearing  pcrfonally  within  the  Tolbuith  of  the  burgh  of 
Innerrary,  upon  the  faid  23d  day  of  June  laft,  before  Mr.  John  Campbel'  of  Moy, 
Sheriffe  Depute  of  the  Sherriffedome  of  Argyle,  to  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved 
Coufin  and  Councellor  Archibald  Earle  of  Argyle,  Heretable  Jurticiar  General  of  die 
faid  Shyre  of  Argyle  and  the  ifles  thereof,  as  they  who  were  lawfully  cited  .upcm  the 
24th  and  25th  days  of  May  laft,  by  Duncan  Clarke,  Meffenger,  to  have  compeared  the 
faid  day  and  place,  to  have  found  caution  a^ed  in  the  bookes  of  adjournall  for  their 
compearance  the  laid  day,  to  have  anfwered  and  underlyen  the  law  for  their  cnnvo- 
eating  the  number  of  three  or  four  hundreth  men  in  Aprile  laft,  by  fending  of  Fyre 
proces  thro'  the  ifle  of  Mull,  Morveran,  and  other  places,  and  remaining  and  abydeing 
upon  the  lands  of  Knokerfmartin  in  ane  warlyke  pofiure,  from  the  2  2d  of  the  faid 
month  to  the  laft  thereof;  as  alfo  convocating  one  hundreth  men,  and  keeping  them 
'in  arms  .the  fpace  forefaid  at  Gadderly  and  Glenforfay ;  and-  llcklike  for  garrifoning. 
the  houfe  and  fort  of  Cairnbulg  upon  the  day  of  the  faid  month, 

or  ane  or  other  of  them,  with  the  number  of  armed  perfons,  and 

appointing  a  captain  and  other  officers  for'  keeping  the  fame,  and  fecuring  the  country 
againft  the  execution  of  our  laws  ;  for  their  violent  away  carrying  feveraX  corn?,  bear,  ■ 
horfe,  and  fwyne,  arretted  upon  the  lands  of  Croflchoillahd  Sulnavaig,  by  Duncan 
Clarke  Meflenger,  notwithflanding  of  a  lawful  intimation  made  by  the  faid  MefTenger  of 
the  iaid  arreftment ;  and  likewife  for  the  faid  Lauchlan  M'Laine  of  Broloies,  and  Dartd 
Ramfay  commiffary  of  the  ifles,  and  their  followers,  being  in  Tirie  in  Aprile  laft,  and 
oppremng  the  tenants  there,  by  quartering  and  foming  upon  them,  and  caufmg  bring 
meal  and  provifion  frae  the  tenants  and  poffeflbrs  of  Kendway  in  Tirie,  and  others,  to 
.  Lauchlan  M'Laine  baillie,  in  Tirie,  his  houfe  in  Kilfaile  ;•  and  Uftly,  for  the  forfaid 
perfons  and  their  followers,  in  the  months  of  March  or  Aprile  laft,  their  enterin^T  into 
a  league  and  bond,  and  obligeing  themfelves  by  oath  to  join  and  adhere  one  to  another, 
and  immediat'^Iy  thereafter  garrifoned  the  houfe  and  fort  of  Cairnbulg  in  manner  for- 
faid, contrar  to  and  in  contempt  of  our  laws  and  afts  of  parliament  made  againft  thefe 
cryjnes  in  manner  at  length  fpecified  in  the  criminal  letters  raifed  againft  tiiem  there- 
anent,  as  the  faid  letters  of  denunciation,  duly  execute  and  regiftrate  in  the  books  of 
adjournal  of  theJuftice  Court  of  the  Shyre  of  Argyle,  conform  to  the  aft  of  parliament, 
produced  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lords  of  our  Privy  Councell  bears.  At  the  pmceis 
of  the  which  horn  the  forenamed  perfons  moft  proudely  and  contemptuoufly  jye  and 
remain  talung  no  reguard  thereof  nor  of  our  authority  and  laws,  bot  in  contempt  of 


e.  Loyal  or  tine  rBbjefti. 

4  B  2  die 


y  Google 


556  pennant's   8BC0ND  TOUR  IN   SCOTLAND. 

the  fame  haunts,  frequents,  and  repjurs  to  all  places  withiu  this  our  realm,  as  if  they 
were  our  free  leldges.  Wee  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  the  Lords  of  our  Privy- 
Council,  have  made  and  conllitute,  and  hereby  make  and  conftitute,  the  Lord  Keill 
Campbell,  John  Campbell  younger  of  Glenorchy,  Sir  James  Campbell  of  Lawers,  John 
M*Leod  ot  Dunvegan,  Sir  Norman  M'Leod,  Campbell  of  Ardfinglas, 

M'Donald  captain  of  Clanronald,  Alexander  Campbell,  uncle  to  Auchinbreck, 

M'Alafter  of  Loop,  and  Duncan  Stewart  of  Appin,  our  commiflioners  in  that 
■part,  to  the  effeft  after  ibeceified  givand,  grantand,  and  commlttand  to  them  con- 
jimftly  and  feveraily  our  full  power  and  commiffion,  exprefs  bidding,  and  charge  to 
convocat  our  leidges  in  armes,  and  to  pafs,  fearch,  feek,  take,  and  apprehend,  and, 
in  cafe  of  relillance  or  holtile  oppofition,  to  purfue  to  the  death  the  faids  Lauchtan 
Maclaine  of  Broloes  and  remnant  perfons  forefaids  rebells,  for  the  caufes  above-written. 
And  if  for  thdr  defence  they  Ihall  happen  to  flee  to  ftrengthes  or  houfes,  in  that  cafe. 
Wee,  with  advice  forefaid,  give  full,  power  and  authority  to  our  faids  Commiffioners 
conjunftly  and  feveraily  as  f^d  is,  to  pafs,  perfue,  and  affedge  the  faids  flrengths  and 
houfes,  raife  fyre  and  all  kynd  of  force  and  warlyke  engynes  that  can  be  had,  for 
winnmg  and  recovering  thereof,  and  apprehending  the  faids  rebells  and  their  complices 
being  thereintill ;  and  if  in  purfute  of  the  faids  rebells  and  their  complices,  ihey  refift- 
ing  to  be  taken,  or  in  afledging  the  faids  ftrengths  and  houfes,  there  Ihall  happen  to 
be  fyre  raifing,  mutilation,  llaughter,  deftruftion  of  corns  or  goods  or  other  incon- 
veniences to  follow.  Wee,  with  advyce  forefaid,  will  and  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  decern  and  ordwn,  that  the  fame  (hall  not  be  imputed  as  cryme  or  offence 
to  our  faid  Commiffioners,  nor  to  the  perfons  affifting  them  in  the  execution  of  this 
our  commiHion;  with  power  to  our  faids  Commiffioners,  or  fuch  as  fhall  be  convocat 
be  them,  to  bear,  wear,  and  make  ufe  of  hagbutts  and  pidolls  in  the  execution  of  this 
our  commiffion,  notwithftandingof  any  law  in  the  contrary.  And  farder,  we  do  hereby 
take  our  faids  Commiffioners  and  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  affift  them  in  the  execution  of 
this  our  commiflion,  under  our  fpecial  proteftion  and  fafeguard.  And  this  our  com- 
miffion to  continow  and  endure  for  the  fpace  of  ane  year  after  the  date  hereof :  Fro- 
vyded  that  our  faids  Commiffioners  give  ane  account  to  us  of  their  diligence  and  pro- 
cedure herein  betwixt  and  the  firft  day  of  January  next. 

*'  Our  wHl  is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  (tri£Hy  and  command  that,  incontinent 
thir  our  letters  feen,  ye  pafs  to  the  market  cro(res  of  and  other 

places  needful,  and  thereat  in  our  name  and  authority  command  and  charge  all  and 
fundry  our  good  and  loving  fubjeds,  in  their  moft  fubilantial  and  warlyke  manner,  to 
ryfe,  concur  with,  fortify  and  affift  our  faids  Commiffioners  in  the  execution  of  this 
our  commiffion  under  all  higheft  paynes  and  charges  that  after  may  follow. 
Given  at,  2cc." 

The  above  is  copied  from  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  on  the  azd 
July  1675. 

-APPENDIX.— Number  XHI. 

Of  the  Sivvens. 

A  Loathfomc  and  very  infedious  difeafe  of  the  venereaf  kind,  called  the  Sivvens,  has  ' 
long  affli£ted  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands,  and  from  thence  fome  parts  of  the  ■ 
Lowlands  in  Scotland,  even  as  far  as  the  borders  of  England.    Tradition  fays  that  it 
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was  introduced  by  the  foldiers  of  Cromwell  garrifoned  in  the  Highlands.  It  occafions 
foul  ulcers  in  the  throat,  mouth,  and  Ikin,  and  fometimes  deep  boils,  which,  when  utccT' 
ated,  put  on  a  cancerous  appearance.  It-  fometimes  deftroys  the  nofe,  or  caufes  the 
teeth  to  drop  out  of  their  fockeis  ;  fometimes  a  fungus  appears  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  refembling  a  rafterry,  in  the  Erfe  language  called  Sivven.  This  diforder  chiefly 
attacks  children,  and  the  lowell  clafs  of  people,  who  communicate  it  to  each  other  by 
their  dirty  habit  of  living.  It  is  propagated  not  only  by  fleeping  with,  fucking,  or  fa- 
luting  the  infefted,  but  even  by  ufing  the  fame  fpoon,  knife,  glafs,  cup,  pipe,  clolh, 
&c.  before  they  have  been  waflied  and  cleaned.  This,  like  other  fpeci^  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  is  cured  by  mercury ;  and  the  only  means  of  preventing  fo  dreadful  a 
malady  is  by  the  ftrifteft  attention  to  every  circumftance  of  cleanlinefs. 

APPENDIX.— Number  XIV. 

On  the  Duche/i  of  AthoU  and  Lady  Wright  Jijhing  at  Atbcll-Houfe. 

Bf  a  Ladv. 

WHERE  filver-footed  Garry  nimbly 'flows, 
Whofe  verdant  banks  the  nymphs  and  naiads  love } 

Where  nature  ev'ry  blooming  fweet  bellows^ 
Not  lefs  delightful  than  Idalia's  grove ; 

'As  contemplation  led  my  wand'ring  feet 
Along  the  margin  of  the  cryftal  flood. 
The  feather'd  fongfters  haiPd  the  fweet  retreat. 
And  gentle  zephyrs  whifper'd  thro*  the  wood. 

Charm'd  with  the  fcene,  filent  a  while  I  gaz'd. 

Intently  liftening  to  the  murm'ring  dream. 
In  grateful  tranfports  nature's  God  J  prais'd. 

And  long'  my  foul  purfu'd  the  rapt'rous  theme. 

At  length  1  heard,  or  fancy  form'd  the  tale, 
.  A  gentle  voice  in  mouninil  notes  complain  J 
Soft  echo  bore  the  accents  thro*  the  vale. 
And  thus  the  mourner  feem'd  to  breathe  his  pain : 

**  Why  did  I  idly  leave  the  coral  graves,  ': 

Where  fafety  on  the  bread  of  filence  lies? 
Danger  dill  waits  the  heedlefs  fool  that  roves, 
And  in  purfuit  of  fleeting  blils  he  dies. 
*'  One  fetal  day,  as  near  the  brink  I  dray'd, 

,  Two  pleafing  forms  lean'd  o'er  the  trembling  brook ;. 
Their  gentle  fmiles  an  artlefs  mind  betray'd : 
Mifchief  fare  never  wore  fo  fiur  a  look  I        * 

«  Each 
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**  Each  held  a  magic  wand  with  wond'rous  grace, 
'  A  pendant  line  convey'd  the  tempting  l>ait  j 

O !  fight  portentous  to  the  finny  race. 

Fraught  with  the  dire  pommand  of  cruel  fate ! 
**  My  tender  mate'  phy'd  fearlefs  by  my  fide  ; 
With  eager  joy  ihe  fnatch'd  the  hiddendarf, 
laftant,  alas!  I  loft  my  lovely  briJe; 

What  racking  torture  feiz'd  piy  wounded  heart ! 

**  ^'er  fince  that  hour,  to  pining  grief  a  prey. 
My  flowing  tears  increafe  my  native  flood" ; 
In  melancholy  fighs  I  wafte  the  day, 

And  fliun  the  commerce  of  the  I'caly  brood. 

**  Should  chance  this  mournful  tale  at  Blair  relate. 

Where  dwell  the  dang'roua  fair  who  caus'd  my  pain ; 
They  'who  can  love  fo  well  would  mourn  my  fate. 
And  ne'er  difturb  our  harmlefs  race  again." 


APPENDIX.— Number  IV. 

Repojilory  of  Ajhes, 

TWO  miles  north  of  Coupar  Angus,  near  a  fmall  village  called  Coupar  Grange, 
on  a  gentle  eminence,  was  lately  difcovered  \  repofitory  of  the  aflies  of  facrifices,  which 
our  anceftors  were  wont  to  offer  up,  in  honour  of  their  deities.  It  is  a  large  fpace, 
'  of  a  circular  form,  fenced  with  %  wall  on  either  fide,  and  paved  at  bottom  with  flags. 
The  walls  are  about  five  feet  in  height,  and  built  with  coarfe  ftone.  '  They  form  an 
outer  and  an  inner  circle,  diHant  from  each  other  nine  feet.  The  diameter  of  the  inner 
circle  is  fixty  feet ;  and  the  area  (^  it  n  of  a  piece  with  the  circumjacent  foil.  But  the 
fpace  between  the  walls  is  filled  with  afhes  of  wood,  particularly  oak,  and  with  the 
bones  of  various  fpecies  of  animals.  I  could  plainly  diitinguilh  tlte  extremities  of  fe- 
Teral  bones  of  ftieep  ;  and  was  informed  that  teeth  of  oxen  and  flieep  had  been  found. 
The  top  of  the  walls  and  afhes  is  near  two  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  field.  'Ihe 
entry  is  from  the  N.  W.  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  breadth.  From  it  a  paihway 
fix  leet  broad,  and  paved  with  fmall  flones,  leads  eallward  to  a  large  free>llont',  Hand- 
ing ere£t  between  the  walls,  and  reaching  five  feet  above  the  pavement,  fuppoi  ted  by 
other  (loaes  at  bottom.  It  is  flat  on  the  upper  part  and  two  feet  fquare.  Another 
repofitory  of  the  fame  kind  and  dimenfions  was  fome  months  a^o  difcovered  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  three  hundred  paces  from  the  former.  From  the  numbers  of  oak  trees  that 
have  been  digged  out  of  the  neighbouring  grounds  it  would  appear  that  this  was  an- 
ciently a  -grove. 

A  further  account  of  fimilar  ftruflures  have  been  fmce  communicated  to'me. 

Mr.  Pennant,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Tour  in  Scotbnd,  gives  yn  account  of  an 

ancient  building  difcovered  near  the  viijtge  of  Coupar  Grange,  within  two  miles  of 

Co  upar  in  Angus  ;  this  he  fuppofcs  was  a  repofitory  for  the  afhes  of  the  facrifices  which 

our  9Dceftors  were  wont  to  oier  in  honour  of  their  deities.    A  building  of  this  kind, 
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and  which  probably  had  been  intended  for  the  fame  purpofes,  was  lately  difcOTered 
in  the  county  of  F.ijnburgh,  in  »  field  to  the  north ,  of  Midielon  houfe,  the  feat  of 
Mr.  Micheifon.  and  a^^out  a  mil?  aiiu  half  fouth-wcft  of  Bortliwick  caftle.  This  build- 
ing, lilte  that  defcribed  bv  Mr.  Pt-anant,  was  about  a  foot  iindiT  the  prefent  furface  of 
the  field,  and  was  difcovered  by"  the  plough  ;  it  difl'ered  from  Mr.  Pennant**  in  being  . 
only  an  irregular  fet^ment  of  a  circle,  and  in  having  the  bottom  lined  with  fine  clay  in 

{ilace  of  flags;  like  Mr.  Pennant's,  it  had  a  narrow  entry,  pointing  nearly  N.  W.  Be- 
ow  I  have  j;iven  a  rude  figure,  with  the  diuienfions.  This  building  is  formed  in  ge- 
neral of  roujih  land  ftones,  and  is  open  at  top,  the  ftones  not  bound  or  overlapping 
one  another  as  in  good  mafonry,  and  none,  evrfi  of  the  beft  ftones,  appear  to  have 
been  formed  by  art  j  tbe  furrounding  foil  is  grave!  going  deeper  than  the  foundation 
of  the  walls.  The  whole  fpace  between  the  walls  was  filled  with  materials  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  circumjacent  foil ;  the  grealeft  part  of  the  contents  was  a  rich  black 
mould,  irregularly  interfperfed  with  charcoal  of  wood,  burnt  earth,  and  bones  reduced 
to  a  rdemblance  of  Jaw-duft  ;  a  great  many  teeth  in  a  more  perfed itate..fonie  of  them 
very  entire,  all  evidently  the  teeth  of  Phytophagous  animals,  fome  plainly  the  teeth  of 
fteep  and  oxen,  and  no  appearance  of  human  teeth.  No  artificial  fubftances  were 
found,  nor  any  thing  elfe  but  fome  ftones  that  mult  have  fallen  from  the  furrounding 
walls.  The  whole  bottom  was  lined  to  the  depth  of  fome  inches  with  fine  foft^clay. 
On  a  rifing  ground  to  the  eaft,  called  are  fome  large  ftones,  and  are  ' 

probably  remains  of  fome  ancient  religious  ftrudure.  About  a  mite  to,  the  weft  a  field 
called  the  Chefters,  with  regular  terrafles,  on  a  bank  to  the  north  of  it.  It  is  wiihed 
that  our  Britiih  antiquarians  would  confider  this  ancient  fubterraoeous  building,  and 
give  fome  account  of  it.  ■' 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  that  a  building  of  tbe  above  kind  has  been  lately  difcovered 
in  the  eaft  of  Fife. 


Beginning  of  the  entry 

Length  of  the  entry 

Outward  wall  of  the  circular  part 

Inward  wall  of  ditto 

Height  of  the  circular  walls 

Width  betwua  the  circular  walls 

F. 

2 

>5 

4S 

33 
5 
5 

A'.W 

Incli 
6 

5 

ft 

broad, 
long, 
long, 
long. 

J 

Defcriftion  6f  Cralghall. 

CRAIGHALL,  a  gentleman's  feat,  two  miles  north  of  Blalrgowne.  The  iTtuatior| 
of  it  is  romantic  beyond  the  power  of  defcription.  It  is  placed  in  tbe  midil  qf  a  deep 
glen,  furrounded  on  all  fides  with  wide-extended  dreary  heaths;  where  are  ftill  to  be 
feen'ibe  rude  monuments  of  thoufaads  of  our  anceftors^  who  here  fought  and  fell. 

The 
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The  houfe  itfelf  ftands  on  the  brow  of  a  vift  precipice,  at  the  foot  of  which-  the  riTcr 
Erecht  runs  deep  and  fullen  along.  It  commands  a  profpeft  for  the  fpace  of  half  a 
mile  northward,  the  moft  pleafant  and  moft  awful  that  can  be  conceived.  About 
twice  the  diftance  now  mentioned,  the  river,  that  had  for  many  miles  glided  along  beau- 
tifully no]iing  banks,  covered  with  trees  of  various  kinds  planted  by  the  hand  of  nature, 
feels  itfelf  confined  in  a  narrow  channel,  by  rocks  of  an  aftonifliing  height,  through 
the  chinks  of  which  the  oaks  (hoot  forth  and  embrace  each  other  from  oppofite  fides, 
fo  as  to  exclude  the  kindly  influences  of  the  fun,and  to  occafion  almoft  a  total  darknefs 
betow.  The  ftream  concealed  from  our  view  makes  a  tremendous  noife,  as  if  affrighted 
by  the  horrors  of  its  confinement.  The  echoing  of  the  caves  on  every  fide  render  the 
fcene  flill  more  dreadful.  At  length  the  river  is  diverted  in  its  courfe  by  a  promontory 
of  a  great  height,  vulgarly  called  Lady  Lindfay's  Cattle.  Near  the  fummit  this  rock  is 
feparated  tnto  two  divifions,  each  of  which  rifcs  to  a  confiderable  height,  oppofite  one 
to  another,  and  appear  like  walls  hewn  out  of  folid  Hone.  In  the  intermediate  fpace, 
fame  fays,  this  adventurous  heroine  fixed  her  refidence.  After  a  few  more  windings, 
the  river  direds  its  courfe  to  Craighall;  having  faluted  feveral  impending  precipices  as 
it  rulhed  along;  patticularly  one  of  enormous  fize  and  fmooth  in  front,  at  the  bafeof 
which,  in  a  hollow  cavern,  is  heard  a  continual  dropping  of  water  at  regular  intervals. 

Reeky  Linn. 

REKKY  LINN,  three  miles  nonh  of  Alyth,and  two  from  the  famous  hlllofBarry, 
one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful  cafcades  of  water  in  Scotland.  The  river  Iflay 
.  here  darts  over  a  precipice  fixty  feet  in  height.  I'hrough  the  violence  of  the  fall  the 
vapour  is  forced  upward  in  the  air  Hke  fmoke,  or,  as  the  Scotch  term  it,  reek,  from 
-whence  it  has  its  name.  For  a  confiderable  fpace  along  the  courfe  of  the  river,  the 
rocks  on  each  fide  rife  a  hundred  feet,  and  the  river  itfelf,  in  feveral  places,  has  been 
found  thirty  fathoms  deep. 

0/ certain  Antiquities  in  the  Neighbourhood  ef  Perth. 
Communicated  by  Mr.  Thomas  Maksk  ill. 

ON  the  eaftem  banks  of  the  Tay,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  above  Perth,  is  a  place 
called  Roine,  to  which  the  Roman  road,  traced  from  Ardoch  to  Iimerpeffery  and  Dup- 
plin,  points,  and  is  continued  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Tay,  in  the  manner  that  ffiall  be 
prefently  obferved. 

At  Rome  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  bridge  made  of  wood  j  for,  in  very  dry  feafons, 
Jarge  beams  of  oak,  placed  up  and  down  the  fl:ream,  are  feen.  Thefe  were  the  founda- 
tions, fixed  exaflly  in  a  fpoc  where  the  tide  never  flows,  and  is  only  immediately  out  of 
its  reach.  This  bridge  was  much  frequented,  ftrongly  guarded,  perhaps  often  attacked  j 
for  in  the  ground  on  the  weftem  fide  are  frequently  found  urns. 

About  half  ^  mile  eaft  of  Rome,  at  a  place  called  Sherifftown,  are  the  veftiges  of  a 
fort,  but  much  defaced  by  agriculture.  The  caufeway  or  Roman  road  is  continued 
from  Rome,  turns  north  at  the  fields  of  Sherifftown,  and  paffes  through  a  noted  Roman 
camp  at  Graffywall. 

In  its  courfe  it  goes  by  a  druidical  temple  confifting  of  nine  large  ftones,  furroundtng 
an  area  oj  twenty-fiye  feet  diameter,  placed  on  a  fummit  commanding  a  great  view. 
The  road  then  pafles  Berry-hill,  and  through  the  village  of  Dirige-moor,  where  it  is 
very  complete.  From  thence  it  is  continued  by  the  houfe  of  Byres,  Stobhall,  and 
Gallow-moor,  near  which  ^re  two  othex  druidical  temples,  of  nine  Hones  each.    The 
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road  afterwards  pafles  near  E.  Hutton,  and  from  thence  runs  to  the  banks  of  the  Ula 
or  Hay.  Its  whole  courfe  from  Rome  to  this  place  is  nine  miles,  vifible  in  many  places, 
Idl  fo  near  to  the  villages  as  the  ftones  have  been  removed  for  building. 

At  .the  fpot  where  the  road  touches  on  the  Ilia,  a  bridge  is  fuppofed  once  to  have 
flood :  the  necellity  is  evident ;  for  on  the  oppodte  fide  was  a  confiderable  Roman 
polL  The  Romans  profited  of  the  commodious  accident  of  the  two  rivers,  the  Taj 
and  the  Ilia,  which  unite  at  a  certain  diftance  below.  Thefe  formed  two  fecure  fences : 
the  Romans  made  a  third  by  a  wall  of  great  thicknefs,  defended  again  b^  a  ditch  both 
on  the  infide  and  the  outfide.  Thefe  extend  three  miles  in  a  line  from  the  Tay  to  the 
Ilia,  leaving  within  a  vail  fpace,  in  form  of  a  Delta..  Near  the  head  of  the  bridge  is  a 
large  mount  exploratory,  and  probably  once  protected  by  a  tower  on  the  fummit.  On 
a  line  with  this  are  two  others  i  one  about  the  middle  of  the  area,  the  other  nearer  the 
Tay  :  thefe  are  round ;  but  Mr,  Marfliall  doubts  whether  they  are  the  work  of  art. 
But  clofe  to  the  jundion  of  the  Tay  and  Ilia  is  a  fourth,  ardficia],  which  is  flyled  Car- 
rick-know,  or  the  Boat.hill,  and  feems  defigned  to  cover  a  landing-place.  I  mufl  note 
that  the  wall  is  flyled  the  Cleaving-wall.  It  merits  further  difquifition,  as  it  will  pro* 
bably  be  found  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  ufes  of  the  camps  at  Hiethic  and  other  places  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  fome  native  antiquary  may  have  ample  time  to  explore. 

Not  far  from  Blairgown  is  a  vail  re£bmgufar  inclofure,  encompafled  with  a  lofty 
rampart  and  a  deep  ditch ;  the  length  is  an  Englifh  mile  and  a  quarter;  the  breadth 
half  a  mile.  Three  rifing  grounds  run  parallel  to  each  other  the  whole  length  of  it. 
Two  rivulets  and  Lomty  water  take  likewiTe  parallel  courfes  at  the  bottom  between 
ihefe  riiings.  In  certain  parts  within  are  multitudes  of  tumuli.  The  fame  are  obfenred 
in  greater  numbers  on  the  fouth  exterior  fides,  and  fome  on  the  eaft.  With  diem  are 
mixed  feveral  circular  buildings,  with  an  entrance  on  one  part :  of  thefe  little  more 
than  the  foundations  are  left,  which  are  fix  feet  thick.  Some  include  an  area  of  forty- 
tight  feet ;  but  the  greater  number  only  twenty-feven.  The  ditch  is  on  the  tnfide ;  by 
which  this  inclofure  appears  to  have  been  defigned  for  a  difiermt  purpofe  than  a  camp. 
It  probably  was  an  offidum  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country :  the  circular  foun- 
dadons,  the  reliques  of  their  habitations,  which,  when  entire,  might  have  been  of  the 
form  of  the  Danilh  Dunes,  fo  frequent  in  the  Hebrides  j  as  the  tumuli  are  certainly  the 
places  of  interment. 


APPENDIX— NoMBBR  XVI. 

Att  ohridg^  Account  0/ tbf  Effeiii  sf  the  Lightning  which  broke  on  MelwU  Hwfe,  in  Fife* 
JhirettbeSeatoftbe  Earl  of  Leven^  w  the  ijlh  cf  Oilober,  1733: 

Sdo^  ExtnAs  of  a  Leuerfrom  Mr.  Colin  Maclaukih,  ProfelTor  or  Mathematici  at  Edinburgh,  to 
Sir  Hahi  Sloans. 

«  8IR,  Edinburgh,  December  3,  1733. 

«  AT  the  define  of  the  Earl  of  Leven  I  went  to  Melvill  houfe,  and  took  a  particular 
furvey  of  the  effe£ta  of  the  lightning,  which  broke  upon  the  houfe  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber laft.  As  fome  of  them  were  very  furprifing,  I  thought  it  might  be  worth  while  to 
fend  you  the  following  relation,  not  doubting  of  your  thinking  it  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  Royal  Sod^.  The  houfe  Hands  about  twenty  miles  north  from  Edinburgh, 
on  the  north  fide  of  a  plain,  which  extends  far  from  eaft  to  weft  and  towards  three 
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miles  broad,  fronts  to  the  eaflward  of  fouth,  /and  Hear  it  are  great  plantations,  which 
■  almoft  furround  it,  and  in  fome  places  extend  to  the  diflance  of  three  mifes. 

"  We  had  fine  weather  in  this  country  from  the  gth  to  the  a5ih  of  OSober,  when 
the  mercury  fell  very  confiderably,  and  the  v?eather  changed.  The  26th  was  a  very 
bad  day,  having  heavy  rain,  and  in  fome  places  fnow  and  hail.  On  the  27th  the  wind 
was  wed,  the  morning  cloudy,  and  we  had  thunder  and  lighliung  in  many  places  very 
remote  from  Melvill. 

"  It  was  on  the  37th,  betwixt  fix  and  feven  in  the  morning,  that  (he  lightning  broke 
upon  the  houfe,  attended  with  loud  peals  of  thunder.  I  could  only  meet  with  one  man. 
who  was  in  the  fields  at  that  time,  who  was  fo  much  terrified  that  I  could  gather  but 
Hltle  from  him.  He  faid  the  dorm  came  from  the  N.  E.  towards  the  S.  W.,  felt  iC 
very  hot,  and  a  ftrong  fulphureous  fmell  as  the  lightning  pcilfed  over  him ;  faw  it  break, 
as  he  imagined,  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  among  the  trees  near  the  houfe, 
filling  all  the  country  round  with  an  extraordinary  light. 

-  *'  The  houfe  is  covered,  with  lead,  and  has  four  chimney-tops  on  each  fide  of  the 
cupola.  Of  the  four  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  houfe,  one  of  them,  in  which  was  one  of 
the  kitchen  vwits,  and  where  there  only  Was  fire  at  that  time  of  the  morning,  was  beat 
down  level  with  the  lead  roof :  fome  of  the  ftones  were  carried  above  one  hundred  feet 
into  the  garden.  The  Dates  which  covered  the  floping  part  of  the  roof  on  the  weft  end 
were  broke  off  for  a  confiderable  fpace.  There  was  one  breach  appearing  in  the  outfide 
of  the  wall,  which  we  were  fure  pierced  through  it :  this  was  in  the  attic  ftory,  towards 
•he  weft  end  of  the  north  front.  A  ftone  was  drove  twenty  feet  from  the  breach  upon 
a  level,  broke  a  fpHnter  off  a  ftone  ftep  of  a  back  ftaircafe,  and  rebounded  twelve  feet. 
That  part  of  the  lightning  which  "produced  the  moft  confiderable  effects  came  down  the 
chimney-head,  which  is  the  moft  northerly  of  the  four  on  the  eaft  of  the  cupola,  where 
there  is  a  vent  of  another  chimney  in  the  kitchen.  In  its  defcent  it  made  feveral  breaches' 
in  that  vent :  it  is  plain  that  two  proceeded  from  it,  becaufe  the  fmoke  from  that  chrm- 
ney  proceeded  from  both ;  one  of  them  in  the  great  ftaircafe,  from  which  3  ftone  of 
thirty-two  pounds  heavy  weight  was  beat  out,  fo  as  to  ftrike  the  marble  floor  at  twenty- 
fix  feet  diftance,  meafured  on  a  levels  and  after  that  rebounded  on  the  adjoining  wall. 
All  (he  windows  were  entire  in  this  ftaircafe ;  nor  did  any  other  effe^s  appear  there. 
The  other  breach  in  this  vent  was  in  the  oppofite  direction,  and  pierced  into  a  Bed- 
chatnbA*  on  the  eaft  fide,  where  was  a  noifome,  fulphureous  fmell  for  a  confiderable 
lime  after,  and  a  great  heat :  it  made  in  the  bed-chamber  a  large  breach  in  the  plaifter 
cornice,  and  earned  plaifter  and  lath  quite  acrofs  the  room.  Many  panes  of  glafs  were 
broke  in  both  windows.  I  apprehend  there  muft  have  been  another  breach  firom  the 
fame  vent  with  a  fouth  direftion,  becaufe  of  the  wonderful  pffed  in  the  comer  of  the 
great  dining-room,  where  a  fmall  fplinter  of  wood,  about  thirteen  inches  long,  and  not 
heavier  than  two  quills,  was  beat  with  fo  much  force  againft  the  floor,  as  to  leave  a 
mark  equal  to  the  depth  and  length  of  its  own  body.  On  taking  down  the  panael  be- 
longing to  this  bit  of  moulding,  there  was  a  crevice  found,  and  this  is  very  near  oppo- 
fite  to  the  great  breach  in  the  ftaircafe,  only  about  four  feet  higher,  but  divided  by  ihe 
folid  mid  wall  of  the  houfe.  In  this  dining-room  .many  of  the  pifture-frames  were 
fcorched,  the  paintings  defaced  and  fpoiled,  but  the  canvas  entire.-  Panes  broke  here 
iu  all  the  windows  ;  and  the  window-curtains  fo  much  finged  as  to  blacken  our  hands, 
on  rubbing  the  fide  next  the  windows.  In  the  drawing-room  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
great  dining-room,  the  cornice  plaifter  was  broke,  in  many  places,  and  panes  broke.. 
The  bed-chamber  next  it  was  already- mentioned. 
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**  In  the  draniDg-room  on  the  weft  end  of  this  dining-room,  the  windows  were  en- 
tire, the  ftiutters  clofe,  the  doors  locked,  and  no  foot  came  down  the  chimney  ;  yet 
there  is  a  large  deep  fplinter  tore  out  of  a  ftrong  oak  pannel.  Before  the  pannel  (lands 
a  japaned  cabinet,  greatly  tamifhed  at  one  end.  A  pier  glafs  betwixt  the  windows,  iij 
a  glafs  frame,  has  two  breaches  in  the  frame,  and  the  reft  entire.  In  the  bed-chambet 
next  to  this  drawing-room  nothing  was  obferved.  In  the  comer  of  the  dreiSng-room 
.belonging  to  this  apartment  there  ftood  a  barometer,  which  was  broke  in  pieces  :  the 
mercury  difappeared,  and  we  could  hnd  no-remains  of  it.  I  muH  mention  in  this  place, 
that  his  lordfliip  would  not  allow  a  ferrant  to  clean  any  part  of  this  principal  floor  till  I 
fhould  fee  the  effeds  of  the  lightning.  In  this  dreiTmg-room  the  panaels  ,were  much 
'  broke  and  fliattered  ;  and  of  thirty  panes  ftiteen  were  broke.  ' 
,  "  Below  thefe  apartments,  in  the  firfl  floor,  is  the  bed>chamber  where  my  lord  and 
lady  lay,  bang  the  centre  room  in  the  weft  front.  Two  panes  of  one  of  the  windows 
were  broke,  and  the  glals  found  fticking  on  the  curtains  of  the  bed.  Many  pieces  of 
the  mouldings  of  the  pannels  were  broke  and  torn  off.  I'he  mirror  of  a  drelfing-glals 
broke  to  pieces,  the  quickfilver  melted  off,  but  the  frame  entire,  and  ftood  in  its  place  j 
it  fraelt  of  fulphur  for  fome  hours  after.  Two  fmall  pidures  beat  from  one  fide  of  the 
room  to  the  other.  A' pier  glals  betwixt  the  windows  entire,  but  the  pannel  below  it 
beat  out ;  and  a  cheft  of  drawers  before  the  pannel  received  no  harm.  The  frames  of 
two  pictures,  which  hung  at  the  fide  of  the  bed,  were  much  broke ;  and  one  of  the 
pannels  fell  out  lately,  when  a  fervam  was  duftingit. 

"  My  lord's  account  of  what  he  obferved  is,  that  he  was  awaked  with  the  nmfe  of  a 
great  guft  of  wtnd  ;  that,  upon  looking  up  and  drawing  the  curtain,  be  perceived  the 
lightning  enter  the  room  with  great  brightnefs;  appearing  of  a  bluifli  colour.  It  made 
him  cover  his  eyes  for  a  moment ;  and  on  looking  up,  the  light  feemed  to  be  abated, 
and  the  bluifli  colour  had  difappeared ;  ^t  the  fame  time  he  heard  the  thunder,  which 
made  an  uncommon  noife ;  be  felt  at  the  fame  time  the  bed  and  the  whole  room  Ihake, 
much  in  the  fame  manner  one  feels  a  horfe  when  he  routes,  and  was  like  to  be  choaked 
with  the  fulphur.  When  the  maid  opened  the  door,  ihe  was  fcarcely  able  to  breathe 
from  the  fulphureous  fteams  which  filled  the  room  ;  happily  th?  room  was  large,  bdng 
twenty-two  feet  fquare,  and  fixteen  feet  high. 

*'  In  an  adjoining  bed-chamber  a  gilded  fcreen  was  quite  fpoiled,  and  though  folded 
'  up,  the  gilding  is  burnt  off  every  leaf. 

"  In  theparlour  the  gilding  was  melted  off  the  leather  hangings  nearly  of  this  fonn\ 

and  in  the  window  direftly  oppofite,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-four  feet,  in  one  of  the 
panes,  there  is  a  rent  exactly  of  the  fame  form  with  the  melted  place  of  the  ^Idiag, 
which  does  not  reach  to  either  end  of  the  pane,  about  two  inches  long  each  line,  the  . 
length  of  the  lines  of  the  melted  hangings  being  above  two  feet  each.    This  room  in 
the  fouth  front.  '  ,     - 

"  In  the  drawing-room  on  this  floor  there  were  many  effeds  of  the  lightning.  It 
has  two  windows  to  the  fouth,  and  two  to  the  eaft.  A  pannel  was  loofe,  but  kept  from." 
felling  by  a  half-length  picture  *hich  hung  before  it,  upon  a  nail  in  the  wall  above  the 
top  of  the  pannel :  on  removing  the  pifture  the  pannel  came  down,  and  a  piece  of  ftohe 
in  the  wall  fell  in,  which  probably  had  beat  the  pannel  out  of  its  place.  On  the  outfide 
of  the  houfe  we  difcovered  two  breaches  oppofite  to  the  paimel,  but  they  did  not  feem 
to  go  deep.  Several  other  pannels  were  beat  out,  and  particularly  one  of  nine  feet  high, 
and  three  feet  bivad,  was  beat  out  fo  to  as  to  have  the  iniide  tamed  outward,  and  was 
4  c  a  ,  -  found 
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found  refttng  Tvith  the  end  upon  a  chair.  Betwixt  the  two  fouth  windows  (fawd  a  [ner 
glafs,  which  has  a  piece  taken  out  of  it  of  a  fetnicircular  figure,  nearly  three  inches  long 
and  tvo  inches  deep,  and  no  crack  or  flaw  in  the  reft  of  the  glals;  the  gilded  fnune 
^uch  fmged  above  and  below :  the  piece  was  found  broken,  and  one  put  had  the 
quickfilrer  melted  :  above  the  glafs  we  perceived  a  hole  in  the  paonel,  as  if  burnt 
through.  There  was  only  one  pane  broke  in  this  room,  which  was  in  one  of  the  eaft 
windows.  The  hole  in  the  pane  was  of  the  fize  and  fliape  of  a  weaver's  Qiuttle.  A 
elafs  (like  the  other)  which  Itood  betwixt  the  two  eaft  windows  was  broke  in  peces : 
me  chimney-gtafs  not  touched.  The  vent  of  this  room  goes  to  the  chimney-top,  which 
was  beat  down. 

**  In  the  adjoining  bed-chamber,  there  were  fereral  pannelsbeat  out,  and  fome  parts 
of  them  appeared  to  be  burst.  A  piece  of  ftone  was  found  in  the  floor,  which  was 
evidently  beat  from  behind  one  of  the  pannels,  from  a  large  hard  ftone,  which  appeared 
to  be  much  fliattered. 

**  In  the  attic  ftory  is  the  billiard-room,  above  the  two  eaft  drawing-rooms :  here  the 
floor  is  torn  up  in  two  places,  and  large  fplinters  are  carried  off  &om  the  middle  of  the 
planks.  A  picture  was  driven  out  of  its  frame  towards  the  other  fide  of  the  room  j  the 
leather  hangings  torn,  and  the  gilding  melted  in  many  places.  Of  forty  panes  in  this 
rocm,  thirty-four  were  broke. 

"  Above  the  drefling-room,  where  the  barometer  was  broke,  is  an  interible,  what 
there  is  a  confiderable  breach  in  the  infide  of  the  wall,  from  which  lime  and  nibbifli 
were  beat  over  the  room.  On  a  fhetf  feveral  glafles  were  broke,  as  were  fome  bottles, 
and  a  china  bowl :  four  large  bottles  fiill  of  gunpowder  on  the  feme  Ihelf  efcaped  un- 
touched. 

"  In  the  under  ftory,  in  the  kitchen,  one  of  the  windows  looking  eaft  was  beat  to 
pieces  :  one  of  the  iron  bands  beat  to  the  oppolite  wall ;  the  other  was  driven  out  of  a 
door,  in  a  dire£Uon  at  right  angles  to  the  former;  the  plaifter  below  the  window  torn 
up ;  and  a  lead  dflem  which  flood  near  it  received  (bme  damage. 

**  No  perfon  in  the  houfe  received  any  harm,  except  that  my  lord  complained  much 
of  his  eyes  for  fome  days." 


APPENDIX.— Number  XVII. 

Co/y  ef  King  Malcolm's  Charter  to  the  Town  rfSt.  Andrew's, 

MALCOLMUS,  Rex  Scottorum,  omnibus  fuis  probls  hominibus  falutem.  Sdatis 
me  conceffifie  hac  Carta  confirmafle  Burgenfibus  Epifcopi  Sanfti  Andrese  onmes  liber. 
tales  et  confuetudines,  quas  mei  Burgenles  communes  habent  per  totam  terrara  meam, 
et  qiiibufcunque  portibus  applicuerint.  ^ua  de  re  volo  et  firmiter  fuper  meum  plena- 
rium  foris  faftum  prc^iibeo  ne  quis  ab  ilhs  aliquid  injufte  exigat.  Teftibus,  Walter© 
Cancellarip,  Hugone  de  Moriviile,  "Walter©  filio  Alani,  Waltero  de  LyndyJay,  Roberto 
Avenel.    Apud  SanChim  Andream. 
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APPENDIX.— Number  XVIII. 

THE  ROMAN  MEASURES,  whereof  Velpafian's  Congius  was  their  Standard,  com- 
pared with  the  MEASURES  ufed  at  prefent  (anno  1775)  in  Annandale,  where,  as 
in  atl  other  Parts  of  Scotland,  the  Stirling  Jug,  or  Scots  Pint,  continues  to  be  the 
Standard. 


Roman  Meafuret. 

Inchtt. 

Annandalc  Meafurei. 

Englid. 
Cubic 

iBChtt. 

UiScnua. 

3  Sexuriiu  i  Congfut 

"JVA 

I  Scott  Pint  or  Jiigg 

■■>3'A°- 

00  tVb  Cub.  Inch. 

6  Ditto  I  Congiui 

jc?-^ 

2  Piatt  I  ADDtodale  Cap 

1061 

■!>    D'  D'. 

+  CongJui  1  Una 

82811 

t  Ditto  CapiSKtlot 

837-U 

|.»1  !>•  D'.  , 

8  Congiui  I  Amphora 

.6y6-ii 

8  Ditto  Capi  1  Firlot 

|6J,--! 

,,5,     c.  £,.. 

3  Modiui  I  Amphora 



4  Fitloli  t  BoU 

66,7l-' 

_       _        _ 

10  Awphort  1  Cultua 

3J"3«'Ab 

10  Firlolt  5  BoUt        — 

IJoSstV. 

41iV.«'A  Scott  GiUi. 

JOHN  LESSLIE. 
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Li^  of  Scots  Maau/a^ures,  which  are  exforUd^  and  were  madtf  Es^c. 

CORDAGE,  ropes,  and  atl  fcvts  of  twine ;  Leith,  Greenock,  Port  Glafgow. 

Earthern,  Delit,  and  Stone  wares ;  Predonpans,  Glafgow. 

Green  Gbfs  bottles ;  Alloa,  Leith,  &c. 

Cart  and  wrought  iron  work  ;  Carron. 

ITie  finell  chimney  grates,  made  and  polifhed  at  Edinburgh. 

Cutlerjr  ware  of  different  kinds. 

Leather  manu&ftures  of  all  kinds ;  Edinburgh,  Kilmarnock,  &c. 

Linens  plain,  diaper,  damalk,  lawns  and  gauzes  ;  printed,  chequered,  and  flriped  linen, 

&c.  Edinburgh,  Giafgow,  Paifley,  &;c. 
Stuffs  of  filk  only,  filk  and  cotton,  filk  and  worded ;  filk  gauzes,  ribbons,  &c.  at  the 

fame  places. 
Woollen  manufactures,  viz.  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Muffelburgh ;  friezes,  ferges, 
Stirling ;  tartans,  blankets,  Stirling,  Kilmarnock,  &c.  worffed,  thread,  filk  dock- 
ings, Aberdeen  ;  the  fineft  worfted  {lockings  from  Shetland  ;  (locking  pieces,  Edin. 
burgh,  Stirling,  Glafgow,  &c.  blue  bonnets,  caps,  &c.  Kilmarriock ;  carpets,  carpet- 
ing, &c.  Edinburgh,  Kilmarnock,  &b. 
Painted  cloths  and  callicoes  ;  many  ta(\ories  nearEditiburg^h. 
Copper,  tin,  and  pewter  manufadured ;  priiiting-types,  greatly  improved* 
Cotton  manufactures,  fuftiaos,  &c. 
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Refined  fugars;  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  Dundee,  &c. 

Hats  nearly  equal  to  the  EDglilh ;  Edinburgh. 

Thread  and  yam  of  all  kinds.  ■ 

Thread  lace ;  Dalkeith,  Hamilton,  Leith. 

Paper  both  for  printing  and  writing. 

Candles. 

Soapi.hardand  foft;  Leith. 

Snuff. 

Salt;  Alloa,  Kirkaldy, Predonpans,  &c.  Vitroil  and  fal-ammoniac. 

Bricks  and  tyles. 

Confiderable  breweries  for  exportation  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow. 

Among  the  arts  not  eflentially  neceflary  for  human  life  may  be  reckoned  the  curious 
manufaflures  of  leathern  fnuff-boxes.  The  artifts  Meffrs.  Wilfon  and  Clerk  have  ex- 
tended it  even  to  tnulical  inflruments,  and  made  a  violin  entirely  of  leather,  which,  I 
hear,  gives  as  melodious  a  found  as  the  bell  of  wood  :  and  that  they  have  lately  made  a 
German  flute  of  the  fame  materials.  Paper  has  been  lately  made  of  the  weeds  takea 
out  of  Duddingfton  Loch ;  I  do  not  know  with  what  fuccefs.  Perhaps  this  was  at- 
tempted after  the  example  of  the  Germans,  who  have  of  late  made  a  fort  of  nettle,  and 
other  vegetables. 

WeoUen  Manufadure. 

WOOLLEN  manufactures  are  mentioned  in  1424,  in  the  fecond  parliament  of 
James  T.  where  it  is  difcounged  by  a  tax.  '  "  Item,  It  is  ordained,  chat  of  ilk  poundes 
worth  of  woollen  claith  had  out  of  (he  realme,  the  King  fall  have  of  the  out-haver  for 
cudom  twa  Ihillinges." 

After  this,  feveral  regulations  were  prefcribed  by  legiflature,  and  the  wool  prohibited 
from  being  fent  into  England.  A  law  of  James  II.  in  1457,  (perhaps  for  the  purpofe 
of  peopling  the  boroughs,  and  civilizing  his  people,  by  drawing  them  out  of  the  woods 
into  civil  fociety)  prohibits  any  but  burgeffes  to  buy  wool,  **  to  lit,  normak  claith,  nor 
cut  claith."  Ytt,  not  to  leave/the  majority  of  his  people  naked,  adds,  "  Bot  it  is  to  be 
otherwife  Jaid,  gif  ane  man  hes  woU  of  his  awln  Iheip." 

James  VI.  who  (notwitbftanding  fome  of  us  Englifh  may  think  otherwife)  had  fre- 
quent intervals  of  wifdom,  prohibited  the  wearing  of  any  cloth  in  Scotland  but  what 
was  the  manu&£ture  of  the-country. 

I  imagine,  that  in  defiance  of  all  the  laws  againfl  fmuggling  of  wool  out  of  the  king- 
dom, it  was  carried  to  Flanders.  Old  Hackluyt  mentions  it  among  the  few  exports  of 
Scotland.  -  ' 

Moreover  of  Scotland  the  commoditin 
Are  fcUet,  hidei,  and  of  wooll  ihe  fleefe* 
And  atl  thefe  muft  pafTe  by  ui  «way 
Into  Flanderi  hj  England,  footh  to  far. 
And  all  her  woolle  was  draped  for  to  M 
Id  the  townei  of  Poperinge  and  Bell  *. 

At  length  a  woollen  manufefture  arofe  in  fome  degree.  There  was  an  exportation 
of  it  into  Holland  till  1720:  it  was  acoarfe  kind,  fuch  as  is  made  in  the  Highlands: 
much  of  it  was  fold  to  Glafgow,  and  fent  into  America,  for  blankets  for  the  Indians. 


'  HoUialhed  OKntioni  tbde  towni,  p.  614. 

It 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


FENNANT*S   SECOND   TOUR   IK   SCOTLAND. 


56^ 


It  is  in  Scotland  a  clothing  for  the  country  people,  and  is  worth  about  i  od.  or  1  ad,,  a 
ayrd.  The  only  broad  cloth  wonh  mentioning  is  that  made  at  Paul's  work  in  Edin- 
burgh,, which  is  brought  to  great  perfe£tion. 

Linen  Manufadure, 

I  CANNOT  ascertain  the  time  when  the  linen  manuftiftures  arofe;  There  could  not 
be  a  great  call  for  the  commodity,  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  when  people  of  ialhioa 
fcarcely  changed  their  fhirts  above  once  the  week  in  England.  But,  thanks  to  the  lux. 
ury,  or  rather  the  neatnefs  of  the  times,  this  article  has  become  a  mod  national  advan- 
tage.  The  following  table  will  Ihew  the  flouriftiing  Hate  of  it  in  this  kingdom  ;.  and  its 
great  advance  in  forty-tbree  years.  At  the  foot  of  it  i&  an  account  of  the  imports  of 
tlax  into  England  and  Scotland :  and  the  exports  of  coal  from  the  lad. 


ACCOMPT  of  LINEN  CLOTH  Ramped  in  SCOTLAND.                                | 

From  ift.  Nov.  1727 

to  ift.  No*.  1718. 

Prom  ift.  N 

V.  1770  to  ift.  No*.  1771. 

Price  pe 

Price  |ier 

Shiret. 

Yards. 

Value. 

Yi.d  »  > 
Medium 

Ysrds. 

Value.                  Y.rtlM. 

41,0.05 

1,539    0    »A 

198,177 

14,716    I     4:    r     5ti 

A,,  -     -    - 

■6,69St 

>,o86  17     a 

'9M«» 

10,530     1     8 

1     1 

Ai^vk    -    . 

43  » 

31     8    0 

BulF     .     . 

I0i,*i8 

3,810  1,    6 

54>38S 

3.13*     9    0 

I     i4« 

Bcn.«k       - 

9>*S»3 

_  36s  •«     ■ 

S6.ia9 

5.64J     4     5* 

1     7«" 

Bute      .      . 

Caithneft      . 

.    . 

.... 

. 

-      -      -    - 

CLKkaiiniu 

iJI^S 

340    10      2 

Cromarty      - 

.      -        -        - 

S.i9' 

■is;  7  0 

0    8 

Dumbarton 

ami 

a.3S6    8    <S 

i?3.89^ 

It,6i8  1;     ij 

■     4 

Dumfries      . 

3rooa 

iS>  '3     8 

43- '67 

».I34    «    31 

0  iij. 

Edinburgh 

747 

198  17    0 

^l^'l^i 

19,487  la    0 

I    t 

ir  .-  :. 

'>»S4- 

47  11     6 

65,676 

a.344    8    4i 

36i.98i; 

30.17s  10    9^ 

1, 885 ,6* J 

7.,.j8     ,    H 

0    91. 

Forfar     .     . 

i9S.»!i( 

'4.7)1  rj    o-r- 

5,700,8514 

>47.4S«  19    3 

0  ii 

r„s°". 

!«3 

■  8    3    0 

•  M.83. 
213.793 
I  i8.6a8 

10,838    6  „\ 

1  iii 

1 0,1596 

401     3    0 

6,4as    5    I 

0    6+. 

Kmcardme 

»7.»»!l 

1.045  '4    34 

4,030    3     aj 

0    81 

KInrof.     ■     - 

53,9»t 

j,9c6  19    0 

79.450 

a.8s>     3     --i 

0    81 

Ki'rkcudbrighc 

.    .      .      - 

J. 3" 

114  19  10 

'    9i 

Laoork     .    . 

a7.,6s«| 

9,968    0    3 

3,619,781 

■  7S.347  u    9 

1     81. 

«.3S3 

476    9     6 

1,104 

'      i"    ♦    i 

1     8i 

Nairne     -    - 

I4»734 

85J  It    8 

1        liD 

Orkney 

-    .       .       . 

ai,oil8 

».iS7  ■»    J 

>    91 

Peebles    -     - 

.    . 

-.    -       -      - 

.    .      - 

Penh       .     . 

477,74ji 

'5.9S5    0    4^- 

i.6'4.7'7 

«6,tS3    6    3 

0    9! 

Renfrew         - 

«J,!"7S 

6,85a  14    9 

684.557 

70,177    9    6 

a    ol 

Rofs         -    - 

20,1144 

402     6     6 

10,145 

410    9    4 

0    9-^ 

Roxburgh     • 

•5,»aiJ 

914  16     84- 

SS'^^S 

3.379  10  "i 

1     a^ 

Selkirk     -     - 

8,73!l 

436  11     6 

-,    - 

Stirling 
Sn.lhlrland     - 

s.5»»: 

191     «     9 

47.956 

3.178  15    0 

Wigton    -     - 

'   «7 

370 

-    ■- 

16,996 

'91    ■>   S 

0    9r.  ' 

Total 

1,183,9,8 

m,Hi    9    3 

0  u-A 

13,67*.  548! 

'3!.389    3    St 
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Ad  account  of  the  TOTAL  QUANTITIES  of  FLAX,  HEMP,  FLAX-SEED,  sod 
LINEN  YARN,  imported  io  England  and  Scotland,  from  5th  Jtnuarj  1764  to  5th  Ditto  1771  : 
togflher  with  the  TOTAL  QUANTITIES  of  COALS  exported  from  Scotland  to  Foreign  Parts, 
from  5th  JanuBiy  176^  to  5thjBnuar]r  1771. 


Total  of  Flax  kclfflponed  1 
in  England  J 


Total  of  Flai,  &c.  imported  1 
in  Scotland;  1 


From  ;[h  January  1764.10  5th  January  I771* 


Flax  Rough. 


Cwt*.     qra.   lb. 
I,t30.7'9    o     s 


Hemp  Rough* 


Cwtt.      qn.  lb. 
,(139,336.  X     a> 

ii»,98o     ,       4 


BuAkU. 
'.79a.4«J  i 

4SJ.»4J  } 


Tarn  Linen . 


55,006,019 
9J4.97*  } 


Total -<f<Cad*  esported  from  Scotland 


From  5th  January  1765  tojth  January  I77>- 


Tom.    Cwts.  qra. 
86,050    14      o 


Childen.    Bufli. 
a  7,797  -     7  * 


Pitfonui 
Coali, 
Duty 
fixe. 


Chaldett. 

46S1 


APPENDIX.— Number  XX. 
Itinerary. 


M.1». 

MOn. 

ARDMAOT,  to  Fbrt  Sonmcliaii, 

18 

Criefbyrmtaiick,                                 5 

Inveraray, 

11 

Cotnerie.                                                g 

Chdich, 

10 

To  Loch-Earn  and  x  miles  along  its 

Tiendrum, 

13 

fide,                                      '           9 

Kitliii, 

ao 

Back  to  Fintillick,                                18 

Taymouth, 

•e 

CalUe-Drummond,                                t 

Logierait,    ' 

la 

Kaymes  Caftle,                                      4 

Blaf, 

12 

Ardoch,                                                 , 
By  Tullibardine  to  DuppKn,               ■,% 

Duhbid, 

30 

Del»in, 

-7 

TibtMmoor.  Huntingtower,  and  again 

Pertit, 

■? 

toDuppUn,                                      JO 

DuppliD. 

J 

Perth,                                                    J 

Uuerpefiery,  ' 

w 

Enrol,                                                   A 
4                        Dundee, 
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una. 

Mila. 

Dundee, 

15 

Kirkaldie, 

9 

Panmure, 

10 

By  Kinghom  to  Aberdour, 

S 

Aberbrothic, 

7 

Dumferline, 

8 

Ferriden.     Montrofe, 

12 

Luqekilns  near  Broomhall, 

•    4 

North-Bridge, 

5 

Culiofc, 

4 

Lawrence  Kirk, 

6 

\  -ISICfcTTlflHTIi^Tli 

4 

Stonehire, 

'5 

Alloa, 

E: 

Urie, 

3 

Sterling, 

7 

Fettercaiin, 

18 

Falkirk, 

11 

Catter-thun,  - 

9 

Linlithgow, 

« 

Bi«hiD, 

3 

Kirklillon, 

8 

Carellon, 

5 

Edinburgh, 

* 

Forfar, 

e 

Hawthomdeo,  Rollin,  and  back  to 

Glames, 

5 

Edinburgh, 

>4 

Belmont, 

6 

Dalkeith,  and  again  to  Edinburgh, 

■4 

DunTinane, 

10 

Cnnfton,  . 

lo. 

Perth, 

7 

Crichton  and  BorthwkkcaOle,  and 

Dupplin  by  the  Sterling  trad. 

3 

back  to  Granitoid 

10 

Earn  Bridge, 

■      4 

RlarVflAAI.^ 

« 

Abemethy, 

4 

I^auder, 

II 

Falkland, 

8 

Oala-lhiekb, 

10 

MdviUe, 

4 

Melios 

3 

St.  Andrews, 
Leven, 

'4 

Itr^ 

3 

19 

ENGLAND. 

Man. 

VBa. 

Carham, 

5 

Pierce  Bridge, 

'IS 

8 

Richmond, 

10 

Wooler, 

Wenfley, 

10 

Wooter-haugh-head, 

Eettlewell, 

1$ 

Chillingham  caftle. 

Skipton, 

18 

Percy's  Croft, 

hS' 

1* 

Witlingham, 

12 

Half-way  houTe, 

Rochdale, 

l« 

Rothbury, 

Alkrington, 

6 

Cambo 

11 

Mancheller, 

6 

Hexham, 

18 

Barton  bridge. 

S 

Corbridge, 
Newcaftle, 

Warrington, 

S 

17 

Cheller, 

so 

Durham, 

1^ 

Downing, 

ss 

SiOiop  Aukland, 

10 

jccotmr 
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JCCOUNTOF  THE  DROSACKS. 
[From  Gakhet'*  Tour] 

AUGUST  II.  About  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  fet  out  from  Callander, 
along  the  banks  of  the  Teath,  and  paflcd  through  the  fmall  village  of  Kilmahog  j 
on  our  right  we  fawlhehoufe  ofLeney,  the  refidence  of  John  Hamilton  Buchanan,  Efq, 
proprietor  of  that  village,  ,pleafantly  fituated  on  an  eminence;  here  we  crofled  the 
Teath,  and,  Ikirting  the  fouthem  limb  of  Benledi,  a  ^igh  mountain  on  our  right,  we 
came  to  Lochvanachoir  *,  out  of  which  the  Teath  runs,  though  its  origin  is-  properly 
in  Loch  Catherine. 

Lochvanachoir  is  nearly  four  miles  in  length,  and  in  general  about  one  in  breadth ; 
its  banks  are  very  pleafant,  covered  with  wood,  and  Hoping  gently  into  the  water. 

Soon  after  leaving  this  lake  we  came  to  another,  but  Imaller,  called  f  Lochachray. 
The  length  of  this  lake  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  its  breadth  fcarce  more  thaa 
balf  a  mile,  but  its  banks  are  very  pleafant,  being  covered  with  wood.  The  fcenery 
at  the  upper  part  is  remarkably  bold  and  finking. 

It  was  here  that  we  had  the  firft  view  of  the  Trofachs  J,  which  are  rough,  rugged, 
and  uneven  hills  ;  beyond  thefe  is  feen  the  rugged  mountain  Benvenu,  which  differs  in 
nothing  from  the  Trofachs,  except  in  magnitude.  As  foon  as  we  had  palTed  Lochat- 
chfay,  we  entered  the  Trofachs  by  a  road  winding  among  them.  The  fcenery  here 
is  exceedingly  wild  and  romvuic ;  rugged  rocks  of  every  (hape  furround  the  road, 
and  in  many  places  overhang  it ;  ihefe  rocks  are  almoft  covered  with  heath,  and  orna- 
mented to  the  very  top  with  viewing  birch.  This  part  of  the  road  prt^fents  fcenery 
which  is  wild  and  horrid  ;  it  Teemed  to  be.Glencoein  miniature;  but  the  mountains, 
though  vallly  fmaller,  are  more  rugged,  and  being  covered  with  heath  and  birch  wood, 
have  a  different  charader. 

I  ibatl  not  enter  into  a  iarther  defcription  of  the  Trofachs,  for  it  is  impoflible  by  words 
to  convey  any  idea  of  the  kind  of  fcenery.  Thefe  hills  had  beeii  defcribed  to  me  by 
feveral  perfons  who  had  vifited  this  place,  and  I  had  read  Tome  defcriptions  of  them, 
but  could  form  no  diftant  idea  of  what  I  was  to  fee :  as  I  have  no  pretentions  to  fu- 
perior  powers  of  this  kind,  1  fhall  leave  the  talk  to  Mr.  Watts,  whofe  pencil  will 
give  an  exaft  reprefentation  of  fome  part  of  the  fcenery. 

The  Trofachs  are  compofed  of  argilaceoqs  fliiftus,  ftratified,  and  imbedded  here  and 
there  with  veins  of  quartz.  The  ftrata  are,  in  fome  in{lant:es,  nearly  perpendicular  to 
The  horizon,  and  in  all  dip  very  much,  a  proof  ihat  fome  convulfions  or  powerful  caufes 
have  removed  thefe  lumpilh  hills  from  their  original  fituation.  Some  fupp;>fe  them  to 
have  been  torn  from  the  fides  of  the  adjacent  mountains,  but  there  are,  I  think,  no 
appearances  which  warrant  this  conclufion. 

After  we  had  followed  the  winding  road  which  may  be  feen  in  the  engraving,  among 
thefe  ftrange  malTes,  for  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  we  had  a  (tght  of  the  lower 
part  of  Loch  Catherine,  winding  its  way  among  the  Trofachs,  fome  of  which  appecu" 
above  its  level  furface  in  the  form  of  bold  and  rugged  iflands  and  promontories.  The 
fcenery  about  this  lake  is  uncommonly  fublime,  particularly  when  we  had  gone  abouc 

• ' Loch-ran-a-cliotr  fignifies  ihe  talce  of  the  white  or  filr  nllejr. 

f  Lochacra)'  is  concTadeJ  from  Loch-a-chraTy,  which  lignifiKthc  Irikeof  the  GeldofdeTolion.  Achray 
n  ihe  Dame  of  a  larmon  iti  banks,  where,  it  i«  believed,  the  llroids  had  aphice  ofwotlhip,  there  being  fume 
rctnaint  of  one  of  their  temples.     Stat   Account. 

X  Trofackt  oc  Drofacka,  in  tfac  Celtic,  li  gaiGes  rough  or  uocTen  groimdt, 

i«  amile 
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a  mile  up  the  northern  bank,  where  the  road  has  been  made  with  great  labour,  in 
many  parts  out  of  the  folid  rock,  but  which  is  impalTable  for  a  carriage,  aod  can 
fcarcely  be  travelled  over  on  hoHcback  with  fafety.  Here,  turning  back  our  eyes  to- 
wards the  Trofachs,  the  view  was  particularly  grand  ;  rocky  idands  rife  boldly  out  of 
the  lake,  and  in  the  back  ground  is  Benvenue,  rearing  its  rugged  fummit  far  above 
the  whole,  having  its  lower  part  clothed  with  wood.  The  view  up  tlie  lake  to  the 
weftward  is  likewife  very  fine  ;  the  expanfe  of  water  being  bounded  by  Alpine  moun- 
tains, foftencd  by  diftance,  and  appearing  of  a  fine  dark  blue. 

Loch  Catherine  is  abuut  ten  milr.s  in  length,  but  not  much  more  than  one  in  breadth; 
and  if  it  poffefs  not  the  beauty  of  other  lakes  which  we  had  feen,  its  fcenery  is  modi 
snore  grand  and  romantic. 

Near  the  foot  of  the  lake,  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Drummond  of  Perth  has  ere£teii 
fbme  huts  of  wicker  work,  for  the  convenience  of  ftrangers  who  vifit  this  wild  fcenery; 
bere  they  can  partake  of  the  refrelhments  which  they  bring  from  Callander,  and  flielter 
themfelves  from  a  ftorm. 

The  wood,  which  abounds  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Catherine,  is  made  into  charcoal ; 
a  certain  portion  being  cut  down  annually,  and  when  burnt,  it  is  brought  down  to  t^e. 
foot  of  the  lake  in  boats,  from  whence  it  is  conveyed  in  carts  to  the  Carron  foundery.  ,  - 

The  Circea  Alpina,  or  mountain  enchanter's  niglit-lhade,  grows  in  great  abundance 
on  the  banks  of  this  lake ;  the  pebbles  found  on  the  fliore  are  chiefly  argilaceous  and 
micaceous  (hiftus,  with  fome  quartz. 

Lochvanachoir  abounds  both  with  falmon  and  trout,  and  Lochavray  with  pike,  which 
prevents  alihoft  any  other  fifh  from  living  in  its  vicinity.  In  Loch  Catherine  are  trout 
and  char,  but  the  fatmon  and  pike  are  prevented  from  entering  this  lake  by  a  fall  at 
its-  mouth. 

.  Thefe  three  lakes  are  only  expanfions  of  the  beautiful  river  Teath,  which  may  he 
laid  to  originate  in  Loch  Catherine,  or  more  properly  in  the  numerous  {breams  that 
pour  into  this  lake  in  cataraQs  from  its  fleep  and  rugged  banks. 

After  having  feen  whatever  was  remarkable  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loch  Cathep 
line,  we  returned  by  the  fame  road  to  Callander ;  and,  as  it  was  our  wifli  to  make  the 
bed  of  our  way  to  Glafgow,  after  dinner  we  took  the  crofs  road  to  Fintry,  fixteea 
miles  diftant.  About  fix  miles  from  Callander,  we  came  to  the  Loch  of  Monteatb,  a 
beatiful  little  lake  almoft  five  miles  in  circumference,  adorned  with  two  fmaller  fylvan 
idands.  On  the  larger  are  the  ruins  of  a  monaftery,  and  on  the  fmaller  the  rebiains 
of  an  ancient  feat  of  the  cmce-powerful  Earls  of  Monteith,  whofe  chief  refideocei  as  has 
been  before  obferved,  was  Doune  Caftle. 

This  lake  abounds  with  perch  and  pike,  which  laft  are  very  large.  A  curious  me- 
thod  of  catching  this  filh  ufed  to  be  pra£lifed :  on  the  iflands  a  number  of  geefe  were 
collected  by  the  farmers,  who  occupied  the  furrounding  banks  of  the  bke.  After 
bailed  lines  of  two  or  three  feet  in  length  had  been  tied  to  the  legs  of  thefe  geefe, 
they  were  driven  into  the  water.  Steering  naturally  homeward  in  different  direftions, 
the  bait  was  Toon  fwallowed.  A  violent  and  often  tedious  flruggle  enfued  ;  in  which, 
however,  the  geefe  at  length  prevailed,  though  they  were  frequently  much  ^xhauded 
before  ihey  reached  the  fhore.  This  method  of  catching  pike  is  not  now  ufed,  but 
there  are  fome  old  perfons  who  remraiber  to  have  feen  it,  and  who  were  afiive  pro- 
moters of  this:anHifemenl  *. 

*  Giract's  Tour  tbroagh  the  Hifhlaodt,  &c.  of  Scotland.    4to.    VoL  li.  p>ge  i?).. 
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A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WESTERN  ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND: 

Br  M.  MARTIN,  GsNT.  • 


TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  GEORGE  OF  DENMARK, 

lORp   UICU    AOUIKAL   OF    EHOLAMD  «HD    IIIL&HD,   AND   OF   ALL    BIK    MAJIITY'i   FLAHTATIOSSt 
AMD   aEHeiLALllBIMO   OF   ALL    UIK   MAJItTT*!    FOKCt*,    ETC. 

HAY  IT  rLEASE  YOUB.  (OYAL  HIGHNISS, 

AMONGST  the  numerous  crowd  of  congratulating  addreflere,  the  IQandm  de>- 
fcribed  in  the  following  fheets  prefume  to  approach  your  Royal  Perfoa  :  they  can  noV} 
without  fufpicton  of  infidelity  to  the  Queen  of  England,  pay  their  duty  to  a  Dtniih 
Prince,  to  whofe  predeceffors  all  of  them  formerly  belonged. 

They  can  boaft  that  they  are  honoured  with  the  fepulchres  <rf  dght  kings  of  Nta"- 
uray,  who  at  this  day^  with  forty-eight  Idngs  of  Scotland,  and  four  of  Ireland,  lie  en- 
tombed in  the  ifland  of  Jona ;  a  place  famed  then  for  fome  peculiar  fandky- 

They  prefume  that  it  is  owing  to  their  great  diftance  from  the  imperial  feat,  rather 
than  their  want  of  native  worth,  that  their  iUands  have  been  fo  Uttled  regarded  ;  which  by 
improvement  might  render  a  confiderable  acceflion  of  llrength  and  riches  to  the  crown, 
as  appears  by  a  fcheme  annexed  to  the  following  treatife.  They  have  fu&red  hitherto 
under  the  want  of  a  powerful  and  affeSionate  patron  ;  Provid«ice  leems  to  have  given 
them  a  natural  claim  to  your  Royal  Highnefs.  And,  though  it  be  almoft  prefomptioa 
for  fo  finful  a  nation  to  hope  for  fo  great  a  blelEng,  they  do  humbly  yxoi  their  prayers 
to  God,  that  the  prote£lion  which  they  hope  for  from  two  Princes  of  fo  much  native 
worth  and  goodnefs,  might  be  continued  in  your  royal  pofterity  to  all  g<mfririoiw. 
So  prays,  may  it  pleafe  your  Royal  Highnefs, 

Your  Highnefe's  moft  humble 

and  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

M.  MARTIN. 

THE  PREFACE. 

THE  Weftem  lOands  of  Scotland,  which  make  the  fubjed  of  the  following  book, 
were  called  by  the  ancient  geographers  MhuAx,  and  Hebrides ;  but  they  knew  fo  little 
of  tbera,  that  they  neither  agreed  in  their  name  nor  number.  Perhaps  it  is  peculiar 
to  thofe  tfles,  that  they  have  never  been  defcribed  till  now  by  any  man  that  was  a  tu- 
rive  of  the  country,  or  had  travelled  them.  They  were  indeed  touched  by  Boethius, 
Bilhop  LeQy,  Buchanan,  and  Johnllon,  in  their  Hidories  of  Scotland,  but  none  of 
thofe  authors  were  ever  there  in  perlbn  ^  fo  that  what  they  wrote  concerning  them  was 
upon  Iruft  from  others.  Buchanan,  it  is  true,  had  his  informarion  from  Donald  Monro, 
who  had  been  in  many  of  them  \  and  therefore  his  account  is  the  heft  tlut  has  hitherto 
appeared,  but  it  muft  be  owned  that  it  is  very  imperfect :  that  great  man  defigned  the 
hiltory,  and  not  the  geography  of  his  country,  and  therefore  in  him  it  was  pardonable.' 
Befides,  fince  bis  time,  there  is  a  great  change  in  the  humour  of  the  world,  and  by 
confequence  in  the  way  of  writing.  Natural  and  experimental  philofophy  has  been. 
much  improved  fince  his  days  ;  and  therefore  defcriptions  of  countries,  without  the 
natural  tulto^  of  them,  are  now  juflly  reckoned  to  be  defedive. 

*  From  the  fecond  edition,  London,  ijifi,  Svo. 
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TWs  I  had  a  particular  regard  to  in  the  following  defcription,  and  ;have  every  where 
taken  notice  of  the  nature  oi  the  climate  and  foil,  of  the  prodtice  of  the  places  by  fea 
and  land,  and  of  the  remarkable  cures  performed  by  the  natives  merely  by  the  ufe 
of  fimples ;  and  that  in  fuch  variety  as,  I  hope,  will  make  amends  for  what  defe^  may  . 
be  found  in  my  ftyle  and  way  of  writing :  for  there  is  a  wantonnefs  in  language  as  well 
as  in  other  things,  to  which  my  countrymen  of  the  ifles  are  as  much  ftrangers,  as  to 
other  exceffes  which  are  too  frequent  in  many  parts  of  Europe.  We  ftudy  things  there 
more  than  words,  though  thofe  that  underdand  our  native  language  mud  own,  that 
we  have  enough  of  the  latter  to  inform  the  judgment,  and  work  upon  the  affeftions  in 
as  pathetic  a  manner  as  any  other  language  whatever.     But  I  go  on  to  my  fubjeft. 

The  ifles  here  d.-fcribedare  but  little  known  or  confidered,  not  only  by  fti^ngers,  but 
eren  by  thofe  under  the  fame  government  and  climate. 

The  modem  itch  after  the  knowledge  of  foreign  places  is  fo  prevalent,  that  the  gene- 
nliiy  of  mankind  beOow  little  thought  or  time  upon  the  place  of  their  nativity.  It  is 
become  cuftomary  in  thofe  of  quality  to  travel  young  into  foreign  countries,  whtlft  they 
are  abfolute  ftrangers  at  home  ;  and  many  of  them  when  they  return  are  only  loaded 
with  fuperficial  knowledge,  as  the  bare  names  of  famous  libraries,  (lately  edifices,  fine 
ftatues,  curious  paintings,  late  fafliions,  new  diflies,  new  tunes,  new  (Unces,  painted 
beauties,  and  the  like. 

The  places  here  mentioned  afford  no  fuch  entertainment ;  the  inhabitants  in  general 
prefer  convenlency  to  ornament  both  in  their  houfes  and  apparel,  and  they  rather  fatisfy 
than  opprefs  nature  in  their  way  of  eating  and  drinlung ;  and  not  a  few  among  theni 
have  a  natural  beauty,  which  excds  any  that  has  been  drawn  by  the  fineft  Apelles. 

The  land  and  the  fea  that  encompafles  it  produce  many  things  ufeful  and  curious  in 
their  kind,  fevetal  of  which  have  not  hitherto  been  mentioned  by  the  learned.  This 
may  afford  the  tbeonll  fubjeA  of  comemplation,  fince  every  plant  of  the  field,  every  fibre 
of  each  plant,  and  the  leaft  panicle  of  the  fmalleft  infed,  carries  with  it  the  imprefs  of 
its  Maker  ;  and,  if  rightly  confidered,  may  read  us  leftures  of  divinity  and  morals. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  do  for  the  moil  part  labour  under  the  want  of  know- 
ledge of  letters,  and  other  ufeful  arts  and  fciences  j  notwithftanding  which  defeS,  they 
feem  to  be  better  verfed  in  the  book  of  nature  than  many  that  have  greater  op- 
portunities of  improvement.  This  will  appear  plain  and  evident  to  the  judicious  reader, 
upon  a  view  of  the  fucceMul  praQice  of  the  iflandersin  the  prefervation  of  their  health, 
above  what  the  generality  of  mankind  enjoys  :  and  this  is  performed  merely  by  tem- 
perance and  the  prudent  ufe  of  fimples  ;  which,  as  we  are  alTured  by  repeated  experi- 
ments, ^i  not  to  remove  the  mod  flubboro  diftempers,  where  the  bell  prepared  medi> 
cines  have  frequently  no  fuccefs.  This  I  relate  not' only  from  the  authority  of  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  perfons  of  great  integrity,  but  Ukewife  from  my  own  particular 
obfl'rvation.  And  thus  with  Celfus,  they  fint  make  experiments,  and  afterwards  pro- 
ceed to  reafon  upon  the  effefls.  - 

Human  induftry  has  of  late  advanced  ufeful  and  experimental  philofophy  very  much  ; 
women  and  illiterate  perfons  have  in  fome  meafure  contributed  to  it,  by  the  difcovery 
of  fome  ufeful  cures.  The  field  of  nature  is  large,  and  much  of  it  wants  ftill  to  be 
cultivated  by  an  ingenious  and  difcreet  application  ;  and  the  curious,  by  their  obferva- 
tions,  might  daily  make  further  advances  in  the  hittory  -of  nature. 

Self-prefervation  is  natural  to  every  living  creature  :  and  thus  we  fee  the  feveral  ani- 
mals of  the  fea  and  the  landfocarefid  of  themfelvcs,  as  to  obferve  nicely  .what  is  agree- 
^1e,  and  what  is  hurtful  to  them ;  and  accordingly  they  chufe  the  one,  and  rejelS  the 
other. 
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The  hufbandman  and  the  fifher  could  expeft  but  little  fuccefs  without  obfervatfon  in 
-their  feveral  employments ;  and  it  is  by  obfervarion  that  the  phyfician  commonly  judges 
of  the  condition  of  his  patient.  A  man  of  obfervation  proves  often  a  phyfician  to  him- 
felf;  for  it  was  by  this  that  our  ancellors  prefer,  ed  their  health  till  a  goud  uIJ  age,  and 
that  mankind  laid  up  that  ftock  of  natural  knowledi^e  of  which  they  are  now  pofT.-lTjd. 

The  wife  Solomon  did  not  think  it  beneath  hitn  to  write  of  the  rae^neft  plant,  as  well 
as  of  the  talleft  cedar.  Hippocrates  was  at  the  pains  and  charge  to  tniyel  foreiga 
countries,  with  a  defign  to  learn  the  virtues  of  pUnts,'  roots,  &c.  I  have  in  my  Utile 
travels  endeavoured,  among  other  things,  in  fome  meafure  to  imitate  fo  great  a  pattern  : 
and  if  I  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  oblige  the  republic  of  learning  with  any  thing  that  is 
ufeful,  I  have  my  defign.  I  hold  it  enoughibr  me  to  fumifli  my  obfervations,  witbont 
accounting  for  the  reafon  and  way  that  thofe  fimples  produce  them  :  this  I  leave  to  the 
learned  in  that  faculty  ;  and  if  they  would  oblige  the  world  with  fuch  theorems  from 
tbefe  and  the  like  experiments,  as  might  ferve  ior  rules  upoa  occaCans  of  this  nature* 
it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public. 

As  for  the  improvement  of  the  ifles  in  general,  it  depends  tipon  the  government  of 
Scotland,  to  give  encouragement  for  it  to  fuch  public-fpirited  perfons  or  focieties  as  are 
willing  <o  lay  out  their  endeavours  that  way  :  and  how  large  a  field  they  have  to  work 
upon  will  appear  by  taking  a  furvey  of  each,  and  of  the  method  of  improvement  that  I 
have  heretinto  fut^i^ned. 

There  is  fuch  an  account  giveti  here  of  the  fecond  fight,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing 
wilt  bear.  This  has  always €een  reckoned  fuflicient  among  the  uobiaOed  part  of  man- 
kind ;  but  for  thofe  .that  will  not  be  fatisfied,  thoy<ought  to  oblige  us  with  a  new  fcheme, 
Iby  which  we  may  judge  of  matters  of  fa£t. 

There  are  feveral  inllances  of  heathenifm  and  pagan  fi^ierftiiion  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  iflands  related  here ;  but  I  would  not  have  the  reader  to  think  thofe  prac- 
tices are  chargeable  upon  the  gemrahty  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants,  fmceonly  a  few  of 
the  oideft  and  moll  ignorant  or  the  vulj^ar  are  guilty  of  them.  1  hefe  prafliies  are  only 
to  be  found  where  the  reformed  religion  has  not  prevailed  ;  for  it  is  to  the  progrefs  of 
that  alone  that  the  banifliment  of  evil  fpirits,  as  well  as  of  evil  cuftonis,  is  owing,  when 
all  other  methods  proved  irieffeftual.  And  for  the  iilanders  in  gentral,  I  may  truly  fay, 
that  in  religion  and  virtue  they  excel  many  tboufands  of  others,  who-have  greater  advan- 
tages of  daily  improvement. 


A  DEiCRIPTION,  &c 

THE  iflandofLewis  is  fo  called  from  teog,  which-in  the  Irifh  language  fignifies  water, 
lying  on  the  furface  of  the  ground  ;  which  is  very  proper  to  this  ifland,  becaufe  of 
the  great  nun>ber  of  fre(h-wat€r  lakes  that  abound  ia  it.  The  ifle  of  Lewis  is  by  all 
ftrangers  and  feafaring  men  accounted  the  outmoft  tra£t  of  iflands  lying  to  the  nonh-weft 
of  Scotland,  li  is  divided  by  feveral  narrow  channels,  and  dilttngui{hed  by  feveral  pro- 
prietors as  wtii  as  by  feveral  names:  by  the  iflanders  it  is  commonly  called  the  Long 
Iflaml,  being  fitim  fouth  to  north  one  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  eaft  to  weft 
from  three  to  fourteen  in  breadth.  It  lies  in  the  (hire  of  Rofs,  and  made  part  of  the 
dioccfe  of  the  iflfs, 

'i'he  ifl&  of  Lew's,  properly  and  ftriflly  fo  called,  is  thirty-fix  miles  in  length,  via. 
from  the  nonli  poiiK  of  fiowUng-head  to  the  fbuth  point  of  riuiOinefs  in  Harrice  j  and 
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in  fome  places  it  is  ten,  and  in  others  twelve  mites  in  breadth.  The  air  is  temperately 
cold  and  moift,  and  foracorreflive  the  natives  ufe  a  dofe  of  treftang,  or  ufquebaugh. 
This  jfland  is  for  the  moft  j)art  healthy,  efpccially  in  ihc  middle  from  fomh  to  north. 
It  is  arable  on  the  weft  fide  for  about  fixieen  miles  on  the  coaft  ;  it  is  Hkev*  ife  plain  and 
Qrable  ia  feveral  places  on  the  eaft.  The  foil  is  generally  fandy,  excepting  the  heaths, 
vhich  in  Tome  places  are  black,  and  in  others  a  fine  red  clay,  as  appears  by  the  many 
veiTels  made  of  it  by  their  women  j  fome  for  boiling  meat,  and  others  for  preferving 
their  ale,  for  which  they  are  much  better  than  barrels  of  wood. 

This  ifland  was  reputed  very  fruitful  in  corn,  until  the  late  years  of  fcarcity  and  bad 
feafons.  The  com  fown  here  is  barley,  oats,  and  rye ;  and  they  have  alfo  flax  and 
hemp.  Thebe{l  increafe  is  commonly  &om  the  ground  manured  wi^th  fea-war?:  they 
fatten  it  alfo  with  foot ;  but  it  is  obferved  that  the  bread  made  of  corn  growing  in  the 

§  round  fo' fattened,  occafions  the  jaundice  to  ihofe  that  eat  it.  They  obferve  likewife 
lat  corn  produced  in  ground  which  was  never  tilled  before,  occafions  feveral  diforders 
in  thofe  who  eat  the  bread,  or  drink  the  ale  made  of  that  corn;  fuch  as  the  head-ach 
and  vomiting. 

The  natives  are  very  induftrious,  and  undergo  a  great  fatigue  by  digging  the  ground 
with  fpadcs,  and  in  mod  places  they  turn  ihc  ground  fo  digged  upfide  down,  and  cover  it 
with  fea-ware ;  and  in  this  manner  there  are  about  five  hundred  people  employed  daily 
for  fome  months.  This  way  of  labouring  is  by  them  called  Thiiy,  and  certainly  pro- 
duces a  greater  increafe  than  digging  or  plowing  otherwife.  They  have  little  harrows 
with  wooden  teeth  in  the  iirft  and  fecond  rows,  which  break  the  ground  }.  and  ia  the 
third  row  they  have  rough  heath,  which  fmooths  it.  This  light  barrow  ia  drawn  by  a  ' 
man  having  a  ftrong  rope  of  horfe-hair  acrofs  his  bread. 

Their  plenty  of  corn  was  fuch,  as  difpofL'd  the  natives  to  brew  feveral  forts  of  liquor, 
as  common  ufquebaugh,  another  called, treftarig,  ide^,  aqua-vitse,  three  times  diftilled, 
which  L*!  flrong  and  hot ;  a  third  fort  is  four  times  difiilled,  and  this  by  the  natives. is 
called  ufquebaugh-baut,  id  eft,  ufquebaugh,  which  at  firft  tade  afie£ls  all  -the  members 
cf  the  body  :  two  fpoonfuls  of  this  laft  liquor  is  a  futficient  dofe;  and  if  any  man  ex- 
ceed this,  it  would  prefL>ntly  ftop  his  breath,  and  endiinger  his  life.  The  treftarig  andi 
ufquebaugh-baul  are  both  made  of  oats. 

There  are  feveral  convenient  bays  and  harbours  in  this  ifland.  Loch-Grace  and  Loch- 
tua,  lying  north-weft,  are  not  to  be  reckoned  fuch,  though  vefTels  are  forced  in  there 
fometimes  by  ftorm.  Loch-Stornvay  lies  on  the  eaft  fide  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland, 
and  is  eighteen  miles  directly  fouth  from  the  oorthernmoft  point  of  the  fame :  it  is  a 
harbour  well  known  by  feamen.  There  are  feveral  places  for  anchorage  about  half  a 
league  on  the  fouth  of  this  coaft.  About  feven  miles  feuthward  there  ts  a  good  har- 
bour, called  the  Birkin  Ifles  ;  within  the  bay  called  Loch-Colmkill,  three  miles  further 
fouth,  lies  Loch-Erifort,  which  hath  an  anchoring-place  on  the  fouth  and  north  :  about 
five  miles  fouth  lies  Loch-lea-fort,  having  two  vifible  rocks  in  the  entry ;  the  beft  har- 
bour is  on  the  fouth  fide. 

About  .twenty-four  miles  ^th-weft  lies  Loch-Carlvay,  a  very,£apacious,  though  un- 
known  harbour,  being  ntver  fi-equeDted  by  any  veffels ;  though  the  natives  affure  me 
that  it  is  in  all  refpeiEs  a  convtnieni  harbour  for  fliips  of  the  firft  rate.  The  beft  en- 
trance looks  north  and  norih-weft,  but  there  is  anoth-  r  from  the  weft.  On  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ifland  Bermra  there  are  fmall  iflands  without  the  entrance,  which  contribute 
jnflch  to  the  fecurity  of  the  harbour,  by  breaking  the  winds  and  feas  that  come  from 
the  great  ocean.  Four  miles  to  the  fouth  on  this  coalt  is  Loch-Rogue,  which  runs  in 
among  the  mountains.    AU  the  coafts  and  bays  above*mentioned  do  ia  fair  weather 
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abound  vith  cod,  ling,  herring,  and  all  other  forts  of  fiflies  t^en  in  the  weftertt 
'  iflands. 

Cod  and  ling  are  of  a  very  large  fize,  and  very  plentiful  near  Loch-Carlvay  j  but  the 
whales  "very  much  interrupt  the  fiftiing  in  this  place.  There  is  one  fort  of  whale  re- 
markable for  its  greatnefs,  which  the  6(hermen  dtftinguifh  from  all  others  by  the  name 
of  the  Gallan-whale,  becaufe  they  never  fee  it  but  at  the  promontory  of  that  name.  I 
was  told  by  the  natives,  that  about  fifteen  years  ago  this  great  whale  overturned  a 
iiOier's  boat,  and  devoured  three  of  the  crew ;  the  fourth  pmn  was  &ved  by  another 
boat  which  happened  to  be  near,  and  faw  this  accident.  There  are  many  whales,  of 
different  fizes,  that  frequent  the  herring-bays  on  the  eaft  fide :  the  natives  employ  many 
boats  together  in  purfuit  of  the  whales,  chacing  them  up  into  the  bays  till  they  wound 
one  of  them  mortally,  and  then  it  runs  aOiore  i  and  they  fay  that  all  the  refl  commonly 
follow  the  track  of  its  blood,  and  run  themfelves  alfo  on  (hore  in  like  manner,  by  which 
means  many  of  them  are  lulled.  About  five  years  ago  there  were  fifty  young  whales 
killed  in  this  manner,  and  mod  of  them  eaten  by  the  common  people,  who  by  experi- 
ence find  them  to  be  very  nourifhing  food.  This  I  have  been  aflured  of  by  feveral  p^- 
fons,  but  particularly  by  fome  poor  meagre  people,  who  became  plump  and  tufty  by 
this  food  in  the  fpace  of  a  week :  they  call  it  fea-pork,  for  fo  it  fignifi^  in  thnr  lan- 
guage. The  bigger  whales  are  more  purgative  than  tbefe  leffer  ones,  but  the  tatter  are 
better  for  nouriihnient. 

The  bays  afford  plenty  of  Ihell-fifii,  as  cbuns,  oyfters,  cockles,  mufdes,  limpets,  wilks, 
fpout-fifli ;  of  which  laft  there  is  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  caft  up  out  of  the  fend  of 
Loch-tua,that  their  noifome  fmell  infe^  the  air,  and  makes  it  very  unbealthfbl'  to  the 
mhabitants,  who  are  not  able  to  confume  them,  by  eating  or  fanening  their  ground  witfr 
them ;  and  this  they  iay  happens  moll  commonly  once  in  feven  years. 

The  bays'and  coafts  of  this  ifland  afford  great  quantity  of  fmall  coral,  not  exceeding 
fix  inches  in  length,  and  atmut  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe's  quill.  This  abounds  moft  in 
Loch-fea-fort,  and  d\ere  is  coraline  likewife  on  thiscoall. 

There  are  a  great  many  frefh-water  lakes  in  this  iiland,  which  abound  with  trouts 
and  eels.  The  common  bait  ufed  Ibr  catching  them  is  earthworms,  but  a  handful  of 
parhoiled  mufcles  thrown  into  the  water  attracts  the  trouts  and  eels  to  the  place :  the 
fitteft  time  for  catching  them  is  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  fouth-weft.  There  are 
feveral  rivers  on  each  fide  this  ifland  which  afford  falmons,  as  alfo  black  mufcles,  in 
which  many  dmes  pearl  is  found. 

The  natives  in  the  village  Barvas  retain  an  ancient  cuftom  of  fending  a  man  very  eariy 
to  crofs  Barvas  river  every  firft  day  of  May,  to  prevent  any  females  eroding  it  firft  ; 
for  that  they  fay  would  hinder  the  falmon  ftiom  coming  into  the  river  all  the  year  round : 
they  pretend  to  tiave  learned  this  from  a  foreign  failor,  wtro  was  fliipwrecked  upon  that 
coaft  a  long  time  ago.     This  obfervation  they  maintain  to  he  true  from  experience. 

Ttiere  are  fererat  fprings  and  fountains  of  curious  cffefts ;  fuch  as  that  of  Loch- 
Carlvay,  tliat  neverwhitens  linen,  which  hath  often  been  tried  by  the  inhabitants.  The 
well  at  St.  Cowllen's  church  never  boils  any  kind  of  meat,  though  it  be  kept  on  fire  a 
whcde  day.  St.  Andrew's  well,  in  the  village  Shadarj  is  by  the  vulgar  natives  made  a 
teft  to  know  if  a  fick  perfon  will  die  of  the  diftemper  he  labours  under.  They  fend 
one  with  a  wooden  dilh  to  bring  fome  of  the  water  to  the  patient,  and  if  the  diffa  which 
is  then  laid  fofily  upon  thefurface  of  the  water  turn  round  fun-ways,  they  conclude  tliat 
the  patient  will  recovo*  of  that  diftemper ;  but  if  otherwife,  that  he  will  die. 

"niere  are  many  caves  upon  the  coaft  of  this  ifland,  in  which  great  numbere  of  otters 
and  ieals  do  lie ;  there  be  alfo  many  land  and  fea-fbwls  that  buld  and  hatch  in  them. 


y  Google 


WESTSRH  ISLANDS   OP  SCOTLAND.  577 

^he  cave  in  Loch-Grace  bath  fereral  pieces  of  a  hard  fubftance  in  the  bottom,  wliich 
didil  from  the  top  of  it.  There  are  feveral  natural  and  artificial  forts  in  the  coaft  of 
this  ifiand,  which  are  called  Dun,  from  the  Irifli  word  dain,  which  figniBes  a  fort.  The 
natural  forts  here  are  Dun-owle,  Dun-coradil,  Dun-eiften. 

The  caftle  at  Stomvay  vi'lage  was  deftroyed  by  the  Englifli  garrifon  kept  there  by 
Oliver  Cromwell.  Some  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Brago  there  is  a  fort  compofed  of 
large  (lones  j  it  is  of  a  round  form,  made  taperwife  towards  the  top,  and  is  three  ftories 
high  :  the  wall  is  double,  and  hath  feveral  doors  and  ftairs,  fa  that  one  may  go  round 
within  the  wall.  There  are  fome  cairns  or  heaps  of  ftones  gathered  together  on  heaths, 
and  fome  of  them  at  a  great  diltance  from  any  ground  that  affords  (tones ;  fuch  as 
Caimwarp  near  Mournagh-hill,  &c.  Thefe  artificial  forts  are  likewife  built .  upon 
heaths  at  a  confiderable  diftance  alfo  from  flony  ground.  The  thrufhel  (lone  in  the 
parifli  of  Barvas  is  above  twenty  feet  high,  andalmoft  as  much  in  breadth.  There  are 
three  ere^ed  ftones  upon  the  north  lide  of  Loch-Carlvay,  about  twelve  feet  high  each. 
Several  other  ftones  are  to  be  feen  here  in  remote  places,  and  fome  of  them  (landing  on 
one  end.  Some  of  the  ignorant  vulgar  fay,  they  were  men  by  inchantment  turned  into 
itones;  and  others  fay  they  are  monuments  of  perfons  of  note  killed  in  battle. 

The  moft  remarkable  ftones  for  number,  bignefs  and  order,  that  fell  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  were  at  the  village  of  ClalTemifs  •,  where  there  are  thirty-nine  ftones  fet  up 
fix  or  feven  feet  hight,  and  two  feet  in  breadth  each  :  they  are  placed  in  form  of  an 
avenue,  the  breadth  of  which  is  eight  feet,  and  the  diftance  between  each  ftone  fis  ;  and 
there  is  a  ftone  fet  up  in  the  entrance  of  this  avenue :  at  the  fouth  end  there  is  jomed 
to  this  range  of  ftone  a  circle  of  twelve  ftones  of  equal  diftance  and  height  with  the 
other  thirty-nme.  There  is  one  fet  up  in  the  centre  of  this  circle,  which  is  thirteen 
feet  high,  and  fhaped  like  the  rudder  of  a  Ihip :  without  this  circle  there  are  four  ftones 
flanding  to  the  weft,  at  the  fame  diftance  with  the  ftones  in  the  circle ;  and  there  are 
four  ftones  fet  up  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  fouth  and  eaft  fides.  I  enquired  of  the 
inhabitants  what  tradition  they  had  from  their  anceftors  ctmceming  thefe  ftones  \  and 
they  told  me,  it  was  a  place  appointed  for  worOiip  in  the  time  of  heathenifm,  and  ihac 
the  chief  druid  or  prielt  ftood  near  the  big  ftone  in  the-centre,  from  whence  he  addrelTed 
Jiimfelf  to  the  people  that  furrounded  him. 

Upon  the  fame  coaft  alfo  there  is  a  circle  of  high  ftones  ftanding  on  one  aid,  about 
-a  quarter  of  a  mile's  diftance  firom  thofe  above  mentioned. 

The  fli<»%  in  Egginds  abounds  with  many  little  fmoof  h  ftones  prettily  variegated  with 
•all  forts  of  colours ;  they  are  of  a  round  form,  which  is  probably  occafioned  by  the 
toflmg  of  the  fea,  which  in  thofe  parts  is  very  violent. 

1  he  cattle  produced  here  are  cows,  horfes,  flieep,  goats,  liogs.  Thefe  cows  are 
]ittle,  but  very  fruitful,  and  their  beef  very  fweet  and  tender;  The  horfes  are  ccmfide- 
rably  lefs  h^e  than  on  the  oppofite  continent,  yet  they  plow  and  hsTrow  as  well  as 
tiiggw  horfes,  though  in  the  fpring-time  they  have~  nothing  to  feed  npon  but  fea-ware. 
There  are  abundance  of  deer  in  the  chace  of  Ofervaul,  which  is  fifteen  miles  in  com- 
pafs,  conftfting  in  mountains,  and  vafties  between  them :  this  affords  good  pafturac^e 
tot  the  deer,  black  -cattle,  and  Iheep.  This  foreft,  for  fo  they  call  it,  is  furrounded  with 
the  fea,  except  about  one  mile  on  the  weft  fide  :  the  dea*  are  forced  to  ieed  on  fea- 
ware,  when  the  fnow  and  froft  continue  long,  having  no  wood  to  ftielter  in,  and  fo  are 
cxpoied  to  the  rigour  of  the  feafon. 

*  Calernilh.  od  the  weft  fide,  as  (be  Editor  Icani  by  a  letter  from  the  irobk  tod  inteDigtat  prq)rieter, 
«)>c  carl  of  Seaforth. 
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I  faw  big  roofs  of  trees  at  the  he.id  of  Loch-Erifport,  and  there  is  abont  a  huiKfrctl 
young  birch  aiid  h?zle  trees  on  the  fouth-well  fide  ctf  Loch-Stonivay  ;  but  there  is  no- 
more  wood  in  the  iiland.  There  is  great  variety  of  land  and  fea-  fowls  to  be  feen  in  this 
and  the  lefler  adjacent  iHands. 

The  amphibia  here  are  feals  and  otters  j  the  fbnner  are  eaten  by  the  vulgar,  what 
gnd  them  to  be  as  nouriihing  as  beef  and  mutton. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  well  proportioned,  free  from  any  bodily  imperfec-- 
tions,  and  of  a  good  llature ;  the  colour  of  their  hair  is  commonly  a  light  brown  or  red, 
but  few  of  them  are  black.  They  are  a  healthful  and  ftrong-bodied  people,  feveral  ar- 
nve  to  a  great  age  :  Mr.  Daniel  Morifon,  late  miniller  of  Barvas,  one  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, died  lately  in  his  eighty.fixth  year. 

They  are  generally  of  a  fanguine  conftitution  :  this  place  hath  not  been  troubled  with 
epidemical  dil'aafes,  except  the  fmall-pox,  which  comes  but  feldom,  and  then  it  fweep» 
away  many  young  people.  The  chin-cough  afflicts  children  too  :  the  fever,  diarrhea, 
dyfenteri?,  and  the  falling  down  of  the  uvula,  fevers,  jaundice,  and  ftitches,  and  the  or- 
.dinary  coughs  proceeding  from  cold,  are  the  difeafes  moft  prevalent  here.  The  coid> 
mon  cure  ufed  for  removing  fevers  and  pleurifjes  is  to  let  blood  plentifully.  For  curing 
the  diarrhea  and  dyfenteria,  they  take  fmall  quantities  of  the  kernel  of  the  black  Molocca 
beans,  called  by  them  crofpunk ;  and  this  being  ground  into  powder,  and  drunk  in 
boiled  milk,  is  by  daily  experience  found  to  be  very  eSeftual.  1  hey  likewife  ufe  a  little 
dofe  of  treftarig  water  with  good  fuccefs.  When  the  cough  affefis  them,  they  drink 
brochan  plentiiully,  which  is  oat-meal  and  water  boiled  together  ;  to  which  they  fome>- 
times  add  butter.  This  drink,  ufed  at  going  to  bed>  difpofeih  one  to  fleep  and  fweat, 
and  is  very  diuretic,  if  it  hath  no  fait  in  it.  They  ufe  alfo  the  roots  of  nettles,  and  the 
the  roots  of  reeds  boiled  in  water,  and  add  yeaft  to  it,  which  provokes  it  to  ferment ; 
'  and  this  they  find  alfo  beneficial  for  the  cough.  When  the  uvula  falls  down,  they  or- 
dinarily cut  it,  in  this  manner :  they  take  a  long  quill,  and  putting  a  horfe-hair  double 
into  it,  make  a  noofe  at  the  end  of  the  quill,  and  putting  it  about  the  lower  end  oE  the 
uvula,  they  cut  off  from  the  uvula  all  that  is  below  the^hair  with  a  pair  of  fcifiars,  and 
then  the  patient  fwallows  a  tittle  bread  and  cheefe,  which  cures  him.  This  operation  is 
not  attended  with  the  leaft  inconvenience,. and  cures  the  diftemper  fo  that  it  never  re> 
turns.  They  cure  green  wounds  with  ointment  made  of  golden-rod,  all-heal,  and 
frefli  butter.  The  jaundice  they  cure  two  ways  :  the  firll  is  by  laying  the  patient  00 
his  face,  and  pretending  to  look  upon  his  back-bones,  they  prefently  pour  a  pail-full 
of  cold  water  on  his  bare  back,  and  this  proves  fuccefsful.  The  fecond  cure  they  per- 
form by  taking  the  tongs  and  making  ihem  red-hot  in  the  fire;  then  pulling  off  the 
cloaths  from  the  patient^s  back,  he  who  holds  the  tongs  gently  touches  the  patienf  on 
the  vertebrae  upwards  of  the  back,  which  makes  him  furioufly  run  out  of  doors,  fiiH 
{uppofing  the  hot  iron  is  on  his  back,  till  the  pain  be  abated,  which  happens  very  fpeedily, 
and  the  patient  recovers  loon  after.  Donald-Chuan,  in  a  village  near  Bragir,  in  the 
pariih  of  Barvas,  had  by  accident  cut  his  toe  at  the  change  of  the  moon,  and  it  bleeds  a 
frelh  drop  at  every  change  of  the  moon  ever  fince. 

Anna,  daughter  to  George,  in  the  village  of  Melbofl;,  in  the  parilli  of  Ey,  having 
'  been  with  child,  and  the  ordinary  time  of  her  delivery  bang  expired,  the  child  made 
its  pafTage  by  the  fundament  for  feme  years,  coming  away  bone  after  bone.  She  lived 
feveral  years  after  this,  but  never  had  any  more  children.  Some  of  the  natives,  both  of 
the  ifland  of  Lewis  and  Harries,  who  converfed  with  her  at  the  time  when  this  extn* 
ordiaary  thing  happened^  gave  me  this  account. 
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The  natives  are  generally  ingenious  and  quick  of  apprehenfion  ;  they  have  a  mecha- 
nical genius,  and  feveral  of  both  fexes  have  a  gift  of  poefy,  and  are  able  to  form  a  fatire 
or  panegyric  extempore,  without  the  afliltance  of  any  ftronger  liquor  than  water  to  raife  " 
their  fancy.  They  are  great  lovers  of  mufic ;  and  when  I  was  there  they  gave  an  ac- 
count of  eighteen  men  who  could  play  on  the  violin  pretty  well,  without  being  taught. 
.  They  are  ftill  very  hofpitable,  but  the  late  years  of  fcarcity  brought  them  very  low,  and 
many  of  the  poor  people  have  died  by  famine.  The  inhabitants  are  very  dextrous  in 
the  exercifes  of  fwlmming,  archery,  vaulting,  or  leaping,  and  are  very  flout  and  able  fea- 
men ;  tbey  will  tug  at  the  oar  all  day  long  upon  bread  and  water,  and  a  fnufh  of 
tobacco. 

Of  the  inferior  adjacent  JJlands.  • 

WITHOUT  the  moHth  of  Loch-Carlvay  lies  the  fmatl  iiland  Garve;  it  is  a  high 
rocfc,  about  half  a  mile  in  compafs,  and  fit  only  for  pafturage.  Not  far  from  this  lies 
ihe  iDand  of  Berinfay,  which  is  a  quarter  "of  a  tiiile  in  compafs,  naturally  a  ftrong  fort, 
and  formerly  ufed  as  fuch,  being  almoll  tnaccefjible. 

The  ifland  Fladda,  which  is  of  fmall  compafs,  lies  between  Berinfay  and  theniaia 
land.  Within  thefe  lies  the  ifland  called  Bernera  Minor,  two  miles  in  length,  and 
fruitful  in  com  and  grafs.  Within  this  ifland,  in  the  middle  of  Loch-Carlvay,  lies  the 
iila'nd  of  Bernera  Major,  being  four  miles  in  length,  and  as  much  in  breadlh  :  it  is  fruit- 
ful alfo  in  corn  and  grafs,  and  haih  four  villages.  Alexander  Mac-Lenan,  who  Hves  in 
Bernera  Major,  told  me,  that  fome  years  ago  a  very  extraordinary  ebb  happened  there, 
exceeding  any,  that  had  been  feen  before  or  lince ;  it  happened  ^out  the  vernal  equinox, 
the  fea  retired  fo  far  as  to  difcover  a  ftone-wall,  the  length  of  it  being  about  forty  yards, 
and  in  fome  parts  about  five,  fix,  or  feven  feet  high,  they  fuppofe  much  more  of  it  to  - 
be  under  water  :  it  lies  oppofite  to  the  weft-fide  of  Lewis,  to  which  it  adjoins.  He  fays 
that  it  is  regularly  built,  and  without  any  doubt  the  effe£l  of  human  induftry.  The  na- 
lives  bad  no  tradition  about  this  piece  or  work,  fo  that  I  can  form  no  other  conjecture 
about  it,  but  that  it  has  probably  been  ere£led  for  a  defence  againft  the  fea,  or  for  the 
the  ufe  of  fiftiermen,  but  came  in  time  to  be  overflowed.  Near  to  both  Berneras  lie  the 
fmall  iflands  of  Kaialifay,  Cavay,  Carvay,  and  Grenim. 

Near  to  the  north-weft  promontory  of  Carlvay  Bay,  called  Galen-head,  are  the  little 
iflands  of  Pabbay,  Shirem,  Vaxay,  Wuya,  the  Great  and  LelTer.'  To  the  north-weft  of 
Gallen-head,  and  within  fix  leagues  of  it,  lie  the  Flannan-Iilands,  which  the  feamen  call 
North-hunters ;  they  are  but  fmall  iflands,  and  fix  in  number,  and  maintain  about 
feventy  jheep  yearly.  The  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  lands  of  the  Lewis,  having  a 
light  to  thefe  iflands,  vifit  them  once  every  fummer,  and  there  make  a  great  purchafe  of 
fowls,  eggs,  down,  feathers,  and  quills.  When  they  go  to  fea,  they  have  their  boat 
well  manned,  and  make  towards  the  iflands  with  an  eaft-wind ;  but  if  before  or  at  the 
landing  the  wind  turn  wefterly,  they  hoift  up  fail,  and  fteer  dire£tly  home  again.  If 
any  of  their  crew  is  a  novice,  and  not  verfed  in  the  cuftoms  of  the  place,  he  muft  be 
inftru£led  perfedly  in  all  the  punfjilios  obferved  here  before  landing  ;  and  to  prevent 
inconveniencies  that  they  think  may  enfue  upon  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  leaft  mcety  ob- 
ferved here,  every  novice  is  always  joined  *ith  another,  thai  caninftruct  him  all  the  time 
of  their  fowling  :  fo  all  the  boat's  crew  are  match'd  in  this  manner.  After  their  land- 
ing, they  faften  their  boat  to  the  fides  of  a  rock,  and  then  fix  a  wooden  ladder,  by  laying 
aHiene  at  the  foot  of  it,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  fea  ;  and  when  they  are  got  up 
into  the  ifland,  all  of  them  uncover  their  heads,  and  make  a  turn  fun-ways  round, 
thanking  God  for  their  &fety.  The  firft  injun^ixi  givsn  after  landing,  is  not  to  eale 
4  E  2  Nature 
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Nature  in  that  place  where  the  boat  lies,  for  that  they  reckon  a  crime  of  the  higheft  na- 
ture, and  of  dangerous  confequence  to  all  their  crew;  for  they,  have  a  great  regard  to 
that  very  piece  of  the  rock  upon  which  they  firft  fet  their  feet,  after  efcaping  the  danger 
of  the  ocean. 
'  The  bigeft  of  thefe  iflands  is  called  Ifland-More ;  it  has  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  dedicated 
ft)  St.  Flannan,  from  whom  the  ifland  derives  its  name.  When  they  are  come  within 
about  twenty  paces  of  the  altar,  they  all  ftrip  themfelves  of  their  upper  garments  at  once  ; 
and  their  upper  clothes  being  laid  upon  a  Hone,  which  (lands  there  on  purpofe  for  that 
ufe,  all  the  crew  pray  three  times  before  they  begin  fowling  :  the  firft  day  they  fay  the 
firft  prayer,  advancing  towards  the  chapel  upon  their  knees  ;  the  fecond  prayer  is  ^d 
as  they  go  round  the  chapel ;  the  third  is  faid  hard  by  or  at  the  chapel :  and  this  is 
their  morning  fervice.  Their  vefpers  arc  performed  with  the  like  number  of  prayers. 
Another  rule  is,  that  it  is  abfolutely  unlawful  to  kill  a  fowl  with  a  ftone,  for  that  they 
reckon  a  great  barbarity,  and  direftly  contrary  to  ancient  cuftom. 

It  is  alfo  unlawful  to  kill  a  fowl  before  they  afcend  by  the  ladder.  It  is  abfolutely 
unlawful  to  call  the  ifland  of  St.  Kilda  (which  lies  thirty  leagues  fouthward)  by  its  proper 
Irifh  name  Hirt,  but  only  the  high  country.  They  muft  not  fo  much  as  once  name  the 
iflands  in  which  they  are  fowling,  by  the  ordinary  name  Flamiati,  but  only  the  country. 
There  are  feveral  other  things  that  muft  not  be  called  by  their  common  names :  e.  g. 
•uifi,  which  in  the  language  of  the  natives  fignihcs  water,  they  call  burn  :  a  rock,  which 
in  their  language  is  rrf^,  muft  here  be  called  cruey,  i.  e.  hard:  ftiore  in  their  language 
GxprelTed  by  claddach,  muft  here  be  called  vab,  i.  e.  a  cave :  four  in  their  language  is 
exprelfed  gort,  but  muft  here  be  called  gaire,  i.  e,  fharp :  flippery,  which  is  exprefled 
bog,  muft  be  called  foft  :  and  feveral  other  things  to  this  purpofe.  They  account  it  alfo 
unlawfiil  to  kill  afowl  after  evening-prayers.  There  is  an  ancient  cuftom,  by  which  the 
crew  is  obliged  not  to  carry  home  any  Iheep-fuei,  let  them  kill  ever  fo  many  ftieep  in  thefe 
iflands.  One  of  their  principal  cuftoms  is  not  to  fteal  or  eat  any  thinp  unknown  to 
their  partner,  elfe  the  tranfgreflbr  (they  fay)  will  certainly  vomit  it  up ;  which  they 
reckon  as  a  juft  judgment. .  When  they  have  loaded  their  boat  fufBciently  with  flieep» 
fowls,  eggs,  down,  fifti,  &c.  they  make  the  beft  of  their  way  homeward.  It  is  obferved 
of  the  flieep  of  thefe  iflands,  that  they  are  exceeding  fat,  and  have  long  horns. 

I  had  this  fuperftitious  account  not  only  from  feveral  of  the  natives  uf  the  Lewis,  but 
likewife  from  two  who  had  been  in  the  Flannan  iflands  the  preceding  year.  I  aflted  one 
of  ihem  if  he  prayed  at  home  as  often  and  as  fervently  as  he  did  when  in  the  Flannan  . 
iflands,  and  he  plainly  confeffed  to  me  thjt  he  did  not :  adding  further,  that  thefe  re- 
mote  iflands  were  places  of  inherent  fanftity  ;  and  that  there  was  none  ever  yet  landed 
in  them  but  found  himfelf  more  difpofed  to  devotion  there,  than  any  where  elfe.  The 
ifland  of  Pigmies,  or  as  the  natives  call  it,  the  ifland  of  Little  Men,  is  but  of  fmall  extent. 
There  has  been  many  fmall  bones  dug  out  of  the  ground  here,  refanbling  thofe  of  hu- 
man kind  more  than  any  other.  This  gave  ground  to  a  tradition  which  the  natives  have 
of  a  very  low  ftatured  people  living  once  here,  called  Luft)irdan,  i.  e.  Pigmies. 

The  ifland  Rona  is  reckoned  about  twenty  leagues  from  the  north-eaft  point  of  Ne& 
in  Lewis,  and  counted  but  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth :  it  hath  a 
hill  in  the  weft  part,  and  is  only  vifible  from  the  Lewis  in  a  fair  fummers'  day.  I  had  an 
account  of  this  little  ifland,  and  the  cuftom  of  it,  from  feveral  natives  of  Lewis,  who 
had  been  upon  the  place  ;  but"  more  particularly  from  Mr.  Daniel  Morifon,  Minifterof 
Barvas,  after  his  return  from  Rona  ifland,  which  then  belonged  to  him,  as  part  of  his 
glebe.  Upon  my  landing  (fays  he)  the  natives  received  me  very  affeftionately,  and  ad- 
dreifed  me  with  their  ufual  iatutation  to  a  ftranger  :  ^*  God  fare  youj  pilgrim,  you  are 
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&?ardl]r  welcome  here ;  for  we  have  had  repeated  apparitions  of  your  perfon  among  u$^ 
(after  the  manner  of  the  fecond  fight,)  and  we  heartily  congratulate  your  arriv;il  in  this 
our  remote  coimtry."  One  of  the  natives  would  needs  exprefs  Iiis  high  efteera  for  my 
perfon,  by  making  a  turn  round  about  me  fun-ways,  and  at  the  fame  time  blefTmg  me, 
and  wiAiing  me  all  happinefs  ;  but  I  bid  him  let  alone  that  piece  of  homage,  telling  him 
I  was  fenfible  of  his  good  meaning  towards  me  :  but  this  poor  man  was  not  a  little  difap- 
pointed,  as  were  alfo  his  neighbours ;  for  they  doubted  not  but  this  ancient  ceremony 
would  have  been  very  acceptable  to  me :  and  one  of  them  told  me,  that  this  was  a  thing 
due  to  my  charafter  from  them,  as  to  their  chief  and  pnlron,  and  they  could  not  nor 
would  not  fail  to  perform  it.  They  condufted  me  to  the  little  village  where  they  d\vell, 
and  in  the  way  thhher  there  were  .three  inciofures;  and  as  1  entered  eachofthefe,  the  in- 
habitants  feverally  faluted  me,  taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  faying,  *'  Traveller,  you  are 
welcome  here."  They  went  along  with  me  to  the  houfe  that  they  had  aflignei  for  my 
lodging ;  where  there  was  a  bundle  of  ftraw  lain  on  the  floor,  for  a  feat  for  me  to  fit 
upon.  After  a  little  time  was  fpent  in  general  difcourfe,  the  inhabitants  retired  to  their 
refpeftive  dwelling-houfes,  and  in  this  interval,  they  killed  each  man  a  (heep,  being  in 
all  five,  anfwcrable  to  the  number  of  their  families.  The  Ikins  of  the  fheep  were  entire, 
and  flayed  off  fo  from  the  neck  to  the-  tail,  that  they  were  in  form  like  a  fach.  Thefe 
ildns  being  flayed  off  after  this  manner,  were  by  the  inhabitants  inllantly  filled  with  bar* 
ley-meal ;  and  this  they  gave  me  by  way  of  a  prefent :  one  of  their  number  a£ted  as 
fpeaker  for  the  reft,  faying,  '*  Traveller,  we  are  very  fenfible  of  the  favour  you  have 
done  us  in  coming  to  hr  with  a  defign  to  inllrud  us  in  our  way  to  happinefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  venture  your  felf  on  the  great  ocean  ;  pray  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  this 
fmall  prefent,  which  we  humbly  offer  as  an  espreffion  of  our  fincere  love  to  you.** 
This  1  accepted,  though  in  a  very  coarfe  drefs ;  but  it  was  given  with  fuch  an  air  of 
hofpitality  and  good-v-iU,  as  deferved  thanks.  They  prefented  my  man  alfo  with  fome 
pecks  of  meal,  as  being  Ukewife  a  traveller:  the  boat's-crew,  having  been  in  Rona  be- 
fore, were  not  reckoned  ftrangers,  arid  therefore  was  no  prefent  given  them,  but  their 
da)h[  maintenance. 

There  is  a  chapel  here  dedicated  to  St.  Ronan,  fenced  with  a  flone  wall  round  it ; 

and  they  take  care  to  keep  it  neat  and  clean,  and  fweep  it  every  day.     There  is  an  altar 

in  it,  on  which  there  Ues  a  big  plank  of  wood  about  ten  feet  in  length  ;  every  foot  has 

.    a  hole  in  it,  and  in  every  hole  a  Hone,  to  which  the  natives  afcribe  fevcral  virtues :  one 

of  them  is  Angular,  as  they  fay,  for  promoting  fpeedy  delivery  to  a  woman  in  travail. 

They  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandments  in  the  chapel  every 
Sunday  morning.  They  have  cows,  Qieep,  barley  and  oate,  and  live  a  harmlefs  life,  be- 
ing perfectly  ignorant  of  moft  of  thofe  vices  that  abound  in  the  world.  They  know  no- 
thing of  money  or  gold,  having  no  occafion.for  either  y  they  neither  fell  nor  buy,  but 
only  barter  for  fucli  little_things  as  they  want  j.  they  covet  no  wealth,  being  fully  content 
and  fatisfyed  with  food  and  raiment }  though,  at  the  fame  time  they  are  very  precife  in 
the  matter  of  property  among  ihemfelves  :  for  none  of  them  will  by  any  means  allow 
his  neighbour  to  fiQi  within  his  property  ;  and  every  one  muft  exaflly  obfcrve  not  to 
make  any  incroachment  on  his  neighbour.  They  have  an  agreeable  arid  hofpitable 
temper  for  all  ftrangers  :  they  concern  not  themfelves  about  the  reft  of  mankind,  ex* 
cept  the  inhabitants  in  the  north  part  of  Lewis.  They  take  their  fimame  from  the  co- 
lour of  the  flsy,  rain-bo.w,  and  clouds.  There  are  only  five  families  in  this  fmall  ifland, 
and  every  tenant  hath  hisdwelling-houfe,  abam,a  houfe  where  their  beft  effects  are  pre- 
ferved,  a  houfe  for  their  cattle,  and  a  porch  on  each  fide  of  the  door  to  keep  off  the 
raiB  or  fnow*    Their  houfes  are  built  with  ftone,  and  thatched  with  Araw,  which  is  ke^n 
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down  with  ropes  of  the  fame,  poifed  with  ftones.  They  wear  the  fame  habit  with 
thofe  in  Lewis,  and  fpeak  only  Irifti.  When  any  of  them  come  to  the  Lewis,  which  is 
feldom,  they  are  aftonilhed  to  fee  fo  many  people.  They  much  admire  greyhounds,  and 
love  to  have  them  in  their  company.  They  are  mightily  pleafed  at  the  fight  of  horfes  ; 
an^  one  of  them  obferving  a  horfe  to  neigh,  afked  if  that  horfe  laughed  at  him.  A  boy 
from  Rona  perceiving  a  colt  run  towards  him,  was  fo  much  frighted  at  it,  that  he 
jumped  into  a  bufh  of  nettles,  where  his  whole  Ikin  became  full  of  bliftcrs. 

Anothef  of  the  natives  of  Rona  having  had  the  opportunity  of  travelling  as  far  as 
Coul,  in  the  fliire  of  Rofs,  which  is  the  feat  of  Sir  Alexander  Mac-kenzie,  every  thing 
he  faw  there  'vas  fui-prizing  to  him  ;  and  when  he  heard  the  noire  of  thofe  who  walked 
.  in  the  rooms  above  him,  he  prefently  fell  to  the  ground,  thinking  thereby  to  fave  his 
life,  for  he  fuppofed  that  the  houfe  was  coming  down  over  his  head.  When  Mr.  Mori- 
fon  the  pinifttr  was  in  Rona,  two  of  the  natives  courted  a  maid  with  intention  to  niarry 
her ;  and  being  married  to  one  of  them  afterwards,  the  other  was  not  a  little  difappoint' 
ed,  becaufe  there  was  no  other  match  for  him  in  this  ifland.  The  wind  blowing  fair, 
Mr  Morifon  failed  diredly  for  Lewis ;  but  after  three  hours  failing  was  forced  back  to  ■ 
Rona  by  a  contrary  wind  :  and  at  his  landing,  the  poor  man  that  had  loft  his  fweet- 
heart  was  overjoyed,  and  expreffed  himfcif  in  thefe  words ;  "  I  bitfs  God  and  Ronan 
that  you  are  returned  again,  for  I  hppe  you  will  now  make  me  happy,  and  give  me  a 
light  to  enjoy  the  woman  every  other  year  by  turns,  that  fo  we  both  may  have  jifue  by 
her.  Mr.  Morifon  could  not  refrain  from  fmiling  at  this  Xinexpefted  requeft,  chid  the 
pcor  man  for  his  unreafonable  demand,  and  defired  him  to  have  patience  for  a  year 
longer,  and  he  would  fend  him  a  wife  from  Lewis  ;  but  this  did  not  eafe  the  poor  man, 
who  was  tormented  with  the  thoughts  of  dying  without  ilfue. 

Another  who  wanted  a  wife,  and  having  got  a  Ihilling  from  a  feaman  that  happened 
to  land  there,  went  and  gave  this  fhilling  to  Mr.  Morifon,  to  purchafe  him  a  wifein'the 
Lewis,  and  fend  her  to  him,  for  he  was  told  that  ihis  piece  of  money  was'a.  thing  of  ex- 
traordinary value  i  and  his  defire  was  gratified  the  enfuing  year. 

About  fourteen  years  ago  a  fwarm  of  rats,  but  none  knows  how,  came  into  Rona, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  eat  up  all  the  corn  In  the  ifland.  In  a  few  months  after,  fomefea- 
jnen  landed  there,  who  robbed  the  poor  people  of  their  bull.  Thefe  misfortunes,  and 
the  want  of  fupp^  from  Lewis  for  the  (pace  of  a  yer-r,  occafioned  the  death  of  all  that 
ancient  race  of  people.  The  fteward  or  St.  Kilda  beingJjy  a  ftorm  driven  in  there,  told 
me  that  he  found  a  woman  with  her  child.at  her  bread,  both  lying  dead  at  the  fide  'bf  a 
jock,  ^orae  years  after,  the  minifter  ^to  whom  the  ifland  belongeth)  fent  a  new  colony 
to  this  ifland,  with  (iiitable  fupplies.  The  following  year  a  boat  was  fent  to  them  with 
fome  more  fupplies,  and  orders  -to  receive  the  rents;  but  the  boat  being  Jofl,  as  it  is 
fuppcfed,!  can  give  no  further  account  of  this  late  plantation. 

The  inhabifanls  of  this  little  ifland  fay,  that  the  cuckow  is  never  feen  or  heard  here, 
but  after  the  death  of  the, Earl  of  Seaforth,  or  the  minifter. 

The  rockSoultfkerJIeth  four  leagues  to  theeafl  of  Rona  ;  it  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
circumference,  and  abounds  with  great  numbers  of  fea-fowl,  fuch  as  Solan  geefe,  guilla- 
.mole,  coulter-neb,  puffin,  and  feverat  other  forts.  The  fowl  called  the.  colk  is  found 
iiere  :  it  is  lefs  than  a  goofe,  all  covered  with  down,  and  when  it  hatches  it,  cafls  its 
feathers,  which  are  of  divers  colours ;  it  has  a  tufft  on  its  head  refembling  that  of  a  pea- 
cock, and  a  train  longer  than  that  of  a  houfe-cuck,  but  the  hen  has  not  fo  much  orna- 
ment and  beauty. 

The  ifland  Slant,  or,  as  the  natives  call  it,  Ifland-More,  lies  to  the  eaft  of  Ulhinefs  in 
Xewi»,  about  a  league.    There  arc  three  fmatl  iOands  here ;  the  two  fouthem  iflands 


yGoOgI* 


WESTERN   KLANDS  or  SCOTLAND.  58^ 

are  fepat;ated  only  by  fpring- tides,  and  are  two  miles  in  circumference.  Ifland-More  '  # 
hath  a  chapel  in  it  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  graf^  :  the 
ifland  joining  to  it  on  the  weft  is  only  for  pafturage.  I  faw  a  couple  of  eagles  here: 
the  natives  told  me,  that  thefe  eagles  would  never  fuffer  any  of  their  kind  to  live  there  • 
but  themfelves,  and  that  they  drove  away  their  young  ones  as  foon  as  they  were  able  to 
fly.  And  they  told  me  likewife,  that  thofe  eagles  are  fo  careful  of  the  place  of  their 
abode,  that  they  never  yet  kilted  any  (heep  or  lamb  in  the  ifland,  though  the  bon^s  of 
lambs,  of  ^wns,  and  wild-fowls,  are  frequently  found  in  and  about  thvir  neds ;  fo  that 
they  make  their  purchafe  in  the  oppofite  iilands,  the  nearell  of  which  is  a.  league  diftant. 
This  ifland  is  very  ftrongand  inacceflible,  fave  on  one  fide  where  the  afcent  is  narrow, 
and  foniewhat  refemtlUng  a  flair,  but  a  great  deal  more  high  and  fteep ;  notwithflanding 
which,  the  cows  pafs  and  repafs  by  it  fafely,  though  one  would  think  it  uneafy  for  a  man 
to  climb.  About  a  nuifket-fliot  further  north  lies  the  biggeft  of  the  iflands  called 
Wore,  being  two  miles  in  circumference :  it  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  pafturage,  the  coWS 
here  are  much  fatter  than  any  I  faw  in  the  iiland  of  Lewis.  There  is  a  blue  ftone  oft 
the  furJace  of  the  ground  here,  moid  while  it  lies  there,  but  when  dry,  it  becomes  very 
hard  ;  it  is  capable  o{  any  impreflion,  and  I  have  feen  a  fet  of  table-men  made  of  this 
ftone,  prettily  carved  with  different  figures.  There  is  a  promontory  in  the  north-end 
bf  the  ifland  of  Lewis,  called  Europy-Point,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  furtheft  to 
north-weft  of  any  part  in  Europe. 

Thefe  iflands  are  divided  into  two  pariflies,  one  called  Barvas,  and  the  other  Ey  or  Y ; 
both  which  are  parfonages,  and  each  of  them  having  a  minifter.  The  names  of  the 
churches  in  Lewis  Ifles,  and  the  Saints  to  whom  they  were  dedicated,  are  St.  Columkil^ 
in  the  ifland  of  that  name;  St  Pharaer  inKaemefs,  St.  Lennan  in  Sternvay,  St.  CoUum 
in  Ey,  St.  Cutchou  in  Garboft,  St.  Aula  in  Greafe,  St.  Michael  in  ToUofta,  St.  Collum 
in  Garieu,  St.  Ronan  In  Eorobie,  St.  Thomas  in  Haboft,  St.  Peter  in  Shanaboft,  St> 
Clement  in  Dell,  Holy-Crofs  Church  in  Galan,  St.  Brigit  in  Barove,  St.  Peter  iu  Shia-  ■ 
dir,  St,  Mary  in  Barvas,  St.  John  Baptift  in  Bragar,  St.  Kiaran  in  Liani  Shadir,  St. 
Michael  in  Kirvig,  St.  Macrei  in  Kirkiboft,  St.  Dondan  in  Little  Berneray,  St.  Michatl 
in  the  fame  ifland,  St.  Peter  in  Pabbay  ifland,  St.  Chriftopher's  chapel  in  Uge,  and  ■ 
Stomvay  church :  all  thefe  churches  and  chapels  were,  before  the  reformation,  fanc- 
tuaries ;  and  if  a  man  had  committed  murder,' he  was  thta  fecure  and  fafe  when  once 
within  their  precinfls. 

They  were  in  greater  veneration  in  thofe  days  than  now :  it  was  the  conftant  practice 
of  the  natives  to  kneel  at  firft  fight  of  the  church,  though  at  a  great  diftance  from  them, 
and  then  they  faid  their  Pater-nofter.  John  Morifon  of  Bragir  told  me,  that  when  he^ 
was  a  boy,  and  going  to  the  church  of  St.  Mulvay,  he  obferved  the  natives  to  kneel  and 
and  repeat  the  Pater-nofter  at  four  miles  diftance  from  the  church.     The  inhabitants  of  ■ 's 

this  ifland  had  an  ancient  cuftom  to  facrifice  to  a  fea-god,  called  ShQny,-at  Hallow.tide, 
in  the  manner  following  :  the  inhabitants  round  the  ifland  came  to  the  church  of  St. 
Mulvay,  having  each  man  his  provifion  along  with  him  ;  every  family  furniflied  a  peck 
of  malt,  and  this  was  brewed  into  ale  :  one  of  their  number  was  picked  out  to  wade 
into  the  fea  up  to  the  middle,  and  carrying  a  cup  of  ale  in  his  hand,  ftanding  ftill  in  that 
pofture,  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  *'  Shony,  I  give  you  this  cup  of  ale,  hoping 
that  you'll  be  fo  kind  as  to  fend  plenty  of  fea-ware,  for  inriching  our  ground  the  enfu* 
ing  year  .■"  and  fo  threw  the  cup  of  ale  into  the  fea.  This  was  performed  in  the  night 
time.  At  his  return  to  land,  they  all  went  to  church,  where  there  was  a  candle  bummg 
upon  the  altar :  and  then  ftanding  filent  for  a  little  time,  one  of  them  gave  a  ftgnal,  at 
vhich  the  candle  was  put  out}  sJm  imme(liatt;ly  all  of  them  went  to  the  fields^  where 
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they  fell  -a  drinking  their  ale,  and  fpmt  the  remainder  of  the  night  fax  dandng  aod  fmg- 
ing,  &c. 

The  next  morning  they  all  returned  home,  being  well  fatisfied  that  ther  had  punc- 
tually obferved  this  folemn  anniverfary,  which  ther  believed  to  be  a  powerml  means  to 
procure  a  plentiful  crop.  Mr.  Daniel  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Morifon,  minifters  in  Lewis, 
told  me  they  fpent  feveral  years,  before  they  could  perfuade  the  vulgar  natives  to  aban- 
don tluS  ridiculous  piece  of  fuperliition ;  which  is  qaite  abolifhed  for  thefe  thirty-two 
years  pafl. 

The  inhabitants  are  all  protedants,  except  oite  ^mily,  who  are  Roman  catholicks. 
1  was  told,  that  about  fourteen  years  ago,  three  or  four  fifiiermen,  who  then  forfook 
the  proteftant  communion,  and  imbraced  the  RomiQi  faith,  having  the  opportunity  ofa 
Popiih  prieft  on  the  place,  they  applit^J  themfelves  to  him  for  fome  of  the  holy  water  ;  It 
beiiig  ufual  for  thepriells  to  fprinkie  it  into  the  bays,  as  an  infallible  means  to  procure 
plenty  of  herring,  as  alio  to  bring  them  into  thofe  nets  that  are  befprinkled  with  it. 
Thefe  filhers  accordingly  having  got  the  water,  poured  it  upon  their  nets  before  they 
dro[>ed  them  into  the  fea ;  ihey  likewife  turned  the  infide  of  their  coats  outwards,  after 
which  they  fet  their  nets  in  the  evening  at  the  ufual  hour.  The  proteftant  filhers,  wha 
ufed  no  other  means  than  throwing  their  nets  into  the  fea,  at  the  fame  time  were  uncon- 
cerned ;  but  the  Paptils  being  impatient  and  of  expectation,  got  next  morning  betimes 
to  draw  their  nets,  and  being  come  to  the  place,  they  foon  perceived  that  all  their  nets 
were  loll ;  but  the  proteftants  found  their  nets  fafe,  and  full  of  herring  :  which  was  no 
fmall  mortification  to  the  prieft  and  bis  profelites,  and  expofed  them  to  the  derifion  of 
their  neighbours. 

The  proteftant  natives  obfenre  the  feftivals  of  Chriftmas,  Good-Friday,  Eafter,  and 
Michaelmas :  upon  this  laft  thdy  have  an  anoivofary  cavalcade,  and  then  both  iezes 
«ide  on  horfe-back. 

There  is  a  village  called  Stom>Bay,  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  that  name ;  it  confifts 
of  about  Qxty  families :  there  are  fome  houfes  of  entertainment  in  it,  as  alfo  a  charcb, 
and  a  fchool,  in  which  Latin  and  Englifh  are  taught.  The  fteward  of  the  Lewis  hath 
his  refidence  in  this  village.  .The  Lewis,  which  was  poftelTed  by  Mack>leod  of  Lewis, 
ibr  feveral  centuries,  is,  fince  the  rdgn  of  Kmg  James  the  fixtbj  become  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  who  Hall  enjoys  it. 

Thf  Tfle  of  Harries, 

THE  Harries  being  feparated  from  Lewis  is  eighteen  miles,  from  the  Hufhinefs  «a 
*he  weftero  ocean  to  Loch-Seafort  in  the  eaft  j  from  this  bounding  to  the  point  of 
fitrond  in  the  fouth  of  Harries,  it  is  twenty-four  miles  ;  and  in  fome  places  four,  five, 
and  fix  miles  in  breadth.  The  foil  is  almoft  (he  fame  with  that  of  Lewis,  and  it  pro- 
duces the  fame  forts  of  com,  but  a  greater  increafe. 

The  air  is  temperately  cold,  and  the  natives  endeavour  to  qualify  it  by  taking  a  dofe 
«f  Aquavitx,  or  Brandy  :  for  they  brew  no  fuch  liquors  as  Treftaritj,  or  Ufquebaugli- 
baui.  The  eaftern  coaft  of  Harries  is  generally  rocky  and  mountainous,  covered  with 
with  grafs  ami  heath.  The  welt  fide  is  for  the  moft  part  arable  on  the  fea-coaft  ;  fome 
parts  ofthe  hills  on  the  eaft  fide  are  naked  without  earth.  The  foil  being  dry  andfandy, 
is  fruitful  when  manured  with  fea-ware.  The  grafs  on  the  weft  fide  is  moft  clover 
and  dafy,  which  in  the  fummer  yields  a  moft  fragrant  fniJI.  Next  to  Loch-Seafort, 
which  for  fome  miles  divides  the  Lewis  from  Harries,  is  the  notable  harbour  within  the 
iHand,  by  fea-faring  men  called  Glafs,  aad  by  the  natives  Sculpa;  U  is  a  Diileand  a  half 
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l<Hig  from  fouth  to  north,  and  a  mile  in  breadth'.  Hiere  is  90  entrance  on  the  fouth 
and  north  ends  of  the  ifle,  and  feveral  good  harbours  in  each,  well  known  to  the 
generality  of  feamen.  Within  the  iQe  is  Loch-Tarbat,  running  foiir  miles  weft ;  it  hath 
feveral  fmatl  illes,  and  is  fometitnes  frequented  by  heiring.  Without  the  Loch  there 
is  plenty  of  cod,  ling,  and  large  eels. 

About  half  a  league  further  on  the  fame  coaft  lies  Loch-Stokaefa,  which  is  about  a 
mite  in  length  ;  there  is  a  frefli-water  lake  at  the  entrance  of  the  ifland,  which  affords 
cyders,  and  feveral  forts  of  fiffi,  the  fea  having  acceb  to  it  at  fpriag-tide;. 

About  a  league  and  a  half  ^her  fouth,  is  I.och>Fini(bay,  an  excellent  though  un- 
known harb6ur;  the  land  lies  low,  and  hides  it  from  the  fight  of  the  fea^faring  men, 
till  they  come  very  near  the  coaft.  There  are,  befides  this  harboiir,  many  creeks  on 
this  fide,  for  barks  and  teffer  boats. 

FreQi- water  lakes  abound  in  this  ifland,  and  are  well  (lored  with  trout,  eels,  and  falmon. 
Each  lake  has  a  river  ninninf;  from  it  to  the  fea,  from  whence  the  falmon  comes  about 
the  beginning  of  May,  and  fooner  if  the  feafon  be  warm.  The  belt  time  for  angling 
for  falmon  and  trout,  is  when  a  warm  fouth>wefl:  wind  blows.  They  ufe  earth-worms 
commonly  for  bait,  but  cockles  attract  the  falmon  better  than  any  other. 

There  is  variety  of  excellent  fprings  ifTuing  from  all  the  mountains  of  this  ifland,  bat 
the  wells  on  the  plains  near  the  fea  are  not  good.  There  is  one  remarkable  fountun 
lately  difcovered  near  Marvag-houfes,  or  the  eaftera  cqaft,  and  has  a  large  flone  by  it, 
which  is  fuflicient  to  direA  a  ftranger  to  it.  The  natives  find  by  expenence  that  it  is 
very  effedual  for  reftoring  loQ:  appetite ;  all  that  drink  of  it  become  very  foon  htmgry, 
though  they  have  eat  plentifully  but  an  hour  before :  the  truth  of  this  was  confirmed 
to  me  by  thofe  that  were  perfeoly  well,  and  alTo  by  thole  that  were  infirm ;  for  it  had 
the  fame  effeft:  on  both. 

There  is  a  well  in  the  heath,  a  mile  to  the  eaft  from  thti  village  Borre ;  the  natives 
fay  that  they  find  it  efScacious  againft  chollcs,  fUtches,  and  gravel. 

There  are  feveral  caves  in  the  mountains,  and  on  each  fide  the  coall :  the  targeft 
and  beft  fortified  by  nature  is  that  in  the  hill  Ulweal,  in  the  middle  of  a  high  rock ; 
the  pafiage  leading  to  it  isfo  narrow,  that  one  only  can  enter  at  a  time.  This  adran. 
tage  renders  ic  fecure  from  any  attempt ;  for  one  fingle  man  is  able  to  keep  off  a 
thoufand,  if  he  have  but  a  (taff  in  his  hand,  fince  with  the  leaft  touch  of  it  he  may 
throw  the  ftrongefl  man  down  the  rock.  The  cave  is  capacious  enough  for  fifty  men 
to  lodge  in:  it  nath  two  wellsih  it,  one  of  which  is  exclude  from  dogs ;  for  they  fay 
that  ifa  dog  do  but  tafle  of  the  water,  the  well  prefently  drieth  up :  and  for  this  rea- 
fon,  all  fuch  as  have  occafion  to  lodge  there  take  care  to  tie  thdr  dogs,  that  they  may 
not  have  accels  to  the  water.  The  otha:  well  is  called  the  Dog's-well,  and  is  only  drunk 
by  them. 

There  are  feveral  ancient  forts  crefted  here,  which  the  natives  fay  were  built  by  the 
Danes;  they  are  of  a  round  form,  and  have  very  thick  walls,  and  a  palTage  in  them 
by  which  one  can  go  round  the  fort.  Some  of  the  ftones  that  compofj  them  are  very 
large :  thefe  forts  are  named  after  the  villages  in  which  they  are  built,  as  that  in 
Borve  is  called  Down-Borve,  Sec.  They  are  built  at  convenient  diftances  on  each  fide 
the  coaft,  and  there  is  a  fort  built  in  every  one  of  the  leffer  ifles. 

There  are  feveral  ftones  here  erected  on  one  end,  one  of  which  is  in  the  village  of 
Borve,  about  feven  feet  high.  There  is  another  flone  of  the  fame  height  to  be  feen 
in  the  oppofite  Ifle  of  Faranfay.  There  are  feveral  heaps  of  ftones,  commonly  called 
fcames,  on  the  lops  of  the  hiUs  and  rifing  grounds  on  the  coaft,  upon  which  they 
ufed  to  bum  heath,  as  a  fignal  of  an  approaching  enemy.  There  was  always  a  feoti- 
voL,  iH.  4  F  ^  aol        I 
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nel  at  each-karne  to  obferve  the  fea-coaft ;  the  fteward  of  the  ifle  made  frequent  rounds 
to' take  notice  of  the  Tentinels,  and  if  he  found  any  of  them  aQeep,  he  dripped  them  of 
t'heir  clothes,  and  deferred  their  perfonalpunifliments  to  the  proprietor  of  the  place. 
This  ifle  produceth  the  fame  kind  of  cattle,  Iheep,  and  goats,  that  are  in  the  Lewis. 
The  natives  gave  me  an  account,  that  a  couple  of  goats  did  grow  wild  on  the  hilts,  and 
after  they  had  increafed,  they  were  obferved  to  bring  forth  their  yoimg  twice  a  year. 

There  are  abundance  of  deer  in  the  bills  and  mountains  here,  commonly  called  the 
Fbreft,  which  is  eighteen  milee  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  the  number  of  deer  com- 
puted to  be  in  this  place  is  at  leaft  two  thoufand;  and  there  is  none  permitted  to  bunt 
there  without  a  licence  from  the  fteward  to  the  forefter.  There  is  a  particular  moun- 
tain, and  above  a  mile  of  Ground  furroundtng  it,  to  which  no  man  hath  accefs  to  hunt, 
this  place  being  referved  for  Macleod  himfcif;  who,  when  he  is  difpofed  to  hunt,  is, 
fure  to  find  game  enough  there. 

Both  hills  and  valleys  in  thefore'ft  are  well  provided  with  plenty  of  good  grafs  mixed 
■with  heath,  which  is  all  the  flielter  thefe  deer  have  during  the  winter  and  fpring ;  there 
-is  not  a  (hrub  of'  wood  to  be  feen  in  all  the  forcft ;  and,  -  whe:)  a  ftorm  comes,  the 
deer  betake  themfelves  to  the  fea-coaft,  where  they  feed  uponthe  alga  marina,  or  fea- 
ware* 

The  mertrick,  a  four-footed  creature,  about  the  fi&e  of  a  big  cat,  is  pretty  numerous 
.in  this  ifle ;  they  have  a  Bne  Odn,  which  is  fmooth  as  any  fur,  and  of  a  brown  colour. 
They  fay  that  the  dung  of  this  animal  yields  a  fcent  like  mulk. 

The  amphibia  here  are  otters  and  feals ;  the  latter  are  eat  by  the  meaner  fort  of  peo- 
ple, who  fay  (hey  are  very  nourifliing.  The  patives  take  them  with  nets,  whofe  enda 
are  tied  by  a  rope  to  the  ftrong  alga,  or  fea  -ware,  growing  on  the  rocks. 

This  ifland  abounds  with  variety  of  land  and  fea-fowl,  and  particularly  with  very 
good  hawks. 

There  are  eagles  here  of  two  forts;  the  ooe  is  of  a  large  fize  and  grey  colour,  and 
thefe  are  very  deftruAive  to  the  fawns,  fheep,  and  lambs. 

■  The  other  is  cohfiderably  lefs»  and  black,  and  fliaped  like  a  hawk,  and  more  de- 
flru^ve  to  the  deer,  &c.  than  the  bigger  fort.  ^ 

There  are  no  venemous  creatures  of  any  kind  here,  except  a  little  viper,  which  was 
,   not  thought  venomous  till  of  late,  that  a  woman  died  of  a  wound  fhe  rec»ved  from 
one  of  them. 

I  have  feen  a  great  many  rats  in  the  village  Rowdil,  which  became  very  troublefbrae 
■  to  the  natives,  and  deftroyed  all  their  corn,  milk,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  They  could 
not  extirpate  thefe  vermin  for  fome  time  by  all  their  endeavours.  A  confiderable 
number  of  cats  was  employed  for  this  end,  but  were  ftill  worfted,  and  became  per- 
fsflly  faintj  becaufe  overpowered  by  the  rats,  who  were  twenty  to  one.  ■  At  length  one 
of  the  natives,  of  more  fagacity  than  his  neighbours,  found  an  expedient  to  renew  his 
cat's  ftrength  and  courage,  which  was  by  giving  it  warm  milk  after  every  encounter 
with  the  rats;  and  the  like  being  given  to  all  the  other  cats  after  every  battle,  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  they  left  not  one  rat  alive,  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of 
them  on  the  place. 

On  the  eaft  fide  the  village  Rowdil,  there  is  a  circle  of  ftone,  within  eight  yards  of 
the  fiiore  ;  it  is  about  three  fathom  under  water,  and  about  two  ftories  high  ;  it  is  in 
form  broader  above  than  below,  like  to  the  lower  ftory  of  a  kiln :  I  faw  it  perfedly  on 
one  fide,  but  the  feafon  being  then  windy,  hindered  me  from  a  full  view  of  it.  I'he 
natives  fay  that  there  is  fuch  another  circle  of  lefe  comp^ds  in  the  pool  Borodil,  on  the 
other  fide  the  bay. 
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The  fhoreon  the  weft  coad  of  this  ifland  afibrdsavariety  of  curious  fliells  and  walks; 
as  Tellina  and  Turb'met  of  various  'kinds  ;  thin  Patella^  ftreaked  blue,  various  coloured, 
Pefteneii  feme  blue,  and  forae  of  orange  colours.  ' 

The  Oi-fcpie  is  found  on  the  fand  in  great  quantities.     The  natives  pulverize  it,  and     ' 
take  a  dofe  of  it  in  boiled  milk,  which  is  found  by  experience  to  be  an  elTe6tual  remedy 
againft  the  diarrhea  and  dyfenteria.     They  rub  this  powder  Itkewife,  to  take  off  the 
film  on  the  eyes  of  fheep. 

There  is  variety  of  nuts,  called  Molluka  beans,  foine  of  which' are  ufed  as  amulets 
againft  witchcraft,  or  anevileye,  parncularly  ih^white  one  j  and, upon  this  account,  they' 
are  wore  about  children's  necks,  and  if  any  evil  eye  is  intended  to  them,  they  fay  the  ' 
nut  changes  into  a  black  colour.    That  they  did  change  colour,  I  found  true  by  my 
own  obfervation,  but  cannot  be  pofitive  as  to  the  caufe  of  it. 

Malcolm  Campbell,  fteward  of  Harries,  told  me,  that  fome  weeks  before  my  aiTival 
there,  all  bis  cows  gave  blood  inltead  of  milk  for  feveral  days  together :  one  of  the 
'  neighbours  told  his  wife  that  this  mull  be  witchcraft,  and  it  would  be  eafy  to  remove 
it,  if  ftie  would  but  take  the  white  nut,  called  the  Virgin  Mary's  nut,  and  lay  it  in  the 
pail  into  which  fhe  was  to  milk  the  cows.  This  advice  Ihe  prefently  followed,  and  Iiaving 
milked  one  cow  into  the  pail  with  the  nut  in  it,  the  milk  was  all  blood,  and  the  nut 
changed  its  colour  into  dark  brown  ;  (he  ufed  the  nut  again,  and  all  the  cows  gave  pure 
good  milk,  which  they  afcribe  to  the  virtue  of  the  nut.  This  very  nut  Mr.  Campbell 
,  prefented  me  with,  and  I  keep  it  ftill  by  me. 

Some  fmall  quantity  of  ambergreafe  hath  been  found  on  the  coad  of  the  ifland  Ber- 
nera.  I  was  told  that  aweaver  in  this  ifland  had  burnt  a  lump  of  it,  to  fhow  him  a 
li^t  for  the'  mofl:  part  of  the  night,  but  the  ilrong  fcent  of  it  made  his  head  ache.eii- 
ceedingly*  by  which  it  was  difcovered. 

An  ancient  woman,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  here  loft  her  hearing,  and  having  no 
phyfician  to  give  her  advice,  flie  would  needs  try  an  experiment  herfelf,  which  Was 
thus :  ftie  took  a  quill  with  which  fhe  ordinarily  fnufhed  her  tobacco,  and  filling  it 
with  the  powder  of  tobacco,  poured  it  into  her  ear ;  which  bad  the  defired  effeft,  for  ■ 
Ihe  could  hear  perie6lly  well  next  day.  Another  neighbour  about  the  fame  age,  having 
loft  her  hearing  fome  time  after,  recovered  it,  by  the  fame  experiment,  as  I  was  told  by 
the  natives. 

The  (beep  which  feed  here  on  fandy  ground,  become  blind  fometimes,  and  are  cured 
by  rubbing  chalk  in  their  eye^. ' 

A  fervant  of  Sir  Normond  Macleod's  living  in  the  ifland  of  Bemera,  had  a  mare 
that  brought  forth  a  foal  with  both  the  hinder  feet  cloven,  which  died  about  a  year  ~ 
after :  the  natives  concluded  that  it  was  a  bad  omen  to  the  owner,  and  his  death,  which 
followed  in  a  few  years  after,  confirmed  them  in  their  opinion. 

The  nau'ves  make  ufe  of  the  feeds  of  a  while  wild  carrot,  inftead  of  hops,  for  brew- 
'  ing  their  beer ;  and  they  fay  that  it  anfwers  the  end  fiiiHciently  well,  and  givi^is  the  driuk 
a  good  relifh  befides. 

John  Campbell,  forefter  of  Harries,  makes  ufe  of  this  Angular  remedy  for  a  cold  : 
he  walks  into  the  fea  up  to  the  middle  with  his  clothes  on,  and  immediately  after 
goes  to  bed  in  his  wet  clothes,  and  then  laying  the  bed-cloihes  over  him,  procures  a 
fweat,  which  removes  the  diftemper  ;  and  this,  he  told  me,  is  his  only  remedy  for  all 
manner  of  colds.  One  of  the  faid  John  Campbell's  fervants  having  his  cheek  fvvelled, 
and  there  being  no  phyfician  near,  he  afked  his  maftcr's  advice ;  he  knew  nothing  . 
proper  for  him,  but  however  bid  him  apply  a  plaifter  of  warm  barley-dough  to  the 
place  affeded.    This  affuaged  the  fwelling,  and  drew  out  of  tlie  flelli  a  little  worni, 
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about  half  an  inch  In  length,  and  about  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe-quill,  having  a  pointed 
head,  and  many  little  feet  on  each  fide :  this  worm  they  call  fillan,  and  it  hath  been 
found  in  the  head  and  neck  of  feveral  perfons  that  I  have  feen  in  the  ille  of  Skie. 

Allium  Latifolium,  a  kind  of  wild  garlic,  is  much  ufed  by  fome  of  the  natives,  as  a 
remedy  againll  the  (lone :  they  boil  it  in  water,  and  drink  the  infuHon,  and  it  expels 
fand  powerfully  with  great  eafe. 

Tbe  natives  told  me,  that  the  rock  on  the  eafl:  fide  of  Harries,  in  the  found  of  illand 
Glafs,  hath  a  vacuity  near  the  front,  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  found ;  in  which 
they  fay  there  is  a  Hone  that  they  call  the  Lunar-ftone,  which  advances  and  retires  ac* 
cording  to  the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  the  Moon. 

A  poor  man  bom  in  the  village  I^owdil,  commonly  called  St.  Clement's-blind,  loft 
his  fight  at  every  change  of  the  moon,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  his  bed  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  then  recovered  his  fight.  . 

The  inferior  iflands  belonging  to  Harries  are  as  follow  :  the  illand  Bemera  Is  five 
miles  in  circumference,  and  lies  about  two  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  Harries.  The  foil  is 
fandy  for  the  mod  part,  and  yields  a  great  produfl  of  barley  and  rye  in  a  plentiful  year, 
efpecialty  if  the  ground  be  enriched  by  fea-ware,  and  that  there  be  rain  enough  to 
btisfy  the  dry  foir.  I  had  the  opportumty  to  travel  this  ifland  feveral  times,  sad  upon 
a  ftrift  inquiry  I  found  the  produft  of  barley  to  be  fometimes  twenty-fold  and  upwards, 
and  at  that  time  all  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  produced  thirty  fold.  This  hath  been 
confirmed  to  me  by  the  natives,  particularly  by  Sir.  Normond  Macteod,  who  poffefles 
the  ifland ;  he  likewife  confirmed  to  me  the  account  given  by  all  the  natives  of  Harries 
and  South- Vift,  viz.  that  one  barley-grain  produces  in  fome  places  feven,  ten,  twelve, 
ftnd' fourteen  ears  of  barley ;  of  which  he  himfetf  being  diffident  for  fome  time,  was  at 
the  pains  to  fearch  nicely  the  root  of  one  grain  after  fome  weeks  growth,  and  found 
that  from  this  one  grain  many  ears  had  been  grown  up.  But  this  happens  not,  ezcqit 
when  the  feafon  is  veij  fiivourable,  or  in  grounds  that  have  not  been  cultivated  ibme 
years  before ;  which,  if  manured  with  fea-ware,  feldom  hW  to  produce  an  extraordinary 
crop.  It  is  obferved  In  this  ifland,  as  elfewhere,  that  when  the  ground  is  dug  up  with 
fpades,  and  the  turfe  turned  upfide  down,  and  covered  with  fea-ware,  it  yields  a  better 
produA  than  when  it  is' ploughed. 

There  is  a  frefli-water  lake  in  this  ifland,  called  Loch-Bniift,  in  which  there  are 
fmall  iflands  abounding  with  land  and  fea-fowl,  which  build  there  in  the  fummer. 
There  is  likwife  plenty  of  eels  in  this  lake,  which  are  eafiell  caught  in  September ; 
and  then  the  natives  carry  lights  with  them  in  the  night-time  to  the  rivulet  running 
from  the  lake,  in  which  the  eels  h\l  down  to  the  fea  in  heaps  together. 
'  This  ifland  in  the  fummer  is  covered  all  over  with  clover  and  daify,  except  in  the 
cora-fields.  There  is  to  be  feen  about  the  houfes  of  Bemera,  for  the  fpace  of  a  mile, 
a  foft  fubftance,  in  fliew  and  colour  exactly  refembling  the  fea-plant  called  flake,  and 
grows  very  thick  among  the  grafs.  The  natives  fay,  that  it  is  the  product  of  a  dry  hot 
.  foil ;  it  grows  likewife  in  the  tops  of  feveral  hills  in  the  ifland  of  Harries. 

It  is  proper  to  add  here  an  account  of  feveral  ftrange  irregularities  in  the  tides,  oa 
Bemera  coafl;,  by  Sir  Robert  Murray,  mentioned  in  the  Phil.  Tranfaftions. 

The  tides  increafe  and  decreafe  gradually,  according  to  the  moon's  age,  fo  as  about 
the  third  day  after  the  new  and  full  moon,  in  the  Weuera  Ifles  and  Continent  they  are 
commonly  at  the  higheft,  and  about  the  quarter  moons  at  the  loweft :  (the  former  called 
fpring-tides,  the  other  neap-tides.)  The  tides  from  the  quarter  to  the  higheft  fpring- 
tide  increafe  in  a  certain  proportion,  and  from  the  fpring-tide  to  the  quarter-tide  in  like 
proportion ;  and  the-ebbs  rife  and  ^11  always  after  the  htae  manner. 
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It  Is  fuppofed  that  the  mo-eafe  of  tides  is  made  ia  the  proportion  of  fines :  the  firft 
increafe  exceeds  the  loweft  in  a  fmall  proportion,  the  next  in  a  greater,  the  third  greater 
than  that,  and  fo  on  to  the  middlemod,  whereof  the  excefs  is  greatefl ;  diminifliing 
again  fixtm  that  to  the  highed  fpring-tide,  fo  as  the  proportions  before  and  after  the- 
middle  do  anfwer  one  another.  And  llkewife  from  the  higheCl  fpring  tide  to  the' 
loweft  neap-tide,  the  decreafes  feem  to  keep  the  tike  proportions ;  and  this  commonly 
falls  out  when  no  mnd  or  other  accident  caufes  an  alteration.  At  the  beginning  of 
each  flood  on  the  coaft,  the  tide  moves  fafter,  but  in  a  fmall  degree,  increafing  its  fwift- 
nefs  till  towards  the  middle  of  the  flood  ;  and  then  decreafing  in  fwiftnefs  again  fxoxtk 
the  middle  to  the  top  of  Ihe  high- water  ;  it  is  Aippofed  that  the  ine^ual  fpaces  of  time, 
the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  fwiftnefs,  and  confequently  the  degrees  of  the  xifin^  and 
fallings  of  the  fame  unequal  fpaces  of  time,  are  performed  according  to  the  proportioa 
of  fines.  The  proportion  cannot  hold  precifely  and  exadly  in  regard  of  the  inequali- 
ties that  fall  out  in  the  periods  of  the  tides,  which  are  believed  to  follow  certain  pc^dons 
of  the  moon  in  regard  to  the  equinox,  which  are  known  not  to  keep  a  predfe  conftant 
courie ;  To  that  there  not  being  equal  portions  of  time  between  one  new  moon  and  an- 
other, the  moon's  return  to  the  fame  meridian  cannot  be  always  peiformed  in  the  htae 

,  time.  And  the  tides  from  the  new  moon  being  not  always  the  fame  in  nmnber,  or 
fometimes  but  fifty-feven,  fometimes  fifty-eight,  fomctimes  fifty-ntne,  (without  any 
certain  order  or  fuccd&on)  is  another  evidence  of  the  difficulty  c^  reducii^tlus  to  any 
great  exadnefs. 

At  the  eaft  end  <^  diis  ifle  there  is  a  llrange  redprocation-of  the  Sax  and  reffuz~of 
the  fea.    There  is  another  no  left  remarkable  upon  the  weft  fide  of  the  Long  Ifland  i 

,  the  tides  which  come  from  the  fouth-weft  run  along  the  coaft  northward ;  fo  that 
daring  the  ordinary  cooife  of  the  tides,  the  flood  runs  eaft  in  the  Frith  where  Bemeray  ' 
lies,  and  the  ebb  wefl ;  and  thus  the  fea  ebbs  and  flows  orderiy,  fbnae  foitf  days  bef(»« 
the  full  and  change,  and  as  long  after  ;  (the  ordinary  fpring-tides  rifing  fome  fourteea 
or  fifteen  foot  upright,  and  all  the  reft  propoitionably,  as  in  otbei:  places,)  but  after- 
wards, for  four  days  before  the  quarter  moons,  and  as  long  after,'  there  is  conftantly  Sr 
great  and  fmgular  variation.  For  then  (a  foutherly  moon  making  there  the  full  fea) 
the  courfe  of  the  tide  bdng  eaftward^  when  it  begins  to  flow,  which  is  about- nine  and 
a  half  of  the  clock,  it  not  only  continues  lb  about  three  and  a  half  in  the  afternoon,.. 
that  it  be  high-water  \  but  after  it  begins  to  ebb,  the  current  runs  on  ftilt  esdlward 
during  the  whole  ebb ;  fo  that  it  runs  eaftward  twelve  hours  together,  that  ia,  all  day 

.  long,  from  about  nine  and  a  half  in  the  morning  till  about  nine  and  a  half  at  night.  But 
then  when  the  night-tide  begins  to  flow,  tbe  current  turns,  and  runs  weftward  all  ntght, 
during  both  flood  aild  ebb,  for  fome  twelve  hours  more,  as  it  did  eaftward  the  day 
before.  .And  thus  the  reciprocations  continue,  one  flood  and  ebb  running  twelve  hours 

■  eaftward,  and  .another  twelve  hours  weftward,  till  four  days  before  the  full  and  new 
moon ;  and  then  they  refume  their  ordinary  regular  courfe  as  before,  running  eaft  during 
the  fix  hours  of  flood,  and  weft  during  the  fix  of  ebb. 

There  is  another,  extraordinary  irregularity  in  the  tides,  which  never  feils :  that 
whereas  between  the  vernal  and  autumnal  equinox,  thxt^isj  for  fix  months  together,  the 
courfe  of  irregular  tides  about  the  quarter  moons,  is  to  .ran  all  day,  iz  hours,  as  from 
about  nine  and  ahalf  tonineandahalforten,exadlyc^ward  j  all  night,  that  is,  twelve 
hours  more,  weftward  \  during  the  other  fix  months,  ftom  the  autumnal  to  the  vem^ 
equinox,  the  current  runs  all  day  weftward,  and  all  night  eaftward.  I  have  obferved 
the  tides  as  above,  for  tbe  fpace  of  fome  days  both  in  April,  May,  July,  and  AuguiU 
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The  natirea  have  frequent  opportunities  to  fee  this  both  day  and  night,  and  they  ill 
agree  (hat  the  tides  rtin  as  mentioned  above. 

There  is  a  couple  of  ravens  in  this  illand,  which  beat  away  all  ravcQous  fowls,  and 
when  their  young  are  able  to  fly  abroad,  they  beat  them  alfo  out  of  the  ifiand,  but  riot 
\rilhout  many  blows,  and  a  great  noife. 

There  are  two  chapels  in  this'ifle;  to  wit,  St.  Afaph's  and  St.  Columbus's  chapel.' 
Thwe  is  a  ftone  erefled  near  the  former,  which  is  eight  feet  high,  and  two  feet  thick. 

About  half  a  league  from  Bemera,  to  the  weftward,  lies  the  ifland  Pabbay,  three  miles 
in  circumference,  and  having  a  mountain  in  the  middle.  The  foil  is  fandy,  and  fruitful 
in  com  and  grafs,  ■  and  the  natives  have  lately  difcovered  here  a  white  marble.  The 
weft  end  of.thia  ifland,  which  looks  to  St.  Kilda,  is  called  the  Wooden  Harbour,  becaufe 
■the  fands  at  low-water  difcover  feveral  trees  that  have  formerly  grown  there.  Sir  Nor- 
mond  Macteod  told  me,  that  he  had  feen  a  tree  cut  there,  which  was  afterwards  made 
into  a  harrow.  . 

There  are  two  chapels  in  this  ifland,  one  of  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
the  other  to  St.  Muluaf;. 

The  fteward  of  Kilda,  who  lives  in  Pabbay,  is  accuftomed  in  time  oFa  ftorm  to  dea 
bundle  of  puddings,  made  of  the  fat  of  fea-fowl,  to  the  end  of  his  cable,  and  lets  it 
fall  into  the  fea  behind  the  rudder ;  this,  he  lays,  hinders  the  waves  from  breaking, 
and  calms  the  fea ;  but  the  fcent  of  the  greafe  attraAs  the  whales,  which  put  the  veflel 
in  danger. 

About  half  a  league  to  the  north  of  Pabbay,  lies  the  "ifle  SeHay,  a  mile  in  cirtomfe. 
rence,  that  yields  extraordinary  pallurago  for  flieep,  fo  that  they  become  fat  very  foon} 
they  have  the  biggeft  horns  that  ever  I  faw  on  (heep. 
'     About  a  league  fartha:  to  the  north,  lies  the  ifle  Taranfay,  very  fruitful  in  com  and 
grafs,  and  yields  rouih  yellow  talk.  '  It  is  three  miles  in  circumference,  and  has  two  . 
chapels,  one  dedicated  to  St.  Tarran,  the  other  to  St.  Keith. 

There  is  an  ahtient  tradition  among  the  nadves  here,  that  a  man  muft  not  be  buried 
ih  St.  Tarran's,  nor  a  woman  in  St.  Keith's,  becaufe  otherwife  the  corpfe  would  be  found 
above-ground  the  day  after  it  is  interred.  I  told  them  this  was  a  moft  ridiculous  fancy, 
which  they  might  foon  perceive  by  experience,  if  they  would  but  put  it  to  a  trial. 
Roderick  Campbell,  who  refides  there,  being  of  my  opinion,  refijlved  to  embrace  the' 
firft  op()ortunity  that  offered,  in  order  to  undeceive  the  credulous  vulgar  ;  and  accord- 
ingly a  poor  man  in  this  ifland,  who  died  a  year  after,  was  buried  in  St.  Tarran's  cha- 
'  pel,  contrary  to  the  ancient  cuftom  and  tradition  of  this  place,  but  his  corpfe  is  ftill  in 
the  grave,  from  whence  it  is  not  like  to  rife  until  the  general  refurredion.  This  in- 
ftance  has  delivered  the  credulous  natives  from  this  unreafonable  fancy. "  This  illand 
is  a  mile  diftant  from  the  main  land  gf  Harries,  and  when  the  inhabitants  go  from  this 
ifland  to  Harries,  with  a  defign  to  flay  for  any  time,  they  agree  with  thofe  that  carry 
them  over,  on  a  particular  motion  of  walking  upon  a  certain  piece  of  ground,  unknown 
to  every  body  but  themfelves,  as  a  fignal  to  bring  them  back. 

Three  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  this  ifland  lies  Galker,  about  half  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference ;  it  excels  any  other  plot  of  its.extent  for  fruitt'ulnefs  in  grafs  and  produft  of 
.:miik  ;   it  maintains  eight  or  tencows.     The  natives  kill.fealshere,  which  are  very  big. 

About  two  leagues  farther  oorth  lies  the  ifland  Scarp,  two  miles  in  drcumference, 
and  is  a  high  land  covered  with  heath  and  grafs. 

Between  Bemera  and  the  main  land  of  Harries  lies  the  ifland  Enfay,  which  is  above 
■two  miles  in  circumference,  and  for  the  inoQ  pan  arable  ground,  which  is  iruitful  in. 
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com  and  grafs;  there  is  an  old  chapel  here  for  the  ufe  of-  the  natives;  and  Acre  was 
lately  difcovered  a  grave  in  the  weft  end  c^  the  i/Tand,  in  which  waa  found  a  pair  of 
fcales  made  of  brafs,  and  a  little  hammer,  both  which  were  finely  poliflied. 

Between  Enfay  and  the  main  land  of  Harries,  lie  ieveral  fmali  iflands,  fitter  for  pafo 
turage  than  cultivation, 

1  he  little  illand  Quedam  hath  a  van  of  adamant  ftone,  in  the  front  of  the  rock. 
The  natives  fay  that  mice  do  not  live  in  this  iiland,  and  when  they  chance  t6  be  carried 
thither  among  com  (hey  die  quickly  after.  "Without  thefe  fmall  iflands,  there  is  a  trad  ■ 
of  fmatl  ifles  in  the  feme  line  with  the  ead  ftde  of  the  Harries  and  North- ViH  ;  they 
are  in  all  refpeSs  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  two  iflands,  fo  that  the  fight  of  them 
is  apt  to  difpofe  one  to  think  that  they  have  been  once  united  together. 

The  mod  fouiherly  of  thefe  iflands,  and  the  neareft  to  North- Vift  is  Hermetra,  two 
miles  in  circumference:  it  is  a  moorilli  foil,  covered  all  over  almofl  wlih  heath,  except 
here  and  there  a  few  piles  of  grafs,  and  the  plant  milk-wort ;  yet,  not  with  Handing  this 
difadvanrage,  it  is  certainly  the  befl  fpot  of  its  extent  for  pallurage,  among  thefe  ifles,- 
and  affords  great  pleAty  of  milk  in  January  and  February  beyond  what  can  be  feen  in 
the  other  iflands. 

I  faw  here  the  foundation  of  a  houfe  built  by  the  Englifli,  in  .Charles  the  Firfl's 
time,  for  one  of  their  magazines  to  lay  up  the  calk*  fait,  &c.  for  carrying  on  the  6fliery,. 
which  was  then  begun  in  the  Weftem  Iflands ;  but  this  defign  mifcarried  becaufe  of 
the  civil  wars  which  then  broke  out. 

The  channel  between  Harries  and  North-Yift,  is  above  three  leagues  in  breadth,  and 
abounds  with  rocks,  as  well  under  as  above  water ;  though  at  the  fame  time  veflels  of 
three  hundred  tons  have  gone  through  it,'  from  eall  to  wefl,  having  the  advantage  of 
one  of  the  natives  for  a  puot.  Some  fixteen  years  ago,  one  Captain  Froft  was  fafely 
conduced  in  this  manner.  The  Harries  belongs  in  property  to  the  Laird  of  Maclaod  f 
he  and  all  the  inhabitants  are  Proteflanis,  and  obferve  the  fefUvals  of  Chriflmas,  Good^ 
Friday,  and  St.  Michael's  day ;  upon  the  latter,  they  rendezvous  on  horfeback,  and 
make  their  cavalcade  on  the  fands  at  low  water. 

The  ifland  of  North- Vifl:  lies  about  three  leagues  to-the  fouth  of  the  lOand  of  Haiv    ' 
ties,  being  in  form  of  a  femicircle,  the  diameter  of  which  looks  to  the  eaft,  and  is  moun- 
tainous and  full  of  heath,  and  filter  for  paflurage  than  cultivation.     The  welt  fide  is  of 
a  quite  different  foil,  arable  and  plain  ;  the  whole  is  in  length  from  fouth  to  north  nine- 
miles,  and  about  thirty  in  circumference. 

There  are  four  mountains  in  the  middle,  two  lie  within  lefs  than  a.  mile  of  each 
other,  and  are  called  South  and  North-Lee.  All  the  hills  and  heath  afford  good  paf- 
turage,  though  it  confifts  as  much  of  heath  as  grafs.  The  arable  ground  hath  a  mixture- 
of  clay  in  fome  places,  and  it  is  covered  all  over  in  fummer  time  and  harveit  with  clover, 
daify,  and  variety  of  other  pjants,  pleafant  to  the  fight,  and  of  a  very  fragrant  fmell ; 
and  abounds  with  black  cattle  and  flieep.  The  foil  is  very  grateful  to  the  hufband*  ' 
man,  yielding  a  produce  of  barley,  fropi  ten  to  thirtyfold  in  a  plentiful  year ;  provided 
the  ground 'b«  manured  with  fea-ware,  and  that  it  have  rain  proportionable  to  the  foil. 
I  have,  upon  feveral  occafions,  enquired  concerning  the  produce  of  barley  in  this  and 
the  neighbouring  iflands;  the  fame  being  much  doubted  in  the  fouth  ot  Scotland,  as 
well  as  in  England  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  1  have  been  affurcd  by  the  molt  ancient  and 
Indudrious  of  the  nadves",  that  the  increafe  is  the  fame  as  mentioned  tiefore  in  Harries. 

They  told  me,  likewife,  that  a  plot  of  ground  which  hath  lain  unmanured  for  fome 
years,  would,  in-a  very  plentiful  feafpn  produce  fourteen  .ears  of  barley  from  one  grain-; 
feverat  ridges  were  th«a  Ihewed  me  of  this  extraordinary  growth  in  different  places. 
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The  gi^  Ibvn  here  U  bailey,  oa»,  rye ;  and  k  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  foil  would 
alfo  produce  wheat.  The  way  of  tillage  here  is  commonly  by  ploughing,  and  fome  by 
digging.  The  ordinary  plough  is  drawn  by  four  horfes,  and  they  luve  a  little  plough 
<a]led  riftle,  /.  f.  a  tfaing  that  cleaves,  the  coulter  of  which  is  in  form  of  a  fickle ;  and 
it  is  drawn  fometimes  by  one,  .and  foraetimes  by  two  horfes,  according  as  the  ground  is. 
The  deJlgn  of  this  litde  plough  is  to  draw  a  deep  Hne  in  the  ground,  to  make  it  more 
«afy  for  the  big  plough  to  follow,  which  otherwife  would  be  much  retarded  by  the  ftrong 
roots  bent  lying  deep  in  the  ground,  that  are  cut  by  the  little  plough.  When  they  dig 
with  fpades,  it  produced!  more  increafe ;  the  little  plough  is  Ukewife  ufed  to  ^cilitate 
digging  as  well  as  ploughing.  They  continue  to  manure  the  ground  until  the  tenth  of 
June,  if  they  have  plenty  of  braggir,  j.  e.  the  broad  leaves  growing  on  the  top  of  the 
atga-marina. 

About  a.  league  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  of  the  iOand  Hermetta  in  Harries,  lies  Loch* 
Maddy,  fo  called  from  the  three  rocks  without  the  entry  on  the  fouth  fide.  They  are 
called  Maddies,  from  the  great  quantity  of  big  mufdes,  called  Maddies,  that  grows 
upon  them.  This  harbour  is  capacious  enough  for  fome  hundreds  of  velfels  of  any 
burden  :  it  hath  feveral  ifles  within  it,  and  they  contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  har- 
bour, for  a  veffel  may  fafely  come  clofe  to  the  quay.'  The  leamen  divide  the  harbour 
in  two  parts,  calling  the  fouth-fide  Loch.Maddy,  and  the  north  fide  Loch-Partan.  Thero 
is  one  ifland  in  the  fouth  loch,  which  for  its  commodioufnefs  b,  by  the  EjigliQi,  called 
Nonfuch.  This  lochliath  been  &mous  for  the  great  quantity  of  herrings  yearly  taken 
in  it  within  thefe  fifty  years  lafl  paft.  The  natives  told  me,  that  in  the  memory  of 
fome  yet  alive,  there  had  been  four  hundred  fail  loaded  in  it  with  herrings  at  one  fea- 
fbn ;  but  it  is  not  now  frequented  for  fifiiing,  though  the  herrings  do  ftill  abound  in  it  j 
and  on  this  coaft  every  fummer  and  harveft,  the  natives  fit  aAgling  on  the  rocks,  and 
Bs  they  pull  up  their  hooks,  do  many  times  bring  up  herrings.  That  they. are  always 
on  the  coaft,  appears  from  the  birds,  wh^es,  and  other  fiflies,  that  are  their  forerun- 
ners every  where ;  and  yet  it  is  (Grange,  that  in  all  this  ifland  there  is  not  one  herring- 
net  to  be  had  :  but  if  the  natives  faw  any  encouragement,  they  could  foon  provide  them. 
Cod,  ling,  and  all  forts  of  fiOi  taken  in  thefe  iflands,  abound  in  and  about  this  lake. 

In  this  harbour  there  is  a  fmall  ifland  called  Vackfay,  in  which  there  is  flill  to  be 
feen  the  foundation  of  a  houfe,  built  by  the  Englifh,  for  a  magazine  to  keep  thc»r  cafk, 
fait,  &c.  for  carrying  on  a  great  5fhery  which  was  then  begun  there*  The  natives  told 
rne,  that  King  Charles  the  Firfl:  had  a  fhare  in  it.  This  lue^  with  the  convenience  of 
Its  filhings  ahd  iflands,  is  cenainly  capable  of  great  improvement ;  much  of  the  ground 
about  the  bay  is  capable  of  cultivation,  and  affords  a  great  deal  of  fuel,  as  turf,  peats, 
and  plenty  of  freffa  water.  It  alfo  affords  a  good  quantity  of  oyllers,  and  clam  fhelU 
fifh ;  the  former  grow  on  rocks,  and  are  fo  big  that  they  are  cut  in  four  pieces  before 
they  are  eat. 

About  half  a  mile  funher  fouth  is  Loch-Eport,  having  a  rock  without  the  mouth  of 
the  entry,  which  is  narrow :  the  lake  penetrates  fome  miles  towards  the  well,  and  is  a 
good  harbour,  having  feveral  fmall  ifles  within  it.  The  feals  are  very  numerous  here. 
&i  the  month  of  July  the  fpring-tides  carry  in  a  great  quantity  of  Iibdcrel,  and  at  the 
return  of  the  water  they  are  found  many  times  lying  on  the  rocks.  The  vulgar  na- 
tives make  ufe  of  the  ames  of  burnt  fea-ware,  which  preferves  them  for  fome  time  in- 
fteadoffalt. 

About  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Loch-Eport  lies  the  bay  called  the  Kyle  of  Rona  j 
having  the  Hland  of  that  name  (which  is  a  httle  hill)  within  the  bay ;  there  is  a  harbouf 
oo  each  fideof  it.    This  place  hathbeea  found  of  £^eat  conveinsiKe  for  the  ^Qung  of  cod 
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and  ling,  which  abound  on  this  coafl.  There  is  a  little  chapel  in  the  ifland  Roiia,  called 
the  Lowlanders'  chapel,  becaufe  feamen  who  die  in  time  of  5fhing  are  buried  in  that 
place. 

There  is  a  harbour  on  the  fouih  fide  the  idand  Borera ;  the  entry  feems  to  be  nar- 
rower than  really  it  is  *.  the  ifland  and  the  oppofite  point  of  land  appear  like  two  little 
promontories  off  at  fea.  Some  veffels  have  been  forced  in  there  by  ftorm,  as  was  Capr 
tain  Peters,  a  Dutchman,  and  after  him  an  Englilh  fliip,  who  both  approved  of  this 
harbour.  The  former  built  a  cock-boat  there  on  a  Sunday,  at  which  the  natives  were 
much  offended :  the  latter  having  landed  in~the  ifland,  happened  to  come  into  a  houfe 
■where  he  found  only  ten  women,  and  they  were  employed  (as  he  fuppofed)  in  a  ftrange 
manner,  viz.  thrir  arms  and  legs  were  bare,  bang  five  on  a  fide ;  and  between  them 
!ay  a  board,  upon  which  they  had  laid  a  piece  of  cloth,  and  were  thickening  of  it  with 
their  hands  and  feet,  and  finging  all  the  while.  The  Englilhman  prefently  concluded 
it  to  be  a  little  bedlam,  which  he  did  not  expeft;  in  fo  remote  a  corner ;  and  this  he 
told  to  Mr.  John  Maclean,  who  pofTeGfes  the  ifland.  Mr.  Maclean  anfwered,  he  never 
faw  any  mad  people  in  thofe  iflands :  but  this  would  not  fatisiy  him,  till  they  both  went 
to  the  place  where  the  women  were  at  work ;  and  then  Mr.  Maclean  having  told  him 
that  it  was  thdr  common  way  of  thickening  cloth,  he  was  convinced,  though  furprifed 
at  the  manner  of  it. 

There  is  fuch  a  number  of  frefh-water  lakes  here  as  can  hardly  be  believed :  Imyfelf 
and  feveral  others  endeavoured  to  number  them,  but  in  vain,  tor  they  are  fodifpofed 
into  turnings,  that  it  is  impracticable.     They  are  generally  well  fhicked  with  trouts  and 
eels,  and  fome  of  them  with  falmon ;  and  which  is  yet  more  ftrange,  cod,  ling,  mackrel,  - 
&c.  are  taken  in  thefe  lakes,  iilio  which  they  are  brought  by  the  fprinff-tides. 

Thefe  lakes  have  many  fmall  iflands,  which  in  fummer  abound  with  variety  of  land 
and  fea-fowls,  that  build  and  hatch  there.  There  are  alfo  feveral  rivers  here  which 
aSbrd  falmon  :  one' fort  of  them  is  very  fingular,  that  is  called  marled  falmon,  or,  as 
the  natives  call  it,  ie^druimin,  bang  lefler  than  the  ordinary  falmon,  and  fiill  of  ftrong 
large  fcales;  no  bait  can  allure  it,  and  a  ftiadow  frights  it  away,  being  the  wildeft  of 
fifhes  :  it  leaps  high  above  the  water,  and  delights  to  be  on  the  furface  of  it. 

lliere  is  great  plenty  of  (hell-fifh  round  this  ifland,  more  particularly  cockles:  the 
illands  do  alfo  afford  many  fmall  fifh  called  eels,  of  a  whitifh  colour ;  they  are  picked 
out  of  the  fand  with  a  fmall  crooked  iron  made  on  purpofe.  There  is  plenty  of  lob- 
Hers  on  the  weft  Tide  of  this  ifland,  and  one  fort  bigger  than  the  reft,  having  the  toe 
Ihorter  and  broader. 

There  are  feveral  »)cient  forts  in  this  ifland,  built  upon  eminences,  or  in  the  middle 
of  fr^-water  lakes. 

Here  ire  likewife  feveral  cairns  or  heaps  of  ftones :  the  biggeft  I  obferved  was  on  a 
Tiill  near  to  Loch-Eport.  There  are  three  ftones  creded,  about  a  foot  high,  at  the  dit 
tance  of  a  quarter  of  a  nule  from  one  another,  on  eminences,  about  a  nuTe  from  Loch* 
Maddy,  to  amufe  invaders ;  for  which  reafon  they  are  fttll  called  falfe  fentinels. 

There  is  a  ftone  of  twenty-four  feet  long  and  four  in  breadth  in  the  hill  Criniveal : 
the  natives  fav,  a  giant  of  a  month  old  was  buried  under  it.  'Hiereisavery  confplcuous 
ftone  in  the  face  of  the  hiH  above  Sl  Peter's  village,  above  dght  feet  hl|;h. 

There  is  another  about  dght  feet  high  at  J)own-roflel,  whidi  the  natives  call  a  crofs. 
There  are  two  broad  ftones,  about  eight  feet  high,  on  the  bill  two  miles  to  the  fouth 
of  Valay. 

The*-e  is  another  at  the  ke)^,  oppofite  to  Kirkibaft,  twelve  feet  nigh :  the  natives  fay' 
!that  delinquents  were  tied  to  this  ftone  in  time  of  divine  fervice. 
VOL.  m.  40  There 
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.  'ITiere  is  a  ftone  in  form  of  a  crofs  in  the  row  oppofite  to  St.  Mary's  chnrch,  about 
five  feet  high:  the  natives  call  it  the  Water-crofs,  for  the  ancient  inhabitants  had  a 
cvftom  of  erefling  this  fort-of  crofs  to  procure  rain,  and  when  they  had  got  enough,  they 
laid  it  fl^t  on  the  ground  ;  but  this  cuftom  is  now  difufed.  The  inferior  ifiand  is  the 
ifland  of  Heifkir,  which  lies  near  three  leagues  WL-ftward  of  North- Vift,  is  three  miles  in 
circumference,  of  a  fandy  foil,  and  very  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs,  and  black  cattle. 
The  inhabitants  labour  uader  want  of  fuel  of  ^11  forts,  which  obliges  them  to  burn  cows' 
dung,  barley-ftraw,  and  dried  fea-ware  :  the  natives  told  nie,  that  bread  baked  by  the 
fuel  of  fea-ware  reliihes  better  than  that  done  otherwife.  They  are  accuifomed  to  fait 
their  cheefe  with  the  a(hes  of  barley-ftraw,  which  they  fuSer  not  to  lie  on  it  above  twelve 
hours  time,  becaufe  otherwife  it  would  fpoil  it.  There  was  a  ftone  cheft  lately  difco- 
vered  here,  having  an  earthen  pitcher  in  it  which  was  full  of  bones,  and  as  foon  as 
touched  they  turned  to  duft. 

There  are  two  fmall  iflands  feparated  by  narrow  channels  from  the  north-weft  of  this 
ifland,  and  are  of  the  fame  mould  with  the  big  ifl:md.  The  natives  fay,  that  there  is  a 
couple  of  ravens  thei^  which  fuffer  no  other  of  their  kind  to  approach  this  ifland,  and 
if  any  fliould  chance  to  come,  this  couple  immediately  drive  them  away,  with  fuch  a 
noife  as  is  heard  by  all  the  inhabitants:  they  are  obferved  likewife  to  beat  away  their 
young  as  foon  as  they  are  able  to  purchafe  for  themfelves.  The  natives  told  me,  that 
when  one  of  this  couple  happened  to  be  wounded  by  gun-ftiot,  it  lay  (till  in  the  corner 
of  a  rock  tor  a  week  or  two,  during  which  time  its  mate  brought  provifion  to  it  daily 
until  it  recovered  perfeftty.  The  natives  add  further,  that  one  of  ihefe  two  ravens  hav- 
ing died  fiame  time  after,  the  furviving  one  abandoned  the  ifland  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  wasfeen  to  return  with  about  ten  or  twelve  more  of  its  kind,  and  having  chofen  a 
mate  out  of  this  number,  all  the  reft  went  quite  off,  leaving  theie  two  in  poffeffion  of 
their  little  khigdom.  ITiey  do  by  a  certain  fagacity  difcover  to  the  inhabitants  any  car- 
cafe,  on  the  ftiore  or  in  the  fields,  whereof  I  ha»e  feen  feveral  inftances  :  the  inhabitants 
pretend  to  kno#  by  their  noife  whether  it  be  flefh  or  lifti.  I  told  them  this  was  fuch 
nicety  that  I  could  fcarcely  give  it  credit ;  but  they  anfwered  me,  thai  they  came  to  a 
knowledge  "of  it  by  obfervation,  and  that  they  make  their  loudeft  nc«fe  for  flefli.  There 
is  a  narrow  channel  between  the  ifland  of  Heiflter  and  one  of  the  leffer  iflands,  in  which 
the  natives  formerly  killed  many  feals,  in  this  manner :  they  twifted  together  feveral 
fmall  ropes  of  horfe-hair  in  form  of  a  net,  contracted  at  pne  end  like  a  purfe ;  and  [o 
by  opening  and  (hutting  <his  hair-net,  thefe  feals  were  catched  in  the  narrow  channel. 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  North- Vift  are  the  iflands  of  lileray,  which  are  acceflible  at  low 
^ter,  each  of  them  being  three  miles  in  compafs,  and  very  fertile  in  com  and  cattle. 

On  the  weftem  coaft  of  this  ifland  lies  the  rock  Eoufmil,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
circumference,  and  is  ftill  famous  for  the  yearly  fiffiing  of  feais  there,  in  the  end  of  Odo- 
ber.  This  rock  belongs  to  the  farmers  of  the  next  adjacent  lands :  there  is  one  who 
.  fumifheth  a  boat,  to  whom  there  is  a  particular  fliare  due  on  that  account,  befides  his 
proportion  as  tenant.  The  parifli  minifter  hath  his  choice  of  all  the  young  feals  and 
that  which  betakes  is  called  by  the  natives  Cullen-Mory,  thatis,  the  Virgin  Mary's' feal. 
The  fteward  of  the  ifland  hath  one  paid  to  him,  his  officer  hath  another,  and  this  by 
Virtue  of  their  offices.  Thefe  farmo^  man  their  boats  with  a  competent  number  fit  for 
the  bufinefs,  and  they  always -embark  with  a  contrary  wind,  for  their  fecurity  arainft 
bemg  driven  away  by  the  ocean,  and  likewife  to  prevent  them  from  being  difcovered 
by  the  feals,  who  are  apt  to  fmell  the  fcent  of  them,  and  prefently  run  to  fea. 

Whai  this  crew  is  quietly  landed  they  forromid  the  pafles,  and  then  the  fignal  for 
the.g^end  attack  is  given  iram  the  buat,  and  £a  they  beat  them  down  with  big  Haves, 
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T&e  feaTs  at-  this  oofet  make  towaTds  the  fea  with  all  fpeed,  and  often  force  their  paf- 
fage  over  the  necks  of  the  ftouteft  aflailants,  who  aim  always  at  the  forehead  of  the 
feals,  giving  many  blows  before  they  are  killed  i  and  if  they  are  not  hit  exactly  on  the 
front,  they  eontrafl  a  lumpen  their  forehead,  which  makes  them  look  very  tierce ; 
and  if  they  get  hold  of  the  ftaff  with  their  teeth,  they  carry  it  along  to  fea  with  th.em. 
Thofe  that  are  in  the  boat  flioot  at  them  as  they  run  to  fea,  but  few  are  catched  that 
way.  The  natives  told  me,  that  feveral  of  the  biggeft  feals  lofe  their  lives  by  endeavour- 
'  ing  to  fave  their  young  ones,  whom  they  tumble  before  them  towards  the  fea.  I  was  tsld 
alfo,  that  three  hundred  and  twenty  feals,  young  and  old,  have  been  killed  at  one  time 
in  this  place.  The  reafon  for  attacking  them  in  Oi^ober  is,  becaufe  in  the  beginning 
of  this  month  t~he  feals  bring  forth  their  young  on  the  ocean  iide ;  but  thefe  pn  the  flnlt 
fide,  who  are  of  the  lelTer  ftacure,  bring  forth  their  young  in  the  middle  of  June. 

The  feals  eat  no  fifh  tilt  they  iirft  take  oS  the  (kin :  they  hold  (he  head  of  the  GOi 
between  their  teeth,  and  pluck  the  (liin  off  each  fide  with  their  (harp  pointed  nails ; 
this  1  obferved  feveral  times.  The  natives  told  me  that  the  feals  are  regularly  coupled, 
and  refent  ah  encroachment  on  their  mates  at  an  extraordinary  rate..  The  natives  haye 
obferved,  that  when  a  male  had  invaded  a  female,  already  coupled  to  another,  the  in- 
jured male,  upon  its  return  to  its  mate,  would  by  a  ftrange  fagacity  find  it  out^  and 
refent  it  againft  the  aggrellbr  by  a  bloody  conflict,  which  gives  a  red  tin£ture  to  the  fea 
in  that  part  where  they  fight,  l^is  piece  of  revenge  has  been  often  obferved  by  feal- 
hunters,  and  many  others  of  unqueflionable  integrity,  whofe  occafions  obliged  them  to 
be  much  on  this  coafl.  I  was  alfured  by  good  hands,  that  the  feals  m^e  their  addrefTes 
to  each  other  by  kilfes :  this  hath  been  obferved  often  by  men  and  women,  as  filhing 
on  the  coafl  in  a  clear  day.  The  female  puts  away  its  young  from  fucking  as  fooa 
as  it  is'  able  to  provide  for  itfelf;  and  this  is  not  done  without  many  fevere  blows. 

There  is  a  hole  in  the  fkinof  the  female,  within  which  the  teats  are  fecured  from 
bdng  hurt,  as  it  creeps  along  the  rocksitnd  [tones  ;  for  which  caule  nature  bath  formed 
the  point  of  the  tongue  of  the  young  one  cloven,  without -which  it  qould  not  fuck. 

The  natives  fait  the  feals  with  the  afhes  of  burnt  fea-ware,  and  fay  they  are  good  food: 
the  vulgar  eat  them  commonly  in  the  fpring-time  with  a  long  pointed  (lick  inftead  of 
A  fork,  to  prevent  the  ftrong  fmell  which  their  hands  would  otherwife  have  for  feveral 
hours  after.  The  flefh  and  broth  of  freih  young  feals  is  by  expsrience  known  to  be 
pectoral ;  the  meat  is  aflringent,  and  ufed  as  an  effeflual  remedy  againfl  the  diarrhea 
-and  dyfenteria :  the  liver  of^  feal  being  dried  and  pulverized,  and  afterwards  a  litile 
of  it  drunk  with  mtik,  aquavits:,  or  red  wine,  is  alfo  good  agatnfl  fluxes. ,    . 

Some  of  the  natives  wear  a  girdle  of  the  feal-fkin  about  the  middle,  for  removing  the 
fciatica,  as  thofe  of  the  (hire  of  Aberdeen  wear  it  to  remove  the  chin-cough.  This 
ibur-footed  creature  is  reckoned  one  of  the  fwiftefl  in  thefea^  they  fay  Jikewife  that  it 
leaps  in  cold  weather  the  height  of  a  pike  above  water,  and  that  the  (kin  of  it  is  white 
in  fummer,  and  darker  in  winter ;  and  that  thetr  hair  ftands  on  end  with  the  flood,  and 
^Is-agaiaat  the  ebb.  The  (kin  is  by  the  natives  cut  in  long  pieces,  and  then  made  ufe 
•of  inftead  of  ropes  to  fix  the  plough  to  their  horfes  when  they  tilt  the  ground. 

The  feal,  though  edeemed  fit  only  for  the  vulgar,  is  alfo  eaten  by  pcrfons  of  diflinc- 
<ion,  though  ^under  a  diiifcrent  name,  to  wit,  /jam  ■•  this  I  have  been  affured  of  by 
good  hands,  and  thus  we  fee  that  the  generality  of  men  are  as  much  led  by  fancy  as 
;}udgment  in  their  palates,  as  well  as  in  other  things.  The  popi(h  vulgar,  in  the  iflands 
Southward  from  this,  eat  thefe  feals  in  Lent  inftead  of  fiih.  '^I'his  occafioned  a  debate 
between  a  proteftant  gentleman  and  a  pa[»(l:  of  my  acquaintance  :  the  former  alledged 
■that  tbe  other  h|id  tranfgrefied  the  rules  of  his  church,  by  eating  fiefh  in  Lent :  the 
4  o  ,a  latter 
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latter  anfwered,  that  he  did  not ;  for,  fays  he,  I  have  eat  a  fea-creaturp,  which  only  lives 
and  feeds  upon  fifh.  The  protedant  replied,  that  this  creature  is  amphibious,  lies, 
creeps,  eats,  fleeps,  and  fo  fpends  much  of  its  time  on  land,  which  no  fifh  can  do  and 
liv^.  It  hath  alfo  another  faculty  -that  no  fifli  has,  that  is,  it  breaks  wind  backward  fo 
loudly,  tha't  one  may  hear  it  at  a  great  diftance.  But  the  papid  Hill  maintained  that 
he  mud  believe  it  to  be  lifh,  till  fuch  time  as  the  pope  and  his  priefts  decide  the 
quefticn. 

About  three  leagues  and  a  half  to  the  weft  lie  the  fmall  illands  called  Hawlher- Rocks, 
and  Hawfker-Kggath,  and  Hawfker-Nimannich, /W^  Monks-Rock,  which  hath  an 
akar  in  it.  I'hc  firft  called  fo  from  the  ocean,  as  being  near  to  it ;  for  haw  or  fbau  in 
tne  ancient  language  fignifies  the  ocean  :  the  more  foutherly  rocks  are  fix  or  feven  Wg 
ones  nicked  or  indented,  for  eggath  fignifies  fo  much.  The  targeft  ifland,  which  is 
northward,  is  near  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  it  is  covered  with  long  grafs. 
Only  fmall  velTels  can  pafs  between  this  and  the  fouthem  rocks,  bang  neared  to 
St.  Kilda  of  all  the  weft  iflands ;  both  of  them  abound  with  fowls  as  mach  as  any  ifles 
of  their  extent  in  St-  Kilda.  The  coultemeb,  guillemot,  and  fcarts,  are  moft  numerous 
bere ;  the  feals  likewife  abound  very  much  in  and  about  thefe  rocks. 

The  ifland  of  Valay  lies  on  the  weft,  near  the  main  land  of  North  Vift  ;  it  k  about 
four  nules  in  circumference,  arable  and  a  dry  fandy  foil,  very  fruitful  in  corn  and  graft, 
clover,  and  daify.  It  hath  three  chapels ;  one  dedicated  to  St.  Ullon,  and  another  to 
the  Virgin  Mary.  There'are  two  crofles  of  (lone,  each  of  them  about  feven  feet  b^, 
smd  a  foot  and  a  half  broad. 

There  is  a  little  font  on  an  altar,  being  a  big  ftone,  round  like  a  cannon-ball,  and 
having  in  the  upper  end  a  little  vacuity  capable  of  holding  two  fpoonfuls  of  water.  Below 
the  chapels  there  is  a  flat  thin  ftone,  called  Brownies  ftone,  upon  which  the  ancient 
inhabitants  offered  a  cow's  milk  every  Sunday ;  but  this  cuftom  is  now  quite  abolifhed. 
Some  thirty  paces  on  this  fide  is  to  bie  feen  a  little  ftone  houfe  under  ground ;  it  is  very 
low  and  long,  having  an  entry  on  the  fea  fide :  I  faw  an  entry  in  the  middle  of  it,  which. 
was  difcovered  by  the  falFiog  of  the  ftones  and  earth. 

About  a  league  to  the  north-eaft  of  Valay  is  the  ifland  of  Borera,  about  four  miles 
in  circumference :  the  mould  in  fome  places  is  fandy,  and  in  others  black  eanh ;  it  b 
very  fruitful  in  cattle  and  grafs.  I  faw  a  mare  here  which  I  was  told  brought  forth  a 
foal  in  her  fiecond  year. 

There  is  a  cow  here  that  brought  forth  two  female  calves  at  once,  in  all  things  fo 
very  tike  one  another,  that  they  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  by  any  outward  mark ;  and 
had  fuch  a  fympathy  that  they  were  never  feparate,  except  in  time  of  fucking,  and  then 
they  kept  ftill  their  own  fide  of  thdr  dam,  which  was  not  obferted  until  a  diftinguifhing 
mark  was  put  about  one  of  their  necks  by  the  milk-maid.  In  the  middle  of  tins  ifland 
there  is  a  frefli-water  lake,  well  ftocked  mth  very  big  eels,  fome  of  them  as  long  as 
cod  or  ling  fifh.  There  is  a  paflage  tinder  the  ftony  ground,  which  is  between  the  lea 
and  the  lake,  through  which  it  is  fiippofed  the  eels  come  in  with  the  fpi^g-tides :  one 
of  the  inhabitants,  called  Mac-Vanich,  i.  e.  Monks-Son,  had  the  curiofi^  to  creep  naked 
through  thispaffage.' 

This  ifland  affords  the  largeft  and  bell  dulfe  foi  eating ;  it  requires  lefs  butter  than 
any  other  of  this  fort,  and  has  a  mellowifli  tatle. 

The  burial-place  near  the  houfes  is  called  the  monks-field,  for  all  the  monks  that 
died  in  the  iflands  that  lie  northward  from  Egg  were  buried  in  this  little  plot :  each 
grave  hath  a  ftone  at  both  ends,  fome  of  which  are  three,  and  others  four  feet  high. 
There  are  big  (tones  without  the  burial-place  even  with  the  ground ;  feveral  of  them 
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bare  little  Tacuities  in  them  as  if  made  by  art :  the  tradition  is,  th:  t  thefe  vacuities  were 
dag  for  receiving  the  monies'  knees  when  they  prayed  upon  them. 

The  ifland  of  Lingay  lie6  half  a  league  fouth  on  the  fide  of  Borera :  it  is  fingular  in 
refpe£l  of  the  lands  of  Vil!,  and  the  other  iflands  that  futround  it,  for  they  are  all  com-  ' 
pofed  of  fand,  and  this  on  the  contrary  is  altogether  mofs  covered  with  heath,  affording 
five  peats  in  depth  ;  and  is  very  ferviceable  and  ufeful^  furnilhing  the  ifland  Borera,  &c. 
wi.th  plenty  of  good  fuel.  I'his  tfland  was  held'as  conl'ecrated  for  feveral  ages,  info- 
much  thai  the  natives  would  not  then  prefume  to  cut  any  fuel  in  it.      ' 

The  cattle  produced  here  are  horfes,  cows,  Iheep.  and  hogs,  generally  of  a  low  Ma- 
ture. The  horfes  are  very  flrong,  and  6t  for  pads,  though  expofed  to  the  rigour  of 
the  weather  all  the  winter  and  fpring  in  the  open  fields.  Their  cows  are  alfb  in  the 
fields  all  the  fpring,  and  their  beef  is  fweet  and  tender  as  any  can  be  :.  they  live  upon 
fea-ware  in  the  winter  and  fpring,  and  ate  fattened  by.itf  nor  are  they  flaughlered  betbre 
.  they  eat  plentifully  .of  it  io  December.  The  natives  are  accuftomed  to  fait  their  beof 
in  a  cow's  hide,  which  keeps  it  clofe  from  air,  and  preferves  it  as  well,  if  not  better, 
than  bturels,  and  taltes  they  fay  heft  when  this- way  ufed.  This  beef  is  tranfported  to 
Gla%ow,  a  city  in  the  well  of  Scotland,  and  from  thence  (being  put  in  barrels  there)' 
exported  to  the  Indies  in  good  condition.  .  The  hills  afford  fome  hundreds  of  deer,.who- 
cat  fea-ware  alfo  in  winter  and  fpring-time. 

'  The  amphibia  produced  hete  are  feals  and  oners,  '^Chere  is'  no  fox  or  venomous 
creature  in  chiariiand.  The  great  eagles  here  fallen  thwr  talons  in  the  back  of  fifh,  and 
commonly  of  lalmon,  wtuch  is  often  above  water  and  on  the  furface.  The  natives,, 
who  in  the  fuminer-tiine  live  on  the  coaA,  do  fometimes  rob  the' eagle  of  itp  prey  after 
ks  landing. 

Here  are  banJu,  eagfes,  pfaeafantff,  moor.fewrs,  tarmogan»  plover,  {»geons,  crows, 
fvans  and  all  the  ordinary  fea-fowls  in  the  weft  iflands.  The  eagles  are  very  deflruc- 
tive  to  the  fawns  and  lambs,  efpedally  the  black  eagle,  which  is  of  a  lefler  fise  than  the- 
other.  The  natives  obferve,  that  it  fixe&its  talons  between  the  deers-'  horns,  and  beats 
its  wmgs  conflantly  about  its  eyes,  which  .puts  the  deer  to  run  continually  till  it  £ill' 
ioto  a  ditch,  or  over  a  prectpice,  where  it  dies,  and  f»  becomes  a^  prey  to  this  cunning 
hunter.  There  are  at  the  fome  time  feveral  other  eagles  of  this  kind,  which  By  on  both, 
fides  of  the  deer,,  which  fright  it  eztremel)t,  and  contribute  much  to- its  more  fudden. 
deftruAion. 

Tbeforefter  and  fi^eral  of  the  natives  aflured  me,  that  they  had  feen  both  forts  of 
eagles  kill  deer  in  this  manner.  The  fwans  come  hither  in  great  numbers  in  the  month' 
of  October,  with  north-eall  winds,  and  live  m  the  freOi  lakes,  where  they  feed  upon, 
trout  iand  water- plants  tiU  March,  at  which  time  they  fly.  away  ag^in  with  a  fouth-eaft 
wind.  When  the  natives  kill  a  fwan,  it  is  common  for  the  eaters  of  it  to  make  a  nm- ' 
.  Ave  vow  (i.  e.  they  fweav  never  tOrdo  fometbing  that  is  in  itfelf  impradicable)' befixe 
they  talle  of  the  fbwL 

Ihe  bird  com-craker  is  about  the  bignefs  o(a  pigeon,  having  a  longer  neck,  and- 
being  of  a  brown  colour,  but  blacker  inbarvedthan  infummer:  the  nativ«s-&y  it  lives 
by  the  water,  and  under  the  ice  in  winter  and  fpring.. 

The  colk  is  a.  fowl  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  goofe,  hath  feathers  of' divers  colours,  as- 
white,  grey,  green,,  and  black,  and  is  beautini]  to  the  eye :  it  hath  a  tuft  on  the  crown, 
of  its  head  like  that  of  a  peacock,  and  a  tr^tn  longer  than  that  of  a  houfe-cock.  TIus 
fowl  loftth  its  feaihess  ia  time  tif  luudun£,,and  hves  molUy  in.  the  remctdLiilands,  a» 
Hdflcee  and  Rona. 

..■.>■  The 
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Th^re  is  a  hon'e  m  the  village  called  Ard  n'n-boothin  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Marys ;  and 
the  hoyfe-cock  there  never  cro'vs  from  the  tenth  of  September  till  the  middle  of  March. 
This  was  told  me  tw  j  years  ago,  and  fince  confirmed  to  me  by  the  natirefi,  and  the  pre- 
fent  minifter  of  the  parifh. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  generally  well-proportioned,  of  an  ordinary  (lature 
and  a  good  complexion  ;  healthful,  and  fome  of  them  come  to  a  great  age :  feveral  of 
my  acquaintance  arrived  at  the  age  of  ninety,  and  upwards  ;  John  Mac-donald  of  Grini- 
inis.was  of  this  number,  and  died  lately  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age,  Donald  Roy, 
who  lived  in  the  ifle  of  Sand,  and  died  lately  in  the  hundredth  year  of  his  age,  was  able 
to  travel  and  manage  his  affairs  till  about  two  years  before  his  death.  They  are  a  very 
charitAle  and  hofpitable  people,  as  is  any  where  to  be  found.  There  was  never  an  inn 
here  till  of  late,  and  now  there  is  but  one,  which  is  not  at  all  frequented  for  eating,  but 
only  for  drinking  ;  for  the  natives  by  their  hofpitalily  render'  this  new-invented  houfe 
ni  a  manner  ufelefs.  The  great  produce  of  barley  draws  many  llrangers  to  this  illand, 
with  a  defign  to  procure  as  much  of  this  grain  as  they  can ;  which  they  get  of  the  in- 
habitants gratis,  only  for  alking,  as  they  do  horfes,  cows,  lheep»  wool,  &c.  I  was  told 
fome  months  before  my  arrival  there,  that  there  had  been  ten  men  in  that  place  at  one 
time  to  a(k  corn  gratis,  and  every  one  of  thefe  had  fome  one,  fome  two,  and  othen 
three  attendants  i  and  during  their  abbde  there,  they  were  all  entertained  gratis,  no  one 
returning  empty.*. 

This  is  a  great,  yet  voluntary  tax,  which  has  continued  for  many  ages;  buVthelale 

{general  fcarcity  has  given  them  an  Qccafion  to  alter  this  cuHom,  by  making  iOs  againft 
iberality,  except  to  poor  natives  and  obje&s  of  charity. 

The  natives  are  much  addi^ed  to  riding,  the  plainnefs  of  the  country  dlfpofmg  both 
men  and  horfes  to  it.  They  obferve  an  anniverfary  cavalcade  on  Mlctiaelmas  day,  and 
then  all  ranks  of  both  fexes  appear  on  horfe-back.  I'he  place  for  this  rendezvous  isa 
large  piece  of  firm  fandy  ground  on  the  fea-fliore,  and  there  they  have  h.>rfe-racing  for 
fmad  prizes,  for  which  they  cbntend  eagerly.  There  is  an  ancient  cullom,  by  which  it 
is  lawful  for  any  of  the  inhabitants  to  Ileal  his  neighbour's  horfe  the  night  before  the 
race,  and  ride  him  all  next  day,  provided  he  deliver  him  fafe  and  found  to  the  owner 
after  the  race.  The  manner  of  running  is  by  a  few  young  men,  who  ufe  neither  fad- 
dies  nor  bridles,  except  two  fmall  ropes  made  of  bent  inllead  of  a  bridle,  nor  any  fort 
of  fpurs,  but  their  bare  heels :  and  when  they  begin  the  race,  ihey  throw  thefc  ropes 
on  thdr  horles'  necks,  and  drive  them  on  vigoroufly  with  a  piece  of  long  fea-ware  in 
each  hand,  inftead  of  a  whip ;  and  this  is  dried  in  the  fun  feveral  months  before  for 
that  purpofe.  This  is  a  happy  opportunity  for  the  vulgar,  who  have  few  occaTionsfbr 
meeting,  except  on  Sundays  :  the  men  have  their  fweet-hearts  behind  them  on  horft- 
fcack,  and  give  and  receive  mutual  prefents ;  the  men  prefent  the  women  with  knifes 
and  purfes,  the  women  prefent  .the  men  with  a  pair  of  fine  garters  of  divers  colours, 
they  give  them  likewtfe  a  quantity  of  wild  carrots.  This  ifle  belongs  in  property  to  &r 
Donald  Mac-donald  of  Sleat :  be  and  all  the  inhabitasts  are  proteftantSi  one  only  ex* 
cepted;  they  obferve  Chirftmas,  Good-Friday,  and  St.  Michael's  Day. 

Tbf  Jfle  Ba^eaiSat  ttt  Dijfattce,  Lengthy  Bay,  Mold,  Grain,  Fijb^  Cattle^  Frtjb  Lakes, 

Forts,  a  Stone  Vault,  Nunnery,  Pr^rietor. 

THE  ifland  of  Benbecula  lies  dire&ly  to  the  fouth  of  North  Vid,  from  which  it  is 

two  miles  diftant ;  the  ground  bang  all  plain  and  fandy  between  them,  having  two  linle 

firers  or  channels  no  h^her  tbaa  one's  knee  at  a  tide  of  ebb :  this  paflage  is  oversowed 
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by  the  fea  every  'tide  of  flood,  nor  Js  it  navigable  except  by  boats.    There  are  feveral  ■ 
fmall  iflands  on  the  eaft-fide  of  this  channel.     This  ifland  is  three  miles  in  length  from 
fouth  to  north,  and  three  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  ten  miles  in  compafs.    The  eaft-fide  is 
covered  with  heath ;  it  hath  a  bay  called  Vilkway,  in  which  fmall  veffels  do  fomelimes 
harbour,  and  now  and  then  herrings  are  taken  in  it. 

The  mountain  Benbecula,  from  which  the  ifle  hath  its  name,  lies  in  the  middle  of  it : 
the  ealtem  part  of  this  ifland  is  all  arable,  but  the  foil  fandy,  the  mould  is  the  fame  with' 
that  of  North- Vift,  and  affords  the  fame  corn,  fifh,  cattle,  amphibia,  &c.  There  is  no 
venomous  creature  here,  h  hath  feveral  frdh-water  lakes  well  flocked  with  hlh  and 
fowl.  There  are  fome  ruins  of  old  forts  to  be  feen  in  the  fmall  iflands,  in  the  lakes, 
and  on  the- plain. 

There  are  alfo  fome  fmall  chapels  here,  one  of  ihem  at  Bael-nin-kiltach,  id  ejif  Nuns- 
Town,  for  there  were  nunneries  here  in  time  of  popery.  The  natives  have  lately  dif- 
covered  a  ftone  vault  on  the  eaft-fide  the  town,  in  which  there  are  abundance  of  fmall 
"  bones,  which  have  occafioned  many  uncertain  conjeflures ;  fome  faid  they  were  the  bones 
of  birds,  others  judged  them  rather  to  be  the  bones  of  pigmies.  The  proprietor  of  ihe 
towninquiring'Sir  Normand  Mackleod's  opinion  concerning  them,  he  told  him  that 
the  matter  was  plainas  he  fuppofed,  and  that  they  mull  be  the  bones  of  infants  born  by 
the  nuns  there.  This  was  very  difagreeable  to  the  Roman  catholickjnhabitants,  who 
laughed  it  over.  But  in  the  mean  time  the  natives  out  of  zeal  took  care  to  (hut  up  the 
vault,  that  no  accefs  can  be  had  to  it  fince ;  fo  that  it  would  feem  they  believe  what 
Sir  Normand  faid,  or  elfe  feared  that  it  might  gain  credit  by  fuch  as  afterward  had  oc- 
cafion  to  lee  them.  This  ifland  belongs  properlv  to  Ranal  Mac-donald  of  Benbecula,- 
who,  with  ail  the  inhabitaiils,  are  Roman  Catholicks;  and  I  remember  I  have  ieen  an  old 
lay  capuchin  here,  called  in  the  language  Brahir-bocht,  that  is,  poor  brother;  which* 
is  literally  true,  for  he  anfwers  this  charafler,  having  nothing  but  what  is  given  him  : 
he  holds  himfelf  fully  fatisfied  with  food  and  raiment,  and  lives  in  as  great  fimplidty  as , 
any  of  his  order;  his  diet  is  very  mean,  and  he  drinks  only  fair  water :  his  habit  is  no 
lefs  mortifying  than  that  of  his  brethren  elfewhere  ;  he  wears  a  (hort  coat,  which  comes  - 
no  further  than  his  middle,  with  narrow  Heeves  like  a  waiClcoat ;  he  wears  a  plad  above 
it  girt  about-the  middle,  which  reaches  to  his  knee  :  the  plad  is  fallened  on  his  bread  • 
with  a  wooden  pin,  his  neck  bare,  and  his  feet  often  fo  too :  he  wears  a  hat  for  orna-  , 
ment,  and  iheitring  about  it  is  a  bit  of  fifher's  line  made  of  herfe-hair.  This  plad  he 
wears  intlead  of  a  gown  worn  by  thofe  of  his  order  in  other  countries.  ■  1  told  him  he 
wanted  the  flaxen  girdle  that  r-ien  of  his  order  ufually  wear  :  he  anfwered  me,  that  he  i 
wore  a  leather  one,  which  was  the  fame  thing.  Upon  the  matter,  if  he  is  fpoke  to 
when  at  meat,  he  anfwers  again ;  which  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  his  order.  This 
poor  man  frequently  diverts  himfelf  with  angling  of  trouts;  he  lies  upon  ftraw,  and 
had  no  bell  (asdthtrs  have)  to  call  him  to  his  devotion,  but  only  his  confcience,  as  he 
told  me. 

The  fpeckledfalmons,  defcribed  in  North- Vift,  are  very  plentiful  on  the  weft  fide  of  i 
this  ifland. 

The  ifland  of  South-Vift  lies  direflly  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Benbecula,  being  in 
length  one  and  twenty  miles,  and  three  in  breadth,  and  in  fome  places  four.  .  The  eaft- 
fide  is  mountainous  on  the  coaft,  and  heathy  for  the  moll  part :  the  weft-fide  is  plain 
arable  ground,  the  foil  is  generally  fandv,  yielding  a  good  produce  of  bark-y,  oats,  and 
rye,  in  proportion  to  that  of  North-Vift,  and  has  the  fame  fort  of  c;)ttle.  Both  eaft 
and  well  fides  of  this  ifland  abound  in  frefh- water  bkes,  which  afford  trouts  and  eels, 
'    VOL.  III.  -        4  H  befides 
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befides  tariety  of  land  and  fea  fovls.  The  arable  land  is  much  damnified  hj  the  ov«r- 
Bowing  o£  thefe  takes  in. divers  places,  which  they  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  drain,. 
though  the  thing  be  pradicable.  Several  lakes  have  old  forts  built  upon  the  fmalt 
iflands  in  the  middle  of  then.  About  four  miles  on  the  fouth-^aft  end  c^  this  illand,  h 
Loch-Eynord  ;  it  reaches  feveral  miles  weftward,  having  a  narrow  entry,  which  makes 
a  violent  current,  and  witlrin  this- entry  there's  a  rock,  upon  which  there  was  (taveJ  to 
pieces  s  frigate  of  Cromwell's  which  he  fent  there  to  fubdue  the  nativee.  Ambergreafe 
hath  been  foond  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  weft  coaft  of  this  ifland,  and  they 
fold  it  at  Glafgow  at  a  very  low  rate,  not  knowing  the  value  of  it  at  firft  ;  but  when 
they  knew  it,  they  raifed  the  price  to  the  other  extreme.  Upon  a  thaw  after  a  long 
iroit  the  fouth-eaft  winds  call  many  dead  fifties  on  the  Ihore.  The  inhabitants  are 
generally  of  ttie  fitme  nature  and  complexion  with  thofe  of  the  next  adjacent  northern 
iftands ;  they  wear  the  fame  habit,  and  ufe  the  fame  diet.  One  of  the  natives  is  very 
Yimous  for  hia  great  age,  being,  as  it  is  faid,  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  old,  and  retains 
his  appetite  and  underftanding  ^  be  can  walk  abroad,  and  did  labour  with  his  hands  as 
ofualiy,  tilt  within  tiiefe  three  years,  and  for  any  thing  I  know  is  yet  living. 

There  are  feveral  big  kaimes  of  ftone  on  the  eaft-fide  this  ifland,  and  the  vulgar  re- 
tain the  ancient  cullom  of  malung  a  religious  tour  round  them  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days. 

There  is  a  valley  between  two  mountains  on  the  eaft-fide,  called  Gtenflyte,  which 
affords  good  pafturage.  The  natives  who  farni  it^  come  thither  with  their  C'ttle  in  the 
fwnmer-time,  and  are  poflefted  with  a  firm  belief  that  this  valley  is  haunted  by  fpirits, 
who  by  the  inhabitants  are  called  the  Great  Men  ;  and  that  whatfoever  mdn  or  woman  • 
enters  the  valley,  without  making  firft  an  entire  refignation  of  (hemfelves  to  the  conduA- 
of  the  great  men,  wilt  infallibly  grow  mad.  The  words  by  which  he  or  flie  gives  up 
bimfelfto  thefe  men's  conduS,  are  comprehended  in  three  leniences^  wherein  the  Glen  ; 
is  twice  named  ',  to  which  they  add,  thatjt  ia  inhabited  by  thefe  great  men,  and  that 
fuch  )s  enter  depend  on  their  proteflion.  I  told  the  natives^  that  this  was  a  piece  of' 
filly  credulity  as  ever  was  impofed  upon  the  moft  ignorant  ages,  and  ihit  their  imagi- 
arjf  proteflors  deferved  no  fuch  invocation.  They  anfwered,  that  therehad  happened 
a  Mte  inftance  of  a  woman  who  went  into  that  Glen  without  refigning  herfelf  to  the 
conduct  of  thefe  m«n,  and  immediately,  after  ihe  became  mad  ;  which  confirmed  them 
to  their  unreafonoble  fancy. 

The  people  refidirig  here  in  fiimpier,  fay  they  fometimes-Hear  a  loud  noife'in  the  air^ 
Kke  men  fpeaking.  I  inquired  if  their  priefl  had  preached  or  argued  againfl  this  fu- 
perOittoas  cuftom?  They  told , me,  he  knew  better  things,  and  would  not- be  guilty  of 
diffuading  men  from  doing  their  duty,  which  they  doubted  not  he  judged  this  to  be  j  ^ 
and  that  theyVefolved  toperfifl  in  the  belief  of  if,  until  they  found  better  motives  to  the. 
contrary,  than  have  been  (hewed  them  tiitherto.  The  proteflant  minifterhath  often 
endeavoured  to  undective  them,  but  in  vain,  becaufe  of  an  implicit  faith  they  have  in- 
theirprieft  :.and  wheathe  topicksof  perfuafion,  though  never  fo  urgent,  come  fi^m 
onfe  they  believe  to  be  a  heretictc,  there  is  little  hope  of  foccefs. 

The  ifland  Erifca,  about  amile  in  length,  and  three  in  circumference,  is  partly  heathy, 
and  partly  arable,  and  yields  a  good  produce.  The  inner-fide  hath  a  wide  anchorage, 
there  is  excellent  cod  and  ling  in  it ;  the  natives  begin  to  manage  it  better,  but  not  %a 
thiC  advantage  it  is  cap^ible  of.  TTle  fmall  ifland  near  it  was  overgrown  with  heath, 
and  about  three  years  ago  the  ground  threw  up  all  that  heath  from  the  v^ry  root,  fo 
thftttheieisnotnow  one  Quvto  of  it  in  all  this  ifland.  Such  as  have  occafion  to  travd 
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hy  land  betvre^  South-Vift  and  Benbecula,  or  BenbecuU  and  North-Ttft,  had  need  of  a 
.guide  to  direGt  them,  and  to  obferve  the  tide  when  low,  and  alfo  for  croffing  the  chan- 
nel at  the  right  fords,  elfe  they  cannot  pafs  without  danger. 

There  are  fomo  houfes  under-ground  in  this  ifland,  and  they  are  in  all  points  like 
thofe  defcribed  in  North-Vift ;  one  of  them  is  in  the  South  Ferry-Town,  oppofite  to 
Barray.  The  cattle  produced  here,  are  like  ihofe  of  North-ViCl,  and  there  are  above 
three  hundred  deer  in  this  ifland :  it  was  believed  generally,  that  no  venomous  creature 
was  here,  yet  of  late  fome  little  vipers  have  been  feen  in  the  foulh  end  of  the  ifland. 

The  natives  fpeak  the  Irifh  tongue  more  perfeftly  here,  than  in  moft  of  the  other 
jjlands ;  partly  becaufe  of  the  remotencfs,  and  the  fmall  number  of  thofe  that  Ipeak . 
iEngliOi,  and  partly  becaufe  fome  of  them  are  fcholars,  and  verfed  in  the  Irifli  language. 
They  wear  the  fame  habit  with  the  neighbouring  iflandehs. 

The  more  ancient  people  continue  to  wear  the  old  drelsj  efpecially  women :  they  are 
a  hofpitable  welUmeaniog  people,  but  the  misfortune  of  their  education  difpofes  tneta 
to  uncharitablenefs,  and  rigid  thoughts  of  their  proteftant  neighbours ;  though  at  the 
fame  time  they  find  it  convenient  to  make  alliances  with  them.  The  churches  here  are 
Su  Columba  and  St.  Mary's  in  Hogh-more,  the  moft  centrical  place  in  the  ifland ;  St. 
Jeremy's  chapeb,  St.  Peter's,  St.  Banoan,  St.  Michael,  St.  Donnan. 

There  is  a  flone  fet  up  near  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  Columbus's  church,  about  nght 
feet  high,  and  two  feet  broad :  it  is  called  by  the  nadves  the  Bowing-ftone ;  for  when  ~ 
the  inhabitants  had  the  firfl  fight  of  the  church,  they  fet  up  this  Hone,  and  there  bowed 
and  faid  the  Lord's  Prayer.    There  was  a  buckle^f  gold  found  in  Einort  ground  fome 
twenty  years  ago,  which  was  about  the  value  of  feven  guineas. 

As  I  cauie  from.  South- Vift,  I  perceived  about  fixty  horfemen  tiding  along  the  fandt, 
Ceding  thdr  courfe  for  the  eafl  fea ;  and  being  between  me  and  the  fun,  they  made  a 
great  figure  on  the  plain  fands :  we  difcovered  them  to  be  natives  of  South-Vifl,  for 
they  alighted  from  their  horfes,  and  went  to  gather  cockles  in  the  fan^  which  are  ex- 
ceeding plentiful.ihere.  This  ifland  is  the  property  of  Allan  Mac-donald  t^Moydart, 
head  of  the  tribe  of  Mac-donald,  called  Claaronalds ;  one  of  the  chief  families  defcend^ . 
ed  of  Mac-donald,  who  was  'Lord  and  King  of  the  ifiands.  He  and  all  the  inhabitants 
are  Papifls,  except  fixty,  who  are  Proteflants :  the  Papifts  obferve  all  the  feftivals  oftheit 
church,  [hey  have  a  general  cavalcade  oii  All-Saints  Day,  and  then  they  bake  St. 
Michael's  cake  at  night,  and  the  family  aiid  ilrangers  eat  it  atfupper. 
'  Fergus  Beston  hath  the  following  ancient  Irifh  manufcripts  in  the  Irifh  chara^er ;  to 
wit,  Aviceamt  Averroei,  Joannes  de  VigOt  Bernardut  Gordonusf  and  feveral  volumes  of 
HypBcrates. 

The  ifland  of  Barray  lies  about  two  leagues  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  weft  of  the  iOand 
South- Vift  ;  it  is  five  mdesin  length,  and  threein  breadth,  bong  in  all  refpe^like  the 
iilandsJying  direflly  north  from  it.  The  eaft  fide  is  rocky,  and  the  weft  arable  ground, 
and  yields  a  good  produce  of  the  fame  grain  that  both  Vi{ls  do :  they  ufe  Hkewife  the 
feme  way  "for  enriching  their  laad  with  fea-ware.  There  is  plenty  of  cod  and  ling  got  on 
the  eaft  and  fouth-fides  of  this  ifland :  feveral  fmall  ihips  &pm  Orkney  come  hither  in 
fummer,  and  afterward  return  loaden  with  cod  and  ling,    f 

There  is  a  fafe  harbour  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  Barray,  where  there  is  great  plenty 
offifh. 

The  rivers  on  the  eaft  fide  afford  falmons,  fome  of  which  are  fpeckled  like  thefe  men- 
tioned in  Korth-Vift,  but  they  are  more  fuccefsful  here  in  catching  them.    The  natives 
go  with  three  feveral  herring-nets,  and  lay  them  crofs-ways  in  the  river  where  the  faU 
moa  are  moft  numerous,  and  betwixt  them  and  the  fea.    Thefe  faliium  at  the  fight  or 
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ihadow  of  the  people  make  towards  the  fea,  and  feeling  the  net  from  the  furface  to  tEie 
ground,  jump  over  the  firft,  then  thfe  fecond,  but  being  weakened,  cannot  get  over  the 
third  net,  and  fo  are  catched.  They  delight  to  leap  above  water,  and  fwim  on  the  fur- 
.face:  one  of  the  natives  told  me,  that  he  killed  a  falmon  with  a  gun,  as  jumping  above 
'water. 

They  informed  me  alfo,  that  many  barrels  of  them  might  be  taken  in  the  river  above^ 
memiooed,  if  there  was  any  encouragement  for  curing  and  tranfponing  them.  There 
are  feveral  old  forts  to  be  fcen  here,  in  form  like  thofe  in  the  other  iflands.,  la  the 
fouth  end  of  this  ifland  there  ts  an  orchard,  which  produces  trees,  but  few  of  them  bear 
"fruit  in  regard  of  their- neamefs  to  the  fea.  All  forts  of  roots  and  plants  grow  plentifully 
a  it }  fome  years  ago  tobacco  did  grow  here,  being  of  all  plants  the  moft  grateful  to  the 
natives,  for  the  iflanders  love  it  mightily. 

The  little  ifland  Kirmul  lies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fomh  of  this  ille ;  it  is 
'  "the  feat  of  Mac-neil  of  Barray,  there  is  a  (lone  wall  round  it  two  ftories  high,  reaching 
'the  fea,  and  within  the  wall  there  is  an  old  tower  and  an  hall,  with  other  houfes  about 
'it.  There  is  a  little  magazine  in  the  tower,  to  which  no  ftranger  has  accefe. '  I  faw  the 
officer  called  the  Cockman,  and  an  old  cock  he  is :  when  I  bid  him  ferry  me  over  the 
water  to  the  ifland,  he  told  me  that  he  was  but  an  inferior  officer,  his  bufinefs  being  to 
attend  in  the  tower  j  but  if  (fays  he)  the  conftable,  who  then  ftood  on  the  wall,  will  give 
jou  accefs,  I'll  ferry  you  over.  I  defired  him  to  procure  me  the  conftable's  permiffiony 
and  I  would  reward  him  ;  but  having  waited  fome  hours  for  the  conllable's  anfwer,  and 
not  receiving  any,  I  was  obliged  to  return  without  feeing  this  famous  fort.  Macnid 
and  his  lady  being  abfent,  was  the  caufe  of  this  difficulty,  and  of  my  not  feeing  the  place. 
1  was  told  fome  weeks  after,  that  the  conftable  was  very  apprehenfive  of  fome  defign  I 
might  have  in  viewing  the  fort,  and  thereby  to  expofe  it  to  the  conqueft  of  a  foreign 
power;  of  which  I  fuppofed  there  was  no  great  caufe  of  fear.  The  natives  told  me 
there  is  a  well  in  the  village  Tangftill,'  the  water  of  which  being  boiled,  gravi  thick  like 
puddle.  There  is  another  well  not  far  from  Tangftill,  which  the  inhabitants  fay  in  a 
fertile;  year  throws  up  many  grains  of  barley  in  July  and  Augufl:.  And  they  fay  that 
the  well  of  Kilbar  throws  up  embrios  of  cockles,  but  I  could  not  difcem  any  in  the  n~ 
Tulet,  the  air  being  at  that  time  foggy.  The  church  in  this  ifland  is  called  Kilbarr,  i.  e.- 
St.  Barr's  church.  There  is  a  little  chapel  by  it,  in  which  Macneil,  and  thofe  defcended 
of  his  family,  are  ufually  interred.  The  natives  have  St.  Barr's  wooden  image  ftandiiig 
on  the  altar,  covered  with  linen  in  form  of  a  (hirt :  all  their  greateft  aflTeverations  are 
by  this  faint.  I  came  very  early  in  the  morning  with  an  intention  to  fee  this  image, 
but  was  difappointed }  for  the  natives  prevented  me,  by  carrying  it  away,  left  1  might 
take  occafton  to  ridicule  their  fuperftition,  as  fome  proteftants  have  done  formerly  : 
and  when  I  was  gone,  it  was  again  expofed  on  the  altar.  They  have  feveral  traditions 
concerning  this  great  faint.  There  is  a  chapel  Cabout  half  a  mile  on  the  fouth  tide  of 
the  hill  near  St.  ^rr's  church)  where  I  had  pccafton  to  get  an  account  of  a  tradition  con- 
cerning this  faint,  which  was  thus :  *'  the  inhabitants  having  begun  to  build  the  church, 
"  which  they  dedicated  to  him,  they  laid  this  wooden  image  within  it,  but  it  was  invifibly 
tranfported  (as  they  fay)  to  the  place  where  the  church  now  ftands,  and  found  there 
every  morning."  This  miraculous  conveyance  is  the  reafon  they  give  for  defifting  to 
work  where  they,  firft  began.  I  told  my  informer  that  this  extraordinary  motive  was 
fufficient  to  determine  the  cafe,  if  true,  but  afked  his  pardon  to  diflTent  from  him,  for  I 
had  not  faith  enough  to  believe  this  miracle ;  at  which  he  was  furprized,  telling  me  in 
the  mean  time  that  thistradition  hath  been  faithfully  Conveyed  by  thepriefts  and  natives 
fuccelfively  to  this  day.    The  fouthern  iljands  are,  i.  Muldoniw,  about  a  mile  in  dr- 
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cumference ;  it  is  high  in  the  middle,  covered  over  vrith  heath  and  grafs,  and  is  the  only 
foreft  here  for  maintaining  the  deer,  being  commonly  about  feventy  or  eighty  in  num- 
ber. 3.  The  illand  Sandreray  tics  fouiherty  of  Barray,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a 
narrow  channel,  and  is  three  miles  in  circumference,  having  a  mountain  in  the  middle ; 
it  is  deigned  for  pafturage  and  cultivation.  On  the  fouih  fide  there  is  an  harbour 
convenient  for  fmall  veffels,  that  come  yearly  here  to  fifti  for  cod  and  ling,  which 
abound  on  the  coafl:  of  this  ifland.  3.  The  illand  Sandreray,  two  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs,  and  feparated  by  a  narrow  channel  from  Vatterfay. 
4.  To  the  fouth  of  thefe  ties  the  ifland  Bemera,  about  two  miles  in  circumference  }  it 
excels  other  iflands  of  the  fame  extent  for  cultivation  and  6(hing.  The  natives  never 
go  a  (ifliing  while  Macneil  or  his  fteward  is  in  the  ifland,  leil  feeing  their  plenty  of  filh, 
perhaps  they  might  take  occafion  to  raife  their  rents.  There  ts  an  old  fort  in  this  ifland, 
having  a  vacuity  round  the  walls,  divided  in  little  apartments.  The  natives  endure  3 
■great  fatigue  in  manuring  their  ground  with  fea- ware,,  which  they  carry  in  ropes  upon 
their  backs  over  high  rocks.  They  iikewife  faften  a  cow  to  a  flake,  arid  fpread  a 
quantity  of  fandon  the  ground,  upoti  which  the  cow's  dung  falls,  and  this  (hey  mingle 
together,  and  lay  it  on  the  arable  land.  They  take  great  numbers  of  fea-fowls  from 
the  adjacent  rocks,  and  fait  them  with  the  afhes  of  burnt  fea-ware  in  cows'  hides,  which 
preferves  them  from  putrefa^ion. 

There  is  a  fort  of  flohe  in  this  ifland,  with  which  the  natives  frequently  rub  (heir 
breafts  by  way  of  prevention,  and  fay  it  is  a  good  prelervative  for  health.  This  is  all 
the  medicine  they  ufe  ;  providence  is  very  favourable  to  them,  in  granting  them  a  good 
flate  of  health,  flnce  they  have  no  phyfician  among  them. 

The  inhabitants  are  very  hofpitabte,  and  have  a  cuftom,  that  when  any  ftrangers  from 
the  northern  iflands  refort  thither,  the  natives,  immediately  after  their  landing,  oblige 
them  to  eat,  even  though  they  fhould  have  liberally  eat  and  drunk  but  an  hour  be^re  thar 
landing  there.  And  this  meal  they  call  Bieyta'v ;  i.  e.  Ocean  Meat ;  for  they  prefume 
that  the  fliarp  air  of  the  ocean,  which  indeed  furrounds  them,  mull  needs  give  them  a 
good  appetite.  Aud  whater  number  of  ftrangers  come  there,  or  of  whatfoever  quality 
or  fex,  they  are  regularly  lodged  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  that  is,  one  only  in  a 
family  ;  by  which  cufbom  a  man  cannot  lodge  with  his  own  wife,  while  in  this  ifland. 
Mr.  John  Campbell,  the  prefent  minifter  of  Harries,  told  me,  that  his  father  being  then 
parfon  of  Harries,  and  minifter  of  Barray  ffor  the  natives  at  that  time  were  Proteftants) 
carried  his  wife  along  with  him,  and  refided  in-  this  ifland  for  fome  tinie,  and  they  dif- 
pofed  of  him,  his  wiie  and  fervants  in  manner  above-mentioned :  and  fuppofe  Macneil  of 
Barray  and*  his  lady  fliould  go  thither,  he  would  be  obliged  to  comply  with  this  ancient 
cuftom. 

There  is  a  large  root  grows  among  the  rocks  of  this  ifland  lately  difcovered,  the  na- 
tives call  it  Curran-Petris,  of  a  whidfh  colour,  and  upwards  of  two  feet  in  length,  where 
the  ground  is  deep,  and  in  fhape  and  fize  like  a  large  carrot ;  where  the  ground  is  not  fo 
deep,  it  grows  much  thicker,  but  ftiorter :  the  top  of  it  is  like  that  of  a  carrot. 

The  rock  Linmull, about  halfamilein  circumference,  is  indiflferently  high,  and  almoft 
inaccetfible,  except  in  one  place,  and  that  is  by  climbing,  which  is  very  difficult.  This 
rock  abounds  with  fea-fowls  that  build  and  hatch  here  in  fummer ;  fuch  as  the  guille- 
mot,  couher-neb,  puffin,  &c.  The  chief  climber  is  commonly  called  gingich,  and  this 
name  imports  a  big  man  having  ftrength  and  courage  proportionable.  When  they  ap* 
proach  the  rock  with  the  boat,  Mr.  Gingich  jumps  out  firft  upon  a  ftone  on  the  rock* 
fide,  and  then  by  theafhlVance  of  a  rope  of  horfe-hair,  he  draws  his  fellows  out  of  the 
boat  upon  this  high  rock,  and  draws  the  reft  up  after  him  with  the  rope,  till  they  all 
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arrive  at  Ae  top«  where  thej  purchare  a  confiderabte  quantity  of  fowls  and  eirgs. 
'  Upon-  thf  ir  return  to  the  boat,  this  gi»gicb  runs  a  great  hazardt  by  jumpuiff  Brll  iniA 
ihe  boat  again,  where  the  violent  fea  coatinually  rages ;  having  but  a  fevr  fowls  more 
than  his  fellows*  befides  a  greater  efteem  to  conipenlate  his  courage.  When  a  te- 
nant's wife  in  this  or  the  adjacent  iflands  dies,  he  then  addrefies  himfelf  to  Macneil  of 
Barray,  reprefentiag  his  lols,  and  at  the  fame  time  delires  that  he  would  be  pleafed  ta 
recommend  a  wife  to  him,  without  which  he  cannot  manage  his  aSairs,  nor  beget  fed- 
lowers  to  Macneil,  which  would  prove  a  public  lols  to  him.  Upon  this  reprefentatioot 
Macneil  hods  out  a  fuitable  match  for  him  ;  and  the  woman's  name  being  told  him, 
immediately  he  goes  to  her,  carrying  with  him  a  bottle  of  ftrong  waters  for  their  eft- 
tertainment  at  marri;^,  which  is  then  confummated. 

When  a  tenant  dies,  the  widow  addfcfleth  herfetf  to  Macneil  in  the  fame  manner, 
who  likewife  provides  her  with  a  hufband,  and  they  are  married  without  any  further 
courtOiip.  There  is  in  this  ifland  an  altar  iledicated  to  St.  Chriflopher,  at  which  the 
natives  perform  their  devotion.  There  is  a  ilonc  fet  up  here,  about  feven  feet  t^ghf 
and  when  the  inhabitants  come  oear  it,  they  take  a  rcliitious  turn  round  it. 

If  a  tenant  chance  to  lofe  his  milk-cows  by  the  feverity  of  the  feafon*  or  any  other 
mtsfonune ;  in  tbb  cafe  Macneil  of  Barray  fupplies  him  with  the  like  number  that  he 
loft. 

When  any  of  ttiefe  tenants  are  fo  far  advanced  in  years  diat  -they  are  Incapable  ta 
till  the  ground,  Macndl  t  jkes  fuch  old  men  into  his  own  family,  and  maintains  them  aU 
their  Uves  after.  The  natives  obferre,  that  if  fix  fheep  are  put  a  grazing  in  tbe  little 
ifland  Pabbay,  five  of  them  (till  appear  fat,  but  the  fixth  a  poor  &Heton  \  but  any  nun^ 
ber  in  this  iQand  not  exceeding  6ve  are  always  very  fat.  There  is  alittleiQand  not  far 
A-om  thiii,  called  Micklay,  of  the  fame  extent  as  Pabbay,  aad  hath  the  fame  way  of  feed- 
ing Aeep.   ^befe  Ihtle  tQands  afford  excellent  hawks. 

The  iOes  above  mentioQed.tying  near  to  the  fouth  of  Barray,  are  commonly  called  the 
Bifhop's  Ifles,  becaufe  they  are  held  of  the  bifhop.  Some  ifles  lie  on  the  eaft  and  north 
of  Barray,  as  Fiaray,  Mellifay,  Buya  Major  and  Minor,  Lingay,  Fuda ;  they  afford  pa& 
turage,  and  are  commodious  for  fifhing  ;  and  the  latter  being  about  two  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, b  fertile  in  com  and  grals.  There  is  a  good  anchoring  place  next  to  the 
ifle  OB  the  north-eaft  fide. 

The  fteward  of  the  leflbr  and  fouthem  iflands  is  reckoned  a  great  man  here,  in  re> 
gard  of  the  perquifites  due  to  him  $  fuch  as  a  particular  fhare  of  all  the  lands,  corn, 
butter,  cheeie,  fifli,  &c.  which  thefe  iflands  produce :  the  meafure  of  barley  paid  him 
by  each  ^mily  yearly  is  an  omer,  as  they  call  it,  containing  about  two  pecks. 

There  is  an  inferior  officer,  who  alfo  hath  a  right  toa  fhare  of  all  the  fame  produ^. 
Next  to  thefe  come  in  courfe  thofe  of  the  loweft  polls,  fuch  as  the  cockman  and  porter, 
each  of  whom  hath  his  refpedive  due,  which  is  punfiually  paid. 

Macneil  of  Barray,  and  all  his  followers,  are  Roman  CalhoUcs,  one  only  excepted, 
viz.  Murdock  Macneil ;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  thought  no  fmall  virtue  in  him  to  ad- 
here  to  the  Protedant  conamunion,  confidering  the  difadvantages  he  labours  under  by 
the  want  of  bis  chief's  fevonr,  which  is  much  leffened  for  being  a  heretic,  as  they  caU 
,  him.  All  the  inhabitants  obferve.  the  anniverfary  of  St.  Barr,  being  the  37th  ot  Sep- 
tember ;  it  is  p^ormed  riding  00  horfeback,  and  the  folemnity  is  concluded  by  three 
turns  routtd  St.  Barr*8  church.  This  brings  into  my  mind  a  ftory  which  was  told  me 
■  coDceming  a  foreign  priefl,  and  the  entertainment  he  met  with  after  his  arrival  there 
fome  years  ago,  as  follows :  diis  pried  happened  to  land  ha%  upon  the  very  flay,  and  at 
the  particular  hour  of  this  folemnity,  wiudh  was  the  more  acceptable  to  the  iahaintanis^ 
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»lib  then  defired  him  to  preach  a  commemoration  fermcHi  ro  the  honour  of  their  patron 
St.  Barr»  according  to  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  place.     At  this  the  prieft  was  fur- 
l^ifed,  he  ne*ef  having  heard  of  St.  Barr  before  that  day  ;  and  therefore  knowing  no- 
thing of  his  virtues,  could  fay  nothing  concerning  him  :  but  told  them,  that  if  a  fermon 
te  the  honour  of  St.  Pau!  or  St.  Peter  could  pleafe'^hem,  they  might  have  it  inftantly. 
This  anfwer  of  his  was  fo  dira^reeable  to  them,  that  they  plainly  told  him  he  could  be  . 
fw  true  prieft,  if  he  had  not  heard  of  St.  Barr,  for  the  pope  himfelf  had  heard  of  htm  ;  . 
but  this  would  not  perfuade  the  prieft,  fo  that  they  parted  much  diffatisfied  with  one  an- 
(»her.     They  have  likewife  a  general  cavalcade  on  St.  Michael's  day  in  Kilbar  village, 
and  do  then  alfo  take  a  turn  round  their  church.  '  Every  family,  as  Toon  as  the  fo- 
lemntty  is  ended,  is  accuftomed  to  bake  St.  Michael's  cake,  as  above  defcribed  ;  and  ajl ; 
flrangen;,  together  u-irh  thofe  of  the  family,  muft  eat  the  bread  that  night. 

This  ifland,  and  the  adjacent  lelTer  iQands,  belong  in  property  to  Macneil,  being  the 
thirty-fourth  of  that  name  by  lineal  defcent  that  has  poflefled  this  ifland,  if  the  prefent  v 
genealogers  may  be  credited.     He  holds  his  lands  in  vaflTalage  of  Sir  Donald  Macdomld  ■  , 
of  S'aie,  to  whom  he  pays  40!.  per  ann.  and  a  hawk,  if  required,  and  taobKged.to  for*. 
nifii.  him.  a  certain  number  of  tuen  upon  extraordinary  occafions. 

The  anaent  and  modern  Cujioms  of  the  Inhabitants  oj  tbeWeJletn  JJlandt'ofScotiAnd,:\. 

F. VF  RT  heir,  or  yoang  chieftain  of  a  tribe,  was  obliged  in  hoftoar  to  gfve  a  pttblie  ■: 
fpeeimen.  of  his  valour,  before  he  was  owned  and  declared  governor  43r  leftder  of  his.^ 
people,  who  obeyed  and  followed  him  upon  all  o^caTionsi 

This  chieftiiin  was  ufually  attended  vith.a  retinue  of  young  men  of  .quality^  'wha  had  . 
not  bflorehand  given  any  proof  of  their  valour,  and  vero  anibittou8.of  Juctx  an  op-i  - 
pprtunity  to  fignalize  themfeWes. 

lHwas  ufuaf  for  the  captain  to.l^  ihem^^  to  tnakifr  ftdeTperate  incnritDh-upon-fome 
neighbour  or  -other  that,  they  were  in  feud  with ;   and  they  were  oUiged  to  bring  by  v 
open  force  the  cattle  they  found  in  the  lands  they  attacked,  or  to  die  in  the  attemp^. . 
-  After  the, performance  of  this  atcbievement,  the  young  chieftain.waS  ever  afterT«i-- 
puted  valiant  and  worthy  of  government,-  and  fueh  as  were  of  his:retiTiBe  acquired  iJw 
like  reputation.     This  cuftom  being  reciprocally  ufed  among  .fh«n,  was..not  repined '^ 
]*obbery ;  for  the  damage  which  one  tribe  fuftuned  by  this  effay  of  the.chieftaia>  of  an- 
othtTy  .was repaired  when  their  chieftain  came  in  bis  turn  to  make  his  fpecimen  s  but.: 
1  have  not  heard  an  ■  inftance  of  this  praftice  fot  thefe  fixty  years  part.  , 

The  formalities  obfervcd  at  the  entrance  of. thefe  chieft^uns  upon  the  goycmment  of .; 
their  clans  were  as  follow  :  ■ 

.  A  heap  of  ftoneswas  erefted  in  form  of  n  pyramid,  on^tb^  top  of  whtch''thi^:yonng'^ 
chieftain  was  placed,  his  Mends  and  foll«wers. ftaoding.  in  a:circle;round-about..hiiA,  . 
hk  elevation  ftgnifying  his  auihorliy  over  them,  and  .ihnr  (landing' beloW  .thrir  fub->    v 
je^on  to  htm.  .  One  of  his  principal  friends  delivered  intn>  his  hands  the- fword  wore 
by  his  father,  and  there  was. a  whiter  rod.delivered  tohimiikewife  at  thefametime.  . 

Immediately  after  the.  chief  druid  (or  orator)  flood  clofe  to.  the  pyramid^  and  pro-  - 
nounced  a  rhetorical  panegyrick,  fetting  forth  the  ancient  pedigree,,  valour^- and  Jibe-  -  ", 
ralitycf  the  family,  as  inceativps  to  the  young,  chieftain,  and  fit  for  his  imitation. ..  ■ 
-  It  was  their  cutlom,  when  any  chieftain  marched  upon  a  OMlitary  expedition,tO'draii?' . 
fome  blood  from  the  firft  animal  that  chanced  to  meet  them  upon  the  enemy's  ground,  ■ . 
and  thereafter  to  fprmkle  fome  of  it  upon  their. coloars.  Tlli8,they  reckoDed  »&  a  good  i 
omen  of  future  fuccefe. 
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They  had  their  fixed  officers,  who  were  ready  to  attend  them  upon  all  occafion, 
whether  military  or  civil.  Some  families  continue  them  from  ^ther  to  fon,  particularljr 
Sir  Donald  Macdonald  has  his  principal  flandard-bcarer  and  quarter-mafter.  The  latter 
has  a  right  to  all  tha  hides  of  cows  killed  upon  any  of  the  occadons  mentioned  above  j 
and  this  1  have  feen  exacted  pundnlly,  though  the  officer  had  no  charter  for  the  fame) 
but  only  cuftom. 

They  had  a  conilant  centinel  on  the  top  of  their  houfes  called  gbckmin,  or,  in  th^ 
Englifh  tongue,  cockman  ;  who  was  obliged  to  watch  day  and  night,  and,  at  the  ap* 
preach  of  any  body,  to  afli,  "  Who  comes  there  ?"  This  officer  is  continued  in  Barray 
flill,  and  has  the  perquifites  due  to  his  place  paid  him  duly  at  two  terms  in  the  year. 

There  was  a  competent  number  of  young  gentlemen,  called  Luchktaeb,  or  Guard  ds 
Corpsj  who  always  attended  the  chieftain  at  home  and  abroad.  They  were  well  trained 
in  managing  the  fword  and  target,  in  wreitting,  fwimming,  jumping,  dancing,  (booting 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  were  (lout  feamen. 

Every  chieftain  had  a  bold  armour-bearer^  whofe  bufinefs  was  always  to  attend  the 
perfon  of  his  mailer  night  and  day  to  prevent  any  furprize,  and  this  man  was  called 
Galloglach  ;  he  had  likewife  a  double  portion  of  meat  afligned  him  at  every  meal.  The 
meafure  oi  meat  ufually  given  him,  is  called  to  ttiis  day  bieyjir,  that  is,  a  man's  por- 
tion ;  meaning  thereby  an  extraordinary  man,  whofe  (Ir^ngth  and  courage  dilUnguilhed 
him  from  the  common  fort. 

Before  they  engaged  the  enemy  in  battle,  the  chief  druid  harangued  the  army  to  ex- 
cite their  courage.  He  was  placed  on  an  eminence,  from  whence  he  addreffed  him- 
felf  to  all  of  thtm  (landing  about  him,  putting  them  in  mind  of  what  great  things  were 
performed  by  the  valour  of  their  ancellors,  raifed  their  hopes  with  the  noble  rewards 
of  honour  and  viflory,  and  difpelled  their  fears  by  all  the  topics  that  natural  courage 
could  fuggeft.  After  this  harangue,  the  army  gave  a  general  (hout,  and  then  charged 
the  enemy  ftoutly.  This,  in  the  ancient  language,  was  called  brofnichiy  kah^  i.  e.  an  in- 
centive to  war.  This  cullom  of  (houiing  atoud  is  believed  to  have  taken  its  nfe  from 
an  inilin£t  of  nature,  it  being  attributed  to  mod  nations  that  have  been  of  a  martial 
genius :  as  by  Homer  to  the  1  rojans,  by  Tacitus  to  the  Germans,  by  Livy  to  the  Gauls. 
Every  great  family  in  the  ifles  had  a  chief  druiJ,  who  foretold  future  events,  and  de- 
cided all  caufes  civil  and  eccleliafticai.  It  is  reported  of  them  that  they  wrought  in  the 
night-time,  and  refted  all  day.  Ctefar  fays  they  wor(hipped  a  deity  under  the  name  of 
Taramis,  or  Taran,  which,  in  WeKh  fignifies  thunder  ;  and  in  the  ancient  language  of 
the  Highlanders,  Torin  fignihes  thunder  alio. 

Another  God  of  the  Britons  was  Belus,  or  Bellnus  which  feems  to  have  been  the 
AlTyrian  God  Bel,  or  Belus  ;  and  probably  from  tliis  Pagan  deity  comes  the  Scots  term 
of  Bellin,  the  day  ot  May,  having  its  hid  rife  from  the  cuftom  practifed 

by  the  druids  in  the  ifles,  of  extinguifhing  all  the  fires  in  the  parilh  until  the  tytbes 
were  pdd  j  and  upon  payment  of  them,  the  fires  were  kindled  in  each  family,  and 
never  till  then.  In  thofe  days  malefjdors  were  burnt  between  two  fires  ;  hence  when 
they  would  exprefs  a  man  to  be  in  a  great  ftrait,  they  fay,  *'  he  is  betwsrn  two  fires  of 
Bel,"  which  in  thi-ir  language  they  exprefs  thus,  Ldir  da  bin  Veaul  or  Bel.  Some 
objeft  that  the  druiils  could  not  be  in  the  ifit.s,  becaufe  no  oaks  growthere.  To  which 
I  anfwcr,  that  in  thole  days  oaks  did  grow  ther2,  and  to  this  day  there  be  oaks  growing 
in  fome  of  them,  particularly  in  Slcat,  the  moft  (buihernpart  of  the  ifleof  Skie.  The 
houfes  named  afti-r  thofe  droids  (hall  be  defcribed  elfcwhere. 

The  manntr  of  drinking  uled  by  the  chief  men  of  the  ifles,  is  called  in  their  language 
/Ireaiif  i.  e.  a  round  ;    for  the  company  fat  in  a  circle,  the  cup-bearer  tilled  the  drink 

round 
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round  to  them,  and  all  was  drank  out,  whatever  tlie  liquor  was,  whether  Hrong  or 
weak  ;  they  continued  drinking  fometimes  twenty-four,  foinetimes  forty-eight  hours  ; 
it  was  reckoned  a  piece  of  manhood  to  drink  until  they  became  drunk,  and  there  were 
two  men  with  a  barrow  attending  punSually  on  fuch  occafions.  They  flood  at  the  . 
door  until  fome  became  drunk,  and  they  carried  them  upon  the  barrow  to  bed,  and 
returned  again  to  their  pod  as  long  as  any  continued  freOi,  and  fo  carried  off  the  whole 
company  one  by  one  as  they  became  drunk.  Several  of  my  acquaintance  have  been 
witneffes  to  this  cuftom  of  drinking,  but  it  is  now  abohOied. 

Among  perfons  of  diftinftion  it  was  reckoned  an  affront  upon  any  company  to  broach 
apiece  of  wine,  ale,  or  oijt/avi/ay  and  not  to  fee  it  all  drank  out  at  one  meeting.  If 
any  man  chance  to  go  out  from  the  company,  though  but  for  a  few  minutes,  he  is 
■  obUged  upon  his  return,  and  before  he  take  his  feat,  to  make  an  apology  for  his  ab- 
fence  in  rhyme  ;  which,  if  he  cannot  perform,  he  is  liable  to  fuch  a  fliare  of  the  reckon- 
ing as  the  company  thinks  fit  to  impofe  ;  which  cuftom  obtains  ia  many  places  ftill, 
and  is  called  beanchiy  bard,  which,  in  their  language,  fignifies  the  poet's  congratulating 
the  company.     • 

It  hath  been  an  antient  cuftom  in  thefe  ifles,  and  ftill  continues,  when  any  number* 
of  men  retire  into  a  houfe,  either  to  difcourfe  of  ferious  bufmefs,  or  to  pais  fome  time 
in  drinking  ;  upon  thefe  occafions  the  door  of  the  houfe  ftands  open,  and  a  rod  is  put 
crofs  the  fame,  which  is  underftood  to  be  a  fign  to  all  perfons  without  diftin£tion  not 
to  approach :  and  if  any  ftiould  be  fo  rude  as  to  take  up  this  rod,  and  come  in  un- 
called, he  is  fure  to  be  no  welcome  gueft  j  for  this  is  accounted  fuch  an  affront  to  the 
company,  that  they  are  bound  in  honour  to  refent  it ;'  and  the  perfon  offending  may ' 
come  to  have  his  head  broken,  if  be  do  not  me«  with  a  harftier  reception. 

The  chieftain  is  ufually  attended  with  a  numerous  retinue  when  he  goes  a  hunting 
the  d^r,  this  being  his  firft  fpecimen  of  manly  ezercife.  All  his  clothes,  arms,  ana 
hunting-equipage  are,  upon  his  return  from  the  hills,  given  to  the  forefter,  according  to 
cuftom. 

Every  5imily  had  commonly  two  ftewards,  which,  in  their  language,  were  called 
marifchaU  taeb  :  the  firft  of  thefe  ferved  always  at  home,  ai^  was  obliged  to  be  well 
verfed  in  the  pedigree  of  all  the  tribes  in  the  ifles,  and  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ; 
for  it  was  his  province  to  affign  every  man  at  table  his  feat  according  to  his  quality ; 
and  this  was  disne  without  one  word  fpeaking,  only  by  drawing  a  fcore  with  a  white 
rod  which  this  marifchaU  had  in  his  hand,  before  the  perfon  who  was  bid  by  him  to  fit 
down :  and  this  was  neceffary  to  prevent  diforder  and  Contention ;  and,  though  the 
TitariJcbaU  might  fometimes  be  miftaken,  the  mafter  of  the  family  incurrol  no  cenfure 
by  luch  an  efcape ;  but  this  cuftom  has  been  laid  afide  of  late.  They  had  alfo  cup- 
bearers, who  always  filled  and  carried  the  cup  round  the  company,  and  be  himfelf 
drank  off  the  firft  draught.  They  had  hkewife  purfe-mafters,  who  kept  their  money. 
Both  thefe  officers  had  an  hereditary  right  to  thrir  ofBce  in  writing,  and  each  of  them' 
had  a  town  and  land  for  his  fervice :  for  fome  of  thofe  rights  I  have  feen  f^y  written 
va  good  parchment. 

Befides  the  ordinary  rent  paid  by  .the  tenant  to  his  mafter,  if  a  cow  brought  forth 
two  calves  at  a  time,  which  indeed  is  extraordinary,  or  an  ewe  two  lambs,  which  is  fre- 
quent, the  tenant  paid  to  the  mafter  one  of  the  calves  or  lambs  ;  and  the  mafter,  on  his 
part,  was  obliged,  if  any  of  his  tenants'  wives  bore  twins,  to  take  one  of  them,  and 
bretxl  biminhisown  family.  I  have  known  a  gentleman  who  had  fixteen  of  thefetwins 
in  his  ^miily  at  a  time. 

VOL.  III.  4 1  Their 
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Thdu"  ancient  leagues  of  friend(hip  were  ratified  by  drinldng  a  drop  of  etch  otfaer'a 
blood,  which  was  commonly  drawD-  out  of  the  little  6ager.  This  was  religloufly  ot>> 
lerved  as  a  facred  bond  ;  and  if  any.perfon  after  fuch  an  alliaoce  happened  to  violate 
the  fame,  he  was  from  that  time  reputed  unworthy  of  atl  boned  men's  converfation. 
Before  money  became  current,  the  chieftains  in  the  ifles  beftowed  the  cow's  head,  feet^ 
and  all  the  entrails  upon  their  dependents  ;.  fuch  as  the  phyfician,  orator,  poet,  bard, 
muficians,  &c.  and  the  fame  was-  divided  thus  :  the  fmith  had  the  kead,  the  piper  had 
the,  &c. 

IT  was  an  ancient  cuftom  among  the  idanders  to  hang  a  he-goat  to  the  boat's  mail, 
hoping  thereby  to  procure  a  favourable  wind :  bat  this  is  not  prafUfed  at  prefent  i 
though  I  am  told  it  hath  been  done  once  by  fome  of  the  vulgar  within  thefe  thirteen 
years  lad  pad. 

The^-had  an  univerfal  cudom  of  ppanng  a  cow's  milk  upona  little  hill,  or  big  done, 
where  the  fpirit  ceiled  Browny  was  believed  to  lodger  this  fpirit  always  appeared  in 
the  ibape-  of  a  tall  maji,  having  very  long  brown  hair.  There  was  fcarce  any  the  lead 
village  in  which  this  fuperditious  cuftom  did  not  prevail,  t  enquired  the  r^on  of  it 
fromfeveral,  well-meaning  women,  who  until  of  late  had  pra£t:ired  it ;  and  they  told  me 
that  it  had  been  tranfmitled  to  them  by  their  anceftors  fuccefsfully,  who  believed  it  was 
aitended  with  good  fortune,  but  the  mod  credulous  of  the  vulgar  had  now  laTd  it  aGde. 
It  was  an  ordinary  thing  among  the  over-curious  to  confulc  an  invifible  oracle  concern- 
ing'the  fate  of  families  aqd  battles,  5ic.  This  was  performed  three  diSereiu  ways :  the 
firft  was  by  a  company  of  men,  one  of  whom  b^ng  detached  by  lot,  was  afterwards 
carried  to  a  river,  which  was  the  boundary  between  two  villages ;  four  of  the  company 
lud  hold  of  him,,  and  having  fti^t,  his  eyes,  they  took,  him  by  the  legs  and  arms,  and 
dien  toffing  him  to  and  again,  druck  his  hips  with  force  againd  the  baim.  One  of  them 
cried  out,  **  What. is  it  you  have  got  here?"  Another  a'nfwers,.  **  A  log  of  birch- 
in>od."  The  other  cries  again,  *•  Let  his  invifible  friends  appear  from  all  qoarters,  and 
let  them  relieve  him  by  giving  an  anfwer  to  our  prefent  demands ;"  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes  after  a  nuihber  of  little  creatures  came  from  the  fea,  who  anfwered  the  quedion, 
a^id.difappeared  fuddeoly.  The  man  was  then  fet  at  liberty,  and  they  all  returned 
home,  to  take  their  meafures  according  to  the  predi£tton  of  th^  lalfe  prophets ;  but 
the  poor  deluded  fools  were  abufed,  for  the  anfwer  was  dill  ambiguous.  This  wa* 
;dways  pradifed  in  the  night,  and  may  literally  be  called  the  works  of  darknefs. 

I  had  an  account  from  the  mod  intelligent  and  judicious  men  in  the  ide  of  Sfcie,  that 
al)outi  fixty-two  years  ago  the  oracle  was  thus  confulted  only  once,  and  that  was  in  the 
|»ri|h  of  Kilmartin,  on  the  ead  Ode,  by  a  wicked  and  mifchievous  race  of  people,  who 
are  now  extinguifiied  both  root  and  branch. 

The  fecond  way  of  confultlng  the  oracle  was  by  a  party  of  men,  who  fird  retired  to. 
folitary  places,  remote  from  any  houfe,.  and  there  they  dngled  out  one  of  their  number, 
and  wrapt,him  iiiia  big  covv's  hide,  wkuch.they  folded  about  him :  his  whole  body  was 
coveiyed  wth  it  except- his  head,. and  fo  left  m  thi^  podure  all. night,  until  his  inviGble 
friends  relieved  him,-by  giving  a  proper  anfwer  to  the  quedion  in  band ;  which  he  re> 
ceivfid,  as  he  fancied,  from  feveral  perfona  that  he  found  about  him  all  that  time.  His 
conforts  returned  to  hin>  at  break  of  day,  and  then  he  communicated,  his  newstotfa^a; 
wJiich  often  proved  ^al  to  thote  concerned  in  fuch  unwarrantable,  enquiries. 

There  was  a  third  way.  c^  confultiag,  which  was  a  confirmation  of  the  fecond  above 

mentioned..    T^e  fame  company  who  put  the  maninto  the  hide,  took  a  live  cat  and  put 

him  on  a  fpit ;  one  of  the  nuntber  was  employed  to  turn  the  fpit,,  and  one  of  bis  con- 
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forts  enquired  of  him,  "  What  art  you  drang  ?*'  He  anfwered,  "  1  road  this  cat  until 
his  friends  anfwer  the  queOton ;"  which  mult  be  the  fame  that  was  propofed  by  the 
man  Ihut  up  in  the  hide.  And  afterwards  a  very  big  cat  comes,  attended  by  a  number 
of  leHer  cats,  defiring  to  relieve  the  cat  turned  upon  the  fpit,  and  then  anfwers  the 
queftion.  If  this  anfwer  proved  the  fame  that  was  given  to  the  man  in  the  hide,  then  it 
was  taken  as  a  confirmation  of  the  other,  which  in  this  cafe  was  believed  in^Uible. 

Mr,  Alexander  Cooper,  prefent  minifter  of  North- Vift,  told  me  that  one  John  Erach, 
m  the  iHe  of  Lewis,  aflured  him  that  it  was  his  fate  to  have  been  led  by  his  curiofity 
with  fome  who  confulted  this  oracle,  and  that  he  was  a  night  within  the  hide,  as  above 
mentioned ;  during  which  time  he  felt  and  heard  fuch  terrible  things,  that  he  could  not 
exprefs  them  :  the  imprefHon  it  made  on  him  was  fuch  as  could  never  go  off,  and  he 
laid  that  for  a  thouland  worlds  he  would  never  again  be  concerned  in  the  like  perfor- 
mance, for  this  had  difordered  him  to  a  high  degree.  He  confeffed  it  ingenuoufly,  and 
with  an  air  of  great  remorfe,  and  feemed  to  be  very  penitent  under  a  juft  fenfe  of  fo 
great  a  crime :  he  declared  this  about  five  years  fince,  and  is  ftill  living  in  the  ifland  of 
Lewis,  for  any  thing  1  know.  The  inhabitants  here  did  alfo  make  ufe  of  a  fire  .called 
Tin-eginf  i.e., a  forced  fire,  or  fire  of  necellity,  which  they  ufed  as  an  antidote  againft 
the  plague  or  murrain  in  cattle ;  and  it  was  performed  thus :  alt  the  fires  in  the  parifh 
were  extinguiftied,  and  then  eighty-one  married  men,  being  thought  the  necelfary  num- 
ber for  effefting  this  defign,  took  two  great  planks  of  wood,  and  nine  of  them  were 
employed  by  turns,  who  by  their  repeated  efforts  rubbed  one  of  the  planks  againft  the 
other  until  the  heat  thereof  produced  fire ;  and  from  this  forced  fire  each  family  is 
fupplied  with  new  fire,  which  is  no  fooner  kindled  than  a  pot  full  of  water  is  quickly 
fet  on  it,  and  afterwards  fprinkled  upon  the  people  infe£ted  with  the  plague,  or  upon 
the  <;attle  that  have  the  murnun.  And  this  they  all  fay  they  find  fuccefsmi  by  experi- 
ence: it  was  pradifed  in  the  main  land,  oppofite  to  the  fouthofSkie,-withinthefe  thirty 
years. 

They  preferve  their  boundaries  from  being  liable  to  any  debates  by  their  fucceffors 
thus :  they  lay  a  quantity  of  the  affies  of  burnt  wood  in  the  ground,  and  put  big  Hones 
above  the  fame  ;  and  for  conveying  the  knowledge  of  this  to  poUerity,  they  carry  fome 
boys  from  both  villages  next  the  boundary,  and  there  whip  them  foundly,  which  they 
will  be  fure  to  remember,  and  tell  it  to  their  children.  A  debate  having  rifen  betwixt 
the  villages  of  Ofe  and  Groban  in  Skie,  they  found  afhes  as  above  mentioned  under  a 
ftone,  which  decided  the  controverfy.  It  was  an  ancient  cuftom  in  the  illands,  that  a 
man  fliould  take  a  maid  to  his  wife,  and  keep  her  the  fpace  of  a  year  without  marrying 
lier ;  and  if  flie  pleafed  him  all  the  while,  he  married  her  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
legitimated  thefe  children  ;  but  if  he  did  not  love  her,  he  returned  her  to  her  parents 
and  her  portion  alfo  ;  and  if  there  happened  to  be  any  children,  they  were  kept  by  the 
father :  but  this  unreafonable  cuftom  was  long  ago  brought  into  difufe. 

It  is  common  in  thefe  iHands  when  a  tenant  dies,  for  the  mafter  to  have  his-choice  of 
all  the  horfes  which  belonged  to  the  deceafed  ;  and  this  was  called  the  eachfuin  borizeidat 
i.  e.  a  lord's  gift :  for  the  firft  ufe  of  it  was  from  a  gift  of  a  horfe  granted  by  all  the 

fubje£ts  in  Scotland  for  relieving  King from   his  imprlfonment  in  England. 

There  was  another  duty  payable  by  all  the  tenants  to  their  chief,  though  they  did  not 
Uve  upon  his  lands  ;  and  this  is  called  calpich :  there  was  a  {landing  law  tor  it  aKb,  called 
-calpicb-\v!fi ;  and  I  am  informed  that  this  is  exa£ted  by  fome  in  the  main  land  to  this  day. 

Women  were  anciently  denied  the  ufe  of  writing  In  the  iflands,  to  prevent  love  in- 

0  igues :  their  parents  believed  that  Iiature  was  loo  flcilful  in  that  ma^tter,  and  jieeded  not 
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the  help  of  education;  and  therefore  that  writing  would  ,be  of  dangerous  confequence 
to  the  weaker  fex. 

The  orators,  in  their  language  called  If-dantyV/ere  in  high  efteem  both  in  thefe  iflands 
and  the  continent  i  until  within  thefe  forty  years  they  fat  always  among  the  nobles  and 
chiefs  of  families  in  the  Jlreah  or  circle.  Their  houfes  and  little  villages  were  fanc- 
tuaries,  as  well  as  churches,  and  they  took  place  before  doftors  of  pliyfic.  The  orators, 
after  the  droids  were  extinA,  were  brought  in  to  preferve  the  genealogy  of  families, 
and  to  repeat  the  fame  at  every  fucceflion  of  a  chief;  and  upon  the  occaCon  of  mai*' 
riages  and  births,  they  made  epithalamiums  and  panegyrics,  which  the  jpo^t  or  bard 
pronounced.  The  orators  by  the  force  of  their  eloquence  had  a  powerful  afcendant 
over  the  greateft  men  in  their  time  j  for  if  any  orator  did  but  aflc  the  habit,  arms,  horfe, 
or  any  other  thing  belonging  to  the  greateft  men  in  thefe  iflands,  it  was  readily  granted 
them,  fometimes  out  of  refped,  and  fometimes  for  fear  of  being  exclaimed  againft  by  a 
jattre,  which  in  thofe  days  was  reckoned  a  great  diOionour :  but  thefe  gentlemen  be- 
coming infolent,  loft  ever  fmce  both  the  profit  and  efteem  which  was  formerly  due  to 
their  cnarafter  ;  for  neither  their  panegyrics  nor  fatires  are  regarded  to  what  they  have 
been,  and  they  are  now  allowed  but  a  fmall  falary.  I  muft  not  omit  to  relate  thar 
way  of  ftudy,  which  is  very  fingutar :  they  (hut  their  doors  and  windows  for  a  day's 
time,  and  lie  on  their  backs,  with  a  ftone  upon  their  belly,  and  plaids  about  their  heads, 
and  their  eyes  being  covered,  they  pump  their  brains  for  rhetorical  encomium  or 
jKmegyric  \  and  indeed  they  furnifh  fuch  a  ftyle  from  this  dark  cell  as  is  underftood  by 
very  few  ;  and  if  they  purchafe  a  couple  of  horfesas  the  reward  of  their  meditation, 
they  think  ihey  have  done  a  great  matter.  The  poet  or  bard  had  a  title  to  the  bride- 
groom's upper  garb,  that  is,  the  plaid  and  bonnet;  but  now  he  b  fatisfied  with  what 
the  bridegroom  pleafes  to  give  him  on  fuch  occafions. 

There  was  an  ancient  cuftom  in  the  iiland  of  Lewis,  to  make  a  fiery  circle  about  the 
houfes,  corn,  cattle,  &c.  belonging  to  each  particular  family  :  a  man  carried  fire  in  his 
right  hand,  and  went  round,  and  it  was  called  dejjil^  from  the  right  hand,  which  in  the 
ancient  language  is  called  deft.  An  inftance  ot  this  round  was  performed  in  the  vil- 
-lage  Shadir,  in  Lewis,  about  fixteen  years  ago  (as  I  w^s  told),  but  it  proved  fcttal  to 
the  praflifer,  called  Mac-Callum ;  for  after  he  had  carefully  performed  this  round, 
that  very  night  following  he  and  his  family  were  fadly  furprifed,  and  all  his  houfes,  corn, 
cattle,  &c.  were  confumed  with  fire.  This  fuperlUtious  cuftom  is  quite  aboUIhed  now, 
for  there  has  not  been  above  this  one  inftance  of  it  in  forty  years  paft. 

There  is  another  way  of  the  deffd^  or  carrying  fire  round  about  women  before  they 
are  churched,  .after  child-bearing ;  and  it  is  ufed  likewife  about  children  until  th,ey  are 
chriftened ;  both  which  are  performed  in  the  morning  and  at  nighc.  This  is  only 
pradifed  now  by  fome  of  the  ancient  midwives:  I  enquired  their  reafon  for  this  cuftom, 
i^hith  I  told  them  was  altogether  unlawful ;  this  diiobliged  them  mightily,  infomuch 
that  they  would  give  me  no  fatisfatUon.  But  others,  that  were  of  a  more  agreeable 
temper,  told  tne  that  fire-round  was  an  tffeflu;!!  means  to  preferve  both  the  mother 
and  the  infant  from  the  power  of  evil,  fpirits,  who  are  ready  at  fuch  times  to  do  mif- 
chiof,  and  fometimes  carry  away  the  infiint ;  and  when  they  get  them  once  in  their 
polTL'liion,  return  them  poor  ineagre  (keletons  :  and  thefe  infants  are  faid  to  have  vora- 
cious appetites,  conftanlly  craving  for  meat.  In  this  cafe  it  was  ufual  with  thofe  who 
believed  that  their  children  were  thus  taken  awav,  to  dig  a  grave  in  the  fields  upon 
quarter-day,  aiid  there  to  lay  the  fairy  ikeleton  till  next  morning }  at  which  time  the 
parents  went  to  the  place,  wheie  they  doubted  not  to  find  their  own  child  inftead  of 
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(hU  flcel^ton.  Some  of  the  poorer  fort  of  people  in  thefe  iflands  retaio  the  cuftoni  of 
performing  thefe  rounds  fun-ways  about  the  perfons  of  their  benefadlors  three  times, 
when  they  blefs  tbim,  and  wifh  frood  fuccefs  to  all  their  enterprizes.  Some  are  very 
careful  when  they  fet  out  to  fea  that  the  boat  be  firlt  rowed  about  fun-ways ;  and  if  this 
be  negleded,  they  are  afraid  their  voyage  may  prove  unfortunate.  I  had  this  cere- 
mony  paid  me  i^when  in  the  ifland  of  lia)  by  a  poor  woman,  after  I  had  given  her  an 
alms :  I  defired  her  to  let  alone  that  compliment,  for  I  did  not  care  for  it ;  Hut  (he 
infilled  to  make  the'e  three  ordinary  turns,  and  then  prayed  that  God  and  Mac-Charmig, 
the  patron  faint  of  that  ifland,  might  blefs  and  profper  me  in  all  my  defigns  and  afiairs. 

I  attempted  twice  to  go  From  Ila  to  CoUonfay,  and  at  both  times  they  rowed  about 
the  boat  fun-ways,  though  1  forbid  them  to  do  it ;  and  by  a  contrary  wind  the  boat 
and  thpfe  in  it  were  forced  back.  T  took  boat  again  a  third  lime  from  Jura  to  Col- 
lonfay,  and  at  the  fame  time  forbid  them  to  row  about  their  boat,  which  they  obeyed, 
and  then  we  landed  fafely  at  Co'lonfay  without  any  ill  advoiture,  which  fome  of  the 
Crew  did  not  be  ieve  poflible,  for  want  of  the  round  ;  but  this  one  inftance  hath  con- 
vinced them  of  the  vanity  of  this  fupcrfllrious  ceremony.  Another  ancient  cufhini 
obferved  on  the  fecond  of  February,  which  the  papifls  there  yet  retain,  is  this :  the 
miJlrefs  and  fervants  of  each  fiimily  take  a  flieaf  of  oats,  and  drefs  it  up  in  wpmen's 
apparel,  put  it  in  a  large  balket,  and  lay  a  wooden  club  by  it,  and  this  they  call  Briidi* 
bed ;  and  then  the  miltrefs  and  fervants  cry  three  times,  Briid  is  come,  briid  is  weIcome4 
This  they  dojuft  before  going  to  bed,  and  when  they  rife  in  the  morning  they  look 
among  the  ames,  expelling  to  fee  the  impreffion  of  Briid's  ctub  there  ;  which  if  they 
do,  they  reckon  it  a  true  prefage  of  a  good  crop  and  profperous  year,  and  the  contrary 
they  take  as  an  ill  omen. 

It  has  been  an  ancient  cuftom  amongft  the  natives,  and  now  oaly  ufed  by  fbme  old 
people,  to  fwear  by  their  chief  or  laird's  hand. 

When  a  debate  arifes  between  two  perfons,  if  one  of  them  affert  the  matter  by  your  ■ 
fether*s  hand,  they  reckon  it  a  great  indignity  j  but  if  they  go  a  degree  higher,  and  out 
of  rpite  fay,  by  your  fother  and  grandfather's  band,  the  next  word  is  commonly  act^om- 
panied  with  a  blow. 

It  is  a  received  opinion  in  thefe  iflands,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring  part  of  the 
main  land,  that  women  by  a  charm,  or  fome  other  fecret  way,  are  able  to  convey  the 
increafe  of  their  neighbour's  cows  milk  to  their  own  ufe  ;  and  that  the  milk  fo  charmed 
doth  not  produce  the  ordinary  quantity  of  butter ;  and  the  curds  made  of  that  milk 
are  fo  tough,  that  it  cannot  be  made  fo  firm  as  other  cheefe,  and  is  alfo  much  lighter 
in  weight.  '1  he  butter  fo  taken  away,  and  joined  to  the  charmer's  butter,  is  evidently 
difcernible  by  a  mark  of  reparation,  viz.  the  diverfity  of  colours ;  that  which  is  charmed 
being  Hill  paler  than  that  part  of  the  butter  which  hath  not  been  charmed  ;  and  if  butter 
having  thefe  marks  be  found  with  a  fufpeSed  woman,  flie  is  prefently  faid  to  be  guilty. 
Th^ir  ufualVay  of  recovering  this  lofr,  is  to  take  a  little  of  fhe  rennet  from  all  the  fuf-- 
peded  perfons,  and  put  it  in  an  egg-(hell  full  of  miltc,  and  when  that  from  the  charmer 
is  m  n^led  with  it,  it  prefently  curdles,  and  not  before. 

This  was  afferted  to  me  by  the  generality  of  the  moft  judicious  people  in  thefe  iflands; 
fome  of  them  luving,  as  they  told  me,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it  to  their  cofl.  Some 
-women  make  ufe  of  the  root  of  groundfel  as  an  amulet  againll  fuch  charms,  by  putting 
it  among  their  cream. 

Both  men  and  women  in  thofe  iOonds,  and  in  the  neighbouring  main  land,  affirm 
that  the  increafe  ot  milk  is  likewife  taken  away  by  troute,  if  it  happen  that  the  difhes  or 
pails  wherein  the  milk  is  kept,  be  wafbed  in  the  hvukts  where  trouts  are :  and  the  way 
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torccoverthis  damage  U  by  taking  a  live  trout  and  pouring  milk  into  ite  mouth  ;uhl(h 
Aey  fay  doth  prefcntly  curdle,  if  was  taken  a»ay  by  trouts,  but  otherwife  they  lay  it 
ttnou 

They  affinn  Ukewife  that  feme  women  have  an  art  to  take  avay  the  milk  of  nurfes. 

I  hv  four  women  vbofe  milk  were  tried,  that  one  might  be  chofen  for  a  nurfe ;  and 
the  woman  pitched  opon  was  after  three  days' fuckling  deprived  of  her  milk  j  whereupon 
(he  was  lent  away,  and  another  put  in  her  place ;  and  on  the  third  day  after,  (he  that 
was  firft  chofen  recovered  bef  milk  again.  This  was  concluded  to  be  the  effe£t  of 
vitchcraft  by  fome  of  her  neighbosrs. 

They  alfo  fay  that  fome  have  an  art  of  taldng  away  the  increafe  of  malt,  and  that  the 
drink  nude  of  this  malt  hath  neither  Nfe  nor  good  tafte  ia  it )  and  on  the  contrary,  the 
chuiaer  hath  very  good  ale  all  this  time.  A  gentlenian  of  my  acquuntancej  for  the 
fpaceofa  year,  conid  not  have  a  drop  of  good  ate  in  his  houfe  ;  and  havin?  complained 
w  it  to  all  thai  coBverfed  with  him,  be  was  at  laft  advifed  to  get  fome  yeaft  from  every 
aleboufie  m  the  p«ifii ;  and  having  gc4  a  little  from  one  p»ticular  man,  he  put  it  among 
bis  wort,  whkh  became  as  good  ale  as  coold  be  drank,  and  fo  defeated  the  chann.  After 
which  the  gentleman  in  wbofe  land  this  mtai  Uved  bamfhed  him  thorty-fix  miles  from 


They  fay  there  are  women  who  have  «i  art  ot  t^dng  a  mote  out  of  one's  eye,  though 
vt  feme  miles  diflance  from  the  party  grieved  ;  and  this  is  the  only  charm  thefe  wo^ 
men  will  avouch  themfelves  to  anderftand,  as  fome  of  them  told  tne,'and  feveral  <^ihefe 
men,  out  ofwhofeeyes  motes  WH<e  theA  taken,  confirmed  the  truth  of  it  to  me. 

All  thefe  iflanders,  and  feveral  thoufands  on  the  neighbouring  continent,  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  fome  particular  perTons  have  an  evil  eye,  which  afiefbs  children  and  cattle  ; 
this  they  fay  occaHons  frequent  mifchances,  and  fometimes  death.  I  could  name  feme 
who  are  believed  to  have  this  unhappy  faculty,  though  at  the  fame  time  void  of  any  ill 
-defign.    This  hath  been  an  ancient  opinion,  asappears  from  that  of  the  poet : 

Ni^fh  ^s  tenerox  teulia  Tsibifqffinat  agtiot, 

Courtt  af  Judicatory, 

AT  the  firft  pIai>tation  of  thefe  iOes,  all  matters  were  managed  by  the  fole  authority 
of  the  heads  of  tribes,  called  in  the  inib  tbiama,  which  was  the  feme  with  tyranitut,  and 
itow  it  fignifies  IcH'd  or  chief,  there  being  no  flandard  of  equity  or  juftice  but  what  flowed 
from  them }  and  when  their  numbers  inctcafed,  they  ereded  courts  called  mo^f,  and  ia 
Ibe  Englifli,  baron  couns. 

Tile  proprietor  has  the  nomination  of  the  members  of  this  court ;  he  himfelf  is  pi«- 
-itdent  Mit,  and  in  his  ahfesce  his  bailiff;  the  minifter  t^the  parifh  is  always  a  member 
of  it.  There  are  ik>  attortiies  to  plead  ttie  caufe  of  either  party,  for  both  men  and 
Tpomen  reprefent  their  refpedive  caufes  [  and  ihere  is  always  a  fpeedy  dedfion,  if  the 
parties  have  their  wiinelfes  prefent,  &c. 

.  1  bcre  is  a  peremptory  fentence  pafTes  in  court  for  ready  payment ;  and  if  the  party 
a^inft  whom  judgment  is  given  prove  refraflory,  the  other  may  fend  the  cammoB 
oncer,  who  has  po*er  to  diftrain,  and  at  the  fame  time  toexaSa  fine  of  twenty  pounds 
Scots,  for  the  ufeof  the  proprietor,  and  about  two  marks  for  himfelf. 

The  beads  of  tribes  had  their  o^nfive  and  defenfive  leagues,  called  bonds  of  man- 
drate  and  manrent  in  the  Lowlands,  by  which  each  party  was  obliged  to  adift  one  ano- 
ther upon  all  cxtraordiaary  emei^etides :  and  though  the  difiwences  between  thofe 

chieftams 
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chieftains  involved  feveral  confederates  in  a  civil  war,  yet  they  obliged  tbemfelves  by 
the  bond  mentioned  above  to  continue  fiedfaft  in  their  duty  to  their  fovereign^ 

When  the  proprietor  gives  a  iarm  to  his  tenant,  whether  for  one  or  more  years,  tt  is 
cullomary  to  give  the  tenant  a  flick  of  wood,  and  fome  flraw  in  his  hand :  this  is  imme- 
diately  returned  by  the  tenant  again  to  his  mafter,  and  then  both  parties;  are  as  much 
obliged  to  perform  their  refpe^ve  conditions,  as  if  they  had  figned  a  leafe  or  any  other 
deed. 

Cburcb  Di/cipHne. 

EVERY  parifh  in  the  weftem  ifles  has  a  church  judicature,  called  the  confiflory,  or 
kirk-feiSon,  where  the  miniller  prefides,  and  a  competent  number  of  laymen,  called 
elders,  meet  with  him.  They  take  cognizance  of  fcandals,  cenfure  faulty  perfons,  and 
with  that  (fa-ifhiefs,  as  to  give  an  oath  to  thofe  who  are  fufpeded  of  adultery  or  fomi> 
cation ;  for  which  they  are  to  be  proceeded  againft  according  to  the  cuClom  of  the 
country.  They  meet  after  divine  fervice ;  the  chief  heretor  of  the  parifli  is  prefent,  to 
concur  wiA  them,  and  enforce  their  a£b  by  his  authority,  which  is  irreliitible  within 
the  boands  of  his  jurifdi&ion. 

A  Form  of  Prayer  u/ed  by  many  of  the  IJlanders  at  Sea  after  the  Sails  are  boifitd. 
[This  Form  !«  contiincd  in  .the  Irilh  Liturgy  coropored  by  Mr.  John  KerTivdt,  BFtcrwardi  BHhop  of  Ar- 
Kjtle,  printed  in  the  year  1566.  nnd  dedicMMl  to  the'Eul  of  Argyle.     I  h^ve  fict  down  the  origioal,  for 
the  fatisfa^oD  of  fuch  reader*  as  uDderAaod  it.J 

MODH  bendaighto  luingo  ag  dul  dionfa  idhe  oa  fiurrge. 

^rah  aon  da  cbatix  marfo. 
Da. 

jIn  Stioradtin    Beanighidh  ar  long. 

Fregra  Cbaich. '  Go  mbeandatghe  dia  athair  L 

An  Stieradair.     Beano»dhidh  ar  long. 

Fregra.     Go  mbeandaighe  Jofa  Criofd  i. 

An  Stioradoir.    Beanoaidhidh  ar  long. 

Fregra.    Go  mbeandaighe  an  fhiorad  naomh  i. 

An  Stiaradar,    Cred  is  egail  libh  is  dtua  athair  h'btL 

Frtff-a.    Ni  heagat  en  ni. 

An  Stioradfir.     Gred  is  egil  libh  is  t&kanmac  libh. 

Frep-a.    Ni  h«tgal  en  ni. 

An  Stieradeir.     Cred  is  eagatl  libh  is  dift,an  fbiouod  naomh  libh* 

Fregra,    Ni  heagal  en  ni. 

An  Stioradoir.  Dia  athair  vile  chumhachtach  ar  gradb  a  mluc  Jofa  CriefiJ,  Ic  oondi 
ibiuitach  an  fpionaid  na<H]^*;an  taon  dbia  tug  eland  Ifrael  tnd'an  muir  ruaigh  go  mirb-- 
huileach,  agas  tug  Jonas  ad  tir  ambroind  an  mhil  mhoie,  &.  tug  Pol  Eafpol^.  agas  a-  lifflgL, 
gpn,  foiiind  o  an  &dh  iomarcach,  agas  o  dheartan.  dorainds  dar  fa<onuliine,.ac:as  dar' 
f(»a(tti,.agas  dar  mbeandrghhadh,  agas  dar  mbreith.  le  fen,  iigas  le  foaiad,,iigfisit  tdatr 
do  chum  chnatn,  agas  chalaidh  do  reir  a  thdle  dodha  ^n. 
Axi  ni  iarrraeia  air  ag  nuilha. 
Ar  nathainie  ata  ar  neamh>  &<k.  • 

At^^h  each,  vile., 
Bionh  amblvidh. 
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The  Manner  ofbUffing  the  Ship  when  they  put  to  Sea, 
The  Steer/jtianfayt^  Let  us  blefs  our  (hip. 
The  Anfwer  by  all  the  Crew.    God  the  father  tlefs  her. 
Steer/man.    Let  us  blefS'  our  fliip. 
Anfmr.    Jefus  Chrift  blefs  her. . 
Steerfman.     Let  us  blefs  our  fliip. 
Anjwer.     The  Holy  Ghoft  blefs  her. 

Steer/man.     What  do  you  fear,  fince  God  the  Father  is  with  you  ? 
Anfwer,     We  do  not  fear  any  thing. 

Steer/man.     What  do  you  fear,  fmce  God  the  Son  is  with  you? 
Anfwer.     We  do  not  fear  any  thing. 

Steer/man.     What  are  you  afraid  of,  fmce  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  with  you  ? 
Anfwer.    We  do  not  fear  any  thing. 

-  Steerfmon.  God  the  Father  Almighty,  for  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son,  by  the 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  one  God,  who  miracutoufly  brought  the  children  of 
Ifrael  xhrough  the  Red  Sea,  and  brought  Jonas  to  land  out  of  the  belly  of  the  whale, 
and  the  Apodle  St.  Paul  and  his  fhip  to  fafety  from  the  troubled  raging  fea,  and  from 
the  violence  of  a  tempeftuous  ftorm  \  deliver,  lan£ttfy,  blefs  and  condud  us  peaceably, 
calmly,  and  comfbr^bly  through  the  fea  to  our  harlraur,  according  to  his  Divine  will: 
which  we  beg,  faying,  Ottr  Father,  &c. 

A  Defcriptim  oftheJfieof  Skie. 

SKIE  (in  the  ancient  language  Skianach^  i.  e.  winged)  is  fo  called  l^ecaufe  the  two 
oppofite  northern.  pro[Dontories(Vatemefs  lying  north-weft,  and  Trottemefs  north-eaft) 
refemble  two  wings.  This  iflelies  for  the  molt  part  half-way  in  the  weftem  fea,  be- 
tween the  main  land  on  the  eaft,  the  (hire  of  Rofs,  and  the  weftem  ifle  of  Lewis,  &c. 

The  ifle  is  very  high  land,  as  well  on  the  coaft,  as  higher  up  in  the  country  ;  and 
there  are  feven  high  mountains  near  one  another,  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  ifle. 

This  ifland  is  fortv  miles  in  length  from  fouth  to  north,  and  in  fome  places  twenty, 
and  in  others  thirty  m  breadth ;  the  whole  may  amount  to  a  hundred  miles  in  drcum- 
ference. 

The  channel  between  the  fouth  of  Skie  and  oppofite  main  land  (wluch  is  part  of  the 
dure  of  Innemefs)  is  not  above  three  leagues  in  breadth ;  and  where  the  ferry  boat 
crofleth  to  Glenelg  it  is  fo  nairow,  that  one  may  call  for  the  ferry-boat,  and  be  eafily 
heard  on  the  other  (ide.  This  ifle  is  a  part  of  the  fherifidom  of  Innemefs,  and  formerly 
of  the  diocefs  of  the  iflee,  which  was  united  to  that  of  Argyle :  a  fouth-eaft  moon 
caufeth  a  fpring-tide  here. 

-  The  mold  is  generally  black,  efpedally  in  the  mountains ;  but  there  is  fome  of  a  red 
colour,  in  which  iron  is  found. 

The  arable  land  is  for  the  moll  part  black,  and  yet  a^rds  clay  of  diffel-ent  colours ; 
as  white,  red,  and  blue :  the  rivulet  ^t  Dunvegan  church,  and  that  of  Nifboft,  have 
fullers-earth. 

The  villages  Borve  and  Glenmore  afford  two  very  fine  forts  of  earth,  the  one  red, 
the  other  white ;  and  they  both  feel  and  cut  like  melted  tallow.  There  are  other 
places  that  afford  plenty  of  very  fine  white  marie,  which  cuts  like  butter ;  it  abounds 
moft  m  Corcbattachan,  where  an  experiment  has  been  made  of  its  virtue ;  a  quantity  of 
it  being  fpread  oa  a  Doping  hill  covered  with  heath,  foon  after  all  the  heath  fell  to  the 
2  ground* 
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ground,  as  if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  knifr.  They  afterwards  fowed  barley  on  the 
ground,  whtch  though  it  grew  but  unequally,  fome  places  producing  no  grain,  becaufe 
perhaps  it  was  unequally  laid  on  ;  yet  the  produce  was  thirty-iive  fold,  and  tnany  (talks . 
carried  five  ears  of  barley.  1  his  account  was  given  me  by  the  prefent  poOefTor  of  the 
ground,  Lachlin  Mac'-kinon. 

There  are  Marcafitcs  black  and  white,  refembling  filver  ore,  near  the  village  Sartle : 
there  are  likewife  in  the  fame  place  feveral  ftones,  which  in  bignefs,  ftiape,  &c.  referable 
nutmeg,  and  many  rivulets  here  afford  variegated  ftones.  of  all  colours.  The  Apples- 
glen  near  Loch-fallart  hasaggat  growing  in  it  of  different  fizes  and  c6loura  ;  fome  are 
green  on  the  out  fide,  fome  are  of  a  pale  (ky-colour(  and  they  all  ftrike  fire  as  well  as 
film  :  I  have  one  of  them  by  me,  which  in  (hape  and  bignefs  is  proper  for  a  fword-hm- 
dle.     Stones  of  a  purple  colour  flow  down  the  rivulets  here  after  great  rains. 

There  is  chryftal  in  feveral  places  of  this  ifland,'as  at  Pottery,  Quillin,  and  Mingms  j 
it  is  of  diflerent  fizes  and  colours,  fome  is  fex-angular,  as  that  of  Quillin,  and  Mingnis ; 
and  there  is  fome  in  Minrinefs  of  a  purple  colour.  '  The  village  Torrin  in  Strath  afford* 
a  great  deal  of  good  white  and  black  marble;  I  have  feen  cups  made  of  the  white, 
which  is  vtry  fine.  1  here  are  large  quarries  of  free-ftone  in  feveral  parts  of  this  ifle, 
as  atSnifne^  in  Strath,  in  the  fouth  ofBorrie,  and  ifle  of  Rafay.  There  is  abundance 
of  lime-ftone  in  Strath  and  Trotternefs  :  fome  banks  of  clay  on  the  eaft  coaft  are  over- 
flowed  by  the  tide,  and  iii  thefe  grow  the  Lapis  Ceranius,-or  Cema  Amomit,  of  different 
ffiapes;  fome  of  the  breadth  of  a  crown-piece,  bearing  an  impreflion  refembling  the 
fun  ;  fome  are  as  big  as  a  man's  finger,  in  form  of  a  femi^ircle,  and  furrowed  on  the  - 
inner  fide  ;  others  are  lefs,  and  have  furrows  of  a  yellow  colour  on  both  fides.  Thefe 
ftones  are  by  the  natives  called  cramp-ftones,  becaufe  (as  they  fay)  they  cure  the  cramp 
in  cows,  by  wafliing  the  part  affedeti  with  water  in  which  this  ftone  has  been  deeped  for  • 
fome  hours.  The  Vetumintes  grow  likewife  in  thefe  banks  of  clay  ;  fome  of  ihem  are 
twelve  inches  long  and  tapering  towards  one  end  :  the  native^  call  them  Bot  Stones^ 
becaufe  they  believe  them  to  cure  the  horfes  of  worms  which  occafion  that  dillemper,. 
by  giving  them  water  to  drink,  in  which  this  ftone  has  been  fteeped  for  forae  hours. 

This  Hone  grows  likewife  in  the  middle  of  a  very  hard  grey  ftone  on  the  ftiore. 
There.is  a  black  ftone  in  the  furface  of  the  rock  on  Rig-fljore,  which  refembles  goats 
horns. 

The  lap'u  heSlicus,  or  white  Heftick  ftone,  abounds  here  both  in  the  land  and  water : 
the  natives  ufe  this  ftone  as  a  remedy  againft  the  dyfenteria  and  diarrhea  ;  they  make 
them  red-hot  in  the  fire,  and  then  quench  them  in  milk,  and  fome  in  water,  which  they 
drink  with  good  fuccefs.  They  ufe  this  ftone  after  the  fame  manner  for  confumptions, 
and  they  likewife  quench  thefe  ftones  in  water,  with  which  they  bathe  their  feet  and 
hands. 

The  ftones  on  which  the  fcurf  called  Corkic^ows,  are  to  be  had  in  many  places  on 
the  coaft,  and  in  the  hills.  This  fcurf  dyes  a  pretty  crimfon  colour ;  firft  well  driedj 
and  then  ground  to  powder,  after  which  it  is  fteeped  in  urine,  the  veJTel  being  well  fe- 
cured  from  air  ;  and  in  three  weeks  it  is  ready  to  boil  with  the  yarn  that  is  to  be  dyed. 
The  natives  obferve  the  decreafe  of  the  moon  for  fcraping  this  fcurf  from  the  ftone,  ancl 
fay  it  is  ripeft  in  Auguft. 

There  are  many  white  fcurfs  on  ftone,  fomewhat  like  thefe  on  -which  the  Corkir  grows, 
but  the  Corkir  is  white,  and  .thinner  than  any  other  that  refembles  it. 

There  is  another  coarfer  fcurf  called  Croftil }  it  is  of  a  dark  colour,  and, only  dyes  % 
philamot. 

The  rocks  in  the  village  Ord,  hare  much  talk  growing  on  them  like  the  Venice-talk, 
vot.  ni.  4  K         ~  This 
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This  iile  is  naturally  well  provided  with  variety  of  excellent  bays  and  harbours.  In 
.  the  fouth  of  it  lies  the  peniiifula  called  Oronfo,  alias  Ifliind  Dierman  ;  it  has  an  excel- 
lent place  for  anchorage  on  the  eafl-fide,  and  is  generally  known  by  mofl  Scots  feamen. 
About  a  league  more  eafterly  on  the  fanie  coalt  there  is  a  finall  rpck,  vifible  only  at  half 
low-water,  but  may  be  avoided  by  fleering  through  the  middle  of  the  channel.  About 
a  league  more  eaflerly  on  the  iame  coafl,  there  is  an  anchorage  pretty  near  the  fhore : 
within  lefs  than  a  mile  further  is  the  narrow  found  called  the  Kyle,  in  order  to  pafs  which 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have  the  tide  of  flood  for  fuch  as  are  northward  bound,  elfe 
they  will  be  obliged  to  retire  in  order,  becaufe  of  the  violence  of  the  current ;  for  no 
wind  is  able  to  carry  a  veflel  againCl  it.  The  quite  contrary  courfe  is  to  be  obferved  by 
Teflels  coming  from  the  north.  A  mile  due  eall  from  the  Kyle»  there  is  a  big  rock, 
on  the  fouth  flde  the  point  of  land  on  Skie  fide,  called  Kaillach,  which  is  overflowed 
by  the  tid»  of  .flood ;  a  vefle!  may  go  near  its  out  fide.  Above  a  mile  further  due 
north,  there  are  two  rocks  in  the  paflage  through  the  Kyle  j  they  are  on  the  catlle  fide, 
and  may  be  avoided  by  keeping  the  middle  of  the  channel.  About  eight  miles  more  to 
the  northward,  or  the  eaft  of  Skie,  there  is  fecure  anchorage  between  the  iQe  Scalpa 
and  Skie  in  the  middle  of  the  channel ;  but  one  mufl  not  come  to  it  by  the  fouth  entry 
cf  Scalpa  :  and  in  coming  between  Rafay  and  this  ifle,  there  are  rocks  without  the  en- 
try, which  may  be  avoided  beft,  by  having  a  pilot  of  the  country.  More  to  the  north  is 
Lockfligichao,  on  the  coafl  of  Skie,  wliere  is  good  anchorage ;  the  entry  is  not  deep 
enough  for  veflels  of  any  burden,  except  at  high  water :  but  three  miles  further  north 
lies  I^h'Portry,  a  capacious  and  convenient  harbour  of  above  a  mije  in  length. 

The  ifland  Tulm,  which  is  within  half  a  mile  of  the  northermofl:  point  of  Skie,  has 
'  an  harbour  on  the  iniide.      'i'he  entrance  between  the  ifle  and  Duntulm  caftle  is  the 
beft. 

On  the  weft  of  the  fame  wing,  of  Skie,  and  about  five  miles  more  foutherly,  lies  Loch- 
Uge,  about  a  mile  in  l«igth,  and  a  very  good  harbour  for  veflels  of  the  greateft  burden. 
About  two  miles  on  the  coaft  further  fouth  is  Loch-rmfort  ;  it  is  three  miles  iii  length, 
and  half  a  mile  in  breadth  j  it  is  free  from  rocks,  and  has  convenient  ancliorage. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  promontory,  at  the  mouth  of  Loch-fnifort,  lies  Loch>amifort, 
being  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth  :  there  are  two  fmall  iflt;s 
in  the  mouth  of  the  entry,  and  a  rock  near  the  weft  fide,  a  liitle  within  jiie  entry. 

Some  five  miles  to  the  weft  of  Arnifort  lies  Loch-ialiart ;  the  entry  is  between  Vater- 
nifliead  onthe  eaft  fide,  and  Dunvegan-head'on  the  weft  fide.  The  loch  is  fix  miles  in 
length,  and  about  a  league  in  breadth  for  fome  miles :  it  hath  the  ifland  Efa  about  the 
middle,  on  the  eaft  fide.  There. is  a  rock  between  the  north  end  and  the  land,  and 
there  veflels  may  anchor  between  the  N.  E.  fide  of  the  ifle  and  the  land ;  there  is  alio 
good  anchorage  near  Dunvegan-caftle,  two  miles  further  to  the  foulhward. 

Loch-Brakaidil  lies  two  miles  fouth  of  Loch-£iltart ;  it  is  fevm  miles  in  length,  and 
has  feveral  goqd  ancboring-places  :  on  the  north  fide  the  entry  He  two  rocks,  called 
Macleod's  A^dens.  About  three  miles  fouthweft  is  Loch-einard»  a  mile  in  length  ;  it 
has  a  rock  in  the  entry,  and  is  not  vifible  but  at  an  ebb. 

About  two  miles  to  the  eaftward,  there  is  an  anchoring-place  for  barks,  between  Skie  ■ 
and  the  ifle  of  Soa. 

About  a  league  further  eaft  lie  Loch-flapan  and  Loch-eflbrt ;  the  firft  reaches  about 
four  miles  to  the  north,  and  the  fecond  about  fuc  miles  to  the  eaft 

There  are  feveral  mountains  in  the  ifle  of  a  confiderable  height  and  extent  i  as 
Quiltin,  Scomifiey,  Bein-ftore,  Bein-vore-fcowe,  Bein-chro,  Bein-nin,  Kaillach :  fome 
«f  them  arc  covered  with  fnow  on  the  top  m  fummer,  others  are  almoft  quite  covered 
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-     DigitizedbyGoO^Ie 


"WESTEtLV  ISLANDS   OF   SCOTLAND.  619 

■with  fand  in  the  top,  which  is  much  wafhcd  down  with  the  great  rains.  All  thefe 
mountains  abound  with  heath  and  grafs,  which  ferve  as  good  pa^urage  for  black  cattle 
and  fteep. 

The  Ouillin,  which  exceeds  any  of  thofe  hills  in  height,  is  faid  to  be  the  caufe  of 
much  rain^  by  breaking  the  clouds  that  hover  about  it ;  which  quickly  after  pour  down 
in  rain  upon  that  quarter  on  which  the  wind  then  blows. '  There  is  a  high  ridge  of  one 
continued  mguniain  of  cnnfiderable  height,  and  fifteen  miles  in  length,  running  along 
the  middle  of  the  enfl-  wing  of  Skie,  called  Trolernefs ;  and  that  part  above  the  fea  is 
faced  with  a  deep  rock. 

The  arable  ground  is  generally  along  the  coafi,  and  in  the  valleys  between  the  moun- 
tains, having  always  a  river  running  in  the  middle  ;  tfie  foil  is  very  grateful  to  the  huf- 
bandman.  I  have  been  (hewed  feveral  places  that  had  not  been  tilled  for  feven  years 
before,  which  yielded  a  good  product  of  oats  by  digging,  though  the  ground  was  not 
dunged ;  particularly  near  the  village  Kilmardn,  which  the  natives  told  me  had  not 
been  dunged  thefe  forty  years  laft.  Several  pieces  of  ground  yield  twenty,  and  fome 
thirty  fold,  when  dunged  with  fea-ware.  I  had  an  account,  that  a  fmall  trad  of  gfoiind 
in  ihe  village  of  Skerybreck,  yielded  an  hundred  fold  of  barley. 

The  ifle  of  Altig,  which  is  generally  covered  with  heath,  being  manured  with  fea- 
ware,  the  owner  fowed  barley  in  the  ground,  and  it  yielded  a  very  good  produfl  ;  many 
flalks  had  five  ears  growing  upon  them.  In  plentiful  years,  Skie  fumilhes  the  oppo- 
fite  continent  with  oats  and  barley.  ITie  way  of  tillage  here  is  after  the  fame  man- 
ner that  is  already  defcribed  in  the  ifles  of  Lewis,  &c.  and  digging  doth  always  produce 
a  better  increafe  here  than  ploughing. 

All  the  mountains  in  this  ifle  are  plentifully  fumiflied  with  variety  of  excellent 
fprings  and  fountains  ;  fome  of  them  have  rivulets,  with  water-mills  upon  them.  The 
mod  celebrated  well  in  Skie,  is  Loch-fiant  well ;  it  is  much  frequented  by  ftrangers,  as 
well  as  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifle,  who  generally  believe  it  to  be  a  fpecific  forfeveral 
difeafes ;  fuch  as  ftitches,  head-aches,  (lone,  confumpiion,  megrim.  Several  of  the 
common  people  oblige  ihemfelves  by  a  vow  to  come  to  ihis  well,  and  make  the  ordinary 
tour  about  it,  called  DefliI,  which  is  performed  thus :  they  move  thrice  round  the  well, 
proceeding  fun-ways  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  fo  on.  This  is  doiie  after  drinking  of  the 
water  ;  and  when  one  goes  away  from  the  well,  it  is  a  never-failing  cuftom,  to  leav^ 
fome  fmall  offering  on  the  ftone  which  covers  the  well.  There  are  nine  fprings 
idiiing  out  of  the  hill  above  the  well,  and  all  of  them  pay  the  tribute  of  their  water  to  a 
rivulet  that  falls  from  the  well.  There  is  a  little  frelh-watej  lake  within  ten  yards  of 
the  faid  well ;  it  abounds  with  trouts,  but  neither  the  natives  nor  ftrangers  will  ever 
prefume  to  deftroy  any  of  them,  fuch  is  the  efteem  they  have  for  the  water. 

There  is  a  fmall  coppice  near  to  the  well,  and  there  is  none  of  the  natives  dar$  vea- 
ture  to  cut  the  leaft  branch  of  it,  for  fear  of  fignal  judgment  to  follow  upon  it. 

There  are  many  wells  here  efteemed  effeflual  to  remove  feveral  diftempers.  The 
lighteft  and  wholefomeft  water  in  all  the  ifle  is  that  of  TombirTellibreck  in  Ugc:  the 
natives  fay  that  the  wattr  of  this  well,  and  the  fea-plani  called  Dulfe,  would  ferve  in- 
ftead  of  food  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  own  that  ihey  have  experienced  it  in  time  of 
war.  I  faw  a- little  well  in  Kilbride  in  the  fouth  of  Skie,  with  one  trout  only  in  it ;  the 
natives  are  very  tender  of  it,  and  though  they  often  chance  to  catch  it  in  their  wooden 
pales,  they  are  very  careful  to  prtferve  it  from  being  deftroyed ;  it  has  been  feen  there 
for  many  years :  there  is  a  rivulet  iwt  far  diftant  from  the  well,  to  which  it  hath  probai 
biy  had  accefs  through  fome-narrow  pafTage.  - '  ■  .. 
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ITiere  are  many  rivers  on  all  quarters  of  the  ifle,  about  thirty  of  them  afford  fatmon, 
and  fotne  of  iheni  black  inufcles,  in  which  pearl  do  bread  ;  pamcularly  the  river  of 
■  Kilmartin,  and  the  river  Ord.  The  jwoprietor  told  me,  that  fome  years  ago  a  pearl  _ 
hud  beeti  taken  out  of  the  former,  valued  at  twenjy  pounds  fterling.  'Ihere  arefeveral 
catarafts,  as  that  in  Sker-horen,  Holnii  Rig  and  Tout:  Wh^ii  th:;. river  makes  a  great 
noife  in  time  of  fair  weather,  it  is  a  fure  proj^iioQick  here  of  rain  to  enfue. 

There  are  many  frefh-water  lakes  in  Skie,  and  generally  welt  flocked  with  trout  and 
eets.  The  common  fly  and  the  earih-woniis  are  ordinarily  ufed  for  angling  trout ;  the 
beft  feafon  fof  it  is  a  calm,  or  a  fouth-wcjl  wind. 

The  largell  of  the  frefli-water  hikes  is  that  n^imed  afrcr'St.  Columbus,  on  the  account 
of  the  chapel  dedicated  to  that  Saint ;  it  (lands  in  the  ifle  about  the  middle  of  the  lake. 
There  is  a  little  frefli-water  lake  near  the  fouth  fide  of  Loch  einordftard,  in  which 
mufcIeSRrow  that  breed  pearl. 

This  ifle  hath  anciently  been  covered  all  over  with  woods,  as  appears  from  the  great 
trunks  of  Fir-trees,  &c.  dug  out  of  the  bogs  frequently,  &c.  There  arc  feveral  cop- 
pices of  wood,  fcattered  up  and  down  the  ifle  ;  the  largelt  called  Lettir  hurr,  exceeds 
.  not  three  miles  in  length. 

Herrings  are  often  taken  in  piofl  or  all  the  bays  mentioned  above  :  Loch-efl'ort,  Sla-' 
pan,  Loch-^Ilart,  Loch-fcowfar,  and  the  Kyle  of  Scalpa,  are  penerallv  known  to  flran- 
gers,  for  the  great  quantities  of  herring  taken  in  them.  This  fi)rt  of  fift  is  commonly 
feen  without  the  bay,  and  on  the  coaft  all  the  fummer.  All  other  Rfli  follow  the  her- 
ring and  their  fry,  from  the  whale  to  the  lead  fifti  that  fwims  j  the  biggeft  (till  deftroyiug 
the  leffer. 

The  fiftiers  and  others  told  me,  that  there  is  a  big  herring  almofl  double  the  fize  of 
any  of  its  kind,  which  leads  all  that  are  in  a  bay,  and  the  (hoal  follows  it  wherever  it  goes. 
This  leader  is  by  the  fifliers  called  the  king  of  herring,  and  when  ihey  chance  to  catch 
it  alive,  they  drop  it  carefully  into  the  fea  ;  for  they  judge  it  petty  treafon  to  deftroy  a 
filhof  that  name. 

The  fifliers  fay,  that  all  forts  offifli,  from  the  greatefl  to  the  leaft,  have  a  leader,  who 
is  followed  by  all  of  its  kind. 

It  is  a  general  obfervaiion  all  Scotland  over,  that  if  a  quarrel  happen  on  (he  coaft 
where  herring  is  caught,  and  that  blopd  be  drawn  violently,  then  the  herring  go  away 
from  the  coall,  without  returning  during  that  feafon.  This,  they  fay,  has  been  ob- 
ferved  in  all  pad  ages,  as  well  as  at  prefcnt ;  but  this  I  relate  only  as  a  common  tradi- 
tion, and  fubniit  it  to  the  Judgment  of  the  learned. 

-  The  naiives  preferve  and  dry  their  herring  without  f^lt,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months, 
provided  they  be  taken  after  the  tenth  of  September :  they  ufe  no  other  art  in  it,  but 
take  out  their  guts,  and  then  tying  a  rulh  about  theii  jiecks,  hang  them  by  pairs  upon  a 
rope  made  of  heath  crofs  a  houfe  ;  and  they  eat  well,  and  free  from  puirefaQion.  after 
eight  months  keeping  in  this  manner.  Cod,  ling,  herring,  mackrel,  haddock,  wniiing, 
furbot,  together  with  all  other  fifli  that  are  in  the  Scots  feas,  abound  on  the  coafts  of 
this  illand. 

The  beft  tiine  of  taking  fifli  with  an  angle  is  in  warm  weather,  which  difpofes  them 
to  come  near  ihe  furface  of  the  water ;  whereas  in  cold  weather,  or  rain,  they  go  lo  the  ■ 
bottom.  The  beft  bait  for  cod  and  ling  is  a  piece  of  herring,  whiiing,  thornback,' 
haddock,  or  eel.  The  grey  lorti,  '-/ioi  black-mouth,  a  fifh  of  the  fize  and  fliape  of  a 
falmon,  takes  the,  limpet  for  .bait.  There  is  another  way  of  angling  for  this  fiftt,  by  faft* 
cuing  a  ihort  white  (k>wn  of  a  goofe  behind  the  hook  ;  and  the  boat  behig  continually 
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TDiveiJ,  the  fifli  run  greedily  after  the  down,  aiid  .are  cafily  caught.     The  grey-iorJ 
fwims  in  the  furface  of  the  water,  anJ  then  i?  cauj^fjt  with  a  fp;ar^  a  rope  being  tietl  to        • 
the  farther  end  of  if,  and  fecured  in  the  filhermpn's  hanJ. 

All  the  bays  and  places  of  anchora^t^e  here  abi)und'with  moft  kinds  of  flielUfifti.  The 
Kyle  of  f^calpa  affords  oyfters  in  fuch  plenty,,  th.it  commonly  a  fpring-tide  of  ebb  leayes 
ftiteen,  fumetimes  twenty  horfe-load  of  ihem  on  tlie  facids. 

The  fands  on  the  coaJt  of  Bernftill  village  at  the  fpring-iides  afford  daily  fuch  plenty 
of  mufcles,  as  is  fufficient  to  maintain  fixty  perfons  per  day  :  and  this  was  a.  great  fup- 
port  to  many  pnor  families  in  ihe  neigh ixiurhood,  in  the  late  years  of  fcarciiy'.  The 
iiativi's  obferve  th;it  all  fhell-fi(h  are  plutnper  at  the  iiicreafe  than  decreafeof  the  moon;. 
they  ubfer've  likewile,  that'  all  fiiell-fifh  are  plumper  during  a  fouth-weft  wind,  than  when 
it  blows,  from  the  north  or  north-eaft  quarters.  '■  '  -        ' 

'i'he  htnpct  b^'ing  parboiltd  with  a  very  little  quantity  of  water,  the  broth  is  drank 
to  iticreafe  milk  in  nurfes,  ami  likewife  when  (he  milk  proves  aOringent  to  the  infants. 
The  broth  of  the  black  periwinkle  is  ufed  in  'the  fame  cafes.  It  is  obferved,  (hat  lim-  , 
pets  being  frt  quenily  eat  in  June,  are  apt  to  occafion  the  jaundice  ;  the  outfiJe  of  the 
filh  is  coloured  like  the  ikin  of  a  perfon  that  has  the  jaundice:  the  ten  Jer  yellow  part 
of  the  limpet,  which  is  next  to  the  flieli,  is  reckoned  good  nourilhment,  and  very  eal'y 
of  digeftion. 

I  had  yn  account  of  a  poor  wom^n,  who  was  a  native  of  the  ifle  of  Jura,  and  by  the 
troubles  ili  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reign  was  almoft  reduced  to  a  ftarving  condition; 
So  that  (he  loft  her  milk  quite,  by  which  her  hifant  had  nothing  proper  for  its  fufte- 
nance  ;  upon  thi?  ihe  boiled  fome  ot  the  tender  fat  of  the  limpets,  and  gave  it  to  her 
infant,  to  whom  it  became  fo  agreeable,  that  it  had  no  other  food  for  fcveral  motiths 
together;  and  yet  there  was  not  a  child  in  Jura,  or  any  of  the  adjacent  iQes,  wbole- 
fomer  than, this  poor  infant,  which  was  expofed  to  fo' great  a  (trait. 

The  limpet  creeps  on  the  (tone  and  rock  in  the  nigbt-iinie,  and  in  a  warm  day ;  but 
if  any  thing  touch  the  (hell,  it  indanlly  chngs  to  the  (tune,  and  then  no  hand  is  able 
to  pluck  it  off 'without  fome  infirument ;  and,  thertfore,  fuch  as.tuke  them  have  little 
hammers,  called  |inipet-hammers,  wiih  which  they  beat  it  from  the  rock ;  but  if  the.y 
watch  its-motions,  and  furprize  it,  the  lead  touch  of  the  hand  putis  it  away  :  and  this  - 

that  is  takfn  creeping,  they  fay,  is  larger  and  better  than  that  which  is  pulled  oS'  by  force. 
The  moiioh,  fixation,  tafte,  and  feeding,  &c.  of  tl.iis  little  animal  btingvery  curious,  I 
have  here  exhibited  its  figure,  for  the  fatisfaflion  of  the  inq6iri[rve  reader. 

1  have  likewife  here  exfiibited  the  6gure  of  the  balanos,  growing  on  Itoue  and  ftiells ; 
iu  which  very  fmall  wilks  are  found  to  lodge  and  grow. 

The  pale  wilk,  which  in  length  and  fmalluefs  exceeds  the  black  periwinkle,  and  by 
the  natives  cnlled  giU5;uit,  is  by  them  beat  in  pieces,  and  both  (hell  and  (i(h  boiled  ;  the 
broth  being  llrained,  and  drank  for  fome  days  together,  is  accounted  a  good  remedy 
againd  the  Hone  ;  it  is  called  adead-man's-eye  at  Dover.  It  is  obferved  of  cockles  and 
fpout-fifli,  that  they  go  deeper  in  the  fands  with  north  winds  than  any  other  ;  and  on  tha 
contrary,  theyare  eafier  reached  with  fouth  winds,  «hich  are  (till  warmeft.  - 

It  is  a  general  obfervation  of  alt  fuch  as  live  on  the  fea-coa(t,  tbU  they- are  more 
prolific  than  any  other  people  whatfoever.  ... 

TAf  Sea-Plants  here,  are  at  follows  : 

-,'  L'NARtCH,  a  very  thin  fmal!  green  pl.int,  ab<iut  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  inches  in 
tengtli ;  it  grows  on  (lone,  on  (hells,  and  oa-  the  bare  (and.    This  plant  is  applied 
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plaifter-wire  to  the  forehead  and  temples,  to  procure  fleep  for  fuch  as  hare  a  fever,  aad, 
they  fay  it  is  effeftual  for  this  purpofe. 

The  linaricb  is  likewife  applied  to  the  crowa  of  the  head  and  temples,  for  removing 
the  megrim,  and  alfo  to  heal  the  fliin  after  a  blider-plailler  oi  Jlammula  Jovii, 

Slake,  a  very  thin  plant,  almoit  round,  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  in  circumference, 
grows  on  the  rocks  and  fands  ;  the  natives  eat  it  boiled,  and  it  diffolves  into  oil ;  they 
lay  that  if  a  tittle  butter  be  added  to  it»  one  might  live  many  years  on  this  alone, 
without  bread,  or  any  other  food,  and  at  the  fame  time  undergo  any  laborious  exer- 
cife.  This  plant,  boiled  with  forae  butter,  is  given  to  cows  in  the  fpring,  to  remove 
coftivenefs. 

■  Dulfe  is  of  a  reddiffi  brown  colour,  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  long,  and  above  half 
Sn  inch  in  breadth ;  it  is  eat  raw,  and  then  reckoned  to  be  loofening,  and  very  good 
for  the  fight;  but  if  boiled,  it  proves  more  loofening,  if  the  juice  be  drank  with  it. 
This  plant  applied  plaifter-wife  to  the  temples,  is  reckoned  eifeftual  againll  the-  megrim: 
the  plant  boiled,  and  eat  with  its  infufion,  is  ufcd  againft  the  cholic  and  Uone  ;  and 
dried  without  waCiing  it  in  water,  pulverized  and  given  in  any  convenient  vehicle  fart- 
ing, it  kills  worms  j  the  natives  eat  it  boiled  with  butter,  and  reckon  it  very  whole- 
fome*  The  dulte  recommended  here  is  that  which  grows  on  Hone,  and  not  that  which 
grows  on  the  a/ga  marina,  or  fea-tangle ;  for  though  that  may  be  likewife  eaten,  it  will 
not  ferve  in  any  of  the  cafes  above  mentioned. 

The  alga  marina,  or  fea-tangle,  or,  as  fome  call  it,  fea-ware,  is  a  rod  about  four,  fix, 
eight,  or  ten  feet  long}  having  at  the  end  a  blade  commonly  flit  into  feven  or  dght 
pieces,  and  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length  ;  it  grows  on  Aone,  the  blade  is  eat  by 
the  vulgar  natives.  I  had  an  a<;count  of  a  young  mun  who  had  \o'.\  his  appetite,  and 
taken  pills  to  no  purpofe  ;  and'being  advifed  lo  boil  the  blade  of  the  ^/ra,  and  drink 
^he  infufion  boiled  witb  a  little  butler,  was  reftored  to  his  former  Hate  ot  health. 

There  is  abundance  of  \^hi  e  and  red  coral  growing  on  the  fouib  and  welt  coafl  of 
this  ifle  ;  it  grows  on  the-  rocks,  and  is  frequently  interwoven  with  the  roots  of  the 
alfra  ;  the  red  fetms  to  be  a  good  frtfli  colour  when  iirft  taken  out  of  the  fea,  but  in 
a  few  hours  after  it  becomes  pale.  Some  of  the  natives  take  a  quantity  of  the  red  co- 
ral,  adding  the  yolk  of  an  egg  ruafted  to  it,  for  the  diarrhea.  Both  the  red  and  white 
-coral  here  is  not  above  five  inches  Kmg,  and  about  the  bignefs'of  a  goofe-quill. 

There  are  many  caves  to  be  feen  on  each  quarter  of  this  ifle,  fome  of  them  are  be- 
lieved to  be  feveral  miles  in  length  :  there  is  a  big  cave  in  the  village  Bornikittag,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  exceed  a  mile  in  length.  The  natives  told  me  that  a  piper,  who  was 
over-curious,  went  into  the  cave  with  a  defign  to  find  out  the  length  of  it ;  and  after 
he  entered,  began  to  play  on  his  pipe,  but  never  returned  to  give  an  account  of  his 
ffogrefs. 

There  is  a  cave  in  the  village  Kigg,  wherein  drops  of  water  that  ifTue  from  the  roof 
petrify  into  a  white  limy'fubllancs,  and  ,hang  down  from  thejoof  and  lides  of  the 
-cave.  . 

There  is  a  cave  in  the  village  Holm,  having  many  petrified  twigs  hanging  from  the 
top.;  they  are  U«llow  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  -from  five  to  ten  inches  in 
-length.  ■ 

There  is  a  big  cave  in  the  rock  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Portry,  large  enough  for  eighty 
perfons  ;  there  is  a  well  within  it,  which,  together  withJts  lituation  and  narrow  entry, 
renders  it  an  inacceliible  lort ;  Mie  man  only  can  enter  it  at  a  time,  by  the  fide  of  a 
jock,  fo  that  with  a  flaff  in  his  hand  he  is  able  by  the  lealt  touch  to  ca&  over  the  rock 
as  many  as  Hiall  attempt  to  come,  iottf  the  cave. 
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On-  tfie  fouth  fide  Loch-Portry,  there  is  a  large  cave,  in  which  many  fea-cormorants 
do  build  ;  the  natives  carry  a  bundle  of  ftraw  to  the  door  of  the  cave  in  the  night- 
time, and  there  letting  it  on  fire,  the  fowls  fly  with  all  fpeed  to  the  light,  and  fo  are 
canght  in  batkets  laid  for  that  purpofe.  The  golden  cave  in  Sleat  is  faid  to  be  feven 
miles  in  length,  from  the  ve(l  to  eall. 

There  are  many  cairns,  or  heaps  of  ftones  in  this  ifland.  Some  of  the  natives  fay 
they  were  erefted  in  the  times  of  Heathenifm,  and  that  the  ancient  inhabitants  wor- 
shipped about  them.  In  Popifli  countries,  the  people  flill  retain  the  ancient  cuftom 
of  making  a  tour  round  them. 

Others  fay,  thefe  cairns  were  erefted  where  perfons  of  diilinftion,  killed  in  Battle, 
had  been  buried,  and  that  their  urns  were  laid  in  the  ground  under  the  cairns.  1  had 
an  account  of  a  cairn  in  Knapdale  in  the  fhire  of  Argyte,  underneath  which  an  urn 
was  found.  There  are  little  cairns  to  be  feen  in  fome  places  on  the  common  road, 
which  were  made  only  where  corpfes  happened  to  reil  for  fome  minutes;  but  they 
bare  laid  afide  the  making  fuch  cairns  now. 

There  is  an  erefted  ftone  in  Kilbride  in  Strath,  which  is  ten  feet  high,  and  one  and 
3  half  broad. 

There  is  another  of  five  feet  high  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  Cairn,  on  the  fouth 
fide  Loch-Uge,  and  is  called  the  high  ftone  of  Uge.  .      ■ 

There  are  three  fuch  ftones  on  the  fea-coaft  oppofite  to  Skerinefs,  each  of  them 
three  feet  high ;  the  natives  have  a  tradition,  that  upon  thefe  ftones  a  big  cauldron 
was  fet,  for  boiling  Fin-Mac-Coul's  meat.  This  gigantic  man  is  reported  to  have  been 
general  of  a  miliiia  that  came  from  Spain  to  Ireland,  and  from  thence  to  thofe  ides : 
all  his  foldiers  are  called  Fienty  from  Fiun.  He  is  believed  to  have  arrived  in  the  iiles, 
in  the  reign  of  Kinjr  Evan  :  the  natives  have  many  ftories  of  this'  general  and  his  army, 
with  which  I  will  not  trouble  the  reader.     He  is  mentioned  in  Bilhop  Ledy's  Hiftory. 

There  are  many  forts  ereded  on  the  coaft  of  this  ifle,  and  fupppfed  to  have  been 
built  by  the  Danes  ;  they  are  called  by  the  name  of  Dun,  from  Dain,  which  in  the  an- 
cient language  fignified  a  fort ;  they  are  round  in  form,  and  they  have  a  palTageall 
round  within  the  wall ;  the  door  of  them  is  low,  and  many  of  the  (tones  are  of  fuch 
bulk,  that  no  number  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  could  raife  them  without  an  engine. 

All  thefe  forts  ftand  upon  eminence;^,  and  are  fo  difpofcd,  that  there  is  not  one  of 
them,  which  is  not  in  view  of  fome  other ;  .ind  by  this  means,  when  a  fire  is  made  upon 
a  beacon  in  any  one  fort,  it  is  in  a  few  moments  after  communicated  to  all  the  reft  : 
and  this  hath  been  always  obferved  upcnitght  of  any  number  of  foreign  veflels,  or  boats 
approaching  the  coaft. 

The  forts  are  commonly  named  after  the  place  where  they  are,  or  the  perfon  thai 
built  them  j  as  Dun  Skudborg.'Dun  Derig,  Dun-Skerinefs,  Dun-David,  &c. 

There  are  feveral  little  ftone  houfes,  built  under  ground,  called  earth-houfes,  which 
ferved  to  hide  a  few  people  and  their  goods  in  time  of  war  ;  theentry  to  themwas  on 
the  fea  or  river-fide :  there  is  one  of  them  in  the  village  Lachfay,  and  another  in  Cam- 
ftinvag.  ,  ■ 

There  are  feveral  little  ftone  houfes  built  above  ground,  capable  only  of  one  perfon, 
and  round  in  form  ;  one  of  them  is  to'  be  feen  in  Portry,  another  at  Lincro,  .and  at 
Culuknock  :  they  are  called  Teytiin  druinich,  i.  e.  Druid's-houfe.  Druinich  figmfies  a 
a  retired  perfon,  much  devoted  to  contemplation. 

The  fewel  ufed  here  is  peats  dug  out  of  the  heaths  ;  there  are  cakes  of  iron  found  in 
the  afties  of  fome  of  them,  and  at  Pledgery  village  there  are  peats  from  which  faJt-petre 
fparkles.    There  is  a  coal  lately  difcovered  at  Holm  in  Portry,  fome  of  which  I  have 
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Seen  ;  there  are  pieces  of  .coal  dns;  out  likewife  of  the  fea-laiidinHeldcrflaof  Vatemis, 
and  fonie  found  in  the  villnge  Mogftat. 

The  callie  produced  here  are  horfes,  cows,  flieep,  goats,  and  ho]:;s.  The  common 
work-horfes  are  expofed  to  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  during/the  winter  and  fpring ;  and 
though  they  have  neither  corn,  hay,  or  but  feldom  ftraw,  yet  they,  undergo  ail  the 
labour  that  other  horfes  better  treated  are  liable  to. 

The  cows  are  likewife  expofed  to  the  rigour  of  the  coldcfl  feafons,  and  become  mere 
Skeletons  in  the  fpring,  many  of  (hem  not  being  able  to  rife  from  the  ground  wirliout 
help ;  but  they  recover  as  the  feafon  becomes  more  favout^ble,  and  the  gr^fs  grows 
up:  theii  they  acquire  new  beef,  which  is  both  fwect  and  tender;  the  fat  and  lean  is 
-  not  fo  much  feparated  in  them  as  in  other  cows,  but  as  it  were  tarded,  which  renders  it 
very  agreeable  to  the  tafte.  A  cow  in  this  ifle  may  be  twelve  years  old,  when  at  the  fame 
time  its  beef  is  not  above  four,  five,  or  fix  months  old.  When  a  calf  is  flain,  it  is  an 
ufual  cuftom  to  cover  another  calf  with  its  Ikin,  to  fuck  the  cow  whofe  calf  hath  beeo 
fljin,  or  elfe  ihe  gives  no  milk,  nor  fufFers  herfelf  to  pe  approached  by  any  body ; 

■  and  if  ihe  difcover  the  cheat,  then  ihe  grows  enraged  for  fome  days,  and  the  laft  re- 
niedy  ufed  to  pacify  her,  is  to  ufe  the  fweeteft  voice,  an.]  fing  all  the  time  of  milking 
her.     When  any  man  is  troubled  with  his  neighbour's  cows,  by  breaking  into  his  in-r 

-  clofures,  he  brings  all  to  the  utmoll  boundary  of  his  ground,  and  there  drawing  a 
quantity  of  blood  from  each  cow,  he  leaves  them  upon  the  fpot,'from  whence  thej 
go  away,  without  ever  returning  again  to  trouble'  him,  during  all  that  feafon.  The 
cows  often  feed  upon  the  alga  marina^  or  fea-ware;  and  tbey  can  exadly  dillinguifh 
the  tide  of.  ebb  from  the  tide  of  flood,  though,  at  the  fanie  time  tbey  are  not  within 
view  of  the  fea ;  ahd  if  one  meet, them  running  to  the  Ihore  at  the  tide  of  ebbf  and 
offer  to  turn  them  again  to  the  hills  to  graze,  they  will  not  return.  When  the  tide 
has  ebbed  about  two  hours,  fo  as  to  uncover  the  fea-ware,  then  (hey  fteer  their  courfe 
dire£lly  to  the  neareft  cOaft,  in  their  ufual  order,  one  after  another  whatever  their 
Dumber  be  :  th^re  are  as  many  inllances  of  this,  as  there  are  tides  of  ebb  on  the  (bore. 
I  had  occafion  to  make  this  obfervation  thirteen  times  in  one  week  ;  for,  though  the 
natives  gave  me  repeated  affurances  of  the  truth  of  it,  1  did  iKit  fully  believe  it,  till 
I  faw  many  inllances  of  it  in  my  travels  along  the  coaft.  The  natives  have  a  re> 
mark,  that  when  the  cows  belonging  to  one  perfondo  of  a  fudden  become  very  irre- 
gular, and  run  up  and  down  the  helds,  and  make  a  loud  noifi,  without  any  vilible 
caufe,  it  is  a  prefage  of  the  mailer's  or  miftrefs's  death ;  of  which  there  were  feveral 
late  inllances  given  me.  James  Macdonald  of  Capllil  having  been  killed  at  the  battle 
of  iKelicranky,  it  was  obferved  that  night,  that  his  cows  gave  blood  inflead  of  milk  ; 
his' family  and  other  neighbours  concluded  this  a  bad  omen.  The  minifler  of  the 
place,  and  the  miflrels  of  the  cows,  together  with  feveral  neighbours,  affured  me  of  the 
truth  of  this. 

There  was  a  calf  brought  forth  in  Vatemis  without  le^s  j  it  haped  very  far,  bel- 
lowed louder  than  any  other  calf,  and  drank  much  more  milk  :  at  lall  the  owner  killed 
it.  Kenneth  the  carpenter,  who  lives  there,  told  me  that  he  had  feen  the  calf. .  I  was  atfo 
informed,  that  a  cow  in  Vaternis  brought  forth  five  calves  at  a  time,  of  which  three  died. 
There  was  a  calf  at  Skerinefs,  havmg  all  its  legs  double,  bin  the  bones  had  but  one 
Ikin  to  cover  both ;  the  owner  lanfying  it  to  be  ominous,  killed  it,  after  having  lived 
nine  months.  Several  of  the  natives  thereabouts  toM  me  that  they  had  feen  it. 
'  ■  There  are  feveral  calves  that  have  a  flit  in  the  top  of  their  ears,  and  thefe  the  natives 
fancy  to  be  the  ilTue  of  a  wild  bull,  that  comes  from  the  fea  or  freQi  lakes;  and  this 

calf.is  by  them  called  «riyj5""'' 
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There  is  plenty  of  land  and  water-fowl  in  tfiis  ifle ;  as  hawks,  eagles  of  two  kinds, 
the  one  grey  and  of  a  larger  fize,  the  other  much  lefs  and  black,  but  more  deftruflive 
to  young  cattle  ;  black-cock,  heath  hen,  plovers,  pigeons,  wild-geefe,  tarmagan,  and 
■cranes  :  of  this  latter  fort,  I  have  fecn  fixty  on  the  fhore  in  a  flock  together.  'Ihe  fea- 
fowls  are  malls  of  alllunds,  coultemeb,  guiflamof,  fer.- cormorant,  &c.  The  natives 
obferve  that  the  Iatter»  if  perfeflly  black,  makes  no  good  broth,  nor  is  its  flefh  worth 
eating  ;  but  that  a  cormorant,  which  has  any  white  feathers  or  down,  makes  good 
broth,  and  the  flefh  of  it  is  good  food,  and  the  broth  is  ufually  drunk  by  nurfes  to  in- 
creafe  their  milk. 

The  natives  obferve,  that  this  fowl  flutters  with  its  wings  towards  (he  quarter  from 
■which  the  wind  is  foon  after  to  blow. 

The  fea-ibwl  bunivochil,  or,  as  fome  feamen  call  it,  carara,  and  others  bifliop,  is  as 
big  as  a  goofe,  of  a  brown  colour,  and  the  infldc  of  the  wings  white  ;  the  bill  is  long 
and  broad,  and  it  is  footed  like  a  goofe;  it  dives  quicker  thun  any  other  fowl  what- 
ever ;  it  is  very  fat,  *  The  cafe  of  this  fowl  being  flayed  off  with  the  fat,  and  a  little  fait 
laid  on  to  preferve  it,  and  then  applied  to  the  thigh-bone,  where  it  muft  lie  for  feveral 
weeks  together,  is  an  effeflual  remedy  agamft  the  fciatica,  of  which  I  faw  two  inftances. 
It  Is  obferved  of  flre-arms  that  are  rubbed  over  (as  the  cuflom  is  here)  whh  the  oil  or 
fat  of  fea-fowls,  that  they  contract  rufl  much  fooner,  than  when  done  with  the  fat  of 
land-fowl  j  the  Fulmar  oil  from  St.  Kilda  only  excepted,  which  preferves  iron  from 
-contra£ting  ruft  much  longer  than  any  other  oil  or  greafe  whatfoever.  The  natives 
obferve,  that,  when  the  fea-pye  warbles  its  notes  inceflantly.  It  is  a  fure  prefage  of  fair 
weather  to  follow  in  a  few  hours  after. 

The  amphibia  to  be  Teen  in  this  ifle,  are  feats,  otters,  vipers,  frogs,  toads,  and  afps.  , 

The  otter  fhuts  its  cj'es  when  it  eats ;  and  this  is  a  conliderable  difadvantage  to  it,  for 
then  feveral  ravenous  fowls  lay  hold  on  this  opportunity,  and  rob  it  of  its  fifli. 

The  hunters  fay,  there  is  a  big  otter  above  the  ordinary  fize,  with  a  white  fpot  on 
its  breafl,  and  this  they  call  the  king  of  otters;  it  is  rarely  feen,  and  very  hard  to  be 
killed ;  feamen  afcribe  great  virtues  to  the  fldn,  for  they  fay  that  it  is  fortunate  in 
battle,  and  that  viflory  is  always  on  its  fide.  Serpents  abound  in  fiiveral  parts  of  this 
ifle  ;  there  are  three  kinds  of  them,  the  firft  black  and  white  fpotted,  which  is  the  mnft 
■poifonous,  and  if  a  fpeedy  remedy  be  not  made  ufe  of  after  the  wound  given,  the  party 
is  in  danger.  I  had  an  account  that  a  man  at  Glenmore,  a  boy  at  Portry,  and  a  woman 
at  Loch-fcah-vag,  did  all  die  of  wounds  given  by  this  fort  of  ferpents.  Some  believe 
that  the  ferpents  wound  with  the  fling  only,  and  not  wiih  their  teeth }  but  this  opinion 
is  founded  upon  a  bare  conjedure,  becaufe  the  fting  is  expofed  to  view,  but  the  teeth 
very  rarely  feen  :  they  are  fecured  within  a  hofe  of  flefti,  which  prevents  their  beinjj 
broke  ;  the  end  of  them  being  hooked  and  exceeding  fmall,  would  foon  be  deflroyeJ, 
if  it  hai  not  been  for  this  fence  that  nature  has  given  them.  The  longed  of  the  black  - 
ferpents  mentioned  above,  is  from  two  to  three,  or  at  mofl:  foiir  feet  long. 

The  yellow  ferpent  with  brown  fpols  is  not  fo  poifonous,  nor  fo  long  as  the  black 
and  white  one.' 

The  brown  ferpeat  is  of  all  three  the  leall  poifonous,  and  fmallefl  and  fliortell  in 
fize. 

The  remedies  ufed  here  toextraft  the  poifon  of  ferpents  are  various.  The  rump 
of  a  houfe-cock  ftript  of  its  feather,  and  applied  to  the  wound,  doth  powerfully  extnift 
■the  poifon,  if  timely  applied.  The  cock  is  obferved  after  this  to  fwell  to  a  great  bulk, 
far  above  iia  former  fize,  and  being  thrown  out  into  the  fields,  no  ravenous  bird  or 
beaft  will  ever  offer  lo  taflrof  it. 
-  vol..  HI.  4  L  -  The  . 
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Theforked  fling  taken  out  of  an  adder's  tongue  is  by  the  natives  lleeped  in  wftter, 

vith  which  tliey  wafh  and  cure  the  wound. 

The  ferpent's  head  that  gives  the  wound  being  applied,  is  found  to  bea  good  remedy. 
New  che  fe  applied  timely  exlrafts  the  poifon  well- 
There  are  two  forts  of  wtiaflss  in  the  ifle,  one  of  which  exceeds  that  of  the  common 

fize  in  bignt^fs  ;  the  natives  fay  that  the  breath'  of  it  kills  calves  and  lambs,  and  that  the 

lelTi-r  fort  is  apt  to  occafion  a  decay  in  fUch  as  frequently  have  them  tame  about  them ; 

efpecially  fuch  as  fufier  them  to  fuck  and  lick  about  their  mouths. 

"The  Inferior  Iflcs  about  Skic. 

SO  A-BRETTIL  lies  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  mountain  Quillin  ; 
it  is  five  miles  in  circumference,  and  full  of  bogs,  and  fitter  for  paftur^e  than  cultiva- 
tion. About  a  mile  on  the  weft  fide  it  ia  covered  with  wood,  and  the  reft  confiils  of 
heath  and  grafs,  having  a  mixture  of  the  meriilh  all  over.  The  red  garden-curranis 
grow  in  this  ifle,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  carried  thither  by  birds.  There  has 
b«en  no  venomous  creature  ever  feen  in  this  little  ifle  until  within  thefe  two  years  laft, 
that  a  black  and  white  bi^  ferpent  was  fe^n  by  one  of  the  inhabitants,  who  killed  it ; 
they  believi.'  it  came  from  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Skie,  where  there  are  many  big  ferpents. 
There  is  abundance  of  cod  and  ling  round  this  iHe. 

On  the  fouth  of  Sleat  lies  ifiand  Oranfa,  which  is'  a  pAiinfula  at  low  water  ;  it  is  a 
mile  in  circumference,  and  very  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs.  As  for  the  latter,  it  is  faid 
to  excel  any  piece  of  ground  of  its  extent  in  thofe  parts. 

In  the  nonh  entry  to  Kyle- Akin  He  fevferal  fmail  ides  ;  the  biggeft  and  next  to  Skie 
is  Ilan  Nin  Gillin,  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  covered  all  over  with  long  heath, 
and  the  erua  baccifera :  there  is  abundance  of  feals  and  fea-fowls  about  it. 

A  league  further  north  lies  the  ifle  Pabbay,  about  two  miles  in  circumference  ;  it 
excels  in  pafturage,  the  cows  in  it  afford  near  double  the.  milk  that  they  yield  in  Skie. 
In  the  dog-days  there  is  a  big  fly  in  this  ifle  which  infefts  the  cows,  makes  them  run  up 
and  dowr,  difcompofes  them  exceedingly,  and  hinders  their  feeding,  infomuch  that  they 
niutl  be  brought  out  of  the  ifle  to  the  ifle  of  Skie.  This  ifle  a^rds  abundance  of  tob- 
ilers,  limpets,  wilks,  crabs,  and  ordinary  fea-plants. 

About  half  a  league  further  north  lies  the-fmall  ifle  Gilliman,  being  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  circumference  ;  the  whole  is  covered  with  long  heath,  and  the  erica  baccifera. 
Within  a  call  further  north  Ires  the  ifle  of  Scalpa,  very  near  to  Skie,  five  miles  io  cir- 
cupifereoce}  it  is  mountainous  from  the  fouth  end  atmoft  to  the  north  end,  it  has  wood 
in  feveral  parts  of  it ;  the  fouth  end  is  moft  arable,  and  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  gnjfs. 
About  a  mile  further  north  is  the  ifle  Rafay,  being  ftven  miles  in  length,  and  three 
,  in  breadth,  Hoping  on  the  weft  and  call  fides  ;  it  has  lome  wood  on  all  the  quarters  of 
it,  the  whole  is  fitter  for  pafturage  than  cultivation,  the  ground  being  generally  v^ry 
unequal,  but  very  wcil  watered  with  rivulets  and  fprings.  There  is  a  fpring  running 
down  the  face  of  a  high  rock  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifle  ;  it  petrifies  into  a  white  fub- 
ifance,  of  which  very  fine  lime  is  made,  and  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  it.  There  is  a 
quarry  oFgoodftone  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  i(le>  there  is  abundance  of  caves  on  the 
weft  fide,  which  ferve  to  lodge  fevcral  families,  who,  for  their  convenience  in  grazing, 
fifliing,  &;c.,  refort  thither  in  the  fumm^r.  On  the  welt  fide,  particularly  near  to  the 
villtge  Clachan,  the  ftiore  abounds  wiih  fmooth  (tones  of  different  fizc's,  variegare-i  all 
over.  The  fame  cattle,  fowl,  and  fifli  are  produced  here  that  are  found  in  the  ifle  ci 
Skie.     There  is  a  law  obfcrved  by  the  natives,  that  all  their  fifhiflg-lines  ftiuft  be  of 
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equal  length }  for  the  longeft  is  always  fuppofeJ  to  have  belt  accefs  Co  the  fifh^  which 
would  prove  a  difadvantage  to  Tuch  as  might  have  fhorter  ones. 

There  are  fome  forrs  in  tliis  ifle,  the  higheft  is  in  the  fouth  end,  it  Is  a  natural 
ftrength,  and  in  form  like  the  crown  of  a  hat ;  tl  is  called  Dunn-Cann,  which  the  n  i> 
lives  will  needs  have  to  be  from  one  Canne,  coufin  to  the  King  of  Denmark.  The 
other  lies  on  the  fide,  is  an  artificial  fort,  three  ftories  high,  and  is  cat|ed  Caftle  Vreoktc*. 

The  proprietor  of  the  ifle  is  Mr.  Mac-Leod,  a  cadet  of  the  family  of  that  name;  k\s 
feat  is  in  the  village  Clachan,  the  tnhiibitants  have  as  great  veneration  for  him  as  any 
fubje£ts  can  have  for  their  king.  They  preferve  the  memory  of  the  deceafed  laHit;s  of 
the  place,  by  ereSing  a  little  pyramid  of  (lone  fur  each  of  them,  with  the  lady's  name. 
Thefe  pyramids  are  by  them  called  croffes  j  fevrj-al  of  them  are  built  of  (tone  and  lirii^, 
and  have  three  fteps  of  gradual  afcent  to  them.  There  are  eight  fuch  croffes  about  the 
village,  xtrhich  is  adorned  with  i  little  tower,  and  leffer  houfes,  and  an  orchard  with  fe- 
veral  forts  of  berries,  pot-herbs,  &c.  The  inhabitants  are  all  proteflants,  and  ufe  the 
fame  language,  habit,  and  diet  with  the  natives  of  Skie. 

'About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  north  lies  the  iQe  Rona,  which  is  three  miles  ih 
length  :  veffets  pafs  through  the  narrow  channel  between  Rofay  and  Rona.  This  little  ' 
ifie  IS  the  taod  unequal  rocky  piece  of  ground  to  be  feen  any  where  ;  there  is  but  very 
fevi'  acres  fit  for  digging,  the  whole  is  covered"  with  long  heath,  erica  baccifera,  mertiUut, 
and  fome  mixture  of  grafs ;  it  ia  reckoned  very  fruitful  m  pafturage  ;  moft  of  the  rocks 
confid  of  the  he£tic  Hone,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  them  is  of  a  red  colour. 

l^crc  is  a  bay  on  the  fouth.wefl  end  of  the  ifle,  with  two  entries,  the  one  is  on  the 
weft  fide,  the  other  on  the  fouth,  but  the  latter  is  only  acceffit^e;  ic  has  a  rock  within 
the  entry,  and  a  good  filhing. 

About  three  leagues  to  the  north-well  of  Rona  is  the  ifle  Fladda,  being  almofl  joined 
Xo  Skie ;  it  is  all  pldn  arable  ground,  and  about  a  mile  in  circumference. 

About  a  miie  to  the  north  lies  the  ille  Altwig,  it  has  a  high  rock  facing  the  eafl,  is 
near  two  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  reputed  fruitful  in  com  and  grafs  \  there  is  a 
little  old  chapel  in  it,  dedicated  to  St.  Turos.  There  is  a  rock  of  about  forty  yards  in 
length  at  the  north  end  of  the  ifle,  diflinguifhed  for  its  commodioufnels  in  fifhing. 
Herrings  are  feen  about  this  rock  in  great  numbers  all  fummer,  infomuch  that  the  filh;:r- 
boats  are  fometimes  as  it  were  entangled  among  the  fhoals  of  them.  ^ 

The  iQe  of  Troda  lies  within  half  a  league  to  the  northemmofl  point  of  Skie,  called 
Huoifh  ;  it  is  two  miles  in  circumference,  fruitful  in  com  and  grafs,  and  had  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  Columbus.  The  natives  told  me  that  there  is  a  couple  of  ravens  in 
the  ifle,  which  fuffer  none  other  of  their  kind  to  come  thither;  and  when  their  own 
young  are  able  to  fiy,  they  beat  them  alfo  away  from  the  ifle. 

Fladda-Chuan,  i.  e.  Fladda  of  the  Ocean,  lies  about  two  leagues  diflant  from  the 
weft  fide  of  HuniOi  point ;  it  is  two  miles  in  co'mp^fs,  the  ground  is  boggy;  and  but 
indifferent  for  com  and  grafs :  the  ifle  is  much  frequented  for  the  plenty  of  fifh  of  all 
kinds  on  each  quarter  of  it.  There  are  very  big  whales  which  purfue  the  fifli  on  the 
coaft ;  the  natives  difltnguifh  one  whale  for  its  bignefs  above  all  others,  and  told  me 
that  it  had  many  big  limpets  growing  upon  its  back,  and  that  the  eyes  of  it  were  of  fuch 
a  prodigious  bignefs,  as  ftruck  no  fmall  terror  into  the  beholders.  There  is  a  chapel 
in  the  ifle  dedicated  to  St.  Columbus,  it  has  an  altar  in  the  ead  end,  ahd  there  is  a  blue 
flone  of  a  round  form  on  it,  which  is  always  moifl.  his  an  ordinajy  cut)  om,  when  any 
of  the  fifhermen  are  detained  in'theifleby  contrary  winds,  towafli  the  blue  flone  with 
water  all  round,  expeOing  tho-eby  to  procure  a  favourable  wind,  which  the  credulous 
tentant  living  in  the  ifle  fays  never  fails,  efpecially  if  a  flranger  waQi  the  flone :  the  flone 
4L  2  is 
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is  likewife  applied  to  the  fides  of  people  troubled  with  ftitches,  and  they  fay  it  is  effeilual 
for  (hat  purpofe :  and  fo  great  is  the  regard  they  have  for  this  ftone,  that  they  fwear 
'  decifive  oatlis  on  it. 

The  monk  O'Gorgon  is  buried  near  to  this  chapel,  and  there  is  a  ftone  five  feet  high 
at  each  end  of  his  grave.  There  is  abundance  of  fea-fowl  that  come  to  hatch  their 
young  in  the  ifle }  the  coulter-nebs  are  very  numerous  here,  it  comes  in  the  middle  of 
March,  and  goes  away  inthe  middleof  Auguft  :  it  makes  a  tour  round  the  ifie  fun  ways 
before  it  fettles  on  the  ground,  and  another  at  going  away  in  Auguft  ;  which  ceremony 
is  much  approved  by  the  tenant  of  the  ifle,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  arguments  he  made 
ufe  of  for  making  the  like  round,  as  he  fets  out  to  fea  with  his  boat. 

There  is  a  great  flock  of  plovers,  th  •'  come  to  this  ifle  from  Skie,  in  the  beginning 
of  September ;  they  return  again  in  April,  and  are  faid  to  be  near  two  thoufand  in  all : 
I  told  the  tenant  he  might  have  a  couple  of  thefe  at  every  meal  during  the  winter  and 
fpring,  but  my  motion  feemed  very  difagreeable  to  him ;  for  he  declared  that  he 
had  never  once  attempted  to  take  any  of  them,  though  he  might  if  he  would  :  and  at 
the  fame  time  told  me,  he  wondered  how  I  could  imagine  that  he  would  be  fo  barbarous 
as  to  take  the  lives  of  fuch  innocent  creatures  as  came  to  him  only  for  felf-prefervalion. 

There  are  fix  or  feven  rocks  within  dlftance  of  a  niulket-ihot  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide 
the  ifle,  the  fea  running  between  each  of  them  :  that  lying  more  eafterly  is  the  fort 
called  Bord  Cruin,  i.  e.  a  round  table,  from  its  round  form  ;  it  is  about  three  hundred 
paces  in  circumference,  flat  on  the  top,  has  a  deep  well  within  it,  the  whole  is  furrounded 
with  a  deep  rock,  and  has  only  one  place  that  is  acceflibte  by  chmbing,  and  that  only  by 
one  man  at  a  time :  there  is  a  violent  current  of  a  tide  on  each  fide  of  it,  which  con- 
tributes to  render  it  an  impregnable  fort,  it  belongs  to  Sir  Donald  Macdonald.  One 
fingle  man  above  the  entry,  without  being  expofed  to  fhot,  is  able,  with  a  ftafTla  his  hand, 
to  keep  oiF  five  hundred  attackers ;  fcv  only  one  can  climb  the  rock  at  a  time,  and  that 
not  without  difficulty. 

There  is  a  high  rock  on  the  weft  fide  the  fort,  which  may  be  fecured  alfo  by  a  few 
hands. 

About  half  a  league  on  the  fouth  fide  the  round  table  lies  the  rock  Jefkar,  i.  e.  Fifher, 
becaufe  many  filhing-boats  retort  to  it ;  it  is  not  higher  than  a  fmaU  veflel  under  fail. 
This  rock  afibrds  a  great  quantity  of  fcurvy-grafs,  of  ao  extraordinary  fize,  and  very 
thick ;  the  natives  eat  it  frequently,  as  well  boiled  as  raw  :  two  of  them  told  me  that 
they  happened  to  be  confined  there  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  hours  by  a  contrary  wind ; 
and  being  without  viduals,  fell  to  eating  this  fcurvy-grafs,  and  finding  it  ofafweet 
-talte,  far  different  from  the  land  fcurvy-grafs,  they  eat  a  large  bafket  full  of  it,  which 
did  abundantly  fatisfy  their  appetites  until  thetr  return  home :  they  told  me  alfo  that  it 
was  not  in  the  leaft  windy,  or  any  other  way  troublefome  to  them. 

Ifland  Tulm  on  the  weft  of  the  wing  of  Skie,  called  Trotemefs,  lies  whhia  a  mufquet- 
fiiot  of  the  callle  of  the  name ;  it  is  a  hard  rock,  and  clothed  with  grafs ;  there  are  tffo  . 
caves  on  the  weft  fide,  in  which  abundance  of  fea  cormorants  build  and  hatch. 

About  five  leagues  to  the  fouth- weft  from  Tulm  lies  the  ifland  Afcrib,  which  is  divided 
into  feveral  parts  by  the  fea ;  it  is  about  two  miles  in  compafs,  and  affords  va7  good 
pafturage ;  all  kinds  of  fifti  abound  in  the  neighbouring  fea.  On  the  fouth-weft  fide  of 
the  ifle  Afcrib,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  lie  the  two  fmall  ifles  of  Timan,  dtredly 
in  the  mouth  of  Loch-amifort ;  they  are  only  fh  for  pafturage. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  Vatemis  promontory,  within  the  mouth  of  Loch-follart,  lies  Ife, 
two  miles  io  compafs,  b«ng  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs,  and  i$  commodious  for  fifhing  of 
cod  and  ling. 
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There  lire  two  fmall  ifles,  called  Mingoy^  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  this  iOe,  which 
afford  good  pafturage. 

There  is  a  red  fliort  kind  of  dulfe  growing  in  the  Ibuth  end  of  the  ifle,  which  occafions 
a  pain  in  the  head  when  eaten,  a  property  not  known  in  any  other  dulfe  whatever. 

'Hie  two  ifles  Bnia  and  Harlas  lie  in  the  mouth  of  Loch-Brackadil ;  they  are  both 
pretty  high  rocks,  each  of  them  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  they  afford  good  paf- 
turage, and  there  are  red  currants  ia  thefe  fmall  ifles,  fuppofed  to  have  been  carried 
there  at  firfl  by  birds. 

I'he  fouthem  parts  of  Skie,  as  Sleat  and  Strath,  are  a  month  earlier  with  their  grafs 
than  the  northern  parts;  and  this  is  the  reafon  that  the  cattle  and  Iheep,  &c.  bring 
forth  their  young  fooner  than  in  the  north  fide.  ' 

The  days  in  fummer  are  much  longer  here  than  in  the  fouth  of  England  or  Scotland, 
and  the  nigbts  fhorter,  which  about  the  fummer  folflice  is  not  above  an  hour  and  an 
half  ui  length  j  and  the  further  we  come  foutb,  the  contrary  is  to  be  obferved  in 
proportion. 

I'he  air  here  is  commonly  moid  and  cold :  this  difpofes  the  inhabitants  to  take  a 
larger  dofe  of  brandy  or  other  ftrong  liquors  than  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  by  which 
they  fancy  that  they  qualify  the  moillure  of  the  air :  this  is  the  opinion  of  all  ftrangers, 
as  well  as  of  the  native?,  fince  the  one  as  well  as  .the  other  drinks  at  lead  treble  the 
quantity  of  brandy  in  Skie  and  the  adjacent  ifles,  than  they  do  in  the  more  fouthera 
climate. 

The  h«ght  of  the  mountains  contributes  much  to  the  moillure  of  the  place,  but  more 
efpecially  the  mountain  Qutilin,  which  is  the  hufbandman's  almanack  ^  for  it  is  com- 
monly obferved  that  if  the  heavens  above  that  mountain  be  clear  and  without  clouds 
in  the  morning,  then  it  is  not  doubled  but  the  weather  will  prove  fair  ;  ct  e  contra,  the 
height  of  that  hill  reaching  to  the  clouds  breaks  them,  and  then  they  prefently  after  fell 
down  in  great  rains  accordiirg  as  the  wind  blows  :  thus  when  the  wind  blows  from  the 
Jbuth,  then  all  the  ground  lying  to  the  north  of  Quillin  hilts  is  wet  with  rains,  whereas 
all  the  other  three  quarters  are  dry. 

The  fouth-weft  windj  are  obferved  to-  carry  more  ran  with  them  than  any  other, 
and  blow  much  higher  in  the  mod  northern  point  of  Skie  than  they  do  two  miles  fur- 
ther  fouth ;  for  which  I  could  perceive  no  viGble  caufe,  unlefs  it  be  the  height  of  the 
hill,  about  two  miles  fouth  from  that  point  j  for  after  we  come  to  the  fouth  fide  of  it, 
the  wind  is  not  perceived  to  be  lb  high  as  on  the  north  fide  by  half^ 

It  is  obferved  of  the  eatt  wind,  that  though  it  blow  but  very  gentle  in  the  ifle  of  Skie, 
and  on  the  weft  fide  of  ir,  for  the  fpace  of  ^out  three  or  four  leagues  towards  the  weft, 
yet  as  we  advance  more  wefterly  it  is  fenfibly higher;  and  when  we  come  near  to  the 
coaft  of  the  more  weftern  ifles  of  Ulft,  Harries,  &c.  it  is  obferved  to  blow  very  frefhj 
though  at  the  fame  time  it  is  alnioft  calm  on  the  weft  fide  the  ifle  Skie.  The  wind  is 
attended  with  fair  weather,  both  in  this  and  othpr  weftem  ifles. 

The  fea  in  the  time  of  a  calm  is  obferved  to  have  a  rifing  motion,  before  th6  nonb 
wind  blows,  which  it  has  not  before  the  approaching  of  any  other  wind. 

The  north  wind  is  ftiil  colder,  and  more  deftruflive  to  com,  cattle,  &c.  than  any  other. 

Women  obferve  that  their  breads  contract  to  a  leffer  bulk  when  the  wind  blows  from 
the  north,  and  that  then  they  yield  lefs  milk  than  when  it  blows  from  any  other  quarter; 
and  they  make  the  like  obfervation  in  other  creatures  that  give  milk. 

They  obferve  that  when  the  fea  yields  a  kind  of  pleafant  and  fweet  fcent,  it  is  a  fure 
prefage  of  fair  weather  to  enfue. 

The  wind  in  fummer  blows  dronger  by  land  than  by  fea,  and  the  contrary  in  winter. 
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Iq  the  fummer  the  wind  is  fometimes  obferved  to  blow  from  different  quaVters  at  the 
fame  time  :  I  have  feeii  two  boats  fail  quite  contrary  ways,  until  they  came  within  lefa 
than  a  league  of  each  other,  and  then  one  of  them  was  becalmed,  and  the  other  con- 
tinued to  I'ail  forward. 

The  tide  of  ebb  here  runs  foutherly,  and  the  tide  of  flood  northerly,  where  no  head- 
lands  or  promontories  are  in  the  way  to  interpofe  ;  for  in  fuch  cafes  the  tides  are  ob* 
ferved  to  hold  a  courfe  quite  contrary  to  the  ordinary  motion  in  thefe  ifles,  and  ' 
the  oppofite  main  land  :  this  is  obferved  between  the  ead  Hde  of  Sli.ie  and  the  oppofite 
continent,  where  the  tide  of  ebb  runs  northerly,  and  the  tide  of  flood  foutherly,  as  far 
as  Killach-ftone,  on  .the  fouth-eaft  of  Skie  ;  boih  tides  running  direftly  contrary  to  what 
is  to  be  feen  in  all  the  weftern  ifles  and  oppofite  continent.  The  nativesat  Kylakin 
told  me  that  they  had  feen  three  different  ebbings  fucceffively  On  that  part  of  Skie. 

The  tide  of  ebb  is  always  greater  with  north  winds,  than  when  it  blows  from  any  other 
quarter ;  and  the  tide  of  flood  is  always  higher  with  foutli  winds  than  any  other. 

The  two  chief  fpring-tides  are  on  the  tenth  of  September,  and  on  the  tenth  or  twen- 
tieth  of  March. 

The  natives  are  very  much  difpofed  to  obferve  the  influence  of  the  moon  on  human 
bodies,  and  for  that  caufe  they  never  dig  their  peats  but  in  the  decreafe ;  for  they  ob- 
ferve that  if  they  are  cut  in  the  increafe,  they  continue  dill  moiit,  and  never  bum  clear, 
nor  are  they  without  fmoke,  but  the  contrary  is  daily  obferved  -of  peats  cut  in  the 
decreafe. 

They  make  up  their  earthen  dykes  in  the  decreafe  only,  for  fuch  as  are  made  at  the' 
increafe  are  ftill  obferved  to  fall. 

They  fell  their  timber,  and  cut  their  ruihes  in  time  of  the  decreafe. 

The  Difeafes  known  and  not  known  in  Site  end  the  adjacent  Iflet, 

THE  gout,  corns  in  the  feet,  convulfions,  madnefs,  fits  of  the  mother,  vapours,  palfy, 
lethargy,  rheumatifms,  wens,  ganglions,  king's-evi!,  ague,  furfeits,  and  confumptions 
are  not  frequent,  and  barrennefs  and  abortion  very  rare. 

The  difeafes  that  prevail  here  are  fevers,  ditches,  cholic,  head-ach,  megrim,  jaundice, 
fciatica,  flone,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  rickets,  fciu-vy,  worms,  fluxes^  tooth-ach,  cough,  koA 
fquinance. 

The,  ordinary  remedies  ufed  by  the  natives  are  taken  from  plants,  roots,  ftones,  ani- 
mals, &c. 

To  cure  a  pleurify,  the  letting  of  blood  plentifully  is  an  ordinary  remedy. 

Whey,  in  which  violets  have  been  boiled,  is  ufed  as  a  cooling  and  refrefliing  drink 
for  fuch  as  are  ill  of  fevers.  When  the  patient  has  nqt  a  fweat  duly,  their  fliirt  is 
boiled  in  water,  and  afterwards  put  on  them,  which  caufes  a  fpeedy  fweat.  When  the 
patient  is  very  coftive,  and  without  paflage  by  ftool  or  urine,  or  pafies  the  ordinary  time 
of  fweating  in  fevers,  two  or  three  handfuls  of  the  fea-plant  called  duHe,  boiled  in  a 
little  water,  and  fome  frefli  butter  with  it,  and  the  infufion  drunk,  procures  a  paflage 
both  ways,  and  fweat  fliortly  after :  the  dulfe,  growing  on  (lone,  not  that  on  the  fea- 
vare,i8  only  proper  in  this  cafe. 

To  procure  fleep  after  a  fever,  the  feet,  knees,  and  ancles  of  the  patient  are  wafhed 
in  warm  water,  into  which  a  good  quantity  of  chick-weed  is  put,  and  afterwards  fome 
.  of  the  plant  is  applied  warm  to  the  neck,  and  between  the  flioulders,  as  the  patient  goes 
to  bed. 
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The  tops  6f  nettles,  chopped  fmall,  and  mixed  with  a  few  whites  of  raw  eggs,  applied 
to  the  forehead  and  temples,  by  way  of  a  frontet,  is  ufed  to  procure  fleep. 

Foxglove,  applied  warm  .plaiilerwiTe  to  the  part  affeded,  removes  pains  that  folFow 
after  fevers;         , 

The  fea-plant  linarich  is  ufed  to  procure  fleep,  as  ts  mentioned  among  its  virtues. 

Eriea-biiccifsra  boiled,  a  litlle  in  water,  and  applied  warm  to  the  crown  of  the  head 
and  temples,  is  ufed  likewife  as  a  remedy  to  procure  fleep. 

To  remove  flitches,  when  letting  blood  does  not  prevail,  the  part  affeQed  is  rubbed 
with  aa  ointment  made  of  camomile  and  frelh  butter,  or  of  brandy  with  frefh  butter; 
and  others  apply  a  quantity  of  raw  fcurvy-grafs  chopped  fmall. 

The  fcarlet-ftfver,  which  appeared  in  this  ifle  only  within  thefe  tw6  years  lafl,  is  ordi. 
narily  cured  by  drinking  now  and  then  a  glafs  of  brandy.  If  an  infant  happert  to  be 
taken  with  it,  the  nurfe  drinks  fome  brandy,  which  qualities  the  milk,  ^nd  proves  a  fuc- 
cefsful  remedy. 

T  he  common  alga,  or  fea-ware,  is  yearly  ufed  with  fuccefe,  to  manure  the  fruit-trees 
in  Sir  Donald  Macdonald's  orchard  at  Armidill :  feveral  afBrm  that  if  a  quantity  of 
'  fea.ware  be  ufed  about  the  roots  of  fruit-trees,  whofe  growth  is  hindered  by  the  fea  air, 
'  this  will  make  them  grow  and  pfoduce  fruit. 

Head-ach  is  removed  by  taking  raw  dulfe  and  linarich  applied  cold  by  wiy  of  plaifter 
to  the  temples.     This  likewife  Js  ufed  as  a  romedy  to  remove  the  megrim. 

The  jaundice  is  cured  by  the  vu!i;ar  as  follows  :  the  patient  being  .(tripped  naked  be- 
hind to  the  middle  of  the  back,  he  who  a£ts  the  furgeon's  part  marks  the  eleventh  bone 
from  the  rump  on  the  back  with  a  black  llroke,  in  order  to  touch  it  with  his  tongs,  as 
'meniioned  already. 

Sciatica  is  cured  by  applying  the  cafe  with  the  fat  of  the  carara-fowl  to  the  thigh  bone; 
and  it  mud  not  be  removed  from  thence  till  the  cure  is  performed. 

Flamula-javis,  or  fpire-wort,  being  cut  fmall,  and  a  limpet-fltell  filled  with  it,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  thigh  bone,  caufes  a  bliiter  to  rife  about  the  bignefs  of  an  egg ;  which  being 
cut,  a  quantity  of  watery  matter  ifTues  from  it :  the  bliHer  rits  three  times,  and  being 
emptied  as  often,  the  ci^re  is  pei-formed.  The  fea-plant  linarich  is  applied  to  the  place, 
to  cure  and  dry  the  wound. 

Crow-foot  of  the  moor  is  more  e0e3ua1  for  railing  a  blifler,  and  curing  the  fciatica, 
than  Jlamula-jovis~,  for  that  fometimes  fails  of  breaking  or  raifing  the  fluD,  but  the  crow> 
foot  Itfldom  tails. 

Several  of  the  common  people'  have  the  boldnefs  to  venture  upon  the j^amH/a /«;»>, 
infteau  of  a  purge :  they  take  a  little  of  the  infulion,  and  drink  it  in  melted  frelh  butter, 
as  the  propereft  vehicle  ;  and  this  preferves  the  throat  from  being  excoriated. . 

For  the  ftone  they  drink  water-gruel  without  fait :  they  likewire  eat  allium,  or  wild 
garhck,  afid  drink  the  mfiiflon  of  it  boiled  in  water,  which  they  find  effeSual  both  ways. 
The  infu(ion  of  the  fea  plant  dulfe  boiled  is  alfo  good  againd  the  flone ;  as  is  likewife 
the  broth  of  wilksand  limpets :  and  againft  (he  cholic,  codivenefs,  and  ditches,  a  quan- 
tity of  fcurvy-grafs  boiled  in  water,  with  fome  frefh  butter  added,  and  eaten  for  fome 
,  days,  is  an  effeiVual  remedy. 

To  kill  worms,  the  infiifion  of  tanfy  in  whey  or  aquavitie,  takeii  fading,  is  an  ordi- 
nary medicine  with  the  iflatiders. 

Caryophylata  alpma  chamedreos  fal :  it  grows  on  marble  in  divers  parts,  ^bout  Chrift- 
Church  in  Strath;  never  obferved, before  in  Britain,  and  but  once  in  Ireland,  by 
Mr.  Hiaton.     Morifon*sHJft.  Ray  Synopfis,  137.  -         - 
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Carmel,  alias  KnapTiarJ,  by  Mr.  James  Sutherland  called  ArgalHis  SylvatUut :  it  haa 
a  blue  ilowerin  July  ;  the  plant  itfelfis  not  ufcd,  but  the  root  is  eaten  to  exp^l  wind: 
and  they  fay  if  prevents  drunkennefs,  by  frequent  chewing  of  it ;  and  being  fo  ufed, 
f^ives  a  good  relifh  to  all  liquors,  milk  only  excepfted.  It  is  aromatick,  and  the  natives 
prefer  it  to  rpice,  for  brewing  Aquavita;  the  root  will  keep  for  fliariy  years  :  fomefay 
that  it  is  cordial,  and  allays  hunger. 

•  Shiinnis  is  a.  plant  highly  valued  by  the  natives,  who, cat  it  raw,  and  alfo  boiled  with 
fifli,  (lefh,  and  milk  :  it  is  ufed  as  a  -fovereign  remedy  to  cure  the  fheep  of  the  cough  j 
the  root  eaten  falling,  expels  wind  :  it  was  not  known  in  Britain,  except  in  the  north 
-well  iflcs,  and  fomc  parts  of  the-oppofite  continent.  Mr.  James  Sutherland  fent  it  to 
prance  fome  years  ago. 

A  quantity  of  wild  fage  chewed  between  one's  teeth,  and  put  into  the  ears  of  cows  or 
fiieep  that  become  blind,  cures  them,  and  perfeftly  reftores  their  fight ;  of  Vhich  there 
are  many  freOi  inftances  both  in  Skie  and  Harries,  by  perfons  of  great  integrity. 

A  quantity  of  wild  fage  choped  fmall,  and  eaten  by  horfes  mixed  with  theii'  corn,  kills 
"worms  ;  the  iiorfe  mutt  not  drink  for  ten  hours  after  eating  it.  ' 

The  infufion  of  wild  fage  after  the  fame  manner,  produces  the  like  effeft. 
,  Wild  fage  cut  fmall,  and  mixed  among  oats  given  to  a  horfe  fading,  and  kept  mth- 
out  drink  for  feven  or  eight  hours  after,  kills  worms. 

t'iuxes  are  cured  by  taking  now  and  then  a  fpooaful  of  the  fyrup  of  blue  berries 
that  grow  on  the-Mertillus. 

Plantain  boiled  in  water,  and  the  heftic-Aone  heated  red  hot  qu«iched  in  the  fame,  is 
fuccefsfully  ufed  forfluxes. 

Some  cure  the  tooth-ach,  by  applying  a  little  of  the  J}amu!aJovh,  ia  a  limpet-fliell,  to 
the  temples. 

A  green  turf  heated  am<Hig  embers,  aS  hdt  as  can  be  endured,  and  by  the  patient  xp* 
plied  to  the  fide  of  the  head  affe£ted,  is  likewife  ufed  for  the  looth-ach. 

For  coughs  and  colds,  water  gruel  with  a  little  butter  is  the  ordinary  cure. 

For  coughs  and  hoarlenels,  they-ufe  to  bathe  the  feet  in  warm  water,  for  the  fpace  of 
a  quarter -of  an  hour  at  leaft  j  and  then  rub  a  little  quantity  of  deer's  greafe  (the  older 
the  better)  to  the  foles  of  their  feet  by  the  fire  ;  the  deer"*s  greafe  alone  is  fufficient  in 
the  morning  :  and  this  method  muft  be  continued  until  the  cure  Js  performed.  And  it 
may  be  ufed  by  young  or  old,  except  women  with  child,  for  the  firft  four  months,  and 
fuch  as  are  troubled  with  vapours. 

Harts-tongue  and  Maiden-hair,  boiled  in  wort,  and  the  ale  drunk,  is  ufed  for  coughs 
and  confumptions. 

Milk  or  waterj  wherein  the  heftic-ftone  hath  been  boiled  or  quenched  red-hot,  and 
being  taken  for  ordinary  drink,  is  alfo  efficacious  againfl  a  confumption. 

The  hands  and  feet  often  walhed  in  water,  in  which  the  he^c  ftone  has  been  boiled, 
is  efteemed  reftorative. 

Yarrow  with  the  heflic  ftone  boiled  in  milk,  and  frequently  drunk,  is  ufed  for  con- 
fumptions. 

Water-gruel  is  alfo  found  by  experience  to  be  good  for  confumptions ;  it  purifies  the 
blood,  and  procures  appetite,  when  drunk  without  fait. 

There  is  a-fmith  in  the  parilh  of  Kil-martin,  who  is  reckoned  a  doftor  for- curing 
fainlnefsofthe  fpirits.     Thishe  performs  in  ihefollowing  manner: 

The  patient  being  laid  on  the  anvil  with  his  face  uppcrmoft,  the  fmith  takes  -a  big 

hammer  in  both  hands,  and  making  his  face  all  grimace,  he  approaches  his  patient ; 

anJ^then  drawing  his  hammer  from  the  ground,  as  if  defigned  to  hit  him  with  his  full 
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ftrenpthonhis  forehead,  he  ends  in  a  feint,  elfehe  would  befureto  cure  the -patient  of 
all  difeafes  :  but  the  ftnith  being  accuftomed  to  the  performance,  has  a  dexterity  of 
managing  his  hammer  with  difcrelion  ;  though  at  the  fame  lime  he  mufl:  do  it  fo  as  to 
ftrtkt.-  terror  in  the  patient :  and  this  they  fay  has  always  the  defigned  effect. 

The  fmith  is  famous  for  hia  pedigree  ;  for  it  has  been  obferved  of  a  long  time,  that 
there  has  been  but  one  unly  child  born  in  the  family,  and  that  always  a  fon,  and  whea 
he  arrived  to  man's  eftale,  the  hlhcr  died  prefently  after  :  the  prefent  fmith  njakes  up 
the  thirteenth  generation  of  that  race  of  people  who  are  bread  to  be  fmiths,  and  all  of 
,  them  pretend  to  this  cure. 

///ijfa  ^-7^0.  or  twilling  of  the  guts,  has  been  feveral  times  cured  by  drinking  a  draught 
of  cold  water,  with  a  little  oatmeal  in  it,  and  then  hanging  the  patient  by  the  heels  for  fome 
time.  The  lad  inflance  in  Skie  was  by  John  Momfon,  in  the  village  of  Talilker,  who 
by  this  remedy  alone  cured  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age.  Dr.  Pitcaim  told  me,  that 
the  like  cure  had  been  performed  in  the  fliireofFife  for  the  fame  difeafe.  A  cataplafnt 
ofhotdulfe,  with  its  juice,  applied  feveral  times  to -the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  curexl  the  ' 


The  fea  plant  dulfe  is  ufed,  as  is  faid  above,  to  remove  choltcks ;  and  to  remove  that 
didemper  and  coiUvenefs,  a  little  quantity  ef  frefh  butter,  and  fome  fcurvy-grafs  boiled, 
and  eaten  with  its  infufion,  is  an  ufual  and  efiedual  remedy. 

A  large  handful  of  the  fea-plant  dulfe,  growing  upon  ftone,  being  applied  outwardly, 
as  is  mentioned  above,  afi;ainft  the  iiiacapajio,  takes  away  the  aiter-birth  with  great  eafe 
and  fafely ;  this  remedy  is  to  be  r^>eated  until  it  produce  the  defired  efie^,  though  fome 
hours  may  be  intermitted :  the  frelher  the  dulfe  is,  the  opention  is  the  ftronger ;  for  if 
it  is  above  two  or  three  days  old,  little  is  to  be  expeded  from  it  in  this  cafe.  This  plant 
feldom  or  never  fails  of  fuccefs,  though  the  patient  had  been  delivered  feveral  days  be- 
fore ;  and  of  this  I  have  lately  feen  an  extraordinary  inftance  at  Edinburgh  in  Scotland, 
when  the  patient  was  given  over  as  dead. 

Dulfe,  being  eaten  raw  or  boiled,  is  by  daily  experience  found  to  be  an  excellenta  an 
tifcorbutic  j  it  is  better  raw  in  this  cafe,  and  muft  be  firft  waihed  in  cold  water. 

For  a  frafture,  the  firft  thing  they  apply  to  a  broken  bone,  is  the  white  of  an  egg, 
and  fome  barley  tneal ;  and  then  they  tie  fplinters  round  it,  and  keq)  it  fo  tied  for  fome 
days.  When  the  fplinters  are  untied,  they  make  ufe  of  the  foilowinfj  ointment,  viz.  a  - 
like  quantity  of  betenica  pauli,  St-  Joim's  wort,  golden-rod,  all  cut  and  bruifed  in  fheeps' 
greafe,  or  frefh  butter,  to  a  confidence ;  fome  of  this  they  fpread  on  a  cloth,  and  lay  on, 
the  wound,  which  continues  untied  for  a  few  days. 

Giben  of  St.  Kilda,  i.  e.  the  fat  of  fea  fowls  made  into  a  pudding  in  the  ftomachofthe, 
fowl,  is  alfoan  approved  vulnerary  for  manorbeaft. 

The  vulgar  make  purges  of  ihe  infufion  of  fcurvy-grafs,  and  fome  frefli  butter ;  and 
this  they  continue  to  take  for  the  fpace  of  a  week  or  two,  becaufe  it  is  mild  in  its  ope- 
ration. 

They  ufc  the  infufion  of  the  fea-plant  dulfe,  after  the  fame  manner,  inftead  of  a 
purge. 

tyes  that  are  blood-fliot,  or  become  blind  for  fome  days,  are  .cured  here  by  applying 
fome  blades  of  the  plant  fern,  and  the  yellow  is  by  them  reckoned  beft  ;  this  they  mix 
with  the  white  of  an  egg,  and  lay  it  on  fome  coarle  fiax  —  and  the  egg  next  to  the  face 
and  bro\vs,  and  the  patient  is  ordered  to  lieon  his  back. 

To  ripen  a  tumor,  or  boil,  they  cut  female  jacobea  fmall,  mix  it  with  fome  frefli  but- 
ter on  a  hot  ftone,  and  apply  it  warm;  and  this  ripens  and  draws  the  tumor  cjuickly, 
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and  without  pun :  ttie  fame  remedy  is  ufed  for  women's  brealts  that  are  hard,  or 
fwelled.  ,  .  .      ^ 

For  taking  the  fyrom^  out  of  the  hands,  they  ufe  allies  of  burnt  fea-ware,  mixed  with 
fait  water  ;  and  vafhing  their  hands  in  it,  without  drying  them,  it  kills  the  worms.     . 

BuiTit  afhes  of  fea>ware  preferve  cbeefe  inflead  of  fait ;  which  is  frequently  pra^fed 
in  this  ifle.  Aihes  of  burnt  fea-ware  fcower  flaxen  thread  better,  and  make  it  whiter 
than  any  thing  elfe. 

-  When  their  feet  are  fwelled  and  benumbed  with  cold,  they  fcarify  their  heels  with  a 
lancet.' 

They  make  glifters  of  the  plant  Mercury,  and  fome  of  the  vulgar  ufe  it  asapurge,for 
which  it  ferves  both  ways. 

They  make  gliflers  alio  of  the  roots  of  flags,  water,  and  fait  butter. 

They  have  found  opt  a  ftrange  remedy  for  fuch  as  could  never  eafe  nature  at  fea'by 
ftool  or  urine :  there  were  three  fuch  men  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary's  in  Trotiernefs, 
two  of  them  I  knew,  to  wit,  John  Mac-Phade,  and  Finlay  Mac-Phade ;  they  lived  on  the 
coall,  and  went  often  a  flfhing,  and  after  they  had  fpent  fome  nine  or  ten  hours  at  fea, 
their  bellies  would  fwell :  for  after  alt  their  endeavours  to  get  palTage  either  ways,  it 
was  iinpraflicable  until  they  came  to  land,  and  then  they  found  no  difficuhy  in  the  thing. 
This  was  a  great  inconvenience  to  any  boat's  crew  in  which  either  of  thefe  three  men 
had  been  Bfhing,  for  it  obliged  them  often  to  forbear  when  the  filhing  was  mod  pleott- 
'  full  and  to  row  to  the  fliore  with  any  of  thefe  men  that  happened  to  become  Tick ;  lor 
landing  was  the  only  remedy.  At  length  one  of  their  companions  thought  of  an  ez< 
periment  to  remove  this  inconvenience  j  he  conlidered,  that  when  any  of  thefe  men  had 
got  their  feet  on  dry  ground,  they  could  then  eafe  nature  with  as  much  freedom  as  any 
other  perfon  j  and  therefore  he  carried  a  large  green  turf  of  earth  to  the  boat,  and 
placed  the  green  fide  uppermofl,  without  telling  the  reafon.  One  of  thefe  men  who  wa» 
fubjefl  to  the  infirmity  above-mentioned,  perceiving  an  earthen  turf  in  the  boat,  was 
furprized  at  the  fight  of  it,  and  enquired  for  what  purpofe  it  was  brought  thither  ?  He 
that  laid  it  there  anfwered,  that  he  had  done  it  to  ferve  him,  and  that  when  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  eafe  nature,  he  might  find  himfelf  on  land,  though  he  was  at  fea.  The  other 
took  this  as'  an  affront,  fo  that  from  words  they  came  to  blows :  their  fellows  with 
much  ado  did  feparate  them,  and  blamed  htm  that  brought  the  turf  into  the  boat,  fmce 
fuch  a  fancy  could  produce  no  other  effect  than  a  quarrel.  All  of  them  employed  their 
time  eagerly  in  Bfhing,  until  fome  hours  after,  that  the  angry  man,  who  before  was  fo 
much  affronted  at  the  turf,  was  fo  ill  of  the  fwelling  of  his  belly  as  ufual,  that  he 
begged  the  crew  to  row  to  the  fhore,  but  this  was  very  difobliging  to  them  alt.  He 
that  intended  to  try  the  experiment  uith  the  turf,  bid  the  Tick  man  lland  on  it,  and  he 
might  expeft  to  have  fuccefs  by  it ;  but  he  refufed,  and  ftiil  refented  the  affront  which 
he  thought  was  intended  upon  him :  but  at  laft  all  the  boat's  crew  urged  him  to  try 
what  the  turf  might  produce,  fince  it  could  not  make  him  worfe  than  he  was.  The 
man  being  in  great  pain,  was  by  their  repeated  importunities  prevailed  upon  to  f^and 
with  his  feet  on  the  turf;  and  it  had  the  wi0ied  effed,  for  nature  became  obedieirt 
_  both  ways :  and  then  the  angry  man  changed  his  note,  for  he  thanked  his  doftor,  whom 
he  had  lome  hours  before  beat.  And  from  that  time  none  of  thefe  three  men  ever  went 
tfffea  without  a  green  turf  in  the  boat,  which  proved  effeftual.  This  is  matter  of  faft 
fufficiently  known  and  attefted  by  the  better  part  qf  the  parithioncrs  ftill  ItTlng  upon  the 
place. 

The 
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The  ancient  way  the  iflanders  ufed  to  procure  fweat,  was  thus :  a  part  of  an  earthen 

floor  was  covered  with  fire,  and  when  it  was  fufficiently  heated,  the  fire  was  taken  away, 

'  and  the  ground  covered  with  a  heap  of  ftraw  ;  upon  this  draw  a  quantity  of  water  w^.s 

poured,  and  the  patient  lying  on  the^  ftraw  ;  the  heat  of  it  put  his  whole  body  into  a 

fweat. 

To  caufe  any  particular  part  of  his  body  to  fweat,  they  dig  an  hole  in  an  earthen 
floor,  and  fill  it  with  hazei  Hicks,  and  dry  ruQies;  above  tbefe  they  put  a  he£lick-(tone. 
red  hot,  and  pouring  fome  water  into  the  hole,  the  patient  holds  the  part'afieded  over 
it,  and  this  procures  a  fpeedy  fweat. 

Their  common  way  of  procuring  fweat  is  by  drinking  a  large  draught  of  water-gruel 
with  fome  butter,  as  they  go  to  bed. 

Of  the  variota  Effects  of  Fifties  onfeveral  Conjiitulhns  in  ihefe  Ifiands. 

Dongal  Mac-Ewan  became  feverifli  always  after  eating  of  fifh  of  any  kind,  except 
thomback  and  dog-fifli. 

A  ling  fifii  having  brown  fpots  on  the  fkin,  caufes  fuch  as  eat  of  its  liver,  to  caft  thar 
{kin  from  head  to  foot.  This  happened  to  three  children  in  the  hamlet  of  Talifkir,  after 
eating  the  liver  of  a  brown  fpotted  ling. 

Finlay  Rofs  and  his  fomily*  in  the  parifli  of  Uge,  having  eaten  a  frefli  lirig  fifli,  with 
brown  fpots  on  its  fkin,  he  and  they  became  indifpofed  and  feverifh  for  fome  few  days, 
and  in  a  httle  time  after  they  were  bliftered  all  over.  They  iay  that  whm  the  frefli  ling 
is  falted  a  few  days,  it  has  no  fuch  effeft. 

There  was  a  horfe  in  the  village  Bretill,  which  had  the  erection  backward,  conttary 
to  all  other  of  its  kind. 

A  weaver  in  Portrie  has  a  faculty  of  ere£Hng  and  letting  fall  his  ears  at  pleafuw,  and 
opens  and  (huts  his  mouth  on  fuch  occafions. 

A  boy  in  the  cadle  of  Duntulm,  called  Mifler  to  a  by-name,  hath  a  pain  and  fwelting 
in  his  great  toe  at  any  change  of  the  moon,  and  it  continues  only  for  the  fpace  of  one 
day,  or  two'  at  mofl. 

Allen  Mac-leod,  being  about  ten  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill  of  a  pain  which  moved 
-from  one  part  of  his  body  to  another,  and  where  it  wa.>  felt,  the  Ikin  appeared  blue ;  it 
came  to  his  toe,  thigh,  telticles,  arms  and  head :  when  the  boy  was  bathed  in  warm 
water,  he  found  mod  eafe.  The  hinder'  part  of  his  head,  which  was  laft  affefled,  had  a 
little  fwelling  ;  and  a  woman  endeavouring  to  fqueeze  the  humour  out  of  it,  by  bnifing 
it  on  each  fide  with  her  nails,  {he  forced  out  at  the  fame  time  a  little  animal  near  an  inch 
in  length,  having  a  white  head  (harp  pointed,  the  reft  of  its  body  of  a  red  colour,  and 
fiili  of  fmfill  feet  on  each  fide.  Animals  of  this  fort  have  been  feen  in  the  head  and 
legs  of  feveral  perfons  in  the  ifles,  arid  are  diflinguiflied  by  the  nan^e  of  Fillian. 

Teaji,  bow  preferved  by  ihe  Na!ives> 
A  rod  of  oak,  of  four,  five,  fix  or  eight  inches  about,  twilled  round  like  a  wyth* 
boiled  in  wort,  and  well  dried  and  kept  in  a  little  bundle  of  barley-ftraw,  and  being 
fteeped  again  in  wort,  caufeth  it  to  ferment,  and  procures  yeaft  :  the  rod  is  cut  before 
<he  middle  of  May,  and  is  frequently  ufed  to  fiimifh  yeaft;  and  being  preferved  and 
ufed  in  this  manner,  it  ferves  for  many  years  together.  I  have  feen  the  experiment 
tried,  and  was  (hewed  a  piece  of  a  thick  wyth,  which  hath  been  preferved  for  making 
ale  with,  ft>r  about  twenty  or  ihirtj'  years. 
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T/je  Rffe^s  ofeirt'm^  Hemkck-Roet. 

Fergus  Kaird,  an  empiric,  living  in  the  village  Talilker,  having  by  a  miftake  eaten 
a  hemlock  rout  indead  of  the  white  wild  carrot;  his  eyes  did  prefently  roll  afiout, 
his  countenance  became  very  pale,  his  fi^ht  had  almoft  failed  him,  the  frame  of  his 
body  was  all  iii  a  itrange  convulfion,  and  his  pudenda  retired  fo  inw;m1lv,  that  there 
was  no  difceming  whether  he  had  then  been  male  or  female.  All  the  remedy  f;iven 
him  in  this  flate  was  a  draught  of  hot  milk,  and  a  little  aqua-vita  added  to  it ;  which 
he  no  fooner  drank,  but  he  vomited  prefently  after,  yet  the  root  ftill  remained  in  his 
ftomach.  They  continued  to  adminifter  the  fame  remedy  for  the  fpace  of  four  or  6ve 
hours  Together,  but  in  vain;  and  about  an  hour  after  they  ceafed  to  give  him  any 
thing  he  voided  the  root  by  ilool,  and  then  was  reftored  to  his  former  ftate  of  heahh : 
he  is  ftilt  living,  for  any  thing  I  know,  and  is  of  a  (Irong  healthful  cooftituiion. 

Some  few  years  ago,  all  the  flax  in  the  barony  of  Trotemefs  was  over-run  with  a 
great  quantity  of  green  worms,  which  in  a  few  days  would  have  deftroyed  it,  had  not 
a  flock  of  ravens  made  a  tour  round  the  ground  where  the  flax  grew,  for  the  fpace  of 
fourteen  miles,  and  eat  up  the  worms  in  a  very  fliort  time. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ille  are  generally  well  proportioned,  and  their  complexion  ts 
ior  the  moll  part  black.  They  are  not  (^iged  to  art  in  forming  their  bodies,  for 
nature  never  fails  to  ad  her  part  bountifully  to  them  ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  part  of 
the  habitable  globe  where  fo  few  bodily  imperfe^ons  are  to  be  feen,  nor  any  children 
that  go  more  early.  1  have  obferved  feveral  of  them  walk  alone  before  they  were  ten 
inooths  old  :  they  are  bathed  all-over  every  morning  and  evening,  fome  in  cold,  fome 
in  warm  water;  but  the  latter  is  moft  commonly  uifed,  and  they  wear  nothing  flrait 
about  them.  The  mother  generally  fuckles  the  child,  failing  of  w!uch,  n  ni/rle  is 
provided,  for  they  feldom  bring  up  any  by  hand  i  they  give  new-bom  infants  frefh 
butter  to  take  away  the  miccniutn,  and  this  they  do  for  feveral  days ;  they  tafte  nei- 
ther fugar  nor  cinnamon,  nor  have  they  any  daily  allowance  of  fack  beftowed  on  them, 
as  the  cudom  is  elfewhere,  nor  is  the  nurfe  allowed  to  talle  ale. 

The  generaliiy  wear  neither  Ihoes  nor  ftockings  before  they  are  feven,  eight,  or  ten 
years  okl ;  and  many  among  th?m  wear  no  night-caps  before  they  are  fixteen  years  old, 
and  upwards;  fome  ufe  none  all  their  l;fe*time,  and  thefe  are  not  fo  liable  to  head- 
aches as  others  that  keep  their  heads  warm. 

,  They  ufe  nothing  by  way  of  prevention  of  ficknefs,  obferving  it  as  a  rule  to  do  little 
or  nothing  of  that  nature.  The  abilemioufnefs  of  the  niothers  is  no  fmall  advantage 
to  the  children :  they  are  a  very  prolific  people,  fo  that  many  of  their  numerous  iffue 
mul  feek  their  fortune,  on  the  continent,  and  not  a  few  in  furslgn  countries,  for  want 
of  employment  at  home.  When  they  are  any  way  fatigued  by  tmvel,  or  otherways, 
they  fail  not  to  bathe  their  feet  in  warm  water,  wherein  red  mols  has  been  boiled,  and 
rub  them  with  it  going  to  bed. 

The  andent  culiom  of  rubbing  the  body  by  a  warm  hand  oppofite  to  the  fire,  is 
now  laid  afide,  except  from  the  lower  part  d£  the  thigh  downwards  to  the  ancle  ;  thia 
they  rub  before  and  behind,  in  cold  weather,  and  at  going  to  bed;  Their  fimple  diet 
conlributeii  much  to  their  ftate  of  heaUh,  and  long  life  ;  feveral  among  them  of  my  ac- 
quaintance arrived  at  the  age  of  eighty,  ninety,  and  upwards  ;  but  the  Lady  Macleod 
lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years :  fke  had  then  a  comely  head  of  hair, 
'  and  a  cafe  of  good  teeth,  and  always  enjoyed  the  free  ufe  of  her  underftanding,  until 
die  week  in  which  flie  died. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  this  and  all  theWeftern  lilesdowear  their  (hoes  after  Mr.  Locke's 
mode,  in  his  Book  of  Education ;  and,  among  other  great  advantages  by  it,  they  reckon 
tbefe  two,  that  they  are  never  troubled  with  the  gout,  or  corns  in  their  feet. 

They  lie  for  the  mod  pari  on  beds  of  ftraw,  and  fome  on  beds  of  heath ;  which 
latter  being  made  after  their  way,  with  the  tops  uppermoft,  are  atmoft  as  foft  as  a  fea- 
ther-bed, and  yield  a  pleafant  fcent  after  lying  on  them  once.  The  natives  by  experi- 
ence have  found  it  to  be  efFeftual  for  drying  fupeHluous  humours,  and  ftrengthening 
the  nerves.  It  is  very  refrefiiing  after  a  fatigue  of  any  kind.  The  Pifls  are  faid  to 
have  had  an  art  of  brewing  curious  ale  with  the  tops  of  heath,  but  they  refufed  to 
communicate  it  to  the  Scots,  and  fo  it  is  quite  loll. 

A  native  of  this  ifle  requires  treble  the  dofe  of  phyfic  that  will  ferve  one  living  in  the 
fouth  of  ScctUiKl  for  a  purge;  yet  an  iflander  is  eafier  purged  in  the  foulh  than  at 
home.  Iholie  of  the  belt  rank  are  eafier  wrought  on  by  purging  medicines  than  the 
vulgar. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  aH  people  eafieft  cured  of  green  wounds ;  they  are  not  fo 
Bable  lo  fevers  as  others  on  luji  occafions  ;  and  they  never  cut  off  arm  or  leg,  though 
never  fo  ill  broke,  and  take  the  freedom  to  venture  on  all  kind  of  meat  and  drink, 
contrary  to  all  rule  in  fuch  cafes,  and  yet  commonly  recover  of  their  wounds. 

Many  of  the  natives,  upon  ocafion  of  ficknefs,  are  difpofed  to  try  experiments,  in 
which  they  fucceed  fo  well,  that  I  could  not  hear  of  the  lead  inconvenience  attending 
their  prance.  I  (hall  only  bring  one  inftance  more  of  this,  and  that  is  of  the  ilUte* 
rate  empiric  Neil  Beaton  in  Skie  ;  who  of  late  is  fo  well  known  in  the  illes  and  conti- 
nent,  for  his  great  fuccels  in  curing  feveral  dangerous  diftempers,  though  he  never  ap- 
peared in  the  quality  of  a  phyfician  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  then 
alfo  without  the  advantage  of  education.  He  pretends  to  judge  of  the  various  quali- 
ties of  plants  and  roots,  by  their  different  talles ;  he  has  likewile  a  nice  obfervation  on 
the  colours  of  their  flowers,  from  which  he  learns  their  aftringent  and  loofening  qua- 
lilies  J  he  exiraSs  the  }uice  of  plants  and  roots,  ai'ter  achymical  way  peculiar  to  him-' 
felf,  and  with  little  or  no  charge. 

He  confiders  his  patients'  conftitution  before  any  medicine  is  adminiftered  to  them  ; 
aad  hti  has  formed  fuch  a  fyltem  for  curing  difeafes,  as  ferves  for  a  rule  to  him  upon 
all  oc»fions  of  this  nature. 

He  treats  Riverius's  Lil'ium  Medicina,  and  fome  other  praftical  pieces  that  he  has 
heard  of,  with  contempt ;  fmce  in  feveral  iuftances  it  appears  that  their  methods  of' 
curing  hz-  failed  where  his  had  good  fuccefs. 

Some  of  the  difeafes  cured  by  him  are  as  follows  :  running  fores  in  legs  and"  arms, 
grievous  head-aches  ;  he  had  the  boldnefs  to  cut  a  piece  out  of  a  woman's  fitull  broader 
ttaa  half  a  crown,  and  by  this  reftored  her  to  [>erfeft  health.  A  gentlewoman  of  my 
acquaintaince  having  contra£led  a'dangerous  pain  In  her  belty,  fome  days  after  her  de- 
livery of  a  child,  and  feveral  medicines  being  lifed,  (he  was  thought  paft  recovery,  if 
(he  continued  in  that  condition  a  few  hours  longer ;  at  laft  this  doftor  happened  to 
come  there,  and  being  employed,  applied  a  fimpie  plant  to  the  part  affeded,,  anti  re- 
(tored  the  patient  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  application. 

One  of  his  patients  told  me  that  he  fent  him  a  cap  interlined  with  fome  fee^, 
ice.  to  wear  for  the  cough,  which  it  removed  in  a  tittle  time ;  and  it  had  the  like  effe& 
upon  his  brother. 

The  fuccefs  attending  this  man's  cures  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  feveral  people 

thought  his  performances  to  have  proceeded  rather  from  a  compact  with  the  devil,  than 

from  the  virtue  of  fimples.    To  obviate  this,  Mr.  Beaton  pretends  to  have  had  fonw 
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educaiion  from  his  father,  though  he  died  when  he  hmifeif  was  but  a  boy.  I  haVc  dif- 
courfed  with  him  ferioufly  at  different  rimes,  and  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  he  iifes  no  un- 
lawful mepns  for  obtaining  his -end- 

I-Jis  difcourfe  of  the  feveral  conftitmJons,  the  qualities  of  plants,  &c.  was  more  foh'd 
than  could  have  been  expelled  from  one  of  his  educaiion.  Sevenil  lick  people  from 
remote  iflcs  came  to  him  ;  and  fome  from  the  (hire  of  Rofs,  at'  feventy  miles  diilance, 
fent  for  hi?  advice  :  I  left  him  very  fuccefeful,  but  can  give  no.furiher  account  of  hiiii 
iince  that  time. 

They  are  generally  a  very  (iigacious  people,  quick  of  apprehenfion,  and  even  the 
vulgar  exceed  all  thofe  of  their  rank  and  education  I  ever  yrt  faw  in  any  other  country. 
They  have  a  great  genius  for  mufic  and  mechanics.  I  have  obferved  feveral  of  th<;ir 
children,  that,  before  ihey  could  fpeak,  were  capable  to  diftinguifh  and  make  choice 
-of  one  tune  before  another  upon  the  violin ;  for  they  always  appeared  uneafy  until 
the  tune  which  they  fancied  belb  waK  played,  and  then  they  eitprell'ed  their  fatisfa£lion 
by  the  motions  of  their  head  and  hands. 

There  are  feveral  of  them  who  invent  tunes  very  taking  in  the  fouth  of  Scotlarid, 
and  elfewhere :  fome  muficians  have  endeavoured  to  pafs  for  firit  invenlers  of  tht'm  ■ 
by  changhig  their  name,  but  this  has  been  imprafticable ;  for  whatever  lanyuaj^e  gives 
the  modem  name,  the  tune  dill  cdntinues  to  fpeak  its  true  original :  and  of  this  1  have 
been  Ihewed  feveral  inftances. 

Some  of  the  natives  are  very  dexterous  in  engraving  tr&es,  birds,  deer,  -do^,  &c. 
■Upon  hone,  and  horn,  or  wood,  without  any  other  tool  than  a  fharp-pointed  kntfe. 

Several  of  both  fexps  have  a  quick  vein  of  poefy,  and,  in  their  language,  (which  is 
.very  emphatic)  they  compofe  rhyme  and  verfe,  both  which  powerfully  afftft  the  fancy : 
and,  in  my  judgment,  (which  is  not  fingular  in  this  matter,)  with.3s  great  force  as  that 
of  any  ancient  or  modem  poet  I  ever  yet  read..  They  have  generally  -very  retentive 
memories,  they  fee  things  at  a  great  didance.  The  unhappinefs  of  their  education, 
and  their  want  of  converfe  with  foreign  nations,  deprives  them  of  the  opportunity  to 
cultivate  and  beautify  their  genius,  which  feems  to  have  been  formed  by  Nature  for 
great  attainments.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  their  relirednels  may  be  rather  thought  an 
advantage,  at  lead  to  their  better  part :  according  to  that  of  the  hiftorian  ;  Plus  va/ait 
apud  hot  ignorantla  •viticrum,  quam  apud  Graces  omnia  prccepta  pbllofophorum  :  "  The  ig- 
jiorance  of  vices  is  more  powerful  among  thofe,  than  all  the  precepts  of  philofophy  are 
among  the  Greeks." 

For  they  are  to  this  day  happily  ignorant  of  many  vices  that  are  pradired  in  the 
learned  ami  polite  world  :  I  could  mention  feveral,  for  which  they,  have  not  as  yet  got 
.a  name,  or  fo  much  as  a  notion  of  them. 

The  diet  generally  ufed  by  the  natives  confifts  of  frefli  food,  for  they  feldom  tafte 
ar.y  that  is  falted,  except  butter;  the  generality  eat  but  little  flefli,  and  only  perfons 
of  did'oilion  tfftit  every  day,  and  make  three  meals,  for  ail  the  reft  eat  only  two,  and 
they  eat  more  boiled  than  roafted.  Their  ordinary  diet  is  butter,  cheefe,  milk,  pota- 
toes, colworts,  brochan,  (".  tf.  oatmeal  and  water  boiled ;  the  latter  taken  witii-fome 
bread  is  the  conftant  food  of  feveral  thoufands  of  both  fexes  in  this  and  other  iilea, 
during  the  wimer  and  fpring  :  yet  they  undergo  many  fatigues  both  by  faa  and  land, 
and  are  very  healthful.  This  veri6es  what  the  poet  faith,  Popuus/at  ejk  iympbaque  Cu 
refqve  :  Nature  is  faiisfied  with  bread  and  waier. 

There  is  no  place  fo  well  ftored  with  fuch  great  quantity  of  good  beef  and  mutton, 
where  fo  little  is  confumed  by  eating.  They  generally  ufp  no  fine  fauces  to  entice  a 
■faUe  appetite,  nor  brandy  or  tea  for  digeftlon.;  thepurelt  water  fcrves  them  .in  fuch 
fi  .  cafes: 
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cafes :  this,  together  with  their  ordinary  exercife,  and  the  free  air,  preferves  their  bo- 
dies and  minds  in  a  regular  frame,  free  Irom  the  various  convulsions  that  ordinarily  at- 
tend luxury.     There  is  not  one  of  them  too  corpulent,  nor  too  meagre. 

.  The  men-fervants  have  always  double  the  quantity  of  bread,  tec.  that  is  given  to 
women-fervanis }  at  which  the  latter  are  no  ways,  offended,  in  regard  of  the  many 
iati^ues  by  fea  and  land,  which  the  former  undergo. 

Oen,  which  in  Englifh  fignities  froth,  is  a  diih  ufed  by  feveral  of  the  iHanders,  and 
fome  on  the  Qppofiie  main-Taod,  in  time  of  fcarcity,  when  they  want  bread  ;  it  is  made 
in  the  .following  manner  :  a  quantity  of  milk  or  whey  is  boiled  in  a  pot,  and  then  it  is 
wrought  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  pot  with  a  long  (iick  of  wood,  having  a  crof^  at  the 
Tower-end  ;  it  is  turned  about  like  the  (lick  for  making  chocolate ;  and  being  thus 
made,  it  is  fupped  with  fpoons.  It  is  made  up  five  or  fix  limes,  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  the  lafl  is  utways  reckoned  bell,  and  the  fi^ft  two  or  three  frothings  the  word  i 
the  milk  or  whey  that  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  is  reckoned  much  better  in  all  re- 
fpe£ts  than  fimple  milk.  It  may  be  thought  that  fuch  as  feed  after  this  rate,  are  not 
fit  for  aftion  of  any  kind  ;  but  I  have  feen  feveral  that  lived  upon  this  fort  of  food, 
made  of  whey  only,  for  fome  months  together,  and  yet  they  were  able  to  undergo  the  ' 

ordinary  fatigue  of  their  employments,  whether  by  fea  or  land  ;  and  I  have  fees  them     ' 
travel  to  the  tops  of  high  mountains,  as  brifkly  as  any  I  ever  law. 

Some  who  live  plentifully  make  this  difh  as  abovefaid  of  goats'  milk,  which  is  faid 
to  be  nourifhing  ;  the  milk  is  thickened,  and  tatles  much  better  after  fo  much  work* 
ing  ;  fome  add  a  little  butter  and  nutmeg  to  it.  I  was  treated  with  this  difh  in  feveral 
places,  and,  being  afked  whether  this  faid  difh  or  chocolate  was  befl  ?  I  told  them  that 
if  we  judged  by  the  e6Fe£ts,  this  difh  was  preferable  to  chocolate ;  for  fuch  as  drink 
often  of  the  former,  enjoy  a  better  ftate  of  health}  than  thofe  who  ufe  the  latter. 

Graddan. 

The  ancient  wav  of  drefTing  com,  which  is  yet  ufed  in  feveral  ifles,  is  called  |-r<ri^ 
dan^  from  the  Irifh  word  grad ;  which  fignifies  quick.  A  woman  fitting  down,  takes 
'a  handful  of  corn,  holding  it  by  the  flalks  in  her  left  hand,  aiid  then  fets  fire  to  the 
ears,  which  are  prefently  in  a  flame;  fhe  has  a  (lick  in  her  right  hand,  which  fhe 
manages  very  dexteroufly,  beating  off  the  grain  at  the  very  inftaiit,  when  the  hu(k  is 
quite  burnt ;  for  if  (he  mifs  of  that  (he  mult  ufe  the  kiln,  but  experience  has  taught 
them  this  art  to  perfedion.  The  corn  may  be  fo  dreffed,  winnowed,  ground,  and 
baked,  within  an  hour  after  reaping  from  the  ground.  The  oat  bread  drefled  as  above 
is  loolening,  and  that  dreffed  in  the  kiln  aftrihgent,  .and  of  greater  (irength  for  la- 
boiirci-s ;  but  they  love  the  graddan,  as  being  more  agreeable  to  their  tafte.  This 
barbarous  cuflom  is  much  laid  afide,  fince  the  number  of  their  mills  increafed.  Capt.- 
Fairweather,  m after  of  an  Englifh  vefft-1,  having  dropt  anchor  at  Bernera  of  Glenleg 
over  againft  Skie,  fiw  two  women  at  this  employment,  and,  wondering  to  fee  fo  much 
flame  and  fmoak,  he  came  near,,  and  binding  that  it  was  corn  they  burnt,  he  run 
away  in  great  hade,  telling,  the  natives  that  he  had  feen  two  mad  women  very 
bufy  burning  corn :  the  people  came  to  fee  what  the  matter  was,  and  laughed  at  tlie  ' 
Captain's  millake,  though  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  ftrangenefs  of  a  cuftom 
that  he  bad  never  feen  or  heard  of  before. 

There  are  two  fairs  of  hte  held  yearly  at  Porti)-  on  the  eafl  fide  of  Skie  :  the  con- 
venience of  the  harbour,  which  is  in  the  middls  of  the  ifle,  made  them  choofe  this 
for  the  fiiteft  place.    The  firil  holds  about  the  caidUle  of  June,  the  fecond  about  the 
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beginning  of  September.  The  various  produds  of  this  and  the  adjacent  ifles  and  con- 
tinent are  fold  here,  viz.  horfes,  cows,  fii^ep,  goats,  hides,  {kins,  butter,  cheefe,  fifti, 
wool,  &c. 

All  the  horfes  and  cows  fold  at  lbe  fair  fwim  to  the  main  land  over  one  of  the  ferries 
or  founds  calUd  Ky/a,  one  of  which  is  on  the  eaft,  the  other  on  (he  fouth  fide  of  Skie. 
'J  hat  on  the  eaW  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the  other  on  the  fouth  is  half  a  mile:  they 
begin  when  it  is  near  low  water,  and  fallen  a  twifted  wyth  about  the  lower  jaw  of  each 
cow,  the  other  end  of  the  wyih  is  fallencd  to  another  cow's  tail,  and  the  number  lb  lied 
togeiher  is  commonly  five.  A  boat  with  four  oars  rows  off,  and  a  man  fitting  in  the 
ftern,  holds  the  wyth  in  his  Iiand  to  keep  up  ihe  foremoil  cow's  head  ;  and  thus  all  the 
five  cows  fwim  as  fall  as  the  boat  rows  ;  and  in  this  manner  above  an  hundred  may  be 
be  ferried  over  in  one  day.  Thefe  cows  are  fometimes  drove  abovefour  hundred  oiiies 
further  fouth  ;  they  foon  grow  fat,  and  prove  fw'eet  and  tender  beef. 

Titeir  Habit. 

The  firft  habit  wore  by  perfons  of  diftinftion  in  the  iflands  was  the  letti-trot'cb,  from 
the  Irifh  word  Uni,  which  fignifies  a  ihirt,  and  eroicb  faffron,  becaufe  their  Ihirt  was 
dyed  with  that  herb  :  the  ordinary  number  of  ells  ufed  to  make  this  robe  was  twenty* 
four ;  it  was  the  upper  garb,  reaching  below  the  knees,  and  was  tied  with  a  belt  round 
the  middle :  but  the  iflanders  have  laid  it  afide  about  a  hundred  years  ago. 

They  now  generally  ufe  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches,  as  dfewhere;  and  on  their 
heads  wear  bonnets  made  of  thick  cloth,  fome  blue,  fome  black,  and  fome  grey. 

Many  of  the  people  wear  trowis  :  fome  have  them  very  fine  woven  like  Itockings  of 
thofe  made  of  cloth ;  fome  are  coloured,  and  others  ftriped :  the  latter  are  as  well 
Ihaped  as  the  former,  lyi:ig  clofe  to  the  body  from  the  middle  downwards,  and  tied 
round  wiih  a  belt  above  the  haunches.  There  is  a  fquare  piece  of  cloth  which  hangs 
down  before.  l"he  meafure  for  (haping  the  trowis  is  a  ftick  of  wood,  whofe  length  is 
a  cubit,  and  that  divided  into  the  lengtli  of  a  finger,  and  half  a  finger ;  fo  that  it  re- 
quires more  (kill  to  make  it  than  the  ordinary  habit. 

■  The  fhocs  anciently  wore  were  a  piece  of  tinrhide  of  a  deer,  cow,  or  horfe,  with  the 
hair  on,  being  tied  behind  and  before  with  a  point  of  leather.  The  generality  now  wear 
ihoes,  having'one  ihin  fnal  only,  and  (haped  after  the  right  and  left  foot ;  fo  that  what 
is  for  one  foot  will  not  ferve  the  other. 

But  perfons  of  diftinflion  wear  the  gnrb  in  falliion  in  (he  fouth  of  Scotland. 

The  plaid,  wore  only  by  the  men,  is  made  of  fine  wool,  the  thread  as  fine  as  can  be 
made  of  that  kind  j  it  confifts  of  divers  colours,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity 
required  in  forting  the  colours,  fo  as  to  be  agreeable  to  the  niceft  fancy.  For  this 
reafon  the  women  are  at  great  pains  firft  to  give  an  cxaft  pattern  of  the  plaid  upon 
a  piece  of  wood,  having  the  number  of  every  thread  of  the  firipe  on  it.  The  length 
of  it  is  commonly  ffven  double  ells  ;  the  one  end  hangs  by  the  middle  over  the  left 
arm,  the  other  going  round  the  body,  hangs  by  the  end  over  the  left  arm  alfo  ;  the 
right  hand  above  It  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  do  any  thing  upon  occafion.  Every  ifte  differs 
from  each  other  in  (heir  fancy  of  making  plaids,  as  to  the  llripes  in  breadth,  and  colours. 
This  humour  is  as  different  through  (he  main  land  of  the  Highlands,  in  lb  far  that  they 
who  have  feen  thofe  places  are  able,  at  the  firft  view  of  a  man's  plaid,  to  guefs  the  plaoe 
of  his  refidence; 

When  they  travel  on  foot,  the  plaid  is  tied  on  the  breaft  with  a  bodkin  of  bone  or 
wood  (juft  as  the^/'/ia  wore  by  the  Germans,  according  to  the defcriptioa  of  C. Tacitus): 
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the  plad  is  tied  round  the  middle  with  a  leather  bek ;  it  is  plaited  from  the  bt-'it  to  the 
knee  very  nicely :  this  dreis  for  footmen  is  found  much  eafier  and  ligtiter  than  breeches 
or  trowis. 

The  ancient  drefs  wore  by  the  women,  and  which  is  yet  wore  by  fome  of  the  vulgar, 
called  arifad,  is  a  white  plad,  having  a  few  fmall  ftripes  of  black,  bjiie,  and  red  ;  it 
reached  from  the  neck  to  the  heels,  and  was  tied  before  on  the  breaft  with  a  buckle  of 
filver  or  brafs,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  perfon.  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  former 
of  an  hundted  marks  value;  it  was  broad  as  an  ordinary  pewter  plate,  the  whole  cun- 
oufly  engraven  with  various  animals,  &c.  There  was  a  leffer  buckle,  which  was  wore 
in  the  middle  of  the  larger,  and  above  two  ounces  weight.;  it  had  in  the  centre  a  large 
piece  of  chryflal,  or  fome  finer  ftone,  and  this  was  fet  all  round  with  feveral  finer  Hones 
of  a  lefler-fize. 

The  plad  being  plaited  all  round,  was  tied  with  a  belt  below  the  bread  ;  tbe  belt 
was  of  leather,  and  feveral  pieces  of  filver  intermixed  with  the  leather  hk.'  a  chain. 
The  lower  end  of  the  belt  has  a  piece  of  plate  about  eight  inches  long,  and  three  in 
breadth,  curioufly  engraven  ;  the  end  of  which  was  adorned  with  fine  uones,  or  pieces 
of  red  coral.  They  wore  Heeves  of  fcarlet  cloth,  clofed  at  the  end  as  men's  vefts,  with 
gold  lace  round  them,  having  plate  buttons  fet  with  fine  (lones.  The'  head  drels  was  a 
tine  kerchief  of  linen  flrait  about  the  head,  hanging  down  the  back  taper-wife  ;  a  large 
lock  of  hair  hangs  down  their  cheeks  above  their  breall,  the  lower  end  tied  with  a  knot 
of  ribbands. 

The  illanders  have  a  great  refpeft  for  their  chiefe  and  heads  of  tribes,  and  they  con- 
elude  grace  after  every  meal  with  a  petition  to  God  for  their  welfare  and  profperity 
Neither  will  they,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  fuflfer  them  to  Gnk  under  any  misfortune  ;  but 
in  cafe  of  a  decay  of  eltate,  make  a  voluntary  contribution  on  their  behalf,  as  a  common 
duty,  to  fupport  the  credit  of  their  families. 

Way  of  Fighting. 
The  ancient  way  of  fighting  was  by  fet  battles  j  and  for  arms,  fome  had  broad  two- 
handed  fwords  and  head-pieces,  and  others  bows  and  arrows.  When  all  their  arrows 
were  fpent,  they  attacked  one  another  with  fword  in  hand.  Since  the  invention  of 
guns,  they  are  very  early  accuHomed  to  ufe  them,  and  carry  their  pieces  with  them 
wherever  they  go:  they  likewife  learn  to  handle  the  broad  fword  and  target.  The 
chief  of  each  tnbe  advances  with  his  followers  within  (hot  of  the  enemy,  having  firft 
laid  afide  their  upper  garments  ;  and  after  one  general  difcharge,  they  attack  them  with 
fword  in  hand,  having  their  target  on  their  leit  hand  (as  they  did  at  Killicranky),  which  _ 
foon  brings  the  matter  to  an  ilTue,  and  verifies  the  obfervation  made  of  ihem'by  your 
hidorians :  ^ 

Ant  mors  citOf  aut  vi^oria  lata. 

This  iile  is  divided  Into  three  parts,  which  are  poflelTed  by  different  proprietors.  The 
fouthem  part,  called  Slait,  is  the  property  and  title  of  Sir  Donald  MacdBnald,  knight 
and  baronet :  his  family  is  always  diftinguilhed  from  all  the  tribes  of  his  name,  by  the 
Irifh  as  well  as  Englilh,  and  called  Mac-Donald  abfolutely,  and  by  way  of  excellence,  he 
being  reckoned  by  genealogifts  and  ail  others  the  firft  for  antiquity  among  all  the  an- 
cient tribes,  both  in  the  ifles  and  continent.  He  is  lineally  defcended  from  Sommerled, 
who,  according  to  Buchanan,  was  thane  of  Argyle;  He  got  the  ifles  into  his  poffeflion  , 
by  virtue  of  his  wife's  right ;  his  fon  was  called  Donald,  and  from  him  all  the  families 
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of  the  ihiT.e  Mac-Donald  are  defcended.  He  was  the  61(1:  of  that  name  who  had  the 
title  of  King  oF  tht:  Ifles.  One  of  that  name  fubfcribing  a  charter  granted  by  the  K  ing 
of  Scots  to  the  family  of  Rokbyrgh,  writes  as  follows  :  "  Donald,  King  of  the  Ifles, 
wimefs."  He  wau!d  not  pjy  homage  to  the  King  for  the  iHes,  but  only  for  the  lands 
which  he  held  of  him  on  the  continent. 

One  of  Donald's  fuceefTors  married  a  daut^hler  of  Kinp  Robert  11.,  the  firft  of  the 
name  of  3tuart,  by  whom  he  acquired  feveral  lands  in  the  Highlands.  The  earldom  oS 
Rofc  came  to  this  family,  by  marrying  the  heirefs  of  the  houfe'of  Lefly.  One  of  the 
Earls  of  Rofs,  catkd  John,  being  of  an  eafy  temper,  and  too  hberal  to  the  church,  and 
to  his  valTals  and  fricnds,.his  fon  JEneas  (by  Buchanan  called  Donald)  was  fo  oppofite 
to  his  father's  cdnduft,  tfiat  he  gathered  together  aD  army  to  oblige  him  from  giving, 
away  any  more  of  his  eflate.  The  father  raifed  an  army  againft  his  fori,  ancf  fought 
him  at  fea,  on  the  coad  of  Mul);  the  place  is  fmce  called  the  Bloody-bay.:  the  foO' 
however  had  the  vidory.  This  difpofed  the  father  to  go  (Iraight  to  the  King,  and  make 
over  the  right  of  all  his  eftate  to  him.  The  fon  kept  poQeflioQ  fome  time  after ;  how- 
ever this  occafioned  the  fall  of  thai  great  family,  though  there  are  yet  extant  feverat 
ancient  tribes  of  the  name,  both  in  the  ifles  and  continent.  Thus  hr  the  genealogilt 
Mac-Vurich,  and  Hugh  Mac-Donald,  in  their  manufcripts. 

The  next  adjacent  part  to  Slait,  and  joining  it  on  the  north  fide,  is  Strath  ;  it  is  the- 
property  of  the  laird  of  Mac-Kinnon,  head  of  an  ancient  tribe. 

On  the  north-wefl  fide  of  Straih  lies  that  part  of  Skie  called  Macleod's  country,  pof* 
fefled  by  Madeod.  Genealogids  fay  he  is  lineally  defcended  from  Leod,  fon  to  the 
black  prince  of  Man ;  he  is  head  of  an  ancient  tribe. 

The  barony  of  Trotemefs,  on  the  north  fide  of  Skie,  belongs  to  Sir  Donald  Mac- 
Donald  }  the  proprietors  and  all  the  inhabitants  are  protellants,  except  twelve,  who  are 
Roman  Catholics/  The  former  obferve  the  feftlvais  ofChriftmas»Eafter,  Good-Friday, 
and  that  of  St.  Michael's.  Upon  the  latter  they  have  a  cavalcade  ia  each  pariOi,  aiid. 
feveral  tiunilies  bake  the  cake  called  St.  Michael's  bannock. 

Boot. 
THE  ifle  of  Boot,  being  tea  miles  in  lengthy  Kes  on  the  weft  fide  of  Cowal,  from 
which  it  is  feparated  by  a  narrow  channel,  in  feveral  parts  not  a  mile  broad.  The- 
north  end  of  this  ille  is  mountainous  and  heathy,  being  more  defigned  for  pafiurage 
than  cultivation  :  the  mould  is  brown  or  black,  and  in  fome  parts  clayey  >  the  ground 
yields  a  good  produce  of  oats,  barley,  and  peafc :  there  is  but  liule  wood  growing  there, 
yet  there  is  a  coppice  at  the  fide  of  Liach-fad.  The  ground  is  arable  from  the  middle 
to  the  fouthward,  the  heflic-ftone  is  to  be  had  in  many  parts  of  this  iile  j  and  there  is 
a  quarry  of  red  ftone  near  the  town  of  Rofa,  by  which  the  fort  there,  and  the  chapel 
on  its  north  fide,  have  been  built.  Rathfay,  the  head  town  of  the  (hire  of  Boot  and 
Arran,  lies  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  Boot,  and  is  one  of  the  titles  of  the  Prince  of  Scotland  : 
Kin^  Robert  111.  created  his  fon  Duke  of  Rothfay,  and  fteward  of  Scotland  j  and  after- 
wards  Queen  Mary  created  the  Lord  Darnley  Duke  of  Rpthfay,  before  her  marriage 
with  him.  This  town  is  a  very  ancisnt  royal  borough,,  but  thinly  peopled,  there  not 
being  above  a  hundred  famlhes  in  it,  and  they  have  no  foreign  trade.  On  the  north 
fide  of  Rothfay  there  is  a  very  ancient  ruinous  fort,  round  in  form,  haying  a  thick  wail, 
and  bout  three  fiories  high,  and  palfages  round  within  the  wail ;  it  isfurrounded  with 
a  wet  ditch  ;  it  has  a  gate  on  the  fouih,  and  a  double  gate  on  the  cad,  and  a  bailion  on 
each  fide  the  gate,  and  withoiu  thefe  there  is  a  draw-bridge,  and  the  fea  flows,  within 
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forty  yards  of  it.  The  fort  is  large  enough  for  exercifing  a  battalion  of  men ;  it  has  a 
chapel  and  feveral  little  houfes  within,  and  a  large  houfe  of  four  ftories  high  fronting 
the  eallcrn  gate.  ^  The  people  here  have  a  tradition,  that  this  fort  was  built  by  King 
Rofa,  who  is  faid  to  have  come  to  this  ifle  before  King  Fergus  I.  The  other  forts  are 
Down-Owle  and  Down-Ailin,  both  on  the  weft  fide. 

The  churches  here  are  as  follow  :  Kilmichel,  KiUBIam,  and  Kil-Chattanjin  the  fouth 
parifh  j  and  Lady-^irk  in  Rothfay  is  the  moft  northerly  parilh  :  all  the  inhabitants  are 
pfoteftants. 

The  natives  here  are  not  troubled  with  any  epidemical  difeafe  :  the  fmall-pox  vifits 
them  commonly  once  every  fixth  or  feventh  year.  The  oldeft  man  now  living  in  thb 
ifle  is  one  Fleming,  a  weaver,  in  Rothfay  ;  his  neighbours  told  me  that  he  could  never 
eafe  nature  at  fea,  who  is  ninety  years  of  age.  The  inhabitants  generaHy  fpeak  the 
Englifliand  Irifli  tongue,  and  wear  the  fame  habit  with  thofe  of  the  other  iflands  ;  they 
are  veryinduftrious  fifhers,  efpecially  for  herring,  for  which  ufe  they  are  furnilhed  with 
about  eighty  large  boats :  the  tenants  pay  their  rent  with  the  profit  of  herrings,  if  they 
are  to  be  had  any  where  oil  the  weftem  coaft. 

The  principal  heretors  here  are  Stuart  of  Boot,  who  is  hereditary  Iheriff  of  this  (hire. 
and  hath  his  feat  in  Rofa  :  Ballantine  of  Keams,  whofe  feat  Is  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of 
that  name,  and  has  an  orchard  by  it ;  Stuart  of  Eflick,  whofe  feat  has  a  park  and  or- 
chard. And  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  Rothfay,  n^xt  lies  two  ifles  called  Cumbray 
the  Greater,  and  the  Letter ;  the  former  is  within  a  league  of  Boot.  This  ifland  has  a 
chapel  and  a  well,  which  the  natives  cfteem  a  cathclicon  for  all  difeafes.  This  ifle  is  a 
mile  in  length,  but  the  other  iflc  is  much  le&  in  compafs.  Both  ifles  are  the  property  of 
Montgomery  of  Skclmorly. 

Arran. 

THE  name  of  this  ifle  is  by  fame  derived  from  arran^  which  in  the  Irilh  language 
fignifies  bread  :  others  think  it  comes  more  probably  from  arin  or  arfyn,  which  in  their 
language  is  as  much  as  the  place  of  the  giant  Fin-Mac-Coul's  flaughter  or  execution  ; 
for  aar  fignifies  {laughter,  and  fo  they  will  have  arin  only  the  contradion  oiarrin  or  Jin, 
The  received  tradition  of  the  great  giant  Fin-Mac-Coul's  military  valour,  which  he  ex-' 
ercifed  upon  the  ancient  natives  here,  feems  to  favour  this  conjedure  ;  this  they  lay  is 
trident  from  the  many  ftones  fet  up  in  divers  places  of  the  ifle,  as  monuments  upon  the  ■ 
•graves  of  perfons  of  note  that  were  killed  in  battle.  I'his  ifle  is  twenty-four  miles  from 
fouth  to  north,  and  fevert  miles  from  eaft  to  weft  :  it  lies  between  the  ifle  of  Boot  and 
Eyntyre,  in  the  oppolite  main  land.  The  iHe  is  high  and  mountainous,  but  ilopes  on 
each  fide  round  the  coaft,  and  the  glen  is  only  made  ufe  of  for  tillage.  The  mountains 
near  Brodick-bay  are  of  aconfiderableheight ;  all  the  hills  generally  afford  a  good  paf. 
turage,  though  a  great  part  of  them  be  covered  only  with  heath* 

The  mould  here  is  of  divers  colours,  being  black  and  brown  near  the  hills,  and  clayey 
and  fandy  upon  the  coalt. 

The  natives  told  methat  fome  places  of  the  ifle  afford  fuHers-earth.  The  coaft  on 
the  eaft  fide  is  rocky  near  the  fhore  j  the  ftones  on  the  coaft,  for  fome  miles  beneath 
Brodick,  are  all  of  a  red  colour,  and  of  thefe  the  caftle  of  Brodick  ie  biiiit.  The  natives 
fay  that  the  mountains  near  the  caftle  of  Brodick  aSbrd  cryftal,  and  that  the  Duchefs 
of  Hamilton  put  fo  great  a  value  on  it,  as  to  be  at  the  charge  of  cutting  a  necklace  of  it ; 
which  the  inhabitants  take  as  a  great  honour  done  them,  becaufe  they  have  a  great  ve- 
ner^on  for  her  Grace.  There  is  no  confiderable  woods  here,  but  a  few  coppices,  yet 
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that  in  the  glen  tovards  the  wed  is  abov^a  mile  ia  lencth.  There  zre  capacious  fields 
of  arable  ground  on  each  fide  Brodick-bay,  as  alfo  on  the  oppofite  weftem  coaft.  The 
largeft  and  beft  field  for  paftufage  is  that  on  the  fouth-weft  fide. 

Several  rivers  on  each  fide  this  ifle  afford  falmon,  particularly  the  two  rivers  on  the 
weft  called  Mackir-fide,  and  the  two  in  Kirkmichel  and  Brodick-bay. 

The  air  here  is  temperately  cold  and  moid,  which  is  in  fome  meafure  qualified  by  the 
frefh  breezes  that  blow  from  the  hills ;  but  the  natives  think  a  dram  of  ftrong-waters  is 
a  good  correftive. 

There  are  feveral  caves  on  the  coaft  of  this  ifle  :  thofe  on  the  weft  are  pretty  large, 
particularly  that  in  Druim-cruey,  a  hundred  men  may  fit  or  lie  in  it  ;  it  is  contra^ed 
gradually  from  the  floor  upwards  to  the  roof.  In  the  upper  end  there  is  a  large  piece 
of  rock  formed  like  a  pillar;  there  is  engraven  on  it  a  deer,  and  underneath  it  a  two< 
handed  fword ;  there  is  a  void  fpace  on  each  fide  this  pillar. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  cave  has  a  borfe-fhoe  engraven  on  it.  On  each  fide  the  door 
there  is  a  bole  cut  out,  and  that  they,  lay  was  for  holding  big  trees,  on  which  the  caul- 
drons hang  for  boiling  their  beef  and  venifon.  The  natives  fay  that  this  was  the  cave  in 
which  Fin-Mac-Coul  lodged  during  the  time  of  his  refidence  in  this  ifle,  and  that  hb 
guards  lay  in  the  leffer  caves,  which  are  near  this  big  one :  there  is  a  httle  cave  joining 
to  the  brgeft,  and  this  they  call  the  cellar. 

There  is  a  cave  fome  miles  more  foutherly  on  the  fame  coaft,  and  they  told  me  that 
the  minifter  preached  in  it  fometimes,  in  regard  of  its  being  more  centrical  than  the 
pariJh  church. 

Several  ere£led  flones  are  to  be  feen  on  each  fide  this  ifle :  four  of  thefe  are  near 
Brodick-bay,  about  the  diftance  of  feventy  yards  from  the  river,  and  are  feven  feet  high 
*  each.  The  higheft  of  thefe  ftones  that  fell  under  my  obfervation  was  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  Kirkmichel  river,  and  is  above  fifteen  feet  high ;  there  i;  a  ftone  coffin  near  it,  which 
has  been  filled  with  human  bones,  until  of  late  that  the  river  wafhed  away  the  earth, 
and  the  bones  that  were  in  the  coffin :  Mac-Louis,  who  had  feen  them,  fays  they  were 
of  no  larger  fize  than  thofe  of  bur  own  time.  On  the  weft  fide  there  are  three  ftones 
ere£ted  in  Baelliminich,  and  a  fourth  at  fome  diftance  from  thefe,  about  fix  feet  high 
each.  In  the  moor  on  the  eaft  fide  Druim-cruey  there  is  a  circle  of  ftones,  the  area  is 
about  thirty  paces  ;  there  is  a  ftone  of  the  fame  uiape  and  kind  about  forty  paces  to  the 
weft  of  the  circle :  the  natives  fay  that  this  circle  was  made  by  the  giant  Fin-Mac-Coul, 
snd  that  to  the  fingle  ftone.  Bran,  Fin-Mac-Coul's  hunting-dog,  was  ufually  tied. 
About  half  a  mile  to  the  north  fide  Baelliminich  there  are  two  ftones  erected,  each  of 
them  eight  feet  high. 

There  is  a  circle  of  big  ftones  a  little  to  the  foulh  of  Druim-cruey,  the  area  of  which 
is  about  twelve  paces ;  there  is  a  broad  thin  ftone  in  the  middle  of  this  circle,  fupported 
by  three  leffer  ftones  :  the  ancient  inhabitants  are  reported  to  have  burnt  their  facrifices 
on  the  broad  ftone  in  time  of  heathenilm. 

There  is  a  thin  broad  ftone  tapering  towards  the  top,  erected  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  fea,  near  Machir  river,  and  is  nine  feet  high ;  and  at  fome  little  diftance  from 
the  river  there  is  a  large  cavern  of  ttones. 

There  is  an  eminence  of  about  athoufand  paces  in  compafson  the  fea-coaft  in  Druim- 
cruey  village,  and  it  is  fenced  about  with  a  ftone  wall :  of  old  it  was  a  lanfluary,  and 
whatever  number  of  men  or  cattle  could  get  within  it  were  fecured  from  the  aQauIts  of 
their  enemies,  the  place  being  privileged  by  univerfal  confent. 

The  only  good  harbour  in  this  ifle  is  Lamlafli,  which  is  in  thi  fouth-eaft  end  of  the 
ifle  of  that  name. 
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There  is  a  great  A/hing  of  cod  and  vbidng  in  and  about  this  bay. 
The  whole  ifle  is  defigned  by  nature  more  for  pafturage  than  cultivation ;  the  hills 
are  generally  covered  all  -over  with  heath,  and  produce  a  mixture  of  the  erica-bacciferat 
cat's-tail,  and  juniper,  all  which  are  very  agreeable  to  the  eye  in  the  fummer.  The 
highell  hills  of  this  ifland  are  feen  at  a  confiderable  djftance  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
continent  and  north-weft  ifles,  and  they  ferve  inftead  of  a  foreft  to  maintain  the  deer, 
which  are  about  four  hundred  in  number,  and  they  are  carefully  kept  by  a  forefler,  to 
give  fport  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  or  any  of  his  ftiraily  that  go  a  hunting  there ;  for 
if  any  nf  the  natives  happen  to  kill  a  deer  without  licence,  which  is  not  often  granted, 
he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  Scots  for  each  deer :  and  when  they  grow  too 
numerous,  the  foreftcr  grants  licences  for  killing  a  certain  number  of  them,  on  condition 
they  bring  the  (kins  to  himfelf. 

The  catfle  here  are  horfes  and  cows  ofa  middle  fize,  and  they  have  alfo  Iheep  and 
goats.  I  his  iile  affords  the  common  fea  and  land  fowls  that  are  to  be  had  in  the 
weftern  iflt:s.  The  black  cock  is  not  allowed  to  be  killed  here  without  a  licence ;  the 
tranfgrelTors  are  liable  to  a  fine. 

The  cadle  of  Brodick,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  of  that  name,  ftands  on  a  plain, 
from  which  there  is  about  four  hundred  paces  of  a  gradual  defcent  towards  the  fea. 

This  caflle  is  built  in  a  long  form  ;  from  fouth  to  north  there  is  a  wall  of  two  flories 
high,  that  encompalTes  the  caflle  and  tower :  the  fpace  within  the  wall  on  the  fouth  fide 
the  caftle  is  capable  of  muftt  ring  a  battalion  of  men. 

The  caflle  is  four  ftories  high,  and  has  a  tower  of  great  height  joined  to  the  north  fide, 
and  that  has  a  badion  clofe  lo  it,  to  which  a  lower  baftion  is  added.  The  fouth  and  well 
fides  are  furrounded  with  a  broad  wet  ditch,  but  the  eaft  and  north  fides  have  a  defcent 
which  will  not  admit  of  a  wet 'ditch.  The  gate  looks  to  the  eaft.  This  caftle  is  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton's  feat,  when  his  Grace  or  any  of  the  family  make  their  fummer  vilit 
to  this  ifland.  The  bailiff  or  fteward  has  his  refidence  in  this  callle,  and  he  has  a  de- 
putation to  aft  with  full  power  to  levy  the  rents,  give  leafes  of  the  lands,  and  hold 
courts  of  juftice. 

There  is  another  caftle  belonging  to  the  Duke  in  the  north  fide  of  the  ifle,  at  the 
head  of  Loch-Keniftil,  in  which  there  is  a  harbour  for  barks  and  boats.  The  ifle  of 
Arra'n  is  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  property  (a  very  fmall  part  excepted)  j  it  lies  in  the 
flieri0dom  of  Boot,  and  made  part  of  the  diocefe  of  Argyle. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  compofed  of  feveral  tribes.  The  moft  ancient  fa- 
mily among  them  is  by  the  natives  reckoned  to  be  Mac-Louis,  which  in  the  ancient 
language  fignifies  the  fon  of  Lewis:  they  own  themfelves  to  be  defcended  of  French 
parentage,  their  fimame  in  Englifh  is  Fuilerton,  and  their  title  Kirk-Michell,  the  place 
of  their  refidence.  If  tradition  be  true,  this  little  family  is  faid  to  be  of  feven  hundred 
years  ftanding.  The  prefent  poffeffor .  obliged  me  with  the  fight  of  his  old  and  new 
charters,  by  which  he  is  one  of  the  King's  coroners  within  this  ifland,  and  as  fuch,  he 
hath  a  halbert  peculiar  to  his  office  ;  he  has  his  right  of  late  from  the  family  of  Ha- 
'  milton,  wherein  his  title  and  perquifttes  of  coroner  are  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs* 
He  is  obliged  to  have  three  men  to  attend  him  upon  all  public  emergencies,  and  he  is 
bound  by  his  office  to  purfue  all  malefaftors,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  fteward,  or  ia- 
his  abfence  to  the  next  judge.  And  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  refufe  to  pay  their  roits  at 
the  ufual  term,  the  coroner  is  bound  to  take  him  perfonally,  or  to  feize  his  goods.  And 
if  it  fhould  happen  that  the  coroner  with  his  retinue  of  three  men  is  not  fufticient  to  put 
his  office  in  execution,  then  he  fummons  all  the  inhabitants  to  concur  with  him  ;.  and 
immediately  they  rendezvous  to  the  place,  where  he  fixes  his  coroner's  ftaff.    The  per- 
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qtiifites  due  to  the  cbivner  are  a.  firlet  or  bufliel  of  oats,  and  a  lamb  from  every  viHage 
in  the  ifle  ;  both  which  are  punftually  paid  him  at  the  ordinary  terms. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifle  are  well  pi-oporlioned,  generally  brown,  and  fome  of  a 
black  coitiplexion  :  they  ei^oy  a  .good  (late  of  health,  and  have  a  genius  for  all  callings 
or  employmentfi,  though  they  have  but  few  mechanicks :  they  wear  the  fame  habit 
with  thole  of  the  OEareft  iHes,  and  are  very  civil ;  they  all  fpeak  ihe  Irifli  language,  yet 
the  Englilh  tongue  prevails  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  ordinarily  the  minifters  preach  in  it,  ■ 
and  in  lri(h  on  the  weft  fide.  Their  ordinary  afleveration  is  by  Nale,  for  I  did  not  hear 
^ay  oath  in  the  iilaud. 

.  The  Churches  in  this  Ifle  are^ 

Kilbride  in  the  fouth-eaft,  Kilmore  in  the  fouth,  CabeUUual  a  chapel,  KilmicheJ 
in  the  village  of  that  name,  St.  James's  church  at  the  north  end. 

The  natives  are  all  proteftants,  they  obferve  the  feftivals  of  ChriOmas,  Good-Friday, 
and  Eafter.  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  a  valuable  curiofity  in  this  ifle,  which  they.call 
haul  muluy,  i.  e.  molingus  his  ftone  globe :  this  faint  was  chaplain  to  Mac-donald  of  the 
riles  ;  his  name  is  celebrated  here  on  the  account  of  this  globe,  fo  much  efteemed  by  the 
inhabitants.  This_  ftone  for  its  intrinfic  value  has  been  carefully  tranfinitted  to  pofterity 
for  feveral  ages.  It  is  a  green  ftone  much  like  a  globe  in  figure,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
goofeeg^. 

The  virtue  of  it  is  to  remove  flitches  from  the  fides  of  fick  perfons,  by  laying  it  clofe  to 
the  place  affefled  ;  and  if  the  patient  does  not  out-live  the  diftempcr,  they  fay  the  ftone 
removes  out  of  the  bed  of  its  own  accord,  and  e  contra.  The  natives  ule  this  ftone  for 
fwearing  dectfive  oaths  upon  it. 

They  afcribe  another  extraordinary  virtue  to  it,  and  it  is  this :  the  credulous  vulgar 
■  firmly  believe  that  if  this  ftone  is  call  among  the  front  of  an  enemy,  they  will  all  run 
away ;  and  that  as  often  as  the  enemy  rallies,  if  this  ftone  is  caft  among  them,  they  ftill 
lofe  courage,  and  retire.  They  fay  that  Mac  donald  of  the  iOes  carried  this  ftone  about 
him,  and  ,ihat  viflory  was  always  on  his  fide  when  he  threw  it  among  the  enemy.  The  ' 
cuftody  of  this  globe  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  a  little' family  called"  Clan-chattons, 
alias  Mac-intofli ;  they  were  ancient  followers  of  Mac  donald  of  the  ifles.  This  ftone 
is  now  in  the  cuftody  of  Margaret  Miller,  u/ia/ Mac-intofh  :  flie  lives  in  Baellmianich, 
and  preferves  the  globe  with  abundance  of  care ;  it  is  wrapped  up  in  fair  linen  cloth, 
and  about  that  there  is  a  piece  of  woollen  cloth,  and  (he  keeps  it  ftill  locked  up  in  her 
^hefti  when  it  is  not  given  out  to  exert  its  qualities. 

IS  a  big  rock,  about  fix  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Arran;  it  rifes  in  form  of  a  fugar- 
loaf,  but  the  top  is  plain,  and  large  enough  for  drawing  up  a  thoufand  men  in  ranks  : 
there  is  a  frefli  water  lake  in  the  middle  of  the  plain,  the  whole  ifle  is  covered  with 
long  grafs,  and  is  inacceflible,  except  on  the  fouth-weft  fide,  by  a  ftair  cut  out  In  the 
rock ;  in  the  middle  of  it  there  is  a  fmall  lower  of  three  ftorics  high  with  the  top. 
There  is  a  frefli  water  fpring  ilTuing  out  of  the  fide  of  this  great  rock  ;  below  the  entry 
these  is  a  place  where  tlie  fifhers  take  up  their  refidence  during  their  ftay  about  this  rock 
in  queft  of  cod  and  ling ;  and  there  is  a  good  anchorage  for  their  veOels,  very  near 
iheir  tents. 

This 
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This  rock  m  the  fummer time  abounds  with  variety  of  fea-fowl,  thatbuild  and  hatch 
ia  it.  ■  The  Solan  geefe  and  cultL  rneh  are  moft  numerous  here ;  the  latter  are  by  the 
fifliers  called  Albanicb,  which  in  the  ancient  Irifh  Lnguage  fignifies  Scotrmen. 

The  iffe  hath  a  chapel  on  the  top  called  Fiumiay,  and  an  ancient  pavement,  or  caufe- 
way. 

-  iflefay.is  the'Earl  of  Caffil's  property,  the  tenant  who  farms  it  p?ys  him  one  hun- 
dred  merks  Scotsyearly;  the  prod\]£t  of  the  ifle  is  hogs,  fowl,  down,  and  fi  '■.  The 
ifle  Avon,  above  a  mile  in  circumference,*  lies  to  the  louth  of  ICintyre  Mule  ;  it  hath  a 
barbour  for  barks  oa  the  north. 

The  Ifle  Gigay. 

THE  ifle  Gigay  lies  about  a  league  from  Lergie  on  the  weft  fide  of  Kintyre ;  it  is 
lour  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth,  was  formerly  in  the  diocefe,  and  is  Rill  part  of 
the  fheriffddm  of  Argyle.  This  illp  is  for  the  moft  part  arable,  but  rocky  in  other  parts  :- 
the  mold  is  brown  and  clayey,  inclining  to  red  ;  it  is  good  for  pafturage  and  cultiva- 
tion. The  corn  growing  here  is  oats-  and  barley.  The  cattle  bred  here  are  cows, 
horfes,  and  fiieep.  There  is  a  church  in  this  ifland  called  Kil-chaitan,  it  has  an  aliar  in 
the  eaft-end,  and  upon  it  a  font  of  ftone  which  ts  very  large,  and  hath  a  fmallholein  ihe 
middle  which  goes  quite  through  it.  There  are  feveral  tomb-ftones  in  and  about  this 
church  ;  the  family  of  the  Mac-neils,  the  principal  polTelTors  of  this  ifle,  are  buried  un- 
der the  tomb-flones  on  the  eaft  fide  the  church,  where  there  is  a  plat  of  ground  fei  apart 
tor  them.  Moft  of  all  the  tombs  have  a  two  handed  fword  engraven  on  them,  and  there 
is  one  that  has  the  reprefentatioti  of  a  man  upon  it.      > 

Near  the  weft  lide  the  church  there  is  a  ftone  of  about  (ixteen  feet  high,  and  four 
broad,  erefted  upon  the  eminence.  About  fixty  yards  diftance  from  the,  chapel  there 
is  a  fquare  (tone  erefted  about  ten  feet  high  ;  at  this  the  ancient  inhabitants  bowed,  be- 
caufe  it  was  there  where  they  had  the  firft  view  of  the  church. 

There  is  acrofs  four  feet  high  at  a  little  diftance,  and  a  cavern  of  ftone  on  each  fide 
of  it. 

This  ifle  affords  no  wood  of  any  kind,  but  a  few  bufhes  of  juniper  on  the  little  hills. 
The  ftones,  upon  which  the  fcurf  corkir  grows,  which  dyes  a  crimfon  colour,  are  found 
here;  as  alfo  thofe  that  produce  the  crottil,  which  dyes  a  philamot  colour,  bonie  of 
th^  natives  told  me  that  they  ufed  to  chew  nettles,  and  hold  them  to  their  noltrils  to 
ftanch  bleeding  at  the  nofe ;  and  that  nettles  being  applied  to  the  place,  wouJd  alio 
flop  bleeding  at  a  vein,  or  oiherwife. 

There  is  a  well  in  the  north  end  of  this  ifle  called  Toubir-more,  i.e.  a  great  wel,l,  be-^ 
caufe  of  its  effects,  for  which  it  is  famous  among  the  iflanders  ;  who  together  with  1  ha- 
inhabitants  ule  it  as  a  catholtcon  for  difeafes.  It  is  covered  with  ftone  and  ciay,  becaul'e 
the  natives  fancy  that  the  (tream  that  flows  from  it  migtit  over-flow  the  ifle  ;  and  it  is.al- 
ways  opt-ned  by  a  Diroch,  /'•  e.  an  inmate,  elfe  they  think  it  would  not  exert  ns  vir.ues.' 
They  afcribe  one  very  extraordinary  efFeft  to  it,  and  it  is  this ;  that  when  any  foreign 
boats  are  wind  bound  here  (which  often  happens}  the  mafter  of  the  twai  ortiuidrity: 
gives  the  native  that  lets  the  water  run,  a  piece  of  money  ;  and  they  f:.y,  that  imuitfui- 
ately  afterwards  the  wind  changes  in  favour  of  thole  that  are  thus  detained  by  contrary. 
wintis.  Every  ftranger  that  goes  to  drink  of  the  water  of  ihis  well,  is  accultom^  to 
Ibave  on  its  ftone  cover  a  piece  of  money,  a  needle,  piii,  or  one  of  the  pretLieU  vartegatcd 
Itones  they  can  find. 
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The  inhabitants  are  all  protcfhtnts,  and  fpeak  the  Irifli  tongue  geners'ty,  there  bong 
but  few  that  fpeak  Engliih  :  they  are  grave  and  referved  in  their  converfation ;  they 
are  accuilomed  not  to  bury  on  Friday  ;  they  are  fair  or  brown  in  complexion,  and  ufe 
the  fame  habit,  diet,  &c.  that  is  made  ufe  of  in  the  adjacent  continent  and  ifles.  There 
is  only  one  inn  in  this  ifle. 

The  ifle  Caray  lies  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fouth  from  Gigay  ;  it  is  about  a  mile  in  com- 
pafs,  affords  good  pafturage,  and  abounds  with  coneys.  There  is  a  harbour  for  barks 
on  the  north-eafb  end.  of  it.  This  iiland  is  the  property  of  Mac-Alefter  of  Lergy,  a 
family  of  the  Macdonalds. 

Jurah. 

THE  ifle  of  Jurah  is,  by  a  narrow  channel  ofabouthalf  a  mile  broad,  feparated  from 
Ila.  The  natives  fay  that  Jurah  is  fo  called  from  Dih  and  Rah,  two  brethren,  who  are 
believed  to  have  been  Danes:  the  names  Dih  and  Rah  fignifying  as  much  as  without 
grace  or  profperity.  Tradition  fays,  that  th.Te  two  brethren  fought  and  killed  one  an- 
other in  the  village  Knock-Cronni,  where  there  are  two  {tones  eredled  of  feven  feet 
high  each,  and  under  them,  they  fay,  rhere  are  urns  with  the  afhes  of  the  two  brothers ; 
the  didance  between  them  is  about  fixty  )artis.  1  he  ifle  is  mountainous  along  ihe 
middle,  where  there  are  four  hills  ol  a  cciifidtrable  height ;  the  two,higheIl  are  well 
known  to  fea-faring  men,  by  the  name  of  the  Paps  of  Jurah:  they  are  very  confpicu- 
ous  from  all  quarters  of  fea  and  land  in  t'lofi.'  p^trts. 

This  ifle  is  twenty-four  miles  long,  and  in  lome  places  lix  or  feven  miles  in  breadth  ; 
it  is  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  property,  and  part  of  the  flieriffdom  of  Argyle. 

The  mold  is  brown  and  greyifh  on  the  coall,  :<nd  black  in  the  hills,  which  are  co- 
vered with  heath,  and  fome  grafs,  that  proves  good  pafturage  for  their  cattle,  which 
are  horfes,  cows,  flieep,  and  goats.  There  is  variety  of  land  and  water-fowl  here. 
The  hills  ordinarily  hdve  about  three  hundred  deer  graining  on  them,  which  are  not  to 
be  hunted  by  any,  without  the  (leward's  licence.  This  ifle  is  perhaps  the  wholefomell 
plat  of  ground  either  in  the  ifles  or  continent  of  Scotland,  as  appears  by  the  long  life 
of  the  natives,  and  thdr  (late  of  health  ;  to  which  the  height  of  the  hills  is  believed  to 
contribute  in  a  large  meafure,  by  the  frefli  breezes  of  wind  that  come  from  them  to 
purify  the  air :  whereas  [lay  and  Gigay  on  each  fide  this  ifle,  ai'e  much  lower,  and  are 
Dot  fo  wholefome  by  far,  being  liable  to  feveral  difeafes  that  are  not  here.  The  inhabi- 
tants obferve,  that  the  air  of  this  place  is  perfeftly  pure,  from  the  middle  of  March  till 
the  end  or  middle  of  September.  There  is  no  epidemical  difeafe  that  prevails  here : 
fevers  are  but  feldom  obferved  by  the  natives,  and  any  kind  of  flux  is  rare  ;  the  gout  and 
agues  are  not  fo  much  as  known  by  them,  neither  are  they  liable  to  fciatica.  Convul- 
£oD&,  vapours,  paUies,  furfeits,  lethargies,  megrimS,  confumplions,  rickets,  pains  of  the 
ftomach,  or  conghs,  are  not  frequent  here,  and  none  of  them  are  at  any  time  obferved 
to  become  mad.  I  was  told  by  feveral  of  thenatives,  that  there  was  not  one  woman 
died  of  child  bearing  there  thefe  tUrty-four  years  paft.  Blood-letting  and  purging  are 
not  ufed  here. 

If  any  contra^  a  cough,  they  ufe  brochan  only  to  remove  it.  If  after  a  fever  one 
«hance  to  be  taken  ill  of  a  flitch,  they  take  a  quantity  of  lady- wrack,  and  half  as  much 
of  red-fog,  and  boil  them  in  water  j  the  patients  fit  upon  the  vefTel,  and  receive  the 
fiime,  which  by  experience  they  find  effe&ual  againft  this  xiiflemper.  Fevers  and  the 
diarrheas  are  found  here  only  when  the  air  is  foggy  and  warm,  in  winter  or  fummer. 
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The  inhabitants  for  their  diet  make  ufe  of  beef  and  mutton  in  the  winter  and  fpring  { 
as  alfo  of  fiih,  butter,  cheefe,  and  milk,  llie  vulgar  take  brochan  frequently  for  theu* . 
diet  during  the  winter  and  fpring }  and  brochaa  and  bread  ufed  for  the  fpace  of  two 
days,  reftores  loft  appetite. 

The  women  of  all  ranks  eat  a  lefler  quantity  of  food  than  the  men :  this  and  their 
not  wearing  any  thing  ftrait  about  them,  is  believed  to  contribute  much  to  the  heal:h 
both  of  the  mothers  and  children. 

There  are  feveral  fountains  of  excellent  water  in  thisifle:  the  moft  celebrated  of  them 
is  that  of  the  mountain  Beinbrek  in  the  Tarbat,  called  Toubir  ni  Lechkin,  that  is,  the 
well  in  a  ftony  defcent ;  it  runs  eafterly,  and  they  commonly  reckon  it  to  be  lighter  br* 
one  half  than  any  other  water  in  this  ille  :  for  though  one  drink  a  great  quantity  of  it 
at  a  timej  the  belly  is  not  fwelled,  or  any  ways  burdened  by  it.  Natives  and  ftrangers 
and  it  efficacious  againfl:  naufeoufnels  of  the  flomach,  and  the  ftone.  The  river  Nilla 
recaves  all  the  water  that  iHues  frgm  the  well,  and  this  is  the  reafon  they  give  why  fal- 
nions  here  are  in  goodnefs  and  tafte  far  above  thofe  of  any  other  river  whatever.  The 
river  of  Crokbreck  affords  ialmon  alfo,  but  they  are  not  efteemed  fo  good  as  thoTe  of  ^ 
the  river  Niffa.  '..  , 

Several  of  the  natives  have  lived  to  a  great  age :  I  was  told  that  one  of  them,  called  , 

Gillour  Mac-cr^n,  lived  to  have  kept  one  hundred  and  eighty  Chridmaffes  in  his  own  ' 
houfe ;  he  died  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  there  are  feveral  of  his  acquaintance  living 
to  this  day,  ft'om  whom  I  had  this  account. 

Bailiff  Campbell  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  fix  years,  he  died  three  years' 
ago,  he  paff^  the  thirty-three  laft  years  before  his  death  in  this  ifle.  Donald  Mac 
N'Mill,  who  lives  in  the  village  of  Kllleam  at  prefent,  is  arrived  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  , 

A  woman  of  the  ifle  of  Scorba,  near  the  north  end  of  this  ifle,  lived  fevenfcore  years, 
and  enjoyed  the  free  ufe  of  her  fenfes  and  underftanding  all  her  days :  it  is  now  two 
years  fince'  flie  died. 

There  is  a  large  cave,  called  King's  Cave,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Tarbat,  near  the 
fea  ;  there  is  a  well  at  the  entry,  which  renders  it  the  more  convenient  for  fuch  as  may  . 
haveoccaftoDto  lodge  in  it. 

About  two  miles  further  from  the  Tarbat,  there  is  a  cave  at  Corpich  which  hath  an 
"altarin  it ;  there  are  many  fmail  pieces  of  petrified  fubftance  hanging  from  the  roof  of 
this  cave. 

There  is  a  place  where  veffels  ufe  to  anchor  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  iiland  called 
Whitfarlan,  about  one  hundred  yards  north  from  the  porter's  lioufe. 

About  four  leagues  fouth  from  the  north  end  of  this  ifle,  Ues  the  bay  Da'l  Yaut, 
vhich  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length }  there  is,a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entry, 
which  they  fay  is  five  fathom  deep,  and  but  three  ftithom  within. 

About  a  league  further  to  the  fouth  on  the  fame  coaft,  lies  the  fmall  ifles  of  Jurah, 
within  which,  there  is  a  good  anchoring  place ;  the  foutb  entry  is  the^eft  :  ifland  Nia 
Gowir  mjift  be  kept  on  the  left  hand ;  it  is  eafily  diftinguilned  by  its  bignefs  from 
the  reft  of  the  ifles.  Conney  ifle  lies  to  the  north  of  this  ifland.  Thae  are  black  and 
white  fpotted  ferpents  in  this  ifle ;  their  head  being  applied  to  the  wound,  is  by  the  na- 
tives ufed  as  the.beft  remedy  for  their  poifon.  Within  a  mile  of  the  Tarbat  there  is  » 
ftone  erefted  about  eight  feet  high.  Loch-Tarbat  on  the  weft  fide  runs  eafteriy  for  about 
five  miles,  but  is  not  a  harbour  for  veffels,  or  leffer  boats,  for  it  is  ahogether  rocky. 

The  fhore-on  the  weft  fide  affords  coral  and  coraline.  There  is  «-fort  of  dulfe  grow- 
ing on  this  coaft,  of  a  white  colour.  -      , 
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Between  the  north  end  of  Jurah,  and  the  ifle  Scarba,  lies  the  famous  and  dangerous 
gulph,  called  Cory  Vrekan,  about  a  mile  in  breadth  ;  it  yields  an  impetuous  current^ 
not  to  be  matched  any  where  about  the  ifle  of  Britain.  The  fea  begins  to  boil  and  fer- 
ment with  the  tide  of  Sood,  and  refembles  the  boiling  of  a  pot ;  and  then  increafes 
gradually,  until  it  appear  in  many  whirlpools,  which  form  themfelves  in  fort  of  pyra- 
mids, and  immediately  after  fpout  up  as  high  as  the  maft  of  the  little  vefle!,  and  at  the 
fame  time  make  a  loud~ report.  Thefe  white  waves  run  two  leagues  with  the  wind  be- 
fore they  break  :  the  fea  continues  to  repeat  thefe  various  motions  from  the  beginning 
of  the  tide  of  flood,  until  it  is  more  than  half  flood,  and  then  it  decreaCes  gradually  un- 
til it  hath  ebbed  about  half  an  hour,  and  continues  to  boil  till  it  is  within  an  hour  of  low 
■water.  This  boiling  of  the  fea  is  not  above  a  piftol-lhot  diflant  from  the  coaft  of  Scarba 
Ifle,  where  the  white  waves  meet  and  fpout  up:  they  call  it  the  Kaillach,  i.e.  an  old 
hag ;  and  they  fay,  that  when  fhe  puts  on  her  herchief,  i.  e,  the  whitefl  waves,  it  is 
then  reckoned  fatal  to  approach  her.  Notwithdanding  this  great  ferment  of  the  fea, 
which  brings  up  the  leaflifiiell  from  the  ground,  the  fmalleft  fiflier  boat  may  venture  to 
crofs  this  gulph  at  the  la(t  hour  of  the  tide  of  flood,  and  at  the  laft  hour  of  the  tide  of 
ebb. 

This  gulph  hath  its  name  from  Brekan,  faid  to  bf  foh  t&  the  King  of  Denmark,  who 
was  drowned  here,  cafl  afliore  in  the  north  of  Jurah,  and  buried  in  a  cave,  as  appears 
from  the  tomb  floneand  altar  there. 

The  natives  told  me,  that  about  three  years  ago  an  Englifh  veflel  happened  inadver- 
tently to  pafs  through  this  gulph  at  the  time  when  the  fea  began  to  boil :  the  whitenefs 
of  the  waves,  and  their  fpouting  up,  was  like  the  breaking  of  the  fea  upon  a  rock  ; 
ihey  found  themfelves  attracted  irrehllibly  to  the  white  rock,  as  they  then  fuppofed  it 
to  be  :  this  quickly  obliged  them  to  confult  their  fafety,  and  fo  they  betook  themfelves 
to  the  fmall  boat  with  all  fpeed,  and  thought  it  no  fmatl  happinefs  to  land  fafe  in  Jurah, 
committing  the  veflel, under  all  her  fails  to  the  uncertain  conduft  of  tide  and  wind. 
She  was  driven  to  the  oppoflte  continent  of  Knapdale,  where  Qie  no  fooner  arrived, 
than  the  tide  and  wind  became  contrary  to  one  another,  and  fo  the  veflel  was  caft  into  a 
creek,  where  flie  was  fafe ;  and  then  the  mafter  and  crew  were  by  the  natives  of  this 
ifle  condufted  to  her,  where  they  found  her  as  Me  as  they  left  her,  though  all  her  fails 
were  Hill  hoifted. 

The  natives  gave  me  an  account,  that  fome  years  ago  a  veflTel  had  brought  fome  rats 
hither,  which  increafed  fo  much,  that  they  became  very  uneafy  to  the  people,  but  on  3 
fudden  they  all  yaniflied  ;  and  now  there  is  not  one  of  them  in  the  ifle. 

There  is  a  church  here  called  Killearn,  ihe  inhabitants  are  all  proteftants,  and  obferve 
the  feflivals  of  Chriltmas,  Eniler,  and  Michaslmas  ;  they  do  not  open  a  grave  on  Fri< 
day,  and  bury  none  on  that  day,  except  the  grave  has  been  opened  before. 

The  natives  here  are  very  well  proportioned,  being  generally  black  of  complexion, 
and  free  from  bodily  imperfe£tions.  They  fpeak  the  IrSh  language,  and  wear  the  plad, 
bonnet,  &c.  as  other  iflanders. 

'1  he  ifle  of  Ila  lies  to  the  weft  of  Jurah,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  narrow  chan- 
nel :  it  is  twenty-four  miles  in  length  from  fouth  to  north,  and  eighteen  from  ealt  to 
weft  ;  th^re  are  fome  little  mountains  about  the  middle  on  the  eaft  fide.  The  coafl  is 
|br  the  moft  part  heathy  and  uneven,  and  by  confequence  not  proper  for  tillage  ;  the 
north  end  is  alfo  full  of  heaths  and  hills.  The  fouth- weft  and  weft  is  pretty  well  culti- 
vated, and  there  is  flx  miles  between  KJlrow  on  the  weft,  and  Port  Efcok  in  the  eaft, 
which  ts^rable,  and  well  inhabited.  There  is  about  one  thoufand  little  hills  on  this 
road,  ano^ll  abouad  with  Ume-Aooe ;  among  which  there  is  lately  difcovered  a  lead 
4  mine 
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mine  in  three'difFerent  places,  but  it  has  not  turned  to  any  account  as  yet.     The  com 
growing  here  is  barley  and  oats. 

There  is  only  one  harbour  in  this  ifle,  called  Loch-Dale  ;  it  lies  near  the  north  end, 
and  is  of  a  great  length  and  breadth  ;  but  the  depth  being  iri  the  middle,  few  veffels 
come  within  half  a  league  of  the  land-fide. 

There  are  feveral  rivers  in  this  ifle  affording  falmon.  The  frefli-water  lakes  are  well 
(locked  with  trouts,  eels,  and  fome  with  falmcns  ;  as  Loch-Guirm,  which  is  four  miles 
in  circumference,  and  hath  feveral  forts  built  on  an  ifland  that  lies  in  it. 

Loch-Finlagan,  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  affords  falmon,  trouts,  and  eels : 
this  lake  lies  in  the  center  of  the  ifle.  Ihe  ifle  Finlagan,  from  which  this  lake  hath  its 
name,  is  in  it.  It  is  famous  for  being  once  the  court  in  which  the  great  Mac-Donald, 
king  of  the  ifles,  had  his  refidence  ;  his  houfes,  chapc-j,  &c.  are  now  ruinous.  His 
guards  de  corpi-,  called  Lucht-taeh,  kept  guard  on  t'le  lake-fide  neareft  to  the  ifle }  the 
walls  of  their  houfes  are  ftill  to  be  feen  there. 

Ihe  high  court  of  judicature,  confifling  of  t'ourteen,  fat  always  here ;  and  there  was 
an  appeal  to  them  from  all  the  courts  in  ("he  ifles :  the  eleventh  fliare  of  the  f-- 
debate  was  due  to  the  principal  judge.     There  was  a  big  ftone  of  feven  f"  -n  in 

in  which  there  was  a  deep  impreffio*,,  made  to  receive  the  feet  of  Mar  "^  --«£  fquare,  • 
was  crowned  King  of  the  Ifles  ''.anding  in  this  ftone,  and  fwo*"  -iJonald  ;  for  he 
tinue  his  vaffals  in  the  p6ffi*^,on  of  their  "inds,  and  do  er- '       -f  *""  he  would  con- 

,J^''  f  r  "^"v"'  *?"'  'l""'  •"  "■?  "''' ','?"  "=  '"  fr=ft-»=«r  lake,  as  in  Ilan  Loch. 
?n      '  ft  /""',     "^  "  ifS-"  "^  Dunnivag,  in  the  fouih-»eft  fide  of  the 

De,  a»d  there  are  feven.  caves  m  different  places  of  it.  The  largeft  that  I  faw  was  in 
or  fi.°nV   Th       '"'i^f  Vah  Veamag;  it  will  contain  two  hundred  men  to  (land 

fi,  rAk  ■  "  "k'lnfof  JT-ng  com  made  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it;  and  on  the 
other  fide  there  ,s  a  wall  bu.lt  clofe  to  the  fide  of  the  cave,  which  was  M  for  a  bed! 
chamber :  it  had  a  fire  on  the  Soor,  and  fome  chairs  about  it,  and  the  bed  flood  clofe 
to  the  wall.  There  is  a  ftone  without  the  cave-door,  about  which  the  common  people 
make  a  tour  funways.  ftypic 

A  inUe  on  the  fouth  weft  fide  of  the  ca»e  is  the  celebrated  well,  called  Tonbirin 
Xnahar,  which  in  the  antient  language  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  the  well  that  faliied  from 

M?  I^Vh  !"!  ''■«"'  Vr  I  T'^'u  '"5'.''°"  """""S  "'^  '"'8"  inhabitams  of  this 

ifie,  and  the  oppofite  ille  of  CoUonfay,  that  this  well  was  firft  in  Collonfay,  until  an  im- 
prudent woman  happened  to  walh  her  hands  in  it,  and  that  immediately  after,  the  well    ' 
being  thus  abufed   came  in  an  inftant  to  Ila,  where  it  is  like  to  continue,  and  is  ever  Cnce 
efteemed  a  cathohcon  for  difeafes  by  the  natives  and  adjacent  iilanders :  and  the  ereat 
refort  to  It  is  commonly  every  quarter-day.  6  "^ 

It  is  common  wuh  fick  people  to  make  a  vow  to  come  to  the  well,  and,  after  drink- 
ing,  they  make  a  tour  funways  round  it,  and  then  leave  an  offering  of  fome  finall  to.  - 
ken  fuch  as  a  pin,  needle,  farthing,  or  the  like,  on  the  Hone  cover  which  is  above  the 
well.  But  ,f  the  patient  is  not  like  to  recover,  they  fend  a  proxy  to  the  well,  who 
aas  as  above-mentioned,  and  carries  home  fome  of  the  water  tobe  drank  by  the  fick 
perfon.  ' 

There  is  a  little  chapel  befide  this  well,  to  which  fuch  as  had  found  the  benefit  of  the 
water,  came  back  and  returned  thanks  to  God  for  their  recovery. 
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TAtf  A'fl/n«  ^tie  Churchei  in  this  TJle  are  Otfinow  : 

RiS'  ^n^'ir  "^i  ?:^J""f"«  ^  'Church,  near  Port  Efcocfc,  Kil-Chovan  in  the. 

AuiZ^'w^^^    ""  ""^^^^  '  ■  ^='«^^'  *  *='!=4«1  m  IfliiM  Nave,  and  Kilihan- 

<qSm^^^.?*'°^"^ *''?*'•     *iher«  arenroLnes  f«  „p  «  .be  eaft  fide  5 

;««n.  "^^:7ff '^'  f'l^'^.^f  ChWma.-and  Good-FriJav.  'Kyare  w  tip™! 
JSS.ed,  ^.^'^t'^J.^rf'^Ii''*  the  .•rher.>«not  near /og«od/s  that  of/nra. 
CTwbi^h  h  is  x...^  "  r^3^^  ,f  f^f  J  but  Ha  i.  >wer  awl  more  marihjr.  which 
nxak?S  it  liabe  to  fevera.  ..  "^^afcs  th«  do  not  frouble  thL-*^  *'^1^"\  ^'^J'  generally 
fpeak  the  Iriih  tongue,  all  thoie  *"  '"e  beft  rant  ipeak  En^,""*  *  *'*7  We  ihe  fame-  - 
habit  and  diet  with  thofe  of  Jura,  This  ^  's  annexed  (o  the  cnS^^.  «  Scotland ;  Sir 
Hugh  Campbell  of  Caddel  is  the  king's  fteward  there,  and  has  one  h-.  *^  *^^  ^^^^  ifland^ 
This  ifle  is  reckoned  the  furtheft  weft  of  all  the  ifles  in  Britain :  tbew  is  .^  '''Uage  or. 
the  weft  coaft  of  it  called  Cul,  /.  e.  the  back  part ;  and  the  natives  (ay  that  u  Vis  fo 
called,  becaufe  the  andents  thought  it  the  back  of  the  world,  as  being  the  reoio*^ 
part  on  that  fide  of  it  The  natives  of  Ila»  Collonfay,  and  Jura  fay,  that  there  is 
an  ifland  lying  to  the  fouth-weft  of  thefe  ifles,  about  thediftance  of  a  day's  failing,  for 
which  they  have -only  a  bare  tradition.  Mr.  MackSwen,  prefent  minifter  in  the  ifle 
Jura,  gave  me  the  following  account  of  it,  which  he  had  fi^m  themafter  of  an  Eng-- 
lifli  veftel  that  happened  to  anchor  at  that  little  ifle,  and  came  afterwards  to  Jura  ; 
which  is  thus : 

As  I  was  failing  fome  thirty  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Ila,  I  was  becalmed  near 
a  little  ifle,  where  I  dropt  anchor,  and  went  aOiore..  I  found  it  covered  all  over 
with  long  grafs ;  there  were  abundaace  of  feals  lying  on  the  rocks,  and  on  the  fhoie ; 
there  is  Ukewife  a  multitude  of  fea-fowls  in  it :  there  is  a  river  in  the  middle,  and  oa- 
cach  fide  of  it  I  found  great  heaps  of  fifli-bones  of  many  forts ;  there  are  many  planics- 
and  boards  caft  up  upon  the  coaft  of  the  ifle,  and  it  being  all  plain,  and  almoft  level 
with  the  Tea,  I  caufed  my  men  (being  then  idle)  to  ^reEt  a  heap  of  the  wood  about 
two  ftories  high  ;  and  that  with  a  deftgn  to  make  die  ifland  more  confpicuous  to  fea- 
faring  men.  This  ifle  is  four  Englifli  miles  in  length  and  one  in  breadth  :  I  was  about- 
thirteen  hours  failing  between  this  ifle  and  Jura.  Mr.  John  Mac-Swen  above-men* 
tioned,  having  gone  to  the  ifle  of  CoUonfay,  fome  few  days  after,  was  told  by  the  in- 
habitants, that  from  an  eminence  near  the  monaftery,  in  a  ^tir  day,  they  faw  as  it  were 
the  top  of  a  little  niountain  in  the  fouth-weft  fea,  and  that  they  doubted  not  but  it  was 
bind,  though  they  never  obferved  it  before.  Mr.  Mac-Swen  was  confirmed  in  thi» 
opinion  by  the  account  above  mentioned  :  but  when  the  fummer  was  over,  they  never 
law  this  little  hill,  as  they  called  it,  any  more.  The  reafon  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
this,  that  the  high  winds,  in  all  probability,  had  caft  down  the  plls  vf  wood,  .that  forty 
>o  "      ^    ieamen. 
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feunen  had  erefted  the  preceding  year  in  that  ifland  ;  which,  by  reafon  of  the  defcrip* 
tioo  above  recited^  we  may  aptly  enough  calt  the  Green  lilaod. . 

The  JJie  of  Collonfayi 

ABOUT  two  leagues  to  the  north  of  Ila,  lies  the  ifle  Oranfay ;  it  is  Teparated  from 
Collonfay  only  at  the  tide  of  flood  :  this  peninfula  is  four  miles  in  dr^iuniferpDce,  being 
for  the  mo.1  part  a  plain,  arable,  dry,  fandy  foil,  and  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs  ;  it  is 
likewife  adorned  with  a  church,  chapel,  and  monaftery ;  they  were  built  by  the  fa- 
mous  St.  Columbus,  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated-  There  is  an  altar  in  (his 
church,  and  there  has  been  a  modem  crucifix  on  it,  in  which  feveral  precious  ftoncs 
vere  fixed  ^  the  mofl  valuble  o£  thefe  is  now  in  the  cudodyof  Mac  Duffic,  ui  black 
Raimufed  village,  and  it  is  ufed  as-a  catholicon  fordifeafes:  there  are  feveral  burying- 
places  here,  and  the  tomb-flones  for  the  moll  part  have  a  two>banded  fword  engraven 
on  them.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  vnthin,. lie  the  tombs  of  MaC' Duffie,  and  oT'^ 
the  cadets  of  his  family-,  there  is  a  fhip  under  fail,  and'a  rwo>handed  fword  engraven- 
on-the  principal  tomb-uone,  and  this  infcription,  Hw  jadt  Mhlcolumbus  Mac-Duffie  de- 
CoUoofay:  his  coat  of  arms  and  colour-ftaffis  fixed  in  a  Aone,  through  which  a  hole  is 
made  to  hold  it.  There  is  a  crois  at  the  eafl  and  weft  fides  of  this  church,  which  are  now 
hroken  ^  their  height  was  about,  twelve  feet  each  :  there  is  a  large  crofs  on  the  weft  fide:. 
of  the  church,  of  an  entire  ftone,.  very  hard  ;  there  is  a  pedeftal  of  three  fteps,  by. which 
they  afcend  to  it,  it  is  fixteen  feet  high,  and  a  foot  and  half  broac 
crucifix  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  crofs,  it  has  an  infcription  undemeat 
being  alraoft  worn  off  by  the  injury  of- time  ;  the  other  fide  has  a  ti 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  there  is 
diere  u  a  ftone  crofs  hxed,  called  Mac-DufHe's  crofs;  for  when  any  < 
^rnily  were  to  be  interred,  their  corpfes  were  laid  on  this  crofs  for 
their  way  toward  the  church. 

On  the  north-fide  of  the  church. there  is  a  fquare  ftone-wall,  about  two  ftOry  high  ; 
the  area  of  it  ts  about  fourfcore  paces,  and  it  is  joined  to  the. church-wall ;  within  this- 
fquare  there  is  a  lefier  fquare  of  one  ftory.  high,  and  about  (ixty  paces  wide,  three  fide? 
of  it  are  built  of  fmall  pillars,  confiding  of  two  thin  ftones  each,  and'each  pillar  vaulted- 
above  with  two  thin  (lones  tapering  upwards.  There  are  infcriptions  on  two  of  the 
'  pillars,  but  few  of  the  letters  are  perfefi.  There  are  feveraj  houfes  without  the  fquare, 
which  the  monks  lived  in..  There  is  a  garden  at  twenty  yards  diftance  on  the  north, 
fide  the  houfes. 

The  natives  of  CoHonfay  are  accuftomed,  after  thdr  arrival  in  Oronfay  iile,  to  make 
a  tour  funways  about  the  church,  before  they  enter  upon  any  kind  of  bufinefs.  My- 
landlord  having  one  of^his  family  fick  of  a  fever,  alked  my  book,  as  a  fingular  favour,', 
for  a  few  moments.  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  honeft  man's  requeft,  hebeing. 
illiterate  :  and  when  he  told  rae  the  reafon  of  it,  I  was  no  lefs  amazed,  for  it.was  tO' 
fan  the  patient'^  face  with  the  leaves  of  the  book :  and  this  he  did  at  nighti  He  fought 
the  book  next  morning,  and  again  in  the  evening,  and  then  thanked  me  for  fo  great  a 
favour:  and  told  me,  the  fick  perfon  was  much  better  by  it;  and  thus  I  underftood 
that  they  had  an  ancient  cuftom  of  fanning  the  face  of  the  fick  with  the  leaves  of  the 
Bible. 

The  ifle  of  Collonfay  is  four  miles  in  length  from  eaft'  to  weft,  and  above  a  mile  in. 
breadth.  The  mould  is  brown  and  fandy  on  the  ctxtft,-  and  affords  but  a  very  fmall' 
produft,  though  they  plough  their  ground  ,thrce  times;  the  middle  isrocky  and  heathy, 

which 


yGoogle 


654  martin's  pescription  of  the 

which  in  rood  places  is  prettily  mingled  with  thick  ever-greens  of  erica-baccifira,  ]u- 
nipeF,  and  cat's-tail. 

The  cattle  bred  here  are  caws,  horfes,  and  flieep  alt  of  a  low  fize.  The  inhabitants 
are  generally  well  proportioned,  and  of  a  black  complexjon  ;  they  fpeak  only  the  Irifh 
topgue,  and  ufe  the  habit,  diet,  &c.  that  is  ufed  in  the  Weftem  Ifles  j  they  are  all  pro- 
teftants,  and  obferve  the  feftivaU  of  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  and  Good-Friday  ;  but  the  wo- 
men only  obferve  the  feftival  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin.  Kilouran  is  the 
principal  church  in  thisiHe,  and  the  village  in  which  ihis  church  is,  hath  itsn^me  from 
it.  There  are  two  ruinous  chapels  in  th?  fouth  fide  of  this  ifle.  There  were  two  (tone 
chefis  found  lately  in  Kilouran  fands,  which  were  compofed  of  five  (tones  each,  and  had 
human  bones  in  them.  There  are  fome  frelh-water  lakes  abounding  with  trouts  in  this 
ifle.  There  are  liltewife  feveral  forts  her^,  one  of  which  is  called  Duncoll :  it  is  near 
the  middle  of  the  iOe,  it  hath  large  Aones  in  it,  and  the  wall  is  feven  feet  broad. 

The  other  fort  is  called  Dun-Evan  :  the  natives  have  a  tradition  among  them,  of  a 
very  little  generation  of  people,  th.it  lived  once  here,  called  Lufbirdan,  the  fame  with 
pigmies.    This  ifle  is  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  property. 

Mull. 

THE  ifle  of  Mull  lies  on  the  weft  coaft,  oppofite  to  Lochaber,  Swoonard,  and 
Moydart.  It  is  divided  from  thefe  by  a  narrow  channel,  not  exceeding  half  a  league  in 
breadth ;  the  ifle  is  twenly-fbur  miles  long  from  fouth  to  north,  and  as  many  ta  breadth 
from  eaft  to  weft.  A  fouth-eaft  moon  caufes  high  tide  here.  This  ifle  is  in  the  flieriff- 
dom  of  Argyle ;  the  air  here  is  temperately  cold  and  moift  ;  the  fre(h  breezes  that  blow 
from  the  mountains  do  in  fome  meafure  qualify  it :  the  natives  are  accuftomed  to  take 
a  large  dofe  of  aquavita  as  a  correftive,  when  the  feafon  is  very  moift,  and  then  they 
are  very  careful  to  chew  a  piece  of  charmel-root,  finding  it  to  he  aromatic,  efpecially 
when  they  intend  to  have  a  drinking-bout ;  for  they  fay  this  in  fome  meafure  prevents 
drunkennefs. 

The  mould  is  generally  black  and  brown,  both  in  the  hills  and  valleys,  and  in  fome 
parts  a  day  of  different  colours-  The  heaths  afford  abundance  of  turf  and  peats, 
which  (ferve  the  natives  for  good  fuel.  There  is  a  great  ridge  of  montains  about  the 
middle  of  the  ifle,  one  of  them  very  high,  and  therefore  called  Bein  Vore,  1.  e.  a  great 
mountain.  It  is  to  be  feen  from  all  the  Weftern  Ifle's,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
continent.  Both  mountains  and  valleys  afibrd  good  pafturage  for  all  foris  of  cattle,  as 
(heep,  goats,  and  deer,  which  herd  among  the  hills  and  bulhes.  The  horfcs  are  but  of 
a  k)W  fize,  yet  very  fprightly  ;  their  black,  cattle  are  likewife  low  in  fize,  but  their  flefiv 
is  very  delicious  and  fine.  There  is  abundance  of  wild  fowl  in  the  hills  and  valleys; 
and  among  them  the  black  cock,  heath-hen,  ptarniagan,  and  very  fine  hawks  :  the  fea- 
coafl  affords  all  fuch  fowl  as  are  to  be  had  in  the  Weftern  Ifics.  The  corn  growing 
liere  is  only  barley  and  oats.  There  is  great  variety  of  plants  in  the  htlls  and  vallevs, 
but  there  is  no  wood  here,  except  a  few  coppices  on  the  coaft.  There  are  fome  t>ays, 
and  places  for  anchorage  about  the  ifle.  The  bay  of  Duart  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  to  the 
north  of  the  caftle  of  that  name,  is  reckoned  a  (afe  anchoring-place,  and  frequented  by 
Grangers-  Lochbuy,  on  the  oppofite  weft  fiJe,  is  but  an  indifferent  harbour,  yet  vel- 
fels  go  into  it  for  herrings. 

The  coaft  on  the  weft  abounds  with  rocks  for  two  leagues  weft  and  fouth- weff.  The 
Bloody  Bay  is  over  againft  the  north  «Qd  of  iHand  Colamkil,  and  only  fit  for  veffels  of 
about  an  hundred  tons. 
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Some  few  miles  further  to  the  north  eaft  is  Loch  Levin,  the  entry  lies  to  the  weft- 
wardj  and  goes  twelve  miles  eafterly ;  there  are  herrings  to  be  had  in  it  IbmetimeF, 
and  it  abounds  with  oyfters,  cockles,  mufcles,  clams,  &c. 

Loch  lay  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Loch-Levin  ;  it  is  proper  only  for  fmall  veflels  ; 
herrings  are  to  be  had  in  it  fometimes,  and  it  abounds  with  variety  of  (hell  fifh :  the 
fmall  ifles,  called  tho  While  Ifle,  and  Ifle  of  Kids,  are  within  this  bay.  To  the  north  of 
Loch-Levin  hes  LochScafFord  ;  it  enters  fomh-weft,  and  runs  norih-eaft  ;  within  it  lie 
the  ifles  Eorfa  and  Inchkenneth,  both  which  are  reputed  very  fruitful  in  cattle  and 
com. 

'i'here  is  a  little  chapel  in  this  ifle,  in  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  ranks  are 
buried.  Upon  the  north  fide  of  Loch-Scafford  lies  the  ifle  of  Vevay ;  it  is  three 
mites  in  circumference,  and  encompalTed  with  rocks  and  flielves,  but  fruitful  in  corti, 
grafs,  &c. 

To  the  weft  of  Ulva  ires  the  ifle  Gometra,  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  fruitful  hx 
proportion  to  the  other  ifles. 

About  four  miles  further  lie  the  fmall  ifles,  called  Kairnburg  More  and  Kembag- 
Bet;  ;  they  are  naturally  very  ftrong,  faced  all  round  with  a  rock,  having  a  narrow  en- 
try, and  a  violent  current  or  a  tide  6n  each  fide,  fo  that  they  are  almofl:  impregnable. 
A  very  few  men  are  able  to  defend  thefe  two  forts  againft  a  thoufand.  There  is  a  fmall 
garrilon  of  the  (landing  forces  in  them  at  prefent. 

To  the  fouth  of  thefe  forts  lie  the  fmall  ifles  of  Fladday,  Lungay,  Back,  and  the  Call 
of  the  Back  :  cod  and  ling  are  to  be  had  plentifully' about  all  thele  iflands. 

Near  to  the  north-eaft  end  of  Mull  lies  the  ifle  Calve ;  it  is  above  two  miles  in  com- 
pafs,  has  a  coppice,  and  affords  good  pafturage  for  all  kind  of  cattle.  Between  this  ifle 
and  the  ifle  of  Mull  there  is  a  capaciousand  excellent  bay,  called  Tonbir  Mory,  i,  f.  the 
Virgin  Mary's  well  j  becaufe  the  water  of  a  well  of  that  name,  which  ia  faid  to  be  me* 
dkioalj  runs  into  the  bay. 

One  of  the  ftiips  of  the  Spanilh  armada,  called  the  Florida,  perifhed  in  tliis  bay^ 
having  been  blown  up  by  one  Smallet  of  Dunbarton,  in  the  year  1 588.  There  was  a 
great  fum  of  gold  and  money  on  board  the  ftiip,  which  difpofed  the  Earl  of  Argyle  and 
Kime  Engliftimen  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  it ;  but  how  hr  the  latter  fucceded  in  this 
enierprize  is  not  generally  well  known  ;  only  that  fome  pieces  of  gold  and  money,  and  a 
golden  chain  was  taken  out  of  her.  I  have  feen  fome  fine  brafs  cannon,  fome  pieces  of 
eight,  teeth,  beads,  and  pins  that  had  been  taken  out  of  that  ftiip.  Several  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Mult  told  me  thai  they  had  converfed  with  their  relations  that  were  living  at  the  harbour 
when  this  fliip  uas  blown  up  ;  and  they  gave  an  account  of  an  admirable  providence  that 
appeared  in  the  preferviitionof  one  Dr  Beaton,  (the  famousphyficiap.  of  Mull,)whawaa 
on  board  the  fliip  when  flie  blew  up,  and  was  then  litttng  on  the  upper  deck,  which  was 
blown  up  entire,  and  thrown  a  good  way  off;  yet  the  Doctor  was  laved,  and  lived  fe- 
veral  years  after. 

The  black  and  white  Indian  nuts  are  found  on  the  well  fide  of  this  ifle ;  the  natives', 
pulverize  the  blackkemd,  or  the  black  nut,  and  drink  it  in  boiled  milk  for  curing  the 
diarrhea. 

ITinre  are  feveral  rivers  in  the  ifle  that  afford  falmon,  and  fome  rivers  abound  with, 
the  black  mutcle  that  breeds  poarl.  Therr  are  alio  fome  frefti-water  lakes  that  have 
trouts  and  eels.  The  whole  ifle  is  very  well  w,itereii  with  many  fprings  and  fountains. 
They  told  me  of  a  fpri:;g  in  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountain  Bein  Vore,  that  has  a  yellow- 
coloureu  ftone  at  the  bottom,  which  doth  not  bum  or  become  hoij  though  it  flioulA 
be  kept  in  the  fire  for  a  whole  day  together. 
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TTie  tK^htbia  in  this  ifle  are  Teals,  otters,  vipers,  of  Ae  feme  kind  a^  thofe  ddcribed  in 
.the  ifle  of  Skie,  and  the  natives  ufe  the  fame  cures  for  the  luting  of  vipers.  Foxes  abound 
in  this  ifle,  and  do  much  hurt  among  the  lambs  and  kids. 

There  are  three  calUes  in  the  ile :  to  wit,  the  cattle  of  Duart,  fituated  on  the  ealt,  built 
upon  a  rock^the  eaft  fide  is  furrounded  by  the  fea.  This  was  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Mac- 
I^ean,  head  of  the  ancient  family  oi  the  Mac-Leans ;  and  is  now,  together  with  the 
eftate,  which  was  the  major  part  of  the  ifland,  become  the  Duke  of  Argyfe's  property, 
by  the  forfeiture  of  Sir  John. 

•    Some  miles  further  on  the  weft  coaft  ftands  the  caftle  of  Moy,  at  the  head  of  Loch. 
buy,  andHs  the  ieat  of  Mac- Lean  of  Lochbuy. 

There  is  an  oId<:aftte  at  .Avosin  the  mid^e  of  the  Ifland,  now  in  ruins.  There  are 
Tome  old  forts  .here  called  Dunns,  fuppofed  to  have  been  bailt  by  the  Danes.  There 
are  two  parifii-churches  in  the  ifle,  viz.  KilUnchen-Benorth,  Loch-Levin,  and  a  little 
.chapel,  called  -Kilwichk-Xwm,  at  the  lake  above  Loch-Lay ;  each  parifli  hath  a  minifter. 
The  inhabitants  are  all  Proteftants  except  two  or  three,  who  are  Roman  Catholics  ; 
■they  obfervethe  feftivals  of  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  Good-Friday,  and  St.  Michael's.  They 
fpeak  the  Irifli  language  generally,  but  thofe  of  the  beft  rank  fpeak  Englilh ;  they  wear 
ithe  fame  habit  as  the  jreft  of  the  iflanders. 

Jena. 

THIS  ifle  in  the  TriQi  language  is  called  /.  Colmkilf  i.  e,  the  tdhmus  of  Columbus 
the  clergyman.  Colum  was  nis  proper  name,  and  the  addition  of  Kil,  which  {ignifies 
a  church,  was  added  by  the  iflanders  by  way  of  excellence  j  for  there  were  few  churches 
.thenin  the  remote  and  lefler  ifles. 

The  natives  have  a  tradition  among  them,  that  one  of  the  clergymen  who  accom- 
;panied  Cohimbus  in  his  voyage  thither,  having  at  a  good  diftance  efpied  the  ifle,  and 
cried  joyfully  to  Columbus  in  the  Irifh  language,  Chi  miy  i.  e,  I  fee  her }  meaning  there- 
by the  country  of  which  they  had  been  in  quell :  that  Columbus  then  anfwered,  **  It 
Jhall  be  from  henceforth  called  T."  * 

The  ifle  is  two  miles  long  from  fouth  to  north,  and  one  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft. 
l*he  eaft  fide  is  all  arable  and  plain,  fruitful  in  com  and  grafs;  the  weft  fide  is  high 
and  rocky. 

This  ifle  was  anciently  a  feminary  of  learning,  fa'mous  for  the  fevere  difdpllne  and 
fandity  of  Columbus.  He  built  two  churches,  and  two  monafteries  in  it,  one  for  men, 
-the  other  for  women  ;  which  were  endowed  by  the  kmgs  of  Scotland  and  of  the  ifles ; 
fo  that  the  revenues  of  .the  church  then  amounted  to  four  thoufand  marks  per  ann. 
Jona  was  the  bifliop  of  the  ifles'  cathedral,  after  the  Scots  loft  the  Ifle  of  Man,  in  which 
King  Cratilinth  erefted  a  church  to  the  honour  of  our  Saviour,  called  Fanum  Sadorenfe. 
Hence  it  was  that  bifhop  of  the  ifles  was  ftyled'  Epifcoput  Sodoren^i,  The  vicar  of  jona 
was  parfon  of  Soroby  in  Tyre-iy  and  dean  of  the  ifles.  St.  Mary's  church  here  is  built 
in  form  of  a  crofs,  the  choir  twenty  yards  long,  the  cupola  twenty-one  feet  fquare,  the 
body  of  the  church  of  equal  length  with  the  choir,  and  the  two  crofs  ifles  half  that 
length.  1'iiere  are  two  chapels  on  each  fide  of  the  choir,  the  entry  to  them  opens  with 
large  pillars  neatly  carved  in  bajo  relievo  ;  the  fteeple  is  pretty  large,  the  doors,  win- 
'dows,  &c.  are  curioufly  carved ;  the  altar  is  large,  and  of  as  fine  marble  as  any  I  ever 
faw.  There  are  feveral  abbots  buried  within  the  church  ;  Mac-liikenich  his  ftatue  is 
done  in  black  marble,  as  big  as  the  fife,  in  his  epifcopal  habit,  with  a  mitre,  croner, 
ring,  and  ftoties  along  the  breaft,  &c.  The  reft  of  the  abbots  are  done  after  the  fame 
manner }  the  infcription  of  one  tomb  is  as  follows : 
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Hicjacet  Joannes  Mack-Ftngenf,  abbas  de  Out,  qui  obiit  anno  Domini  miUJtmo  quingen' 
lejimo. 

Bifliop  Knox,  and  feveral  perfone  of  dillin&ion,  as  Mac-Leod  of  Harxles,  have  alfo 
been  buried  here. 

There  is  the  ruins  of  a  cloifter  behind  the  churchj  as  alfo  of  a  library,  and  under  it 
a  lar!<,e  room  ;  the  n-itrves  fay  it  was  a  place  for  public  difputations. 

'I'hert,'  is  a  heap  of  Hones  wiiliout  the  church,  und^T  which  Mackean  of  Ardminur* 
chin  lies  buried.  There  is  an  e;7ipty  piece  of  ground  between  the  church  and  the  gar- 
dens, in  which  mnrii^^rers,  and  children  that  died  before  baptifm,  were  buried.  Near 
to  the  weft  end  01  the  church  in  a  little  cell  lies  Columbus*  tomb,  byt  without  in* 
fcription  ;  this  gave  me  occafion  to  cite  the  dillich,  afferting  that  Columbus  was  buried  - 
in  Ireland  j  at  ubich  the  natives  of  Jona  feeir.ed  very  much  difpleafed,  and  affirmed 
that  the  Irifh  who  faid  fo  were  impudent  liars ;  that  Columbus  was  once  buried  in  this 
place,  and  that  none  ever  came  from  Ireland  fince  to  carry  away  his  corpfe,  which  they 
had  attempted,  would  have  proved  equally  vain  and  prefumptuous. 

Near  St,  Columbus'  tomb  is  St.  Martin's  crofs,  an  entire  ftone  of  eight  feet  high  ; 
it  is  a  very  hard  and  red  ftone,  with  a  mixture  of  grey  in  it.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the 
crofs  is  engraven  a  large  crucifix,  and  on  the  eaft  a  tree ;  it  ftands  on  a  pedeftal  of  the 
fame  kind  of  ftone.  Ax  a  httle  further  diftance  is  Dun  Ni  Manich,  i.e.  Monk's  fort, 
built  of  ftone  and  Ume,  in  form  of  a  baftion,  pretty  high.  From  this  eminence  the 
monks  had  a  view  of  all  the  families  in  the  ifle,  and  at  the  fame  time  enjoyed  the  free 
air.  A  little  further  to  the  weft  lie  the  black  ftones,  which  are  fo  called,  not  from  their 
colour,  for  that  is  grey,  but  from  the  effefbs  that  tradition  fay  enfued  upon  perjury,  if 
any  one  became  guilty  of  it  after  fwearing  on  thefe  ftones  in  the  ufual  mannerj  for  an 
oath  made  on  them  was  decifive  in  all  controverfies. 

Mac-Donald,  king  of  the  ifles,  delivered  the  rights  of  their  lands  to  his  vafTals  in  the 
ifles  and  continent,  with  uplifted  hands  and  bended  knees,  on  the  black  ftones  \  and  in 
this  pofture,  before  many  witnefTes,  he  foletnnly  fwore  that  he  would  never  recall  thofe 
rights  which  he  then  granted :  and  this  was  inftead  of  his  great  feal.  Hence  it  is  that 
when  one  was  certain  of  what  he  affirmed,  he  faid  pofitively,  I  have  freedom  to  fwear 
this  mafer  upon  the  black  ftones. 

On  the  fouth  fide  the  gate,  without  the  church,  is  the  taylors'  houfe,  for  they  only 
wrought  in  it.  The  natives  fay,  that  in  the  time  of  the  plague  the  outer  gale  was  quite 
fiiut  up,  and  that  all  pruviftons  were  thrown  in  through  a  hole  in  the  gate  for  that 
purpofe. 

At  fome  diftance  fouth  from  St.  Mary^s  is  St.  Quran's  church,  commonly  called 
Reliqui  Ouran  ;  the  faint  of  that  name  ts  buried  within  it. 

The  laird  of  Mac'Kinnon  has  a  tomb  within  this  church,  which  is  the  ftatelieft  tomb 
in  the  ifle.  Onthe  wall  above  the  tomb  there. is  a  crucifix  engraven,  having  the  arms 
of  the  family  underneath,  viz.  a  boar's  head,  with  a  couple  of  fheep's  bones  in  its  jaws^ 
The  tomb-ftcne  has  a  ftatue  as  big  as  the  life,  all  in  armour,  and  upon  It  a  ftiip  under 
fail,  a  iion  at  the  head,  and  another  at  the  feet.  'I'he  infcription  on  the  tomb  is  thus: 
Hic  eft  Ahbas  Lacblanif  Mack-Fingonet  et  ejus  films  Abbatis  de  I.  Mtatis  in  Dm  M°  cccc 
Minn. 

There  are  other  perfons  of  diftinflion  in  the  church,  all  done  in  armour. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  mentioned  above,  is  the  burial-place  in  which  th« 
lungs  and  chiefs  of  tribes  are  buried,  and  over  them  a  ftirine ;  there,  was  an  infcription, 
giving  an  accouat  of  each  particular  tomb,  but  time  has  worn  thea  o£r.    The  middle- 
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nioft  had  written  on  it,  **  The  lombs  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland  j"  of  which  forty-aght 
lie  there. 

Upon  that  on  the  right  hand  was  written,  *'  The  tombg  of  the  Kings  of  Ireland  j" 
of  which  four  were  buried  here. 

And  upon  that  on  (he  left  hand  was  written,  *'  The  iUngs  of  Norway ;"  of  which 
eight  were  buried  here. 

On  the  right  hand  within  the  entry  to  the  church-yard  there  is  a  tomb-ftone  now 
overgrown  with  earth,  and  upon  it  ih?re  is  written,  Hie  jacet  Joannes  Turnbull^  quondam 
epifcopus  Canterburien/ts.  This  1  deliver  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jo.  Mac-Swen,  mi- 
niifterof  Jura,  who  fays  he  read  it. 

Next  to  the  kings  is  the  tomb-ftone  of  Mac-Donald  of  Ila  ;  the  arms,  a  ftiip  with 
hoifted  fails,  a  ftandard,  four  lions,  and  a  tree  :  t^e  infcription,  Hicjscet  corpus  Angu/u- 
Mack-Donuitl  de  He. 

In  the  weft  end  is  the  tombs  of  Gilbrid  and  Paul  Sporran,  ancient  tribes  of  the  Mac* 
Donalds. 

The  families  of  Mac-Lean  of  Duart,  Lochbuy,  and  Coll,  lie  next  all  in  armour,  as 
big  as-thelife. 

Mac-Atifter,  a  tribe  of  the  Mac-Donalds,  Mac-Ouery  of  Ulvey,  are  both  done  as 
above. 

There  is  a  heap  of  ftones  on  which  they  ufed  to  lay  the  corps  while  they  dug  the 
grave.  There  is  a  ftone  likewife'erefted  here,  concerning  which  the  credulous  natives 
iay,  that  whofoever  reaches  out  his  arm  along  the  ftone  three  dmes,  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  will  never  err  in  (tearing  the  helm  of  a  veflel. 

One  tomb  hath  a  clergyman,  with  this  infcription  upon  it }  SanBa,  isfc. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  fouth  is  the  church  Ronad,  in  which  feveral  prio- 
reffes  are  buried  :  one  of  the  infcriptions  is.  Hie  jacet  Dna.  Anna  Terleti,JiHa  quandaim 
priore/pt  de  Jona,  qua  obiit  anno  M'  Chrijii,  animam  Abrahams  commendamus. 

Another  infcription  is,  Behag  Nijn  Sorlevic  II  vril  prierija,  i.e.  Bathia  daughter  to 
Somerled,  fon  of  Gilbert,  priorefs. 

Without  the  nunnery  there  is  fuch  another  fquare  as  that  befide  the  monaftery  for 

men.    The  two  pavements,  which  are  of  a  hard  red  (tone,  are  yet  entire;  in  the  middle 

.  of  the  longeft  pavement  there  is  a  large  crofs,  like  to  that  mentioned  above,  and  is  called 

Mac-Lean's  Crofs.    There  are  nine  places  on  the  eaft  fide  the  ifle,  called  Ports  for 


The  dock  which  was  dug  out  of  port  Churich  is  on  the  fhore,  to  preferve  Columbus* 
boatcalledCurich,  which  was  made  of  ribs  of  wood,  and  theoutfide  covered  with  hides; 
the  boat  was  long,  and  Iharp-pointed  at  both  ends:  Columbus  i$  faid  to  have  transited 
eighteen  clergymen  in  his  bcKtt  to  Jona. 

There  are  many  pretty  variegated  ftones  in  the  fliore  below  the  dock  ;  they,  ripai  to 
a  green  colour,  gnd  are  then  proper  for  carving.  The  natives  fay  thefe  ftones  are  for- 
tunate, but  only  for  fome  particular  things  which  the  perfon  thinks  ftt  to  name,  in  ex.— 
clufton  of  every  thing  elfe. 

There  was  a  tribe  here  called  Clan  vie  rCofier^  from  Qfiiarii ;  for  they  are  faid  to 
hive  been  porters.  The  tradition  of  thefe  is,  that  before  Columbus  died,  thirty  of  this 
family  lived  then  in  Jona,  and  that  upon  fome  provocation  Columbus  entailed  a  curfe 
upon  them ;  which  was,  that  (hey  might  all  perilh  to  the  number  of  five,  and  that  they 
might  never  exceed-that  number,  to  which  they  were  accordingly  reduced  :  and  ever 
fince,  wjien  any  woman  of  the  fimily  was  in  labour,  both  ihe  and  the  other  four  were 
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afraid  of  death ;  for  if  the  child  that  was  to  be  then  bom  did  not  die,  they  fay  one  of 
the  five  was  fure  to  die ;  and  this  they  affirm  to  have  been  verified  on  every  fuch  occa-' 
Hon  fucceiliveiy  to  ttus  day.  I  found  the  only  one  of  this  tribe  living  in  the  ifle,  and 
both  he  and  the  natives  of  this  and  of  all  the  weftem  iiles  unanimoufly  declare  that  this 
obrervation  never  failed  j  and  all  this  little  family  is  now  exin£t,  except  this  one  poor 
man. 

The  life  of  Columbus,  written  in  the  Irifh  chara£ler,  is  in  the  cuflody  of  John  Mac- 
'  Neit  in  the  ifle  of  Barray  j  another  copy  of  it  is  kept  by  Mac-Donald  of  Bembecula. 

The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition,  that  Columbus  fuffered  no  women  to  flay  in  the  ifle 
except  (he  nuns ;  and  that  all  the  tradefmen  who  wrought  in  it  were  obliged  to  keep 
their  wives  and  daughters  in  the  oppofite  little  iile,  called  on  that  account  WomeaViile. 
They  fay  likewife,  that  it  was  to  keep  women  out  of  the  ifle  that  he  would  not  fufier 
cows,  Iheep,  or  goats  to  be  brought  to  it.  ~^  ' 

Beda,  in  his  Ecclefiaflical  Hiflory,  lib.  iii.  cap.  4.  gives  an  account  of  him.  In  the 
year  of  our  Lord  565,  (at  the  time  that  Juftin  the  younger  fucceeded  Juflinian  in  the 
government  of  the  Roman  empire)  the  famous  Columba,  a  prefbyler  and  abbot,  but  in 
habit  and  life  a  monk,  came  from  Ireland  to  Britain  to  preach  the  word  of  God  to  the 
northern  provinces  of  the  PiCts  ;  that  is,  to  thofe  who  by  high  and  rugged  mountains 
are  feparated  from  the  fouthern  provinces.  For  the  fouthern  Pifls,  who  have  iheir.ha- 
bitation  on  this  fide  the  fame  hills,  had,  as  they  afHrm  themfelves,  renounced,  idolatry, 
and  received  the  faith  a  long  time  before,  by  the  preaching  of  Ninian  the  bifhop,  a  moll 
reverend  and  holy  man,  of  (he  country  of  the  Britons,  who  was  regularly  educated  at  ^  *' 

Rome  in  the  myfleries  of  truth. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  Meilochen,  fon  to  Pridius  King^of  Pi£ls,  a  mod  powerful  fcang, 
Columbus,  by  his  preaching  and  example,  converted  that  nation  to  the  f^th  of  Chrili. 
Tipon  this  account  they  gave  him  the  ifle  above-mentioned  Cwhich  he  calls  Hii,  book  iii. 
cap.  3.)  to  ere£l  a  monaftery  in;  which  his  fuccelTors  poffefs  to  this  day,  and  where  he 
faimfelf  was  buried,  in  the  feventy-feventh  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty-fecond  after  his 

fobg  to  Britain  to  preach  the  gofpel.  He  built  a  noble  monaflery  in  Ireland  before 
is  coming  to  Britain ;  from  both  which  monafteries  he  and  his  difciples  founded  fe- 
veral  other  monalleries  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  among  all  which,  the  monaftery  of  the 
iOand  in  which  his  body  is  interred,  has  the  pre-eminence.  The  iJle  has  a  rector,  who 
is  always  a  prefbyter-abbot,  to  whofe  jurifdi^ion  the  whole  province,  and  the  bifhops 
themfelves  ought  to  be  fubje^l,  though  (he  thing  be  unufual,  according  to  the  example 
of  that  firft  ductor,  who  was  not  a  bifhop,  but  a  prefbyter  and  monk  ;  and  of  whofe 
life  and  doflrine  fome  things  are  faid  to  be  wrote  by  his  difciples.  But  whatever  he 
was,  this  is  certain,  that  he  left  fucceflbrs  eminent  for  their  great  chaflity,  divine  love, 
and  regular  infiitution. 

This  monaflery  fumifhed  bifhops  to  feveral  diocefes  of  Engird  and  Scotland  ;  and 
amongfl  others,  Aidanus,  who  was  fent  from  thence,  and  was  bifhop  of  Lindisfairn, , 
now  Holy-Ifland. 

'  The  JJle  of  Tire-ijt  iifo  called  from  Tire  a  Ceuniry  and  ly  an  IJihmm  ;  the  Rocks  m  the 
Ttarroit!  Chonne! fcEin  to  favour  the  Etymology. 

mis  ifle  lies  about  eight  leagues  to  the  weft  of  Jona,  or  I  Colm^il.  The  land  is 
low  and  moorifh,  but  there  are  two  little  hills  on  the  foutb-weft  fide  ;  the  mould  is  ge- 
nerally brown,  and  for  the  mofl  part  fandy.  The  weftern  fide  is  rocky  for  about  three 
le^ues :  the  iAe  affords  no  convenient  harbour  for  fhips,  but  has  been  always  valued 
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for  its  extraordinary  fruitfulnefs  in  com,  yet  being  tilled  every  year,  it  is  become  I^^fs 
fruitful  than  formerly.  There  is  a  plain  piece  of  ground  about  fix  miles  in  compafs  on 
the  eaft  coaft,  called  the  Ri-ue  ;  the  grafs  is  feldom  TufTered  to  grow  the  length  of  half 
an  inch,  being  only  kept  as  a  common,  yet  is  believed  to  excel  any  parcel  of  land  of  iis 
extent  in  the  ides  or  oppofite  continent :  there  are  fmall  channels  in  it,  through  which 
the  tide  of  flood  comes  in,  and  it  fomelimes  overflows  the  whole. 

The  ifle  is  four  miles  in  length  from  the  fouth-ead  to  the  north-weft  ;  the  natives  for 
the  mod  part  live  on  barley-bread,  butter,  milk,  cheefe,  fi(h,  and  fome  eat  the  roots 
of  filver-weed  ;  there  are  but  few  that  eat  any  fiefli,  and  the  fervants  ufe  water.gruel 
often  with  their  bread.  In  plentiful  years  the  natives  drink  ale  generally,  'i  here  are 
three  ale-houfes  in  the  ifle  :  the  brewers  preferve  their  ale  in  large  earthen  veffels,  and 
fay  they  are  much  better  for  this  purpofe  than  thofe  of  wood  ;  fome  of  them  contain 
twelve  Englifh  gallons.  Their  meafure  for  drink  is  a  third  part  larger  than  any  I  could 
obferve  in  anv  other  part  of  Scotland.  The  ale  that  I  had  in  the  inn  being  too  weak, 
I  told  my  hoft  of  it,  who  promifed  to  make  it  belter ;  for  this  end  he  took  a  he£tic- 
ftone,  and  having  made  it  red-hot  in  the  fire,  he  quench'd  it  in  the  ale.  The  company 
and  I  were  fatisfied  that  the  drink  was  a  little  more  brifk,  and  1  rotd  him  that  if  he  could 
add  fome  more  life  to  our  ale,  -he  would  extremely  oblige  the  company.  This  he 
frankly  undertook  ;  and  to  cffed  it  toafted  a  barley-cake,  and  having  broke  it  in  pieces, 
he  put  it  into  the  difti  with  the  ale ;  and  this  experiment  we  found  as  efiedual  as  the 
firft.  I  enquired  of  him  if  he  had  any  more  art  to  revive  our  ale,  and  then  he  would 
make  it  pretty  good  j  heanfwered,  that  he  knew  of  nothing  elfe  but  a  malt  cake,- which 
he  had  not  then  ready  ;  and  fo  we  were  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  what  pains 
-  had  been  already  ufed  to  revive  our  drink.  The  natives  preferve  their  yeaft  by  an 
oaken  wyth,  which  they  twift  and  put  inib  it ;  and  for  future  ufe,  keep  it  in  barley- 
ftraw.  The  cows  and  horfes  are  of  a  very  low  fize  in  this  ifle,  being  in  the  winter' and 
fpring  time  often  reduced  to  eat  fea-ware.  The  cows  give  plenty  of  milk  ;  when  they 
have  enough  of  frelh  fea  ware  to  feed  on,  it  fattens  them  ;  the  horfes  pace  naturally,  and 
are  very  fprightly,  though  little.  The  ground  abounds  with  flint-ftone;  the  natives 
tell  me  they  find  pieces  of  fulphur  in  feveral  places.  The  weft  winds  drive  the  ordinary 
Indian  nuts  to  the  fhore  of  this  ifle,  and  the  natives  ufe  them  as  above,  for  removing 
the  diarrhea  ;  and  the  svater  of  the  well  called  Tonbir  in  Donich,  is  by  the  natives  drunk 
as  a  catholicon  for  difeafes. 

Some  years  ago  about  one  hundred  and  fixly  little  whales,  the  biggeft  not  exceeding 
fwenty  feet  long,  run  themfelves  afhore  in  this  ifle,  very  feafonably,  in  time  of  fcarcity, 
for  the  natives  did  eat  them  all ;  and  toll  me  that  the  fea-pork,  i.  e  the  whale,  is  bnth 
wholefome  and  very  nourifljing  meat.  There  is  a  frefh- water  lake  in  the  middle  of  the 
ifle,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  there  is  an  old  cattle  now  in  ruins.  The  ifle  being  low 
and  moorifli,  is  unwholefome,  and  makes  the  natives  fubjffl  to  the  ague.  The  inhabi- 
tants living  in  the  fouth-eaft  parts  are  for  the  moft  part  bald,  and  have  but  very  thin  hair 
on  their  heads.  There  is  a  cave  in  the  fouth-weft,  which  the  natives  are  accuftomed  to 
watch  in  the  night,  and  then  take  many  cormorants  in  it.  'I'here  are  feveral  forts  in 
the  ifle  ;  one  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  Dun-Taelk  in  Baelly  Petris :  they  are  in  form 
the  fame  with  thofe  in  the  northern  iflcs.  There  are  feveral  great  and  fmall  circles  of 
ftones  in  this  ifle  The  inhabitants  are  all  Proteftanis  ;  they  obferve  the  feftivals  of 
Chriftmas,  Good-Friday,  Eader,  and  St.  Michael's  Day.  Upon  the  latter  there  is  a 
general  cavalcade^  at  which  all  the  inhabitants  rendezvous.  They  fpeak  the  Irifli  tongue, 
and  wear  the  Highland  drefs.    This  ifle  is  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  property,  it  bang  one 
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of  the  iOes  lately  poffelTed  by  .the  bird  of  Mac- Lean :  the  parilh  chiirch  ia  the  ifle  is 
called  Sorobjy  and  is  a  parfonage. 

The  IJle  of  Col! . 

THIS  ifle  lies  about  half  a  league  to  the  eaft  and  norih-eafl  of  Tire-iy,  from  which 
it  halh  been  fevered  by  the  Tea.  It  is  ten  miles  in  length,  and  three  in  breadth ;  it  is 
generally  compofed  of  little  rocky  hills,  covered  with  heath.  The  north-fide  is  much 
plainer,  and  arable  ground,  affording  barley  and  oats;  the  inhabitants  always  feed  on 
the  latter,  and  thofe  of  Tire-iy  on  the  former.  The  ifle  of  Coll  produces  more  hoys  than 
girts,  and  the  ifle  of  Tire-iy  more  girls  than  boys  ;  as  if  nature  intended  both  thefe  ifles 
for  mutual  alliances,  without  beine  at  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  adjacent  ifles  or  conti- 
nent to  be  uiatched.  Ihe  parifli-book,  in  which  the  number  of  the  baptized  is  to  be 
feen,  confirms  this  obfervatlon. 

There  are  fevcral  rivers  in  this  ifle  that  afford  falmon.  There  is  a  frefli-water  lake  in 
the  fouth-caft  Ode.  which  hath  trouts  and  eels.  Within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lies  a  little 
cafflc,  th<r  feat  of  Mac-Lean  of  Coll.ihe  proprietor  of  the  ifle:  he  and  all  the  inhabitants 
are  Proteflants ;  they  obferve  the  feftivals  of  Chriftmas,  Good-Friday,  Eafter,  and 
St.  Michael :  at  the  I  itter  they  have  a  general  cavalcade,  -^ll  the  inhabitants  fpeak  the 
Irifii  tongue,  (a  few  excepted.)  and  wear  the  habit  ufed  by  the  reft  of  the  iflanders. 
1  his  ifle  is  much  wholefomer  than  that  of  Tire-ty.  I  faw  a  gentleman  of  Mac-Lean  of 
Coll*s  family  here,  aged  eighty-five,  who  walked  up  and  down  the  fields  daily. 

Cod  and  ling  aboimd  on  the  coalt  of  this  ifle.  and  are  of  a  larger  fize  here  than  in  the 
adjacent  ifles  and  continent. 

On  the  fimth  eaft  coaft  of  this  ifle  lie  the  train  of  rocks  called  the  Cam  of  Coll ;  they 
reach  about  half  a  leitgne  from  the  fhore,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  fatabty  to  fea- 
fering  men,  of  which  there  are  feveral  late  inftances.  There  is  no  venomous  creature 
in  this  ifland,  or  that  of  Tire-iy. 

Rum. 

THIS  ifle  lies  about  four  leagues  fouih  fromSkie;  it  is  mountainous  and  heathy, 
but  the  coaft  is  arable  and  fruitful.  The  ifle  is  five  miles  long  from  fouth  to  north, 
"and  three  from  eaft  to  weft ;  the  north  end  produces  fome  wood.  I  he  rivers  on  each 
fide  afford  falmon.  There  is  plenty  of  land  and  fea-fowl ;  fome  of  the  Utter,  efpecially 
the  piiflSn,  build  in  the  hills  as  much  as  in  the  rocks  on  the  coaft,  in  which  there  are 
ahundance  of  caves:  the  rock  facing  the  weft  fide  is  red,  and  that  on  the  eaft  fide  grey. 
The  mountains  have  fome  hundred  of  deer  grazing  in  them.  The  nativ.  s  gave  me  an 
account  of  a  ftrange  ohfervation,  which  they  fay  proves  fatal  to  the  pulterity  of  Lachlin, 
a  cadet  of  Mac-Lean  of  Coil's  family  ;  that  if  any  of  tht'in  fli<iot  ata  deer  on  [he  moun- 
tain Finchra,  he  dies  fuddenly,  or  contrafts  fome  viviicnt  difteniper,  which  foon  puts  a 
period  to  his  life.  They  told  me  fome  inftunces  to  this  pnrpole  :  whatever  may  be  in 
i\  there  is  none  of  the  tribe  above  named  will  ever  oftL-r  to  llioot  the  deer  in  that 
mountain. 

The  bay  Loch-Screford  on  the  eaft  fide  is  not  fit  for  anchoring,  except  without  the 
entry. 

There  is  a  chapel  in  this  ifle ;  the  natives  are  Proteflants ;  Mac-Lean  of  Coll  is  pro- 
prietor^  and  the  language  and  habit  the  lame  with  the  nortnern  ifles. 
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IJIe  Muck. 

IT  lies  a  little  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Rum,  being  four  miles  in  circumference,  all  fur- 
rounded  with  a  rock  j  it  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs :  the  hawks  in  the  rocks,  here  are 
reputed  to  be  very  good.  The  cattle,  fowls,  and  amphibia  of  this  ifland,  are  the  fame 
as  in  other  illes ;  the  i^tives  fpeak  the  Irilh  tongue  only,  and  ufe  the  habit  wore  by  their 
neighbours. 

I/le  Cannay. 

THIS  iflelies  about  half  a  mile  off  Rum  ;  it  is  two  miles  from  fouth  to  north,  and 
one  from  eaft  to  weft.  It  is  for  the  moft  part  furrounded  with  a  high  rock,  and  the 
whole  fruitful  in  com  and  grafs :  the  fouth  end  hath  plenty  of  cod  and  ling. 

There  is  a  high  hill  in  the  north  end,  which  diforders  the  needle  in  the  compafs :  I 
laid  the  compafs  on  the  ftony  ground  near  it,  and  the  needle  went  often  round  with 
great  fwiftnefs,  and  inftead  of  fettling  towards  the  north,  as  ufual,  it  fettled  here  due  eaft. 
The  ftones,  in  the  furface  of  the  earth  are  black,  and  the  rock  below  facing  the  fea  is 
i^d  :  fome  affirm  that  the  needle  of  a  fliip's  compafs,  foiling  by  the  hill,  is  difordered  by 
the  force  of  the  magnet  in  this  rock ;  but  of  this  I  have  no  certainty. 

The  natives  call  this  ille  by  the  name  of  Tarfm  at  fea ;  the  rock  Heifker  on  the  fouth 
end  abounds  with  wild  geefein  Auguft,  and  then  they  eaft  their  quilis.  The  church  in 
this  ifle  is  dedicated  to  St.  Columbus.  Alt  the  natives  are  Roman  Catholics  ;  they  ufe 
the  language  and  habit  of  the  other  ifles.  Allan  Mac- Donald  is  proprietor.  There  is 
good  anchorage  on  the  north-eaft  of  this  ille. 

-     A  Defcription  of  the  Ifit  of  Egg. 

THIS  ide  Uesto  the  fouth  of  Skie  about  four  leagues ;  it  is  three  miles  in  length, 
and  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  about  nine  in  circumference :  it  is  all  rocky  and 
mountainous  from  the  middle  towards  the  weft ;  the  eaft  fide  is  plainer,  and  more 
arable  :  the  whole  is  indifferently  good  for  pafturage  and  cultivation.  There  is  a  moun- 
tain in  the  fouth  end,  and  on  the  top  of  it  there  is  a  high  rock  called  Skur  Egg,  about 
an  hundred  and  fifty  paces  in  circumference,  and  has  a  frefh-water  lake  iu  the  middle 
of  it ;  there  is  no  accefs  to  this  rock  but  by  one  pallage,  which  makes  it  a  natural  fort. 
There  is  a  harbour  on  thefouih-eaft  fide  of^thisifle,  which  maybe  enteredintoby  either 
fide  the  fmall  ifle  without  it.  There  is  a  verybig  cave  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  this 
ifle,  capable  of  containing  feveral  hundreds  of  people.  The  coaft  guarding  the  north- 
weft  is  a  foft  quarry  of  white  ftone,  having  fome  caves  in  it.  There  is  a  well  in  the  vil- 
lage called  Ftvepenniest  reputed  efhcacious  againft  feveral  diftempers :  the  natives  told 
methat  it  never  fails  to  cure  any  perfon  of  their  firftdifeafe,  only  by  drinking  a  quantity 
of  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  days  ;  and  that  if  a  ftranger  lie  at  this  well  in  the 
night-time,  it  will  procure  a  deformity  in  fome  part  uf  his  body,  but  has  no  effed  on  a 
native  j  and  this  they  fay  hath  been  frequently  experimented. 

There  is  a  heap- of  (tones  here  called  Martin  Dcjil,  \.  e.  a  place  corifecrated  to  the 
Hunt  of  that  name,  about  which  the  natives  oblige  themfelves  to  make  a  tour  round 
fun-ways. 

There  is  another  heap  of  ftones,  which  they  fay  was  confecrated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 

In  the  village  on  the  fouth  coaft  of  this  ifle  there  is  a  well,  called  St.  Katherine's  well  j 

the  natives  have  it  in  great  efteem,  and  believe  it  to  be  a  cavholicon  for  difeafes.     They 

told  me  that  it  had  beai  fuch  ever  finc&it  was  confecrated  by  one  Father  Hugh,  a  popifh 
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prieft,  in  the  following  manner :  he  obliged  all  ihe  inhabitants  to  come  to  this  well^  and 
then  employed  them  to  bring  together  a  great  heap  of  ftones  at  the  head  of  the  fpn'ng, 
by  way  of  penance.  This  being  done,  he  faid  inafs  at  ihewell,  and  then  confecrated  it ; 
he  gave  each  of  the  inhabitants  a  piece  of  wax  candle,  which  they  lighted,  and  all  of 
them  made  the  deHil,  of  going  round  the  well  fun  ways,  the  prieft  leading  them  :  and 
from  that  time  it  was  accounted  unlawful  to  bolt  any  meat  with  the  water  of  this  well. 

The  natives  obferve  St.  Katherine's  anniverfary  ;  all  of  them  come  to  the  well,  and 
having  drank  a  draught  of  it,  they  make  the  deflil  round  it  fun  ways  y  this  is  always 
performed  on  the  6fteenih  day  of  April.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ille  are  well  propor- 
tioned ;  they  fpeak  the  Irilh  tongue  only,  and  wear  the  hatut  of  the  iflanders ;  they  are 
all  Roman  CathoKcks,  except  one  woman,  that  is  a  proteflant. 

There  is  ^  church  here  on  the  eall  fide  the  ifle,  dedicated  to  St.  Donnao,  whofe  anm- 
Terfary  they  obferve. 

About  thirty  yards  from  the  church  there  is  a  fepulchral  urn  under  ground ;  it  is  a 
big  ftone  hewn  to  the  bottom,  about  four  feet  deep,^nd  the  diameter  of  it  is  about  the 
fame  l»-eadth;  I  caufed  them  todig  the  ground  above  it,  and  we  found  aflat  thin  ftone 
covering  the  um  :  it  was  almoft  full  of  human  bones,'but  no  head  among  them,  and 
they  were  fair  and  dry.  I  enquired  of  the  natives  what  was  become  of  the  heads,  and 
they  could  not  tell  j  but  ohe  of  them  faid,  perhaps  their  head  had  been  cut  off  with  a 
two  handed  fword,  and  taken  away  by  the  enemy.  Some  few  paces  to  the  north  of  the- 
um  there  is  a  narrow  paflage  under  ground,  but  how  far  it  reaches  they  could  give  me 
no  account. 

The  natives  dare  not  call  this  ifle  by  its  ordinary  name  of  Egg,  when  they  are  at  fea, 
but  ifiand  Nim- Ban-More,  i.  e.  the  ifle  of  big  women.  St.  Donnan'^s  well,  which  is  in 
the  fouth-well  end,  is  in  great  efteem  by  the  natives ;  for  St.  Donnan  is  the,celebrated 
tutelar  of  this  ifle.    The  natives  do  not  allow  proteftants  to  come  to  their  buriaU 

The  proprietors  of  the  ifle  are  Allan  Mac-Donald  of  Moydort^and,  AUan  Mac-Donald 
of  Moron. 

St.  Kildih  or  Hirt. 

THE  firft  of  thefe  names  is  taken  from  one  Kilder,  who  lived  here  ;  and  from  fiiiw 
the  large  well  Tombir-Kilda  has  alfo  its  name.  Hirta  is  taken  from  the  IriQi  ler,  which 
in  that  language  figniBes  weft  ;  this  ifle  lies  direAly  oppofite  to  the  ifles  of  North- Vift, 
Harries,  &c.  It  is  reckoned  eighteen  leagues  from  the  former,  and  twenty  from  Har- 
ries. This  ifle  is  by  Peter  Goas,  in  a  map  he  made  of  it  at  Rotterdam,  called  St.  Kil- 
der ;  it  is  the  remoteft  of  all  the  Scots  north-weft  ifles  :  it  is  about  two  miles,  in  lengthy 
and  one  in  breadth ;  it  is  faced  all  round  with  a  fteep  rock,  except  the  bay  on  the  fouth- 
eaft,  which  is  not  a  harbour  lit  for  any  velFel,  though  in  the  time  of  a  cahn  one  may  land 
upon  the  rock,  and  get  up  into  the  ifland  with  a  little  climbing.  The  land  rifes  pretty 
high  in  the  middle,  and  there  is  one  mountain  higher  than  any  other  part  of  the  ifland. 
There  are  feveral  fountains  of  good  water  on  each  tide  this  ifle.  The  com  produce<i 
here  is  oats  and  barley,  the  latter  is  the  largeft  in  the  weftem  ifles. 

The  horfes  and  cows  here  are  of  a  lower  fize  than  in  the  adjacent  ifles,  but  the  ffieep 
differ  only  in  the  bignefs  of  their  horns,  which  are  very  long. 

There  is  an  ancient  fort  on  the  fouth  end  of  the  bay  called  Dun-6r.Volg,  i.  e.  the 
fort  of  the  Volfcij :  this  is  the  fenfe  put  upon  the  word  by  the  antiquaries  of  the  oppofite 
ifles  of  Vift* 
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The  ide  Soa  is  near  half  a  mile  diHant  from  the  weft  fide  of  St.  Kilda ;  k  iB  a  m'tle  in 
circumference,  very  high,  and  fteep  all  round  Borer(i,  lies  above  two  leagues  north  of 
St.  Kilda  ;  it  is  near  a  mile  in  circumference,  the  moll  of  it  furrounded  with  a  high  rock. 
The  largeft  and  the  two  leffer  ides  are  good  for  pafturage,  and  abound  with  a  prodigious 
number  of  fea  fowl,  from  March  till  September  ;  the  Solan  geefe" are  very  numeroui 
here,  infomuch  that  the  inhabitants  commonly  keep  yearly  above  twenty  thoufand 
young  and  old  in  there  little  flone  houfe?,  of  which  there  are  fome  hundreds  for  preferv- 
ing  their  fo*ls,  eggs,  &c.  They  ufe  no  fait  for  preferving  their  fowl ;  the  eggs  of  the 
fea  wild  fowl  are  preferved  fome  months  in  the  afties  of  peats,  and  are  aitringsnt  w 
fuch  as  be  not  accuftomed  to  eat  them. 

,  The  Solan  goofe  is  in  fize  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  land  goofe,  and  of  a  white  colour, 
except  the  lips  of  the  wings,  which  are  black,  and  the  top  of  their  head,  whii.h  is 
yellow  ;  their  bill  is  long,  Imiil  pointed,  and  very  hard,  and  pierces  an  inch  deep  into- 
wood,  in  their  defcent  after  a  lilh  laid  on  a  board,  as  fome  ufe  to  catch  them.  When 
they  flfep,  ihey  put  thtir  head  under  their  wings,  but  one  of  them  ketps  watch,  and  If 
that  be  furprizcd  by  the  fowler  (which  often  happens)  all  the  reft  are  then  eafily  caught 
by  the  neck,  one  after  another  }  but  if  the  centinei  gives  warning,  by  crving  loud,  then 
all  the  flock  make  their  efcape.  When  this  fowl  filhes  for  herrine;,  it  Sies  about  lixty 
yards  high,  and  then  defcends  perpendicularly  into  the  fea,  but  aft^r  alt  other  RHi  it  Je> 
fcenJs  a-fquint :  the  reafon  for  this  manner  of  pur  uing  the  herrings  is,  becaule  they 
are  in  greater  Ihoalsthan  any  other  filh  whatfoever. 

There  is  a  barren  tribe  of  Solan  geefe,  that  keep  always  togerher,  and  never  mix  a- 
vnong  the  red  that  build  and  hatch.  The  Solan  geefe  come  to  thofe  Ift^nds  in  March, 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  fouth-weft  wind  :  before  their  coming,  they  fend  a  f 'w  of 
their  number,  as  harbingers  before  them,  and  when  they  have  made  a  tour  round  the 
ifles,  they  return  immediately  to  the  company  ;  and  in  a  few  days  after,  the  whole  fi^Kk 
comes  together,  and  {lays  till  September.  The  natives  make  a:  pudding  of  the  fat  of 
this  fowl,  in  the  ftomach  of  if,  and  boil  it  in  their  water-gruel,  which  they  call  brochanj 
they  drink  it  likewife  for  removing  the  cough  :  it  is  by  daily  experience  found  to  be  an 
excellent  vulnerary. 

The  inhabitants  eat  the  Solan  goofe  egg  raw,  and  by  experience  find  it  to  be  a  good 
peroral.  The  Solan  geefe  are  daily  making  up  their  nefts  from  March  till  September : 
'they  make  them  in  the  (helves  of  high  rocks  ;  they  fifii,  hatch,  and  make  their  neftsby 
turns,  and  they  amafs  for  this  end  a  great  heap  of  grafs,  and  fuch  other  things  as  they  caicil 
floating  on  the  water  :  the  (lf*ard  of  St.  Kilda  told  me,  that  they  had  found  a  red  coat 
in  a  nell,  a  brafs  fun  dial,  and  an  arrow,  and  fome  Molucca  beans  in  another  ne(l> 
This  Solan  goole  is  believed  to  be  the  (harped  lighted  of  all  fea  fowls  ;  it  (jreftrvL-s  five 
or  fix  herrings  in  its  gorget  entire,  and  carries  them  to  the  neit,  where  ii  fpews  ih™ 
out  to  ferve  as  lood  to  the  young  ones  :  they  are  obferved  to  j-o  h  hihing  to  Icveral  ilit-s 
that  he  about  ihiny  leagues  diltant,  and  carry  the  filh  in  their  gorgtt  all  ihat  w^y  j  and 
this  is  confirmed  ly  the  Englifh  hooks,  which  are  found  fticking  to  the  filh-bones  in 
their  nells,  for  the  natives  have  no  fuch  hooks  among  them. 

They  have  another  bird  here  called  Fulmar  ;  it  is  a  grey  f  )wl,  about  the  fizc  of  a 
moor-hen  :  it  has  a  ftrong  bill,  with  wide  nollnis  ;  as  often  as  it  goes  to  fea,  tt  is  a  cer- 
~  tain  fign  of  a  wtdern  wind,  for  it  fits  alwaya  on  the  rock,  when  the  winJ  is  to  blow 
^om  any  other  qU'irter.  'I  his  fowl,  the'natives  fay,  picks  its  food  out  of  live  uhales, 
and  that  it  eats  forrel ;  for  both  thofe  forts  of  food  are  found  in  its  nell  When  any 
Ane  approaches  thefulmar,  it  fpoutsout  atits  billabuut  a  quart  of  pure  oil}  the  natives 
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furptize  the  fowl  and  preTervethe  oil,  and  bum  m  their  lamps  :  it  is  good  againR  rheti- 
matick  pains  and  achs  in  the  bone?,-  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  ides  value  it  as  a 
catholicoa  for  difeafet ;  fome  take  it  for  a  vomit,  others  for  a  purge.  It  has  bren  fuc- 
cefefully  ufed  a^ainft  rbeumatick  pains  in  Edinburgh  and  London :  in  the  latter  it  has 
been  lately .'ufed  to  affuage  the  fwelling  of  a  ftrained  foot,  a  cheek  fwelled  with  the  tooth- 
ach,  and  for  dircniHng  a  hard  boil  ^  and  proved  fuccefsful  in  all  the  three  c^fes. 

There  is  plenty  of  cod  and  ling,  of  a  great  fize,  round  this  ifle,  the  improvement  of 
which  might  be  of  great  advantage. 

The  inhabitants  are  about  two  hunured  in  number,  and  are  well  proportioned  ;  they 
fpeak  the  Irilh  language  only;  their  habit  is  much  like  chat  ufed  in  the  -adjacent  ifl'i's, 
but  coarfer  :  they  are  not  fubje£l  to  many  difeafes ;  they  contraft  a  coagh  as  often  as 
Kny  ftrangera  land  and"  (lay  for  any  time  among  them,  and  ft  continues  for  fonie  eight  or 
ten  days;  they  fay  the  very  infants  on  the  breaft  are  infected  by  it.  The  men  are 
ftronger  thaa  the  inhabitants  of  theoppoftte  weftem  rfles ;  they  feed  much  on  fowl,  . 
efpecially  the  Solan  geefc,  puffin,  and  fulmar,  eating  no  falf  with  them.  This  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  cauCe  of  a  leprofy,  that  is  broke  out  among  them  of  late :  one  of  them 
that  was  become  corpulent,  and  had  his  throat  almofl  Ihut  up,  being  advifed  by  me  to 
take  fait  with  his  meat,  to  ex'ercife  hlmfclf  more  in  the  fields  than  he  had  done  of  late, 
to  forbear  eating  of  fat  fowl,  and  the  fat  pudding  called  giben,  and  to  eat  forre),  was 
very  much  concerned,  becaufe  all  this  was  very  difagreeable ;  and  my  advifing  him  to 
cat  forrel  was  perfeflly  a  furprize  to  him  :  but  when  I  bid  him  confider  how  the  fat 
fulmar  eat  this  plant,  he  was  at  laft  difpofed  to  take  my  advice ;  and  by  this,  means 
alone  in  a  few  days  after,  his  voice  was  much  clearer,  his  appetite  recovered,  and  he  was 
in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  'I'welve  oflhefe  lepers  died  the  year  after  of  this  diftemper, 
and  were  in  the  fame  condition  with  this  man. 

Both  fexes  have  a  genius  for  poefy,  and  compofe  entcrtaiiiing  verfes  and  fongs  in 
their  own  language,  which  is  very  emphadcal.  Some  years  ago,  about  twenty  of  their 
□umber  happened  to  be  confined  in  the  rock  Stack  N'armin  for  feveral  days  together, 
without  any  kind  of  food ;  the  feafon  then  not  favouring  their  endeavours  to  return  home, 
one  of  their  number  plucked  all  their  knives  out  of  the  hafts,  wrought  a  hook  out  of 
each,  and  then  beat  them  oat  to  their  fom^r  length  ;  he  had  a  (lone  for  an  anvil,  and  a  ' 
dagger  for  a  I^ammer  and  file  :  and  with  thefe  rude  hooks,  and  a  few  forry  fifliing-lines, 
they  purchafed  iifh  for  their  maintenance,  during  their  confinement  for  feveral  days  in 
the  rock.  All  the  men  in  the  ifie  having  gone  to  the  ifle  Boreray  forpurchafe,  the 
rope  that  faflened  their  boat  happened  to  break;  and  by  this  unlucky'accident,  the 
boat  was  quite  loft,  and  the  poor  people  confined  in  the  ille  from  the  middle  of  March 
till  the  latter  end  of  May,  without  fo  much  as  a  crull  of  bread  ;  but  they  had  (heep, 
fowl,  and  fifli  in  abundance.  They  were  at  a  lots  how  to  acquaint  their  wives  and 
friends,  that  all  of  tfaeoi  were  alive;  but  to  eSe&  th\s^  theykindled  as  many  fires  on 
the  top  of  an  eniiaence  as  there  were  -men  in  naniber  :  this  was  flo  fooner  feen,  and  the 
fires  counted,  then  the  women  underllood  the  fignal,  and  were  fo  overjoyed  at  this  un< 
expefted  news,  that  they  fell  to  labour  the  ground  vritb  the  fbot-fpade,  a  ftiligue  they 
had  never  been  accuHorned  to;  and  that  year's  produA  of  com  was  the  mofl  plentiful- 
that  they  had  for  many  years  before.  After  the  fteward's  arrival  in  the  ifle  about  the 
end- of  May,  he  fent  bis  galley  to  bring  home  all  the  men  confined  in  the  iOe,  to  their 
fo  much  longed  for  St.  KUda  j  wher<f  the  mutual  joy  between  them  and  their  wives, 
a(ld  other  relations,  was  extraordinary. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  the  reformed  religion ;  they  aOemble  in  the  church-yard  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  and  in  the  morning  tbeyfay  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten  Command-  - 
VOL.  uu  4  a  menta-:  i 
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ments  :  thejr  work  at  no  employment<ttH  Monday,  neither  will  they  allov  a  ftruiger 
.to  work  fooner.  The  officer,  or  fteward's  deputy  commonly,  and  fometimes  any  of 
their  neighbours,  baptize  their  children  foon  after  they  are  born  ;  and  in  the  fbUowing 
form  :  *'  A.  I.  I  baptize  you  to  your  father  and  mother,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghod."  They  marry  early  and  publickly,  all  the  natives  of  both  iexes  being 
prefent ;  the  officer  who  performs  the  marriage  tenders  a  crudftx  to  the  married  couple, 
who  lay  their  right  hands  on  it,  and  then  the  marriage  is  ratified. 

They  obferve  the  feftirab  of  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  Good  Friday,  and  that  of  All-Saints ; 
upon  the  latter  they  bake  a  large  cake,  in  form  of  a  triangle,  furrowed  round,  and  it 
mud  be  all  eaten  that  night.  They  are  hofpitabte,  and  charitable  to  Arangers,  as  welt 
as  the  poor  belonging  to  themfelves,  for  whom  all  the  families  contribute  a  proportion 
monthly,  and  at  every  fedival  each  family  fends  them  a  piece  of  mutton  or  b»f. 

They  fvvear  decifive  oaths  by  the  crucifix,  and  this  puts  an  end  to  any  controverfy  ; 
for  there  is  not  one  inllance,  or  the  leaCl  fufpicion  of  perjury  among  them.  I'he  cruci- 
fix is  of  brafs,'  and  about  nine  inches  in  length ;  it  lies  upon  the  altar,  but  they  pay  no 
religious  worfliip  to  it.  One  of  the  inhabitants  was  fo  fincere,  that,  (rather  than  for- 
fwearhimfelf  on  the  crucihx,  hs  confefled  a  capital  crime  before  the  miniller,  and  my- 
felf.  They  never  fwear,  or  (leal,  nether  do  they  take  God's  name  in  vain  at  any  time ; 
they  are  free  frCim  whoredom  and  adultery,  and  of  thofe  other  inimoraiities  that  abound 
fo  much  every  where  elfe. 

One  of  the  inhabitants  called  Roderick,  a  fellow  that  could  not  read,  obtruded  a  falle 
religion  upon  the  credulous  people,  which  he  pretended  to  have  received  from  St.  John 
.  y  the  Baptilt.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  his  rhapfodies,  which  he  called  prayen,  be  had 
the  word  Eli ;  and  to  this  purpofe,  Eli  is  our  preferver.  There  is  a  little  hill,  upon 
which  he  fays  John  the  Baptift  delivered  fermoos  and  prayers  to  him ;  this  he  called 
John's-Bufl),  and  made  the  people  believe  it  was  fo  facred  that  if  either  cow  or  fheep 
did  tade  of  its  grafs,  they  were  to  be  killed  immediately  after,  and  the  owners  were  to 
eat  them,  but  never  without  the  company  of  the  impoftor.  He  made  them  likewife  be- 
lieve^that  each  of  them  had  a  tutelar  faint  in  heaven  to  intercede  for  them,  and  the  an- 
niverfary  of  every  one  of  thofe  was  to  be  necelTarily  obferved,  by  havin?  a  fpleodid 
treat,  at  which  the  impofter  was  always  the^principal  perfon.  He  taught  the  women  a 
devout  hymn,  which  he  f^id  he  had  from  the  Virgin  Mary ;  he  made  them  believe  that 
it  fecured  any  woman  from  mifcarriage  that  could  repeat  it  by  heart,  and  each  of  them 
paid  the  impollor  a  (heep  for  it. 

Upon  Mr.  Campbell's  arrival  and  mine  in  St,  Kilda,  Roderick  made  a  pubh'c  recanta- 
^/  tion  of  his  impodure;  and  being  then  by  us  brought  to  the  ille  of  Harries,  and  after- 
wards to  the  ifle  of  Skie,  he  has  made  public  coiifeflion  in  feveral  churches  (rf  his  con- 
verfe  with  the  devil,  and  not  John  the  Baptid,  as  he  pretended,  and  feems.  to  be  very 
penitent,  fie  is  now  in  Skie  ide,  frotfi  whence  he  is  never  to  return  to  his  native  coun- 
try. His  neighbours  are  heartily  glad  to  be  rid  of  fuch  a  vidian,  and  are  now  happily 
delivered  from,  the  errors  be  impofed  upon  them.  The  ifle  is  the  Laird  of  Mac-ieod's 
property,  he  is  head  of  one  of  ihemoft  ancient  tribes  in  the  ifies  ;  he  bedows  the  ifle 
,  upon  a  cadet  of  his  name,  whofe  tortune  Is  low,  to  maintain  iiis  family,  and  he  is  called 
dewardofit:  be  vifits  the  ifle  once  every  fummer,  to  demand  the  rents,  v/x.  down, 
wool,  butter,  cheefe,  cows,  horfes,  fowl,  oil,  and  barley.  The  deward's  deputy  is  one 
of  the  natives,  apd  days  always  upon  the  place  ;  he  has  free  lands,  And  an  omi?r  of 
barley  from  each  family  ;  and  has  the  honour  of  bang  the  Brft'and  lad  in  their  boat, 
as  they  go  and  come  to  the  lelTer  ifles  or  rocks.  The  ancient  meafure  of  omer  and  cu- 
bit cootinues  to  be  ufed  in  this  ifle.     They  have  neither  gold  nor  diver,  but  bart«- 
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imong  thcmfelves  and  the  (lewards  mea  for  what  they  want.  Some  years  sgo  the 
l},eward  determined  to  exa£t  a  llieep  from  every  family  in  the  ifle,  the  number  amount- 
ing to  twenty  feven  >  and  for  this  he  put  them  in  mind  of  a  late  precedent,  of  their  hav- 
ing given  the  like  number  to  his  predeceffor.  But  they  anTwered,  that  what  they  gave 
then,  was  voluntary,  and  upon  an  extraordinary  occaGon  of  his  being  wind-bound  in 
the  ille,  and  that  this  was  not  to  be  a  cuftom  afterwards.  However  the  {leward  fent  his 
brother,  and  with  a  competent  number  of  men  to  take  the  fheep  from  them  by  force ; 
but  the  natives  arming  themfelves  with  their  daggers,  and  fifhmg  rods  attacked  the 
fteward's  brother,  giving  him  fome  blows  on  the  head,  and  forced  him  and  his  party  to 
retire,  and  told  him  that  they  would  pay  no  new  taxes :  and  by  this  {tout  refiltancei 
they  preferved  their  freedom  from  fuch  jmpofition. 

The  inhabitants  Uve  contentedly  together  in  a  Uttle  village  on  the  eaft-fide  St.  Kilda, 
which  they  commonly  call  the  country  ;  and  the  ifle  Borreray,  which  is  little  more  than 
two  leagues  diftant  from  them,  they  call  the  northern  country.  The  diftance  between 
their  houfes  is  by  them  called  the  High-(treet :  their  houfes  are  low,  built  of  ftone  and' 
a  cement  of  dry  earth ;  they  have  couples  and  ribs  of  wood  covered  with  thin  earthem 
turf,  thatched  over  thefe  with  ftraw,  and  the  roof  fccured  on  each  fide  with  double 
fopes  of  ftraw  or  heath,  poifed  at  the  end  with  many  ftones  :  their  beds  are  commonly 
made  in  the  wall  of  their  houfes,  and  they  lie  on  fb^w,  but  never  on  feathers  or  down> 
though  they  have  them  in  greater  plenty  than  all  the  weltem  ifles  befides.  The  reafon 
for  making  their  bed-room  in  the  walls  of  their  houfes,  is  to  make  room  for  thor  cows, 
which  they  take  in  during  the  winter  and  fpring. 

They  are  very  exafl  in  their  properties,  and  divide  both  the  fifhing  as  well  as  fowling 
rocks  with  as  great  nicenefs  as  they  do  their  com  and  gra& ;  one  will  not  allow  his 
neighbour  to  fit  and  filh  on  his  feat,  for  this  being  a  part  of  his  polTedion,  he  will  take 
care  that  no  encroachment  be  made  upon  the  leaft  part  of  it :  and  this  with  a  particular 
regard  to  thar  fucceSbrs,  that  they  may  lofe  no  privilege  depending  upon  any  parcel  of 
their  farm.  They  have  but  one  boat  in  the  ille,  and  every  man  hath  a  fliare  in  it,  pro-  ^ 
portionably  to  the  acres  of  ground  for  which  tiey  pay  rent.  They  are  ftout  rowers,  ^ 
and  will  tug  at  the  oar  for  along  time,  without  any  intermiSion.  When  they  fail,  they 
ufe  no  compafs,  but  take  th«r  meafures  from  the  fun,  moon,  or  (Urs ;  and  they  rely 
much  on  the  courfe  of  the  various  flocks  of  fea  fowl :  and  this  lad  is  their  furetl  direc* 
tory.  When  they  go  to  the  lefler  ifles 'and  rocks  to  bring  home  fheep,  or  any  other. 
purcbafe,  they  carry  an  iron  pot  with  them,  and  each  family  fiimiflies  one  by  turns ;. 
and  the  owner  on  fuch  occafions  has  afmall  tax  paid  him  by  all  thefamiUes  intheiile; 
which  is  by  them  called  the  pot-penny. 

There  was  another  tax  paid  by  each  family  to  one  of  the  natives,  as  often  as  they 
kindled  a  fire  in  any  of  the  lefier  ifles  or  rocks,  and  that  for  the  ufe  of  his  {leel  and 
flint ;  and  this  was  by  them  called  the  fire-penny. 

This  tax  was  very  advantageous  to  the  proprietor,  but  very  un«ify  to  the  common- 
wealth, who  could  not  be  fumifhed  with  fire  on  thefe  occafions  any  other  way.  But  I 
told  them  that  the  chryftal  growing  in  the  rock  on  the  (hore  would  yield  fire,  if  flruck 
with  the  back  of  a  knife,  and  of  this  I  fhewed  them  an  experiment ;  which  when  they 
Ijw,  was  a  very  furprifing,  and  to  them  a  profitable  difcovery  in  their  efleem,  being  fuch 
as  could  be  had  by  every  man  in  the  ifle  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  delivered  them  from  an 
cadle&  charge  :  but  it  was  very  difobliging  to  the  poor  man  who  lod  his  tax  by  ii. 

I'he  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  excel  all  thofe  I  ever  faw  in  climbing  rocks :  they  told  ^ 
me  that  fome  years  ago  their  boat  was  fplit  to  pieces  upon  the  weft  fide  of  Borreri  iftc^ 
and  they  were  fcrceJ  to  lay  hold  on  a  ban  rock,  which  was  fteep,  and  abdve  twenty 
4Q  2  .  fatlKtin^ 
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fathom  high  ;  notwithftanding  this  difficulty,  fbme  of  thenj  climbed  up  to  the  top,  and 
from  thence  let  down  a  rope  and  plaids,  and  fo  drew  up  all  the  boat's  crew,  though  the 
climbing  this  rock  would  feem  impoflible  to  any  other  except  themfclves. 

This  little  commonwealth  hath  two  ropes  of  about  twenty  four  fathoms  length  each, 
for  climbing  the  rpcks,  which  thi.-y  do  by  turns  ;  the  ropes  are  fecured  all  round  with 
cows' "hides  falted  for  the  ufe,  and  which  prefenres  thein  from  b«ng  cut  by  the  edge  of 
the  rocks.  By  the  afliflance  of  thefe  ropes  they  purchafe  a  great  number  of  eggs  and 
fowls  :  I  have  fcen  them  bring  home  in  a  morning  twenty-nine  large  bafkets  all  full  of 
eggs  ;  the  lead  of  the  balkets  contained  four  hundred  big  eggs,  and  the  reft  cfght  hun- 
dred add  above  of  leffer  eggs.  They  had  with  them  at  the  fame  time  about  two  thou- 
fand  fea  fowl,  and  fome  Irlh,  together  with  feme  limpets,  called  patella,  the  biggeft  I 
ever  faw.  They  catch  many  fowls  likewife,  by  laying  their  gins,  which  are  made  of 
/  horfe-hair,  having  a  noofe  at  the  diftance  of  two  feet  each  ;  the  ends  of  the  rope  at 
which  the  noofe  hangs,  are  fecured  by  ftone. 

The  natives  gave  me  an  account  of  a  very  extraordinary  rifqtie  which  one  of  them 
ran  as  laying  his  gins,  which  was  thus  :  As  he  was  walking  bare-foot  along  the  rock 
where  he  had  fixred  his  gin,  he  happened  to  put  Iris  toe  in  a  noofe,  and  immediately  fell 
down  the  rock,  but  hung  by  the  toe,  the  gin  being  ftrong  enough  to  hold  him,  and  the 
ftones  that  fecured  it  on  each  end  being  heavy  :  the  poor  man  continued  hanging  thus 
for  the  fpace  of  a  night  on  a  rock  twenty  fathom  height  above  the  fea,  until  one  of  his 
neighbours  hearing  him  cry,  came  to  his  refcue,  drew  him  up  by  the  feet,  and  fo  faved 
him. 

Thefe  poor  people  do  fometimes  fall  down  as  they  climb  the  rocks,  and  perifti :  their 
'^  wives  on  fuch  occafions  make  doleful  fongs,  which  they  call   lamentations.     The  chief 
topicks  are  their  courage,  their  dexterity  in  climbing,  and  their  great  afFeftion  which, 
'  they  fhewed  to  their  wives  and  children. 

It  is  ordinary  with  a  fowler,  after  he  has  got  his  purchafe  of  fowls,  to  pluck  the  fetteft, 
"^    and  carry  it  home  to  his  wife  as  a  mark  of  his  affeflion  ;  and  this  is  called  the  rock- fowl. 

The  batchelors  do  in  like  manner  carry  this  rock  fowl  to  their  fweethearts,  and  it  is 
-    the  greateft  prefent  they  can  make,  confidering  the  danger  fhey  run  in  acquiring  it. 

The  richeft  man  in  the  ifte  has  not  above  eight  cows,  eighty  Jheep,  and  two  or  three 
horfes.  If  a  native  here  have  but  a  few  cattle,  he  will  marry  a  woman,  though  0ie  have 
no  other  portion  from  her  friends  but  a  pound  of  horfe-hair,  to  make  a  gin  to  catch 
fowls. 

^  The  horfes  here  are  very  low  of  ftattire,  and  employed  only  to  carry  home  their 
peats  and  turf,  which  is  their  fuel.  The  inhabitants  ride  their  horfes  (which  were  but 
eighteen  in  all)  at  the  a'nniverfery  cavalcade  of  All-Saints :  this  they  never  fail  to  ob- 
ferve.  They  begin  at  the  (hore,  and  ride  as  far  as  the  houfes  ;  they  ufe  no  faddles  of 
any  kind,  nor  bridle,  except  a  rope  of  ftraw  which  manages  the  horfe's  head:  and  whea 
(hey  have  all  taken  the  horfes  by  turns,  the  ffiow  is  over  for  that  time. 
■  This  ifle  produces  the  fineft  hawks  m  the  weftem  rfles,  fbr  they  go  many  leagues  for 
their  prey,  their  being  no  land-fowl  in  St.  Kilda  proper  for  them  to  eat,  except  pigeons 
and  plovers. 

.One  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  being  fome  time  ago  wind-bound  in  the  ifle  of 
^  Harries,  was  prevailed  on  by  fome  of  them  that  traded  to  Glafgow  to  go  thither  with 
them.  He  was  ailonithed  at  the  length  of  ihe  voyage,  and  of  the  great  kingdoms  as  he 
thought  them,  that  is  ifles,  by  which  they  failed ;  the  largeft  in  his  way  did  not  exceed 
twenty  four  miles  ta  length,  but  he  confidered  how  much  they  exceeded  his  own  little 
dative  country. 
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.  Upop  his  arrival  at  Glafgow,  he  was  like  one  that  had  dropt  from  the  clouds  into  a 
new -world;  whofe  language,  habit,  &c.  were  in  all  refpefts  new  to  him :  he  never  ima- 
gined that  fuch  big  boufes  of  ftone  were  made  with  hands ;  and  for  the  pavements  of  the 
flreets,  he  thought  it  mufl  needs  be  altogether  natural  i  for  he  could  not  believe  that 
men  would  be  at  the  pains  to  beat  ftones  into  the  ground  to  walk  upon.  He  ftood 
dumb  at  the  door  of  his  lodging  with  the  greatefl  admiration  -,  and  when  he  faw  a  coach 
and  two  horfes,  he  thought  it  to  be  a  little  houfe  they  were  drawing  at  their  tail,  n-ith 
men  in  it ;  but  he  condemned  the  coachman  for  a  fool  to  fit  fo  uneafy,  for  he  thought 
it  fafer  to  fit  on  the  horfe's  back.  The  mechanifm  of  the  coach-wheel,  and  its  ruiuung 
about,  was  the  greateft  of  all  his  wonders. 

When  he  went  through  the  ftreets  he  defired  to  have  one  to  lead  him  by  the  hand. 
Thomas  Rofs,  a  merchant,  and  others,  that  took  the  diverfion  to  carry  him  through 
the  town,  afked  his  opinion  of  the  High  Church  ?  He  anfwered,  that  it  was  a  Urge 
rock,  yet  there  were  fome  in  St.  Kilda  much  higher,  but  that  thefe  were  the  bed  caves 
he  ever  faw  ;  for  that  was  the  idea  which  he  conceived  of  the  pillars  and  arches  upon ' 
which  the  church  (lands.  When  they  carried  him  into  the  church,  he  was  yet  more 
furprifed,  and  held  up  hi;  hands  with  admiration,  wondering  how  it  was  poJQble  for 
men  to  build  fuch  a  prodigious  fabric,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  largeft  in  the  uni- 
verfet  He  could  not  imagine  what  the  pews  were  defigned  for,  and  he  fancied  the  people 
that  wore  maflts  (nftt  knowing  whether  they  were  men  or  women)  had  been  guilty  of 
fome  ill  thing,  for  which  they  dared  not  ftiew  their  feces.  He  was  amazed  at  women's 
wearing  patches,  and  fancied  them  to  have  been  bliders.  Pendants  feemed  to  him  the 
moft  ridiculous  of  all  things  ;  he  condemned  perriwigs  mightily,  ai»d  much  more  the 
powder  uTed  in  them  ;  in  fine,  he  condemned  all  things  as  fuperfluons  he  law  not  in 
his  own  country.  He  looked  with  amazement  on  every  thing  that  was  new  to  him.  Whea 
he  heard  the  chnreh-bells  ring,  he  was  under  a  mighty  conllef nation,  as  if  the  fabric  o£ 
the  World  had  been  in  great  diforder.  He  did  not  think  there  bad  benn  fo  many  people 
in  the  world  as  in  the  city  of  Glafgow  ;  and  it  was  a  great  myftery  to  him  to  think  what 
they  could  all  deHgn  by  living  fo  many  in  one  place.  He  wondered  how  they  could  all 
be  furnifhed  with  provifion ;  and  when  he  faw  big  loaves,  he  could  not  tetl  whether 
they  were  bread,  ftone,  or  wood.  He  was  amazed  to  think  how  ^hey  could  be  pro- 
vided with  al^,  for  he  never  faw  any  there  that  draiUc  water.  He,  wondered  bow  tbey 
made  them  fine  clothes,  and  to  fee  (lockings-  made  without  heing  firft  cut  and  after- 
wards fewn,  was  no  fmall  wonder  to  him.  He  thought  it  toolifh  in  women  to- 
wear  thin  filks,  as  being  a  very  impropel"  habit  for  Tuch  as  pretended  to  any  fort  of 
employment.  When  he  faw  the  women's  feet,  he  judged  them  to  be  of  anothier  fliape 
than  Ihofe  of  the  men,  becaufe  of  the  different  (hape  of -their  flioes.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  heels  worn  by  men  or  women  ;  and  when  he  obferved  horfes  with  fltoes. 
on  their  feet,  and  faflened  with  iron  nails,  he  could  not  forbear  laughing,  and  thought 
it  the  mod  riiHculous  thing  that  ever  fell  under  his  obfervation.  He  .longed  to  fee  his 
native  country  again,  and  paffionately  wifhed  k  were  blefled  with  ale,  brandy,  tobacco, 
and  iron,  as  Glafgow  was. 

There  is  a  couple  of  large  ea^^les  who  have  iheir  nefl  on  tbe  north  ond  of  the  ifle ; 
the  inhabitants  told  me  that  they  commonly  make  their  purchafe  in  the  adjacent  ides 
and  continent,  and  never  take  fo  much  as  a  lamb  or  hen  from  the  place  of  their  abode, 
-where  they  propagate  their  kind.  I  forgot  to  give  an  account  of  a  fiugular  provide&ce 
that  happened  to  a  native  in  the  ifle  of  Skic,  called  Neil,  who  when  aa  infant  was  left 
by  his  mother  in  the  field,  not  far  from  the  houfe»  on  die  north  fid^  Loch-Portrie.; 
an  eagle  came  in  the  mean  time,  and  carried  him  away  in  its  talons  as  iiu:  as  the  fouth . 
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fide  cf  the  Loch,  and  there,  laying  him  on  the  ground,  feme  peo|>te  that  were  herd- 
ing &eep  there  perceived  it,  and  hearing  the  in&it  cry,  ran  immediately  to  its  refcue ; 
and  by  good  Providence  found  him  untouched  by  the  e^^le,  and  carried  him  home  to 
his  mother.  He  13  ftill  living  in  that  parifh,  and  by  reafon  of  this  acddent,  is  dif> 
tinguilhed  among  his  neighbours  by  the  fimame  of  Eagle. 

jiti  jftcMou  ^tbe  Seeond-Sigbtf  in  Irijh  called  Taijh, 

The  fecond-fight  is  a  fmgular  faculty  of  feeing  an  otherwife  invifible  objeft,  nnthout 
any  previous  means  ufed  by  the  perfon  that  fees  it  for  that  end ;  the  viiion  makes  fuch 
a  lively  impreflion  upon  the  feers,  that  they  neither  fee  nor  think  of  any  thing  elfe, 
except  the  vifioo,  as  long  as  it  continues :  and  then  they  appear  penfive  or  jovial,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  objed  vhich  was  reprefented  to  them. 

At  the  fight  ot  a  vifion,  the  eye-lids  of  the  perfon  are  erected,  end  the  eyes  contbiue 
{taring  until  the  ol^ed  vanifli.  This  is  obrious  to  others  who  are  by,  when  the  perfons 
happen  to  fee  a  viuon,  and  occurred  more  than  once  to  my  own  obferration,  and  to 
others  that  were  with  me. 

There  is  one  in  Skie,  of  whom  his  acquaintance  obfenred,  that  when  he  fees  a  vifion, 
the  inner  part  of  his  eye-lids  tutn  fo  fax  upwards,  that  after  the  obje£t  dilappears,  he 
mud  draw  them  down  with  his  fingers,  and  fometimes  employs  others  to  draw  them 
down,  which  he  finds  to  be  the  much  ealier  way. 

This  faculty  of  the  fecond-flght  does  not  lineally  defcend  in  a  family,  as  fome  imagine, 
for  I  know  feveral  parents  who  are  endowed  with  it,  but  their  chilch^n  not,  and  vice 
verfa  :  neither  is  it  acquired  by  any  previous  compact  And,  after  a  (lri£l  inquiry,  I 
could  never  learn  from  any  among  them,  that  this  faculty  was  communicable  any  way 
whatfoever. 

The  feer  knows  ndthar  the  objed,  time,  nor  place  of  a  vifion,  before  it  appears  \ 
and  the  fame  (^je£t  is  often  feen  by  different  perfons,  living  at  a  confiderable  dtflance 
from  one  another.  The  true  way  of  judging  as  to  the  time  and  drcumllance  of  anob- 
jed,  is  by  obfervation ;  for  feveral  pofons  of  judgment,  without  this  faculty,  are  more 
capable  to  judge  of  the  defign  of  a  vifion,  than  a  novice  that  is  a  feer.  If  an  objed 
appear  in  tne  day  or  night,  it  will  come  to  rafs  fooner  or  later  accordingly. 

If  an  objefi  is  feen  orly  m  a  morning  (which  is  not  frequent,)  it  will  be  accom- 

plifhed  in  a  fiew  hours  afterwards.     If  at  noqn,  tt  will  commonly  be  accomplifhed  that 

/  very  day.     If  in  the  evening,  perhaps  that  night }  if  after  candles  be  lighted,  it  will  b« 

accomplifbed  that  night :  the  latter  always  in  accompIiOiment,  by  weeks,  months,  and 

fometimes  years,  according  to  the  time  of  night  the  vifion  is  feen. 

When  a  fliroud  is  perceived  about  one,  it  is  a  fure  proenoftic  of  death :  the  time  is 
judged  according  to  the  height  of  it  about  the  perfon  :  for  if  it  is  not  feen  above  the 
y  middle,  death  u  not  to  be  expeded  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  perhaps  fome  months 
longer ;  and  as  it  is  frequently  feen  to  afcend  higher  towards  the  head,  death  is  con- 
cluded to  be  at  hand  within  a  few  days,  if  not  hours,  as  daily  experience  confirms. 
Examples  of  this  kind  were  (hewn  me,  when  the  perfons  of  whom  the  obfervations  tbm 
made  enjoyed  perfe£l  health. 

One  inflaoce  was  lately  foretold  by  a  feer  that  was  a  novice,  concerning  the  death 
of  one  of  my  acquaintance }  this  was  communicated  to  a  few  only,  and  mth  great  con- 
fidence i  I  bnng  one  of  the  number  did  not  in  the  leaft  regard  it,  until  the  death  of 
the  perfon  about  the  time  foretold,  did  confirm  me  of  the  certainty  of  the  prediftion. 

The 
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The  novice  mentioned  above  is  now  a  {kilfpl  feer,  aa  appears  from  many  late  inf^ances ; 
he  lives  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary's,  the  mod  nonhera  in  Skie. 

If  a  woman  is  feen  ft£nding  at  a  man's  left  hand,  it  is  a  prelage  that  fiie  will  be  his 
wife,  whether  they  be  married  to  others,  or  unmarried  at  the  time  of  the  apparition. 

If  two  or  three  women  are  feen  at  once  {landing  near  a  man's  left  hand,  fhe  that  is 
next  him  will  undoubtedly  be  his  wife  firll,  and  fo  on,  whether  all  three,  or  the  man  be 
fingle  or  married  .at  the  lime  of  the  vifion  or  not ;  of  which  there  are  feveral  late  in- 
{lances  among  thofe  of  my  acquaintance.  It  is  an  ordinary  thing  for  them  10  fee  a  man 
that  is  to  come  to  the  houfe  Ihortly  after ;  and  if  he  is  not  of  the  feer's  acquaintance,- 
yet  he  gives  fuch  a  lively  defcription  of  his  llature,  complexion,  habit,  &c.  that  upon  his 
arrival  he  anfwers  the  chara£);er  given  him  in  all  refpe^. 

If  the  perfon  fo  appearing  be  one  of  the  feer's  acquaintance,  he  will,  tell  his  name,  as 
well  as  ether  particulars ;  and  he  can  tell  by  his  countenance  whether  he  comes  in  a  good 
or  bad  humour. 

I  have  been  feen  thus  myfelf  by  feers  of  both  fexes  at  feme  hundred  miles  di{laiice ; 
fome  that  faw  me  in  this  manner,  had  never  feen  me  jperfonally,  and  it  happened  ac- 
j:ording  to  their  vifions,  without  any  previous  defign  of  mine  to  go  to  thofe  places,  my 
coming  there  bong  purely  accidental. 

It  is  ordinary  with  them  to  fee  houfes,  gardens,  and  trees,  in  places  void  of  all  three ; 
and  this  in  procefs  of  time  ufes  to  be  accomplilhed :  as  at  Mogllot  in  the  ifle  of  Skie, 
where  there  were  but  a  few  forry  cow-houfes  thatched  with  Itraw,  yet  in  a  few  years 
after,  the  vifion  which  appeared  often  was  accomptiOied,  by  the  building  of  feverU 
good  houfes  on  the  very  fpot  reprefented  to  the  feers,  and  by  the  planting  of  orchards 
there. 

To  fee  a  fpai^  of  fire  ^1  upon  one's  vm  or  bread,  is  a  fbrerunner  of  a  dead  child  ^ 
to  be  feen  in  the  arms  of  thofe  perfons ;  of  which  there  are  fevenl  frelh  inftances. 

To  fee  a  feat  empty  at  the  time  of  one's  littinginit,  is  a  prelage  of  that  perfon's  death 
<piickly  after. 

When  a  novice,  or  one  that  has  lately  obtained  the  fecond-iiKht,  fees  a  vifion  m  the  ^,. 
nieht-time  without  doors,  and  comes  near  a  fire,  he  prefently  falls  into  a  fwoon. 

Some  find  themfelves  as  it  were  in  a  crowd  of  people,  having  a  corpfe  which  they  carry 

along  with  them ;  and  after  fuch  vilions  the  feers  come  in  fweating,  and  defcnbe  the 

people  that  appeared ;  if  there  be  any  of  their  acquaintance  among  them,  they  give 

an  account  of  their  names,  as  alfo  of  the  bearets,  but  they  know  nothing  concerning 

^  the  corpfe.  .  ' 

All  thofe  who  have  the  fecond-fight  do  not  always  fee  thefe  vifions  at  once,  though 
ihey  be  together  at  the  time.  But  if  one,  who  has  this  faculty,  delignedly  touch  his  fellow- 
feer  at  the  inltant  of  a  vifion's  appearing,  then  the  fecond  fees  it  as  well  as  the  firft ;  and 
this  is  fometimes  difcemed  by  thofe  that  are  near  them  on  fuch  occafiohs. 

There  is  a  way  of  foretelling  death  by  a  cry  that  they  call  Tailk,  which  fome  call  a  ^ 
'Wrath  in  the  Lowland. 

They  hear  a  loud  cry  without  doors,  exa£Uy  rcfembling  the  voice  of  fome  particular 
perfon,  whofe  death  is  foretold  by  it.  The  laft  inftance  given  me  of  this  kind  was  ia 
the  village  Rigg,  in  the  ifle  of  Skie. 

Five  women  were  fitting  together  in  the  fame  room,  and  all  of  them  heard  a  loud  cry 
pafling  by  the  window ;  they  thought  it  plainly  to  be  the  voice  of  a  maid  who  was  one 
of  the  number ;  (he  bluihed  at  the  time,  though  not  fenfible  of  her  fo  doing,  coatra&ed 
a  fever  next  day,  and  died  that  week. 

Things 
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Things  alfo  are  foretold  by  finelKng,  fometimes  as  follows :  fift  or  flefii  is  frequently 
fmelled  in  a  fire,  when  at  the  fame  time  odtber  of  the  two  are  in  the  houfe,  or  in  any 
probability  like  to  be  had  in  it  for-  fome  weeks  or  months  j  for  they  feidofn  ejit  fiefti, 
and  though  the  fea  be  near  them,  yet  they  catch  fifli  but  feldom,  in  the  winter  and 
fpring.  This  fmell  feveral  perfons  have,  who  are  not  endued  with  the  (ecoad-fight, 
and  it  is  always  accomplifhed  foonf  after. 

■  Children,  horfes,  and  cows  fee  the  fecond-fight,  as  well  as  men  and  women  advanced 
in  yearsT 

That  children  fee  it  is  plain  from  their  crying  aloud  at  the  very  inftant  that  a  corpfe 
or  any  other  vifion  appears  to  an  ordinary  feer.  I  was  prefent  in  a  houfe  where  a 
child  cried  out  of  a  fudden,  and  being  alked  the  reafon  of  it,  he  anfwered  that  he  had 
feen  a  great  white  thing  lying  on  the  board  which  was  in  the  comer  :  but  he  was  not 
believed  until  a  feer  who  was  prefent  told  them  that  the  child  was  in  the  right :  "  For, 
(faid  he,)  I  faw  a  corpfe  and  the  fliroud  about  it,  and  the  board  will  be  ufed  as  part  of  a 
coffin,  or  fome. way  employed  about  a  corpfe:"  and,  accordingly,  it  was  made  into  a 
coffin,  for  one  who  was  in  perfeft  health  at  the  time  of  the  vifion. 

That  horfes  fee  it  is  likewife  plain  from  their  violent  and  fudden  darting,,  when  tlie 
rider  or  feer  in  company  with  him  fees  a  vifion  of  any  kind,  night  or  day.  It  is  ob- 
fervable  of  the  horfe,  that  he  will  not  go  forward  that  way,  until  he  be  led  about  at  fame 
dHtance  from  the  common  road,  and  then  he  is  in  a  fweat 

A  horfe  faftened  by  the  common  road  on  the  fide  of  Loch-SkeiineCs  in  Skie,  did  break 
his  rope  at  noon-day,  and  run  up  and  down  without  the  leafl  viHble  caufe.  But  two  of 
the  neighbourhood  that  happened  to  be  at  a  little  di(bMice,  and  in  view  of  the  horfe,  did 
at  the  fame  time  fee  a  confiderable  number  of  men  about  a  corpfe  dirt^fting  their  courfe 
CO  the  church  of  Snifon  ;  and  this  was  accomplilhed  within  a  few  days  after,  by  the 
deaih  of  a  gentlewoman  who  lived  thirteen  miltR  from  that  church,  and  camt  f"""  a* 
other  parifh,  frdtn  whence  very  few  come  to  Snifort  to  be  buried. 

That  cows  fee  the  fecond-fight  appears  from  this  ;  that  when  a  woman  i^  milking  % 
c6w,  and  then  happen  to  fee  tne  fecond-fight,  the  cow  runs  away  in  a  great  fright  at 
the  fame  time,  and  will  not  be  pacified  for  fome  time  after. 

■    Before  I  mention  more  particulars  difcovered  by  the  fecond  fight,  it  may  not- be  amifs 
.  io  aofwea*  the  obje^ons  that  have  lately  been  made  againfl  the  reality  of  it. 

-  ObjeSi.  1.  Thefe  feers  are  vifionary  and  melancholy  people,  apd  fancy  they  fee  thingp 
'that  do  not  appear  to  them,  or  any  body  elfe. 

Anfw.  The  people  of  thefe  ifles,  and  particularly  the  feers,  are  very  temperate,  and 
their  diet  is  fimple  and  moderate  in  quantity  and  quality  ;  fo  that  their  brains  ^e  not  ' 
-itt  all  probability  difordered  by  undigefted  fumes  of  meat  or  drink.  Both  fexes  are  free 
from  hyfleric  fits-,  convulfions,  and  feveral  olher  diftempers  of  that  fort;  there  are 
no  madmen  among  them,  nor  any  inftanceoffelf  murder.  It  is  obferved  among  them, 
that  a  man  drunk  never  fees  the  fecond  fight ;  and  he  that  is  a  vifionary  would  dilcover 
,  himfelf  in  other  things  as  well  as  in  that;  and  fiich  as  fee  it  are  not  judged  to  be  vi- 
.lionaries  by  any  of  their  friends  or  acquaintance. 

Obje&.  2.  There  is  none  among  the  learned  able  to  oblige  the  world  with  %  fatkfy- 
ihg  account  of  thofe  vifions,  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  believed. 

An^.  If  every  thing  for  which  the  learned  are  not  able  to  give  a  fatisfying  account 

-  be  condemned  as  impoflible,  we  may  find  many  other  things  generally  believed  that 
inuft  be  reje&ed  as  falfe  by  this  rule.  For  inftance,  yawning,  and  its  iofiuence,  and  that 
the  loadflone  aura£ts  iron ;  and  yet  thefe  are  true  as  well  as  harmlefs,  though  we  can 

give 
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j^ive  no  fatisfying  account  of  their  caufes.     And  if  we  know  fo  little  of  natural  caufes, 
how  much  lefs  can  we  pretend  to  things  that  are  fupematural  ? 

Obje^.  3.  The  feers  are  impoftors,  and  the  people  who  believe  them  are  credulous, 
and  eafily  impofed  upon. 

Anfw.  The  feers  are  generally  illiterate  and  well-meaning  people,  and  altogether  void 
.of<iefign,  nor  could  1  ever  learn  that  any  of  them  made  the  lead  gain  by  it,  neither  is  it 
reputable  among  them  to  have  that  faculty :  befides  the  people  of  the  ifles  are  not  fo 
credulous  as  to  believe  implicitly,  before  the  thing  foretold  is  accompHflied  ;  but  when 
it  aftually  comes  to  pafs  attervrards,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  deny  it,  without- offering 
violence  to  their  fenfes  and  reafon.  Befides,  if  the  feers  were  deceivers,  can  it  be  rea-, 
fonable  to  imagine,  that  all  the  iflanders,  who  have  not  the  fecond  fight,  ftiould  cotti- 
bine  together,  and  offer  violence  to  their  underftandings  and  fenfes,  to  force  themfelvcs 
to  believe  a  He  frOm  ag©  to  age.  There  are  feveral  perfons  among  them,  whofe  birth 
add  education  raife  them  above  the  fufpicion  of  concurring  with  an  impofture,  merely 
to  gratify  an  illiterate  and  contemptible  fort  of  perfons  i  .nor  can  a  reafonable  man  be- 
lieve that  children,  horfes,  and  cows  could  be  pre-engaged  in  a  combination  to  perfuade 
the  world  of  the  reality  of  the  fecond  fight. 

Such  as  deny  thofe  vifions  give  their  affent  to  feveral  ftrange  paffages  ia  hiftory,  upoa 
the  authority  aforefaid  of  hiftorians  that  lived  feveral  centiiries  before  our  time ;  and 
yet  they  deny  the  people  of  this  generation  the  liberty  to  believe  their  intimate  friends 
and  acquaintance,  men  of  probity  and  unqueltionable  reputation,  and  of  whofe  veracity/ 
they  have  greater  certainty,  than  we  can  have  of  any  antient  hiflorian. 

Every  vifion  that  is  feen  comes  exaftly  to  pafs  according  to  the  true  rules  of  obfer- 
▼ation,  though  novices  and  hcedlers  perfons  do  not  always  judge  by  thofe  rules.  I 
remember  the  feers  returned  me  this  anfwer  to  my  objeftion,  and  gave  feveral  inftances 
to  that  purpofe,  whereof  the  following  is  one. 

A  boy  of  my  acquaintance  was  often  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  a  coffin  clofe  by.  his 
fiioulder,  which  put  him  into  a  fright,  and  made  him  to  believe  it  was  a  forerunner  of 
his  own  death,  and  this  his  neighbours  alfo  judged  to  be  the  meaning  of  that  vifion  ; 
but  a  feer  that  lived  in  the  village  Knockow,  where  the  boy  was  then  a  fervant,  told 
them  that  they  were  under  a  great  miflake,  and  defired  the  boy  to  lay  hold  of  the  firll 
opportunity  that  oSered  \  and  wheii  he  went  to  a  burial,  to  remember  to  a£t  as  a 
bearer  for  fome  moments  : .  and  this  he  did  accordingly  wiihin  a  few  days  after,  when 
one  of  his  acquaintance  died  j  and  from  that  lime  forward  he  was  never  troubled  with 
feeing  a  cofGn  at  his  flioulder,  though  he  has  feen  many  at  a  dinance,  that  concerned 
others.  He  is  now  reckoned  one  of  the  exafteft  feers  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Mary's  in_ 
Side,  where  he  lives. 

There  is  another  inflance  of  a  woman  in  Skie,  who  frequently  faw  a  vifion  repre- 
fenting  a  woman  having  a  fliroud  about  her  up  to  the  middle,  but  always  appeared  with  , 
her  back  towards  her,  and  the  habit  in  which  it  feemcd  to  be  dreffed  refembled  her 
own;  this  was  a  myflery  for  fome  time,  until  the  woman  tried  an  experiment  to  fatisfy 
her  curiofity,  which  was  to  drefs  herfelf  contrary  to  the  ufual  way  ;  that  is,  (he  put  that 
part  of  her  clothes  behind  which  was  always  before,  f,incjing  that  the  vifion  at  the  next 
appearing  would  be  the  eafier.diftinguiflied  :  and  it  ftll  out  accordingly,  for  the  vifion 
foon  after  prcfentcd  itfclf  with  its  nice  and  drefs  looking  towards  the  woman,  and  it 
proved  to  refemblc  herfelf  in  all  points,  and  flie  died  in  a  liitlc  lime  after. 

There  are  vifions  feen  by  feveral  perfons,  in  whofe  days  they  are  not  accompliihed ; 
and  this  is  one  of  the  reafons,  why  fome  things  have  been  fecp  that  are  faid  never  to 
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come  to  pafs,  and  there  are  alfo  feveral  vifions  feen  which  are  not  underftood  until 
■  they  be  accomplilhed. 

The  fecond  fight  is  not  a  late  difcovery  feen  by  one  or  two  in  a  corner,  or  a  remote 
ifle,  but  it  is  feen  by  many  perfons  of  both  fexes  in  feveral  ifles,  feparated  above  forty 
.  or  fifty  leagues  from  one  another  :  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  ihefe  ifies  never  had  the 
leafl;  converfe  by  word  or  writing ;  and  this  faculty  of  feeing  vifions  having  continued, 
as  we  were  informed  by  tradition,  ever  fince  the  plantation  of  ihefe  ifles,  without  being 
difproved  by  the  niceft  fceptic,  after  the  ftrifteft  inquiry,  feems  to  be  a  clear  proof  of 
its  reality. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  it  was  much  more  common  twenty  years  ago  than  at  prefent ; 
for  one  in  ten  do  not  fee  it  now  that  faw  it  then. 

The  fecond  fight  is  not  confined  to  the  Weftern  Ides  alone,  for  I  have  an  account 
that  it  is  hkewife  feen  in  feveral  parts  of  Holland,  but  particularly  in  Bommel,  by  a 
woman,  for  which  Ihe  is  courted  by  fome,  and  dreaded  by  others.  She  fees  a  fmoke  about 
one's  face,  which  is  a  forerunner  of  the  death  of  a  perfon  fo  feen  ;  and  Ihe  did  aftually 
foretel  the  death  of  feveral  that  lived  there  :  fiie  was  living  in  that  town  this  lafl  winter. 

The  corpfeS'Candtes,  or  dead-men's  fights  in  Wales,  which  are  certain  prognoftics 
of  death,  are  well  known  and  attelted. 
■  The  lecond  fight  is  likewife  feen  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  as  appears  by  this  inftance : 
Gapt.  Leaths,  the  chief  magiftrate  of  Belfafl:,  in  his  voyage  1690,  loft  thirteen  men  by  a. 
violent  ftorm,  and,  upon  his  landing  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  an  ancient  man,  clerk  to  a  parifli 
there,  told  him  immediately  that  he  had  loll  thirteen  men  ;  the  Captain  inquiring  how  he 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  that,  he  anfwered,  that  it  was  by  thirteen  lights  which  he  had 
feen  come  into  the  church-yard  ;  as  Mr.  Sacheverel  tells  us,  in  his  late  Defcription  of 
the  Ifle  of  Man. 

It  were  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  a  combination  between  the  people  of  the  Weftern  Ifles  of 
Scotland,  Holland,  Wales,  and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  fince  they  are  f&parate.i  by  long  feas, 
and  are  people  of  different  languages,  governments,  and  interefls :  they  have  no 
correfpondence  between  them,  and  it  is  probable,  that  thofe  inhabiting  the  North-weft 
ifles  have  never  yet  heard  that  any  fuch  vifions  are  feen  in  Holland,  Wales,  or  the  Ifle- 
of  Man. 

Four  men  of  the  village  Flodgery  in  Skie  being  at  fupper,  one  of  them  did  fuddenly 
let  fall  his  knife  on  the  table,  and  looked  with  an  angry  countenance ;  the  company 
obferving  it,  inquired  his  reafon,  but  he  returned  them  no  anfwer  undl  they  had  fupped> 
and  then  he  told  them  tti^t  when  he  let  ^11  his  knife,  he  faw  a  a  corpfe  with  the  fliroud 
about  it  laid  on  the  table,  which  furprifed  him,  and  that  a  little  time  would  accom- 
plifli  the  vifion.  It  fell  out  accordingly,  for  in  a  few  days  after  one  of  the  family 
died,  and  happened  to  be  laid  on  that  very  table.  This  was  told  me  by  the  maftcr  of 
the  family. 

Daniel  Stewart,  an  inhabitant  of  Hole  in  the  north  parifti  of  St.  Mary's  tn  the  Ifle  of 
Skie,  faw  atnoon-day  five  men  on  horfeback  riding  northward  ;  he  ran  to  meet  them, 
and  when  he  came  to  the  road,  he  could  fee  none  of  them,  which  was  very  furprifing 
to  him,  and  he  told  it  his  neighbours  :  the  very  next  day  he  faw  the  fame  number  of 
men  and  horfe  coming  along  the  road,  but  was  not  fo  ready  to  meet  them  as  before, 
until  he  heard  them  fpeak,  and  then  he  found  them  to  be  thofe  that  he  had  feen  the  day 
before  in  a  vifion ;  this  was  the  only  vifion  of  the  kind  he  had  ever  feen  in  his  life. 
The  company  he  faw  was  Sir  Donald  Mac-Donald  and  his  retinue,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  vifion  was  at  Armidal,  near  forty  miles  fouth  of  the  place  where  the  man  lived. 

10  A  woman 
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A  woman  of  Stornbay  in  Lewis  had  a  maid  who  faw  vifions,  and  often  fell  into  a 
f\voon;  her  miftrefs  was  very  much  concerned  about  her,  but  could  not  find  out  any 
means  to  prevent  her  feeing  ihofe  things  :  at  laft  flie  refolved  to  pour  feme  of  the  water 
ufed  in  baplifm  on  her  maid's  face,  believing  this  would  prevent  h^  feeing  any  more 
fights  of  this  kind.  And  accordingly  Rte  carried  her  maid  with  her  next  Lord's  Uav, 
and  both  of  them  fat  near  the  bafin  in  which  the  water  flood,  and  after  baptifm,  before 
the  minifter  had  concluded  the  laft  prayer,  flie  put  her  hand  in  the  bafm,  took  upas 
much  water  as  the  could,  and  threw  it  on  the  maid's  face;  at  which  (IrangeaSion  the 
niinificrand  the  congregation  were  equally  furprized.  After  prayer,  themitiifter  in- 
quired of  the  woman  the  meaning  of  fuch  as  an  unbecoming  and  diltraSed  aftion  j  flie 
told  him,  it  was  to  prevent  her  maid's  feeing  vifions  :  and  it  fdl  out  accordingly,  for 
from  that  time  fhe  never  once  more  faw  a  vifion  of  any  kind.  This  account  was  given 
me  by  Mr.  Morifon  minifter  of  the  place,  before  feveral  of  his  parifhioners  who  knew 
the  truth  of  it.  I  fubmit  the  matter  of  faS  to  the  cenfure  of  the  learned;  but  formy 
own  part,  I  think  it  to  have  been  one  of  Satan's  devices  to  make  credulous  people  have 
an  efteeni  for  holy  water. 

John  Morrifon  of  Bragir  in  Lewis,  a  perfon  of  unquelUooable  fincerily  and  reputa- 
tion told  me,  that  within  a  mile  of  his  houie  a  girl  of  twelve  years  old  was  troubled  at  the 
frequent  fight  of  3  vifion,  refembling  herfelf  in  (lature,  complexion,  drefs,  Sccr-and 
feemed  to  Itand  or  fit,  and  to  be  always  employed  as  the  girl  was ;  this  proved  a  great 
trouble  to  her  :  her  parents  being  much  concerned  about  it,  confultcd  the  find  John 
Morrifon,  who  inquired  if  the  girl  was  inftrufted  in  the  principles  of  her  religion,  and 
finding  fhe  was  not,  he  bid  them  teach  her  the  Creed,  Ten  Coramandments,  andthe 
Lord's  Prayer,  and  that  flie  fliould  fay  the  Utter  daily  after  her  prayers,  Mr.  Morifon 
and  his  family  joined  in  prayer  in  the  girl's  behalf,  begging  that  God  of  bis  goodnefs 
would  be  pleafed  to  deliver  her  from  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  vifion :  after  which,  and  the 
girl's  complying  with  the  advice  as  above,  flie  never  faw  it  any  more. 

A  man  living  three  miles  to  the  north  of  the  faid  John  Morrifon,  is  much  haunted  by 
a  fplrit>  appearing  in  all  points  like  to  himfelf ;  and  he  aflcs  many  impertinent  queflions 
of  the  man  when  in  the  fields, but  fpeaks  not  a  word  to  him  at  home,  though  he  feldom 
mifies  to  appear  to  him  every  ntght  in  the  houfe,  but  to  no  other  perfon.  lie  told  this 
to  one  of  his  neighbours,  whoadvtfed  him  to  caft  aHve  coal  at  the  face  of  the  vifion  the 
next  time  he  appeared :  the  man  did  fo  next  night,  and  all  the  family  faw  the  a£b*on  ; 
but  the  following  day  the  fame  fpirit  appeared  to  him  in  the  fields,  and  beat  him  feverely, 
fo  as  to  oblige  him  to  keep  his  bed  for  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days  after.  Mr.  Morifon 
niinifter  of  the  parifli,  and  feveral  of  his  friends  came  to  fee  the  man,  and  joined  in  prayer 
that  he  might  be  freed  from  this  trouble,  but  he  was  ftill  haunted  by  that  fpirit  a  year 
after  I  left  Lewis. 

A  man  in  Knockow,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary's,  the  northernmoft  in  Skie,  being  in 
pei^ed  health,  and  fitting  with  his  fellow-fervants  at  night,  was  on  a  fudden  taken  ill, 
dropt  from  his  feat  backward,  and  then  fell  a  vomiting  ;  at  which  all  the  family  were 
much  concerned,  he  having  never  been  fubjefl  to  the  like  before  :  but  he  came  to  him- 
felf fooQ  after,  and  had  no  fort  of  pain  about  him.  One  of  the  family,  who  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  the  fecond  fight,  told  them  that  the  man's  illnefs  proceeded  from  a  very 
ftrange  caufe,  which  was  thus :  an  ill-natured  woman  (naming  her  by  her  name)  who 
lives  m  the  next  adjacent  village  of  Bornfltittag,  came  before  him  in  a  very  furious  and 
angry  mamier,  her  countenance  full  of  pallion,  and  her  mouth  full  of  reproaches,  and 
threatened  him  with  her  head  and  hands,  until  he  fell  over  as  you  have  feen  him. 
This  woman  bad  a  fancy  for  the  man,  but  was  Uke  to  meet  with  a  difappointment  as  to 
4  R.  a  '■.  his 
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his  marrying  her.    Tliia  inftance  was  told  me  by  the  mafter  of  the  feiuily,  and  othera 
who  were  prefent  when  it  happened. 

'  One  that  lived  in  St.  Mary's  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifle  of  Skie,toId  Mr.  Mapk-Pher- 
fon  the  minifter,  and  others,  that  he  faw  a  vifion  of  a  corpfe  coming  towards  the  church, 
not  by  the  common  road,  but  by  a  more  rugged  way,  which  rendered  the  thing  incredi* 
ble,  and  occafioned  his  neighboui's  to  call  him  a  fool ;  but  he  bid  them  have  patience, 
and  they  would  fee  the  truth  of  what  he  aflerted  in  a  (hort  time :  and  it  fell  out  accord- 
ingly ;  for  one  of  the  neighbourhood  died,  and  hiscorpfe  was  carried  along  the  fameuD> 
accuftomed  way,  the  common  road,  being  at  that  lime  filled  with  a  deep  fnow.  This 
account  was  given  me  by  the  minifter,  and  others  living  there. 

Mr.  Mack'Pherfon's  fervant  foretold  that  a  kiln  ftiould  take  fire,  and  being  fome  time 
after  reproved  by  his  mafter  for  talking  fo  foolilhly  of  the  fecond  fight,  he  amwered  that 
he  could  not  help  his  feeing  fuch  things  as  prefented  themfelves  to  his  view  in  a  very 
lively  manner ;  adding  further,  I  have  juft  now  feen  that  boy  fitting  by  the  fire  with  his 
face  red,  as  if  the  blood  had  been  running  down  his  forehead,  and  1  could  not  avoid 
feeing  this :  and  as  for  the  accomplifhment  of  it  within  forty-eight  hours,  there  is  no 
doubt,  fays  he,  it  having  appeared  in  the  day-time.  The  minifter  became  very  angry  at 
his  man,  and  charged  him  never  to  fpeak  one  word  more  of  the  fecond  fight,  or  if  he 
could  cot  hold  his  tongue,  to  provide  himfelf  another  mafter  ;  tL-lling  him  he  was  an  un- 
happy fellow,  who  ftudied  to  abufe  credulous  people  with  falfe  predictions.  There  was 
no.  more  faid  on  this  fubjeft  until  the  next  day,  that^he  boy  of  whom  the  feer  fpoke, 
came  in,  having  his  face  all  covered  with  blood  ;  which  happened  by  his  falling  on  a 
heap  of  ftones.    .  This  account  was  given  me  by  the  minifter  and  others  of  his  family. 

Daniel  Dow,  a/i(U  Black,  an  inhabitant  of  Bomfkittag,  was  frequently  troubled  at  the 
fight  of  a  man  threatening  to  give  him  a  blow :  he  knew  no  man  refembting  this  vifion  ; 
but  the  ftature,  complexion  and  habit  were  fo  imprefTed  on  his  mind,  that  he  faid  he 
could  diftinguifh  him  from  any  other;  if  he  fiiould  happen  to  fee  him.  About  a  year 
after  the  vifion  appeared  firft  to  him,  his  mafter  fent  him  to  Kyle-Raes,  above  thirty  miles 
further  fouth-eaft,  where  he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  than  he  diftinguifhed  the  man  who 
had  fo  often  appeared  to  him  at  home  ;  and  within  a  few  hours  after,  they  happened  to 
quan'cl)  and  came  to  blows,  fo  as  one  of  them  (I  forgot  which)  was  wounded  in  the 
head.  This  was  told  me  by  the  feer's  mafter,  and  others  who  live  in  the  place.  The 
man  himfelf  has  his  relidencc  there,  and  is  one  of  the  predfeft  feers  in  the  ifles. 

Sir  Normand  Mack-Leod,  and  fome  others  playing  at  tables,  at  a  game  called  in  Irifh 
Falmar-niore,  wherein  there  are  three  of  a  fide,  and  each  of  them  throw  the  dice  by 
turns;  there  happened  to  be  one  difficult  point  in  thedifpofingof  one  of  the  table-men  : 
this  obliged  the  gamefter  to  deliberate  before  he  was  to  change  his  man,  fince  upon  the 
difpofing  of  it,  the  winning  or  lofing  of  the  game  depended.  At  laft  the  butler,  who 
flood  behind,  advifed  the  player  where  to  place  his  man  ;  with  which  he  complied,  and 
won  the  game. '  This  being  thought  extraordinary,  and  Sir  Normand  hearing  one  whif. 
per  him  in  the  ear,  afked  who  advifed  him  fo  fkilfully  ?  He  anfwered,  it  was  the  butler ; 
but  this  feemed  more  ftrange,  for  he  could  not  play  at  tables.  Upon  this,  Sir  Nor- 
mand afked  him  how  long  it  was  fince  he  had  learnt  to  play  ?  and  the  fellow  owned  that 
,he  never  played  in  his  life,  but  that  he  faw  the  fpirit  Browny  reaching  his  arm  over  the 
player's  head,  and  touched  the  part  wirh  his  finger,  on  tfie  point  where  the  table-man 
was  to  be  placed. :  This  was  told  me  by  Sir  Nornxand  afld  others,  who  happened  lo  be 
preltnt  at  the  thne. 

Daniel  Dow  above-named,  foretold  the  death  of  a  young  woman  in  Minginis,  within 

lefe  than  ftventy-four  hours  before  the  time ;  and  accordingly  flie  died  fuddenly  in  the 

e  fields. 


yGoogle 


WESTERN    ISLANDS    OF    SCOTLAND.  677 

fields,  though  at  the  time  of  the  predi£Uon  the  was  in  perfed  heaUh ;  but  the  fhroud  ap- 
pearing clofe  about  her  bead,  was  the  ground  of  his  confidence,  that  her  death  was  at 
hand. 

1  he  fame  Danie!  Dow  foretold  the  death  of  a  child  in  his  mailer's  arms,  by  feeing  a 
fpark  of  lire  fall  on  bis  left  arm ;  and  this  was  likewue  accomplifhed  foon  after  the  pn- 
di£tion.  / 

Someoftbeinhabitantsof  Harries  failing  round  the  ifle  ofSkie,  with  a  defign  to  go  to 
the  oppofite  main  land,  were  (Irangely  furprized  with  an  apparition  of  two  men  hanging 
down  by  the  ropes  that  fecured  the  maft,  but'  could  not  conjefture  what  it  meant.  They 
purfued  the  voyage,  but  the  wind  turned  contrary,  and  fo  forced  them  into  Broadford 
in  the  ifle  of  Skie,  where  they  found  Sir  Donald  Mack-Donald  keeping  a  Sheri^  Court, 
and  two  criminals  receiving  fentence  of  death  there  :  the  ropes  and  maft  of  that  very 
boat  were  made' ufe  of  to  hang  thofe  criminals.  This  was  told  me  by  feveral,  who  had  , 
this  infVance  from  the  boat's  crew. 

Several  perfons  living  in  a  certain  femily,  told  me  that  they  had  frequently  feen  two 
rnen  Handing  at  a  young  gentlewoman's  left  hand,  who  was  their  mailer's  daughter: 
they  told  the  men's  names  ;  and  being  her  equals,  it  was  not  doubted,  but  fhe  would  be 
married  to  one  of  them  ;  and  perhaps  to  the  other,  after  the  death  of  the  firll.  Some- 
time after  a  third  man  appeared,  and  he  feemed  always  to  ftand  neareft  to  her  of  the 
three,  but  the  feers  did  not  know  him,  though  they  could  defcribe  him  exactly.  And 
within  fom^  months  after,  this  man,  who  was  feen  lafl,  did  aftually  come  to  the 
houfe,  and  fulfilled  the  defcription  given  of  him  by  thofe  who  never  faw  him  but  in  a 
vifion  ;  and  he  married  the  woman  Ihdrtly  after.  They  live  in  the  iOe  of  Skie  ;  both 
they  and  others  conBrmed  the  truth  of  this  inflance  when  I  faw  them. 

Mack-Leod's  porter  paffing  by  a  galley  that  lay  in  the  dock,  faw  her  filled  with  men, 
having  a  corpfe,  and  near  to  it  he  faw  feveral  of  Mack-Leod's  relations  :.this  did  in  a  man- 
net  perfuade  him  that  his  mailer  was  to  die  foon  after,  and  that  he  was  to  be  the  corpfe, 
which  was  to  be  tranfported  in  the  galley.  Some  months  after  the  vilion  was  feen.  Mack*-  , 
Leod,  with  feveral  of  his  relations  and  others,  went  to  the  ifle  of  Mull ;  where  fome 
days  after,  Maclean  of  Torloflt  happened  to  die,  and  his  corpfe  was  tranfported  in  the 
galley  to  his  burial-place,  and  Mack-Leod's  relations -were  on  board  to  attend  the  funeral, 
while  Mack-Leod  Itaid  alhore,  and  went  ajongwith  the  corpfe  after  their  landing. 

Mr.  Dougal  Mack-Pherfon,  minifter  of  St.  Mary's  on  the  weft  fide  of  Skie,  having  , 
his  fervanis  in  the  kiln,  drying  of  com,  the  kiln  happened  to  take  fire,  but  was  foon  ex- 
tinguifhed.  And  within  a  few  months  after,  one  of  the  minifter's  fervants  told  him 
that  the  kilii  would  be  on  fire  again  fhortly  ;  at  which  he  grew  very  angry  with  his  man, 
threatening  to  beat  him  if  he  fhould  prefume  to  prophefy  mifchief,by  that  lying  way  of 
the  fccond  fight.  Not  with  ftandtng  this,  the  man  alferted  pofitively,  and  with  great  af- 
furance,  that  the  kiln  would  certainly  take  6re,  let  them  ufe  all  the  precautions  they 
could.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Mack-Pherfon  had  the  curiofity  to  inquire  of  his  man,  if  he  could 
guefs  « iihin  what  fpace  of  time  the  kiln  would  take  fire  ?  he  told  him  before  Hatlow- 
tide.  Upon  which,  Mr.  Mack-Pherfon  called  for  the  key  of  the  kiln,  and  told  his  man 
that  he  would  take  care  of  the  kiln  nntil  the  limited  day  was  expired,  for  none  (hall  en* 
ter  it  fooner;  and  by  this  means  I  fhatl  make  the  devil,  if  he  is  the  author  of  fuch  lieSj 
and  you  both  liars.  For  this'end  he  kept  the  key  of  the  kiln  in  his  prefs,  until  the  time 
was  over,  and  then  delivered  the  key  to  ii.e  fervants,  concluding  his  man  to  be  a.fool 
and  a  cheat.  Then  the  fervants  went  to  dry  com  in  the  kiln,  and  were  charged  to 
have  4  fpecial  care  of  the  fii'e ;  yet  in  a  little  time  after  the  kiln  took  firet  and  it  was  all 
in  a  flame,  according  to  the  predi&ioo,  though  the  vian  niiftook  the  time.  He  lold  hi» 
1  mafter^ 
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tnafter,  that  vitbin  a  few  moments  after  the  Rre  of  the  kiln  had  been  lirA:  extlngiufiled, 
.  he  law  it  all  in  a  fiatne  again ;  and  this  appealing  to  him  in  -  the  day  time,  it  would 
come  to  pafa  the  fooner. 
^/  John  Mack>Normand,  and  Daniel  Mack-£win,  travelling  along  the  roii,  two  miles  to 
.the  north  of  Snifort  church,  faw  abody  of  men  coming  from  the  north,  as  if  they  had  a. 
corpfe  with  them  to  be  buried  in  Snifort :  this  determined  them  to  advance  towards  the 
-river,  which  was  then  a  little  before  them,  and  having  waited  at  the  ford,  thinking  to 
jneet  thofe  that  they  expefted  with  the  funeral,  were  ahogeiher  dilappointed  ;  for  after 
Jaking  a  view  of  the  ground  all  round  them,  they  difcovered  that  it  was  only  a  vihon. 
This  was  very  furprizing  to  them  both,  for  they  never  faw  any  thing  by  way  of  the  fecond 
fight  before  or  after  that  time.  This  they  told  thfir  neighbours  when  they  came  home, 
and  it  happened  that  about  two  or  three  weeks  after  a  corpfe  came  along  that  road  from 
another  parifh,  from  which  few  or  none  are  brought  to  Snifort,  except  perfons  of  dif- 
tinftion  ;  fp  that  this  vifion  was  exadly  accomplilhed. 

A  genthsman  who  is  a  native  of  Skie,  did,  when  a  boy,  difoblige  a  feer  in  the  ifle  of 
y  Rafay,  and  upbraid  him  for  his  uglinefs,  as  being  black  by  name  and  nature.  At  lall 
the  feer  told  him  very  angrily,  my  child,  if  I  am  black,  ypu'U  be  red  e'er  long.  The 
mafter  of  the- family  chid  him  for  this,  and  bid  him  give  over  his  fooliQi  prediflions, 
fince  no  body  believed  them;  but  next  morning  the  boy  being  at  play  near  thehoufe;^ 
fell  on  a  (lone,  and  wounded  himfeUin  the  forehead,  fo  deep,  that  to  this  day  there  is  a 
hollow  fear  in  that  part  of  it. 

James  Beaton,  furgeon  in  the  ille  of  North- VilV,  told  me,  that  being  in  the  ifle  of 
Mull,  a  feer  told  him  confidently,  that  he  was  (hortly  to  have  a  bloody  forehead  ;  but 
he  difregarded  it,  and  called  the  feer  a  fool.  However  this  James  being  called  by  fome 
of  the  Macleans  to  go  ^^long  with  them  to  attack  a  veflel  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Argyle, 
3yho  was  then  coming  to  polTefs  Mull  by  force  ;  the/  attacked  the  veflel,  <md  one  of 
the  Macleans  being  wounded,  the  faid  James,  while  dreffmg  the  wound,  happened  to  rub 
^is  forehead,  and  then  fome  of  his  patient's  blood  Q  uck  to  his  face,  which  accomplished 
the  vifion. 

,■  My  Lord  Vifcount  Tarbat,  one.  of  Her  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State  in  Scotland* 
travelling  in  the  Ihire  of  Rofs,  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  came  into  a  houfe,  and  fat 
down  in  an  armed  chair  :  caie  of  his  retinue,  who  had  the  faculty  of  feeing  the  fecond 
fight,  fpoke  to  fome  of  my  lord's  company,  defiring  them  to  perfuade  him  to  leave  the 
hpufe  ;  for,  faid  he,  there  is  a  great  misfortune  will  attend  fomebody  in  it,  and  that 
within  a  few  hpurs.  This  was  told  my  lord,  but  he  did  not  regard  it :  the  feer  did 
fopn  after  renew  his  intre^ty,  with  much  eagemefs,  begging  that  my  lord  might  remove 
put  of  that  unhappy  chair,  but  had  no  other  anfwer  than  to  be  expefed  for  a  fooU 
Spme  hours  after  my  lord  removed,  and  purfued  his  journey  ;  but  was  not  gone  many 
hours  when  a  trooper  riding  upon  the  ice,  near  the  houfe  whence  my  lord  removed,  fell 
sod  broke  his.thigh,  and  being  afterwards  brought-into  thathoufe,  was  laid  in  the  armed 
cfair,  where  his  wound  was  dreifed,  which  accomplilhed  the  vifion.  I  heard  this  in- 
fiance  from  fcveral  hands,  and  had  it  fmde  confirmed  by  my  lord  himfelf. 

A  nian  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary's  in  the  barony  of  Trotemefs  in  Skre,  called  Lach- 
Un,  lay  Tick  for  the  Ipace  of  fome  months,  decaying  daily,  infomuch  that  alt  his  relations 
and  acquaintance  delpaired  of  his  recovery.  One  of  the  parifhioners,  called  Archibald 
■^  JVl9ck-Don»ld,  being  reputed  famous  for  bis  f*!U  in  foretelling  things  locomeby  the  fecond 
fight,  aflerted  pofittvely  that  the  fick  man  would  never  die  in  the  houfe  where  he  then 
by.  This  bein^g  thought  very  improbable,  all  the  ndghbourscondeomed  Archibald  as 
a  &oIiflk  pv)ph«t :  upoa  which,  he  paffioaateLy  affirmed,  that  if  ever  that  fick  man  die* 
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in  the  houfe  where  he  now  lies,  I  fliall  from  henceforth  renounce  ifty  part  of  heaven  ; '  , 

adding  withal,  the  fick  man  was  to  be  carried  alive  oiit  of  the  houfe  in  which  h:  then 
la",  but  that  he  would  never  return  to  it  alive :  and  then  he  named  the  perfons  that 
{hould  carry  out  the  fick  man  alive.  The  man  having^Hved  fome  weeks  longer  than  his 
friends  imagined,  and  proving  uneafy  and  troublefome  to  all  the  family  ;  they  confidcr- 
ed  that  Archibald  had  reafon  for  bis  peremptory  afferrion,  and  therefore  they  rcfolved 
to  carry  him  to  a  houfe  joining  to  that  in  which  he  then  lay  :  but  the  poor  man  would 
by  no  means  give  his  confent  to  be  moved  from  a  place  where  he  believed  he  (hould 
never  die;  fo  much'did  he  rely  on  the  words  of  Archibald,  of  whofe  fidll  he  had  feen 
many  demonfl  rations.  Bui  at  laft  his  friends  being  fatigued  day  and  night  with  the 
fick  man's  uneafmefs,  they  carried  him  againft  his  inclination  to  another  little  houl'e, 
vhich  was  only  feparated  by  an  entry  from  that  in  which  he  lay,  and  their  feet  were 
fcarce  within  the  ihrefhold,  when  the  fick  man  gave  up  the  ghoft  ;  and  it  was  remark- 
able that  the  two  neighbours,  which  Archibald  named  would  carry  him  out,  were  ac- 
tually the  perfons  that  did  fo^  At  the  time  of  ihe  prediftion,  Archibald  faw  him  carried 
out  as  above,  and  when  he  was  within  the  door  of  the  other  houfe,  he  faw  him  all 
white,  and  the  lliroiid  bemg  about  him,  occafioned  his  confidence  as  above  mentioned. 
This  is  matter  of  fact,  which  Mr.  Daniel  Nicholfon  minifter  of  the  parifii,  and  a  confid- 
erable  number  of  the  pari&ioners,  are  able  to  vouch  for,  and  ready  to  attefl,  if  occafioa 
requires. 

The  fame  Archibald  Mack-Donald  happened  to  be  in  the  village  Knockow  one 
night,  and  before  fupper  told  the  family,  that  he  had  juft  then  feen  the  {Irangell  thing 
he  ever  faw  in  his  life ;  to  wit,  a  man  with  an  ugly  long  cap,  always  (baking  his  head  - 
but  that  the  ftrangeft  of  all,  was  a  little  kind  of  a  harp  which  he  had,  with  four 
firings  only,  and  that  it  had  two  hart's  horns  fixed  in  the  front  of  it.  Ail  that  heard 
this  odd  vifion,  fell  a  laughing  at  Archibald,  telling  him  that  he  was  dreaming,  or  had 
not  hi»  wits  about  him  ;  fmce  he  pretended  to  fee  a  thing  that  had  no  being,  and  was 
not  fo  much  as  heard  of  in  any  part  of  the  world.  All  this  could  not  alter  Archibald's 
opinion,  who  told  them  that  they  mud  excufe  him,  if  he  laughed  at  them  after  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  the  vifion,  Archibald  returned  to  his  own  houfe,  and  within  three  or 
four  days  after,  a  man  with  the  cap,  harp,  &c.  came  to  the  houfe,  and  the  harp,  firings, 
horns,  and  cap  anfwered  the  defcripiion  of  them  at  firfl:  view  :  he  fhook  his  head  when 
he  played,  for  he  had  two  bells  fixed  to  his  cap.  This  harper  was  a  poor  man,  and 
made  himfelf  a  buffoon  for  his  bread,  and  was  never  before  feen  in  thofe  parts  j  for  at 
the  time  of  the  prediction,  he  was  in  the  ifle  of  Barray,  which  is  above  twenty  leagues 
(lillant  from  that  part  of  Skie.  This  (lory  is  vouched  by  Mr.  Daniel  Martin,  and  all  his 
family,  and  fuch  as  were  then  prefent,  and  live  in  the  village  where  this  happened. 

Mr.  Daniel  Nicholfon  minifter  of  St.  Mary's  in  Skic,  the  parifh  in  which  Archibald" 
Mack-Donald  lived,  told  me,  that  one  Sunday  after  fcrmon  at  the  chapel  ITge,  he  took' 
occafion  to  inquire  of  Archibald,  if  he  dill  retained  that  unhappy  faculty  of  feeing  the 
fecond  fight,  and  he  WQied  him  to  lay  it  afide,  if  poflible  ;  for,  faid  he,  it  is  no  true' 
chara£fer  of  a  good  man.  Archibald  was  highly  difpleafed,  and  anfwered,  that  he 
hoped  he  was  no  more  unhappy  than  his  neighbours,  for  feeing  what  they  could  not 'per- 
ceive ;  adding,  I  had,  fays  he,  as  ferious  thoughts  as  my  neighbours,  in  time  of  hearing 
a  fermon  to  day,  and  even  then  I  faw  a  corpfe  laid  on  the  ground  clofe  to  the  ptilpit, 
and  I  allure  you  it  will  be  accomplifhed  fliorlly,  for  it  was  in  the  day-rime.  Mr. 
Nicholfon  ami  feverat  parifhioners  then  prefent,  endeavoured  to  diffuade  Archibald 
from  this  difcourfe ;  but  he  (iill  aflerted  that  it  would  quickly  come  to  pafs,  and  that 
all  his  other  predidions  of  this  kind  had  ever  been  accomplifhed.    There  was  none  in 
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the  parifh  then  fKk,  and  few  are  buried  at  that  little  cha^l,  nay  fomettmes  not  one  in  a 
year  is  buried  there;  yet  when  Mr.  Nicholfon  returned  to  preach  in  the  faid  chapel, 
two  or  three  weeks  after^   he  found  one  buried  in  the  very  fpot  named  by  Archibald. 

This  ftory  is  vouched  by  Mr.  Nicholfon,  and  feveral  of  thi  parilhioners  ftill  living. 

Mr.  Daniel  Nicholfon  above-mentioned,  being  a  widower  at  the  age  of  fcfrty-fbur, 
this  Archibald  faw  In  a  vifion  a  young  gentlewoman  in  a  good  drefs  frei}uently  (landing 
at  Mr.  NichoIfDn's  right  hand,  and  this  he  often  told  the  parilhioners  politively  ;  and 
gave  an  account  of  her  complexion,  ftature,  habit,  and  that  flie  would  in  time  be  Mr. 
Nicholfon's  wife  :  this  being  told  the  minifler  by  feveral  of  them,  he  delired  them  to 
have  no  regard  to  what  that  foolifh  dreamer  had  faid  j  for,  faid  he,  it  is  twenty  to 
one  if  ever  I  marry  again.  Archibald  happened  to  fee  Mr.  Nicholfon  foon  after  this 
(lighting  expreflion,  however  he  perfifted  (till  in  his  opinion,  and  faid  conUdemly  that 
Mr.  Nicholfon  would  certainly  marry,  and  that  the  woman  would  in  all  points  make 
up  the  charader  he  gave  of  her,  for  he  taw  her  as  often  as  he  Taw  Mr.  Nicholfon.  This 
(lory  was  told' me  above  a  year  before  the  accomplilhn\ent  of  it ;  and  Mr.  Nicholfon, 
fome  two  or  three  years  after  Archibald's  prcdi£tion.  went  to  the  fynod  in  Boot,  where 

-  he  had  the  firfl  opportunity  of  feeing  one  Mrs.  Morifon,  and  from  that  moment  fancied 
her,  and  afterwards  married  her.  She  was  no  fooner  feen  in  the  ill^'  of  vSki?,  ^han  the  na> 
lives,  who  had  never  feen  her  before,  were  fatished  that  Ihe  did  compltitely  anfwer  the 
charaGer  given  of  her,  &c.  by  Archibald. 

One  who  had  been  accullomed  to  fee  the  fecond-ftght  in  the  iHe  of  F.i;r,  which  lies 
about  three  or  four  leagues  to  the  fouth-welt  part  of  the  iHe  of  Skie,  told  his  neighbours 
that  he  had  frequently  feen  an  apparition  of  a  man  in  a  red  coat  lined  with  blue,  and 
having  on  his  head  a  (Irange  fort  of  blue  cap,  with  a  very  high  cock  on  the  fore  part 
of  it,  and  that  the  man  who  there  appeared  was  killing  a  comely  maid  in  the  village 
where  the  feer  dwelt ;  and  therefore  declared  that  a  man  in  fitch  a  drefs  would  certainly 
debauch  or  marry  fuch  a  young  woman.  This  unufual  vifion  did  much  expofe  the  feer, 
for  all  the  inhabitants  treated  him  as  a  fool,  though  he  had  on  fi^veral  other  occafions  fore- 
told things  that  afterwards  were  accomplifhed  ;  this  they  thought  one  of  the  molt  un- 
likely  things  to  be  accomplifhed  that  could  have  entered  into  any  man's  head.  This 
ftory  was  then  difcourfed  of  in  the  itle~of  Skie,  and  all  that  heard  it  laughed  at  it ;  it 
being  a  rarity  to  fee  any  foreigner  in  Egg,  and  the  young  woman  had  no  thoughts  of 
going  any  where  elfe.   This  ftory  was  told  me  at  Edinburgh  by  Normand  Mack-Leod  of 

'  Graban,  in  September  1688,  he  being  ju(l  then  come  from  the  iOe  of  Skie;  and 
there  were  prefent  the  Laird  of  Mack-Leod,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Mack-Leod  advocate, 
and  others. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  late  Revolution,  Major  Fergufon,  now  colonel  of 
one  of  Her  Majefty's  regiments  of  foot,  was  then  fent  by  the  government  with  fix  hun- 
dred- men,  and  fome  frigates,  to  reduce  the  iflanders  that  bad  appeared  for  K.  J.  and 
perhaps  the  fmall  ifie  of  Egg  had  never  been  regarded,  though  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
had  been  at  the  battle  of  Killicranky,  but  by  a  mere  accident,  which  determined  Major 
Fergufon  to  go  to  the  ille  of  Egg,  which  was  this  :  a  boat's  crew  of  the  ifle  of  Egg  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  ifle  of  Skie,  and  killed  one  of  Major  Kergufdn's  foldiers  there :  upon 
notice  of  which  the  Major  directed  his  courfeto  the  ifleof  Egg,  where  he  was  fufficiently 
revenged  of  the  natives ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  maid  above  mentioned  being  very 
handfome,  was  then  forcibly  carried  on  board  one  of  the  velTels,  by  fome  of  the  foldiers, 
where  fhe  was  kept  above  twenty-four  hours,  and  n\  iilied,  and  brutiOily  robbed  at  the 
fame  time  of  her  line  head  of  hair :  the  is  fince  married  in  the  ifle,  and  m  good  reputa* 
tipn ;  her  misfortune  being  pitied,!and  not  reckoned  her  cri  ne. 

Sir 
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Sir  Normand  Mack-Leod,  who  has  hjs  reddence  in  the  ifle  of  Bernera>  which  lies  be- 
tween theilleofNorth-Vift  and  Harries,  went  to  the  Ifleof  Side  about  bufinefs,  nithobt 
appointing  any  time  for  his  return,;  his  fervants  in  his  abfence,  being  all  together  in  the^ 
large  hall  at  night,  one  of  them  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee-  the  fecond-fight,  told 
the  reft  they  muft  remove,  for  they  would  have  abundance  of  other  company  in  the 
"  hall  that  night.  One  of  his  fellow -fervants  anfwered,  that  there  was  very  little  appear, 
ance  of  that,  and  if  he  had  feen  any  vifion  of  company,  it  was  not  like  to  be  accom> 
pliQied  this  night :  but  the  feer  infilled  upon  it,  that  it  was.  They  continued  to  argue 
the  improbability  of  it,  becaufe  of  the  darknef»  of  the  night,  and  the  danger  of  coming 
through  the  rocks  that  lie  round  the  iHe  :  but  within  an  hour  after,  one  of  Sir  Nor- 
mand's  men  came  to  the  houfe,  bidding  them  provide  lights,  &c.  for  his  mailer  had 
newly  landed  ;  and  thus  the  prediAion  was  immediately  accompliflied. 

Sir  Normand  hearing  of  it,  called  for  the  feer,  and  exafnined  him  about  it ;  he  an- 
fwered,  that  l^ehad  feen^the  fpirit  called  Browny,  in  human  fliape,  come  feveral  times, 
and  make  a  ihew  of  carrying  an  old  woman  that  faf  by  the  fire  to  the  doOr  ;  and  at  lafl 
feemed  to  carry  her  out  by  neck  and  heels,  which  made  him  laugh  heartily,  and  gave 
occafion  to  the  reft  to  conclude  be  was  mad,  to  laugh  fo  without  reafon.  This  inftance 
was  told  me  by  Sir  Normand  himfelf. 

Four  men  from  the  ifle  of  Skie  and  Harries  having  gone  to  Barbadoes,  (laid  there    ^ 
for  fourteen  years ;  and  though  they  were  wonl  to  fee  the  fecond  fight  in  their  native 
country,  they  never  faw  it  in  Barbadoes  ;  but,  upon  their  return  to  England,  the  firfl 
night  after  their  landing  they  few  the  fecond-iight,  as  it  was  told  me  by^feveral  6f  their 
acquamtance. 

John  MorrifoQ,  who  lives  in  Bernera  of  B'arries,  wears  the  plant  called  ^»f  <>  Damo- 
num,  fewed  in  the  neck  of  his  coat,  to  prevent  his  feeing  of  vifions,  and  fays  he  never 
faw  any  fmce  he  firfl  carried  that  plant  aboiit  him.  He  fuffered  me  to  feel  the  plant 
in  the  neck  of  his  coat,  but  would  by  no  means  let  me  open  the  feam,  though  I  oHered 
him  a  reward  to  let  me  do  it. 

A  fpirit,  by  the  country  peole  called  Browny,  was  fi-eqaently  feen  in  all  the  moft 
confiderable  families  in  the  illcs  and  north  of  Scotland,  in  the  fhape  of  a  tail  man  ;  but 
within  thefe  twenty  or  thirty  years  pall  he  is  feen  but  rarely. 

There  were  fpirits  alfo  that  appeared  in  the  fhape  of  women,  horfes,  fwtne,  cats,  and 
fome  lik&  fiery  balls,  which  would  follow  men  m  die  BeMs ;  but  there  has  be^n  but  few 
inftatices  of  thefe  for  forty  years  pafl. 

Thefe  fjpirits  ufed  alfo  to  form  founds  in  the  air  refembling  thofe  of  a  harp,  pipe;  >^ 
crowing  of  a  cock,  and  of  the  grinditig  of  querns  j  and  fometimes  they  have  heard  voiCrt 
in  the  air  by  night  finging  Irifh  fongs :  the  words  of  which  fongs  fome  of  my  acquain- 
tance flill  retdn.  One  of  them  refembled  the  voice  of  a  woman  who  had  died  fome  tinie 
before,  and  thefong  related  to  her  flate  in  the  other  world.  Thefe  accounts  I  had.from 
perfons  of  as  great  integrity  as  any  are  in  the  world. 

A  brief  AuotiM  ef  the  Advaata^s  the  Ifiet  afford  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  particularly  for 
a  Fijhmg  Trade, 

THE  North- weftlfles  are  of  all  other  mofl  capable  of  improvement  by  fea  and  land ; 
yet,  by  reafon  of  their  diflance  from  trading  towns,  and  becaufe  of  their  language,  which 
» irifti,  the  inhabitants  have  never  had  any  opportonity  to  trade  at  home  or  abroad,  or  to 
acquire  mechamcal  arts,  and  other  fciences :  fo  that  they  are  ftill  left  to  aft  by  the  force 
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of  their  natural  genius,  and  what  they  could  learn  by  obfervation.  They  have  not  yet 
arrived  to  a  competent  knowledge  in  agriculture,  for  which  caufe  many  tra&s  of  rich 
ground  lie  nefileftcd,  or  at  lead  but  meanly  improved,  in  proportion  to-what  they  might 
be.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  becaufe  the  people  are  as  capable  to  acquire  arts  or 
fciences  as  any  other  in  Europe.  If  two  or  more  perfons  (killed  in  agriculture  were  feiit 
from  the  Lowlands  to  each  parifli  in  the  ifles,  they  would  foon  enable  the  natives  to  furnifli 
themfelves  with  fuch  plenty  of  com  as  would  maintain  all  their  poor  and  idle  people  ; 
many  of  which  for  want  or  fubfiftence  at  home,  are  forced  to  feek  their  livelihood  in 
foreign  countries,  to  the  great  lofs,  as  well  as  difhonour  of  the  nation.  This  would 
enable  them  alfo  to  fumilh  the  oppofite  barren  parts  of  the  continent  with  bread  j  and 
(o  much  the  more,  that  in  plentiful  years  they  afford  them  good  quantities  of  com  ia 
this  infant  ftate  of  their  agriculture.  They  have  many  large  parcels  of  ground  never 
yet  manured,  which,  if  cultivated,  would  maintain  double  the  number  of  the  prefent  in- 
habitants, and  increafe  and  preferve  their  cattle  j  many  of  which,  for  want  of  hay  or 
llraw  die  in  the  winter  and  fpring  :  fo  that  I  have  known  particular  perfons  lofe  above 
one  hundred  cows  at  a  time,  merely  by  want  of  fodder. 

This  is  fo  much  the  more  inexcufable,  becaufe  the  ground  in  the  Weilem  IHes^ 
naturally  richer  in  many  refpe£ls  than  in  many  other  parts  of  the  contin«it ;  as  appears 
from  feveral  inftances,  particularly  in  Skie,  and  the  oppofite  Weftem  Ifles,  in  which 
there  are  many  valleys,  &c.  capable  of  good  improvement,  and  of  which  divers  experi- 
ments have  been  already  made  ;  and  befides,  moll  of  thofe  places  have  the  convenience 
of  frefli-water  lakes  and  rivers,  as  well  as  of  the  fea,  near  at  hand,  to  furnifli  the  inhabi- 
tants with  fiOi  of  many  forts,  and  a/ga  marina  for  manuring  the  ground. 

In  many  places  the  foil  is  proper  for  wheat ;  and  that  their  grafs  is  good,  is  evident 
from  the  great  produd  of  their  cattle  :  fo  that  if  the  natives  were  taught  and  encou- 
raged to  take  pains  to  improve  their  com  and  hay,  to  plant,  inclofe,  and  manure  their 
ground,,  drun  lakes,  fow  wheat  and  peale,  and  plant  orchards  and  kitchen-gardens,. 
&c.  they  might  have  as  great  plenty  of  all  things  for  the  fuftenance  of  mankind,  as  any 
other  people  in  Europe. 

I  have  known  a  hundred  families,  of  four  or  five  perfons  a-piece  at  lead,  maintained 
there  upon  little  farms,  for  which  they  paid  not  above  five  flitllings  (lerling,  one  flieep, 
and  fome  pecks  of  corn  per  ann.  each ',  which  is  enough  to  fliew,  that  by  a  better 
iroprovetnent,  that  country  would  maintain  many  more  mhabitants  than  now  live  in. 
the  ifles. 

If  any  man  be  difpc^ed  to  live  a  folitary  retired  life»  and  to  withdraw  from  the  noife 
of  the  world,  he  may  have  a  place  of  retreat  there  in  a  fmall  ifland,  or  in  the  comer  of  a. 
large  one,  where  be  may  enjoy  himfelf,  and  live  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

If  any  ^mily,  reduced  to  low  circumftances,  had  a  mind  to  retire  to-any  of  thefe  ifleSy 
there  is  no  part  of  the  known  world  where  they  may  have  the  produds  of  fea  and  land 
cheaper,  live  more  fecurely,  or  among  a  more  tractable  and  mild  people.  And  that 
the  country  in  general  is  healthful,  appears  from  the  good  ftate  of  health  enjoyed  by  the 
kihabltants. 

I  flialt  not  offer  to  aflert  that  there  are  mines  of  gold  or  filver  in  the  Weftem  Ifles, 
irom  any  refemblance  they  may  bear  to  olAier  parts  that  afford  mines,  but  the  natives 
affirm  that  gold  duft  has  been  found  at  Grimints  on  the  weftem  coaft  of  the  ifle  o£ 
North- Vift,  and  at  Copveaul  in  Harries  v  >n  which,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  ifles,.. 
Ih.^  teeth  of  the  flieep  which  feed  there  are  dyed  yellow. 
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There  is  -a  good  lead  mine,  having  a  mixture  of  filvcr  in  if,  on  the  wed  end  of  the 
ifle  of  Ila,  near  Port  Efcock  ;  and  Buchanan  and  others  fay,  that  the  ifle  Lifmore  affords 
lead:  and  Slail  and  Strath,  on  the  fouth-wefi:  of  Skie,  are  in  ftone, "ground,  grafs,  &c. 
cxaflly  the  fame  with  that  part  of  Ila,  where  there  is  a  lead  mine.  And  if  fearch  were  " 
made  in  the  ifles  and  hills  of  the  oppoHte  main,  it  is  not  improbable  that  fome  good  mines 
might  be  difcovered  in  fome  of  them. 

I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  of  Lochaber,  that  an  EngliOiniaik  had  found  fome  gold-duft  ' 
in  a  mountain  near  the  river  Lochy,  but  could  jiever  find  out  the  place  again  after  his 
return  from  England.     That  there  have  been  gold  mines  in  Scotland  is  clear,  from  the 
■manufcripts  mentioned  by  Dr.  Nicholfon,  now  Biftiop  of  Carlifle,  in  his  late  Scots 
Hift.  Library.  ' 

The  fituation  of  thefe  ifles  for  promoting  trade  in  general  appears  advantageous 
enough  :  but  more  particularly  for  a  trade  with  Denmark,  Sweden,  Hamburgh,  Hol- 
land, Britain,  and  Ireland.  France  and  Spain  feem  remote,  yet  they  do  not  exceed  a 
week's  failing,  with  a  favourable  wind. 

The  general  opinion  of  the  advantage  that  might  be  reaped  from  the  improvement 
of  the  fifli  trade  in  thefe  ifles,  prevailed  among  confidering  people  in  former  times  to 
attempt  it. 

The  firft  that  I  know  of  was  by  King  Charles  the  Firft,  in  conjunftion  with  a  com- 
pany of  merchants ;  but  it  mifcarried  becaufe  of  the  civil  wars,  which  unhappily  broke 
out  at  that  time. 

The  next  attempt  was  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  alfo  joined  with  fome  mer- 
chants *,  and  this  fucceeded  well  for  a  time.  I  am  affured  by  fuch  as  faw  the  fifii 
Catched  by  that  company,  that  they  were  reputed  the  beft  in  Europe  of  their  kind,  and 
accordingly  were  fold  for  a  greater  price ;  but  this  defign  was  ruined  thus  :  the  King 
having  occafion  for  money,  was  advifed  to  withdraw  that  which  was  employed  in  the 
fifliery  ;  at  which  the  merchants  bang  difpleafed,  and  difagreeing  likewife  among  them- 
felves,  they  alfo  withdrew  their  money :  and  the  attempt  has  never  been  renewed  fmce 
that  time. 

The  fettling  a  fifhery  in  thofe  parts  would  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  be  an  effeftual  means  to  advance  the  revenue,  by  Ihe  cuftoms  on  export  and 
import,  &c. 

It  would  be  a  nurfery  of  (lout  and  able  feamen  in  a  very  Qiort  time,  to  ferve  the  go- 
vernment on  all  occaftons.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ifles  and  oppofite  main  land  being 
Tery  prolific  already,  the  country  would  beyond  all  pfiradventure  become  very  populoys 
in  a  little  time,  if  a  fifliery  were  once  fettled  among  them.  The  inhabitants  are  not  con. 
temptible  for  their  number  at  prefent,  nor  are  they  to  ieam  the  ufe  of  the  oar,  for  all 
of  them  are  generally  very  dextrous  at  it :  fo  that  thofe  places  need  not  to  be  planted 
with  a  new  colony,  but  only  fumilhed  with  proper  materials,  and  a  few  expert  hands, 
to  join  with  the  natives  to  fet  on  foot  and  advance  a  fifliery. 

The  people  inhabiting  the  Wedem  Ifles  of  Scotland,  may  be  about  forty  thoufand, 
and  many  of  them  want  employment ;  this  is  a  great  encouragement  both  for  fettiag- 
vp  other  manufa^ries  and  the  fifhing  trade  among  them :  befides  a  great  number  of 
people  may  be  expeded  from  the  oppofite  continent  of  the  Highlands,  and  north; 
which,  from  a  late  computation,  by  one  who  had  an  eftimateof  then:  number,  from  feve- 
xal  minifters  in  the  country,  are  i^ckoned  to  exceed  the  number  of  iflanders  above  ten 
to  one :  and  it  is  too  well  Imown,  that  many  of  them  alfo  want  en^loymeot.  The  ofv 
je£tioa»  that  they  fpeak  only  Iriih,  is  uothiDg :  many  of  them  undedland  EftgOih,  in  alt 
4  s  a  the 
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tbe  con6derabIe  ifiands,  which  are  fulHcient  to  dire^  the  x/eR.  ia  catching  and  euriiig  filb  j  * 
ftod  in  a  little  time  the  youth  would  learn  Englifh. 

Tbe  commodioufners  and  fafety  of  the  numeross  bays  and  harbours  in  thore  iOes» 
feem  as  if  nature  bad  defigned  them  for  promoting  trade  :  ihey  are  likewife  fumiihed 
with  plenty  of  good  water  and  (loncs  for  building.  The  oppofite  main  land  affords 
'  wood  of  divers  forts  for  that  ufe.  They  have  abundance  of  turf  and  peat  for  fuel  i. 
and  of  this  latter  there  is  fuch  plenty  in  many  parts,  as  might  furniOi  fait-pans  with  fire 
all  the  year  round.  ,The  fea  forces  its  palT^ige  in  feveral  fmall  channels  through  the- 
land  i  fo  as  it  renders  the  defign  more  eafy  and  praSicable. 

The  coaft  of  each  ifle  affords  many  thoufand  load  of  fea-ware,  whtcb,  if  preferred, 
might  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  for  making  glafs,  and  likewife  kelp  for  foap. 

The  generahty  of  the  bays  afford  all  forts  of  (hell-fifli  in  great  plenty  v  as  oyfters^ 
clams,  mufdes,  loblters,  cockles,  &c.  which  might  be  {uckled,  and  esported  in  great 
quantities.  There  are  great  and  fmall  whales  of  divers  kinds  to  be  had  round  the  iflea^. 
and  on  the  Ihore  of  the  oppolite  continent ;  and  are  frequently  feen  in  narrow  bays, 
where  they  may  be  eafily  caught.  The  great  number  of  rivers  both  in  the  illes  aiu^ 
oppofite  main  land,  afford  abundance  of  falmon,  which,  if  rightly  managed,  might  turn 
to  a  good  account. 

The  iiles  afford  likewife  great  quantities  of  black  cattle,  which  might  ferve  the  traders. 
both  for  confumption  and  extmrt. 

Strath  in  Skie  abounds  with  good  marble,  wtuch  may  be  had  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  near- 
the  fea. 

There  is  good  wool  in  moft  of  the  iSes,  and  very  cheap ;  fome  are  at  the  charge 
^  carrying  it  on  borfeback,  about  feventy  or  eighty  miles,  to  the  fhires  of  Murray  and 
Aberdeen. 

There  are  feveral  of  the  ifles  that  afford  a  great  deal  of  very  fine  clay ;  which,  if  im- 
proved, might  turn  to  a  good  account  for  making  earthen-ware  of  all  lorts. 

The  moft  centrical  .and  convenient  placK  for  keeping  magazines  of  ca(k,  fair,  &c. 
are  thofe  mentioned  in  the  refpe^iive  illes  ;  as  one  at  Loch-Maddy-ides,  in  the  ifle  of 
North- Vift  ;  a  feccHid  in  the  ifle  of  Hermetra,  on  the  coaft  of  the  ifland  Harries  ;  a 
third  in  ifland  Glals,  on  the  coaft  of  Harries ;  and  a  fourth  in  Stornvay,  in  the  ifle  of 
Lewis. 

But  for  fettling  a  magazine  or  colony  for  trade  in  general,  and  fifbing  in  particular, 
the  ifle  of  Skie  is  abfolutely  the  mod  centrical,  both  with  regard  to  the  ifles  and  oppo* 
fi'te  miuii  land  ;  and  the  moft  proper  places  in  this  ifle  are  ifland  Ka  in  Lochfaltart^ 
]uui  Locbuge,  both  on  the  weft  fide  of  Skie ;  Loch-Portrie,  and  Scowfar  on  the  eaft 
fide,  and  ifland  Dierman  on  the  fouth  fide :  thefe  places  abound  with  alt  forts  of  fifh' 
diat'are  caught  in  thofe  feas ;  and  they  are  proper  places  for  a  confiderable  number  of 
men  to  dwell  in,  and  convenient  for  fettling  magazines  in  them. 

There  are  many  bays  and. harbours  that  are  convenient  for  building  towns  in  feveral- 
oi  the  other  tfl<;s,  if  trade  were  fettled  among  them ;  and  cod  and  ling,  as  well  as  ftfli 
of  leffer  flse,  are  to  be  had  generally  on  the  coaft  of  the  leffer,  as  well  as  of  the  larger 
ifles.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  foi'dgners,  failing  through  the  Weftem  Ifles  have  beea 
tempted,  from  the  fight  of  fo  many  wild  hills,  that' feem  to  be  covered  all  over  with- 
beaih,  and  faced  witn  high  rocks,  to  imagine  that  the  inhabitants,  as  welt  as  the 
pUces  of  their  refidence,  are  t>arbarous}  and  to  this  opinion  their  habit  as  well  as  their 
Uaguage,  have  contributed.  The  like  is  fuppofed  by  many  that  live  in  the  fouth  of 
&cotUad»whQ  k^w  no  more  of  the  Weftem  Ifles  than, the  natives  of  Italjr :  but  the 
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lioh  is  not  fo  fierce  as  he  is  painted,  neither  are  the  people  defciibed  here  fo  barbarous 
as  the  world  imagines :  it  is  not  the  habit  that  makes  the  monk,  nor  doth  ttie  garb  ia 
fcfhion  qualify  him  that  wears  it  to  be  virtuous.  The  inhabitants  have  humanity,  and 
ufe'  ftrangers  hofpitably  and  charitably.  I  could  bring  feveral  inftances  of  barbarity 
and  theft  committed  by  ftranger  feamen  in  the  ifles,  but  there  is  not  one  inftance  of 
any  injury  offered  by  the  iflanders  to  any  feamen  or  ftrangers.  I  had  a  particular 
account  of  feamen,  who  not  many  years  ago  ftole  cattle  and  ftieep  in  feveral  of  the 
tiles  ;  and  when  they  were  found  on  board  their  veiTels,  the  inhabitants  were  fatisfieil 
to  take  their  value  in  money  or  goods,  without  any  further  refentment :  though  many 
feamen,  whofe  lives  were  preferved  by  the  natives,  have  made  them  very  ungrateful 
returns.  For  the  humanity  and  hofpitable  temper  of  the  iflanders  to  failors,  I  ihall  only 
give  two  inftances  :  Capt.  Jackfon  of  Whitehaven,  about  flxteen  years  ago,  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  ftiip,  being  leaky,  in  the  bay  within  ifland  Glafs,  alias  Scalpa,  in  the  ille  of 
Harries,  with  two  men  to  take  care  of  her  though  loaded  with'goods :  the  flu|>  was  not 
within  three  miles  of  a  houfe,  and  feparated  from  the  dwelling-places  by  mountains; 
yet  when  the  Captain  returned,  about  ten  or  twelve  months  after,  he  found  his  men 
and  the  veflel  Cufe. 

Capt.  Lotch  loil  the  Dromedary  of  London,  of  {\x  hundred  tons  burthen,  with  all  - 
her  rich  cargo  from  the  Indies ;  of  which  he  might  have  faved  a  great  deal,  had  he  em- 
braced the  afliftance  which  the  natives  offered  him  to  unlade  her:  but  the  Captain's  *  . 
Ihynefs,  and  fear  of  being  thought  rude,  hindered  a  gentleman  on  the  place  to  employ 
about  feventy  hands  which  he  had  ready  to  unlade  her,  and  fo  the  cargo  was  loft.  The 
Captain  and  his  men  were  kindly  entertained  there  by  Sir  Normand  Mack-Leod ;  and 
though  amon^^  other  valuable  goods,  they  had  fix  boxes  of  gold  duft,  there  was  not  the 
leaft  thing  taken  from  them  by  the  inhabitants.  There  are  fome  pedlars  from  the 
(hire  of  Murray  and  other  parts,  who  of  late  have  fixed  their  r^fidence  in  the  ille  of 
Ski^,  and  travel  through  the  remoteft  ifles  without  any  moleftation ;  though  fome  of 
thofe  pedlars  fpeak  no  Irifh.  Several  barks  come  yearly  from  Orkney  to  die  Weftem. 
Ifles,  to  fi(h  for  cod  and  ling :  and  many  from  Anftrulher  in  the  fhire  of  Fife,  came 
formerly  to  Barray  and  other  ifles  to  fifli,  before  the  battle  of  Kllfyth  y  where  moft  of 
thembeing  cut  off,  that  trade  was  afterwards  neglected. 

The  magazines  and  fifliing-boats,  left  by  foreigners  in  fh&  ifles  above  mentioned,  w«-& 
reckoned  fecure  enough,  when  oncof  the  natives  only  was  left  in  charge  with  them  till 
the  next  feafon  ;  and  fo  they  might  be  flitl.  So  that  if  a  company  of  ftrangers  fronv 
any  part  fhould  fettle  to  fifli  or  trade  in  thefe  ifles,  there  is  no  place  of  greater  fecurity 
in  any  part  of  Europe ;  for  the  proprietors  are  always  ready  to  afCfl  and  fupport  aU 
ftrangers  within  their  refpective  jurirdiflions.  A  few  Dutch  families  fettled  in  Stomvay, 
m  the  ifle  of  Lewis,  after  King  Charles  the  Second*^  reltnration,  but  fome  cunning  mer- 
chants found  means  by  the  feeretaries  to  prevuil  with  the  King  tb  fend  them  away,. 
though  they  brought  the  iflanders  a  great  deal  of  money  for  the  produ&  of  their  fea 
and  land-fowl,  and  taught  them  fomettiing  of  the  an  of  fifhing.  Had  they  flaid,  the 
Iflanders  muft  certainly  have  made  confiderable  progrefs  in  tr^de  by  this  time ;  for  the 
fmall  idea  of  filhing  they  had  from  the  Dtitch  has  bad  fo  much  effeft,  ta  to  make  the 
j^ople  of  the  little  village  of  Stornvay  to  excel  all  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  ifles  and. 
contineiit  ih  the  hfhing  trade  ever  ftnce  that  time. 

For  the  better  government  of  thofe  i&s,  in  cafe  of  fetting  \ip  a  filhing  trade  there,  it 
Way  perhaps  be  found  neceflary  to  erefl  the  ifles  of  Skie,  Lewis,  Harries,  South  and 
Morth-Vift,  &C.  into  a  flierivalty,  and  to  build  a  royal  borough  in  Skte  as  the  center^ 
becauie  of  the  people's  gre«c  diftance  in  remote  ifles,  horn  the  head  borough  of  th&     ■ 
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fhh-e  of  Invernds.  This  would  feem  much  more  neceffary  Here  than  thofe  of  Boot' 
and  Arran,  that  lie  much  nearer  to  Dunbarton,  though -they  be  neceffary  enough  in 
themfelves. 

It  may  Ukewife  deferve  the  confideration  of  the  government,  whether  they  ftiould 
not  make  the  ille  of  Skie  a  free  port,  becaafe  of  the  great  encouragement  fuch  immu- 
nities give  to  trade ;  which  always  illues  in  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  adds  ftrength 
and  reputation  to  the  government.  Since  thefe  Ifles  are  capable  of  the  improvements 
above-mentioned,  it  is  a  great  lofs  -to  the  nation  they  fliould  be  thus  negleiled.  This 
is  the  general  opinion  of  foreigners  as  well  as  of  our  owa  countrymen,  who  know  them  ; 
but  I  leave  the  further  enquiry  to  fuch  as  fhall  be  difpofed  to  attempt  a  ttzd'e  there,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  government.  Scotland  has  men  and  money  enough  to  fet  up 
a  fifhcry ;  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  nothing  wanting  towards  it,  but  the  encouragement 
of  thofe  in  power,  to  excite  the  inclination  and  induftry  of  the  people. 

If  (he  Dutch  in  their  publick  edi&s  call  their  filhery  a  golden  mine,  and  at  the  fame 
time  affirm  that' it  yields  them  more  profit  than  the  Indies  do  to  Spain  ;  we  have  very 
great  reafon  to  begin  to  work  upoa  thofe  rich  mines,  not  only  in  the  ifles,  but  on  all  our 
coaft  in  general.  We  have  multitudes  of  hands  to  be  employed  at  a  very  eafy  rate  ; 
we  have  a  healthful  climate,  and  our  fi(h,  efpecially  the  herring,  come  to  our  coaft  in 
iVpril  or  May,  and  in  the  bay  in  prodigious  fhoals  in  July  or  Auguft.  I  have  feen  com- 
plaints from  Loch-EITort  in  Skie,  that  all  the  (hips  there  were  loaded,  and  that  the  bar- 
rel of  herring  might  be  had  there  for  four-pence,  but  there  were  no  buyers. 

I  have  known  the  herring-filhing  to  continue  in  fome  bays  from  September  till  the 
«Qd  of  January ;  and  wherever  they  are,  all  other  fifh  follow  them,  and  whales  and  feals 
■in  particular :  for  the  larger  Mi  of  all  kinds  feed  upon  herring. 

ji  brief  Defcrif  lion  of  the  IJles  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  t^c. 

THE  ifles  ofOrkney  lie  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  having  theniain  Caledonian  Ocean^ 
-which  contains  the  Hebrides  on  the  weft,  and  the  German  Ocean  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
fea  towards  the  north  feparates  them  from  the  ifles  of  Shetland.  Pidland  Firth  on  the 
fouth,  which  is  twelve  miles  broad,  reaches  to  Dungifljie-head,  the  moft  northern  point 
<»Fthe  main  land  of  Scotland. 

Authors  differ  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  j  the  Englifli  call  it  Orkney,  from  Erick, 
one  of  the  firft  fiftifti  Princes  that  poffeffed  them :  and  it  is  obferved,  that  Pi£l  or 
Pight  in  the  Teutonick  language  fignifies  a  fighter.  The  Iriflj  call  them  Arkive,  from 
the  firft  planter ;  and  Latin  authors  call  them  Orcades.  They  lie  in  the  northern  tern- 
perate  zone,  and  thirteenth  climate ;  t^e  longitude  is  between  twenty-two  d^rees, 
and  eleven  minutes,  and  latitude  fifty.nine  degrees,  two  minutes :  the  corapafs  varies 
bere  eight  d^rees ;  the  longeft  day  is  about  eighteen  hours.  The  air  is  temperately 
cold,  and  the  night  fo  clear,  that  in  the  middle  of  June  one  may  fee  to  read  all  night 
long ;  and  the  days  in  winter  are  by  confequence  very  Ihort.  Their  winters  here  are 
commonly  more  fubje£t  to  rain  than  foow,  for  the  fea-air  diflblves  the  latter.  The 
winds  are  often  very  boifterous  in-this  country. 

The  fea  ebbs  and  flows  here  as  in  other  parts,  except  in  a  few  founds,  and  about 
fbme  promontories ;  wtuch  alter  the  courfe  of  the  tides,  and  make  them  very  impetu- 
ous. 

.  The  ifles  ofOrkney  are  reckoned  twenty-fix  in  number  j  the  lefier  Itles,  called  Holms, 
are  not  inhabited,  but  fit  for  pafturage  :  moft  of  their  names  end  in  a  or  <y,  that  ia  the 
Teutonick  language  iigiufies  water,  with  which  they  are  all  fuiTounded4 
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The  main  land,  called  by  the  ancients  Pomona,  is  "about  twcnty-four  long,  and  in  the 
middle  of  il,  on  the  fouth  fide,  lies  the  only  town  in  Orkney,  called  Kirkwall,  which  is 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length  ;  the  Danes  called  it  Cracoviaca.  There  has 
been  two  fine  edifices  in  it,  one  of  them  caHed  the  King's  Palace,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  built  by  one  of  the  bifliops  of  Orkney,  becaufe  in  the  wall  there  is  a  bifliop's- 
mitre  and  arms  engraven,  and  the  bilhops  anciently  had  their  refidence  in  ir. 

The  palace  now  called  the  Bifliop's,  was  built  by  Patrick  Stewart,  Earl  of  Orkney, 
Anno  1606. 

There  is  a  ftately  church  in  this  town,  having  a  fleeple  ereded  on  four  large  pillars 
in  the  middle  of  it ;  there  are  fourteen  pillars  on  each  fide  the  church :  it  is  called  by 
the  name  of  St.  Magnus's  Church,  being  founded,  as  the  inhabitants  fay,  by  Magnus 
King  ofNorway;  whom  they  believe  to  be  interred  there.  Thefeat  of  Juflice  for  thefe- 
ifles  is  kept  here ;  the  ftcward,  ftierifF,  and  commiflaiy,  do  each  of  them  keep  their  re- 
fpeitive  courts  in  this  place.  It  hath  a  pijblic  fchool  for  teaching  of  grammar  learnings 
endowed  with  a  competent  falary. 

This  town  was  erefted  into  a  royal  borough  when  the  Danes  poflefled  ir,  and  their 
charter  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  them  by  King  James  the  Third,  j^ne  i486.  They  ■ 
have  from  that  charter  a  power  to  hold  Borough- Courts,  to  imprifon,  to  arrefl:,  !&■ 
make  bye-laws,  to  chufe  their  own  magiftrates  yearly,  to  have  two  weekly  markets  ;. 
and  they  have  alfi>  power  of  lifeand  death,  and  offending  cbmmiflioners  to  Parliament,, 
and  all  other  privileges  granted  to  royal  boroughs.  This  charter  was  dated  at  Edin- 
burgh the  laft  day  ofMarch,  i486,  and  it  was  fince  ratified  by  King  James  the  V.  and 
King  Charles  the  IL  The  town  is  governed  by  a  provoll,  four  bailiSs,  and  a  common- 
council. 

On  the  wefi:  end  of  the  main  is  the  King's  palace  formerly  mentioned,  built  by  Robert- 
Stewart  Earl  of  Orkney,  about  the  year  1 574.  Several  rooms  in  it  have  been  curioufly 
painted  with  fcripture  (lories,  as  the  flood  of  Noah,  Chrift's  riding  to  Jerufalem,  &c. 
and  each  figure  has  the  fcripture  by  it,  that  it  refers  to.  Above  the  arms  within  there 
is  this  lofty  infcription,  Skfuit,  ejit  £if  erit.  This  ifland  is  fruitful  in  corn  and  grafs, 
and  has  feveral  good  harbours  ;  one  of  them  at  Kirkwall,  a  fecond  at  the  bay  of  Ker- 
fton  village,  near  the  weft  end  of  the  ifle,  well  fecured  againft  wind  and  weather ;  the 
third  is  at  Deer-Sound,  and  reckoned  a  very  good  harbour  ;  the  fourth  is  at  Graham- 
ftiall,  towards  the  eafl:  fide  of  the  ille,  but  in  failing  to  and  fkim  the  eafi  fide,  feamen- 
would  do  well  to  fait  betwist  Lambholm  and  the  main  land,  and  not  between  Lamb~ 
holin  and  Burray,  which  is  fhallow. 

On  the  eaft  of  the  main  land  lies  the  fmall  ifle  Cepinflia,  fruitful  in  com  and  grafs  ; 
it  i«  diftinguiftied  by  fea-faring  men  for  its  confpicuoufnefs  at  a  great  diftance.  To  the 
DOrth  end  of  it  lies  the  Holm,  called  the  Horie  of  Copinfha.  Over  againft  Kerfton- 
Bay  lie  the  ifles  of  Hoy  and  Waes,  which  make  but  one  ifle,  about  twelve  miles  in 
length,  and  mountainous.  In  this  tlland  is  the  hill  of  Hoy,  which  is  reckoned  the  high-  ' 
eft  in  Oi  kney. 

The  i^e  m-  Seuth-Ronallhaw  lies  to  the  eaft  of  Waes,  it  is  five  miles  in  lengdi,  and  ' 
fruitful  in  com  ;  Burray  in  the  fouth  end  is  the  ferry  to  Duncanftuy  in  Caithnefs.  A 
little  fuf  ther  to  the  Ibuth  lies  Swinna  ifle,  remarkable  only  for  a  part  of  Pightland-Firth 
lying  to  the  weft  of  it,  called  the  Wells  of  Swinna  :  they  are  two  whirl-pools  in  the  fea, 
which  run  about  with  fuch  violence,  that  any  vefiel  or  boat  coming  within  their  reach, 
go  always  round  until  they  fink.  Thefe  wells  are  dangerous  only  when  there  is  a  dead  ■ 
calm  ;  for  if  a  boat  be  under  fail  with  any  wind,  it  is  eafy  to  go  over  them.  If  any  boat 
be  forced  iiuo  thefe  weils  by  the  violence  of  the  tide,,  the  boat-meq  caft  a  barrel  or  an. 
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oar  into  the  wells ;  and  while  it  is  fwallowing  it  up,  the  fea  continues  calm,  and  gires 
the  boat  an  opportunity  to  pafs  over.    -  .  , 

To  the  north  of  the  main  lies  the  ifle  of'  Shapinfiia,  Bve  miles  In  length,  and  has  an 
harbour  at  Elwick  on  theToulh.  Further  to  the  north  lie  theiflesof  Stronia,  five  miles 
in  length,  and  £da  which  is  four  miles ;  Ronfa  lies  to  the  north-weft,  and  fe  fix  miles 
long.  The  ifle  Sanda  ties  north,  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  is  reckoned  the  mod  fruit- 
ful and  beautiful  of  all  the  Orcades. 

The  ifles  of  Orkney  in  genera!  are  fruitful  in  com  and  cattle,  and  abound  with  (lore 
of  rabbits. 

The  flieep  are  very  fruitful  here,  many  of  them  have  two,  fome  three,  and  others 
four  lambs  at  a  time ;  they  often  die  with  a  difeafe  called  the  Sheep-dead,  which  is  oc- 
cafioned  by  little  animals  about  half  an  inch  long,  that  are  engendered  in  their  liver. 

The  horfes  are  of  a  very  finall  fize,  but  hardy,  and  expofed  to  the  rigour  of  the  Tea* 
fon,  during  the  winter  and  fpring  :  the  grafs  being  then  fcarce,  they  are  fed  with  fea- 
ware, 

The  'fields  every  where  abound  with  variety  of  plants  and  roots,  and  the  latter  are  ge- 
ineraily  very  large ;  the  common  people  drefs  their  leather  with  the  roots  of  Tormeniil, 
nflead  of  bark.  ' 

The  main  land  is  fumlflied  with  abundance  of  good  marie,  which  is  ufed  fuccefsfuUy 
by  the  hufbandman  for  manuring  the  ground. 

The  inhabitants  fay  there  are  mines  of  filver,  tin  and  lead  in  the  main  land,  South- 
Ronalfliaw,  Stronfa,  Sanda,  and  Hoy.  Some  veins  of  marble  are  to  be  feen  at  fiuck- 
-quoy,  and  Swinna.  1  here  are  no  trees  in  thefe  illes,  except  in  gardens,  ^nd  thofe  bear 
no  fruit.  Their  common  fuel  is  peat  and  turf,  of  which  there  is  fuch  plenty,  as  to  fiir- 
nifli  a  falt-pan  with  fuel.  ,  A  fouth-eaft  and  norih  welt  moon  caufe  high  water  here. 

The  Finland  fithermen  have  been  frequently  feen  on  the  coaft  of  this  ifle,  particularly 
in  the  year  i68;.  The  people  on  the  eoall  faw  one  of  them  in  his  little  boat,  and  ea- 
'deavoured  to  take  him,  but  could  not  come  at  him,  he  retired  fo  fpeedily.  They  by 
the  fifli  retire  from  the  coaft,  when  they  fee  thefe  men  come  to  it. 

One  of  the  boats,  fent  from  Orkney  to  Edinburgh,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Phyficians 
Hall,  whh  the  oar  he  makes  ufe  of,  and  the  dart  with  which  he  kills  bis  6(b. 

Thefe  is  no  venomous  creature  in  this  country.  The  inhabitants  fay  there  is  a  bail 
there,  which  has  a  bright  ftone  growing  in  it.  There  is  abundance  of  fliell  fifli  here,  as 
oyfters,  mufcles,  crabs,  cockles,  &c.  of  this  latter  they  make  much  fine  lime.  The 
rocks  on  the  (hore  afford  plenty  of  fea  ware,  as  a!ga-marina,  &c. 

The  fea  abounds  with  variety  of  fifh,  but  efpecially  herring,  which  are  much  se- 
gleded  fmce  the  battle  of  Kllfyth,  at  which  time,  the  fifhermen  from  Fife  were  almoft 
all  killed  there.. 

There  are  many  fmall  .whales  round  the  coail  of  this  ifle ;  and  the  amphibia  here  are 
«Uers  and  feals. 

The  chief  produA  of  Orkney  that  is  yearly  exported  from  thence,  is  com,  fiffi,  hides, 
fallow,  butter,  fldns  of  feals,  otter-fldns,  lamb  fkms,  rabbitUkins,  fluffs,  white  lalt,  wocJ, 
|ieos,  down,  feathers,  hams,  &c. 

Some  fpermiceti,  and  ambergreafe,  as  alfo  the  ot  capier  are  found  on  the  ihore  of 
feveral  of  thofe  iQes. 

This  country  affords  plenty  of  fea  and  land  fowl,  as  geefe,  ducks,  ScHan  geefe,  fwans, 

lyres,  and  eagles,  which  are  fo  Itrong  as  to  carry  away  children.     There  is  alfo  the 

clefik-goofe ;  the  fhelts  in  which  this  fowl  is  faid  to  be  produced,  are  found  in  fever^ 

ifles  ftickiog  to  trees  by  the  t)ill  \  of  this  kind  I  have  feea  many  :  the  fowl  was  covered 
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.by  a  fliell,  and  the  head  (luck  to  the  tree  by  the  bill,  but  [  never  faw  any  of  them  with 
life  ill  them  upon  the  tree  ;  but  the  natives  told  me^  that  they  had  obfcrved  them  to 
move  with  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

The  Pitts  arc  believed  to  have  been  the  firft  inhabi'ants  of  thefe  ifles,  and  there  are 
houfes  of  a  round  form  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country,  called  by  the  name  of  Pids' 
houfes;  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  Firth  is  called  Pighthnd  or  Pentland  Firth.  Our 
hidonans  call  thefe  ifles  the  ancient  kinffdom  of  ihe  Pitts.  Buchanan  givesan  account 
of  one  Belus  King  of  Orkney,  who  being  defeated  by  King  Ewen  the  fecond  of  Scot- 
land, became  defperate,  and  killed  himfelf.  The  effigies  of  this  Belus  is  engraven  on  a 
ftone  ill  the  church  of  Birfa  on  the  main  land.  Boethius  makes  mention  of  another  of 
thfcir  kings,  called,  Bannus,  and  by  others  Gethus,  who  being  vanquiflied  by  Claudius 
Csefar,  was  by  him  afterwards,  toj;ether  with  his  wife  and  family,  carried  captive  to 
Rome,  and  there  led  in  triumph,  Anno  Chrl/ii  4V 

The  Pids  poflelTed  Orkney  until  the  reign  of  Kenneth  the  fecond  of  Scotland,  who 
fubdued  the  country,  and  annexed  it  to  his  crown.  From  that  time  Orkney  was  peace- 
ably pofleffed  by  the  Scots,  until  about  the  year  1099,  that  Donald  Bane  intending  to 
fecure  the  kingdom  to  himfelf,  promifed  both  thefe  and  the  Weftern  Ifles  to  Magnus 
King  of  Norway,  upon  condition,  that  he  (hould  fupport  him  with  a  competent  force: 
which  he  perfomied  ;  and  by  this  means  became  mailer  of  thefe  ifles,  until  the  reign  of 
Alexander  the  third,  who  by  hi^  valour  expelled  the  Danes.  The  Kings  of  Denmark 
did  afterwards  refign  their  title  for  a  fum  of  money,  and  this  refignation  was  ratified 
under  the  great  feal  of  Denmark,  at  the  marriage  of  King  James  the  fixth  of  Scotland, 
with  Anne  Princcfs  of  Denmark. 

Orkney  has  been  from  time  to  time  a  title  of  honour  to  feveral  perfons  of  great  qua- 
lity :  Henry  and  William  Sinclairs  were  called  Princes  of  Orkney ;  and  Rothuel  Hep- 
bum  was  made  Duke  of  Orkney :  Lord  George  Hamilton  (brother  to  the  prefent  Duke 
of  Hamilton)  was  by  the  late  King  William  created  Earl  of  Orkney.  The  Earl  of 
Morton  had  a  mortgage  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  from  King  Charles  the  firft,  which 
was  fmce  reduced  by  a  decree  of  the  Lords  of  Sellion,  obtained  at  the  inflance  of  the 
King's  advocate  againft  the  earl ;  and  this  decree  was  afterward  ratified  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, and  the  Earldom  of  Orkney,  and  Lordfhip  of  Zetland,  have  fince  -that  time 
been  erefted  into  a  ftewariry.  The  reafon,  on  which  the  decree  was  founded,  is  faid  fo 
have  been  that  the  Earl's  deputy  feized  upon  fome  chefts  of  gold  found  in  the  rich  Am- 
flerdam  (hip,  called  the  Carlmelan,  that  was  loft  in  Zetland  1664. 

There  are  feveral  gentlemen  of  eftates  in  Orkney  but  the  Queen  is  the  principal  pro- 
prietor J  and  one  half  of  the  whole  belongs  to  the  crown,  befides  the  late  accelfion  of 
the  biftiop's  rents,  which  is  about  9000  merks  Scots  per  Jjirium.  There  is  a  yearly 
roup  of  Orkney  rents,  and  he  that  offers  higheft  is  preferred  to  be  the  King's  ftewarJ 
for  the  time ;  and  as  fuch,  he  is  principal  judge  of  the  country.  But  this  precarious 
leafe  is  a  public  lofs  to  tha  inhabitants,  efpfcialiy  the  poorer  fort,  who  complain  thht 
they  would  be  allowed  to  pay  money  for  their  corn  and  meal  in  time  of  fcarcityj  but 
that  the  (tewards  carried  it  off  to  other  parts,  and  neglefted  the  intereft  of  the  countfy. 
The  intereft  of  the  crown  fuffers  Ukewife  by  this  means,  for  much  of  the  crown  lands 
lie  wafte :  whereas  ifthere  were  a  conftant  fteward,  it  might  be  much  better  managed, 
both  for  the  crown  and  the  inhabitants. 

There  is  a  tenure  of  land  in  Orkney,  differing  from  any  other  in.  the  kingdom,  and 
this  they  call  Udal  Right,  from  Ulaus  King  of  Norway,  who  after  taking  poffeffion  of 
thofe  ifjands,  gave  a  right  to  the  inhabitants,  on  condition  of  paying  the  third  to 
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himfelf;  and  this  righr  the  inhabitants  had  fucceffively,  without  any  charter.    All  tha 
lands  of  Orkney  are  Udal  lands.  King's  lands,  or  feued  lands. 

They  differ  in  their  meafures  from  other  parts  of  Scotland,  for  they  do  not  ufe 
the  peck  or  firlet,  but  weigh  their  corns  in  Pifmores,  or  Pundlers;  the  ieaft  quantity 
they  call  a  Merk,  which  is  eighteen  ounces,  and  twenty-four  make  a  Leifpound,  or 
Setten,  which  is  the  fame  with  the  Danes  that  a  ftone  ueight  is  with  us. 

The  ancient  State  r^the  Church  of  Orkney. 

"  THE  churches  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  ifles  were  formerly  under  the  government  of 
a  biftiop  ;  the  cathedral  church  was  St.  Magnus  in  Kirkwall.  There  are  tKirt)'-one 
churches,  and  about  on?  hundred  chapels  in  the  couniry,  and  the  whole  mdte  up  about 
eighteen  pariflies. 

This  diocefe  had  feveral  great  dignities  and  privileges  for  a  long  time,  but  by  the  fuc- 
ceffion  and  change  of  many  matters  they  were  ieffened.  Dr.  Robert  KeJd,  thdr  bifliop, 
Riadf>  an  ere£lion  of  feven  dignities,  viz.  i .  A  provoll,  to  whom,  under  the  bifhop,  the 
government  of  the  canons,  &c.  did  belong;  he  had  allotted  to  him  the  prebendary  of 
Holy  Trinity,  and  the  vicarage  of  South  Ronalfiiaw.  2.  An  arch-deacon.  3.  A  pre- 
centor, who  had  the  prebendary  of  Ophir,  and  vicarage  of  Stenuis.  4.  A  chancellor, 
who  was  to  be  learned  in  both  laws  j  to  him  was  given  the  prebendary  of  St.  Mary  in 
Sanda,  and  the  vicarage  of  Sanda,  5,  A  treafurer,  who  was  to  keep  the  treafure  of 
the  church,  and  facred  veftments,  &c.  he  wasrector  of  St.  Nicliolasin  Stronfa.  6.  A 
iub-dean,  who  was  parfon  of  Hoy,  &c.  7.  A  fub-chanter,  who  was  bound  to  play  on 
the  organs  each  Lord's  Day,  and  feltivals ;  he  was  prebendary  of  St.  Colme.  He 
ereQed  feven  other  canonries  and  prebends  j  to  which  dignities  he  ailigned,  befides 
their  churches,  the  rents  of  the  parfonages  of  St.  Colme  in  Waes,  and  Holy-Crofs  in 
Weftra,  as  alfo  the  vicarages  of  the  pariui  churches  of  Sand,  Wick,  and  Slromnefs. 
He  erefled,  befides  thefe,  thirteen  chaplains ;  every  one  of  which  was  to  have  twenty- 
four  meils  of  com,  and  fen  merks  of  money  for  their  yearly  falary  -,  befides  their  daily 
diftributions,  which  were  to  be  raifed  from  the  rents  of  the  vicarage  of  the  cathedral 
church,  and  from  the  foundation  of  Thomas  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  and  the  twelve  pounds 
reified  by  King  James  the  Third,  and  James  the  Fourth  of  Scotland,  To  thefe  he  add- 
«i  a  Sacrift,  and  fix  boys  to  bear  tapers.  Ihe  charter  of  the  ereftion  is  dated  at  Kirk- 
wall, Oftober  28,  Anm  1 554. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  church  under  popery.  Some  time  after  the  reformation, 
BiAiop  Law  being  made  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  and  the  earldom  united  to  the  crown  (by 
the  forfeiture  and  death  of  Patrick  Stewart  Earl  of  Orkney,)  he  with  the  confent  of  his 
chapter  made  a  contrad  with  King  James  the  Sixth,  in  wMch  they  refign  all  thdr  ec- 
clefiaftical  lands  to  the  crown  ;  and  the  king  gives  back  to  the  bifhop  feveral  lands  in 
Orkney,  as  Horn,  Orphir,  &c.  and  His  Majeuy  gave  alfo  the  Commiffariot  of  Orkney  to 
the  bilhop  and  his  fucceffors ;  and  then  a  competent  number  of  perfons  for  a  chapter 
were  agreed  on.    This  contrad  was  made  Anno  1614. 

The  aneiettt  Monttments  and  Curioftties  in  thefe  Iflandi  are  atfolhw  : 

IN  the  ifle  of  Hoy,  there  is  the  DwarBe-ftone  between  two  hills^  it  is  about  thirty- 
four  feet  long,  and  about  fixteen  feet  broad  f  it  is  made  hollow  by  human  induilry  :  II 
has  a  imall  fquare  entry  looking  to  the  eaft,  about  two  feet  high,  and  has  a  ftone  pro- 
portionable 
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portioiiablc  at  two  feet  diflancc  befw-e  ihe  entry.  At  one  of  llie  fends  wiihin  this  (lone 
there  is  cut  out  a  bed  and  plilow,  capable  of  two  perfons  to  lie  in-;  at  tlie  oiherop- 
pofite  end  there  is  a  void  fpace  cut  out  rcfcmbling  u  bed  ;  and  above  both  ihefe  there  is 
a  large  hoU',  which  Is  fuppofcd  vas  a  vent  for  finoke.  The  common  tradition  is,  that  a 
giant  and  his  wife  made  this  their  place  of  retreat, 

Abouta  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  main  land  at  Skcalhoufe,  there  is  in  the  top  of  high 
rocks  many  (tones  difpofed  like  a  llreet,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  between 
twenty  and  thirty  feet  broad.  They  differ  in  figure  and  magnitude,  are  of  a  red  colour  ; 
fome  refemble  a  heart,  fome  a  crown,  leg,  (hoe,  laft,  weaver's  fliuttle,  &c. 

On  the  weft  and  eaft  fide  of  Loch-Stenuis,  on  the  main  land,  there  are  two  circles  of 

„  large  ftone  ercdted  in  a  ditch  ;  the  larger,  which  is  round  on  the  north-weft  fide,  is  a 

hundred  paces  diameter,  and  fome  of  the  (tones  are  twenty  feet  high,  and  above  four  in 

breadth ;  they  are  not  all  of  a  height,  nor  placed  at  an  equal  diftance,  and  many  of 

them  are  fallen  down  on  the  ground. 

About  a  little  diftance  further,  there  is  a  femi-circle  of  larger  ftones  than  thofe  mcn- 
tionedalwve.  There  are  two  green  mounts,  at.  the  eaft  and  weft  fide  of  the  circle, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  be  arti(icial ;  and  fibule  of  filver  were  found  in  them  fome  time 
ago,  which  on  one  fide  refembled  a  horfe's-fhoe,  more  than  any  thing  elfe. 

The  hills  and  circles  are  believed  to  have  been  places  defigned  to  offer  facrifice  in 
time  of  Pagan  idolatry  ;  and  for  this  reafon  the  people  called  them  the  ancient  temples 
of  the  Gods,  as  we  may  find  by  Boethius  in  the  life  of  Manius.  Several  of  the  inhabi- 
tants have  a  tradition,  that  the  fun  was  worlhipped  in  the  larger,  and  the  moon  in  the 
leffer  circle. 

In  the  chapel  of  Clet,  in  the  ifle  of  Sanda,  there  is  a  grave  of  nineteen  feet  in  length  > 
fomewhohad  the  curiofity  to  open  it,  found  only  apiece  ofa  man's  backbone  in  it,  big- 
ger than  that  of  a  horfe.  The  minifier  of  the  place  had  the  curiofity  to  keep  the  bone 
by  him  for  fome  time.  The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition  ofa  giant  there,  whofe  flature 
was  fuch,  that  he  could  reach  his  hand  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  chapel.  There  have 
been  large  bones  found  lately  in  Weftrfi,  and  one  of  the  natives  who  died  not  long  ago, 
was  for  his  ftature  diftinguilhed  by  the  title  of  the  Micle,  or  great  Man  of  Waes. 

There  are  ere£led  ftones  in  divers  parts,  both  of  the  main,  and  leflTer  ifles,  which  are 
believed  to  have  been  erected  as  monuments  of  fuch  as  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  battle. 

Ther^  have'  been  feveral  ftrange  inftanCes  of  the  effefls  of  thunder  here  j  as  that  of  ■ 
burning  Kirkwall  fteeple  by  lightning  in  the  year  1670.  At  Stromnefs  a  gentleman 
had  twelve  kine,  fix  of  which  in  a  (tall  were  fuddenly  killed  by  thunder,  and  the  other 
fix  left  alive  ;  and  it  was  remarkable  that  the  thunder  did  not  lull  them  all  as  they  fiood, 
but  killed  one,  and  mKTed  another.  This  happened  in  1 680,  and  is  attefted  by  the 
minifter,  and  others  of  the  parifii. 

There  is  a  ruinous  chapel  in  PapaWeftra,  called  St.  Tredwels,  at  the  door  of  whicTi 
there  is  a  heap  of  ftones  ;  which  was  the  fuperftilion  of  the  common  people  who  havft' 
fuch  a  veneration  for  this  chapel  above  any  other,  that  they  never  fail,  at  their  cominS 
to  it,  to  throw  a  ftone  as  an  offering  before  the  door :  and  this  they  reckon  an  indifpen* 
fible  duty  enjoined  by  their  anceftors. 

Lady-Kirk  in  South-Ronalfliaw,  though  ruinous,  and  without  a  roof,  is  fo  much  reve- 
renced by  the  natives,  that  they  chufe  rather  to  repair  this  old  one,  than  to  build 
a  new  church  in  a  more  convenient  place,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate  :  fuch  is  the_  power  of 
education,  that  thefe  men  cannot  be  cured  of  tbefe  fuperfluous  fancies,  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  their^gnorant  anceftors. 
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Within  the  ancient  fabric  of  Lady-Church  there  is  a  ftone  of  four  feet  in  length,  and 
two  in  breadih,  tapering  at  both  ends  :  this  (lone  has  engraven  on  it  the  print  of  two 
feet,  concerning  which  the  inhabitants  have  the  following  tradition  :  that  St.  Magnus 
wanting  a  boat  to  carry  him  over  Pightland- Firth  to  the  oppofite  main  land  of  Caithnefs, 
made  ufe  ofthisHoneinfteadof  a  boat,  and  afterwards  carried  it  to  this  church,  where  it 
continues  ever  fince.  But  oihers  have  this  more  reafonable  opinion,  that  it  has  been 
ufed  in  time  of  Popery  for  delinquents,  who  were  obliged  to  ftand  barefoot  upon  it  by 
way  of  penance.  Several  of  the  vulgar  inhabiting  the  ieffer  ides  obferve  the  anniver- 
fary  of  their  refpeftive  faints'.  There  is  one  day  in  harveft  on  which  the  vulgar  abftain 
from  work,  becaufe  of  an  ancient  and  fooUfh  tradition,  that  if  they  do  their  work,  the 
ridges  will  bleed. 

They  have  a  charm  for  (lopping  exceflive  bleeding,  either  in  man  or  beaft,  whether 
the  caufe  be  internal  or  external )  which  is  performed  by  fending  the  name  of  the  pa- 
tient to  the  charmer,  who  adds  fome  more  words  to  it,  and,  after  repealing  thofe  words, 
the  cure  is  performed,  though  the  charmer  be  feveral  miles  diftant  from  the  patient. 
They  have  likewife  other  charms  which  they  ufe  frequently  at  a  diftance,  and  that  alfo 
•with  fuccefs. 

The  inhabitants  are  well  proportioned,  and  feem  to  be  more  fanguine  than  they  are ; 
the  poorer  fort  live  much  upon  Bfh  of  various  kinds,  and  fometimes  without  any  bread. 
The  inhabitants  in  general  are  fubjeft  to  the  fcurvy,  imputed  to  the  filh  and  fait  meat, 
which  is  their  daily  food ;  yet  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  arrive  at  a  great  age  :  a  woman 
in  Evie  brought  forth  a  child  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  her  age. 

One  living  in  Kerfton  lately  was  one  hundred  and  twelve  years  old,  and  wont  tofea 
at  one  hundred  and  ten.  A  gentleman  at  Stronfa,  about  four  years  ago,  had  a  fon  at 
a  hundred  and  ten  years  old.  One  William  Muir  in  Weftra  lived  a  hundred  and  forty 
years,  and  died  about  eighteen  years  ago.  The  inhabitants  fpeak  the  Englifti  tongue  : 
feveral  of  the  vulgar  fpeak  theDanifh  or  Norfe  language  ;  and  many  among  them  retain 
the  ancient  DaniOi  names. 

Thofe  of  Deflruflion  are  hofpitable  and  obliging,  the  vulgar  are  generally  civil  and 
afiable.  Both  of  them  wear  the  habit  in  fafhion  in  the  Lowlands,  and  fome  wear  a 
feal-fldn  for  Ihoes ;  which  they  do  not  few,  but  only  tie  them  about  their  feet  with 
firings,  and  fometimes  thongs  of  leather  :  they  are  generally  able  and  flout  feamcn. 

The  comriion  people  are  very  laborious,  and  undergo  great  fatigues,  and  no  fmall 
hazard  in  filhing.  The  ifles  of  Orkney  were  formerly  liable  lo  frequent  incurfions  by 
the  Norwegians,  and  thofe  inhabiting  the  Weflern  Ifles  of  Scotland.  To  prevent  which, 
each  village  was  obliged  to  furnifli  a  large  boat  well  manned  to  oppofe  the  enemy,  and 
upon  their  landing  all  the  inhabitants  were  to  appear  armed  j  and  beacons  were  fet 
on  the  top  of -the  higheft  hills  and  rocks,  to  give  a  general  warning  on  the  fight  of  an 
approaching  enemy. 

About  the  year  1 634,  Dr.  Graham  being  then  bi(hop  of  Orkney,  a  young  boy  called 
William  Garioch,  had  fome  acres  of  land,  and  fome  cattle,  &c.  left  him  by  his  father 
deceafcd  :  he  being  young  was  kept  by  his  uncle,  who  had  a  great  defire  to  obtain  the 
landst  &c.  belonging  to  his  nephew  ;  who,  being  kept  Hiort,  llole  a  fetten  of  barley, 
which  is  about  twenty-eight  pound  weight,  from  his  uncle ;  for  which  he  purfued  the 
youth,  who  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  before  the  Iheriff.  The  theft  being  proved, 
the  yoong  man  received  fentence  of  death  ;  but  going  up  the  ladder  to  be  hanged,  he 
prayed  eameilly  that  God  would  inSifl  fome  vifible  judgment  on  his  uncle,  who  out  of 
covetoufncfs  had  procured  his  death.  The  uncle  happened  after  this  to  be  walking  in 
the  churchyard  of  Kirkwall,  and  as  he  flood  upon  tRe  young  man's  grave,  the  bifhop's 
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dog  run  at  him  all  of  a  fudden,  and  tore  out  his  throat ;  and  fo  he  became  a  rnonu* 
ment  of  God's  wrath  againd  fuch  covetous  wretches.  This  account  was  given  to  Mr. 
Wallace  minifter  there,  by  feveral  that  were  witneffes  of  the  faft. 

Schettand. 

SCHETLAND  lies  north-eaft  from  Orkney,  between  the  6oth  and  6ift  degree  of 
•  latitude ;  the  diftance  between  the  head  of  Sanda,  which  is  the  moft  northerly  part  of 
Orkney,  and  Swinburg-head,  the  moft  foutherly  point  of  Schetland,  is  commonly 
reckoned  to  be  twenty  or  twenty-one  leagues :  the  tides  running  betwixt  are  al- 
ways impetuous,  and  (welling  as  well  in  a  calm  as  when  a  frtfli  gale  blows  ;  and  the 
greateft  danger  is  near  the  Fair  Ifle,  which  lies  nearer  to  Schetland  than  Orkney  by 
four  leagues. 

TheTargefl  ifle  of  Schetland^  by  the  natives  called  the  main-land,  is  fixty  miles  in 
length  from  fouth-weft  to  the  north-eaft,  and  from  fixteen  to  one  mile  in  breadth. 
Some  call  thefe  ides  Hethland,  others  Hoghland,  which  in  the  Norfe  tongue  fignihes 
high-land  i  Schetland  in  the  fame  language  lignites  fea-land. 

This  ifle  is  for  the  moft  part  moHy,  and  more  cultivated  on  the  fliore  than  in  any 
other  part  J  it  is  mountainous  and  covered  with  heath,  which  renders  it  fitter  for  paf- 
lurage  than  tillage.  The  inhabitants  depend  upon  the  Orkney  ifles  for  their  com.  The 
ground  is  generally  fo  boggy,  that  it  makes  riding  impraflicable,  and  travelling  on  foot 
not  very  pleafant ;  there  being  feveral  parts  into  which  people  fink,  to  the  endanger-- 
iiig  their  lives,  of  which  there  have  been  feveral  late  inftances.  About  the  fummer 
folltice,  they  have  fo  much  light  all  night,  that  they  can  fee  to  read  by  it.  The  fun  fets 
between  ten  and  eleven,  and  rifes  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning,  but  then  the 
day  is  fo  much  the  ftiorter,  and  the  night  longer  in  the  winter.  This,  together  with 
the  violence  of  the  tides  and  temptftous  feas,  deprives  the  inhabitants  of  all  foreign  cor- 
refpondence  from  Oftober  till  April,  and  often  till  May;  during  which  fpace,  they  are 
altOf;ether  ftrangers  to  the  reft  of  mankind,  of  whom  they  hear  not  the  leaft  news.  A 
remarkable  inftance  of  this  happened  after  the  late  Revolution  :  they  had  no  account 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  late  landing  In  England,  coronation,  &c.  until  a  fifiierman 
happened  to  land  in  thefe  iHes  in  the  May  following:  and  he  was  not  believed,  but  in- 
dited for  high-treafon  for  fpreading  fuch  news. 

The  air  of  this  ifle  is  cold  and  piercing,  notwithftanding  which,  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants arrive  at  a  great  age  ;  of  which  there  are  feveral  remarkable  inftances.  Bu- 
chanan in  hisHift.  lib.  i-  gives  an  account  of  one  Laurence,  who  lived  in  his  time,fome 
of  whofe  offspring  do  ftill  live  in  the  parifti  of  Waes ;  this  man,  after  he  arrived  at  one 
hundred  years  of  age,  married  a  wife,  went  out  a  fifiiing  when  he  was  one  hundred 
■  and  fony  years  old,  and,  upon  his  return,  died  rather  of  old  age,  than  of  any  diftemper. 

The  inhabitants  give  an  account  of  Tairville,  who  arrived  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  fighty,  and  never  drank  any  malt  drink,  diftiilcd  waters  nor  wine.  They  (ay 
that  his  fon  lived  longer  than  him,  and  thai  his  grandchildren  lived  to  a  good  age,  and 
feldom  or  never  drank  any  ftronger  liquors  than  milk,  water,  or  bland. 

The  difeafe  that  afflifts  the  inhabitants  here  moft  is  the  fcurvy,  which  they  fuppofeis 
occaiioned  by  their  eating  too  much  falt-fi(h.  There  is  a  diftemper  here  called  baftard 
fcurvy,  which  difcovers  nf^lf  by  the  falling  of  the  hair  from  the  peoples*  eye-brows, 
and  the  falling  of  their  nofes,  &c.  and  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  appear,  the  perfons  are 
removed  to  the  fields,  where  little  houfes  are  built  for  them  on  purpofe  to  prevent  in- 
fetUon.    The  principal  cau%  of  this  diftemper  is  believed  to  be  want  of  bread,  and 
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-feeding  on  fifli  alone,  particularly  the  liver :  many  poor  families'  are  fonietimes  without 
bread,  for  three,  four,  or  five  months  togethers.  They  fay  likewife  chat  their  drinkine 
of  bland,  which  is  their  univerfal  liquor,  and  preferved  for  the  winter  as  part  of  their 
provifions,  is  another  caufe  of  this  diilemper.  This  drink  is  made  of  buttermilk  mixed 
with  water ;  there  be  many  of  them  who  never  tafte  ale  or  beer^  for  their  fcarcity 
of  bread  is  fuch,  that  they  can  fpare  no  corn  for  drink  :  I'o  that  they  have  no  other 
than  bland,  but  what  they  get  from  foreign  vellels  that  refort  thither  every  fummer 
■to  fifti. 

The  illes  in  general  afford  a  great  quantity  of  fcurvy-grgfs,  which,  ufed  difcreetly,  is 
found  to  be  a  good  remedy  againft  this  difeafe.  The  jaundice  is  commonly  cured  by 
drinking  the  powder  of  (hell-fnails  among  their  drink,  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four 
days.  They  firft  dry,  then  pulveriae  the  fnails  j  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  though  this 
dull  fliould  be  kept  all  the  year  round,  and  grow  into  vermlne,  it'may  be  dried  again, 
and  pulverized  for  that  ufe. 

The  ifles  afi'ord  abundance  of  fea-fowl,  which  ferve  the  inhabitmts  for  part  of 
their  food  during  fummer  and  harvell,  and  the  down  and  feathers  bring  them  great 
gain. 

The  feveral  tribes  of  fowl  here  build  and  hatch  apart,  and  every  tribe  keeps  clofe 
together,  as  if  it  were  by  confent.  Some  of  the  lefler  ifles  are  fo  crouded  with  variety 
of  fcs'^bwl,  that  they  darken  the  air  when  they  fly  in.great  numbers.  After  their  coming, 
■which  is  commonly  in  February,  they  fit  very  cbre  together  for  fome  time,  till  they  re- 
cover the  fatigue  of  their  long  flight  from  their  remote  quarters;  and  after  they  have 
■hatched  their  young,  and  find  they  are  able  to  fly,  they  go  away  together  to  fome  other 
unknown  place. 

The  people  inhabiting  the  lefler  ifles  have  abundance  of  eggs  and  fowl,  which  con- 
tribute to  maintain  their  families  during  the  fummer. 

The  common  people  are  generally  very  dextrous  in  climbing  the  Focks  in  queft  of 
■thofe  eggs  and  fowl  j  but  this  excrcife  is  attended  with  very  great  danger,  and  fonie- 
times  proves  fatal  to  thofe  that  venture  too  far. 

The  nioft  remarkable  experiment  of  this  fort,  is  at  the  ifle  called  the  Nofs  of  Braffah» 
and  is  as  follows :  the  Nofs  being  about  fixteen  fathom  diftant  from  the  fide  of  the 
oppofite  main  ;  the  higher  and  tower  rocks  have  two  (takes  fallened  in  each  of  them, 
and  to  thefe  there  are  ropes  tied :  upon  the  ropes  there  is  an  engine  hung,  which 
they  call  a  cr?dle  ;  and  in  this  a  man  makes  his  way  over  from  the  greater  to  the  lefler  , 
rocks,  where  he  makes  a  confiderable  purchafe  of  eggs  and  fowl ;  but  his  return  being 
by  an  afcent,  makes  it  more  dangerous,  though  thofe  on  the  great  rock  have  a  rope 
tied  to  the  cradle,  by  which  they  draw  it  and  the  man  fafe  over  for  the  molt  part. 

There  are  fome  rocks  here  computed  to  be  about  three  hundred  fathom  high;  and 
the  ■way  of  climbing  them  is,  to  tie  a  rope  about  a  man's  middle,  and  let  him  down 
with  a  bafliet,  in  which  he  brings  up  his  eggs  and  fowl.  The  ifle  of  Foula  is  the  moft 
dangerous  and  fatal  to  the  climbers,  for  many  of  them  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

The  crows  are  very  numerous  in  Schetland,  and  differ  in  lh«r  colour  from  thofe  on 
the  main  land  ;  for  the  head,  wings,  and  tail  of  thofe  in  Schetland  are  only  black,  and 
their  back,  breaft,  and  tail  of  a  grey  colour.  When  black  crows  are  feen  there  at  any 
time,  the  inhabitants  fay  it  is  a  prefage  of  approaching  famine. 

There  are  fine  hawks  in  thefe  ifles,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Fair  Ille  are  reputed 
among  the  befl:  that  are  to  be  had  any  where  ;  they  are  obferved  to  go  far  for  their  prey, 
and  particularly  for  moor-fowl  as  far  as  the  illes  of  Orkney,  whidl  are  about  fixteen 
leagues  firom  them. 

5  There 
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There  are  likewife  many  eagles  id  and  about  thefe  ifles,  which  are  very  deftruflive 
to  the  fheep  and  lambs. 

This  country  produces  little  horfes,  commonly  called  Shelties,  and  they  are  very 
fprightly,  though  the  leaft  of  their  kind  to  be  feen  any  where  ;  they  are  lower  in  fla- 
lure  than  thofe  of  Orkney,  and  it  is  common  for  a  man  of  ordinary  ftrength  to  lift>  a 
Shehie  from  the  ground;  yet  this  tittle  creature  is  able  to  carry  double.  The  black 
are  efteemed  to  be  the  molt  hardy,  but  the  pyed  ones  feldom  prove  fo  good :  ,they  Uve 
many  times  till  thirty  years  of  age,  and  are  fit  for  fervice  all  the  while.  TheTe  horft?s 
are  never  brought  into  a  huufe,  but  exf>ofed  to  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  all  the  year 
round  }  and  when  they  have  no  grafs^^feed  upon  fea*ware,  which  is  only  to  be  had  at 
the  tide  of  ebb. 

The  ifles  of  Schetland  produce  many  (heep,  which  have  two  and  three  lambs  at  a 
time ;  they  would  be  much  more  numerous,  did  not  eagles  deftroy  them  :  they  are  like~ 
wife  reduced  to  feed  on  fea-ware  during  the  froft  and  fnow. 

The  leffer  JJlcs  of  Schetland  are  as  fellow : 

The  ifle  Trondra,  which  lies  oppofite  to  Scalloway  town  on  the  weft ; .  three  miles 
long,  and  two  broad. 

Further  to  the  north-eafl  lies  the  ifle  of  Whalfey,  about  three  miles  in  length  and  as    ' 
many  in  breadth  ;  (he  rats  are  very  numerous  here,  and  do  abundance  of  mifchief-by 
deftroying.the  corn. 

At  fome  further  diftance  lie  the  fraall  ifles  called  Skerries  j  there  is  a  church  in  one 
of  them.  Thefe  ifles  and  rocks  prove  often  fatal'  to  feamen,  but  advantageous  to  the 
inhabitants,  by  the  wrecks  and  goods  that  the  winds'  and  tides  drive  afhore ; .  which 
often  fupply  them  with  fuel,  of  which  they  are  altogether  deftitute.  It  was  here,  that 
the  Carmelan  of  Arafterdam  was  call  away,  as  bound  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  ann.  1664. 
Among  the  rich  cargo  flie  had  feveral  cheflsof  coined^gold,  the  whole  was  valued  at 
3,000,000  guilders  ;  of  all  the  crew  four  only  were  faved.  The  inhabitants  of  the  final! 
ifles,  among  other  advantages  they  had  by  this  wreck,  had  the  plealure  of  drinking 
liberally  of  the  llrong  drink  which  was  driven  afliore  in  large  cafiss,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks.  ■  ■  - 

Between  Brafla-Sound  and  the  oppofite  main,  Kes  the  Unicom,  a  dangerous  rock, . 
▼ifible  only  at  low  water ;  it  is  fo  called  ever  fmce  a  veflel  of  that  name  perifhed  upon  ■ 
k,  commanded  by  William  Kirkaldy  of  Gronge,  who  was  in  eager  purfuit  of  the  Earl  i 
of  Botbwell,  and  very  near  him  when  his  fliip  flruck. 

On  the  eafl  lies  (he  iile  called  Fifiiolm  ;  to  the  north-eafl  lies  Little  Rue,  and  on  th&  - 
weft  Mickle  Roe }  the  latter  is  eight  miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  and  has  a 
good  harbour. 
.  Near  to  Efting  lies  (he  ifles  of  Vemantry,  which  have  feveral  harbours  % .  Omey, 
Little  Papa,  Helifiia,  &c. 

To  the  nonh-weft  of  the  Nefs  lies  St.  Ninian's  Ifle ;  it  has  a  chapel  and  an  altar  in 
it,  upon  which  fbme  of  the  inhabitants  retain  the  ancient  fuperftitious  ciiftom  of  burn- 
ing candle. 

.  Papa-Stour  is  two  miles  in  length ;  it  excels  any  ifle  of  its  extent  for  all  the  con* 
veniecee  of  human  IHe :  it  has  four  good  harbours,  one  of  which  looks  to  the  fouth, 
another  to  the.  weft,  and  two  to  the  north. 

The  Lyra-Skenies,  fo  called  from  the  fowl  of  that  name  that  abound  in  them,  lie 
sear  this  ifle. 

About 
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.  Abo,ut,  fix  leagues  weft  of  the  main  lies  the  ifle  Foula,  about  three  miles  in  length  ;  it 
has  a  rock-  remarkable  for  its  height,  which  is  feen.fiom  Orkney  when  the  weather  is 
fair  ;  it  hath  a  harbour  on  one  fide. 

'1  he  ifle  of  Braffa  lies  to  the  caft  of  Tingwall  j  it  is  five  miles  in  length,  and  two  ia 
breadth :  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  are  arable  ground,  and  there  are  two  churches  in  it. 

Further  to  the  call  lies  the  fmall  ifle  called  the  Nofs  of  Brafla. 

The  ifle  of  Burray  is  three  miles  long,  has  good  pafturage,  and  abundance  of  fifli  on 
its  coaft  ;  it  has'a  large  church  and  fteeple  in  it.  The  inhabitants  fay  that  mice  do  not 
live  in  this  ifle  when  brought  to  it ;  and  that  the  earth  of  it  being  brought  to  any  other 
part  where  the  mice  are,  they  will  quickly  abandon  it. 

Haveroy  ifle,  which  is  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  lies  to  the  foulh-eaft  of  Burray. 

The  ifle  of  Yell  is  fixteen  miles  long,  and  from  eight  to  one  m  breadth  ;  it  lies  north- 
eaft  from  the  main  :  there  are  three  churches  and  feveral  fmall  chapels  in  it. 

The  ifle  of  HakaOiie  is  two  miles  long  i  Samphrey  ifle  one  mile  long  ;  Biggai  ifle  is  2 
mile  and  a  half  in  length  :  all  three  lie  round  Yell,  and  are  reputed  among  the  beft  of 
the  lefler  ifles. 

The  ifle  of  Fetlorlies  to  the  norih-eaft  of  Tell,  and  is  five  miles  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth  ;  it  hath  a  church,  and  fome  of  the  Picts  houfes  in  it. 

The  ifle  Unft  is  eight  miles  long,  and  is  the  pleafanteft  of  the  Schetland  illes  ;  it  has 
three  churches,  and  as  many  harbours  ;  it  is  reckoned  the  moll  northern  of  all  the 
British  dominions.  .  The  inhabitants  of  the  ifle  Vaila  fay  that  no  cat  will  live  in  it,  and  if 
any  cat  be  brought  to  it,  they  will  rather  venture  to  fea  than  flay  in  the  iHe :  they  fay  that 
a  cat  was  feen  upon  the  ifle  about  fifty  years  ago,  but  how  it  came  there  was  uDknown. 
They  obferved  about  the  fame  time  now  the  proprietor  was  in  great  torment,  and  as 
they  fuppofe  by  witchcraft,  of  which  they  fay  he  then  died.  There  is  no  accouot  that 
any  cat  has  been  feen  in  the  ifle  ever  Once  that  gentleman's  death,  except  when  they 
were  carried  to  it,  for  making  the  above-mentioned  experiment. 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  if  a  compafs  be  placed  at  the  houfe  of  Udfl:a,on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  ifle  Fetlor,  the  needle  will  be  in  perpetual  diforder,  without  fixing  to  any  one 
pole ;  and  that  being  tried  afterwards  in  the  top  of  that  houfe,  it  had  the  fame  elfed. 
They  add  further,  that  when  a  veffel  fails  near  that  houl'e,  the  needle  of  the  compafs  is 
difordered  in  the  fame  manner. 

There  is  a  yellow  fort  of  metal  lately  difcovered  in  the  ifle  of  Uzia,  but  the  inhabi- 
tants had  not  found  a  way  to  mell  it,  fo  that  it  is  not  yet  turned  to  any  account. 

The  ancient  Court  ofjujlice 

In  thefe  iflands  was  held  in  Holm,  in  the  parifh  of  Tingwall,  in  the  middle  of  the 
main  land.  This  Holm  is  an  ifland  in  the  middle  of  a  frefh-water  lake ;  it  is  to  this 
day  called  the  Law-Ting,  and  the  parifh,  in  all  probability,  hath  its  name  from  it.  The 
entrance  to  this  Holm  is  by  fome  ftones  laid  in  the  water  ;  and  in  the  Holm  there  are 
four  great  ftones,  upon  which  fat  the  judge,  clerk,  and  other  officers  of  the  court.  The 
inhabitants  that  had  law  fuits  attended  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Holm,  on  the  oihtr 
fide  of  the  lake;  and  when  any  of  them  was  called  by  the  officer,  he  entered  by  the 
flepping  ftones  ;  and  being  difmifled,  he  returned  the  fame  way.  This  was  the  pra.5tice 
of  the  Danes.  The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition  among  them,  that  after  one  had  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death  upon  the  Holm,  he  obtained  a  remiflion,  provided  he  made  his 
efcape  through  the  crowd  of  people  on  the  lake  fide,  and  touched  'linj^wall  fteeple  be- 
fore any  could  lay  hold  on  him.   This  fteeple  in  thofe  days  was  an  afylum  for  matefa&or^ 

and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


WESTERN   ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND.  ^  6gj 

Mid  debtors  to  flee  into.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifle  are  ali  protedants ;  they  genoraJty 
(peak  the  £ng4ilh  tongue,  and.  many  among  them  retain  the  ancient  Danilh  language, 
efpecialiy  in  the  more  northern  ifles.  There  are  feveral  who  fpeak  Englffh,  Norfe,  and 
I^utch  ;  the  la(t  of  which  is  acquired  by  their  converfe  with  the  Hollanders,  that  Mi 
yearly  in  thofe  illes. . 

'I'he  people  are  generally  reputed  difcreet,  and  charitable  to  flrangers ;  and  thofe  of 
fhe  beft  rank  are  falhtonable  in  their  apparet. 

.  Shetland  is  much  more  populous  now  than  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  which  is  owing  to 
die  trade,  and  particularly  that  of  their  fiihery,  fo  much  followed  every  year  by  the 
Hollanders,  Hamburghers,  and  others.  The  increafe  of  people  at  Lerwick  is  conHde- 
rabte ;  for  it  had  but  three  or  four  families  about  thirty  years  ago,  and  is  lince  increafed 
to  about  three  hundred  families  ;  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  few  of  their  families  were 
natives  of  Shetland,  but  came  from  feveral  parts  of  Scotland,  and  efpecialiy  from  the 
northern  and  ealtem  coafls. 

The  fifliery  in  Shetland  is  the  foundation  both  of  their  trade  and  wealth ;  and  though 
it  be  of  late  become  lefs  than  before,  yet  the  inhabitants,  by  their  indullry  and  applica- 
tioQ,  make  a  greater  profit  of  it  than  formerly,  when  they  had  them  nearer  the  coaft, 
both  of  the  larger  and  leffer  ifles ;  but  now  the  grey  fifii  of  the  largeft  fize  are  not  to  be 
had  in  any  quantity  without  going  further  into  the  ocean.  I'he  fifh  commonly  bought 
by  llrangers  here  are  cod  and  ling ;  the  inhabitants  themfelves  make  only  ufe  of  the 
(mailer  fifli  and  herrings,  which  abound  on  the  coall  of  this  ifle  in  vafl  flioats. 

The  flfli  called  tulk  abounds  on  the  coad  of  BralTa;  the  time  for  lilhing  is  at  the 
end  of  May.  This  fifh  is  as  big  as  a  ling,  of  a  brown  and  yellow  colour,  has  a  t»'oad 
tail ;  it  is  better  frefh  than  falted  ;  they  are  commonly  fold  at  fifteen<or  fixteen  fliilUngs 
the  hundred. 

The  inhabitants  obferve,  that  the  further  they  go  to  the  northward  the  fifli  are  of  a 
larger  fize,  and  in  greater  quantities.  They  make  great  {lore  of  oil,  particularly  of  the 
large  grey  fifh,  by  them  called  feths,  and  the  younger  fort  fiUucks '.  they  fay  that  the 
liver  of  one  feth  affords  a  pint  of  Scots  meafure,  being  about  four  of  Englifh  meafure. 
The  way  of  making  the  oil  is  firft  by  boiling  the  liver  in  a  pot  half  full  of  water,  and 
when  it  boils  the  oil  goes  to  the  top,  and  is  fkimmed  oS*  and  put  in  velTels  for  ufe. 
The  fifhers  obferve  of  late,  that  the  livers  of  fiOi  are  lefs  in  fize  than  they  have  been 
formerly. 

The  Hamburghers,  Bremers,  and  others,  come  to  this  country  about  the  middle  of 
May,  fet  up  fbops  in  feveral  parts,  and  fell  divers  commodities  ;  as  linen,  muflin,  and 
fuch  things  as  are  molt  proper  for  the  inhabitants,  but  more  efpecialiy  beer,  brandy, 
and  bread  ;  all  which  they  barter  for  fifh,  flocklngs,  mutton,  hens,  &c, :  and  when  the 
inhabitants  aflt  money  for  their  goods,  they  receive  it  immediately.  . 

.In  the  month  of  June  the  Hollanders  come  with  their  fifhing-bulTes  in  great  numbers 
upon  the  coafl  for  herring  ;  and  when  they  come  into  the  found  of  Braffa,  where  fhe 
herrings  are  commonly  mofl  plentiful,  and  very  near  the  fhore,  they  difpofe  theirjiets, 
&c.  in  order,  but  never  begin  till  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  ;  for  this  is  the  time  limited 
among  themfelves,  which  is  obferved  as  a  law,  th^t  none  will  venture  to  tranfgrefs.  . 
This  filhing-trade  is  very  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants,  who  have  provifions  and  necef- 
faries  imponed  to  their  doors,  and  employment  for  all  their  people,  who  by  their  fiih- 
ing,  and  felling  the  various  produfts  of  the  country,  bring  in  a  confiderable  fum  of 
mcMiey  yearly.  I'he  proprietors  of  the  ground  are  confiderable  gainers  alfo,  by  letting 
their  houfes,  which  ferve  as  fliops  to  the  feamen  during  their  refidence  here. 
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There  bare  been  two  thoufand  budes  and  upwards  fifhing  ia  this  found  in  one  lam- 
mer ;  but  they  are  cot  always  fo  numerous :  they  generally  go  away  in  Auguft  or 
September. 

There  are  two  little  towns  in  the  largefl  of  the  Shetland  ifles :  the  moft  andeet  of 
thefe  is  Scalloway ;  it  lies  on  the  well  fide  of  the  ifle,  which  is  the  moft  beautiful  and 
pleafant  part  of  it.  It  hath  no  trade,  and  but  few  inhabitants,  the  whole  being  about 
ninety  in  number.  On  the  fouth-eafl  end  of  the  town  Hands  the  cadle  of  Scalloway, 
which  is  four  (lories  high ;  it  hath  feveral  conveniences  and  ufeful  houfes  about  it,  and 
is  well  furnifhed  with  water.  Several  rooms  have  been  curioufly  painted,  though  the 
better  part  be  now  worn  off*.  This  ancient  houfe  is  almoft'  ruinous,  there  being  na 
care  taken  to  repair  it.  It  ferved  as  a  garrifon  for  the  Englifh  foldiers  that  were  fent 
hither  by  Cromwell.  This  houfe  was  built  by  Patrick  Stewart  Earl  of  Orkney,  aam 
t6oo.  The  gate  hath  the  following  infcription  on  it :  Patricius  Orcbmiitt  et  Zelandut 
comes.  And  underneath  the  infcription :  Cujus  fundamen  faxum  eftt  dtmtus  tUa  tnanebit  ,r 
labilis  e  contra  ft  fit  arena  peril.  That  houfe  whofe  foundation  is  on  a  rock  fhall  fUnd  ^ 
but  if  on  the  land,  it  fhatl  fall. 

'  The  inhabitants  fay  that  this  houfe  was  built  upon  the  fandy  foundation  of  oppref£(xi^ 
JQ  which  they  fay  the  earl  exceeded ;  and  for  that  and  other  crimes  was  executed. 

There  is  a  high  flonc  ereded  between  Tingwall  and  Scalloway :  the  inhabitanta  have 
a  tradition,  that  it  was  fet  up  as  a  monument  of  a  Danifh  general,  who  was  killed  there- 
by the  ancient  inhabitants,  in  a  battle  againfl  the  Danes  and  Norwegians. 

The  fecond  andlated  bulk  town  is  Lerwick ;  it  (lands  on  thai  fide  of  the  found  where 
the  fifhing  is:  the  ground  on  which  it  is  built  is  a  hard  rock,  one  fide  lies  toward  the 
fea, and  the  other  is  fnrrounded  with  a  mofs, withoutany  arable  ground. 

On  the  itorth  is  the  citadel  of  Lerwick,  which  was  built  in  the  year  1655^,  in  time  of. 
the  war  with  Holland,  but  never  completed  \  there  is  Uttle  more  of  it  now  left  than  the- 
walls.  The  inhabitants,  about  thirty  years  ago,  fifhed  up  three  iron  cannon  out  of  * 
ftip  that  had  been  caft  away  near  eighty  years  before  ;  and  being  all  over  rufli  they 
made  a  great  fire  of  peats  round  them  to  get  off  the  ruft ;  and  the  (ire  having  heated 
the  cannon,  all  the  three  went  off,  to  the  great  furprize  of  the  inhabitants,  who  fay  they 
few  the  ball  fall  in  the  middle  of  Braffa  Sounds  but  none  of  them  had  any  damage  by 
them. 

There  are  many  PIfts  houfes  in  this  country,  and  feveral  of  them  entire  to  this  day ;: 
the  higheft  exceeds  not  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  are  about  twelve  fc%t  broad 
in  the  middle ;  they  taper  towards  both  ends,  the  entry,  is  lower  than  the  doors  of  houfes- 
commonly  are  now,  the  windows  arc  long  and  very  narrow,  and  the  (lairs  go  up  be- 
tween the  walls.  Thefe  houfes  were  built  for  watch-towers,  to  give  notice  of  an  ap-- 
proaching  enemy }  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  what  is  in  view  of  fome  other ;  fo  that: 
a  fire  being  made  on  the  top  of  any  one  houfe,  the  fignal  was  conuminicated  to  all. the 
nft  in  a  few  moments. 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  thefe  houles  were  called  burghs,  which  in  die  Saxon  lan- 
guage figmfies  a  townor  caflle  fenced  all  round.  The  names  of  fortified-places  in  the- 
weflem  ifles  are  in  feveral  parts  called  Bor^  ;  and  the  villages  in  wlach  the  fons  (land,, 
are  always  named  Borz. 

The  inhabitants  of  Orkney  fay  that  feveral  burying-placcs  unong  them  are  called. 
burghs,  from  the  Saxon  word  burying.^ 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  Rfts  were  originally  Germans,  and  particulariy 
firom  that  part  of  it  bordering  upon  the  Baltic  Sea.  They  were  called  Pbightian^  that  is,. 
fighters.    The  Ronuus  called  them  Fiili,    Some  writers  call' them  Fi^avi,  dther 
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from  that  name  of  Phightian^  which  they  took  to  therafelves,  or  from  thrir  beauty ; 
and  accordingly  Boethius,  in  his  character  of  them,  joins  both  thefe  together :  Quod 
erant  corperibus  robujiijimis  candidifque ;  and  Verftegan  fays  the  fame  of  them. 

The  Romans  called  them  P/(?i,  becaufe  they  had  their  fhields  painted  of  divers  co- 
lours. Some  think  the  name  came  from  pkhk^  which  in  the  ancient  Scots  language 
fignifies  pitch,  that  they  coloured  their  faces  with,  to  make  them  terrible  to  their  ene- 
mies in  battle ;  and  others  thii^  the  name  was  taken  from  their  painted  habit. 

This  ifle  makes  part  of  the  (hire  of  Orkney ;  there  are'  twelve  pariOies  in  it,  and  a 
greater  number  of  churches  and  chapr-ls.  Shetland  pays  not  above  one-third  to  th^ 
crown  of  what  Orkney  does. 

The  ground  bang  for  the  mod  part  boggy  and  moorifii,  is  not  To  produdtve  of  grun 
as  the  other  ifles  and  main  land  of  Scotland  \  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  fea-ware, '  by 
which  the  ground  is  enriched,  it  would  yield  but  a  very  fmall  product. 

There  is  lately  difcovered  in  divers  puis  abundance  of  lime-Hone,  but  the  inhabitants 
«re  not  fufficiently  inftruf^ed  in  the  ufe  of  it  for  their  corn  land. 

There  is  plenty  of  good  peats,  which  ferve  as  fuel  for  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  oa 
the  main. 

The  amphibia  in  thefe  illes  are  feals  and  otters  in  abundance :  fome  of  the  latter  are 
trained  to  go  a  filhing,  and  fetch  feveral  forts  of  fllh  home  to  thdr  mailers. 

There  are  no  trees  in  any  of  thefe  iBes,  neither  is  there  any  venomous  creature  to  be 
found  here.    • 

There  have  been  feveral  ftrange  Bfli  feen  by  the  inhabitants  at  Tea,  fome  of  the  Oiape 
of  men  as  far  as  the  middle;  they  are  both  troublefome  and  very  terrible  to  the  fiflieni, 
who  call  ihcm  Sea-devils. 

It  is  not  long  fmce  every  family  of  any  confiderable  fubftance  in  thofe  ilUnds  was 
haumed  by  a  fpirit  they  called  Browny,  which  did  feveral  forts  of  work ;  and  this  was  the 
reafon  why  they  gave  him  offerings  of  the  various  products  of  the  place :  thus  fome 
when  they  churned  their  milk,  or  brewed,  poured'fome  milk  and  wort  through  the  hole 
of  a  ftone,  called  Browny's  (lone. 

A  minifler  in  this  country  had  an  account  from  one  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  wh« 
formerly  brewed  ale,  and  fometimes  read  his  bible,  that  an  old  woman  in  the  family 
totd  him  that  Browny  was  much  difpleafed  at  his  reading  in  that  book  \  and  if  he  did 
not  ceafe  to  read  in  it  any  more,  Browny  would  not  ferve  him  as  formerly.  But  the 
man  continued  his  reading  notwithdanding,  and  when  he  brewed  refufed  to  ^ve  any 
facrifice  to  Browny ;  and  fo  his  firft  and  fecond  brewing  mifcarried,  without  any  viQble 
caufe  in  the  malt ;  but  the  third  brewing  proved  good,  and  Browny  got  no  more  Cicri- 
fice  from  him  after  that.  . 

.  There  was  another  inllance  of  a  lady  in  Unll  who  refufed  to  give  facrifice  to  Browny, 
and  loll  two  brewings  \  but  the  third  proved  good,  and  fo  Browny  vanifhed  quite,  and 
troubled  them  no  more. 

I  (hall  add  no  more,  but  that  the  great  number  of  fordgn  fliips  which  repair  hither 
yearly  upon  the  account  of  fiChing,  ought  to  excite  the  people  of  Scotland  to  a  fpeedy 
improvement  of  that  profitable  trade ;  which  they  may  carry  on  with  more  eafe  and 
profit  in  their  own  feas  than  any  foreigners  whatever. 
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A  VOTAGE  TO  ST,  KILDA,        '         ' 
Br  M.  MARTIN,  Gent* 

PREFACE. 

MEN  are  generally  fond  enough  of  novelty,  not  to  fuffer  any  thing  reprefented  uft- 
der  that  plaufible  invitation  to  pafs  unnoticed.  A  defcription  of  fome  remote- 
comer  in  the  Indies  Oiall  be  fure  to  aSbrd  us  hi^h  amufement,  whilft  a  thoufand  things 
much  nearer  to  us  might  engage  our  thoughts  to  better  purpofe,.  and  the  knowledge  of. 
them  fcrve  to  promote  our  true  intereft,  and  thehiftory  of  nature.  It  is  a  piece  of 
weaknefs  and  tolly  to  value  things  merely  on  account  of  their  diftancc  :  thus  men  have 
travelled  far  in  fearch  of  foreign  plants  and  animals,  and  continued  Grangers  to  the 
productions  of  their  own  climate.  The  following  relation,  therefore,  I  hope  will  not 
prove  unprofitable  or  difpleafrngt  unlefs  the  advantages  of  truth  and  unaffected  fimpH* 
city,  fhould  prejudice  it  in  the  opinion  of  fuch  as  are  more  trifliug  and  curious  than  foUd 
and  judicious. 

The  author,  born  in  one  of  the  moft  fpacious  and  fertile  iUes  in  the  weft  of  Scotland, 
by  a  laudable  curiof^ty  was  prompted  to  undertake  the  voyage,  and  that  in  an  open  boat^ 
to  the  almoft  m&nifefl  hazard  of  his  life,  as  the  feas  and  tides  in  ihofe  rocky  iflands  are 
more  inconflant  and  raging  than  in  moft  other  places.  And  he  has  beea  carefiil  to 
relate  nothing  in  the  following  account  but  what  he  aflerts  for  truth,  either  upon  his 
own  pardcular  knowledge,  or  from  the  conftant  and*  harmonious  teftimony  given  hitn- 
by  the  inhabitants  ;  people  fo  plain,  and  fo  little  inclined  to  hnpofe  upon  mankind, 
that  perhaps  no-  place  in  the  world  at  this  day  knows  inftances  like  tbefe  of  true  primi* 
tive  honour  and  fimplicity ;  a  people  abhorring  lying  tricks  and  artifices,  as  they  do  the 
moft  poifonous  plants  6r  devouring  animals. 

The  author  confefles  be  might  have  put  thefe  papers  into  the  hands  of  fpme  capable 
of  givrng  them,  what  they  really  want,  a  politer  turn  of  phrafe  ;  but  he  hopes  for  the 
indulgence  of  at  lead  the  intelligent  reader,  who  will'always  fet  a  higher  value  upon  un. 
adorned  truth  in  fuch  accounts  than  the  utmoU  borrowings  of  art,,or  the  advantages  (£ 
refined  langua^. 

A  VOTAGE,  t^f. 

THE  various-  relations  concerning  St.  Kilda,  given  by  thofe  of  the  weftem  ifies  and 
continent,  induced  me  to  a  narrow  enquiry  about  it:  for  this  end  I  applied 
myfelf  to  the  prefent  fteward,  who  by  his  defcription,  and  the  products  of  the  illand, 
which  were  brouglit  to  me,  together  with  a  natural  impulfe  of  curiofity,  formed  fuch  an 
idea  of  it  in  my  mind,  that  I  determined  to  fatisfy  myfelf  with  going  thither,  it  having 
beea  never  hitherto  defcribed  to  any  purpofe ;  the  accounts  given  by  Buchanan  and 
Sir  Robert  Murray  being  but  relations  from  fecond  atid  third  hands,  neither  of  them, 
ever  having  the  opportunity  of  being  upon  the  place.  I  attempted  leveral  times  to  vifit 
it,  but  in  vain,  until  laft  fummer,  the  laird  of  Mack-Leod  heartily  recommending  the 
care  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  to  Mr.  John  Campbell,  minifter  of  Harries,  he  went 
to  St.  Kilda,  and  I  cheaifully  embraced  the  occafion  ;  and  accordingly  we  embaiJEed  at 
tbeilte  Efay  ia  Harries,  May  29, 1697,  the  wind  at  S.E. 

,  *  Fnis  the  £>unb  cdiiiw,  IioadoD,  175^.  8to, 

We 
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We  Cet  fall  with  3  gentle  breeze,  bearing  to  the  weftward,  and  were  not  well  got  out 
•f  the  harbour  when  Mr.  Campbell  obferving  the  whitenefs  of  the  waves  attended  with 
an  extraordinary  noife  beating  upon  the  rocks,  expreffed  his  diflike  of  it,  being  in  thofe 
parts  a  prognoftic  of  an  enfuing  (torm;  but  the  fame  appearing  fometimes  in  fummer 
befor-e  excellive  heat,  it  was  flighted  by  the  crew.  But  as  we  advanced  about  two 
leagues  further)  upon  the  coad  of  the  ifle  of  Pabbay,  the  former  figns  appearing  more 
confpicuoufly,  we  unanimoufly  concluded  a  fl:orm  approaching,  which  occaftoned  a 
motion  for  our  return  ;  but  the  wind  and  ebb-tide  concurring,  determined  us  to  purfue 
eur  voyage,  in  hopes  of  arriving  at  our  deflred  harbour  before  the  wind  or  dorm  Oiould 
rife,  which  we  judged  would  not  be  fuddenly :  but  our  fond  imagination  was  not  fe- 
eonded  with  a. good  event,  as  will  appear;  for  we  had  fcarce  failed  a  league  further, 
when  the  wind  inclined  more  foutherly,  and  altered  our  meafures ;  we  endeavoured  by 
the  help  of  our  oars  to  reach  the  Haw-flcer  rocks,  fome  four  leagues  to  the  fouth  coaft,  ■ 
which  we  were  not  able  taeSeft,  though  we  confumed  the  night  in  this  vain  expefla- 
rion.  By  this  time  we  k  far  advanced  in  the  ocean,  that  after  a  fecond  motion  for  our 
return  it-  was  found  impracticable,  efpeciaily  lince  we  could  not  promife  to  fetch  any 
point  of  Scotland  ;  this  obliged  us  to  make  the  bed  of  our  way  for  St.  Kilda,  though 
labouring  under  the  difadvantages  of  wind  and  tide  :  our  crew  extremely  fatigued  and- 
difcouraged  without  fight  of  land  for  fixteen  hours  j  at  length  one  of  them  difcovered 
feveral  tribes  of  the  fowls  of  St  Kilda  flying,  holding  their  courfe  foutherly  of  us,  which 
(to  fome  of  our  crew)  was  a  demonftration  we  had  loft  our  courfe,  by  the  violence  of 
the  flood  and  wind  both  concurring  to  carry  us  northerly,  though  we  fleered  by  our  ~ 
compafs  right  welh- 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  take  their  meafures  from  the  flight  of  thofe  fowls,  when 
the  heavens  are  not  clear,  as-from  a  fure  compafs,  experience  mewing  that  every  tribe 
of  fowls  bends  their  courfe  to  their  refpeftire  quarters,  though  out  of  fight  of  the  ifle  : 
this  appeared  clearly  in  our  gradual  advances  ;  and  their  motion  being  compared  did 
exadty  quadrate  with  our  compafs.  The  inhabitants  rely  fo  much  upon  this  obferva- 
tion,  that  they  prefer  it  to  the  furefl:  compafs  ;  but  we  begged  leave  to  differ  from  them,  . 
though  at  the  ^me  time  we  could  not  deny  their  rule  to  be  as  certain  as  our  compafs.  - 
While  we  were  in  this  ftate  we  difcovered  the  ifle  Borera,  near  three  leagues  north  of 
St.  Kilda,  which  was  then  about  four  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  us ;  this  was  a  joyful  fight,  . 
and  gave  new  vigour  to  our  men,  who  being  refreflied  with  viftuals,  lowering  mart  and 
fail,  rowed  to  a  miracle.  While  they  were  tugging  at  the  oars  we  plied  them  with  plenty 
of  aquavitac  to  fupport  them,  whofe  borrowed  fpirits  fo  far  walled  their  own,  that  upon 
our  arrival  at  Borera,  there  was  fcarce  one  of  them  able  to  manage  cable  or  anchor ;  we 
put  in  under  the  hollow  of  an  extraordinary  high  rock,  to  the  north  of  this  ifle,  which 
was  all  covered  with  a  prodigious  number  of  Solan  geefe  hatching  in  their  nefls  ;  the 
heavens  were  darkened  by  their  flying  over  our  heads,  their  excrements  were  in  fuch 
quantity,  that  they  gave  a  tinfture  to  the  fea,  and  at  the  fame  time  fullied  our  boat  and 
cloaths  :  two  of  them  confirmed  the  truth  of  what  has  been  frequently  reported  ©f  their 
ftealing  from  one  another  grafs  wherewith  to  make  their  nefls,  by  affording  us  the  fol- 

.  lowii^  very  agreeable  diverfion,  and  it  was  thus  :  one  erf  them  finding  his  neighbour's  ■ 
neft  without  the  fowl,  lays  hold  on  the  opponunity,  and  fteals  from  it  as  much  grafs  as 
he  could  ccMivenient^  carry  off",  taking  his  flight  towards  the  ocean  ;  from  ihence  he 

-  prefently  returns,  as  if  he  made  a  foreign  purchiafe,  but  it  does  not  pafs  for  fuch  :  for 
the  owner  had  difcovered  the  faft  before  the  thief  had  got  out  of  fight,  and  to>*  nimble 
for  his  cunning)  waits  his  return,  all  armed  with  fury,  ^uid  engages  him  defperately. 
This  bloody  battle  was  fought  above  our  beads,  and  proved  fatal  to  the  thief,  who  fell 

dead. 
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dead  fo'near  our  bciat  that  our  meti  todk  him  up,  nnd  prefently  dreffed  and  eat'him ; 
which  they  reckoned  as  an  om«i  of  good  fuccefs  in  the  vopge. 

We  propofed  being  at  St.  Kilda  next  day,  but  our  fxpeftation  was  fruftrared  by  a 
■violent  ftorm,  which  almoft  drove  us  to  the  ocean,  where  we  incurred  no  ftnall  rifque, 
being  no  way:;  fitted  for  it ;  our  men  laid  afide  all  hopes  of  life,  polTdTed  with  the  be- 
lief  that  all  this  misfortune  proceeded  from  the  impoftor  Roderick  (of  whom  hereafter), 
"who  they  believed  had  employed  the  devil  to  raife  this  extraordinary  ftorm  againil 
Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  to  counterad  him.  All  our  arguments,  whether  from  natural 
reafon,  or  the  providence  of  God,  were  not  of  force  enough  to  perfuade  them  to  the 
contrary,  until  it  pleafed  God  to  comtnand  a  calm  the  day  following,  which  was  the 
lirft  of  June,  and  then  we  rowed  to  St.  Kilda.  As  we  came  clofe  upon  the  rocks,  foioe 
of  the  inhabitants,  whowere  then  employed  in  fetting  their  gins,  welcomed  us  with  a 
■ "  God  fave  you,"  thdr  ufual  falutation,  admiring  to  fee  us  get  thither  contrary  to  wind 
and  tide  ;  they  were  walking  unconcernedly  on  the  fide  of  this  prodigious  high  rock, 
at  the  fame  time  keeping  pace  with  our  boat,  to  my  great  admiration,  infomuch  that  I 
was  quickly  obliged  to  turn  away  my  eyes,  left  I  rfiould  have  had  the  unpleaiant  fpec- 
tacle  of  fome  of  th«m  tumbling  down  into  the  fea ;  but  they  themfelves  had  no  fuch 
"fears,  for  they  outrun  our  boat  to  the  town,  from  thence  they  brought  the  fteward  and 
all  the  inhabitants  of  both  fexes  to  receive  us :  we  approached  the  outmoft  part  of  the 
'  low  rock,  called'the  Saddle ;  a  parcel  of  the  inhabitants  were  mounted  upon  it,  having 
on  their  feet  the  ufual  drefs  on  fuch  occafions,  i.  e.  focks  of  old  ragsfowed  with  feathers 
inftead  of  thread  :  our  boat  being  come  pretty  near,  it  was  kept  off  this  rock  with  long 
poles  i  fome  of  their  number  coming  by  pairs  into  the  fea  received  Mr.  Campbell  and 
me  upon  iheir  Cioulders  and  carried  us  to  land,  where  we  were  received  with  all  the 
demonfi  rations  of  joy  and  kindnefs  they  were  able"  to  exprefs ;  the  impoftor  Roderick 
endeavouring  to  outdo  his  neighbours,  and  placing  himfelf  always  in  the  fixmt  of  our 
'attendants,  difcovered  his  hypocrify.  We  all  walked  together  to  the  little  village  where 
there  was  a  lodging  prepared  for  us,  fumifiied  with  beds  of  ftraw :  according  to  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  the  place,  the  officer  who  prefides  over  them  in  the  fteward's  abfence 
.  'fummoned  the  inhabitants,  who  by  concen  agreed  upon  a  daily  maintenance  for  us,  as 
'bread,  butter,  cheefe,  mutton,  fowls,  eggs,  fire,  &c.  all  which  was  to  be  given  in  at  our 
'lodging  twice  every  day  ;  this  was  done  in  a  moft  regular  manner,  each  femily  by  turns 
paying  their  quota  proportionably  to  their'lands :  I  remember  the  allowance  for  each 
man  per  diem^  befide  a  barley  cake,  was  eighteen  of  the  eggs  laid  by  the  fowl  called  by 
'themiatJ^,  and  a  greaternumber  of  the  lefler  eggs,  as  they  differed  in  proportion ;  the 
largeft  of  thefe  eggs  is  near  in  bigneis  to  that  of  a  goofe,  the  reft  of  the  eggs  gradually 
'cf  a  leflT^  fize. 

We  had  the  cariofity,  after  three  weeks  refidence,  to  make  a  calculation  of  the  num- 
'  ber  of  eggs  beftowed  upon  thofe  of  our  boat,  and  the  fteward's  birlln  or  galley  ;  the 
whole  amounted  to  fix  thoufand  eggs :  the  inhabitants  were  thrice  our  number, 
and  muft  confume  a  number  of  eggs  and  fowls  in  proportion.  From  this  It  is  eafy  to 
imagine,  that  a  vaft  number  of  fowl  muft  refort  here  all  fummer,  which  is  yet  the  more 
probable,  if  it  be  confidered  that  every  fowl  lays  but  one  egg  at  a  time,  when  allowed  to 
hatch. 

The  inhabhjttits  live  together  in  a  fmall  village,  carrying  all  the  figns  of  an  extreme 
'poverty;  the  houfes  are  of  a  low  form,  and  the  doors  all  to  the  north-eaft,  to  fecure 
thfm  from  the  fhocks  of  the  tempcftuous  fouth-weft  winds.  The  wailsof  the  houfes  are 
■  rudely  built  ot  flone,  the  ffiort  couples  joining  at  the  ends  of  the  rocrf",  upon  whofe  fides 
Imall  ribs  of  vood  are  laid,  and-thefe  covered  with  ftraw  •■,  the  whole  feeured  by  ropes 
5     ,  ^         npe 
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made  of  twifted  headi,  the  extremity  of  which  on  each  fide  is  poifed  vith  ftone  to  pre- 
ferve  the  thatch  firom  being,  blown  away.  This  little  village  is  feated  on  a  valley  fur' 
founded  with  four  mountamtt  ferving  as  ramparts  of  defence,  and  are  fo  many  amphU 
theatres,  from  whence  a  &ir  profpeft  of  the  ocean  and  ifles  may  be  feen  in  a  fine  day. 

This  iQe  is  by  the  inhabitants,  as  lilcewife  by  all  the  weftem  iflanders,  called  Hirt  ;*■ 
Buchanan  calls  it  Hirta ;  Sir  John  Narbrough,  and  all  failors,  St.  Kilda ;  in  fea  maps  it  is 
called  St.  Kilder,  particularly  in  a  Dutch  fea  map  from  Ireland  to  Zealand,  pubUfhed 
at  Amfterdam  by  Peter  Goas  in  the  year  1663,  wherein  it  is  placed  due  weft  betwixt? 
fifty  and  fixty  miles  from  the  middle  of  the  Lewis,  and  the  ifle  anfwers  direftly  to  the 
fifty-eighth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  as  marked  upon  the  ends  of  the  map,  and  from. 
it  lies  Rokol,  a  fmall  rock  fixty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Kilda  ;  the  inhabitants- 
of  ihis  place  call  it  Rokabarra ;  this  map  contains  the  foundings  of  fome  places  near' 
St.  Kilda  i  thefe  not  exceeding  twenty  or  thirty  bthom  ;  it  contains  only  the  larger  ifle, 
and  a  part  of  the  leOer  ifles ;  this  ifland  is  alfo  called  St.  Kilda,  by  a  company  of 
French  and  Spaniards,  who  loft  their  (hip  at  Rokol  in  the  year  1686,  which  they  namedi  ' 
to  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda,  whofe  latitude  is  fifty-feven  degrees  and  three  minutes. 

The  air  here  is  ftiarp  and  wbolefome  j  the  hills  are  often  covered  with  ambient  white- 
mifts,  which  in  winter  are  forerunners  of  fnow,  if  they  continue  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  f. 
and  'a%  fwnmer,  if  only  on^the  tops  of  the  hills,  they  prognofticate  rain  ;  when  they  defcend< 
to  thevalleyG  it  is  a  prognoftic  of  exeeflive  beat.  The  night  here  about  the  time  of  the' 
fiiDimer  foKlice  exceeds  not  an  hour  in  length,  efpecially  if  the  feafon  is  fair,  then  the' 
fun  difappears  but  for  a  &ort  fpace,  the  reflex  from  the  fea  being  all  the  time  vifible  ; 
the  harveft  and  winter  are  liable  to  great  winds  and  rain,-the  fouth-weft  wind  annoying: 
ihem  more  than  any  other:  it  fecommonlyobfervedto  blowfrom-theweftfor  themoft 
part  of,  if  not  all,  July. 

St.  Kilda  is  two  miles  long  from  eaft  to  weft ;  in  breadth  ftom  fouth  to  north  one 
milef  and  five  miles  in  circumference.  It  is  naturally  fenced  with  one  continued  face- 
«f  a  rock  of  great  height,  except  a  part  of  the  bay,  which  lies  to  the  fouth-ealt,  and  is- 
well  defended  generally  with  a  raging  fea :  this  bay  is  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  as  much: 
m  breadth  ;  it  is  not  common  for  any  velfels  to  anchor  within  this  bay,  in  cafe  of  a  florm,, 
as  it-  might  be  dangerous  for  them  ;.  therefore  they  drop  anchor  at  the  eDtry,judging  it 
the  fecurefl  r  the  only  place  for  landing,  is  on  the  north  fide  of  this  bay,  upon  a  rock- 
with  a  little  declination,  which  is  (lippery,  being  covered  with  feveral  forts  of  fea  weeds ;. 
thefe,  with  a  boifterous  fea,  render  the  place  almoft  inacceflible,  the  fea  being  feldom 
elherwife  but  under  favour  of  a^  neap  tide,  a  north-eaft  or  weft  wind,  or  with  a  perfeA 
calm;  when  thefe  circumftances  concur,  the  birlin  or  boat  is  brought  to  the  fide  of  the 
rock,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  bothfexes  «ire  ready  to  join  their  united  force  to  hale 
her  through  ;  for  this  end  they  have  a  rope  faftened  to  the  fore-part ;  and  a  competent- 
number  of  them  are  employed  on  eaah  fide  ;  both  thefe  are  det«*mined'  by  aoryery. 
who  is  employed' on  purpofe  to  warn  them  all  at  the  fame  minute,  andhe  ceafeswhen- 
sver  he  finds  it  convenient  to  give  them  a  breathing.- 

At  the  head  of  the  bay  is  a  plain  fand,  only  to  be  feen  in  fummer,  the  winterfea^ 
wafhing'  it  all  off  the  ftones ;  there  is  no  landing  i^n  this^  place  with  fafety,  which  the* 
fteward  has  learned  to  his  coft.  TTiere  is  a  little  bay  on  the  weft,  fide  of^this  ifle,  all- 
fcced  with  an  iron-coloured  rock;,  fome  veffels  take  fh^er  here,  when  the  wind  is-at 
Ibuth  or  north-eaft ;  there  is  a-  place  of'  the  roek'  here  on  the  fouth  (ide  the  rivulet,, 
where  you  may  land,  if  a  neaf)-ride  or  calm,  offer.  The  fea  is  very  impetuous  every, 
where  about  ttus  iile ;  they  fliewed  me  large  ftones.  which  were  lately  removed  out  of 
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their  place,  and  cad  into  the  gallies'  dock;  I  tneafured  fome  of  them  which  were  m 
length  fome  feven,  others  eight  feet,  and  three  or  four  feet  in  breadth. 

On  the  fouth  part  of  the  fouth-eafl  bay  is  a  little  old  ruinous  fort  called  the  Dowd. 
It  is  evident  from  what  has  been  already  faid,  that  this  place  may  be  reckoned  among, 
'  the  (Irongell  fons,  natural  or  artificial,  in  the  world ;  nature  has  provided  the  place 
with  ftore  of  ammunition  for  afltng  on  the  dtfenfive  ;  that  is,  a  heap  of  loofe  ftones  in 
the  top  of  the  hill  Oterveaul,  direftly  above  the  landing-place;  it  is  very  eafy  to  d'lf- 
charge  vollies  of  this  ammunition  diredly  upon  ihe  place  of  landing,  and  that  from  a 
great  eminence  almofl:  perpendicular  ;  this  I  myfelf  had  occafiouto  demonftrate,  having 
for  my  diverfion  put  it  in  practice  to  the  great  fatisfadion  of  the  inhabitants,  to  whom 
this  defence  had  never  hitherto  occurred  :  but  they  are  refolvedto  make  ufe  of  thb  for 
the  future,  to  keep  off  the  Lowlanders,  againft  whom  of  late  they  have  conceived 
ftrong  prejudices.  ■  A  few  hands  may  be  capable  of  refifting  fome  hundreds  by  the 
above-mentioned  weapons.  The  four  great  mountains  are  faced  on  the  fide  towards 
the  fea,  whh  rocks  of  extraordinary  height ;  the  hill  Conagir  on  the  north  fide,  is  not 
lefs  than  two  hundred  fathom  perpendicular  above  the  fea. 

Around  this  illeare  four  arches  or  vaults,  through  which  the  lea  pafles,  as  does  the  day- 
light from  either  fide,  which  is  vifible  to  any,  though  at  a  confiderable  diftance;  fome 
of  them  reprefenting  a  large  gale  i  two  of  thefe  look  to  the  fouth,  and  two  north-wefl:, 
that  on  the  point  ot  the  well  bay  isilx  fathom  high  abote  water,  four  in  breadth,  fifty 
paces  in  length,  the  top  two  fathom  thick,  and  very  ftrong,  the  cattle  feeding  upon  it. 
■  There  are  feveral  veins  of  different  flone  to  be  feen  in  the  rocks  of  the  fouth,  call 
bay  ;  upon  the  north  fide  of  this  rock  is  one  as  it  were  cut  out  by  nature,  refembling  a 
terrace  walk.  The  cryftal  ^rows  under  the  rock  at  (he  landing-place,  this  mult  be 
pierced  a  foot  or  two  deep,  before  the  cryftal  can  be  had  from  the  bed  of  fand  where 
it  lies ;  the  water  at  the  bottom  is  of '  a  black  colour ;  the  largeft  piece  is  not  above 
four  inches  long,  and  about  two  in  diameter,  each  piece  fexangular. 

Upon  the  weft  fide  o£  this  ifle  lies  a  valley  .with  a  declination  towards  the  fea,  with  a. 
rivulet  running  through  the  middle  of  it,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  an  afceat  of  half  a 
mile.;  all  which  piece  of  ground  is  called  by  the  inhabitants,  the  female  warrior's  glen  : 
this  amazon  is  famous  in  their  traditions  :  her  houfe  or  dairy  of  ftone  is  yet  extant ; 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  dwell  in  it  all  fummer,  though  -it  be  fome  hundred  years  old  ; 
the  whole  is  built  of  ftone,  without  any  wood,  lime,  earth,  or  mortar  to  cement  it,  and 
is  in  form  of  a  circle  pyramid-wife  towards  the  top  with  a  vent  in  it,  the  fire  being  al- 
jways  in  the  centre  of  the  floor;  theftonesare  long  and  thin,  which  fupplies  the  defed 
■  of  wood  :  the  body  of  this  houfe  contains  not  above  nine  perfons  fitting ;  there  are  three 
beds  or  low  vaults  at  the  fide  of  the  wall,  which  contains  five  men  each,  and  are  fepa- 
rated  by  a  pillar. ;  at  the  entry  to  one  of  thefe  low  vaults  is  a  ftone  ftaAdiog  upon  one  end; 
upon  this  ftie  is  reported  ordinarily  to  have  laid  her  helmet.;  there  are  two  ftones  on  the 
other  fide,  upon  which  flie  is  faid  to  have  laid  her  fword :  they  tell  you  Ihe  was  much 
addided  to  hunting,  and  that  in  her  days  all  the  Ipace  betwixt  this  ifle  and  that  of  Har- 
jies,  was  one  continued  traft  of  dry  iand.  Some  years  ago  a  pair  of  large  deer's  horns 
were  found  in  the  top  of  Oterveaul  I-iill,  almoft  a  foot  under  ground,  and  a  wooden 
difti  full  of  deer's  greafe.  It  is  faid  of  this  warrior,  that  ftie  let  loofe  her  grey-hounds 
after  the  deer  in  St.  Kilda,  making  their  courfe  towards  the  oppofite  illes.  There  are 
feveral  o^her  traditions  concerning  this  &mous  amazon.  But  I  fhall  trouble  my  reader 
iwith  no  more  of  them. 

13  la 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


martin's  roTAos  To  ST.  KlI.D^  ^05 

In  this  iflc  are  plenty  of  excellent  fountains  or  fprings ;  that  near  the  female  warrior'a 
houfe  is  reputed  the  belt :  it  is  called  Tou-blr-oim-beuy,  importing  no  lefs  than  the 
well  of  qualiKes  or  virtues ;  it  runs  from  eaft  to  well,  being  fixty  paces  afcent  above  the 
fea :  I  drank  of  it  twice,  an  Englilh  quart  each  time ;  it  was  very  clear,  exceeding 
cold,  light  and  diuretic  ;  I  was  not  able  to  hold  my  hand  in  it  above  a  fev  minutes  for 
its  coldnefs  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Harries  find  it  effe£tual  againft  windy  cholics,  grarel, 
and  head-aches ;  this  well  hath  a  cover  of  (lone. 

There  is  a  very  large  well  near  the  town,  called  St.  Elder's  Well :  from  wfaicb  the 
HIand  is  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name ;  this  water  is  not  inferior  to  that  above-mention- 
ed ;  it  runs  to  the  foutH'-eaft  from  the  north-weft. 

There  is  another  well  within  half  a  mile  of  this,  named  after  one  Conirdan,  an  hun- 
dred paces  above  the  fea,  and  runs  from  north-weft  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  having  a 
ftone  cover. 

.  Within  twelve  paces  of  this  is  a  fmall  excellent  fountain,  which  thofe  of  Harries  and 
St,  Kilda  will  needs  call  by  the  author's  name,  and  were  then  refolved  to  give  it  a  cover 
of  ftone,  fuch  as  is  above  defcribed. 

There  is  a  celebrated  well  ilfuing  outof  thefoceof  a  rockonthe  northfideoftheeall 
bay,  called  the  Welt  of  Youth,  but  is  only  accelGble  by  the  inhabitants,  ho  (Iranger  daring 
to  climb  the  (teep  rock  *,  the  water  of  it  is  received,  as  it  falls,  into  the  fea ;  it  runs  to- 
wards the  touth-eaft.  The  tafte  of  the  water  of  thofe  wells  was  fu  agreeable  to  me,  that 
for  feveral  weeks  after,  the  beft  fountains  in  the  adjacent  illes  feemed  to  have  loft  their 
reltOi.  There  is  a  rivulet  running  clofe  by  the  town,  and  another  larger  t>eyond  Kti- 
der's  Well ;  this  laft  ferves  for  wafliing  Iben,  which  it  does  as  well  without  foap,  as 
other  water  with  j  of  this  we  had  experience,  which  was  a  confirmation  of  what  had 
been  reported  to  us  concerning  this  water :  we  fearched  if  in  the  brinks  we  could  dif- 
cover  any  fuller's  earth,  but  found  none  ;  we  difcovered  fome  pieces  of  iron-ore  in 
feveral  placea;  this  rivulet  drops  from  the  mofly  ground  in  the  top  of  the  hills. 

The  whole  iOand  is  one  bard  rock,  formed  into  four  high  mountains,  three  of  whicli 
are  in  the  middle ;  all  thinly  coveited  with  black  or  brown  earth,  not  above  a  foot, 
fome  places  half  a  foot  deep  ;  except  the  top  of  the  hills,  where  it  is  above  three  feet 
deep,  and  affords  them  good  turf ;  the  grafs  is  very  ftiort  but  kindly,  producing  plenty 
of  milk ;  the  number  of  flieep  commonly  maintained  in  St.  Kilda,  and  the  two  adjacent 
ifles,  does  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  and  generally  they  are  fpecklcd.  fome  white,  fome 
philamort,  and  are  of  a  common  fize ;  they  do  not  refemble  goats  in  any  re^eS,  as 
Buchanan  was  informed,  except  in  their  horns,  i^ich  are  extraordinary  large,  particu- 
larly thofe  in  the  ieffer  ifles. 

The  numtier  of  horfes  exceeds  not  aghteen,  all  of  a  red  colour,  very  low,  and  fmooth 
ftinned,  arid  are  employed  in  carrying  turf  and  com,  and  at  their  anniverfary  cavalcade, 
of  which  hereafter.  The  cows,  which  are  about  ninety  in  number,  fmall  and  great,  have 
their  foreheads  white  and  black,  which  is  difcerniblc  at  n  great  diftance ;  are  of  a  low 
flature  but  fat  and  fweet  beef ;  the  dogs,,  cats,  and  all  the  fea-fowls  of  this  ille  are 
fpeckled. 

The  foil  is  very  grateful  to  the  labourer,  producmg  ordmanly  fixteeri,  eighteen,  or 
twenty  fold  ;  their  grain  is  only  bear,  and  fome  oats  ;  the  barley  is  the  largeft  produced 
in  all  the  weftern  illes  ;  they  uie  no  plough  but  a  kind  of  crooked  fpade  ;  their  harrows 
are  of  wood  as  are  the  teeth  in  the  front  alfo,  and  all  the  rdt  fupplied  only  with  long  tan- 
pies  of  fea-ware  lied  to  the  harrow  by  the  fmall  ends ;  the  roots  hanging  loofe  behind, 
fcatter  the  clods  broken  by  the  wooden  teeth ;  this  they  are  forced  to  ufe  for  want  of 
vood.  Their  arable  land  is  very  nicely  parted  into  ten  divifions,  and  thefe  into  fub-di. 
.VOL.  HI.  4X  vifions. 
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viftons,  each  cliftiaguiffaed  by  the  name  of  fome.deceafed  9ian  or  woman,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  place  ;  there  is  one  fpot  called  Muha  Terra,  another  Multus  Agris.  Tho 
chief  ingredient  in  their  compoCls  isafhesaf  turf  mixed  with  ftraw;  with  ihefe  they  mix 
thdr  urine,  which  by  experience  they  find  to  have  much  of  the  vegetable  nitre  ;  they 
do  not  preferve  it  in  quantiries  as  elfewhere,  but  convey  it  imraediately  from  the  foun- 
tain to  the  afties,  which  by  daily  praftice  they  find  moft  advantageous ;  they  join  alfo  th^ 
bones,  wings,  and  entrails  of  their  fea-fowls  to  their  ftraw ;  they  fow  very  thick,  an(i* 
haTe  a  proportionable  growth  ;  they  pluck  all  their  bear  by  the  roots  in  handfuls,  both 
for  theuke  o£  their  houfes,  which  they  thatch  with  it,  and  their  cows  which  they  take  in 
during  the  winter ;  the  com  produced  by  this  compofl:  is  perfectly  free  from  any  kind  of 
weed  ;  it  produces  much  forrel  where  the  compoft  reaches.. 

The  -coaft  of  St.  Kilda,  and  the  leffer  ifles,  are  plentifully  fumifhed  with  variety  of 
cod,  ling,  mackarel,  congars,  braziers,  turbot,  graylords,  fythss;  thefe  latt  two  are  of 
the  fame  kind,  only  differing  in  bignefs;  Tome  call  them  black-mouths  ;  they  are  as 
large  as  any  falmon,  and  fomewhat  longer  ;  there  are  alfo  laitbs,  podlbes,  herring,  and 
many  more  ^  moft  of  thefe  are  fifhed  b-y  the  inhabitants  upon  the  rock,  for  they  have 
neither  nets  nor  long  lines.  Their  common: bait  is  the  limpets  or  paiellse,  parbuiled  ; 
they  ufe  likewife  the  fiefli  of  a  fowl  called  by  them  Bowger,  whicS^  the  filh  near  the  leffei? 
iiles  catch  greedily ;  fbmetimcs  they  ufe  the  bowger's  flefh,  and  the  patells  at  the  fame 
time  upon  one  hook,  and  this  proves  fucce&falalfo.  In  the  month  of  July  a  codTider- 
able  quantity  of  mackarel  run  themfelves  afliore,  but  always  with  a  iprfog  tide.  The 
amphibia  feen  here,  are  the  otters  and  feals ;  this  latter  the  inhabitants  reckon  very  gocxl 
meat ;  no  fort  of  trees,  not  even  the  leaft  Ihrub  grows  Here,  nor  has  a  bee  been  ever 
feen  here. 

Levinis,  a  rock  about  fourteen  paces  high,  and  thirty^in  circumference,  but  narrower 
at  the  top,  Hands  about  half  a  league  to  the  fouth-eall  bay,  covered  with  no  kind  of  earth 
orgrafs;  a  Ipring  of  frefh  water  ilTues  out  from  the  fide  of  it ;  this  rock,  by  an  ancient 
cultom,  belongs  tothe  galley's  crew.  Betwixt  the  weft  pant  of  St.  Kilda,  and  the  ifle, 
Soa,  is  the  famous  rock  Stackdonn,  i.e.  a  Mifchievous  Rock,  for  it  hath  proved  fo  to 
fome  of  their  number,  who  periflied  in  attempting  to  climb  it ;  it  is  much  of  the  form 
and  height  of  a»  fteeple  ;.  there  is  a  very  gr«t  dexterity,  and 'it  is  reckoned  no  foiall 
piece  of  gallantry,  to  cUmb  this  rock,  efpecially  that  part  of  it  called  the  Thumb,  which 
is  fo  little,  that  of  all  the  parts  of  a  man's  body,  the  thumb  only  can  lay  hold  on  it,  and 
that  mud'  be  only  for  the  fpace  of  one  minute }  during  which  time  his  feet  have  no  fup. 
port,  nor  any  part  of  his  body  touches  the  flone,  except  the  thumb,  in  which  minute  he 
muft  jump  by  the  help  of  his  thumb,  (the  agtiity  of  his  body  concurring  to  raife  him 
higher  at  the  fame  time)  to  a.  fliarp  point  of  Sie  rock,  which  when  he  has  got  hold  of, 
puts  him  out  of  danger,  and  having  a  rope  about  his  middle,  which  be  calls  down  to 
the  boat,  by  the  help  of  this  he  btings  up  as  many  perfonsas  are  defigned  for  fowling 
.  at  this  time  ;.  the  foreman,  or  {»incipal  climber  has  the  reward  of  four  fowls  bellowed 
Upon  him  over  and  above  his  proportion  ;  perhaps,  one  thight  think  four  ttiouiand  too 
little  to  compenfate  fo  great  a  d^g^r  as  this  man  incurs ;  but  he  has  the  advantage  by 
it,  of  being  recorded  among  their  gr^tell  heroes  j  as  are  all  the  foremen  who  lead  the 
van  in  getting  up  this  fam&  Mifchievous  Rock. 

Within  ptftol-ffaot  fromthis  place  is  the  ifle  Soa,  'a  mil«  and  an  half  in  circumference, . 
but  contra^ed  narrower  toward  the  top,  being  a  full  half  mite  in .  difficult  afcent  all 
round,  moft  of  it  bare,  rock,  fome  parts  of  it  covered  with  grafs,  but  dangerous  to  at 
cend ;  the  landing  is  alfo  very  hazardous,  both  in  r^rd  of  the  raging  fea,  and  the 
lock  that  muft.be  cUmbed  >  yet  the  inhat^ants  are  accuftomed  to  carry  burthens,  both 
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«p  it  asd  down,  abd  of  this  I  was  once  a  witnefs.  There  is  Tcarce  any  landing  here,  e^c- 
cept  in  one  place,  and  that  under  favour  of  a  weft  wind  and  neap  tide ;  the  waves  upon 
the  rock  diTcover  when  it  is  accefTible  ;  if  they  appear  white  from  St.  Kilda,  the  inhabit- 
tants  do  not  fo  much  as  offer  to  launch  out  their  boat,  in  order  to  land  in  Soa,  or  any 
other  ille  or  rock,  though  their  lives  were  at  ftake.  This  little  jQe  is  fumifhed  with  an 
excellent  fpring,  the  grafs  is  very  fweet,  feeds  five  hundred  fiieep,  each  of  which  generally 
has  two  or  three  lambs  at  a  binh,  and  every  Iamb  fo  fruitful,  that  it  brings  forth  another 
before  itfelfis  a  year  old.  The  fame  is  alfo  obfcrved  of  lambs  in  the  little  ifles  adjacent 
to  thofe  df  Harries  and  North-Wift.  The  ftieep  in  the  ifle  Soa  are  never  milked,  which 
difpolies  them  to  be  the  more-prolific :  there  are  none  to  catch  them  but  the  inhabitants, 
whom  I  have  feen  purfue  the  flieep  nimbly  down  the  fteqt  ddcent,  with  as  great  free- 
dom as  if  it  had  been  a  plain  field. 

This  ifle  abounds  with  an  infinite  number  of  fowl,  as  fulmar,  lavy,  falk,  bowger,  &c. 

There  was  a  cock-boat  fome  two  years  ago  came  from  a  fliip  for  water,  being  ^vour- 
ed  by  a  por&d  cahn ;  the  men  difcemed  a  prod^ous  number  of  eggs  upon  the  rocks, 
which  tempted  them  to  venture  near  the  place,  and  at  laft  obtained  a  competent  num- 
ber of  them ;  one  of  the  feamen  was  indufirious  enough  to  put  them  into  his  breeches, 
which  he  took  ofi*  for  that  purpoie ;  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  ifle  that  day  were  fpe£tators  of  this  diverfion,  and  were  offended  at  it,  being 
done  without  their  confent ;  they  therefore  devifed  an  expedient,  which  at  once  robbed 
the  feamen  of  their  eggs  and  the  breeches ;  it  was  thus :  they  found  n  few  loofe  ftones 
in  the  fuperficies  of  the  rock,  fome  of  which  they  let  fall  down  perpendicularly  above 
the  feamen,  the  terror  of  which  obliged  them  quickly  to  remove,  abandoning  both 
breeches  and  eggs  for  their  fafety ;  and  the  tarpaulin  breeches  were  no  fmall  ornament 
in  a  place  where  all  wore  girded  plaids. 

About  two  leagues  and  a  half  to  the  north  of  St.  Kilda,  is  the  rock  Stack-Ly,  two 
hundred  paces  in  circumference,  and  of  a  great  heighth,  bdng  a  perfed  triangle  turn- 
ing to  a  point  at  the  top ;  it  is  vifible  above  twenty  leagues  diilant  m  a  fair  day,  and  ap- 
pears blue ;  there  is  no  grafs  nor  earth  to  cover  it,but  fometimes  perfeSly  white  wit\ 
Solan  geefe  fitting  on  and  about  it.  One  would  think  it  next  to  impofiible  to  climb 
this  rock,  which  I  expreffed,  beii^  very  near  it- ;  but  the. inhabitants  alTured  me  it  was 
practicable,  and  to  convince  me  of  the  truth  of  it,  they  bid  me  look  up  near  the  top^ 
where  I  petceived  a  ftone  pyramid-houfe,  which  the  inhabitants  built  for  lodging  ihem- 
felves  in  it  in  Auguft,  at  which  time  the  feafbn'proves  inconfUnt  there ;  this  obhges  the 
inhabitants  in  pomt  of  prudence  to  fend  a  competent  number  of  thofe  to  whofe  fhare 
the  let  falls;  thefeare  tojand  on  this  rockfomedaysbefore  the  Solan  geefe  take  wing; 
if  they  negled  this  piece  of  fore-fight,  one  w^ndy  day  may  difappcMnt  them  of  five,  fix, 
or  feven  thoufand  Solan  g«fe,  which  this  rock  affords  yearly.  They  are  fo  very  nu- 
tiierouE  here,  that  they  cannot  be  divided  in  refped  to  their  lands,  as  elfewhere ;  this 
therefore  is  the  reafon  why  they  fend  here  by  lots,  and  thofe  who  are  fent  ad  for  the  ~ 
public  interefl,  and  when  they  have  knocked  on  the  head  all  that  may  be  reached,  they 
then  carry  them  to  a  fharp  point,  called  the  Calling  Point,  from  whence  they  thyow 
(hem  into  the  fea,  for  the  height  is  fuch  that  they  dare  not  throw  them  into  the  b<^,  until 
the  boatmen  cry  enough,  left  the  fea,  which  faasa  tlrong  current  there  fhould  carry  theih 
«fif,  as  it  does  fometimes,  if  too  many  are  thrown  down  at  once :' thus  by  degrees,  getting 
all  in,  they  return  home ;  and  after  their  arrival  every  man  has  his  fhare  proportioned  to 
his  lands,  and  what  remains  under  the  number  ten,  is  due  to  the  ofScer  as  a  part  of  his 
yearly  lalary.  In  this-rock  the  Solan  geefe  are  allowed  to  hatch  their  firf):  eggs,  but  it  is 
not  fo  in  the  rocks  next  to  be  defcribed ;  and  that  for  this  reafon,  Uiat  if  all  were  allowed  «4 
4X  a  iu{cli 
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hatch  at  the  fame  time>  the  lofs  of  the  produA  in  one  rock  would  at  the  fame  time  prove 
the  lofs  of  all  the  red,  lince  all  would  take  win^  pretiy  nearly  at  the  fame  time. 

The  ifle  Borera  lies  near  half  a  league  from  Stack-Ly,  to  the  north-eaft  of  it,  bnng  ia 
orcumference  one  mile  and  an  half;  it  feeds  about  four  hundred  (heep  per  annum,  and 
would  feed  more,  did  not  the  Solan  geefe  pluck  a  large  fhare  of  the  grafs  for  their  nefts. 

This  ifle  is  very  high,  all  rock,  inaccefhble  except  in  a  calm,  and  has  only  one  place 
for  landing,  towards  the  fouth :  in  the  well  end  of  this  ifle  is  Stallir-Houfe,  which  is 
much  larger  than  that  of  the  female  warrior  in  St.  Kilda,  but  of  the  fame  model  in  all 
refpeds  ;  it  is  all  green  without  like  a  little  hill ;  the  inhabitants  have  a  tradition  that  it 
was  built  by  one  StalUr,  a  devout  hermit  of  St.  Kilda ;  and  had  he  indeed  travelled  the 
univerfe  he  could  fcarcely  have  found  a  more  folitary  place  for  a  monadic  life. 

There  araabout  forty  ftone  pyramids  in  this  ifle,  for  drying  and  prefervini;  their  fowl. 
He.  Thefe  little  houfes  are  all  of  loofe  flones,  and  feen  at  fome  dillance  ;  here  is  alfo 
a  furprizing  number  of  fowl,  the  grafs  as  well  as  the  rocks  filled  with  them.  The  SoUn 
geefe  poffefs  it  for  the  molt  part ;  they  are  always  ma(ler$  wherever  they  come,  and 
havealready^banifhed  feveral  fpecies  of  fowl  from  this  ifle. 

An  earthquake  was  felt  here  in  the  year  1686,  which  lafted  only  for  a  few  minutes ; 
it  was  very  amazing  to  th«  poor  people,  who  were  unacquainted  with  any  fuch  commo. 
lion  before,  or  fmce- 

To  the  wefl  of  Borera  lies  the  rock  Stack-Narmin,  within  piflot  fliot;  this  rock  is 
half  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  as  inacceflible  as  any  of  the  above-mentioned  ;  there 
is  a  poflibility  of  landing  6nly  in  two  places ;  nor  that  but  in  a  perfed  calm,  and  after 
landing  the  danger  in  climbing  is  very  fireat.  The  rock  has  ndther  earth  or  grafs  to 
cover  U,  has  a  fountain  of  good  water  ifluing  out  above  the  middle  of  it,  running  eaft* 
criy,  and  abounds  with  Solan  geefe  and  other  fowl ;  here  are  feveral  (lone  pyramids,  as 
.Well  for  lodging  the  inhabitants  that  attend  the  feaftfns  of  the  Solan  geefe,  as  for  thofe 
that  prefevfe  and  dry  them.  The  fea  rifes  and  rages  extremely  upon  this  rock :  we  had 
the  curiofity,  being  invited  by  a  fair  day,  to  vifit  it  for  pleafure,  but  we  found  it  very 
hazardous ;  the  waves  from  under  our  boat  rebounding  from  ofif  tlie  rock,  and  mouot* 
ing  over  our  heads,  we  durftnot  venture  to  land,  though  men  with  ropes  were  feot  be- 
fore us  ;  we  thought  it  indeed  hazard  enough  to  be  near  this  rock ;  the  wind  btoning 
frefh,  we  had  much  difHcuIty  to  reach  St.  Kilda  again.  I  remember  they  brought  eight 
hundred  of  the  preceding  year's  Solan  geefe  dried  in  their  pyramids ;  after  our  landing, 
the  geefe  being  call  together  in  one  heap  upon  the  ground,  the  owners  fell  to  fliare  out 
each  man  hisown  ;  at  which  I  was  a  little  furprifed,  they  being  all  of  a  tribe ;  but  having 
found  upon  enquiry  that  every  goofe  carried  a  diflinguifliing  mart  on  the  foot,  peculiar 
to  the  owner,  1  was  then  fatis^ed  in  this  piece  of  fmgularity. 

There  is  a  violent  current,  whether  ebb  or  flood,  upon  all  the  coafts  of  St.  Kilda,  the 
lefler  ifles  and  rocks.  It  is  obfervcd  to  be  more  impetuous  with  fpHng  than  neap  tides ; 
-  there  are  eddies  on  all  the  coads,  except  at  a  fharp  point  where  the  tides  keep  their 
due  courfej  the  ebb  fourherly,  and  flood  northerly. 

A  fouth-eafl  moon  caufes  high  tide  ;  the  fpring-tides  are  always  at  the  full  and  new 
moon ;  the  two  days  following  ihcy  are  higher,  and  from  :hat  time  decr^afe  until  th: 
iocreafe  of  the  muon  again,  with  which  it  rifes  gradually  till  the  fecond  after xhe  full 
moon.  1  his  obfervation  the  teamen  find  to  hold  true  betwixt  the  Mule  of  Kantyre,  and 
iAte  Farrow  Head  in  Strathnaver. 

The  land  fowls  produced  here  are  hawks  extraordinary  good,  eagles,  plovers,  crows, 

wrens,  flone-cbaker,  craker,  cuckoo  ;  this  lafl  is  faid  very  rarely  to  be  feen  here,  and 

tlut  upon  extraordinary  occaHons,  fuch  as  the  death  of  the  proprietor  Mack-Leod,  the 
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fteward's  death,  or  the  arrival  of  fome  notable  (Iranger.  T  was  not  able  to  forbear 
laughing  at  this  rela[ion,  as  founded  only  upon  tancy  ;  which  [  no  looner  exprefied, 
than  the  inhabitants  wondered  at  my  incredulity,  faying  that  all  (heir  anceftors  for  a 
feries  of  feveral  i^es  had  remarked  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  and  fur  a  further  con- 
firmation appealed  to  the  prefent  fteward,  whether  he  had  not  known  this  obfervation 
to  have  been  true,  both  in  his  own  and  his  father's  time,  who  was  alfo  fteward  before 
hiin  ?  After  a  particular  inquiry,  he  told  me,  that  both  in  his  own  and  father's  life, 
time  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  had  been  conOantly  bi.'lieved,  and  that  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants  now  living  have  obferved  the  cuckno  to  have  appeared  after  the  death  of  the 
two  laft  proprietors,  and  the  two  laft  llewards,  and  alfo  hefore  the-arrival  of  feveral 
ftrangers  ;  it  was  taken  notice  of  before  our  arriv  il,  which  they  afcribe  to  my  coming 
there  as  the  only  ftrancer,  the  niinifler  having  been  thfre  befcre. 

The  fea-fowl  are,  firll,  gairfowl,  bting  the  llateHell,  as  wl'11  as  the  larged  fort,  and 
above  the  fize  of  a  Solan  gnofe,  of  a  black  colour,  r<.d  about  the  eyps,  a  Urge  white  fpot 
under  each,  a  long  broad  bill ;  it  ftands  ft.itely,  its  whole  body  fl-cfted,  its  wings  fliort, 
files  not  at  ail ;  lays  its  egg  upon  the  bare  rock,  which,  if  talien  away,  ftie  lays  no  more 
for  that  year ;  ihe  is  whole-footed,  and  has  the  hatching  fpot  upon  her  breafl,  /.  e.  a  baro 
fpot  from  which  the  feathers  have  fillcn  off  with  the  heat  in  hatching  ;  i:t.  egg  is  twice 
as  big  as  that  of  a  Solan  goofe,  and  is  varioufly  fpoitpfl,  black,  green,  and  dark;  it 
comes  without  regard  to  any  wind,  appears  the  tint  of  May,  and  goes  away  about  the 
middle  of  June. 

The  ±}btan  gnofe,  as  Ibme  imagine  from  the  Irifli  werd  Sou*l-er,  corrupted  and 
adapted  to  the  Scottifli  lang'ffage,  qui  eculis  irretortis  i  /onginquo  refpicit  pradam,  equals 
a  common  goofe  in  bignefs ;  is  by'mealure  from  the  tip  ot  the  bill  to  th;^  extremity  of 
the  foot  thirty-four  inches  long,  aixl  to  the  end  of  the  tail  thirty-nine ;  the,wings  ex- 
tend very  far,  ihere  being  f'^veiitv-two  inches  dillance  betuixt  the  extreme  tips;  its  bill 
is  long,  Itraight.  of  adark  colour,  a  little  crouk.'d  at  the  point ;  behind  the  eyes  the  Ikin 
of  the  ftde  of  the  head  is  baie  of  leathtrs,  the  ears  fmall,  the  eyes  hazel-coloured;  it 
bath  four  toes,  the  f 'et  and  legs  black  as  tar  as  thsy  are  bare  ;  ihe  plumage  is  like  that 
of  a  gnufc.  The  colour  of  the  old  ones  is  while  all  over,  excepting  the  extreme  tips 
of  the  wings,  which  are  bbck,  and  the  top  of  the  head,  which  is  yellow,  as  fome  think 
the  efftft  of  age.  The  young  ones  are  of  adark  hrown  colour,  turning  white  after  they 
areayearo'd ;  its  egg  lomewhat  l^fs  than  fat  of  d  land-gooie,  fma^l  at  each  end,  and 
calls  a  thick  fcurf,  and  has  little  or  no  yolk  ;  the  inh^ibitanis  are  ^ccultomed  to  drink  it 
raw,  having  from  exp.'rience  found  it  very  pefloral  and  cephalic.  I  ht^  Solan' geefe 
hatch  by  turns.  When  it  returns  from' its  fi{hing,  it  catries  five  or  fix  herrings  in  its 
gorget,  all  entire  and  undigelied  :  upon  its  arrival  at  the  ne(t,  the  hatching  fowl  puts 
its  head  in  the  hQi^r  s  throat,  arjd  pulls  out  the  tilh  with  its  bill  as  with  a  pincer,  and 
that  u  ith  very  great  noife,  which  I  had  occafion  frequently  to  oblerve.-  They  continue 
to  pluck  grafs  tor  their  nells  horn  their  coming  in  M-^ch  till  the  young  fowl  is  ready  to 
fly  in  Augult  or  September,  according  as  the  inh4.bitanis  take  or  leave  the  firft  or  fecond 
eggs.  It  is  remarkable  they  never  pluck  ^tjSs  but  on  a  windy  day  ;  the  rrafon  the  in- 
habitants give  fcr  this  is,  that  a  windy  day  is  their  vacation  from  hfhing,  and  they  beftov 
it  upon  this  employment,  which  proves  fatal  to  many  of  them  ;  for,  after  thdr  fatigue, 
they  often  fall  aileep,  and  the  inhabitants,  taking  the  opportunity,  are  ready  at  hand  to 
knock  them  on  the  head.  Their  food  is  herring,  mackarel,  and  fyes.  Englilh  hook**^ 
are  often  found  in  the  llomachs  both  of  young  and  old  Solan  geefe,  though  none  of  this 
kind  are  ufed  nearer  than  the  iOes  twenty  l«sigueS  diftant }  this  mu^  happen  eUher  from 
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the  fiSi  pulling  away  the  hpoks  in  thofe  ifles  and  then  going  to  St.  Kilda,  or  by  thar 
.  being  cai'ried  thither,  by  the  old  geefe. 

The  Soltn  geefe  are  always  the  fureft  fign  of  herrings,  for  wherever  the  one  is  feen 

the  other  is  never  far  off.  There  is  a  tribe  of  barren  Solan  geefe  which  have  no  nefU, 
'  ,'and  fit  upoD  the  bare  rock ;  thefe  are  not  the  young  fowls  of  a  year  old,  whofe  dark 
'  colour  would  foon  diftinguilh  theni«  but  old  ones,  in  all  things  like  the  rell ;  thefe 
■bavs  a  province,  as  it  were,  allotted  them,  and  are  in  a  feparate  Hate,  having  a  flock 
-two  hundred  paces  diAant  from  all  other ;  neither  do  they  meddle  with,  or  ap- 
"proach  to  thofe  hatching,  or  any  other  fowl ;  they  fympathize  and  fifti  together :  tius 

was  told  me  by  the  inhabitants,  and  afterwards  confirmed  feveral  times  by  my  own 
}Obfervatton. 

The  Solan  geefe  hare  always  fome  of  their  number  keeping  centry  in  the  night,  and 
Sf  they  jb-e  furprized,  as  it  often  happens,  all  the  flock  are  taken  one  after  another ;  but 
if  the  centinel  be  awake  at  the  approach  oi  the  creeping  fowlers,  and  hear  a  noife,  it 
jcries  fofily,  Grog,  grvg,  at  which  the  Sock  move  not ;  but  if  the  centinel  fees  or  hears 
*he  fowlec  approaching,  he  cries  quickly.  Sir,  i>tr,  which  fliould  feem  to  import  danger, 
/ince  immediately  after  the  whole  tribe  take  wing,  leaving  the  fowler  alono  on  the  rock 
fo  return  home  re  infedS,  all  his  labour  for  that  night  being  fpent  in  vain.  Apolktoius 
Tyanseus  might  have  here^und  a  large  field  of  diverfion,  who  is  faid  to  have  travelled 
over  many  kmgdoms,  to  l^m  the  language  of  beads  and  birds. 

Befides  this  way  of  ftealing  upon  them  in  the  night-time,  they  are  alfo  catched  in 
common  gins  of  horfo-halr,  from  which  they  ftruggle  lefs  to  extricate  themfelves  than 
any  other  £[nvl,  notwithilanding  their  lize  and  firength ;  they  are  alfo  caught  in  the 
herring- k>ches  with  a  board  fet  on  purpofe  to  float  above  water,  upon  it  a  herring  is 
iuced,  which  the  goofe  percdving,  flies  up  to  a  competent  height,  till  finding  himfelf 
in  a  firaighl  line  above  die  fifli,  bends  his,  courfe  pa^endiculariy  piercing  the  air,  as  an 
arrow  from  a  bow,  hits  the  board,  into  which  he  runs  his  bill  with  all  his  force,  and  is 
irrecoverably  taken.  The  Solan  goofe  comes  about  the  middle  of  March  with  a  S.  W, 
wind,  warm  fnow,  or  rain,  and  goes  away,  according  as  the  inhabitants  determine 
the  time,  /.  e.  by  taking  away  or  living  its  .egg,  whether  at  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third 
time  he  lays. 

The  fulmar  ip  bignefs  equals  the  malls  of  the  fecond  rate ;  its  wings  very  long,  the 
outfide  of  which  are  of  a  greyilh  \diite  colour,  the  infide  and  breafl:  all  white,  a  thick 
bill  two  inches  long,  crooked  and  prominent  at  the  end,  with  wide  noftrils  in  the  middle, 
alt  ofa  pale  colour  ;  the  upper  mandible,  or  jaw,  hangs  over  the  lower  on  both  fides 
and  at  the  point,  the  feet  pale,  not  very  broad,  with  ihaq>  toes,  and  a  back  toe ;  it 
picks  food  out  of  the  backs  of  living  whaies,  it,  as  is  faid,  ufes  forrel  with  it,  for  both  are 
found  in  its  neft ;  it  lays  its  egg  -commonly  the  firll,  fecond,  or  third  Jay  of  May ; 
which  is  larger  than  that  of  a  SoJaa  goofe  egg,  of  a  white  colour,  and  very  thin,  the 
fliell  fo  very  tender  that  it  breaks  in  pieces  if  the  feafon  proves  rainy ;  when  the  egg  is 
«nce  taken  away  it  lays  no  more  that  year  like  other  fowl ;  the  young  ones  are  hatched 
in  the  middle  of  June,  and  are  ready  to  take  wing  before  the  twentieth  of  Ju^  i  it  comes 
in  November,  the  iiire  meffenger  of  evil  tidings,  being  always  accompanied  with  boiAer- 
«iiB  weft  wuids,  great  fnow,  rain,  or  hail,  and  is  the  only  fea-fowl  that  ftays  here  all 
die  year,  except  the  month  ofSeptenber  and  part  of  October.  The  inbai^tants  prefer 
this,  whether  young  or  old,  to  all  other;  the  old  is  of  a  delicate  ta&e,  is  a  mixture  (^ 
bl  and  lean',  the  fleffa  white,  no  blood  to  be  found  but  in  .the  head  and  neck ;  the 
^oung  is  all  ftitj  except  the  bones,  having  no  blood  bat  in  ttje  bqad  j  and  when  the 
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yming  fulmar  Is  ready  to  take  wing,  upon  being  approached,  ejeGs  a  quantity  of  pure 
oil  GUI  at  his  bill,  and  will  be  certain  to  hit  any  that  attack  him>  m  the  face,  though 
feven  paces  dilUnt ;  this  he  ufes  of  by  way  of  defence,  but  the  inhabitants  take  care 
to  prevent  it  by  futprizing  the  fowl  behind,  having  for  this  purpofe  a  wooden  difh  fixed 
to  the  end  of  their  rods,  which  they  hold  before  his  bill  as  he  fpouts  out  the  oil ;  they 
furprize  hiin  alfo  from  behind  by  uking,  hold  of  his  bill,  which  they  tie  with  a  thread, 
and  upon  their  return  home  they  untie  it  with  a  dilh  under  to  receive  the  oil ;  this  oil 
is  fometimes  of  a  reddllh,  fonietimes  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  the  inhabitants  and  other 
iflanders  put  a  great  vulue  upon  it,  and  afe  it  as  a  cathoUccm  for  difeafes,  efpecially  for 
pains  in  the  bones.  Hitches,  &c.  fome  in  the  a<ijaceDt  ifles  ufe  it  ai  purge,  others  as  an' 
emetic  ;  it  is  hot  in  quality,  and  forcesits  palTage  through  any  wooden. veffel. 

The  fulmar  is  a  fure  prognofticator  of  the  weft-wind  j  if  ifc  comes  to  land,  no  weft 
wind  is  to  be  expefled  for  fome  time,  but  if  it  keeps  at  fea,  or  goes  to  iea  from  the  land, 
whether  the  wind  blow  from  the  foutb,  norrfi,  or  eaft,  or  whether  it  is  a  perfed  calm,, 
his  keeping,  the  fea  is  always  a  certain  prefage  of  an  aproaching  weft-wind  ;  from  that 
quarter  he  is  obferved  to  return  with  his  prey  j  its  egg  is  as  large  as  that  of  a  Solaa 
goofe,  white  in  colour,  fharp  at  one  end,  fomewhat  blunt  at  the  other. 

The  fcraber,  fo  called  in  St.  Kilda,  in  the  Farro  IHands  pufEnet^  in  Holland  the  Green- 
land dove,  has  a  fmall  bill  ftiarp  pointed,  a  little  crooked  ac  the  end,  and  prominent ;: 
it  is  as  large  as  a  pigeon,  irs  whole  body  being  black,  except  a  white  fpot  on  each  wing  ;^ 
its  egg  grey,  fharp  at  one  end,  and  blunt  at  the  other. 

It  comes  in  the  month  of  March,  and  in  the  night-lime,  without  regard  to  any  wind ;, 
it  is  never  to  be  feen  but  in  the  night,  being  all  the  day  either  abroad  at  fifhing,  or  upooi 
its  neft,  which  it  digs  very  far  under  ground,  from  whence  it  never  comes  in  day-light ; 
it  picl^  its  food  out  of  the  living  whak-,  with  which  they  fay,  it  ufes  forrel,,  and 
both  are  found  in  its  neft.  The  young  puffin  is  as  fat  as  the  young  fulmar,  and-  goes-- 
away  in  Augoft,  if  hs  firft  egg  be  fpared. 

The  lavy,  fo  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda,  by  the  Welch  guillem,  is  nearl]^ 
as  big  as  a  duck  ;  its  head  and  upper-ftdeof  the  neck  all  downwards  of  a  darkbrown,. 
the  breaft  white,  the  bill  ftraight  and  Iharp  poimed ;  the  upper  chop  himgiog  over  the 
lower ;  its  feet  and  claws  black. 

Its  egg  in  bignefs  is  near  to  that  of  a  goefe  egg,  fliarp  at  one  end,  and  blunt  at  the 
other;  the  colour  of  it  prettily  mixed  with  green  and  black;  others  of  them  are  of  a 
pale  colour,  with  red  and  brown  ftreaks,  but  the  latter  is  very  rare  ;  this  egg  for  ordi*- 
nary  food  is  by  the  inhabitants  and  others,  preferred  above  all  the  eggs  had  here^ 
This  fowl  comes  with  a  fouth-weft  wind,  if  fair,  the  twentieth  of  February  ;  the  time  of 
Its  going  away  depends  upon  the  inhabitants  taking  oc  leaving  its  hrft,  fecond,.  or  third. 
egg  :  ifit  ftaya  upon  land  for  the  fpace  of  three  days  without  intermiffion,  it-  is  a  fign  of 
foutherly  wind  and  fair  weather,  but  if  it  goes  to  fea  before  the  rtiird  expires*  it  is  then. 
a  fign  of  a  ftorm. 

The  bird,  by  the  inhabitants  called  the  falk,  the  razor-bill  in  the  weft  of  England^  riie- 
awk  in  the  north,  the  murre  in  Cornwall,  alea  boeri,  is  a  fize  lefa  than  the  Uvy  ;  its 
head,  neck,  back,  and  tail-  black  ;  the  infide  toward  the  middle  of  the  Oiroat  white,  the 
throat  under  the  chin  of  a  dulky  black  ;  beyond  the  noftrils  in  the  upper  jaw  is  a  fiuv 
TOW  deeper  than  that  in  the  coulter-neb  ;  the  upper  chop  crooked  at  the  end,  and.hanes 
over  the  lower,  both  having  tranfverfc  furrows,  ft  lays  its  e^g  in  May,  its  young  taKS.- 
.wing  the  middle  of  July,  ifthe  inhabitants  do  not  determine  its  ftay  longer,  by  taking 
the  egg,  which  in  bignefs  is  next  to  the  lavy,  or  guiUen  ^g,  vod  is  vanoufly  fpvtte^, 
fiiarp  at  one  end  and  blunt  at  the  othen 


y  Google. 


7l»  MAR.TIN'3   VOTAOB   to  ST.  EILDA. 

,  The  bowger,  fo  called  by  thofe  in  St.  Kilda,  couller-neb  by  tliofe  in  the  Farn  Iflandi, 
and  in  Cornwall,  pope,  is  of  the  Hze  of  a  pigeon,  its  bill  fhort,  broad,  and  comprefied 
fidewife,  contrary  to  the  bills  of  ducks,  of  a  triangular  figure,  and  ending  in  a  fliarp 
point,  the  upper  jaw  arcuate  and  crooked  at  the  point ;  the  noftrils  are  long  holes 
produced  by  the'aperture  of  the  mouth ;  the  bill  is  of  two  colours,  near  the  head  (^ 
an  afti  colour,  and  red  towards  the  point ;  the  feet  are  yellow,  the  claws  of  a  dark  blue  ; 
the  whole  back  black,  bread  and  belly  white.  They  breed  in  holes  under  groundjand 
come  with  a  fouth-wefl  wind  about  the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  lay  their  egg  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  April,  and  produce  the  fowl  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  if  their  firft  egg  be  not 
taken  away ; '  it  is  fliarp  at  one  end  and  blunt  nt  tlie  other. 

The  affilag  is  as  Urge  as  a  linnet,  black  bill,  wide  noftrils  at  the  upper  part, 
crooked  at  the  point  like  the  fulmar's  bill.  It  comes  about  the  twenty-fecond  of 
March,  without  any  regard  to  winds,  lays  its  egg  about  the  twentieth  of  May,  and 
produces  the  fowl  towards  the  middle  of  October,  then  goes  away  about  the  end  of 
November. 

There  are  three  forts  of  fea>malls  here  :  the  firft  of  a  grey  colour,  like  a  goofe ;  the 
fecond  confiderably  lefs,  and  of  a  grey  colour  ;  and  the  third  fort  white,  and  lefs  in  fize 
than  a  tame  duck ;  the  inhabitants  call  it  reddag  ;  it  comes  the  fifteenth  of  April  with 
a  fouth-well  wind,  lays  its  egg  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  goes  away  in  the  month 
of  Auguft. 

The  tirma,  or  fca-pie,  by  the  inhalMtants  called  trilichan,  comes  in  May,  goes  away 
in  Auguft:  if  it  comes  the  beginning  of  May  it  is  a  fignof  a  good  fummer,  if  later,  the 
contrary  is  obferved.     This  fowl  is  cloven-footed,  and  confequently  fwims  not. 

It  is  obfenred  of  all  the  fca-fowls  here,  that  they  are  btteft  in  time  of  hatching,  ex- 
-  c^t  the  Solan  geefe. 

Every  fowl  lays  an  egg  three  different  times,  except  the  gair-fowl  and  fulmar,  which 
lay  but  once  :  if  the  firll  or  fecond  egg  be  taken  away,  every  fowl  lays  but  one  other 
egg  that  year,  except  the  fea-malls,  and  they  ordinarily  lay  the  third  egg,  whether  the 
firft  and  fecond  eggs  be  taken  away  or  no, 

-  ITie  inhabitants  obferve,  that  when  the  April  moon  goes  far  in  May,  the  fowls  are 
ten  or  twelve  days  later  in  laying  their  eggs,  than  ordinarily  they  uf&  to  be. 

The  inhabitants  likewife  fay,  that  of  ihefe  fowls  there  firft  come  over  fome  fpies,  of 
liarbingers,  efpeciallyof  the  Solan  geefe,  towering  about  the  Iflands  where  their  nefts 
are,  and  that  when  they  have  made  a  review  thereof  they  fly  away,  and  in  two.  or  three 
days  after  the  whole  tribe  are  feen  coming.  X^'hither  the  fowls  fly,  and  where  they 
fpend  their  winter,  the  inhabitants  are  utterly  ignorant  of. 

The  eggs  are  found  to  be  of  an  aftringent  and  windy  quality  to  ftrangers,  but,  it  feems, 
are  not  fo  to  the  iahalatants,  who  are  ufed  to  eat  them  from  the  neft.  Our  men  upon 
4heir  arrival  eadng  greedily  of  them  became  coftive  and  feverifh,  fome  had  the  hemor- 
rhoid veins  fwelled ;  Mr  Campbell  and  I  were  at  no  fmail  trouble  before  we  could 
reduce  them  to  their  ordinary  temper;  we  ordered  a  glifter  for  them  made  of  the  roots 
offedges,  frefti  butter,  and  fait,  which,  being  adminiftered,  had  its  wifhed-for  effeO ; 
the  inhatntants  reckoned  this  an  extraordinary  performance,  being,  it  leems,  the  firft  (k 
the  kind  they  had  ever  heard  of. 

.  They  preferve  their  eggs  commonly  in  the  ftone  pyramids,  fcatterfng  the  burnt  afhes 
«f  turf  tmder  and  about  them,  to  defend  them  from  the  air,  drynefs  bang  their  only 
prefervatire,  and  moifture  their  corruption ;  they  preferve  them  fix,  feven,  or  eight 
months,  as  abovefiud,  and  then  they  become  appetizing  and  loofening,  efpecially  thofe 
that  begin  to  turn. 

That 
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That  fuch  a  great  number  of  wild  fowl  are  fo  tame,  as  to  be  eafily  taken  by  the  rods 
and  gins,  is  not  to  be  much  admired  by  any  who  will  be  at  the  pains  to  confider  the  rca- 
fon»  which  is  the  great  inclination  of  propagating  their  Tpecies ;  To  powerful  is  the  na- 
tural affection  for  their  ofispring,  that  they  choofe  rather  to  die  upon  the  egg,  or  fowl, 
than  efcape  with  their  own  Uves,  (which  they  could  do  in  a  minute)  and  leave  either  of 
thefe  to  be  deftroyed. 

It  deferves  our  confideration  to  reflet  ferioufly  upon  the  natural  propenfity  and  fa- 
gactiy  of  thefe  animals  in  their  kind  ;  which,  if  compared  with  many  rational  creatures, 
do  far  oBtftrip  them,  and  juftly  obey  the  {uefcript  of  their- natures,  by  living  up  unto 
that  inftind  that  Providence  has  given  them. 

The  iohabirants  here  are  originally  defcended  of  tbofe  of  the  adjacent  ifles,  Lewis, 
Harries,  South  and  .North  Vitt,  and  Sky  :  both  fexes  are  naturally  grave,  and  of  a 
fair  comf4exion ;  fuch  as  are  not  fair  are  natives  only  for  an  age  or  two,  but  their  off- 
fpring  proves  furer  than  themfelves. 

There  are  feveral  of  them  would  be  reckoned  among  beauties  of  the  6rft  rank,  were 
they  upon  a  level  with  others  in  their  drefs. 

Both  men  and  women  are  well  proportioned,  nothing  diflfering  from  thofe  of  the  ifles 
and  continent.  The  prefent  generation  comes  fliort  of  the  lad  in  (Ireagh  and  longevity. 
They  fliewed  us  huge  big  (lones  carried  by  the  Others  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  now 
living  ;  any  of  which  is  a  burthen  too  heavy  for  any  two  of  the  prefent  inhat»tants  to 
raife  from  the  ground,  and  this  change  is  all  within  the  compafs  of  forty  years.  But 
notwithftanding  this,  any  one  inhabiting  St.  Kilda  is  always  reputed  ftronger  than  two 
of  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  ifle  of  Harries,  or  the  adjacent  idea.  Thofe  of  St. 
Kilda  have  generally  but  very  thin  beards,  and  thofe  too  do  not  appear  till  they  arrive  at 
the  age  of  thirty,  and  in  Tome  not  till  after  thirty-five ;  they  have  all  but  a  few  hain 
upon  the  upper  lip,  and  point  of  the  chin. 

Both  fexes  have  a  lifp,  but  more  efpeeially  the  women,  ndther  df  them  pronouncing 
the  letters  d,  g,  or  r.  I  remember  a  ftory  of  a  craker  that  lifped  (two  years  ago)  the 
boys  of  the  place  took  notice  of,  and  were  pleafed  to  hear  him,  and  to  ape  his  cry ;  one 
of  the  fteward's  men  beholding  them,  enquired  the  meaning  of  iheir  noife,  which,  he 
told  them,  was  ridiculous  ;  they  returned  anfwer,  that  it  was  worth  his  while  to  behold 
the  fport  of  a  lifping  craker,  whom  they  aped ;  but  the  man  replied,  that  they  played 
the  fool,  for  the  craker  diverted  himfetf^  in  lifpmg  after  them,  and  charged  them  with 
that  imperfeAion ;  the  boys  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  away  they  ran,  and  left  the  craker 
to  cry  and  hfp  as  he  pleafed. 

There  are  fome  of  both  fexes  who  havtf  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  are  great  admiren 
of  mufic :  the  trump  or  Jew's  harp  is  die  only  mulical  inllniment  they  have,  which 
difpofes  them  to  dance  mightily.  Their  fight  is  extraordinary  good,  and  they  can  dlf- 
cern  things  at  a  great  diftance  ;  they  have  very  good  memories,  and  are  refolute  in  their 
undertakings,  chatle,  and  honefl*,  but  reputed  jealous  of  their  wives.  They  argue 
ckifely,  and  with  lefs  pafhon  than  other  iOandcrs,  or  thofe  inhabiting  the  high-lands  on 
the  continent. 

They  are  very  cunning,  and  there  is  fcarcc  any  circumventing  of  them  in  traffic  and 
bartering  i  the  voice  of  one  is  the  vmce  of  all,  being  |11  of  of  a  piece, '  one  common 
intereft  uniting  them  firmly  together.  They  marry  very  young,  the  women  at  about 
thirteen  or  fourteen  j  and  are  nice  in  examining  the  degrees  or  confanguinity  before 
marriage.  They  give  fuck  to  their  children  for  two  years.  The  mofl  ancient  perfon 
among  them  at  prefent  is  not  above  «ghty  years  old, 
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Providence  is  very  fevourable  to  them  in  ihat  they  are  not  infefted  with  feveral  dif- 
eafes  which  are  fo  predominant  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world :  the  diftcmper  that  moft 
prevails  here  is  the  fpotled  fever,  and  that  too  confined  to  one  tribe,  to  whom  this  difeafe 
is,  as  it  were,  become  hereditary  ;  othws  are  liable  to  fluxes,  fevers,  pleurifies,  and  the 
fpleen  ;  for  all  which  they  have  but  a  few  remedies  :  to  get  away  their  pleuretic  difor- 
ders,  they  commonly  lie  upon  a  warm  hearth,  wiih  the  fide  aiFeded  downwards;  this 
they  look,  upon  as  almofl:  infallible  for  difpeiling  the  humour  or  wind  that  torments 
them.  The  fmall-pox  hath  not  been  heard  of  in  this  place  for  feveral  ages,  except  in 
one  inftance,  of  a  fingle  mar^who  had  been  infeiied-  on  the  arrival  of  two  of  the 
Ileward's  retinue,  who  had  not  been  well  recovered  of  it. 

The  plants  produced  here  are  lapathum  vuigare^  the  common  dock,  fcurvy-grafs 
round,  being  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  miUe-feilt  burfapaJloris,  filvtr-weed,  or  ar- 
gentine, plantane,  fage,  chicken-weed,  forrel,  long,  or  the  common  forrel,  all-hait,  or 
iiderites,  the  fea-pinck,  t^rmentil,  the  fcurf  upon  the  flones,  which  has  a  drying  and  heal- 
ing quality,  and  is  likewife  ufed  for  dying.  The  inhabitants  are  ignorant  of  the  virtues 
of  thefe  herbs ;  they  never  had  a  potion  of  phyfic  given  them  in  their  lives,  nor  know 
any  thing  of  phlebotomy ;  fo  that  a  phyfician  could  not  exped  his  bread  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

They  have  generally  good  voices,  and  found  lungs ;  to  this  the  Solan  goofe  egg  fupped 
raw  doth  oot  a  little  contribute :  they  are  feldom  troubled  with  a  cough,  except  at  the 
fteward's  landing,  which  is  no  le&  rare  than  firmly  believed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  iQes. 

Thofe  ofSt.  Kilda,  upon  the  whole,  gave  me  tliis  following  account :  that  they  always 
coDtraft  a  cough  upon  the  fteward's  landing,  and  it  proves  a  great  deal  more  trouble- 
fome  to  them  in  the  night-time,  they  then  difcharging  a  great  deal  of  phlegm ;  this 
indifpofition  continues  for  fome  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  days  :  the  moft  fovereign  re- 
Uiedy  againft  this  difeafe  is  their  great  and  beloved  catholicon,  the  giben,  i.  e.  the  fat  of 
their  fowls,  with  which  they  ftulf  the  Aomach  of  a  Solan  goofe,  in  falhion  of  a  pudding  ; 
this  they  put  in  the  infufion  of  oat-meal,  which  in  their  language  they  call  brochan  ; 
but  it  is  not  fo  effe&ual  now  as  at  the  beginning,  becaufe  of  the  frequent  ufe  of  it.  I 
told  them  plainly,  that  I  thought  all  this  notion  of  infe£tioD  was  but  a  mere  fancy,  and 
that  at  leaf!  it  could  not  always  hdd  i  at  which  they  feemed  offended,  laying,  thai  never 
any  before  the  minifter  and  myfelf  was  heard  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it ;  wtuch  is 
plainly  demonflrated  upon  the  landing  of  eytxy  boat :  adding  further,  that  every  de- 
fign  was  always  for  fome  end,  but  here  there  was  no  room  for  any,  where  nothing  could 
be  propofed ;  birt  for  the  confirmation  of  the  whole,  they  appealed  to  the  cafe  of  infents 
at  the  breaft,  who  were  likewife  very  fubjed  to  this  cough,  but  could  not  be  capable  oE 
affefling  it,  and  therefore,  in  their  opinion,  they  were  infefted  by  fuch  as  lodged  in 
their  houfes.  There  were  fcarce  young  or  old  in  the  ifle  whom  I  did  not  examine 
particularly  upon  this  head,  and  all  agreed  in  the  confirmation  of  it.  They  add  farther, 
that  when  any  foreign  goods  are  brought  thither,  then  the  cough  is  of  longer  duration 
than  otherwife.  They  remark,  that  ifthe  fever  has  been  among  thofe  of  the  fteward's 
retinue,  though  before  their  arrival  there,  fome  of  the  inhabitants  are  infefted  with  it. 
If  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  chance  to  live,  though  but  a  fiiort  fpace,  ia  the 
ifles  of  Harries,  Skie,  or  anyoftfie adjacent  ides  they  become me^e,  and  contraft  fuch 
a  cough,  that  the  giben  muft  be  had,  or  eKe  they  muft  return  to  their  native  foil.  This 
'  giben  is  more  fovereign  for  removing  of  coughs,  being  ufed  by  many  other  iOanders 
than  thofe  of  St.  Kilda.  They  love  to  have  it  frequendy  in  thdr  meat  as  well  as  drink, 
by  which  too  frequent  ufe  of  it>it  is  ape  tolofe  itsvlrtwet  it  was  remarkable,  that  after 
1^  this 
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this  infefted  cough  was  over,  we  ftrangers,  and  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda,  making  up 
the  number  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  though  we  had  frequently  aflembled  upon' 
the  occafion  of  divine  fervice,  yet  neither  yo*)g  nor  old  among  us  all  did  fo  much  as 
once  cough  more. 

Some  thirteen  Jyears  ago  the  leprofy  broke  out  among  them,  and  fome  of  their 
number  died  by  it ;  there  are  two  families  at  prefent  labouring  under  this  difeafe.  The 
fymptoms  of  it  are,  their  feet  beginning  to  fail,  their  appetite  declining,  their  faces  be- 
coming too  red,  and  breaking  out  in  pimples,  a  hoarfenefs,  and  their  hair  falling  off 
from  their  heads,  the  crown  of  it  exulcerates  and  Millers,  and  hftly,  their  beards  grow 
thinner  than  ordinsry. 

This  difeafe  may  in  a  large  mcafure  be  afcribed  to  their  grofs  feeding,  and  that  on 
tliofe  fat  fowls,  as  the  fulmar  and  the  Solan  geefe  ;  the  latter  of  which  they  keep  for 
the  fpace  of  a  whole  year,  without  fait  or  pepper  to  preferve  them ;  thefe  they  eat  roaftcd 
or  boiled. 

One  of  ihefe  lepers  being  with  me  one  day  at  the  Fulmar-rock,  importuned  me  to 
give  him  a  remedy  for  his  difeafe  :  I  began  to  chide  him  for  his  ill  diet  in  feeding  fo 
grofsly ;  but  finding  the  poor  fellow  ready  and  implicitly  difpofed  to  do  whatever  I 
Ihould  enjoin,  I  bid  him  take  example  from  the  fulmar,  who,  they  f^y,  feeds  fometimes 
on  forrel :  this  was  a  very  furprifing  advice  to  him  ;  but  when  he  confidered  that  the 
fulmar  required  forrel  to  qualify  the  whale,  he  was  the  fooner  perfuaded  that  his  giben 
and  goofe  might  require  the  fame :  I  advifed  him  further,  to  abftain  from  the  giben  and 
fat  fowls,  which  was  no  fmall  trouble  to  him,  for  he  loved  them  exceedingly ;  I  obliged 
him  likewife  to  mount  the  hill  Conagor,  a  mile  in  height,  once  every  morning  and 
evening,  and  he  was  very  careful  to  comply  with  thofe  injunfiions  for  the  fpace  of  three 
days  ;  in  which  Ihort  time  he  made  fome  advances  towards  recovering  his  almoft  loft 
fpeech  and  appetite,  for  his  throat  was  preny  nearly  flopped  up.  He  continued  this 
praQice  a  week  longer,  by  which  means  he  mended  confiderably  ;  and  I  left  him  fully 
refolved  to  proceed  in  this  praflice,  until  he  was  perfeftly  reRored  to  his  former  ftate  of 
health.  I  had  the  occafion  to  obfcrve  another  of  thefe  lepers  rave  for  fome  minutes, 
and  when  he  was  recovered  to  his  right  mind,  he  worked  at  his  ordinary  employment. 

The  inhabitants  are  Chriftians,  and  much  of  the  primhive  temper,  neither  inclined  to 
enthufiafm  nor  to  Popery.  They  fwear  not  the  common  oaths  that  prevail  in  the  world  ; 
when  they  refufe  or  deny  to  give  what  is  alked  of  them,  they  do  it  with  a  ftrong  afTe- 
veration,  which  they  exprefs  emphatically  enough  in  their  language  to  this  purpofe : 
*'  You  are  no  more  to  have  it,  than  if  God  had  forbid  it  j"  and  thus  they  exprefs  the 
higheft  degree  of  paffion.  They  do  not  fo  much  as  name  the  devil  once  in  their  life- 
times. 

They  leave  off  working  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday,  as  an  ancient  cuftom  delivered 
down  to  them  from  their  anceftors,  and  go  no  more  to  it  again  till  Monday  morning. 
They  believe  in  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  ;  in  a  future  ftate  of  happi- 
nefs  and  mifery,  and  that  ail  events,  whether  good  or  bad,  are  pre-deiermined  by  God, 
•  They  ufe  a  fet  fi?rm  of  prayer  at  the  hoifting  of  their  fails :  they  lie  down  at  night,  rife 
again  in  the  morning,  and  begin  their  labours  always  in  the  name  of  God»  They  have 
a  notion  thatfpirits  are  embodied,  and  fancy  them  to  be  locally  in  rocks,  hills,  or  where- 
ever  they  lift,  in  an  inftant. 

Here  are  three  chapels,  each  of  them  built  with  one  end  towards  the  eaft,  the  other 
towards  the  weft,  the  altar  always  placed  at  the  eaft  end :  the  firft  of  thefe  is  called 
Chrift  Chapel,  near  the  village;  it  is  covered  and  thatched  after  the  manner  of  their 
houfes ;  there  is  a  brazen  crucifix  lies  upon  the  altar,  not  exceeding  a  foot  in  length ; 
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the  body  b  completely  done,  didended,  and  has  a  crown  on,  al[  in  the  crocified  pollure ; 
they  have  it  in  great  reverence,  though  they  pay  no  kind  of  adoration  or  worfliip  to  it; 
nor  do  they  either  handle  or  fee  tt,  excep||Upon  the  occaflons  of  marriage,  and  fwearing 
decifive  oaths,  which  puts  an  end  to  all  Itrife,  and  both  thefe  ceremonies  are  publickly 
performed.  The  church-yard  is  about  an  hundred  paces  in  circumference,  fenced  in 
with  a  little  (lone  wall,  within  which  they  bury  their  dead  ;  and  take  care  to  keep  it  per- 
feftly  neat,  void  of  any  kind  of  naftinefs,  nor  fuifer  their  cattle  to  have  any  accefs-to  it. 
The  inhabitants,  young  and  old,  come  to  the  church-yard  every  Sunday  morning,  the 
chapel  not  being  capacious  enough  to  receive  them  j  here  they  devoutly  fay  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandments. 

'Ihey  obferve  the  feftivals  of  Chrillm;fe,  Eafter,  Good-Friday,  St.  Columba's  Day, 
and  that  of  All  Saints;  upon  this  they  have  an  anniverfary  cavalcade,  the  number  of 
their  horfes  not  exceeding  eighteen  j  thefe  they  mount  by  turns,  having  neither  faddle 
nor  indeed  a  bridle  of  any  kind,  except  a  rope,  which  manages  the  horfe  only  on  one 
fide  ;  they  ride  from  the  Jhore  to  the  houfe,  and  when  each  man  has  performed  his  tour, 
the  ftiow  is  at  an  end.  They  are  very  charitable  to  their  poor,  of  whom  there  are  not 
at  prefent  above  three,  and  thefe  carefully  provided  for  by  this  little  commonwealth, 
each  particular  family  contributing  according  to  their  ability  for  their  neceffities ;  their 
condition  is-  enquired  into  weekly,  or  monthly,  as  their  occafions  ferve,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  at  the  time  of  their  feltivals,  they  flay  fome  flieep  on  purpofe  to  distribute  among 
the  poor,  with  bread  proportionable-;  they  are  very  charitable  Ukewife  to  llrangers  ia 
didrefs  ;  this  they  had  opportunity  to  exprefs  to  a  company  of  Frenchmen  asd  Spaniards 
who  [oil  tbeir  Ihip  at  Rokol  in  the  year  i{>86,  and  came  in  in  a  pinnace  to  St.  Kilda, 
where  they  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  barley-bread,  butter,  chede.  Solan  geefe,  eggs. 
Sec.  Both  feamen  and  inhabitants  were  barbarians  one  to  another,  the  inhabitants 
Ipeaking  only  the  Irifli  tongue,  to  which  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  altogether 
grangers.  Upon  their  landing  they  pointed  to  the  well  naming  Rokol  to  the  iahabi- 
taats,  and  after  that  they  pointed  downward  with  their  finger,  figoifying  the  fmking  and 
perifliing  of  their  velTel ;  they  fliewed  them  Rokol  in  the  fea  map,  iar  weft  of  St.  Kilda. 
This  and  much  more  the  mailers  of  thefe  fliips  told  to  a  prieft  in  the  next  ifland,  who 
underdood  French.  The  inhabitants  acquainted  me  that  the  pinnace  which  carried  the 
feamen  from  Rokol  was  fo  very  low,  that  the  crew  added  a  foot  height  of  canvafe  round 
it  all,  and  began  to  work  at  it  upon  Sunday  ;  at  which  the  inhabitants  were  alloniflied, 
and  b«ng  highly  diflatished,  plucked  the  hatchets  and  other  inltruments  out  of  their 
hands,  and  did  not  reftore  them  till  Monday  morninfr. 

The  inhabitants  had  occa&on  to  fliew  great  kindnefs  fo  a  boat's  crew  that  was  driven 
from  the  oppofite  ifle  S.  W.,  whither  they  themfelves  were  driven  afterwards,  and  where 
they  were  treated  with  no  lefs  civility  and  kindnefs  than  the  above-mentioned  had  been 
by  them ;  fo  that  it  may  bf  faid  of  them  mth  great  juftice,  that  their  charity  is  as  exten- 
five  as  the  occaCons  of  it. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  chapels  bears  the  name  of  St.  Columba,  the  third  of  St.  Brianan ; 
ttoth  built  after  the  manner  of  Chrift's  chapel,  having  church-yards  belonging  to  them, 
.and  are  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diAant  from  each  ocher. 

They  told  me  of  a  (hip  that  dropped  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  the  Lowlanders  aboard  her  were  not  Chriftians ;  1  enquired  if  iheir  inter- 
preter,  who  they  faid  fpoke  bad  Irifli,  had  owned  this  to  be  a  truth.  They  anfwered  in  the 
negative ;  but  that  they  knew  this  by  their  pra^ices,  and  that  in  thefe  three  particulars^ 
the  6r(t  was  the  working  upon  Sunday,  carrying  feVeral  boats  full  of  (tones  aboard  for 
ballaft ;  the  fecond  was  the  taking  away  fome  of  their  cows  without  any  return  for 
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them,  except  a  few  Irifli  coi^>er  pieces ;  ind  the  third  was,  the  attempt  made  by  them 
to  raviOi  their  women,  a  pra£tice  altogether  unknown  in  St.  Kilda,  where  there  has  not 
been  "one  inftanceof  fornication  or  adultery  for  many  ages  before  this  time.  I  remem- 
ber they  told  me  that  the  bribe  offered  for  debauching  the  poor  women,  was  a  piece  of 
broad  money,  than  which  there  could  be  nothing  lefs  charming  in  a  place  where  the 
inhabitants  make  no  didindion  betwixt  a  guinea  and  a  fixpcnce. 

Their  marriages  are  cdebrated  after  the  following  manner :  when  any  two  of  them 
have  agreed  to  take  one  another  for  man  and  wife,  the  ofEcer  who  prefides  over  them 
fummons  all  the  inhabitants  of  both  fexes  to  Chrift's  chapel,  where  being  affembled,  he 
enquires  publickly  if  there,  be  any  lawful  impediment  why  thefe  parties  Oiould  not  be 
joined  in  the  bond  of  matrimony  ?  And  if  there  be  no  objedion  to  the  contrary,  he  then 
enquires  of  the  parries  if  they  are  refolved  to  live  together  in  weal  and  woe,  &c.  After 
their  allent  he  declares  them  married  perfons,  and  then  defires  them  to  ratify  this*  their 
Iblemn  promife  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  the  people,  in  order  to  which  the  crucifix  is  - 
tendered  to  them,  and  both  put  their  right  hands  upon  it,  as  the  ceremony  by  which  • 
they  fwear  Bdelity  one  to  another  during  their  !ife-dme. 

Mr.  Campbell,  the  minifter,  married  in  this  manner  fifteen  pair  of  the  inhabitants  OH' 
the  feventeenth  of  June,  who  immediately  after  their  marriage  joined  in  a  country  dance, . 
with  bagpipe  for  their  mulic,  which  pleafed  them  exceedingly. 

I'hey  baptize  in  the  following  manner :  the  parent  calls  m  the  ofEcer,  or  any  of  his ' 
neighbours,  to  baptize  his  child,  and  another  to  be  fponfor ;  he  that  performs  the  mini- 
fler's  part  being  told  what  the  child's  name  is  to  be,  fays,  "  A.  B.  I  baptife  thee  to- 
ynur  father  and  your  mother,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl :"  then 
the  fponfor  takes  the  child  in  his  arms,  as  doth  his  wife  as  godmother,  and  ever  afier ' 
this  there  is  a  friendfhip  between  the  parent  and  the  fponfor,  which  is  eAeemed  fo  facred' ' 
and  inviolable,  that  no  accident,  how  crofs  foever,  is  able  to  fet  them  at  variance,  and  iv 
leconciles  fuch  as  have  been  at  enmity  formerly. 

This  ifle  belongs  in  property  to  the  laird  of  Mack-Leod,  head  of  one  of  the  mofl  an^ 
cient  families  of  Scotland ;  it  is  never  hrmed,  but  mofl  commonly  bellowed  upon  fome ' 
favourite,  one  of  his  friends  or  followers  who  is  called  Steward  of  the  Ifle.  Theprefent 
fieward's  name  is  Alexander  Mack-Leod,  who  pays  yearly  to  his  mader  an  acknow-- 
ledgment  of  the  various  produ^s  of  this  ifle.  This  fleward  vifits  St.  Kilda  every  fum- 
mer,  and  upon  his  arrival  he  and  his  retinue  have  all  the  milk  in  the  ifle  bedowed  oa 
them  in  a  treat ;  there  is  another  bellowed  on  them  upon  St.  Columba's  Day,  the  fif- 
teenth of  June }  and  we  had  a  (hare  of  this  fecond  treat.  The  (leward's  retmue  confllls' ' 
of  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty  perfons,  and  among  them,  perhaps,  the  tnoft  meagre  in  the  parilh- 
are  carried  thither  to  be  recruited  with  good  cheer ;  but  this  rednue  is  now  retrenched, . 
as  alfo  fome  of  iheir  ancient  and  unreafonable  exactions. 

The  fleward  lives  upon  the  charge  of  the  mhabicants  until  the  time  that  the  Solati< 
geefe  are  ready  to  fly,  which  the  inhabitants  think  long  enough ;  the  daily  allowance' 
paid  by  them  is  very  regularly  exafled,  with  regard  to  their  refpeftive  proporriona  of 
lands  and  rocks.  There  is  not  a  parcel  of  men  in  the  world  more  fcruputoufly  nice 
and  punililious  in  maintaining  their  libenies  and  properties  than  thefe  are,  being  moft ' 
religioufly  fond  of  their  ancient  laws  and  flatutes ;  nor  will  they  by  any  means  confenC  ' 
to  alter  their  firfl,  though  unreafonable,  conflitutions ;  and  we  had  a  pregnant  inllance 
oF  this  their  genius  for  preferving  their  ancient  cufloms ;  they  have  unchangeably  con-' 
tinned  iheir  Brit  and  ancii^nt  meafures,  as  the  maile,  amir,  and  cubit :  this  mailecontain$ 
ten  pecks  ;  the  amir,  which  they  at  prefent  make  ufe  of,  is  probably  the  Hebrew  amtrt 
which  coataias  near  two  pecks }  the  cubit,  or  in  their  language,  iave  keile,  i.  e.  an  handi 
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of  wood,  fe  thediflance  from  the  elbow  to  the  fingers' ends ;  this  they  only  ufe  in  meafur- 
ing  their  boats ;  the  amir,  or  rather  half-amir,  as  they  call  it,  is  compofed  of  thin  boards, 
ai)(J,3sthey  acknowledge,  has  beenufed  ihefe  fourfcoreyeare;.  in  which  trafl  of  time  it 
is  confiderably  fallea  fiiort  of  the  meafure  of  which  it  was  at  firft,  which  they  themfeives 
do  not  altogether  deny ;  the  fteward,  to  compenfate  this  lofs,  pretends  to  a  received 
cuftom  of  adding  the  hand  of  him  that  meafures  the  corn  to  the  amir  fide,  holding  fome 
of  the  barley  above  the  due  meafure,  which  the  inhabitants  complain  of  as  unreafonable : 
the  fteward,  to  fatisfy  them,  offered  to  refer  the  debate  to  Mr.  Campbell's  decifion  and 
mine,  they  themfeives  being  to  propofe  their  obje^Hons,  and  two  of  his  retinue,  who 
were  well  {killed  in  thecuftomsof  the  place,  in  the  time  of  fome  of  the  former  ftewards, 
being  appointed  to  anfwer  them,  and  he  promifed  that  he  would  acquiefce  in  the  deci- 
fion, though  it  Ihould  prove  to  his  prejudice  ;  but  they  would  not  alter  that  meafure  if 
Mack-Leod  did  not  exprefsly  command  it,  being  perfuaded  that  he  could  not  attempt  to 
do  fo,  as  his  and  their  anceftors  had  had  it  in  fuch  elleem  for  fo  many  ages.  So  great 
was  their  concern  for  this  amir,  that  they  unanimoufly  determined  to  fend  the  otScer 
as  envoy,  according  to  the  ancient  cufloni,  to  reprefent  their  cafe  to  Mack-Leod  ;  this  was 
ihe  refult  of  a  general  council,  in  which  the  mafter  of  every  family  has  a  vote,  fince 
every  family  pays  this  olBcer  an  amir  of  barley  per  annum  to  maintain  his  charafier. 

This  officer  as  fuch,  is  obliged  to  adjuft  the  refpe^ve  proportions  of  lands,  grafs,  and 
rocks,  and  what  elle  could  be  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  laft  tack  or  leafe,  which  is  never 
longer  than  for  three  years,  condefcended  to  by  the  fteward  ;  nay,  he  is  obliged  always 
to  difpute  with  the  fleward  for  what  is  due  to  any  of  them,  and  never  to  give  over  unti! 
he  has  obtained  his  demand,  or  put  the  fteward  into  fuch  a  paffion,  that  he  gives  the 
officer  at  ieall  three  ftrokes  with  bis  cudgel  upon  the  crown  of  his  head,  which  is  the 
utmoHthatis  required  of  him  by  their  ancient  cuftoms.  I  faid  to  the  officer  who  gave 
me  this  account,  what  if  the  ftevrard  fhould  give  him  but  one  blow  ?  he  anfwered,  that 
the  inhabitants  would  not  be  fatisfied  if  he  did  not  fo  far  plead  as  to  irritate  the  fteward 
to  give  both  a  fecond  and  a  third  :  I  had  the  farther  curiofity  to  enquire  of  the  fteward 
himfelf  if  he  was  wont  to  treat  the  officer  in  this  manner  ;  who  anfwered,  that  it  was  an 
ancient  cuftom,  which  in  his  ftiort  time  he  had  not  had  occafion  to  praflife  ;  but  if  he 
ffiould,  he  would  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  number  of  three  blows,  if  the  officer  fhould 
prove  indifcreet. 

The  fteward  beftows  fome  acres  of  land  upon  the  officer  for  ferving  him  and  the  in- 
habitants ;  he  gives  him  likewife  the  bonnet  worn  by  himfelf  upon-  his  going  out  of  the 
illand;  the  fteward's  wife  leaves  with  the  officer's  wife  the  kercher  orhead-drefs  worn 
by  herfelf,  and  fhe  beftows  likewife  upcm  her  an  ounce  of  indigo.  The  fteward  has  a 
large  cake  of  barley  prefented  to  him  by  the  officer  at  every  meal,  and  it  muft  be  made 
fo  large  as  fliall  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  three  men  at  a  time,  and  by  way  of  eminence  it 
is  baked  in  the  form  of  a  triangle,  and  furrowed  twice  round  ;  the  officer  is  likewife 
obliged  to  furnifh  the  fteward  with  mutton  or  beef  to  his  dinner  every  Sunday  during 
his  refidence  in  the  iftand. 

Notwithftanding  ihefe  reciprocal  a£ls  of  kindnefs,  this  officer  muft  be  allowed  to  go 
in  quality  of  an  envoy  to  Mack-Leod  againft  the  fteward  upon  extraordinary  occafmns, 
if  the  commonwealth  have  any  grievances  to  redrefs,  as  that  of  the  amir  now  depend- 
ing  ;  but  the  commiffion  given  him  is  limited,  the  whole  boat's  crew  being  joined  in 
commiffion  with  him,  and  are  a  check  upon  him,  left  his  dependence  upon  the  fteward 
might  be  apt  to  bias  him.  He  makes  his  entry  very  fubmiflively,  taking  off  his  bonnet' 
at  a  great  diftance  when  he  appears  in  Mack-Leod's  prefence,  bowing  his  head  and  hand 
low  near  to  the  ground^  his  retinue  doing  the  like  behind  him  one  after  another,  mak- 
ing. 
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ing,  as  it  vtere^  a  chain  ;  this  being  thdr  manner  of  walking  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  they  walk  not  abreaft  as  others  do  ^  and  m  making  their  purchafe  among  the  rocks» 
one  leads  the  van,  and  the  red  follow. 

The  number  of  people  inhabiting  this  ifle  at  prefent  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty, 
who  in  the  ftevrard's  abfence  are  governed  by  one  Donald  Mack-Gill-Colm,  as  their 
,  tuajre^vihich  imports  an  officer,  ThtsoiEcer  was  anciently  chofen,  or  at  lead  approved 
of,  by  the  people,  before  the  fteward  fettled  him  in  his  office,  but  now  the  Ilewarda  have 
the  Domination  of  him  abfolutely  ;  he  is  prefidenl  over  them  in  all  their  debates,  takes 
care  that  the  lots  be  managed  impartially,  that  none  to  whofe  Qiare  they  fall  may  have 
caufe  to  repine,  whether  it  be  for  the  Reward's  fervice,  or  that  of  the  commonwealth. 
The  ufe  of  the  lots,  together  with  the  cnidfis,  do  mightily  contribute  to  their  jieace  and 
quiet,  keeping  every  one  within  his  proper  bounds.  It  muH  needs  be  a  very  odd  cafe 
indeed  that  falls  not  within  the  compafs  of  either  of  thefe  two  to  determine.  When 
any  cafe  happens  which  does  not  fall  under  the  decifion  of  lots,  and  it'  is  capable  of 
being  decided  only  by  the  oath  of  the  parties,  then  the  crucifix  muft  determine  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  if  it  Ibould  prove  to  be  a  cafe  of  the  higheft  importance,  any  of  them  are  at 
liberty  to  refer  it  to  his  neighbour's  oath,  without  any  fufpicion  of  perjury,  provided 
the  ceremony  of  touching  the  crucifix  with  their  right  hand  be  obferved  ;  and  this  is. 
plways  publicly  performed. 

If  any  man  is  guilty  of  beating  his  neighbour,  he  is  h'able  to  a  fme  net  exceeding  the 
value  of  two  ihiUin^  flerling  ;  if  any  has  beat  his  neighbour  fo  as  to  draw  blood  from 
him,  he  is  li^le  to  a  fine,  not  exceeding  four  and  fixpence.  Thefe  crimes  are  com- 
plained of  by  the  ofScer  to  the  fteward  upon  hii^  arrival,  who  either  exa&s  the  whole> 
or  difpenfes  with  the  fines,  as  he  judges  convenient  for  their  future  quiet  and  peace. 

They  have  only  one  common  luin,  which  ferves  them  all  by  turns,  as  the  lots  fall  tO' 
their  (hare ;  he  whofe  lot  happens  to  be  laft  does  not  refent  it  at  all. 

The  officer,  by  virtue  ofhis  place,  is  obliged  through  a  point  ofhonour  to  bethefirft 
that  lands  in  the  leffer  Ifles  and  rocks,  from  whence  they  carry  th«r  fowls  and  eggs,  and 
not  without  forae  trouble  too.  .This  notion  of  honour  expofes  him  to  frequent  dangers  ; 
and  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  unpleafaol  to  defcribe  it  as  I  have  feen  it  pra£tifed  ;  and  it  is 
thus :  when  they  come  as  near  to  the  rock  as  they  think  may  confift  with  the  fafety  of 
the  boat,  which  is  not  a  little  tolfed  by  the  raging  of  the  fea,  thofe,  whofe  turn  it  is,  are 
employed  with  poles  to  keep  off  the  boat,  which  is  in  great  danger,  in  regard  of  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves  beating  upon  the  rock,  and  they  are  to  watch  the  opportunity  of  the 
calmefl  wave ;  upon  tbefirft  appearance  of  which  the  officer  jumps  out  upon  the  rock; 
if  there  may  be  any  apparent  danger  he  ties  a  rope  about  his  middle,  with  one  end  of 
it  faftened  to  the  boat ;  if  he  has  landed  fafe,  he  then  fixes  his  feet  in  a  fecure  place,  and 
by  the  affiftance  of  this  rope  draws  up  all  the  crew  to  him,  except  thofe  whofe  turn  it  is 
to  look  after  the  boat ;  but  if  in  jumping  out  he  falls  into  the  fea,  as  his  misfortune  is  fO' 
to  do  fometimes,  he  is  drawn  into  the  boat  again  by  that  part  of  the  rope  that  is  fo  faflen- 
ed  to  it,  and  then  the  next,  whofe  turn  it  is,  muil  try  his  luck,  the  officer  after  his  fait 
being  fuppofed  to  be  fufficiently  fatigued,  fo  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  adventure  lus  per- 
fonagain.toafecond  hazard  upon  this  occa&on,  efpecially  asheisexpofedto  thegreateft 
danger  that  offers  upon  their  landing  when  they  return  back  again  to  the  ifle,  where  the 
fea  often  rages,  he  being  obliged  then  by  virtue  of  his  office  to  flay  in  the  boat,  after  the 
vhole  crew  are  landed,  where  he  muft  continue  employing  his  pole,  until  the  boat  be 
cither  brought  fafe  to  land,  or  fplit  upon  the  rocks. 

They  fumifh  themfelves  vnth  ropes  to  carry  them  through  the  more  inacceflible  rocks  ^ 
of  thefe  ropes  there  are  only  three  in  the  whole  tflaDd,  each  of  them  twenty-four  £l- 
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.thoms  in  length  ;  and  they  are  dther  knit  together  and  lengthened  by  tying  the  one  to 
the  other,  or  ufed  feparately  as  occafton  requires ;  the  chief  thing  upon  which  the 
Arength  of  thefe  ropes  depends,  is  cow's  hides  falted,  and  cut  out  in  one  long  piece  ; 
this  they  tvi(l  round  the  ordinary  rope  of  hemp,  which  fecuresit  from  bang  cut  by  the 
rocks  :  they  join  fometimes  at  the  lower  end  two  ropes,  one  of  which  they  tie  about  the 
middle  of  one  climber,  and  another  about  the  middle  of  another,  that  thefe  may  affill 
one  another  in  cafe  of  a  fall ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  fometimee  the  one  happens  to 
pull  down  the  other,  and  To  both  fall  into  the  Tea  ;  but  if  they  efcape,  as  they  commoiUy 
'  do  of  late,  they  get  an  incredible  number  of  eggs  and  Ibwls. 

The  ropes  belong  to  the  commonwealth,  and  are  not  to  be  ufed  without  the  general 
confent ;  the  lots  determine  the  time,  place,  and  perfons  for  ufmg  them  ;  they  get  toge- 
ther in  three  days  a  much  greater  number  of  fowls  and  eggs  than  thdr  boat  is  able  to 
carry  away,  and  therefore  what  is  over  and  above  they  leave  behind  in  their  ftone  pyra- 
mids :  they  <!atch  thdr  fowls  with  gins  made  of  horfe-hair,  thefe  are  tied  to  the  end  of 
their  fifhing-rods,  with  which  the  fowlers  creep  through  the  rocks  indifcemably,  putting 
the  noofe  over  their  heads  and  about  their  necks,  and  fo  draw  ihem  inftantly ;  they  ufe 
likewife  hair  gins  which  they  fet  upon  plain  rocks.  Both  the  ends  £i(tened  by  a  ftone, 
and  fo  catch  forty  or  fifty  a  day  with  them. 

The  inhabitants,  I  muJi  tell  you,  run  no  fmall  danger  in  quell  of  thefe  fowls  and  eggs, 
infomuch  that  I  fear  it  would  be  thought  an  hyperbole  to  relate  the  inaccetfiblenefs, 
Aeepnels,  and  height,  of  thofe  formidable  rocks  which  they  venture  to  climb.  I  myfelf 
have  feen  fome  of  them  climb  up  the  comer  of  a  rock  with  their  backs  to  it,  making 
ufe  only  of  their  heels  and  elbows,  without  any  other  aSiflance  ;  and  they  have  this 
way  acquired  a  dexterity  in  climbing  beyond  any  I  ever  yet  faw  :  necefllty  has  made 
theni  apply  themfelves  to  this,  and  cullom  has  perfected  them  in  it ;  fo  that  it  is  become 
familiar  to  them  almoft  &om  their  cradles,  the  young  boys  at  three  years  old  begin  to 
climb  the  walls  of  houfes :  thdr  frequent  difcourfes  of  climbing,  together  with  the  fa- 
talendof  feveral  in  the  exercifeof  ix,  is  the  fame  to  them,  as  that  of  fighting  and  killing 
i»«ith  foldiers,  and  is  become  as  familiar  and  lefs  formidable  to  them,  than  otherwife 
certainly  it  would  be.  I  faw  two  young  men,  to  whofe  fhare  the  lots  fell  in  June  tail, 
for  taking  the  nefl  of  a  hawk,  which  was  in  a  high  rock  above  the  fea,  bringing  home 
the  hawl^  in  a  tew  minutes,  without  any  aHidance  at  all. 

I1inr  dogs  are  likewife  very  dexterous  in  cUmbling  and  bringing  out  from  thor  boles 
thofe  fowls  which  build  their  nefts  far  under  ground,  fuch  as  the  fcraber,  puffinet,  &c. 
which  they  carry  in  their  teeth  to  their  mailers,  letting  them  &11  upon  the  ground  be- 
fore them,  though  afleep. 

The  inhabitants  fpe^  the  Irifh  tongue  only ;  they  exprefs  themfelves  Oowly  but  per- 
tinently, and  have  the  lame  language  with  thole  of  Harries  and  oiher  ifles,  who  retain 
thelrifliin  its  purity. 

Their  habit  anciently  was  offlieepfkins,  which  has  been  wombyfeveraloftbeinhabi- 
tan<8  now  living;  the  men  at  this  day  wear  a  (hort  doublet  reachmg  to  their  watle, 
about  that  a  double  plait  of  plaid,  both  ends  joined  togeiher  with  the  ^ne  of  a  fulmar ; 
this  plaid  reaches  no  further  than  their  knees,  and  is  above  the  waifl  girt  with  a  lt:ather 
bell  i  they  wear  caps  of  the  fame  colour  and  fhape  with  the  capuchins,  but  Ihorter; 
and  on  Sdndays  they  wear  bonnets ;  fbme  of  late  have  got  breeches,  they  are  made  wide 
and  open  at  the  knees;  they  wear  doth  (lockings,  and  go  without  ihoes  in  fummer; 
their  learherisdrelfed  with  ihe  roots  of  tormeniil. 

The  women  wear  upon  their  heads  a  linen  drefs,  ftrait  before,  and  drawing  to  a  fmall 
p(»m  behiiuli)eIow  the  fhoulders,  a  foot  and  an  half  in  length,  and  a  lock  of  aboiu  fixty 
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hairs  hanging  down  each  cheek,  to  their  hreafls,  the  lower  end  tied  with  a  knot ;  their 
plaid,  which  is  the  upper  garment,  is  faftened  upon  iheir  breatls  v.iih  a  large  round 
buckle  of  brafs  in  form  of  a  circle }  the  buckles  anciently  worn  by  the  fteward's  wives 
were  of  filvcr,  bur  iheprefent  (teward's  wife  makes  no  ufe  of  ei  her  ihis  drefsor  buckle. 
The  women  inhabiing  this  ifle  wear  no  fhoes  nor  (lockings  in  the  fummer-rime :  their 
ordinary  and  only  (hoes  are  made  of  ihe  necks  of  Solan  geefe,  which  they  cut  above  the 
eyes,  the  crown  of  ihe  head  ferves  for  the  heel,  ihe  whole  Ikin  being  cut  clofe  at  the 
brea(t,  which  end  being  fgwed,  the  foot  en'ers  in'o  it,  as  into  a  piece  of  narrow  Hock- 
ing ;  this  (hoe  does  not  lad  above  five  days,  and  if  the  downy  fide  be  nexi  the  ground, 
then  not  above  three  or  four  j  however,  there  are  plenty  of  ihem,  fome  thoufands 
being  catched,  or,  as  they  term  ir,  ftolen  every  March. 

Boih  fexes  wear  coarfe  flannel  fhirts,  which  they  put  off  when  thpy  go  to  bed  ;  they 
thicken  their  cloaths  upon  flakes,  or  mais  of  hay  twiited  and  woven  togeiher  in  fmall 
ropes;  they  work  hard  at  this  employment,  firft  making  ufe  of  their  hands,  and  then 
of  their  feet ;  when  they  are  at  this  work,  they  commonly  fing  the  whole  time,  one  of 
iheir  number  acting  the  part  of  a  prime  chantrefs,  whom  alt  the  refl  follow. 

They  place  the  races  of  their  dead  towards  the  eall  wh-n  they  bury  them,  liewail  their 
relations  exceflively,  and  upon  thefe  occaftons  make  doleful  longs;  which  they  call  Ism 
ments.  Upon  the  news  of  the  late  Mack-Leod's  death,  they  abandoned  their  houfes, 
and  mourned  two  days  in  the  iields.  They  kill  a  cow,  or  a  (heep,  before  the  inter- 
ment, unlefs  it  be  in  the  fpring,  when  this  ceremony  is,  on  account  of  the  cattle  being 
at  that  time  poor  and  lean,  deferred  till  they  become  fat. 

Their  ordinary  food  is  barley  and  fome  oat-bread  baked  with  water;  they  eat  all  the 
fowl  already  defcribed,  being  dried  in  their  ftone-houfes,  without  any  fait  or  fpice  to 
preferve  them  ;  and  all  their  beef  and  mutton  is  eat  frefti,  after  the  fame  manner  they 
ufe  the  giben,  or  fat  of  their  fowls  ;  this  giben  is  by  daily  experience  found  to  be  a 
fovereign  remedy  for  healing  of  green  wounds ;  it  cured  a  cancer  in  an  inhabitant  of 
the  ifle  of  Lewis,  and  a  fiilula  in  one  Nicholfon  of  Sky,  in  St.  Mary's  parilh  ;  this 
was  performed  by  John  Mack-Lean,  forgeon,  there :  they  boil  the  fea-plants,  dulfe  and 
flake,  melting  the  giben  upon  them  inftead  of  butter,  and  upon  the  roots  of  filver-weed 
and  dock  boiled,  and  alfo  with  their  fcunry-grafs  ftoved,  which  is  very  purgative,  and 
is  here  of  an  extraordinary  breadth.  They  ufe  this  giben  with  their  fifh,  md  it  is  be- 
come the  common  vehicte  that  conveys  all  their  food  down  iheir  throats.  They  arc 
undone  for  want  of  fait,  of  which  as  yet  they  are  but  tittle  fenfible}  they  ufe  no  let 
times  for  their  meals,  but  are  determined  purely  by  thdr  appetites. 

They  ufe  only  the  afties  of  fea-ware  for  falling  their  cheefe,  and  the  fliorteft  only, 
vhich  grows  in  the  rocks,  is  ufed  by  them  j  that  being  reckoned  the  mildeft. 

Their  drink  is  water  or  whey  commonly  :  they  brew  ale  but  rarely,  ufmg  the  juica 

of  nettle-roots,  which  they  put  in  a  dilh  with  a  little  barley-meal  dough ;  thefe  fowens, 

■  (J.  e.  flummery,)  being  blended  together,  produce  yeft,  which  puts  their  wort  into  a 

nrment  and  makes  good  ale,  which,  when  drank  [dentihilly  of,  genenUly  difpofes  them 

to  dance  merrily. 

They  preferve  the  Solan  geefe  in  their  pyramids  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  ilittiog  them 
^own  the  back,  for  they  have  no  F.ilt  to  keep  them  with.  They  have  built  above  five 
hundred  of  thefe  (lone  pyramids  for  their  fowls,  eggs,  &c. 

We  made  particular  inquiry  after  the  number  of  Solan  geefe  confumed  by  each  fa- 

inihr  in  the  year  before  we  came  there,  and  it  amounted  in  the  whole  to  twenty-twa 

thou&nd  fix  hundred,  which,  they  faid,  was  lefs  than  the  ordinary  numbef,  a  great  inan^ 

being  loll  by  the  badnefe  of  the  feafoo,  and  the  great  current  into  vbidi  they  are 
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obliged  to^  be  thrown  when  taken,  the  rock  bemg  of  fo  eKtradrdiiury  a  height,  that  thef 
cannot  reach  the  boat. 

Hiere  is  one  boat  (ixteen  cubits  long,  which  ferves  the  whole  commonwealth ;  it  15- 
very  curiouily  divided  into  apartments  proportionable  to  their  lands  and  rocks  ;  every 
individual  has  his  fpace  diftinguifhed  to  a  hair's  breadth,  which  his  neighbour  cannot 
encroach  fo  much  as  to  lay  an  egg  upon  it. 

Every  partner  in  fummer  provides  a  large  turf  to  cover  his  fpace  of  the  boat,  thereby 
defending  it  from  the  violence  of  the  fun,  which  (in  its  meridian  hwght)  reflefts  moft 
vehemently  from  the  fea,  and  rock  upon  which  the  boat  lies ;  at  the  drawing  it  up, 
both  fexes  are  employed  in  pulling  a  long  rope  at  the  fore  end  ;  they  are  determined 
in  uniting  their  ftrength  by  the  cner,  who  is.  therefore  excepted  from  his  fiiare  in  the- 
hbour. 

There  is  but  one  Heel  and  tinder-box  in  all  this  commonwealth ;  the  owner  whereof 
£uls  not'  upon  ever  occafion  to  ftrike  fire  in  the  le0er  illes,  to  go  there,  and  exidt  three 
eggs,  or  one  of  the  lefler  fowls  from  each  man  as  a  reward  for  his  fervice ;  this  by  them 
is  called  the  fire-penny,  and  this  capitation  is  very  uneafy  tp  them  ;  I  bid  them  try  their 
cryftal  with  their  knives,  which  when  they  faw  it  produced  fire,  they  were  not  a  little 
adonifhed,  and  at  the  fame  time  accufmg  their  own  ignorance,  confidering  the  quannty 
of  cryllat  growing  under  the  rock  of  their  coad.  This  difcovery  has  delivered  them 
from  the  tire-penny  tax,  aad  they  are  now  no  longer  liable  to  it. 

They  have  likewife  a  pot-peimy  tax,  which  is  exacted  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fire- 
penny  was,  but  is  much  more  reafonable ;  for  the  pot  is  carried  to  the  inferior  ifles  for 
the  public  ufe,  and  is  in  hazard  of  being  broken ;  fo  that  the  owners  may  juftly  exa& 
upcHi  this  fcore,  fince  any  may  venture  his  pot  when  he  pleafes. 

When  they  have  b^hiwed  fome  hours  in  fowling  about  the  rock,  and  caught  a  com- 
petent number,  they  fit  down  near  the  face  of  it  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  fingle  out  the  fatted  of  their  fowls,  plucking  them  bare,  which  they  carry 
home  to  their  wives  or  fweelhearts,  as  a  great  prefent,  and  it  is  always  accepted  very 
kindly  from  them,  and  could  tiot  indeed  Welt  be  otherwife,  without  great  ingratilude, 
feeing  thefe  men  ordinarily  expofe  themfelves  to  great  danger,  if  not  to  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  to  procure  thofe  prefents  for  them. 

In  the  ^ce  of  the  rock,  fouth  from  the  town,  is  the  famous  done,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Midrefs-Stone  ;  it  refembles  a  door  exadly,  and  is  in  the  very  front  of  this  rock, . 
which  is  twenty  or  thirty  fathom  perpendicular  in  height,  the  figure  of  it  being  dif- 
cemible  about  the  didance  of  a  niile :  upon  the  lintel  of  this  door,  every  bachelor-. 
voer  is,  by  an  ancient  cudom,  obliged  in  honour  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  aSe^on  for 
'  the  love  of  his  miftrefs,  and  it  is  thus :  he  is  to  ftand  on  his  left  foot,  having  the  one- 
half  of  it  over  the  rock,  he  then  draws  the  right  foot  towards  the  left,  and  in  this  pof- 
ture,  bowing,  puts  both  his  fids  further  out  to  the  right  foot ;  after  he  has  performed  ~ 
this,  he  has  acquired  no  fmall  reputation,  being  ever  after  accounted  worthy  the  fined 
woman  in  the  world :  they  firmly  believe  this  achievement  is  always  attended  with  the 
defired  fuccefs. 

This  being  t^e  cudom  of  the  place,  one  of  the  inhakntants  ireiy  gravely  defired  me 
to  let  hiro  know  the  time  limited  by  me  fcM*  trying  this  piece  of  gallantry  before  I  de- 
figned  to  leave  the  place,  that  he  might  attend  me :  I  told  him  the  performance  would, 
have  a  quite  contrary  effect  upon  me,  by  robbing  me'both  of  my  life  and  midrefs  at  the 
fame  moment,  but  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  indded  on  the  good  fortune  at-- 
tending  it ;  but  I  mud  confefs  all  his  argumeDts  were  too  weak  to  make  me  attempt 
the  experiment. 
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They  take  their  meafures  in  going  to  the  leffpr  iflands.  from  the  appearance  bf  the 
heavens ;  for  when  k  is  clear  or  cloudy  in  fuch  a  quarter,  it  is  a  prognoftic  of  wind  or  ■ 
fair  weathev  ;  and  when  the  waves  are  high  on  the  eaft  point  of  the  bay,  it  is  an  infal- 
lible fign  of  a  Aorm,'  efpecially  if  they  appear  very  white,  even  though  the  weather  be 
at  that  time  calm. 

If  the  waves  in  the  bay  make  a  noife  as  they  break  before  their  beating  upon  the  fliore, 
k  is  an  infallible  forerunner  of  a  weft  wind ;  if  a  black  cloud  appears  above  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  bay,  a  fouth  wind  follows  fome  hours  afterwards.  .  It  is  obferved  of  the  fea. 
betwixt  St.  Kilda  and  the  ides  Lewis,  Harries,  &c.  that  it  rages  more  with  a  north  wind, 
than  when  it  blows  from  any  other  quarter.  And  it  is  likewife  obferved  to  be  lefs  raging 
with  the  fouth  wind  than  any  other. 

They  know  the  time  of  the  day  by  the  motion  of  the  fun  from  one  hill  or  rOck  to 
another  j  upon  either  of  thefe  the  fun  is  obferved  to  appear  at  different  tinies ;  and 
when  the  fun  does  not  appear,  they  meafure  the  day  by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
fea,  which  they  can  tell  exafily,  though  they  ihould  not  fee  the  (hore  for  fome  days 
together :  their  knowledge  of  the  tides  depends  upon  the  changes  of  the  moon,  which 
they  are  likewife  very  exaft  in  obferving. 

They  ufe  for  their  diverTion  fhort  clubs  and  balls  of  wood ;  the  fand  is  a  fair  Held  for 
this  fport  and  exercife,  in  which  they  take  great  pleafure,  and  are  very  nimble  at  it ;  they 
play  for  eggs,  fowl,  books,  or  tobacco ;  and  fo  eager  are  they  for  vidory,  that  they 
ftrip  themfelves  to  their  fliirts  to  obtain  it :  they  ufe  fwimming  and  diving,  and  are  very 
expert  in  both. 

The  women  have  their  affemblies  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  where  they  difeourfe  of 
their  affairs,  in  the  mean  time  employing  their  diftaff,  and  fjnnning  in  order  to  make 
their  blankets ;  they  fing  and  jeft  for  diverfion,  and  in  thdr  way  underAand  poetry,  and 
make  verfes.  Both  men  and  women  are  very  courteous  j  as  often  as  they  paffed  by 
us  every  day,  they  faluted  us  with  their  ordinary  compliment  of  **  God  fave  you ;"  each 
of  them  making  their  refpe£tive  curtfies. 

Both  fexcs  have  a  great  inclination  to  novelty ;  and,  perhaps,  any  thing  may  be 
tliought  new  with  them  that  is  but  different  from  their  way  of  managing  land,  cattle, 
fowl,  &c.  A  parcel  of  them  were  always  attending  the  minifter  and  me,  admiring  our 
habit,  behaviour,  &c.  In  a  word,  all  we  did  or  laid  was  wonderful  in  their  etleem ; 
but  above  all,  writing  was  moft  aftonifiung  to  them :  they  cannot  conceive  how  it  is 
poffible  for  any  mortal  to  exprels  the  conceptions  of  his  mind  in  fuch  black  char^ftere 
upon  white  paper.  After  they  had  with  admiration  argued  upon  this  fubjeft,  1  told 
them,  that  within  the  compafs  of  two  years  or  lefs,  if  they  pleafed,  they  might  eafily  be 
taught  to  read  and  write,  but  they  were  not  of  the  opinion. that  either  of  them  could  be 
obtained,'  at  leaA  by  them  in  an  age. 

The  officer,  in  his  embaffy  in  July  lad,  travelled  fo  for  as  to  land  on  the  continent 
next  to  Sky,  and  it  was  a  long  journey  for  a  native  of  St.  Kilda,  for  fcarce  any  of  the 
inhabitants  have  ever  had  the  opportunity  of  travelling  fo  far  into  the  world. 

l"hey  obferved  many  wonderful  things  in  the  courfe  of  their  travels ;  and  think  Mack* 
J,eod's  family  is  equivalent  to  that  of  an  imperial  court,  and  believe  the  King  alone  to  be 
fiiperior  to  him :  they  fay  his  lady  wore  fo  ftrange  a  lowland  drefs,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  them  to  defcnbe  it ;  they  admired  glafs  windows  hugely,  and  a  looking-glafs 
to  (hem  was  a  prodigy ;  they  were  amazed  when  they  law  hangings  covering  a  thick 
wall  of  ftone  and  lime,  and  condemned  it  as  vain  and  fuperSuous. 

They  reckon  the  year,  quarter,  and  month,  as  in  Great  Britain.    They  compute  the 

feveral  periods  of  time  by  the  Uvea  of  the  proprietors  and  itewat^s,  of  whofe  greateft 
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afUons  they  have  a  tradition^  of  vhtch  they  diTcourfe  with  as  great  fatisfaffion  as  anf 
hiftorian  reflefting  pn  the  CEefars,  or  greateft  generals  in  the  world. 

They  account  riding  one  of  ihe  greateft  of  earthly  grandeurs,  and  told  me  with  2  ' 
ftrange  admiration,  that  MackLeod  travelled  not  on  foot,  as  they  fuppofed  all  other 
men  did,  and  that  they  had  feen  feveral  horfes  which  were  kept  on  purpofe  for  him  to 
ride  upon. 

One  of  their  number  landing  in  the  ifle  of  Harries,  enquired  who  was  tfae  pro- 
prietor of  thofe  lands  ?  They  told  him  that  it  was  Mack-Leod ;  which  did  not  a 
little  Faife  his  opinion  of  hicn.  This  man  afterwards,  when  he  was  ia  the  ifle  of  Sky, 
and  had  travelled  fome  miles  there,  one  day  Handing  upon  an  eminence,  and  looking 
round  about,  fancied  he  faw  a  great  part  of  the  world,  and  then  aflced  to  whom  thofe 
lands  belonged  ?  and  when  one  of  the  company  had  acquainted  him,  that  Mack-Leod 
was  matter  of  thofe  lands  alfo,  the  St.  Kilda  man,  lifting  up  his  eyes  and  hands  to  hea- 
ven, cried  put  with  admiration,  '*  O  mighty  prince,  who  art  mafter  of  fuch  vafl:  terri- 
tories 1"  This  he  exprefied  fo  emphaticfilty  in  the  Ipftt  Language,  that  the  faying  ^m 
that  time  became  a.  proverb  whenever  any  body  would  exprefs  a  greatnefs  and  pleni- 
tude of  power. 

One  of  the  things  they  admu'ed  mod  was  the  growth  oF  trees ;  they  thought  the 
beauty  of  the  leaves  and  branches  admirable,  and  how  they  grew  to  fuch  a  height  above 
plants,  was  hr  beyond  their  conception :  one  of  them,  much  aftonifhed,  told  me  that 
the  trees  pulled  him  back  as  he  travelled  through  the  woods  -,  and  they  rt;folved  once 
to  carry  fome  few  of  them  on  their  backs  to  their  boats,  and  take  them  to  St.  Kilda, 
but,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  the  length  of  the  journey,  being  through  the  greateft  part 
of  theillenf  Sky,  deterred  them  from  this  undertaking,  for  though  they  excel  others 
in  ftrength,  they  are  yet  but  bad  travellers  on  foot,  being  fo  much  unufed  to  it. 

One  of  their  number  travelling  in  the  ifle  of  Sky  to  the  fouth  part  of  it,  thought  this  a 
prodigious  journey  ;  and  feeing  in  the  oppoflte  continent  the  fliire  of  Invemefs,  divided 
from  Sky  only  by  a  narrow  fea,  inquired  of  the  company  if  that  was  the  border  of 
England. 

One  of  the  St.  iCilda  men,  after  he  had  taken  a  prtttyhrgedok  of  aqua -vita,  2nd  was 
become  very  heavy  with  it,  as  he  was  falling  into  a  fleep,  and  fancying  it  to  be  his  laft, 
'  exprefled  to  hb  companions  the  great  falisfaOion  he  had  in  meeting  with  fuch  an  eafy 
paflage  out  of  this  world  ;  *'  For  (faid  he,  it  is  attended  with  no  kind  of  pain."  la 
fliort,  their  opinion  of  foreign  objeftsis  as  remote  from  the  ordinary  feniiments  of  other 
men,  as  they  are  themfeives  from  all  foreign  converfe. 

I  muft-not  omit  acquainting  the  reader,  that  the  account  given  of  the  failor's  rude- 
nefs  to  the  inhabitants  has  created  great  prejudices  in  them  againft  feamen  in  general ; 
and,  thoijgh  I  endeavoured  to  bring  them  into  fome  good  opinion  of  them,  it  will  not 
be  improper  to  fpeak  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  inhabitants  are  refolved  to  receive 
ftrangers.  They  will  admit  of  no  number  exceeding  ten,  and  they  too  mud  be  un- 
armed, or  the  inhabitants  will  oppofe  them  with  all  their  might ;  but  if  any  number  not 
exceeding  the  above,  come  peaceably,  and  with  good  defigns,  they  may  expeft  water 
and  fire^ra/M,  and  what  elfeihe  place  affords  on  the  eafieft  terms  m  the  worid. 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda  are  much  happier  than  the  generality  of  mankind,  being 
almoft  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  feel  the  fweetnefs  of  true  hberty  :  what  the 
condition  of  the  people  in  the  golden  age  is  feigned  by  the  poets  to  be,  that  theirs  really 
is,  I  mean,  in  innocence  and  (implicity,  purity,  mutual  love  and  cordial  &iendfliip,  free 
from  folicitous  cares,  and  anxious  covetuufnefs  ;  from  envy,  deceit,  and  diffimulation; 
Irom  ambitioa  and  pride,  taid  the  confequsnces  that  attend  them.  They  are  alto- 
gether 
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gether  ignorant  of  the  vices  of  foreigners,  and  governed  by  the  dilates  of  reafon  and 
Chridianity,  as  it  was  firll  delivered  to  them  by  thofe  heroic  foul^  whofe  zeal  mov^d 
them  to  undergo  danger  and  trouble  to  plant  religion  here  in  one  of  the  remoteft  ccr- 
ners  of  the  world. 
There  is  this  only  wanting  to  make  them  the  happieft  people  in  this  hdsitable  globe,  vl2. 
'  that  they  themfelves  do  not  know  how  happy  they  are,  and  how  much  they  are  above 
the  avarice  and  flavery  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  Their  way  of  living  makes  them  con> 
temn  gold  and  filver,  as  below  the  dignity  of  human  nature ;  they  live  by  the  muntfi* 
cence  of  Heaven,  and  have  no  deQgns  upon  one  another,  but  fuch  as  are  purely  fug' 
gefted  by  juflice  and  benevolence. 

There  being  about  thirty  of  the  inhabitants  one  day  together  in  the  iile  Soa,  they 
efpied  a  man  with  a  grey  coat  and  plaid,  in  a  Oiirt,  floating  on  the  fea  upon  his  belly^ 
and  bw  likewife  a  mall  pecking  at  bis  neck  ;  this  -vifion  continued  above  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and  then  difappeared ;  but  fhortly  after,  one  of  the  fpedators  chanced  to  fall 
into  the  fea,  and,  being  drowned,  refembled  the  forewarning  vifion  in  all  things,  and 
the  mall  was  alfo  feen  upon  his  neck  j  this  was  told  me  by  the  fteward  forae  years  be- 
fore, and  afterwards  was  confirmed  to  me  by  fuch  as  were  themfelves  eye-witnelTes  of  itk 

None  of  the  inhabitants  pretended  to  the  fecond  fight,  except  Roderick  the  impoftor,, 
and  one  woman,  and  flie  told  her  neighbours,  that  fhe  faw,  lome  weelcs  before  our 
coming,  a  boat  (different  from  that  of  the  fteward)  with  fome  ftrangers  in  it,  drawing 
near  to  their  ifle. 


An  Aecaunt  of  one  Roderick,  fuppofed  to  have  bad  Converfatton  with  a  familiar  Spirit,  and 
pretending  to  befent  by  St.  John  the  Bapti^ft,  with  new  Revelations  and  Difcoveries. 

AFTER  our  landing,  the  minifter  and  I,  according  to  our  Brft  refolution,  examined 
the  inhabitants  apart  concerning  the  new  pretended  religion  delivered  to  them  by  theif 
&Ife  prophet. 

All  of  them,  young  as  well  as  old,  both  men  and  women,  unanimoufly  agreed  in  the 
following  account :  they  heardly  congratulated  the  minifter^s  arrival,  and  at  the  fame 
time  declared  their  abhorrence  of  the  impoflor*s  delufions,  and  with  repeated  indanceS ' 
begged  for  the  Lord's  fake  that  he  might  be  for  ever  removed  out  of  the  ifle. 

This  impoftor  is  a  comely,  well.proporlioned  fellow,  red-haired,  and  exceeding  all  the 
JDhabiiants  of  St.  Kilda  in  ftrength,  cliiubing,  &c.  He  is  illiterate,  and  under  the 
fame  circumftances  with  his  'companions :  for  he  had  not  fo  much  as  the  advantage  of 
ever  feeing  any  of  the  Weftern  Ifles;  alt  his  converfation  being  with  the  fteward's 
retinue  only,  who  were  as  ignorant  of  letters  as  himfelf. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  took  the  liberty  of  going  to  fifh  00  a  Sunday  (a 
prafUce  altogether  unknown  in  St.  Kilda) ;  and  he  afferts,  that  in  his  return  homeward, 
a  man  in  a  lowland  drefs,  /.  e.  a  cloak  and  hat,  appeared  to  him  upon  the  road  ;  at  this 
unexpected  meeting,  Roderick  fell  flat  on  the  ground  in  great  diforder;  the  roan  de- 
fired  htm  not  to  be  furprifed  at  his  prefence,  for  that  he  was  John  the  Baptift  imme- 
diately come  from  heaven  with  good  tidings  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  who  had 
been  for  a  long  time  kept  in  ignorance  and  error ;  that  he  had  commiilion  to  inftrudt 
Roderick  in  the  laws  of  heaven  for  the  edification  of  his  neighbours :'  Roderick  an^ 
fwered,  that  he  was  no  way  qualified  for  ib  great  a  charge ;  but.  the  pretenvi^d  - 
Baptift  defired  him  to  be  of  good  courage,  for  that  he  would  inftantly  make  him  capable 
for  bis  miflion}  and  then  delivered  to  him  the  following  fcbeme,  in  wbidi  Roderick  fo 
3  ,-  '     " 
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mixed  the  laudable  cuftoms  of  the  church  wth  his  own  diabolical  inventions,  that  it 
became  impoflible  for  fo  ignorant  a  people,  to  diHinguiHi  the  one  from'the  other. 

The  firft  and  principal  command  he  impofed  upon  theni,  was  ^hat  of  the  Friday's  fall, 
which  he  enjoined  with  fuch  ftri£tnefs,  as  not  to  allow  one  of  them  to  tafle  any  kind 
of  food  before  night,  no,  not  fomuch  as  a  fnufF  of  tobacco,  which  they  love  extremely  ; 
this  bare  faft,  without  any  religious  exercife  attending  it,  was  the  firft  badge  and  cogni- 
zance of  his  followers.  He  perfuaded  the  people,  that  fome  of,  their  deceafed  neigh- 
bours were  nominated  faints  in  heaven,  and  advocates  for  thofe  who  furvived  ;  he  told 
them,  every  one  had  his  refpeflive  advocate  •,  that  the  anniverfary  of  every  faiqt  was  to 
be  commemorated  by  every  perfon  under  whofe  tutelage  he  was  reputed  to  be.  And 
this  is  oblerved  by  treating  the  neighbours  with  a  pleiitifu!  enteriainnient  of  beef  or 
mutton,  fowls,  &c.  the  impoftor  himfelf  being  ever  the  chief  gueft  at  the  feaft  ;  from 
whence  a  Ihare  of  the  provifion  was  punftually  fent  to  his  wife  and  children  ;  the  num- 
ber of  iheep  ordinarily  confumed  on  thefe  occafions  was  proportionable  to  the  ability  of 
him  that  beftowed  themv 

He  impofed  likewife  feveral  penances  which  they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to,  under 
pain  of  being  expelled  from  the  fociety  pf  his  congregation,  which  he  pretended  to  be 
founded  upon  no  lefs  authority  than  that  of  St.  John  the  Baplift,  and  threatened  to  in- 
Bi£t  the  fevereft  judgments  upon  thofe  who  ihould  prove  refra&ory,  and  not  obey 
his  injunfHons. 

The  ordinary  penance  he  impofed  upon  them,  was  making  them  ftand  in  cold  wa- 

■  ter,  without  any  regard  to  the  feafon,  during  his  pleafiye  ;  and  if  there  were  more  of 
■'  them  upon  whom  this  feverity  was  to  be  inSi^ed,  they  were  to  pour  cold  water  upon 

one  another's  heads  till  they  had  fatisfied  his  tyrannical  humour.  This  diabolical  feverity 
was  evidence  enough,  that  he  was  fent  by  him  who  is  the  "  father  of  lies,  and  was  a  mur- 
derer from  the  beginning." 

He  commanded  that' every  family  ihould  flay  a  flieep  upon  the  threfhold  of  thdr  doors, 
but  a  knife  muft  not  fo  much  as  touch  it ;  he  would  have  them  only  make  ufe  of  their 
crooked  fpades  for  their  inflruments  to  kill  them  with  ;  for  which,  if  duly  confidersd, 
^ere  is  nothing  more  improper,  the  edge  with  which  he  commanded  the  Iheep's  neck 
to  be  cut  being  almoft  half  an  inch  thick.  Now  this  was  to  be  done  in  the  evening, 
and  if  either  young  or  old  had  tailed  a  bit  of  the  meat  of  it  that  night,  the  equivalent 
number  of  flieep  were  to  be  flain  the  following  day,  after  the  former  manner. 

He  forbid  the  ufe  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandments,  and  inflead 
of  them  prefbribed  diabolical  forms  of  his  own.  His  prayers  and  rhapfodical  forms 
were  often  blended  with  the  names  of  God,  our  bleHed  Saviour,  and  the  immaculate 
Virgin  ;  he  ufed  the  Irifli  word  pherfic/jin,  i,  e.  verfes,  which  is  not  known  in  St.  Kilda, 
'  nor  in  the  north>weft  ifles,  except  to  fuch  as  can  read  the  IriOi  tongue.  But  what 
feemed  moft  remarkable  in  his  obfcure  prayers,  was  Ins  mentioning  Eli,  with  the  cha- 
rafler  of  our  preferver.  He  ufed  feveral  unintelligible  words  in  his  devotions,  of  which 
he  could  not  tell  the  meaning  himfelf;  faying  only  that  he  had  received  them  implicitly 
from  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  delivered  tnem  before  his  hearers  without  any  ex- 
plication. 

He  taught  the  women  a  devout  hymn,  which  he  called  the  Virgin  Mary's,  as  fent 
from  her  ;  this  hymn  was  never  delivered  in  public,  but  always  in  a  private  houfe,  or 
fome  remote  place,  where  no  eye  could  fee  them  but  that  of  heaven  ;  he  perfuaded  the 

■  innocent  women  that  it  was  of  fuch  merit  and  efficacy,  that  any  one  who  was  able  to 
repeat  it  by  heart  would  not  die  in  child-bearing  j  and  everywoman  paid  a  fiieep  to 
ihe  impoftor  for  teaching  her  the  hymn. 

The 
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Thepla^  and  manner  of  teaching  this  hj^mn  afforded  htm  a  fair  opportunity  of  de- 
'  bauching  many  of  the  fimple  women ;  and  this  fome  of  their  number  acknowledged  to  . 
the  miniiier  and  me  upon  examination. 

He  prefcribed  to  all  his  auditpry  long  rhymes,  which  he  called  pfalms;  tbefe  he  or- 
dinarily (ung  at  his  rhapfodical  preachments. 

He  endeavoured  to  alter  the  common  way  of  burying,  viz.  in  pladng  the  faces  of  the 
dead  to  the  eaft,  and  would  have  perfuaded  them  to  place  them  to  the  fouth,  and  that 
he  might  prevail  the  more  with  them  fo  to  do,  he  fet  the  bodies  of  thofe  of  his  own  fa* 
mily  who  happened  to  die  in  that  pofition :  but  the  inhabitants  would  never  follow  his 
example  in  this,  but  continued  their  former  practice. 

He  pel  fuaded  the  women,  that  if  in  all  things  they  complied  with  his  new  revelation^ 
they  ftiould  be  undoubtedly  carried  to  heaven,  and  that  in  thdr  journey  thither  they  were 
to  pafs  through  the  firmament  riding  upon  white  horfes.  Thefe  and  many  more  fuch 
whims  he  impofed  upon  the  people,  of  which  this  is  a  fliort  abftrad. 

This  unhappy  fellow,  to  confecrate  his  enterprize,  pitched  upoa  a  little  rifing  fpot  of 
ground,  which  he  called  John  the  Baptifl's  Bufh,  upon  which  he  faid  thefe  oracles  were 
aetivered  to  him.  This  bufh  was  from  that  time  forward  .believed  to  be  holy  ground^ 
and  mufl  not  be  trod  upon  by  any  of  their  cattle ;  if  by  chance  one  of  them  happen  to 
'  touch  it,  it  was  forthwith  to  be  flain  and  eaten  by  Roderick  and  the  owners ;  and  if  any 
proved  refradory,  and  were  refolved  to  fpare  their  cattle,  a  mofl  dreadful  comminatioa . 
wa's  ifliied  out  againd  them,  of  being  thenceforward  excluded  from  any  further  fellow- 
fliip  with  him,  until  they  fhould  acknowledge  their  faults,  and  comply  with  his  luxurious- 
defires,  which  to  difobey  he  made  them  believe  was  damnable.  It  was  reckoned  tnerb 
torious  for  any  body  to  reveal  thofe  who  had  tranfgreffed  the  orders  given  by  him. 

This  impoftor  continued  forfeveral  years  without  controul,  to  delude  thefe  innocent 
well-meaning  people,  until  at  lafl  his  villainous  defign  upon  the  women  was  found  out». 
vhich  he  intended  to  accomplifh  under  the  mafk  of  the  devout  hymn  he  taught  them,, 
and  was  firft  difcovered  by  the  officer's  wife,  who  the  impoftor  firil  made  a  profelyte  of 
to  his  falfe  doftrines,  and  after  that  would  have  debauched  her  from  her  conjugal  fidelity. 
This  woman  was  To  heroically  virtuous,  as  to  communicate  his  lewd  defign  to  her  huf- 
band,  who  ordered  the  matter  fo  as  to  be  in  a  room  hard  by  at  the  time  he  fuppofed , 
Roderick  would  be  coming,  where  he  continued  till  this  letcher  began  to  carefs  his  wife, 
and  then  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  feafonably  to  appear  to  her  refcue,  and  boldly  re--, 
proved  the  impoftor  for  his  wicked  pradices,  which  were  fo  widely  contrary  to  his  pro* 
fefhoD,  and  that  upon  the  whole  it  appeared  he  had  no  true  miffion. 

The  impoltor  was  very  much  furprifed  at  this  unexpected'  and  fata!  difappointment^ 
which  put  him  into  an  extreme  diforder,  infomuch  that  he  afked  the  ofScer's  pardon,, 
acknowledged  his  crime,  and  promifed  never  to  attempt  the  like  again.  The  oiGcer 
continued  to  upbraid  him,  telling  him  he  was  infligated  by  the  devil ;  that  innocence  and- 
chaflity  were  always  the  effects  of  true  rel^on,  and  that  the  contrary  practices  were' 
.  countenanced  only  by  h\k  prophets ;  and  that  now  no  other  proof  was  wandng  of  bis- 
being  a  notorious  deceiver :  however  the  impoftor  s  great  reputation  prevailed  with  the 
officer  to  patch  up  a  frit^ndfhip,  for  the  continuance  of  which  he  condefcended  to  be  . 
Roderick's  fponfor  at  the  baptifm  of  one  of  his  children  ;  of  which  ceremony  an  account- 
has  been  given  :  when  there  is  no  opportunity  of  being  fponlor  to  each  other,  and  it 
is  thought  neceffary  to  enter  into  bonJs  of  friendfhip  at  baptifm,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
weflem  ifles  fupply  this  ceremony  by  tafling  a  drop  of  each  other's  blood. 

Notwithllanding  the  friendfliip  thus  patched  up.  between  the  officer  and^  Roderick,, 
the  tatter's  mifcarriages  got  air,  which  admiaiflcEed  occaftoa  to  the  mofl  thinking  among. 
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ihem  to  doubt  much  of  his  miffion  ;  his  father,  who  was  reputed  a  very  honed  man, 
told  him  frequently  that  he  was  a  deceiver,  and  would  come  to  a  fatal  end.  For  this  tm' 
potior  once  prophefied  that  one  of  the  inhabitants  (whofe  name  I  have  heard)  Oiuuld 
be  killed  in  a  battle,  to  be  fought  in  the  ifle  of  Harries,  wiihin  a  limited  fpace  of  time; 
the  unthinking  man  relying  on  this  infallible  oracle,  ventured  more  defperately  on  (he 
ibck  than  ufuai,  fancying  he  could  not  fall,  but  it  fo  happened  that  he  tumbled  over 
and  was  drowned,  at  which  the  inhabitants  were  a  good  deal  alarmed;  but  the  impoftor 
ftill  continued  in  the  exeiclfe  of  his  pretended  million. 

Cne  of  the  inhabitants  called  Muldonich,  alias  Levis^  coufm-german  to  this  man, 
had  a  ewe  which  brought  forth  three  lambs  at  one  time,  which  were  feen' feeding  upon 
the  facred  bulh,  but  Lewis  refufed  to  comply  with  the  order  for  killing' the  ftieep,  and 
had  the  boldnefs  to  aver  that  it  was  an  unreafonable  piece  of  worfhip  to  deJtroy  fo  many 
cattle,  and  deprive  the  owners  of  their  property,  adding  withal,  that  he  never  heard  any 
fuch  thing  praftifed  in  any  of  the  weOem  ifles  upon  a  religious  account.  The  impoflor 
infilled  that  the  heavenly  command  was  to  be  obferved  by  all  his  followers,  adding  the 
dreadful  threatening  againll  fuch  as  proved  difobedient ;  but  Lewis  nevertheleis  re- 
mained obdinate,  chufing  to  be  excluded  from  fuch  worfhip  rather  than  kill  his  flieep.' 

The  fitly  people  expe^ed  no  lets  than  a  fpeedy  judgment  to  befell  this  recufant ;  but 
vfhen  nothing  enfued  upon  his  difobedience,  they  all  began  to  have  a  lefs  veneration  for 
the  impottor  than  before ;  and  began  to  think  within  themfelves  that  they  might  as 
Tvell  have  ventured  to  run  the  fame  rifqae  with  Lewis  for  the  prefervation  of  their  cattle. 

Notwithftanding  this  notorious  villainy,  the  impoftor  continued  to  maintain  his  au- 
ihority,  till  one  night  (for  it  was  always  at  nighl  that  he  kept  his  religious  meetings),  by- 
a  fpeciai  providence,  a  boy  of  the  ifle  of  Harries,  (who  had  ftaid  with  his  father  a  year 
in  St.  Kilda,  and  was  employed  in  mending  their  boat)  happened  to  go  into  the  houfe 
where  Roderick  was  preaching ;  the  boy  lurked  in  the  dark,  and  gave  his  ^ther  an  ac- 
count  of  what  be  had  heard,^  at  lead  fo  hx  as  he  could  remember ;  which  the  boy's 
father  communicated'  to  the  fteward  upon  his  arrival,  who  being  highly  concerned  at 
the  relation  given  him,  carried  Roderick  along  with  him  to  the  ifle  of  Skie  before  the 
late  Mack-Leod,  who  forbid  him  from  that  time  forward  to  preach  any  more,  on  paia 
of  death.* 

This  was  a  fenfible  mortification,  as  well  as  difappointment  to  the  impoflor,  who  had 
flattered  himfelf  that  Mack-Leod  would  hear  him  preach,  and  expelled  no  lefs  than  to 
perfuadehim  to  become  a  profelyte,  as  he  has  fmce  confefTed. 

This  fellow  aflerts,  that  every  night  after  he  had  aflembled  the  people,  he  heard  a 
Toice  without  faying,  •*  Come  you  out ;"  which  when  he  heard,  he  had  no  power  to 
Rzy  within  ;  and  that  after  his  going  forth,  John  the  Baptifl  always  met  him,  and  in- 
flrufted  him  what  he  fiiould  fay  to  the  people  at  that  particular  meeting.  He  fays,  that 
St.  John  ufed  to  repeat  the  difcourfe  to  him  only  once,  which  he  owns  he  could  fcarcely 
remember  one  fentence  of,  and  therefore  he  enquired  of  the  faint  how  to  behave  himfelf 
in  this  cafe ;  that  the  anfwer  was,  **  Go,  you  have  it ;"  which  the  impoflor  believing, 
was  upon  his  return  able  to  deliver  fluently  all  he  had  heard,  and  would  continue,  after 
his  own  way,  for  feveral  hours  together,  to  preach  until  he  had  lulled  mofl  of  his  hearers 
to  fleep. 

"When  the  earthquake  before-mentioned  was  over,  one  of  the  inhabitants  enquired  of 
liim  with  admiration  how  the  rock  was  made  to  tremble?  he  anfwered,  that  it  was  the 
cffed  of  pleafant  mufick  played  by  a  devout  faint  in  a  church  under  ground :  bis  n«gh- 
bour  owned  his  love  for  mufick,  but  heartily  wilhed  never  to  hear  any  more  pf  this 
kind,  which  carried  fo  great  toror  ahmg  with  it. 
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The  impoftor  owned  the  truth  of  all  this  account,  firft  to  the  minifter  and  nie,  and 
then  publicly  after  dirine  fervice,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  inhabitants,  and  fuch  as 
were  come  to  that  place  from  the  ifle  of  Harries.  The  minifter  and  congregation 
jointly  prayed  for  repentance  and  pardon  to  this  poor  wretch,  which  when  ended,  we 
carried  him  and  alt  the  inhabitants  to  the  bufh  pretended  to  be  facr^d ;  he  hinifelf, 
leading  the  van,  was  commanded  to  demolifh  that  wall  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
built  round  the  faid  bufli  (which  otherwife  would  in  a  fhori  time  have  proved  a  purga- 
tory, to  have  robbed  them  of  all  their  goods),  which  he  and  the  inhabitants  did  in  the 
Ipace  of  an  hour ;  we  made  them  fcatter  the  llones  up  and  down  in  the  6eld,  left  their 
pofterity  might  fee  fuch  a  monument  of  folly  and  ignorance.  We  reproved  the  cre- 
dulous people  for  complying  implicitly  with  fuch  follies  and  delufions  as  were  delivered 
to  them  by  the  inipoftor  j  and  all  of  them  wuh  one  voice  anfwered,  that  what  they  did 
was  unaccountable ;  but  feeing  one  of  their  own  number  and  ftauip  in  all  refpefb,  en- 
dued, as  they  fancied,  with  a  powerful  faculty  of  preaching  fa  fluently  and  frequently, 
and  pretending  to  converfe  with  John  the  Baptlft,  they  were  induced  to  believe  his  mif- 
jion  from  heaven,  and  therefore  complied  with  his  commands  without  difpute,  and  the 
•rather,  as  he  did  not  attempt  to  change  their  taws  of  neighbourhood. 

They  now  regret  their  wandering,  and  hope  that  God  may  pardon  their  error^  as 
what  they  did  was  with  a  delign  (though  a  miHaken  one)  to  ferve  him. 

They  are  now  overjoyed  to  lind  themfelves  undeceived,  and  the  light  of  the  gofpel 
reflored  to  them,  as  it  was  at  hrft  delivered  to  their  anceftors  by  the  firft  Chriftian 
-monks,  who  had  gone  thither  to  inftruft  them. 

This  impoftor  is  a  poet,  and  alfo  endued  with  that  care  iaculty  of  enjoying  the  fecond 
fight,  which  makes  it  the  more  probable  that  he  was  haunted  by  a  familiar  fpirit.  It 
hath  been  obferved  of  him,  before  his  impofture  was  difcovered,  that  fo  often  as  he  was 
employed  by  the  fteward  to  go  to,  or  return  from^  Harries,  they  were  always  expofed 
to  the  greateft  dangers  by  violent  ftorms,  being  at  one  time  driven  hfty  leagues  to  the 
4iorth-ea(l,  and'by  fpeciat  providence  were  at  laft  caft  upon  the  little  ifle  Rona,  twenty 
leagues  north-ealt  of  Lewis :  the  fleward's  wife,  and  all  his  crew  refie£ting  upon  thefe 
dangers  fince  the  difcovery  of  his  impofture,  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  receive 
him  again  into  their  boat.  They  often  intreated  Mr.  Campbell  and  me  not  lo  admit 
him  into  our  boat,  but  we  did  not  yield  to  thefe  fears,  for  we  received  and  brought  him 
along  with  us,  and  afterwards  delivered  him  to  the  fteward's  fervants  ia  the  iQe  of  Pabby 
in  Harries,  where  be  remaine  ftilt  in  cuttody  in  order  to  his  tiiaL 
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Oivm  TO  ItR  KOVEKT  IIIBALD   mv  THI  LOUD  RIOIITBR    IIK  OSOKGE  H'SINZIt.  Or  TIKBAT. 

Hirta. 

'"I  ■'HE  ifland  of  Hirta,  of  all  the  ifles  about  Scotland,  lleth  fartheft  out  into  die fea, 
X  is  very  mountainous,  and  not  acceffible  but  by  climbing  -.  it  is  incredible  what  num- 
ber of  fowls  frequent  the  rocks  there ;  fo  far  as  one  can  fee  the  fea  is  covered  with 
them,  and  when  they  rife  they  darken  the  (ky,  they  are  fo  numerous  ;  they  are  ordi- 
narily catched  this  way  :  a  man  lies  upon  his  back  with  a  long  pole  in  his  hand,  and 
knocketh  them  down  as  they  fly  over  him.  There  be  many  forts  of  thefe  fowls  j  fomc 
of  them  of  ftrange  fhapes,  among  which  there  is  one  they  call  the  gare-fowl,  which  is 
bigger  than  a  goofe,  and  hath  eggs  as  big  almoft  as  thofe  of  the  ollrich.  Among  the 
other  commodities  they  export  out  of  the  ifland,  this  is  none  of  the  mcaneft.  They 
take  the  fiit  of  thefe  fowls  that  frequent  the  ifland  and  fluflF  the  ftomach  of  this  fowl 
with  it,  which  they  preferve  by  hanging  it  near  the  chimney,  where  it  is  dried  with  the 
fmoke,  and  they  fell  it  to  their  neighbours  on  the  continent,  as  a  remedy  they  ufe  for 
aches  and  pains. 

Their  Oieep  upon  that  iiland  of  Hirta  are  iar  Cerent  from  all  others,  having  long 
legs,  long  horns,  and  inftead  of  wool,  a  bluifli  hair  upon  them ;  for  the  6gure  and  de- 
fcription  it  feems  to  approach  In  refemblance  to  the  ovit  Cbifenfij,  Some  natural  hiflo- 
rians  make  mention  of  the  milk  of  thofe  ffaeep  ;  they  make  butter  and  a  fort  of  cheefe, 
which  my  Lord  Regifler  faith  pleafes  his  tafte  better  than  Holland  cheefe.  They  have 
no  fait  there  but  what  they  make  by  burning  of  fea-tangle,  which  is  very  black.  Thdr 
greateft  trade  is  in  feathers  they  fell  j  and  the  exercife  they  affed  moll  is  climbing  of 
fteep  rocks :  he  is  the  prettieft  man  who  ventures  upon  the  moll  inacceflible,  though  all 
they  gain  is  the  eggs  of  the  fowls,  and  the  honour  to  die,  as  many  of  their  anceflors,  by 
breaking  of  their  necks ;  which  Hiny  obferves  of  thefe  people,  which  he  calls  byperborei, 

Rena- 

THE  ifland  of  Rona  hath  for  many  generations  been  inhabited  by  five  families,  which 
feldom  exceed  thirty  fouls  in  aH :  they  have  a  kind  of  commonwe^th  among  them,  in 
fo  far  if  any  of  them  have  more  children  than  another,  he  that  hath  fewer  taketh  from 
the  other  what  makes  his  number  equal,  and  the  excrefcence  of  above  thirty  fouls  is  fent 
with  the  fummer  boat  to  the  Lewis  to  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  their  mafter,  to  whom  they 
pay  yearly  fome  quantity  01  meal  ditched  up  in  flieeps*  fkins,  and  feathers  of  fea-fow& 
They  have  no  fuel  for  fire  upon  the  ifland ;  but  by  the  fpecial  providence  of  God,  the 
fea  yearly  calls  in  fo  much  timber  as  ferves  th^m :  their  Iheep  there  have  wool,  but  of  a 
bluifli  colour. 

There  is  a  chapel  in  the  midfl  of  the  ifle,  where  they  meet  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  One 
of  the  families  is  hereditaiy  beddall.  and  the  mailer  of  that  ftands  at  the  altar  and  pray- 
eth,  the  reft  kneel  upon  their  knees  and  join  with  him.  Their  religion  is  the  Romifli 
religion :  there  is  always  one  who  is  chief,  and  commands  the  reft,  and  they  are  fo  well 
faiisBed  with  thar  condition,  that  they  exceedingly  bewul  the  condition  of  thofe,  as- 
fupemumerary,  they  muft  fend  out  of  the  ifland. 
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A  BRIEP  DESCRWTION 

OF 

ORKNET,  ZETLAND,  PIGHTLAND-FIRTH,  AND  CAITHNESS; 

WHEKIIII,   AFTIK     t    SHOKT    JOUKNAL     OP    THE     AUTHOr's    VOYAGE   THITHEK,     THESE    ROIT 
rLACES    AEB    FIEST    MOEE  GEHERALLV    DSSCllSfiO  i 
THEN  A   rAKTICULAE    VIEW  IS    ClVtN   OP    THE    lEVEKAl    ISLES   TftSKETO   BELOMOING  : 
TOGETHEK    WITH    AH   ACCOUNT  OT   WHAT    IJ    MO»T  EARB    AND  EEMAEKABLI  THEREIN  i   WITH 

authoe's  obiertatiohe  THSREvroM. 
Sr  JOHN  SHAND.* 


TO   HIS   CRACB   JAMES   DUKE   OF  HAHILTOH. 
MAT  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  GRACE, 

UPON  my  return  from  Zetland,  as  bound  in  duty,  I  paid  my  rerpeSs  to  your  Grace, 
tvho  was  pleafed  to  afk  if  I  had  kept  a  diary  ?  which  I  acknowledged,  but  could 
not  fliew  it,  till  the  remarks  therein  contained  were  tranfcribed,  which  when  done, 
your  Grace  Ibould  hive  them  to  glance  at  fome  Idfure  hour.  Thus  your  command 
giving  rife  to  this  undertaking,  I  have  prefumed  to  make  the  dedication  to  your  Grace. 

The  noble  and  illuftrious  family  of  Hamilton,  the  firft  in  the  nation,  ftandeth  in  no 
need  of  panegyrics  from  me  to  fet  forth  its  eminency.  His  Grace  your  father,  was  very 
inftrumental  in  fettling  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  kingdom  at  the  late  merciful  and 
wonderful  revolution,  as  became  a  patriot  of  his  country  ;  under  whofe  prefidency,  in 
the  convention  of  eflates,  the  government  of  our  church  was  rellored,  which  fmce  hath 
been  confirmed  by  the  fubfequent  parliaments.. 

In  his  furviving  confort,  your  pious  mother,  thefe  endowments  and  qualifications 
requifite  in  the  confort  of  a  prince  have  eminently  fhined  forth,  which  will  embalm  her 
name  to  fucceeding  generations :  her  likewife  being  fo  very  helpful  to  many  afflicted 
ones,  both  in  the  former  years  of  this  church's  diftrefs  and  trouble,  and  in  the  latter  of 
great  fcarcity  and  dearth,  ihe  knowing  how  valuable  are  the  blefliags  of  thofe  who  were 
ready  to  perifii. 

Your  Grace's  honourable  appearance  for,  and  acknowledgment  of,  p:efbyterian  go- 
vernment in  the  lall  felEon  of  parliament,  was  acceptable  to -many ;  and  I  hope  your 
Grace  fliall  never  have  caufe  to  repent  of  your  continuing  to  favour  the  ancient  govern- 
ment of  this  church,  which  as  it  is  conform  to  the  fcripture  plan,  fo  the  ^ord  hath  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  own  and  countenance  it,  in  the  great  things  he  hath  done  for  and 
by  the  minifters  and  profeffors  thereof. 

Among  tbefe  things  for  which  you  Hand  obliged  to  the  wife  conduct  of  providence, 
one  is,  that  you  have  been  fo  well  direSed  in  the  happy  choice  of  your  conforts.  Your 
prefent  lady  of  afweet  and  gentle  temper';  her  carriage  obliging  and  difcreet  to  all  j  her 
loving  to  entertain  pious  and  religious  difcourfe ;  her  moded  and  exemplary  drefs  :  I 
wifli  ihe  may  prove  a  blelTrng  to  your  illuihious  &mily,  and  be  as  Rachel  or  as  Leah, 
which  two  did  build  up  he  thoufe  of  Ifrael. 

Your  noble  brother  Lord  George  hath  been  created,  by  our  prefent  gracious  King, 
Earl  of  Orkney,  for  his  heroick  appearances,  under  the  aufpidous  condud  of  our  King, 
who  was  pleafed  to  take  notice  thereof,  fome  of  thefe  being  under  His  Majefty's  view  j 

*  Edinburght  1701-   Svo. 
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and  in  teftimony  of  his  royal  favour,  dignify  him  with  this  honourable  title,  which  in 
the  years  of  ancient  times  hath  blazoned  the  efcutcheoos  af  lungs. 

Tlie  branches  of  your  illuftrious  family  do  flourilh  in  feveral  parts  of  the  nation, 
though  God  in  his  holy  providence  hath  made  lately  a  breach  thereupon,  to  your  grief, 
and  the 

You  ble  family  of  Douglas,  girea  me 

occafio;  oufe  and  the  princes  of  Orkney. 

Williar  ick  Douglas,  by  Egidia  or  Giles, 

daughti  ame  name  married  to  Henry  Sin- 

clair, u  ter,  and  Prince  of  Orkney.     To 

him  fu<  Elizabeth  Douglas,  daughter  to 

Archib  ^hofe  titles  were,  Knight  of  the 

Golder  >  Duke  of  Holdenburgh,  Earl  of 

Caithn<  idmiral  of  Scotland,  &c. 

My  iie  moft  of  moi  are  taken  with,  as 

being  t  lin  the  reputation  of  any,  though 

able  to  if  they  be  ignorant  of  thetr  own, 

and  pis  lefs  remarkable  do  occur,  which 

may  b(  >us  inquirers. 

But  improvement  of  natural  cbrerveSr 

and  uli  _  an  and  piety.     The  knowledge  of 

Chrift  is  the  queen  of  fciences;  hence  a  learned  ^ul  "  determineth  to  know  nothing 
but  Chrid  and  him  crucified  ;"  and.  thofe  who  in  all  ages  have  been  wife  unto  falvation, 
have  preferred  Chrift's  crofs  to  the  world's  crown  :  apd  with  Mofes,  "  redtoned  his 
worft  things  better  than  the  world's  bed."  ■  The  knowledge  of  all  other  things  without 
the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  is  as  a  ihadow  without  thefubftance,  and  a  body  without  the 
head,  as  fome  have  inftituted  the  comparifon  ;  yea  they  are  cim^roi  without  mind  and 
judgment:  the  cardinal  virtues,  astfaey  are, called,  may  be  attained  in  fliew,  but  not  in 
truth,  Quid  enim  iliis  cum  viriutibus  qui  Dei  •uiriutem  Cbrifiuni  ignorant  ?  all  the  glory 
and  grandeur  of  the  world,  laid  in  the  balance  with  this. piece  of  faving  knowledge,  is 
but  as  a  grain  weight  lence  a  notable  laying  of  a 

truly  noble  lord,  whe;  ;ligion,  tempting  him  with 

Ipkndid  and  rich  offe  with  them,  who  think  alt 

the  glory  of  the  worl  us  Chrift."     And  truly  it 

is  but  fmall  gain  the  :  >,  if  after  all  his  labour  in 

the  records  of  anljqu:  ^r  be  through  the  maze  of 

intricate  difquifition  I  all  his  learning  be  thnill 

into  hell,  being  forcf  srted  the  learned  Grodus 

once  did,  jib  vttamp 

My  Lord,  I  hope  i  ce  that  I  have  a  little  en- 

larged this  epiftle,  in  icli  fo  much  tranfcendeth 

our  commendation  ai  o  accrue  to  us,  and  among 

others,  when  there  ai  ;  confcience  for  ever  after 

ufeth  to  hang  about  them,  notwithltanding  the  tenor  of  thdr  lives  hath  been  aflkulted 
with  manifold  tentations.  That  your  Grace  may  dill  continue  to  be  a  true  lover  of 
your  country,  and  a  zealous  allerier  of  her  rights  and  liberties,  is  and  fhall  be  the  defire 
of  him  who  is. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 
Your  Grace's  moft  humble  and  moft  dutiful  fervant, 

JOHN  BRAND. 
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PREFACE    TO    THE    READER. 

I  SHALL  not  inCiit  on  an  apology  why  I  trouble  the  fweating  prefs,  though  I  might 
nfe  and  plead  the  common  topics  taken  from  the  advice  and  importunity  of  others, 
and  to  prevent  the  pubHfhing  of  fome  of  thefe  remarks,  excerpt  from  my  papers,  by 
fome  into  whofe  hands  they  had  fallen,  after  they  had  lien  by  me  feveral  months. 

There  are  feveral  grave  perfons  in  thefe  ides  of  good  and  folid  judgment,  both  mi- 
nifters  and  others,  who  being  better  acquainted  with  the  places  of  their  ordinary  refi- 
dence  than  it  can  be  fuppofcd  I  had  occafion  to  be,  might  have  publifhed  fomething 
more  valuable  on  this  head,  and  fet  their  remarks  in  a  clearer  light ;  as  likewife  fome 
of  my  dear  brethren  of  the  commiHion  might  have  done  it  to  greater  advantage.  Yet 
the  engagements  that  lay  on  me  to  tranfcribe  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences,  and  thp 
felicitation  of  fotne  thereupon  to  publifh  them,  have  fome  way  obliged  me  to  make  this 
appearance.  However  if  others  hereby  Jhall  be  excited  to  ferve  the  public,  by  giving 
a  ftiller  and  clearer  defcription  of  thefe  generally  little  known  places,  this  eflay  will  not 
prove  altogether  unufeful ;  and  if  1  had  known  that  any  intended  to  have  publiflied 
fomething  of  this  nature,  the  world  had  not  been  troubled  with  my  fcribbling. 

I  hope  none  will  judge  that  I  aft  without  my  line,  in  giving  defcriptions  of  this  nature, 
feeing  all  are  called  to  "  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord  and  talk  of  his  doings,"  as 
they  have  occafion  :  and  all  along  I  endeavour  to  keep  in  mind  the  character  I  bear,- 
dropping  fomething  of  a  fpiritual  improvement. 

Our  hiftorians,  fuch  as  I  have  confulted,  have  given  but  a  very  brief  and  lame,'  and 
m  fome  things  a  falfc,  account  of  thofe  places,  efpecially  Zetlaild,  which  is  unknown  to  • 
the  mod  of  the  nation,  if  not  that  they  have  only  heard  there  were  fuch  iJles  a^  the 
Zetlandick.  It  is  true,  there  is  one  Mr.  Wallace,  a  late  rainifier  in  Orkney,  who  hath 
gratified  the  world  by  giving  a  defcription  of  the  Orkney  ifles;  but  neither  Zetland  nor 
Caithnefs  doth  he  meddle  with  :  and  as  to  Orkney,  there  are  feveral  things  which  de- 
ferve  their  own  remark  he  makes  no  mention  of  j  and  others  have  fallen  out  fince  his- 
time,  which  I  have  noticed  ;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  the  account  now  given  even  of 
Orkney  will  appear  almoft  new  to  any  who  ihall  be  pleafed  to  compare  the  two  de-- 
fcriptions  together. 

No  doubt  but  fuch  as  know  thefe  places  will  deliderate  ieveral- things  no  lefs  remark- 
able than  what  are  ©bferved  J  but  Hill  my  reader  would  remember  that  this  is  tjut  a- 
diary  tranfcribed.  Yet  this  1  may  fay,  as  I  have  not  willingly  fufFered  myfelf  to  be  im- 
pofed  on,  fo  neither  have  I  inipofed  any  thing  on  the  creiUiJous  world,  but  delivered 
fuch  things  which  either  I  was  witnefs  to,  or  had  good  ground  to  believe  from  perfons- 
worthy  of  credit ;  fo  that  if  any  thing  appear  queftionable,  I  have  ordinarily  in  general^ 
given  my  author  for  it, 

i  fuppofe  the  judicious  reader,  in  pcrufing  the  following  iheets,  will  find  things  both 
curious  and  inftruftive,  affording  matter  of  meditation  to  the  wife  obfervers  of  Provi- 
dence. 

As  to  any  philbfophtcal  or  philological  obferves,  as  I  am  unfit  for,'fo  am  I  far  from  a' 
magifterial  diftatJng  of  them  to  any,  but  fbberly  propofed  my  own  fentiments,  which  if 
my  reader  do  not  relilh,  he  may  follow  his  own.  • 

Although  the  ftyle  be  not  quaint  and  elegant,  embellifhed  with  the  ornaments  of  art, 
yet  I  hope  it  will  be  found  plain  and  intelligible  ;  and  though  fometimes  obliged  to  ex- 
prefs  myfelf  in  the  diateft  or  idiotifm  of  the  country,  yet  ordinarily  fuch  words  and 
phrafes  are  fome  way  explained  :  fo  when  I  fpeak  of  Orkney  or  Zetland,  as  not  in  Scot- 
land, though  depending  thereupon,  I  exprefs  myfelf  as  the  country  do. 
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As  to  the  commidions  work  I  have  not  meddled  therewith,  except  when  the  thread 
of  the  hiftory  did  require  me  to  touch  it.  However,  this  I  may  add,  our  weak  endea- 
vours for  the  advancement  of  the  interett  of  our  lx)rd  Jefus  in  thefe  remote  corners 
have  not  been  found  by  fuperior  judicatories  altogether  unfuccefsful ;  and  I  fuppofe  it 
repents  none  of  us  of  our  voyage  thither,  however  dangerous  it  did  prove. 


J  DSSCRIPTION  OF  ORKNETy  tSc. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  a  principle  generally  acknowledged,  that  all  men  in  their  feveral  flations,  accor- 
ding to  their  capacities,  are  carefully  to  (ludy  the  maintaining  and  promoting  of  the 
good  and  intereft  of  that  kingdom,  nation,  or  fociety,  whereof  they  are  members ;  for 
if  it  go  not  well  with  the  public  in  common,  it  cannot  reafonably  be  thou^t  rtiat  the 
happinefs  of  any  in  particular  can  long  continue,  more  than  it  can  go  well,  with  the  fe. 
veral  members  of.i  natural  body,  when  the  body  itfelf  is  diftreffed.  It  was  this  generous 
love  and  concern  for  their  country  that  fo  fignalifed  the  ancient  Romans,  and  made 
them  in  a  Ihort  time  arrive  to  fuch  a  height  of  glory  and  honour :  unto  this  did  iheir 
philofophcrs,  poets,  and  orators  warmly  excite  their  fellow-citizens,  fo  that  thfr  more  or 
the  lefs  any  laid  out  themfelves  this  way,  their  achievements  accordingly  were  reputed 
noble  and  heroic,  and  their  perfons  renowned. 

Yet  much  more  will  we  find  ourfelves  bound  to  advance  one  another's  good,  if  we 
look  on  ourfelvess  not  only  as  men  and  members  of  the  body  politic,  but  as  Chriftians 
and  members  of  that  body,  whereof  Chrift  is  the  head  ;  therefore  our  love  of,  care  for, 
and  fympaihy  with  one  another,  is  much  commended  in  holy  fcripture,  which  the  apollle 
well  illuftrateth  in  feveral  places  by  that  appofile  and  elegant  fimilitude  of  the  members 
of  a  natural  body,  their  confpiring  to  the  mutual  good  of  one  another  j  and  exprefsly 
commandeth,  "  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  alfo  on  the  things  of 
others  ;"  and  the  want  thereof  he  doth  heavily  regret  in  the  fame  chapter :  *•  For  I 
have  no  man  likeminded,  who  will  natui  ally  care  for  your  ftate :  for  all  feek  their  own, 
not  the  things  which  are  Jefus  Chrift's  :"  which  felfifh  and  narrow  fpirit,  as  it  hath  too 
much  prevailed  in  all  ages  of  the  Chriftian  church  fince  the  days  of  the  apoftles;  fo  in  none 
wore  than  this  of  ours,  as  the  learned  Owen  obferveth,  imputing  the  ihame  and  the  almoft 
min  of  Chriftianity  thereunto.  "  The  Lord  Chrift  (faith  heji  hath  ordained  that  the 
Ipembers  of  the  fame  church  and  fociety  fliould  mutually  watch  over  one  another,  and 
the  whole  body  over  all  the  members  unto  their  edification ;  and  that  the  praftice  of  it 
Is  fo  mtxh  loft  as  it  is,  is  the  fliame  and  almoft  ruin  of  Chriftianity." 

But  morcefpecially  thefe  cloathed  with  authority  civil  or  ecclefiaftic  ftand  obliged  to 
this  public  care,  minifters  being  as  pilots  or  governors  under  Chrift  to  the  fliip  of  the 
church,  as  magiftraies  under  God  are  to  that  of  thi  ftate.  And  the  charge  of  minifters 
having  a  more  immediate  refpefl  to  the  foul  and  better  part  of  man,  they  are  called  the 
more  diligently  to  ta'ie  heed  thereto,  and  fo  to  fteer  their  courfe  through  the  boifterous 
fea  of  this  world,  as  that  not  only  they  themfelves  at  length  may  arrive  and  reft  at  the 
fjir-havens  of  Immanuel's  land,  but  that  alfo  through  grace  they  may  carry  along  many 
with  them  embarked  on  the  fame  bottom  of  the  covenant,  by  the  means  of  word  and 
dilcipline.  Minifters  are  ftewards,  watchmen,  (hepherds,  bifliops,  or  OTerfeers,  &c. } 
all  which  do  imply  a  charge  to  be  difcbarged  by  them  for  the  good  of  others. 
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Minifters  may  be  confidered  in  a  threefold  relation,  i.  As  Chriftians  related  to  Chrift, 
which  is  common  to  them  with  all  believers.  2.  As  mtniClera,  and  related  to  that  parti- 
cular church  or  portion  of  the  church  in  general,  the  infpe^lion  whereof  is  afljgned  to 
them,  and  in  which  more  efpecially  and  immediately  they  are  called  to  labour.  3.  As 
they  (land  related  to  the  church  national,  whereof  they  are  minifters,  whofe  good  they 
are  to  endeavour,  as  God  in  his  holy  and  wife  providence  (hall  adbrd  them  accefs.  And 
that  in  all  thefe  refpe^s  minifters  may  the  piore  approve  themfelvf  s  unto  their  great 
Lord  and  Mafter,  according  to  his  appointment,  the  apoftles'  example,  and  the  praftice 
of  the  church  in  all  ages,  they  do  aftbciate  themfelves  unto  councils,  meetings,  or  affecn- 
blies,  more  or  lefs  general,  that  fo  by  common  counft-l  and  confent  they  may  confult  the 
intereft  of  the  church  of  Chrift  within  their  refpeflive  diftrifts  and  bounds  ;  which  as 
it  hath  been  the  laudable  praSice  of  other  churches,  fo  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  ever 
fince  her  firfl:  reformation  from  popery. 

For  which  end  the  general  alTembly  of  this  national  church  moved  with  zeal  for  ihe 
glory  of  God,  hath  travelled  much  fmce  the  late  happy  Revolution  in  planting  the 
north  of  Scotland,  and,  that  they  might  not  be  waoting  in  vifiting  the  utmofl  bounds 
thereof,  with  the  iflea  thereto  belongmg,  have  deputed  feveral  commiilions,  who,  re* 
pairing  thither,  might  upon  the  place  take  under  their  confideration  the  concerns  of  the 
church  of  Chrift  in  thefe  comers,  and  determine  therein  as  they  fliould  fee  caufe,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  and  a£ls  of  aflcmblies  of  this  church.  Particularly  one 
was  fent  to  Caithnefs  and  Orkney,  anno  1698,  who  did  God  and  his  church  good  fer* 
vice  there. 

In  like  manner  the  general  aflembly,  anno  1700,  upon  the  defire  of  certain  rainillerS 
in  Zetland,  and  information  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  tliefe  remote  iflanJs,  found  it  ne- 
ceftary  to  depute  a  commiflion  thither,  confifting  of  feven  minifters  and  one  ruling 
elder ;  with  power  not  only  to  vifit  and  order  the  churches  there,  but  likewife  to 
concur  with  and  alHft  the  preibyteries  of  Orkney  and  Caithnefs,  as  there  ihould  be 
occafion. 

Of  this  comnulHon  the  author,  being  one,  defigns  a  brief  defcription  of  thefe  re- 
markable parts ;  after  a  (hort  journul  of  his  voyage  thither,  with  fome  curfory  ob- 
ferves  thereupon. 

Chap.  I. — Containing  a  brief  Journal  of  our  Voyage  from  Leitb  to  Orkney,  and  thence  ts 
Zetland;  as  likewtfeofour  Return  from  Zetland  by  Orkney  to  Caithnefs  /  together  uitb 
afummary  Account  of  the  remarkable  Dangen  we  were  in. 

ON  Friday,  April  12,  1700,  about  fix  a  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  fet  fail  front 
Leith  for  Orkney,<he  wind  fair  though  feint,  which  not  being  able  to  bear  us  up  againft 
the  tide,  we  dropt  anchor  two  miles  eaft  of  Inch-Keith,  where  we  lay  from  ten  till  three 
in  the  afternoon,  when  a  briik  gale  arifing,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  down  the 
Firth,  the  Oiip  making  fo  good  way,  that  before  next  'mornmg  at  break  of  day  we  were 
paft  Montrofs. 

On  Saturday  the  wind  leffened,  yet  about  fun  fet  we  paft  Peterhead,  fteering  towards 
the  point  of  Kinnair,  leaving  the  Bridges  of  Ratray  (a  ridge  of  blind  rocks)  on  our  lar- 
board. Next  morning,  being  the  Lord's  Day,  with  a  gentle  wind,  we  made  the  beft 
cf  our  way  through  Murray  Firth,  fpending  the  day  in  religious  exercifes  with  the 
mariners  and  fome  p^^engers  in  company  with  us.  When  before  Peterhead  we  faw 
the  fios  of  a  great  fifli,  at»ut  a  yard  above  the  \t^ater,  which  they  call  a  pricker ;  atfo 
3  about 


y  Google 


736  brand's   description   op  ORKNEY, 

about  ten  at  night,  a  whale  was  feen  by  the  help  of  moonlight,  at  a  little  diftance  from 
our  fhip,  catling  forth  the  water  in  a  hideous  manner. 

Next  morning  about  feven  o'clock  we  got  fight  of  Orkney,  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing  fomewhat  harder  than  it  had  done  the.  former  night,  in  the  afternoon  we  pafled 
the  eaft  end  of  Pightland-firth,  which,  though  ordinarily  raging  with  the  impetuous 
current  of  a  Tea,  by  reafon  of  the  many  tides  meeting  there,  yet  we  found  it  not  fo  j 
but  in  the  midfl  of  that  part  we  pafled,  dined  upon  deck,  fo  meeting  with  lead  danger, 
■where  we  feared  the  greateft.  We  put  into  Holms-found,  and  arrived  there  about  fevea 
at  night,  on  the  Monday  after  our  fetting  fait. 

The  fhip's  crew  told  us,  that  though  they  had  frequently  failed  thefe  feas  to  and  from 
Orkney,  yet  never  had  they  a  better  or  pleafantel*  voyage :  which  providential  favour 
was  the  more  obfervable,  the  wind,  next  day  after  we  landed,  blowing  ftrong  from  the 
north,  and  lafting  feveral  days.  Which,  if  it  had  come  on  before  we  had  accompliflied 
our  voyage,  we  would  not  only  have  been  blown  back  to  fea,  but  thereby  a  temped 
■arifing,  we  had  been  in  no  fmall  danger.  We  defired  to  look  upon  this  as  a  fignal  mercy, 
-and  a  token  for  good. 

We  would  have  hired  our  bark  to  Zetland,  but  the  mafler  being  under  charter- 
party,  was  obliged  to  return  with  a  fraught  of  victual  to  Leith,  and  not  having  the  occa- 
iion  of  any  other  ihip  or  bark,  we  were  forced  to  hire  one  of  thefe  open  boats  of  about 
fiicty  meils,  which  the  Orkney  men  ufe  for  carrying  viSual  to  Zetland,  elfe  we  could  'not 
go  tor  Zetland  this  feafon,  though  the  miniAers  and  others  told  us  our  paflage  might 
prove  dangerous. 

Our  Aay  in  Kirkwall,  the  chief  town  in  Orkney,  (atTitting  that  pretbytery  in  fome  of 
-their  affairs)  was  from  the  i6th  to  the  27th  of  April,  when  with  three  minifters  of  this 
country  on  the  commilTion,  we  took  boat  forSanda,  about  thirty  miles  norih-eatl  from 
Kirkwall,  and  in  our  way  to  Zetland,  having  ordered  our  own  boat  to  follow  with  tlie 
ifirft  fair  wind.  We  put  ofi  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  men  rowing  with  fix  oars 
about  half  way^  when  the  wind  rifing  fomething  favourable,  with  a  little  fail  and  four 
oars  we  got  overStronza-firth.  Though,  as  we  came  near  our  landing-place  in  Sand^ 
-the  increafing  wind  raifed  the  waves  fo  high,  that  fometimes  they  intercepted  the  fight 
of  the  iflaod.  Yet  we  all  got  fafe  on  fhore  betwixt  nine  and  ten  at  night.  The  mercy 
of  our  efcape  was  the  more  remarkable,  that  our  boat  was  thronged  with  paffengers, 
and  fo  overloaden  that  the  water  came  almofl.  to  her  brim  j  fo  that  if  the  fea  had  not 
been  fmooth  and  calm  when  we  pafied  through  Stronzii- firth,  we  had  been  probably 
all  loH  :  as  thefe  who  had  knowledge  of  thofe  feas  did  afterwards  declare  unto  us. 

We  waited  in  Sanda  for  a  wind  from  April  27  till  May  9,  when  the  wind  prefenting, 
we  went  to  the  ifle  of  Eda,  lying  a  little  to  the  weft  of  Sanda,  where  our  boat  was,  but 
before  we  could  get  aboard,  the  wind  fhifted  to  fouth-eaft  and  then  to  eaft  and  by 
■fouth,  which  was  too  fcrimp  to  fetch  Zetland ;  however  the  wind  now  being  very 
changeable,  we  judged  it  expedient  for  us  to  lie  near  out-  boat,  and  lay  hold  on  the 
firft  occafion  :  fo  May  11,  the  wind  at  fouth-ea(t,  we  put  to  fea,  but  fcarce  well  were 
we  without  the  Rcd-hcad  of  Eda,  when  the  wind  proving  contrary,  we  returned  to 
Calf-found  May  12,  being  the  Lords-Day  we  fpent  in  religious  exercifes  with  the  people 
oi  thu  iHe;  in  the  evening  the  wind  turning  fair,  we  refolved  next  morning  early  to  get 
iiboard,  if  the  wind  held.  'Hiis  laft  nighr,  after  we  returned  to  Calf-found,  was  terrible 
lor  wind  and  rain  from  the  weft,  (the  wind  foon  altering,  after  we  had  got  in  again 
to  Calf-found)  with  which  we  could  not  have  kept  the  fea,  in  all  probability.  A  great 
mercy  then  it  was,  that  we  were  determined  to  return,  and  did  not  keep  the  fea,  as  fome 
advifed,  for,  though  wiriiin  half  an  hour  after  we  had  got  into  the  found,  the  wind 
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tamed  fiur,  yet  being  too  ftrong,  the  fea  became  foal  and  tempeftaous,  which  was  not 
for  our  open  boat. 

Monday  morning.  May  13,  about  two  o'clock,  we  were  called  to  go  aboard, 
which  we  did  accordingly  j  the  wind  at  *eft,  or  weft  and  by  north,  the  gale  was  briik, 
but  not  very  great,  which  we  were  glad  of,  thereby  expefling  a  fpeedy  pafiage :  fo  we 
with  two  oEher  boats  in  company  loofed,  but  fcarce  were  we  a  league  without  (he  heads, 
when  we  faw  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain  making  in  the  weft,  whence  the  wind  blew,  where- 
upon one  of  the  boatmafters  in  company  advifed  us  to  tack  about,  and  endeavour  to  fetch 
Calf-found  again ;  which  counfel  we,  judging  to  be  fafe,  accordingly  cflayed  to  follow 
it,  but  the  wind  and  fearifmg  more  boifterous,  and  the  current  of  the  ebb  being  ftrong 
from  the  found,  we  could  not  by  any  means  effectuate  ourdefign,  though  we  made  fe- 
verai  trips  not  without  danger;  the  fea  with  its  broken  and  fwelling  waves  threaten- 
ing to  fwallow  us  up  every  moment :  the  mariners  ftood  by  their  fails,  crying,  this  work 
was  very'dangerous ;  and  at  one  time,  as  one  of  them  obfervcd  the  boat  had  taken  in 
about  ten  barrels  of  water,  the  pump  was  ftill  kept  going,  we  judged  ourfelves  to  be 
loft  men,  and  fome  exprefted  fo  much.  In  thefe  ftraits  we  defired  the  boatmafter  At- 
ting  by  the  helm,  to  fee  if  he  could  make  any  other  harbour  or  bay  ;  he  anfwered, 
**  God  have  mercy  on  us,  for  the  fea  we  dare  not  keep,  and  there  is  not  another  har- 
bour in  Orkney  we  can  make  ;"  the  men  were  fatigued  with  the  toil  of  their  hard  work, 
and  almoft  at  the  giving  over.  We  then  knew  to  our  experience  the  meaning  of  that 
Scripture,  Pf.  107.  27.  of  feamen  in  a  ftorm's  being  at  their  wit's  end.  Though  the 
wind  was  fair  for  Zetland,  yet  we  ddrft  not  hold  on  our  courfe,  the  fea  not  only  being 
tempeftuous,  but  we  had  alfo  feveral  roufts,  or  impetuous  tides  to  pafs,  and  then  the 
ebb  was  in  the  fea,  which  made  them  fo  much  the  more  dangerous.  Thus  flrattened, 
we  thought  it  advifeable  to  go  down  with  fome  fail  before  the  wind  to  the  north  end  of 
Sanda,  and  endeavour  to  get  into  Otterfwick  or  Taphnefs-bay;  we  firft  attempted 
Otterfwick,  and  left  we  ftioutd  have  been  blown  by  the  bay's  mouth,  we  held  fo  near 
land,  that  the  boat  beat  feveral  times  upon  a  rock,  however  we  got  in  and  dropt  an* 
chor  on  the  weaiher-fide  of  the  fliore. 

We  were  ail  much  refre/hed  with  this  great  deliverance  from  fo  imminent  a  danger. 
When  we  had  ridden  fome  hours  at  anchcy,  the  wind  and  fea  calmed.  About  feven  at 
night,  one  of  the  boatmafters  in  company,  who  had  entered  tlie  bay  a  little  before  us, 
weighed  anchor  and  put  to  fea  again.  Some  of  our  number  were  for  lying  ftill,  nil 
the  weather  was  better  fettled ;  others  thought  that  feeing  God  had  commanded  a' 
calm,  that  we  had  a  favourable  wind,  that  the  flty  appeared  to  be  well  fet  and  pro- 
mifmg,  and  that  the  other  loadened  boat  had  gone  to  fea  before  us,  it  might  feem  from 
thefe  things  Providence  invited  us  to  fea  again  :  whereupon  we  put  off,  but  before  we 
had  come  the  length  of  North  Ronalfha,  fcarce  a  league  diftant  from  the  bay  we  had 
been  in,  the  wind  became  To  faint,  that  the  mariners  took  them  tc  their  oars  to  help 
tfiem  through  North  Ronalflia  Rouft,  thence  when  we  came  to  Dennis-Rouft,  we  made 
Ibme  way  with  our  fails  without  oars,  the  tide  then  turning  and  the  flood  beginning  to 
run  in  the  fea. 

Tuefday,  May  14,  about  one  or  two  in  the  morning,  the  wind  (hlfted  to  eaft-fouth-' 
eaft,  then  to  ealr,  and  our  boafmafter  telling  us,  that  he  was  forced  to  fteer  a  northern 
courfe,  elfe  he  could  not  bear  fail,  and  fo  holding  on,  not  a  ftone  in  Zetland  he  could' 
hit,  as  he  exprefled  himfelf,  we  all  judged  it  molt  proper  to  return  to  Orkney  :  when 
we  had  tacked  about,  the  wind  (hiffed  to  north-caft,  a  ftrong  gale,  together  with  great 
rains,  which  caufed  a  rolling  and  a  fwelling  fea,  ffor  rains  here  without  winds  do  raife, 
Qt  canker,  (as  they  term  it)  the  fea,  and  much  more  when  wind  and  rain  come  on  at 
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once;  however  we  got  in  fafely  to  Stronza-road,  which  was  the  readied  we  could  make.' 
It  was  a  happy  providence  that  we  then  returned  at  that  nick  of  time,  for  ihe  flood  not 
being  all  fpent,  we  were  thereby  likewife  haftened  in  our  way,  ib  that  within  a  few 
hours  we  came  to  our  port,  though,  as  was  reckoned,  we  were  near  midway  between 
Orkney  and  Fair  Ifle.  The  ftorm  increafed  with  the  day,  and  after  our  landing  it  wa» 
fo  very  great,  that  we  were  obliged  to  keep  within  doors  for  feyeral  hours  :  and  if  then 
we  had  been  at  iea,  it  is  terrible  for  us  to  think  upon  the  difmal  effefls  which  might 
have  followed  thereupon,  for,  without  all  petadventure,  we  had  certainly  perilhed,  if  the 
Lord  by  fome  wonder  of  mercy  had  not  refcued  us,  as  indeed  he  had  formerly  done. 
*'  O  that  we  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men  ;"  and  that  fo  long  as  we  live,  we  may  never  forget  the  13th  and  14th 
days  of  May,  wherein  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance  for  us. 

Thus  being  difcouraged,  we  were  in  great  perplexity,  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
whether  to  make  any  further  attempt,  or  to  return  home,  re  infeEla^  feeing  God  in  his 
providence  had  fo  croffed  us  hitherto,  and.  it  might  be  his  mind  we  ihould  not  go,fbr- 
waid.  Upon  thefe  fluduating  and  perplexing  thoughts,  weafked  God's  mind  in  the 
matter,  after  which  more  light  did  arife,  and  we  unanimoufly  refolved  yet  to  try  what 
the  Lord  would  6s»  with  us. 

Friday,  May  17,  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  wind  and  flty  promifing 
well,  we  put  to  fea,  and  palTed  the  Fair  Ifle,  about  five  afternoon,  keeping  it  on  our 
flarbojird,  then  our  gale  increafing,  but  continuing  fair,  at  fouth-well  :we  made  good 
way.  About  midnight  we  pafled  Swinburgh  head,  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  land  in 
Zetland,  having  thence  twenty-four  miles  fail  up  within  land  to  Lerwick,  whither  we 
were  bound.  The  wind  growing  more  vehement,  we  lowered  our  mainfail,  and  took 
in  a  riff ;  with  the  breaking  of  the  day  there  arofe  a  mill,  whereby  we 'could  fcarce  fee 
land,  however  we  judged  it  fafeft  to  keep  as  near  it  as  we  could,  and  failed  away  by  the 
coaft ;  but  being  to  pafs  through  a  found,  having  the  ifle  of  Mufa  oti  our  {larboard,  and 
Burra  Land  on  our  larboard,  our  feamen  millook  the  point  of  Mufa,  taking  another 
point  ia'  the  mainland  for  it,  and  thAnift  lying  on,  we  were  almoft  engaged  in  the 
land,  and  fo  would  have  fallen  among  the  rocks,  which  they  coming  to  fufpefl  held  to 
fea,  refolving  to  fait  without  the  point,  which  they  did  with  difficulty,  the  boat  being 
fo  clofe  haled,  and  the  blaft  fo  great,  that  the  helm  a-iee  was  fcarce  able  to  command 
her  and  keep  her  by  the  wind  :  which,  when  they  had  done,  came  to  difcover  their 
error.  Hence  failing  through  Mufa-found,  we  came  to  Brafla-found,  and  arrived  at 
Lerwick  on  Saturday  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

We  had  a  quick  paffage,  failing  about  a  hundred  miles  in  nineteen  or  twenty  hours 
time :  efpecially  confidering  that  we  were  not  half  an  hour  on  fliore,  when  a  flrong 
wind  blew  from  the  north,  which  if  it  had  come  on  but  a  little  fooner,  we  would  have 
been  driven  back  to  fea.  There  is  likewife  another  providence  remarkable,  that  we 
bad  only  an  ordinary  defirable  gale,  when  we  paffed  the  Fair  Ifle,  where  always  there 
goes  a  great  rolling  fea,  but  when  within  the  heads  of  the  land  of  Zetland  we  had 
it  very  flrong,  fo  that  fcarcely  we  could  have  wreftled  and  held  out  againd  it  in  the 
ocean. 

We  arrived  in  Zetland  May  18,  and,  having  brought  to  fome  period  and  clofe  6ur 
principal  work  there,  we  fet  jail  for  Orkney,  June  11,  faluting  and  bidding  heartily 
farewell  to  the  minillers,  and  fome  gentlemen  of  the  country,,  and  to  the  moft  con* 
fiderable  inhabitants  of  Lerwick,  who  kindly  accompanied  us  to  cur  boat.  We  left 
Zetland  Tuefday,  June  11,  about  five  afternoon,  and  having  the  wind  at  north-weft  or 
nonb<weft  and  by  north,  we  paffed  the  Start-head  of  Sanda  about  four  next  morning, 
IQ  and. 
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and,  encteavouring  to  fet  into  Ketteltaft  in  Sanda,  to  put  one  of  the  minifters  of  that 
ifle  afliore  ;  out  boat,  through  our  boatmafter's  inadvertency,  {truck  on  a  rock,  without 
iUftaining  any  damage  we  knew  ;  but  the  wind  not  permitting  to  turn  up  to  that  road, 
we  all  came  to  Kirkwall,  and  arrived  there  before  nine  in  the  morning.  Our  palfage 
from  Zetland  to  Orkney  was  yet  quicker  than  it  was  from  Orkney  to  Zetland,  we  being 
but  fixteen  hours  in  running'  one  hundred  and  twenty,  or,  as  fome  fay,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  miles.  Slaying  in  Orkney  a  few  days,  we  pafled  Pightland-firth  to 
Caithnefs,  and  having  difpatched  our  work  in  conjunflion  with  the  prefbytery  there,, 
we  came  home  by  land,  repairing  with  joy  to  our  feveral  charges,  where  we  may  fet 
up  our  Eben-Ezer,  faying  *'  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

I  think  we  are  called  ferioufly  to  refleft  upon  the  manner  of  the  Lord's  dealings  witb 
us,  we  have  been  long  detained  and  crofled  in  our  way  to  Zetland,  though  we  made 
feveral  attempts  to  go  forward  ;  as  to  our  commilTion  we  Were  appointed  by  the  ge-  ■ 
neral  aflembly  of  this  church,  and  it  being  put  upon  us  without  any  defire  of  ours,  or 
inclination  that  way,  we  accordingly  undertook  our  voyage,  and  came  with  a  favour- 
able gale  to  Orkney  :•  it  is  true,  that  there  are  natural  caufes  of  wind  and  rain,  whereof 
tve  are  to  make  a  fpirituai  improvement,  efpecially  when  they  do  impede  or  promote  i 
our  defign  ;  moreover  God's  judgments  are  a  great  depth,  and  by  the  courfe  of  nature, 
in  giving  greater  or  Heffer  winds  at  his  pleafure,  he  may  carry  on  his  more  general  woriES 
of  providence,  and  ypt  thereby  more  efpecially  intend  the  puniOiment  of  the  wicked,  ot 
the  chaftifement  of  his  people,  which  they  are  called  to  coniider  and  improve:  and  as 
itue  it  is,  God  in  his  wife  fovereignty  may  fo  deal  with  his  people,  for  the  trial  of  their  - 
faith  and  other  graces,  that  they  may  be  ftill  and  know  that  he  is  God,  ruling  as  he 
pieafeth  among  the  children  of  men  :  the  devit  alfo  who  is  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air  may  have  an  evil  and  malicious  hand  in  things  of  this  nature,  efpecially  wheii 
men  purpofe  to  do  good,  which  tends  to  the  overthrow  of  hir  kingdom.  O  that  what 
we  have  met  with  may  be  fo  blefled  as  to  rendor  us  more  zealous  againft  him  and  all 
fin,  whereby  his  khigdom  is  eftabliflied  in  the  world,  **  That  we  may  fight  with  devils, 
and  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him  who  loveth  us."  I  fay  though  thefe  things 
and  the  like  fometimes  may  and  ought  to  be'  had  a  regard  unto,  y^t  I  do  humbly  judge 
f hat  upon  thefe  fo  very  dreadful  dangers  we  have  in  great  mercy  efcaped,  we  are  called 
^o  examine  ourfelves,  and  fearch  unto  our  fins  as  we  are  Chriitians  and  as  we  are  minif- 
ters,  for  which  the  Lord  may  have  a  controverfy  with  us ;  our  not  being  fo  faithful  in 
6ur  perfonal  and  paftoral  work,  in  working  our  own  and  others  falvation ;  our  impa- 
tience in  not  waiting  the  Lord's  time,  but  being  too  anxious  to  be  in  Zetland  at  any 
rate :  and  it  is  like  in  our  hot  being  fo  fingle  in  our  «ids  in  going  as  we  ought  to  be. 
Ice.  1  conclude  this  chapter  as  the  Pfalmift  doth  Pf.  cvii.  reflefting  on  the  wonders  of 
Providence,  "  Who  is  wife,  and  will  obferve  thofe  things,  even  they  Ihall  underlUnd  the 
loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord." 

Chap.  U.—A  De/crlftion  tf  Orkruy,  its  S'ltuatien,  Name,  jirfi  Planters,   Langmgie, 
Manners  of  the  People,  Wholefimene/s  sfthe  Air,  Corns,  ts^c. 

.  THE  Ifles  belonging  to  Scotland  have  commonly  been  divided  into  three  clafles : 
the  weftern,  fcattered  in  the  Deucaledonian  Ocean,  on  the  weft,  the  Orkney  and  Zet- 
landick,  both  lying  to  the  North  of  Scotland.  As  to  the  Weftern  Ides,  though  in 
number  far  exceeding  both  the  ifles  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  yet  I  take  no  notice  thereof^ 
ia  the  fubfequent  defciiption :  our  commiilion  not  being  deputed  thither,  fo  only  the 
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latter  fliall  I  give  Tome  brief  account  oF>  not  intending  to  advance  any  thing,  but  what 
I  have  either  found  to  be  true  from  my  own  obfervation,  or  had  by  good  informatioa 
from  fenfible  and  grave  perfons  worthy  of  credit :  and  Ihall  begin  with  Orkney,  aa 
order  requircth,  we  firft  landing  there. 

Orkney  lies  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  Deucaledonian 
ocean  ;  pn  the  eaft,  by  the  German  ;  on  the  north,  by  the  fea,  which  divides  Orkney 
irom  Zetland  ;  and  on  the  foulh,  by  Pightland  Firth,  twelve  miles  broad,  from  Dun- 
gilbie-Head  or  John  Groat's  houlc,  the  northem-moit  houfe  in  Scotland  to  Berwick  in 
South  Ronaldilia,.  the  (outhermoll  point  of  Orkney.  It  is  commonly  f^d  to  be  about 
the  fifty-ninth  degree  of  latitude  at  Kirkwall  which  lies  within  the  country ; .  though  the 
fouthernmolt  point  of  South  Ronaldlha,  is  diftanc  from  the  northemmoft  of  North. 
Ronald{ba  near  a  degree. 

.  That  Orkney  or  Orcades  is  the  name  of  thefe  illes  is  agreed  in  by  ancient  and  modem 
writers,  but  of  the  etymology  and  whence  the  name  is  derived,  none  I  fuppofe  will  b* 
found  to  give  a  fatisfying  account.  Some  alledging  it  to  come  from  Orcas  which 
Plolomy  reckons  to  be  a  promontory  of  Caithnefs,  oppoCite  to  Orkney  ;  others  from 
the  Greek  word  ttpxu  ceereto^  thefe  ifles  breaking  and  reftraining  the  force  of  the  rag- 
ing waves  :'  or  from  Hurricano,  becaufe  of  the  boifterous  winds  and  hurricanes  which 
often  blow  in  this  country  :  or  from  Erick  or  Orkenwald,  or  fome,other  Piftifh  prince 
famous  there  at  its  firft  plantation.  Which  derivations,  fome  of  them  at  leaft  cannot 
but  appear  far-fetcht  to  the  thinking  reader  :  and  indeed  many  in  giving  the  reafons  of 
names,  do  rather  pleafe  their  own  curiofity  than  render  a  true  account  of  their  original } 
feeing  the  reafons  generally  of  the  ancient  names  of  countries  are  buried  in  oblivion^ 
through  the  want  of  writers,  and  negle£t  of  the  firft  inhabitants,  efpecially  in  thefe  parts 
of  the  world,  wherein  learning  more  flowty  advanced. 

The  firft  planters,  and  poffeflbrs  of  the  country  feem  to  have  been  the  Pifts,  there  bang 
fereral  old  houfes,  both  here  and  in  Zetland,  which  to  this  day  are  called  Pi^  or 
Pight  Houfes,  and  the  Firth  between  Orkney  and  Caithnefs  is  ftill  called  Pight-land 
Krth  ;  whereupon  fome  of  our  hiftorians,  as  Boethius,  writing  of  the  Ifles  of  Orkney^ 
doth  obferve,  deOgn  Orkney  the  moft  andent  kingdom  of  the  Pi6:s ;  Qrcbades  injiday 
antiquijjimum  PiBorum  regnum  a  quibufdam  nojirarum  return  fcriptaribui  vecitata.  And 
we  hnd  mention  nude  of  the  Kings  of  Orkney,  as  Buchanan  tells  us  of  one  Belus  who 
having  invaded  Scotland  was  defeated  and  put  to  flight  by  Ewen  II.  King  of  Scots,  kill- 
iog  moft  of  his  army,  upon  which  Belus  being  much  difcouraged  and  broken  in  fpirit, 
defpairing  of  life,  put  hand  in  himfelf;  and  became  his  own  executioner.  Boe- 
thius calls  him  Balus  ;  Ba/us  auiem  Orcbadum  rex  frafim  animo,  dcfparatd  folate,  ne  in 
ho^ium  petejiatemveniret,manum/tbiintiijit.  And  in  the  church  ofBirfa  at  the  Weft  end 
of  the  mainland  in  Orkney,  there  is  a  long  ftone  yet  ftanding  ere£t,  with  the  name  Belus 
infcribed  thereon  in  ancient  characters  ;  probably  this  was  the  place  of  his  interment. 
Alfo  the  minifter  of  Sandwick's  Manfe  is  faid  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  one  of  the 
kings  of  Pi£ts,  and  therefore  to  this  day  is  called  Konnifgar,  or  the  King's  Houfe ;  and 
that  p»rt  of  the  manfe,  which  they  fay  ferved  for  the  palace  oi  a  king  is  fo  little,  though 
now  kept  in  fome  repair,  that  it  could  not  accommodate  a  family  of  an  ordinary  rank  % 
the  figure  thereof  and  contrivance  of  its  two  rooms  or  chambers  one  above  and  an- 
other below,  of  narrow  dimenfions,  are  antique,  and  the  building  hath  been  but  coarfe. 
Boethius  likewife  tells  of  another  King  called  Banus,  whom  Claudius  Cxfar  having  fub- 
dued  anno  Chrifto  43,  he  carried  him  with  His  wife  and  cnildren  captive  to  Rome,  and 
were  led  by  him  in  triumph:  Buchanan  queftions  the  truth  of  this  hiftory,  Tacitus  af- 
firming that  part  of  Britain  then  to  have  been  altogether  unknown  to  the  Romans,  net 
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l^mefe  trmen  eredi^m  qusd  nojiri  Iradunt  fcriptorei  &c.  quodTacitus  affirmet  ante  Julit 
jigricola  adventunit  earn  Britannia  partem  Homanii  omnino  incogmtatufuiffe.  But  if  Boe-' 
thius  his  relation  be  true,  the  vanquiOiing  of  Orkney  hath  been  reputed  fomething  en* 
fiderable,  feeing  not  to  every  conqueror  was  allowed  by  the  Roman  Senate,  the  glory  of 
a  triumph. 

It  18  alfo  probable  the  govemment  of  thefe  ifles  continued  with  the  Pift'iTi  Pfince  tiit 
the  days  of  Kenneth  II.  King  of  Scots,  a  warlike  prince,  who  having  prevailed  with  his 
nobles  contmry  to  their  own  inclination,  by  a  notable  piece  of  craft,  to  en^rage  in  a  war 
againfl  the  Pifls,  with  an  undaunted  valour  and  courage  routed  the  Fidilh  army  and' 
wafted  their  country  with  fire  and  fword,  purfulng  them  to  the  Orkney  Ifies,  which  he- 
then  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  reigning  from  Orkney  to  Adrian's  Wall  Anno 
Dom.  854.  Thence  Orkney  continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Scots  till  the  days  of 
Donald  Bane,  about  the  year  1099,  who,  that  he  might  fecure  the  kingdom  to  himfetf,. 
promifed  the  ifies  to  Magnus  King  of  Norway,  if  he  would  affiit  him  with  a  neceflary 
force ;  which  offer  Magnus  accepcing,the  Norwegians  became  mafters  of  the  ifles,  till  Alex- 
ander III.  about  the  year  1 263,  recovered  them  by  expelling  the  Norwegians ;  which^ 
everfince  were  poffeffed  and  difpofed  of  by  our  kings.  To  be  brief,  at  length  William. 
Douglas  Earl  of  Mortoun  got  a  wadfet  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  from  King  Charles  I. . 
which  wadfet  with  all  the  rights,  conirafts,  infeftments,  &c.,  thereunto  appertaining,, 
was  reduced  by  a  decreet  of  the  Lords  of  Sellion,  obtained  at  the  inftance  of  his  Majefty  s 
Advocate  againft  William  Douglats  alfo  Earl  of  Mortoun,  grand-child  to  the  aforelaid- 
Earl,  February  1 669,  which  decreet  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  a£l  of  parliament  the 
December  following,  ere^ng  the  Earldom  of  Orkney  and  Lorduiip  of  Zetland  into  a 
ftewartry  to  be  called  in  all  time  coming  the  Stewarty  of  Orkney  and  Zetland.  The  rea-- 
Ibn  commonly  given,  why  the  Earl  of  Mortoun  lofl:  the  wadfet,  was  becaufe  fome  chefts  ' 
of  gold  were  f«frd  by  the  Earls  Deputs  in  Zetland,  got  out  of  a  rich  fhip,  called  the 
Carmelan  of  Amfterdam,  caft  away  there  anno  1664  ;  none  of  this  gold  coming  to  the 
King's  treafury,  though  fome  of  it,  as  was  alledged,  came  to  the  Earl's  hands. 

From  our  hiilory  we  may  know,  that  Orkney  and  Zetland  have  been  reckoned  io- 
great  and  confiderable  a  part  of  His  Majefty's  ancient  kingdom,  that  for  divers  ages ' 
they  occafioned  much  expence  of  blood  and  treafure,  for  the  maintaining  thereof  againft 
the  invafion  of  foreigners,  and  recovering  the  fame  out  of  their  hands  by  arms  and  trea- 
ties. The  title  likewife  of  thefe  ifles  hath  ftill:been  reputed  honourable,  hence  it  hath 
pleafed  our  prefent  Kmg  to  confer  this  title  of  Earl  of  Orkney  upon  Lord  George  Ha- 
milton, brother  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  for  good  fervices  done  by  him  to^ 
HisMajefly's  perfon  and  government. 

I  proceed  to  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  country.  The  people  here  are  perfon-  ■ 
able  and  comely,  and  many  of  them,  as  I  obferved,  are  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  which- 
may  be  by  realon  of  the  Tea  air  and  their  frequent  fi(h  diet,  fuch  a  colour  and  counts-' 
nance,  as  our  mariners  ufe  to  have  and  retain  for  fome  days  after  they  are  come  from  '■ 
fca:  they  are  generally  hofpitjble  and  civil,  giving  kind  and  humane  entertainment  to 
itrangers,  which  we  found  to  oar  experience.  Both  men  and  women  are  fofliionable  - 
in  their  cloaths,  no  men  here  ufe  plaids,  as  they  do  in  our  Highlands:  in  the  Noiilr 
Ifles  of  oanda  Weftra,  &c.  Many  of  the  country  people  wear  a  piece  of  a  fltin,  as  of  a. 
ieal,  commonly  called  a  felch,  calf  or  the  like,  for  Oioes,  which  they  faften  to  thdr  feet 
with-ftrings  or  thongs  of  leather.  Their  houfes  are  in  good  order,  and  well iumifhedi 
according  to  their  qualities. 

They  generally  fpeak  EngliQi,  neither  do  I  think  they  have  fomuch  of  the  northern- 
accent,  as  in  many  places  of  the  nortlL  of  Scotland,  yet  feveral  of  the  IQes  have  fome- 
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words  aad  phrafee  peculiar  to  themfelves.  There  are  alfo  fome  who  fpeak  NorTe  efped- 
ally  in  the  mainland,  as  in  the  parifli  of  Hara  there  are  a  few  yet  living,  who  can  fpeak 
no  other  thing,  this  language  not  being  quite  extinft  among  them,  fince  the  Norwegians 
vhofe  language  it  is,  had  this  country  in  poffeflion.  And  though  Caithneis  be  near  to 
Orkney,  yet  none  in  Orkney  can  fpeak  IHlh,  though  the  greateft  part  in  Caithnefs  can  ; 
flor  can  anyin  Caithnefs  fpeak  Norfe,  though  fome  in  Orkney  yet  can  do  it. 

The  ur,  38  it  is  piercing  and  cold,  fo  it  is  free  and  healthy ;  hence  many  arrive  at  a 
good  old  age :  one  in  Evie  brought  fcyth  a  child  in  the  Gxty  third  year  or  her  age,  as 
the  mmifter  who  had  enquired  thereunto  declared :  a  man  in  the  parifli  of  Holm,  who 
(tied  not  many  years  (ince,  Lived  with  his  wife  in  a  conjugal  flate  above  eighty  years,  as 
the  prefent  minifter  of  the  place  informed  me :  a  gentleman  in  Stronfa,  who  died  about 
two  years  fince,  was  begotten  of  his  father  when  one  hundred  years  old,  this  was  atteft- 
ed  by  the  minifters  who  Knew  the  truth  thereof,  one  William  Muir  in  Weftra  lived  one 
hundred  and  forty  years,  and  died  about  fixteen  years  ago,  by  a  decay  of  nature's  heat 
and  vigour,  incident  to  fuch  an  infinn  decrepit  age,  without  any  ordinary  licknefs,  as  a 
^ntleman  in  thefe  bounds,  well  acquainted  with  him,  told  me.  I'he  difeafe  they  are 
moil  obnoxious  unto  is  the  fcurvy,  occafioned,  as  is  judged,  by  the  fea  air,  fifhes,  lalt- 
ineats,  &c.  It  is  obferved  likewife  that  it  is  colder  m  the  fummer  time  than  it 
is  with  us  in  the  fouth,  but  wanner  in  the  winter,  the  fnow  not  ufing  to  lay  long;  for 
(befide  other  things  that  might  be  faid  on  this  head,  which  alfo  refpe^  other  countries) 
in  the  fummer  cold  breezes  come  off  the  fea,  which  tempers  the  beat ;  and  in  th»  wtn- 
lerfeafon  the  fame  breezes  may  qualify  the  extreme  colJ  and  froft,  which  u(eth  to  be 
greatefl,  when  the  air  is  moft  quiefcent,  and  lead  diflurbed  with  winds  ;  the  grett  mo- 
tion alio  of  the  rapid  tides  may  contribute  not  a  little  thereunto. 

Their  ordinary  grain  are  oats  and  barley,  and  though  other  grains  Ihould  be  fovni, 
the  produfl  would  not  be  great  ifanv  at  all,  they  not  taking  with  fuch  a  weak  and  cold 
foil,  and  the  many  brinifh  blafts  thefe  iiles  lay  expofed  unto.  As  for  wheat  bread  it  i» 
rare  and  fcaree  to  be  had,  if  not  at  Kirkwall  and  fome  gentlemen's  houfes,  who  bring 
the  fiour  from  Murray,  or  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  As  for  their  oats  and  barley,  the 
grain  is  lefs  and  blacker  than  it  is  with  us :  yea  though  they  fhould  bring  good  and  fair 
feed  from  other  countries,  within  a  few  years  it  would  degenerate  and  become  like 
their  own ;  which  is  the  reafon  why  their  meat  and  bread  are  of  fuch  a  black  colour. 
Yet  in  fome  places  the  meal  is  whiter,  and  faid  to  be  better  than  in  others.  Their  not 
bdng  fo  diligent  in  winnowing  their  corns,  not  having  fuch  good  mills  for  grinding  as 
we  have  may  be  partly  the  caufe  thereof.  In  fome  place  alfo  they  ufe  not  to  fliear  their 
com,  but  pluck  it  up  by  the  roots,  as  we  do  the  lint,  becaufe  of  the  fcarcity  of  fodder  to 
to  their  beafts,  which  corns,  if  not  taken  pajns  upon,  will  abound  with  fand  and  dud. 
Neverthelefs,  for  aught  I  hear  or  know,  their  bread  and  ale  are  wholefome,  and  the  na- 
tives take  well  with  them.  I  thought  firft  when  we  landed  in  Orkney,  their  oat  bread 
and  flelhes  alfo  had  fome  fifli-tafte,  but  when  we  had  tarried  fome  days  there,  we  were  &ot 
fo  fenfible  of  it. 

Their  arable  ground  is  better  and  more  fertile  than  at  BHt  to  ftrangers  appeareth, 
whence  I  heard  fome  gentlemen  declare,  it  was  wonderful  to  think  how  great  the  pro- 
du£t  of  thefe  ifles  is  confidering  the  many  barren  mountains  and  much  walte  ground 
thatarein  them.  They  dung  their  land, for  the  moft  part  with  fea-ware,  which  having 
gathered  they  fuffer  to  rot,  either  on  the  coafts,  or  by  carrying  it  up  to  the  land  upon 
horfes  or  on  their  backs;  they  lay  it  in  heaps,  till  the  time  of  labouring  approach; 
which  is  the  reafon,  why  the  fldrts  of  the  ifles  are  more  ordinarily  cultivated,  and  do 
more  abound  with  corns,  than  places  at  a  greater  diftmce  from  the  fea,  "tiheK  Uiey  have 
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ot  fuch  gooding  at  hand.  Thdr  ploughs  are  little  and  light,  having  only  otre  (lilt, 
and  but  little  iron  In  them  ;  hence  when  at  the  end  of  the  ridge,  he  who  holds  it  lifts  it 
up  and  carries  it  to  the  other  fide  of  the  ridge,  and  if  he  pleafe  may  carry  it  home  on 
his  flioulders  :  the  reafon  they  give  of  this  is,  that  although  fome  of  their  ground  be 
ftrong,  yet  their  beads  are  weak  and  unable  to  go  through  with  a  plough  of  any  con> 
fiderable  weight. 

Their  horfes,  kine,  ffieep.  Iambs,  &c.  are  of  a  lefler  fize  than  with  us,  and  are  to  be 
bought  at  an  eafier  rate,  for  a  good  cow  which  will  be  had  for  five  pounds  Scots,  or 
four  pounds,  fixteen  (hillings,  at  which  price  they  are  obliged  to  fell  her  at  ICirkwall 
about  IMartinmafs.  A  good  wedder  for  twenty  fliillings  Scots.  A  hen  for  two  (hillings  or 
two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  &c.  The  fheep  hereare  generally  wild,  therefore  when  they 
would  have  them  taken,  they  ordinarily  do  it  by  dogs  trained  for  the  purpofe,  the  owner 
of  the  fheep  giving  to  themafterof  the  dog  two  (hillings  Scots  for  each  one  that  is  taken, 
and  if  they  be  not  fo  wild  but  one  fhilling.  Some  bufbandmen  told  us,  they  would  ra- 
ther labour  their  land  over  again  than  take  their  (heep  when  they  would  have  them 
wa(hed  and  (horn ;  1  faw  a  young  man  come  from  the  hills  wet  and  weary,  having  a 
long  time  purfued  one  to  kill  for  our  ufe.  Their  kine  are  ofdivers  colours,  fome  white, 
others  of  a  pied,  fome  red,  others  red  and  white.  Sec.  So  that  I  think,  there  are  as  many  of 
ihefe  colours  as  are  of  a  black.  They  have  no  rivers,  no  place  of  the  land,  being  above 
two  or  three  miles  diftani  from  the  fea,  therefore  they  draw  water  out  of  wells  for  their 
cattle,  or  drive  them  to  lochs  or  lakes,  fome  whereof  they  have,  or  to  fome  fmall 
brooks  which  run  from  thefe  lochs  :  which  lochs  likewife  caufe  their  milts  to  go. 

They  have  abundance  of  cattle  in  many  places,  whereby  is  afforded  them  plenty  of 
milk}  which  yieldeth  much  butter,  fome  whereof  is  very  good,  yellow  and  fweet,  but 
that  which  is  called  Orkney  butter  at  Edinburgh,  is  only  their  farm-butter,  which  they 
are  obliged  to  pay  to  the  taxmcn  or  mailers,  whereof  a  quantity  according  to  compad; 
and  agreement  being  gathered,  they  arc  at  little  or  no  trouble  to  make  and  keep  it 
clean.  Their  (heep  alfo  are  very  fruitful,  many  of  them  having  two,  andibme  three  at 
a  birth,  which  as  Mr.  Wallace  lately,  fo  Boethius  of  old  did  obferve,  oiwj  illic  pefie  omnes 
geniines^  tmmo  irigentinos  pleraque  partus  edutit. 

Fiihes  of  divers  forts  are  taken  in  great  plenty,  yet  not  fo  numerous  as  formerly,  for 
now  before  they  catch  tbeir'great  fiihes  as  keeling,  ling,  &c.  they  muft  put  far  out  into- 
the  fea  with  their  little  boats,  and  thereby  undergo  great  danger,  which  in  former  times 
they  ufed  to  get  nearer  the  coalls  :  however  fuch  a  number  is  taken,  that,  beiide  what 
for  rtieir  own  fupply,  many  are  fent  abroad  to  other  countries  for  fale.  Particularly 
there  are  grey  fiChes,  called  fiUuks,  fcarce  half  fo  big  as  a  herring  generally,  which  fwini 
and  are  t;dcen  in  great  numbers  upon  the  coafts,  fo  that  fometimes'tbcy  foon  fell  one 
thoufand  of  them  (or  fix  or  feven  (hillings  Scots.  This  fUh  is  pleafant  to  the  tafte,  aild 
alfo  they  fay  very  wholefome,  which  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  this,  that  in  the  late  years 
of  great  fcarcity,  the  poorer  people  lived  upon  themralmoft  astheir  food,  they  often  not 
enjoying  a  crumb  of  bread  for  many  weeks.  So  our  good  God,  on  the  fliutting  of  one 
door,  opened  another  in  his  holy  and  wife  providence  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
.  Herrings  do  fwim  here  in  abundance,  which  formerly  occafioned  feveral  fhips  fre- 
quenting thefe  ifles,  but  fince  the  battle  of  Kilfyth,  they  fay  that  trade  hath  failed,  many 
of  the  Enfter  men,  who  were  ordinary  (ifhers  upon  thefe  coalts,  being  Idlled  thert. 
"When  I  was  in  Papa  Weftra,  they  pointed  out  to  me  a  holm  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
ifle,  where  I  faw  the  ruins  of  fome  huts  or  little  houfes,  whereunto  thefe  Enfter  men 
ibraetimes  reforted,  during  the  herring-fifhing.  A  gentleman  living  in  this  ifle  told  me, 
that  the  former  year,  1699)  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  herring  fperm  or  fpawn  driven 
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Upon  Ae  Ihore,  and  lay  there  for  fomerime  in  heaps :  which  evidenceth  that  faernngs  la 
their  feafon  are  yet  on  thefe  coafts  :  though  means  be  not  ufed  to  take  them. 

Beftde  the  many  other  excellent  fifties,  as  keeling,  ling,  fcate,  turbot,  and  fometimes 
they  fay  fturgeon  &c.,  there  are  alfo  many  fiiell  fifties  taken ;  as  lobfters  fold  far  an  half, 
penny  or  four  pence  Scots ;  oyfters,  much  bigger  than  with  us,  for  four  fliillings  Scots 
per  hundred  ;  partens  and  muflels :  and  cockles  in  fo  great  pljnty,  that  they  make 
much  good  lime  of  their  ftielis,  befide  which  they  have  no  other  lime  in  Orkney,  fave 
what  they  bring  from  the  fouth. 

They  have  plenty  both  of  land  and  fea  fowls :  as  eagles,  hawks,  ember-goofe,  claik- 
goofe,  dunter-goofe,  folen-goofe,  fwans,  lyres,  fcarflfe,  kettiwaiks,  plover,  muir-fowl, 
duck  and  drake,  &c.  The  king's  falconer  ufeth  to  go  every  year  to  the  ifles,  taking 
the  young  hawks  and  falcons  to  breed,  and  every  houfe  in  the  country  is  obliged  to  give 
him-  a  hen  or  a  dog,  except  fuch  as  are  exempted.  The  eagles  do  much  hurt  to  the 
young  (lore,  falling  down  upon  their  lambs  and  hens,  andtaking  them  away  with  them 
to  their  nefts,  killing  and  pulling  out  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  their  fiiecp  ;  hence  there  is 
an  aSt  Handing  in  the  fteward's  books,  that  whoever  Ihall  kill  an  eagle,  ftiall  have  a  hen 
out  of  every  houfe  of  theparifti,  where  he  is  killed;  yet  notwith  (landing  of  this  en. 
couragement,  I  hear  but  of  few  killed,  they  fleeing  high,  and  difpatching  tbeirpreyfo 
quickly  :  I  faw  a  young  one  in  the  palace  of  Birfa,  almoft  twice  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe, 
though  not  a  month  old,  it  is  a  ravenous  fowl,  and  would  have  run  upon  us  if  we  had 
not  kept  it  off"  with  our  ftaves ;  as  to  its  colour,  it  is  for  the  moft  part  black,  and  fome- 
thing  of  a  yellow  or  golden  colour  about  the  head  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  wings.  It 
is  to  be  obferved  of  the  eagle,  that  he  doth  more  deftru£tion  in  places  at  fome  diftance 
frorfl  his  neft  than  in  thefe  that  are  nearer  it.  Eagles,  hawks,  and  fuch  like  fowls  hxn 
their  nefts  ordinarily  on  fome  high  ragged  rock,  waflied  by  the  fea  beneath,  fome  of 
which  we  faw  as  we  bad  occafion  to  fail  by  them. 

The  ember  goofe  though  not  altogether  fo  big  as  our  land  goofe,  yet  it  ufeth  to 
weigh  a  (lone  weight.  It  hath  fiiort  wings,  not  able  to  bear  up  the  body  for  fiedng, 
hence  it  is  never  feen  to  fly,  neither  fit  on  any  rock  in  the  fea,  as  other  fowls  do,  but 
hath  its  ned,  wherein  it  hatcheth  its  eggs,  one  or  two  at  once,  under  the  water,  at  the 
foot  of  a  rock,  as  they  informed  me  hath  been  found.  It  is  of  a  darkifti  grey  colour, 
and  white  about  the  neck,  of  broad  feet  like  our  land  goofe,  and  a  long  beck  and 
though  ever  in  the  water,  yet  hath  not,  I  think,  fuch  a  ftrong  (iih  tafte,  as  the  folen 
goofe.  It  is  more  difficult  to  get  them  (hot  than  other  fea  fowls,  they  being  very  quick- 
lighted,  and  on  the  firft  apprehenfion  of  danger  get  beneath  the  water :  yea  by  reafon  of 
their  many  feathers,  they  will  receive  a  (hot  on  their  breaft,  and  it  not  penetrate :  where- 
fore who  would  be  at  them,  defign  for  their  heads,  or  to  (hoot  them  againd  the  feathers. 
The  lyre  is  a  rare  and  delicious  fea'-fowl,  fo  very  fat,  that  Jou  would  take  it  to  be 
wholly  fat ;  it  is  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  duck. 

The  fea  fowls  are  fo  numerous,  that  a  gentleman  in  Weflra  told  his  minifter,  that 
fome  years  ago,  he  for  his  own  part  killed  fo  many,  as  afforded  him  fifty,  fixty,  and 
fome  years  one  hundred  flone  weight  of  feathers,  (whereby  accrues  to  the  owners  more 
gain  than  by  the  flefti  of  the  fowls}  though  for  fome  feafons  pad  he  had  taken  but  few  j 
for  it  is  obferved,  that  thefe  fowls  follow  the  fmall  fi(hes,  which  are  their  ordinary  food, 
hence  the  more  fifties,  the  more  fowls,  and  when  the  f.fhes  forfake  this  and  the  other  place, 
the  fowls  Ukewife  do  fo  within  a  fliort  time.  Becaufe  of  this  abundance  of  fowls,  therefore 
it  is,  that  the  gentlemen  and  fome  others  have  the  rocks  in  feveral  places  divided  among 
them,  as  they  have  their  land.  Which  fowls  they  either  kill  by  fmall  (hot  out  of  boats 
at  the  foot  of  the  frequented  rocks,  or  elfe  men  are  let  down  by  ropes  from  the  top  of 
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the  roclcB,  who  fearch  for  the  nefts,  taking  the  eggs  and  what  fowls  they  can  appre- 
hend. Many  kinds  of  the  fea-fowls  are  of  a  pied  colour,  fome  of  which  are  not  to  be 
found  with  us  in  the  fouth.  ^ 

There  are  here  no  partridges,  but  plenty  of  muir-fowls,  hence  »n  fome  ifles  they 
will  take  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  pair  in  one  day,  the  hills  covered  with  heather,  being  by 
nature  fitted  for  their  living  and  accommodation.  Conies  alfo  do  abound  in  mod  of  (he 
ides,  but  no  hares  are  to  be  feen ;  fo  that  if  any  be  brought  inio  the  country,  as  ihcy 
fay  hath  been  tried,  they  will  not  live  and  propagate  as  in  other  places.  1  hear  of  few, 
if  any,  venomous  creatures  in  thefe  ifies,  as  Boethius  of  old  did  obfcrve  :  Serpenla  aut 
ai'tud  animal  •venenofum  nullum,  id  quod  de  Hiberma  quoque  verum  fjl.  No  bees  either  are 
here,  there  being  no  provifion  proper  for  them,  ,befide  they  would  not  take  well  with 
this  cold  climate. 

No  trees  there  are  in  this  country,  nor  bulhea,  fave  a  few  in  the  bJfliop's  garden  at 
Kirkwal,  which  are  efteemed  as  a  rarity,  for  when  planted  and  taken  care  of,  they 
fometimes  grow  up  the  height  of  their  garden  wall,  but  afterwards  they  gradually  go 
back  and  decay.  This  feveral  gentlemen  very  defirous  of  having  trees  to  grow  declared, 
which  then  mud  be  imputed  to  ihe  nature  of  the  foil,  and  fharpnefs  of  the  fea  air,  and 
not  to  the  (loth  of  the  inhabitants,  as  our  hiftorian  afferts :  Nulla  ufquam  arbor  ac  ne 
frutex  quidem  prater  encam,  nee  id  lam  cali  aut  full  vitio  quam  incolarun  igtiavid^  quod 
facile  oftenditur  ex  arborum  radicibus,  qua  pluribus  in  locis  eruuntur.  For  though  indeed 
it  be  true  that  roots,  and  fometimes  bodies  of  trees,  are  found  in  molTes,  yet  this  is  rare, 
and  only  to  be  had  in  fome  places ;  whereas  gentlemen  fay,  they  bring  in  exfttlc  or 
foreign  plants,  they  fow  feed  for  nurferies,  which  ufeth  to  arrive  at  Jbme  greater  growth 
than  what  is  planted,  yet  after  all  their  pains  and  expence  in  ufing  fuch  proper  meatM, 
fo  conducive  for  obtaining  their  end,  no  perfeftion  or  bearing  of  fruit  can  be  attained : 
and  that  trees,  which  yet  are  but  fmalt,  and  look  dry  and  withered,  do  grow  in  the  bt- 
fhop's  garden,  may  be  becaufe  of  its  inclofure,  having  the  church  on  one  fidej  the  town 
of  Kirkwal  on  the  other,  and  the  biOiop's  houfe  on  a  third ;  which  kind  of  fences  may 
keep  off  the  cold  breezes  that  come  from  the  fea,  and  deftroy  the  growth  of  trees  in  other 
places. 

Though  there  are  no  trees,  and  fo  no  fruits  for  the  table,  yet  there  is  no  lack  of  good 
roots  for  the  kitchen,  as  cabbage,  carrots,  parfnips,  turnips,  ^rummucks,  artichokes, 
&c.  ;  all  which  ufeth  to  be  bigger  here  than  with  us  ordinarily,  efpedally  their  arti- 
chokes excel;  hence  fome  gentlemen  do  barrel  and  fend  them  out  of  the  country  for 
a  prefent  to  their  friends :  befidcs  thefe,  they  have  likewife  variety  of  herbs  in  the  field, 
very  beneficial  to  fuch  as  underfland  their  virtue  and  ufe. 

Peats  and  turf  are  the  ordinary  fuel  they  ufe,  which  they  have  very  good  and  in  great 
plenty  through  the  country,  except  in  fome  places^  which  do  not  fo  abound  therewith, 
as  in  Sanda  they  are  obliged  to  bring  peats  m>m  the  adjacent  iiles,  they  not  having  in 
their  own  ifle  to  fuf&ce  them  j  and  the  ufual  manner  of  agreement  with  the  proprietor 
cf  the  mols  is  for  fo  much  a  day  for  fo  many  peats  as  a  man  can  cad  :  and  in  fuch 
places  where  there  is  fcarcity  of  fuel,  the  poorer  fort  make  ufe  of  dried  kine's  dung,  or 
tangles,  which  in  fumriter's  heat  they  prepare  for  the  winter's  cold.  They  have  a  few 
falt-pans  in  fome  places,  where  plenty  of  peats,  ^ich  are  very  ufeful  to  the  country  ; 
at  fome  times  much  timber,  the  wrecks  of  fhips  call  away  at  fea,  or  broken  on  their 
iOes,  is  driven  alhore,  which  the  inhabitants  fdzing  keep  for  burnwood,  and  if  good 
and  frefli  (as  fometimes  (hips  from  Norway  fuffer  ftiipwreck  upon  or  nigh  to  thefe  ifles), 
they  make  other  ufes  of  it !  I  faw  feveral  chimney-pieces  thereof.  The  more  igngrani 
people  conftru£l  this  as  a  ^vouiable  providence  to  them,  therefore  they  call  thefe  wrecks 
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God's  fend,  though  not  To  fovourable  to  the  poor  mariners  and  otbei^  who  fuffer 
thereby. 

AUhough  the  fea  feemeth  to  fevourtheni,  by  bringing  fuch  timber,  and  fometimes 
cafks  and  hogflieads  of  wine,  brandy,  &c.  to  their  doors,  yet  this  turbulent  fwelling  Tea, 
and  ftrong  current  of  a  tide  pays  them  home  fore,  for  frequently  thereby  their  fmall 
paflage  or  fiflier-boats  are  caft  away,  Ibmetimes  all  in  them  periihinf^,  at  other  times 
Ibme  Eaved  with  difficulty.  And  at  all  times  it  is  highly  dangerous  for  any  not  experi- 
enced with  thefe  feas  to  psfs  through  between  the  iHes,  though  with  fmal!  boats,  becaufe 
of  the  many  blind  rocks  lying  there,  upon  which  fometimes  the  inhabitants  themfelves 
do  fplit,  what  through  feme  miflake,  inadvertency,  darknefs  of  the  night,  or  otherwife. 

The  minifters  inform  us  they  are  often  in  great  danger  in  going  to  their  churches 
from  ifle  to  ifle,  vifiting  their  parifhes,  going  to  the  preftytery,  &c.  Sometimes  pale 
death,  with  its  grim  countenance,  prefenting  itfelf,  and  Aaring  them  in  the  dee,  as  one 
drawn  out  by  the  hair  of  the  head  ;  another  efcaping  on  the  keel  of  the  overwhelmed 
boat ;  fometimes  they  are  arretted  by  a  ftorm  in  the  ifles,  and  kept  from  their  own  fa- 
milies for  fome  weeks,  even  when  the  paffage  will  be  fcarce  a  mile  or  half  a  mile  over. 
They  tell  us,  in  the  ifle  of  Weftra,  there  was  a  marriage  not  long  fince,  where  about  an 
hundred  peifons  were  convened  from  other  ifles,  and  were  detained  for  fix  or  feveit 
weeks  together,  fo  that  the  many  of  them  daily  faw  their  own  hoiires,yet  they  durd  not 
adventure  to  pafs  over,  till  the  fulling  wind  and  fea  took  off  their  confinement. 

In  every  ifle  there  is  a  Wart  or  Ward-hill,  the  higheft  hill  in  the  ifle,  on  the  top^ 
whereof  tbey  ufed  to  kindle  a  fire  when  they  faw  an  enemy  approaching,  or  difcemed 
any  danger,  that  fo  they  might  alarm  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  difperied  inhabitanta 
of  the  country  having  thereby  notice  given  them  might  convene  for  their  fuccour,  or  be 
upon  their  own  defence,  which  beacons  on  the  tops  of  mountains  the  fcripture  makes 
mention  of,  as  Ifa.  xxx.  17.  And  a  late  learned  author  afferteth,  "  That  great  flame 
with  fmoke  rifrng  up  out  of  the  city,  which  was  appointed  as  a  fign  between  the  meit 
of  Ifraet  and  the  lyers  in  wait,  ludg.  xx.  38,  40,  feems  to  be  meant  by  this." 

There  are  feveral  gentlemen  in  Orkney  who  have  confiderable  ellates,  but  the  King 
.  is  the  great  proprietor,  having  about  the  one  half  of  the  rents  of  the  whole  country  ^ 
which  rents  are  let  out  to  tax-men  for  fo  much  per  annum,  as  is  agreed  upon  at  the 
public  roup,  who  by  their  deputes  gather  in  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  and  being  tha 
King's  ftewards,  they  are  the  principal  judges  of  the  country.  The  rems  when  collec- 
ted, whether  paid  in  money,  meal,  oats,  barley,  or  butter,  are  ordinarily  feat  foulh, 
which  caufeth  a  great  grudge  among  the  people,  fome  of  them  thereby  being  redacted 
to  great  (traits,  not  getting  meal,  barley,  or  the  like  fometimes  to  buy,  as  in-  the  lata 
dearth,  though  then  the  produ3  of  thefe  ifles,  comparatively,  were  beyond  that  of  many 
'  other  places  in  the  kingdom.  The.  bifliop's  rents  amounting  to  eight  or  nine  thoufand 
merks  per  annum,  and  fo  more  confiderable  than  the  rents  of  feveral  other  bilhopricks 
'in  the  kingdom,  now  fince  the  abolition  of  prelacy  coming  in  to  the  King's  treaiury^. 
and  at  his  dirpora],are  alfo  fent  fouth,  and  not  confumed  within  the  ifles,  as  they  ufed 
formerly  to  be,  when  the  bifhops  refided  here,  at  which  the  people  are  likewife  difla*- 
tished,  and  thereby,  as  fome  better  acquainted  with  their  humdbrs  and  inclinations  do 
inform  me,  the  prefbyterian  government  is  made  the  lefs  acceptable  to  many  of  them. . 

The  people  greatly  cry  out  of  the  oppreffion  they,  groan  under,  by  reafon  of  the  fre- 
quent  change  of  ftewards  their  mailers,  who  being  tax-men,  and  fo  only  to  continue  for 
fuch  a  definite  time,  each  endeavours  to  gather  in  his  rents,  and  that  asfoon  as  may  be, 
which  many  of  the  poor  people  cannot  get  fo  quickly  given,  whereupon  feveral-of-thein 
are  put  to  doors,  aad  all  taken  from  them,  which  hath  occafiwied  much  of  the  I^g's 
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land  now  to  be  lying  wafte  and  lee  ;  whereas  if  they'  always  had  one  mafter,  their  cir- 
cumftances  might  be  much  becter,  for  fometimes  it  fo  fallefhout  that  the  huibandman 
nil!  gain  as  much  in  one  year  as  will  compenlate  the  Ipfs  of  another,  the  mafler  likewife 
would  be  more  encouraging  to  them,  and  concerned  in  their  welfare,  and  they  having 
leafes  fet  them,  would  more  endeavour  the  improving  of  their  ground,  which  now  they 
do  not,  they  not  knowing  but  the  next  year  they  may  have  a  new  mailer,  whofe  little 
finger  may  be  thicker  than  his  predeceffor's  loins.  Yet  let  not  my  reader  judge  that  I 
hereby  .intend  the  impeachment  of  any  particular  perfon  or  perfons  who  have  been  tax- 
men  there,  or  now  are;  but  my  defign  is  to  fhew  that  this  is  the  common  complaint  of 
the  country  boih  in  Orkney  and  Zetland. 

The  gentlemen  tell  us  they  have  another  kind  of  holding  here  than  is  in  other  places, 
and  the  beft  right  they  have  to  their  lands  is  that  which  they  call  Udall  right ;  a  poffef- 
fion  which  the  natives  fucceflively  have  without  either  charter  or  feiBn,  all  their  lands 
being  either  foch  Udall  lauds,  or  King's  lands,  or  fewed  lands.  This  Udall  right  is  faid 
to  be  called  from  one  Ulaus  King  of  Norway,  who  when  he  pofiefTed  the  country  gave 
to  the  inhabitants  a  right  to.fo  much  land,  he  always  retaining  to  himfelf  the  third  part,  ' 
and  enjoying  the  increafe  thereof. 

Their  meafuce  is  not  the  fame  with  ours,  they  not  ufing  peck  and  firlot,  but  inflea4 
thereof  weigh  their  corns  on  pifmires  or  pundlers.  The  leaft  quantity  is  called  a  merk, 
which  is  eighteen  ounces ;  twenty-four  merks  make  a  leifpound  or  fetten,  which  with 
jhe  Danes  is  that  which  we  call  a  (tone ;  fix  fettens  a  meil,  which  is  their  boll ;  and 
eighteen  meils  make  a  chalder.  Neither  do  they  ufe  pocks  cm-  facks  as  we  do ;  but  car- 
ry and  keep  their  corns  and  meal  in  a  fort  of  veflel  made  of  llraw,  bound  about  with 
ropes  of  the  fame,  called  CalUes. 

Chap.  III. — Wherein  iJie  feveral  IJles  and  Parijhes  helofiging  to  Orkney  are  enumeraiedt 
and  briefly  defcribed. 

HAVING  given  fome  defcription  of  Orkney  in  general,  I  (hall  now  give  fame  more 
particular  account  of  the  feveral  ifles  thereunto  belonging,  which  are  divided  into  fuch 
a?  are  inhabited,  and  fo  are  more  commonly  called  ifles ;  And  fuch  as  are  not  inhabited^ 
which  they  call  Holms^  only  ufed  for  pafturage.  The  ifles  are  faid  to  be  twenty-fix  In 
number,  viz.  Pomona,  or  the  Mainland,  being  much  larger  than  any  of  the  reft,  Gram- 
fey,  Hoy,  Swinna,  South-RonaldOia,  Burra,  Lambholm,  Flotta,  Faira,  Cava,  Copinfha, 
Shapinlha,  Damfay,  Inhallo,  Gairl^,  Roufa,  Eaglefha,  Stronfa,  Papa-Stronfa,  £da, 
North.Faini,  Weftra,  Papa-Weftra,  Wyre,  Sanda,  and  North-Ronaldflia.  To  which 
jnay  be  added  Fightland  Skerries,  it  being  fometimes  inhabited  in  the  fummer-time,  and 
"Waes  which  in  a  high  llream  is  divided  b-om  Hoy,  whereunto  it  is  joined  by  a  low  and 
narrow  neck  of  land  ;  as  alfo  the  Calf  of  £da,  it  having  a  fait  [kui  in  it.  It  may  be 
obferv'ed  that  moft  of  the  names  of  thefe  ifles  end  in  a  or  ey^  which  in  the  Teutonick 
tongue  fignifieth  water,  to  (hew  that  thefe  ifles  are  pieces  of  land  furrounded  with  water. 

The  firft  is  Pomona  or  the  Mainland,  faid.  to  be  twenty-four  miles  in  length  from  eaft 
ta  weft,  and  in  fome  places  fix  or  eight  miles  broad  ;  nigh  to  the  middle  whereof  is  the 
town  of  Kirkwal,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length  from  fouth  to  porth,  the  only- 
remarkable  town  in  all  this  country,  and  befide  which  there  is  no  other  royal  burgh  in 
Orkney  or  Zetland.  The  Danes,  who  had  the  Orcades  long  in  poSelEon,  called  it 
Cracoviaca,  which  name  Buchanan  takes  to  be  the  fame  with  Kirkwal,  but  corrupted :  . 
Quad  Dani  Crgceviacam  appeilabant,  nunc  nominAcorriato  Kircua  Scoiis  dicttur.  It  ftand-- 
cth  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  ifle,  in  a  low  and  moilt  ground ;  hence-a  mioifler  in  diig 
J  c  a  country 
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country  told  me  that  in  fevenil  places  of  their  large  church,  where  the  more  refpe^led 
burghers  ordiuarily  bury  their  dead,  they  can  fcarce  dig  two  feet  of  earth  but  water 
will  arife  ;  fo  thai:  he  hath  feen  yehen  they  interred  the  corpfe,  they  behoved  to  pre& 
them  down  in  the  water  till  the  mold  or  earth  was  c^  upon  them.  It  is  now  much 
decayed  as  to  trade  and  number  of  inhabitants,  as  many  ancient  burghs  in  this  kingdom 
are.  In  it  hath  been  two  (lately  edifices,  the  Zing's  and  the  bifliop's  palace  :  the  former 
is  now  very  ruinous,  being  the  ancienteli  of  the  two,  built,  as  is  thought,  by  Tome  of  the 
bifliops  of  Orkney,  it  having  the  veftige  of  a  bifhop's  mitre  and  arms  engraven  upoa 
the  wall  that  looks  to  the  ftreet,  and  m  which,  tt  is  fud,  the  bifhops  of  old  had  their 
residence;  the  other,  called  the  bifliop's  palace,  wherein  the  bifliops  lately  lived,  was 
built  by  Patrick  Stewart  Earl  of  Orkney,  anno  1 606,  fon  to  Robert  Stewart,  natural  fon 
to  King  James  V.  This  palace  is  at  lb  going  to  ruin,  though  with  fome  espence  it  could 
be  kept  in  good  repair. 

The  church  is  a  very  noble  and  large  ftrufture,  having  in  it  fourteen  or  fifteen  ftrong 
pillars  on  each  fide  ;  the  fteeple  Handing  on  four  bigger  and  higher  pillars  in  the  middle 
of  the  church,  wherein  there  are  feveral  old  and  good  bells.  In  the  eader  part  only  of 
this  great  church  is  divine  fervice  performed,  which  is  fumilhed  with  good  feats  bx 
accommodating  the  inhabitants,  and  other  conveniencies  proper  for  that  end.  It  is 
commonly  called  St.  M^nus  Church,  being  built,  or  at  lead,  as  fome  fay,  the  founda- 
tion laid  by  Magnus  King  of  Norway,  whom  they  report  to  have  been  buried  here ; 
though  others  fay  he  was  buried  in  Eagleflia,  an  ifle  to  the  north  of  Kirkwai.  There 
are  many  of  this  name  of  Magnus  in  this  country. 

At  Kirkwai  there  is  a  fafe  road ;  but  (hips  coming  from  the  fouth  cannot  get  fo  eafily 
into  it,  by  reafon  that  the  fame  wind  which  brings  them  to  Orkney,  often  will  not  fijffer 
them  to  turn  up  to  Kirkwai,  they  being  obliged  to  encompafs  a  point  of  land  (Iretching 
to  the  north-eaft  before  they  can  make  the  road,  fo  that  frequently  they  lie  at  Elwit^ 
or  Deer-Sound,  two  anchoring  places  to  the  eaft  or  north-eaft  of  Kirkwai,  until  that  the 
wind  fhall  favour  them. 

On  the  Mamland  good  corns  do  grow  in  feveral  places,  though  likewife  there  be  much 
moorifli  ground  ;  but  the  pleaianted  part  of  the  ifle  I  take  to  be  the  wed  end  thereof, 
about  fiirfa,  Hara,  Sandwick,  and  Stromnefs,  where  there  are  feveral  fpots  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  grafs  and  corn.  In  the  parilh  of  Birfa  is  the  King's  houfe,  fituated  on  a 
plain  champaign  ground  on  the  weft  end  of  the  Mainland,  nigh  to  the  fea  orDeucale- 
dooian  ocean,  which  formerly  when  in  order  hath  had  feveral  pleaTant  and  diverting 
avenues  about  it.  At  a  large  quarter  of  a  mile's  didance  to  the  fouth  we  faw  the  plea- 
fanted  mixtureofgowaDs,foconimoQly  called,  or  daifieswhiteand  yellow  on  every6d« 
of  the  way  growing  \erf  thick,  and  covering  a  conftderable  piece  of  the  ground,  that 
Brer  we  had  occafion  to  fee.  The  palace  was  built  in  form  of  a  court  by  Robert  Stewart 
Earl  of  Orkney,  about  the  year  1 574 ;  it  is  iwo  dories  high,  the  upper  hath  been 
prettily  decorated,  the  ceiling  being  at)  panted,  and  that  for, the  mod  part  with  fehenw 
holding  forth  fcripture  hiftories,  as  Noah's  flood,  Chrid's  riding  to  Jerufalem,  &c. ;  and 
the  fcripture  is  fet  down  befide  the  figure  :  it  was  inhabited  witlun  thefe  twenty  yeois, 
but  is  DOW  fad  decaying.  When  we  entered  the  palace  gate,  we  faw  ^wve  it  that  in- 
fcriptton  fo  much  talked  of,  and  reputed  treafonable  by  King  James  VI. :  Roberho 
Steuartiu filius  JacabiVti.  Rex  Scoigrumhoc adtficium  inJiruKit;  which infoiption  could 
ttot  but  ofiend  the  lawful  hdr  of  the  crown,  for  it  cannot  well  be  thought  that  the  Eart 
and  all  about  him  were  fuch  blunderers  in  ihe  Latra  tongue  as  to  put  down  Ii^x  inliead 
«f  RegiSf  if  there  had  been  no  defign  in  it.  Within  the  palace  we  faw  al(b  the  raetts 
a^ve  his  arms :  Sic/uit,  e/iyCt  erit,  wluch  was  a  piece  of  too  great  urogancy  for  aay 
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man  to  aflume  that  unto  himfelf  which  properly  belongs  to  the  Son  of  Goi1,whofe  wife 
judgment  is  not  unworthy  of  our  remark,  that  now  only  il  can  be  faid  of  iiis  houfe  and 
femily,  now  ext\n&,^c  fuit ;  which  that  f^reat  King  Nibuchadnezar  knew  to  his  expe- 
rience, "  That  thefe  who  walk  in  pride  God  is  able  to  abafe." 

Among  other  pleafant  places  in  this  weft  end  of  the  Mainland  we  may  (ake  notice  of 
Kirial-Hill,  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  the  houfe  of  Brachnefe,  in  the  parifti  of  Sandwick, 
which  is  very  large  on  the  top,  and  plain  almoft  like  a  bowling- preen,  fo  that  nine  or 
ten  thoufand-men  could  eafily  be  drawn  up  in  order  thereupon;  ii  is  all  over  very  green, 
without  any  heaih  or  fuch  like  growiri^  there,  neither  are  there  any  rifing  hillocks  on 
it  that  we  could  difcern,  as  ordinarily  are  to  be  feen  on  other  hills  ;  and  becaufe  of  its 
being  fo  very  pleafant,  (he  inhabitants  about  call  ic  Chearful-Hill.  W'iihin  a  few  milfs 
alfo  of  the  weft  end  of  the  Mainland  is  the  l.och  of  Stennis,  the  largeft  in  Orkney, 
whereon  are  fome  mills;  fome  trouls  and  falmon  gilfes  are  found  in  ic  and  the  brooks 
that  run  from  it. 

Befide  Kirkwal-road,  there  are  feveral  other  harbours  or  bays  on  the  Mainland, 
wherein  ftiips  can  fafely  lie ;  as  one  at  Kerfton,  a  fmall  village  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
Mainland,  much  frequented  by  fliips  going  to  the  weft  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  or  com- 
ing therefrom  ;  another  is  at  Holm'ti  Sound,  towards  the  fouth-eaft  Hde  of  the  ille,  to 
which  fometimes  barks  do  refort  from  the  fouth  ;  feveral  (hips  alfo  going  through  Land 
from  the  fouth  to  the  weft  feadrop  anchor  here;  and  when  they  pafsthey  muft  fail  be- 
tween Lambholm,  a  little  iQe  in  the  found,  and  the  Mainland ;  for  the  way  on  the  other 
fide  between  Lambholm  and  Burra,  though  it  feem  more  open,  yet  it  is,  they  fay,  flial- 
low  and  dangerous.  But  none  I  think  will  dare  to  fail  through  thefe  ifles  without  fome 
meafure  both  of  Ikill  and  experience,  elfe  it  will  be  to  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  the 
lofeof  fliip  and  cargo,  there  being  feveral  turnings,  blind-rocks,  and  fliallows;  where- 
fore many  do  judge  it  the  fafeft  courfe  to  keep  the  wide  fea,  and  fo  fail  without  the  ifles, 
efpecially  if  the  weather  be  not  well  fet  and  promifing.  Another  convenient  road  is  at 
Deer-Sound,  to  the  eaft  of  the  Mainland,  where  a  great  bay  commodious  for  navies  to 
ride  in.  Some  other  harbours  and  bays  alfo  there  are  upon  the  Mainland ;  but  thefe 
are  the  moft  remarkable. 

Nigh  to  the  point  of  Deer-Nefe  fome  years  ago  was  eaft  away  a  (liip  tranfporting  fome 
prifoners  to  America,  who  were  for  the  moft  part  weft- countrymen,  apprehended,  im- 
prifoned,  and  then  baniOied  for  adhering  to  prefbyterian  principles  :  there  were,  as  is 
laid,  above  an  hundred  who  periflied,  being  kept  under  the  deck,  and  tied  ^qgether  by 
pairs,  whereas  if  they  had  been  at  liberty,  the  greatcft  part,  if  not  all,  might  have  been 
&Ted,  as  a  few  were,  then  upon  deck  with  the  mariners. '  The  country  people  here  did, 
and  do  think,  that  the  captain  of  the  (hip  willingly  fuffered  -her  to  drive  upon  this  point, 
and  the  men  there  to  periflj ;  and  if  fo,  it  is  probable  that  others,  though  not  aboard,, 
have  been  concerned  in  this  mifchievous  defign,  as  the  authors  and  abettors  thereof. 

In  the  Mainland  are  feven  pariftics,  but  thirteen  kirks ;  for  many  minifters  in  Orkney- 
have  two  and  fome  three  kirks,  wherein  they  ordinarily  preach  by  turns:  the  firft  is 
Deemefs  and  St.  Andrew's,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifle,  where  two  kirks,  one  at  Deernefs, 
and  another  at  St.  Andrew's,  wherein  their  minifter  preacheth  by  turns  ;  here  live  the 
lairds  of  New-work  and  Tankemefs.  Under  this  minifter's  infpefUon  alfo  is  Copiniha, 
a  little  ifle  to  the  eaft  of  the  Main,  wherein  a  few  families,  fome  corn  land  and  paftu- 
rage  :  it  at  a  little  diftance  appears  to  be  as  an  high  rock  confpicuous  lo  feamen  ;  but 
it  declineth  and  Keth  low  towards  the  weft.  To  the  north-eaft  of  it  lieth  a  Holm,  called 
the  Horfe  of  Copiniba. 

The  next  parifli  is  Holm,  alfo  on  the  eaft  of  the  Main,  to  the  weft  of  Deemefs  and 
St.  Andrew's,  wherein  is  but  one  kirk  ;  in  this  parifli  livcth  the  laird  of  Grabam's-Hatl. 
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To  their  mimfter*s  charge  belongeih  Lambholm,  a  Uttle  ifle  to  the  fouth  of  the  Main, 
wherein  a  family  or  two.  North-weft  from  Holm  the  parifli  and  town  of  Kirkwal  lielh, 
where  one  church,  but  they  fliould  have  two  minitlers  :  a  part  of  their  charge  is  called 
the  parifti  of  St.  Ola.  To  the  weft  of  Kirkwal  is  Orphir,  where  is  but  one  kirk.  To 
ihe  north-weft  of  Kirkwal  lieth  Firch  and  Stennis,  having  two  kirks,  wherein  their  mi- 
.nifter  preachelh/er  vices,  or  by  turns  :  to  this  parifli  belongs  Damfey,  a  little  ifle.  To 
the  north  of  Firth  and  Stennis  is  Evie  and  Rendal,  having  two  kirks,  wherein  their  mi- 
4iiiler  preacheth  per  vices.  'I'o  this  pariih  b^longeth  Gairfey,  a  little  pleafant  ifle,  whereia 
itveth  Sir  William  Craig,  of  Gairfey.  s 

To  the  welt  of  Evie  and  Rendal  is  Hara  arfd  Birfa,  where  are  two  Idrks,  in  which  the 
■minifter  preacheth  per  vices  ;  the  King's  houfe  is  in  Hirfa  as  abovefaid.  Next  to  Birlki 
-to  the  fouth-welt,  is  Sandwick  and  Stromners,  whorein  are  two  kirks,  which  their  mi- 
nifter  goeih  to  per  vices.  To  Stromnefs  belongeth  Kerfton,  where  the  beft  harbour  ia 
Orkney,  and  by  reafon  it  is  daily  increafing  as  to  houfes  and  number  of  inhabitants, 
.^who  are  encouraged  to  dwell  here  upon  the  account  of  the  many  Hups  that  do  frequent 
this  port,  and  often  tarry  for  fome  time)  ;  the  minifter  and  gentlemen  concur  in  fup- 
plicattng  judicatories  competent,  that  Kerl^on  with  fome  of  the  country  adjacent  may  be 
«re£ted  into  a  pariQi  by  itfelf,  that  fo  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  ftrangers  reforting 
thereunto,  may  be  ferved  with  preacliing  and  other  parts  of  the  paftoral  work;  their 
^refent  church  at  Stromnefs  being  four  miles  diftant  from  them,  wherein  alfo  they  can 
have  fermon  but  every  other  Sabbath.     In  Sandwick  lives  the  laird  of  Brachnefs. 

To  the  fouth  of  Stromnefs  and  Sandwick  lieth  Hoy  and  Waes,  which  ordinarily  make 
but  one  ifle,  though  fometimes  by  a  high  llream  overflowing  the  low  and  narrow  pal^ 
•fage  whereby  they  are  joined  to  one  another,  they  are  divided  into  two  :  the  ifie  is  about 
'  -ten  or  twelve  miles  long  from  weft  to  eaft.  Waes,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifle,  is  better 
inhabited  than  Hoy,  at  the  weft  end  thereof,  it  lying,  lower,  and  fo  fitter  for  pafturage 
and  labouring  ;  whereas  Hoy  is  more  mountainous,  only  having  fame  houfes  on  the 
-ikirts  of  the  hill?,  by  the  coafts,  and  fome  corn  land  about  their  houfes.  The  hill  of 
Hoy  is  the  higheft  in  Orkney,  whence  we  have  a  fair  profped  of  alt  the  circumjacent 
ifles,  as  alfo  of  Caithnefs,  Stranaver,  Sutherland,  &c.  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Pightland- 
Firth,  yet  though  it  be  fo  high,  it  cannot  hold  true  what  fome  do  afiert,  th.it  from  this 
hill  is  to  be  feen  the  fun  all  the  night  over  in  the  month  of  June,  when  he  is  about  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  for  feeing  the  fun- is  for  feveral  hours  feen  above  the  horizon  the 
fhorteft  day  of  winter,  he  muft  neceflarily  be  fo  far  depreffed  the  {horteft  night  in  fum- 
mer,  fo  that  his  body  cannot  then  be  feen,  though  fomething  of  a  clear  light  may  be 
difcerned,  as  it  were,  accompanying  the  fun  from  his  fetting  to  his  rifing  point,  by  rea> 
ion  of  the  refie^ion  and  refradton  of  his  rays  upon  and  through  the  fea,  he  dipping  fo 
Jittle  below  thetr  horizon.  For  the  further  illuftration  of  this,  the  minifters  of  the  nor- 
thern ifles  of  Orkney  told  me  that  in  the  month  of  June  they  will  fee  to  read  fmall  print 
or  write  at  midnight ;  and  in  December  for  fome  days  they  can  neither  fee  to  read  nor 
write  unlefs  that  they  light  a  candle,  as  one  of  them  att^fted  from  his  experience.  To 
the  fouth  of  the  entry  into  the  Sound  between  Hoy  and  Kerfton  in  the  Mainland  is  the 
Comb  of  Hoy,  the  higheft  rock  in  Orkney,  looking  to  the  weft  or  Deucaledonian  Ocean, 
much  frequented  by  fea-fowls. 

The  minifter  of  Hoy  hath  two  kirks,  one  in  Hoy,  and  another  in  Gramfey,  a  Uttte 
{\1eafant  iile  about  a  mile  long,  lying  to  the  north  of  Hoy,  between  it  and  Kerfton  in  the 
Mainland  ;  but  fliips  that  gn  through  this  Sound  ufe  to  fail  between  Gramfay  and  the 
Mainland,  the  way  between  Gramfay  and  Hoy  being  very  dangerous.  The  minifter  oi^ 
Waes  hath  two  kirks,  one  in  Waes,  and  another  in  Flotta,  a  pleafant  little  iJle,  and  aa 
7  capable 
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capable  of  improvement  as-  any  iHe  in  Orkney ;  Falra  and  Cava^  alfo  two  other  little 
Hies,  are  a  part  of  his  charge ;  thefe  ides  lie  to  the  eaft  of  Waes  and  Hoy;  ' 

Nigh  to  the  eaft  of  Waes  and  Hoy  lies  South-Ronaldflia,  five  miles  long  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  about  two  broad  in  feveral  places  ;  it  is  the  fouthernmolt  of  all  the  ifles  of 
■Orkney,  and  very  fertile  ^nd  populous;  at  ihe  fonth-end  thereof  is  Burwick,  whence 
the  ordinary  paffage  is  to  Duncan's-bay  in  Caiihnefs  over  Pightland-firth.  Their  ininifler 
hath  three  kirks,  two  in  South-RonaldOia,  one  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ille,  called  our 
Lady's-Kirk,  and  another  at  the  north  end,  called  St.  Peter's-Kirk.  He  hath  a  third 
kirk  in  Burra,  a  pleafant  little  ifle  to  the  north  of  South-Ronald fha,  wherein  is  much 
corn-land  and  many  rabbits ;  in  this  ide  tiveth  Sir  Archibald  Stuart.  To  this  parifh' 
belongs  Swinna,  a  little  ifle  in  Pightland-firlh,  of  which  more  afterwards,  when  we  come 
to  difcourfe  ot  Pightland-firth. 

To  the  north  of  the  mainland  lies  the  Northern  Ifles,  as  Shapinflia  to  the  north-eaft, 
iouv  or  five  miles  long,  to  this  parlfh  belongs  but  one  kirk.  It  hath  a  fafe  harbour  at- 
Elwick,  on  the  fouth  of  the  ifle :  here  is  the  houfe  of  the  found,  which  looketh  well, 
and  hath-a  pleafant  fituation  on  a  rifing  ground,  lying  to  the  fouth. 

To  the  north-eaft  from  Shapinftia  lieih  Stronfa,  about  four  or  five  miles  long,  it  is' 
well  inhabited,  and  the  grafs  and  corns  are  good :  Papa  Stronfa  is  a  little  ifle  over 
againd  it  towards  north-eaft,  wherein  but  one  ^mily,  between  Papa'Stronfa  and  Stronfa 
.is  a  fafe  harbour  or  bay,  well  fenced  by  promontories  or  capes  of  land  :  it  is  faid  to  be 
the  belt  north  bound  harbour  in  all  the  Northern  Ifles.  Oppofite  to  Stronfa  to  north- 
weft  lies  Edai  about  four  miles  of  length  from  north  to  fouth,  it  is  full  of  mofe  and 
moor,  and  but  thinly  inhabited  :  fome  of  the  neighbouring  ifles  get  their  peat  hence. 
In  it  a  loch  and  mill.  To  the  north-eaft  of  Eda  is  the  calf,  a  holm  fo  called  ;  between 
which  and  Eda  is  Calf-found,  a  convenient  and  fafe  road.  The  minifter  of  Stronfa  and 
Eda  hath  two  kirks,  one  in  Stronfa  and  another  in  Eda,  where  he  preacheth  every  third 
febbath*  To  the  weft  of  Eda  lies  North  Faira,  a  little  pleafant  ifle,  wherein  a  few 
£tmilies. 

On  the  eaft-  fide  of  Eda  ftands  a  houfe  built  by  John  Stewart  Earl  of  Carrick,  anno 
1663.  Some  of  whofe  offspring  are  yet  living  in  the  neighbouring  ifles,  the  occafion 
of  his  coming  and  living  in  this  remote  corner  is  reported  to  have  been  fome  difcon- 
tent  which  fell  out  between  him  and  his  lady ;  he  built  at  a  great  expence  twelve  falt- 
lians  in  the  Calf  of  Eda,  over  againd  his  houfe,  which  for  fome  time  were  all  at  work, 
he  defigning  to  have  driven  a  foreign  trade  with  his  fait,  but  he  dying  after  a  few  years 
abode  there,  the  houfe  and  pans,  not  being  kept  in  repair,  went  to  ruin,  fo  that  now 
only  one  falt-pit  is  ftanding.     Thus  his  projed  died  with  himfelf. 

To  the  north-eaft  of  Eda  is  Sanda,  the  pieafanteft,  I  think,  of  the  Orkney  Ifles,  nine 
or  ten  miles  long  from  fouth  to  north,  in  many  places  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 
in  fome  fcarce  half  a  mile  broad,  having  feveral  tongues  of  land  waftied  by  the  fea, 
hence  fome  do  compare  it  to  the  Ihape  of  a  lobfter:  no  place  in  the  ifle  is  high  and 
mountainous,  and  many  fpots  of  it  are  very  plain,  and  even  like  a  bowling-green,  every*, 
where  it  is  well  furniftied  with  grafs,  and  much  good  corn,  faid  to  be  the  beft  in  Ork- 
ney ;  it  alone  payeth  to  the  King  forty-two  chalders  of  victual,  every  one  of  which  chal- 
ders  is  twenty-one  bolls  of  our  meafure  ;  the  whole  ifle  is  but  as  one  ricft  cuningar,  or  a 
cony-warren,  for  I  never  faw  a  greater  number  of  conies  running  in  any  place  than  I" 
did  here  ;  hence  the  heritors  kill  feveral  hundreds  of  them  yearly  for  their  ufe.  There 
are  feveral  bays  for  fliips,  as  Kitletoft,  Otterfwick,  and  Taphnefs-bay.  Some  gen- 
tlemen alfo  who  have  confidenible  interelts,  as  Burgh,  Lapnefs,  Stc, :   many  fowls 
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frequent  this  ifle,  as  duck  and  drake,  plover,  &c.  fo  that  there  is  good  fport  for 
the  fowler.  The  ftirlings  or  Hares  are  as  numerous,  I  judge,  as  the  fparrows  are 
with  us. 

In  Siinda  are  two  mlnlflers,  one  having  one  kirk  called  Lady-Kiri£,  on  the  eafl  ftde 
of  the  tile  towards  the  north  end  thereof,  in  this  ifle  arefomc  fober,  knowing,  and  good 
people  ;  particularly  in  this  Lady  parilh,  in  the  former  Prelbyterian  limes,  there  was  t 
goodly  zealous  miniller,  Mr.  Arthur  Murray,  who  went  foulh  after  therevolulion,  an. 
1660,  and  died  there,  feme  of  the  old  people  yet  alive,  who  were  under  his  minillry, 
cannot  fpeak  of  him  without  tears :  "  The  righteous  (hall  be  had  in  everlafting  re- 
mcmbrance."  The  other  minifter  hath  under  his  infpe£tion  three  kirks,  two  in  Sanda, 
Crofs  Kirk,  and  Burnefs,  and  one  in  North-Rondalfiia,  an  ifle  to  the  north  of  Sanda, 
two  or  three  miles  long.  Both  thefe  illes  of  Sanda  and  North  Ronaldfiia  lie  low,  and 
dangerous  for  feamen,  who  cannot  difcover  them  at  any  dillance,  efpecially  in  a 
mifty  day  or  dark  night,  till  dole  upon  them,  and  fo  are  ready  to  fuffor  ftipwreck,  as 
many  do. 

To  the  weft  of  Sanda  lies  Weftra,  feven  miles  long,  it  is  well  inhabited,  having  much 
■corn  in  it ;  here  is  Fitta  hill,  where  they  fay  the  fairies  are  frequently  feen,  it  is  the 
higheft  hill  in  all  the  northern  ifles  of  Orkney.  In  the  north  end  of  this  ifle  is  the 
caftle  of  Nouiland,  built  by  Gilbert  Balfour  for  the  ufe  of  James  Hepburn  Earl  of  Both- 
well,  married  to  Queen  Mary  the  27th  of  May,  an.  1567,  in  the  abby  of  Holyrood- 
houfe,  who  fearing  he  (hould  not  always  retiun  and  enjoy  his  prefent  grandeur,  whicb 
the  nobles  envied  him  for,  he  likewife  being  fufpefled  guilty  of  the  murder  of  my  Lord 
Darnley,  her  former  hufband,  caufed  to  be  built  this  flrong  caftle,  which  upon  a 
change  of  the  fcene,  he  might  betake  himfelf  unto,  fituated  upon  a  high  rock  nigh  to 
the  Deui^akdonian  Ocean,  having  plain  champaign  ground  about  it ;  h  is  four  iiotiet 
high,  and''the  lowed  is  ftrongly  vaulted,  above  which  is  a  high  hall,  having  two  air-hoieS 
through  the  arch,  fo  to  give  vent  to  the  powder,  if  at  any  time  they  Ihould  be  fur* 
prifed  with  a  blaft,  the  walls  are  very  thick,  and  all  the  free-ftone  for  the  building  was 
brought  from  the  fouth :  the  roof  is  flat  and  fenced  with  rails  of  ftone,  whence  we  have 
a  fair  view  of  the  circumjacent  country.  There  are  feveral  holes  or  flits  in  the  build- 
ing, not  only  to  let  in  the  light,  but  to  gall  an  approaching  enemy  with  fmall  (hot,  if 
at  any  time  they  (hould  be  attacked  :  but  the  Lord  often  taking  the  finner  in  his  own 
craftiiiefs,  fuflered  him  not  fo  to  efcape,  by  (hehering  himfelf  in  this  neft.  This  caftle 
was  never  completed,  for  in  one  part  thereof  the  walls  are  but  half  the  hdght  intended* 
and  never  hitherto  covered  with  a  roof,  and  he  being  purfucd  by  the  Lords  of  the 
congregation,  never  pofleffed  It,  or  fo  nnich  as  faw  't,  if  not  at  a  diftance,  for  he  taking 
hiiuifclf  to  fea  with  two  ornhree  (hips  came  to  Kirkwal  in  Orkney,  and  being  driven 
thence  by  William  Kircaldy  of  Grange,  he  fled  to  Zetland,  where  the  purAier  bad 
almoft  overtaken  him,  if  the  pilot's  (kill  in  thefe  feas  had  not  made  a  way  to  efcape, 
in  holding  down  by  the  fide  of  a  blind  rock  well  enough  known  to  the  pilot,  which  the 
purfuer  ignorant  of  fplit  upon  ;  which  rock  to  this  day  is  called  the  Unicom,  from  the 
name  of  a  (hip  that  perilhed  upon  it.  Bothwell  efcaped  to  Norway,  wh«-e  being  ap> 
prchenuLd,  he  was  taken  to  Denmark,  and  call  into  a  (ilthy  prifon,  where  be  died  after 
ten  years  imprifonment :  his  wicked  iife  having  this  miferable  end  :  "  Though  hand 
join  in  hand  the  wicked  (hall  not  go  unpunifhed ;"  and  ordinarily  murder,  (whereof 
he  was  fufpeded  to  be  guilty,)  fb  crieth  from  the  ground,  that  it  bringeth  down  re- 
irlarkable  and  often  tremendous  judgments  in  time.  There  are  feveral  gentlemen's 
lioufes  in  Wcftra. 
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The  minifter  of  Weflra  hath  three  churches  wherein  he  preaches  per  •uira,  two  in 
Weftra,  one  at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifle  called  the  Weft- Kirk,  and  another  nigh  to  the 
north  end  called  the  North-Kirk,  the  thirJ  church  is  in  Papa-Weftra,  a  httle  ifle  of 
three  miles  long  from  fouth  to  north ;  betwixt  it  and  Weftra  there  is  a  convenient 
harbour  for  fhips  at  Piriwa  ;  as  alfo  in  the  fame  found  a  little  to  the  north  of  this  har-  , 
hour  lies  a  holra  wherein  there  hath  been  a  little  chapel,  «hereof  fome  of  the  ruinotis 
walls  are  yet  to  be  feen.  Papa-Weftra  aboundeth  wiih  rabbits,  and  hath  fome  corn 
land,  but  not  fo  much  as  fame  other  iflcs,  it  being  hard  and  ftony  ground  ;  it  belongeth 
to  a  gentleman  called  Holland,  and  hath  been  reputed  famous  for  St.  Trodwell's  Cha- 
pel and  Loch  or  Lake.  To  the  eaft  of  this  ifle  iieth  the  Holm,  where  the  Enfter  men 
had  thicr  huts  as  above. 

To  the  fouth  of  Weftra  lies  Roufa,  an  ifle  fis  miles  long,  full  of  heathy  hills,  abound- 
ing with  moor-fowls ;  there  is  not  much  corn  in  it,  and  but  thinly  inhabited.  There  is 
a  loch  and  mill  thereon  that  goelh  ordinarily  all  the  fummer  over,  which  is  rare  in 
thefe  ifles.  The  minifter  of  Roufa  hath  two  kirks,  one  in  Roufa  and  another  in  Kgle- 
fha,  a  pleafant  ifle  two  miles  long,  where  a  church  much  frequented  by  fuperftitious 
people,  with  a  high  fteepte  feen  at  a  great  diftance,  where  (as  fome  would  have  it)  St. 
Magnus  was  buried.  To  his  charge  alfo  belongs  Inhallo,  a  Jittle  ifle  to  the  weft  of 
Roufa,  alfo  Wyre  a  fmall  ifle. 

Thus  I  have  glanced  at  the  defcription  of  the  Orcades ;  moft  of  which  I  have  had 
occafton  to  fee,  wherein  we  fee  there  are  feventeen  pariflies  ;  eight  in  the  mainland, 
viz.  Kirkrvall,  Holm,  Deemefs  and  St.  Andrews,  Evie  and  Kendal,  Firth  and  Stennis, 
Orphir,  Birfa  and  Kara,  Sandwick  and-  Stromnefs ;  and  nine  in  the  other  ifles,  viz. 
South  Ronalftu  and  Bura,  .Waes  and  Flotta,  Hoy  and  Gramfey,  Shapin(ha,  Stronfa 
and  Eda,  Lady-Rirk  in  Sanda,  Crofs-Kirk  and  Bumefs  in  Sanda,  and  North  Ronallba, 
Weftra  and  Papa  Weftra,  Roufa  and  Eglefha  ;  but  there  are  thirty>one  kirks ;  and 
theft  minifters  look  upon  themfelves  as  more  happily  pofted,  who  have  only  one  kirk, 
efpecially  if  they  have  not  more  kirks  in  feveral  ifles  ;  this  tending  more  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  file  people  under  their  charge,  and  confequently  to  their  peace  and  encourage- 
ment, they  every  Lord's  Day  difpenling  ordinances  in  the  fame  place,  to  the  fame 
people,  whereas  ihofe  who  have  more  kirks  committed  to  them  are  fometimes  obliged 
to  preach  in  one  place  and  fometimes  in  another,  and  the  people  generally  frequent  But 
their  own  kirk,  efpecially  if  they  be  in  different  ifles,  hence  ordmarily  they  enjoy  the 
ordinances  only  every  other  Sabbath,  and  in  fome  places  but  one  of  three,  which  can- 
not but  obftru^  the  progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  among  them.  Befides  it  is  uneafy,  ex- 
penfive,  and  dangerous  tor  them  to  travel  from  ifle  to  ifle,  and  fometimes  a  ftorm 
ariflng  they  are  neceffarily  detained  there.  The  ftipends  here  are  fmatl,  and  for  the 
moft  part  paid  by  the  fteward  or  his  depute,  the  kin^  being  the  principal  proprietor, 
yet  they  can  live  very  well  upon  them,  viftuals  being  had  at  an  eaft  rate. 

The  people  are  generally  tradable,  fubmiffive  and  refpeflful  to  their  minifters,  which 
is -very  defitable  and  encouraging  to  thofe  who  labour  among  them,  when  true  zeal 
enlargeth  the  deftres,  and  puts  an  edge  upon  the  fpirits  of  paftors  in  the  difcharge  of 
the  Lord's  work  for  the  good  of  fouls. 

Chap.  IV. — Some  Things  remarkable  in  Orkney^  as  ancient  MomtmenlSy  Jlrange  Provi- 

denceSi  Es'c   are  reprejented, 

HAVING  taken  a  view  of  the  country  in  general,  and  the  feveral  ifles  in  particular, 

I  fliaJl  now  divert  my  reader  with  fome  things  remarkable,  not  altogether  unworthy  of 
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our  obfervation,  fuch  as  fome  ancient  monuments,  ftrange  accidents,  and  fome  other 
things  not  only  curious  and  delectable,  but  alfo  profitable  to  the  judicious;  affording 
matter  "  of  meditation  to  the  wife  obfervers  of  thefe  things,  who  regard  the  works  « 
the  Lord,  and  duly  ponder  the  operations  of  his  hands,  in  the  years  of  ancient  and 
latter  times." 

The  firft  we  take  notice  of  is  the  ftone,  called  thi  Dwarfie  Scone,  lying  in  a  valley 
between  two  hills,  to  the  north  of  the  Hill  of  Hoy,  it  is  abi)uc  thirty-four  feet  long, 
fixteen  or  feventeen  broad,  and  eight  thick,  hollowed  by  the  hand  of  fome  mafon,  as 
the  print  of  the  niafon-iroijs  do  yet  Ihew  ;  it  hath  a  fquare  hoie  for  the  entry,  looking 
to  the  eaft,  two  feet  high,  with  a  ftone  proportionable  ftandinf^  before  this  entry  at  two 
feet  diftance,  within  at  one  end  is  hewen  out  a  bed  wiih  a  pillow,  wherein  two  perfons 
may  lie  almoll:  at  their  full  length  ;  oppofite  to  this,  at  the  other  end,  is  fomething  aUb 
hewen  out  like  a  couch,  between  which  bed  and  couch  there  is  a  large  hole  abore 
about  the  bignefs  of  the  entry,  through  which  a  perfon  may  come  up  to  the  top  (rf 
the  ftone,  and  might  ferve  tor  a  vent  to  the  fmoke,  if  fo  be  they  had  put  any  fire  upon 
a  hearth  between  the  two  beds.  Beneath  this  ftone  runs  to  the  fouth  a  cold  and  plea- 
fant  fpring,  which  might  afford  drink  to  the  inhabitants.  Who  hewed  this  ftone,  or  for 
what  ufe  it  was,  we  could  not  learn,  the  common  tradition  among  the  people  is,  that  a 
giant  with  his  wife  lived  in  this  ifle  of  Hoy,  who  had  this  ftone  for  their  caftle.  But 
I  would  rather  think,  feeing  ii  could  not  accommodate  any  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  that  it 
might  be  for  the  ufe  of  fome  dwarf,  as  the  name  feems  to  import,  or  it  being  remote 
from  any  houfe  might  be  the  retired  cell  of  fome  "melancholy  hennit.  The  ftone 
alfo  may  be  called  the  Dwarfie  Stone,  per  anl'tphrafin^  or  by  way  of  oppofition,  it  being 
fo  very  great. 

To  the  north-weft  of  this  ftone  is  a  high  mountain  of  a  fteep  afcent,  called  tlie  Wart- 
hill  of  Hoy,  looking  to  the  north  ;  nigh  to  the  top  of  which  hill  about  mid-day,  is  feen 
fomething,  and  that  at  a  good  diftance,  which  glittcrt;  and  ftiines  wonderfully,  and  though 
fome  have  climbed  up  and  fcarched  for  it,  yet  could  find  nothing  ;  it  fiiines  moft  in 
the  fummer  time :  the  people  talk  of  it  as  fome  enchanted  carbuncle ;  others  take  it 
to  be  a  water  that  reflefleth  the  fun's  rays,  and  fo  caufeth  fuch  a  fparkling  and  fplen- 
dor ;  but  a  gentleman  who  liveth  nigh  to  this  rock  told  us,  that  it  ftiines  moft  in  the 
greateft  drought,  when  no  water  is  near  it. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  mainland,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  weft  of  the  houfe 
of  Skael,  on  the  top  of  high  rocks,  there  is  fomething  like  a  ftreet,  near  to  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  in  length,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  breadth,  all  laid  with  ftones  of 
different  figures  and  magnitudes,  of  a  reddifti  colour :  fome  of  which  ftones  bear  the 
image  and  repreferitation  of  a  heirt,  others  of  a  crown,  others  of  a  (hoe,  a  leg,  a  Uft, 
a  weaver's  ftmttle,  &c.  And  that  which  renders  it  yet  the  more  ftrange  is,  when  thefe 
ftones  are  raifed  many  of  them  have  the  fame  figure  and  ftiape  below  on  the  one  fide, 
that  they  have  above  on  the  other  j  which  ftreet  all  beholders  look  on  as  very  wonder, 
ful.  I  faw  a  part  of  the  garden  wall  of  the  houfe  of  Skael,  decored  in  the  forepart 
thereof  with  thefe  ftones,  we  intended  to  have  fent  a  parcel  of  them  fouih  to  our  friends 
as  a  rarity,  if  they  had  not  been  forgot  at  our  return  from  Zetland.  'Whether  thefe- 
ftones  be  fo  laid  and  figured  by  art  or  by  nature  will  be  hard  to  determine.  For  there 
is  no  houfe  nigh  to  this  ftVeet,  neither  are  the  ruins  of  any  which  formerly  have  been 
there  to  be  feen.  So  puzzling  are  the  works  of  God  to  the  moft  ingenious  and  accurate 
obfervers  of  Providence. 

At  the  loch  of  Stennis  in  the  mainland,  in  that  part  thereof  where  the  loch  is  nar- 
roweft,  both  on  the  wed  and  eaft  fide  of  the  loch,  there  is  a  ditch,  within  which  there 


y  Google 


ZBTIAHD,   PiaBTLANO>PIft.TH,   AND   CAITHNESS.  ^^p 

is  a  circle  of  large  and  high  Jlones  ere&ed :  the  larger  round  is  on  the  weft  fide, 
above  one  hundred  paces  diameter ;  the  Hones,  fet  about  in  form  of  a  circle  witliin  a 
large  ditch,  are  not  all  of  a  like  quantity  and  lize,  though  fome  of  them,  I  tiiink,  are 
upwards  of  twenty  feet  high  above  ground,  lour  or  five  feet  broad,  and  a  foot  or  two 
thick,  fome  of  which  ftones  are  fallen,  but  many  of  them  are  yet  Handing,  between 
which  there  is  not  an  equal  diftance,  but  many  of  them  are  about  ten  or  twelve  feet 
diftant  from  each  other.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  loch  over  which  we  pafs  by  a  bridge 
laid  with  ftones  after  the  manner  of  a  ftreet,  the  loch  there  being  fhallow,  arc  two 
ftones  ftanding  of  a  like  bignefs  wiih  the  reft,  whereof  one  hath  a  round  hole  iq  the 
midft  of  it,  at  a  little  diftance  from  which  ftones  there  is  another  ditch,  about  haifa 
mile  from  the  former,  but  of  a  far  lefs  circumference,  within  which  alfo  th(ye  are  fome 
flones  ftanding,  fomething  bigger  than  the  other  ftones  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  loch, 
in  form  of  a  femicircle,  1  thiflk,  rather  than  of  a  circle,  opening  to  the  eaft,  for  I  fee 
no  ftones  that  have  fallen  there  fave  one,  which  when  ftanding  did  complete  but  the 
femicircle.  Both  at  the  eaft  and  weft  end  of  the  bigger  round,  are  two  green  mounts, 
which  appear  to  be  artificial ;  in  one  of  which  mounts  were  found,  faith  Mr.  Wallace, 
Ton&fibuia  of  filver,  round,  but  opening  in  one  place  like  to  a  horfe-fhoe. 

It  is  moft  probably  thought  that  thefe  were  the  high-places  in  times  of  pagan  idola. 
try,  whereon  facrifices  were  offered,  and  that  the  two  artificial  mounts  of  earth  ferved 
for  the  faiAe  purpofe,  or  were  the  places  where  the  alhes  of  the  facrifices  were  caft,  as 
fome  will  have  it.  Boethius,  in  the  life  of  Mainus  King  of  Scots,  obferveth,  that  the 
people  called  thefe  huge  ftones  drawn  together  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  the  ancient 
temple  of  the  gods :  Ut  populus  ad  rcligionem  moverentur^ prifc'u  facrh  novas  qua/dam  et 
folertnes  ceremonias  fuperadd'idit  ( Rex  nimirum  Mainus  J  diis  immortalibus  peragendas^  ut 
immenjts  /axis  variis  in  regionum  locis  (ut  res  expofcebat)  in  coronidem  admotis,  eorumque 
maximo  ad  meridiem  porredo^  cujus  pro  araforct  ufus  :  vidima  ibi  diis  immortalibus  facri' 
ficium  cremarenlur.  Extant  in  reifidem,  vel  hoc  nojlro  tsvo  ingentia  eafaxa  dtida  in  circos. 
frifca  deorum  pbana  •uulgus  appeilat.  Many  of  the  country  do  fay,  that  in  the  larger 
round  the  fun,  and  in  the  leffer  the  moon,  was  worihipped  by  the  old  pagan  inhabitants 
of  thefe  ifles. 

And  indeed  to  build  their  altars  of  earth  or  unpoliflied  ftones  feems  to  have  been 
the  cuftom  of  ancient  times,  and  even  of  the  firft  ages  of  the  Roman  empire,  as  the 
learned  Spencer  endeavours  to  prove  from  Tertultian,  Etfi  a  Numa  concepta  eji  curioji- 
iasfuperjlii'uifa^  nandum  tamen aut ftmulacris  out  iempUs ret  divina  apud Romanoscon/iabat, 
Frugi  religie  et  paupercs  ritus  et  nulla  capitolia  certantia  ccelo  ;  Jed  temeraria  de  cejhite  al- 
taria,  et  vaja  adhuc  Samia,  et  nidor  ex  iliisy  et  Deus  ipfe  nufquam.  And  further  con- 
firming the  fame  from  Cluverius  writing  of  the  German  antiquities.  And  concludes 
with  giving  the  reafon  why  the  Gentiles  of  old  were  fo  taken  with  rude,  undigefted, 
artlefs  and  unpohfhed  altars  and  places  of  worftup,  becaufe  they  judged  them  more 
holy  and  more  acceptable  to  the  Gods :  Gentes  antiqua,  faith  he,  natura  vel  tradittone 
doda-i  naturalia  omnia  rudia  licet  et  impolita,  fan£iiora  et  diis  fias  graiier<\,credideruntt 
And  here  in  thefe  monuments  nothing  like  art  or  form :  the  ftones  are  not  po- 
lilhed  nor  all  of  a  like  thickncfs,  height  or  breadth,  nor  of  an  equal  diftance  from 
each  other. 

In  the  ifte  of  Sanda  there  is  a  chapel  called  the  chapel  of  Clet,  wherein  there  is  a 
grave  nineteen  feet  long,  which  when  opened  fome  years  ago,  there  was  nothing  found 
in  it  fave  the  piece  of  a  baok-bone  of  a  man,  greater  than  the  back-bone  of  any  horfe. 
This  the  minifter  of  the  place  declared  unto  me,  who  faw  the  grave  opened,  and  mca- 
fured  it  from  the  head  to  the  foot  ftone  thereof,  who  alfo  for  fome  time  had  the  bone 
S»  2  in 
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in  his  cuftod/.  The  vulgar  tradition  is  that  there  was  a  giant  there,  who  was  <^  To 
tall  a  (lature  that  he  could  have  ftood  upon  the  ground  and  put  the  copftone  upon  the 
cbapel,  which  no  man  now  living  by  iar  could  do. 

There  are  alfo  bones  found  in  Weftra  between  Tukey  and  the  Weft  Church,  as  great 
as  horfe  bones,  as  the  minifter  of  Weftra  informed  me.  And  fome  there  have  been 
lately  of  a  gigantic  ftature  in  thefe  ides  :  as  that  man  who  died  not  long  fince,  whom 
for  his  height  they  commonly  call  the  Meikle  Man  of  Waes. 

Through  this  country  we  find  feveral  obeliiks,  or  very  high  and  great  ftones  fet  up, 
as  one  hi  the  ifle  of  Eda,  another  on  the  mainland  within  a  mile  of  Birfa,  &c.  tbey 
Appear  to  be  mucb  worn,  by  the  walhing  of  wind  and  rain,  which  Ihews  they  are  crf'a 
long  (landing,  and  it  is  very  (trange  to  think  how  in  thefe  places  and  times  they  goc 
fuch  large  ftones  carried  and  ere3ed.  MirabileprofeS^quifquu  ea ffe£laverit  qua  arU 
quibus  corporis  viribus  lapides  tania  mole  in  unum  locum  fuerint  congejii.  The  reafon  and 
end  of  their  fetting  up  cannot  be  certainly  known;  however  we  may  conjecture,  that 
probably  it  was  in  remembrance  of  fome  famous  battle,  or  hath  been  the  ancient  fu- 
neral monuments  of  fome  renowned  perfons,  who  have  fallen  in  battle  or  been  buried 
there.  Several  of  which  flones  and  monuments  are  to  be  feen  in  many  places  through 
Scotland,  and  in  Norway  they  are  very  common,  as  our  travellers  who  have  feea 
them  inform  me.-  And  it  is  like  thefe  ftones  have  been  fet  up  by  the  Norwe^ans,  when 
they  poffefled  this  country. 

In  Scapha  about  a  mile  from  Kirkwall  to  fouth-weft  it  is  fatd  there  was  kept  a  large 
and  ancient  cup,  which  they  fay  belonged  to  St.  Magnus  King  of  Norway,  who  firft  in- 
Arufled  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ana  founded  the  church  of 
Kirkwall,  with  which  full  of  fome  ftrong  drink  their  biftiops  at  their  firft  landing  were 
prefented  ;  which,  if  he  drank  out,  they  highly  praifed  him,  and  made  themfelves  to- 
believe,  that  (hey  (hould  have  many  and  fruitful  years  in  his  time.  This  Buchanan 
relates,  and  as  Mr.  AVallace  obferveth,  is  ftill  believed  there,  and  talked  of  as  a  truth. 
Scypbum  habent  antiquum,  faith  Buchanan,  quern  divi  Magni^  qui  primut  ad  los  Cbrijii 
do^rinam  attuUt^fuiJe  pradicant  ;  is  cum  ita  fuperet  comntunium  poeulorum  ampHUuUnem, 
ut }  Lapitharum  convivio  re/ervatui  videri  poffit,  eofuos  epifctpos  initio  ad  fe  adventantes 
tKplerani :  qui  plenum  una  haujiu  ebiberit  Cquod  admodum  raro  evenitj  miris  eum  laudibus 
profequuntur^  atque  bine  velut  late  auguriojequentium  annorum  proventum  animis  pracipiunt. 
The  country  to  this  day  have  the  tradition  of  this,  but  we  did  not  fee  the  cup,  nor 
could  we  learn  where  it  was.  And  indeed  that  which  renders  this  the  more  credible 
is,  that  the  Norwegians  at  prefent,  as  merchants  and  mariners  informs  us,  have  a  cuf- 
torn  like  unto  this,  that  if  any  come  to  pay  them  a  vitit,  efpecially  if  they  be  ftrangers, 
they  ufe  to  prefent  them  with  a  large  cup  full  of  drink,  which  they  take  not  well  if 
their  guells  drink  not  out.  They  fay,  fotne  of  thefe  cups  will  contain  three  mutchiosy 
others  a  pint,  and  fome  a  quart  of  our  meafure. 

The  wind,  and  fea,  in  any  ftorm  beats  moft  tempeftuoufly  and  vehemently  here  t^wa 
the  rocks:  a  little  to  the  weft  ofKerdon  in  the  mainland,  there  is  a  rock  called  the  Black 
Craig  of  Stromnefs,  about  feventy  fathom  high  ;  upon  which  in  a  ftorm  the  fea  from  the 
Deocaledoniao  ocean  doth  beat  with  fuch  violence  and  force,  that  the  waves,  breaking 
thereupon,  caufe  the  water  to  rife  to  the  top  of  the  rock  like  fnow,  and  fly  like  a  white 
fiieet  before  the  wind,  blafting  the  corns  for  three  or  four  miles  behind  the  rock,  if  it 
{all  out  In,  or  a  little  before  harveft ;  and  this  it  doth  likewife  in  feveral  other  places  of  the 
country,  as  fome  gentlemen,  who  knew  it  to  their  experience,  did  declare.  Yea  fo  great 
is  the  violence  of  thefe  tempeftuous  feas,  that  thereby  fome  great  flones  are  caft  out  and 
others  are  worn,  fo  that  large  caves  in  fome  places  run  from  the  fea  within  the  rock, 
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beneath  the  ground  for  fome  confiderable  vay,  I  faw  one  of  thefe  at  the  eafl  end  of  the 
mainland  in  the  pariJh  of  Holm,  it  is  all  covered  above  with  the  rock  and  eanh,  faVd 
that  within  thefe  few  years  fome  of  the  rock  and  earth  fell  in,  or  was  blown  up  (as  the/ 
call  it)  in  one  night,  by  a  violent  ftorm  blowing  from  fouth-eaft ;  hence  now  there  is  a  hole 
in  the  hill  above,  like  the  eye  of  a  coal-pit,  which  is  terrible  to  look  down  into :  there  is 
another,  fomething  like  this  in  South- Ronaldfha.  In  thefe  caves,  doves  and  fea  fowls  ia 
great  numbers  ufe  to  neftie. 

Several  ftrange  fifties  are  here  taken,  or  call  aftiore  fometimes,  which  are,  they  fay,  very- 
beautiful  to  look  upon,  but  we  never  had  occafion  to  fee  any  of  them.  There  are  like- 
wife  a  great  number  of  little  whales,  which  fwim  through  thefe  ifles,  which  they  call 
fpout-whales  or  pellacks,  fome  of  which  I  have  feen  ;  and  they  tell  us  it  is  dangeroua 
for  boats  to  fall  among  them,  led  they  be  overturned  by  them  :  the  former  year  anne 
1699,  there  was  thirteen  of  thefe  whales  driven  on  fhore  rpon  Gairfay's  Land,  and 
eleven  upon  Egleflia's,  about  one  time,  as  the  gentlemen  themfelves  did  inform  me,  of 
which  oil  is  made,  very  beneficial  to  the  maflers  of  the  ground.  The  otters  alfo,  feals  or 
felchs,  and  other  fuch  fea-creatures  are  very  numerous,  but  now  their  number  is  fo  mucli 
diminiftied,  that  not  one  of  twenty  is  to  be  feen,  and  they  have  found  fevera!  of  them 
lying  dead  upon  the  fliore  ;  fome  hence  obferving  that  the  judgments  of  God,  as  to  fear*  ' 
city  of  fuitable  provifions  to  Ihefe  creatures,  are  upon  the  waters  alfo. 

The  tides  here  are  fo  rapid  that  they  will  carry  a  (hip  along  with  them,  though  the  wind 
be  contrary,  if  not  very  ftrong,  and  in  going  among  thefe  ifies  fearce  are  ihey  out  of  one 
tide  when  they  are  engaged  in  another ;  and  in  going  from  place  to  place  they  will  find 
fometimes  the  fame  flood  for  them,  and  at  other  times  againfl  them,  and  fo  with  the  ebbj 
efpecially  there  are  fome  impetuous  tides  which  they  call  rouds,  caufed  by  the  ftrong 
current  of  a  tide  meeting  with  a  narrow  pafla^e  ;  the  quicknefs  and  rapidity  of  the  tide, 
conipenfmg  the  narrownefs  of  the  palfage,  as  it  is  in  lanes,  which  (traitens  the  blowing 
wind,  and  makes  the  wind  to  blow  fo  much  the  harder,  in  a  propwrtion  to  the  preflure 
it  fuffers  by  the  ftraiis  of  the  lane;  fo  may  we  reafon  concerning  the  roulis  which  run 
among  the  ifles.  1  have  feen  fome  of  thefe  rouds  boil  like  unto  a  feething  pot,  with 
their  high,  white,  and  broken  waves  in  a  calm  fummer  day,  when  there  was  no  wind 
blowing.  At  one  time  failing  by  the  fide  of  Laflia  Rouft  between  Sanda  and  the  Calf" 
of  Eda,  the  rouft  getting  fome  hold  of  us,  turned  about  the  head  of  our  boat  very  quick- 
ly, and  though  there  were  four  able  young  men  rowing,  befide  the  help  we  had  by  t-he 
fail,  we  could  not  without  great  difficulty  make  our  way  through  it :  they  tell  us,  that  if 
the  greateft  fliip  in  Britain  fell  into  this  rouft,  where  it  is  ftrongeft,  it  would  turn  her  a- 
boutat  pleafure,  and  detain  her  till  the  tide  fell  weak,  even  though  die  had  a  right  fa- - 
vourable  gale.  Thefe  rouds  are  more  dangerous  in  an  ebb  than  in  a  flood,  the  ebb  being-, 
obferved  ftill,  eateris  paribus ^  to  make  the  fouleft  and  moft  tempeftuous  fea,  and  efpe- 
cially they  will  foam  and  rage,  if  the  tide  be  running  in  the  winds  eye :  and  when  there 
is  any  ftorm,  they  will  caufe  any  flifp  orboattoftand  on  end  and  beready  tofink  her  in 
the  fall.  Several  of  which  roufts  we  had  occafion  to  meet  with,  but  -the  Lord  brought 
us  fafe  through. 

Though  the  general  current  of  the  tide  be  dill  the  fame,  from  weft  to  eaft  in  a  ftbod,  and  ~ 
from  ead  to  welt  in  an  ebb  yet  running  with  violence  upion  the  land,  they  caufe  a  contrary 
motion  in  the  fea  next  to  it,  which  they  call  Eafter  or  Welter  Birth,  according  to  its  courfe. 
And  there  are  fome  things  which  have  been  obferved  as  very  ftrange  in  the  running  of  the 
tides,  as  that  it  flows  two  hours  fooner  on  the  weft  fide  of  Sanda  than  it  doth  on  the  eaft  : 
and  at  Hammonefs  in  the  fame  ifle,  both  ebb  and  Sood  runs  one  way  except  at  the  begin- 
nii^  of  a  quick  ftream,  when  for  two  or  three  hours  the  flood  runs  fouth ;  in  North- 
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^aira  the  fea  ebbs  nine  hours,  and  flows  but  three,  but  the  reafons  of  thefe  phenomena 
will  not  be  fo  intricate  or  hard  to  refotve,  if  we  confider  the  fituarion  of  thefe  ifles,  where 
the  tide  feems  to  alter  his  courfe  ;  for  the  flood  coming  from  the  weft  to  the  weft:  fide  of 
Sanda,  it  takes  fome  time  before  it  can  get  about  the  points  of  the  ifle  to  the  fouch  fide 
thereof ;  fo  in  North  Faira,  the  fea  is  more  open  whence  the  flood  cometh,  but  the  ebb 
runeth  through  feveral  ifles,  turning  many  points  of  land  before  it  come  to  North  Faira, 
which  cannot  but  retard  its  motion :  fo  at  Hammonefs  in  Sanda,  the  fituation  of  the  place 
tmlch  determiueth  the  running  of  the  tide. 

The  rapid  motion  of  thefe  tides  among  the  ifles,  and  th«r  meeting  with  one  anotho- 
makes  it  very  dangerous,  and  fometimes  more  efpecially  in  a  calm,  fo  a  minifter  there 
told  us,  that  he  was  never  nearer  death  in  his  life  than  in  a  dead  calm  when  nigh  to 
Weftra,  for  they  faw  the  fea  coming,  which  they  iht^ught  would  fwallow  them  up,  and 
there  being  no  wind  they  could  not  get  out  of  the  way,  but  God  fo  crderedlt  in  his  wife 
providence,  that  the  fea  or  fwell  of  the  fea  which  they  feared  broke  on  the  fore-part  of 
the  boat,  and  fo  they  efcaped. 

There  are  frequently  Finmen  feen  here  upon  the  coafts',  as  one  about  a  year  ago  on 
Stronfe,  and  another  within  thefe  few  months  on  Weftraj  a  gentleman  with  many 
■others  in  the  iile  looking  on  him  nigh  to  the  fliore,  but  when  any  endeavour  to  appre- 
hend them,  they  flee  away  moft  fwiftly  ;  which  is  very  ftrange,  that  one  man,  fitting  in 
his  little  boat,  ffiould  come  fome  hundred  of  leagues  from  their  own  coads,  as  Uiey 
reckon  Finland  to  be  from  Orkney  j  it  may  be  thought  wonderful  how  they  live  all 
that  time,  and  are  able  to  keep  the  fea  fo  long.  His  boat  is  made  of  feal-fldns,  or  fome 
kind  of  leather,  he  alfo  hath  a  coat  of  leather  upon  him,  and  he  fitteth  in  the  middle  of 
his  boat,  with  a  little  oar  in  his  hand,  Bfliing  with  his  lines :  and  when  in  a  ftorm  he  fees 
the  high  furgeof  a  wave  approachiqg,  he  hath  a  way  of  finking  his  boat,  till  the  wave  pafs 
over,  leart  thereby  he  ftiould  be  overturned.  The  fiOiers  here  obferve  that  thefe  Fin- 
men  or  Finland-men  by  their  coming  drive  away  the  fifties  from  the  coafts.  One  of 
their  boats  is  kept  as  a  rarity  in  the  Phyficians-Hall  at  Edinburgh. 

Oh  the  weft  fide  of  Papa  Weftra,  between  it  and  Weftra,  there  is  an  Holm,  wherdn 
once  there  was  a  little  chapel,  whereof  fome  of  the  fide-walls  are  now  only  ftanding,  .in 
which  they  fay,  there  were  feven  fifters  buried,  who  were  nuns,  anddefired  to  lie  in  this 
holm,  about  whofe  graves  this  chapel  was  built :  about  a  year  ago,  there  were  feea 
feveral  times  at  mid-day,  about  twenty  men  walking  on  that  holm,  among  whom  there 
was  one  higher  and  greater  than  the  reft,  who  fometimes  ftood  and  looked  unto  the 
chapel,  this  my  informer  with  a  hundred  people  in  the  ifle  of  Papa  faw,  who  could  at- 
teft  the  fame :  after  which  appearance  there  was  a  boat  caft  away  on  that  holm  with 
ibur  men  in  her,  who  were  all  loft. 

In  the  links  of  Tranaby  in  Weftra,  and  of  Skeal  in  the  mainland,  waflied  from  the 
weft  by  the  Deucaledonian  Ocean,  fome  places  are  difcovered  when  the  fea  waflieth 
away  the  fand,  which  ftews  that  fuch  places  have  been  cemeteries  or  burying  places  for 
then:  dead  of  old,  of  a  fquare  figure,  and  the  ftones  are  joined  together  by  fome  cement, 
when  opened  earth  and  fometimes  bones  are  found  in'  them  ;  the  reafon  fome  do  give  of 
this  is  becaufe  the  way  of  interring  dead  bodies 'among  many  of  the  ancients,  (as  among 
(he  Saxons  in  the  ifle  of  Britain)  was  not  in  deep  graves,  but  under  cltxls  or  turfs  of 
earth  made  into  hillocks.  But  none  of  thefe  we  had  oceafion  to  fee.  Concerning  that 
rock  called  Lefs,  lurrounded  with  the  fea,  nigh  to  the  Noup-head  in  Weftra,  upon 
which  fome  fay,  if  any  man  go,  having  iron  on  bim,  the  fea  will  inftantly  rage,  fo  that  no 
boat  can  come  nigh  to  take  him  ofl^,  nor  the  fea  be  fettled  till  the  piece  of  iron  lie  caft 
into  it ;  when  in  Weftra  we  enquired  about  it,  but  found  no  ground  for  the  truth 
thereof 
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Mr.  Wallace  narrates  a  remarkable  providence,  which  the  miniAers  here  confirmed  to 
us  as  a  truth ;  concerning  four  men  in  Stronfa  who  ufed  to  fllh  together  in  one  boat, 
among  whom  there  was  one  John  Smith  whofe  wife  being  defirous  he  ihould  intermit 
his  fifhing  for  a  time,  he  having  purcbafed  a  great  plenty  of  6fh,  which  he  not  being  fo 
willing  to  do,  on  a  day  flie  rifmg  before  him  Hopped  the  windows,  and  other  places  in 
the  houfe,  whereby  light  was  let  in,  and  fo  went  to  the  fields  ;  the  other  three  men  after 
their  ufual  manner  went  to  fea,  whofe  boat  fhe  faw  overturned  and  themfelves  perifli  ; 
upon  which  flie  returned  home  to  her  hufljand  :  and  no  doubt  would  have  given  the  fad 
news  of  his  neighbours  periihing,  not  without  joy  congratulating,  that  he  was  not  this 
day  in  company  with  them :  but  upon  her  coming  into  her  houfe  flie  had  yet  a  more 
melancholy  fight ;  her  hufliand  lying  dead,  choaked  in  that  vefiel,  wherein  they  ufed  to 
make  urine. 

An  honelt  man  in  Orkney  told  me  that  fome  years  ago,  when  he  was  coming  hom« 
with  timber  and  fome  other  things  in  his  boat,  from  Iimemefs,  and  was  almofl  the  length 
oftheifle  of  Eda,  wherehe  lived,  the  boat  turned  and  lay  upon  her  fide,  but  the  fails 
being  fpread  in  the  water  hindered  the  mall  10  go  down,  and  her  altogether  to  overturn 
much  of  what  they  had  in.  went  to  the  fea,  and  he  with  the  other  feamen  in  company  fat 
upon  the  fide  of  the  boat,  and  were  fo  for  fome  hours  toffed  up  and  down,  whither  the 
tide  did  drive  them,  they  in  the  mean  time  comforting  and  refrelhing  one  another  with 
places  of  fcripture  and  notes  of  fermons,  which  lately  they  had  heard,  and  fomedmes  put-- 
ting  up  earaeft  prayers  to  God  whom  the  wind  and  feas  do  obey  ;  at  length  God  not  turn- 
ing away  his  mercy  from  them,  nor  their  prayer  from  him,  gracioufly  gave  ear  unto  their 
cry,  and  brought  them  all  fafe  afhore  together  with  the  boat  on  the  weH:  fide  of  Sanda, 
much  of  the  timber  and  what  they  had  in  being  driven  afhore  to  the  very  place  before 
them.  A  great  mercy  when  not  only  they,  but  their  boat,  and  mofl  of  their  leadening,., 
were  faved.  Some  of^  thofe  men  whom  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  do  judge  godly,  can- 
not fpeak  of  this  delivaraoce  but  with  great  concemednefs  and  affeftion,  which  makes 
me  to  think  this  meity  not  to  have  been  caft  of  common  providence,  but  a  gracious  re- 
turn of  their  prayer. 

The  efte£ts  of  thunder  in  this  country  afe  very  furprifing  ;  1670  the  fteeple  of  Kirk- 
wait  was  burnt  with  lightening :  and  anno  1680,  there  was  a  gentleman  in  Stromnefs  in^ 
the  wed  end  of  the  mainland  had  a  flail,  wherein  there  were  twelve  kine,  the  thunder 
killed  every  other  one,  killing  ofie  and  palling  another,  fo  that  there  were  fix  kilted,  and' 
iix  alive ;  this  the  miniflers  confirmed  as  a  certain  truth  to  their  knowledge. 

There  was  a  man  ihat  died  not  many  years  ago,  who  when  a  ctiild  tieing  left  in  thft- 
field,  (the  mother,  as  fome  fay,  (hearing  at  a  tittle  diflance  from  him)  was  taken  up  by 
an  eagle,  and  carried  from  the  parifh  of  Orphir,  in  the  mainland,  totheifleofWaesover 
three  or  four  miles  of  fea,  but  in  God's  good  providence,  the  eagle  being  quickly  pur- 
iited  to  his  ned  whither  the  child  was  taken,  he  was  recovered  without  any  hurt. 

It  was  obferved  that  in  thefe  llles  before  the  late  dearth,  there  were  fevenu  ftrange  birds 
feen,  fuch  as  they  have  not  Teen  formerly  nor  fince.  One  of  the  miniflers  told  me,  tJiat 
one  bird  frequented  his  houfe  about  that  time  for  a  quarter  of  a  year,  which  was  of  a. 
black,  white,  red  and  green  colour:  as  alfo  he  faw  another,  airftriped  or  fprainged  on. 
the  back,  which  birds  were  beautiful  to  t>ehold. 

There  was  a  monfler  about  feven  years  ago  bom  of  one  Helen  Thomfon  fpoufe  to 
David  Martin,  weaver,  in  North  Ronalflia,  having  his  neck  tietween  bead  and  fnoiUders 
a  quarter  and  an  half  of  a  yard  long,  with  a  face,  nofe,  eyes,  mouth,  &c.  to  the  back, 
as  "well  as  before,  fo  that  it  was  two  faced,  which  monfler,  came  living  into  the 
world :  this  the  minifter  declared  unto  us  having  takea  the  aueflation  of  the  women  > 
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prefent  at  the  birth,  he  not  being  on  the  place  at  the  time :  and  it  is  faid  that  a  certain 
woman  fhould  have  wiftied  this  upon  the  mother,  whom  flie  aUsdp;ed  had  lyed  upon  her, 
in  her  wrath  wifhing,  that  if  {he  fpoke  a  lie  flie  might  bring  forth  a  monfter,  which  ac- 
cordingly came  to  pafs  in  God's  holy  and  wife  providence. 

Some  fay  there  are  feveral  mines  of  (liver,  tin,  lead,  &c.  Alfo  fome  veins  of  marble 
and  alabafler;  Buchanan  commends  this  country  ,for  white  and  black  lead,  of  which 
there  is  to  be  had  as  good  as  in  Britain.  Sex  diverjis  in  hcii  hiijus  tTifula,  metalls  ftat 
flumbti  albl  and  nigri  lam  probi  quam  usquam  in  Britannia  reperiatur.  As  alfo  feveral 
of  fine  (hells  to  be  found  on  the  fhore  and  rocks,  but  we  had  occaflon  to  fee  none  of 
them,  fave  fome  df  thefe  nuts,  whereof  tliey  make  fnuff-boxes. 

Chap.  V. — Some  Heathenijh  and  Popijh  Rites,  Charms^  t^c.  yet  remaining  in  the  Orkney 
Iflesy  are  glanced  at. 

BEFORE  that  I  bring  to  a  clofe  my  dircourfe  concerning  Orkney,  I  (hall  givean  ac- 
count of  fome  cudoms  yet  prevailing  among  them,  which  can  beconftrutted  to  be  no- 
thing elfe  fave  the  four  dregs  of  Pagan  and  Popifti  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  yea  and 
many  of  them  fuch  as  the  charms  praflifed  by  them  to  be  the  mere  and  woeful  effects  of 
pure  devilry,  and  not  the  produS  of  nature's  operation. 

But  lead  I  fhould  be  millaken  I  jddgeit  not  amifs  to  premife,  that  not  all  nay  nor  the 
generality  of  Orkney  are  hereby  impeached  as  guilty  of  thefe  evils,  for  I  know  there  are 
many  judicious  and  wife  men,  and  I  hope  fome  real  chriftians  among  them,  who  abhor 
and  deted  fuch  things  as  much  as  any,  but  hereby  fome  foolilh  and  filly  ones  are  intend- 
ed, whom,  deceiving  andbektg  deceived,  fatan  leadeth  captive  at  his  will ;  nor  yet  that 
all  the  ifles  are  aKke  lying  und«"  the  charge,  for  there  are  fome  of  them,  wbofe  inhabi- 
tants are  generally  more  moral  and  difcreet :  neither  is  it  altedged,  that  fuch  finfut  and 
corrupt  cuftoms  prevail  as  much  now  as  formerly,  for  they  are  much  away  by  what 
thqf  were,  and  <hat  even  of  late :  nor  is  it  denied  bat  that  honeft  and  ftuihful  minifiers 
will  labour  to  have  them  abolilhed  every  where,  feeing  alas!  there  is  mnch  horrid 
wickednefs  and  manifefl  devilry  too  with  us  in  the  fouth,  as  well  as  with  them  in  the 
.north,  fo  that  no  part  of  the  kingdom  can  plead,  not  guilty. 

But  my  principal  fcope  and  defign  is  to  manifefl:  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  to  fliew^ 
how  bufy  the  god  of  this  world  is  in  deluding  and  blinding  poor  fouls,  and  how  read/ 
we  arc  to  be  his  drudges  and  (laves ;  that  fo  thefe  things,  beingwifely  and  ferioufly  con- 
■fjdered,all  may  be  induced  to  make  a  Chri(Kan  improvement  thereof,  both  with  refped 
to  themfeives  and  others,  whom  they  are  called  to  pity  and  pray  for,  "  if  peradvenlure 
God  will  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth,  that  they  may  be  re- 
covered out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil ;"  and  more  efpecially  that  the  general  alTemblies, 
and  other  judicatories  of  this  church  as  they  are  called,  may  be  pleafed  to  continuethrir 
fatherly  care  over  thefe  northern  ifles,  that  though  they  be  remote  from  them  as  to  fitu- 
ation,  yet  they  may  be  near  unto  them  as  to  a  warm  and  kindly  affeSion,  which  our 
church  hath  not  been  wanting  inhith'-'^o. 

And  firft  we  would  take  notice,  thpr  yte  old  maxim  *'  Ignorance  is  the  mother  of 
devotion,"  fo  much  cried  up  by  the  Papifts  and  their  judicially  blinded  clergy,  is  fo  far 
from  being-  the  mother  of  devotion,  that  it  is  both  the  mother  and  nurfe  of  the  mod 
damnable  errors.  Superftitions  and  delufions,  as  thefe  iHes  know  to  their  iiad  exper- 
ience ;  for  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion  doth  greatly  prev^l  among 
the  commonalty,  fo  that  as  one  of  their  minifiers,  not  without  fome  concern  and  grief 
£)r  the  iame,  told  me^  not  one  of  a  hundred  in  fome  of  their  pari(hes  can  read.    How 
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this  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  people  (hould  be  fo  grolsly  igaorant  I  fliall  not  undertake  t» 
determine,  it  is  commonly  imputed  to  their  want  of  fchools,  through  the  country,  which 
Indeed  }  will  not  fay,  but  is  one  great  caufe  thereof,  and  therefore  that  this  fo  very 
dreadful  an  evil  may  be  effeftually  remedied,  care  fliould  be  taken  by  all  concerned,  that 
fchools'  be  ere^cd  In  every  parifh,  and  a  competent  falary  provided  for  the  maker's 
maintenance  and  encouragement ;  and  that  alfo  in  every  ifle  where  there  is  any  number 
of  inhabitants,  fome-perfon  fliould  be  appointed  for  the  inftruQion  and  education  of 
their  children ;  and  until  that  fuch  a  courTe  be  taken,  the  people  generally  will  be  igno- 
rant ftill,  and  the  minifters  as  to  the  preaching  part,  may  complain  in  the  words  of  the 
prophet,  •'  Whom'  fhall  we  teach  Tcnowledge  ?  and  whom  ftiall  we  make  to  underftand 
do&rine  ?  them  that  are  weaned  ^om  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  the  breaCls."  For  it 
is  much  about  one  to  preach  to  auditors  befotted  with  ftupidity  and  ignorance,  as  it  is 
to  give  exhortation  unto  ^abes,  therefore  it  is  that  our  church  in  hsr  affembiies  hath  fo 
frequently  and  ferioufly  preQed  the  learning  of  children  to  read,  and  the  providing  of 
fehools  for  that  end,  paftors  to  be  diligent  in  that  initiating  and  neceffary  work  of  exami- 
nation and  preaching  catechetic  doflrines,  and  th6  concurrence  of  parents  with  both  la 
laying  out  themfelves  for  the  inflru£Mon  of  their  children,  as  well  bytftemfelves  as  by 
others  ;  gotUy  minifters  well  knowing  that  the  fuccefs  of  ordinances  and  edification  of 
dieir  people,  dependeth  much  thereupon,  as  the  means  which  the  Lord  ufeth  to  blelk 
for  the  brining  in  of  his  eleft ;  knowledge  being  fo  neceifary  to  the  being  of  faith, 
that  the  latter  is  fometimes  expreffed  by  the  name  of  the  former. 

And  leeing  they  retain  not  God  in  their  knowledge,  it  is  no  wonder  they  be  given  over  to 
a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  things  which  are  not  convenient ;  no  wonder  they  frequent  theif 
c4d  chapels  for  fuperflitioua  ends,  of  which  the  corrupt  and  purblind  reafon  of  man  hath 
been  always  very  fond  :  no  vonder  that  being  in  the  dark  without  the  lanthorn  of  the 
knowledge  offcripture  rerelatloQ,  they  miftake  their  way,  and  by  the  ufmg  of  charms 
and  confulting  of  charmers,  they  *'  run  to  Beelzebub,  inftead  of  having  recourfe  to  the 
God  of  Ifrael."  Which  ignorance  to  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  evits,  *ill  appear  the  more 
evidently,  if  we  confider,  that  in  thefe  ifles,  where  there  is  a  greater  meafure  of  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  there  is  not  fuch  a  following  of  thefe  horrid  and  hellifli  practices. 

There  are  feveral  old  chapels  in  thefe  ides,  which  the  people  refort  unto,  but  that 
which  I  heard  of,  as  moft  famous  is  St.  Tredwel  s  chapel  in  Papa-Weftra,  which  they  have 
fuch  a  veneration  for,  that  they  wilt  come  from  other  iiles  in  confiderable  numbers  to 
it ;  fome  of  us  having  occaflon  to  be  on  that  ifle,  we  faw  this  chapel,  fttuated  on  a  fmall 
low  rock,  mthin  a  loch  commonly  called  St.  Tredwel's  Loch,  to  which  we  palTed  by  (tep« 
ing  Hones  ;  before  this  chapel  door  there  was  a  heap  of  fmall  ftones,  into  which  the  fu- 
perftitious  people  when  they  come  do  cafl:  a  fmatl  (tone  or  two  for  their  offering,  and 
fome  will  caft  in  money ;  the  chapel  hath  been  but  little,  and  is  no*  ruinous,  only  fome 
of  the  walls  are  Handing,  which  the  people  are  fo  far  from  fuffering  to  be  demolilhed, 
that  they  labour  to  keep  them  up,  and  though  the  proprietor  of  the  ground  hath  fom^ 
*ay  inclofed  it,  yet  this  proves  not  effeSual  to  prevent  the  frequenting  thereof.  At  the 
north-eail  fide  of  the  loch,  nigh  to  the  chapel,  there  is  a  higli  ftone  {landing,  behind 
which  (here  is  another  ftone  lyiffg  hoflowedl  in  ihi  form  of  a  ntenger,  and  nigh  to  this 
there  is  another  high  ftone  ftamding  w?ih  a  rcftind  hole  through  it,  for  what  ufe  thefe 
ilones  ferved,.  we  coakt  iWt  leafti  j  whether  for  binding  the  horfes  of  fuch  to  them  ai 
camieto  the  chapel,  aiid  giving  fliem  meat  in  thehoHo*  ftone,  oi"  for  tying  the  facrilice^ 
Co,  as  fome  fay,iB  the  timres  of  Pagan  idolatry,  ismft:ert3in. 

This  St.  TredwePs  Loch,  nigh  to  the  eaft  end  of  \fftich  this  chapel  is,  is  held  by  the  peo- 
ple as  medicinalj  thereupon  many  difeafed  ahif  infirm  pMonis  t^rt  to  it,  fditie  faying  that 
VOL.  ill.  5  E  thereby 
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thereby  they  have  got  good  ;  as  a  certain  gentleman's  fifler  upon  the  ifle,  who  was  not 
able  to  goto  thUloch  without  help,  yet  returned  without  it;  as  likewifea  gentleman  in 
the  country  who  was  much  diftreffed  wiih  fore  eyes,  went  to  this  loch,  and  wafhing  ther« 
became  found  and  whole,  though  he  had  been  at  much  pains  and  expence  to  cure  them 
formerly.  With  both  which  perfons  he  who  was  minifter  of  the  place  for  many  years 
was  well  acquainted,  and  told  us  that  he  faw  them  both  before  and  after  the  cure.  The 
prefent  minifter  of  Weftra  told  me  that  fuch  as  are  able  to  walk,  ufe  to  go  fo  many 
times  about  the  loch  as  they  think  will  perfe£t  the  cure,  before  they  make  any  ufe  of  the 
water,  and  that  without  fpeaking  to  any,  for  they  believe  that  if  they  fpeak  this  will  marr 
the  cure  :  alfo  he  told  that  on  a  certain  morning  not  long  fince  he  went  to  this  loch 
and  found  fix  fo  making  their  circuit,  whom  with  fome  difficulty  he  obliging  to  fpeak, 
faid  to  him  they  came  there  for  their  cure. 

How  it  Cometh  to  pafs  that  this  loch  (hould  accomplilh  the  cure  of  any  I  leave  to 
my  reader  to  judge,  whether  it  be  by  any  medicinal  or  healing  virtue  in  the  water,  which 
I  mcllne  not  to  think,  the  cure  being  focircumftantiated,  or  if  the  force  and  ftrength  of 
the  imagination  of  the  perfons  a£[li£ted  may  have  any  tendency  that  way,  which  fome 
judge  hath  its  own  influence  in  fome  fuch  like  cafes ;  or  rather  by  the  aid  and  affiftance 
of  Satan,  whom  God  in  his  holy  and  wife  providence  may  permit  fo  to  do,  for  the  fur. 
ther  judidal  blinding  and  hardening  of  thefe  who  follow  fuch  unwarrantable  and  ua> 
lawful  courfes,  God  fo  punilhing  them  by  giving  them  up  to  fuch  ftrong  delnfions :  yet 
I  hear,  that  when  they  have  done  all  that  is  ufual  for  them  to  do,  as  going  about  the 
loch,  wafhing  their  bodies  or  any  part  thereof,  leaving  fomething  at  the  loch,  as  old 
cTouts  and  the  hke,  &c.,  it  is  but  in  few  in  whom  the  effecl  of  healing  is  produced.  As 
for  this  loch's  appearing  like  blood  before  any  difafter  befal  the  Royal  Family,  as  fome 
do  report,  we  could  find  no  ground  to  believe  any  fuch  thing. 

Thefe  chapels  the  people  frequent,  as  for  other  ends,  fo  for  prayer,  they  placing  a  kind 
of  merit  therein  when  performed  hi  fuch  places,  and  this  they  obferve  more  than  pri- 
vate retirements  ;  and  if  they  be  under  any  ficknefs,  or  in  any  danger,  as  at  fea,  they 
will  vow  fo  to  do  ;  and  when  they  go  to  the  chapels  to  pay  the  vows  taken  on,  they 
ufed  to  lay  feveral  ftones  one  above  another,  according  to  the  number  of  vows  which 
they  made,  fome  of  which  heaps  we  faw  in  St  Tredwel's  chapel ;  and  none  muft  go 
empty  handed,  but  leave  behind  them  fomething,  either  a  piece  of  money,  or  of  breads 
or  a  ftone,  which  they  judge  will  be  fufficient. 

As  at  all  times,  when  occafion  offers,  they  obferve  thefe  fuperftitioas  praOices,  fo 
efpecially  during  Lent  they  will  not  negleft  their  devotions  in  fuch  places ;  and  on  Eafter 
Sunday  feveral  boats  will  be  feen  going  to  them  from  other  iftes :  and  though  their 
minifters  both  privately  and  publicly  have  fpoken  to  them,  yet  they  camiot  get  then 
to  forbear  and  abandon  thefe  cuftoms.  And  the  minider  of  South-Ronalftia  told  us, 
that  many  of  the  people  in  that  ille,  efpectally  fuch  as  live  at  the  fouth  end  thereof  nigh 
to  the  kirk,  called  Our  Lady's  Kirk,  whereof,  though  now  the  walls  only  be  ftanding 
without  a  roof,  yet  the  very  ftones  thereof  they  reverence,  and  are  not  far  from  ador- 
ing ;  and  fo  tenacious  are  they,  that  when  in  rough  weather  he  hath  procured  the  con- 
veniency  of  a  barn  to  preach  in,  yet  the  people  obliged  him  to  come  to  this  ruinous 
fiibric,  elfe  many  of  theni  would  not  have  heard  :  they  are  now  about  the  putting  of  a 
loof  on  this  church,  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifle  are  not  mclined  to,  judging  other 
places  more  commodious  for  it  to  be  built  in  ;  but  propofals  of  this  Stature  do  not  rclifli. 
with  the  people,  they  being  fo  fuperftitiouily  wedded  to  the  place  of  its  prefent  fituatton : 
whereupon  .the  heads  ot  families  will  rather  by  themlelves  ccntribut'vto  the  repairing  of 
this  old  c'liirch,  tbaa  fuffer  a  new  one  to  be  built  in  any  other  place  of  the  ifle,  chough 
le£s  to  their  coll. 
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In  this  old  fabric  of  Our  Lady's  Church  there  is  a  ftone  lying,  about  four  feet  long, 
and  two  feet  broad,  but  narrower  and  round  at  the  two  ends,  upon  the  furface  of  whicli 
ftone  there  is  the  print  of  two  feet,  concerning  which  (he  fuperftitioiis  people  have  a 
tradition  ihat  St.  Magnus,  when  he  could  not  get  a  boat  on  a  time  to  carry  him  over 
Pi ghtland -Firth,  took  this  ftone  and  fetting  his  feet  thereupon  paffed  the  Firth 
fafclv,  and  left  the  ftoue  in  this  church,  which  hath  continued  here  ever  fince ;  but  as 
I  think,  and  fome  more  judicious  people  do  likewife  fuggeft,  it  haih  been  a  (lone  upon 
which,  under  popery,  the  delinquents  flood  bare-footed  fufTering  penance.  It  is  like- 
when  thus  St.  Magnus  came  over  the  Firth,  it  hath  been  at  that  time,  when  he  was  feen 
riding  thiough  Aberdeen,  giving  the  firft  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Englifli  at  Bau- 
nockbum,  and  afterward  was  feen  going  over  Piglubnd-Firth.  And  indeed  both  are 
alike  deftituie  of  any  fliadow  of  truth,  credible  only  by  thefe  fuperlUtious  and  filly  ones 
whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded. 

Several  of  the  ifles  have  their  faints'  days,  which  fame  do  fuperftitioufly  obferve. 
There  is  one  day  in  harveft  on  which  the  more  ignorant,  efpecially  in  Roufa,  fay,  if  any 
work  the  ridges  will  blood.  The  lark  fome  call  our  Lady's  hen  :  and  fome  fuch  popiih 
dregs  are  to  be  found  :  the  Lord  preferve  this  land  from  popery's  inundation ;  for  as  it 
is  credible  from  what  hath  been  faid,  and  fome  better  acquainted  with  this  country  did 
inform  us,  that  if  popery  get  footing  again  (from  the  fears  of  which  in  the  good  provi- 
dence of  God  we  were  lately  delivered)  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iHes  would 
readily  embrace  it,  and  by  retaining  fome  of  thefe  old  popifli  rites  and  cuftoma  feem  to 
be  in  a  manner  prepared  for  it. 

Next  to  glance  at  their  channs,  which  I  fliaU  briefly  do,  and  not  give  any  account' 
how  they  perform  them,  left  thereby  I  fliould  feem  to  point  out  to  any  how  to  try  the 
experiment  of  this  hellifti  art  and  tremendous  devilry,  which  I  think  I  do  fufficiently 
guard  againft,  not  only  by  barely  reciting  there  are  fuch,  but  alfo  by  proper  precautions 
adduced  in  this  chapter. 

1  hey  have  a  charm  whereby  they  (lop  exceflive  blooding  in  any,  whatever  way  they 
come  by  it,  whether  by  or  without  external  violence.  The  name  of  the  patient  b«ng- 
fent  to  the  charmer,  he  faith  over  fome  words,  (which  I  heard,)  upon  which  the  blood 
inftantly  (loppeth,  though  the  blooding  patient  were  at  the  greateft  diftance  from  the 
charmer :  yea,  upon  the  faying  oFthefe  words,  the  blood  will  ftop  in  the  bleeding  throats 
of  oxen  or  fheep,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  fpectators ;  which  account  we  had  from  the 
minifters  of  the  country. 

There  is  a  charm  likewife  they  make  ufe  of  for  the  tooth-ach,  whereof  I  had  the  fol- 
lowing inftante  from  an  honeft  man  worthy  of  credit.  Some  years  ago  there  was  one 
who  ufed  this  charm,  for  the  abr.ling  the  pain  of  one  living  in  Eda  tormented  therewith, 
and  though  the  aflion  then  was  at  a  diftance^  the  charmer  not  being  prefent  with  the 
patient,  yet  according  to  the  moll  exafl  calculation  of  the  time  when  the  charm  was 
performed  by  the  charmer,  there  fell  a  Hving  worm  out  of  the  patient's  mouth  when  he. 
was  at  fupper :  this  my  informer  knew  to  be  a  truth,  and  the  man  from  whofe  mouth 
it  fell  is  yet  alive  in  the  ifle  of  Sanda.  Whether  this  'worm  was  generated  in  the  cor- 
rupted part,  and  fo  fell  out  by  the  devil's  means  at  the  ufmg  of  the  charm,  or  the  worm 
was  brought  by  an  evil  fpirit  aliunde  to  the  mouth,  and  thence  falling  down,  Ifhall  niM 
determine. 

Alfo  when  the  bAfts,  as  oxen,  fheep,  horfes,  &c.  are  fick,  they  fprinkle  them  with  a 
water  made  up  by  them,  which  they  call  Fore-fpoken-water ;  wherewith  likewife  they 
fprinkle  their  boats  when  they  fucceed  and  profper  not  in  their  filhing;  and  efpecially 
on  Hallow-even,  they  ufe  to  fein  or  fign  their  boats,  and  put  a  crofs  of  tar  upon  them, 
which  my  informer  hath  often  feen.    Their  houfes  alfo  fome  ufe  then  to  fein. 
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They  Have  a  chann  alio  whereby  they  try  if  perfons  be  in  a  decay  or  not,  and  if  they 
wilt  die  thereof,  which  they  call  Cafting  of  the  Heart.  Of  this  the  nnnifter  of  Stroiua 
and  Eda  told  us  he  had  a  very  remarkable  paflage>  in  a  procels  yet  Handing  in  his  fef&on 
records. 

Several  other  charms  alfo  they  have  about  their  marriage,  when  women  in  travail, 
when  their  cow  is  calving,  when  churning  their  milk,  or  when  brewing,  or  when  their 
children  are  fick,  by  taking  them  to  a  fniith  (without  premoniQiing  him)  who  hath  had 
a  fmith  to  his  father  and  a  fmilh  to  his  grand-father.  And  of  feveral  fuch  like  charms, 
we  had  an  account  from  the  niinifters,  as  likewiTe  how  tbefe  charmi  were  performed  i 
but  of  thefe  enough. 

Althoygh  thefe  charms  fomelimes,  yet  not  always  do  they  produce  the  defired  effefts; 
a$  in  the  inltance  of  flaying  of  blood,  one  of  the  charmer's  wives  fell  once  a  bleeding, 
which  he  by  all  bis  art  was  not  able  to  flop ;  whereupon  he  is  faid  thus  to  have  ex- 
prelTed  himfelf ;  "  I  have  flopped  the  bleeding  of  an  hundred,  and  yet  I  cannot  do  it  to 
my  wife.'* 

That  fuch  admirable  effects  upon  the  ufing  of  the  charms  are  produced  by  the  ^eocy 
of  demons,  I  think  few,  if  any,  will  doubt,  God  To  permitting  it  to  be  in  his  holy  and 
wife  providence,  for  the  further  punifhment  and  judicial  blinding  of  thofe  who  follow 
ftich  unlawful  courfes,  and  the  devil  thereby  engaging  his  flaves  more  in  his  fervice :  yet 
not  always  the  eSefts  defired  and  e«pe£ted  do  foUow,  that  all  may  know  the  devil  is  a 
chained  one,  and  can  do  nothing  without  the  permillion  of  a  fovereign  God,  who  is 
Lord  over  all.  *Our  alTemblies,  fenfible  of  the  great  fm  and  evil  that  is  in  ufing  thefe 
charms,  and  confulting  of  charmers,  have  made  feveral  zSts  both  agalnfl  the  one  and 
the  other,  flri£Uy  inhibiting  and  difcl^rging  all  fuch  hellifh  praftices,  and  requiring  all 
miniflers  diligently  to  fee  to  the  obfervance  and  execudon  thereof. 

Evil  fpirits,  alfo  called  fairies,  are  frequently  feen  in  feveral  of  the  ifles  dancing  sgid 
making  merry,  and  fomelimes  feen  in  armour  :  alfo  I  had  an  account  of  the  wild  fenti- 
roents  of  fome  of  the  people  concerning  them  j  but  with  fuch  I  &all  not  detain  my 
reader,  ve  haflening  o^t  voyage  to  Zetland. 


A   DKSCRIPTION   OP   ZETCANO. 

Chap.  VI.— TA*  Country  in  general  defcribed.    The  Soil,  ProduB,  Manners  of  the  People, 
&f .  binied  at. 

ZETLAND  lies  to  the  npijh-eaft  from  Orkney,  between  the  fixtieth  and  fixty-firft 
degree  of  latitude,  there  being  about  twenty  or  twenty^ne  leagues  betwixt  the  Start- 
Head  of  Sanda,  the  northemmoft  point  thereof,  and  Swinburgh-Head,  the  fouthemmoft 
pwnt  of  land  in  Zetland,  over  a  very  rolling  and  fwelling  fea,  wherein  there  conftantly 
runs  the  ftrong  current  of  a  tide,  which  caufing  the  fea  to  rife  with  its  fwelling  waves, 
the  whole  paOage  betwixt  Orkney  and  Zetland  is  hut  as  one  continued  rouft,  or  ftrong 
and  impetuous  tide,  efpecially  about  the  Fair-lfle,  ftill  fuch  a  great  fea  oeth,  even  in  the 
greateil  calm,  that  the  boats  are  like  to  fling  the  mafls  out  of  them ;  and  our  boat- 
mafler  told  us,  that  frequently  when  he  had  been  pafling  the  Fair-lfle  in  a  dead  cabi, 
the  boat  hath  been  fo  tofled  by  the  fwelling  fea,  that  it  would  have  taken  in  water  on 
every  fide:  and  1  have  heard  the.mariners  often  declare,  that  there  is  more  hazard  in 
thefe  feas  than  in  going  to  the  Eaiiem  or  Weflern  Indies.  The  Fair-lfle  (of  which 
more  afterw^rdj  is  reckgoed  to  be  but  dght  leagues  from  ZeUuid«  whereas  it  is  about 
6  twelve 
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twelve  or  thtrteefi  leagues  from  Orkney ;  fo  that  we  Ihall  confider  it  together  with  the 
ifies  belonging  to  Zetland. 

Zetland  confiiVeth  of  more  ifles  than  Orkney,  whereof  fome  are  more,  others  lef^ 
cpnfiderable,  befide  many  holms  ferving  for  pallurage.  The  largeft  of  them  is  that 
which  they  call  the  Mainland,  lixty  nitles  long  from  fouth  or  fouth  and  by  weft,  to 
north  or  north  and  by  eaft :  as  to  breadch  not  all  alike  j  for  thouirh  in  fome  places  it 
be  fjxteeo  miles,  yet  in  others  It  is  fcarce  one  mile  broad,  it  being  fo  interfefted  with 
Toes,  founds,  or  lochs,  that  it  may  be  faiJ  10  confifl  of  a  great  number  of  promontories 
or  branches  of  land  (tretching  themfelves  into  the  fea. 

AW  this  country,  confiding  of  fo  many  ifles  goeth  under  one  common  name,  called 
by  fome  Hethland,  by  others  Zetland,  and  alfo  Schetland.  The  etymology  ofwhich 
names  is  very  uncertain,  as  was  that  of  Orkney,  fome  afllgning  one  reaf(Mi  of  the  name,, 
and  others  another  at  their  pteafure ;  that  which  feemeth  moll  probable  is,  that  this- 
country  is  called  Hethbnd,  becaufe  it  is  very  mountainous^  and  rifeth  high  above  the 
waters  ;  fo  a  high  land  in  Norfe  is  called  Hoghtand  :  it  is  called  Zeland,  or  Zetland^ 
iiecaufe  of  the  great  fea  wherewith  on  all  hands  it  is  encompailed,  zee  being  fea  in  that 
language;  and  called  Schetland,  becaufe  of  a  kind  of  cuftom  or  tribute  called  Scat,- 
.  which  they  paid  to  theirNorwegianraafters  when  they  were  in  polfellion  of  this  country^ 
and  the  tribute  or  cullom  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Norway  to  this  day  is  called' 
Scat  i  and  though  Zetland  be  now  annexed  ro  the  crown  of  Scotland,  yet  there  is'a  cer- 
tain rent  or  due  which  the  gentlemen  ami  fome  others  here  do  pay  yearly  to  the  King, 
or  his  llewar-d,  which  is  flill  called  Scat.  I  fay,  although  we  cannot  be  pofitive  in  deter- 
mining the  reafons  of  the  name,  yet  it  feems  to  be  of  a  Norwegian  or  Danifh  original. 

Seeing  I  have  already  had  under  cohlideration  by  whom  Orkney  was  firfl  planted 
and  inhaixted  and  how  it  hath  been  difpofed  of  hitherto,  1  judge  it  not  very  needful 
for  me  to  add  any  more  to  that  purpofe  concerning  Zetland-;  for  it  is  more  than  pro-r 
bable  that  about  the  fame  time,  by  the  fanw  perfons,  h<ith  Zetland  atfo  been  inhabited, 
feeing  there  are  many  more  Pi^ls  houfes  remaining  there,  and  fome  of  them  as  to  out-- 
ward  appearance  in  better  cafe,  than  are  to  be  found  in  Orkney,  and  always  our  hiflio- 
jians  in  their  defcriptions  of  thefe  northern  ifles  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  have  reckoned 
them  as  under  the  government  of  the  fame  mailers ;  therefore  without  further  premifing' 
preliminaries  of  this  nature,  I  come  to  confider  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  country. 

Although  the  country  be  large,  yet  it  is  in  many  places  but  thinly  inhabited,  and' 
that  for  the  mod  part  upon  the  coafts,  and  indeed  otherwife  it  cannot  well  be,  for  there 
are  few,  if  any,  places  in  Zetland  but  they  are  within  two  miles  of  the  fea,  which  they 
incline  to  dwell  nigh  unto,  being  more  convenient  for  their  fifliing,  and  for  the  gooding. 
of  their' land,  which  is  ordinarily  by  fea-ware,  hence  it  .would  be  incommodious  for 
them  upon  tliefe  accounts  to  be  at  any  diftance  from  it.  Befides,  the  country  is  gene- 
rally moHy  and  mountainous,  all  covered  over  with  heath,  yea  the  far  greater  part 
thereof  is  as  one  great  mofs  or  quagmire  made  up  of  water  and  earth  blended  together,, 
which  kind  of  ground  would  require  much  labour  and  expense  to  bring  in  dther  to  b* 
'  grazing  or  corn  land,  if  at  all  in  many  places  they  could  get  it  done  i  for  from  Scalloway 
on  the  welt  fide  of  the  Mainland,  to  Lerwidc  on  the  eaft  fide  thereof,  four  miles  over 
land,  it  is  but  a  continued  tract  of  mofs  and  moor,  fo  that  there  is  not  one  houfe  all  tiiaf 
way,  till  we  come  near  uitta  Lerwick ;  whereas  we  weuld  think  that  this  piece  of  ground 
fhould  be  better  inhabited  than  many  others,  confidering  the  great  refort  of  flrangeis- 
in  the  fummer  time  thereunto,  if  nature  bad  not  laid  fuch  iaconveoiences  in  the  way, 
which  would  prove  fo  difficult  to  overcome.. 
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'  The  people  are  generally  difcreet  and  civil,  not  fo  ruftic  and  clownifii  as  would  be 
cxpeded  in  foch  a  place  of  the  world,  which  may  be  much  owing  to  their  converfe  and 
commerce  with  llrangers,  who  repair  to  thefe  ifles  in  the  fuinmer  feafon,  with  whom  the 
inhabitantE-do  keep  a  conftant  bartering  or  trade  ;  which  trading  as  it  makes  them  the 
better  to  live,  fo  it  may  tend  not  a  little  to  the  cultivating  of  their  manners.  They  are 
alfo  very  fafliionable  in  their  cloaths,  and  the  gentry  want  not  th«r  fine  ftufe,  fuch  as 
Holland,  Hamburgh,  &c.  do  afford,  fo  that  they  are  to  be  feen  in  as  good  an  order  and 
tdrefs  as  with  us  in  the  ibuth :  the  boors,  fifhers,  and  other  country  people  alfo  do  go 
honed-Iike  and  decent  in  their  apparel,  asbecometh  their  ftatton. 

They  alfo  have  always  been  in  repute  for  hofpitality,  and  indeed  we  have  feen  no 
other  to  contradict  that  which  Is  fpoken  fo  ranch  to  their  commendaticm  and  praife  ;  for 
ai  any  time  when  we  had  occafion  to  vifit  gentlemen,  merchants,  or  others,  we  were 
always  by  them  kindly  entertained  :  and  fo  much  are  they  fatd  to  be  given  to  this  com- 
mendable piece  of  humanity,  that  if  they  do  purchafe  any  thing  from  foreign  merchants, 
which  they  put  any  value  upon,  fuch  as  wheat-bread,  fome  ftrong  liquor,  &c.  even  the 
country  people  will  nor  ufe  it  themfelves,  but  referve  it  for  the  entertainment  of  (Iran- 
gers.  Asforthofe  old  inhabitantsof  the  Daniffi  blood,  of  whom  it  was  faid,  *' that  they 
were  feeming  fair,  but  really  falfe,  and  fuperlatively  proud,"  they  are  much  worn  out 
of  this  country  ;  and  if  at  any  time  fliips  be  driven  alhore  upon  ih«r  coafts,  the  inhabi- 
tants ufe  very  kindly  and  humanely  to  treat  the  diftrelTed  company,  of  which  humane 
treatment  a  fhip  belonging  to  the  Firth  had  a  late  experience,  being  broke  on  the  coaft 
there  in  December  laft,  as  fome  of  the  (hip's  cotnpany  informed  me.  Such  a  kind  and 
generous  reception  merchants  and  mariners  meet  not  with  in  many  places  upon  which 
they- are  unhappily  caft,  from  whom  better  things  would  be  expe£tea.  In  the  matters 
of  God  and  religion  the  body  of  the  people  are  faid  to  be  very  ignorant,  by  thofe  who 
know  them  better  than  Wvj  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  accefs  to  do,  confidering  the 
fhort  time  of  our  ftay  and  abode  among  them  ;  which  may  be  imputed  to  their  want  of 
convenient  fchools  for  the  inftruAion  of  their  youth  in  many  places  of  the  country  ; 
which  alfo  was  alTigned  as  the  reafon  why  ignorance  doth  fo  much  prevail  In  the  Ork-' 
i>ey  ides  ;  which  great  evil,  the  mother  and  leader  of  many  others,  all  Ihould  labour  to 
redrefs  as  they  are  feveraily  called  and  concerned,  authority  alfo  interpofing  their  com* 
mand,  and  not  denying  their  countenance  and  encouragement  thereunto. 

Yet  we  muft  fay,  that  the  people  do  frequent  the  difpenfing  of  gofpel  ordinances,  and 
feem  to  hear  with  fome  meafure  of  attention  and  reverence,  and  as  appeared  to  us,  not 
without  fome  ferioufnefs  and  concern  upon  their  fptrits,  which  after  hearing  continued 
with  fome,  as  we  found  by  our  converfe  with  them  j  which  encouraged  us  to  fet  and 
keep  'up  two  week-day  fermons  at  Lerwick  during  our  (lay  in  the  bounds,  which  the 
people  thronged  unto,  thereby  (hewing  great  refpe£t  to  the  ordinances  difpenfed  by  us; 
fo  that  matters  looked  far  otherwife  than  what  was  expected  by  ourfelves  and  many 
others  before  we  came  to  this  country.  And  indeed,  after  conference  upon  this  head, 
all  of  us  judged  that  if  things  were  got  put  into  a  better  order,  and  fome  evils  removed, 
which  I  forbear  to  mendoo,  knowing  that  they  will  come  under  the  cognizance  and 
confideration  of  others,  who  are  in  a  capacity  to  redrefs  them,  there  might  be  a  harvelt 
through  grace. 

Although  there  be  a  Latin  fchool  at  Kirkwal  in  Orkney,  yet  there  is  none  in  all  this 
country,  which  cannot  but  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants,  the  advancement  of  the 
education  of  their  youth  being  thereby  hindered,  many  promiling  and  pregnant  ingenys 
lod,  and  letters  difcouraged ;  for  gentlemen  are  either  obliged  to  keep  their  children 
at  home,  and  fo  they  mult  want  that  piece  of  learning  which  tends  fo  much  to  form  and 
14  polifii 
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pollDi  their  minds,  and  to  complete  them  as  gentlemen,  or  elfe  fend  them  to  other  coun- 
tries where  education  is  to  be  had,  which  many  are  averie  to  do,  not  only  becaufe  of 
the  charge  and  expence  they  will  be  at,  but  alfo  of  the  fear  they  will  be  in,  in  fending 
their  children  oyer  fea,  and  keeping  them  fo  Jong  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  them.  As  for 
chaplains,  though  they  could  be  had,  which  would  be  with  difficulty  in  this  comer,  yet 
all  gentlemen  who  have  children  to  educate  cannot  well  bear  the  charges  of  bringmg 
them  over  from  Scotland,  and  keeping  them  with  them  for  fo  long  a  time :  whereupon 
the  minifters  there  are  very  defirous  that  the  government  may  be  addrefled  for  encou- 
ragement to  fchool-mafters  through  the  country,  and  particularly  that  a  Latin  fchool 
be  fet  up  either  at  Lerwick  or  Scalloway. 

EngUOi  is  the  common  language  among  them,  yet  many  of  the  people  fpeak  Norfe, 
or  corrupt  Danifh,  efpeciaily  fuch  as  live  m  the  more  northern  ifleaj  yea,  fo  ordinary 
.is  it  in  fome  places,  that  it  is  the  Brd  language  their  children  fpeak.  Several  here  alfo 
fpeak  good  Dutch,  even  fervants,  though  they  have  never  been  out  of  the  country,  be- 
caufe of  the  many  Dutch  Oiips  which  do  frequent  their  ports.  And  there  are  fome  who 
have  fomething  of  all  thefe  three  languages,  Englifb,  Dutch,  and  Norfe.  The  Norfe 
hath  continued  ever  fnice  the  Norwegians  had  thefe  iiles  in  pofleHion;  and  in  Orkney 
{as  hath  been  faid)  it  is  not  quite  exttnil,  though  there  be  by  far  more  of  it  in  Zetland, 
which  many  do  commonly  ufe. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  names  of  the  defcendants  of  the  old  inhabitants  differ  from 
the  names  of  others  now  numerous  among  them,  for  thefe  only  have  a  name  without  a 
Cmame,  fave  what  is  taken  from  their  father's  name,  and  by  adding  fon  or  daughter  , 
thereunio^  exernp.  gra.  Agnes  Magnus  daughter ;  her  own  name  is  Agnes,  her  father's 
is  Magnus,  to  which  daughter  is  added,  which  is  the  whole  denomination  or  defignatioa 
under  which  fuch  a  woman  goes  :  fo  Marion,  Peter's  daughter  j  Laurens,  John's  fon, 
&c.,  which  they  lay  is  yet  the  Daniih  way  of  exprefling  and  diftinguilhing  names  :  and 
for  further  clearing,  if  there  be  two  men  or  women  of  the  fame  name,  they  ufe  alfo  to 
delign  them  by  the  places  where  they  ordinarily  refide,  as  Agnes  Magnus  daughter  in 
Trebiller,  that  fo  flie  may  be  difcriminated  from  another  woman  of  the  fame  name  livir^ 
in  another  place.  It  is  probable  that  hence  flowed  thefe  firnames,  fuch  as  WilSamfow, 
Robertfon,  Jamiefon,  Davidfon,  &c.,  which  do  abound  with  us  in  Scotland.  In  fome 
.words  alfo  their  pronunciation  doth  diiFer  from  that  of  ours  ;  as  for  inftance,  they  often 
life  to  leave  out  the  letter  h  in  their  pronunciation,  as  if  it  did  not  belong  to  the  word  ;  - 
fo  ihree  they  pronounce  as  tree,  thou  as  tou  or  tu,  &c.  They  have  alfo  fome  Norilh 
words  which  they  commonly  ufe,  which  we  underilood  not  till  they  were  explained  f 
fuch  as  fl/r,  which  fignifies  a  land-bank  j  oyfe^  an  inlet  of  the  fea  ;  vtw,  a  creek  or  bay. 
Ice, :  and  thefe  words  are  much  ufed  both  in  Zetland  andd^rkney. 

It  would. appear  that  ihe  country  is  now  much  better  inhabited  than  formerly  fome 
ages  ago  it  hath  bean  ;  for  we  hear  but  of  few  who  leave  this  country,  having  once  fixed 
their  abode  therein,  though  there  be  many  who  have  lately  come  to  it  from  Orkney, 
Caithnefs,  Sutherland,  Buchan,  and  other  places,  efpeciaily  in  the  north  of  Scotland  : 
fo  that  in  all  Lerwick,  the  moft  confiderable  town  in  the  country,  there  are  but  very 
few  whofe  grand-fathers  have  lived  in  thofe  ifles.  And  in  Lerwick  itfelf,  about  thirty 
years  ago,  there  were  only  four  houfes,  and  fome  years  brfore  there  were  none  at  all, 
though  now  there  are  between  two  and  three  hundred  families  in  it. 

Though  the  ground  be  generally  bad,  and  the  climate  cold,  yet  it  is  not  unwholefome 
living  here,  as  appears  from  the  many  vigorous  old  people  that  abound  in  the  ifles^ 
whofe -health  I  think  is  rather  more  firm  and  found  than  with  us;  neither  are  they 
liable  to  fuch  frequent  ficknels :  whether  this  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  Ireenels  aod  purityi 
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of  the  ur,  or  to  the  quality  of  tbdr  diet,  or  the  fobrlety  of  their  fiving,  or  to  all  theft 
and  the  like,  I  (ball  not  judge :  yet  they  tell  us  they  ufed  to  live  much  longer  in  fbnner 
ages  than  now  they  do ;  as  of  one  Tairvile,  who  lived  one  hundred  and  eighty  ynrs, 
and  all  hit  time  never  drank  beer  or  ale  :  bis  fbn  alfo  and  grand-childrm  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  who  feldom  or  never  drank  any  other  thing  fave  milk,  water,  and  thor  coun- 
try-bland. It  is  faid  alfo  that  ibis  Tairvile*8  father  lived  longer  than  bimfelf.  There 
was  alfo  one  Laurentius,  in  the  parifli  of  Waes,  whofe  heir-oyes  do  yet  live  there,  who 
arrived  at  a  great  age,  whom  Buchanan  mentioneib  that  he  lived  in  his  time,  marryrog 
a  wife  afier  the  hundredth  year  of  his  ag^  and  in  the  one  hundred  and  fortieth  went  a 
filhing  with  his  Uttle  boat  when  the  fea  was  tempeftuous.  Salubritath ^rmitudo  in  Law 
rertiio  quodam  mjira  eetate  apparuit,  qui  po/i  ceniefunvm  annum  uxorem  duxit :  ceraefiitaaa 
quadragejimum  annum  agetiSj  Jievi/^mo  mare. in  fu&  naviculd  pifcatum  predibat  ■  at  nuper 
nulla  vi  gravions  morbi  labefa6iatm,fed  fenio  folutw  deceffit.  For  furely  as  all  (kilful  phyfi- 
'cians  do  grant  there  is  nothing  more  conducive  to  the  mwitaining  of  a  found  and  health- 
ful conltitution  than  a  fober  and  regular  diet ;  whereas  they  who  live  otberwife,  to  fpeak 
with  reipeft  to  fecond  caufes,  do  impair  their  health,  and  cut  themfelves  off  often  in  the 
nudft  oi  their  days;  efpecialty  fuch  aa  feed  high,  and  indulge  themfetves  in  drinking 
ftrong  Uqubrs,  which  tends  to  the  exhaufling  of  that  natural  and  innate  heat,  the  foun- 
tain of  our  animal  life  ;  whereas  it  is  obferved  of  all  thefe  who  arrived  at  fuch  a  grea 
age  that  they  feldom,  if  ever,  drank  any  ftrong  liquor. 

There  is  no  ficknefs  or  difeafe  this  country  is  more  fobjeft  unto  than  the  fcurvy,  as  is 
Orkney  likewife,  which  is  occaTioned  doubttefs  by  their  falt-meats,  iiOies,  upon  whkh 
many  for  the  mod  part  do  live,  fea-air,  &c. :  and  fomednws  this  fcurvy  degenerates  into 
a  kind  of  leprofy,  which  tbey  call  a  Baftard-fcurvy,  and  is  dilcerned  by  hairs  falling 
from  the  eye-brows,  the  nofe  falling  in,  &c.;  which  when  the  people  come  to  know,  tfiey 
feparate  and  fet  them  apart  for  fear  of  infedion,  building  huts  or  little  boufes  for  them 
in  th.e  field :  I  law  the  ruins  of  one  of  thefe  houfes  about  half  a  mile  from  Lerwick, 
where  a  woman  was  for  fome  years  kept  for  this  reafon.  This  baftard-l^rofy  they 
judge  is  caufed  by  the  many  grey  hflieG,  fuch  as  fitlucks,  piltocks,  &c.  which  they  eat; 
for  bread  foiling  many  of  the  pec^le  in  the  fummer-time,  that  often  for  four  or  five 
months  they  will  not  tafte  thereof,  thefe  filhes  are  almolt  their  only  meat,  and  efpedally 
the  livers  of  thefe  fiflieG,  which  are  thought  to  be  more  unhealthful  than  the  fiflies  them- 
felves, and  they  much  incline  to  eat,  do  occafion  this.  The  drinking  alfo  cf  hot  Wand 
(which  is  a  kind  of  a  ferum  of  milk,  of  which  more  afterwards)  together  with  thefe 
fiflies,  do  beget  fuch  corrupt  humoitts,  to  the  diftempering  of  the  body.  Thefe  fcor- 
bntic  perfons  are  more  ordinarily  in  Dunrolsnrfs  and  Uelton,  and  more  rare  in 
other  places,  and  thalt  becaufe  tbey  have  more  grey  filhes  in  thefe  two  parifhes  than  in 
others. 

And  it  hath  been  obferved  often  by  the  inhabitants,  that  when  in  holy  providence  any 
ficknefs  comrth  upon,  or  breaketh  up  in,  the  country,  it  «feth  to  go  through  them  Kke 
a  plague  \  ib  that  fmce  we  came  off  the  fmall-poit  hath  feized  upon^many,  both  old  and 
young,  and  was  fo  univerfaU  that  upon  one  LordVday  there  were  ninety  prayed  for  m 
the  church  of  Lerwick,  all  tick  of  the  fame  difeafe ;  whereas  when  we  were  there  a  few 
weeks  b^ore,  there  was  not  one  that  we  knew  fick  thereof.  They  fay  a  gentleman's 
fon  in  the  country  who  had  late^  gone  from  the  fouth,  and  was  under  it  when  he  came 
home,  brought  it  with  him,  which  very  quickly  fpread  among  the  people,  theoldasweH 
AS  the  young  ;  and  fo  fad  have  been  the  defotating  effeds  thereof,  that  one  told  me 
who  arrived  here  lately  ftom  the  place,  that  he  verily  judgeth  the  third  part  of  the 
pecqtte  in  many  of  ^  iile&are  dead  thanof. 
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Although  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  each  thdr  particular  trades  and  emplc^ments 
wherein  more  efpecially  they  lay  out  themfelves,  and  are  taken  up  about,  yet  are  they 
all  generally  fome  way  acquainted  with  the  fea,  and  can  with  Tome  dextenty  and  (kill 
attained  by  experience  manage  their  boats,  not  only  becaule  of  their  frequent  pafling 
from  ifle  to  ifle,  and  going  over  the  voes  or  lochs  which  lie  in  upon,  and  cut  the  Main- 
land, but  by  reafon  of  their  great  fifhing,  not  only  for  their  own  ufe,  but  for  the  ule  of 
merchants  who  buy  their  fiOies,  or  give  them  the  value  in  foreign  commodities  :  hence 
moCl  of  the  inhabitants  not  only  have  fome  paflurage  for  their  cattle,  and  feme  com  land 
about  their  houfes  which  they  manure,  but  alfo  their  parts  of  boats  for  the  end  afore- 
iaid.    Yet  there  are  many  who  follow  no  trade  but  their  ti(hing. 

Befide  their  fifh-trade  with  foreign  merchants,  they  do  likewife  drive  a  great  trade 
with  Orkney,  from  which  every  year  feveral  boats  do  j»fs  to  Zetland  loaden  with  corns, 
meal,  malt,  &c.  upon  the  coming  whereof  they  often  wait  for  barley-feed,  though  the 
laft  year  they  had  a  confiderable  crop,  fo  that  the  barley-feed  was  fown  before  the  boats 
came  over.  The  Orkney  men  alfo  bring  fometimes  (lockings,  ale,  and  the  like,,  which 
they  know  to  be  vendible  here  :  hence  every  year  conliderable  Turns  of  money  go  from 
Zetland  to  Orkney,  and  fome  have  told  me  that  moft  of  the  money  they  have  in  Orkney 
is  from  Zetland.  So  great  is  the  advantage  that  ihefe  illes  do  reap  by  their  neighbourly 
commerce  with  one  another,  for  as  Zetland  could  not  well  live  without  Orkney's  corns, 
fo  neither  could  Orkney  be  fo  well  without  Zetland's  money. 

As  Orkney  have  much  of  their  money  from  Zetland,  fo  Zetland  have  all  theirs  front 
foreign  nations  and  countries,  whofe  merchants  traffic  with  them,  as  from  Holland, 
Hamburgh,  Breme,  &c.  The  Dutch  money  doth  ordinarily  pals  among  them,  as  Iti- 
vers,  half-nivers,  and  Gnce  the  rates  of  the  money  were  raifed  in  Scotland,  many  here 
have  been  conGderable  gainers  by  the  ducket-douns,  which  is  the  fpecies  of  money  that 
the  Hollanders  bring  more  ordinarily  with  them. 

'  The  king's  rents  are  but  the  third  part  of  what  they  are  in  Orkney ;  for  though  this 
country  be  by  far  greater  and  more  fpacious  than  Orkney,  yet  it  is  not  fo  well  inhabited, 
peither  is  the  ground  fo  good :  thefe  rents  are  paid  to  the  taxmen  in  butter,  oil,  and 
money ;  the  oil  is  made  of  the  livers  of  fifties,  and  is  fent  iojilh  for  the  making  of  foap, 
or  is  otherwife  difpofed  of,  as  may  be  moft  advantageous.  The  bifhops  had  no  renis 
from  this  country ;  and,  though  it  belongs  to  the  diocefe  of  Orkney,  and  is  a  confider- 
able part  of  that  charge,  yet  we  did  not  hear  that  ever  any  of  thefe  foul  paftors  of  tbdr 
diocefes,  as  fome  are  pleafed  to  call  them,  vifited  thefe  bounds. 

There  bemg  fo  little  corn-land  here,  is  the  caufe  why  none  of  the  revenues  of  the 
crown.are  paid  in  meal  or  corns,  whereas  in  Orkney  it  is  far  otherwife,  as  hath  been 
faid ;  for  any  corn-land  they  have  is  ordinarily  but  a  few  ridges  nigh  to  the  coafts,  for 
at  any  diftance  from  the  Tea,  and  in  many  places  alfo  nigh  unto  it,  there  is  nothing  but 
a  mofly  and  mountainous  defert  covered  with  hadder,  and  only  fome  places  plenifhed  with 
a  few  kine,  iheep,  or  fhelties,  though  in  other  places  you  will  go  fome  miles  and  fee  none. 
This  mofs  and  moor,  which  fo  much  aboundeth,  renders  travelling  very  dangerous,  even 
to  the  natives  themfelves,  and  fo  deep  is  it  in  many  places  and  that  in  the  fummer  and 
droughty  feafon,  that  horfes  cannot  pafs  it,  and  men  on  foot  not  without  difficulty  and 
hazard :  as  in  the  iHe  of  Tell  the  minifter,  in  g(Mng  to  the  church  from  his  houfe,  is 
obliged  to  go  on  foot  eight  miles  almoft  wading  up  to  the  knees.  -  And  indeed  the  eafiell 
and  fafeft  way  of  travellmg  is  by  fea  in  boats -about  the  fkirts  of  the  illes,  which  alfo  is 
not  without  danger. 

And  though  the  greateft  part  of  this  country  be  thus  moffy  and  mooriftj,  yet  there  are 
fome  pleafant  fpots  in  it  well  fumilhed  with  grals  and  coxn,  as  nigh  to  Scalloway, 
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Ultnefs,  &c.  in  the  Mainland,  (ome  places  in  the  parifhes  of  DunrolTners  alfo  on  the 
main,  in  the  illeofUnft,  &c.  Hence  fome  years  they  will  have  twenty-fold  of  increafs, 
but  this  is  more  rare,  for  at  other  times,  in  feveral  places,  they  will  fcarce  have  the 
double  of  their  feed.  Theymake  much  ufe  of  barley-bread,  which  appears  to  be  fairer 
than  their  oat-bread,  for  their  barley  they  take  to  be  the  beft  grain,  it  agreeing  better  with 
the  ground  then  oats.  And  as  it  is  in  Orkney  fo  is  it  here,  if  any  white  corn  be  brought 
unto  the  country  for  feed,  it  will  foon  degenerate  and  become  like  their  own. 

I  think  the  kine  and  flieep  are  of  a  greater  fize,  than  they  ate  in  Orkney,  though  their 
horfes  be  of  a  lefs ;  as  for  the  fheep  I  take  them  to  be  little  lefs  than  they  are  in  mfiiy 
places  of  Scotland ;  they  lamb  not  fo  foon  as  with  us,  for  at  the  end  of  May  their  Iamt» 
are  not  come  in  feafon  ;  their  harveft  alfo  is  much  later,  for  they  judge  it  very  early  if 
they  get  their  corns  in  againfl  the  middle  of  O&ober  ;  they  obferve  that  our  feafons 
will  be  two  months  before  theirs,  but  I  do  not  think  they  differ  fo  much. 

If  their  (beep  were  well  kept,  it  would  be  very  pleafaiit  to  behold  them  in  Bocks,  they 
being  of  divers  colours:  fome  of  a  pied,  others  of  a  brown,  others  of  a  brown  and  white, 
others  of  a  black  colour,  fome  alfo  have  black  fpraings  on  their  backs,  others  on  their 
foreheads  ;  and  fome  fay  they  have  as  great  a  number  of  black  fheep  as  they  have  of 
white ;  which  diverfity  of  colours  would  rendef  them  very  beautiful,  if  they  were  taken 
due  care  of;  for  they  neither  wafti  nor  clip  their  flieep,  nor  have  they  any  {heers  for 
that  end,  but  pull  the  wool  off  them  with  their  hands  ;  which  as  it  is  painful  to  the 
beads,  fo  it  makes  them  look  not  fo  well  favoured,  but  like  thefe  with  us,  whofe  wool 
is  fciratched  with  briars  or  thorns. 

Their  ordinary  drink  is  milk  or  water,  or  milk  and  water  together,  or  a  drink  which 
they  call  Bland,  moH  common  in  the  country,  though  not  thought  to  be  very  whole- 
fbme ;  which  fo  they  make  up,  having  taken  away  the  butter  from  thdr  churned  milk, 
as  likewife  the  thicker  parts  of  this  milk  which  remains  after  the  butter  is  taken  out, 
they  then  pour  in  fome  hot  water  upon  the  ferum,  whey,  or  the  thinner  part  of  the 
milk  in  a  proportion  to  the  milk.  Which  being  done,  they  make  ufe  of  it  'for  their 
drink,  keeping  fome  for  their  winter  provifion :  and  this  drink  is  fo  ordinary  with 
them,  that  there  are  many  people  in  the  country  who  never  faw  ale  or  beer  in  all  their 
lifetime  ;  the  ale  is  rare  among  them,  they  making  bread  of  much  of  their  barley-grain, 
,  but  the'Hamburgh  beer  both  fmall  and  flrong  is  to  be  had  in  plenty,  though  at  a  good 
rate,  fix  fhillings  or  eight  fhilltngs  our  pint ;  which  beer  and  other  liquors,  as  alfo  wheat* 
bread  the  Hamburghers  bring  with  them  in  the  month  of  May  for  fale,  hence  fome- 
times  liquors,  as  beer,  ale,  2ic.  cannot  be  had  for  money,  till  the  Hamburghers 
.  bring  it.      . 

The  great  confluence  of  ftraingers  makes  kine,  fheep,  hens,  and  almofl  all  viduals  to 
fell  at  a  greater  rate  than  in  Orkney,  for  often  when  the  bufhes  are  here,  they  will  give 
double  or  triple  for  a  fheep,  or  a  hen,  than  it  is  to  be  bought  in  Orkney  for;  for  the 
Hollanders  with  their  bufhes  being  numerous  on  thefe  coads,  they  fend  fometimes 
afhore  to  buy  fi-efli  meats,  which  if  to  be  had,  they  will  not  want  for  the  price. 

They  have  fowls,  efpedally  fea-fowls,  in  great  plenty,  which  do  frequent  the  rocks, 
holms,  &c.  which  they  take  as  they  do  in  Orkney,  and  are  very  beneficial  to  the  pro- 
prietors. There  are  alfo  many  eagles,  which  do  great  prejudice  and  hurt  to  the 
country  }  for  the  lambs  they  will  lift  up  in  their  claws,  and  take  whole  to  their  nefls, 
and  falling  down  upon  the  fheep,  they  fix  one  foot  on  the  ground  and  the  other  on  the 
iheep's  back,  which  they  having  fo  apprehended,  they  Gm  pick  out  their  eyes,  and 
then  ufe  the  carcafes  as  they  pleafe.  All  forts  of  duck  and  dnikei  dunter-geefe,  cleck- 
geefe,  ember-geefe,  &c.  they  have  as  ia  Orkney. 
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They  have  many  crows,  but  neiiher  here  nor  in  Orkney  are  they  of  that  colour  which 
they  are  of  with  us  ;  for  their  heads*  wings,  and  tail,  only  are  black,  but  their  back 
and  bread:  from  the  neck  to  the  tail  are  of  a  grey  colour,  and  the  country  people  look 
upon  it  as  a  bad  omen,  when  black  crows  come  to  tbefe  iiles,  they  portending  that  a 
fcimme  will  ftiorlly  enfue. 

There  are  many  sonies  in  fome  places,  but  no  hares,  neither  are  there  any  moor-- 
fowls,  which  are  numerous  in  Orkney  ;  fome  fay  that  a  few  from  Orkney  have  been 
brought  over  for  trial,  but  they  could  not  live  here :  no  poddocks  or  frogs  are  to  be 
feen,  though  many  in  Orkney.  Neither  are  there  any  rats  to  be  found,  except  in 
fome  ifles,  and  thefe  are  greater  than  ordinary,  and  thought  to  come  out  of  (hips,  when 
Tiding  at  anchor  nigh  to  the  fliore,  but  they  have  mice  in  abundance.  Neither  are 
there  are  any  venomous  creatures  in  thefe  ifles.  They  have  many  otters,  one  of  which 
-was  fo  tamed  that  it  frequently  ufed  to  bring  fiflies  out  of  the  fea  to  a  gentleman's  honfe 
in  Hafltafiiie,  as  one  told  me  who  knew  the  truth  thereof. 

They  have  a  fort  of  little  horfes  called  fhelties,  than  which  no  other  are  to  be  had  if 
not  brought  hither  from  other  places  j  they  are  of  a  lefs  iize  than  the  Orkney  horfes, 
for  fome  will  be  but  nine,  others  ten  nives  or  hand-breadths  high,  and  they  will  be 
thought  big  horfes  there  if  eleven  ;  and  although  fo  fraall  yet  are  they  full  of  vigour  and 
life,  and  fome  not  fo  high  as  others  often  prove  to  be  the  flrongefl,  yea  there  are  fome 
whom  an  able  man  can  liJt  up  in  his  arms,  yet  will  they  carry  him  and  a  woman  behind 
faim  eight  miles  forward  and  as  many  back :  fummsr  or  winter  they  never  come  into 
a  houfe,  but  run  upon  the  mount^ns  in  fome  places  in  flocks,  and  if  at  any  time  in 
winter  the  ftorm  be  fo  great  that  they  are  (Iraitened  for  food,  theywll  come  down  from 
the  hills,  when  the  ebb  is  in  the  Tea,  and  eat  the  fea-ware,  (as  likewife  do  the  (beep;)  which 
winter  ftorm  and  fcarcity  of  fodder  puts  thera  out  of  cafe,  and  bringeth'  them  fo  very 
low,  that-  they  recover  not  their  ftrength  till  about  St.  John's  mafsday,  the  24th  of 
June,  when  they  are  at  thdr  bed  :  they  will  live  till  a  condderable  age,  as  twenty-fix, 
twenty-eight,  or  thirty  years,  and  they  will  be  good  riding  in  twenty-four,  efpecially  they 
will  be  the  more  vigorous  and  live  the  longer,  if  they  be  four  years  old  before  they  be 
put  to  work.  Thefe  of  a  black  colour  are  judged  to  be  the  moCl  durable,  and  the  pied 
often  prove  not  fo  good  ;  they  have  been  more  numerous  than  now  they  are  j  the  beft 
of  them  are  to  be  had  in  Sanfton  and  Efton,  alfo  they  are  good  in  Waes  and  Yell, 
thefe  of  the  leaft  fize  are  in  the  northern  ifles  of  Yell  and  Unft. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  air,  the  barrennefs  of  the  mountains  on  which  they  feed,  and  their 
hard  ufage  may  occafion  them  to  keep  fo  littla,  for  if  bigger  horfes  be  brought  into  the 
country,  their  kind  within  a  little  time  will  degenerate ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  prefent 
cafe  we  may  fee  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  for  their  way  being  deep  and  mofly  in 
many  places,  ihef^  tightar  horfes  come  through  when  the  greater  and  heavier  would 
fink  down  :  and  they  leap  over  ditches  very  nimbly,  yea  up  and  down  rugged  molTy 
braes  or  hillocs  with  heavy  riders  upon  them,  which  I  could  not  look  upon  but  with 
admiration,  yea  I  have  feen  them  climb  up  braes  upon  tbeu"  knees,  when  otherwfe 
they  could  not  get  the  height  overcome,  fo  that  our  horfes  would  be  but  little  if  at  all 
ferviceable  there. 

The  great  fifhing  which  they  have  upon  the  coafls  makes  the  place  defirable  to  the 
natives,  and  to  be  frequented  by  iirangers,  it  excelling  any  other  place  of  the  King  of 
Britain's  dominions  for  herring,  white  and  grey  fifhing ;  the  white  fifhing  they  call  the 
killio  and  ling,  &c.  their  grey  the  filluks  and  feths ;  [hsre  arc  alfo  fometimes  very  ftrange 
fifhce  here  to  be  found,  as  about  twenty-four  years  ago  there  came  a  great  number  of 
fmall  thick  filhes  into  a  voe  on  the  foutb-  fide  of  Neilon ;  they  were  of  a  golden  colour^ 
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very^lealant  to  bdold,  they  were  about  the  bignefs  of  an  ordinary  trout,  and  all  of  an 
equal  6ze;  ihey  being  very  numerous,  the  country  made  much  ufe  of  them,  who  judged 
them  very  favoury,  tatting  like  aturbot ;  and  never  before  or  lince  that  time  were  thefe 
fiflies  feen  in  thefe  feas,  as  my  informer  an  old  gentleman  could  remember.  Thdr  tuflc 
is  a  rare  fifii  but  more  ordinary  with  them,  of  which  more  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of 
their  lifhing.  Alfo  many  rare  Ihells  are  to  be  found  on  the  coafts,  but  we  had  not 
time  to  inquire  and  look  after  them. 

Through  the  ifies  for  fewel  they  have  good  peats  in  abundance,  though  in  fome 
places  they  are  at  a  diftance  from  them,  as  thofe  who  live  in  the  Skerries  are  obliged 
to  bring  them  from  other  ifles,  as  &om  Whalfey,  and  the  paflage  being  dangerous  many 
boats  are  cad  away  with  them ;  fome  alfo  living  in  Dunrofnefs  are  at  a  tofs  this  way, 
they  not  having  the  mofs  at  hand,  as  generally  they  have  in  other  places  on  the  Main. 
Much  broken  timber  alfo  is  driven  afhore  upon  thefe  iHes,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Skerries  truft  the  one  half  of  their  provifion  to  this  driven  timber,  and  broken  Ihips 
in  great  quantity  often  ca(l  afhore,'  partly  through  the  many  Oiips  that  fplit.  on  thefe 
ifles,  and  partly  as  the  wreck  of  fliips  cafl  away  at  fome  diHance,  which  is  brought 
here  by  the  ebb  ftom  Norway,  or  other  places  lying  to  the  eaJl  of  Zetland. 

There  are  no  trees  in  this  country  more  than  in  Orkney;  we  faw  fome  old  white 
and  weather-beaten  docks  flanding  in  Scalloway  ;  for  whatever  reafons  may  be  alledged 
for  trees  not  growing  in  Orkney,  far  mqre  do  I  judge  they  will  hold  in  Zetland,  bodi- 
with  refped  to  the  air  and  to  the  foil;  there  are  alfo  at  Scalloway  fome  goofe  and. 
rizzer-berry  bufhes,  which  ufe  every  year  to  be  laden  uilh  fruit,  which  are  a  great  rarity 
in  this  place  of  the  world. 

Many  excellent  herbs  are  found  growing  here,  though  little  known  or  made  ufe  of: 
a  certain  Englifh  phyfician  and  fltilled  botanifl  who  was  at  Lerwick  fome  years  ago, 
told  our  hoft,  that  there  were  many  choice  and  rural  herbs  here  not  to  be  found  in 
England.  They  have  much  fcurvy.grafs,  God  fo  ordering  it  in  his  wife  providence 
ibaijuxta  venerium  nafcitur  antidotum,  that  feeing  the  fcurvy  is  the  common  difeafe  of 
the  country,  they  fhould  have  the  remedy  at  hand. 

There  is  here  much  lime-flone,  (though  for  aught  I  heard  not  to  be  found  in  Orkney ^^ 
which  in  fome  places  they  have  but  lately  come  to  the  knowledge  of,  as  in  Un(l  but 
about  four  years  fuice,  and  in  other  places  they  know  not  yet  how  to  ufe  it ;  the 

SariOi  of  Tingwal  (they  fay)  confifls  alraofl  of  lime-flone,  they  having  few  if  any  other 
ones  than  fuch. 

The  flones  wherewith  they  build  are  generally  broad,  and  like  flag.flones ;  by  reafon 
of  which  figure  and  fhape  the  flones  lying  the  more  eafily,  the  builders  are  at  lefs  trouble 
in  fitting  them  for  the  wall ;  and  I  have  obferved  that  in  fome  houfes  there  is  little 
lime,  clay,  or  any  fuch  thing  for  cementing  of  the  building,  which  renders  thdr-  dwell- 
ing fo  much  the  colder,  the  piercing  air  pafling  through  between  the  chinks  of  the 
flones,  which  they  have  no  need  of  under  this  cold  and  airifh  climate.  But  fome  of 
thefe  houfes  they  may  defigaedly  fo  build,  that  the  wind  may  have  free  paflage  through 
them  for  drying  of  their  fiflies,  which  houfes  fome  call  ikeos. 

There  are  feveral  fuperftitious  cufloms  and  practices  which  the  more  ignorant  pet^l^ 
follow,  fome  of  which  we  will  have  occafton  to  note  in  the  fcquel  of^this  difcourfe, 
but  not  io  many  did  we  hear  of,  as  there  in  Orkney.  But  1  hope  the  vigilance  and 
diligence  of  our  church  in  infpe£ting  thefe  ifles,  and  putting  all  to  their  duty,  will  prove 
a  blefled  mean,  in  the  hand  of  God»  for  the  eradicating  and  utter  abolifhing  of  thefe  re- 
licts of  pagaiufm  and  idolatry. 

-  1  Suliag 
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Sailing  about  thefe  coafts  is  often  very  dangerous,  whence  the  waters  prove  graves 
to  many  of  the  inhabitants.  While  we  were  there  in  the  month  of  May  a  boat  was 
cad  away  going  by  the  fliore  to  Dunroffnefs,  and  a  man  and  his  lifter  therein  periOied, 
and  another  man  in  her>  was  faved  by  getting  upon  the  keel  of  the  boat ;  and  Tome- 
limes  boats  are  caft  away  when  not  one  faved.  About  the  ifles  are  many  blind  rocks, 
which  the  natives  fometimes  unhappily  fall  and  break  upon,  either  through  a  miilake> 
or  the  tide  and  wind  driving  them  upon  them  :  at  other  times  the  wind  riling  caufeth 
the  fea  fo  to  fwell  that  the  waves  breaking  upon  their  fmall  boats  are  ready  to  overfet 
them,  and  fometimes  do :  alfo  though  the  winds  be  not  fo  (trong,  there  will  come 
flans  and  blafts  off  the  land  as  to  their  fwiftnefs  -and  furprifal  fomething  like  to  hurri- 
canes, which'  beating  with  a  great  impetus  or  force  upon  their  fails,  overturns  the  boat, 
and  in  a  moment  hurries  them  iiitO'  eternity  :  by  fuch  a  fian  the  Laird  of  Munas,  a  gen- 
tleman in  this  couWryis  faid  to  have  periQied  the  former  year  1 699,  when  within  fight 
.  of  his  own  houre,  and  all  that  were  in  the  boat  with  him,  faid  to  be  nine  or  ten  perfons, 
fave  one  fervant  who  efcaped  upon  the  keel.'  I  remember  that  night  we  came  to 
the  land  of  Zetland  oar  feamen  thought  fit  in  their  prudence  not  to  lail  too  nigh  the 
land  for  -fear  of  fUch  Bans.  **  O  to  be  a&  watchmen  on  our  towers,  looking  out  and 
"  waiting  forthe Lord's  coming."" 

For  this  caufe  it  is,  that  during  the  winter  feafon  they  have  ordinarily  converfe  or  ' 
commerce  with  none,  excepi-that  mips  be  driven  in  by  ftrefs  of  weather  j  for  the  open  < 
boats  dare  not  come,  and  the  ctofe-decked  not  without  danger,  the  fea  commonly  at 
that  time  being  fo  tempeftiious,  the  tides  and  roufts  fo  rapid,  that  they,  threaten  all : 
who  come  near  them  with  being  fwoUowed  up  :  therefore- it  is,  as  they -tell  us,  that -: 
from  Gftober  till  April  or  May,  they  ordinarily  fee-no  ftrangers,  nor  know  any  news^ 
which  makes  the  winter  fo  much- the  longer  and  wearifome- unto  thejn  :  an  inftance 
whereof  we  had,  that  the  lite  Revolution,  when- his- Highnefs  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  our 
prefent  King,  was  pleafed  to  come  over  to  affcrt  our  liberties,  and  driver  us  from  our 
fears,  falling  out  in  the  winter,  it  was  May  thereafter  before  they  heard  any  thing-  of  it ;  , 
and  that  firlbthey  fay-from  a  fifherman,  whom  fome  would  have  had  arraigned  before 
them,  and  impeached  of  high  treafon  becaufe  of  his  news,  as  fome  didinform«s. 

Their  country  lying  very  open,~and  in  many  places  but  thinly  inhabited,  expofeth  then  ■ 
to  the  hoftile  incurfions  of  pirates  in  a  time  of  war,  as  of  late  the  l^rench  did-  much  in-  - 
feit  their  coafts,  ibme  of  their  men  landing  did-by  fliot  kill  their  kine  and  lheep,-and 
take  them  away  with  them  ;  yea  fometimes  they  fpared  not  the  churches,  but  lacrilegi- 
oufly  robbed- them,  pulling  down  the  timber  thereof,  as  feats,  &c.  and  taking  them  for 
.burnwood;  fo  they  did  to  a  church  in  North  Mevan.  But  they  never  came  into  Brafia  ' 
Sound,  left  they  had  been  locked  up  nithin  land,  winds  turning  contrary. 

In  the  month  of  June  they  4iave  a  clear  hght  all  the  night  over,  for  at  the^  darkeft  '. 
hour  thereof,  you  will  fee  clearly  to  read  a  letter ;  the  fun  fetteth  between  ten  and  ! 
eleven  at  night,  and  rifeth  between  one-  and  two  in  the  morning,  but  for  this  they  have  : 
fo  much  the  fhorter  day  and  longer  night  in  the  winter- . 

CHArr.VTL~ji  fartioilarView  is,  given  of  the  JHeraiPari/heSf  and  moficonftdiriAlelJIet  s 
in  Zetland.  . 

THUS  far  having  confidered  theftateof  the.country  in  general,  we  come  next  to  take  - 
foiDS  particular  view  of  the  ifles',  which  that  I  may  the  better  and  more  methodically  do,  , 
1  (hall  lay  before  my  reader  the  feveral  pariflies,  with  fome  brief  defcription  of  the  prin- 
cipal Ifles.  thereunto.  beloAging*.  For  a&to  the  number  o£tbe  ifles,  I  never  beard  an  ex*  - 
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»&  acooont  given  thereof,  tha«  being  many  of  chem  fmdl,  wherdn  b  only  a  family  or 
two,  and  fo  but  little  noticed. 

The  AHt  is  the  parilh  of  Dunroflhcfs  on  the  Mainland  to  the  fouth,  and  is  the  parifh 
vhich  lies  next  to  Orkney  and  Scotland,  wherein  are  three  churches,  in  which  their 
minifter  performeth  divme  fervice,  Crofs-Kirk,  Sanwich,  and  Fair  Ifle ;  in  this  parifli 
are  feveral  very  good  voes  or  harbours  commodious  for  fliips  to  ride  in.  In  this  there  ii 
alfo  much  com  land,  there  ground  bearing  the  riched  gr^n,  in  many  places  not  fo  moSy 
.  and  covered  over  with  heath,  as  other  }Kuilhe8  are,  which  makes  them  to  have  lefs  fuel, 
dioughmore  corn.  Much  of  the  land  nereis  fanded,  and  the  fcaalmoft  yearly  gainetb 
icmething  on  the  lower  parts  thereof ;  the  land  lying  fo  low  and  fandy  in  many  places, 
is  convrauent  for  conies,  which  abound  here  about  the  nels  or  fouthemmoft  point  of 
land.  In  this  parilh,  there  is  a  great  fiOiing,  this  fouthemmod  point  hath  two  heads, 
Swinburgh  Head,  and  Fitwalls  Head,  two  high  rocks  feen  by  mariners  coming  from  the 
fouth  at  a  great  diftance,  which  when  difcovered  they  dired  their  courfe  towards  them. 

To  the  north-n^eft  of  the  Nefs  lies  St.  Ninian's  iflc,  very  pleafant ;  wherein  there  is  a 
chapel  and  an  altar  in  it,  whereon  fome  fuper{li[ious  people  do  bum  candles  to  this  day. 
Some  take  this'  ifle  rather  to  be  a  kind  of  peninfula,  joined  to  the  main  by  a  bank  of 
land,  by  which  in  an  ebb  people  may  go  in  the  ille,  though  fometimes  not  without  dan- 
ger. 

The  Fair  I0e  belongeth  to  this  parifli,  lying  eight  leagues  or  twenty-four  miles  to  the 
fouth,  or  fouth  and  by  eaft  of  Swinburgh  Head,  by  Buchanan  it  is  called  infula  beUOj  the 

£lea£uit  or  pretty  Ifle.  Though  1  do  judge.  £ur  may  be  as  well  taken  properly  as  appel- 
itively,  £i>r  the  ifle  Faira  or  Fara,  there  being  another  ifle  lying  to  the  north  of  this 
which  diey  call  North  Faira  which  relates  to  another  Faira  by  fouth }  now  there  is  no 
Ifle  lying  to  the.  fouth  of  tins  North  Faira,  which  hath  any  name  that  can  be  interpreted 
Faira,  but  this  Fair  Ifle.  Moreover  I  neither  did  fee,  nor  was  I  informed  of  any  thing, 
thu  aflbrd  us  any  reafon  why  this  ifle  fliould  be  fo  appellatively  taken  and  denomina- 
ted belia  or  Fair.  This  Fair  Ule  rifeth  high  above  the  waters,  and  is  feen  by  mariners  at 
a  great  diilance  ;  it  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long  from  fouth  to  north,  and  nigh  to  a 
mile  in  breadth,  the  fide  thereof  towards  the  weft  is  a  continued  ragged  rock  from  one 
end  to  another,  always  beat  uj^n  by  the  impetuous  currents  ofafwellingfeaj  above  this 
weft  fide  is  the  craig  which  they  call  the  Sheep  Craig,  whereon  there  are  no  houfesnor 
com  land,  but  flieep  ufe  to  feed :  the  fide,  lying  to  the  eaft,  is  lower,  declining  towards 
the  fea  j  diere  are  in  it  two  harbours,  one  upon  the  northern  end,  looking  to  Zetland, 
and  another  towards  the  fouthera  point,  but  ftups  or  boats  do  not  ordinarily  refort  there- 
unto, if  not  put  to  it,  and  better  cannot  do,  for  fo  it  hath  been  a  fafe  fhetter  and  refuge 
to  many* 

There  ufe  to  be  about  ten  or  twelve  families  in  It,  but  now  they  fay  death  hath  almoft 
depopulated  the  ifle,  the  fmall  pox  having  lately  raged  there,  and  fwept  away  two  thirds 
of  the  inh^tants,  fo  that  there  is  not  a  fufScient  number  fpared  to  manage  their  fifhing- 
boats  }  that  gentleman's  fon,  above-mentioned,  having  touched  here  in  his  way  to  Zet- 
land. They  have  good  paftupge  for  theep  and  kine,  and  fome  com  land,  and  are  very 
hofpital  and  kind.  Thdr  minifto'  ufeth  to  vifit  them  once  in  the  year,  in  the  fummer 
time,  and  flaying  with  them  about  a  month,  preaching,  baptizing  their  children  and 
doing  other  parts  of  his  paftoral  work ;  after  which  he  retm^iing  to  Zetland,  they  are 
^hout  public  ordinances  till  the  next  year's  revolution. 

The  hawks,  they  fay,  which  are  to  be  had  in  the  Fair  Ifle,  are  beft  in  Britain,  whicb 
«fe  to  fly  to  Zetbmd  or  Orkney  for  their  fte^t  tbefe  being  the  neareft  lands,  and  f<Mne- 
^les  they  will  find  sooor  fowls  in  ^lar  oefts,  which  they  behoved  to  bring  from  Ork- 
ney, 
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n«7».  feeing  there  are  none  in  Zetland,  and  the  neareft  ifle  they  i^ould  haye  them  in  was 
Stronza  or  Weltra,  which  is  between  forty  and  fifty  miles  of  fea,  over  which  at  one 
flight  they  mufl  carry  thefe  fowls  to  their  nefts. 

Many  (hips  ufe  to  cruife  about  this  Fair  Ille  in  the  fummn:  time,  and  by  ic  the  Hol- 
land's fleet  going  to  or  coming  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  ufe  to  pafs^  though  fometimes  as  in 
the  late  wars  they  failed  by  the  north  of  Zetland^  that  they  might  be  more  free  of  danger. 
Ships  alfo  going  to  or  coming  from  Norway  or  the  eaft  fea  frequently  pafs  this  way, 
when  wind  ferveth  them  fo  to  do  :  and  this  Fair  Ifle  being  fcen  by  them  at  fourteen  or 
ilsteen  leagues  diflance,  in  a  clear  day  it  is  as  a  myth  or  mark  for  dire£ting  their  courfes. 

The  fecond  is  the  parifli  of  Tingwail,  lying  on  the  eaft  of  the  main  to  the  north  of 
Dunroflhefs,  wherein  are  four  churches,  Tingwail,  Whitenefs,  Wifedale  and  Lerwick^ 
but  the  minifter  ufeth  not  to  preach  by  turns  at  Lerwick,  as  he  doth  al  his  other  three 
churches,  he  not  finding  himfelf  obliged  fo  to  do,  it  being  but  built  lately  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  inhabitants,  however  foinetimes  he  hath  fermon  there,  and  baptizeth  ihar 
children.  Lerwick  inthis<pariQi  is  now  become  the  principal  town  in  the  country,  lying 
on  the  eaft  of  the  main  at  Brafla  Sound,  over  againft  the  iHe  of  Brafla. 

Lerwick  is  more  than  half  a  mile  in  length,  lying  fouth  and  north  upon  the  fide  of  the 
found,  and  wilt  confift  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  families,  it  is  but  within  thefe 
few  years,  that  it  hath  arrived  to  fuch  a  number  of  houfes  and  inhabitants.  It  is  become 
fo  confiderable,  becaufe  of  the  many  fliips  which  do  yearly  frequent  the  Sound,  whereby 
merchants  and  tradefmen  are  encouraged  to  come  and  dwell  in  this  place,  and  not  for 
the  pleafanmefs  of  its  fituation,  or  the  ^rtility  of  the  country  about,  for  it  is  built  upon  31 
rocky  piece  of  ground,  wherein  they  can  have  no  ftreet,  but  a  kind  of  a  narrow  paflage 
before  their  doors,  betwixt  them  and  the  Sound,  which  in  fome  places  will  not  admit  of 
two  men's  going  in  a  breaft,  and  at  the  back  of  the  town  there  is  a  hill  of  black  mols,, 
wherein  they  call  then-  piles,  which  in  fome  places  cometh  to  their  Tery  doors,  and  no 
corn  land  is  there  about  it,  fave  a  little  within  the  caflle,  for  near  a  mile  of  way. 

Many  of  their  houfes  are  very  commodious  to  dwell  in,  moft  of  them  being  two  ftorie» 
high,  and  wdt  fumiflied  within,  their  inhabitants  confift  of  merchants,  tradefmen,  and  ' 
filhers,  who  keep  up  a  good  trade  with  foreigners,  from  whom  they  buy  much  of  their 
domeftic  provilion,  fome  of  them  are  perfons  of  a  conflderable  ftock,  which  they  have 
many  ways  to  improve  for  their  advantage.  They  are  very  civil  and  kind,  of  an  oblig- 
ing temper,  which  we  had  the  experience  of,  during  our  abode  among  them  ;  there  are 
but  few  begging  poor  to  be  feen  here,  or  in  any  place  of  the  country,  where  we  had  oc* 
cafion  to  be  j  there  being  a  great  ftore  of  fmall  fifties,  for  the  fupply  of  their  necefllry. 

They  have  upon  their  own  ch'arges  built  a  convenient  church,  at  the  back  of  the 
middle  of  the  town,  and  fumiflied  it  with  good  feats  high  and  low  ;  they  are  at  prefent  a 
partofthe  parifti  of  Tingwail,  but  very  defiroustobed^jdned,  and  erefted  into  a  parifli  ■ 
by  themfelves,  that  fo  they  may  enjoy  a  minifterof  their  own  :  for  the  promoting  of  which 
good  work,  they  are  moil  willing  according  to  theirability  to  contribute  for  the  fettling 
of  a  fund  for  a  ftipend  to  a  mmilter,  but  not  being  in  a  capacity  to  give  all,  they  refolved 
to  make  application  to  the  government,  for  to.have  fome  allowance  out  of  the  revenues, 
of  the  bifliopric  of  Orkney,  or  otherwife  as  the  wifdom  of  the  government  fiioutd  fee 
meet,  fo  that  there  may  be  a  competency  made  up. 

Upon  their  application  to  us,  we  judging  it  moft  convenient,  yea  neceflary,  that  this 
town,  with  fome  of  the  adjacent  country  mould  be  ereded  into  a  parifh,  cherifhed  this- 
their  pious  defign ;  telling  them,  that  we  intended  to  recommendit  to  the  commiflioa 
of  the  general  alTembly:  that  they  may  interpofe  with  ^e  lords  and  other  honourable 
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members  of  the  refpeftive  judicatories,  before  wbom  this  aflair  (ball  come,  for  the  better 
effeSuating  the  fame.'  for  the  town  itfelf  is  coiifiderable,  and  the  principal  one  in  the 
country  much  frequented  by  the  gentry  ;  as  alfo  by  (Iranger^,  in  the  fummer  time. 
And  thdr  minifter  preaching  feldom  here,  they  are  ordinarily  delKtute  of  gofpel  ordi- 
nances ;  the  people  fcarce  being  able,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and  almod  impofSble  for 
them  in  the  winter,  to  travel  to  the  next  church,  where  their  minifter  preacheth  :  it 
being  about  four  miles  diftanc^  from  them,  of  exceeding  bad  way,  as  we  knew  when 
we  did  perambulate  the  bounds.  Which  want  of  ordinances  maketh  their  cafe  very  fad 
and  dq>lorable  ;  it  nurfeth  ignorance,  occaftoneth  much  Hn,  efpecially  horrid  profa- 
nation of  the  Lord's  Day  by  Grangers  as  well  as  by  inhabitants  ;  and  doth  effeduatly 
obllrufl  the  converlion  of  fouls  ;  preaching  of  the^ord  being  a  fpecial  means  of  coQ' 
vincing  and  converting  fmners,  and  building  them  up  in  holinefs  and  comfort  through 
rfaith  unto  falvation. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  town  is  the  callle  or  citadel  of  Lerwick,  begun  to  be  built  in 
the  time,  of  the  Dutch  war  anno  1665  -,  by  workmen  fent  by  authority  from  Scotland, 
for  that  end,  but  the  work  was  never  perfected,  the  workmen  returning  home  anno  1667. 
At  that  time  alfo  three  hundred  foldiers  were  fent  over,  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
^gainft  the  hollile  incurfions  of  the  Hollanders,  and  were  quartered  in  places  near  to  the 
fort,  who  likewife  returned  home  about  the  fame  time  with  the  workmen  :  the  gani. 
fon  could  do  much  to  command  the  Sound  (for  then  there  was  no  town  here)  fo  that 
none  durft  land  nigh  unto  them  ;  the  walls  are  yet  in  a  good  condition,  high  in  fome 
places  without,  but  filled  up  with  earth  within,  whereon  they  raifed  their  cannon ;  in 
the  weakeft  part  of  the  wall  towards  the  north,  there  hath  been  a  fally-port,  dangerous 
to  attack,  by  reafon  of  a  .deep-ditch  brfbre  it,  fed  by  a  fpring,  imo  which  the  garrifon 
by  cunning  artifices  might  endeavour  to  draw  the  enemy,  who,  by  the  ftratagems  of  war 
thus  being  brought  on  and  enfnared,  did  incontinently  fink  down  into  the  Sound  below 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  hiH,  whereupon  the  caftle  is  fuuated  :  within  the  walls  is  a  houfe 
of  guard,  which  hath  been  two  ftories  high,  burnt  by  the  Dutch,  after  that  our  foldiers 
had  left  the  fort.  Upon  the  walls  towards  the  Sound  are  (landing  three  iron  cannons, 
one  a  fix,  another  a  feven,  and  a  third  a  ten-pounder,  not  left  by  tbefe  who  kept  garri> 
fon, -but  fmce  that  time  withm  thefe  thirty  years  taken  out  of  the  fea  m'gh  to  Whalfey, 
a  (hip  of  forccthere  being  caft  away  about  eighty  years  before,  which  guns  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Xerwick  lately  mounted  upon  the  walls  of  the  caflle,  whereby  they  m'ght  be  in 
a  capacity  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  Freiu:h  privateers,  who  at  any  time  (hould 
>Come  lip  the  Sound  and  affault  them. 

Between  ,Lerwick  and  the  ifle  of  Brafla  on  the  ea(l  tieth  a  pleafant  bay  or  found,  com- 
inonly  called  Braffa  Sound,  famous  for  its  being  fo  &fe  a  road  for  (hips  to  anchor  and 
ride  ilt,  and  that  in  the  greateft  ftorm,  being  inclofed  with  land  on  every  fide,  except 
the  entry  thereunto  from  the  fouth,  wWch  is  half  a  mile  broad,  but  within  the  found  as 
at  Lerwick  it  is  a  mile  *,  it  hath  another  narrow  paifage  at  the  north  end  of  it,  but  dan- 
gerous to  go  out  or  in  at,  becaufe  of  forae  blind  rocks  therein.  This  found  is  the  or- 
dinary place  to  which  the  Holland  bufhes  do  refort  in  time  of  herring  fifhing,  who,  be* 
fore  they  .put  out  their  nets,  (which  muft  not  be,  according  to  a  law  they  have  among 
themfelves,  before  the  24t'h  of  June,)  ufe  to  come  here  and  put  themfelves  fhips  and 
nets  in  order,  and  the  time  by  them  appointed  being  come,  they  all  go  to  fea  together, 
fifhing  near  to  this  land :  fometimes  there  have  been  feen  in  the  Sound  two  thoufand, 
or  two  thoufand  two  hundred  fail  at  once,  and  every  year  fome  hundreds  as  five,  fix,  or 
/even  hundred.    Tea  fometimes  fo  thick  do  the  (hips  fie  in  the  found,  that  they  fay  men 
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i«igiit  go  from  one  fide  of  the  found  to  the  other,  fieppinp;  from  fliip  to  (liip  ;  and  dii  - 
ring  iheir  fifliinf^  they  will  come  in  to  the  found  for  frelh  water,  or  other  uoceflary 
provifion,  and  return  to  fea  again. 

To  this  parifh  of  Tinpwal  alfo  bdongeth  Scalloway,  lying  on  the  well  fide  of  ths 
Mainland,  four  miles,  which  is  the  breadth  of  the  country  in  that  place  from  I.erwlck. 
It  was  formerly  the  chief  town  in  the  coimtry,  and  the  feat  of  the  preibylerj',  enjoying  by 
far  a  pleafanter  fituation  than  Lerwick,  about  which  is  f;ood  grafs  and  corn,  »nd  fomc 
meadow,  betwixt  which  and  the  church  of  Tingwal  is  the  Strath  of  Tingwal,  two  miKs 
of  hard,  even,  and  pleafant  way  j  they  fay  about  Scalloway  is  as  pleafant  a  fpot  as  i>  in 
all  this  country.  Jn  all  the  towns  there  will  be  fcarce  eighty  or  one  hundred  perfons, 
there  not  being  fuch  encouragement  by  trade  to  live  here  as  at  Lerwick. 

At  the  eaft  or  fouth-eall  end  of  the  town  flands  the  caftle  of  Scalloway,  built  ann'i 
1600,  by  Patrick  Earl  of  Orkney,  fon  to  Robert  Stewart  alfo  Earl  of  Orkney,  who 
built  the  palace  of  Birfa  formerly  mentioned  :  above  the  gates,  as  w,e  enter  into  the 
lioufe,  there  is  this  infcription,  Patricius  Orchadia  £s*  ZeHandia  Comes,  and  below  (he  in- 
Icription  this  diftich,  Cujm  fundamen  faicum  eji  domus  ilia  mancbit ;  Labilts  e  contra,  ftjtt 
arena  pent.  That  houfe  whofe  foundation  is  on  a  rock  fhall  (land;  but  if  the  fand  it 
fhallfall.  The  reafon  of  the  infcription  is  reported  to  be  this;  the  Earl  greatly  op* 
prefled  both  Orkney  and  Zetlaod }  and  particularly  at  the  building  of  this  houfe,  his 
hand  lay  very  heavy  on  (he  poor  people,  by  caufing  them  in  great  numbers  to  be  em- 
ployed about  the  building,  which  could  not  but  divert  them  from  their  ordinary  work,  as 
filhmg,&c.  whereby  they  provided  fudenance  for  themfelves  and  iamilJes.  After  this, 
one  Mr.  Piicaim,  minifter  of  North  Meyan,  faid  to  be  a  godly  and  zealous  man,  coming 
to  pay  his  refpefls  to  the  Earl,  the  Ezrl  defired  him  to  compofe  a  verfe,  which  he  might 
put  upon  the  frontifpiece  of  his  houfe  ;  from  (his  (he  minifter  took  occafion  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Earl  his  great  fm  of  opprefCon,  upon  which  the  Earl's  anger  was  incenfed,  and 
in  his  rage  he  threatened  him  with  imprifonment.  However  the  Eari  afterwards  coming 
to  fome  compofure  of  fpirit,  Mr.  Pitcairn  faid  unto  him.  Well  if  you  will  have  a  verfe,  I 
fhall  give  you  one  from  exprefs  words  of  holy  fcripiure,  Luke  vi ;  which  verfe  the  Earl 
being  pleafed  with,caufed  it  to  be  infcribed  on  the  lintel  above  the  gate,  with  Luke  vi.  added 
to  the  verfe,  the  minifter  thereby  infinuating  that  this  houfe  could  not  ftand  long,  having 
fuch  a  faody  foundation  as  opprefSon.  As  indeed  neither  did  it,  for  ihortly  after  the 
Earl  being  beheaded,  the  houfe  waA  not  taken  care  of,  and  is  now  become  ruinous. 

And  herein  the  wife  providence  of  God  may  be  obferved',  that  as  the  infcription^  on 
the  gate  of  the  palace  of  Birfa  in  Orkney  did  liold  forth  the  ambition  of  the  father,  fo 
this  infcription  on  the  gate  of  the  cadle  of  Scalloway  in  Zetland  did  fhew  the  opprenion 
of  the  fon ;  and  though  it  may  be  many  years  fince  ilie  death  of  them  both,  yet  the 
very  houfes  built -by  them,  to  make  their  honour  and  grandeur  to  appear,  do  yet  ftand 
to  their  diOtonour  and  ini^my,  and  in  3  manner  do  bear  witnefs  againft  them  ;  fo  truly 
verified  in  them,  is  that  fcripture,  "  That  though  the  inward  thoughts  of  great  men 
be  that  their  houfes  ftiall  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dwelling  places  to  ail  generations  ; 
neverthelefs  they  being  in  honour  and  not  underftandiiig,  are  like  the  beafts  that  perifh. 
And  the  righteous  Ihall  be  in  everlafting  remembrance :  but  the  name  of  the  wicked 
fliall  rot.'* 

The  houfe  or  caftle  is  three  ftories  high  befideldtchens  and  wardrobe,  and  hath  in  it 
many  excellent  chambers,  and  other  apartments TOth  their  feveral  conveniences;  alfo  there 
hath  been  much  good  painting,  fome  of  which  is  yet  to  be  feen,  though  much  defaced  ; 
the  chambers  are  high  between  floors,  but  efpecially  the  gallery  or  dining-room  :  in  the 
kitchen  there  is  a  well  in  the  ftde  of  a  wall,  the  water  whereof  is  vciy  good  though 
yoi.  in.  50  little 
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little  urcd  :  the  flates  have  for  the  moft-part  fallen  from  the  roof,  and  are  daily  falling 
with  every  ftorm,  fo  that  the  limber,  much  of  which  is  yet  very  good  and  frefli,  is  be* 
ginning  to  rot  and  confiime,  by  the  rain  falling  through  the  houfe  from  floor  to  floor. 
The  ftone  walls  are  yet  in  a  gopd  condition,  they  being  confiderably  thick ;  in  the  build- 
ing are  many  free-ftones,  as  linlel3,^ams,  &c.  which  they  fay  were  brought  from  Scot- 
land. 1  give  a  more  particuUr  account  of  this  houfe,  becaufe  built  in  this  country,  and 
to  {hew  how  iranfient,  pafUng,  and  perifhing,  the  glory  and  riches  of  the  world  are.  la 
this  caIHe  of  Scalloway  feme  Englifh  foldiers  for  fome  time  kept  garrifon,  when  their 
armv  was  in  Scotland. 

Ijiti  church  of  Wifdale,  which  belongeth  to  this  parifii,  18  hiuch  fr^uented  by  the  fu- 
perltitious  country  people,  who  light  candles  therein,  drop  money  in  and  about  it,  go 
on  their  bare  knees  round  it,  and  to  which  in  their  ftraits  and  ficknefs  they  have  their  re- 
c,ourfe,  yea  Tome  are  fo  Ally  as  to  think,  that  if  they  be  in  any  diHrefs,  though  not  at  this 
church,  yet  if  they  turn  their  faces  to  it,  God  will  hear  them.  One  of  the  juftices  told 
us,  that  though  they  have  laid  out  themfelves  to  get  thefe  fuperflitious  conceits  eradicat- 
ed, yet  they  cannot  get  it  altogether  effectuated,  but  ftilltbey  continue  among  thepeo- 
pie.  A  minider  alfo  told  me,  that  it  was  much  frequented  by  women,  who,  when  they 
defire  to  marry,  went  to  this  church  making  their  vows  and  faying  their  prayers  there, 
fo  alTuring  themftlves  that  God  would  caufe  men  come  in  fuit  of  them  ;  but  this  is  not 
now  fo  much  in  ufe  as  formerly.  ■  / 

Before  Scalloway  lieth  a  liLtle  ifle  called  Troudra  two  or  three  miles  long,  wherein  are 
a  few  families. 

The  third  parilh  is  Nellon  to  the  eafl  of  the  Main,  to  which  belongs  four  churches, 
two  on  the  main,  and  other  two  in  iOes ;  in  Nefton  is  good  harbouring  uid  many  grey 
tidies. 

To  the  norih-eafl  lies  the  ifle  of  Whalfey,  wher«n  is  a  church,  it  is  about  three  miles 
long  and  as  many  broad.  Here  are  great  rats  and  very  numerous,  which  do  infeft  the 
ille,  deltroying  their  corns  and  other  goods. 

From  Whalfey  to  the  eaft  lies  the  Skerries,  feveral  broken  ifles,  wherein  is  a 
church,  here  are  two  good  harbours,  but  dangerous  to  enter,  by  reafon  of  rocks  thae 
lie  before  them,  but  when  in,  feips  will  ride  very  fafely :  there  are  no  pites  in  them, 
but  many  fliips  being  call  away  upon  them,  the  inhabitants  make  ufe  of  the  wreck  for 
bum-wood,  and  alfo  bring  fome  pites  irom  Whalfey.  Here  was  call  away  that  great 
and  rich  (hip,  called  theCarmelanofAmderdam,  anno  i664,whenthe  war  was  between 
us  and  the  liollunders,  computed  to  the  value  of  3,000,000  of  guilders,  wherein  were 
fome  chefts  of  coined  gold  (of  which  more  above  in  our  defcri[rtioa  of  Orkttey,)  and 
ncHie  of  the  men,  as  they  report,  'were  faved  but  four,  who  were  on  the  top-raaft,  dif' 
covering  the  land ;  but  before  they  could  give  timely  advertifement  to  the  capt^,  the 
ihip  (truck  on  a  rock,  and  the  mall  breaking  by  the  deck,  the  top  thereof  felt  on  one  of 
the  (kernes,  and  fo  thefe  four  men  perilbed  not  with  the  reft  of  their  company  ;  they 
fay  for  twenty  days  after  the  inhabitants  of  the  Skerries  drank  Uberally  of  the  (Irong 
liquors  driven  ou  (hore  ia  ca(ks.  It  is  faid  this  flup  fo  richly  laden  was  bound  for  the 
Eaft-Indies. 

In  the  way  from  Bralla  Soundto  Nefton,  lies  the  blind  rock  called  the  Unicom,  the 
top  whereof  is  feenat  alow  ebb,'updnwhi(Jithe  (hip  called  the  Unicom  wascaft  away, 
wherein  ^as  William  Kircaldy  of  Grange,  who,  puriumg  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  followed 
him  fo  clofe,  that  they  were  within  gun  (hot  of  one  another,  but  Bothwell  coming  fird 
through  Braffa  Sound  got  in  a  pilot,  which  Grange  negledHng  to  do,  they  both  (ailed 
ibrough  the.  north&ra  ^Hage  of  Brafl^  Sound  >.  aiul  Bothwel's  pilot  having  a  great  re- 
gard 
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^rtrd  promifed  him,  if  they  fliould  efcape,  ran  down  by  the  fide  of  this  rock  upon  vhich 
the  Unicorn  did  ftiih,  and  fo  Bothwel  got  free  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  by  this  hot 
purbit.     It  is  mou  dangerous  failing  among  thefe  ifles  without  a  pilot. 

The  fourth  parifli  is  Delton  on  the  Main,  wherein  are  two  churches,  it  lieth  north-eaft 
and  fouth-eaft  ;  here  are  many  grey  fifties  taken,  whereas  in  thenorthertiifles  of  Unfl: 
and  Yell  they  lay  out  themfelves  more  for  the  taking  of  white  fifti,  as  killing,  ling,  &c. 

On  the  eaft  lies  Fiftiolm,  to  the  north<eall  Little  Rue,  and  on  the  weft  Meikle  Rue, 
eight  miles  long,  and  two  miles  broad,  wherein  a  good  harbour.  All  thefe  ifles' have 
their  own  advantages. 

The  fifth  is  Sanding  and  Efting  lying  on  the  Main  between  Delton  and  Waes  wherein 
are  two  kirks,  one  in  Sanfting  and  another  in  £fl:ing,  The  way  in  this  parifti  is  very 
bad,  and  the  people  are  faid  to  be  among  the  pooreft  and  naughtiefl  in  all  the  country  ; 
here  is  good  pafture  for  ftieep,  and  the  belt  wool ;  as  alfo  the  bell  (helties.    ^ 

Nigh  to  Sanding  and  Efting  lie  feveral  fmatl  pleafont  ifles,  Vemantrie,  a  pleafant  ifle 
SM  of  harbours,  Oxney,  Papa  Little,  Hildeflia,  &c. 

The  fixth  is  Waes  on  the  main  to  the  weft,  to  it  belongs  four  churches,  one  in  Waes, 
'another  in  Sahdnefs,  the  third  in  the  ifle  of  Papa-!ftour,  and  the  fourth  in  the  ifle  of 
f  owla.  To  the  fouth  of  Waes  lieth  the  ifle  of  Vaila,  wherdn  a  cat  mil  not  lire,  of 
which  more  afterwards. 

The  ifle  of  Papa-ftour  is  fatd  to  be  the  pleafanteft  little  ifle  in  all  this 'country,  two  miles 
long,  and  welt  fumiftied  jvith  fuel,  grafs,  corn,  rabbits,  &c.  In  it  are  four  good  har* 
bours,  one  to  the  fouth,  two  to  the  north,  and  one  to  the  weft,  High  to  this  ifle  lies  the 
Lyra  Skerries,  fo  called,  becaufe  the  lyres  (thefe  fat  fowls,  fp^eo  of  in  our  defcription 
of  Orkney,)  do  frequent  this  Skerrie. 

Foula  lies  about  eighteen  miles  weft  from  the  Main,  it  is  about  three  miles  long, 
wheran  a  high  rock  Teen  at  a  great  diftance  I  have  heard  fay,  .that  in  a  calm  and 
clear  day,  they  will  fee  it  from  Orkney  :  there  is  only  one  place  in  it  for  harbouring, 
vhich  if  you  do  not  hit,  you  will  be  drivHi  lo  the  fea,  what  by  wind  and  tide.  Their 
corn  land  is  all  in  one  end  of  it ;  and  the  inhabitants  live  mofl:  by  fowls  and  eggs,  which 
are  very  numerous,  and  they  are  the  beft  climbers  of  rocks  in  all  the  coantry. 

The  feventh  is  North-Mevan  on  the  Main  lying  to  the  nOTth,  wherein  are  three  kirks, 
HUfwick.  Oloberry  and  North-Rhae,  they  report,  the  people  of  this  parifli  to  be  dif- 
creet  and  civi^zed,  beyond  their  neighbouring  parishes ;  which,  under  God,  is  owing 
to  the  labours  of  Mr.  Hercules.  Sinclair,  fometime  minifter  there,  reputed  to  be  zealous 
bnd  futhfiil :  he,  in  his  zeal  againft  fuperdition,  razed  Crofs-Kirk,  in  this  parifli ;  be- 
caufe the  people  fuperflidoufly  frequented  it :  and  when  demolifhed,  behind  the  place 
wjiere  the  altar  flood,  and  alfo  benyaththe  pulpit,  were  found  feveral  pieces  of  filverin 
"various  ftiapes,  brought  thither  as  offerings  by  afflifted  people,  fome  being  in  the  forni 
of  a  head,  others  of  an  arm,  others  of  a  foot,  accordingly  is  the  officers  were  diftrelTed 
in  thefe  parts  of  the  body ;  as  a  friend  of  his,  a  prefent  minifter  in  the  country,  did  in- 
ibrm  me.  O  that  the  pains  and  expence  thefe  fuperftitious  fouls  have  been  at,  mightexcite 
i»  the  more  dutifully  to  ferve  and  worfliip  our  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  !  There  are 
»lfo  many  more  people  in  this  parilh,  who  can  write  and  read,  and  give  a  tolerable  ac- 
count of  their  pro6ciency  in  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  religion,  than  there  are 
in  others. 

Before  it  lies  Lamma  a  fmall  pleafant  ifle ;  as  alfo  another  to  the  weft-north'Wcft. 

The  eighth  is  Brafla,  an  ifle  to  the  eaft  of  Tingwal  and  Lerwick  to  which  three 
churches  do  belong,  two  in  Brafl*a,  but  only  in  one  of  them,  they  ufe  to  attend  ordi- 
Bences }  the  other  being  buiU  nigh  to  the  manfe,  for  their  late  old  minifter's  accommoda- 
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tion.  Brafla  is  about  five  miles  long  and  two  broad,  all  co?ered  with  heather,  ex«pt 
fome  com  land  by  the  coads.  Before  BraiTa  to  the  eaft  lies  the  Nofs  of  Braila,  a  fmall 
iile  wherein  is  one  i^mily ;  it  hath  a  high  rock  lying  opea  to  the  eaft  fea,  and  feea  by 
jnsriners  at  a  didance. 

The  ininifter  of  Bi-afla  alfo  hath  a  church  in  the  ifle  of  Burra,  which  he  goeth  to  eyery 
fecond  Sabbath,  it  lying  nigh  to  the  Mainland,  we(l-fouth-we(l  from  Scalloway,  fo  that 
the  mioifter  is  obliged  to  travel  from  the  eail  to  the  weft  fide  of  the  Maialaod  wh^  he 
goeth  to  this  bis  church.  The  ifle  will  be  three  miles  long,  divided  in  the  middle  into 
two  fmall  ifles  by  a  Tea-break.  The  church  is  very  large,  and  hath  a  high  fteeple  in  ir. 
To  the  fouth-  fouth-eaft  of  Burra  lies  Haveroy,  a  mile  and  a  half  long.  Both  in  Burra 
and  Haveroy  is  good  pafture,  and  about  them  good  filhing. 

The  ninth  is  Yell,  an  ifle  north-eaft  and  by  the  eaft  from  the  Main,  fixteen  miles  loi^, 
and  as  to  breadth  it  is  much  like  the  figure  8,  becaufe  of  the  many  creeks  and  voes 
which  divide  and  cut  the  land,  yet  in  fome  places  it  is  fix  or  eight  miles  broad  :  in  it 
are  three  churches  and  many  old  little  chapels  ;  it  is  more  moify  than  fome  other  ii]es» 
though  there  be  in  it  fome  good  pafturage  and  corn  land.  To  the  eaft  of  Tell  lies 
Halluifhie,  two  miles  long ;  to  the  fouth-weft  Samphrey,  one  mile  long ;  to  the  weft- 
fouth-weft  Biggai,  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  all  pleafant,  and  well  grafled,  having  much 
fuel,  and  efpecially  excellent  for  fifliing ;  for  if  the  wind  blow  from  the  weft,  the  boats 
can  lie  on  the  eaft ;  if  from  the  eaft,  they  can  Ue  on  the  weft  ftde  of  thefe  illes,  and  that 
nigh  to  the  fliore. 

To  the  eaft-north-eaft  of  Yell  lies  Fetlor,  five  miles  k«ig  and  four  tvoad ;"  m  it  fome 
chapels  and  Fifls  houfes,  as  there  are  likewife  in  feveral  other  of  the  illes.  In  this  ifle 
there  is  a  church  wherein  the  minifter  of  Yell  preacheth  every  fourth  Sabbath  ;  it  ufed 
formerly  fo  have  been  ferved  by  a  preaching  deacon,  but  the  vicar  by  his  diligence  halh 
got  the  minider  of  Yell  alfo  obliged  to  ferve  in  Fetlor,  though  Yell  be  more  than  fuffi> 
^ient  for  any  one  man  to  have  the  charge.of. 

The  tenth  parifh  is  Unft,  eight  miles  long,  and  four  miles  broad  in  many  places  ;  in 
it  three  churches ;  it  is  faid  to  be  the  largeft  pleafant  ifle  in  all  this  country :  in  it  alfo 
three  harbours,  Uzia  Sound,  Biilta  Sound,  and  Burra  Firth ;  here  fome  good  com  land 
andpafturage  ;  alfo  feveral  old  chapels  (of  which  more  afterwards).  A  little  ifle  called 
Uzia  lieth  off  Unft,  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  as  likewife  feveral  pleafant  holms.  Unft 
is  the  moft  northern  ifle  in  the  King  of  Britain's  dominions,  under  the  fixty.firft  de- 
gree of  latitude. 

Thus  I  have  given  fome  account  rf  the  feveral  pariflies  within  the  bounds  of  the  ifles 
and  country  of  Zetland,  and  hinted  at,  if  not  all,  yet  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifles,  the 
principal  whereof  are  Unft,  Yell,  Fetlor,  Brafla,  at)d  Burra. 

Whence  we  fee  there  is  no  minifter  hwe,  but  hath  at  leaft  two  churches,  wherein  he 
difpenfeth  gofpel  ordinances,  and  fome  of  thetn  hath  three,  and  others  four.  Some  of 
which  churches  are  at  a  great  diftance  from  one<  another,  to  travel  to  which  is  not  only 
toilfome  and  dangerous  to  the  refpe£tive  minifters,  they  alfo  not  having  little  manfes  or 
houfes  for  their  accommodation  when  they  come  to  them  \  though  often  when  ftorms 
do  arife  they  will  be  detained  in  the  ifles  for  fome  time  unul  they  leflen  :  not  only  I 
fay  is  this  troublefome  to  the  minifters,  but  highly  prejudicial  to  the  people,  among 
whom  the  work  of  the  gofpel  is  greatly  retarded  (as  we  had  occafion  likewife  to  note 
concerning  Orkney),  few  of  the  people  ufing  to  repair  to  other  churches  when  there  is- 
not  public  worfliip  at  their  own,  which  at  moft  will  be  but  one  of  twa  Sabbaths,  and  ia 
many  places  but  one  in  three  or  four,  and  in  fome  not  to  be  had  for  fome  months, 
which  as  undoubtedly  occafionetb  great  ignorance,  fo  manj;  grols  fcandale,  as  adulteries, 
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Ibmications,  &c. ;  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  gofpel  doing  much,  if  not  to  convince 
and  convert,  yet  to  moralife  a  people,  and  put  a  reftraint  to  ihefe  horrid  enormities. 

And  though  the  difEculty  would  not  be  fmall,  if  at  all  it  could  be  got  done,  to  have 
miniders  conftantly  to  preach  in  the  feveral  churches,  even  in  the  mod  confiderable 
iflee,  yet  there  might  be  fome  more  minifters  here  than  there  are ;  four  or  five  at  leaft, 
to  whom  the  tithes,  if  rightly  employed,  could  aSbrd  a  fufficient  maintenance  ;  as  one 
miniller  more  in  the  parifh  of  DunrofSiefs  on  the  main,  and  another  in  the  ifle  of  YeHj 
&c.,  which  charges  at  prefent  are  very  great,  and  cannot  well  be  ferved  by  the  minifters 
they  have.  The  tithes  are  farmed  to  vicars,  a  kind  of  inferior  tackfmen,  who  in  feme 
places  do  not  ooly  opprefs  the  people,  but  are  uncafy  to  the  minifters,  not  paying  them 
what  they  are  obliged  to  pay  tilt  they  pleafe,  which  often  they  will  not  do  for  fome  years. 
The  minifters,  fuSering  by  this  piece  of  injuftice,  laid  it  before  the  commilTion,  as  one 
of  then:  grievances,  which  they  craved  might  be  redre&d,  and  for  that  end  applicatiort. 
might  be  made  to  the  government. 

Chap.  V\il.—An  Jeeount ef  the  ancient MonumenUtCurioJitiestJirangf  Providencesy  ^u 
moji  obfervable  in  the  IJIes  of  Zetland,^ 

lllE  works  of  creation  and  providence  are  all  very  wonderful,  fought  out  of  thetn 
vho  have  pleafure  theron,  amongfk  which  foine^nore  ordinarily  occur  and  are  thefub- 
je£l  of  our  meditation,  and  others  not  fo  commonly  prefenting  themfetves  are  the  more 
furprifiog  and  amufmg :  both  which  are  to  be  had  a  due  regard  unto,  they  bdng  either 
mediately  or  immediately,  by  or  without  feeond  caufes,  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
operation  of  his  hands ;  and  feeing  there  are  fome  things  that  deferve  their  own  obfer- 
vation,  which  either  I  had  occafion  to  fee  or  to  hear  of  in  Zetland,  I  fhali  give  a-brief 
relation  thereof,  not  denying  but  that  there  may  be  other  things  no  Ie&,  if  not  more, 
obfervable  there  which  we  came  not  to  the  knowledge  of. 

The  Pifts  houfes,  which  are  frequent  through- this  country,  the  inhabitants  take  much: 
;iotice  <^,  as  being  the  ancientefl  muiumerUs  they  have,  fome  of  which  are  more,  others, 
lefs  ruinous;  they  are  round,  in  the  form  of  fome  dove-cotes,  or  fomething  like  unto 
an  egg  bulging  out  in  the  middle,  but  narrower  at  the  bottom,  and  yet  more  narrower 
at  the  top :  they  have  a  little  door  for  an  entry,  at  which  a  man  of  an  ordinal^  ftature 
could  not  enter  without  bowing,  within  which  door  there  is  a  ftair  going  up  between 
.  two  Hone  waUs,  leading  to  the  feveral  apartments  :  inflead  of  windows  they  have  flits, 
or  long  narrow  holes  in  the  wall,  ftich  as  are  in  many  of  our  old  caftles  for  the  con- 
veyance of  light  unto  them :  they  are  ftrongly  built,  but  the  conveniency  for  dwelling 
hath  been  but  little }  for  their  diameter  is  but  about  ten  or  twelve  feet,  and  their  height 
fcarce  twenty  or  twenty-four.  I  think  thefe  Pifts  houfes  are  much  like  Arthur's  oven 
upon  the  water  of  Carron,  in  Stirling-fliire. 

Thefe  have  been  the  domiciles  or  dwellmgs  of  the  Pifts,  tlte  old  if  not  the  firft  inha- 
bitants of  this  country,  who. were  very  numerous  in  the  north  of  Scotland;  and  in 
Orkney  having  their  own  kings,  as  hath  been  faid  ia  our  defcription  of  Orkney.  They 
are  conveniently  fituated  through  the  illes,  each  one  being  within  the  fight  of  another;, 
hence  in  a  few  hours  advertifements  could  be  given  by  fire,  or  other  figns  they  might 
condefcend  upon,  throt^h  the  whole  country,  figtiifying  unto  them  any  danger,  that 
being  thereby  alarmed  they  might  meet  together,  or  be  upon  their  own  defence.  Thefe 
houfes  are  alfo  called  burghs,  which  in  the  old  Teutonick  or  Saxon  language  fignifieih. 
a  town  having  a  wall  or  fome  kind  of  an  enclofure  about  it ;  as  alfo  a  caftle,  for  as  one 
obferveth  pi  faisDi^oary,  or  explaQation  of  our  moft  ancient  Eoglilh  words :  "  All 
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places  that  in  old  time  had  among  our  anceftors  the  name  of  borough,  bury,  orbumg, 
were  places  one  way  or  other  fenced  and  fortified..  Whence  if  appears  that  thefe  boufes 
have  been  cadles,  or  places  of  defence,  to  the  Pl^,  feeing  it  is  generally  acknow* 
ledged  that  both  the  Pifts  and  the  Saxons  were  originally  defcended  of  the  fame  Gcr> 
man  nation,  and  fo  might  call  their  caftlee  by  the  fame  name.  I  have  alfo  heard  it  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  Orkney  feveral  places,  wherein  of  old  they  ufed  to  bury  thnr  dead,  were 
called  burghs  ;  lb  tikewife  thefe  houfes  in  Zetland  might  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
from  the  Saxon  word  byring^  or  buriging,  or  boregeiag,  which  we  now  call  burying, 

I  enquired  if  there  was  any  place  or  hill  here  which  they  call  Thule  or  Uie,  if  fo  b« 
we  could  receive  any  information  or  light  from  them  concerning  the  Thuie  of  the  an^ 
cieirts  J  but  they  anfwered  they  knew  none  of  that  name,  only  there  was  an  ifle  whesiein 
a  high  hii  1  called  Foala,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Mainland  ;  but  to  fuppofe  that  ever  the 
ancient  Romans  underflood  Thule  thereby,  befide  other  things  that  might  be  alledged,  it 
would  be  a  manifeft  ftretching  of,  and  an  offering  violence  to  the  word  :  but  although 
what  this  place  is  hath  been  much  controverted  by  ancient  and  modem  authors,  attempt- 
ing the  difcovery  thereof,  yet  it  is  generally  agreed  upon  that  it  is  toward  the  north, 
and  many  take  it  to  be  one  of  the  Britilh  ifles ;  and  a  late  author,  in  an  Eflay  concern- 
ing the  Thule  of  the  Ancients,  endeavoureth  to  prove  it  to  be  the  nonh-eafl:  part  of 
Britain,  lying  over-againft  the  ifles  of  Orkneys  citing  fome  authors  to  this  purpofe,  as 
Conradus  Celtes  ;  Orcadibus  qua  cin^a  fms  Tyle  et  glacialis  infula  et  Claadtan,  tnadtte- 
Tunt  fangmne  fttfo  Orcades  incaluit  Piilorum  /anguine  Tbule  ;  Scotorum  cumuht  Jlevit  gla~ 
f talis  lerne.  And  others  who  call  Thule  Britantiiearum  infalarum  fepttntrienalijjimamy 
the  moll 'northern  of  the  Bntilh  illes.  Iceland  alfo  lays  claim  to  it ;  and  the  above 
cited  author  fuppofeth  Iceland  to  be  the  Thule,  bu^I  judge  without  any  ihadow  of 
truth ;  for  befide  what  is  now  faid,  1  greatly  doubt  if  ever  the  Romans  had  the  know- 
ledge of  Iceland,  their  eagles  never  having  come  and  been  difplayed  to  the  north  of 
Scotland  or  Orkney :  Imperii  fuerat  Romani  Scotia  limes,  faith  the  great  ScaUger. 
Ftolomy  will  have  it  to  be  among  the  ifles  of  Zetland  :  and  Boeth,  our  hiftorian,  dilUn- 
guifheth  between  a  hrfl;  and  a  Tecond  Thule,  calling  Ila  the  firft,  and  Louifa  the  fecond, 
which  are  reckoned  among  the  ifles  called  Hebrides.  So  faith  Boeth.  "  Ptoiomaai 
inter  Scbetbiandicas  h/ulas  que  ultra  Orchades  funt,  eut  proxime  Norvegiam  Jham  ■vu/t, 
baud  qaaquam  propter  immenfam  interrapedinem  inteUigi  potejl.  Nos  autem  Ilam  primam 
■Leuifam  Hebridum  prgsftantijftmam  fccundam  Tbulen  mcamui.  But  I  incline  to  think, 
that  although  fome  might  defign  a  particular  place  by  the  Thule,  yet  generally  by  a 
fynecdoche,  ufual  with  the  Roman  authors^  they  might  denote  all  thefe  places  remote 
from  ihem  to  ihg  north,  and  efpecially  Britain,  andthe  northern  parte  thereof,  whither 
their  arms  did  come. 

In  the  parifh  of  North-Mevan  is  Mons  Ronaldi,  or  Rcwis  Hill,  the  highell  in  all  this 
country,  from  which  fome  do  fay  they  will  fee  the  body  of  the  fun  all  thenight  over  in 
the  month  of  June ;  which  cannot  be  for  the  rea-fon  alledged  in  our  defcription  of  Ork- 
ney, why  it  could  not  be  feen  from  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Hoy  i  though  reafon  and  ex- 
perience fliew  they  have  a  clearer  light  in  Zetland  in  the  night-time,  daring  the  fummer 
ieafon,  than  they  can  have  in  Orkney,*  Zetland  being  more  than  a  degree  to  the  north 
of  Orkney,  and  confequently  ay  the  ftjther  north  the  fliorter  night,  till  at  length  there 
be  no  night  at  all ;  fo  that  if  it  were  polfible  to  fail  holding  a  northern  courfe  till  we 
were  under  the  pole,  having  it  for  oar  zenith  or  vertical  point,  we  would  have  a  con- 
tinual day  without  any  night  for  feveral  monthfc,  the  fun  aH  that  time  defcribing  a  circle 
almoft  parallel  to  our  horizon ;  I  fay  almofl  parallel,  becaufe  befide  the  diurnal,  tK^re 
is  alfo  the  anuual  mouoa  of  the  fun  ia  the  ecliptic.  O  how  exa^  and  beautiful  dti 
lo  .  ^^         oijder 
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order  and  fymmetry  ia  to  be  feen  in  the  works  of  God ;  they  all  fpeaking  forth  the 
goodners,  wifdom,  and  power  of  their  Maker. 

What  a  wonderful  creature  Is  the  fun,  "  coming  forth  as  a^  bridegroom  out  of  his 
chamber,  and  rejoicinjt  as  a  flrong  man  to  run  his  race,"  abfolving  every  day  his  cir- 
cuit  round, our  terreftrial  globe  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  travelling  every  year  between 
his  tropics  (the  limits  and  boundaries  prefcribed  him  of  God,  beyond  which  be  is  not 
to  pafs),  from  fouth  to. north  and  from  north  to  foiith,  giving  (horter  days  to  lliofe  who 
inhabit' the  middle  of  the  earth  under  the  torrid  zone,  they  not  bein^  able  to  bear  his 
longer  continuance  above  their  horizon,  becaufe  of  his  fcorching  heat,  but  longer  to 
ihefe  who  can  better  endure  it"  under  the  temperate,  and  yet  longeft  to  ihefe  who  live 
neareft  to  the  frigid  zones,  or  to  the  poles,  whom  his  heat  cannot  prejudice,  as  it  ^'^th 
thefe  who  live  under  or  near  to  the  line  or  middle  cf  the  earth,  on  whom  he  darteth. 
down  his  perpendicular  rays  ;  wherefore  the  wifdom  of  his  Maker  will  have  him  flay  a 
Ihorter  time  above  their  horizon.  How  wonderful  then  in  counfel  and  excellent  in 
working  is  this  God,  whereupon  not  only  his  faints  do  blefs  him  for  the  benefits  where- 
with they  are  loaden,  but  all  his  works  do  praife  him  after  their  manner ! 

There  are  feveral  caves  here  or  hollow  places  in  and  through  the  rocks ;  particularly 
there  is  one  in  the  ifle  of  Unft,  entering  from  the  fea  at  one  fide  of  the  ifle,  and  oppofite 
thereunto }  on  the  other  fide  there  is  another  going  in,  as  it  were  meeting  the  former, 
unto  the  end  of  any  of  which  none  will  undertake  to  go,  though  it  hath  been  attempted  ; 
the  rage  of  the  fea  in  thefe  caverns  of  the  earth,  the  failing  of  the  light  of  day,  and  the 
raggednefs  of  the  rocks  by  which  they  muft  paii;,  making  it  terrible  unto  ihcm,  as  alfo 
the  thicknefs  of  the  air,  fometiiin^  annoying  them  ;  but  the  entries  thereunto  being 
oppofiie  one  to  another,  piveth  ground  to  judge  that  it  is  a  continued  cave  from  the 
one  fide  of  the  ifle  to  the  other,  though  four  miles  broad  ;  which  cannot  be  thought  td 
be  artificial,  but  natural,  waflied  through  by  the  vk)lence  of  the  waves ;  and  the  lefs 
wander  it  is  for  it  fo  to  be,  if  we  confider  that  if  pitta  cavat  lapidem,  much  more  rapidi 
et  tumidi fluSlus  cavabunt,  that  if  in  a  ftort  time  the  drop  will  wear  the  ftone,  much 
more  in  the  trad  of  fome  thoufands  of  year<>,  the  raging  and  tempefluous  waves  daily 
breaking  on  the  rocks  will  produce  this  efTeft,  and  that  more  in  fome  places  than  in 
others,  where  the  rock  will  be  more  friable  and  brittle,  and  the  ibrce  of  the  waves  lefs- 
broken  by  the  bounding  and  fwaddiing  fand.  ' 

There  is  fomething  like  unto  this  yet  more  furprifing  in  the  ille  of  Foula,  on.  the  wed 
fide  of  the  Mainland,  if  it  be  true  what  is  (loried  of  it.  lnthi8ifle,on  the  top  of  a  hill;, 
there  is  a  hole,  the  mouth  whereof  may  be  (and  fome  fay  now  is)  covered  with  a  fiate- 
flone  going  downwards  to  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  winch  is  faid  to  be  of  a  great  depth  ; 
particularly  a  Dutch  ftiip-mafter  is  reported  to  have  made  a  trial  thereof,  for  the  grati- 
fying his  curiofity,  by  taking  up  a  barrel  of  lines  witK  him,  which  he  let  all  down,  and 
yet  could  not  found  the  bottom  r  fome  fay  he  let  down  two  barreb,  which  is  very  won* 
derful,  confidering  a  barrel  of  lines  is  reckoned  to  be  feveral,  fome  fay  nine,  miles  in 
length.  What  can  be  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  conveyance  from  the  top  of  the  rockto  the 
bottom?  and  further,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  what  is  faid,  1  cannot  poffibly  imagine 
for  that  fuch  a  thing  fhould  be  done  by  art,  we  cannot  well  conceive  the  reafoa  why, 
jtor  the  manner  how  it  could  be  done,  and  that  nature  ihould  have  fuch  an  operation 
will  be  as  difficult  to  unfold. 

That  this  country  is  generally  mofly,  foft,  and  fpungy,  hath  been  formerly  toW,  as 
likewife  that  it  is  dangerous  for  people  to  travel  through  it,  of  which  many  inftances 
may  begiven;  I.  fhall  only  name  two,  which  1  had  from  the  minifl:ers  of  the  refpeiHve 
bounds:  one  traveliing  in  the  ifle  ofYell  fell  into  fuch  a  mofly, and  loofe  piece  of 
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ground,  bis  horfe  beneath  him,  furniture  and  all  fanfc  down,  and  was  no  more  feen, 
and  he  hiinfelf  with  great  difficulty  llrugglfd  out  and  was  faved.  And  another  in  the 
parifli  of  Tingwal  on  the  Main,  not  long  fmce,  walking  <mi  foot  not  far  from  his  own 
boufe,  fell  into  fuch  another  place,  wherein  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  hazard  and 
over  which  feveral  times  formerly  he  thought  he  had  pafled  with  fafety,  and  fank  down 
le  the  arm-pits,  but  he  by  ftretclnng  out  his  arms,  keeping  his  head  over  the  furface  of 
the  ground,  by  the  help  of  his  fervant  then  providentially  with  him,  and  a  fVaS^ 
fixed  in  the  ground,  got  wredled  out ;  fo  dangerous  is  It  travelling  here  even  to  the 
inhabitants. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifle  of  Fetlor,  there  is  a  place  whereon  a  gendeman's  houfe 
called  Uada,  into  which  place  or  houfe  if  a  mariner's  needle  and  compafs  be  brought 
the  needle  refteth  not  in  its  poles,  as  it  doth  in  other  places,  but  hath  a  tremulous  un- 
dulating motion,  and  fometimes  turneth  round,  as  fome  fay,  to  all  the  pohits  of  the 
horizon  ;  and  a  gentleman  who  was  inquifitive  to  know  the  truth  of  this  told  me,  that' 
upon  trial  he  found  it  te  be  fo,  and  further  to  try  4he  experiment  he  took  the  compafs 
to  the  top  of  the  houfe,  where  it  had  the  fame  effed.  And  one  of  the  miniders  of  the 
northern  ifles  informed  me,  that  if  any  fliip  or  boat  failed  by,  or  came  nigh  unto  that 
place,  the  fame  did  befal  their  compafs.  Alfo  there  is  a  little  hill  nigh  to  the  fea  on  the 
"weft  fideoftheifleof  Whalfey,  to  which  if  the  compafs  be  brought  the  Sower  de  luce, 
or  that  point  which  is  ordinarily  obverted  to  the  north,  turneth  about  to  the  fouth, 
but  if  the  compafs  be  removed  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  feet  from  the  top  of  ihe 
hill,  there  is  no  fuch  eSe£l  produced :  this  the  late  minifter  of  the  place  affured  me 
of,  having  tried  the  experiment. 

The  miny  wonderful  pi>operties  and  effefls  of  the  magnet  or  load-flone,  and  of  other 
things  endued  with,  or  which  do  panake  of  this  magnetic  virtue  difcovered  in  thefe 
latter  ages,  hath  .defervedly  r^fed  the  admiration  of  philofophers,  and  awakened  them 
to  make  a  diligent  inquiry  and  fearch  into  the  reafons  of  thefe  flraage  phenomena. 
That  the  magnet  hath  two  poles  anfwering  to  the  poles  of  .the  world,  to  which  it  turn- 
eth itfelf ;  that  the  toadftone  draweth  iron  unto  it ;  that  iron  brought  unto  and  nibbed 
upon  the  loadftone  receiveth  from  it  that  attra£Uve,  or  as  fome  will  have  it,  that  iinpulfive 
virtue  and  power,  and  other  <{ualities  inherent  in  it  (hence  the  invention  of  the  needle, 
fo  ufefiil  andneceffary  to  mariners  for  direfling  of  their  courfes;)  that  if  there  be  two 
fpherjcal  loadftones,  they  will  turn  to  <me  another,  as  each  of  them  doth  to  the  poles  of 
the  earth,  and  if  they  be  detmned  in  a  contrary  pofition,  they  will  flee  from  one  an- 
other :  and  fo  it  is  with  tlie  needle  in  the  compafs,  when  a  loadftone  or  piece  of  iron  is 
brought  unto  it,  the  needle  either  cometh  to,  or  fleeth  from  it  according  to  its  fitu- 
ation,  wherefore  mariners  are  careful  that  no  iron  be  in  nor  lying  near  unto  their  light- 
room  where  the  compafs  ilandeth.  That  though  you  fhould  take  the  needle  from  its 
beloved  pole,  yet  when  kt  alone  and  kft  to  itfelf,  it  will  incontinently  move  and  take 
no  reft  until  it  return  thereunto ;  thefe  ftrange  and  uncouth  properties  hath  the  load* 
iione,  as  likewife  many  others  no  lefs  aftonifhiug,  reckoned  up  by  its  admirers,  many 
of  which  are  known  to  the  rudeft  and  moft  illiterate  mariner ;  but  to  explain  the  na- 
ture of  the  loadftone,  and  to  refolve  and  anfwer  the  propofals  of  nature  upon  the  head, 
by  giving  the  reafons  of  thefe  admir^le  effeSs,  hoc  epus,  hie  labor  cji,  this  is  the  diffi- 
culty, which  hath  vexed  many,  and  taken'  up  the  Itudies  of  the  fageft  and  moft  in- 
^^ious  modem  philofophers. 

I  Ihall  not  i»efume  to  give  the  reafon  of  this  ftrange  phenomenon,  the  needle's  leav- 
ing its  reft  at  the  pole  and  betaking  itfelf  to  fuch  a  motion,  whether  tremulous  and 
undulating,  or  circular  round  the  points  of  the  compals,  or  the  Sower  de  luce,  tummg 
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to  the  foath.  Only  I  would  fuggefl  two  things,  which  if  they  tend  not  to  clear  what  is 
propofed,  they  will  further  hold  out  how  wonderful  the  loadftone  and  its  proporlies 
Brei  Firft,  upon  the  ordinary  fuppofition,  whereby  thefe  properties  are  explained,  that 
the  earth  is  as  a  great  loadftone,  on  the  furface  and  exterior  pans  whereof  a  great  number 
of  volatile  fcrew-like  particles,  calfed  the  magnetic  matter,  do  inceffantly  move,  travel- 
ling frorii  pole  to  pole  alongft  the  furface  of  the  earth,  whereby  the  poles  of  the  load- 
ilope  and  the  point  of  the  needle  affefted  with  its  viriu«,  are  obverted  to  the  poles  of 
ihe  world.;  which'  fuppoHtion  being  made,  we  would  know  that  this  magnetic  matter 
may  not  always  have  the  feme  motioti',  but  in  fome  places  it  may  be  upward  and  per- 
pendicular to  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  fo  that  in  thefe  places  where  they  thus  move 
perpendicularly,  the  needle  will  not  be  detcrtnined  to  one  point,  ipore  than  to  another 
of  the  horizon,  this  matter  alike  afiefling  all  the  parts  of  the  needle  by  its  perpendicu- 
lar motion ;  which  the  ingenious  Rohault  alWdgeth  as  the  reafon  why  the  compafs 
ferveth  not  the  ufe  of  the  Hollanders,  when  they  have  failed  far  to  the  north  in  order 
to  find  out  a  new  and  (horter  palTage  to  the  Ead  Indies,  their  needle  then  not  turning 
to  the  poles  as  it  doth  in  other  places,  but  alike  to  all  the  points  of  the  horizon,  the 
motion  of  the  magnetic  matter  in  thefe  more  northern  places,  bein^  in  lines  perpendi- 
cular to  the  fur^ce  of  the  earth  :  and  fo  likewife  it  may  fall  out  in  other  places,  where 
a  greater  .quantity  of  this  magnetic  matter  rifeth  from  the  earth. 

A  fecond  thing  that  I  would  take  notice  of  is  that  this  magnetic  matter  in  its  palTage 
from  pole  to  pole  meets  with  feveral  iron  mines,  into  which  it  goeth  afide,  fo  diverting 
its  llraight  courfe  between  the  poles,  becaufe  it  finds  an  eafier  paSage  through  the  pores 
of  the  iron  than  by  pafTmg  through  other  places  ;  hence  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs is  judged  to  be,  fo  much  talked  of  by  mariners,  in  fome  places  greater,  and  in  others 
lefs,  accordingly  as  the  magnetic  matter  is  more  or  tefs  determtaed  by  the  feveral  iron 
mines  into  which  it  tumeth  afide  i  now  in  fome  places  it  may  fo  fall  out,  that  there 
may  be  a  greater  quantity  of  iron  through  which  the  magnetic  matter  pafling,  and 
jfirom  which  it  arifing,  may  caufe  fuch  a  motion  whereby  the  needle  not  only  inclinef 
not  to  one  point  more  than  to  another  in  the  horizon,  but  alfo  by  the  magnetic  mat^ 
ters  afcending  from  and  returning  to  the  u^n  mines,  it  may  produce  fuch  an  irregular 
motion  in  the  needle ;  and  that  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  iron  in  Zetland  may  bt 
known  by  the  remarkable  variation  of  the  compafs  there,  for,  as  mariners  inform  us^ 
when  they  fail  by  the  fouth  end  of  Zetland  they  hnd  the  variation  to  be  bat  one  point, 
but  when  pai&ng  the  north  end  they  find  it  varies  two  points,  and  upon  this  variation 
in  directing  their  courfe  to  this  or  the  other  place,  they  make  their  reckoning  :  which 
is  very  obfervable,  that  in  lefs  than  a  degree  of  latitude  (for  no  more  will  the  length  of 
the  ifles  of  Zetland  be)  it  varies  a  point  of  the  compafs,  which  mull  be  accordmg  to  the 
reafon  commonly  adigned,  becaufe  there  is  much  iron  in  thefe  ifles,  and  more  efpeciailr 
on  the  well  fide  of  the  ifle  of  Fetlor ;  for  other  places  of  the  fame  ifle  have  no  fuch 
influence  on  the  compafs. 

That  yet  much  if  not  the  greatelt  part  of  the  difficulty  remains  I  readily  grant,  and 
leaves  it  to  the  (ludy  of  the  learned  and  curious,  and  indeed  in  many  things  to  aeknow- 
ledge  our  ignorance  hath  been  reputed  no  fmall  part  of  wifdom,  fo  hard  it  is  to  folve 
and  unriddle  nature's  fecrets,  wherein  the  greateft  lights  have  been  benighted,  the  fol- 
lowing often  raifing  the  foundations  of  the  doQrines  of  the  former  ;  how  wonderful 
are  the  works  of  God,  that  in  wifdom  he  hath  made  them  all;  and  how  narrow  and 
fliallow  are  our  capacities,  that  we  cannot  find  out  the  works  of  God,  even  the  molt 
ienfible  and  obvious  j  how  thankful  alfo  fhould  we  be  to  Cod,  who  hath  vouchfafed  tg 

voLi  111.  5 "  us 


y  Google 


786  brand's  DESCRIPriOM   OF  MCN»T, 

US  the  light  of  clearly  revealed  truths,  v/idch  if  taken  iwed  unto  di^l  make  us  perfed, 
and  lead  unto  glory. 

There  are  in  thefe  ifles  many  little  chapels,  now  generally  miopus  :  as  iq  the  ifle  of 
Unft  there  are  twenty-four  Mid  upwards  j  in  the  ifle  of  Yell  there  are  twenty-one,  and 
many  in  otiier  ifles  ;  I  faw  one  of  thein  in  the  parifli  of  Tingwall,  wh«T«Q  alfo  there  are 
feveral  more ;  it  would  have  contained  (carce  thirty  people,  as  I  judge,  and  tihough  To 
little,  yet  very  great  ftones  were  in  the  walis,  which  was  ftrange  to  me,  how  that  in  this 
country,  where  their  bealls  are  weak,  -and  they  have  not  the  help  of  tnachines,  they  got 
them  lifted  and  laid.  Thefe  are  faid  to  have  been  built  by  fuperflitious  zealots  in  dw 
times  of  popery,  or,  as  fohie  rather  think,  by  ihip-wrecked  fearuen,  who  coming  [u£t  to 
fliore,  have  built  them  according  to  their  vows  made  by  them  whtn  ia  danger,  which 
they  dedicated  to  fo  many  feveral  faints,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  the  patroDB  of  their 
refpe£tive  chapels.  About  which  alfo  men  and  women  of  old  had  their  night  walkings, 
which  occafioned  much  uncleannefs,  but  now  fuch  walkings  are  but  little  ufed. 

About  the  walls  of  thefe  old  chapels  are  found  fn^Is  called  fhelUJaails,  wtuch  they 
dry  and  pulverize,  mingling  the  duft  with  their  drink  for  the  jaundice,  by  which  means 
thefe  who  labour  under  this  ficknefs  in  three  or  four  days*  time  will  recover  of  the 
fame ;  but  if  they  let  this  duft  Ife  for  a  year  without  making  ufe  of  it,  it  nimeth  into 
fmail  living  creatures  or  vermine,  which  they  dry  and  bray  over  again,  if  they  make 
any  further  ufe  of  it. 

In  Uzia  an  ifle  lying  nigh  to  Unft,  there  is  a  metal  gotten  having  the  (olotir  of  gc^d, 
which  feveral  of  the  Dutch  merchants  have  taken  with  them  to  Hamburgh,  and  tried  it 
there,  but  by  the  fonre  of  fire  it  did  not  become  liquid,  but  crumbled  into  ftnall  pieces} 
it  is  to  be  had  there  in  great  plenty.  This  ihewetn  there  may  be  minerals  in  thefe  iQe^ 
though  not  known  nor  fearched  for. 

In  the  church-yard  of  Papa>Stour,  in  the  parifh  of  Waes,  lieth  a  ftone  five  feet  lon^, 
at  the  one  eiid  two,  and  at  the  other  one  foot  broad,  concave  from  the  one  end  to  the 
other,  of  which  the  common  tradition  goes,  that  this  ftone  caoie  aSiore  on  that  ifle 
with  a  dead  man  tied  to  it,  who  lies  buried  there  befide  it.  It  appears  to  have  been 
the  grave-ftone  of  fbme  perfon  of  note  in  the  country,  which  fheweth  they  have  t^fo 
had  that  cuftom  of  laying  at  leaft  Tome  of  their  dead  in  fuch  large  ftones  made  concave, 
aod^  cut  out  for  the  purpofe,  which  hath  been  frequent  in  many  places  vUh  us  in 
Scotland. 

At  a  tittfe  diftance  from  Fapa-Stour,  lies  a  rock  encompafled  with  the  fea,  called 
Frau-a-Stack,  which  is  a  Danifh  word,  and  iignttieth  our  Lady's  Rock,  upon  which  are 
to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  a  houfe,  wherein  they  lay  a  gentleman  did  put  his  daughter,  Hiat 
fo  ihe  might  be  fhut  up  and  fecluded  from  the  company  of  men,  but  though  a  maiden 
when  put  in,  yet  (he  was  found  with  child  when  brought  out,  notwithftandfng  of  her 
being  fo  clofely  kept,  but  whether  this  came  to  pais  by  a  golden  Jhower  (the  moft ' 
powerful  courtfhip)  or  not,  the  country  hath  loft  the  tradition :  however  it  feemeth 
ftrange,  how  a  houfe  fhould  be  built  on  fuch  a  bare  and  fmall  rock,  when  fo  many  large 
and  pleafant  ifles  were  near  unfo  it. 

The  three  iron  cannons  formerly  mentioned  now  lying  in  the  citadel  of  J^erwick, 
being  rufted  by  the  fea,  wherein  they  had  lain  for  eighty  yeirs  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Ler- 
wick  to  take  off  the  ruft,  and  fo  fit  them  for  their  ufe,  about  nine  years  ago  did  fet  a 
heap  of  peats  about  them,  which  they  putting  fire  unto,  the  guns  fo  foon  as  they  were 
warmed  and  hot,  did  all  difcharge  themfelves  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  fpedatt»^, 
and  the  balls,  as  fome  obferved,  went  half  over  BraOa-found.     Which  deferveth  fome 
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zcdiark,  that  the  powder  ail  that  time  (houM  retain  its  elaftic  kttct  the  water^  jf  at  til, 
yet  not  fa  infinuating  itfelf  with  the  powder  as  to  wafh  it  away,  or  much  dimiaift  ^ 
virtue.    Thefe  who  were  eye-witneffes  gave  me  this  relatioo. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  fonner  year  1699,  the  hfiies  had  little  or  no  livcr^  but  (bffle- 
thiilg  black  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  a  great  lofe  to  the  B'fhers,  they  making  their  oil  of 
thofe  livers  ;  as  aUb  the  oxen,  Iheep,  Cwine,  &c.  bad  little  or  no  fat  on  their  livers,  which 
ideth  not  to  be,  there  being  a  kind  of  confumptioo  upon  the  Uvers  of  creatures  both  by 
lea  anA  kwid ;  which  mindeth  me  of  Rom.  viii.  22.  "  Man's  fins  making  the  creation 
to  groiD,  and  earaeftly  long  as-  with  an  u^ifted  head,  for  a  deltverance :"  fo  that  if 
the  creatures  douM  fpeak  with  Baalamb's  afs,  they  would  reprove  the  madOels  aad  fia 
of  man. 

There  i*  a  Utbte  iiland  on  the  weft  fide  of  Waee,  called  V»b,  wherein  there  is  no 
cat,  neither  will  any  ftay  though  brought  in,  as  hath  been  done  for  trial,  but  will 
quickly  be  gone,  they  eidter  dying,  or  betaking  themfetves  to  fea,  they  endeavour  to 
f«im  to  the  next  ifle  :  yet  about  fifty  years  ago  thet%  was  one  feoi  upon  this  ifle,  about 
that  time  when  a  gentleman  the  proprietor  thereof  was  tormented  and  put  to  death  by 
the  witohea,  bat  ne^'er  any  were  feen  fince,  fave  what  were  brought  m  for  trial,  ns  now 
faid.  The  realbn  of  this  I  could  not  leam  from'  the  minifters,  who  gave  the  itiftn-ma- 
tioB  -y  'a  K  Htte  becaufe  of  the  air,  or  the  fmeU  of  fomething  upon  the  ifle,  though  not 
perceivable  by  the  inbabitante,  which  agreeth  not  with  the  temper  and  coaftttution'  of 
thefe  aBimals. 

About  a  mile  from  Tingwatl  to  the  liorth,  there  is  a  Mil  called  the  Knop'of  Kebifter,' 
or  Luggle's  Know,  nigh  to  which  hill  there  is  a  houfe  called  Keti&err  Where  a'  varl^ 
or  wizvd  lived,  commonly  defigned  Luggie,  concerning  whom  it  vtas  reported  th:(t- 
when  the  fea  was  So  tsmpeftoous  that  the-  boats  durft  not  go  off  to  the  fifhtng,'  he  tiki  ^ 
to  go  to  that  hill  or  know,  where  in  a  hole  into  which  he  let  down  his  lines'  and  tloolft 
apany  Hfli  he  pleafedy  as  a  ctxl  or  ling,  &c.  which  bo  other  could  do  but  ^mfelf :  alfo 
when  fifhing  at  fea,  hewonld  at  his  pteafure  t  Ae  upany  roafted  Rlh  with  his  line,  «4tb- 
tbeeiltrails  or  gntsout  of  it,  and  fo  ready  for  his  ule:  this  was  certainly  done  by  the- 
agency  of  e^'  fpirits,  vith  whom  he  was  m  compad  and  covenant,  but  the  odco&omy  of 
the  kingdom  of  darimeft  is  very  wtmderful  aild  httle  known  to  us.  He  being  convidledr 
of  witchoraft,  tras  burnt  nigh  to  Scalloway. 

AsforwitchesI  did  hear  much  of  them,  as  if  they  abounded  more  in  this  than  othtif 
coumries,  'thongh  I  make  no  queftion,  but  that  there  are  many  fuch  here  thiis  deluded  ' 
by  the^deril :  there  i?  not  then  fuch  ground  for  what  is  fo  commonly  talked  by  maa^ 
with  Q»  anent  their  deviby,  which  might  have  affrighted  us  if  given  heed  Unto,  as  if  it 
were  dangerous  going  or  living  there ;  though  it  is  faid  here  there  are  many  of  thici 
MbBi  Aamp  in  Iflsnd,  Lapland,  uiA  other  places  to  the  north  of  Zetlandy  which  may 
otcafion  the  middte.  .  '  ' 

We  laid-  befere  that  there  were  but  few  rats,  and  that  oiily  in  fome  of  the  iflee,  and 
ifedught  to  come  oot  of  {hips,  but  ttmt  they  had  mice  m  abundance ;  yet  in  the  ifles  of 
Bnrra  and  HaflnSiy  no  mice  are  to  be  found ;  yea  if  they  take  fome.  dull  or  earth  out 
of  the&  ifies  to  other  places  where  they  are,  they  wilt  forfake  fuch  places  where  the  dud 
is  laid.     It  may  be  for  the  like  re^on,  why  no  cats  can  or  will  live  in  Vaila. 

Sometimes  when  the  flnfs  are  lying  nigh  land,  the  nt»  will  come  afliore,  which  when 
any  of -the  HoUaniiers-or  others  fee,  they  look  upon  it  as  tatal  to  the  Ihip  out  of  which  they 
coitRj  perteading  that  her  end  feme  way  or  other  will  fhortly  approach ;  and  likewife 
it  is  ot^rved,  that  thefe  rats  will  not  live  above  three  or  four  years  in  that  land  to  which 
titey  come.  Some  of  our  ieamen  tell  us  the  like  as  to  tbdr  Ibips ;  k  is  talked  atfo 
5  H  2  that 
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that  thefe  crealurefe  wil!  L-ave  houfes  before  any  difmal  accident  befel  dieia.  What 
ground  there  is  either  for  the  one  or  the  other  I  know  not,  bur,  if  true-,  U  will  be  bant 
I  fuppofe  to  give  the  reafon  thereof. 

Not  above  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  almoft  every  family  had  a  Browny,  or  evil  fpirit  f» 
ca'led,  tthich  ferved  them,  to  whom  they  gave  a  facrifice  for  his  fervice ;  as  when  ihey 
churned  their  milk,  they  look  a  part  thereof  ahd  fprinkled  every  corner  of  thehoufe 
whh  ii  for  Browny 's  ufe  ;  likewife  when  they  brewed,  they  had  a  ftone  which'  the^ 
call^'d  Browny's  Stont.-,  wherein  there  was  a  little  hole,  into  which  they  pouretf  fome 
wort  for  a  facrifice  to  Browny.  My  informer,  a  rainifter  in  the  country,  tolirae^  that  he- 
had  converfed  with  an  old  man  who,  when  young,  ufed  to  brew,  and  fometimes  read 
upon  his  Bible,  to  whom  an  old  woman  in  the  houTe  faid,  that  Browny  was  difplealed  with' 
that  book  he  read  upon,  which  if  he  continued  to  do,  they  would  get  no-  more  fervice 
of  Browny  ;  but  he  being  better  iodrufted  from  that  book,  which  was  Browny's  eye- 
fore  and  the  objeft  of  his  wrath,  when  he  brewed  he  would  not  fufFer  any  facrifice  to  be 
given  to  Browny,  whereupon  the  hrd  and  fecond  brewings  were  fpilt  atul  for  no  ufe,^ 
though  the  wort  wrought  well,  yet  in  a  little  time  it  left  off  working  and  grew  cold ; 
but  of  the  third  browft  or  brewing  he  had  ale  very  good,  though  be  would  not  give 
any  facrihce  to  Browny,  with  whom  afterwards  they  were  no  inoi«  troubled.  I  had 
aifo  hrom  the  fame  informer,  xhat  a  lady  in  Unll  now  deceafed  told  him,  that  when  the 
firft  took  up  houfe,  fiie  refuted  to  give  a  facrifice  to  Browny,  upcai  which  the  firft  and 
iecond  brewings  ihifgave  likewife,  but  the  third  was  good  ;  and  Browny,  not  being  re- 
garded not  rewarded  as  formerly  he  had  been,  abandoned  his  wonted  fervice.  Which 
cleareth  that  Scripture,  *•  Refiil  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  from  you.**  Tbey 
00  had  ftacks  of  corn  which  they  called  Browny's  Stacks ;  which  though  they  were- 
not  bound  with  ftraw  ropes,  or  any  way  fenced  as  other  (lacks  ufed  to  be,  yet  the  great- 
eft  ftorm  of  wind  was  not  able  to  blow  any  ftraw  off  them. 

Now  I  do  not  hear  of  any  fuch  appeara;ices  the  devil  makes  in  thefe  Bles,.  fo  great' 
'  and  fo  many  are  the  blefCngs  which  attend  a  Gofpel  difpenfation  :  the  Brownies,  fairies^ 
and  other  evil  fpirits  that  haunted  and  were  familiar  in  our  houfes  were  difmiffed,  and 
fled  at  the  breaking  up  of  our  Reformation,  (if  we  may  except  but  a  few  places  not  yet 
veil  reformed  from  popiQi  dregs,)  as  the  heathen  orades  were  filenced  at  the  coming  of 
our  Lord,  and  the  going  forth  of  his  apofties  ;  fo  that  our  firft  noble  reformers  might 
.  have  returned  and  faid  to  their  Mafter  as  the  feventy  once  did  ;  "  Lord,  even  the  de- 
vils are  fubje£t  to  us  through  thy  name."  And  though  this  reftraint  put  upon  the 
devil  was  far  later  in  thefe  northern  places  than  with  us,  to  whom  the  light  of  a 
preached  Gofpet  did  more  early  ftiine,  yet  now  alfo  do  thefe  northern  ifles  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  this  reftraint. 

About  two  years  and  a  half  or  three  years  ago,  there  was  a  boat  pafling  with  feverat 
gentlemen  of  the  country  in  it,  and  by  the  way  in  the  Voe  of  Quarf,  through  which 
they  went,  there  appeared  fomething  unto  them*with  its  head  above  the  water,  which  as 
they  could  difcem,  had  the  face  of  an  old  man,  with  a  long  beard  hanging  down  ;  firft  it 
appeared  at  fome  diftance  from  them,  and  thea  coming  nearer  to  their  boat,  they  had 
a  clear  light  of  it ;  the  fight  was  fo  very  ftrange  and  affrighting,  that  all  in  the  boat 
were  very  defirous  to  be  on  land,  though  the  day  was  fair  and  the  fea  calm  ;  a  gentle- 
man declaring,  (as  a  minifter  in  company  with  them,  and  faw  this  fight  informed  me,) 
that  he  never  faw  the  like,  though  he  had  travelled  through  many  feas, 

1  heard  another  remarkable  (lory  like  unto  this,  that  about  five  years  fince  a  boat  at 
the  fUhing  drew  her  lines,  and  one  of  them,  as  the  fifhers  thought,  having  fome  great 
fi{b  upon  it,  was  with  greater  difficulty  than  the  reft  raifed  from  the  ground,  but  when 
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raifed,  ir  came  more  eafily  to  Ae  Airface  of  the  water,  upon  wbich  a  creature  Iflie  a 
woman  prefented  ilfelf  at  the  fide  of  the  boat  j  ii  had  the  face,  arms,  breaCts,  fliouklers, 
&c.  of  a  woman,  and  long  hair  hanging  down  the  back,  but  the  nether  part  from  bdotr 
the  breads  was  beneath  the  water,  fo  that  they  could  not  underftand  the  Ihape  thereof; 
the  two  fifliers  who  were  in  the  boat  being  furprifed  at  this  ftrange  fight,  one  of  them 
unadvifedly  drew  a  knife,  and  thruft  it  into  her  breaft,  whereupon  (he  cried,  as  the^ 
judged,  "  Alas!"  and  the  hook  giving  way  fhe  fell  backward  and  was  no  more  feen  i 
the  hook  being  big  went  in  at  her  chin  and  out  at  the  upper  lip.  The  man  who  thruft 
the  knife  into  her  is  now  deaj,  and,  as  was  obferved,  never  profpered  after  this,,  but 
was  (till  haunted  by  an  evil  fpirit,  in  the  appearance  of  an  old  man,  who,  as  he  thought, 
ufed  to  fay  unto  him,  "  Will  ye  do  fuch  a  thing,  who  killed  the  woman  ?"  the  other 
man  then  in  the  boat  is  yet  ahve  in  the  ifle  of  Burra.  This  a  genileman  and  his  lady 
told  me,  who  faid  they  had  it  from  the  baillie  of  that  place  to  which  the  boat  did  be- 
long: it  being  fo  (Irange  1  inquired  at  feverals  thtreanent,  which,  though  many  were 
ignorant  of,  yet  feme  faid  that  (hey  had  heard  thereof,  and  judged  it  to  he  very  true. 

That  there  are  fea-crcatures  having  the  likenefs  of  men  and  women  feems  to  be  ge- 
nerally acknowledged  by  all  who  have  inquired  thereunto,  they  having  found  it  con- 
firmed by  the  teftimony  of  many  in  feveral  countries,  as  their  hiQories  do  bean  Hence 
Zre  accounts  given  of  thofe  fea-monildrs,  the  mermen  and  mermaids,  which  have  not 
only  been  feen  but  apprehended  and  kept  for  fome  time-  And  hence  probably  the 
fi^ion  of  the  poets  concerning  the  Cyrens,  hath-  had  its-  rife ;  theie  enchanting  fong- 
fters,  tranflated  mermaids  by  our  lexicographers,  whofe  fnare  Ulyifes  fa  happily  efbaped.. 

They  tell  us  that  feveral  fuch  creatures  do  appear  to  ftfiiers  at  fea,  particularly  fuch 
as  they  call  fea-trowes,.  great  rolling  creatures  tumbling  in  the  waters^*  which,  if  they 
«ome  among  their  nets,  ihey  break  them,  and  fometinies  take  thtm  away  with  them  j 
if  the  fifliers  fee  them  before  they  come  near,  they  endeavour  to  keep  them  off  with 
their  oars  or  long  fiaves,  and  if  they  can  get  them  beaten  therewith,  they  will  endea- 
vour to  do  it :,  the  fifiiers  both  in  Orkney  and  Zetland  are  afraid  when  they  fee  ihemy 
which  panic  fear  of  theirs  makes  them  think  and  fometimes  fay,  that  it  is  the  devil  in  the 
{bape  of  fuch  creature:^ ;  whether  it  be  fo  or  not  as  they  apprehend,  1  cannot  deter- 
mine. However  it  feems  to  be  more  than  probable,  that  evil  fpirits  frequent  both  fea- 
and  land. 

A  gentleman  in  the  parilh  of  Dunroffnefs  told  one  of  theniinifters  in  this  country,  that 
about  five  years  finct  a  plough  in  this  parilh  did  call  up  freih  cockles,  though  the  place 
where  the  plough  was  going  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  thefea;  which  cockles  the- 
gentleman  faw  made  ready  and  eaten.  How  thefe  (hell  filhes  came  there,  and  fhould 
6f  f'-d  at  fuch  a  diltance  from  their  ordinary  element  I  cannot  know,  if  they  have  not 
been  call  upon  land  by  a  violent  ftorm,  much  of  the  ground  of  this  parifli,  efpecially- 
what  they  labour ,  lying  very  low,  and  the  fea  hath  been  obferved  in  fuch  {torms  both  to 
call  out  lloncs  and  fiflies ;  or  if  thete  cockles  have  beeR  tound  in  fome  deep  furrow, 
from  which  to  the  fea  there  hath  been  a  conveyance  by  fome  fmall  ftream,  upon  which 
the  fea  hath  flowed  in  Itream  tides,  cfpecially  when  there  is  alfo  fome  ftorm  blowing* 
If  only  fliells  were  found,  fuch  as  otoylters  and  the  like,  the  marvel  would  not  be  grear, 
feeing  fucb  are  found  upon  the  tops  of  high  mountains,  at  a  greater  dillance  from  the- 
fea, which  in  all  probability  have  been  there  fince  the  univerfal  deluge  ;  but  that  any 
fkell-fifh  fhould  be  foitn.l  at  Ibme  dillance  from,  the  fea  and  fit  for  ufe,  is  fomewhab 
wonderful  and- afloniliiiiig. 

Though  no  tortoises  ufe  to"  be  found  in  all  tiefe  iwrthern  feas,  yet  in  Urie  firth,  in 
ihe.fari{ii  ofNprt^mevan,  there  was  one  fotwd  alive  upon  the  fand  in  an  ebb,  the  fhell' 
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of  it  was  givfln  me  as  a  prefeat  by  a  gentleman  of  the  country,  it  is  about  a  £bot  in  lengthy 
and  a  targe  haif  foot  in  breadth.  The  inhabitants  thoti^t  it  fo  (trange,  never  any  fucfa 
thinir  having  been  found  in  thefe  feas  formerly,  which  ever  they  came  to  the  knowledge 
of,  that  they  could  not  imagine  vfaat  to  make  of  it,  foole  faying  that  it  hath  fallen  out 
t^  fome  Eafl  India  {hip  £tiUng  aloi^  by  the  coafts,  which  lixiks  not  fo  prt^ble. 

There  is  a  place  in  this  country  called  the  Neip,  in  the  pariih  of  Neftcm,  looking  to 
the  eaS:  fea,  where  the  parfiui  of  Orphir  in  Orkney  was  killed  ;  the  (lory  is  this :  Pa- 
trick Stewart,  Earl  of  Orkney,  as  hath  been  faiil,  was  a  great  opprefTor,  ena^og  feveral 
fevere  and  cruel  a^,  whereof  complaint  was  made  to  King  James  VI.  And  as  it  re- 
ported fome  Zetlaaders  went  to  the  King  with  their  (kin-coats,  laying  the  opprefled  con- 
dition of  their  country  before  him,  wherewith  the  King  vas  moved,  yet  although  not 
only  the  Earl's  honour  and  reputation  withal  was  much  ftained  and  mider  a  cloud,  by 
reafim  df  his  cruel  and  opprelTive  ways,  but  bis  perfon  was  hated  and  abhorred  by  the 
people  whofe  fitperior  he  was ;  the  parfon  of  Orphir  did  zealoully  ftand  in  the  Earl's 
defence,  notwithftanding  whereof  the  indignation  and  kindled  wrath  of  the  esafperatefl 
|)CO[de  againft  die  Earl  increaGng,  the  {xufon  was  forced  to  See  to  Zetland  for  his  fafety, 
upon  which  the  people  o(  Orkney  not  quieted,  fbme  of  ihem  purfued  him  thither  ; 
th^  foy  ihe  purfuers  were  four  brethren  of  the  name  of  Sinclar,  who  coming  to  the 
Neip  where  the  parfon  had  his  ordinary  refidence,  they  apprehended  and  dewitted  htm, 
one  of  the  brethren  taking  a  fop  of  his  heart's  blood.  As  for  the  Earl,  being  firft  im- 
piifoned  at  Dumbarton,  he  was  thence  brought  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  beheaded, 
anne  1614,  for  treafon  and  oppreffion. 

'  There  are  alfo  in  th»  cound^,  as  well  as  in  Orkney,  many  eagles,  which  defhxiy 
dieir  lambs,  fowls,  &c.  for  the  preventing  of  which,  fome,  when  they  fee  the  eaglet 
Hatching  or  fleong  away  with  their  prey,  ufe  a  charni,  by  taking  a  firing  whereon  they 
eaft  fome  knots,  and  repeat  a  form  of  words,  which  being  done,  the  eagle  lets  her  prey 
fall,  tbougb  tt  a  great  diftance  from  rtie  aharmer ;  an  infiance  of  which  I  had  from  a 
minifter,  who  told  me,  that  about  a  m«iih  before  we  came  to  Zetland,  there  was  an 
eagle  that  fiew  up  with  a  cock  at  Scalloway,  which  one  of  thefe  charmers  feeing,  pre- 
fentiy  took  a  firing,  (his  garter  as  was  fuppofed,)  and  calling  fome  knots  thereupon, 
with  ufiag  the  ordinary  words,  the  eagle  did  let  the  cock  fall  into  the  fea,  which  was 
recovered  by  a  boat  ttiat  went  out  for  that  end. 

They  tell  a  plearfant  (lory  cf  an  eagle  and  a  turbot :  about  fix  years  Imce  an  eagle  fell 
down  on  a  turbot,  Hewing  on  the  furiace  of  the  water,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  Brafia  ;  and 
having  Aliened  his  claws  in  her,  he  attempted  to  fly  up,  but  the  turbot  awakening,  and 
bong  too  heavy  for  him  to  dy  up  with,  endeavoured  to  draw  trim  dovm  beneath  the 
water ;  thus  they  flruggled  for  fome  time,  the  eagle  labouring  to  go  up,  and  the  turbot 
to  go  downt  till  a  boat  that  was  near  to  tbem,  and  beheld  the  fport,  took  them  both, 
fdhag  the  ea^  to  the  Hollanders  then  in  the  country.  For  they  fay  when  the  eagle 
ittth  Mened  his  claws  in  any  creature,  be  cannot  loofe  them  at  his  pleafure,  but 
ufeth  to  eat  them  out,  fo  that  the  prey  fometis»s  cometh  to  be  a  iaan  to  this  ra- 
pacioas  fowl. 

On  the  well  fide  of  the  MaJt^and,  tb«re  ii  a  ho^m  beloagiag  to  a  gentleman  in  the 
paiifh  of  Northmevan,  fb  much  fregyentvd  by  fowl,  that  when  fometunee  theygo  into 
It  ID  the  fummer  feafoa,  fowls'  of  foveral  kinds  will  fly  ffr  thick  above  thttir  heads,  tbtt 
they  will  cloud  the  vny  air,  yet  th^ein  tteve  are  few  or  none  during  the  winter,  bat' 
in  February  they  ufe  to  begin  to  come  by  pairs,  and  for  two  or  three  days  afittr  tbey  f\rft' 
.  come  they  wilt  fit  fo  dc^e»  that  almoft  tney  may  be  taken  hold'  of^  whicti  is'  imputed  to 
thdr  being  weatied  after  aim ji  flight  fronfom*  fuctMueryi^  ib»  ftafn«a»  at  this 
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bolm  may  almoft  every  day  in  fttSim«r  take  a  baffcet  full  of  eggs  out  of  it,  and  they  fcarce- 
}y  be  mified,  for  itis  fo  veil  fumiihed}  diat  none  almoft  cao  fet  down  a  foot  for  young 
fowls  or  eggs,  which  are  very  fervic^le  to  this  gentleman's  boufe,  and  tbe  country 
about. 

To  the  eaft  of  Bn^a  is  an  ifie  called  the  No&  of  Braffa,  therein  a  ragged  rock  look- 
ing to  the  fouth-eall,  the  higbeft  in  all  this  country,  ferviceable  to  manners  for  direct- 
ing their  courle  when  failing  to  the  weft  from  eaAam  countries,  foAe  gentlemen  told  us 
that  they  verily  think  from  the  fur&ce  of  the  water  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  it  will  be  three 
hundred  fathoms,  upon  whic^  a  gi'eat  many  fowls  have  their  nefts,  whofe  eggs  they 
take  in  the  fummer  time,  as  alfo  Tome  of  the  fowls,  by  letting  a  man  down  from  the 
t<^  of  the  rock  by  a  n^  lied  about  his  middle :  before  this  iile  iieth  2  rock  ragged  on 
all  fides,  about  one  hundred  fathoms  high,  from  the  furface  of  line  water,  but  t^  reafon 
of  its  raggednefs  and  declivity,  and  its  bang  furrounded  with  £»  on  all  hands,  it  is 
fcarce  pofEble  to  climb  it.  Yet  the  owners  of  the  ifie,  bang  defirous  to  be  at  the  fowls 
and  eggs  numerous  upon  it,  about  one  hundred  years  fioce  there  was  a  man  for  the  hire 
of  a  cow  undertook  to  climb  tbe  lefier  rock,  and  to  faften  two  polraor  ftakes  thereupon,, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  but  in  the  comuig  down,  be  fell  into  the  lea  and  perifhed. 

The  way  how  they  get  into  this  leffer  rock  is  obfervable,  which  is  thus ;  oppoHte  ta 
tbe  two  Hues  on  the  leSer,  there  are  alfo  ftakes  liftened  on  the  higher  rock,  it  being 
but  fixteen  fathoms  over  between  the  rocks ;  to  which  ftakes  ropes  are  £iiftened,  reach- 
ing from  rock  to  rock,  the  ropes  they  put  through  the  holes  of  an  engine  called  a  cra- 
dle ;  all  which  being  (6  prepared,  a  man  getteth  into  the  cradle,  and  warpeth  himfelf 
over  from  the  Nofs,  or  the  greater  rock  to  the  le&r,  and  fo  having  made  a  good  pur- 
chafe  of  eggs  and  fowls  bought  at  the  expence  of  the  danger  of  his  life,  he  returns  the 
fame  way  he  went,  thefe  ropes  hang  not  on  all  winter,  but  in  the  fummer  time ;  in  the 
nionth  of  June  ordioarily,  when  the  day  is  calm,  they  caft  the  ropes  from  the  greater  to- 
the  lefler  rock ;  which  fo  they  do,  they  have  firft  fome  fmall  rope  or  cordage,  to  which 
there  is  a  ftone  Mened,  and  they  keepng  both  the  ends  of  this  fmall  rape  in  their 
hands,  an  able  man  throweth  the  ftone  into  the  lefler  rock,  and  when  caft  over  the  ftakes, 
they  heave  or  lift  up  this  fmall  rope  with  a  long  pole,  that  fo  the  bought  of  the  rope  may 
be  gotten  about  the  ftakes;  which  being  done  they  draw  to  them  the  fmall  rope  till  a 
greater  tied  to  it  be  brought  about  alfo,  and  fo  both  ends  of  the  greater  rope  they  fecure 
by  the  ftakes  on  the  top  of  the  Nofs,  on  which  'flrong  and  greater  rope  the  cradhe  being, 
put,  it  runneth  from  rock  to  rock :  eafily  a  man  in  the  cradle  ^oeth  from  the'  Nofs  to 
the  holm  or  rock,  by  reafon  of  its  defcent,  but  with  greater  difficulty  do  they  return, 
therefore  there  is  a  fmall  rope  tied  tt>  the  cradle,  whereby  men  on  the  Nofs  help  to 
draw  them  back.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  whtire  fiich  another  cradle  ie  to  be  found ;  . 
how  many  are  the  inventions  which  man  hath  found  cut  1 

This  holm  is  much  frequented  by  fowls  more  than  any  other  place  on  the  eeft  fide  of 
Zetland,  as  the  other  holm  of  Northmevan  is  on  the  weft  fide'j  the  fowls  have  theur 
nefts  on  the  holaas  in  a  very  beautiful  order,  all  fet  m  rows  in  tbe  [form  of  a  dove  com, 
and  each  kind  or  fort  do  neftle  by  themfelves ;  as  the  fcarfs  by  diemfelves,  fo  the  kitti- 
wakes,  tomitiories,  mawes,  &c.  There  is  a  fowl  there  called  the  fcutiallan,  of  a  blade 
colour,  and  as  big  as  a  wild  duck,  which  doth  hve  upon  the  vomit  and  excrements  df 
other  fowls  whom  they  purfue,  and  having  apprehended  them,  they  caufe  them  vomit 
up  what  meat  they  have  lately  taken,  not  yet  digefted.  The  Lord's  works  both  of  tiz- 
ture  and  of  grace  are  wondemd,  all  fpeaking  forth  his  gbrious  goodnefs,  wifdom  «id 
|>ower. 

Remarkable  are  the  d^gers,  which  many  in  thefe  iflss  undergo  in  climlHng  the  rocks 
for  fowls  and  eggs,  efpecially  in  Foula,  where  tbe  inhabitants  in  the  fummer  time  do  moft 
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live'by  this  kind  of  provifion,  and  are  judged  to  be  the  befl:  climbers  of  rocks  in  all  this 
country,  for  foine  of  them  will  faften  a  ftake  or  knife,  as  fotne  fay,  in  the  ground  on 
the  top  of  the  rock,  to  which  theytieafmall  rope  or  cord,  and  fo  they  will  come  dowa 
the  face  of  the  rock  with  this  in  their  hand  fixty,  feventy,  or  eighty  fathoms,  and  do  re- 
turn bringing  up  eggs  and  fowls  with  them ;  but  indeed  very  many  of  them  lofs  thdr 
lives  this  way  ;  yea  it  is  obferved  that  fewUld  men  are  to  be  feen  there,  they  being  fo 
cut  ofl'  before  they  arrive  ^t  old  age  ;  inany  of  them  are  weary  of  the  dangers  and  ha- 
.zjrds  they  dally  incur,  yet  neither  will  they  leave  the  place,  nor  give  over  thefe  pterilous 
attempts,  all  the  dd  inftances  of  thar  friends  and  neighbours  perilhing,  and  death  C3n> 
not  have  this  influence  to  deter  and  afiVtght  them  from  undergomg  the  like  hazards  :  at 
fo  fmall  a  rate  do  they  value  their  lives,  that  for  a  few  fowls  and  eggs  they  will  endanger 
them,  whereas  they  might  have  as  good  and  a  much  fafer  living  eHewhere  :  as  this  (hew- 
etb  bpth  their  folly  and  their  fm,  fo  what  fatigue  and  -danger  men  will  expofe  themfelves 
to,  for  the  avoiding  poverty  and  ftraits,  for  the  upholding  this  clayey  tabernacle,  which 
ere  long  will  moulder  into  the  dait,  and  often  not  fo  much  for  the  fatisfying  the  neceSary 
crnvings  ofnature,as  the  fuperfluous  and  infatiable  defiresof  our  lufls.  Sometimes  one 
man  will  (land  on  the  top.of  the  rock  holding  the  end  of  the  rope  in  his  hand,  and  ano- 
ther will  go  down,  which  neither  is  without  danger,  as  they  telt  us  of  one  who  thus  hold- 
ing his  neighbour  did  let  tbe  rope  flip,  and  down  fell  the  climber  into  the  fea,  but  provi- 
.dentially  there  being  a  boat  near  by,  they  got  hold  of  him,  and  took  him  in,  and  fo  came 
home  before  his  neighbour,  who  judged  him  to  have  perilhed :  the  other  man  at  length 
came  home  with  great  forrow  and  grief  regretting  the  death  of  his  neighbour,  but  be 
Jiearing  that  he  was  already  come  home,  was  not  a  little  confounded  and  adonifhed  at 
the  report,  until  that  at  meeting,  the  man  in  danger  narrated  the  manner  of  his  deliver- 
ance,  which  aflForded  unto  ihem  both  great  matter  of  refrefhment  and  joy. 

In  all  this  couiMry  there  are  only  three  towered  churches,  {i.  e.)  churches  with  towers 
on  them,  to  wit.  Tingwatl,  on  the  Mainland,  the  church  of  Burra  on  the  ifle  of  Burra, 
and  the  church  of  Ireland  a  promontory  belonging  to  the  main,  from  the  top  of  one  of 
which  towers  you  can  fee  another,  built  they  lay  by  three  filters,  who  from  their  feve- 
ral  .towers  could  give  advertifement  to  one  another. 

The  -church  of  Tingwall  ftandeth  in  a  valley  between  two  hills  lying  eaft  and  weft, 
and  is  about  the  middle  of  the  Mainland.  It  was  in  this  parilh,  in  a  fmall  holm,  within 
a  lake  nigh  to  this  church,  where  the  principal  feud  or  judge  of  the  country  ufed  to 
fit  and  give  judgment,  hence  the  holm  to  this  day  is  called  the  Law-Ting,  (from  which 
■  .probably  tbe  parifh  of  Tingwall  had  its  name :)  we  go  into  this,holm  by  ftcpping  ftones, 
where"  three  or  four  great  ftones  are  to  be  feen,  upon  which  the  judge,  clerk  and  other 
officers  of  the  court  did  fit.  All  the  country  concerned  to  be  there  ftood  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  holm  on  the  fide  of  the  loch,  and  when  any  of  their  caufes  was  to  be  judged 
or  determined,  or  the  judge  found  it  neceflary  that  any  perfon  fiiould  compear  before 
him,  he  was  called  upon  by  the  officer,  and  went  in  by  thefe  ftepping  ftones,  who  when 
heard,  returned  the  fame  way  he  came :  and  though  now  this  place  be  not  the  feat  of 
judgment,  there  is  yet  fomelhing  among  them  to  this  day,  which  keepeth  up  the  me- 
mory of  their  old  praftice  for  at  every  end  of  the  loch  there  is  a  houfe,  upon  whofe  graft 
the  country  men  coming  to  the  court  did  leave  their  hdrfes,  and  by  reafon  the  mailers 
of  thefe  houfes  did  fuffer  a  lofs  this  way,  they  were  declared  to  be  fcot-free  j  hence  at 
.this  prefent  time,  two  places  in  the  parifli  of  Sanfting  do  pay  fcot  for  the  one,  and  Con< 
ningfburg  in  Dunrofthefs  for  the  other  ;  fcot  is  a  kind  of  rent  or  due,  which  is  yearly 
paid  to  the  King  or  his  taxmen,  by  the  gentlemen  and  feveral  others  in  the  country. 
This  court  is  thought  to  have  been  kept  by  the  Danes,  when  they  were  in  pofleffion  of 
8-  the 
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ccuntry.  They  alfo  report  that  when  any  perfon  received  fentence  of  death  upon 
ihe  holm,  if  afterwards  he  could  make  his  efcape  through  the  crowd  of  people  (landing 
on  the  fide  of  the  loch,  without  being  apprehended,  and  touch  thefleeple  of  the  church 
of  Tingwall,  the  fentence  of  death  was  reprieved  and  the  condemned  obtained  an  indem- 
nity :  for  this  fteeple  in  thefe  days  was  held  as  an  afylum  for  malefactors,  debtors  charged 
by  their  creditors,  &c.  to  flee  into. 

In  the  way  between  Tingwall  and  Scalloway,  there  is  an  high  ftone  landing  in  form 
of  an  obeliik  as  feme  ancient  monument,  concerning  which  the  people  have  various  tra- 
ditions, fome  faying  that  in  the  Strath  of  lingwail,  where  this  ftone  is  ereSed,  there 
was  a  bloody  fight  between  the  Danes  and  the  old  inhabitants  or  natives  of  this  country, 
and  that  the  Noiwcgian  or  Danifh  general  was  killed  in  this  place,  where  the  ftone  is 
fet  up.  Others  report  that  one  of  the  Earls  of  Orkney  had  a  proflij^ate  and  prodigal 
fon,  who  for  this  caufe  being  animadverted  upon  by  his  father,  fled  to  /.Pthnd,  and  there 
built  a  caltle  or  a  ftrong  houfe  for  himfelf  within  a  loch  at  Stroma,  within  two  miles  of 
Tingwall  to  the  weft,  the  ruins  whereof  are  yet  to  be  feen :  his  father  not  being  fatisfied 
with  his  efcape,  arid  the  way  he  took  for  his  defence,  fent  from  Orknfey  four  or  five  men 
to  purfue  him,  to  whom  he  gave  orders  that  they  Ihould  bring  his  fon  to  him  either  dead 
or  alive :  the  fon  thereupon  not  Bnding  himfelf  fafe  enough  in  his  caftle,  made  his  efcape 
from  the  caftle,  where  the  purfuers  lay  in  ambufii,  but  was  overtaken  by  them  in  the 
Straiih  of  Tingwall  and  killed  there,  whereupon  this  monument  was  erefted.  The  pur- 
fuers took  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  with  them  to  his  father,  but  In  fo  doing  they  were 
fo  far  from  gratifying  of  him,  that  he  caufed  them  all  to  be  put  to  death,  notwithftand- 
ing  of  the  orders  given  by  him. 

There  is  in  the  parifh  of  Tingwall  a  little  off  the  way  as  we  go  from  Lerwick  to  Scal- 
loway, a  fountain  or  fpring  of  very  pure  and  pleafant  water,  which  runneth  through  a 
great  ftone  in  the  rock  by  the  panage  of  a  round  hole,  which  if  you  ftop,  the  water 
forceth  its  way  through  the  pores  of  the  ftone  in  other  places,  the  ftone  it  feems  being 
very  porous  and  fpungy. 

One  of  the  minifters  told  .us  of  a  monfter  bom  the  laft  year  in  the  parifli  of  Nefton, 
about  nine  or  ten  miles  from-  Lerwick  ;  that  one  day  when  he  was  coming  to  the  prefby- 
try,  and  ftanding  at  the  ferry-fide  over  which  he  was  to  pafs,  two  women  came  to  him 
acquainting  him  with  fear  and  grief,  that  their  neigbour  near  by  had  been  travailling  in 
child-birth  under  hard  labour  for  three  days  palt,  and  had  brought  forth  a  monfter, 
which  had  upon  its  forehead  like  a  perjiwig  oi  flefli  and  hair,  raifed  and  towered  up, 
and  by  the  fides  of  tlie  head  there  were  like  wires  of  flefti  coming  down :  moreover  it 
had  two  rows  of  tetth,  with  a  mouth  like  a  rabbit,  deflitute  of  arms  and  legs ;  after 
the  birth  there  was  fome  life  in  it,  and  it  moved  a  little,  but  lived  not  long  j  the 
women  aftifting  at  the  birth  for  a  time  were  afraid  to  touch  it,  it  being  fuch  a  ftrange  aftd 
formidable  fight.  This  miniller  defircd  to  fee  it,  but  it  was  buried  before  he  came. 
The  fame  woman  alfo  formerly  had  brought  forth  two  monfters,  the  firft  whereof 
was  a  confufed  and  undigefted  lump  of  iiefli }  and  the  fecond  had  a  mouth  in  its 
breaft. 

We  enquired  concerning  the  woman,  and  they  told  us  that  they  knew  nothing  of  fcandal 
they  could  lay  to  her  charge,  but  that  llie  had  lived  foberly  all  her  life  ;  only  oneof  the  mi- 
nifters informed  us  that  after  flie  had  brought  forth  the  firft  monfter,  he  heard  that  for  a 
year's  time  thereafter,  ihe  ufed  to  go  bare  footed  to  the  church  ofWifdale  every  Lord's 
Day,  and  pray  there  according  to  the  vow  fiie  had  made  after  the  birth,  think  nj  thereby, 
that  this  might  atone  for  what  was  paft,  and  freve.it  the  like  for  the  future.    If  this  be 

VOL.  in.  5 '  true. 
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true,  God  hath  judicially  puniOied  her,  by  conceiving  and  brin^g  forth  the  tvo  fol'- 
lowing  moitfters,  each  more  wonderful  and  preternatural  than  the  other. 

Sevenil  adulteries  came  before  ihe  comtnillion  attended  with  heinous  and  aggravating 
cireumftances.  One  inftance  we  had  very  remarkable  of  one  James  Mowat  in  the  parim 
of  Northmevan,  who  had  been  lying  in  adultery  with  one  Clara  Tulloch,  his  wife  being 
dead  not  many  years  lince.  Between  which  Mowat  and  Tulloch  there  had  feveral  chiidren 
b«en  procreated,  who  were  all  idiots  and  fools,  fo  that  they  coutd  not  keep  tbemfslves 
eilher  from  fire  or  water,  or  put  their  meat  in  their  mouths,  though  there  be  one  of  them 
of  twenty  years,  and  others  of  them  though  younger,  yttcometo  fome  contiderable  age  ; 
which  (beweth  the  maniteft  judgment  of  God  againil  adulterers,  he  often  ordering  his 
providential  difpenfattons  fo  towards  them,  that  they  may  read  their  fin  in  their  punifli- 
ment,  as  this  wretched  man  was  forced  by  the  power  of  his  fo  far  convinced  confcience  to 
confets  before  the  prefbytery,  that  he  wasfenfible  the  judgments  of  God  were  puri'uing 
him,  whereof  he  gave  the  fatd  lad  inftance,  as  yet  to  be  feen  from  the  prefbytery's  records. 
Another  adulterer  alfo  did  compear  before  us,  who  did  continue  in  the  commiilion  of 
tbis  bis  fm  far  many  yeavs,  and  doth  bear  in  his  face  the  fhamelul  reproof  thereof,  and 
the  juft  marks  of  the  Lord's  indignation  againft  him  for  the  fame.  It  is  a  very  fad  thing 
for  any  to  be  pining  away  both  in  judgments  and  fms. 

A  minifter  here  told  me  a  palTage,  not  to  be  pafTed  without  a  rental  of  God's  righte* 
Qus  judgment  and  holinels-;  a  certain  womw  in  his  pariAi  about  ten  years  fmcefell  in- 
to adultery  with  an  old  marned  manj  he  to  cover  his  villainy,  advifedherto  give  wayti> 
another  young  man's  Hnning  with  her,  who  then  was  in  fuit  of  her  and  frequented  her 
company,  that  fo  if  there  were  a  child,  ftie  might  father  it  upon  this  young  and  unmar- 
ried man ;  accordingly,  as  was  advifed,  it  fell  out,  the  young  man  finned  with  her,  and 
ihe  being  found  with  child,  is  famntoned  to  compear  before  thefelhon,  who  having  in- 
terrogated her  concenung  her  iincleannefs,  and  who  was  the  fttther  of  the  child,  fhean- 
fwered  that  ih«  never  knew  or  had  carnal  dealing  with  any,  fave  fuch  a  young  man  ; 
but  this  covering  could  not  ferve  the  turn  in  palliating  their  fiUhinefs,  God  in  his  wife  ■ 
providence  fo  ordering  it,  that  though  there  was  the  interval  of  five  months  between  the 
old  and  the  young  man's  finning  with  her,  yet  when  the  lime  of  her  delivery  came,  ftie 
firfl-brought  forth  a  perfeft  child  of  nine  months,  and  the  day  after  another  imperfe^H:  of 
four  months,  according  to  the  feveral  times  of  the  old  man,  and  ihe  young  man's  fin- 
ning with  her.  She  being  convinced  that  this  was  of  the  Lord,  and  tliat  (he  could  not 
hide  her  fins  from  God,  though  fhe  fought  to  do  it  from  men,  fbe  ingenuouQy  acknow- 
ledged her  guilt  with  both,  and  fcH*  the  £:and^  is  now  giving  fatt^faSion  ia  the  parifh  of 
Vnft. 

We  had  alfo  the  lamentable  accoant  of  the  tragical  end  of  one  Mr.  Gilbert  Hendry 
adslterer,  in  repute,  for  his  acutenels  of  wit,  and  the  many  excellent  poems  he  com- 
pofed :  he  being  a  marned  man -had  carnal  converfe  with  auocher  womao,  at  which  bis 
frimds  and  well-wifliers  being  greatly  concerned,  one  of  them  laid  hold  of  an  opporta- 
nuy  to  afcoft  aad  fet  upon  him,  eacneftly  intrttating  he  might  break  00"  his  undeah  ani^ 
debauched  converfe  with  that  woman,  holding  out  unto  him  his  (in  and  mifcry,  and 
v&ng  what  arguments  he  thought  might  prevail  for  that  end,  but  he  gave  a  deaf  ear  u»- 
taalt  that  was  faid,  and  by  no  means  would  bsdiSTuaded  from  haunting  her  company* 
yea,  in  coniempt  of  the  admonition  and  reproof,  made  as  if  he  were  going  to  dtat  wo- 
iftan's-honie  thelaaae  night,  and  fo  parting  from  bis  friend,  went  ia  the  evening  to  a 
<vcater  or  loch,  fide,  where  he  wallwd  for  fbmetime  alone,  aadtb^  appeared  a.  manin 
■coip^ny  witk bin aliia-blaok^  Mkd 4;fauS' they  contiivaed  wUlung  tc^ih<E tillnight^  as 
12  the 
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the  people  obferving  did  judge,  and  the  next  maming  this  mifcrable  wretch  was  found 
dead  with  his  brains  dalhed  out,  (though  there  were  no  ftoncs  near  to  the  place  where, 
he  lay),  on  a  hill  fide  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  water,  his  head  and  fliouiders  lying 
downward  to  the  defcent  of  the  hill,  his  brains  were  fcattered,  and  the  ground  about  him 
was  all  troden,  as  if  there  had  been  (Ciith  my  informer),  twenty  men  and  Iiorfes  for 
twenty-four  hours  upon  the  fpot.  It  is  not  many  years  fince  this  fell  out.  So  bad  a  re- 
compence  doth  the  devil  give  his  vaflals  and  flives  for  liieir  fervice,  for  whoremongers 
and  adulterers  God  will  judge,  which  judgments  o&en  he  beginneth  to  mfliS  in  this  Ufa, 
for  the  punilhment  of  the  guilty;  and  the  terror  of  all,  and  to  fliew  that  fee  is  of  purer 
eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  fuch  horrid  iniquity ;  though  the  pouring  cut  of  the  full 
vials  o^  his  wrath  he  referveth  for  the  future,  where  their  worm  fliall  not  die,  noor  the 
fire  for  ever  be  quenched. 

The  fignal  defeat  and  overthrow  of  the  Spanifh  Armada,  that  fuppofed  and  coramontf 
(though  arrogantly)  called  Invincible  Navy,  antio  1 588,  is  famous  in  hiftory,  ndikh  was 
efpecialty  caufed  by  ftormy  winds  and  tempells,  fome  tUeraby  fmkingat  fea,  others  iplit- 
ling  upon  the  coafts  both  of  England  and  France,  and  efpedally  upon  the  north  of  BcoC- 
land,  Orkney  and  Zetland  ;  and  the  Fair  JAe  had  the  honour  d  the  Duke  of  Medina^s 
-being  driven  on  (bore  upon  it,  uadn*  whofe  conduft  this  navy  was  {  who  afti^  his  fiup> 
wreck  came  over  to  Dunrollhels  in  Zetland,  as  an  old  geatlsvioman  informed  me  {  of 
whom  flie  heard  the  country  people  &y  vbofawhim,  frequently  fpealc,  when  ftie  nas^ 
<:bild  \  fo  the  Lord  difperliad  aad  brokje  this  huge  and  formidable  navy,  that  of  n  hund- 
red and  thirty  fiiips  which  fet  out  from  Spain  with  provtfioD,  amipunition,  a&d  otlitr 
farniture  exceeding  great,  fcarce  thirty  returned  { theGodoflaqd  and  £ea  heard  andao* 
fwered  the  prayers  of  lus  pec^le  in  Bntain,  the  curfe  c^  God  purfuing  tkat  hellilh  tnUx>~ 
prife,  notwithllandtng  of  the  infallible  Popifh  benedi^Uon  on  that  invtndbts  armada } 
for  as  our  hiftorian  Calderwood  obferveth,  '■'■  The  rumour  of  the  greiu:  Spaoift  annad« 
being  biased  abroad,  fervent  were  the  prayers  of  the  godly  jn  Scotland*  pfiw^d 
snd  pierdag  were  the  fermons  of  preadiers,  etpedally  in  the  time  of  fall:,  w&ereupOB 
the  Lord  uttered  his  voice  againft  his,  and  his  church's  eatmjes,  by  tandble  things  m 
righteoufnefs ;  our  coafts  upon  which  many  of  that  fieet  wwre  caft  away,  and  fome  of 
the  people  in  it  begged  from  door  to  door,  proclaiming  aloud  the  gbiy  of  ias  jufticc 
and  power." 

Th^-a  are  no  weafels  in  all  the  northern  ifles  of  Zeilaod,  as  I  am  iafeiiined,  though 
numerous  in  the  Mainland,  ^ich  they  report  thus  cape  to  pafs  :  Uw  falooner  hsviog  ^ 
power  given  him,  to  get  a  hen  out  of  every  houte,  aac&  in  tbs  y^r ;  but  one  year  tcwy 
r^fufmg,  or  not  being  fo  willing  to  give,  the  falconer  oitt  of  revenge,  hmaght  the  neat 
year  two  weafvls  with  twin,  which  did  generate  and  fpread,  fi>  that  nov  th*y  are  become 
very  de(lru£iive  to  feveral  goods  of  the  inhabitants,  whereof  a  gentleman  our  informer^ 
told  us  he  had  killeit  feveral  half  an  ell  long. 

Chap.  IX. — The  Fijh-Trede  U  mojl  cenfidtrqfiUt  in  ^eifand. 

OF  all  ttw  things  remarkable  in  Zetland,  their  fifii>trade  is  the  jnoft  oonfiderabley 
whervfove  I  have  chofen  to  {peak  of  it  by  it&lf.  Which  I  fhall  labour  to  do,  ^y  (hew. 
ing  what  hlhing  they  hfive  in  tfaeTe  leas, and  what  fifties  they  da  meft abotnd  in,  and 
have  plenty  t^i  aad  then  hold  out  who  axe  thefe  who  tcade,  aad  what  ad\antages  dot 
accrue  thereby  onto  lite  InhabitanR,  with  Some  refledtsns  upon  the  whole. 

The^M  herei^anKhdecayedbyvliatit  waG,£or  now  neithCT^s  there  fuch  a  grcsft 
ijtimiieK  ei  fiues  .takep,aor  SJo  cafily  can  they  be  hadj.as.formerly }  for  not  above  forty^ 
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or  Bfty  years  fince,  the  filhers  wbuld  havetajten  the  great  fiflies,  fuch  as  killcn,  ling,  &C. 
in  the  voes  or  lochs,  aod  that  in.great  numbers,  and  fo  were  not  neceflitated  to  underly 
fucb  danger  and  toil  in  going  out-to-ths  fea,but  coutd  have  Hen  before  their  own  doors 
and  drawn  the  fiRies,  which  certainly  was  more  fafe,  eafy,  and  convenient  to  them  ia 
many  refpetls  ;  whereas  now  they  are  obliged  to  put  out  feme  leagues  unto  the  fea, 
and  fo  far  often  that  they  ahnoft  Hnk  the  land,  elfe  they  cannot  have  any  iifhing  worth 
their  expence  and  pains,  which  cannot  but  be  very  toilfoiue  and  dangerous,  in  cafe  a 
ftorm  flioutd  arife  and  blow  otF  the  land,  and  fo  put  them  to  fea  with  their  little  boati 
or  yawls,  not  able  to  keep  long  out  againft  the  violent  and  fwelling  waves ;  and  fo  k 
hath  fallen  out  to  fome,  who  bong  tolled  to  and  fro,  whither  tide  and  wind  did  drive 
tbem,  have  never  feen  land  any  more :  and  as  it  is  dangerous,  fo  it  is  toilfome,  ^od  co(U 
them  much  labour,  feeing  often  they  lie  fome  nights  and  days  at  fea,  and  not  come 
aihore. 

The  fiihing  formerly  being  greater  than  what  now  it  is,  occafioned,  they  fay,  fome 
hundreds  of  more  fliips  to  relort  yearly  unto  this  country  than  what  now  ufe  to  do, 
when  filhes  cannot  be  bad  to  ferve  tbem ;  and  indeed  neither  now  are  the  fifhes  fo 
fought  after  as  fometime  they  have  been,  when  they  could  eafily  be  had,  many  being 
willing  rather  to  ftay  at  home  and  catch  what  they  can  about  the  coafls,  which  ordi- 
narily are  but  the  fmailer  fifhes,  :han  to  undergo  fucb  hazards  and  toil  in  following  the 
greater,  which  an  H*dmburgh  merchant  waiting  for  a  lading  complained  to  me  of. 

Although  when  we  inllitute  the  comparifon  between  the  former  and  the  latter  times, 
their  prefent  fifhing  will  appear  to  be  but  fmatl ;  yet  if  we' take  it  under  view  as  it  is  in 
itfelf  without  fuch  a  refpei^,  we  will  find  it  to  be  very  confiderabte  ;  for  though  in  fome 
years  it  be  greater'  than  in  others,  yet  every  year  many  trading  fhips  are  thereby  laded, 
and  this  fame  year  1700  the  fifliing  is  thought  to  be  very  ^ood  :  an  inflance  whereof  a 
merchant  gave  us,  that  in  one  week  in  the  month  of  June  there  were  taken  by  fome 
boats  belonging  to  one  place,  of  Northmevan,fourthoufand  iing,  all  which  were  brought 
in  for  the  loading  of  that  fhip  wherein  he  was  concerned :  and  another  gentleman 
added,  that  fome  other  boats  at  a  little  diftance  from  thefe,  drew  about  feven  hundred 
more  ■,  byit  this  was  fomething  extraordinary,  and  ufeth  not  often  to  faM  out  that  in  one 
ireek  they  take  fuch  a  number. 

The  iifhes  that  do  moft  abound  here  are  killin,  ling,  &c.,  which  being  failed  and 
dried,  foi^igners  export  them  to  other  countries;  of  thefe,  as  hath  been  laid,  there  is 
great  plenty,  but  are  not  ordinarily  taken  near  the  land  :  as  for  haddocks,  whitings,  and 
fuch  leffer  white  fifhes,  tbey  care  not  fo  much  for  the  feeking  after,  except  what  is  for 
their  own  ufe,  for  ftrangers  ufe  but  feldom  to  buy  them  :  and  thefe  greater  fiflies  they 
get  a  greater  quantity  of  in  fome  places  than  in  others ;  as  off  DunrolToefs,  Northmevan, 
Unit,  Yell,  &c.  , 

Great  ihoals  of  herring  do  fwim  alfo  in  thefe  feas,  which  are  taken  in  the  fummec 
feafon,  efpecially  in  the  month  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  Augufl,  for  fometimes  then 
they  will  come  within  a  penny-ftone  caft  of  the  fhore,  and  be  fwinmiing  fo  thick,  and 
taken  fo  full,  that  one  boat  will  call  upon  another  to  come  and  help  them,  and  take  a 
part  of  their  fifties.  Thefe  herrings  taken  here  are  reckoned  to  be  very  good,  if  aot 
among  the  beft,  that  are  taken  upon  the  illes  belonging  ta  the  King  of  Britain's  domi- 
nions j  and  as  now  faid  of  the  white  Ffb,  fo  it  is  of  the  herrings,  they  frequent  fome 
places  more  than  others  ;  as  off  Braffa  to  the  eaft,~  and  between  BralTa  and  Whalfey, 
or  the  Skerries,  where  the  buffes  do  commonly  lie,  within  fight  of  the  land  of  Zetland. 
And  whatever  may  be  faid  of  Grotius  bis  mare  commune  ox  iibemm^  yet  it  holds  here,  for 
any  have  or  take  liberty  to  come  and  5(h  in  thefe  feas,  without  any  way  acknowledging 
tbat  fovereignty  wbereuato  thefe  iiles  do  belong. 

^  There 
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There  are  Ilkewife  here  a  great  many  grey  fiflies  taken,  which  they  cal!  rilluka  and 
fcths,  which  are  judged  to  be  the  fame  kind  of  fifli,  only  the  feths  are  a  greater  and  older 
filluks,  a  thick  and  fat  fifh  ;  for  out  of  one  liver  of  fome  feths  they  will  get  a  pint  of 
our  meafure  of  oil,  with  which  oil  the  inhabitants  pay  part  of  their  rents,  and  fell  the 
reft  unto  merchants.  The  oil  they  get  after  this  manner  :  they  put  the  liver  into  a  pot 
or  pan  half  full  of  water,  which  when  feething,  the  oil  by  the  force  of  the  fire  or  boilihg 
water  is  drawn  from  the  liver,  which  fo  being  feparated,  and  fwimming  above,  they  take 
or  fcum  it  off,  and  put  in  veffels  for  their  ufe.  Thefe  feths  are  to  be  had  about  all  the 
coafts,  but  more  efpecially  about  Dunroffnefs,  Delton,  and  fome  other  places.  The 
filluks,  as  hath  been  obferved,  are  very  numerous  in  Orkney,  but  more  rarely  are  the 
feths  to  be  had  there,  though  the  fame  kind  of  fiOi ;  but  in  Zetland  there  is  no  fcarcity 
of  both. 

Among  the  many  other  excellent  filhee  which  arc  here  for  to  be  had,  there  are  the 
tulk,  a  rare,  wholefome,  and  delicious  Hfh,  no  lefs  pleafant  to  the  tafte  than  they  are  ta 
the  eye ;  fome  of  them  are  as  big  as  ling,  of  a  brown  and  yellow  colour,  with  a  broad 
tail ;  when  making  ready  for  ufe  they  fwell  in  the  pan  more  than  any  other  fifh  ;  whea 
made  ready,  their  filh  is  rery  white  and  clear ;  when  new  haled,  they  are  much  more 
pleafant  to  eat  than  when  falted  and  dried,  for  then  I  think  ihe^  lofe  much  more  of 
their  favour  and  relilh.  They  begin  to  fiHi  (or  them  about  the  end  of  May  or  beginning 
of  June,  and  are  taken  to  the  ead  of  the  ifle  of  Brafla,  or  between  Brafla  and  Whalfey* 
'  opening  to  the  coafts  of  Norway,  and  here  only  are  they  to  be  found,  and  more  rarely 
in  other  places,  except  off  DunrolTnefs,  where  alfo  fometimes  they  are  got.  The  fifhers 
often  go  out  about  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  not  return  home  till  the  end  of  it^ 
and  the  further  they  go  off  to  the  fea  they  wilt  get  them  the  bigger,  and  io  greater  num- 
bers- They  ufe  to  fell  them  to  the  Hamburghers  for  eight  or  ten  pounds  Scots  the 
hundred,  or  fix  fcore ;  and  fome  of  them  alfo  are  taken  to  other  places,  where  they  are 
much  defired  by  fuch  as  know  them. 

Thofe  who  commonly  frequent  this  country  and  trade  with  the  inhabitants  are  Ham- 
burghers, and  fometimes  Bremers  and  others,  who  come  here  ordinarily  in  the  month 
of  May  or  about  the  b^-ginning  of  June,  and  in  feveral  places  fet  up  booths  or  fhops, 
where  they  fell  liquors,  as  beer,  brandy,  &c.,  and  wheaten  bread,  as  that  which  they  call 
cringet-brea<i,  and  the  like ;  they  alfo  felt  feveral  forts  of  creme-ware,  as  linen,  muflin, 
&c.  And  thefe  merchants  feek  nothing  better  in  exchange  for  their  commodities  than 
to  truck  with  the  country  for  their  fiihes,  which  when  the  filhers  engage  to,  Ae  mer- 
chants will  give  them  either  money  or  ware,  which  they  pleafe,  and  fo  the  fiQiers  going 
to  fea,  what  they  take  they  bring  once  in  the  week  or  oftener,  as  they  have  occafion,  and 
lay  them  down  at  their  booth  door,  or  in  any  other  place  where  the  merchint  appoints* 
them  to  be  laid,  and  they  being  there  numbered,'tbe  merchants  account  for  them  ac- 
cordingly :  thefe  fifhes,  which  are  ordinarily  great  white  fifhes,  as  killen,  ling,  and  the 
like,  the  merchants  or  their  fervanis  having  dried,  they  take  themaboard  of  their  flups. 
Several  fuch  Dutch  booths  are  to  be  feen  through  the  ifles,  as  fix  ordinarily  in  the  ifle 
of  Vnft,  two  m  Yell,  &c. 

The  Hollanders  alfo  repair  to  thefe  ifles  in  June,  as  hath  been  faid,  for  their  herring- 
fifhing,  but  they  cannot  be  faid  fo  properly  to  trade  with  the  country,  as  to  fifh  upon' 
their  coafls,  and  they  ufe  to  bring  all  forts  of  provifions  necelfary  with  them,  fave  fome' 
frefh  visuals,  as  fheep,  lambs,  hens,  &c.,  which  they  buy  on  fhore.  .  Stockings  alfo 
are  brought  by  the  country  people  from  all  quarters  to  Lerwick  and  fold  to  thefe  fifhers,  ■ 
for  fometimes  many  thoufands  of  them  will  be  afhore  at  one  time,  and  ordittary  it  is  with 
them  to  buy  flockings  to  themfelves,  and  fome  likewife  do. to  their  wives  and  clitildren,' 
. .  '  vihich 


y  Google 


798  BKAMD's   DEgCllIPTieN   OF  O&VNEY* 

vhicb  19  very  t^^eficial  to  the  iiihabitania ;  for  fo  mpney  is  l»vught  into  the  country, 
there  is  9  vcfit  for  the  wapl,  md  tht;  poor  are  employed.  StocKinge  alfo  are  brougiit 
from  Orkiiey  and  fold  there,  whereby  fqme  gaia  accrues  to  the  retiailers.  who  wdii  the 
cotning  of  the  Dutch  fleet  for  a  market. 

fiyt  efp^jaljy  much  advantage  doth  redound  to  them  from  their  trade  with  the  Ham- 
burghers  ;  for  befides  that  they  are  furni(hed  by  them  with  provifioDS,  what  necelTary 
wh^l  convenient,  thefe  merchapls  bring  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  with  them,  fo  that, 
as  one  of  their  minifters  told  me>  feven  ifaips  are  .ordinarily  reckoned  to  have  three  tlioii. 
iand  fi]c  hundred  dollars  aboard,  which  they  leave  behind  them  not  only  for  tithes,  but 
alfo  for  rpveral  other  things  which  are  the  produ^  of  the  country,  as  butter,  oil,  &c. ; 
and  if  any  pleafe  not  to  take  their  commodities,  they  prefently  give  them  money  upon 
receipt  of  their  goods.  The  proprietors  alfo,  or  mafters  of  the  ground  upon  which 
thefe  booths  are  built,  reap  a  confiderable  gain,  for  fome  of  them  will  get  twenty  dollars 
fsr  ^nHiim  for  the  ufe  of  a  houfe  in  tiie  fummer  feafoQ  to  be  a  booth ;  and  I  think  twice 
f>r  thri?«  the  fum  will  build  them. 

UpoA  the  whole  of  this  chapter  we  may  entertain  thefe  following  J'efie^lions :  6t^ 
h?nce  we  may  obferve  the  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  God  ■»  his  powa*  in  that 
It^  hfUfWs .  ha.v^  made  this  great  and  wide  fea,  wherein  are  things  creeping  innumerable ; 
^pw  many  millions  of  great  and  fmall  filhes  are  every  year  taken,  yet  the  nest  we  ex. 
^e^  t^  \)Q  ferve4  with  as  g>'eat  a  number ;  God  giving  thefe  creattves  the  fea  for  tbeio 
propter  habitation,  and  providing  faitable  proviUou  for  them  in  that  element,  wfaare 
pother  (^ed-tjme  nor  hvveft,  yet  all  thefe  wait  upon  him,  and  he  giveth  their  meat  io 
4*|e  {e^foat  'Bis  ■vKdomy  in  that  wife  and  beautiful  order  to  be  ohferved  among  thefo 
Ivutal  creaturea,  the  feveral  kbds  knowing  their  coming  jand  their  going  time,  and  their 
Ipvit^  to  frequeQt  one  place  of  the  water  more  than  another,  though  both  under  the 
laoie  climate :  their  going  forth  all  of  them  hy  banda,  thotigh  they  have  no  king,  ovar. 
feer,  or  ruler,  iheie  fyuammo/a  cobortesy  though  not  governed  by  princ^les  of  reaica, 
yet  by  their  Eiatural  mltinft  being  reafonably  a£ted,  each  to  their  proper  ends,  far  the 
tiiaititeoanceand  prefervation  of  their  feveral  kinds,  ^ve  occafion  to  reafonable  man  to 
flckn^wl6(lge,  admire»  and  adore  the  intinite  wifdom  of  his  and  their  maker.  Here  alfo 
the  g«o(^Wil3  oi  God  is  to  be  obferved  in  this,  that  all  thefe  are  given  for  the  fervice  of 
nitHi,  that  not  only  our  tabka  fhould  be  fumifhed  with  the  creatures  that  breathe  in  tha 
fatneeWent  with  ua,  but  alfo  with  thefe  that  live  in  another ;  and  teeing  all  tfa^  are, 
as  it  were,  ^crig^ed  Sox  our  ufe,  &ould  we  not  "  prefent  ourfelves  fouls  and  bodies 
livine  fftcrifices  hply  and  acoqit^ble  unto  God,  which  is  our  reafonable  Cerviqe."  Seran^. 
that  God  hath  nude  man  to  have  damtaion  over  the  bealls  of  the  field,  the  fiawU  of  the 
^r,  and  the  &(he«  of  the  fea.  flioiild  we  not  gratefully  Ihew  fonh  lus  praifc,  and  lay  with 
^l  it^wiTeohferyers  of  Providence,  "O  Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  nunc  is 
in  9II  thf  earth  f"  ' 

7.  It  is  thjeiUbii^  only  wbit^  makes  tbit  countJry  any  way  dsBrable,  elfe  it  would  he 
very  unpleaf^t  Uviog  ther?,  as  Bcieihiua  of  old  did  obferKe  :  Quorum  opes  mtver^  m 
ftfcibusfde  arefaSih,  quas  quoiannis  ad  cos  actedentes  HoUandt,  Zelandi  ac  Qcxamni  alia-r 
rwnque  reru^  vulgmrivtiffiimatitiiaiuatirefftttm'.  Yea,  if  we  abttraft  from  their  fiihing-. 
trade,  in  tn^y  p&cm  there  could  not  be  any  living  at  all,  they  not  having  fiey&  either 
for  corn  lan4  Qi*  grazing  i  but  they  trading  in  6fiiss  with  foie^n  merchants,  who  impart 
i^i^y  goods  tor  th?  more  coaiibrtabk  EvJsg  of  the.couutry,  their  coming  Iq  the  fummer. 
is  very  refrefiiful  to  ^  the  inhabitants,  the  thoughts  and  expedation  of  which  in  the 
wipt-^r  doth  not  a  little  sevive  ibem,  when  thety  IbaU  enjcgr  ibme  better  £ire  chaa  what 
Ahfic  <;qwV^  deth  afliwid«  nhea  Hamburgh  liquor^  aad  a»modHif &  iball  ^  birougfat 
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to  their  doora,  which  being  expeftod  and  defired,  may  occafion  fometimes  their  taking 
of  a  largei*  Clip,  they  knowing  that  the  booths  wilt  not  always  fland  open. 

^  34  Ic  is  to  be  obferved,  that  dill  the  further  north  we  go  the  fiflies  are  to  be  had  in 
greater  abundance;  in  Zetland  more  than  in  Orkney  ;  and  in  Iceland,  to  the  norlh  of 
Zetland,  more  than  in  either,  the  inhabitants  there  moftly  living  upon  fifhes  :  and  again 
We  may  nwice,  as  there  is  not  fuch  a  plenty  of  fiflies  in  Orkney  as  in  Zetland,  yet  there, 
is  a  greater  of  corn  ;  and  fo  in  Zetland  there  is  more  com  than  in  Iceland,  for  in  Iceland 
they  have  little,  if  any,  com  as  the  product  of  their  country,  as  fome  in  Zetland  did  in- 
form mS,  who  have  converfed  with  thefe  who  have  been  there ;  therefore  the  common.  -, 
alty  generally  make  ufe  of  dried  fifties  beaten  fmall  inftead  of  bread,  as  Boethius  hinteth 
at ;  Ultra  ScheHandicai  alia  quadam  irtfula^  qua  ftfccs  arefailas  ac  file  indaratos  pijlillf 
toTttunduntt  nidx  admijia  aqua  in  pa/iillos  componant,  atque  adfocum  torrent,  qui  illis  pants  e/tr 
which  flieweth  us  the  great  wifdom  of  God  in  his  great  works  of  providence,  who  be- 
ftoweth  not  all  bleflings  upon  every  nation  ;  but  when  he  denieth  or  giveth  lefs  of  one- 
blefling  to  one  nation  or  country,  he  alloweth  them  more  of  another ;  which  is  alfo 
often  obferved  with  refpcft  to  particular  perfons.  This  variety  likewife  fheweth  the 
neceflity  and  advantage  of  one  nation  or  kingdom's  trading  with  another. 

4.  The  fiftiing-trade  is  very  lucrative  and  enriching  to  fhofe  who  clofely  follow  it;, 
it  is  commonly  faid  that  it  is  the  fiftiing  which  firfl:  raifed  the  Netherlands  to  that  pitch 
of  grandeur  and  wealth  which  now  they  have  arrived  at :  hence  fome  hiftorians  call  the 
iifliery  the  Gold-mine  of  Holland,  and  that  by  their  fiftiing  efpecially  in  the  Britifti  feas; 
and  if  it  were  not  fo  very  gainful,  what  would  make  them  every  year  equip  fuch  a  no- 
merous  fleet  of  feveral  hundreds  of  bufles,  under  the  guard  and  proteftion  of  their  con- 
voys, btJtthat  they  know  the  Zetland  feas  makes  theit'  wvAh  tb  go,  therefore  they  do  fo- 
warmly  purfue  this  trade,  and  encourage  the  undertakers  thereof:  and  fo  it  is  with  the 
Hamburghers  and  other  merchants,  efpecially  hi  the  Hans  Towns,  who  trading  here 
during  the  fummer  feafon,  return  home  in  Auguft  or  September,  they  not  only  with 
Jiffies  i'erving  their  refpeftive  cities,  but  by  fending  them  alfo  up  the  country  do  make' 
a  good  market,  which  engageth  and  encourageth  them  to  return  every  year  and  follow 
the  fame  trade. 

5.  The  confideration  of  this  great  gain  that  doth  redound  to  the  trading  merchants, 
hath  of  late  animated  fome  gentlemen  and  others  in  Zetland  to  enter  inio  a  fociety  or 
company  for  trading  in  fifties  ;  that  whereas  ftrangers  make  fuch  a!  good  hand  with  their  • 
fiffies,  they  may  as  well  confult  their  own  profit  and  gain,  by  promoting  of  that  trade, 
which  tendeth  fo  much  to  the  enriching  of  others,  efpecially  feeing  they  can  do  it  with 
far  lefs  trouble  and  expence  when  here  at  home,  where  the  fiflies  are  to  be  had,  which 
when  tuken  and  prepared  may  be  fent  abroad  for  fale  to  foreign  markets  j  whereas  the 
Hamrburghers  and  others  which  come  here  are  obliged  to  tarry  from  home  through  the 
fcmmcr  waiting  for  their  lading. 

6.  It  hath  been  thought  very  fl:range  by  many  that  our  own  fiftiing,  for  which  we 
Hare  fo  great  and  fo  inviting  advantages  beyond  orhers,  (houtd  yet  be  fo  mach  neglected 
tfy  ourfelves,  and  left  to  the  improfement  of  ftrangers,  who  reap  vaft  gain  from  it, 
And  as  this  deferves  the  confideraiion  of  the  government,  fo  it  might  be  expedted  that 
ihe  late  difappointment,  in  the  holy  and  wife  providence,  of  this  nation's  noble  and  ge- 
jierous  attempt  to  have  fettled  a  foreign  ptantatiofi,  for  raifmg  us  from  the  dunghill  of 
Contempt  and  poverty,  and  advancing  oar  wealth  and  trade,  will  excite  both  thefe  worthy 
imdertakcrs  and  others  to  erapkxy  their  ftocfcs  and  endeav(  urs  m  fearching  after  and 
digging  thefe  mints  of  the  ocean  nearer  home,  and  profiting  by  thefe  bleflings  which 
providence  has  brooght  to  our  very  doors,  efpeciaHy  fmce  iJiereby  not  only  vrould  a 
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number  of  able  feamen  be  yearly  trained  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  nation,  afid  the 
nation  thereby  put  in  a  better  capacity  for  undertaking  and  fupporting  greater  proje^ 
of  trade  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  world,  but  likewife  many  poor  people  would 
be  employed  who  are  ready  to  {tarvc.  And  it  is  more  reafonable  we  Hiould  hfh  in  our 
own  feas,  than  for  flrangers  fo  to  do  i  and  T  do  greatly  queftion  if  the  Hollanders, 
Hamburghei-s  or  others,  would  fo  permit  us  to  fifli  in  any  feas  fo  nigh  to  thdr  land,  de- 
pending on  their  fovereignty,  as  we  do  ihem. 

And  for  this  end  Ihipping  would  be  encouraged  by  the  government,  and  trading  mer- 
chants, as  the  Hollanders,  do,  an  inllancc  whereof  we  had  when  in  Zetland  :  a  Holland 
ihip  came  into  Braffa  Sound  from  cruizing  about  the  FairlUe,  waiting  for  the  Ead  India 
fleet,  having  in  her  wine,  brandy,  visuals,  &c.  for  their  ufe,  that  they  might  be  re- 
frefhed  before  they  arrived  at  their  port,  and  this  the  trading  company  negleS  not  ordi- 
narily to  do.  which  ftiewetli  they  are  great  encouragers  of  trade  ;  and  for  the  encou- 
raging of  trade,  taxations  impofed  upon  Shipping  fhould  be  eafy,  efpecially  now  when 
the  trade  is  (o  low,  that  many  merchants  and  (hip-maflers,  after  they  have  hazarded 
their  lives  and  their  all,  do  return  lofejs  home  ;  for  if  otherwife,  no  wonder  that  all  con- 
cerned in  trade  be  difpirited  and  difcouraged  in  attempting  any  thing  tb^  is  noble, 
which  might  tend  to  the  nation's  public  good. 

Chap.  X.^Concerniu^  Pl^htland-Firlh,  the  feveral  Tides  U'hkh  meet  therCt  the  Dan^ 


THE  noife  that  Pightland-Firth  makes  among  many  who  only  have  heard  thereof,  as 
being  noted  and  famous  for  its  danger  to  palTengers,  and  the  caufes  which  concur  to 
render  it  fo,  awakened  us  more  particularly  to  enquire  concerning  if,  which  we  had 
opportunity  to  do  in  our  return  from  Zetland  by  Orkney  to  Caithnefs :  and  therefore 
feeing  we  paSed  it  in  our  voyage,  I  (hall  not  altogether  pafs  it  in  this  narrative,  but  commu- 
nicate to  the  inquifilive  what  I  know  either  from  my  own  or  others'  obfervation  anent  it. 

This  5rth  is  commonly  called  Finland,  Pightland,  or  Penthland-Firth,  doubtlefs  from 
the  Pifts  whofe  kingdom  of  old  Orkney  was,  divided  by  this  firth  from  the  continent 
of  Scotland.  Blaw,  in  hie  Atlas  or  Geography,  tells  us  of  a  certain  tradition,  Slewing 
how  it  came  firft  to  be  fo  denominated ;  that  the  Pi£ts  on  a  time  being  defeated  by  the 
Scots,  who  purfued  the  victory  unto  C^thnefs  and  Dungilby-hcad,  where  the  vanquilhed 
remnant,  fo  hotly  purfued,  not  Judging  themfelves  fafe,  were  forced  to  take  boats  and 
go  over  the  firth  to  Orkney ;  but  the  Orkney^men  convening  upon  the  alarm  of  their 
landing,  did  fo  warmly  receive  them  with  a  Ihaip  confli£t,  that  thePifls  were  obliged 
to  retire  and  take  themfelves  to  their  boats  again,  with  which  they  going  off,  and  not 
acquainted  with  the  running  of  the  tides,  they  all  perilhed  ;  upon  which  fad  cataftrophe, 
fo  laial  to  ihe  Pidifli  nation,  this  firth  ever  fmce  was  called  Piftland,  or  Pightland-Firth. 
Buchanan  calls  it  Penthland-Firth,  as  it  is  commonly  pronounced,  from  one  Penthus; 
but  who  this  Penthus  was,  our  hiftorian  hath  not  been  pleafed  to  impart  unto  us  :  Nam 
Penlblandici  moHies  et  /return  Pent hlandicum  aPenlho  non  a  Pi{lo  compofita  ■uideri  poffunt. 
Some  hiftorians  relate  that  the  Pifts  coming  firft  out  of  Germany  into  Orkney,  which 
they  inhabited  for  a  feafon,  thence  they  paned  over  to  Caithnefs  and  other  parts  of  the 
north  of  Scotland  ;  fo  that  hence  this  firth  is  called  Piflland-Firth. 

The  firth  is  (aid  to  be  twelve  miles  broad,  and  I  think  they  are  but  lliort ;  but  tlus 

may  be  abundantly  compenfed  by  the  danger  of  the  paflage :  it  is  bounded  on  the  north 

by  the  illes  of  Orkney,  and  on  the  fouth  by  Dungifby-bead  in  Caithnefs  ;  to  the  weft 

is  the  Deucaledonian  Ocean,  whence  the  flood  coi»es  \  and  to  the  ea(t  is  the  German 
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Ocean,  ■whence  the  ebb  runneth.  The  landing-places  are  Burwick,  the  fouthernmoft: 
point  of  South  Ronaldflia  in  Orkney,  and  Dungifby-head  the  northemmoft  in  Caith- 
nefs,  called  alfo  John  Grott's  Houfe,  the  northernmoft  houfe  in  Scotland ;  the  man  who^ 
now  livcth  in  it  and  keepeth  an  inn  there  is  caiicd  John  Grot,  who  faiih  this  houfe  hath 
been  in  the  pofTeflion  of  his  predeceflbrs  of  that  name  For  lome  hundreds  of  years ;  which 
name  of  Grot  Is  frequent  in  Caithnefs.  Upon  the  fand  by  John  Grot's  houfe  are  found 
many  fmall  pleafant  buckles  and  Iheils,  beautified  with  diverfe  colours,  which  fome  ufe 
to  put  upon  a  firing  as  beads,  and  account  much  of  for  their  rarity.  It  is  alfo  obferved 
of  thefe  Iheils,  that  not  one  can  be  found  altogether  like  another ;  and  upon  the  review 
of  the  parcel  I  had,  I  difcemed  fome  difference  among  them,  which  variety  renders 
them  the  more  beautiful. 

In  the  firth  are  the  ifies  of  Swinna,  Stroma,  and  Pightland-Skerries.  From  Burwick 
•  to  the  weft-north-weft  lies  Swinna,  one  of  the  ifies  of  Orkney  j  a  little  ifle  wherein  are 
fome  inhabitants,  who  have  a  good  fifhing  about  the  ifie,  but  often  with  great  danger, 
not  only  becaufe  it  is  in  Pightland-firth,  where  many  tides  do  go,  but  becaufe  of  fome 
dangerous  wells  or  whirlpools  which  are  nigh  unto  it.  From  Burwick  about  five  or 
fix  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  lies  Pighlland-Skerries,  danjrerous  to  feamen ;  thefe  Skerries 
being  in  the  mouth  of  the  firth  to  the  eaft,  upon  which  both  in  ebb  and  flood  there 
goes  a  great  fea  j  therein  is  fome  good  pafture,  but  not  inhabited,  fave  fometimesin  the 
fummer  feafon.  In  the  firth  alfo  is  the  ifle  of  Stroma,  a  little  pleafant  ifle,  abounding 
with  corns,  about  a  mile  and  an  half  long,  and  half  a  raile  broad,  and  though  it  be  in 
the  firth,  yet  it  is  not  reckoned  as  one  of  the  ifles  of  Orkney,  becaufe  of  its  vfcinity  to 
Caithnefs,  from  which  it  is  but  about  two  miles  djftant,  and  this  is  the  only  ifle  which 
belongs  unto  Caithnefs,  and  is  ftill  under  the  jurifdi&ibn  oi  the  lords  of  that  country. 

Befides  the  ifles  there  are  fome  fkerries,  as  before  Burwick ;  not  half  a  mile  from 
land,  there  is  one  feen  at  an  ebb,  upon  which  three  years  ago  was  call  away  a  fhip  be- 
longing to  Aberdeen,  and  all  the  men  in  her,  as  they  fay,  were  loft. 

Although  the  fea  in  this  firth  floweth  and  ebbeth  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  as 
it  doth  in  other  places,  yet  there  is  a  meeting  of  many  tides  here^  which  running  con- 
trary  one  to  another,  caufe  that  great  rage,  and  as  it  were  a  eonflid;  of  waters,  which  is 
terrible  to  behold,  and  dangerous  to  engage  with  :  what  is  the  number  of  thefe  tides 
cannot  Well  be  condefcended  upon,  fome  fay  thirteen,  others  eighteen,  and  others 
twenty-four.  Blaw,  in  his  Geography,  hinteth  at  this,  and  the  reafon  thereof,  fhewing 
that  the  fea  running  among  the  Orkney  Ifles,  is  thereby  reftratned,  and  made  to  go 
through  the  ifles  as  fo  many  water-fpouts,  which  meeting  in  this  firth  render  it  fo  formi- 
dable and  dangerous.  But  becaufe  of  the  pertinency  and  elegancy  of  the  hiftorian 
upon  this  head,  1  fhall  give  his  own  words  :  Fretum  hoc  naviganltbus  formidabile,  nequs 
nifijialis  iemporibus,  quanquam  pofiih  •ventis,  traje^ui  opportunum.  Cauja  eji  cum  lejiut 
jnaris  quot'idie  a  feptentrionibus  incUetur  in  bis  kcts  Orchadas  circumfufm  Ufque  interfujus^ 
bicprimum  objehu  ierrarum  coercetur^  unde  vis  ilia  immenfa  aquarum  tmiltis  canalibus  in- 
Jidoi  illas  permeansj  dein  reliquo  tnari  in  bocfreto  effufa^  luHantibus  eiiam  maris  Verglvii  et 
Orienialit  undis  formidabiles  aquarum  vortices  cum/ummo  naviumpcriculo  creat.  And  indeed 
when  we  fee  the  many  impetuous  tides  coming  out  into  this  firth,  from  among  the  iflet 
of  Orkney,  each  bearing  that  courfeto  which  they  are  determined,  by  the  land  and  ifles 
ihey  wafli  and  beat  upon,  we  will  not  judge  It  ftrange,  that  there  fliould  be  fuch  a 
meeting  of  tides  in  this  firth  ;  for,  as  fome  exprefe  it,  **  Every  craig-lug  makes  a  new 
tide  :"  and  many  craigs  and  lugs  are  there  here. 

Hence  it  is  clear  that  the  tide  will  run  with  a  greatter  rapidity  and  force  In  fome 
places  than  in  others  i  as  when  we  pals  that  part  of  the  firth,  "whwe  we  meet  whh  (he 
'    vol..  ni.  5  £  fHida        i 
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tide  in  the  ebb  running  off  the  fides  of  Fightland  Skerries  from  fouth-eaft,  down  into  the 
Swelcbie  of  Stroma,  then  the  men  mull  ply  their  oars  and  work  hard,  left  they  be  borne 
down  into  the  Swelchie,  a  dangerous  place.  When  alfo  we  are  three  or  four  miles 
from  Caithnefs,  ihere  is  another  fuch  rapid  current  coming  from  the  fouth  of  Dongis- 
by-head  out  of  Murray-firth  running  upon  Stroma,  both  into  the  Swelchie  on  the 
north,  and  into  the  Merry-men  of  May  on  the  fouth  end  of  ihe  ifle.  In  our  paffage 
through  this  current,  for  half  an  hour,  we  made  not,  as  we  could  ubferve,  one  foot  of 
way,  though  there  were  four  men  tugging  at  the  oars,  and  no  wind  blowing ;  and  in 
all  probability  we  had  been  carried  down  upon  Stoma,  if  an  able  man,  a  paffenger,  had 
not  taken  an  oar,  fo  that  then  there  were  three  oars  upon  our  ftarboard  fide.  Hence 
in  fome  places  there  is  a  fwift,  and  in  others  a  foft  running  tide,  which  the  boatmen 
being  well  acquainted  with,  they  will  fometimes  reft  from  their  bard  labour  and  refreOi 
themfelves  a  little. 

In  our  paffage  we  fee  the  currents  before  we  engage  with  them,  running  like  the 
torrents  of  fome  great  rivers,  and  in  fome  places  we  will  fee  the  waters  fmooth,  and 
rough  round  about ;  the  reafon  wherefore  of  I  know  not,  if  it  be  not  becaufe  of  fome 
tides  meeting  there,  and,  as  it  were,  for  fome  time  quiefceut  in  their  centre,  fometbing 
like  unto  which  I  have  obferved  in  the  meeting  of  feveral  rivers  in  one  place. 

In  the  firth  are  feveral  places  remarkable  for  their  danger,  as  the  wells  io{  Svrinna, 
whereof  fome  are  on  the  eaft  fide  and  others  on  the  wed  fide  of  the  ifle,  they  are  like 
unto  whirlpools',  turning  about  with  fucb  violence,  that  if  any  boat  come  nigh  unto 
them,  they  will  fuck  or  draw  it  in,  and  then  turaeth  it  about  until  it  be  fwallowed  up : 
but  thefe  wells  are  only  dangerous  in  a  calm,  and  feamen  or  fifliers  to  prevent  their 
danger  thereby  ufe,  when  they  come  near  them  to  caft  in  an  oar,  barrel,  or  fuch  like  ~ 
thing,  on  which  the  wells  clofing,  they  fafely  pafs  over.  The  minifter  of  the  place  told 
me,  that  about  twenty  years  ago  there  were  two  filher-tftiats  there,  who  coming  nigh 
the  wells,  the  men  in  the  one  boat  feeing  their  danger,  one  of  thefe  men  thus  afraid 
,  took  hold  of  the  other  boat  by  them,  and  both  boats  were  fwallowed  up.  One  of  the 
minifters  of  Zetland  told  me,  there  were  three  of  thefe  boats,  it  fo  falling  out,  that  he 
paffed  the  firth  the  very  day  after  they  perilhed :  yet  not  with  Handing  ofthefe  dangers 
the  Bfhers  will  not  defile  from  fifbing  about  thefe  wells ;  for  they  obferve  the  nearer 
they  come  to  them,  the  have  the  fiJhes  both  greater,  better,  and  more  numerous,  fo 
the  fifhes  draw  the  men,  and  the  wells  draw  both. 

Near  to  thefe  Skerries  before  Burwick  formerly  mentioned,  are  alfo  two  or  tliree 
veils,  called  the  Wells  of  Tiftala,  only  dangerous  in  a  flood,  as  the  wells  of  Swinna, 
are  in  an  ebb ;  thefe  wells,  as  fome  do  judge,  are  caufed  by  an  hiatus  or  gap  in  the  earth 
below:  further  I  would  offer  this  confideration,  that  whereas  all  thefe  wells  are  nigh 
unto .  ragged  rocks,  conftantly  beat  upon  by  the  tides,  there  may  be  fome  fecret  con- 
veyances of  the  water  into  caverns  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  from  which  they  may 
pafs  into  fome  other  places,  where  they  rife  again,  and  that  even  in  the  fame  firth, 
though  fucb  places  be  unknown,  as  it  is  ftoried  of  many  rivers,  which  fall  into  and  run 
many  miles  below  the  earth,  and  come  out  again  in  other  places.  But  that  which  I 
judge  to  be  more  firaple,  is  that  feveral  tides  running  upon  the  rocks,  and  thence  r& 
turning  and  meeting  with  other  tides,  caufe  fuch  a  whirl  as  we  fee  behind  mill-wheels,' 
fome  of  the  water  coming  from,  and  another  part  as  it  were  appearing  to  return  upon 
the  wheel,  which  caufe  mch  a  whirl,  and  no  more  doth  the  whirls  in  the  firth  require  a 
■  hiatus  in  the  earth  or  a  fubterianeous  paffage,  than  the  whirls  in  the  mill's  wate^ 
courfes :  as  for  their  fwallowing  up  of  boats  which  are  no  more  feen,  this  doth  not  prove 
it ;  for  thde  boats  may  be  broken  beneath  the  water  upon  rocks  or  the  like,  and  the 
I  .  brokcft 
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broken  -timber  go  to  the  fea,  of  which  there  is  enough  found  cad  afliore  upon  thefe  ifles. 
But  many  things  of  this  nature  are  hidden  to  us,  and  we  can  only  give  our  conjeftures 
anent  them. 

There  is  alfo  in  this  firth  the  Swelchie  of  Stroma,  a  very  dangerous  place  at  the 
north  end  of  the  ifle  of  Stroma,  where  there  is  a  meeting  of  feveral  tides  which  caiifeih 
the  water  to  rage  and  make  a  dreadful  noife,  heard  at  fome  dillance  ;  as  likewife  the 
fea-billows  are  raifed  high,  and  appear  white  and  frothy,  very  terrible  to  behold,  efpeci- 
ally  if  any  ftorm  be  lying  on,  falling  unto  which  all  paffengers  carefully  labour  to  avoid  ; 
as  a  gentleman  related  to  me,  that  once  he  was  in  great  danger,  the  feamen  giving 
themfeives  over  for  loft,  though  three  miles  from  the  Swelchie,  and  chat  in  a  dead  calm, 
when  within  two  or  three  pair  of  butts  to  Stroma,  and  though  fo  near  land,  they  had 
been  carried  down  into  and  perilhed  by  this  Swelchie,  as  they  all  laid  their  account, 
if  the  Lord  had  not  fpeedily  canfed  a  northern  wind  to  blow,  whereby  they  got  hold 
of  Stroma. 

There  is  another  dangerous  place  at  the  fouth  end  of  this  ifle  of  Stroma,  where  is 
alfb  a  great  confliS  of  water,  called  the  Merry-men  of  May,  fo  called  from  the  houfe  of 
Mey,  a  gentteman's  dwelling  in  Caithnefs,  oppofite  to  this  ifle,  and  called  Merry-men 
becaufe  of  the  leaping  and  dancing,  as  it  were,  of  the  waters  there,  though  mirth  and 
dancing  be  far  from  the  minds  of  the  Teamen  and  paffengers,  who  fhall  be  fo  unhappy 
as  to  ^11  in  among  them,  efpedally  when  any  fea  is  going. 

Seeing  from  what  hath  been  faid  this  firth  is  fo  very  dangerous  to  pafs,  no  wonder 
that  the  mariners  and  others  be  very  careful  to  lay  hold  on  the  fitteft  occafion  for  a  fafe 
paflage,  which  they  find  to  be  a  little  before  the  turning  of  the  tide,  when  it  is  begiiming 
to  ebb  on  the  fliore,  but  the  flood  is  yet  running  in  the  fea,  then  they  ufe  to  go  o^ 
that  fo  when  they  are  in  or  nigh  unto  the  middle  of  the  firth,  the  tide  may  be  upon  the 
turn,  which  caufeth  for  fome  time  a  ftiU  and  quiet  fea,  (as  to  the  running  of  the  tides,) 
and  the  feamen  are  not  fo  put  to  it,  in  wrfiftiing  eirher  againft  flood  or  ebb.  Buchanan, 
(peaking  of  thefe  feas  and  the  rapid  tides,  eieganily  expreffeth  himfelf:  Dua  funt 
tempejiales  quibut  ba  anguflUe  funt  JuperabUety  aut  ciUn  mfiuum  relapfu  ceffante  undarwa 
confiifiuy  mare  tranqtdUatury  aut  ubi  plena  alveo  aquor  adfummum  increnienti  pervemty 
languefcente  utrinque  vt  iilOy  qua  undas  ,cgrteilabai,  veluit  receptm^  canente  oceano  frocel/is 
et  vorticejfi  pelagi  commoti  molibutfe  velut  infua  cajira  rectpienUbus, 

Any  wind,  they  obfefve,  will  take  them  over  from  Burwick  to  Caithnefs,  if  tided 
right, 'and  the  wind  not  in  foutb-weft,  or  nigh  to  that  point,  and  fo  from  Caithnefs  to 
Burwick  if  not  in  the  north-eaft,  or  nigh  to  it.  But  the  north-wefl  wind  they  call  the 
king  of  the  firth,  not  only,  I  judge,  becaufe  it  will  both  take  them  from  Caithnefs  to 
Orkney,  and  from  Orkney  to  Caithnefs,  but  alfo  becaufe  if  it  blow  any  thing,  it  keep. 
eth  them  up  in  an  ebb  from  falling  into  the  wells  of  Swtnna,  the  Swelchie  of  Stro. 
ma,  and  the  Merry-men  of  Mey.  By  tiding  right  alfo  they  can  come  over  by  the 
help  of  oars,  though  there  be  no  wind  :  and  at  any  time,  though  they  obferve  not  the 
tide,  they  canpafsTrom  Orkney  to  Caithnefs  if  it  blow  a  good  pile  from  north-ea(l,  and 
fo  from  Caithnefis  to  Orkney  if  the  like  blow  from  fouth-weft.  The  boatmen  who  ufe 
to  pafs  the  firth,  from  their  experience  know  it  beft,  and  can  avoid  the  fwell  of  a  fea, 
when  perfons  of  greater  fkill  cannot  do  it. 

At  no  time  is  there  any  anchoring  in  this  firth,  for  if  a^ty  through  ignorance  or 

otherwife  attempt  it,  within  a  little  time  they  muft  either  cut  their  cables,  as  fome  haT« 

done,  and  be  gone ;  or  elfe  if  thdr  anchors  or  cables  break  not,  they  will  be  ridden 

under :  the  experience  whereof  one  of  our  fiiips  lately  hatla  who  c^ing  anchor  even  in 
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the  mouth  of  the  firth  where  the  rides  are  not  fo  ftrong,  their  anchor  witlun  a  liule 
time  broke,  and  they  behoved  to  go  fea. 

In  a  ftorm,  efpecially  if  it  blow  from  fouth-eaft,  (which,  they  fay,  in  the  firth  caufeth 
the  greateft  fea,)  and  the  tide  be  running  in  the  wind's  eye,  the  roaring  and  f*eliing 
■waves  are  very  terrible,  and  mount  fo  high,  that  they  could  wafli,  not  only  the  deck, 
but  the  fails  and  topmafts  of  the  biggeft  fliips. 

The  houfe  of  Mey  formerly  mentioned,  is  a  myth,  fign,  or  mark,  much  obferved  by 
failurs  in  their  palfing  through  this  firth  between  Caithnefs  and  Stroma  ;  for  they  care- 
fully fix  their  eyes  upon  the  lums,  or  chimney-heads  of  this  houfe,  which  if  they  lofe 
f));ht  of,  then  they  are  too  near  Caithnefe,  and  (o  ready  to  run  upon  fand-banks,  but  if 
th'>y  get  alfo  fight  of  the  houfe,  then  they  are  too  near  Stroma,  and  fo  may  fpitt  upon 
the  rocks,  which  lie  oS*  the  fouth  end  of  Stroma. 

Hence  we  fee,  "  ITiey  who  go  down  to  the  fea  in  fliips,  and  do  bufinefs  in  the  great 
waters,  ihefe  fee  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  depths  ;  that  he  is  a  God 
{rtorinus  in  holinefs,  fearful  in  praifes,  doing  wonders ;  he  caufeth  the  wind  to  blow,  and 
the  fea  to  f^ow  at  his  pleafure ;  bounding  the  impetuous  tides  with  the  rocks  and  fand, 
faving,  Hitherto  fliall  ye  come,  and  no  further,  and  here  fhall  your  proud  waves  be 
ftayed  ;  which  though  they  roar  yet  (hall  they  not  prevail."  His  goodnefs  and  power, 
p;itting  a  reflraint  upon  them ;  his  wifdom  and  counfel  direding  their  turning  and 
returning  for  his  own  glorious  ends.    Gtory  to  his  name  t 

Chap.  XI. — Concerning  Caithnefs,  and  what  we  found  to  be  mo/i  remarkable  there, 

■  MT  difcourfe  upon  Orkney  and  Zetland  being  extended  beyond  what  either  was 
intended  or  expefted,  I  fhall  therefore  ftudy  to  be  the  briefer  upon  Caithnefs,  as  like- 
wife  feeing  it  is  fuppofable,  that  it  may  be  better  known  than  any  of  the  former,  it  being 
upon  the  fame  continent  with  us.  What  then  is  to  be  faid  thereupon,  I  ftiall  difpatch 
■and  fum  up  in  this  one  chapter. 

Cahhnels  is  the  nonhemmoft  province  or  {hire  in  Scotland,  having  Pightland  firth, 
whereby  it  is  divided  from  Orkney  on  the  north,  the  entrance  to  Murray-firth  on  the 
eall,  Sutherland  and  Strathnaver  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Deucaledonian  Ocean  on  the 
weO.  It  is  from  that  high  hill  called  the  Ord  of  Caithnefs,  toward  the  fouth,  whereby 
it  is  divided  from  Sutherland,  to  Dungilby-head,  about  thirty  miles  long,  and  from 
Thurfo  on  the  weft  fide  to  Wick  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  country  twelve  miles  broad. 

As  we  were  much  in  the  dark  about  the  etymology  of  Orkney  and  Zletland,  fo  no 
lefs  are  we  here  in  that  of  Caithnefs;  upon  which  Blaw,  in  his  Geography,  giveth  us 
this  notandum :  **  That  many  names  of  places  are  fomething  ftrange,  whofe  original 
ftem  to  be  neither  Scottifii,  Irifli,  Danilh,  or  Norwegian,  but  unknown,  uncert^n,  and 
moll  ancient :  fuch  as  Orbifter,  Loyibfter,  Robafter,  Trumbufter,  and  innumerable 
others,  Caterian  not.  multa  locorum  nomtnaperegrinum  quidfapere,  quorum  origo  neque  Scoti* 
cvm^  Hibernicum,  Danicum,  aut  Norvegicum  quid  referant,fed  ignota,  inceria,  et  vetuffima 
eriginis  videntur^  qualiafunt  Orbifier,  Loyibjier^  Robqjier,  Trumbufter^  et  tnnumera  alia" 
And  feeing  fuch  examples  of  names  which  are  of  an  unknown  original,  as  are  given  by 
the  hiftorian,  do  all  end  in  Aer,  I  would  add  that  moft  of  the  names  of  places  in  this 
country  do  end  in  fter  or  ftar,  and  go,  as  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  fter  or  (br,  and 
about  twenty  in  go,  as  my  informer,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  in  the  country,  did 
reckon  them.  Of  old,  Sutherland,  faith  the  fame  geographer,  was  called  Catley,  and  its 
inhabitants  Caiteigh,  and  fo  iikewife  was  Caithnefe  and  Strathnaver  j  and  in  the  Irift, 
2  Sutherland, 
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Sutherland}  to  this  day  is  called  Catey,  and  its  inhabitants  Catigh  ;  To  that  Catteyners  is 
no  other  than  the  promontory  or  cape  of  the  Cartes  or  Sutherland,  which  promontory  ta 
ftretched  out  from  the  ea(t,  for  rather  the  north)  fide,  faith  the  geographer  of  the 
mountain  of  the  Ord,  Adto  ut  Catiey-nefi  nihil  ahudjit  quam  prommtorium  Catta/ea  Su- 
tberlandia,  quod  promonioHum  a  latere  Orientali  montis  ordi  pratenditur.  Thefe  CattEci 
are  thought  to  be  a  people  who  arrived  thither  from  Germany.  Who  would  have  more 
of  this  may  confuli  the  above-mentioned  author.  Buchanan  will  have  it  to  be  called 
Caithncfs  becaufe  of  it  being  mountainous,  but  I  know  not  if  this  reafon  will  hold, 
for  the  countries  adjacent  to  ^uIhe^land  and  Stranaver  are  more  mountainous,  and  there 
are  few  high  hills  or  mountains  in  it,  except  at  the  fouth  end  thereof,  where  it  borders 
with  Sutherland,  but  if  it /hould  be  fo  called  becaufe  it  is  the  nefs  or  promontory  of 
the  mountains,  the  land  by  north  thefe  mountains  falling  lower  and  running  out  in  a 
promontory  into  the  fea,  I  judge  it  would  hold  better,  and  be  faid  with  greater  reafon. 
Doeihius  a!fo  fahh  that  this  country  of  old  was  called  Cornana,  but  the  reafon  thereof  ho 
givelh  not. 

The  Earls  of  Caithnefs  were  among  the  ancienteft  in  Scotland,  and  in  former  time* 
have  been  very  potent  in  this  comer,  as  appears  by  the  feveral  olJ  caftles  and  places  of 
ftrength,  which  then  they  were  in  polTeffion  of,  but  now  their  memory  Is  almoft  extind. 
The  late  Earl  George  dying  without  iffue,  the  Laird  of  Glenorchy,  now  Earl  of  Bread- 
albane  married  the  dowager,  who  having  purchafed  the  Earl's  eftate,  the  apparent  heir 
judging  himfelf  thereby  injured,  did  gather  together  fome  of  the  country  people  to  re- 
cover his  right,  but  was  defeated  by  Glenorchy  ;  from  the  field  they  went  to  the  bir, 
and  debated  the  matter  there,  whereupon  the  Lords  gave  forth  this  fentence,  that  Glen- 
orchy (hould  enjoy  the  edate,  but  the  heir  Ihould  have-the  honours,  and  an  aliment  al- 
lowed him  by  Glenorchy  during  his  life.  The  heir  having  died  about  a  year  ago,  the 
hdrefs  his  ftfter  fucceeds  to  the  honours,  and  is  in  a  very  mean  conditbn  ;  living,  in  a 
place  where  the  former  Earls  ufed  to  keep  their  hawks.  So  to  this  ancient  and  ho- 
nourable  family  of  the  Earls  of  Caithnefs,  there  is  almoCl  put  in  holy  providence  a  period, 
and  clofe  :  they  who  had  four  great  houfes  in  this  country  like  palaces  for  pleafure  and 
convenience,  and  caftles  for  ftrength,  now  in  their  heirs  enjoy  none  of  them,  three  are 
luinous,  and  one  is  poflefled  by  a  ftranger :  as  likewife  there  are  feveral  other  ruinou* 
boufes  to  be  feen  here,  who  have  fpued  out  their  pofteflbrs,  fo  confirming  that  com- 
mon  obfervation,  '*  That  fin  committed  by  (he  inhabitants,  is  as  gun-powder  laid  to  th*- 
foundations  of  their  houfes,  which  quickly  overtumeth  them,  when  it  pleafeth  a  righte- 
ous God  to  fire  the  train." 

The  late  Earls  of  Caithnefs  were  of  the  name  of  Sinclair,  of  which  name  alfo  are 
many  gentlemen  of  the  country,  who  have  bought  confiderable  parts  of  the  Earl's  eftate, 
from  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane :  before  the  Sinclairs,  the  Earls  were  of  the  name  of 
Shine,  and  before  them  were  the  Haralds,  and  before  (he  Haralds  were  the  Oias  as  the 
tradition  goeth  ;  concerning  which,  and  the  manner  of  their  fucceffion  and  the  interrup- 
tion made  therein,  (he  country  talk  feveral  things  which  I  Oiall  not  trouble  mv  reader 
with :  only  1  fhall  obferve  what  is  related  by  Camden  a  judicious  antiquary,  *^  That  of 
old  the  Earls  of  Caithnefs  were  the  fame  with  the  Earls  of  Orkney,  but  at  length  were 
divided,  the  eldefl  daughter  of  one  Mulaftus  being  given  in  marriage  to  WilkamdeS. 
Claro,~vulgo  Sinclair,  the  King's  pantler,  his  pofteriiy  had  this  honour  conferred  on  ihenif 
of  being  Earls  of  Caithnefs." 

The  country  is  pleafant  and  very  fertile,  abounding  with  graft  and  com,  hence  yearly 
there  is  a  great  quantity  of  viftual  exported,  asanne  1695,  there  were  16,000  bolls  em- 
barked and  taken  out,  for  vbicb  end  it  b  much  frequented  by  barks  from  the  firth, 
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Clyde,  and  other  places  ;  for  ordinarily  when  there  is  no  fcarcity  or  dearth,  the  meal  Is 
fold  here  at  three  or  four  or  at  moft  five  merk^  per  boll.  1  he  cattle  and  fifh  alfo  are  to 
be  had  very  cheap,  as  good  kine  often  in  the  (hambles,  fuch  as  the  country  doth  afford, 
for  three  or  four  fliillings  iterling,  and  fometimes  they  fay  for  two  ;  fo  that  as  I  have 
heard,  fome  of  the  more  intelligent  inhabitants  obferve  that  here  is  the  cheapeft  market 
in  the  world  :  and  the  gentlemen  can  live  better  upon  looo  merks,  than  they  can  do  in 
the  fouth  upon  4000  per  annum,  viho  may  improve  their  (locks  to  as  great  if  not  a  greater 
advantage,  than  in  any  other  place  in  Scotland,  for  they  may  fave  their  rents,  having 
within  themfelves  what  provifion  is  neceflary  for  their  table,  and  may  fell  out  much 
flore  every  year,  what  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  country  for  their  own  ufe,  or  for  falling 
and  fending  abroad,  and  what  to  drovers  who  take  them  fouth  :  and  it  is  obfervable  that 
if  any  buy  a  piece  of  land,  only  what  is  arable  is  accounted  for,  as  for  what  ferveth  for 
pafture,  they  ufe  not  to  take  notice  of,  though  upon  that  confideration  they  may  value 
their  acres  at  a  greater  rate.  In  the  way  between  Thurfo  and  Dunnot,  we  faw  much 
low  ground  overblown  with  fand,  for  two  mites  back  from  the  fca,  which  formerly  not 
many  years  Once  was  a  pteafant  meadow. 

There  are  ten  pariQies  in  this  country,  five  of  which  can  be  ferved  with  minifters  not 
having  the  Irifti  language,  few  of  the  people  there  fpeaking  it,  but  the  other  five  cannot 
be  fupplied  oiherwife  than  by  minifters  underftanding  Trifti ;  in  fome  of  thefe  parilhes 
there  being  very  few  who  have  any  knowledge  of  our  language,  and  fome  of  the  mini- 
fters are  obliged  to  preach  both  in  Englifh  and  Irifh  for  the  edification  of  all :  fome  of 
the  parilhes  are  very  wide  and  populous,  which  tends  to  the  increafeof  ignorance  among 
many,  the  minifters  not  being  able  lo  overtake  their  work ;  fome  churches  alfo  are  ruin- 
ous, for  vhen  heritorsarenotfriends  to  thework  of  God,  or  cannot  agree  among  them- 
felves, as  to  the  concerting  of  fuitable  meai'ures,  for  putting  or  keeping  things  which 
concern  the  parifli,  in  order ;  it  ufeth  to  go  ill  with  minifters  as  to  their  exieroal  accom- 
modation and  with  churches  as  to  their  repair. 

The  two  principal  towns  in  the  country  are  Wick  and  Thurfo.  Wick  is  a  royaf  burgh, 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  country  waflied  by  the  German  Ocean  at  the  mouth  of  Murray 
'  Firth,  by  the  fide  of  which  runneth  a  fmall  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  there  is  a 
harbour  for  boats  or  barks  to  lye  in,  which  they  come  into  at  full  fea,  but  this  harbour. 
is  not  fo  much  frequented,  as  another  about  a  mile  to  the  north-eaft  of  Wick,  where 
' .  'they  judge  the  boats  do  lie  fafpr.  Oppofiie  to  Wick  lies  Thurfo  at  twelvte'miles  dif- 
tance,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  country,  which  though  it  enjoy  not  the  privilege  of  a 
royal  burgh',  yet  it  is  more  populous  than  Wick,  and  hath  better  buildings  in  it ;  by  the 
-«aft  fide  of  the  town  runneth  a  fmall  river  called  the  Water  of  Thurfo :  they  have  the 
bell  church  in  the  country,  well  fumilhed  and  kept  in  good  order. 

In  the  water  of  Thurfo  there  is  good  falmon  filhing,  which  they  take  two  ways,  one 
is  by  crues  or  creels  with  crofled  or  barred  doors  going  from  the  one  fide  of  the  water 
to  the  other,  fo  framed  that  th»y  fuffer  the  fifties  to  go  in,  but  not  to  go  out,  out  of 
vhich  fometimes  they  will  take  feveral  horfes  burdens  offifli.  The  other  way  they  take 
chem  is  by  a  net,  wherewith  they  filh  s.  pool,  which  lieth  a  little  below  the  crues,  and  is 
about  a  pair  of  butts  in  length  :  they  having  fpread  the  net  upon  the  bank,  which  is 
long  erO'Jgh  to  reach  the  breadth  of  the  water,  they  go  in  with  it,  and  one  man  on  each 
fide  drawing  it  down  the  pool,  it  is  followed  with  eighteen  or  twenty  meuj  going  in  a 
bread  behind  it,  with  long  ftaves  or  polts  in  their  hands  ;  wherewith  they  keep  the  nrt 
tb  the  ground,  and  loofe  it  when  any  way  entangled  ;  the  pool  in  fome  places  will  nfe  to 
the  height  of  the  bread  of  the  waders,  but  there  is  no  dai^cr.  So  they  bring  down  the 
net  foftly  and  wanty  to  the  moutb^of  an  enclofure,  which  they  call  a  Stem,  into  which 
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the  fiOies  are  driven,  where  the  fifhers  {landing  with  this  larger  net,  othen  take  a  lefler 
net  and  going  therewith  into  the  Stem,  catch  the  fifhes  fo  enclofed,  that  fcarce  one  can 
efcape,  for  up  the  water  they  cannot  run,  becaufe  of  the  larger  net,  and  neither  down  can 
they  go,  beCaufe  of  the  Stem,  or  flones  laid  together  in  form  of  a  wall.  We  faw  as  we 
could  conjecture  at  one  draught  upwards  of  three  hundred  good  falmons  taken,  and  thefe 
who  have  this  fifhing  told  us  that  three  years  ago,  they  took  five  hundred  at  a  draught, 
and  going  through  the  pool  at  the  fame  time  with  the  net  again,  they  caught  other  two 
hundred,  which  falmon  for  the  mofl;  part  they  fait  in  barrels  and  fend  abroad.  It  is  alfo 
to  be  obferved  that  the  falmon  keep  this  water  of  Thurfo  alt  the  year  over,  and  in  the 
winter  feafon  in  froft  and  fnow  if  you  break  rhe  ice,  they  are  to  be  had.  The  pool 
is  but  about  half  a  mile  up  the  water  from  Thurfo. 

There  are  feveral  waters  or  rivers  in  the  country  as  Thurfo,  Wick,  Dumbetb,  Rice, 
Force,  andBeradeI,but  they  are  alt  fmall,  and  indeed  there  is  no  great  river  all  the  way 
from  Caitiinefs,  till  we  come  to  Nefs  running  by  Invemefs  in  Murray,  over  which  is  a 
ftrong  bridge  lately  built  confifting  of  feven  arches ;  which  river  is  remarkable  for  this 
that  it  never  freezeth,  though  the  frofl:  bemoft  vehement,  yea  if  then  you  bring  a  horfe 
unto  the  river,  the  icicles  will  melt  at  his  feet  in  the  fpace  of  time  that  he  is  drinking : 
the  river  cometh  from  a  loch  called  Lochnefs,  which  alfo  bath  the  fame  property,  four 
or  five  miles  to  the  wefl:  of  Invemeft.  This  river  I  make  mention  of  though  not  in  Caith-. 
nefs,  it  beipg  the  firft  confiderable  one,  having  any  thing  of  a  ftrong  and  regular  bridge, 
which  we  pafi*ed  in  our  return. 

There  are  fome  trees  here,  but  they  are  not  fo  big  as  thefe  which  are  further  fouth, , 
even  in  Sutherland,  particularly  upon  the  water  of  Beradel,  there  is  a  plealant  ftrath 
full  of  fmall  wood.  And  there  is  a  garden  three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Thurfo  very  pleafant  and  well  furniOied  with  fruit  trees,  much  commended  by  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  rocks  by  the  coafts  are  much  fiequented  by  fowls  of  various  kinds,  as  eagle^ 
hawks,  2cc.  fuch  as  in  Orkney  and  Zetland,  of  which  rocks  there  are  long  tra£ts  j  for. 
whereas  in  Sutherland,  Rofs,  and  Murray,  the  fea  for  the  moft  pa^t  is  bounded  with  the 
fand,  here  it  is  bounded  with  the  rocks,  which  it  wafheth  and  beateth  on,  and  that  aU 
mod  round  Caithnefs  from  the  Ord  to  Dungifby>head  on  the  eaft,  and  fa  by  Dunnot 
Head,  and  Hoburn  Head  to  Stranaver  on  the  weft,  except  a  few  creeks  or  bays,  feveral 
of  wl^ch  are  very  convenient  for  anchoring ;  efpecially  in  Scribifter  Bay,  a  little  to  thft^ 
porth-weft  of  Thurfo,  there  is  a  good  anchoring  ground,  where  fliips  may  fafely  ride 
without  the  fear  of  hazard  by  wind  or  tide,  the  capes  of  land  there  making  a  ftill  fea, 
and  defending  the  Oitps,  which,  as  it  were,  flee  into  their  arms  from  raging  and  angry 
Pightland  Firth:  there  are  here  alfo  fome  rocks  lying  a  little  off  the  land,. from .whicn 
they  are  broken  and  disjoined,  which  they  call  Clets,  the  fame  with  the  holms.in  Orkney 
and  Zetland  ;  thefe  clets  are  almoft  covered  with  fea-fowls.  One  way  they  take  thefe 
fowls  is  pleafant,  though  with  great  danger  j  they  take  a  line,  upon  the  end  of  which  they 
faften  fomefilh  hooks,  above  the  hooks  there  is  alfo  a  pock  faltened,  and  To  from  the  top 
of  the  rock,  they  let  down  the  line  thus  furftifhed  with  pock  and  hooks,  ftriking  the  heads 
of  the  young  fowls  in  their  nefts  uith  the  pock,  upon  wfuch  the  fowls  do  alLgape  and 
cry ;  as  if  it  were  their  dame  coming  with  meat  to  them»  and  fo  lifting  the  line  they  let 
the  hooks  fall  into  their  mouths,  which  taking  hold  of  Ae  fowls,  they  become  theic 
prey. 

There  are  likentfe  feveral  cavee  going  from  the  fea  within  the  rocks,  in  which  the 
waves  make  a  drea.ifu!  noife,  fuch  caves  we  had  occafion  to  take  notice  of  in  our  difr 
courfe  upon  Orkney  and  Zetland. 

Efpecially 
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Efpecially  there  is  a  kind  of  fowls  called  Snowflefts,  which  refort  to  this  country  in 
great  numbers  in  February ;  they  are  about  the  bignefs  of  a  fparrow,  bat  exceeding 
^t  and  delicious  ;  they  fly  m  flocks,  thoufands  of  them  together,  many  of  which  the  in- 
habitants do  kill  and  make  ufe  of.  They  ufe  to  go  away  in  April,  and  are  thought  to 
come  froni  the  Weft  Highlands.  They  have  alfo  a  great  plenty  of  moorfowls,  plovers, 
■as  much  if  not  more  than  in  any  place  of  Scotland. 

The  induftry  of  the  gentlemen  here  is  to  be  much  commended,  for  although  from 
"Wick  to,  Dumbeth  which  is  twelve  miles  long,  there  be  no  harbour  or  bay,  but  a  con- 
tinued trad  of  ragged,  hard  and  iron-like  rocks  waflied  by  the  Tea,  yet  there  are  feveral 
harbours  forced  there  by  art,  though  denied  by  nature,  and  paflages  in  many  places  like 
fteps  of  flairs  made  from  the  top  of  the  rock  to  the  bottom,  where  their  fifti-boats  do  lie, 
and  by  paflages  do  bring  their  fiflies  up  to  the  top  of  the  rocks,  where  they  fait  and  dry 
them  in  houfes  made  for  the  purpofe,  whereby  great  gain  doth  redoimd  to  the  owners, 
ibme  making  as  much  by  their  fiflies,  as  they  do  by  their  land-rent. 

As  in  Orkney  and  Zetland  there  were  feveral  old  chapels,  which  fuperfticious  zealots 
did  frequent,  fo  it  is  likewife  in  C^uthnefs  ;  the  miniflers  told  mc  there  is  one  in  Dunnot 
parifh,  befide  which  there  are  about  fixty  heaps  of  flones,  which  the  people  coming  to, 
take  with  them  a  ftone  and  throw  it  into  the  heap,  bowing  themfelves  alfo  thereunto. 
Nigh  to  it  likewife  there  is  a  loch  called  St.  John's  Loch,  concerning  which  there  goes  a 
iabulous  tradition,  that  on  St<  Stephen's  Day  there  was  a  pleafant  meadow  in  that  place, 
vhere  now  the  loch  is,  and  on  St.  John's  Day  thereafter,  it  was  turned  into  this  loch. 
There  is  alfo  another  in  the  parifli  of  Rhae,  to  which  fome  take  their  children  if  they  be 
In  diflrc&,  and  make  two  graves  at  the  fide  of  one  another  laying  the  child  be- 
tween them,  and  fo  they  try  n  the  child  will  recover  ■,  but  the  way  how  they  know,  I 
forbear  to  mention.  But  they  fay  there  is  a  chapel  in  the  parifti  of  Konneftse,  the  north- 
emniofl  parifli  of  all  this  country,  oppoflte'  to  Orkney,  which  is  yet  more  frequented 
tfian  any  of  the  fianner,  which  fome  wildly  fuperftitious  frequent  on  fome  day  about 
<^dlemafs,  going  about  it  on  their  bare  knees,  and  thence  going  to  a  water,  they  caft 
fome  <rf  it  in  handfuls  over  then:  heads,  and  from  the  water  to  an  alAoufe,  where  they 
vfe  to  fill  themfelves  dmnk ;  and  when  going  to  thefe,  or  at  them,  they  can  fcarce,  even 
dioogh  threatened,  be  prevailed  with  to  fpe^.  To  which  helKfh  ntes  fome  are  fo  ad- 
-^K^led  that  the  miniflers  judge  it  next  to  impofEble,  to  get  them  weaned  and  brought 
therefrom  :  bnt  the  vigilancy  and  pains  of  miniflers  efpecialiy  of  late,  hath  through  the 
tildlmgofGod  not  been  altogether  without  fuccefs.  Which  old  chapels  both  here  and 
in  Oiiuiey  and  Zetland,  I  think  the  government  fliould  caufe  to  be  rafed,  which  might 
|>roveas  the  taking  away  of  the  neft  egg. 

The  Earls  of  C^thnefs,  as  hinted  at  before,  had  feveral  ftrong  and  convenient  dwell- 
ftittS.  One  about  a  fkon  half  mile  from  Thurfo,  called  Thurfo  by  Eaft,  now  ruinous ; 
it  liath  been  built  in  the  form  of  a  court,  and  the  gates  have  been  decorated  with  cat 
ftone  work,  and  the  gardens,  avenues  and  office  houfes  have  been  conform  to  the  fplen- 
'dtniT  of  the  houfe.  An  honed  country  man  obferving  the  many  great  fins  th»t  had  been 
committed  about  that  houfe,  is  faid  to  have  predifted  to  one  of  the  late  Earls  its  ruin 
antd  ddTolation,  faymg,  **  That  the  cup  of  fin  was  filling,  and  this  houfe  would  fhorily 
become  a  den  of  dragons,  (ufing  the  fcripture  phrafe)  and  feeing  there  are  no  fuch  crea- 
■flire  among  us,  it  fhall  be  of  foxes ;"  and  accordingly  it  was  obferved  that  a  fox  haunt- 
«d  it  when  ruinous  a  few  years  after,  which  flayed  there  till  about  nine  or  ten  years  ago, 
»hen  a  part  rf  the  houfe  was  repaired.  This  I  had  from  one  of  the  miniflers  of  the 
country,  and  another  minifter  told  me  that  before  he  bore  this  chara^er,  he  frequently 
fliot  u^ts  there^withia  the  walk  of  the  houle. 
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There  are  alfo  other  four  caflles  upon  one  bay,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  country  nifih 
to  Wick,  which  beionged  to  ihcfe  Earls.  The  bay  is  called  Rice-Jiay,  and  is  two  or 
three  miles  broad,  the  entry  whereof  is  to  the  eaft,  but  dangerous  for  fiiips  to  come  into, 
bqcaufe  of  the  many  blind  rocks  that  lie  therein ;  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  next  to 
Wick  have  been  two  (Irong  caftles,  joined  to  one  another  by  a  draw  bridge,  called 
Caille  Sinclair  and  Girnep;o,  the  former  hath  been  the  ftrongeft  houfe,  but  the  latter 
they  ordinarily  had  their  ^welling  in  j  their  fituation  is  upon  a  rock' disjoined  from  ths 
laud,  environed  for  the  moft  part  with  the  fea,  to  which  cafties  from  tiie  land  they  pafii-'d 
alfo  by  a  bridge  which  was  drawn  up  every  night,  whence  there  was  no  accefs  to  them. 
1  found  the  year  of  God  upon  the  lintle  of  a  window  in  Ca(lle  Sinclair  to  be  1607  j 
which  hath  been  the  year  wherein  this  caftte  was  built,  or  at  leaH;  repaired.     Some  ac-  ' 

count  thefe  two  cafties  to  be  but  one,  becaufe  of  their  vicinity.  They  fay,  there  was 
much  lin  commiited  here,  as  drunkennefs,  uncleannefs,  &c.  For  which  a  righteous 
God  hath  turned  them  into  a  ruinous  heap.  .  Oppolite  to  Caftle  Sinclair,  and  Gimego, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  is  Kice  another  caiite,  but  alfo  ruinous.  On  the  welt  fide 
of  the  bay  is  the  caftle  of  Hakergil,  a  ftrong  houfe,  at  prefent  pofleHed  by  a  gentlemanj 
who  hath  a  great  intereft  in  the  country,  but  is  not  defcended  of  the  family  of  Caithnefs. 
There  are  alfo  the  ruins  of  the  old  caftle  of  Beradel  to  be  feen,  fituated  on -a  rock  near 
to  the  fea,  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  of  that  name,  to  which  alfo  they  have  palTed  from  the 
land  by  a  draw-bridge :  fuch  naturally  ftrong  fituations  for  their  houfes  they  fought  out 
.  of  old,  that  they  might  be  the  more  fecure,  and  fafe  from  all  violence,  nature  as  well  as 
art  contributing  to  dieir  fordficatioD. 

About  a  fliort  half  mile  to  the  w<eft  of  Thurfo  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle,  where  the 
bifliop  in  the  firft  times  of  Popery  is  faid  to  have  had  his  refidence,  particularly  there  was 
one  Adam  faid  to  be  laft  bifhop  who  lived  In  that  hoofe,  who  having  greatly  opprefled 
the  people  by  his  rigourous  exafting  of  the  tithes  ;  the  people  complained  thereof  to  the 
Karl,  who  is  faid  in  paftion  to  have  anfwered  them,  "  Go  and  feethe  htm,  and  fup  hinx 
too  if  you  pleafe,"  whereupon  they  went  to  the  bi{hop*s  lodging  and  apprehended  him, 
and  felting  his  houfe  on  fire,  they  adually  boiled  him  and  fupped  ofif  the  broth  :  which 
being  known,  enquiry  was  made  for  the  barbarous  a£lors  of  this  tragedy  i  and  being 
apprehended  were  put  to  death,  fo  fuffering  condign  punifhment  for  this  horrid  villainy. 
And  this  Earl  is  not  the  only  the  great  perfon  who  hath  given  forth  an  inconfiderate 
fentence,  .upon  which  barbarous  and  inhuman  actions  have  enfued.  Buchanan  writeth 
this  to  have  been  about  the  year  1221  in  the  days  of  Alexander  II.  King  of  Scots ;  and 
feich  only,  "  That  they  having  killed  the  monk  who  attended  him  and  his  fervant.  they 
wounded  himfelf,  and  drawing  him  to  the  kitchen,  they  fet  the  houfe  on  fire  about 
him."  A  little  to  the  weft  of  this,  is  the  houfe  of  Screbifter  the  refidence  of  the  late 
biihops,  where  I  think  their  lordfliips  hadbut  a  mean  accommodation  ;  the  revenues  of 
the  bilhoprick  here  are  among  the  fmalieft  in  Scotland,  which  they  report  thus  came  to  , 
pafs,  one  of  the  biftiops  at  the  reformation  fold  the  church's  revenues  far  below  theic 
value;  [feme  fay  at  thirteen  {hilling  Scots  per  boll,3  to  the  Earl,  knowing  that  but  for  a 
fliort  time  he  could  enjoy  the  fame. 

.  There  is  a  hill  in  the  parifli  of  Wick  called  Stony-Hill,  the  reafon  of  which  denomi- 
patioa  is  faid  to  be  this  ;  in  the  days  of  William  King  of  Scotb  1 1 99,  as  Buchanan  hath  it, 
there  was  one  Harald  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithnds,  who  being  offencjed  at  the  bifliop, 
as  having  infinuated  fomething  tq  the  King  againft  him,  apprehended  the  bifliop,  cut- 
ting out  his  tongue  and  putting  out  his  eyeSj  which  being  reprefented'  to  the  King,  he 
fent  his  forces  into  Caithnefs,  and  having  defeated  the  Eari  in  feveral  engagements,  the 
Earl  flying  was  purfued,  and  being  apprehended,  his  eyes  were  firft  put  out,  aad  then  he 
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was  hanged, 'and  all  his  male  children  were  emafculatedupcm  this  bill,  which  ever&ice 
bath  beeD^called  Stony-hill. 

They  told  us,  there  are  feveral  high  great  (tones  fet  up  through  th?  country  and  that 
ordinarily  on  hills,  about  which  are  the  rubbifli  of  other  Hones,  which  have  ferved  for 
fome  end  there,  and  probably  have  been  places  of  Pagan  wor/hip,  as  we  obferved  upoB 
Orkney  in  the  pariOi  of  Bower,  as  we  pafled,  we  faw  an  artificial  mount  ditched  about 
of  a  fmall  circumference,  it  is  like  for  the  fame  purpofe.  They  have  likewife  the  tradi* 
tion  of  fome  Pifts  houfes,  which  have  been  here  of  old,  the  rubbifti  whereof  is  yet  to  be 
feen  in  the  panOi  of  Latheran,  as  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  country  did  in- 
form me. 

In  the  pariSi  of  Latheran  we  faw  the  foundation  of  a  houfe  faid  to  be  l^d  by  a  baflard 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  but  never  perfe£ted  :  it  is  founded  upon  a  rifmg  ground 
nigh  to  the  fea,  who-e  there  is  a  fair  profpeft  of  Murray,  where  it  is  reported  the  gentle- 
man had  his  miftrefs,  who  intended  to  build  it  there,  that  fo  the  might  have  a  view  of 
the  houfe  from  Murray,  ud  he  at  the  houfe  might  fee  Murray. 

Dunnot  Head  ftretching  out  into  Pightland-I^irth,  is  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  and 
feven  miles  in  circumference,  in  it  are  feveral  lochs,  and  fome  good  pallure  for  cattle, 
but  no  inhabitaots ;  in  it  are  to  be  had  good  mill-ftones,  and  it  is  thought  there  isa  lead- 
mine  there.  In  feveral  places  in  the  parilh  of  Dunnot  there  will  no  rats  live,  and  if 
earth  be  brought  out  thence  to  other  places  moleited  by  them,  they  will  be  quickly  gone. 

The  Ord  which  divideth  Caithnefs  from  Sutherland,  is  a  high  mountun,  as  the  name 
Ord,  which  in  Irilh  figniBeth  an  height,  doth  imply  ;  down  which  our  way  from  Caith- 
.  nefe  to  Sutherland  doth  Ke,  the  road  is  but  narrow,  and  the  defcent  fteep,  and  if  any 
ilumble  thereupon,  they  are  in  hazard  of  falling  down  a  preci[uce  into  the  fea  at  the  boN 
torn  of  the  rock,  which  is  very  terrible  to  behold,  but  who  pafs  it,  for  the  more  fecurity 
life  to  lead  their  horfes  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which  is  about  a  fliort  mile  in  length  ; 
and  no  other  way  there  is  &om  Sutherland  to  Caithnefs,  or  firom  Caithnels  to  Sutherland  . 
but  this,  except  we  go  twelve  miles  about,  but  it  might  be  made  broader  and  lafer  with 
fmall  expence. 

It  is  obferved  in  Caithnefs  as  an  infallible  Sgn  almolt  when  they  fee  a  nuft  or  cloud 
lying  down  upon  the  foot  of  the  hills,  that  then  a  drought  wiltfoilow;  butiffuchamift 
or  cloud  be  on  top  thereof,  they  thence  certainly  conclude  there  will  be  rain  that  day. 

In  the  parifh  of  Halkirk  there  is  a  loch  [as  there  are  feveral  lochs  in  the  country 3, 
within  which  loch  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  houfe  built,  ihey  fay,  by  rt^bers,  itat  they 
might  be  the  more  fafe  and  fecure  from  the  fears  of  being  apprehended.  That  which  is 
moft  obfervable  concerning  this  houfe,  is,  that  there  is  not  one  foot  of  more  ground, 
than  what  is  within  the  circumference  of  the  foundatioti,  and  upon  which  it  ilandeth, 
hence  either  the  water  of  the  loch  hath  wafhed  away  the  prominent  rock,  if  there  hath 
been  any  through  wafting  time,  or  if  there  was  no  part  of  the  rock  without  the  circum- 
ference of  the  foundation,  it  is  wonderful  to  confider,  how  fo  nigh  to  the  water  the 
foundation  hath  been  got  laid,  the  water  about  the  houfe  being  of  a  confiderable  depth, 
and  the  extreme  parts  of  the  rock  upon  which  the  foundation  Ibindeth,  not  to  give  way 
and  fail  under  the  weight  of  the  building,  which  thofe  who  have  feen  this  houfe,  are  fur- 
prized  at.  Upon  the  loch  they  have  boats  which  come  clofe  to  the  walls  ot^  the  houfe, 
for  the  taUng  of  fowls  of  divers  kinds,  as  maws,  herons,  &c<  feveral  thou£uids  of  which 
do  frequent  it,  having  their  nefts  in  the  ruinoue  walls. 


y  Google 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


\ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


(    8h    ) 
A  mUR  IN  IRELAND; 

WITH 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THAT  KINGDOM: 

HAOB   tH 

THE  VBARS  »776»    >777»  and  1778, 

AND  BROUOHT  DOWH  TO  TKB  BXD  OF  I779- 

Sr  ARTHUR    rOUNGt  £s^   F.R.S, 

Hononiry  Member  of  tbe  Socictie*  of  DubUn,  York,  wid  Manchaller  j  ih«Scomical  Societf  of  Derne-;- 

the  Filstine  Acadcmj  of  Agriculture  at  MBaheim  j  and  the  FhyGcal  Society  at  Zurich  *. 


JUNE  19, 1776,  arrived  at  Holyhead,  after  an  inftruaive  jonrney  through  a  part  of 
England  and  Wales  I  had  not  feen  before.  Found  the  packet,  the  CIaremont> 
Captain  Taylor,  would  fail  very  foon.  After  a  tedious  palTage  of  twenty-two  hours, 
landed  on  the  twentieth,  in  the  morning,  at  Duntary,  four  miles  from  Dublin,  a  city 
which  much  exceeded  my  expeftaiion ;  the  public  buildings  are  magnificent,  very  many 
of  the  flreets  regularly  laid  out,  and  exceedingly  well  built.  The  front  of  the  parlia- 
ment-houfe  is  grand,  though  not  fo  light  as  a  more  open  finifhing  of  the  roof  would 
have  made  it.  The  apartments  are  fpacious,  elegant,  and  convenient,  much  beyond 
that  heap  of  confufion  at  Weftminfter,  fo  inferior  to  the  magnificence  to  be  looked  for 
in  the  feat  of  empire.  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  arrive  juft  in  time  to  fee  Lord  Harcourt, 
with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  prorogue  the  parliament.  Trinity  college  is  a  beautiful 
building,  and  a  numerous  fociety;  the  library  is  a  very  fine  room,  and  well  .filled.  The 
new  exchange  will  be  another  edifice  to  do  honour  to  Ireland ;  it  is  elegant,  colt  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  but  deferves  a  better  fituation.  From  every  thing  I  faw,  I  was  flruck 
with  all  thofe  appearances  of  wealth  which  the  capital  of  a  thriving  community  may  be 
fuppofed  to  exhibit.  Happy  if  I  find  through  the  country  in  diffufed  profperity  the 
right  fource  of  this  fplendor  f  The  common  computation  of  inhabitants  300,000,  but  t 
Ihould  fuppofe  exaggerated :  others  gueffed  the  number  140  or  150,000. 

June  2 1 ,  introduced  by  Colonel  Burton  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  pleafed  to 
enter  into  converfation  with  me  on  my  intended  joUmey,  made  many  remarks  on  the  ■ 
agriculture  of  feveral  Irlih  counties,  and  fhewed  hiinfelf  to  be  an  excellent  farmer,  par- 
ticubirly  in  draining.  Viewed  the  Duke  of  Leinfter's  houfe,  which  is  a  very  large  ftone 
edifice,  the  front  fimple  but  elegant,  the  pediment  light,  there  are  feveral  good  rooms ; 
but  a  circumftance  unrivalled  is  the  court,  which  is  fpacious  and  magnificent,  the  open- 
ing behind  the  houfe  is  alfo  beautiful.  In  the  evening  to  the  Rotunda,  a  circular  room, 
ninety  feet  diameter,  ah  imitation  of  Ranelagh,  provided  with  a  band  of  mufic. 

The  barracks  are  a  vail  building,  raifed  in  a  plain  Hile,  of  many  divifions,  the  prin- 
cipal front  is  of  an  immcnfe  length  ;  they  contain  every  convenience  for  ten  regiments. 

June  23.    Lord  Charlemont's  houfe  in  Dublin  is  equally  elegant  and  convenient,  the 
apnrtments  large,  handfome,  and  well  difpofcd,  containing  fome  good  pictures,  parti- 
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cularlv  one  by  Rembrandt,  of  Judas  throwing  the  money  on  the  floor,  with  a  ftrong 
exprellion  of  guitt  and  remorfe  ;  the  whole  group  fine.  In  the  fame  room  is  a  portrait 
of  Casfar  Borgia,  by  1  idan.  The  library  is  a  moffi  elegant  apartment  of  about  forty  by 
thirty,  and  of  futh  a  height  as  to  form  a  pleafing  proportion,  the  light  is  well  managed, 
coming  in  from  the  cove  of  the  ceiling,  and  has  an  exceeding  good  efFeft  ;  at  one  end  is 
a  pretty  anti-room,  with  a  fine  copy  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  and  at  the  other  two 
fniall  rooms,  one  a  cabinet  of  pidures  and  antiquities,  the  other  medals.  In  the  col- 
legion  alfo  of  Robert  Fitzgerald,  Efq-,  in  Merion-fquare,  are  feveral  pieces  which  very 
well  deferve  a  traveller's  attention  j  it  was  thebcft  I  faw  in  Dublin.  B'^fore  1  quit  that 
city  I  obferve,  on  the  houfeis  in  general,  that  what  they  call  their  two-roomed  ones  are 
good  and  convenient.  Mr.  Latouche's,  in  Stephen's  Green,  I  was  fhewn  as  a  model 
of  this  fort,  and  I  found  it  well  contrived,  and  finiOied  elegantly.  Drove  to  Lord 
Charlemont's  -villa  at  Marino,  near  the  city,  where  his  lordfhip  has  formed  a  pleafing 
lawn,  margined  in  the  higher  part  by  a  well-planted  thriving  Ihrubbery,  and  on  a  rifing 
ground  a  banqueting-room,  which  ranks  very  high  among  the  mod  beautiful  edifices  I 
have  any  where  feen  j  it  has  much  elegance,  lightnefs,  and  efied:,  and  commands  a  fine 
profped  ;  the  rifing  ground  on  which  it  ftands  flopes  off  to  an  agreeable  accQn>pany- 
ment  of  wood,  beyond  which  on  one  fide  is  Dublin  harbour,  which  here  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  noble  river  crowded  with  (hrps  moving  to  and  from  the  capital.  On  the  other 
fide  is  a  Oiore  Tpotted  with  white  buildings,  and  beyond  it  the  hills  of  Wicklow,  pre- 
Tenting  an  ou'line  extremely  various.  The  other  part  of  (he  view  (it  would  be  more 
perfeu  if  the  city  was  planted  out)  is  varied,  in  fome  places  nothing  but  wood,  in  others 
breaks  ofprofped.  The  lawn,  which  isextenfive,  is  new  grafs,  and  appears  to  be  ex- 
cellently laid  down,  the  herbage  a  fine  crop  of  white  clover  (trifoUum  re/>ens\  trefoil, 
rib-grafs  (^plantage  lanceolata),  and  other  good  plants.  Returned  to  Dublin,  and  mada 
inquiries  into  other  points,  the  prices  of  provifions,  &c.  (for  which  fee  the  tables  at  the 
end  of  the  book).  The  expences  of  a  family  in  proportion  to  thofe  of  London  are,  as 
five  to  eight.  , 

Having  the  year  following  lived  more  than  two  months  in  Dublin,  I  am  able  to  fpeak 
to  a  few  points,  which  as  a  mere  traveller  I  could  not, have  done.  The  information  I 
before  received  of  the  prices  of  living  iscorreft.  Fifii  and  poultry  are  plentiful  and 
very- cheap.  Good  lodgings  almolt  as  dear  as  they  are  in  London;  though  we  were 
well  accommodated  (dirt  excepted)  forlwo  guineas  and  an  half  a  week.  All  the  lower 
ranks  in  this  city  have  no  idea  of  Englifii  cleanlinofs,  either  in  apartments,  perfons,  or 
cookery.  There  is  a  very  good  focietr  in  Dublin  in  a  parliament  winter :  a  grtat  round 
of  dinners  and  parties  ;  and  balls  and  fuppers  every  night  in  the  week,  fome  of  which 
are  very'elegant ;  but  you  almofl  every  where  meet  a  company  much  too  numerous 
for  the  fize  of  the  apartments.  Thty  have  two  affemy^lies  on  the  plan  of  thofe  of  Lon- 
don, in  Fifliamble-ftreet,  and  at  tht  Rotunda ;  and  two  gentlemen's  clubs,  Anthry's 
and  Daly's,  very  well  regulated :  1  heard  fome  anecdotes  of  deep  play  at  -the  latter, 
though  never  to  the  exc^fs  common  at  London.  An  ill  judged  and  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt was  made  to  eftablilh  the  Italian  opera,  which  exifted  but  with  fcarcely  any  life 
for  this  one  ninrer  ;  of  courfe  they  could  rife  no  higher  than  a  comic  one.  LaBuona 
Figliuola,  la  Frafcatana,  and  it  Gelofoiu  Cimento,  were  repeatedly  performed,  or  rather 
murdered,  except  the  parts  of  Seftini.  The  houfe  was  generally  empty,.and  miferably 
cold.  So  much  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  a  country  is  gained  by  hearing  the  debates 
of  a  parliament,  that  I  often  frequented  the  gallery  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Since 
Mr. Flood  has  beenfilenced  with  the  vice-treafurcrlhip  of  Ireland,  Mr.Daly,  Mr.Grattan, 
SirWilUain  Ofboro,  and  the  (frime  ferjeant  Burgh,  are  reckoned  high  among  the  Irifli 
7  oratorsi 
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brators.  I  heard  many  very  eloquent  fpeeches,  but  I  cannot  fay  they  ftruck  me  like 
the  exertion  of  the  abilities  of  Irifhmen  in  the  Englifti  Houfe  of  Commonsj  owing  per- 
haps to  the  refleftion  both  on  the  fpeaker  and  auditor,  that  the  atiomey-general  of  Kng- 
land,  with  a  dafti  of  his  pen,  can  reverfe,  alter,  or  entirely  do  away  the  matured  refuh 
of  all  the  eloquence,  and  alt  the  abilities  of  this  whole  aOetnbly.  Before  I  conclude 
with  Dublin  I  (hall  only  remark,  that  walking  in'the  ftreets  there,  from  the  narrownefs 
and  populoufnefs  of  the  principal  thoroughfares,  as  well  as  from  the  dirt  and  wretched- 
■nefs  of  the  canaille,  is  a  mod  uneafy  and  difgulling  exercife. 

June  24,  left  Dublin  and  pafled  through  the  Phcenispark,  a  very  pleafing  ground, 
«  the  bottom  of  which,  to  the  Itft,  the  Liffey  forms  a  variety  of  landfcap-:s  ;  this  is  the 
mofl  beautiful  environ  of  Dublin.  Take  the  road  to  Luttreli's-town  through  a  variods 
fccnery  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  That  domain  is  a  confiderabte  one  in  extent,  being' 
above  four  hundred  acresuithin  the  wail,  Iridi  meaCure  ;  in  the  front  of  the  hbufe  isa 
■fine  lawn  bounded  by  rich  woods,  through  which  are  many  ridings,  four  miles  in  ex- 
tent. From  tiW  road  towards  the  houfe  they  lead  through  a  very  fine  glen,  by  the  fide 
of  a  ftream  falling  over  a  rocky  bed,  through  the  dark  woods,'  with  great  variety  on 
the  iides  of  deep  flopes,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  Liffey  is  either  heard  or  feen  in- 
dininflly  ;  thefe  woods  are  of  great  extent,  and  fo  near  the  capital,  form  a  retirement 
exceedingly  beautiful.  Lord  Imham  and  Colonel  Lutirel  have  brought  in  the  aflilt- 
ance  of  agriculture  to  add  tp  the  beauties  of  the  place,  they  havt  kept  a  part  of  the 
kndt  in  cultivation  in  order  to  lay  them  down  the  better  to  grafs  ;  one  hundred  and  6% 
acres  have  been  done,  and  above  two  hundred  acres  moll  effe^ually  drained  in  t^e 
'Covered  manner  filled  with  ilones.  Thefe  works  are  well  executed.  The  drains  are 
alfo  made  under  the  roads  io  all  wet  places,  with  lateral  Ihort  ones  to  take  off  the  water 
inftead  of  leaving  it,  as  is  common,  to  foak  againft  the  caufeway,  which  is  an  excellent 
■  method. '  Great  ufe  has  been  made  of  lime-ftone  gravel  in  the  improvements,  the  effeft 
of  which  is  fo  confiderable,  that  in  feveral  fpots  where  it  was  laid  on  ten  years  ago,  the  ,  . 
fuperiorily  of  the  grafs  is  now  fimilar  to  what  one  would  exped  from  a  frefti  dunging. 

Leaving  Luttrel's  town  I  went  to  St.  Woldan's,  which  Lord  Harcourt  had  been  fo 
<^ligtng  as  to  defire  I  would  make  my  quarters,  from  whence  to  view  to  the  right  or 
left. 

June  25,  to  Mr.  Clement's,  at  Killadoon,  who  has  lately  built  an  excellent  houfe, 
and  planted  much  about  it,  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  finding  that  alt  his  trees  thrive  well ;  - 
I  remarked  the  beech  and  larch  Teemed  to  get  beyond  the  reft.  He  is  alfo  a  good 
former. 

June  26,  breakfafted  with  Colonel  Marlay,  at  Cellbridge,  found  he  had  praflifed 
hufbiindry  with  much  fuccefs,  and  given  great  attention  to  it  from  the  peace  of  176'^, 
which  put  a  period  to  a  gallant  fcene  of  fervice  in  Germany ;  walked  through  his 

frounds,«hich  I  found  in  general  very  well  cultivated;  his  fences  excdteni;  his  ditches 
ve  by  rix,-and  feven  by  fix  ;  the  banks  well  made,  and  planted  with  quicks  ;  the  bar- 
ders  dug  away,  covered  with  lime  till  perfectly  flacked,  then  mixed  wiih  dung  and  car-  , 
ried  into  the  fields  ;  a  praftice  which  Mr.  Marlay  has  found  of  very  great  benefit. 

Viewed  Lucan,  the  feat  of  Agmondifham  Vefey,  Efq.  on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey  ;  the 
houfe  isi  rebuildine,  but  the  wood  on  the  river,  with  walks  throuf;h  it,  is  exceedingly  • 
beauiitul.  The  character  of  theplaceis  that  ofa  feqaellered  fliade.  Diltant views  are  * 
every  lyhere  (Jiut  out,  and  the  objeSs  all  correfpond  perfeflly  with  the  impreffion  ihey 
■were  defiji^ed  to  raife :  it  is  a  walk  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  chiefly  under  a  variety  of 
fine  wood,  wliich  rifes  on  varied  flopes,  in  fome  parts  genile,  in  others  fteep  ;  fprcading 
here  and  ihere  into  cool  meadows,  oa  the  oppofite  Ihore,  rch  banks  of  wood  or  fhrubby 
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ground.  The  walk  is  perfectly  fequeftered,  and  has  that  melancholy  floom  wkSf^ 
would  ever  dwell  in  fuch'  a  place.  The  river  is  of  a  charader  perfe^ly  fuited  to  tbue 
reft  of  the  fcenery,  in  fome  .places  breaking  over  rocks,  in  other  fUent,  under  the  thi(^ 
fliade  of  fpreading  wood.  Leaving  Lucan,  the  next  place  is  Leixlip,  a  fine  onei  on  tb& 
river,  with  a  fall*  which  in  a  wet  feafon  is  coiifiderable.  Then  St.  Wolftan's,  belonging 
to  the  Dean  of  Derry,  a  beautiful  villa,  which  is  alfo  on  the  river ;  the  grounds  gay 
■and  open,  though  not  without  the  advantage  of  much  wOod,  difpofed  with  judgment.  A 
winding  fhrubbery  quits  the  river,  and  is  made  to  lead  through  fome  drefled  ground 
that  is  pretty  and  chearful. 

Mr.  Conolly's,  at  Cadle-town,  to  which  all  travellers  refort,  is  the  fined  boufe-in 
Ireland,  and  not  exceeded  by  many  in  England ;  it  ts  a  large  handfome  edifice,  fttuated 
in  the  middle  x)f  an  extenfive  lawn,  which  is  quite  furrounded  with  fine  plantations  dif- 
pofed to  the  beft  advantage  :  to  the  north  thefe  unite  into  very  large  woods,  through 
which  many  winding  walks  lead,  with  the  'convenience  of  feveral  ornamented  feati, 
rooms,  &c.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  upon  the  river,  is  a  cottage,  with  a  Ihrub* 
bery,  prettily  laid  out ;  the  houfe  commands  an  extenfive  view,  bounded  by  the  Wick- 
low  mountains.  It  confifts  of  ferend  noble  apartments.  On  the  firli  floor  is  a  beaudfiil 
gallery,  eighty  feet  long,  elegantly  fitted  up. 

June  27,  left  Lord  Harcourt's,  and  having  recaved  an  invitation  from  the  Duke  of 
Leinfter,  pafled  through  Mr.  Conolly's  grounds  to  his  Grace's  feat  at  Cartownj  the 
park  ranks  among  the  finell  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  vail  lawn,  which  waves  over  gentle 
hills,  furrounded  by  plantations  of  great  extent,  and  which  break  and  divide  in  places 
fo  as  to  give  much  variety.  A  large  but  gentle  vale  winds  through  the  whole,  in  the 
bottom  of  which  a  fmall  Aream  has  been  enlarged  into  a  fine  river,  which  throws  a 
chearfulnefs  through  molt  of  the  fcenes :  over  it  a  handfome  ftone-bndge.  There  is  a 
great  variety  on  the  banks  of  this  vale  ;  part  of  it  confids  of  mild  and  gentle  (lopes, 
part  deep  banks  of  thick  wood  ;  in  another  place  they  are  formed  into  a  targe  Ihrub- 
bery,  very  elegantly  laid  out,  and  drefied  in  the  highed  order,  with  a  cottage,  the  fcmecy 
about  which  is  uncommonly  pleafing  :  and  farther  on  this  vale  takes  a  ftrongn-  cha- 
racter, having  a  rocky  bank  on  one  fide,  and  (teep  fiopes  fcattered  irregularly,  with 
wood  on  the  other.  On  one  of  the  mod  rifing  grounds  in  the  park  is  a  tower,  from 
the  top  of  which  the  whole  fcenery  is  beheld  ;  the  park  fpreads  on  every  fide  in  fine 
Iheets  of  lawn,  kept  in  the  htghed  ordo*  by  eleven  hundred  {heep,  fcatt»-ed  over  with 
rich  plantations,  and  bounded  by  a  large  margin  of  wood,  through  which  is  a  riding. 

From  hence  took  the  road  to  Summerhill,  the  feat  of  the  Right  Hon.  H.  L.  Rowley : 
the  country  is  chearful  and  rich  ;  and  if  the  Irilh  cabins  continue  like  what  I  have  hi- 
therto feen,  I  fhall  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  their  inhabitants  as  well  off  as  mod  Englifh 
cottagers.  They  are  built  of  mud  walls  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  thick,  and  well 
thatched,  which  are  far  warmer  than  the  thin  clay  walls  in  England.  Here  are  few 
cottars  without  a  cow,  and  fame  of  them  two.  A  belly  full  invariably  of  potacoes,  and 
generally  turf  for  fuel  from  a  bog.  It  is  true  they  have  nor  always  chimneys  to  their 
cabins,  the  door  ferving  for  that  and  window  too  :  if  their  eyes  are  not  nftefled  with 
the  fmoke,  it  may  be  an  advantage  in  warmth.  Every  cottage  fwarms  with  poullrj', 
and  mod  of  them  have  pigs. 

Went  in  the  evening  to  Ixird  Mornington's  at  Dangan,  who  is  making  many  im- 
provements, which  he  diewed  me :  his  plantations  are  eKienfive,  and  be  tus  (ormed  a 
large  water,  having  five  or  fix  ifiands  much  varied,  and  promontories  of  high  buid 
flioot  fo  far  into  it  as  to  form  almoft  didant  lakes  ;  the  efiett  pleafing.  There  are  above 
a  hundred  acres  under  watej*,  and  his  Lorddiip  has  planned  a  conlider&ble  addition  to 
it.     Returned  to  Summerhill. 

[June 
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June  39th,  left  it,  taking^  the  road  to  Slatne,  the  country  very  pleafant  all  the  way  } 
mach  of  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne,  variegated  with  feme  woods,  -  planted  hedge* 
F0W8,  and  gentle  hills  :  the  cabbins  continue  much  the  fame,  the  fame  plenty  of  poultry, 
pigs,  and  cows.  The  cattle  in  the  road  have  their  fore  legs  all  tied  togther  with  Itraw 
to  keep  them  from  breaking  into  the  fields ;  even  iheep,  and  pigs,  and  goats  are  all  in 
the  fame  bondage. 

Lord  Gonyngham's  feat,  Slaine  Caflle,  on  the  Boyne,  is  one  of  tiie  mod  beautiful 
places  I  have  fecn  ;  the  grounds  are  very  bold  and  various,  riling  around  the  ca't  k  ia 
noble  hills  or  beauttful  inequalities  of  fuHace,  with  an  outline  of  flourilhing  plantations. 
Under  the  caftle  flows  the  Boyne,  in  a  reach  broken  by  iflands,  with  a  very  fine  fhore 
of  rock  on  one  fide,  and  wood  on  the  other.  Through  the  lower  plantations  are  ridings, 
which  look  upon  feveral  beautiful  fcenes  formed  by  the  river,  and  take  in  the  diftant 
country,  exhibiting  the  noblefl  views  of  waving  Cultinald  hills,  with  the  caflle  fioely  ' 
fituated  in  th«  midft  of  the  planted  domain,  through  which  the  Boyne  winds  its  beauti* 
ful  courfe. 

'  Undo-  Mr.  Lambert's  houfe,  on  the  fame  river,  is  a  mod  romantic  and-beautifulfpot;: 
rocks  on  the  fide,  rifnig  in  peculiar  forms  very  boliJly;  the  other  fleep  wood,  the 
river  bending  fhort  between  them  like  a  land-locked  bafon. 

Lord  G<»iyngham*s  keeping  up  Slaine  Caflle,  and  fpending  great  fums,  though  he 
rarely  relides  there,  is  an  inftance  of  magnificence  not  often  met  with  ;  while  it  is  fo.-. 
common  for  abfentees  to  drain  the  kingdom  of  every  fhiliing  they  can,  fo  contrary  a 
condu^  oaght  to  be  held  in  the  elHmation  which  it  juftly  deferves. 

June  30th,  rode  out  to  view  the  country  and  fome  improvements  in  the  neighbour-*^ 
hood :  the  principal  of  which  are  thofe  of  Lord  Chref  Baron  Poller,  which  I  faw  from 
Glallon-hill,  in  the  road  from  Slaine  to  Dundalk. 

In  converfation  with  Lord  Longford  I  made  many  inquiries  concerning  the-ftate  of 
the  tower  clalfes,  and  found  ^t  m  fome  refpefts  they  were  in  good  circumflances,  in* 
tithers  indifierent ;  they  have,  generally  fpeaking,  fuch  plenty  of  potatoes  as  always  to 
command  a  bellyful ;  they  have  flax  enough  for  all  iheir  linen,  mofl  of  them  have  a 
cow,  and  fome  two,  and  fpin  wool  enough  for  their  cloaths  ;  all  a  pig,  and  numbers 
of  poultry,  and  in  general  the  complete  family  of  cows,  calves,  hogs,  poultry,  and  chil- 
dren pig  together  in  the  cabin  ;  fuel  they  have  in  the  mmoll  plenty  ;  great  numbers 
of  families  are  alfo  fupported  by  the  ncigbouring  lakes,  which  abound  proidigioufly  with 
ilOi:  achild  with  a  packthreadanda  croaked  pin  will  catch  perch  enough  in  an  hour 
for  the  family  to  live  an  the  whole  day,  and  his  Lordfliip  has  feen  five  hundred  children 
&QuTig  at  the  fame  time,  there' being  no  tenaai6ufnels  in  the  proprietory  of  the  lands  about 
s  right  -to  the  fi(h ;  befideS'  perch,  there  is  pike  upisards  (rf  five  feet  long,  bream, 
tench,  trout  of  ten  pounds,  and  as  red  as  falmoo,  and  fine  eels ;  all  thefe  are  favour- 
able cireumflances,  and  are  very  confpicuoBB  ia  the  numerous  and  healthy  families 
among  therti. 

Reverie  the  medal :  they  are  ill  cloathed,  and  make  a  wretched  appearance,  and  what 
is  worfe,  are  much  oppreSed  by  many  who  make  i  hem  pay  too  dear  for  kee|Mng  a  cow, 
hotfe,  &C.  They  have  a  pradice  alfo  of  keeping^  accounts  with  the  labourers,  contriv- 
ing by  that  means  to  let  the  poor  wretches '  have  very  little  calh  for  their  year's  work* 
This  is  a  great-  oppreflion,  farmers  and  gentlemen  keeping  accounts  with  the  poor  is  a 
cruel  abufe  :  fo  many  days  work  'for  a  cabin ;  fo  many  for  a  potatoe^  garden ;  fo  many 
for  keeping  a  horfe,  and  fo  many  for  a  cow,  are' clear  accounts  which  a  poor  man  can 
underltand  well,  but  farther  it  nught  never  to  gof  and  when  he  has  worked  out  what 
Ite  tax  ofthis  fort,  the  reft  of  his  work  ought  piui£lually  to  be  paid  him  every  Satur- 
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day  night.  Another  circumftance  mentioned  was  the  exceHlre  pra>3tce  they  have  in 
general  of  pilfering.  They  fteal  every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on,  and  I  (bould 
remark,  that  this  is  an  account  which  has  been  very  generally  given  me:  alLfortsof 
iron  hinges,  chains,  locks,  keys,  &c.  ;  gates  wilt  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  conveyed  away 
in  many  places  as  fait  as  built ;  trees  as  big  as  a  man's  body,  and  that  would  require 
ten  men  to  move,  gone  in  a  nfght.  Lord  Longford  has  had  the  new  wheels  of  a  car 
fiolen  as  foon.as  made.  Good  floncs  out  of  a  wall  will  be  taken  fw  a  fire-hearth,  &c. 
though  a  breach  is  made  to  get  at  them.  In  fiiort,  every  thing,  and  even  fuch  as  are 
apparently  of  no  ufe  to  them  ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  catch  them,  for  they  never  carry  th«r 
itolen  goods  home,  but  to  fome  bog-hole.  ,  Turnips  are  flolen  by  Car  loads,  and  twn 
acresof  wheat  pluckt  off  in  a  night.  In  Ihort,  their  pilfering  and  ftealing  is  a  perfect 
nuifance !  How  far  it  is  owing  to  the  oppreflion  of  laws  aimed  folely  at  the  religion  of 
thefe  people,  how  far  ta  the  conduft  of  the  gentlemen  and  farmers,  and  how  far  to 
the  mifchievous  difpofition  of  the  people  ihemfelves,  it  is  impbffible  for  a'paffing  tra- 
veller to  afcertain.  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  a  better  fyflem  of  law  and  management 
would  have  good  effects.  They  are  much  worfe  treated  than  the  poor  in  England,  are 
talked  to  in  more  opprobrious  terms,  and  otherwife  very  much  oppreffed. 

Left  Packenham-halt. 

Two  or  three  miles  from  Lowi  Longford's  in  the  way  to  Mullingar  the  road  leads  op 
a  mountain,  and  commands  an  exceeding  fine  view  of  Loch  Oerrevaragb,  a  nobte  water 
eight  miles  long,  and  from  two  miles  to  half  a  mile  over ;  a  vaft  reach  of  it,  Ijke  a 
magnificent  river,  opens  as  you  rife  the  hill.  Afterwards  I  pafled  under  the  principal 
mouMain,  which  rifes  abruptly  from  the  lake  into  the  boldefl  outline  imaginable -,  the 
water  there  is  very  beautiful,  tillmg  up  the  Iteep  vale  formed  by  this  and  the  oppo- 
Tite  hills. 

Reached  Mullingar. 

It  was  one  of  the  iair  days.  I  (aw  many  cows  and  beads,  and  more  horfes,  vitfa 
fome  wool :  the  cattle  were  of  the  fame  breed  that  I  had  generally  feen  in  coming 
through  the  country. 

July  5,  left  Multingarj  which  b  a  dirty  ugly  town,  and  taldng  the  road  to  TalU. 
more,  ftopped  at  Lord  Belvidere's,  with  which  place  I  was  as  much  flruck  as  with  any 
I  had  ever  feen.  The  houfe  is  perched  on  the  crown  of  a  very  beautiful  little  hill,  half 
furrounded  with  others,  variegated  and  melting  into  one  another.  It  is  one  of  the  moft 
Angular  places  that  is  any  where  to  be  feen,  and  fpreading  to  the  eye  a  beautiful  lawn 
of  undulating  ground  margined  with  wood.  Single  trees  are  fcattered  in  forae  places, 
and  clumps  in  others  ;  the  general  eSe&  fo  pleating,  that  were  there  nothing  further, 
the  place  would  be  beautiful,  but  the  canvas  is  admirably  tilled.  Lake  Ennel,  many 
miles  in  length,  and  ivo  or  three  broad,  flows  beneath  the  windows.  It  is  fpotted  with 
tflets,  a  promontory  of  rock  ftinged  with  trees  (hoots  into  it,  and  the  whole  is  bounded 
by  didant  hills.  Grater  and  more  magnificent  fcenes  are  often  met  ^tb,  but  no 
.where  a  more  beautiful  or  a  nwre  lingular  on& 

From.  Mullingar  to  Tuilefpace  I  found  rents  in  geoeral  aX  twenty  (Inllings  an  acre, 
with  much  relet  at  thirty  fbillings,  yet  all  the  crops  except  here  were  very  bad,  and  full 
of  weeds.  About  the  latter  named  place  the  farms -are  geoerally  from  one  hundred  to 
three  hundred  acres;  and  their  courfe,,  I.  F^low.  a.  Bere.  3.  Oats.  4,  Oats.  5.  Oats 
Great  quantities  of  potatoes-all  the  way,  crops  from  forty  to  eighty  barrels. 

The  road  before  it  comes  to  Tullamore  leads  through  3  part  of  the  bog  of  Allen, 
which  feems  here  extenfive,  and  would  make  a  noble  traft  of  meadow.  The  way  the 
load  was  made  over  it  was  Umplytocut  a  drain  oAcachfide^andthieo-layon'thegravel, 
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which,  as  hO.  as  it  was  laid  and  fpread,  bore  (he  cars :  along  the  edges  is  fine  white 
clover. 

In  converfation  upon  the  fubjeft  of  a  union  with  Great  Britain,  I  was  informed  that 
nothing  was  fo  unpopular  in  Ireland  as  fuch  an  idea;  and  that  the  great objeflion  to  it 
was  increafing  the  number  of  abfcntees.  "When  it  was  in  agitation,  twenty  peers  and 
■fixty  commoners  were  talked  of  to  fit  in  the  Britilh  parliament,  which  would  be  the  refi- 
dent  of  eighty  of  the  beft  eflates  in  Ireland.  Going  every  year  to  England  would,  by 
degrees,  make  them  refidents  ;  they  would  educate  their  children  there,  and  in  time 
become  mere  abfentces  ;  becoming  fo  they  would  be  unpopular,  others  would  be  elefted, 
who,  treading  in  the  fame  Jleps,  would  yield  the  place  ilill  to  others ;  and  thus,  by  de- 
grees, a  vaft  portion  of  the  kingdom  tvow  refident  would  be  made  abfentees ;  which 
would,  tbey  think,  be  fo  great  a  drain  to  Ireland,  that  a  free  trade  would  not  repay  it. 

I  think  the  idea  is  erroneous,  wore  it  only  for  one  clrcuinftance,  the  kingdom  would' 
lofe,  according  to  this  reafoning,  an  idle  race  of  country  gentlemen,  and  in  exchange 
their  ports  would  fill  with  fliips  and  commerce,  and  all  the  confequences  of  commerce; 
an  exchange  that  never  yet  proved  difadyantsgeous  to  any  country. 

Viewed  Mount  Juliet,  Lord  Carrick's  feat,  which  is  beautifully  fituated  on  a  fine 
declivity  on  *he  banks  of  the  Nore,  commanding  forae  extenfive  plantations  that  fpread 
over  the  biBs,  which  rife  in  a  various  manner  on  the  other  fide  of  -the  river  :  a  knole 
of  lawn  rifes  among  them  with  artificial  ruins  upon  it,  but  the  Otuation  is  not  in  uni- 
fon  with  the  idea  of  a  ruin,  very  rarely  placed  to  eSe^t,  unlefs  in  retired  and  melan- 
■choly  fpots. 

The  riverisa  very  fine  one,  and  has  a  good  accompaniment  of  well  grown  wood. 
From  the  cottage  a  more  varied  fcene  is  viewed,  chearing  and  pleafing ;  and  from  the 
tent  in  the  farther  plantation  a  yet  gayer  one,  which  looks  down  on  feveral  bends  of 
the  river. 

July  II,  left  Kilfaine :  Mr.  Bufhe  accompanied  me  to  Woodftock,  the  feat  of  Sir 
W.  Fownes.  From  Thomaftown  hither  is  the  fineft  ride  I  have  yet  had  in  Ireland.  Hie 
road  leaving  Thomaflown  leads  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river,  through  fome  beauttfiri 
copfe  woods,  which  before  they  were  cut  i^iun:  have  had  a  moll  noble  effe£l,  with  the 
river  Nore  winding  at  the  bottom ;  the  country  then  opens  foraewhat,  and  you  pa6 
mod  of  the  way  for  fix  or  feven  miles  to  Innifleague,  on  a  declivity  ihelving  dowa 
10  the  river,  which  takes  a  varied  winding  courfe,  fometimes  lively,  breaking  over  a 
rocky  bottom,  at  others  ftill  and  deep  under  the  gloom  of  fome  fine  woods,  which  hang 
-down  the  fides  of  fteep  bills.  Narrow  flips  of  meadow  of  a  beautiful  verdure  in  fome 
places  form  the  fhore,  and  unite  with  cultivated  fields  that  fpread  over  the  adjoining 
hills,  reaching  almofl  the  mountain  tops  :  thefe  are  large  and  bold,  and  give  in  general 
Xo  the  fcenes  features  of  great  magnificence.  Faffed  Sir  John  Hailer's  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river,  finely  fituaied,  and  Mr.  Nicholfon's  farm  on  this  fide,  who  has  very 
extenfive  copfes  which  line  the  river.  Coming  in  fight  of  Sir  W.  Fownes's,  the  fcenery 
.is  firiking,  the  road  mounts  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  commands  the  river  at  the  bottom 
of  the  declirity,  with  groups  of  trees  prettily  fcattered  about,  and  the  little  borough  of 
Innedeague  in  a  mo(l-pi£lurerque  fittiation,  the  whole  bounded  by  mountains.  Crofs 
the  bridge,  and  going  through  the  town,:take  a  path  that  leads  to  a  fmall  building  in 
the  woods,  called  Mount  Sandford  -,  it  is  at  the  top  of  a  rocky  declivity  almoU  perpen- 
dicular, but  vmh  bruih-wood  growing  from  the  rocks.  At  the  bottom  is  the  rivec, 
which  comes  from  the  right  fwm  behind  a  very  bold  hanging  wood,  that  feems  to 
unite  with  the  hill  on  the  oppofite  fhore :  at  this  pafs  the  river  fills  the  vale,  but  it 
widens  by  degrees,  and  jirefents  various  reaches,  int^mixed  with  little  tufts  of  trees, 
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the  bridge  ve  pafTed  over  is  half  hid.  Inaifleague  is  mixed  with  them,  and  its  build- 
ings backed  by  a  larger  wood,  give  variety  to  the  fcene.  Oppofite  to  the  point  of  view 
there  are  fome  pretty  inctofures,  fringed  with  wood,  and  a  line  of  cultivated  mountain 
iides,  with  their  bare  tops  limit  the  whole. 

TaWng  my  leave  of  Mr.  BuOie,  I  followed  the  road  to  Ro6.  Pafled  Woodftock,  of 
which  there  is  a  very  fine  view  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  hills,  the  houfe  in  the  cratre 
of  a  (loping  wood  of  five  hundred  Englifh  acres,  and  hanging  in  one  noble  fliade  to 
the  river,  which  flows  at  the  bottom  of  a  winding  glen.  From  the  lame  hill  io  front 
it  is  feen  in  a  winding  couri'e  for  many  miles  through  a  great  extent  of  inclofures, 
bounded  by  mountains.  As  I  advanced  the  views  of  the  river  Nore  were  very  fine, 
till  I  came  to  Rofs,  where  from  the  hill  before  you  go  down  to  the  ferry  is  a  noble 
fcene  of  the  Barrow,  a  vaft  river  Sowing  through  bold  fhores,  in  fome  places  trees  on 
the  bank  half  obfcure  it,  in  others  it  opens  in  large  reaches,  the  eSe&  equally  grand  and 
beautiful.  Ships  failing  up  to  the  town,  which  is  built  on  the  iide  of  a  hill  to  the 
water's  edge,  enliven  the  fcene  not  a  little.  The  water  is  very  deep  and  the  navigation 
fecure,  fo  that  fhips  of  feven  hundred  tons  may  come  up  to  the  town  j  but  thefe  noble 
harbours  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  are  only  melancholy  capabilities  of  commerce :  it  is 
languid  and  trifling.  There  are  only  four  or  hve  brigs  and  floops  that  belong  to 
the  place. 

Having  now  pafTed  through  a  confiderable  extent  of  country,  in  which  the  white 
boys  were  common,  and  committed  many  outrages,  I  fhall  here  review  the  intelli- 
gence I  received  concerning  them  throughout  the  County  of  Kilkenny.  I  made 
many  inquiries  into  the  origin  of  thofe  difturbances,  and  found  that  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
leveller  or  white-boy  was  heard  of  till  1760,  which  was  long  after  the  landing  of  Thu- 
Tot,  or  the  intenijed  expedition  of  M.  Conflans.  That  no  foreign  coin  was  ever  feen 
among  them,  though  reports  to  the  contrary  were  circulated  ;  and  in  all  the  evidence 
that  was  taken  during  ten  or  twelve  years,  in  which  time  there  appeared  a  variety  of 
informers,  none  was  ever  taken,  whofe  tedtmony  could  be  relied  on,  that  ever  proved 
any  foreign  interpofition.  Thofe  very  few  who  attempted  to  favour  it,  were  of  the  moft 
infamous  and  perjured  characters.  Ail  the  reft  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  make  the 
difcovery,  if  they  had  known  it,  and  who  concealed  nothing  clfe,  pretended  to  no  fuch 
knowledge.  No  foreign  money  appeared,  no  arms  of  foreign  conflrudion,  no  pre- 
fumptive  proof  whatever  of  fuch  a  conneflron.  They  began  in  Tipperar;-,  and  were 
owing  to  fome  inclofures  of  commons,  which  they  threw  down,  levelling  the  ditches, 
and  were  firft  known  by  the  name  of  levellers.  After  that,  they  begun  with  the  tythe- 
proflors,  (who  are  men  that  hire  ty  thes  of  the  reftors,)  and  thefe  proctors  either  fcrewed 
the  cottars  up  to  the  utmoft  (hilling,  or  re-let  the  tythes  to  fuch  as  did  it.  It  was  a 
common  practice  with  them  to  go  in  parties  about  the  country,  fwcaring  maiiy  to  be 
true  to  them,  and  forcing  them  to  join  by  menaces,  wliich  they  very  often  carried  into 
execution.  At  laft,  they  fet  up  to  be  general  redreiTers  of  grievances,  puiiilhed  all  ob- 
noxious perfons  who  advanced  the  value  of  lands,  or  hired  farms  over  their  heads; 
and,  having  taken  the  adminiftraiion  of  juflice  into  their  hands,  were  not  very  exa£t  in 
the  diftribution  of  it.  Forced  mafters  to  releafe  their  apprentices,  carried  off  the  daugh* 
ters  of  rich  farmers,  raviihed  them  into  marriages,  of  which  four  inftances  happened  in 
a  fortnight.  They  levied  fums  of  money  on  the  middling  and  lower  farmers  in  order  to 
fupport  their  caufe,  by  paying  attornies,  &c.  in  defending  profecutions  againft  them  ;  and 
many  of  them  fubfifted  for  fome  years  without  work,  fupported  by  thefe  contributions. 
Sometimes  they  committed  feveralcon{iderablerobberies,breaking  into  houfes  and  taking 
the  money,  under  pretence  of  rcdreffmg  grievances.    In  the  courfe  of  thefe  outr^es 
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they  burnt  feveral  houfes,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  fubftance  of  men  obnoxious  to  them. 
The  barbarities  they  committed  were  fliocking.  One  of  their  ufuftl  punifliments  (and 
by  oo  means  the  moH:  fevere)  was  taking  people  out  of  thdr  beds,  carrying  them  naked 
in  winter  on  horfe-back  for  fome  diftance,  and  burying  them  up  to  their  cliin  in  a 
hole  filled  with  briars,  not  forgetting  to  cut  off  their  ears.  In  this  manner  the  evil 
exifted  for  eight  or  ten  years,  during  which  time  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  took 
fome  meafures  to  qufll  them.  Many -of  the  maglllrates  were  aftive  in  apprehending 
them  ;  but  the  want  of  evidence  prevented  puniihments  for  many  of  thofe  who  even 
fuffered  by  them  had  no  fpirit  to  profecute.  The  gentlemen  of  the  country  had  fre- 
quent expeditions  to  difcover  them  in  arms ;  but  tlieir  intelligence  was  fo  uncommonly 
good  by  their  influence  over  the  common  people,  that  not  one  party  that  ever  went 
out  in  queft  of  them  was  fuccefsful.  Government  offered  large  rewards  for  informa- 
tions, which  brought  a  few  every  year  to  the  gallows,  without  any  radical  cure  for  the 
evil.  The  reafon  why  it  was  not  more  cffedive  was  the  neceffity  of  any  perfon  that 
gave  evidence  againfl:  them  quitting  their  houfes  and  country,  or  remaining  expofed 
to  their  refentment.  At  lall  their  violence  arofe  to  a  height  which  brought  on  their 
fupprellion.  The  popilh  inhabitants  of  Ballyragget,  fix  miles  fixim  Kilkenny,  were  the 
firfl  of  the  lower  people  who  dared  openly  to  alTociate  againfl  them  ;  they  threatened 
deftru£lion  to  the  town,  gave  notice  that  they  would  attack  it,  were  as  good  as  their 
word,  came  two  hundred  flrong,  drew  up  before  a  houfe  in  which  were  fifteen  armed 
men,  and  fired  in  at  the  windqws ;  the  fifteen  men  handled  their  arms  fo  well,  that 
in  a  few  rounds  they  killed  forty  or  fifty.  They  fled  immediately,  and  ever  after  left 
Ballyragget  in  peace :  indeed  they  have  never  been  refilled  at  all  without  Ihewing  a 
great  ,want  of  botli  fpirit  and  difcipline.  It  fhould  however  be  obferved,  that  they 
had  but  very  few  arms,  thofe  in  bad  order,  and  no  cartridges.  Soon  after  this  they 
attacked  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Power  in  I'ipperary,  the  hiflory  of  which  is  well  known. 
His  murder  fpirited  up  the  gentlemen  to  exert  themfelves  in  fuppreffing  the  evil,  efpeci- 
ally  in  raifing  fubfcripiions  to  give  private  rewards  to  whoever  would  give  evidence  or 
information  concerning  them.  The  pilvate  diftribution  had  ^much  more  effed  than 
larger  fums  which  required  a  public  declaration ;  and  government  giving  rewards  to 
thofe  who  refilled  them,  without  having  previoufly  promifed  it,  had  Iikewife  fome  ef- 
fe6h    Laws  were  palTed  for  punifhing  all  who  affembled,  and  (what  may  have  a  great  >. 

eflfed)  for  recompenfing,  at  the  expence  of  the  county  or  barony,  all  perfons  who 
fuffered  by  their  outrages.  In  confequence  of  this  general  exertion,  above  twenty  were 
capitally  convicted,  and  mod  of  them  executed ;  and  the  goaU  of  this  and  the  three 
neighbouring  coupties.  Carton^  Tipperary,  and  Queen's-county,  have  many  in  them 
whofe  trials  are  put  off*  till  next  afiizes,  and  againfl  whom  fufhcient  evidence  for  con- 
virion,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  appear.  Since  this  all  has  been  quiet,  and  no  outrages  have 
beeii  committed  :  but  before  I  quit  the  fubjefl,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  what  coincided 
very  much  to  abate  the  evil,  was  the  fall  in  the  price  of  lands,  which  has  taken  place 
lately.  ITiis  is  confiderable,  and  has  much  lelTened  the  evil'  of,  hiring  farms  over  the 
heads  of  one  another  i  ■  perhaps  alfo  the  tythe-pro£tors  have  not  been  quite  fo  fevere  la 
their  extortions :  but  this  obfervadon  is  by  no  means  general ;  for  in  many  places 
tythes  yet  continue  to  be  levied,  with  all  thofe  circumftances  which  originally  raifed 
the  evil. 

July  1 5th,  leaving  Courtown,  took  the  Arklow  road ;  pafTed  a  finely  wooded  park   - 

of  Mr.  Rams,  and  a  various  country  with  fome  good  com  in  it.    Flat  lands  by  the 

coaft  let  very  high,  and  mountain  at  fix  /hillings  or  feven  fhillings  an  acre,  and  fome  at 

^ht  fiiilliogs,  or  ten  fhilUogs.    PaSed  to  Wicklow,  prettily  fituated  on  the  fea,  and 
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6-om  Nevrybridge  inlked  to  fee  Mr.  Tye's,  vhich  is  a  neat  Cum  well  wooded,  with  » 
river  running  through  the  fields. 

Reached  m  the  evening  Mount  Kennedy,  the  feat  of  General  Cunninghame,  who 
fortunately  proved  to  me  an  in(lru£tor  as  afliduous  as  he  is  able.  He  is  in  the  midft  of 
a  country  almoll  his  own,  for  he  has  10,000  Irifli  acres  here.  His  domain,  and  the 
grounds  about  it,  are  very  beautiful,  not  a  level  can  be  feen  ;  every  fpot  is  toffed  about 
m  a  variety  of  hill  and  dale.  In  the  middle  of  the  lawn  is  one  of  the  greateft  natural 
curiofities  in  the  kingdom  ;  an  immenfe  arbutus  tree  unfortunately  blown  down,  but 
yet  vegetating,  one  branch,  which  parts  from  the  body  near  the  ground,  and  afterwards 
into  many  large  branches,  is  fix  feet  two  inches  in  circumference.  The  general  buried 
part  of  the  Item  as  it  laid,  and  it  is  from  feveral  branches  throwing  out  fine  young 
flioots :  it  is  a  molt  venerable  rAnnant.  Kiliarney,  the  region  ef  die  arbutus,  bonds  of 
no  fuch  tree  as  this. 

July  1 6th,  rode  in  the  morning  to  Drum  ;  a  large  extent  of  mountains  and  wood,, 
on  the  General's  eftate.  It  is  a  very  noble  fcenery  ;  a  vad  rocky  glen  ;  one  fide  bare 
rocks  to  an  immenfe  height,  hanging  in  a  thouland  whimfical,  yet  frightful  forms,  with 
vad  fragments  tumbled  from  them,  and  lying  in  romantic  confufiOD  j  the  other  a  fine 
mountain  fide  covered  with  fhrubby  wood.  This  wild  pafs  leads  to  the  bottom  of  an' 
amphitheatre  ofmouhtain,  which  exhibits  a  very  noble  fcenery.  To  the  right  is  an- 
immenfe  fweep  of  mountain  completely  wooded  j  taken  as  a  fingle  objeft  it  is  a  moft 
magnificent  one,  but  its  forms  are  pidurefque  in  the  ^igheft  degree ;  great  projedions- 
of  hill,  with  glens  behind  all  wooded,  have  a  noble  eSeGt.  Every  feature  ofthe  whole ' 
view  is  great,  and  unites  to  form  a  fcene  of  natural  magnificence.  From  hence  a  riding 
18  cut  through  the  hwiging  wood,  which  rifes  to  a  central  fpot,  where  the  general  has 
cleared  away  the  rubbim  from  under  the  wooti,  and  made  a  beautiful  waving  lawn  with 
many  oaks  and  hollies  fcattered  aboot  it ;  here  he  has  built  a  cottage,  a  pretty  whimfical' 
eval  room,  from  the  windows  of  which  are  three  views,  one  of  diuant  rich  lands  open- 
ing to  th?  fea,  one  upon  a  great  mountain,  and  a  third  upon  a  part  of  the  lawn.  >  It  is ' 
well  placed,  aitd  forms  upon  the  whole  a  moft  agreeable  retreat. 

July  lyth.  Took  my  leave  of  General  Cunninghame,  and  went  through  the  glen  of 
the  downs-  in  my  way  to  Powerfcourt.  'ITie  glen  is  a  pafs  between  two  vaft'ridges  of 
mountains  covered  with  wood,  which  have  a  very  noble  effect,  the  vale  is  no  wider  than 
to  admit  the  road,  a  fmall  gurgling  river  almoft  by  its  fide,  and  narrow  fiips  of  rocky 
and  Ihrubby  ground  which  parts  them  :  in  ths  front  all  efcape  feems  denied  by  an  ira- 
menfe  conical  mountain  which  rifes  out  of  the  glen,  and  feems  to  fill  it  up."  The  fcenery 
is  of  a  moft  magnificeni  charafler.  On  the  top  of  the  rtdge  to  the  rio^  Mr.  La  Touche 
has  a  banqueting  room.  Faffing  from  this  fublime  fcene,  the  road  leads  through  chearful 
grounds  all  under  com,  rifmgand  felling  to  the  eye,  and  then  to  a  vale,  of  charming  ver-- 
dure  broken  into  inclofures,  and  bounded  by  two  rocky  mountains,  diftant  darker  moun- 
tains filling  up  the  fcene  in  front :  this  whole  ride  is  interefting,  for  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  Tinnyhinch,  (the  inn  to  which  I  wasdire£led,)you  come  to  a  delicious  view  on 
the  right,  a  fmall  vale  opening  to  the  fea,  bounded  by  mountains,  whofe  dark  fhade 
forms  a  perfect  contraft  to  the  extreme  beauty  and  lively  verdure  ofthe  lower  fcen^ 
confining  of  gently  fwelling  lawns-rifingfrom  each  other,  with  groups  of  trees  between, 
and  the  whole  fo  prettily  fcattered  with  white  farms,  as  to  add  every  idea  of  chearfiil- 
nefs.  Kept  on  towards  Powerfcourt,  which  prefently  came  in  view  from  the  edge  of  2 
declivity.  You  look  full  upon  the  houfe,  which  appears  to  be  in  the  moft  beautiful  ft- 
tuation  in  the  world,  on  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  half  way  between  its  bare  top,  and  an 
irriguoa»  vale  at  its  foot.    In  front,  and  fpreading  among  woods  oa  dther  fide,  is  a 
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'  lawn  vbofe  AirFdce  is  beauti&lly  varied  in  geotle  deeUvides,  hanging  to  a  winding 
rirer. 

Lowering  the  hill  the  fcenery  is  yet  more  agreeable,  the  near  inclofures  are-margined 
with  trees,  through  whnfe  open  branches  are  feen  whole  fields  of  the  moll  lively  ver- 
dure. The  lree-<  gather  mCo  groups,  and  the  lawn  fwells  into  gentJe  inequalities,  while  ' 
the  river  winding  beneath  renders  the  whul^  truly  p!eafing. 

Breakfafted  at  the  inn  at  Tinnyhinch.and  then  drove  lotheparkto  fee  the  water-fall. 
The  park  itfelf  b  fine  ;  you  enter  it  between  two  vafl  mafiesoi  mountain,  covered  with 
wood,  forming  a  vale  fcattered  with  trees,  through  which  £ows  a  river  on  a  broken 
rocky  channel  :  you  follow  this  vale  till  it  is  loft  in  a  moft  uncommon  manner,  the 
ridges  of  mountain  clofmg,  form  one  great  amphitheatre  of  wood,  from- the  top  of  ■ 
which,  at  the  height  of  .many  hundred  feet,  ^^urfts  the  water  from  a  rock,  and  tumbling 
down  the  fiJe  of  a^very  large  one,  forms  a  fcene  fingularty  beautiful;  At  the  bottom 
is  a  fpot  of  velvet  turf,  from  which  rifes  a  clump  of  oaks,  and  through  their  items, 
branches  and  leaves,  the  falling-water  is  feenas  a  back  ground,  with  an  effeft  more  pic- 
tarefque  than  can  be  welf  imagined  ;  thef^  few  trees,  and  this  little  lawn,  give  the  finiili- 
ing  to  the  fcene.  'i'ht  water^falls  behind  fome  large  fragments  of  rocky  and  turns  to  the  ■ 
left,  down  a  ftony  channel,  under  the  fliade  of  a  wood. 

Retummg  to  Tinnyhinch,  1  'went  to  Innifkerry,  and  gained  by  this  detour  in  my  re- 
turn to  go  to  the  Dargle,  a  beautiful  view  which  1  Ihould  otherwife  have  loH  ;  the  road 
runs  on  (he  edge  of  a  declivity,  from"  whence  there  is  a  moft  pleafing  profpeft  of  the 
river's  courfe  through  the  vale,  and  tht  wood  of  Powerfcourt,  which  here  appear  in 
hrge  malTes  of  dark  Ihade,  the  wht>le  bounded  by  mountains.  Turn  to  the  left  into  the 
private  road  that  leads  to  the  Dargte,  and  prefently  gives  a  specimen  of  what  is  to  be 
expected  by  a  romantic  glen  of  wood,  where  the  high  lands  almolt  lock  into  each  other,  > 
.  and  leave  fcarce  a  paflage  for  the  river  at  botton,  which  rages,  as  if  with  difficulty  forc- 
ing its  way.  It  is  topped  by  a  high  mountain,  and  in  front  you  catch  a  boauiiful  plat  of  - 
inclofures  bounded  by  the  lea.  Enter  the  Uargle,  which  is  the  name  of  a  glen  near  a 
miie  long.  Come  prefently  to  one  of  the  fined  ranges  of  wood  I  have  any  where  feen  :  ■ 
it  is  a  narrow  glen  or  vale  formed  by  the  fides  of  two  oppofite  mountains ;  the  whole 
thickly  fpread  with  oakwood,  at  the  bottom  {and  the  depth  is  immenfe),  it  is  narrowed  ■ 
to  the  mere  channel  of  the  river^  which  rather  tumbles  from  rock  to  rock  than  runs. 
The  extent  of  wood  that  hangs  to  the  eye  in  every  direSion  is  great,  the  depth  of  the 
precipice  on  which  you  ftand  immenfe,  which  with  the  roar  of  the  water  at  bottoin 
forms  a  fcene  truly  interelllng.  In  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  road  palling-, 
through  the  wood  leads  to  another  point  of  view  to  the  right.  It  is  the  crown  of  a  valt  ■ 
projecting  rock,  from  which  you  look  down  a  precipice  abfolutely  perpendicular,  and 
many  hundred  feet  deep  upon  the  torrent  at  the  bottom,  which  finds  its  noify  way  over 
large  fragments  of  rock.  The  point  of  view  is  a  great  p-ojeftion  of  the  mountain  on 
this  fide,  anfwered  by  a  concave  of  the  oppofite,  fo  that  you  command  the  glen  both 
to  the  right  and  left :  ic  exhibits  on  both,  immenfe  flieeis  m  foreft,  which  have  a  moft 
magnificent  appearance.  JSeyond  the  wood,  to  the  right,  are  fdme  inclc^ures  hanging 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  crowned  by  a  mountain.  I  knew  not  how  to  leave  fo  interefting  a 
fpot,  the  impreffions  raifed  by  it  are  ftrong.  The  folemnityof  fuch  an  extent  of  wood 
unbroken  by  any  intervening  objedls,  and  the  whole  hanging  over  declivities  is  alone 
great ;  but  to  this  the  addition  of  a  conftant  roar  of  falling  wa  er,  either  quite  hid,  or  fo 
Kir  below  as  to  be  feen  but  obfcurcly  united  to  make  thofc  impr_ffions  llrohger.  No 
contradidory  emotions  are  raifed  j  no  ill  judged  temples  appear  to  enliven  a  icene  that 
is  gloomy  rather  than  gay.    Falling  or  moving  water  is  a  lively  objeft ;  but  this  being 
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obfcure  the  noife  operates  differently.  Following  the  road  a  Ihtle  further,  there  U  an- 
'  other  bold  rocky  projeftion  from  which  alfo  there  is  a  double  view  to  the  right  and 
left.  In  front  fo  immenfe  a  fweep  of  hanging  wood,  that  a  nobler  fcene  can  hardly  be 
imagined  :  the  river  as  before,  at  the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  which  is  fo  fteep  and  the 
depth  fo  great,  as  to  be  quite  fearful  to  look  down.  This  horrid  precipice,  the  pwinted 
bleak  mountains  in  view,  with  the  roar  of  the  water,  all  confpire  to  raife  one  great  emo- 
tion of  the  fubiime.  You  advance  fcarcely  twenty  yards  before  a  pretty  fcene  opens  to 
the  left,  a  diftant  landfcape  of  inclofures,  with  a  river  winding  between  the  hills  to  the 
fea.  Fading  to  the  right,  frefh  fcenes  of  wood  appear;  halfway  to  the  bottom,  one 
different  from  the  preceding  is  feen  ;  you  are  almoft  inclof&l  in  wood,  and  look  to  the 
right  through  fome  low  oaks  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  wood,  with  an  edging  of  trees 
through  which  the  Iky  is  feen,  which  added  to  an  uncommon  elegance  in  the  out-Une 
of  the  hill,  has  a  moft  pleafing  effeft.  Winding  down  to  a  thatched  braich  on  a  rocky 
)>oint,  you  look  upon  an  uncommon  fcene.  Immediately  beneath  is  a  vaft  chafm  in  the 
rock,  which  feeme  torn  afunder,  to  let  the  torrent  through  that  comes  tumbling  over  a 
rocky  bed  far  funk  into  a  channel  embofomed  in  wood.  Above  is  a  range  of  gloomy 
,  obfcure  woods,  which  half  over-fliadow  it,  and  rifing  to  a  vaft  haght,  exclude  every  ob-  , 
je£t  To  the  left  the  water  rolls  away  over  broken  rocks :  a  fcene  truly  romantia 
Followed  the  path :  it  led  me  to  the  water's  edge,  at  the  bottom  of  the  glea,  where  is  a 
new  fcene,  in  which  not  a  fmgle  circumflance  hurts  the  principal  charader.  In  a  hol- 
low formed  of  rock  and  wood  (every  objeft  excluded  but  thofe  and  water)  the  torrent 
breaks  forth  from  fragments  c^  rock,  and  tumbles  through  the  chafm,  rocks  bulging 
over  it,  as  if  ready  to  nit  into  the  channel,  and  flop  the  impetuous  water.  The  fhade 
is  fo  thick  as  to  exclude  the  heavens,  all  is  retired  and  gloomy,  a  brown  horror  breath- 
ing over  the  whole.    It  is  a  fpot  for  melancholy  to  mufe  in. 

Return  to  the  carriage,  and  quit  the  Dargle,  which  upon  the  whole  is  a  vet^  lingular 
place,  different  from  all  I  have  feen  in  England,  and  I  think  preferable  to  molt.  Crofs 
a  murmuring  fbream  clear  as  chryfUl,  and  rifmg  a  hill,  look  back  on  a  pleaflng  landfcape 
of  inclofures,  which  waving  over  hills,  end  in  mountains  of  a  very  noble  ctiara&er. 
Reach  Dublin. 

July  ao.  ToDrogheda,  a  well  built  town,  adivein  trade,  the  Boyne  brining  fhips 
to  it.  It  was  market  day,  and  I  found  the  quantity  of  com,  &c.  and  the  number  of 
-people  affembled  very  great ;  few  country  markets  in  England  more  thronged.  The 
Rey.  Mr.  Nelbit,  to  whom  recommended,  abfent,  which  was  a  great  lofs  to  me,  as  I  had 
feveral  enquiries  which  remained  unfatisBed. 

To  the  field  of  battle  on  the  Boyne.  The  view  of  the  fcene  from  a  rtfmg  ground 
which  looks  down  upon  it  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  being  one  of  .the  compleateft  land- 
fcapes  I  have  feen.  It  is  a  vale,  loofing  itfelf  in  front  between  bold  declivities,  above 
which  are  fome  thick  woods,  and  diftant  country.  Through  the  vate  the  river  winds 
*  and  forms  an  ifland,  the  point  of  which  is  tufted  with  trees  in  the  prettied  manner  im- 
aginable ;  on  the  other  fide  a  rich  fcenery  of  wood,  among  which  is  Dodor  Norris's 
houfe.  To  the  right  on  a  rifing  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  river  is  the  obeliOt,  backed 
by  a  very  bold  declivity ;  purfued  the  road  till  near  it,  quitted  my  chaife,  and  walked 
to  the  foot  of  it.  It  is  founded  on  a  rock  which  rifes  boldly  from  the  river.  It  is  a 
noble  pillar  and  admirably  placed.  I  feated  myfelf  on  the  oppofite  rock,  and  indulged 
the  emotions  which  with  a  melancholy  not  unpleafmg  filled  my  bofom,  while  I  reBe£ted 
on  the  confequences  that  had  fprung  from  the  vidory  here  obtained.  Liberty  was  then 
triumphant.  May  the  virtues  of  our  pollerity  lecure  that  prize  which  the  bravery  of 
2  thdr 
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thnr  anceftors  wdn !  Peace  to  the  metnorr  of  the  Prince  to  whom,  whatever  might  be 
his  failings  we  owed  that  day  memorable  m  the  annals  of  Europe ! 

Returned  part  of  the  way,  and  took  the  road  to  Cullen,  where  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Forfter  received  me  in  the  mod  obliging  manner,  and  gave  me  a  variety  of  information 
uncommonly  valuable.  He  has  made  the  greateEt  improvements  I  have  any  where  met . 
with.  The  whole  country  twenty-two  years  ago  was  a  wafte  (heep  walk,  covered  chiefly 
with  heath,  with  fome  dwarf  furze  and  fern.  The  cabins  and  people  as  miferabte  as 
can  be  conceived  ;  not  a  protellant  in  the  country,  oor  a  road  paflabis  for  a  carriage. 
In  a  word,  perfedly  refembling  other  mountainous  trafts,  and  the  whole  yielding  a  rent 
of  not  more  than  from  three  millings  to  four  Shillings  an  acre.  Mr.  Forfter  could  not 
bear  fo  barren  a  property,  and  determined  to  attempt  the  improvement  of  an  eftate  of 
five  thoufand  acres  till  then  deemed  irreclaimable.  He  encouraged  the  tenants  by  every 
4}ecies  of  perfuafion  and  expence,  but  they  had  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  the  land  that  he  was 
forced  to  begin  with  two  or  three  thoufand  acres  in  his  own  hands  ;  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, I  urn  out  the  people,  but  kept  them  in  to  fee  the  effefts  of  his  operations. 

.  To  Dundatk,  the  view  down  on  this  town  alfo  very  beautiful,  fwelling  hills  of  a  fine 
verdure,  with  many  rich  inclofures  backed  by  a  bold  outline  of  mountain  that  is  re- 
markable. Laid  at  the  Clanbrallil  Arms,  and  found  it  a  very  good  inn.  The  place, 
like  mofl  of  the  Irifh  towns  I  have  been  in,  full  of  itew  buildings,  with  every  mark  of  in- 
creafing  wealth  and  profperity.  A  cambrick  mandfaSure  was  eftablilhed  here  by  par- 
liament, but  failed  -,  it  was,  however,  the  origin  of  that  more  to  the  north. 

July  c  2.  Left  Dundalk,  took  the  road  through' Ravenfdale  to  Mr.  Fortefcue,  to 
whom  I  had  a  tetter,  but  unfortunately  he  was  m  the  South  of  Ireland.  Here  I  faw 
many  good  (lone  and  flate  houfes,  and  fome  bleach  greens ;  and  I  was  much  pleafed  to 
fee  the  inclofures  creeping  high  up  the  fides  of  the  mountains  ftoney  as  they  are.  Mr. 
Fortefcue*s  fituation  is  very  romantic  on  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  with  ^e  wood  hang- 
ing on  every  fide,  with  the  lawn  beautifully  fcattered  with  trees  fpreading  into  them, 
and  a  pretty  river  winding  through  the  vale,  beautiful  in  itfelf,  but  trebly  fo  on  mfor- 
mation,  that  before  he  hxed  there,  it  was  all  a  wild  wade.  R«its  in  Ravenfdale  ten 
Ihillings,  mountain  land  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  to  five  fhillings,  Alfo  large  tra£ts 
rented  by  villages,  the  cottars  dividing  it  among  themfelves,  and  making  theraouiitain 
common  for  their  cattle. 

fireakfafted  at  Newry,  the  globe,  another  good  inn.  This  town  appears  exceedingly 
flourifhing,  and  is  very  well  built ;  yet  forty  years  ago,  I  was  told  that  there  were  no- 
thing but  mud  cabins  in  it :  this  great  rife  has  been  much  owing  to  the  canal  to  Loch- 
Meagh.  I  crofled  it  twice,  it  is  indeed  a  noble  work.  I  was  amazed  to  fee  ihips  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  and  more  lying  in  it,  tike  barges  in  an  Englifh  canal.  Here  is  ^ 
a  confiderable  trade. 

Reached  Ardmagh  in  the  evening,  and  waited  on  the  primate. 
July  23.  His  Grace  rode  out  with  me  to  Ardmagh,  and  fhewed  me  fome  of  the 
noble  and  fpiriicd  worlw  by  which  he  has  perfeftly  changed  the  face  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  buildings  he  has  erefted  in  feven  years,  one  would  fuppofe  without  pre- 
vious information,  to  be  the  work  of  an  aftive  life.  A  lift  of  them  will  juftify  this  ob- 
fervation. 

He  has  erefted  a  very  elegant  palace,  ninety  feet  by  fixty,  and  forty  high,  in  which  an 
unadorned  limplicity  reigns.  Ir  is  light  and  pleafing,  without  the  addinon  of  wings  or 
lefler  parts,  which  too  frequently  wanting  a  futHcient  uniformity  with  the  body  of  the 
edihce,  are  uncoimeAed  with  it  in  effe^,  and  divide  the  attention.  Large  and  ample 
offices  are  conveniently  placed  behind  a  plantation  at  a  fmall  diftance :  around  the 
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palacels  a  large  lawn,  *hich  fpreads  on  every  fide  over  the  hills,  ant!  fiiirted  by  yoang 
plantations,  in  one  of  which  is  a  terrace,  which  commands  a  moft  beautiful  vievr  of  cul- 
tivated hill  and  dale.  The  view  from  the  palace  is  much  improved  by  the  barracks,  the 
fchool,  and  a  new  church  at  a  diftance,  all  which  are  fo  placed  as  to  be  exceedingly  or- 
namental to  the  whole  country.  ' 

The  barracks  were  ereSed  under  his  Grace's  direflions,  and  form  a  large  and  hand- 
fonie  edifice.  The  ffihoolis  a  building  of  confiderable  extent,  and  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpofe :  a  more  convenient  or  a  better  contrived  one,  is  no  where  to  be  feen. 
There  are  apartments  for  a  mailer,  a  fchool  room  fifty-fix  feet  by  twenty-eight,  a  targe 
dining  room,  and  fpacious  airy  dormitories,  with  every  other  neceffary,  a!id  a  fpacioos 
■  play-ground  walled  in  j  the  whole  forming  a  handfome  front :  and  attention  being  paid 
to  the  refidence  of  the  mafler  (the  falary  is  four  hundred  pounds  a  year),  the  fchod 
flouriflics,  and  muft  prove  one  of  the  greatefl:  advantages  to  the  country  of  any  thing 
,  that  could  have  been  edabhfhed.  This  edifice  entirely  at  the  primate's  expence.  The 
church  is  erefted  of  white  flone,  and  having  a  tall  fpire  makes  a  very  agreeable  obje^ 
in  a  country  where  churches  and  fpires  do  not  abound,  at  lead  fuch  as  are  worih  lock- 
ing  at.  Three  other  churches  the  primate  has  alfo  built,  and  done  coofiderable  repara- 
tions to  the  cathedral. 

He  has  been  the  means  alfo  of  ere£Ung  a  public  infirmary,  which  was  built  by  fub- 
fcription,  contributing  amply  to  it  himfelf. 

A  public  library  he  has  erected  at  his  own  expence,  given  a  large  colle£lion  of  books^ 
and  endowed  it.  The  room  is  excellently  adapted,  forty-five  feet  by  twenty-five,  and 
twenty  high,  nitha  gallery,  and  apartments  for  a  librarian. 

.He  has  further  ornamented ihe. city  with  a  market-houfe  and  (hambles,  and  been  the 
direct  means,  by  giving  leafes  upon  that  condition,  of  almofb  new  building  the  whole 
place.  He  found  it  a  nell  of  mud  cabins,  and  he  will  leave  it  a  well  bailt  city  of  ftone 
and  flate.  .1  heard  it  afferted  in  common  converfation,  that  his  Grace,  in  thefe  noble  un« 
,  dertakings,  had  not  expended  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  pouods^befides  what  he  had  been 
the  means  of  doing,  though  not  direftly  at  his  own  expence. 

In  the  evening  reached  Mr.  Brownlow's  at  Lurgan,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fbme 
valuable  information.  This  gentleman  has  made  very  great  improvements  in  his  do> 
main  :  he  has. a  lake  at  the  bottom  of  a  flight  vale,  and  around  are  three  walks,  at  a 
.diftance  from  each  other  ;  the  center  one  is  the  principal,  and  extends  two  miles.  It 
is  well  condufted  for  leading  to  the  moft  agreeable  parts  of  the  grounds,  and  for  com- 
.jnandiog-views  of  Loch  Neagh,  and  the  diftant  country  ;  there  are  feveral  buildings,  a 
temple,  green-houfe,  &c.  The  moft  beautiful  fcene  is  from  a  bench  on  a  gently  fwell- 
ing  hill,  .which  rifes  almoft  on  every  fide  from  the  water.  The  wood,  the  water,  and 
the  green  fiopes  ;  here  unite  to  form  a  very  pleafmg  landfcape.  Let  me  obferve  one 
.  .thing  much  to  his  honour ;  he  advances  his  tenants  money  for  alt  the  lime  they  chufe, 
.and  takes  payment  in  eight  years  with  rent. 

Upon  enquiring  concerning  the  emigrations,  I  found  that  in  1771  and  1773,  they 
.were  at  the  height ;  that  feme  wait  from  this  neighbourhood  with  property,  but  not 
many.  They  were  in  general  poor  and  unemployed.  They  find  here,  that  when  pro- 
vilions  are  very  cheap,  the  poor  fpend  much  of  their  time  in  whifky-houfes.  All  tb« 
.drapers  wifh  that  oatmeal  was  never  under  one  penny  a  pound.  Though  farms  are  ex- 
ceedingly divided,  yet  few  of  the  people  raife  oatmeal  enough  to  feed  themfelvesj  all 
,go  to  market  for  Ibme.  The  weavers  earn  by  coirfe  linens  one  fliilKng  a  day,  by  fine 
one  (hilling-  and  four-pence,  and  it  is  the  fame  jvith  the  fpinners,  the  finer  the  yarn  the 
IQore  they  .earn  ;  but  in  common  a  woman  earns  about  three-pence.    For  coarfe  linens 

Digitized  by  V 


,  Google 


»  YOUHo'a  TOUR.  IN    IRELAND.  825 

they  do  not  reckon  the  flax  hurt  by  Handing  for  feed.    Theif  own  flax  is  much  better 
than  the  imported. 

This  country  is  in  general  beautiful,  but  particularly  fo  about  the  ftreights  that  lead 
into  Strangford  Loch.  From  Mr.  Savage's  door  the  view  has  great  variety.  To  the 
left  are  trafls  of  hilly  grounds,  between  'which  the  Tea  appears,  and  the  vaft  chain  of 
mountains  in  the  Ifle  of  Man  diftindtly  feen.  In  front  the  hills  rife  in  a  beautiful  out- 
line, and  a  round  hill  projefts  like  a  promontory  into  the  ftreigfit,  and  under  it  tlie  town 
amidll  groups  of  trees  ;  the  fcene  is  chearful  of  iifelf,  but  rendered  doubly  fo  by  the 
ihips  and  hening-boats  failing  in  and  out.  T9  the  right  the  view  is  crowned  by  the 
mountains  of  Mourne,  which,  wherever  feen,  are  of  a  charafter  peculiarly  bold,  and 
even  terrific.  The  (hores  of  the  loch  behind  Mr.  Savage's  are  bold  ground,  abounding 
with  numerous  pleafmg  hindfcapes  ;  the  oppofite  coafl,  confiding  of  the  woods  and  im- 
provements of  Caftle-Ward,  is  a  fine  fcenery. 

Called  at  Lord  Bangor's  at  Caftle  Ward,  to  deliver  a  letter  of  recommendation,  but 
unfortunately  he  was  on  a  failing  party  to  England  ;  walked  through  the  woodS,  &c. 
The  houfe  was  built  by  the  prelent  Lord.  It  is  a  very  handfome  edifice  with  two  prin- 
cipal fronts,  but  not  of  the  fame  archittflure,  for  the  one  is  Gotliic,  and  the  other  Gre- 
cian. From  the  temple  is  a  fine  wooded  fcene ;  you  look  down  on  a  glen  of  wood,  with 
a  winding  hill -quite  covered  uith  it,  and  which  bi'eaks  the  view  of  alargebay:  over  it 
appears  the  peninfula  of  Strangford,  which  confifls  of  inc^ofures  and  wood.  To  the 
,  right,  the  bay  is  bounded  by  a  fine  grove,  which  projefls  into  it.  A  ihip  at  anchor  ad- 
ded much.  The  houfe  well  fituated  above  feveral  rifing  woods,  the  whole  fcene  a  fine 
one.  I  remarked  in  Lord  Bangor's  domains,  a  fine  field  of  turnips,  but  unhoed. 
There  were  fonie  cabbages  alfo. 

Belfafl  is  a  very  well  built  town  of  brick,  they  having  no  ftone  quarry  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  ftreets  are  broad  and  ftrait,  and  the  inhabitants,  amounting  to  about 
fifteen  thoufand,  make  i^  appear  lively  and  bufy.  The  public  buildings  are  not  nu- 
merous or  very  ftriking,  but  over  the  exch:;nge  Lord  Donnegal  is  building  an  aflembly  ' 
room,  fixtyfeet  long,  by  thirty  broad,  and  twenty-four  high  ;  a  very  elegant  room.  A 
card  room  adjoining,  thirty  by  twenty-two,  and  twenty-two  high  ;  a  tea  room  of  the 
fame  fize.  His  lordihip  is  alfo  building  a  new  church,  which  is  one  of  the  lightefl  and 
moil  pleafing  1  have  any  where  feen  :  it  is  feventy-four  by  fifty-four,  and  thirty  high  to 
the  cornice  ;  theifles  feparated  by  a  double  row  of  columns;  nothing  can  be  lighter 
or  more  pleafing.  The  town  belongs  entirely  to  his  lordfhip.  Rent  of  it  2ood1.  a 
year.  His  eftate  extends  from  Drumbridge,  near  Lilbume  to  Larne,  twenty  miles  in 
a  right  line,  and  is  ten  broad.  His  royalties  ar-:  great,  containing  the  whole  of  Loch 
Neagh,  which  IB  I  fuppofe  the  grealeft  of  any  fubjefl  in  Europe.  His  eei  fiftiery  at  Tome, 
and  Port-New,  on  the  river  Ban,  lets  for  5C0I.  a  year;  and  all  the  filheries  are  his  to 
the  leap  at  Colraine.  The  eftate  is  fuppofed  to  be  3i,ocol.  a  year,  the  greateft  at  pre- 
fent  in  Ireland.  Innifiioen  in  Donnegal  is  his,  and  is  i  i,oool.  of  it.  In  Antrim,  Lord 
Antrim's  is  the  moft  extenfive  property, being  four  baronies,and one  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  thoufand  acres.  The  rant  8ocol.  a  year,  but  re-let  for  64,0001.  a  year,  by  te- 
nants that  have  perpetuities,  perhaps  the  crueleft  inftance  in  the  world  of  careleftnefs 
for  theinterelts  ofpofterity.     The  prefent  Lord's  father  granted  thofe  leafee, 

I  was  informed  that  Mr.  [faac,  near  Belfaft,  had  four  acres,  Irifli  raeafure,  of  flrong 
day  land  not  broken  up  for  many  years,  which  being  amply  manured  with  lime  rub- 
bUh  and  fea  fliells,  and  fallowed,  was  fown  with  wheat,  and  yield  87I.  9s.  at  gs.  to  i  ;s. 
percwt.  Alfo  that  Mr.  Whitley,  of  Ballinderry,  near  Lifburne,  a  tenant  of  Lord  Hert- 
ford's  has  rarely  any  wheat  that  does  not  yield  him  eighteen  pounds  an  acre.  The  til- 
lage of  >he  neighbourhood  for  ten  miles  round  Is  doubled  in  a  few  years.    Shall  export 
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one  thoorand  tons  ofconr  this  year  from  Belfaft,  mod  of  it  to  the  Welt  lodies,  partku- 
larly  oats. 

Auguft  I,  to  Arthur  Buntin's,  Efq.  nearBelfaft;  the  foil  3  flifFclay ;  lets  at  old  rents 
IDS.,  new  one  i8s,,  the  town  parks  of  that  place  30s.  to  yos.,  tea  miles  round  it  los. 
to  20S.,  average  13s.  A  great  deal  of  flax  fown,  every  countryman  baring  a  little, 
always  on  potatoe  land*  and  one  ploughing  :  they  ufually  fow  each  family  a  bufbel  of 
feed.  Thofe  who  have  no  land  pay  the  farmers  aos.  rent  for  the  land  a  bufhel  of  feed 
fows,  and  always  on  potatoe  land.  They  plant  many  more  potato^  than  cbey  eat,  to 
fupply  the  market  at  Belfaft ;  manure  for  them  with  all  their  dung,  and  fome  of  ihem 
mix  dung,  earth,  and  lime,  and  this  is  found  to  do  t>etter.  There  is  much  atabafter 
near  the  town,  which  is  ufed  for  llucco  plailtcr  ;  fells  from  il.  is.  to  258.  a  ton. 

In  my  way  to  Antrim,  viewed  the  bleach-green  of  Mr,  Thomas  Sinclair ;  it  is  the 
completed  I  had  feen  here.  I  undcrdood  that  the  bleaching  feafon  laded  nine  months, 
and  that  watering  on  the  grafs  was  quite  left-off.  Mr.  Sinclair  himfelf  was  not  at  home, 
or  I  fliould  probably  have  gained  fome  intelligence  that  might  have  been  ufeful. 

CrofTed  the  mountains  by  the  new  road  to  Antrim,  and  found  them  to  the  fummits 
to  confiH  of  exceeding  good  loam,  and  fuch  as  would  improve  into  good  meadow.  It 
is  all  thrown  to  the  little  adjoining  ftirms,  with  very  little  or  any  rent  paid  for  it.  They 
make  no  other  ufe  of  it  than  turning  their  cows  on.  Pity  they  do  not  improve ;  a  work 
tnore  profitable  than  any  they  could  undertake.  All  the  way  to  Antrim  lands  let  st  an 
average  at  8s.  The  lirten  manufaflure  fpreads  over  the  whole  country,  confequeutly  _ 
the  farms  are  very  fmall,  being  nothing  but  patches  for  the  convenience  of  weavers. 

From  Antrim  to  SHanes  Caftle  the  road  runs  at  (he  end  of  Loch  Neagh,  command" 
tng  a  noble  view  of  it ;  of  fuch  an  extent  that  th^  eye  can  fee  no  land  over  it.  It  ap- 
pears like  a  perfect  fea,  and  the  (hore  is  broken  -fand-banks,  which  look  fo  mych  like  it, 
that  one  can  hardly  believe  the  water  to  be  frelh.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  caftle,  I  w^ 
mod  agreeably  faluted  with  four  men  hoeing  a  field  of  tumigs  round  it,  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  grafs.  Thefe  were  the  fird  turnip-hoers  I  have  feen  in  Ireland,  and  I  was  more 
pleafed  than  if  1  had  feen  four  emperors. 

The  caftle  is  beautifully  fituated  on  the  lake,  the  windows  commanding  a  very  noble 
view  of  it ;  and  this  has  the  finer  effect,  as  the  woods  are  confiderable,  and  form  a  fine 
accompaniment  to  this  noble  inland  fea. 

Rode  from  Mr.  Lefly's  to  view  the  Giant*s  Cauleway.  It  is  certainly  a  very  great 
curiofity,  as  an  obJL^^t  for  fpeculation  upon  the  manner  of  its  formation ;  whether  it 
owes  its  origin  to  fire,  and  is  a  fpecies  of  lava,  ortocryftalization,  or  to  whatever  caufe, 
tsa  point  that  has  employed  theattentic^n  of  men  much  more  able  to  decide  upon  it  than 
I  am  ;  and  has  been  fo  often  treated,  that  nothing  I  could  fay  could  be  new.  When- 
two  bits  or  thefe  bafaltes  are  rubbed  together  quick,  they  emit  a  confiderable  fceoc 
like  burnt  leather.  The  fcencry  of  the  Caufeway,  nor  of  the  -adjacent  mountains,  is 
very  magnificent,  though  the  clifis  are  bold  ;  but  for  a  confiderable  diflance  there  is  a. 
ftrong  difpofition  in  the  rocks  to  run  into  pentagonal  cylinders,  and  even  at 
bridge,  by  Mr.  Leily's,  is  a  rock  in  which  the  fame  difpofition  is  plainly  vifible.  I  be- 
lieve the  Caufeway  would  have  llruck  me  more  if  I  had  not  feen  the  prints  of  Staffa. 

Returned  to  Leily-hill  j  and  Auguft  5th  departed  for  Coleraine.  There  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Jackfon  alTtfled  me  with  the  greateft  poUtenels  in  procuring  the  intelligence  I 
I  wifhed  about  the  falmon-fifhery,  v^iich  is  the  greateft  in  the  kingdom,  and  viewed  both 
iifheries  above  and  below  the  town,  very  pleSantly  fituated  on  the  river  Ban.  The 
jfllmon  fpawn  in  all  the  riret;?  that  run  into  the  Ban  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  and 
as  foon  as  they  have  done  fwim  to  the  feS,  where  they  flay  till  January,,  when  they  begin. 
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to  return  to  thefrefii  water,  and  continue  doing  it  till  Augiitt,  in  which  voyage  they  are 
taken  j  the  nets  are  fet  ia  the  middle  of  January,  but  by  ad  of  parliament  no  nets  nor 
weirs  can  be  kepi  down  after  the  12th  of  Auguft.  AM  the  fifheries  on  the  river  Ban 
let  at  6000I.  a  year.  From  the  fea  to  the  rock,  above  Coleraine,  where  the  weirs  are 
built,  belongs  to  the  London  companies  ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  reft  to  Lord  Donne- 
gal.  The  eel  fifheries  let  at  loool.  a  year,  and  the  falmon  fiflieries  at  Coieraine  loool. 
The  eels  make  periodica!  voyages,  as  the  falmon,  but  inftead  of  fpawning  in  the  frefh 
water,  they  go  to  the  fea  to  fpawn,  and  the  young  fry  return  againft  the  ftream;  to 
enable  them  to  do  which  with  greater  eafe  at  the  leap,  ftraw  ropes  are  hung  in  the 
water  for  them  j  whenlhey  return  to  fea  they  are  taken  :  many  of  them  weigh  nine  or 
ten  pounds.  The  young  falmon  are  called  grawls,  and  grow  at  a  rate  which  I  fhould 
fuppofe  fcarce  any  fiih  commonly  known  equals  ;  for  within  the  year  fome  of  them  will 
come  to  fixteen  and  eighteen  pounds,  but  in  general  ten  or  twelve  pounds :  fuch  as 
efcape  the  firft  year's  fiOiery  are  falmon ;  and  at  two  years  old  will  generally  weigh 
twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds.  This  year's  fiftiery  has  proved  ihe  greateft  that  ever 
'  was  known,  and  they  had  the  largeft  hawl,  taking  1452  falmon  at  one  drag  of  one  net. 
In  the  year  1758  they  had  882,  which  was  the  next  greateft  hawi.  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  370  drawn  in  at  once.  They  have  this  year  taken  four  hundred  tons  of  fifti ; 
two  hundi  ed  fold  frefli  at  a  penny  and  three-halfpence  a  pound,  and  two  hundred  failed, 
at  i8l.  and  20I.  per  ton,  which  are  fent  to  London,  Spain,  and  Italy.  The  fifliery  em- 
ploys eighty  men,  and  the  expences  in  general  calculated  to  equal  the  rent. 

The  linen  manufaflure  is"  very  general  about  Coleraine,  coarfe  ten  hundred  linen. 
It  is  carried  to  Dublin  in  cars,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  at  ^s,  per  cwt.  in  fummer, 
and  7s.  6d.  in  winter. 

From  Limmavaddy  to  Deny  there  Is  very  little  uncultivated,  land.  Within  four  milc« 
of  the  latter,  raits  are  from  12s.  to  sos.;  mountains  paid  for  but  in  the  grofs.  Reached 
Derry  at  night,  and  waited  two  hours  in  the  dark  before  the  ferry-boat  came  over 
for  me. 

Auguft  7,  in  the  morrJng,  went  to  the  biffiop's  palace  to  leave  my  letters  of  recom- 
mendation J  for  i  was  informed  of  my  misfortune  in  his  being  out  of  the  kingdom. 
He  was  upon  a  voyage  to  Staffa,  and  had  fent  home  fome  of  the  ftones  of  which  it  con- 
fifts ;  they  appeared  perfeilly  to  referable  in  ihape,  colour,  and  fmell,  thofe  of  the 
Giant's  Caufeway. 

Auguft  8,  left  Derry,  and  took  the  road  by  Raphoe  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Golding's,  at 
Clonleigh,  who  favoured  me  with  much  valuable  information.  The  view  of  Derry,  at 
the  dillanceof  a  mile  or  two,  is  the  moft  picturefque  of  any  place  I  havefeen  ;  it  feem* 
to  be  built  on  an  ifland  of  Isold  land  rifing  from  the  river,  which  fpreads  into  a  fine 
bafon  at  the  foot  of  the  town ;  the  adjacent  country  hilly  ;  the  fcene  wants  nothing  but 
wood  to  make  it  a  perfeft  landfcape. 

Auguft  11,  left  Mount  Charles,  and  parting  through  DonnegaT,  took  the  road  ti» 
Ballyftiannon  ;  came  prefently  lo  feveral  beautiful  landfcapes,  fwelling  hills,  cultivated, 
witti  the  bay  flowing  up  among  them:  they  want  nothing  but  more  wood,  and  are 
beautiful  without  it.  Afterwanls  likewife  to  the  left  they  rife  in  various  outlines,  aild 
die  away  infenfibly  into  one  another.  When  the  road  leads  to  a  full  view  of  the  bay  of 
Donnegal,  thefe  fmilittg  fpots,  above  which  the  proud  mountains  rear  their  heads,  are 
numerous,  the  hillocks  of  ahnoft  regular  circular  forms  ;  they  are  very  pleafing,  from 
form,  verdure,  and  the  water  breaking  in  their  vales. 

Before  I  got  to  Ballyftiannon,  remarked  a  bleach-green,  which  indicates  weaving  in 

the  neighbourhcoi.    Viewed  the  Cilmon-leap  at  Ballyflianaon,  which  is  let  for  400I. 
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a  year.  The  fceijery  of  it  is  very  beautiful ;  it  is  a  fine  fal!,  and  the  coaft  of  the  river 
very  bold,  confiiting  of  perpendicular  rocks,  with  grafs  of  a  beautiful  verdure  to  the 
very  edge  :  it  projefls  in  little  promontories,  which  grow  longer  as  they  approach  the 
fea,  and  open  to  give  a  fine  view  of  the  ocean.  Before  the  fall  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
is  a  rocky  ifland,  on  which  is  a  curing  houfe,  inllead'of  the  turret  of  a  ruined  caftJe, 
for, which  it  feeins  formed.  The  town  pmtily  fituated  on  the  rifing  ground  on  each 
lide  of  the  river.  -To  Sir  James  Caldwell's;  crofling  the  bridge,  (topped  for  a  view  of 
the  river,  which  is  a  very  fine  onp,  and  was  delighted  to  fee  the  falmon  jump,  to  me  an 
unufual  fight:  the  water  was.perfedly  alive  with  them.  Rifing  the  hill,  look  back  on 
the.town  ;  the  fituation  beautiful ;  the  river  prefents  a  noble  view.  Came  to  Belleek, 
a  little  village,  with  one  of  the  fineft  waier-falls  I  remember  any  where  to  have  feen  j 
viewed  ii  from  the  bridge.  The  river  in  a  very  ^road  (heet  comes  from  behind  foms 
.  wood,  and  breaks  over  a  bed  of  rocks,  not  perpendicular,  but  Ihelving  in  various  di- 
re6Hons,  and  foams  away  under  the  arches  j  after  which  it  grows  more  filent,  and  gives 
.  a  beautiful  bend  under  a  rock,  crowned  by  a  fine  bank  of  wood.  Reached  Cadle  Cald- 
well at  night,  where  Sir  James  Caldwell  received  me  with  a  politenel's  and  cordiality 
that  will  make  me  long  remember  it  with  pleafure. 

Augull  15,  to  Belleifle,  the  charjniag  ieat  of  the  Earl  of  Rofs.'  It  is  an  ifland  in 
Loch  Earne,  of  two  hundred  Irilh  acres,  every  part  of  it  hill,  dale,  and  gentle  declivi- 
ties :  it  has  a  great  deal  of  wood,  much  of  which  is  old,  and  forms  both  deep  (hades 
and  open  chearful  groves.  The  trees  hang  on  the  (lopes,  and  confequently  (hew  them- 
felves  to  the  beft  advantage.  All  this  is  exceedingly  pretty,  but  it  is  rendered  trebly  fo 
by  the  fituation  :  a  reach  of  the  bke  pafTes  before  the  houfe,  which  is  fituated  near  the 
banks  among  fome  fine  woods,  which  give  both  beauty  and  llielter.  This  flieet  of  water, 
which  is  three  miles  over,  is  bounded  in  front  by  an  illand  of  thick  wood,  and  by  a  bold 
circular  hill,  which  is  his  .lordfhip's  deer  park;  this  hilt  is  backed  by  a  confiderable 
moantain.  To  the  right  are  four  or  five  fine  clumps  of  dark  wood  ;  fo  many  iflands 
which  rife  boldly  from  the  lake,  the  water  breaks  in  ftraits  between  them,  atvd  forms  a 
fcene  extremely  pifturefque.  On  the  other  fide  the  lake  (Iretches  behind  wood,  in  a 
ftreight  which  forms  BelleifleV  Lord  Rofc  has  made  walks  round  the  ifland,  from 
which  thete  is  a  confiderable  variety  of  profpeft.  A  temple  is  built  on  a  gentle  hill, 
commanding  the  view  of  the  wooded  iflands  above-mentioned  ;  but  the  molt  ple^fing 
pro^fl  of  them  is  coming  out  from  the  grotto :  they  appear  in  an  uncommon  beauty  j. 
twofeem  to-join,  and  the  water  which  flows  between  takes  the  i^earance  of  a  fine 
bay,  projecting  deep  into  a  dark  wood  :  nothing  can  be  more  beautiful.  The  park  hilt 
rifes  above  them,  and  the  whole  is  backed  with  mountains.  The  home  fcene  at  your 
feet  alfo  is  pretty ;  a  lawn  fcattered  with  trees  that  forms  the  margin  of  the  lake,  clofing 
gradually  in  a  thick  wood  of  tall  trees,  above  the  tops  of  which  is  a  di/tant  view  of 
Cultiegh  mountain,  which  is  there  feen  in  its  proudeft  folemnity. 

They  plough  all  with  horfes  three  or  four  in  a  plough,  and  all  abreaft.  Here  let  it 
be  remarked,  that  they  very  commonly  plough  and  harrow  with  their  horfes  drawing- 
bythetail:  it  is  done  every- feafon.  Nothing  can  put  them  befide  this  ;  and  they  iafilt 
that- take  a  horfe  tired  in  traces,  and  put  him  to  work  by  the  tail,  he  will  draw  better: 
quite  frelh  again.  Indignant  reader !  this  is  no  jelb  of  mine,  but  cruel,  (tubborn,  bar- 
barous (ruth.     It  is  fo  all  over  Cavan. 

At  Clonells,  near  Caftle-rea,  lives  O'Conner,  the  direft  defcendant  of  Roderick 
O'Connor,  who  was  King  of  Connaught  fix  or  feven  hundred  years  ago  ;  there  is  a 
monument  of  him  in  Rofcommon  church,  with  his  fceptre,  &c.  I  was  told  as  a  cer- 
tainty, that  this  family  were  here  long  before  the  coming  of  the  Milefians.    The  pof- 

feffioos,. 
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feflions,  formerly  fo  great,  are  reduced  to  three  or  four  hiftdred  pounds  a  year,  the 
laniily  having  fered  in  the  revolutions  of  fo  many  ages,  much  worfe  than  the  O'Niel's 
and  O'Brien's.  The  common  people  pay  him  the  greateft  refpeS,  -and  fend  him  pre- 
fents  of  cattle,  &c.  upon  various  occafions.  They  <;onfider  him  as  the  prince  of  a  people 
i:.volved  in  one  common  ruin. 

Another  greai  family  in  Connaught  is  Macdermot,  who  calls  himfelf  Prince  of  Coo- 
lavin;  he  lives  at  Cooiavin,  in  Sligo,  and  though  he  has  not  above  one  hundred  pounds- 
a.  year,  will  not  admit  his  children  to  fit  down  ill  hisprefence.  This  was  certainly  the 
cafe  with  his  father,  and  fome  affured  me  even  vrith  the  prefent  chief.  Lord  Kinglbo- 
rough,  Mr.  roiifoaby,  Mr.  O'Hara,  Mr.  Sandford,  &c.  came  to  fee  him,  and  his  ad- 
drefs  was  cqrious  :  "O'Hara!  you  are  welcome  ;  Sandford,  I  am  glad  to  feeyour  mo- 
-ther's  fon  (his  mother  was  an  O'Brien)  :  as  to  the  reft  of  ye,  come  in  as  ye  can.'*' 
Mr.  O'Hara,  of  Nymphsfield,  is  in  poneffion  of  a  confiderable  eftate  in  Sligo,  which  is- 
the  remains  of  great  pofT-fiions  they  had  in  that  country :  he  is  one  of  the  fevK  defcen- 
dants  of  the  Milefian  race. 

1  o  Lord  Kingfton's,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  but  unfortunateTy  for  me  he  was  at 
Spaw.  Walked  down  to  Longford  Hill,  to  view  the  lake  ;  it  is  cne  of  the  moft  deli- 
cious fcenes  I  ever  beheld,  a  lake  of  five  miles  by  four,  which  fills  the  bottom  of  a  gentle 
valley  atmoft  of  a  circular  form,  bounded  very  boldly  by  the  mountains.  Thofe  to  the 
left  rife  in  a  notle  Jlope  ;  they  lower  rather  in  front,  and  let  in  a  view  of  Strand  moun* 
tain,  near  SHgo,  above  twenty  miles  off.  To  the  right,  you  look  over  a  fmalL  part  of  a. 
bog  to  a  targe  extent  of  cultivated  hill,  wiih  the  blue  mountains  beyond-  Were  this 
liitle  piece  of  bog  planted,  the  view  would  be  more  complete ;  the  hill  on  which  you 
Hand  has  a  foliage  of  well-grown  trtes,  which  form  the  fouthern  fliore.  You  look  dowa 
on  fix  iflands,  all  wooded,  and  on  a  fine  promontory  to  the  left,  which  Aioots  fv  into 
the  lake.  Nothing  can  be  more  pleafing  than  their  uncommon  variety;  the  firft  is 
fmall,  (Rock  illand)  tvifted  with  trees,  under  the  (haJe  of  which  is  an  ancient  building, 
once  the  refidence  of  Macdermot..  The  next  a  mixture  of  lawn  and  wood  ;  the  third, 
vhich  appears  to  join  this,  is  of  a  darker  fhade,  yet  not  To  thick  but  you  can  fee  the 
bright  lawn  under  the  trees.  Houfe  ifland  is  one  fine  thick  wood,  which  admits  not  a 
gleam  of  light,  a  contrail  to  the  filver  bofom  of  the  lake.  Church  ifland  is  at  a  greater 
diHance ;  this  is  alfo  a  clump,  and  rifes  boldly.  Rook  ifland  is  of  wood  ;  it  opens  in 
4he  centre,  and  (hews  a  lawn  with  a  building  on  it.  It  is  impofiible  to  imagine  a  more 
pleafing  and  chearful  fcene.  Pafled  the  chapel  to  Smithfietd  Hill,  which  is  a  fine  rifing 
ground,  quite  furrounded  with  plantations ;  from  hence  the  view  is  changed  ;  here  the 
promontory  appears  very  bold,  and  over  its  neck  you  fee  another  wooded  ifland,  in  a 
moil  pifturefque  fituation.  Nothing  can  be  more  pi£turefque  than  Rock  ifland,  its  ruin 
overhung  with  ivy.  The  other  iflands  aflfume  frefh  and  varied  outlines,  and  form  upon 
the  whole  one  of  the  molt  luxuriant  Aienes  I  have  met  with. 

The  views  of  the  lake  and  environs  are  very  fine  as  you  go  to  Boyle;  the  woods  unite 
into  a  large  mafs,  and  contrail  tile  bright  flieet  of  water  with  their  dark  fliades. 

The  lands 'about  Kinpii^n  are  very  fine,  a  rich,  dry,  yellow,,  fandy  loam,  the  fineft 
foil  that  I  have  feen  in  Ir.Loid,  all  grafe,  aad  covered  with  very  fine  bullocks,  cows,  and. 
flieep.  The  farms  rife  lo  five  hundred  acres,  and  are  generally  ia  divifions,  parted  by- 
flone  walls,  for  oxen,  cov.  s,  jcuiig  cattle,  and  fheep  feparate.  Some  of  the  lands  will 
carry  an  ox  and  a  ucutev  [j.t  acre  ;  rents  1 5s.  to  20s. 

Dined  at  Boyle,  ::v.'i  t(<oi,.  the  rnad  to  Ballymoat ;  crofled  an  immenfe  mountainy  bog„ 

where  I  flopped  and  ni,u'.--  .uquirics;  found  that  it  was  ten  miles  long,  and  three  and  a 

halt  over,  ccinair.ing  th;   )-»ive  iquare  niilesj,  that  lime-ftone  quarries  were  around 
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-and  in  it,  and  lime-flone  gravd  in  many  places  to  be  found,  and  ufed  in  the  lands  that 
join  it :  in  addition  to  this  I  may  add,  that  there  is  a  great  road  croffing  it ;  thirty-five 
miles  are  twenty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  acres.  What  an  immenle  field  of  improve- 
rncnt!  nothing  would  be  eafier  than  to  drain  it,  vad  trads  of  land  have  fuch  a  fall,  that 
not  a  drop  of  water  could  remain.  Thefe  hilly  bogs  are  extremely  different  from  any 
I  have  feen  in  England.  In  the  moors  in  the  north,  the  hills  and  mounuins  are  all 
covered  with  heath,  hke  the  Irifii  bogs,  but  they  are  of  various  foils,  gravel,  (hingle, 
moor,  &c.,  and  boggy  only  in  fpota  ;  but  the  Irifh  bog  hills  are  ail  pure  bog  to  a  great 
depth,  without  the  leafl:  variation  of  foil ;"  and  the  bog  being  of  a  hilly  form,  is  a  proof 
that  it  is  a  growing  vegetable  mafs,  and  not  owing  merely  to  (lagnant  water.  Sir  Lau- 
rence Dundafs  is  the  principal  proprietor  of  this. 

Reached  Ballyinoat  in  the  evening,  the  refidence  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Titzmaurice,  where 
1  expected  great  pleafure  in  viewing  a  manufactory,  of  which  I  heard  much  fmce  I 
came  to  Ireland-  He  was  fo  kind  as  to  give  me  the  follouing  account  of  it,  in  the  moft 
liberal  manner : 

"  Twenty  years  ago  the  late  Lord  Shelburnecame  toBallymoat,  a  wild  uncultivated 
region,  without  indullry  or  civility,  and  the  people  all  Roman  Catholics,  without  an 
atom  of  a  manufaftufe,  not  even  fpinning.  In  order  to  change  this  ftate  of  things,  his 
Lordlhip  contrafted  with  people  in  the  north  to  bring  proteftant  weavers,  and  efiablifli 
a  manufaftory,  as  the  only  means  of  making  the  change  he  wifiied  ;  this  was  done,  but 
falling  inlo  the  hands  of  rafcals,  he  loft  5000I.  by  the  bufinefs,  with  only  feventeen  pro- 
teilant  femiliea,  and  twenty-fix  or  twenty-feven  looms  eftabliflied  for  it.  Upon  his 
^eath,  Lady  Shelburne  wifhed  to  carry  his  fcheme  into  execution,  and  to  do  it,  gave 
much  encouragement  to  Mr.  Wakefield,  the  great  Irilh  feftor  in  London,  by  granting 
jidvantageous  leafes.  under  the  contraft  of  building  and  colonizing,  by  weavers  from  the 
north,  and  carrying  on  the  manufaftory.  He  found  about  twenty  looms,  working 
upon  their  own  account,  and  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  this  for  five  years,  raifing 
feveral  buildings,  cottages  for  the  weavers,  and  was  going  on  as  well  as  the  variety  of 
Jiis  bufinefs  would  admit,  employing  fixty  looms.  He  then  died,  when  a  Hand  was 
made  to  all  the  works  for  a  year,  in  which  every  thing  went  much  to  ruin.  Lady  Shel- 
burne then  employed  a  new  manager  fo  carry  on  the  manufadture  upon  his  own  account, 
giving  him  very  profitable  grants  of  lands,  to  encourage  him  to  do  it  with  fpirit.  He 
continued  for  five  years,  employing  fixty  looms  alfo  ;  but  his  circumftances  failing,  a 
frefti'ftop  was  put  to  the  work. 

**  Then  it  was  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  in  the  year  1774,  determined  to  exert  himfelf 
in  puQiing  on  a  manufactory,  which  promifed,  to  be  of  fuch  eflential  fervice  to  the 
whole  country.  To  do  this  with  effeft,  he  faw  that  it  was  neceflary  to  take  it  entirely 
hito  his  own  hands.  He  could  lend  money  to  the  manager  to  enable  him  to  go  on,  but 
that  would  be  at  beft  hazardousj  and  could  never  do'  it  in  the  complete  manner  in  which 
hfe  wifhed  to  eftablilh  it.  In  this  period  of  confideration,  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  was  advit'ed 
by  his  friends  never  to  engage  in  fo  complex  a  bufinefs  as  a  manufadure,  in  which  he 
mull  of  necelfity  becdme  a  merchant ;  alfo  engage  in  all  the  hazard,  irkfomenefs,  &c. 
of  commerce,  fo  totally  different  from  his  birth,  education,  ideas,  and  purfuJts;  but 
■tired  with  the  inaftivity  of  common  life,  he  determined  not  only  to  turn  mariufaanrer, 
but  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  in  the  mofl  fpirited  and  vigorous  manher  that  was  poflible. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  took  every  me^ns  of  making  himfelf  a  complete  mafter  of  the  bu- 
finefs;  he  went  through  various  manufactures,  enquired  into  the  minutire,  and  took 
every  meafure  to  know  it  to  the  bottom.  This  he  did  fo  repeatedly,  and  with  fuch 
attention  in  die  vhole  {tfogrefs,  from  fpinning  to  bleaching,  and  felling,  that  he  became 
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as  thorough  a  maflcrof  it  as  an  experienotd  manager;  he  has  wove  h'Qcn.  and  done 
every  part  of  the  bufiners  with  his  own  hands.  As  he  dL-termined  to  have  the  works 
complete,  he  took  Mr.  Stansfield  the  engineer,  fo  well  known  for  his  Improved  faw- 
mills,  into  his  pay ;  he  fent  him  over  to  BaUymoaf,  in  the  winter  of  1774,  in  order  to 
erefl  the  machinery  of  a  bleach-miU,  upon  the  very  b^ft  conftruftion  ;  he  went  to  all 
the  great  mills  in  the  north  of  Ireland  to  infpefl  them,  to  remark  their  deficiencies,  that 
they  might  be  improved  in  the  mills  he  intended  to  ereSt.  This  knowledi.;e  beinf*- 
gained,  the  work  was  begun,  and  as  watei;  was  necefTary,  a  great  baibn  \vas  iormed  ty 
a  dam  acrofs  a  valley,  by  which  means  thirty-four  acres  wire  floated,  to  ferve  as*a  re- 
fervoir  for  dry  feafons  to  fecure  plenty  at  all  times.'* 

Auguft  30,  rode  to  Rofshill,  four  miles  off,  a  headland  that  projedls  into  the  bay 
of  Newport,  from  which  rliere  is  a  ntoit  bE.'autiful  view  of  the  bay  on  both  fides;  I 
counted  thirty  illands  very  diiUndtly,  all  of  them  cultivated  under  corn  ^nd  potatoes,  or 
paflured  by  cattle.  At  a  dillance  Clara  rifes  in  a  very  bold  and  pidlurefque  ftyle  ;  oa 
the  left  Crow  Patrick,  and  to  the  right  oiher  mountains.  It  is  »  view  that  watits  no- 
thing but  wood. 

September  5,  to  Drumoland,  the  feat  of  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien,  in  the  county  of  Clare,, 
r  gentleman  who  had  been  repeatedly  aHiduous  to  procure  me  every  fort  of  informs 
lion.  I  fliould  remark,  as  I  have  now  left  Galway,  that  that  county,  from  entiaringif 
in  the  road  to  Tuam  till  leaving  it  to-day,  has  been,  upon  the  whole,  inferior  to  moft 
of  the  parts  1  hav;  travelled  in  Ireland  in  point  of  beauty :  there  are  not  mountains  of 
a  magnitude  to  make  the  view  ftriking.  It  is  perfedly  free  from  woods,  and  even  trees, 
except  about  gentlemen's  houfes,  nor  has  it  a  variety  in  its  face.  I  do  not,  however,, 
fpeak  without  exception  ;  I  pafled  fome  tf-afls  which  are  cheerful.  Drummoland  has 
a  pteafing  variety  of  grounds  about  the  houfe  j  it  Hands  on  a  hill  gently  rifing  from  a 
lake  of  twenty-four  acres,  in  the  middle  of  a  noble  wood  of  oak,  a(h,  poplar,  &c, 
three  beautiful  hills  rife  above,  over  which  the  plantations  fpread  in  a  varied  manner;, 
and  thiffe  hills  command  very  fine  views  of  the  great  rivers  tergus  and  Shannon  at  their 
junction,  being  each  of  them  a  league  wide. 

Therv;  is  a  view  of  the  Shannon  from  Limerick,  to  Foynes  Ifland,  which  is  thirty  miles, 
with  all  its  bays,  bends,  illands,  and  fertile  fhores.  It  is  from  one  to  three  miles  broad, 
a  moft  nohle  river,  deferving  regal  navies  for  its  ornament,  or,  what  are  better,  fleets- 
of  merchantmen,  the  cheerful  figns  of  far  extended  commerce,  inftead  of  a  few  mifc- 
rable  filhing-boats,  the  only  canvafs  that  fwelled  upon  the  fcene  :  but  the  want  of  com- 
merce ifl  her  ports  is  the  misfortune  not  the  fault  of  Ireland.  Thanks  for  the  defici- 
ency to  that  illiberal  fpirit  of  trading  jealoufy,  which  has  at  times  actuated  and  difgraced 
b>  many  nations.  The  profped  has  a  noble  outtint:  in  the  bold  mountains  of  Xippe- 
rary,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry.     The  whole  view  magnificent. 

At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  the  caftle  of  Bunratty,  a  very  large  edifice,  the  feat  of  the 
O'Briens,  princes  of  Thomond  ;  it  Hands  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  which  falls  into  the 
Shannon  near  it.  About  this  caftle  and  that  of  Rc^managher,  the  Und  Js  the  belt  ia 
the  county  of  Clare  ;  it  is  worth  il.  13s.  an  acre>  and  ikts  a  bullock  per  acre  in  iuai- 
mer,  befides  winter  feed. 

To  Limerick,  through  a  chearful  country,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  in  a  vale  fur- 
Tounded  by  diftant  mountains.  That  city  is  very  finely  fituated,  partly  on  an  ifland 
formed  by  the  Shannon.  The  new  part,  called  Newtown  Pery,  from  Mr.  Pery  the 
fpeaker,  who  owns  a  confiderable  part  of  the  city,  and  reprefents  ,it  in  parliament,  is 
well  built.  The  houfes  are  new  ones,  of  brick,  large  and  in  right  lines.  I'here  is  a 
cocamtuucatioQ  with  the  reft  of  the  town  by  a  handfooie  bridge  o£  three  Urge  arches,. 
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erefled  at  Mr.  Pery's  expence.  Here  are  docks,  qua^B,  and  a  cuftom-houre,  which  is  a 
good  building,  faces  the  river;  and  on  the  oppofite  banks  is  a  large  quadrangular 
one,  the  houfe  of  induftry.  This  part  of  Limerick  is  very  chearful  and  agreeable,  and 
carries  all  the  marks  uf  a  {iourifluDg  place. 

The  exports  of  this  port  are  bec^  pork,  butter,  hides,  and  rape-feed.  The  imports 
are- rum,  fugar,  timber,  tobacco,  wines,  coals,  bark,  fait,  &c.  The  cuftoms  and  ex- 
cife,  about  fixteen  years  ago,  amounted  to,  i6,oool.,  at  prefent  52,0001.  and  rather 
more  four  or  five  years  ago. 

Whoie  revenue        -        175I"- —  •£  16,000 

1775 5,000 

Revenue  of  the  Pert  of  Limerick,  Tear  ending 

March  45,     1759  -  -  X^  20,494 

1760  -  -  29,197                                           ■ 

■    i7^Si  -  -  20,727 

176  J  -  -  20,650 

1763.  •  -  20,525 

1764  -  -  32.635 

1765  '        -  -  3''099 

Com.  Jour.  vol.  xiv.  p.  71. 

Price  of  Provifiom. 

leal,  lod.  a  couple. 
Plover,  6d.  a  couple. 
"Widgeon,  lod.  ditto. 
Hares,  is.  each,  commonly  fold  all  the 

year  round. 
Woadcocks,  2od.  to  2S.  2d.  a  brace. 
Oyilers,  4d.  to  is.  a  100. 
Lobiters,  is.  to  is.  6d.,  if  good. 


Wheat,  IS.  id.  a  Hone. 

Barley  and  oats,  5  jd.  to  6d. 

Scotch  coals,  i8s.,  Whitehaven,  2os. 
-    A  boat  load  of  turf,  20  tons,  45s. 

Salmon,  three  halfpence. 

Trout,  ad.  very  fine,  per  ib. 

Eels,  2d.  a  pound. 

'Rabbits,  8d.  a  couple. 

Wild  ducks,  2od.  to  2s.  a  couple. 
Land  fells  at  twenty  years*  purchafe.  Rents  were  at  the  higheft  in  1 765,  fell  fince,  but 
in  four  years  have  fallen  8s.  to  ics.  ah  acre  about  Limerick.  They  are  at  a  ftand.at 
prefent,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  provifions  from  palture.  The  number  of  people 
in  Limerick  are  computed  at  thirty-  two  thoufand  ;  it  is  exceedingly  populous  for  the  (ize, 
the  chief  flreet  quite  crowded  ;  many  fedan  chairs  in  town,  and  feme  hackney  chaifes. 
AfTemblies  the  year  round,  in  a  new  aflembly-houfe  built  for  the  purpofe,  and  plays 
and  concerts  common. 

Upon  the  whole,  Limerick  muft  be  a  very  gay  place,  but  when  the  ufual  number  of 
troops  are  in  town  much  more  fo.  To  fliew  the  general  expences  of  living  I  was  told, 
ofaperfoa's  keeping  a  carriage,  four  horfes,  three  men,  three  maids,  a  good  table, 'a 
wife,  three  children,  and  a  nurfe,  and  all  for  500I.  a  year : 

I,   /.    d.  I.    s,    d. 

A  footman  -  -  -  440to06o 

A  profeffed  woman-cook,  .  -  -  -  660" 

A  houfe- maid  -  -  -  -  -  300 

A  kitchen-maid  -  -  -  -  -  aoo- 

A  butler  -  -  -  loootoiaoo 
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A  t»rrcl  of  b«ef  or  poA,  soolb.  weight.    Vefiels  of  400  tons  am  come  ttp  vfBi  fining 
tides,  which,  rife  fourteen  feeL 

September  9,  ro  Caftle  Oliver ;  various  country,  not  fo  rich  to  appearance  at  the 
torcalTeB,  being  fed  bare :  much  hilly  flieep-walk,  and  for  a  confiderable  way  a  full 
third  of  it  potatoes  and  corn  :  no  fign  of  depopulation.  Jull  before  t'e<3t  to  the  hills 
a  field  of  ragwort  (^fenefio  jacobaa)  buried  the  cows.  The  firft  hilt  of  Caftle  Oliver 
interelling.  After  rifuig  a  mountain  fo  high  that  no  one  could  tlunk  of  any  houfe,  you 
come  in  view  of  a  vale,  quite  filled  with  fine  woods,  fields  margined  with  trees,  and 
hedge  plantations  climbing  up  the  mountains.  Having  engaged  myfelf  to  Mr.  Oliver, 
to  return  from  Kitlamey  by  his  houfe,  as  he  was  confined  to  Limenck  by  the  aflizes,  I 
fhall  omit  faying  any  thing  of  it  at  prefent. 

September  i6»  to  Cove  by  water,  from  Mr.  Trent's  quay.  The  View  of  Lota  is 
charming  ;  a  fine  rifing  lawn  from  the  water,  with  noble  fpreading  woods  reaching  on 
each  fide ;  the  houfe  a  very  pleafing  front,  with  lawn  fhooting  into  the  wood«.  The 
river  forms  a  creek  between  two  hills,  one  Lota,  the  other  opening  to  anoth«-  hill  <^ 
inclofures  well  wooded.  As  the  boat  leaves  the  'Ihore  nothing  can  be  finer  than  the 
view  behind  us ;  the  back  woods  of  Lota,  the  houfe  and  lawn,  and  the  high  bold  in- 
clofures towards  Cork,  form  the  fineft  Ihore  imaginable,  leai^g  to  Cork,  the  city  a(v 
pearing  in  full  view,  Dunkettle  wooded  inclofures,  a  ikie  fweep  of  hiS,  joining  Vtr* 
Hoare's  at  FaAory-hill,  whofe  woods  have  a  beautiful  effed.  Dunkettle<-hou{e  abnoft 
loft  in  a  wood.  As  we  advance,  the  woods  of  Lota  and  Dunkettle  unite  tn  oiu  fine  mafs; 
The  Oteet  of  water,  the  rifing  lawns,  the  houfe  in  the  mofl  beautiful  fituarion  imaginable^ 
with  more  woods  ^ve  it  than  lawns  below  it,  the  weft  ihore  of  Loch  Mahon,  a  vcnr 
fine  rifing  hill  cut  into  inclofures,  biit  mthout  wood,  land-locked  on  every  fide  with 
high  lands,  fcattered  with  inclofures,  woods,  feats,  &£'.  wkh  every  cbearfiil  dreumfta&cc 
of  lively  commerce,  has  altogether  a  great  effed.  Advancing  to  Ri&ge  the  flitwes  art 
various,  and  the  fcenery  enlivened  by  fourfco/e  hi\  of  large  ftiips ;  the  Uttla  port  of 
Paflage  at  the  water's  edge,  with  the  hills  rifiog  bdldly  above  k.  '£1ie  channel  nar- 
rows between  the  great  ifland  and  the  hills  of  Pa&ge.  The  fliore*'  bold,  and  th« 
Jhips  fcattered  about  thera,  with  the  iiMrlofureS'  hanging  behind  the  mails  and  yards* 
pi^urefque.  Palling  the  ftrdghts  a  new  bafon  of  the  harbour  opens,  furroaiided  with 
high  lands.  Monk's-town-caftle  on  the  hill  to  the  right,  and  the  grounds  of  Bally* 
bricken,  a  beautiful  intermixed  fcene  of  wood  and  lawn.  The  high  Ihore  of  the  har- 
bipur's  mouth  opens  gradually.  The  whole  fcene  Is  land-locked.  The  firil  view  of 
Hawl-bowling-ifland  and  Spike-iHand,  high  rocky  lands,  with  the  channel  opening  ta 
Cove,  where  are  a  fleet  of  ihips  at  anchor,  and  Roftellan,  Lord  Inchiqum's  houfe, 
backed  with  hills,  a  fcenery  that  wants  nothing  but  the  accompaniment  of  wood.  The 
view  of  Ballybricken  changes ;  it  now  appears  to  be  unfortunately  cut  into  right  lines. 
Arrived  at  the  fliip  at  Cove,  in  the  evening  returned,  leaving  Mr.  Jefferys  and  nunity  on 
board  for  a  voyage  to  Havre,  in  their  way  to  Paris. 

Dunkettle  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  places  I  have  feen  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  hill  of 
Come  hundred  acres  broken  into  a  great  variety  of  g^tHmd  by  gentle  declivities,  witn 
every  where  an  undulatir^  outline,  and  the  whole  varied  by  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ^ 
wood,  which  in  fonie  places  is  thid:  enough  to  take  the  appearan<fe  of  clofe  groves,  in 
others  fpreads  into  fcattered  thickets  and  a  variety  of  fingle  groups.  This  hill,  or  rather 
dofter  of  hills,  is  furrounded  on  one  fide  by  a  reach  of  Cork  harbour,  over  which  it 
looks  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner ;  and  on  the  other  by  an  irriguous  vale,  through 
which  flows  the  river  Glanmire ;  the  oppofite  Ihore  of  that  river  has  every  variety  that 
can  unite  to  form  pleafing  tandfcapes  for  the  views  from  Dunkettle  grounds }  in  fome 
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^ces  harrow  glens,  the  bottoms  of  which  are  quite  Btled  with  vafer,  and  the  fteep 
banks  covered  with  thick  woods  that  fpread  a  deep  fhade  ;  in  others  the  vale  opens  to 
form-  the  fcite  of  a  pretty  diearful  village,  overhung  by  hill  and  wood :  here  the  fliore 
rifes  gradually  into  large  inclofures,  which  fpread  over  the  hills,  flretching  beyond  each 
other }  and  there  tha  vale  melts  again  into  a  milder  variety  of  fields.  A  hill  thus  fitu- 
ated,  and  contilling  in  itfetf  of  fo  much  variety  of  furface,  muft  neceflarily  command 
many  pleafmg  views  5  to'enjoy  thefe  to  the  better  advantage,  Mr.  Trent  (than  whom 
no  one  has  a  better  tafte,  both  to  difcover  and  defcribe  the  beauties  of  natural  fcenes,) 
18  making  a  walk  around  the  whole,  which  is  to  bend  to  the  inequalities  of  the  ground, 
fo  as  to  take  the  principal' points  in  view.  The  whole  is  fo  beautiful,  that  if  I  was  to 
make  the  regular  detour,  the  defcriplion  might  be  too  minute ;  but  there  are  fome 
points  which  gaTC  me  fo  much  pleafure  that  I  know  not  how  to  avoid  recommending 
to  others  that  travel  this  way  to  taile  the  fame  fatisfaftion :  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
orchard  you  look  down  a  part  of  the  river,  where  it  opens  into  a  regular  bafon,  one 
comer  ftretehing  up  to  Cork,  loft  behind  the  hill  of  Lota,  the  lawn  of  which  breaks  on 
the  fwelling  hills  among  the  woods  ;  the  houfe  obfcured,  and  therefore  feeming  a  part 
of  your  home' fcene;  the  lofing  the  river  behind  the  beautiful  projedion  of  Lota,  i& 
more  pleating  than  can  be  exprefled.  The  other  reach,  leading  to  the  harbour's 
mouth,  is  half  hidden  by  the  trees,  which  margin  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  you 
ftand ;  in  front  a  noble  range  of  cultivated  hills,  the  inclofures  broken  by  flight  fpots 
of  wood,  and  prettily  varied  with  houfes,  without  bong  fo  crowded  as  to  take  oS  the 
rural  effeft.  The  fcene  is  not  only  beautiful  in  thofe  comtnon  circuniflances  which 
form  a  landfcape,  but  is  alive  with  the  chearfulnefs  of  (hips  and  boats  perpetually 
moving.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  luxuriant  profpe^  I  have  any  where 
feen.  Leaving  the  orchard,  pafs  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  which  forms  the  bank  of  the 
river  of  Glanmire,  commanding  the  oppofite  woods  of  Lota  in  all  their  beauty.  Rife  to 
the  top  of  the  high  hill  which  joins  the  deer-park,  and  exhibits  a  fcene  equally  extenfive 
and  beautiful  ^  you  look  down  on  a  vale  .which  winds  almoft:  around  at  your  feet,  finilh- 
ing  to  the  left  in  Cork  river,  which  here  takes  the  appearance  of  a  lake,  bounded  by 
wood  and  hills,  and  funk  in  the  bottom  of  a  vale,  in  a  .ftyle  which  painting  cannot 
imitate ;  the  oppoiite  hills  of  Lota,  wood,  and  lawn,  feem  formed  as  objeds  for  this 
point  of  view :  at  your  feet  a  hill  rifes  out  of  "the  vale,  with  higher  ones  around  it, 
the  margins  fcattered  wood ;  to  the  right  towards  Riverftown,  a  vale ;  the  whole 
backed  by  cultivated  hills  to  Kallahan's  field.  Milder  fcenes  follow :  a  bird's-eye 
view  of  a  fmall  vale  funk  at  your  feet,  through  which  the  river  flows ;  a  bridge  of  fe- 
vei-al  arches  unites  two  parts  of  a  beautiful  village,  the  meadow  grounds  of  which  rife 
gently,  a  varied  for^ice  of  wood  and  lawn,  to  the  hills  of  Riverftown,  the  whole  fur- 
rounded  by  delicious  fweeps  of  cultivated  hills.  To  the  left,  a  wooded  glen  rifing  front 
the  vale  to  the  horizon,  the  fcenery  fequdlered,  but  pleafing  ;  the  oak  wood  which 
hangs  on  the  deer-park  hilt,  an  addition.  Down  to  the  brow  of  the  bill,  where  it  hangs 
ever  the  river,  a  pidurefque  interelling  fpot.  The  inclofures  of  the  oppofite  bank  hang 
beautifully  to  the  eye,  and  the  wooded  glen  winds  up  the  hill.  Returning  to  the  houfe 
I  was  conducted  to  the  hill,  where  the  grounds  flope  off  to  the  river  of  Cork,  which 
opens  to  view  in  nohte  reaches  of  a  magnitude  that  fills  the  eye  and  the  imagination  :  a 
whole  country  of  a  character  truly  magnificent,  and  behind  the  winding  vale  which 
leads  between  a  ieries  of  hills  to  Glanmire. 
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PiSlures  at  Dunkettle. 

A  St.  Michael,  '&c.  the  fubjeft  confufed,  by  Michael  Angeb.  -A  St.  Francis  on 
.wood,  a  large  original  of  Guido.  A  St.  Cecilia,  original  of  Romanelli.  An  a/Tump- 
'lion  of  the  Virgin,  by  L.  Carracci.  A  quaker's  meeting,  of  above  fifty  figures,  by 
Egbert  Hemflterk.  A  fea  view  and  rock  piece,  by  Vernet.  A  fmati  flagellation,  by 
Sebaftian  del  Piombo.  A  Madonna  and  Child,  fmall,  by  Reubens.  ^  The  crucifixion, 
many  figures  in  miniature,  excellent,  though  the  mailer  is  unknown.  An  excellent 
copy  of  the  famous  Danae  of  Titian,  at  Monte  Cavallo,  near  Naples,  by  Cioffi  of  Na- 
ples. Another  of  the  Venus  of  Titian,  at  the  Trlbuna  in  Florence,  Anolher  of  Venus 
blinding  Cupid,  by  Titian,  at  the  Palazzo  Borghefe  in  Rome.  Another  of  great  merit 
of  the  Madonna  Delia  Sedia  of  Raphael,  at  the  Palazzo  Pitti  in  Florence,  by  Stirn,  a 
German,  lately  at  Rome.  Another  of  an  holy  family,  from  Raphael,  of  which  there 
are  faid  to  be  three  originals,  one  at  the  king's  palace  in  Naples,  one  in  the  palais royal 
,in  Paris,  and  the  third  in  the  colleflion  of  Lord  Exeter,  lately  purchafed  at  Rome.  A 
portrait  of  Sir  Patrick  Trent,  by  Sir  P.  Leiy.  An  excellent  portrait  of  a  perfon  un- 
known, by  Dahl. 

September  17,  to  Caftlemartyr,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  one  of  the  moft 
diflinguifhed  impro^'ers  in  Ireland  ;  in  whom  I  found  the  moll  eamcfl  defire  to  give  me 
every  fpecies  of  information,  with  a  knowledge  and  ability  which  enabled  him  to  do  it 
moft  effe£tually.  Faffed  through  Middletpn,  a  well-built  place,  which  belongs  to  the  noble 
Lord  to  whom  it  gives  title.  Caftlemartyr  is  an  old  houfe,  but  much  added  to  by  the 
prefent  Earl ;  he  has  built,  befides  other  rooms,  a  dining  one  thirty-two  feet  long  by 
twenty-two  broad,  and  a  drawing  one,  the  beft  rooms  I  have  feen  in  Ireland,  a  double 
cube  of  twenty-five  feet,  being  fifty  long,  twenty-five  broad,  and  twenty-five  high. 
The  grounds  about  the  houfe  are  verywelT  laid  out  j  much  wood  well  grown,  confider- 
able  lawns,  a  river  made  to  wind  through  them  m  a  beautiful  manner,  an  old  caftle  fo 
perfe£lly  covered  with  ivy  as  to  be  a  prfturefque  obje£t.  A  winding  walk  leads  for 
a  confiderable  diftance  along  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  prefents  feveral  pleafing 
landfcapes. 

From  Roftellan  to  Lota,. the  feat  of  Frederick  Rogcn:,  Efq.  I  had  before  feen  it  in 
the  higheft  perfe^ion  from  the  water  going  from  Dunkettle  to  Cove,  and  from  the 
grounds  of  Dunkettle.  Mrs.  Rogers  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fliew  me  the  back  grounds, 
which  are  admirably  wooded,  and  of  3  fine  varied  furface. 

Got  to  Corke  in  the  evening,  and  waited  on  the  Dean,  who  received  me  with  the  moft 
flattering  attention.  Corke  is  one  of  the  mofl  populods  places  I  have  ever  been  in  ;  it 
was  market-day,  and  I  could  fcarce  drive  through  the  ftreets,  they  were  fo  amazingly 
thronged  :  on  the  other  days  the  number  is  very  grea*.  I  fhould  fuppofe  it  muft  re- 
fembte  a  Dutch  town,  for  there  are  many  canals  in  the  ftreets,  with  quays  befisre  the 
houfes.  The  beft  built  part  is  Morrifon's  Ifiand,  which'  promifes  well ;  the  old  part  of 
the  town  is  very  clofe  and  dirty.  As  to  its  commerce,  the  following  particulars  I  owe 
to  Robert  Gordon,  Efq.  ihe  furveyor-geueral : 

Average  ef  ntnttten  Teart*  Exfort^  ending  March  44,  "i  7.7-3.  ■ 
Hides,  at  il.  each  -  -  i  -  •      C    64,000 

Bay  and  woollen  yarn    '     ■    '   -i  -  .  '-  -  294,000 

■  '  '  Carrj- forward    -     ;£  358,000 

'50*  ■  Buttei*, 
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Butter,  at  30s.  per  cvt.  frpm  563.  to  73s. 
Beef,  at  20s.  a  barrel 
Camblets,  ferges,  &c 
Candles 
Soap 
Tallow 

Herrings,  18  to  35,000!.  all  their  own 
Glue,  30  to  35,000 
Pork 

Woo)  to  England 

Small  exports,  Gottenburgh  herrings, 
padliaOes,  feathers,  &c. 


Brought  over 


horns,  hoofs,  &c.  feather-beds. 


'  358,o<»- 
iSo^ooo 
991,970 

40,000 

34,23^ 
30,000 

so^ooa 

3 1, 000 

2a,ooo 
64,000 

14,000 

35.<»» 
£  1,100,190 


Average  prices  of  the  moeteen  years  on  the  cnftom  books.  All  exports  on  thofe  books 
are  rated  at  the  value  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II. ;  but  the  imports  have  always  10  per 
cent  on  the  fwom  price  added  to  them.  Seventy  to  dgbty  fail  of  Ihips  belong  to 
Corke.  Average  of  {hips  that  entered  thjit  port  in  thofe  nineteen  years,  eight  hundred 
and  feveoty  two  per  annum.  The  number  of  people  at  Corke  muftered  by  the  clergy 
by  hearth-money,  and  by  the  aumber  of  ha^ufes,  payments  to  minifter,  average  of  the- 
three,  fixty>feven  thoufand  fouls,  if  taken  before  the  ift  of  September,  after  that  twenty 
thoufand  increafed.  There  are  feven  hundred  coopers  in  the  town.  Barrels  all  of 
oak  or  beech,  all  from  America :  the  latter  for  herrings,  now  from  Gottenburgh. 
and  Norway.  The  excife  of  Corke  now  no  more  than  in  Charles  the  Second's  reign. 
Ridiculous ! 


C<vk  old  duties,  hi  1751,  produced 
Now  the  lame 


-        ^   63,000 
140,000 

Bullocks,  i6,doo  head,  33,000  barrels;  41,000,  hogsj  30,000  barrels.  Butter, 
32,000  firkins  of  half  a  hundred  weight  each,  both  increafe  this  year,  the  whole 
being 

340,000  firkins  of  butter, 

1 3p,ooo  barrels  beef. 

Export  of  woollen  yam  from  Corke,  30o,ooc^  a  y«tr  in  the  Irirh  market.  No  wool 
fmuggled,  or  at  lead  very  little.  Hie  wool  comes  to  Corke,  &c.  and  is  delivered  out 
to  combers,  who  make  it  into  balls.  Thefe  balls  are  bought  up  by  the  French  agents 
at  a  vaft  price,  aiul  expwted ;  but  even  this  does  not  uaount  to  40,000!.  a  year.. 


Pncet. 

Beef,  3is.percwt.,iKverfo  h^h  by  2a.  M.;  Pork,  308., never  lugher  than  18s.  6d. 
owing  to  the  army  demand.  Slaughter  dung,  8d.  for  a  horfe  load.  Country  la*iourer, 
6d.,  about  town,  lod.  Milk,  feven  pints  a  penny.  Coals,  3s.  8d.  to  5s.  a  barrel,  fix 
of  which  jnake  a  ton.    Eggs,  four  a  penny. 

Corke  rabourers.  Cellar  ones,  twenty  thoufand  ;  have  is.  id.  a  day,  and  as  much 
bread,  beef,  and  beer  as  they  can  «ac  and  drink,  and  feven  pounds  of  o£ils  a  week 
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fi)r  Aor  families*  '  Rent  for  (heir  houfe,  40s.  Mafon  and  carpenters*  labourers  lod. 
a  day.  Sailors  now  3I.  a  month  and  provifions  :  before  rhe  American  war  38s.  Por- 
ters and  ec«l-heavers  paid  by  the  great.  State  of  the  pocJr  people  in  general  incompa- 
rably better  off  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  There  are  imported  eighteen  thou- 
&nd  barrels  annually  of  Scotch  herrings,  at  1 8s.  a  barrel,  l^e  fait  for  the  beef  trade 
comes  from  Lilbon,  St.  Ube's,  &c.  The  fait  for  the  fifh  trade  from  Rochelle  :  for 
butter  Elnglifh  and  Irjti. 

Particulars  of  the  woollen  (abricks  of  the  county  of  Cork  received  froma  manufac- 
turer. The  woollen  trade,  ferges  and  camblets,  ratteens,  frizes,  druggets,  and  narrow- 
cloths,  the  lad  they  maketo  los.and  t28.ayard;  if  they  might  export  to  8S.  theyare- 
Tery  clear  that  they  could  get  a  great  trade  for  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Corke ;  the 
wool  comes  from  Galway  and  Rofcommon,  combed  here  by  combers^ who  earn  8s.  to 
IDS.  a  week,  into  balls  of  twenty-four  ounces,  which  is  fpun  ihto-worfteds  of  twelve 
fltains  to  the  l»iU,  and  exported  to  Yarmouth  for  Norwich  ;  the  export  price,  30I.  a 
pack,  to  33I.  never  before  fo  high  ;  average  of  them  26I.  to  30I..  Some  they  work  up-- 
at  home  intp  ferges,  ftufis,  and  camblets  j  the  fei^es  at  lad.  a  yard,  thirty-four  inches 
wide  ;  the  ftu^  fixteen  inches,  at  1 8d.,  the  camblets  at  ^\d.  to  13d. ;  the  fpinners  at 
^d.  a  ball,  one  in  a  week ;  or  a  bait  and  half  1  ad.  a  week,  and  attend  the  family  be- 
fides ;  this  is  done  moft  in  Waterfbrd  and  Kerry,  particulariy  near  Killamey  j  the 
weavers  earn  is.  a  day  on  an  average.  Full  three-founhs  of  the  wool  is  exported  in 
yarn,  and  only  one-fourth  worth  worked  up.  Half  the  wool  of  Ireland  is  combed: 
m  the  county  of  Corke. 

A  very  prpat  inanufafture  of  ratteens  at  Carric-on-fure,  the  bay  worfted  is  for  ferges, . 
flialtoons,  &c.  Woollen  yarn  for  coarfe  cloths,  which  tatter  have  been  loll  for  Tome 
years,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  wool.  The  bay  export  has  declined  fince  1770, 
which  decleofton  is  owing  to  the  high  price  of  wool. 

No  wool  fmuggled,  not  even  from  Kerry,  not  a  Coop's  cargo^in  twenty  years,'  the 
price  too  high  ;  the  declenfion  has  been  confiderable.  For  every  eighty.fix  packs  that 
are  exported,  a  licence  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  which.aol.is  paid. 

From  the  aft  of  the  laft  feflions  of  Great  Britain  for  exporting  woollen  goods  for-  ' 
the  troops  in  the  pay  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Abraham  Lane,  of  Corke,  eftabliO^ed  a  new  ma-  - 
nufafture  of  army  cloathing  for  that  purpofe,  which  is  the  firft  at  Corke^  and  pays  40I. 
a  week  in  labour  only.  Upon  the  whole  there  has  been  no  increafe  of  woollen  manu- 
fefture  within  twenty  years.  Is  clearly  of  opinion  that  many  fabricks  might" be  worked 
i^  here  much  cheaper  than  in  France,  of  cloilis  that  the  French  have  beat  the  Engltjh 
out  of;  thefe  are,  particularly,  broad-cloths  of  one  yard  and  halfi-yard'wide,  from  3s. 
to  68.  6d.  a  yard  for  the  Levant  trade.  Frizes  which  are  now  Tupplied  from  Carcaf- 
fone  in  Languedoc.  Frizes,  of  iwenty-four  to  twenty-feven  inches,  at  lod.  to  13d.  a^ 
yard.  Flannels,  twenty-feven  to  thirty-fix,  from  7d.  to  i4d.  Serges  of  twenty-feven 
to  thirty.fix  inches,  at  7d.   to    i2d»ayard;  thefe  would  work  up  the  coarfe  wool.  ^ 

At  Ballynafloe  fair,  in  July,  2oo,oool.  a  year  bought  iii  wool.  There  is  a  manufaftory 
of  knit-ftocking  by  the  common  women  about  Cork,  for  eight  or  ten  miles  around  ; 
the  yam  from  1 3d.  to  i8d.  a  pair,  and  the  worded,  from  t6d.  to  2od.  and  earn  from.- 
1  od.  to  1 8d;  a  week.  Bsfides  their  own  confumpdon^  great  quantities  are  fent  to  the 
north  of  Ireland. 

All  the  weavers  in  the  country  are  confined  to  towns,  have  no  land,  but  fmall  gar- 
dens. Bandle  or  narrow  linen,  for  homeconfumpiion,  is  made  in  tlie  wefterh  part  of 
rtie  county.  Generally  fpeaking,  the  ctrcumftances  of  all  the  manufafluring  poor  are 
better  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago.    The  mauufaUures  have  not  declined,  ihough 
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the  exportattoB  haf^  owing  to  the  increafed  home  ctMifumptioBs.  Bandon  wasoncetbf 
the  feat  of  the  ftuff,  camblet,  and  (hag  manufaflure,  buthas  infeveo  years  declined  abore 
three-fourths.  Have  chtnged  it  for  the  manufaflure  of  coarfe  green  liqens,  ferthe 
London  market,  from  6(1.  to  gd.  a  yard,  twenly-feveo  inches  wide  ;  but  the  numbcrof 
inanufaQuresin  general  much  leflened. 

Rode  to  the  mouth  of  Cork  harboiir ;  the  grounds  about  it  are  all  fine,  bold,  and 

varied,  but  fo  bare  of  trees,  that  there  is  not  a  lingle  view  b>t  what  pains  one  in  tbe 

"  want  of  wood.      Rents  of  the  traft  fouih  of  the  river  Caragnljne,  from  5s.  to  305.  afe- 

rage,  10s.     Not  one  man  in  five  has  a  cow,  but  generally  from  one  to  four  acres,  upoo 

which  they  have  potatoes,  and  five  or  fix  iheep,  which  tbcy  milk,  and  fpia  their  vool. 

_  Labour  ^d,  in  winter,  6d.  in  fummer  ;  many  uf  them  for  three  months  in  the  year  live 

on  potatoes  and  water,  the  rell  of  it  they  have  a  good  deal  of  fiQi.     But  it  is  remarked, 

at  Kinfale,  that  when  fprats  are  moft  pkniiful,  difeafes  are  mod  common.     Rem  for  a 

'  mere  cabin  1  os.  Much  paring  and  burning  ;  paring  twenty-eight  men  a  day,  fow  wheat 

on  it  and  then  potatoes ;  get  great  crops.     The  foil  a  Iharp  ftoney  land ;   no  fiiw- 

Itone  fouth  of  the  above  river.     Manure  for  potatoes,  with  fea  weed  for  36s.,  whidi 

gives  good  crops,  but  lafts  only  one  year.     Sea  fand  much  ufed,  no  ihells  in  it.    Farms 

rife  to  two  or  three  hundred  acres,  but  are  hired  in  partnerfhip. 

Before  I  quit  the  environs  of  Cork,  I  muft  remark,  that  the  country  on  tbe  harbour, 
I  think  preferable,  in  many  refpe^  for  a  refidence,  to  any  thing  I  have  feen  in  Irelaod. 
Firft,  it  is  the  moll  foutherly  part  of  the  kingdom.  Second,  there  are  very  great  beau- 
ties  of  profpeft.  Third,  by  much'  the  moft  animated,  bufy  fcene  of  (hipping  in  all  Ire- 
land, and  confequently,  fourth,  a  ready  price  for  every  produd.  Fifth,  great  plenty  of 
excellent  fifh  and  wild  fowl.  Sixth,  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  city  for  objeSs  <rf 
convenience. 

September  25.  Took  the  road  to  Nedeen,  through  the  wildefl  region  of  mountains 
that  I  remember  to  have  feen  ;  it  is  a  dreary,  but  an  interefling  road.  The  various 
horrid,  grotefque,  and  unufual  forms  in  which  the  mc;:ntains  rife,  and  the  rocks  bulge; 
the  immenfe  height  of  fome  diftant  heads,  which  rear  above  all  the  nearer  fcenes,  tbe 
torrents  roaring  in  the  vales,  and  breaking  down  the  mountain  fides,  with  here  and  there 
a  wretched  cabin,  and  a  fpot  of  culture  yielding  furprife  to  find  human  beings  theinha- 
bitants  of  fuch  a  fcene  of  wildnefs,  altogether  keep  the  traveller's  mind  in  an  agitation 
and  fufpence.  Thefe  rocks  and  mountains  are  many  of  them  no  otherwife  improveable 
than  by  planting,  for  which,  however,  they  are  exceedingly  well  adapted. 

Sir  John  Colthurfl  was  fo  obfiging  as  ;o  fend  half  a  dozen  labourers  with  me,  to  help 
tny  chaife  up  a  mountain  fide,  of  which  he  gave  a  formidable  account :  in  truth  it  deferreil 
it.  The  road  leads  directly  againit  a  mountain  ridge,  and  ihofe  who  made  it  were  fo  incre- 
dibly ftupid,  that  they  kept  the  II rait  line  up  the  hill,  inllead  of  turning  afide  to  the  right, 
to  wind  around  a  proj<?£lion  of  it.  The  path  of  the  road  is  worn  by  torrents  into  a 
channel,  which  is  blocked  up  in  places  by  huge  fragments,  fo  that  it  would  be  a  honid 
road  on  a  level ;  but  on  a  hiti  fo  ileep,  that  the  befl:  path  would  be  dtfUcult  to  afcend.  il 
may  be  fuppofed  terrible:  the  labourers,  two  paffing  llrangers,  and  my  ftrvant,  could 
with  difficulty  get  the  chaife  up.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  direction  of  the 
road  is  not  changed,  as  all  the  reft  from  Cork  to  Nedeen  is  good  enough.  For  a  few 
miles  towards  the  latter  place  the  country  is  flat  on  the  river  Kenmare,  muchof  itgood, 
and  u;ider  grafs  or  corn.  Paffed  Mr.  Orpine's  at  Ardtilly,  and  another  of  the  fam^ 
name  at  Killowen. 

Needen  is  a  little  town,  very  well  fiiuated,  on  the  noble  river  Kenmare,  where  Shift 

of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  may  come  up :  there  are  but  three  or  four  good  hoofes. 

4  Lord 
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Lord  Shelbume,  to  whom  the  place  belongs,  has  built  one  for  his  agent.  There  is  a 
vale  of  good  land,  which  is  here  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to  a  mile  broad  ;  and  to  the 
north  and  fouth,  great  ridges  of  mountains  faid  to  be  full  of  mines. 

At  Nedeen,  Lord  Shelbume  had  taken  care  to  have  me  well  informed  by  his  people 
in  (hat  coumry,  which  belongs  for  the  greateft  part  to  himfelf,  he  has  above  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  Irifh  acres  in  Kerry  ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  barony  of  Glan- 
rought  belongs  to  him,  mod  of  Dunkcrron  andlvragh.  The  country  is  all  a  region  of 
mountains,  inclofed  by  a  vale  of  flat  land  on  the  river  ;  the  mountains  to  the  fouth  come 
to  the  water's  edge,  with  but  few  variations,  the  principal  of  whichis  Ardee,  a  farm  of 
Lord  Shelburne's :  to  the  north  of  the  river,  the  flat  land  is  one-half  to  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  broad.  The  mountains  to  the  foulh  reach  to  Bear-haven,  and  tbofe  to  the 
north  lo  Dingle-bay  ;  the  foil  is  extremely  various ;  to  the  fouth  of  the  river  all  are 
fand  ftones,  and  the  hills  loam,  ftone,  gravel,  and  bog.  To  the  north  there  is  a  flip  of 
lime-ftone  land,  from  Kilgarvon  to  Cabbina-cufh,  that  is  fix  miles  eafl:  of  Nedeen,  and 
three  to  the  weft,  but  is  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  the  reft  including  the 
mountains  all  fund  ftone.  As  to  its  rents,  it  is  very  difficult  to  tell  what  they  are  ;  for 
land  is  let  by  the  plough  land  and  gineve,  twelve  gineves  to  the  plough  hnd;  but  the 
latter  denomination  is-  not  of  any  particular  quantity.:  for  no  two  plough  lands  are  the 
fame.  The  fize  of  farms  is  varicrus,  from  forty  acres  to  one  thoufand,  lefs  quantities 
go  with  cabins,  and  fome  farms  are  taken  by  labourers  in  partnerfliip. 

Soon  entered  the  wildeft  and  moft  romantic  country  I  had  any  where  feen  ;  3  region 
of  fteep  rocks  and  mountains,  which  continued  for  nine  or  ten  miles,  till  I  came  in  view  - 
of  Mucrafs,  There  is  fomething  magnificently  wild  in  this  ftupendous  fcenery,  formed 
to  imprefs  the  mind  with  a  certain  fpecies  of  terror,  Alt  this  traSt  has  a  rude  and  favage 
air,  but  parts  of  it  are  flrikingty  interefting ;  the  mountains  are  bare  and  rocky,  and 
of  a  great  magnitude ;  the  vales  are  rocky  glens,  wbere  a  mountain- ftream  tumbles 
along  the  rougheft  bed  imaginable,  and  receives  many  torrents,  pouring  from  clefts^ 
half  tverhung  with  fhrubby  wood  ;  fome  of  thefe  ftreams  are  feen,  and  the  roar  of 
othere  heard,  but  hid  by  vaft  maffes  of  rock.  Immcnfe  fragments,  torn  from  the  pre- 
cipices by  llorms  and  torrents,  are  tumbled  in  the  wildeft  confufion,  and  feem  to  hang 
rather  than  reil  upon  projeSing  precipices.  Upon  fome  of  thefe  fragments  of  rock, 
perfeftly  detached  from  the  foil,  except  by  the  fide  on  which  they  lie,  are  beds  of  black 
turf,  with  luxuriant  crops  of  heath,  &c.  which  appeared  very  curious  to  me,  having  no 
where  feen  the  like  ;  and  I  obferved  very  high  in  the  mountains,  much  higher  than  any 
cultivation  is  at  prefent,  on  the  right  hand,  flat  and  cleared  fpaces  of  good  grafs  artion^ 
the  ridges  of  rock,  which  had  probably  been  cultivated,  and  proved  that  thefe  mountaina 
were  not  incapable  from  climate  of  being  applied  to  ufefut  purpofes. 

From  one  of  thefe  heights,  I  looked  forward  to  the  lake  of  Killarney  at  a  confiderable 
diflance,  and  backward  to  the  river  JCeninarei  came  in  view  of  afmall  part  of  the  up- 
fcer  lake,  fpotted  with  feveral  iflands,  and  furrounded  by  the  moft  tremendous  moun- 
tains that  can  be  imagined,  of  an  afpe£t  favage  and  dreadful.  From  this  fcene  of  wild 
magnificence,  I  broke  at  once  upon  alt  the  :y ;  from  an  elevated 

point  of  view  I  looked  down  on  a  confiderab  vhich  gave  me  a  fpeci- 

men  of  what  I  might  exped.      The  water  y  ii,  however,  is  only  a 

part  of  the  lake)  appears  a  bafon  of  two  or  t  o  the  left  it  is  inclofed 

by  the  mountains  you  have  paffed  particulai  ofe  outline  -is  uncom- 

monly noble,  and  joins  a  range  of  others,  t\  ignificent  fliore  in  the 

world  :  on  the  other  fide  is  a  rifmg  fcenery  of  cultivated  hills,  and  Lord  Ken;uares 
park  and  woods ;  the  end  of  the  lake  at  your  feet  i:*  formed  by  the  root  of  Mangerion, 
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on  whofe  nde  the  road  leads.  From  hence  I  looked  down  on  a  pretty  range  of  inclo> 
fures  on  the  lake,  and  the  woods  and  lawns  of  Mucrufs,  forming  a  large  promontory  of 
thick  wood,  fhooting  far  into  the  lake.  The  raoft  a£Uve  fancy  can  (ketch  nothing  in 
addition.  Iflands  of  wood  beyond  feem  to  join  it,  and  reaches  of  the  lake,  breaking 
partly  between,  give  the  moft  lively  intermixture  of  water :  fix  or  feven  ifles  and 
iflets  form  an  accompaniment,  fome  are  rocky,  but  with  a  flight  vegetation,  others  coa- 
tain  groups  of  trees,  and  the  whole  thrown  into  forms,  which  would  fumifli  new  ideas 
to  a  painter.  Farther  is  a  chain  of  wooded  iflands,  which  alfo  appear  to  join  the  main- 
land, with  an  offspring  of  leffer  ones  fcattered  around. 

Arrived  at  Mr.  Herbert's  at  Mucrufs,  to  whofe  friendly  attention  I  owed  my  fuc- 
feeding  pleafure.  There  have  been  fo  many  deferiptions  of  KiUamey  written  by  gen> 
tlemcn  who  have  refided  fome  time  there,  and  leen  it  at  every  fealbn,  that  for  a  pafltng 
traveller  to  attempt  the  like,  would  be  in  vain }  for  tins  reafon  I  Ihall  give  the  mere 
journal  of  the  remarks  I  made  on  the  fpot,  in  the  order  I  viewed  the  lake. 

September  27,  walked  into  Mr.  Herbert's  beautifut  grounds,  to  Oroch's  hill,  in  the 
lawn  that  he  has  cleared  from  that  profulion  of  (tones  which  lie  under  the  wail ;  the 
fcene  which  this  point  commands  is  truly  delicious;  the  houfe  is  on  the  edge  of  the 
lawn,  by  a  wood  which  covers  the  whole  peninfula,  fringes  the  flope  at  your  feet,  and 
forms  a  beautiful  ihore  to  the  lake.  Tomis  and  Glena  are  vad  mountainous  maffes  of 
incredible  magnificence,  'the  outline  foft  and  eafy  in  its  fwells,  whereas  thofe  above  the 
oagle's  neft  are  of  fo  broken  and  abrupt  an  outline,  that  nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
favage,  an  afpe^l  horrid  and  fublime,  that  gives  all  the  impre£Gons  to  be  wiOied  to 
adonifh  rather  than  pleafe  the  mind.  The  Turk  exhibits  noble  features,  and  Manger- 
ton's  huge  body  rticB  above  the  whole.  The  cultivated  trafts  towards  KiUamey,  form 
a  fliore  in  contraft  to  the  terrific  fcenes  I  have  juft  mentioned  ;  the  diftant  boundary  of 
the  lake,  a  va(t  ridge  of  diftant  blue  mountains  towards  Dingle.  From  hence  enterei 
the  garden,  and  viewed  Mucrufs  abbey,  one  of  tjie  moft  interefting  fcenes  I  ever  few  ; 
it  is  the  ruin  of^  confiderable  abbey,  built  in  Henry  the  Vlth  Vtime,  and  fo  entire,  that 
if  it  were  more  fo,  though  the  building  would  be  more  perfe£t,  the  ruin  would  be  iefs 
pleafing  ;  it  is  half  obfcured  in  the  (hade  of  fome  venerable  alh  trees ;  ivy  has  given  the 
pifturefque  circumftance,  which  that  plant  alone  can  confer,  while  the  broken  walls  apd 
ruined  turrets  throw  over  it 

The  laA  mournful  gracei  oF  decays 

he^ps  of  fculls  and  bones  fcattered  about,  with  nettles,  briars,  and  weeds  fproutiag  in 
tufts  from  the  loofe  ftones,  all  unite  to  raife  thofe  melancholy  impreftions,  which  are  the 
merit  of  fuch  fcenes,  and  which  can  fcarcely  any  where  be  felt  more  completely.  The 
cloifteFS  form  a  difinal  area,  in  the  center  of  which  grows  thtf  moft  prodigious  yew  tree 
I  ever  beheld,  in  one  great  ftem,  two  feet  diameter,  and  fourteen  feet  high,  from  whence 
a  vaft  head  of  branches  fpreads  on  every  fide,  fo  as  to  perform  a  perfeQ  canopy  to  the 
whole  (pace  i  1  todied  for  its  fit  inhabitant,  it  is  a  fpot  where  ' 

The  moping  owl  doth  to  the  moon  complain. 

This  ruin  is  m  the  true  ftile  in  which  all  fuch  buildings  fhould  appear  ;  there  is  not  an 
intruding  circumftance;,  the  hand  of  drefs  has  not  touched  it,  melancholy  is  the  impret 
-fion  which  fuch  fcenes  (hould  kindle,  and  it  is  here  ratfed  moft  powerfully. 

From  the  abbey  we  paffed  to  the  terrace,  a  natural  one  of  grafs,  on  ihe  very  Oiore  (^ 

•the  lake ;  it  is  irregular  and  winding  j  a  wall  of  rocks  bnAen  into  fantaftic  forms  by 

ihe  waves :  oh  the  other  fide  a  wood,  confining  of  all  Ibrts  of  plants,  which  the  climate 
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can  proteft,  and  through  which  a  variety  of  walks  are  traced.  The  view  from  thi$  terrace 
confiftsofniany  partsof  various  charaders,  but  in  their  difierent  (tiles  complete  ;  the  lake 
opens  a  fpreading  iheet  of  water,  fpotted  bf  rocks  and  iflands,  all  but  one  or  two  wooded,  - 
.  the  outlines  of  them  are  iharp  and  didind  i  nothing  can  be  more  fmiling  than  this 
fcene,  foft  and  mild,  a  perfeft  contrail  of  beauty  to  the  fublimity  of  the  mountains 
which  form  the  fhore :  ihefe  rife  in  an  outline,  fo  varied,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  mag- 
nificent, that  nothing  greater  can  be  imagined ;  Tomys  and  Glena  exhibit  an  immenfity 
in  point  of  magnitude,  but  from  a  large  hanging  wood  on  the  Hope,  and  from  the 
fmoothneis  of  the  general  furface,  it  has  nothing  favage,  whereas  the  mountains  above 
and  near  the  eagle's  ne(t  are  of  the  moH  broken  outlineE ;  the  declivities  are  -  bulging 
rocksi  of  immenfe  fize,  which  (eeia  to  impend  in  horrid  forms  over  the  lake,  and  where 
an  opening  among  them  is  caught,  others  of  the  fame  rude  charafter  rear  their  threat, 
ening  hea^.  From  different  parts  of  the  terrace  thele  fcenes  are  viewed  in  numberlefs 
varieties. 

Returned  to  breakfaft,  and  purfued  Mr.  Herbert's  new  road,  which  he  has  traced 
through  the  pentnfala  to  Dynis  ifland,  three  miles  in  length ;  and  it  is  carried  in  fo  judi- 
cious a  manner  through  a  great  variety  of  ground,  rocky  woods,  lawns,  &c.  that  nothing 
can  be  more  pleafmg  ^  it  pafles  through  a  remarkable  fcene  of  rocks,  which  are  covered 
with  woods  ;  from  thence  to  the  marble  quarry,  which  Mr.  Herbert  is  working  ;  and 
where  he  gains  variety  of  marbles,  green,  red,  white,  and  brown,  prettily  veined  ;  the 
quarry  is  a  ihore  of  rocks,  which  furround  a  bay  of  the  lake,  and  forms  a  fcene,  confifting 
of  but  few  parts,  but  thofe  flrongty  marited  ;  the  rocks  are  bold,  and  broken  into  flight 
caverns ;  they  are  fringed  with  fcattered  trees,  and  from  many  parts  of  them  wood 
flioots  in  that  romantic  manner,  fo  common  at  Killamey.  Full  in  front,  Turk  moun> 
tain  rifes  with  the  proudeii  outline,  in  that  abrupt  magnificence  which  fills  up  the  wh(4e 
jTpace  before  one,  and  clofes  the  fcene. 

The  road  leads  by  a  place  where  copper-mines  were  worked ;  many  jbafts  appear  ^ 
as  much  ore  was  raifed  as  fold  for  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  but  the  works  were  laid 
afide,  more  from  ignorance  in  the  workmen,  than  any  defeats  in  the  mine. 

Came  to  the  opening  on  the  great  lake,  which  appears  to  advantage  here,  the  town 
of  Killamey  on  the  north-eail  fhore.  Look  full  on  the  mountain  Gl^,  which  rifes  in 
very  bold  mamier,  the  hanging  woods  fpread  half  way,  and  are  of  great  extent,  and  un- 
commonly beautiful.  Two  very  pleafing  fcenes  fucceed,  that  to  the  left  is  a  fmall  bajr» 
hemmed  m  by  a  neck  of  land  in  front ;  the  immediate  fhore  rocks,  which  are  in  a  pic> 
turefque  (lile,  and  crowned  entirely  with  arbutus,  and  other  wood;  a  pretty  retired 
ffene,  where  a  variety  of  objeds  give  no  fatigue  to  the  eye.  The  other  is  an  admirable 
mixture  of  the  beaudftil  and  fublime :  a  bare  rock,  of  an  almoft  regular  figure,  projeds 
from  a  headland  into  the  take,  which,  with  much  wood  and  highland,(form6  cue  fide  of 
the  fcene,  the  other  is  wood  from  a  rifmg  ground  only;  the  lake  open  between,  in  a 
{beet  of  no  great  extent,  but  in  front  is  the  hanging  wood  of  Gleni,  which  appears  in 
iuU  glory. 

Mr,  Hert>ert  has  built  a  handfome  Gothic  bridge,  to  unite  the  peninTub  to  the  idand 
of  Brickeen,  through  the  arch  of  which  the  waters  of  the  north  and  fouth  laki  flow.  It 
is  a  fpan  of  twenty- leven  feet,  and  feventeen  high,  and  over  it  the  road  leads  to  that  ifland. 
From  thence  to  Brickeen  nearly  finifhed,  and  it  is  to  bethrown  acrois  a  bottom  into 
Dynifs. 

Returned  by  the  northern  path  through  a  thick  wood  for  fome  dillance,  and  caught 
a  very  agreeable  view  of  Afh  Ifland>  feen  through  an  openmg,  inclofed  on  both  fides 
vith  wood.    Forfued  the  way  from  thefe  grounds  to  Keelbeg,  and  viewed  ttie  bay  of 
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the  Devil'sffland,  which  is  a  beautiful  one,  indofed  by  a  Ihore,  tothe  rightof  very  aoblc 
rocks  in  ledges  and  other  forms,  crowned  in  a  ftriking  manner  with  wood  j  a  little 
rocky  iflet  rifps  in  front ;  to  the  left  the  water  opetis,  and  'I'urk,  mountiia  rifes  with  that 
proud  fuperionty  which  attends  him  in  all  ihefe  fcencs. 

The  view  of  the  promontory  of  Diiidog,  near  this  place,  clofes  this  part  of  the  lake, 
and  is  indeed  Angularly  beautiful.  It  is  a  large  rock,  which  Ihoots  far  into  the  water, 
of  a  height  fufficient  to  be  interelling,  in  full  relief,  fringed  with  a  fcanty  vegetation  j  the 
fiiore  on  which  you  ftand  bending  to  the  right,  as  if  to  meet  that  rock,  prefents  a  circu- 
lar fhade  of  dark  wood  :  Turk  flill  the  bade  ground,  in  a  charader  of  great  fubUmity, 
and  Mangerton's  loftier  fummit,  but  le&  intereiling  outline,  a  part  of  the  fccoery. 
Thefe  views,  with  others  of  lefs  moment,  are  conneded  by  a  fucceOion  of  lawns  break- 
ing among  the  wood,  pteafing  the  eye  with  lively  verdure,  and  relieving  it  from  the  &■ 
tigue  of  the  ftupeodous  mountain  fcenes. 

September  28.  1 00k  boat  on  the  lake,  from  the  promontory  of  Dindog  before-men- 
tioned.  I  had  been.under  a  million  bf  ^apprebenfions  that  I  fliouldfeeno  more  of  Kil- 
lamey  ;  for  it  blew  a  furious  ftorrn  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  the  bofom  of  the  Jake 
heaved  with  agitation,  exhibiting  few  marks  but  ihofe  of  anger.  After  breakikft  it 
cleared  up,  the  clouds  difperfed  by  degrees,  the  waves  fubfided,  the  fun  ibone  out  in  aU 
its  fplendor ;  every  fcene  was  gay,  and  no  ideas  but  pleafure  po0efied  the  breaft.  Wittt 
thefe  emotions  {allied  forth,  nor  did  they  difappoint  us. 

Rowed  under  the  rocky  fhore  of  Dindog,  which  is  romantic  to  a  gr»t  d^^ree.  llie 
bafe,  by  the  beating  of  the  waves,  is  worn  into  caverns,  fo  that  the  heads  of  the  rocks 
projeft  confiderably  beyond  the  bafe,  and  hang  over  in  a  maijner  which  makes  every 
part  of  it  intereding.  Following  the  coaft,  open  marble  quarry  bay,  the  fliore  great 
fragments  of  rock  tumbled  about  in  the  wildeil  maimer. 

The  illand  of  rocks  againft  the  copper-mine  fhore,  a  remarkable  group.  The  fliore 
near  Cafemitan  is  of  a  different  nature  ;  it  is  wood  in  fome  places,  in  unbroken  maSes 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  in  others  divided  from  it  by  iinaller  trads  of  rock.  Cotne 
to  a  beautiful  land-locked  bay,  furrounded  by  a  woody  (hore,  w^uch,  opening  in  places, 
fiiews  other  woods  more  retired.  Tomys  is  here  viewed  in  a  unity  of  form,  wtricb 
gives  it  an  air  of  great  magaificence.  Turk  was  obfcured  by  the  fun  fliining  immedi* 
ately  above  bhn,  and  cafling  a  Hream  of  burning  light  on  the  water,  difplayedan  effe^ 
to  defcribe  which,  the  pencil  of  a  Claude  alone  would  be  equaL  Turn  out*of  the  bay, 
and  gain  a  full  view  of  the  Eaglu's  Nell,  the  moimtains  above  it,  and  Glend,  they  form 
a  perfe£l  contrafVj  the  firft  are  rugged,  but  Gleoa  mild.  Here  the  Ihore  is  a  contiDaed 
wood. 

Pafs the  bridge,  and  crofs  to  Dynifs,  an  ifland  Mr.  Herbert  has  improved  inthemeft 
agreeable  manner,  by  cutting  walks  through  it,  that  command  a  variety  of  views.  Oneof 
thefe  paths  on  the  banks  of  the  channel  to  the  upper  lake,  is  fketched  with  great  tafte; 
jt  is  on  one  fide  walled  with  natural  rocks,  from  the  clefts  ofwhich  fibootathoufand  fine 
arbutus's,  that  hang  in  a  rich  foliage  of  flowers  and  fcarlet  berries ;  a  turf  bench  in  a 
delicious  fpot ;  the  fcene  clofe  and  fequeflered,  jufl  enough  to  give  every  plealing  idea 
annexed  to  retirement. 

PaOing  the  bridge,  by  a  rapid  flream,  came  prefently  to  the  Eagle's  NeA:  having 
viewed  this  rock  from  places  where  it  appears  only  a  part  of- an  obje£t  much  greaiej 
than  i:felf,  I  had  conceived  an  idea  thai  it  did  not  deferve  the  applaufe  given  it,  but  upon 
coming  near,  I  was  mucb  furprized  ;  the  approach  is  wondenuUy  fine,  the  river  leads 
diredly  to  its  foot,  and  does  not  give  the  turn  till  immediately  under,  by  which  means 
the  view  is  much  more  grand  thaa  it  could  otherwiiJE  be  j  it  is  nearly.perpenUicular, 
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bhd  rifes  in  fach  full  majelly,  with  fo  bold  an  outline,  and  fuch  projeEling  maifes  in  its 
centra,  that  the  magnificence  of  the  objeft  is  complete.  The  lower  part  is  covered 
with  wood,  and  fcattered  trees  climb  almoft  to  the  top,  which  (if  trees  can  be  amifs  in 
Ireland)  rather  weaken  the  impreflion  raifed  by  this  noble  rock ;  this' part  is  a  hanging 
wood,  or  an  objed  whofe  charafter  is  perfed  beauty ;  but  the  upper  fcene,  the  broken 
outline,  rugged  fides,  and  bulging  malTes,  all  are  fublime,  and  fo  powerful,  that  fubli- 
mity  is  the  general  impreflion  of  the  whole,  by  overpowering  the  idea  of  beauty  raifed 
.  -by  the  wood.  This  immenfe  height  of  the  mountains  of  Killarney  may  be  eftimated  by 
this  rock;  fi'om  any  diftant  place  that  commands  it,  it  appears  the  lowed  crag  of  a  vafl: 
chain,  and  of  no  account ;  but  on  a  clofe  approach  it  Is  found  to  command  a  very  dif- 
ferent  refpeft. 

Pafs  between  the  mountains  called  the  Great  Range,  towards  the  upper  lake.  Here  , 
Turk,  which  has  fo  long  appeared  with  a  figure  perfeftly  interefttng,  is  become,  from 
a  different  pofition,  un  uameaning  lump.  The  reft  of  the  mountains,  as  you  pafs,  af- 
fume  a  varied  appearance,  and  are  of  a  prodigious  magnitude.  The  fcenery  in  thLs 
channel  is  great  and  wild  in  all  its  features ;  wood  is  very  fcarce ;  vaft  rocks  feeni 
toffed  in  confution  through  the  narrow  vale,  which  is  opened  among  the  mountains  for 
the  river  to  pafs.  Its  banks  are  rocks  in  an  hundred  forms  ;  the  mountain  fides  are 
every  where  fcattered  with  them.  There  is  not  a  circumftance  but  is  in  unifon  with  the 
wild  grandeur  of  the  fcene.  » 

Coleman's  Eye,  a  narrow  pafs,  opens  a  different  fcenery.  Came  to  a  region  in  which 
the  beautiful  and  the  great  are  mixed  without  offence,  'i'he  iflands  are  moft  of  them 
thickly  wooded  ;  Oak  ifle  in  particular  rifes  on  a  pretty  bafe,  and  is  a  moft  beautiful 
objeft  :  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy's  reeks,  with  their  broken  points;  Baum,  with  his  perfeii 
cone  ;  the  Purple  mountain,  with  hie  broad  and  more  regular  head  ;  and  Turk,  having 
affumed  afiew  and  more  interefting  afpefl,  unite  *ith  the  oppofite  hills,  part  of  which 
have  fome  wood  left  on  them,  to  rorni  a  fcene  uncommonly  jtriking.  Hereyou  look 
back  on  a  very  peculiar  fpot }  it  is  a  parcel  of  rocks  which  crofs  the  lake,  and  form  a 
gap  that  opens  to  diftaat  water,  the  whole  backed  by  Turk,  in  a  ftile  of  the  higheft 
gnmdeur. 

Come  to  Derry  Currily,  which  is  a  great  fweep  of  mountain,  covered  partly  with 
wood,  hanging  in  a  very  noble  manner,  but  part  cut  down,  much  of  it  mangled,  and 
the  reft  inhabited  by  coopers,  boat-builders,  carpenters,  and  tamers,  a  facrilegious  tribe, 
who  have  turned  the  Dryades  from  their  ancient  faabitarions.  The  cafcade  hei-e  is  a 
fine  one  ;  but  paffcd  quickly  from  hence  to  fcenes  unmixed  with  pain. 

Row  to  the  clufter  of  the  Seven  Iflands,  a  little  archipelago  ;  they  rife  very  boldly 
from  the  water  upon  rocky  bafes,  and  are  crowned  in  the  moft  beautiful  manner  with 
wood,  among  which  are  a  number  of  arbutus's ;  the  channels  among  them  opening  to 
new  fcenes,  and  the  great  amphitheatre  of  rock  and  mountain  that  furround  them,  unite 
to  form  a  noble  view. 

Into  the  river,  at  the  very  end  of  the  lake,  which  winds  towards  Mac  Giily  Cuddy's 
Reeks  in  fanciful  meanders. 

Returned  by  a  courfe  fomewhat  different,  through  the  Seven  Iflands,  and  back  to  the 
Eagle's  Neft,  viewing  the  fcenes  already  mentioned  in  new  pofitions.  At  that  ifoble 
rock  fired  three  cannon  for  the  echo,  which  indeed  is  prodigious ;  ■  the  report  does  not 
confift  of  direft  reverberations  from  one  rock  to  another  with  a  paufe  between,  but  has 
an  exaft  refemblance  to  a  peal  of  thunder  rattling  behind  the  rock,  as  if  travelling  the 
whole  fcenery  we  had  viewed  and  loft  in  the  immenfity  of  Mac  Giliy  Cuddy's  Reeks. 

5  p  2  Returning 
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Returning  through  the  bridge,  turn  to  the  left  round  Dynifs  Sfland,  under  the  wood* 
ofGlena;  open  oa  the  cuhivated  country  beyond  the  town  of  Killarney,  and  come 
gradually  in  fight  of  Innisfcllen  and  Rofs  Ifland. 

Pafe  near  to  the  .wood  of  Glena,  which  here  takes  the  appearance  of  one  immenfe 
fweep  hanging  in  the  mod  beautiful  manner  imaginable,  on  the  fide  of  a  vaft  mountain 
to  a  point,  ihooting  into  the  great  lake.  A  more  glorious  fcene  is  not  to  be  imagined. 
It  is  one  deep  m^s  of  wood,  compofed  of  the  richeft  fhades  perfe&Iy  dip[Hng  in  the 
water,  without  rock  or  ftrand  appearing,  not  a  break  in  the  whole.  The  eye  paffing 
upon  the  fiieet  of  liquid  filverfome  diltance,  to  meet  fo  entire  a  fweep  of  every  tint  that 
can  compofe  one  valt  mafs  of  green,  hanging  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  6U  not  only  the 
eye  but  the  imagination,  unites  in  the  whole  to  form  the  molt  noble  fcene  that  is  anj 
where  to  be  beheld. 

Turn  under  the  north  (hore  of  Mucrufs ;  the  lake  here  is  one  great  expanfe  of  wa- 
ter, bounded  by  the  woods  defcribed,  the  iflands  of  Innisfatlen,  Rofs,&c.  and  the  penin- 
fula.  The  fbore  of  Mucrufs  has  a  great  variety ;  it  is  in  fome  places  rocky,  huge  mafles 
tumbled  from  their  bafe  lie  beneath,  as  in  a  chaos  of  ruin.  Great  caverns  worn  under 
them  in  a  variety  of  flrange  forms ;  or  elfe  covered  with  woods  of  a  variety  of  fhades. 
Meet  the  point  of  Ardnaglug^en  (in  Englifh  where  the  water  daibes  on  the  rocks)an(l 
come  under  Omefcope,  a  rocky  headland  of  a  moft  bold  projedion  bangin?  many  yards 
over  its  bafe,  with  an  old  weather-beaten  yew  growing  from  a  little  bracKet  of  zock^ 
from  which  the  fpot  is  called  Omefcope,  or  yew  broom. 

Mocrus  gardens  prefently  open  among  the  woods,  and  relieve  the  eye,  almod  fa- 
tigued with  the  immenfe  obje£ts  upon  which  it  has  fo  long  gazed ;  thefe  fofter  fceaesof 
hwn  gently  fwelling  among  the  fhrubsand  trees,  finifhed  the  fecond  day. 

September  29,  rode  after  breakfad  to  Mangerton  Cafcade  and  Drumaronik  Hil)> 
from  which  the  view  of  Mucrufs  is  uncommonly  pleating.  • 

Pafa  the  other  hill,  the  view  of  which  1  defcribed  the  27th,  and  went  to  Cc^oel 
Hjifly's  monument,  firom  whence  the  fcene  is  different  from  the  reft ;  the  fore  ground 
is  a  gentle  hill,  interfe&ed  by  hedges,  forming  feveral  fmaU  lawns.  There  are  f(»ne 
fcattered  trees  and  houfes,  with  Mucrufs  abbey  half  obfcured  by  wood,  the  whole 
chearful  and  backed  by  Turk.  The  lake  is  of  a  triangular  form,  Rofs  ifland  and  Inius- 
fallen  its  limits,  the  woods  of  Mucrufs  and  the  iflands  take  a  new  pofition. 

Returning,  took  a  boat  agun  towards  Rofs  ifle,  and  as  Mucrufs  retires  from  us, 
Bothingcan  be  more  beautiful  than  the  fpore  of  lawn  in  the  terrace  opening  in  the  wood; 
above  it  the  green  hills  with  clumps,  and  the  whole  finifhing  in  the  noble  group  of  wood- 
about  the  abbey,  which  here  appears  a  deep  Oiade,  and  fo  6ne  a  finifhing  one,  that  not 
a  tree  fhould  be  touched.  Rowed  to  the  eaft  point  of  Rofs,  which  is  well  wooded, 
turn  to  the  fouth  coaft.  Doubling  the  point,  the  moft  beautiful  fhore  of  that  ifland 
appears;  it  is  the  well-wooded  oivironsofatay,  except  afmall  opening  to  the  caftle; 
the  woods  are  in  deep  fhades,  and  rife  on  the  regular  flopes  of  a.  high  range  of  n>cky 
coafl.  The  part  in  front  of  Filekilly  point  rifes  in  the  middle,  and  finks  towards  each 
end.  The  woods  of  Tomys  here  appear  uncommonly  Bne.  Open  Inoisfatleo,  which 
is  compofed  at  this  diflance  of  the  moft  various  fhades,  within  a  broken  outline,  entirely 
different  from  the  other  iflands,  groups  of  differait  mafies  rifmg  in  irregular  tufts,  and 
joined  by  lower  trees.  Ko  pencil  could  mix  a  happier  afTemblage.  Land  near  a  aiife> 
rable  room,  where  travellers  dine — Of  the  ifle  of  lnnisfallen,it  is  paying  no  great  com- 
pliment to  £ty,  it  is  the  moft  beautiful  in  the  King's  dominions,  and  perhaps  m  Europe.. 
It  contains  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  basever^  variety  that  the  range  of  beauty,  un- 
mixed 
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mixed  witTi  the  fublime,  can  give.  The  general  feature  is  that  of  wooJ  ;  the  furface 
undulates  into  fwelling  hills,  and  finks  into  little  vales  ;  the  Hopes  are  in  every  direfkion, 
the  declmries  die  gently  away,  forming  thofe  flight  inequalities  which  are  the  greateft 
beauty  of  dreffed  grounds.  The  little  vallies  Itt  in  vi:;ws  of  the  furrounding  lake  be- 
tween the  hills,  while  the  fwells  break  the  regular  outline  of  the  water,  and  give  lo  the 
whole  an  agreeable  confufioo.  The  wood  has  all  the  variety  into  which  nature  has 
thrown  the  fuiface ;  in  fome  parts  it  is  fo  thick  as  to  appear  impenetrable,  and  fecludea 
all  farther  view ;  in  othera,  it  breaks  into  tufts  of  tall  timber,  under  which  cattle  feed. 
Here  they. open,  as  if  to  offer  to  the  fpeflator  the  view  of  the  naked  lawn  ;  in  others 
clofe,  as  if  purpofely  to  forbid  a  more  prying  examination.  Trees  of  large  fize,  and 
commanding  figure,  form  in  fome  places  natural  arches;  the  ivy  mixing  with  the 
branches,  and  hanging  acrofs  in  felloons  of  foliage,  while  on  one  fide  the  lake  glitters 
among  the  trees,  and  on  the  other  a  thick  gloom  dwells  in  the  receffes  of  the  wood- 
The  figure  of  the  ifland  renders  one  part  a  beautiful  objeft  to  another;  for  the  coaft 
being  broken  and  indented,  forms  bays  furrounded  either  with  rock  or  wood  :  flight' 
promontories  flioot  into  the  lake,  whofe  rocky  edges  are  crowned  with  wood.  Thefff 
are  the  great  features  of  Innisfallen ;  the  flighter  touches  are  full  of  beauties  eafily  ima- 
gined by  the  reader.  Every  circumftance  of  the  wood,  the  water,  the  rocks,  and  lawn, 
are  charaftfriftic,  and  have'  a  beauty  in  the  aflemblage  from  mere  difpofition.  I  muft 
however. obfcrve,  that  this  delicious  retreat  is  not  kept  as  one  could  wjfli. 

■  Scenes  that  are  great  and  commanding,  from  magnitude  or  wildnefs,  fliouM  never  be 
dreffed  ;  the  rugged,  and  even  the  horrible,  may  add  to  the  effed  upon  the  mind  :  but 
in  fuch  as  Innisfallen,  a  dpgree  of  drefs,  that  is,  cleanllnefs,  is  even  neceflar)'  to  beauty. 
1  have  fpoken  of  lawn,  but  I  ihould  oblerve,  that  exprefllon  indicates  what  it  ought  to 
be,  rather  than  what  it  is.  It  is  very  rich  grafs,  poached  by  oxen  and  cows,  the  only 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  ■  No-  fpeftator  of  tade  but  will  regret  the  open  grounds  not 
bong  drained  with  hollow  cuts ;  the  ruggednefs  of  the  furface  levelled,  and  the  grafs 
kept  clofe  Jhaven  by  many  flieep  inftead  of  beads.  The  bu(hes  and  briars,  where  they 
have  encroached  on  what  ought  to  be  lawn,  cleared  away ;  fome  parts  of  the  ifle  more 
opened  -,  in  a  word,  no  ornaments  given,  for  the  fcene  wants  them  not,  but  obftruflioris 
cleared,  ruggednefe  fmoothed,  and  the  whole  cleaned.  This  is  what  ought  to  be  done  ; 
as  to  what  might  be  made  of  the  ifland,  if  its  noble  proprietor  (Lord  Kenmare)  <iad  an 
inclination,  it  admits  of  being  converted  into  a  terreftrial  paradife,  lawning  with  the  in- 
termixture of  other  fhrubs  and  wood,  and  a  little  drefs,  would  make  it  an  example  of 
what  ornamented  grounds  might  be,  but  which  not  one  in  a  thoufand  is^  Take  the 
ifiand,  however,  as  it  is,  with  its  few  imperfections,  and  where  are  we  to  find  fuch 
another  i  What  a  delicious  retreat !  an  emperor  could  not  beflow  fuch  an  one  as  Innis- 
^Ilen ;  with  a  cottage,  a  few  cows,  and  a  Iwarin  of  poultry,  is  it  poflible  that  heppinels 
fliould  refufe  to  be  a  gueft  here  ? 

Row  to  Rofs  Caftle,  in  order  to  coaft  that  ifland  ;  there  is  nothing  pecuh'arly  flriking 
in  it ;  return  the  fame  way  around  Innisfallen  :  in  this  little  voyage  the  fliore  of  Rofs  is 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  t>f  the  wooded  ones  in  the  lake  ;  it  feems  to  unite  with  Innis- 
fellen,  and  projefts  into  the  water  in  thick  woods  one  beyond  another.  In  the  middle 
©f  the  channel  a  large  rock,  and  from  the  other  fliore  &  little  promontory  of  a.  few  feat* 
tered  trees  }  the  whole  fcene  pleafing. 

Theflioreoflnnirfallenhasmuchvariety,  but  in  general  it  is  woody,  and  of  the  beau^ 
tiful  charafter  which  predominates  in  that  ifland  ;  one  bay,  at  taking  leave  of  it,  is  ex- 
ceediniily  pretty,  it  is  a  femicircular  one,  and  in  the  centre  there  is  a  proje£tbg  knoleof 
wood  wittun  a  bay }  this  is  uncommon,  and  has  an  agreeable  eSeQ,. 
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The  near  approacli  to  Tomys  exhibits  a  fweep  of  wood,  fo  great  in  extent,  and  fo 
rich  in  foliage,  that  no  ■perfoa  can  fee  without  admiring  It.  The  mountainous  part 
above  is  foon  excluded  by  the  approach ;  wood  atone  is  feen,  and  that  in  fuch  a  noble 
ranire,  as  to  be  greatly  {Iriking ;  it  jull  hollows  into  a  bay,  and  in  the  centre  of  it  is  a 
chafin  in  the  wood;  this  is  a  bed  of  a  confiderable  Oream,  which  forms  0*Sulliv3b's 
cafcade,  to  which  all  grangers  are  conduced,  as  one  of  the  principal  beauties  of  Killar- 
ney.  Landed  to  the  right  of  it,  and  walked  under  the  thick  (hade  of  the  wood,  over  a 
rocky  declivity,  clofe  to  the  torrent  dream,  which  breaks  impetuoufly  from  rock  to  rock, 
with  a  roar  that  kindles  expeftation.  The  pifture  in  your  fjincy  will  not  exceed  the 
reality ;  a  great  dream  burfts  from  the  deep  bofom  of  a  wooded  glen,  hollowed  into  a 
retired  recefs  of  rocks  and  trees,  itfelf  a  moft  pieafing  and  romantic  fpot,  were  there 
not  a  drop  of  water:  the  firft  fall  is  many  feet  perpendicularly  over  a  rock,  to  the  eye 
it  immediately  makes  another,  the  bafon  into  which  it  pours  being  concealed ;  from 
this  bafon  it  forces  itfelf  impetuoufly  between  two  rocks  :  this  fecond  fall  is  alfo  of  a 
coniiderable  height ;  but  the  lower  one,  the  third,  is  the  molf  conliderable,  it  ilTues  in 
the  fame  manner  from  a  bafon  hid  from  the  point  of  view.  Thefe  bafons  being  large, 
there  appears  a  fpace  of  feveral  yards  between  each  fall,  which  adds  much  to  the  pidu- 
refque  fcenery  ;  the  whole  is  within  an  arch  of  wood,  that  hangs  over  it ;  the  quantity 
of  water  is  fo  confiderable  as  to  make  an  almofl  deafening  noife>  and  uniting  with  the 
torrent  below,  where  the  fragments  of  rock  are  large  and  numerous,  throw  an  air  of 
prandeur  over  the  whole.  It  is  about  feventy  feet  high.  Coaft  from  hence  the  woody 
fliores  of  Tomys  and  Glena,  they  are  upon  the  whole  much  the  raoft  beautiful  ones  i 
have  any  where  feen  ;'  Glena  woods  having  more  oak,  and  fome  arbutus's,  are  the 
finer  and  deeper  (hades  }  Tomys  has  3  great  quantity  of  birch,  whofe  foliage  is  not  fo 
luxuriant.  The  reader  may  figure  to  himfelf  what  thefe  woods  are,  when  he  is  in- 
formed that  they  fill  an  unbroken  extent  of  fix  miles  in  length,  and  from  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  all  hanging  on  the  fides  of  two  vafl:  mountains,  and  coming 
down  with  a  full  robe  of  rich  luxuriance  to  the  very  water's  edge.  The  acclivity  of 
thefe  hills  is  fuch,  that  every  tree  appears  full  to  the  eye.  The  variety  of  the  ground 
is  great ;  in  fome  places  great  fwells  in  the  mountain  fide,  with  correfjwiiding  hollows, 
prefent  concave  and  convex  maffes  ;  in  others,  confiderable  ridges  of  land  and  rock 
rife  from  the  fweep,  and  offer  to  the  afloni(hed  eye  yet  other  varieties  of  (hade.  Smaller 
mountains  rife  regularly  from  theimmenfe  bofom  of  the  larger,  and  hold  forth  thdr 
fyivan  heads,  backed  by  yet  higher  woods.  To  give  all  the  varieties  of  this  immenfe 
fcenery  of  foreft  is  impoffible.  Above  the  whole  is  a  prodigious  mafs  of  mountain,  of 
a  gently  fwelltng  outline  and  foft  appearance,  varying  as  the  fui}  or  clouds  change  thdr 
pofition,  but  never  becoming  rugged  or  threatenmg  to  the  eye. 

The  variations  are  beft  feen  by  rowing  near  the  ihore,  when  every  flroke  of  the  oar 
gives  a  new  outline,  and  frefli  tints  to  pleafe  the  eye :  but  for  one  great  impreffion,  row 
about  two  miles  from  the  (hore  of  Glena  ;  at  that  difiance  the  inequalities  in  the  furbce 
are  no  longer  feen,  but  the  eye  is  filled  with  fo  immenfe  a  range  of  wood,'crowned 
with  a  mountain  in  perfeft  unifon  with  itfelf,  that  objeds,  whofe  charafler  is  that  ef 
beauty,  are  here,  from  their  magnitude,  truly  magnificent,  and  attended  with  a  mod 
forcible  expreflion. — Returned  to  Mucrufs. 

September  30.  This  morning  I  had  dedicated  to  the  afcent  of  Mangerton,  but  his 
head  was  fo  eolhrouded  in  clouds,  and  the  weather  fo  bad,  that  I  was  forced  to  give  up 
the  fcheme  :  Mr.  Herbert  has  meafured  him  with  very  accurate  inftruments,  of  which 
he  has  a  great  coltedion,  and  found  his  height  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  yards  above 
the  level  of  the  fea.    The  Devil's  Punch-bowl,  from  the  defcription  I  had  of  it,  mud 
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be  the  crater  of  an  exhaufted  volcano :  there  are  many  figns  of  them  about  KilUmey, 
particularly  vaft  rocks  on  the  fides  of  mountains,  in  ftreams,  as  if  they  had  rolled  from 
the  top  in  onedireSion.  Brown  Hone  rocks  ar«  alfo  fometimes  found  on  lime-quarries, 
tofled  thither  perhaps  in  fome  vaft  eruption. 

In  my  way  from  Killamey  to  Caftle  Ifland  rode  into  Lord  Kenmare's  park,  from 
whence  there  is  another  beautiful  vIpw  of  the  lake,  diflFerent  from  many  of  the  preced- 
ing ;  there  is  a  broad  margin  a(  cultivated  country  at  your  feet,  to  lead  the  eye  gra- 
dually in  the  lake,  which  exhibits  her  iQands  to  this  point  more  diftin£lly  than  to  any 
other,  and  the  back  grounds  of  the  mountains  of  Glena  and  Tomys  give  a  bold  relief. 

Upon  the  whole,  Killamey,  among  the  lakes  that  I  have  feen,  can  fcarcety  be  faid  to 
have  a  rival.  The  extent  of  water  m  Loch  Earne  is  much  greater,  the  iflands  more 
numerous,  and  fome  fcenes  near  Caftle  Caldwell  of  perhaps  as  great  magnificence.  The 
rocks  at  Kefuick  are  more  fublime,  and  other  lakes  may  have  circumftances  in  which: 
they  are  fuperior  ;  but  when  we  confider  the  prodigious  woods  of  Killarney  ;  the  im- . 
menfity  of  the  mountains  j  the  uncommon  beauty  of  the  promontory  of  Mucrufs,  ani 
theiile  of  Innisfailen  j  the  charafter  of  the  iflands;  the  Angular  cffcumftance  of  the 
arbutus;  and  the  uncommon  echoes,  it  will  appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  in  reality  fu- 
perior  to  all  comparifon. 

Before  I  quit  it  I  have  one  other  obfervation  to  make,  which  is  relative  to  the  want 
of  accommodations  and  extravagant  expence  of  ftrangers  refiding  at  Killarney.  I  fpeak 
it  not  at  all  feelingly,  thanks  to  Mr.  Herbert's  hofpitality,  but  from  the  accounts  piven 
me:  the  inns  are  miferable,  and  the  lodgings  little  better.  I  am  furprifed  fomebody 
with  a  good  capital  does  not  procure  a  large  welt-tiuilt  inn,  to  be  erefied  on  the  imflae- 
diate  more  of  the  lake,  in  an  agreeable  fituation,  at  a  diftance  from  the  town  ;  there 
are  very  few  places  where  fuch  an  one  would  anfwer  better,  there  ought  to  be  numerous 
and  good  apartments.  A  large  rendezvous-room  for  billiards,  cards,  dancing,  mufic, 
&c.  to  which  the  company  might  refort  when  they  chofe  it  j  an  ordinary  for  thofe  that 
liked  dining  in  public ;  boats  of  all  forts,  nets  for  fiOiing,  and  as  great  a  variety  of 
amufements  as  could  be  collected,  efpecially  within  doora ;  for  the  climate  being  very 
rainy,  travellers  wait  with  great  impatience  in  a  dirty  common  inn,  which  they  would 
not  do  if  they  were  tn  the  midft  of  fuch  accommodations  as  they  meet  with  at  an  Eng- 
tifii  Spa.  But  above  all,  the  prices  of  every  thing,  from  a  room  and  a  dinner  to  a  barge 
and  a  band  of  mufic,  tobe  reafonable,  and  hung  up  in  every  part  of  the  houfe:  the* 
refort  of  ftrangers  to  Killamey  would  then  be  much  increafed,  and  their  ftay  would  be 
greatly  prolonged  ;  they  would  not  view  it  poft-hade,  and  fly  away  the  firft  moment 
to  avoid  dirt  and  impofltion.  A  man  with  a  good  capital  and  fome  ingenuity  would,  I 
think,  make  a  fortune  by  fixing  here  upon  fuch  principles. 

The  ftate  of  the  poor  in  the  whole  county  of  Kerry  reprefented  as  exceedingly  mife- 
rable, and  owing  to  the  condiift  of  men  of  property,  who  are  apt  to- lay  the  blame  on 
what  they  call  land  pirates,  or  men  who  offer  the  highefl:  rent,  and  who,  in  order  to 
pay  this  rent,  mull  and  do  re-let  all  the  cabin  lands  at  an  extravagant  rife,  which  is 
affigning  over  all  the  cabins  to  be  devoured  by  one  farmer.  The  cottars  on  3  farm 
cannot  go  from  one  to  another,  in  order  to  find  a  good  mafter,  as  in  England-;  for  all 
the  country  is  in  the  fame  fyfiem,  and  no  redrefs  to  be  found  :  fu(;h  b«ng  the  cafe,  the 
farmers  are  enabled  to  charge  the  price  of  lahour  as  low  as  they  pleafe,  and  rate  the 
land  as  high  as  they  like.  This  is  an  evil  which  oppreffes  them  cruelly,  and  certainly 
has  its  origin  in  its  lanciiords  when  they  fet  their  farms,  fetting  all  the  cabins  with  them, 
inftead  of  keeping  them  tenants  to  themfelves.  The  (^preffion  is,  the  farmer  valuing 
the  labour  of  the  poor  itt  iburpence  or  fivepence  a  day,  and  paying  that  in  Und  rated 
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much  above  its  value :  owing  to  this  the  poor  ^re  deprefled ;  they  live  upon  potatoes 
and  four  milk,  and  the  poorefl  of  them  only  fait  and  water  to  them»  with  now  and  then 
a  hernng.  Their  milk  is  bought ;  for  very  few  keep  cows,  fcarce  any  pigs,  bat  a  few 
poultry.  Their  circumflances  are  incomparably  worfe  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago; 
for  they  had  all  cows,  but  then  they  wore  no  linen  :  all  now  have  a  little  nax.  To 
tbefe  evils  have  been  owing  emigrations,  which  have  been  coufiderable. 

To  the  welt  of  Tralee  are  the  Mahagree  iflands,  famous  for  their  com  produds; 
they  are  rock  and  fand,  ftocked  with  rabbits ;  near  them  a  fandy  trad,  twelve  miles 
long,  and  one  mile  broad,  tothenonh,  with  the  mountains  tothefouth,^unousibr  the 
bed  wheat  in  Kerry ;  alt  under  the  plough. 

Arriving  at  Ardiert,  Lord  Crolby,  whofe  politenels  I  have  every  reafon  to  remonber, 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  carry  me  by  one  of  the  fineft  ftrands  I  ever  rode  upon,  to  view 
the  mouth  of  the  Shannon  at  Ballengary,  the  fcite  of  an  old  fort :-  it  is  a  vaft  rock,  fe* 
parated  from  the  country  by  a  chafm  of  prodigious  depths  through  which  the  waves 
drive.  The  rocks  of  the  coaft  here  are  in  the  boldefl  itile,  and  hollowed  by  the  furious 
Atlantic  waves  into  caverns  in  which  they  roar.  It  was  a  dead  calm,  yet  the  fweil  was 
fo  heavy,  that  the  great  waves  rolled  in  and  broke  upon  the  rocks  with  fuch  violence 
as  to  raife-an  immenfe  foam,  and  give  one  an  idea  of  what  a  dorm  would  be,  but  fuicy 
rarely  fells  fbort  in  her  pi&ires.  The  view  of  the  Shannon  is  exceedingly  noble ;  it  is 
eight  miles  over,  the  mouth  formed  by  two  headlands  of  very  high  and  bold  clifts,  and 
the  reach  (^  the  river  in  view  very  extenfive :  it  is  an  inmienfe  fcenery :  perhaps  the 
Dobleft  mouth  of  a  river  in  Europe. 

Ardfert  is  very  near  the  fea,  fo  near  it  that  fingle  trees  or  rows  are  cut  in  pieces 
with  the  wind,  yet  about  Lord  Glendour's  houfe  there  are  extenfive  plantations  ez- 
ceedingly  fiouriining,  many  fine  afh  and  beech ;  about  a  beautiful  Cifterdan  abbey,  and 
a  filver  nr  of  forty-eight  years  growth,  of  an  immenfe  height  and  fize. 

O&ober  3,  left  Ardfert,  accompanying  Lord  Crofby  to  Liftowet  CaUed  in  the  way 
to  view  Lixnaw,  the  ancient  feat  of  tiie  Earls  of  Kerry,  but  dderted  for  ten  years  paft, 
and  now  prefents  fo  melancholy  3  fcene  of  defolation,  that  it  fbocked  me  to  fee  it. 
Every  thing  around  lies  in  ruin,  and  the  houfe  itfelf  is  g(»ng  hkoff  by  thievii^  depre- 
dations of  the  neightwurhood.  I  was  told  a  curious  anecdote  of  this  eftate,  which 
fhews  wonderfully  the  improvement  of  Ireland :  the  prefent  Earl  of  Kerry's  grand< 
fiuher,  Thomas,  agreed  to  leafe  the  whole  eltate  for  1500I.  a  year  to  a  Mr.  Coltis  for 
ever,  but  the  bargain  went  off  upon  a  difpute  whether  the  money  fhould  be  paid  at  Coric 
or  Dublin.  Thofe  very  lands  are  now  let  dX  ao,oooI.  a  year.  There  is  yet  a  gofxl  deil 
of  wood,  particularly  a  fine  aJh  grove,  planted  by  the  prefent  Earl  of  SbeU)urae's 
&ther. 

Proceeded  to  Woodford,  Robert  Fitzgerald's,  Efq.,  pafling  Liftowel  bridge,  the  vale 
leading  to  it  is  very  fine,  the  river  is  broad,  the  lands  high,  and  one  fide  a  very  extenfive 
iianging  wood,  opening  on  thofe  of  Woodford  in  a  ple^mg  Hile. 

Woodford  is  an  agreeable  fcene  ;  clofe  to  the  houfe  is  a  fine  winding  river  under  a 
bank  of  thick  wood,  with  the  view  of  an  old  caflie  hanging  over  it. 

In  1755,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  travelling  from  Conftantinople  to  Warlaw,  and  a  wag* 

gon  with  iiis  baggage  heavily  laden  overfet ;  the  country  people  hamefled  two  bufialoes 
y  the  hom^,  in  order  to  draw  it  over,  which  they  did  with  eafe.  In  fbme  very  inftruc. 
live  converEuion  I  bad  with  this  gentleman  on  the  fubje£t  of  his  travels,  this  circuin< 
glance  particularly  ftruck  me. 

Odober  4,  from  Woodford  to  Tarbat,  the  feat  of  Edward  Leflie,  Efq.,  throngh  a 

country  rather  dreary,  till  it  came  upon  Tarbat,  which  is  fo  mncb  the  ccmtrary  that  it 
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appearecl  to  the  higtieft  advantage  j  the  houre  is  on  the  edge  of  a  beaiitfrul  lawTi,  with 
a  thick  margin  of  fuligrown  wood,  hanging  on  a  deep  bank  to  the  Shannon,  fo  that 
the  river  is  feen  from  the  houfe  over  the  tops  of  this  wood,  which  being  of  a  broken  ir- 
regular outline  has  an  efleft  very  ftriking  and  uncommon  j  the  river  is  two  or  three 
miles  broad  here,  and  the  oppofite  coafl:  forms  a  promontory  which  has  from  Tarbat  ex- 
actly the  appearance  of  a  large  illand.  To  the  eaft,  the  river  fwells  into  a  triangular 
lake,  with  a  reach  opening  at  the  diRant  comer  of  it  to  Limerick  :  the  union  of  wood, 
water,  and  lawn  forms  upon  the  whole  a  very  fine  fcene ;  the.  river  is  ver3f  magnifi-- 
cent.     From  the  hill  on  the  coaft  above  the  ifland,  the  lawn  and  wood  appear  alfo  j 

to  great  advantage.  But  the  finest  point  of  view  b  from  the  higher  hill  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe,  which  looking  down  on  all  thefe  fcenes,  they  appear  as  a  beautiful 
ornament  to  the  Shannon,  which  fpreads  forth  its  proud  courfe  from  two  to  nine  miles 
wide,  furrounded  by  highlands ;  a  fcenery  truly  magnificent. 

The  ftate  of  the  poor  b  fomething  better  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  particularly 
their  cloathing,  cattle,  and  cabins.  They  live  upon  potatoes  and  milk  ;  all  have  cows, 
and  when  they  dry  them,  buy  others.  They  alfo  have  butter,  and  moft  of  them  keep 
pigs,  killing  them  for  their  own  ufe.  They  have  alfo  herrings.  They  are  in  general  in 
the  cottar  fyflem,  of  paying  for  labour  by  afligning  fome  land  to  each  cabin.  The 
country  is  greatly  more  populous  than  twenty  yeaH  ago,  and  is  now  increafmg  ;  and  if 
«ver  fo  mzxty  cabins  were  built  by  a  gradual  iocreafe,  tenants  would  be  found  for  them. 
A  cabin  and  five  acres  of  land  will  let  for  4I.  a  year.  The  induftrious  cottar,  with  two, 
thi'ee,  or  four  acres,  would  be  exceedingly  glad  to  have  his  time  to  himfelf,  and  have 
fuch  an  annual  addition  of  land  as  he  was.  able  to  manage,  paying  a  fair  rent  for  it ; 
jione  "would  decline  it  but  the  idle  and  worthlefs. 

Tythes  are  all  annually  valued  by  the  proctors,  and  charged  very  high.  There  an 
on  the  Shannon  about  one  hundred  boats  employed  in  bringing  tutt  to  limerick  from 
the  coaft  of  Kerry  and  Clare,  and  in  fifliing ;  the  former  carry  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
tons,  the  latter  from  five  to  ten,  and  are  navigated  each  by  two  men  and  a  boy. 

Oflober  5,  pafled  through  a  very  unentertaining  country  (except  for  a  few  miles  on 
the  bank  of  the  Shannon)  to  AltaviUa,  but  Mr.  Bateman  bang  from  home,'!  was  difap- 
pointed  in  getting  an  acount  of  the  palatines  fettled  in  his  neigbourhood.  Kept  the  road 
to  Adair^  where  Mrs.  Quin,  with  a  poUtenefs  equalled  only  by  her  underibuifUng,  pro- 
cured me  every  intelligence  I  wilhcd  for. 

Palatines  were  fettled  here  by  the  late  Lord  Southwell  about  feventy  years  ago. 

They  preferve  fome  of  their  German  cuftoms ;  fleep  between  two  beds.  They  ap« 
point  a  burgomafter,  to  whom  they  appeal  in  cafe  of  all  difputes  ;  and  they  yet  preferve 
4heir  language,  but  that  is  declining.  They  are  vffry  induftrious,  and  in  confequence 
are  much  happier  and  better  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged  than  the  Irilh  peafants.  We 
inull  not,  however,  conclude  from  hence  that  all  is  owing  to  this,  their  being  inde- 
{>endent  fermers,  and  having  leafes,  are  clrcumflances  which  will  create  indullry. 
Their  crops  are  much  better  than  thofe  of  their  neighbours.  There  are  three  villages 
xif  them,  about  feventy  families  in  all.  For  fome  time  after  they  fettled  they  fed  upon 
four  crout,  but  by  degrees  left  it  off,  and  took  to  potatoes ;  but  now  fubfift  upon  them 
and  butter  and  milk,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  oat  bread,  and  fome  of  wheat,  fome 
meat  and  fowls,  of  which  they  raife  many.  They  have  all  offices  to  their  houles,  that 
is,  ftables  and  cow-houfes,  and  a  lodge  for  their  ploughs,  &c.  They  keep  (heir  cows 
in  the  houfe  in  winter,  feeding  them  upon  hay  and  oat  lb|aw.  They  are  remarkable 
for  the  goodnefe  and  cleanlinefs  of  their  houfes.  The  women  are  very  induftrious, 
reap  the  corn,  plough  the  ground  B)metimes,  and  do  whatever  work  may  be  going  on% 
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they  alfo  fpin,  and  make  tlieir  children  do  the  fame.  Their  wheat  is  much  better  than 
any  in  the  country,  infomuch  that  they  get  a  better  price  than  any  boJy  elfe.  Their 
induftry  goes  fo  far,  that  jocular  reports  of  its  excefs  are  fpread  :  in  a  very  pinching 
'  feafoQ,  one  of  thenryoked  his  wife  againft  a  horfe,  and  went  in  that  manner  to  work, 
and  finilhed  a  journey  at  plough.  The  induftry  of  the  women  is  a  perfe^  con- 
trail to  the  Iri(h  ladies  in  the  cabins,  who  cannot  be  perfuaded,  on  any  confidera- 
tion,  even  to  make  hay }  it  not  being  the  cullom  of  the  country  j  yet  they  bind 
com,  and  do  other  works  more  laborious.  Mrs.  Quin,  who  is  ever  attentive  to 
introduce  whatever  can  contribute  to  their  welfare  and  happinefs,  ofTtred  many  pre- 
miums to  induce  them  to  make  hay,  of  hats,  cloaks,  (tockings,  &c.  &c.  but  alt 
would  not  do. 

Few  places  have  fo  much  wood  about  them  as  Adair :  Mr.  Quin  has  above  one  thou- 
fand  acres  in  his  hands,  in  which  a  large  proportion  is  under  wood.  The  deer  park  of 
four  hundred  acres  is  almoft  full  of  old  oak  and  very  fine  thorns,  of  a  great  lize ;  and 
9bout  the  boufe,  the  plantations  are  very  extenfive,  of  elm  and  other  wood,  but  that 
thrives  better  than  any  other  fort.  I  have  no  where  feen  finer  than  va(t  numbers  here. 
There  is  a  fine  river  runs  under  the  houfe,  and  within  view  are  no  lefs  than  three  ruins 
of  Francifcan  friaries,  two  of  them  remakably  beautiful,  and  one  has  moft  of  the  parts 
perfeft,  except  the  roof. 

Ip  Mr.  Quin's  houfe,  there  are  fome  very  good  piftures,  particularly  an  anunciation, 
by  Dominicino,  which  is  a  beautiful  piece.  It  was  brought  lately  from  Italy  by.  Mr.  Quin, 
junior.  The  colours  are  rich  and  mellow,  and  the  hairs  of  the  heads  inimitably  pleaf- 
ing }  the  group  of  angels  at  the  top,  to  the  left  of  the  piece,  are  very  natural.  It  is  a 
piece  of  great  merit.  The  companion  is  a  Magdalen  ;  the  expreflion  of  melancholy,  or 
rather  mifery,  remarkably  flrong.  There  is  a  gloom  in  the  whole  in  full  unifon  with  the 
fubjeft.  There  are,  befides  thele,  fome  others  inferior,  yet  of  merit,  and  two  very  good 
portraits  of  Lord  Dartry,  (Mrs.  Quin's  brother,)  and  of  Mr.  Quin,  junior,  by  Pompeio 
Battoni,  A  piece  in  an  uncommon  ftyle,  done  on  oak,  of  Either  and  Ahafuerus :  the 
colours  tawdry,  but  the  grouping  attitudes  and  effeft  pleafmg. 

Caftle  Oliver  is  sr  place  almoft  entirtly  of  Mr.  Oliver's  creation  ;  from  a  houfe,  fur- 
rounded  with  cabins  and  rubbifh,  he  has  fixed  it  in  a  fine  lawn,  furrounded  by  good 
wood.  The  park  he  has  very  much  improved  on  an  excellent  plan  ;  by  means  of  feven 
feet  hurdles  he  fences  off  part  of  it  that  wants  to  be  cleaned  or  improved,  thefe  he  culti- 
vates, and  leaves  for  grafs,  and  then  takes  another  fp'ot,  which  is  by  much  the  beft  way 
of  doing  it.  In  the  park  is  a  glen,  an  Englifti  mile  long,  winding  in  a  pleafmg  manner, 
with  much  wood  hanging  on  the  banks.  Mr.  Oliver  has  conduded  a  flream  through 
this  vale,  and  formed  many  little  water-falls  in  an  exceedingly  good  talte,  chiefly  over- 
hung with  wood,  but  in  fome  places  open  with  feveral  hltle  rills,  trickling  over  ftones 
down  the  flopes.  A  path  winds  through  a  large  wood  and  along  the  brow  of  the 
glen ;  this  path  leads  to  an  hermitage,  a  cave  of  rock,  in  a  good  talle,  and  to  fome 
benches,  from  which  the  views  of  the  water  and  wood  are  in  the  fequertered  ftyle  they 
ought  to  be.  One  of  thefe  iiitle  views,  which  catches  feveral  falls  under  the  arch  of 
the  bridge,  is  one  of  the  prettieft  touches  of  the  kind  I  have  feen.  The  vale  beneath 
the  houfe,  when  viewed  from  the  higher  grounds,  is  pleafing  j  it  is  very  well  wooded, 
there  being  many  inclofures,  furrounded  by  pine  trees,  and  a  thick  fine  mafs  of  wood 
rifes  from  them  up  the  mountain  fide,  makes  a  very  good  figure,  and  would  be  better, 
had  not  Mr.  Oliver's  father  cut  it  into  viltas  for  ihootmg.  Upon  the  whole,  the  place 
Js  highly  improved,  and  when  the  mountains  are  planted,  in  which-Mr.  Oliver  is  making 
a  confiderable  progrefs,  it  will  be  magnificent. 
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In  the  houfe  are  feveral  fine  plftures,  particularly  five  pieces  by  Seb.  Ricci,  Venus 
and  iEiieas;  Apollo  and  Pan;  Venus  and  Achilles  ;  and  Pyrrhus  and  Andromache,  by 
Lazzerini ;  and  ihe  rape  of  the  Lapithi  by  the  centaurs ;  the  lafl  is^by  much  the  fin:'ft', 
and  is  a  very  capital  piece ;  the  exprefTion  is  ftrong,  the  figures  are  in  bold  relief,  and 
the  colouring  good.  Venus  and  Achilles  is  a  pleafing  pifture ;  the  continence  of  Scipio 
is  well  grouped,  but  Scipio,  as  in  every  picture  I  ever  faw  of  him,  has  no  expreflion* 
Indeed  chaltity  is  in  the  countenance  fo  pajjive  a  virtue  as  not  to  be  at  all  fuited  to  the 
genius  of  painting  j  the  idea  is  rather  that  of  infipidity,  and  accordingly  Scrpio's  exprcf- 
fion  is  generally  intipiJ  enough.  Two  fine  pieces,  by  Lucca  Jordano,  Hercules  and 
Anteus ;  Samplbn  kiiiihg  the  lion :  both  dark  and  horrid,  but  they  are  highly  finifhed, 
and  ftriking.  Six  heads  of  old  men,  by  Nagori,  excellent ;  and  fuur  young  women,  ia 
the  charaAer  of  the  feafons. 

October  9,  left  Caftle  Oliver.  Had  I  followed  my  inclination,  my  flay  would  have 
been  much  longer,  for  I  fouml  it  equally  the  refiJence  of  entertainment  and  inllruc* 
tion.  Faffed  through  Kilfennan  and  Duntreleague,  in  my  way  to  Tipperary.  Tha 
road  leads  evcrj'  where  on  the  fides  of  thv  tiills,  fo  as  to  give  a  very  diftinft  view  of  tha 
lower  groun  Is  ;  the  foil  all  the  way  is  the  fame  fort  of  fandy  reddifh  loam  I  have  already 
defcribet ,  incomparable  land  for  lillage  :  as  I  advanced  it  grew  fomething  lighter,  and 
in  many  places  free  from  gravel.  Bullocks  the  (lock  all  the  way.  Towards  Tipperary 
I  faw  vafl:  numbers  offheep,  and  many  bullocks.  All  this  line  of  comitry  is  partotthe  ' 
&mous  golden  vale.  To  Thomas-town,  where  I  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  find  Mr, 
Matthew  at  home ;  the  domain  is  one  thoufand  five  hundred  Englilh  acres,  fo  well 
planted,  that  I  could  hardly  believe  myfelf  in  Ireland.  There  is  a  hiU  in  the  park  fronl 
which  the  view  of  it,  the  country  and  the  Galties,  are  ftriking.  ■ 

Odober  12th,  to  Lord  de  Montalt's,  at  Dundrum,  a  place  which  his  Lordlhip  has 
ornamented  in  the  modem  ftyle  of  improvement :  the  houfe  was  fituated  in  the  raidft  of 
all  the  regular  exertions  of  the  laft  age.  Parterres,  parapets  of  earth,  ftraight  walks; 
knots  and  dipt  hedges,  all  which  he  has  thrown  down,  with  an  infinite  number  of  hedges 
and  ditches,  filled  up  ponds,  &c.  and  opened  one  very  noble  lawn  around  him,  fcattered 
negligently  over  with  frees,  and  cleared  the  courfe  of  a  choaked  up  river,  fo  that  it  flows 
at  prefent  in  a  winding  courfe  through  the  grounds.  ' 

Odober  13,  leaving  Dundrum,  paffed  through  Cafliel,  where  is  a  rock  and  ruin  on  ' 
it,  called  the  rock  of  Cafliel,  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  remoteft  antiquity.  Towards  Cloni 
meil,  the  whole  way  through  the  fame  rich  vein  of  red  fandy  loam  I  have  fo  often  men* 
tioned  :  I  examined  it  in  feveral  fields,  and  found  it  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  fertility^ 
and  as  fine  turnip  land  as  ever  I  faw.  It  is  much  under  flieep;  but  towards  Clonmell 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  tillage.  '     ' 

The  firft  view  of  that  town,  backed  by  a  high  ridge  of  mountains,  with  a  beautiful 
fpace  near  it  of  inclofures,  fringed  with  a  fcattering  of  trees,  was  very  pleafing.  It. is  ■ 
the  bed  fituated  place  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  on  the  Sure,  which  brings  up  boats 
of  ten  tons  burthen.  It  appears  to  be  a  bufy  populous  place,  yet  I  was  told  that  the 
manufacture  of  woollens  is  not  confiderable.  It  is  noted  for  being  the  birth-place  of  the 
inimitable  Sterne.  1 

To  Sir  William  Olborpe's,  three  miles  the  other  fide  Clonmell.  From  a  chara£ter  fo 
remarkable  for  intelligence  and  precifion,  t  could  not  fail  of  meeting  information  of  tha 
moft  valuable  kind.  This  gentlemen  has  made  a  mountain  improvement  which  demands 
particular  attention,  being  upon  a  principle  very  different  from  common  ones. 

Twelve  years  ago  he  met  with  a  hearty  looking  fellow  of  forty,  followedby~a  wife  and 
fix  children  ia  rags,  who  begged.  Sir  William  queltioned  him  upon  the  fcuidal  of  a  man  in 
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full  linltb  and  vigour,  fupporHng  himftrlf  in  fuch  a  manner:  the  man  fafd  hecould^eer 
no  vork :  **  Come  along  with  me,  I  will  Diew  you  a  ijmt  of  land  upon  vhich  I  will  build 
a  cat»n  for  you,  and  if  you  like  it  you  (hall  fix  there."  The  fellow  foltowed  Sir  William^ 
vho  was  as  good  as  bis  word :  he  built  him  a  cabin,  gave  him  five  acres  of  a  heathy  moun- 
tain, lent  him  four  pounds  to  flock  with,  and  gave  him,  when  he  had  prepared  bis 
ground,  as  much  lime  as  he  would  come  for.^  The  feUow  Sourifhed ;  he  went  on 
gradually  ^  repaid  the  four  pounds,  and  pretently  became  a  happy  little  cottar :  he  has  at 
prefent  twelve  acres  under  cultivation,  and  a  flock  in  trade  worth  at  leafl  8ol^  his  name 
IS  John  Conory. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  man  m  two  or  three  years,  l»ought  others  who-ap- 
'  plied  for  land,  and  Sir  William  ^ve  them  as  they  applied.  The  mountain  was  under 
ieafe  to  a  tenant,  who  valued  it  fo  little,  that  upon  being  reproached  with  not  cultivating, 
or  doing  fomething  with  it,  he  affured  Sir  William,  that  it  was  utterly.  impra3icable  to 
do  any  thing  with  it,  and  offered  it  to  him  nrithout  any  dedudion.of  rent.  Upon  tbi» 
mountain  he  fixed  them ;  gave  them  terms  as  they  came  determinable  whh  the  Ieafe  of 
the  ^rm,  fo  that  every  one  that  came  in  fucceflion  had  fhorter  and  fliorter  t«iures ;  yeC 
are  they  fo  defuous  of  fettling,  that  they  come  at  prefent,  though  only  two  yeais  remain 
for  a  term. 

In  this  manner  Sir  William  has  fixed  twenty-two  familFes,  who  are  all  upon  the  im- 
proving  band,  the  meaned  growing  richer ;  and  find  themfelves  fo  well  off,  that  no  con* 
lideration  will  induce  them  to  work  for  others,  not  even  in  harvefl :  their  induflry  has: 
no  bounds  f  nor  is  the  day  long  enough  for  the  revolution  of  their  inceflaat  labour. 
Some  of  them  bring  turf  to  Cloomeily  and  Sir  William  has  feen  Conory  returning  loaded 
with  foap  afhes. 

He  found  it  difficult  to  perfuade  them  to  make  a  road  to  thdr  village,  but  when  they 
had  once  done  it,  he  found  none  in  getting  crofs  roads  to  it,  they  found  fuch  benefit  iir 
the  firfl.  Sir  William  has  continued  to  give  whatever  lime  they  come  for ;  and  they 
have  defired  one  thoufand  barrels  among  them  for  the  year  1766,  ndtich  their  landlord 
has  accordingly  contrafled  for  with  his  lime-burner,  at  tid.  a  barrel.  Their  houfes 
have  all  been  bulk  at  his  ezpence,  and  done  by  contrad  at  61.  each,  after  which  they 
wife  what  little  offices  they  want  for  themfelves.  , 

OSober  1 5,  left  New  Town,  and  keeping  on  the  banks  of  the  Sure,  palTed  through 
Carrick  to  Curraghmbre,  the  feat  of  the  £arl  of  Tynme.  This  line  of  country,  in 
point  of  foil,  inferior  towhat  I  have  of  late  gone  through:  fo  that  I  confider  the  ridr 
country  to  end  at  Clonmell.  * 

Emigrations  from  this  part  of  Ireland  principally  to  Newfoundland;  for  a  feafon. 
they  have  iSI.  or  20I.  for  their  pay,  and  are  maintained,  but  they  do  not  bring  home 
more  than  7I. "  to  1  tl.  Some  of  them  flay  and  fettle ;  three  years  ago  there  was  an 
emigration  of  indented  fervants  to  North  Carolina  ef  three  hundred,  but  they  were 
flopped  by  contrary  winds,  &c.  There  had  been  fbmething  of  this  conftantly,  but  not 
to  that  amount.  The  oj^refQon  which  the  poor  people  have  mofl  to  complain  of,  ia 
the  not  having  any  tenures  in  their  lands,  by  which  means  they  are  entirely  fubjed  to 
tbnr  employers. 

Manufaftures  here  are  only  wooHens.  Carrick  is  one  of  tire  greatefl  manufafluring 
towns  in  Ireland.  Principally  for  ratteens,  but  of  late  they  have  got  into  broad-cloths,  ali 
Ibriiome  confumption ;  the  manu^£lure  increafes,  ainJ  is  very  Sourifhing.  There  arebe* 
tween  three  and  four  hundred  people  employed  by  it,  in  Carrick  and  its  neighbourhood; 

Curraghmore  is  one  of  the  5aelt  places  in  Ireland,  or  indeed  tb^  I  have  any  where 
leen.    The  houfe,  which  is  targe,  is  fituated  upou  a  nfiag  grouod,.  ia  a  vale  furrouoded 
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by  very  bold  Wlls,  which  rife  in  a  variety  of  forms  and  offer  to  the  eye,  in  rifing 
throu^  the  grounds,  very  noble  and  ftriking  fcenes.  Thefe  hills  are  exceedingly  va- 
ried, fo  that  the  detoor  of  the  place  is  very  pleaftng.  In  order  to  fee  it.to  advantage, 
I  would  advife  a  traveller  to  take  the  ride  which  Lord  Tyrone  carried  me.  Paffed 
through  the  deer-park  wood  of  old  oaks,  fpread  over  the  fide  of  a  bold  hill,  and  of  fucb 
an  extent,  that  the  fcene  is  a  truly  forell  one,  without  any  other  boundary  in  view  tHait 
what  the  ftems  of  trees  offer  from  mere  extent,  retiring  one  behind  another  till  they 
thicken  fo  much  to  the  eye,  under  the  fliade  of  their  fpreading  tops,  as  to  form  a  diflant 
wall  of  wood.  This  is  a  fort  of  fcene  noi  common  in  Ireland,"  it  is  a  great  extent  alone 
that  will  give  it.  From  this  hill  enter  an  ever-green  plantation,  a  fcene  which  winds  up  ' 
the  deer-park  hill,  and  opens  on  to  the  brow  of  it,  which  commands- a  moft  noble  view 
indeed.  The  lawns  round  the  houfe  appear  af  one's  feet,  at  the  bottom  ora  great  decli- 
vity of  wood,  almofl  every  where  furrounded  by  plantations.  The  hills  on  the  oppofita 
fide  of  the  vale  againft  the  houfe,  confiit  of  a  large  lawn  in  the  center  of  the  two  woods* 
that  to  the  right  of  an  immenfe  extent,  which  waves  over  a  mountain  fide  in  the  fineft 
manner  imaginuble,  and  lead  the  eye  to  the  fcenery  on  the  left,  which  ts  a  beautiful  vale 
of  rich  inclofures,  of  feveral  miles  extent,  with  the  Sure  making  one  great  reach  through 
it,  and  a  bold  bend  juft  before  it  enters  a  gap  in  the  hills  towards  Waterford,  and  winds 
behind  them ;  to  the  riyht  you"look  over  a  large  plain,  backed  by  the  great  Cummeragh 
mountains.  For  a  di(lin£t  extent  of  view,  the  parts  of  which  are  all  of  a  commawlfag 
magnitude,  and  a  variety  equal  to  the  number,  very  few  profpefts  are  finer  than  this. 

From  hence  the  boundary  plantation  extends  fome  miles  to  the  weft  and  aorth-weft  of 
the  domain,  forming  a  margin  to  the  whole  of  different  growths,  having  been  planted,  by 
degrees,  from  three  to  fixteen  years.  It  is  in  general  well  grown,  and  the  trees  thriven  ex- 
ceedingly, particularly  the  o^  beech,,  larch,  and  firs.  It  is  very  well  Sketched,  with 
much  variety  given  to  it. 

Pafs  by  the  garden  aerofs  the  river  which  murmurs  over  a  rocky  bed,  and  follow  the 
riding  up'a  fteep  hill,  covered  with  wood  from, fome  breaks,  in  which  the  hoirfe  appears 
perfeAly  buried  in  a  deep  wood,  and  come  out,  after  a  confiderable  extent  of  ride,  into 
the  higher  lawn,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  fcenery  about  the  houfe ;  and  from  the 
brow  of  the  hill  the  water,  which  is  made  to  imitate  a  river,  has  a  good  eSeft,  and  throws 
a  great  air  of  theerfulnefs  over  the  fcene,  for  from  hence  the  declivity  below  it  is  hid  ; 
but  the  view,  which  is  the  moft  pleafing  from  hence,  the  fineft  at  Curraghmoor,  and  in- 
deed one  of  the  moft  ftriking  that  is  any  where  to  be  feen,  is  that  of  the  hanging  wood  to 
the  right  of  the  houfe,  -rifing  in  fa  noble  a  fweep  as  perfeftly  to  fill  the  eye,  and  leava- 
the  fancy  fcarce  any  thing  to  wifli:  at  the  bottom  is  a  fmall  femicircuiar  lawn  around 
which  flo4vs  the  river,  under  the  immediate  fhade  of  very  noble  oaks ;  the  whole  wood 
rifes  boldly  from  the  bottom,  tree  above  tree,  to  a  vaft  height,  of  large  oak,  the  maffes  of 
ihade  are  but  lints  of  one  colour,  it  is  not  chequered  with  a  variety,  there  is  a  majeftis 
fimplicity,  a  unity  in  the  whole,  which  is  attended  with  an  uncommon  imprei&on,  and 
fuch  as  none  but  the  moft  magnificent  fcenes  can  raife. 

Di-'fcending  from  hence  through  the  roads,  the  riding  croffes  tlK  river,  paffes  through 
the  meadow,  which  has  fuch  an  effect  in  the  preceding  fcene,  from  which  alfo  the  view  is 
very  fine,  and  leads  home  through  a  continued  and  an  extenfive  range,  of  fine  oak,  partly 
on  a  declivity,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  river  murmurs  its  broken  courfe. 

Befidcs  this  noble  riding,  there  is  a  very  agreeable  walk  runs  immediately  oa^the 
banks  of  the  river,  which  is  perfect  in  its  ftyle  j  it  is  a  fequeftered  line  of  wood,  fo  high, 
on  the  declivities  in  fome  places,  and  fo  thick  on  the  very  edge  in  others,  overfpreading 
the  river,  that  the  character  oi  the  fcene  is  gloom  and  melaocholy,  heigbtened  by  IM 
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noife  of  the  water  falling  from  ftone  to  ftone ;  there  is  a  confiderable  variety  in  the 
banks  of  it,  and  in  the  figures  and  growth  of  the  wood,  but  none  that  hurts  the  un- 
prefllon,  which  is  well  prelerved  throughout. 

Oftober  1 7,  accompanied  Lord  Tyrone  to  Waterford  ;  made  fome  inquiries  into  the 
ftate  of  their  trade,  but  found  it  difficult,  from  the  method  in  which  the  cuftom-houfe 
books  are  kopt,  to  get  the  details  I  wifhed ;  but  in  the  year  following  having.the  pleaftire 
of  a  long  vifit  at  Ballycanvan,  the  feat  of  Cornelius  Bolton,  Efq.,  his  fon,  the  member 
for  the  city,  procured  me  every  information  I  could  wifh,  and  that  in  fo  liberal  and  po- 
lite a  manner,  that  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  exprf'fs  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  both. 
In  general,  I  was  informed,  that  the  trade  of  the  place  had  increafed  confiderably  in 
ten  years,  both  the  exports  and  imports.  The  exports  of  the  produfls  of  pallurage, 
full  one-third  in  twelve  years.  That  the  flaple  trade  of  the  place  is  the  Newfoundland 
trade  ;  this  is  very  much  increafud  ;  there  is  more  of  it  here  than  any  where.  The 
number  of  people  who  go  pafTcRgers  in  the  Newfoundland  (hips  is  amazing  :  from  fixty 
i,to  eighty  (hips,  and  from  three  tlioiifand  to  five  thoufand  annually.  They  come  from 
molt  pans  of  Ireland,  from  Corke,  Kerry,  &c.  Experienced  men  will  get  18I.  to  25I. 
for  the  feafon,  from  March  to  November;  a  man  who  never  went  will  have  five  to 
feven  pounds,  and  his  paflage,  and  others  rife  to  20I.  the  paflage  out  they  get,  but  pay 
home  two  pounds.  An  induftrious  man  in  a  year  will  bring  home  twelve  to  fixteen 
pounds  with  him,  and  fome  more.  A  great  point  for  them  is  to  be  able  to  carry  out 
all  their  (lops,  for  every  thing  there  is  exceedingly  dear,  one  or  two  hundred  per  cent, 
dearer  than  they  can  get  them  at  home.  They  are  not  allowed  to  lake  out  any  woollen 
goods  but  for  their  own  ufe.  The  (hips  go  loaded  with  pork,  beef,  butter,  and  fome 
fait;  and  bring  home  pafTerigers,  or  get  freights  where  they  can  :  fometimcsrum.  The 
"Waterford  pork  comes  principally  from  the  barony  of  Iverk  in  Kilkenny,  where  they 
fatten  great  numbers  of  large  hogs  ;  for  many  weeks  together  they  kill  here  three  to 
feur  thoufand  a  week,  the  price  fifty  (hillings  to  four  pounds  each  ;  goes  chiefly  to  New- 
foundland.  One  was  killed  in  Mr.  Penrofe's  cellar,  that  weighed  five  hundred  weight 
and  a  quarter,  and  meafured  from  the  nofe  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  nine  feet  four  inches. 

There  is  a  foundery  at  Waterford  for  pots,  kettles,  weights,  and  all  common  utenfils; 
and  a  manufactory  by  MefTieurs  King  and  Tegent,  of  anvils  to  anchors,  twenty  hundred 
weight,  &c.  which  employs  forty  hands.  Smiths  earn  from  6s.  to  24s.  a  week.  Nai- 
lorsfrom  10s.  to  12s.  And  another  lefs  confiderable.  There  are  two  fugar-houfes,  and 
many  falt-houfes.     The  fait  is  boiled  over  lime-kilns. 

There  is  a  filhery  upon  the  coaft  of  Waterford,  for  a  great  variety  of  fi(h,  herrings 
particularly  in  the  mouth  of  Waterford  harbour,  and  two  years  ago  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties there,  that  the  tides  left  the  ditches  full  of  them  There  are  fome  premium 
boats  both  here  and  at  Dungarvon,  but  the  quantity  of  herrings  barrelled  is  not  con- 
fiderable. 

The  butter  trade  of  Waterford  has  increafed  greatly  for  feven  years  pafl ;  it  comes 
from  Waterford  principally,  but  much  from  Carlow  ;  for  it  comes  from  twenty  miles 
beyond  Carlow,  for  fixpence  per  hundred.  From  the  ift  of  January  1774  to  the  ift 
of  January  1775,  there  were  exported  fifty-nine  thoufand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fifty-fix 
cafks  of  butter,  each,  on  an  average,  one  hun.lred  weight,  at  the  mean  price  of  50s. 
Revenue  of  Waterford,  1751.  17,0001.;  1776,  52,0001.  The  (laughter  trade  has 
iiicrealid,  but  not  fo  much  as  the  butrer.  Price  of  butter  now  at  Waterford  58s. ; 
twvnty  years'  average,  42s.  Beef  now  to  25s.,  average,  twenty  years,  10s.  to  tSs. 
pork  now  30s.,  average,  twenty  years,  t6s.  to  22s.  Eighty  f.il  of  (hips  now  belong- 
ing to  the  port,  twenty  years  ago  not  thirty.    They  pay  to  the  captaiils  of  (hip  ot  two 
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hundred  tons  5I.  a  month  j  the  mate  3I.  los.  Ten  men  at  40s.,  five  years  ago  only 
37s.  Building  Ihips,  toi.  a  ton.  Wear  and  tear  of  fuch  a  (hip  20!.  a  month.  Sliip 
provilions  20s.  a  month. 

The  new  church  in  this  city  is  a  very  beautiful  one  j  the  body  of  it  is  in  the  fame 
ftile  exactly  as  that  of  Belfaft:  already  defcribed  :  the  total  length  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  feet,  the  breadth  fifty-eight.  The  length  of  the  body  of  the  church  ninety-two, 
the  heighth  forty  ^  breadth  between  the  pillars  twenty-fix.  The  ifle  (which  I  do  not 
remember  at  Beifaftj  is  fifty-eight  by  forty-five.  A  room  on  one  fide  the  lleeple,  fpace 
for  the  bifliop's  court,  twenty-four  by  eighteen  ;  on  the.oiher  fide,  a  room  of  the  lame 
fize  for  the  veftry  ;  and  twenty-eight  feet  f^uare  left  for  a  (leeple  when  their  funds  will 
permit.  The  whole  is  light  and  beautiful :  it  was  built  by  fubfcription,  and  there  is  a 
fine  organ  befpoke  at  London.  But  the  fined  obje&  in  this  city  is  the  quay,  which  is 
unrivalled  by  any  I  have  feen  ;  it  is  an  Englifh  mile  long  ;  the  buildings  on  it  are  only 
common  houfes,  but  the  river  is  near  a  mile  over,  flows  up  to  the  town  in  one  noble 
reach,  and  the  oppofite  fhore  a  bold  hill,  which  rifes  immediately  from  the  water  to 
a  heighth  that  renders  the.whole  magnificent.  This  is  fcattered  with  fome  wood,  and 
divided  into  pallures  of  a  beautiful  verdure,  by  hedges.  I  crofled  the  water,  in  order 
to  walk  up  the  rocks  on  the  top  of  this  hill ;  in  one  place  over  againft  Bilberry  quarry, 
you  look  immediately  down  on  the  river,  which  flows  in  noble  reaches  from  Granny 
cafile  on  the  right  paft  Cromwell's  rock,  the  fhores  on  both  fides  quite  fteep,  efpecially 
the  rock  of  Bilberry.  You  look  over  the  whole  town,  which  here  appears  in  a  triangular 
form;  befides  the  city  the  Cummeragh  mountains,  Slein  a-man,  &c.  come  in  view. 
Kilmacow  river  falls  into  the  Sure,  after  flowing  through  a  large  extent  of  well  .planted 
country ;  this  is  the  fined  view  about  the  city. 

From  Waterford  to  Pafl"age,  and  got  my  chaife  and  horfes  on  board  the  fcountefs  of 
Tyrone  packet,  in  full  expedation  of  failing  immediately,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  but  I 
foon  found  the  difference  of  thefe  private  veflels  and  the  pofl-office  packets  at  Holyhea^ 
and  Dubhn.  When  the  wind  was  fair  the  tide  was  foul  j  and  when  the  tide  was  with 
them  the  wind  would  not  do ;  in  Englifli,  there  was  not  a  complement'of  paflengers, 
and  fo  I  had  the  agreeablenefs  of  waiting  with  my  horfes  in  the  hold,  by  way  of  reft, 
after  a  journey  of  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  miles. 

0£lober  18,  after  a  beaftly  night  pafled  on  Ihip  board,  and  finding  no  figns  of  de- 
parture, walked  to  Ballycanvan,  the  featof  Cornelius -Bolton,  Efq. ;-  rode  wjth  Mr. 
Bolton,  jiln.  to  Faithleghill,  which  commands  one  of  the  fined  views  I  have  feen  in 
Ireland.  '1  here  is  a  rock  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  which  has  a  very  bold  view  on  every 
fide  down  on  a  great  extent  of  Country,  much  of  which  is  giafs  inclofures  of  a  good 
verdure.  This  hill  is  the  center  of  a  circle  of  about  ten  miles  diameter,  beyoiid  which 
higher  lands  rife,  which,  after  fpreading  to  a  great  extent,  have  on  every  fide  a  back 
ground  of  mountain  :  in  a  northerly  direftion  mount  Leinfter,  between  Wexford  and 
Wicklow,  twenty-fix  miles  o£F,  rifes  in  feveral  heads  far  above  the  clouds  A  little  to  the 
right  of  this,  Shakeiitha  (i.  e.  the  woody  mountain),  at  a  lefs  diftance,  is  a  fine  objeft. 
To  the  left,  Tory  hill,  only  five  miles,  in  a  regular  form  varies  the  outline.  To  the  eaft, 
there  is  the  long  mountain,  eighteen  miles  diftant,  and  feveral  tefler  Wexford  hills.  To 
(he  fouth-eaft,  the  Saltees.  To  the  fouth,  the  ocean,  and  the  colines  about  the  bay  of 
Tramore.  To  the  weft,  Monavollagh  rifes  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixlyieet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea,  eighteen  miles  off",  being  ,part  of  the  great  range  of  the 
1[[]ummaragh  mountains;  and  to  the  north-weft  Slinaman,  at  the  didance  of  twenty  four 
miles}  fo  that  the  outline  is  everywhere  bold  and  diftinft,  though  didant.     I'hefe 
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circumflances  would  alone  form  a  great  view,  but  the  water  part  oF  ir,  which  fUTs  up  rlie 
eanvafs,  is  in  a  much  ("uperior  ftyle.  The  great  river  Sure  takes  a  winding  courfe  frora 
the  city  of  Waterford,  through  a  rich  country,  hanging  on  the  fides  of  hills  to  its  b'anks, 
and  dividing  into  a  double  channel,  forms  the  letTer  ifland,  both  df  which  coui'fes  you 
command  dillinj£tly ;  united,  it  makes  a  bold  reach  under  the  hill  on  which  you  fland, 
and  there  receives  the  noble  tribute  of  the  united  waters  of  the  Barrow  and  Nore,  in 
two  great  channels,  which  form  the  larger  illand  ;  enlarged  by  fuch  an  acceflion  of  wa- . 
ter.  It  winds  round  the  hill  in  a  bending  courfe,  of  the  freed  and  molt  graceful  ouriine, 
every  where  from  one  to  three  miles  acrofs,  with  bold  fhores,  that  give  a  (harp  outline 
to  its  courfe  to  the  ocean ;  twenty  fail  of  fliips  at  PalTage  gave  animation  to  the  fcene ; 
ypon  the  whole,  the  boldnels  of  the  mountain  outline,  the  variety  of  the  grounds, 
the  vaft  extent  of  riveri  with  the  declivity  to  it  from  the  point  of  view,  altogether  form 
fo  unrivalled  a  Icenery,  every  objeft  fo  commanding,  that  the  general  want  of  wood  is 
almoft  forgotten. 

Two  years  after  this  account  was,  written  I  again  idfited  tWs  enchanting  hill,  and 
waUced  lo  it,  day  after  day,  horn  Ballycanvan,  and  with  increafing  pleafure.  Mr  Bolton, 
jun.  has,  fince  I  was  there  before,  inclofed  forty  acres  on  the  top  and  lleep  flope  to  the 
water,  and  began  to  plant  thenL  This  will  be  a  prodigious  addition ;  for  the  flop« 
forming  the  bold  fliorefor  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  having  projeflions  from  which  the 
wood  will  all  be  feen  in  the  gentle  holiaws  of  the  hill,  the  effed  will  be  amazingly  fine. 
Walks  and  a  riding  are  tracing  out,  which  will  command  frelh  beauties  at  every  ftep; 
the  fpots  from  which  a  variety  of  beautiful  views  are  feen  are  numerous.  All  the  way 
from  Ballycanvan  to  Faithleg,  the  whole  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
Acres;  is  thepopertyof  Mr.  Bolton. 

Farms  about  Ballycanvan,  Waterford,  "Stc.  are  generally  fmall,  from  twenty  and 
thirty  to  five  hundred  acres,  generally  about  two  hundred  and  ^fty,  all  above  two  hun- 
.^red  acres  arc  in  general  daines ;  fome  of  the  dairy  ones  rife  very  high.  The  foil  is  a  '' 
reddilh  ftony,  or  jiaty  gravel,  dry,  except  low  lands,  which  are  day  or  turf.  Rents 
vary  much,  about  the  town  very  high,  from  5I.  5s.  to  gl.  hut  at  the  diftance  of  a  few 
rniles  towards  Pafiage,  &c.  they  are  from  20S.  to  40s.  and  fome  higher,  but  the  coun« 
.try  in  general  does  not  rife  fo  high,  ufually  los.  to  20s.  for  dairying  l»id. 

The  poor  j>eople  fpin  thgir  own  flax,  but  not  more,  and  a  few  .of  there  wool  for 
themfelvea.  Their  food  js  potatoes  and  milk ;  but  they  have  a  confiderable  afliftance 
from  filh,  ,pai:ticularly  herrings  ;  part  of  the  year  they  have  aJfo  barley,  oaten,  and  rye 
bread.  They  are  incomparably  better  off  in  every  refpeG  than  twenty  years  ago.  Their 
increafe  about  Ballycanvan  is  very  great,  and  tillage'  all  over  this  neighbourhood  is  in- 
creafed.  The  rent  of  a'cabin  los.,  an  acre  with  it,  20s.  The  grafs  of  a  cow  a  few 
years  ago  20s.,  now  25s.  or  30s. 

An  exceeding  good  practice  here  tn  making  their  fences  is,  they  phnt  the  quick  on 
jthe  fide  of  the  bank  in  the  common  tnanner,  and  then,  inltead  of  the  dead  hedge  we 
ufe  in  England  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  they  plant  a  row  of  old  thorns,  two  or  three 
feet  high,  which  readily  grow,  and  form  at  once  a  moll  excellent  fence.  Their  way 
;ilfo  of  taking  in  fand-banks  from  the  river  deferves  notice  :  they  (lake  down  a  row  of 
/urzes  at  low  water,  laying  (lones  on  them  to  the  height  of  one  or  two  feet ;  thefe  retain 
ihe.tpud^  wln^h  every  tide  brings  in,  fo  as  fill  up  all  within  the  furze  as  high  as  their 
^ops.  Iremarked  on  the  ftrand,  that  a  few  boat  loads  of  ftones  laid  carelefsly  had  had  this 
iffeft,  for  within  them  I  mejfured  twelve  inches  deep  of  rich  blue  mud  left'  behind  them, 
^e  l^me  48  they  tife  jn  manuring,  full  of  fhells  and  eServcfced  ftrongly  with  vinegar. 

13  Aoioag 


y  Google 


young's   tour  in   IRELAND.  857 

Among  the  poor  people,  the  fiJhennen  are  in  much  the  beft  clrcumftances ;  the 
fifiiery  is  confiderable ;  Waterford  and  ics  harbour  have  fifty  boats  each,  from  eight  to 
twelve  tons,  fix  men  on  an  average  to  each,  but  to  one  of  fix  ions,  five  men  go.  A 
boat  of  eight  tons  cofts  40!.,  one  of  twelve,  60I.  To  each  boat  (here  is  a  train  of  nets 
of  fix  pair,  which  cofls  from  4I.  48.  to  61.  6s. ;  tan  them  with  bark.  Their  only  net 
fiihery  is  that  of  herrings,  which  is  commonly  carried  on  by  fhares.  The  divifion  of 
the  fiQl  is,  firft,  one-fourth  for  the  boat ;  and  then  the  men  and  nets  divide  the  reft,  the 
latter  reckoned  as  three  men.  They  reckon  ten  maze  of  herrings  an  indilTerent  night's 
work ;  when  there  is  a  good  take,  forty  maze  have  been  taken,  twenty  a  good  night.; 
the  price  per  maze  from  is.  to  7s.  average  58.  Their  tak*  in  1775,  the  greateft  they 
have  known,  when  they  had  more  than  they  could  difpofe  of,  and  the  whole  town  and 
country  ftunk  of  them,  they  retailed  them  thirty-two  for  a  penny  :  1773  and  1774 
good  years.  They  barrelled  many ;  but  in  general  there  is  an  import  of  Swedifh. 
Befides  the  common  articles  I  have  regiftercd,  the  following  are,  pigeons,  is.  a  couple; 
a  hare,  is. ;  partridges,  9d. ;  turbots,  fine  ones,  4s.  to  los. ;  foals  a  pair,  large,  is.  6d, 
to  IS.;  lobfters,  3d.  each  ;  oyilers,  6s.  per  hundred  j  rabbits,  is.  to  is.  4(1.  a  couple; 
cod,  IS.  each,  large  ;  falmon,  i|d.  to  2d. 

A  very  extraordinary  circumftance  I  was  told,  that  within  five  or  fix  years  there  has 
been  much  hay  carried  from  Waterford  to  Norway,  in  the  Norway  ftiips  that  bring  ' 
deals  ;  as  hay  is  dear  here,  it  proves  a  moll  backward  ftate  of  hufbandry  in  that  nor- 
therly  region,  fince  the  neighbourhood  of  fea-ports  to  which  this  h»y  can  alone  go,  is 
generally  the  befl:  improved  in  all  countries. 

0£lober  19,  the  wind  being  &ir,  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  Bolton,  and  went  back  to  the 
fhip }  met  with  a  frefh  fcene  of  provoking  delays,  fo  that  it  was  the  next  morning, 
O^ober  20,  at  aght  o'clock,  before  we  failed,  and  then  it  was  not  wind,  but  a  cargo  of 
paiTengers  that  fpread  our  fails.  Twelve  or  fourteen  hours  are  not  an  uncommon  paf- 
iage ;  but  fuch  was  our  luck,  that  after  being  in  fight  of  the  lights  on  the  Smalls,  we 
.  were  by  contrary  winds  blown  oppofite  to  Arklow  fands  :  a  violent  gale  arofe,  which 
prefently  blew  a  ftorm  that  lafted  thirty-fix  hours,  in  which,  under  a  reefed  mainfail, 
the  fhip  drifted  up  and  down  wearing,  tn  order  to  keep  clear  of  the  coafts. 

No  wonder  this  appeared  to  me,  a  frefli-water  failor,  as  a  fiorm,  when  the  oldefl  met! 
on  board  reckoned  it  a  violent  one  ;  the  wind  blew  in  furious  gulls ;  the  waves  ran  very 
high ;  the  cabm  windows  burft  open,  and  the  fea  pouring  in  fet  every  thing  afloat,  and 
among  the  reft  a  poor  lady,  who  had  fpread  her  bed  on  the  floor.     We  had  however  f 

the  fatisfadion  to  find,  by  trying  the  pumps  every  watch,  that  the  fliip  made  little  water.  , 

I  had  more  time  to  attend  thefe  clrcumftances  than  the  reft  of  the  paftengers,  being  the 
only  one  in  feven  who  efcaped  without  being  fick.  It  pleafed  God  to  preferve  us,  but 
we  did  not  caft  anchor  in  Milford  Haven  till  Tuefday  morning  the  aad,  at  one  o'clock. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifiied  that  there  were  fome  means  of  being  fecure  of  packets  foiUng 
regularly,  inftead  of  watting  till  there  is  fuch  a  number  of  paiTengers  as  fatisfies  the 
owner  and  captain  ;  with  the  poft-ofiice  packets  there  is  this  fatis^dion,  and  a  great 
one  it  is ;  the  contrary  condu^  is  fo  perfectly  deteftable,  that  I  fliould  fuppofe  the  fcheme 
of  Waterford  ones  can  never  fucceed. 

Two  years  after,  having  been  afi'ured  this  conveyance  was  put  on  a  new  footing,  I 
ventured  to  try  it  again  ;  but  was  mortified  to  find  that  the  1'yrone,  the  only  one  that 
could  take  a  chaife  or  horfcs,  (the  Countefs  being  laid  up,)  was  rep^ring,  but  would 
fail  in  five  days  ;  I  waited,  and  received  aflTarance  after  alTurance  that  Ihe  would  be  ready 
on  fuch  a  day,  and  then  on  another ;  in  a  word,  I  waited  twenty-four  days  before  I 
failed ;  moderately  fpeaking,  I  could  by  Dublin  have  reached  Tuna  or  Milan  as  foou 
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as  1  did  MUford  in  this  conveyance.  All  this  time  the  papers  had  oonftant  advertife- 
ments  of  the  Tyrone  failing  regularly,  inftead  of  letting  the  public  know  that  fhe  was 
under  a  repair.  Her  owner  feems  to  be  a  fair  and  worthy  man,  he  will  therefore  pro- 
bably give  up  the  fcheme  entirely,  unlefs  affiled  by  the  corporation  with  at  leafl  four 
ihips  more,  to  fail  regularly  with  or  without  palTengers  j  at  prefent  it  is  a  general  difap- 
poinlment :  I  was  fortunate  in  Mr.  Bolton's  acquamtance,  pafl^ng  my  time  very  agree- 
ably at  his  bofpitable  manfion ;  but  thofe  who,  m  fuch  a  cafe,  Oiould  6nd  a  Waterford 
inh  their  refource,  would  curie  the  Tyrone,  and  fet  off  for  Dublin.  The  expences  of 
this  paffage  are  higher  than  thofe  from  Dublin  to  Holyhead  :  I  paid^ 


3     3 


A  four-wheel  chaife        ■  -  -  3    3 

Three  horfes  -  .  -  - 

Self 

Two  fervants  -  .  -  - 

Cuftom-houfe  at  Waterford,  hay,  oats,  &c. 
Ditto  at  Pembroke  and  Hubberfton 
Sailors,  boats,  and  fundry  fmall  charges 


I  '5     S 


1 777.  Upon  a  fecond  journey  to  Ireland  this  year,  I  took  the  opportunity  <^  going 
from  Dublin  to  Mitchelfbown,  by  a  rout  through  the  central  part  of  the  kingdom  which 
I  had  not  before  fufficiently  viewed.    ' 

Left  Dublin  the  a4th  of  September,  and  taking  the  road  to  Naas,  I  was  again  llruck 
with  the  great  population  of  the  country,  the  cabins  being  fo  much  poorer  in  the  vidnily 
of  the  capital  than  in  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

To  Kildare,  crofling  the  Curragh,  fo  famous  for  its  turf.  It  is  a  flieep  walk  of  above 
fourthoufand  Englifli  ^cres,  formmg  a  more  beautiful  lawn  than  the  hand  of  art  ever 
made.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  extreme  foftnefs  of  the  turf,  which  ^  of  a  verdure  that 
charms  the  eye,  and  highly  fet  off  by  the  gentle  inequality  of  furface.  The  foil  is  a  fine 
dry  bam  on  a  lloney  bottom ;  it  is  fed  by  many  large  Bocks,  turned  on  it<  by  the  occu- 
piers of  the  adjacent  &rms,  who  alone  have  the  right,  and  pay  very  great  rents  on  that 
account.  It  is  the  only  confiderable  common  in  the  kingdom.  The  fheep  yield  very 
little  wool,  not  more  than  31b.  per  fleece,  but  of  a  very  fine  quality. 

From  Fumefe  to  Shaen  Caftle,  in  the  Queen's  County,  Dean  Coote's;  but  as  the 
huftandry,  &c.  of  this  neighbourhood  is  already  regiftered,  I  have  only  to  obrerve,  that 
Mr.  Coote  was  fo  kind  as  to  fhew  rae  the  improved  grounds  c^  Dawfon's  Court,  the 
-feat  of  Lord  Carlow,  which  I  had  not  feen  before.  The  principal  beauties  of  ih?  place 
are  the  well  grown  anf  extenfive  plantations,  which  form  a  fliade  not  often  met  with  in 
Ireland.  There  isintbe  backgroundsa  lake  well  accompaiued  with  wood,  brok^  by 
feveral  iflands  that  are  covered  with  underwood,  and  an  ornamented  walk  palling  en 
the  banks  which  leads  from  the  houfe.  This  lake  is  in  the  feafon  perfectly  alive 
with  wild-fowl ; .  near  it  is  a  very  beautiful  fpot,  which  commands  a  view  of  both  woods 
and  water,  a  fituation  either  for  a  houfe  or  a  temple.  Mr.  Dawfon  is  adding  to  the 
plantati(»is,  an  employment  of  all  others  the  raoft  meritorious  in  Ireland.  Another 
vorik,  fcarcely  lels  fo,  was  the  ere^g  a  large  handfome  inn»  wherein  the  lame  gentle- 
e  matt 
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man  intends  eftabliflung  a  perfon  who  fliall  be  able  to  fuppJy  travellers,  port,  with  either 
chaifes  or  horfes. 

From  Shaen  Caftle  to  Glofter,  in  the  King's  County,  tlie  feat  of  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  ' 

member  for  that  county,  to  whofe  attention  I  owe  the  following  particulars,  in  which  he 
took,  every  means  to  have  me  well  and  accurately  informed.  But  firft  let  me  obferve, 
that  I  was  much  pleafed  to  remark,  all  the  way  from  Naas  quite  to  Rofferca,  that  the 
country  was  amongft  the  fined  I  had  feen  in  Ireland,  and  conf^quently  that  1  was  for- 
tunate in  having  an  opportunity  of  feeing  it  after  the  involuntary  omiffion  of  lafl:  year. 
1  he  cabins,  though  many  of  them  are  very  bad,  yet  are  belter  than  in  fome  other  coun- 
ties,  and  chimneys  generally  a  part  of  them.  The  people  too  have  no  very  miferable 
appearance;  the  breed  of  cattle  and  Iheep  good,  and  the  hogs  much  the  beft  I  have  any  . 
where  feen  in  Ireland.  Turf  is  every  where  at  hand,  and  in  plenty  ;  yet  are  the  bogs 
not  fo  general  as  to  zScEk  the  beauty  of  the  country,  which  is  very  great  in  many  trafts, 
with  a  fcattering  of  wood,  which  makes  it  pleafmg.  Shaen  Cadle  flands  ^n  the  midft 
of  a  very  fine  trad.  From  Mountrath  to  Glofter,  Mr.  Lloyd's,  I  could  have  imagined 
myfelf  in  a  very  pieafing  part  of  England  ;  the  counti7  breaks  into  a  variety  of  inequa- 
lities of  hill  and  dale ;  it  is  all  well  inclofed  with  fine  hedges ;  there  is  a  plenty  of  wood, 
not  fo  monopolized  as  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  by  here  and  there  a  folitary  feat, 
but  fpread  over  the  whole  &ce  of  the  profped :  look  which  way  you  will,  it  is  cultivated 
and  chearful. 

The  Shannon  adds  not  a  little  to  the  convenience  and  agreeablenefs  of  a  refidence 
fo  near  it.  Befides  affording  thefe  forts  of  wild  fowl,  the  quantity  and  fize  of  its  filh  are 
amazing  :  pikes  fwarm  in  it,  and  rife  in  weight  to  fifty  pounds.     In  the  little  flat  fpaces  <.-> 

on  its  banks  are  fmall  but  deep  lochs,  which  are  covered  in  winter  and  in  floods ;  when 
4he  river  withdraws,  it  leaves  plenty  of  filh  in  them,  which  are  caught  to  put  into  ftews. 
Mr.  Holmes  has  a  fmall  one  before  his  door  ft  Johnftown,  with  a  little  flream  which  * 
feeds  it  J  a  trowting-rod  here  gets  you  a  bite  in  amoment,  of  a  pike  from  twenty  to  forty 
.pounds.  I  «at  of  one  of  twenty-feven  pounds  fo  taken ;  I  had  alfo  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing a  fifherman  bring  three  fronts,  weighing  fourteen  pounds,  and  fell  them  for  fixpence- 
halfpenny  a  piece.  A  couple  of  boats  lying  at  anchor,  with  lines  extended  from  one 
to  the  other,  and  hooks  in  plenty  from  them,  have  been  known  to  catch  an  incredible 
quantity  of  trout.  Colonel  Brittle,  in  one  monung,  caught  four  Itone  odd  pounds,  thirty- 
two  trouts :  in  general  they  rife  from  three  to  nine  pounds.  Perch  fwaro; ;  they  ap- 
peared in  the  Shannon  for  the  firft  time  about  ten  years  ago,  in  fuch  plenty  that  the 
poor  lived  on  them ;  bream  of  fix  pounds ;  eels  very  plentinjl.  There  are  many  gilla- 
roos  in  the  river,  one  of  twelve  pounds  weight  was  fent  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon.  Upon  the 
whole,  thefe  circumftances,  with  the  pleafure  of  (hooting  and  boating  on  the  river, 
added  to  the  glorious  view  it  yields,  and  which  is  enough  at  any  time  to  chear  the  mind, 
render  this  neighbourhood  one  of  the  mod  enviable  fituations  to  live  in  that  I  have 
^  feen  in  Ireland.  The  face  of  the  country  gives  every  drcumftance  of  beauty.  From 
Killodeeman-hill,  behind  the  new  houfe  bmlding  by  Mr.  Holmes,  the  whole  is  feen  to 
great  advantage.  The  fpreading  part  of  the  Shannon,  called  Loch  Derg,  is  commanded 
dillinctly  for  many  miles ;  it  is  in  two  grand  divifions  of  great  variety :  that  to  the  north 
is  a  reach  of  fi^'e  miles  leading  to  Portsmna.  The  whole  hither  ftiore  a  fcenery  of 
hills,  checkered  by  inclofures  and  little  woods,  and  retiring  from  the  eye  into  a  rich 
diftant  profpefl.  The  woods  of  Doras,  belonging  to  Lord  Clanrickard,  form  a  part  of 
the  oppofite  fliore,  and  the  river  itfelf  prefents  an  ifland  o[<me  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Inclining  to  the  left,  a  vale  of  rough  ground,  with  an  old  caftle  in  it,  is  backed  by  a  bold 
hill,  which  intercepts  the  river  there,  and  then  the  great  reach  of  fifteen  miles,  the  ba^r 
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of  Sheriff,  fpfOEtts  to  the  eye,  \<;t!i  a  magnificence  not  a  little  add.'d  to  by  the  boundary, 
a  fiiiirp  oir.li.ie  ol'  tlie  c.^muy  ;  i"  C'.l'.irc  mountains,  betvvetfii  which  and  the  Diiharrow  hills 
the  Siniiiion  finds  its  way.  Thcfe  hills  lead  the  eye  liill  more  to  the  left,  till  the  Keeper 
mceis  if,  prcreiilinrj  a  very  beiiutiful  outline  that  finks  into  otiier  rasges  of  hill,  uniting 
with  the  Dev'l'i,  Bit.  The  home  fceiiery  of  the  grounds,  woods,  hills,  and  lake  of 
Johnltown,  is  beautiful. 

Dancinjt  is  very  general  among  the  poor  people,  almoit  univerfal  in  every  cabin. 
Daiicing-iiiallers  of  their  own  rank  travel  through  the  country  from  cabin  to  cabin, 
with  a  piper  or  b'ind  fidlcr,  and  the  pay  is  fixpence  a  quarter.  It  is  an  abfointe  fyflem 
of  education.  Weddings  are  always  celebrated  with  much  dancing;  and  a  Sunday 
.  rarely  pafl'es  without  a  dance ;  there  are  very  few  among  ihem  who  will  not,  after  a  hard 
day's  work,  gladly  walk  feven  miles  to  have  a  dance.  John  is  not  fo  lively,  but  then  a 
bard  day's  work  with  him  is  cenainly  a  different  affair  from  what  it  is  with  Faddy, 
Other  branches  of  education  are  likewife  much  attended  to,  every  child  of  the  pooreft 
family  learning  to  read,  write,  and  ca(l  accounts. 

There  is  a  very  ancient  cuftomhere,  for  a  number  of  country  neighbours  among  the 
poor  people,  to  fix  upon  fome  young  woman  that  ought,  as  they  think,  to  be  married  ; 
they  alfo  agree  upon  a  young  fellow  as  a  proper  huHiandN^or  her ;  this  determined,  they 
fend  to  the  fair  one's  cabin  to  inform  her  that  on  the  Sunday  following  **  fhe  is  to  be  hoif- 
ed,**  that  is,  carried  on  men's  backs.  She  mud  then  provide  whifky  and  cyder  for  a  treat, 
as  all  will  pay  her  a  vifit  after  mafs  for  a  hurling  match.  As  foon  as  (he  is  horfed,  the 
hurling  begins^  in  which  the  young  fellow  appointed  for  her  hufband  has  the  eyes  of 
all  the  company  fixed  on  bim :  if  he  conies  off  conqueror,  he  is  certainly  married  to 
the  girl ;  but  ir  another  is  vid:oriou8,  he  as  certainly  lofes  her,  for  ilie  i^  the  prize  <^ 
the  viAor.  Thefe  trials  are  not  always  finilhed  in  one  Sunday,  they  take  fometimes 
two  or  three,  and  the  common  expreflioil  when  they  are  over  is,  that  *'  fuch  a  girl  was 
goal'd."  Sometimes  one  barony  hurls  againll  anotber,  but  a  marriageable  girl  is  always 
the  prize.  Hurling  is  a  fort  of  cricket,  but  inflead  of  throwing  the  ball  in  order  to 
knock  down  a  wicket,  the  aim  is  to  pafs  it  through  a  bent  (Itck,  the  ends  (tuck  in  the 
ground.  In  tbefe  matches  they  perform  fuch  feats  of  adivity,  as  ought  to  evidence  the 
food  they  live  on  to  be  hr  from  deficient  in  nouri(hment. 

In  the  hills  above  Derry  are  fome  very  fine  flate  quarries,  that  employ  fixty  mai, 
The  quarrymen  are  pud  3s.  a  thouland  for  the  ilates,  and  the  labourers  fd.  a  day. 
They  are  very  fine,  and  fent  by  the  Shannon  to  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  price 
at  the  quarry  6s.  a  tboufand,  and  at  the  fliore  6s.  8d.  Four  hundred  thoufand  flates 
are  raifed  to  pay  the  rent  only,  from  which  fome  eftimate  may  be  made  of  the  quantity. 
Mr.  Head  has  a  pra£tice  in  his  fences  which  deferves  univerfal  imitation  j  it  is  plant- 
ing trees  for  gate-pofts.  Stone  piers  are  expenfive,  and  always  tumbling  down  ;  trees 
are  beautiful,  and  never  want  repairing.  Within  fifteen  years  this  gentleman  has  im- 
proved Derry  To  much,  that  thofe  who  had  only  feen  it  before  would  find  it  almoft  a 
new  creation.  He  has  built  a  handfome'ftone-houfe,  on  the  Hope  of  a  hill  rifing  from 
the  Shannon,  and  backed  by  fome  fine  woods,  which  uiute  with  many  old  hedges  well 
planted  to  form  a  woodland  fcenc,  beautiful  in  the  contrad  to  the  bright  expanfe  of  the 
noble  river  below :  the  declivity  on  which  thefe  woods  are,  finilhes  in  a  mountain, 
vhich  rifes  abpve  the  whole.  The  Shannon  gives  a  bend  around  the  adjoining  lands, 
fo  as  to  be  feen  from  the  houfe  both  to  the  weft  and  north,  the  lawn  falling  gradually 
to  a  margin  of  wood  on  the  fhore,  which  varies  the  outline.  The  river  is  two  miles 
broad,  and  on  the  oppofite  Ihore  cultivated  iaclofures  rife  in  fome  places  almoll  to  the 
mountaia  top,  which  is  very  bold. 

It 
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It  13  a  very  fingular  demefne;  a  llripe  of  very  beautiful  grnund,  reaching  two  miles 
Moiig  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  forms  his  fence  on  one  fulc,  with  a  wall  on  the 
other.  There  is  fo  much  wood  as  to  render  it  very  pleating,  adding  to  every  day  by 
planting  all  the  fences  made  or  repaired.  From  feveral  litt!.;  hilta,  which  rile  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it,  extenfive  views  of  the  river  are  commandsd  quite  to  Portutnna  j  btit 
thefe  are  much  eclipfed  by  that  from  the  top  of  the  hill  above  the  flate  quarry.  From 
thence  you  fee  the  river  for  at  leaft  forty  miles,  from  Portumna  to  twenty  miles  beyond 
Limerick.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a  fine  bafon,  two  miles  over,  into  which  three 
great  rivers  lead,  being  the  north  and  fouih  courfe  and  the  bay  of  Skeriff.  The  reaches 
cf  it  one  beyond  another  to  Portumna  are  fine.  At  the  fool  of  the  mountain  Mr.Head's 
demefne  extends  in  a  fliore  of  rich  woodland. 

Oflober  7th,  took  my  leave  of  Mr,  Head,  after  palling  four  days  very  agreeably. 
Through  Killatoe,  over  the  Shannon,  a  very  long  bridge  of  many  arches  j  went  out  of 
the  road  to  fee  a  foil  of  that  river  at  Caftle  Connet,  where  there  is  fuch  an  accompani- 
ment of  wood  as  to  form  a  very  pleafing  fcenery  j  the  river  takes  a  very  rapid  rocky 
courfe  around  a  projedling  rock,  on  which  a  gentleman  has  built  a  fummer-houfe,  and 
formed  a  terrace  :  it  is  a  (Iriking  fpot.  To  Limerick.  Laid  at  Bennis's,  the  firft  ina 
we  had  flept  in  from  Dublin.     God  preferve  us  this  journey  from  another! 

It  is  not  uncommon,  efpecially  in  mountainous  countries,  to  find  objefts  that  much 
deferve  the  attention  of  travellers  entirely  neglefled  by  them.  There  are  a  few  in- 
ftances  of  this  upon  Lord  Kinglborough's  eftate,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mitchelftown; 
the  firft  I  Ihali  mention  is  a  cave  at  Skeheenrinky,  on  the  road  between  Cahir  and  th.it 
place :  the  opening  to  it  is  a  cleft  of  rock  in  a  lime-ftone  hill,  fo  narrow  as  to  be  ditli. 
cult  to  get  into  it.  I  defcended  by  a  ladder  of  about  twenty  fteps,  and  then  found  my- 
felf  in  a  vault  of  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  or  fixty  high  :  a  fmall  hole  on  the  left 
leads  from  this  a  winding  courfe  of  I  believe  not  lefs  than  half  an  Iriih  mile,  exhibiting 
a  variety  that  (Irucfc  me  muijh.  In  fome  places  the  cavity  in  the  rock  is  fo  large,  that 
when  well  lighted  up  by  candles  (not  flambeaux.  Lord  Kinglborough  once  (hewed  it  me 
with  them,  and  we  found  their  fmoke  troublefome)  it  takes  the  appearance  of  a  vaulted 
cathedral,  fupported  by  mafly  columns.  The  walls,  cieling,  floor,  and  pillars,  are  by 
turns  compofed  of  every  fantaftic  form  ;  and  often  of  very  beautiful  incruftations  of 
fpar,  fome  of  which  eiitters  fo  much,  that  il  feems  powdered  with  diamonds  ;  and  in 
others  the  cieling  is  formed  of  that  fort  which  has  fo  near  a  refemblance  to  a  cauli- 
flower. The  fpar  formed  into  columns  by  the  dropping  of  water  has  taken  fome  very 
regular  forms;  but  others  are  different,  folded  in  plaits  of  tight  drapery,  which  hang 
from  their  fupport  in  a  very  pleafing  manner.  The  angles  of  the  walls  feem  fringed 
with  icicles.  One  very  long  branch  of  the  cave,  which  turns  to  the  north,  is  in  fome 
places  fo  narrow  and  low,  that  one  crawls  into  it,  when  it  fuddeniy  breaks  into  large 
vaulted  fpaces,  in  a  thoufand  forms.  The  fpar  in  all  this  cave  is  very  brilliant,  and 
almoft  equ:d  to  Briftol  ftone.  For  feveral  hundred  yards  in  the  larger  branch,  there 
is  a  deep  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  declivity  to  the  right,  which  the  common  people 
call  the  river.  A  part  of  the  way  is  over  afore  of  potter's  clay,  which  moulds  into  any. 
form,  and  is  of  a  brown  colour;  a  very  different  foil  from  any  in  the  neighbouring 
country,  I  have  feen  the  famous  cave  in  the  Peak,  but  think  it  very  much  inferior  to 
this  ;  and  Lord  Kingfborough,  who  has  viewed  the  Grot  d'Aucel  in  Burgundy,  fays 
that  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  it. 

But  the  commanding  region  of  the  Galties  deferves  more  attention.  Thofe  who  are 
fondof  fcenes  in  which  nature  reigns  in  all  her  wild  magnificence,  Ihould  vifit  this  flu- 
pendous  chain.    It  couHfls  of  many  vait  mountains,  thrown  together  in  an  affeaiblage 
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of  the  molt  mterefling  features,  from  boldnefs  and  hdght  of  the  decliviHes,  freedom 
of  outline,  and  variety  of  pans,  filling  a  fpace  of  about  fix  miles  by  three  or  four. 
Galtymore  is  the  highefl  point,  and  rifes  like  the  lord  and  father  of  the  furrounding 
progeny.  From  the  top  you  look  down  upon  a  great  extent  of  mountain,  which  (hdres 
away  from  him  to  the  fouth,  eall,  and  well ;  but  to  the  north  the  ridge  is  almoll  a  per- 
pendicular declivity.  On  that  fide  the  famous  golden  vale  of  Limerick  and  Tipperaiy 
Ipreads  a  rich  level  to  the  eye,  bounded  ~by  (he  mountains  of  Clare,  King's  and  Queen's 
counties,  with  the  courfe  of  the  Shannon,  for  many  miles  below  Umerick.  To  the 
fouth  you  look  over  alternate  ridges  of  mountains,  which  rife  one  beyond  another,  till 
in  a  clear  day  the  eye  meets  the  ocean  near  Dunearvon.  The  mountains  of  Waterford 
and  Knocknialdown  fill  up  the  fpace  to  the  fouth-eaO:.  The  weftern  is  the  mod  exten- 
IWe  view  ;  for  nothing  ftops  the  eye  till  Mangerton  and  Macgilly  Cuddy's  Reeks  point 
out  the  fpot  where  Killarney's  lake  calls  for  a  farther  excurfion.  The  profpefl:  extends 
into  eight  counties,  Cork,  Kerry,  Waterford,  Limerick,  Clare,  Queen's,  Ti^i»aaiy, 
Swing's- 

A  little^to  the  weft  <3f  this  proud  fummit,  below  it  in  a  very  extraordinary  hollow,  is 
<i  circular  lake  of  two  acres',  reported  to  be  unfathomable.  The  defcriptions  which  I 
have  read  of  the  craters  of  exhaufted  volcanoes,  leave  very  little  doubt  of  this  being 
one ;  and  the  conical  regularity  of  the  fummit  of  GaUymore  fpeaks  the  fame  language. 
Ealtof  this  refpe£table  hill,  to  uTe  Sir  William  Hamilton's  language,  is  a  declivity  ofabout 
one  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  there  Caltybeg  rifes  in  a  yet  more  regular  cone,  and  between 
the  two  hills  is  another  lake,  which  from  pofition  feems  to  have  been  once  the  crater 
which  threw  up  Galtybeg,  as  the  firft  mentioned  was  the  origin  of  Galtymore.  Beyond 
the  former  hill  is  a  third  lake,  and  eaft  of  that  another  hill ;  I  was  told  of  a  fourth, 
with  another  correfponding  mountain.  It  is  only  the  mere  fummit  of  thefe  mouiuains 
which  rife  above  the  lakes.  ^Speaking  of  them  below,  they  may  be  faid  to  be  on  the 
tops  of  the  hills  ;  they  are  all  of  them  at  the  bottom  of  an  almoft  regularly  circular 
hollow.  On  the  fide  next  the  mountain  top  are  walls  of  perpendicular  rocks,  in  re> 
gular  ftrata,  and  fome  of  theip  piled  on  each  other,  with  an  appearance  of  art  rather 
than  nature.  In  thefe  rocks  the  eagles,  which  are  feen  in  numbers  on  the  Galties,  have 
their  neCts.  Suppofing  the  mountains  to  be  of  volcanic  origin,  and  thefe  lakes  the  cra- 
ters, of  which  I  have  not  a  doubt ;  they  are  objefls  of  the  greatefl  curiofity,  for  there 
is  an  unufual  regularity  in  every  conBderable  fummit,  having  its  correfponding  crater ; 
but  without  this  ctrcumftance  the  fcenery  is  interelling  in  a  very  grt^t  decree.  The 
mountain  fummits,  which  are  often  wrapped  in  the  clouds,  at  other  times  exhibit  the 
fe-eeft  outline  j  the  immenfe  fcooped  hollows  which  fink  at  your  feet,  declivities  of  fo 
vaft  a  depth  as  to  give  one  terror  to  look  down  ;  with  the  unufual  forms  of  the  lower 
region  of  hills,  particularly  Bull  hill,  and  Round  hill,  each  a  mite  over,  yet  rifing  out 
of  circular  vales,  with  the  regularity  of  femi-globes,  unite  upon  the  whole  to  exhibit  a 
fcenery  to  the  eye,  in  which  the  parts  are  of  a  magnitude  fo  commanding  ;  a  charader 
fo  interefting,  and  a  variety  fo  ftriking,  that  they  well  deferve  to  be  examined  by  every 
curious  traveller. 

Nor  are  thefe  immenfe  outlines  the  whole  of  what  is  to  be  feen  in  this  great  range  of 
mountains.  Every  glen  has  its  beauties;  there  is  a  confidcrable  mountain  river,  or 
rather  torrent,  in  every  one  of  them  j  _  but  the  greateft  are  the  Puncheon,  between  Se. 
iang  and  Galtymore  j  the  Limeftone  river^  between  Galtymore  and  Round  hill,  and 
fhe  Groufe  river,  between  Coolegarranroe,  and  Mr.  O'CalJaghan's  mountain ;  thefe 
prefent  to  the  eye,  for  a  tradl  of  about  three  miles,  every  variety  that  rock,  water,  and 
jnouuuia  can  give,  thrown  into  all  the  fontallic  forms  wtuch  art  may  attempt  in  orna- 
mented 
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mented  grounds,  but  always  fails  in.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  water,  when 
not  difcolbured  by  rain,  its  lucid  tranfparency  fhews,  at  confiderable  depths,  every 
pebble  no  Ijlgger  than  a  pin,  every  rocky  bafon  alive  with  trout  and  eels,  that  play  and  ■ 
dalli  among  the  rocks,  as  if  endowed  with  that  native  vigour  which  animates,  in  a  fupe- 
rior  degree,  every  inhabitant  of  the  mountains,  from  the  bounding  red  deer,  and  the 
foaring  eagle,  down  even  to  the  fiflies  of  the  brook.  Every  five  minutes  you  have  a 
waterrall  in  thefe  glens,  which  in  any  other  region,  would  ftop  every  traveller  to  admire 
ft.  Sometimes  the  vale  takes  a  gentle  declivity,  and  prefents  to  the  eye,  at  one  ftroke, 
twenty  or  thirty  falls,  which  render  the  fcenery  all  alive  with  motion;  the  rocks  are 
toQTed  about  tn  the  wildefl  confufion,  and  the  torrent  burfls  by  turns  from  above, 
beneath,  and  under  them ;  while  the  back  ground  is  always  filled  up  with  the  mounj- 
tains  which  flretch  around. 

In  theweftem  Glen  is  the  fineft  calcade  in  all  the  Galties  ;  there  are  two  falls,  with 
a  bafon  in  the  rock  between,  but  from  fome  points  of  view  they  appear  one ;  the  rock 
over  which  the  water  tumbles  is  about  fixty  feet  high.  A  good  line  in  which  to  view 
thefe  objeQs  is  either  to  take  the  Kiltamey  and  Mallow  road,  to  IV^itchelftown,  and 
from  thence  by  Lord  Kinglborough's  new  one,  to  Skehcenrinky,  there  to  take  one  of 
the  Glens,  to  Galtybeg,  and  Galtymore,  and  return  to  Micchelllown  by  the  WolP* 
track.  Temple  hill,  and  the  Waterfall :  or,  if  the  Cork  road  is  travelling,  to  make 
Dobbin's  inn,  at  Ballyporeen,  the  head  quarters,  and  view  them  from  theiKe. 


Having  heard  much  of  the  beauties  of  a  part  of  the  Queen's  County,  T  had  not 
before  fecn,  I  took  that  line  of  country  in  my  way  on  a  journey  to  Dublin. 

FroraMitchelftown  to  Cafhel,  the  road  leads  as  far  as  Galbally  in  the  route  already 
travelled  from  Cullen;  towards  Cafhel  the  country  is  various.  The  only  objeft  de-  ) 
ferving  attention,  are  the  plantations  of  Thomaftown,  the  feat  of  Francis  Mathew,- 
Efq. ;  they  confift  chiefly  of  hedge-row  trees  in  double  and  treble  rows,  are  well  grown, 
and  of  fuch  extent  as  to  form  an  uncommon  woodland  fcene  in  Ireland.  Found  the- 
widow  Holland's  inn,  at  Cafhel,  clean  and  very  civil.  Take  the  road  to  Uriingford. 
The  rich  fheep paftures,  part  of  the  famous  golden  vale,  reach  between  three  and  four 
miles  from  Camel  to  the  great  bog  by  Botany  Hill,  noted  for  producing  a  greater  va- 
riety  of  plants  than  common.  That  bog  is  fepai^ted  by  only  fniall  trails  of  landj  from 
ihe  firing  of  bogs  which  extend  through  the  Queen's  County,  from  the  great  bog  of 
Allen  ;  it  is  here  of  confiderable  extent,  and  exceedingly  improveable.  Then  enter  a 
low  marfhy  bad  country,  which  grows  worfe  after  pafTmg  the  fixty.fixth  mile  ftone, 
and  fucceflive  bogs  in  it.  Breakfaft  at  Johnftown,  a  regular  village  on  a  flight  eminence,, 
built  by  Mr,  Hayley  j  it  is  near  the  Spaw  of  Ballyfpellin.  Rows  of  trees  are  planted  ; 
but  their  heads  all  cut  off,  I  fuppofe  from  their  not  thriving,  being  planted  too  old.: 
Immediately  on  leaving  thefe  planted  avenues,  enter  a  row  of  eight  or  ten  new  cabins,, 
"at  a  difiance  from  each  other,.which  appear  to  be  a  new  undertaking,  the  land  about 
them  all  pared  and  burnt,  and  the  afhes  in  heaps. 

Enter  a  fine  planted  country,  with  much  corn  and  good  thriving  quick  hedges  for 
many  miles.  The  road  leads  through  a  large  wood,  which  joins  Lord-  Afhbrook's 
plantations,  whofe  houfe  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  more  wood  than  almoft  any  one  I 
have  fecn  in  Ireland.  Pafs  Durrow  ;  the  country  for  two  or  three  miles  continues  all 
mclofed  with  fine  quick  hedges,  is  beautiful,  and  has  fome  refemblance  to  the  beft  parts 
of  Eflex,    Sir  Robert  Staple's,  improvements  join  this  fine.  tra£t ;  they  are  completed 
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in  a  mofl  perfeft  maimer,  the  hedges  well-grown,  cut,  and  in  fuch  excelltist  order, 
that  I  can  fcarcely  beheve  myfelf  to  be  in  Ireland.  Hi»  gates  are  all  of  iron,  Thefe 
fyivan  fcenes  continue  through  other  feats  beautifully  fituated,  amjdft  gentle  declivities 
of  the  fined  verdure,  full  grown  woods,  excellent  hedges,  and  a  pretty  river  winding 
by  the  houfe.  I'he  whole  environs  of  feveral  would  be  admired  in  the  bell  parts  of 
England. 

Crofs  a  great  bog,  within  light  of  Lord  De  Vefcey's  plantations.  The  road  leads 
over  it,  being  drained  for  that  purpofe  by  deep  cuts  on  cither  Hde.  I  fliould  apprehend 
this  bog  to  be  among  the  moft  improveable  in  the  country. 

Slept  at  Ballyroan,  at  an  inn  kept  by  three  animals,  who  call  themfelves  women ;  met 
with  more  impertinence  than  at  any  other  in  Ireland.  It  is  an  execrable  hole  In  three 
or  four  miles  pafs  Sir  John  Pamel's,  prettily  fituated  in  a  neatly  dreffed  lawn,  with 
much  wood  about  it,  and  a  lake  quite  alive  with  wild  fowl. 

Pafs  Monftcreveii,  and  crofs  dire^ly  a  large  bog,  drained  and  partly  improved  ;  but 
all  of  it  bearing  grafe,  and  feems  in  a  Hate  that  might  eafily  be  reduced  to  rich  meadow, 
with  only  a  drelling  of  lime.     Here  I  got  again  into  the  road  I  had  travelled  before. 

1  mull  in  general  remark,  that  from  near  Uriingford  to  Dawfon  Court,  near  Mon- 
ftereven,  which  is  completely  acrofs  the  Queen's  County,  is  a  line  of  above  thirty  Eaglilh 
miles,  and  is  for  that  extent  by  much  tbe  moft  improved  of  any  I  have  feen  in  Ireland. 
It  is  generally  welLpIanted,  has  many  woods,  and  not.  conlilling  of  patches  of  planta- 
tion jull  by  gentlemen's  houfes,  but  fpreading  over  the  whole"  face  of  the  country,  fo  as 
to  give  it  the  richnefs  of  an  Englifli  woodland  fcene.  What  a  country  would  Ireland 
be,  had  the  inhabitants  of  the  refl  of  it  improved  the  whole  like  this ! 


PART  II. 
SECTION  I.-So//,  Face  of  the  Country^  and  Climate. 

TO  judge  of  Ireland  by  the  converfation  one  fometimeg  hears  in  England,  it  would 
be  fuppofed  that  one  half  of  it  was  covered  with  bogs,  and  the  other  with  mountains 
filled  with  Irifli  ready  to  fly  at  the  fight  of  a  civilized  being.  There  are  people  who  will 
fmile  when  they  hear  that,  in  proportion  to  the  fizeof  the  two  countries,  Ireland  is  more 
cultivated  than  England,  having  much  lefs  wafte  land  of  all  forts.  Of  uncultivated 
mountains  there  are  no  fuch  tracts  as  are  found  in  our  four  northern  counties,  and  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkfliire,  with  the  eaftern  line  of  Lancafte^,  nearly  down  to  the  Peak 
of  Derby,  which  form  an  extent  of  above  a  hundred  miles  of  wade.  The  mod  con- 
fiderable  of  this  fort  in  Ireland  are  in  Kerry,  Galway,  and  Mayo,  and  fome  in  Sligo  and 
Donnegal.  But  all  thefe  together  will  not  make  the  quantity  we  have  in  the  four 
northern  counties  ;  the  vallies  in  the  Irifii  mountains  are  alfo  more  inhabited,  I  think, 
than  thofe  of  England,  except  where  there  are  mines,  and  confequently  fome  fort  of 
cultivation  creeping  up  the  fides.  Natural  fertility,  acre  for  acre  over  the  two  king- 
doms, is  certainly  in  favour  of  Ireland ;  of  this  I  believe  there  can  fcarcely  be  a  doubt 
entertained,  when  it  is  confidered  that  fome  of  the  more  beautiful,  and  even  bed  cu^t^- 
vated  counties  in' England,  owe  almod  every  thing  to  the  capital  art  and  induftry  of 
the  inhabitants. 

The  circumftance  which  drikes  me  as  the  greateft  fmgularity  of  Ireland,  is  the  rocki- 

Cefs  of  the  foil,  which  fliould  leem  at  fird  fight  againd  that  degree  of  fertility ;  but  the 
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contrary  is  tlie  f»£t.  Stofift  is  fo  general,  that  I  have  great  rettfon  to  betleT^  the  wholi 
ifland  ia  one  vail  rock  of  different  ftrata  and  kinds  rifing  out  of  the  fea.  I  have  rarely 
heard  of  any  great  depths  being  funk  \ritheut  meedng  vith  it.  In  general  it  appears 
on  the  fur^ce  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  flatted  and  mod  fertile  parts,  as  Li- 
merick, Upperary,  and  Meath,  have  it  at  no  great  depth,  almoft  as  much  as  the  more 
barren  ones.  May  we  not  recognize  in  this  the  hand  of  bounteous  Providence,  which  hafl 
gfven,  pertiaps  the  mod  ffioney  foil  in  Europe  to  the  moifteft  climate  in  it  ?  If  as  much 
rain  fell  upon  the  days  of  England  (a  fcnl  very  rarely  met  with  in  Ireland,  and  never 
without  much  done)  as  falls  upon  the  rocks  of  her  l!der  ifland,  thofe  lands  could  not ' 
he  cultivated.  But  Hie  rocks  are  here  eloathed  with  Verdure ;  thofe  of  time-ftone  with 
only  a  thin  covering  of  mould,  have  the  fofted  and  mod  beautiful  tilrf  imaginable. 

Of  the  great  advantages  refulting  from  the  general  plenty  of  lime-done  and  lime* 
ftone  gravel,  and  the  nature  of  die  bogs,  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  particu- 
bffly  Iwreafter. 

"Ilie  rocfcineb  of  the  foil  hi  Ireland  is  fo  univerfal,  that  it  predominates  in  every  fort. 
One  cannot  ufe  witli  propriety  the  terms  clay,  loam,  &nd,  &c.  It  mud  be  2.ftmey  cUy,  i 
jfewjf  loam,  a  ^avelly  fattd.  Clay,  efpecially  the  yellow,  is  much  talked  of  in  Irrfahd, 
but  it  h  for  want  of  proper  difcrimination.  I  have  once  or  twice  feen  almod  &  pure  clay 
upon  the  furface,  but  it  is  extremely  rare.  The  true  yellow  ck^  is  ufually  found 
In  athin  dratum  under  the  furface  mould,  and  over  a  rock ;  harfii,  tenacious,  ftoney^ 
ftrong  loams,  difficult  to  work,  are  not  uncommon }  but  they  are  quite  different  from 
Englifli  clays. 

Friable  fandy  loams,  dry  but  fertile,  are  very  common,  and  they  form  the  bed  foil^ 
m  the  kingdom  for  tillage  and  fheep.  Tipperary  and  Rofcommon  abound  par- 
iieularly  in  them.  The  mod  fertile  of  all,  are  the  bullock  paflures  of  Limerick,  and 
(he  banks  of  the  Shannon  in  Cbre,  called  the  Corcajfes,  lliefe  are  a  iheUow,  putrid, 
finable  loam. 

Sand  which  is  fo  common  in  England,  and  yet  more  common  thrtiugb  Spain,  France, 
Germany,  and  Poland,  quite  from  Gibraltar  to  Peteriburgh,  is  no  where  met  with  in 
Ireland,  except  for  narrow  flips  of  hillocks,  upon  the  fea  ccKid.  Nof  did  I  ever  meet 
with,  or  hear  of  a  chalkey  foil. 

The  bogs,  of  which  foreigners  have  heard  fo  much,  are  veiy  extenfive  in  Irelahd ; 
that  of  Allen  extends  eighty  mites,  and  is  computed  to  contain  three  himdred  thoutod 
acres.  There  are  others  alfo,  very  extenfive,  and  fmaller  ones  fbattered  over  the  whol^ 
kiuRdom ;  but  thefe  are  not  in  general  more  than:  are  wanted  for  fuel.  When  I  <iome 
to  fpeak  of  the  improvement  of  wafle  lands,  I  fliall  defcribe  thenl  patticiilarly. 

Befides  the  great  fei'tility  of  the  foil,  there  are  other  drcumdances  which  come 
within  my  fphere  to  mention.  Few  countries  cm  be  better  watered,  by  large  and  beaut* 
fill  rivers  >  and  It  is  remarkable,  that  by  much '  the  fined  parts  of  the  kingdom  are 
ton  the  banks  of  thefe  rivers.  Witaefs  the  Sure,  Blakwater,  the  Liffy,  the  Boyne,  the 
IfTore,  the  Barrow,  and  part  of  the  Shannon,  they  wafli  a  fcenery  that  can  hardly  be  ex* 
deeded*  From  the  rockmefs  of  the  country,  however,  there  are  few  of  them  that  have 
not  obdru^lions,  which  are  great  impediment^  to  inland  navigadon.  '    " 

The  mountains  of  Ireland  give  to  travelling  that  Intereding  variety^  which  a  flat 
country  can  never  abound  with.  And  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  not  in  fuch  number 
OB  to  confer  the  ufual  charafter  of  poverty,  which  attends  them.  I  was  either  upon  or 
Very  near  the  mod  confiderable  in  the  kingdom.  Mangerton,  and  the  Reeks,  in  Kerry  \ 
theGaltiesin  Coike^  thoTeofMburnein  Down;  Crow  Patrick,  andNephin  in  Mayo, 
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thefe  are  the  prindpal  in  Ireland,  and  they  are  of  a  cbara£ler»  in  hmgjat  abd  fublimitj, 
wliich  fliould  render  them  the  obje&  of  every  traveller's  attention. 

Relative  to  the  climate  of  Ireland,  a  fliortrendeoce  cannot  enable  a  man  to  fpeak  much 
from  his  own  experience ;  the  obfervations  I  have  made  myfelf  confirm  the  idea  of  its 
b&ng  vadly  wettertthan  England  ;  from  the  '20th  of  June  to  the  20th  of  Odober,  I  k^it 
a  regifler,  and  there  were,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  days,  feventy-hve  of  rain,  and 
very  many.of  them  inceflant  and  heavy.  I  have  examined  fimilar  rcgiflers  I  kept  in 
England,  and  can  find  no  year  that  even  approaches  to  fuch  a  moillure  as  this.  But  there 
is  a  reeiller  of  an  accurate  diary  publifhed,  which  compares  London  and  Corke.  The 
refult  IS,  that  the  quantity  at  the  latter  place  was  double  to  that  at  London.  See  Smii&'s 
Biji.  of  Corke. 

.  From  the  information  I  received,  I  have  reafoa  to  believe,  that  the  rainy  fealon  fetsia 
ufually  about  the  firfl  of  July,  and  continues  very  wet  till  September  or  Uftbber,  when 
there  is  ufually  a  dry  fine  feafon  of  a  month  or  fix  weeks.  I  reuded  in  the  county  pf  Corke, 
&c.  from  OAoberdll  March,  and  found  the  winter  much  more  foft  and  mild^  than  ever 
I  ex[)erienced  one  in  England.  I  was  alfo  a  whole  fummer  there  (1778),  and  it  is  faie 
to  mention,  that  it  was  as  fine  a  one  as  ever  I  knew  tn  England,  though  by  no  means 
to  hot.  I  think  hardly  fo  wet  as  very  many  I  have  known  in  England.  The  xa^  of 
the  Galty  mountains  exhibited  the  only  fnow  we  faw;  and  as  to  frolls,  they  were  fo 
flight  and  rare  that  I  believe  myrtles,  and  yet  tenderer  plants,  would  have  furvived 
without  any  covering.  But  when  I  lay  that  the  winter  was  not  remarkable  for  being; 
Wet,  I  do  not  mean  that  we  had  a  dry  atmofphere.  The  inches  of  rain  which  h\\  m 
the  winter  I  fpeak  of,  would  not  mark  the  motfture  of  the  climate,  ^s  many  inches 
will  fail  in  a  Angle  tropical  fhower,  as  in  a  whole  year  in  England.  See  MltchePt  Prt* 
Jtnt  State  of  Great  Britain  and  North  America.  But  if  the  clouds  prefently  difperfe,  and 
a  bright  fun  fliines,  the  ur  may  foon  be  dry.  The  word  circumflance  of  the  climate 
of  Ireland,  is  the  conflant  moiliure  without  rain.  Wet  a  piece  of  leather,  and  lay  it  in 
a  room'  where  there  is  neither  fun  nor  fire,  and  it  will  not  in  fummer  even  be  dry  in  a 
inonth.  I  have  known  gentlemen  in  Ireland  deny  their  climate  being  moiQer  thai^ 
England,  but  if  they  have  eyes  let  them  open  them,  and  fee  the  verdure  that  cloatbes 
their  rocks,  and  compare  it  with  ours  in  England  — where  rocky  foils  are  of  a  ruflet 
brown  however  fweet  the  food  for  flieep.  Uoes  not  their  ifland  lie. more  expofed  to 
the  great  Atlantic ;  and  does  not  the  weft  wind  blow  three  fourths  9f  a  year  f  If  there 
was  another  ifland  yet  more  weftward,  would  not  the  climate  of  Ireland  be  improved? 
Such  perfons  fpeak  equally  againfl  h&,  reafon,  and  philofophy.  lliat  the  moifture 
of  a  chmate  does  not  depend  on  the  quantity  of  rain  that  falls,  but  on  the  powers  o£ 
aerial  evaporation.  Dr.  Dobfon  has  clearly  proved.  Pbil,  Trmf.  vol.  Ixvii.  part  i. 
p.  344- 

Opprejion. 

BEFORE  I  conclude  this  article  of  the  common  labouring  poor,  in  Ireland,  I  mud 
fiblerve,  that  their  happinefs  depends  not  merely  upon  the  payment  of  their  labour,^ 
their  cloaths,  or  their  food  }  the  fubordination  of  the  lower  clafles,  degenerating  into 
Qppreflion,  is  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  poor  in  alt  countries,  and  under  alt  govern- 
ments,  are  both  paid  and  fed,  yet  there  is  an  infinite  difference  between  them  in  diffe- 
rent ones.  This  inquiry  will  by  no  means  turn  out  lb  favourable  as  the  preceding 
articles.  It  muft  be  very  apparent  to  every  traveller  through  that  country,  that  the 
labouring  poor  are  treated  with  harlboefs,  and  are  in  all  re^eUs  fo  Jiiila  coo{ide.-ed, 
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tbst  thor  vant  of  importance  feems  a  perfe£h  contrail  to  their  fituatton  in  England,  of 
which  country,  comparatively  fpeaking,  they  reign  the  foverdgns.  The  age  has  im- 
proved fo  much  in  humanity,  that  even  the  poor  In(h  have  experienced  its  influence,  and 
are  every  day  treated  better  and  better ;  but  fUlt  the  remnant  of  the  old  manners,  the 
abominable  diftinftion  of  religion,  united  with  the  oppreflive  condufl  of  the  little 
country  gentlemen,  or  rather  vermin  of  the  kingdom,  who  never  were  out  of  it,  alto- 
gether bear  ftill  very  heavy  on  the  poor  people,  and  fubjeft  them  to  fituations  more 
mortifying  than  we  ever  behold  in  England.  The  landlord  of  an  Irifti  eftate,  inhabited 
by  Roman  Catholics,  is  a  fort  of  defpot  who  yields  obedience,  in  whatever  concerns  the 
poor,  ID  no  law  but  that  of  his  will.  To  difcovcr  what  the  liberty  of  the  people  is,  we 
muft  live  among  them,  and  not  look  for  it  in  the  ftatutes  of  the  realm :  the  language 
of  written  law  may  be  that  of  liberty,  but  the  (ituation  of  the  poor  m^  fpeak  no  lan- 
guage but  that  of  Havery ;  there  is  too  much  of  this  contradidion  in  Ireland ;  a  long 
feries  of  oppreflions,  aided  by  many  very  iil-judged  laws,  have  brought  landlords  into 
&  habit  of  eserting  a  very  lofly  fuperiority,  and  their  vaffals  into  that  of  an  almoft 
tinlimited  fubmiflion  :  fpeaking  a  language  that  is  defpifed,  profefling  a  religion  that 
is  abhorred,  and  being  difarmed,  the  poor  find  themfelves  in  many  cafes  flaves  even  in 
the  bofom  of  written  Uberty.  Landlords  that  have  refided  much  abroad  are  ufually 
humane  in  their  ideas,  but  the  habit  'of  tyranny  naturally  contrafts  the  mind,  fo  that 
even  in  this  polilhed  age  there  are  inflances  of  a  fevere  carriage  towards  the  poor,  which 
is  quite  unknown  in  England. 

A  landlord  in  Ireland  can,fcarcely  invent  an  order  which  a  fervanf,  labourer,  or  cottar 
dares  to  refufe  to  execute.  Nothing  faiisfies  him  but  an  unlimited  fubmiflion.  Dif- 
refped,  or  any  thing  tending  towards  faucinefs,  he  may  punifh  with  his  cane  or  his  horfe- 
whip  with  the  moil  perfe^  fecurity,  a  poor  man  would  have  his  bones  broke,  if  hcf 
offered  to  lift  his  hands  in  his  own  defence.  Knocking>down  is  fpoken  of  in  the  country 
ki  a  manner  that  makes  an  Englifliman  ftare.  Landlords  of  confequence  have  aflured 
me  that  many  of  their  cottars  would  think  themfelves  honoured  by  having  their  wivei 
and  daughters  fent  for  to  the  bed  of  their  mafter ;  a  mark  of  flavery  that  proves  the  op-  . 
preCion  under  which  fuch  people  muft  live.  Nay,  I  have  heard  anecdotes  of  the  liVes 
of  people  being  made  free  with  without  any  apprehenfionof  thejufticeofajury.  But  let 
it  not  be  im;igined  that  this  is  common  ;  formerly  it  happened  every  day,  but  law  gains 
ground.  It  mud:  ftrike  the  molt  carelefs  traVelle*  to  fee  whole  urings  of  ears  whip e 
into  a  ditch  by  a  gentleman's  footman  to  make  way  for  his  carriage  ;  if  they  are  over- 
turned or  broken  in  pieces,  no  matter,  it  is  taken  in  patience ;  were  they  to  complain 
they  would  perhaps  be  horfe-whipped.  The  execution  of  the  laws  lies,  very  much  in 
the  hands  of  juftices  of  the  peace,  many  of  whom  are  drawn  from  the  moft  illiberal 
tiafs  in  the  kingdom.  If  a  poor  man  lodges  a  complaint  againit  a  gentleman,  or  atiy 
animal  that  choofes  to  call  itfelf  a  gentleman,  and  the  juflice  tlTues  out  a  fummons  for 
his  appearance,  it  is  a  fixed  aflVont,  and  he  will  infallibly  be  calied  out.  Where  man- 
ners are  in  confpiracy  againft  law,  to  whom  are  the  oppreffed  people  to_.have  recourfe  ? 
It  is  a  fad,  that  a  poor  man  having  a  conted  with  a  gentleman  muft-^'but  I  am  talking 
nonlenfe,  they  know  their  fituation  too  well  to  think  of  it ;  th«y  c^n  have  no  defence 
but  by  means  of  prote^on  from  one  gentleman  againft  another,  who  probably  proteds 
his  vafTaJ  as  he  would  the  (heep  he  intends  to  eat. 

The  colours  of  this  pifture  are  not  charged.     To  aflert  that  all  thefe  cafes  are  com- 
mon, would  be  an  exaggeration,  but  to  fay  that  an  unfeeling  landlord  will  do  all  this' 
with  impunity  is  to  keep  ftriftly  to  truth :  and  what  is  liberty  but  a  farce  and  a  jeft,'  if  - 
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its  bleffings  are  received  a&  the  favour  of  kindncfs  arid  humanity,  I'nAead  of  bong  th« 
Inheritance  of  Right  P 

ConfequeQces  firave  flowed  from  thefe  of^elTions  which  ought  long  ago  (o  have  put 
a  flop  to  them.  In  Eogtand  we  have  heard  much  of  White-boys,  Steel-boys,  OaL-boys^ 
Peep-of-day-bo^,  &c.  But  thefe  various  infurgents  are  not  tp  be  confounded,  for  they 
are  very  different.  The  proper  diftinition  in  the  difcontente  of  the  people  is  into  Pro- 
teftant  and  Catholic.  All  but  the  White-boys  were  among  the  manufaduring  Protef* 
tants  in  the  north.  The  White-boys  Catholic  labourers  in  the  fouth  :  froin  the  heft 
intelligence  I  could  gain,  the  riots  of  the  manufacturers  had  no  other  fouodaiioa 
but  fuch  variauons  in  the  manufa^ure  as  all  fabrics  experience,  and  which  they  had 
themfelves  known  and  fubnutted  to  before.  The  cafe,  however,  was  different  with 
the  White-boys ;  who  bdng  labouring  Catholics  met  with  all  thofe  oppreilions  I  have 
defcribed,  and  would  probably  have  continued  in  full  fubmiffion  had  not  very  fevere 
treatment  in  refpe£t  of  tythes,  united  with  a  great  fpeculative  rife  of  rent  about  the  fame 
time,  blown  up  the  flame  of  refinance ;  the  atrocious  a£te  they  were  guilty  of  made 
them  the  objeft  of  general  indignation,  zOls  were  pafled  &}r  their  puniQiment  which 
Jeemed  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Barbary ;  this  arofe  to  fuch  a  height  that  by  one 
they  were  to  be  hanged  under  circumftances  without  the  common  formalities  of  a  trial, 
which,  though  repealed  the  following  feflioQ,  marks  the  fpirit  of  puaifhment ;  while 
others  femain  yet  the  li|w  of  the  land,  that  would  if  executed  tend  more  to  raife  »han 
quell  an  infurredion.  From  all  which  it  is  raanifeA:  that  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
-  never  thought  of  a  radical  cure  from  overlooking  the  real  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  which 
in  h£t  lay  m  themfelves,  and  not  in  the  wretches  they  doomed  to  the  gallows.  Let 
them  change  their  own  condu^  entirely,  and  the  poor  will  not  long  riot.  Treat  thent 
Hks  men  who  ought  to  be  as  firee  as  yourfelves :  put  an  end  to  that  fyftem  of  religious 
perfecution  which  for  feventy  years  has  divided  the  kingdom  againlt  iuelf ;  in  thele  two 
(;ircumftances  lies  the  cure  of  mfurre^on,  perform  them  completdy,  and  you  mil  have 
an  affe^onate  poor,  inftead  of  oppreffed  and  difcontented  vaflals. 

A  better  treatment  of  the  poor  in  Ireland  is  a  very  material  point  of  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  Britiih  Empire.  Events  may  happen  which  may  convince  us  fatally  of -thu 
VMih}  if  not,  oppreffion  muft  have  broken  all  the  fpirit  iuid  relentment  of  men.  Bj 
Vbat  policy  the  government  of  England  can  for  fo  many  years  have  permitted  fuch  aa 
^ftund  fy mm  to  be  matured  in  IreJaid,  is  beyond  the  power  of  plain  fenfe  to  difcover* 

Emgratimi. 

BEFORE  the  American  war  broke  out,  the  Irifii  and  Scotch  emigrations  were  a  con- 
'  ftant  fubjefl  of  converfation  in  England,  and  occafioned  much  difcourfe  even  in  parlia- 
Vient.  The  common  obferyaUon  was,  that  if  they  were  not  (lopped,  thofe  countries  would 
be  tinned,  and  they  were  generally  attributed  to  a  great  rife  of  rents.  Upon  going  over  to 
Ireland  I  determine  to  omit  no  opportimities  of  difcovering  the  caufe  and  extent  of 
tjbis  emigration,  and  my  information,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  minutes  of  the  joumey, 
Tas  very  regular.    X  have  only  a  few  general  remarks  to  make  on  it  here. 

The  fpirit  of  emigrating  in  Ireland  appeared  to  be  con6iied  to  two  circumflances,  the 
prefbyterran  religion,  and  the  linen  manufadure.  I  heard  c^  very  few  emigrants  except 
unong  maottiaSurers  of  that  perfuaifion. '  The  Catholics  never  went,  they  feem  not 
-fjoly  tied  to  the  country  but  almoft  to  the  pariih  in  which  their  anceftors  lived.  As  ta 
die  emigcatioa  ia  t[te  ooxtb  it,  was  an  error  in  England  to  fuppofe  it  a  novelty  which 
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ta>o(&  vAth  rbe  inacaTe  in  rents.  The  contraiy  vas  the  &^  h  had  fubGiled  perhaps 
forty  years,  infomuch  that  at  the  ports  of  BeUaft,  Derry,  &c.  the  pajenger  tradet  as 
'  4hey  called  it,  had 'IcHig  been  a  regular  branch  of  coimDerce,  «luch.empkj]r«i  feveral 
fhips,  aitd  confifled  in  carrying  peqpte  to  America.  Tlie  increafinf;  population  of  the 
country  made  it  an  increafing  trade,  but  when  the  linen  trade  was  low,  the  pa^h^er 
trade  was  always  high*  At  the  time  of  Lord  Donnegall's  letting  his  edate  in  the  north 
the  linen  bufinefs  fuffered  a  temporary  decline,  which  f«U  great  numbers  to  America^ 
and  gave  rife  to  the  error  that  it  was  occaBoned  by  the.inci^e  of  bis  rents :  the  hSt, 
however,  was  otho^rife,  for  great  numbers  of  thofe  who  went  from  bis  lands  adualiy 
fold  thofe  leafes  for  confiderable  fums,  the  hardfliip  of  which  was  fuppoled  to  have  driven 
them  to  America.  Some  nnigratiai^  therefore,  always  exifted,  and  its  iocreafe  depend- 
ed on  the  fluOuations  of  linen ;  but  as  to'  the  efftH  there  was  aa.  much  ern»'  in  the 
coDclufions  drawn  in  England  as  before  in  the  cat^. 

Iris  the  misfortwie  of  all  manufaftures  worked  for  a  foragn.market  to  be  upon  an 
Iniecure  footing,  periods  of  declenfion  will  come,  and  when  in  confequence  of  them 
great  numbers  of  people  are  out  of  employment,  the  beft  circumilance  is  their  enCt 
Kng  in  the  army  or  navy  \  and  it  is  the  common  refult;  but  tinfortunatdy  the-manu- 
£i£lure  in  Ireland  (of  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  hereafter^  is  not  conSqed 
as  it  ought  to  be  to  towns,  but  fpreads  into  all  cabins  of  the  country.  Being  half  famieis, 
half  manufa^urers,  they  have  too  much  property  in  cattle,  &c.  to  enlift  when  idle;  if 
they  convert  it  into  caih  it  will  enat^  them  to  p^  tbeir  paflage  to  America,  an  alternative- 
always  chofen  in  preference  to  the  military  life.  The  confequence  is,  that  they  muft  live 
without  work  till  their  fubllance  is  quite  conTumed  before  they  wilf  enKft.  Men  who 
are  in  fuch  a  Htuation  that  from  various  caufes  they  cannot  work,  and  won't  enlift^ 
&ould  emigrate,  if  they  ftay  at  home  they  muit  remain  a  burthen  upon  the  community  f- 
emigration  fiiould  not,  therefore,  he  condemned  in  ftates  lb  ill  governed  as  to  pofieb 
many  people  willing  to  work,  but  without  eropk^ment;. 

SECTION  l\.—Roads—Caru    ' 

FOR  a  country,  fo  very  isx  behind  us  as  Irdand,  to  have  got  fuddenly  15  much  the 
ftart  of  us  in  the  article  olF  roads,  is  a  fpe^cle  that  cannot  UA  to  ftrike  the  £ngli(h 
traveller  exceedingly.  But  ^om  this  commendation  the  turnpikes  in  gwenl^  muft  ba 
excluded,  they  are  as  bad  as  the  bye-roads  are  admirable.  ~\x  is  a  common  comptaint>„ 
tbat  the  tolls  of  the  turnpikes  are  fo  many  jobs,  and  the  roadfAeft  in  a  lUte  that  difgrace 
the  kingdom. 

The  following  is  the  fyltem  on  which  the  cro&'roads  are  made.  Anyperfon,  willnng 
to  nudie  or  mend  a  road,  has  it  meafiired  by  two  perfons,  who  fwear'to  the  n%aliA'«- 
ment  before  a  jullice  of  the  peace.  It  is  defcribed  as  leading  from  one  market>town 
to  another  (it  matters  not  in  what  diredfon),  that  it  will  be  a  public  good*  and  that  it 
wilt  require  fuch  a  fum  per  perch  of  twenty-one  feet,  to  make  or  repair  the  fame  ;  a 
certificate  to  this  purpofe-  (of  which  printed  forms  are  fold),  with  the  blanks  filled  up,  is 
figned  by  the  meafurers,  and  alfo  by  two]  perfons  called  ovHfeers,  one  of  whom  is 
uuially  the  perfon  applying  for  the  road,  the  other  the  labourer  he  intends  to  employ  as- 
an  overfeer  of  the  work,  which  overfeer  fwears  alfo  before  the'juftiCe  the  truth  tA'xYa 
valuarioo.  The  certificate,  thus  prepared,  is  given  by  airy  perfon  to  fome  one  of  thtf 
grand  jury,  at  either  of  the  affizes,  but  uiually  in  the  fpring.  When  all  the  common 
bufinels  of  trials  is  over,  the  jury  meets  on  tbat  of  roads ;  the  cluurman  r«id«  tba 
certificates,  and  they  are  all  put  to  die  vote,  whether  to  be  ^«ted  or  not.    If  re- 
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■jcfled,  they  are  torn  in  pieces  and  n^  further  notice  taken ;  if  graotfti,  they  are  put-  <m 
the  file. 

Xhis  vote  of  approbation,  widiout  any  fanher  form,  enables  the  perfon  who  applied 
for  the  prefentmeot  immediatdy  to  conllrud  or.  repair  the  road  in  queflion,  which  he 
mud  do  at  his  own  expence  ;  he  tnull  fiaifh  it  by  the  following  ailizes,  when  he  is  to 
fend  a  certificate  of  his  having  expended  the  money  purfuant  to  the  application ;  this 
-certificate  is  ■  ftgned  by  the  foreman,  who  alfo  figns  an  order  on  the  treafurer  of  the 
county  to  pay  him,  which  is  done  immediately.  In  tike  manner  are  bridges,  houfes  of 
(orre^on,  gaols,  &c.  &c.  built  and  repaired.  If  a  bridge  over  a  river  wMch  partf 
ilvro  counties,  half  is  done  by  one  and  the  other  half  by  the  other  county. 

The  expence  of'  thele  worlu  is  raifed  by  a  tax  on  the  lands,  paid  by  the  tenant ;  ia 
fome  counties  it  is  acreable,  but  in  others  it  is  on  the  plough  land,  and  as  no  two  plough 
lands  are  of  the  fame  fize  is  a  very  unequal  tax.  In  the  county  of  Meath  it  isacreable, 
and  amounts  to  one  fhilling  per  acre,  being  the  higheft  in  Ireland  ;  but  in  general  it  is 
iroai  three-pence  to  fiKpence  per  acre,  amd  amounts  of  late  years  through  the  whole 
•kii^dom  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thouland  pounds  a-year.  , 

The  juries  will  very  rarely  grant  a  prefentment  for  a  road  which  amounts  to  above 
£fty  pounds,  or  for  more  than  fix  or  feven  (hillings  a  perch,  fo  that  if  a  perfon  wants 
more  to  be  made  than  fuch  a  fum  wilt  do,  he  divides  it  into  two  or  three  different  mea< 
furements  or  prefentments.  By  the  a£t  of  parliament .  all  prefentment-roads  muft  be 
twenty-one  feet  wide  at  lead  from  feiKe  to  fence,  and  fourteen  Teet  of  it  formed  with 
Aone  or  gravel. 

As  the  power  of  the  grand  jury  extends  in  this  manner  to  the  cutting  new  roads 
where  none  ever  were  before,  as  well  as  to  the  repairing  and  widening  old  ones,  ex- 
clufive,  however,  of  parks,  gardens,  &c.  it  was  nece0ary  to  put  a  reftridion  agaJnfl  the 
wanton  expence  of  it.  Any  prefentment  may  be  traverfed  that  is  oppofed,  by  denying 
the  allegations  of  the  certificate;  this  is  fure  of  delaying  it  unlil  another  aflizes,  and  in 
the  mean  time  perfons  are  appointed  to  view  the  line  of  road  demanded,  andreport  go 
the  neceflity  or  hardship  of  the  cafe.  The  payment  of  the  money  may  alfo  be  traverfed 
after  the  certificate  of  its  being  lud  out ;  for  if  any  perfon  views  and  finds  it  a  manifefl 
Hnpofition  and  job,  he  has  tliat  power  to  delay  payment  until  the  caufe  is  cleared  up 
and  proved.  But  this  traverfe  is  not  common.  Any  perJbns  are  eligible  for  afking 
prefentments  ;  but  it  is  ufually  done  only  by  refident  gentlemen,  agents,  clergy,  or  re< 
Ipcdable  tenantry.  It  follows  necefTarily,  that  every  perfon  is  defirous  of  making  the 
roads  leading  to  his  own  houfe,  and  that  private  interelt  alone  is  coitiidercd  in  it,  wluch 
I  have  heard  objected  to  the  meafure ;  but  this  I  mull  own  appears  to  me  the  great 
merit  of  it.  '  Whenever  individuals  a£t  for  the  public  alone,  the  public  is  very  tadly 
{erVed  ;  but  when  the  purfuit  of  their  own  intereft  is  the  way  to  benefit  the  public,  then 
is  -the  public  good  fure  to  be  promoted  ;  fuch  is  the  cafe  of  prefentment  of  roads  :  for 
a  few  years  the  good  roads  were  all  found  leading  from  houfes  like  rays  from  a  center, 
with  a  furrounding  fpace,  without  any  communication;  but  every  year  brought  the 
remedy,  until  in  a  fhort  time,  thofe  rays  pointing  from  Co  many  centers  met,  and  then 
the  communication  was  complete.  The  original  ad  palTed  but  feventeen  years  ago,  and 
the  effed  -c^  it  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  is  fo  great,  that  I  found  it  perfedly  pradicabte, 
to  travel  upon  wheels  by  a.map ;  I  will  go  here  \  I  wiJl  go  there  ;  I  could  trace  a.rouie 
upon  paper  as  wild  as  fancy  could  diflate,  and  every  where  I  found  beautiful  roads  with- 
fiut  break  or  hindratipe,  to  enable  me  to  realize  my  defign.  What  a  6gure  would  ^ 
perfon  make  in  England,  who  fhould  attempt  to  move  in  that  manner,  where  the  roads,. 
.as  Pf.  B.um  has  well  obfervet^  are  almoit  in  as  bad  a  date  as  in  the  time  of  Philip  and 
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iJlvry*  Tn  a  few  years  there  will  oot  be  a  piece  of  bad  road  except  tiirn|»kes  in  All  Ir» 
land.  The  money  raifed  for  this  6rft  and  mod  important  of  alt  national  purpofes,  is 
expended  amotig  the  people  who  pay  it,  employs  themfelves  and  their  teams,  encourages 
their  agriculture,  and  foetlitates  fo  greatly  ihe  improvement  of  wafte  lands,  that  it  ought 
always  to  be  conlidered  as  ,the  firll  Hep  to  any  undertaking  of  that  fort. 

At  Bril,  roads,  in  common  with  bridges,  were  paid  out  of  the  general  treafure  of  the 
county,  but  by  a  fubrequent  z&  the  road  tax  is  now  on  baronies ;  each  barony  pays 
for  its  own  roads.  By  another  a^  juries  were  enabled  to  grant  prefentments  of  narrow 
mountain  roads,  at  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence  a  perch.    By  another,  they  were  em- 

g>wered  to  grant  prefentments  of  footpaths,  by  the  fide  of  roads,  to  one  (billing  a  perctn 
y  a  very  late  aft,  they  are  alfo  enabled  to  conlraft  at  three-halfpence  per  perch  per 
annum  from  the  firll  making  of  a  road,  for  keeping  it  in*  repair,  which  b^ore  could  not 
be  done  without  a  frcfh  prefentment.  Arthur  King,  Efq.  of  Montva,  whofe  agriculture 
is  defcribed  in  the  preceding  minutes,  and  who  at  that  lime  reprefented  .the  county  of 
Galway,  was  the  worthy  citizen  whofirft  brought  tlus excellent  meafitre  into  parliament: 
Ireland,  and  every  traveller  that  ever  vHks  it  ought,  to  the  lateft  time,  to  revere  tbs 
ntemOry  of  fuch  a  diltinguifhed  benefador  to  the  public.  Bdbre  that  time  the  roads, 
like  thofe  of  England,  remained  impafTable,  under  the  miferable. police  of  the  fix  days' 
labour.  Similar  good  eSeEts  would  here  Sow  from  adopting  the  meafure,  which  would 
eafe  the  kingdom  of  a  g.eat  burthen  in  its  public  eSeft  abfolutely  contemptible^  and< 
the  tax  here,  as  in  Ireland,  ought  to  be  fo  laid,,  as  to  be  boroe  by  the  tenant,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is  at  prefent  to  repair. 

Upon  the  imperfections  of  the  Irifh  fyftem  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  juries  (hould, 
in  fome  cafes,  be  more  ready  than  they  are  to  grant  thefe  prefentments.  In  general^ 
they  are  extremely  libera),  but  fometimes  they  take  fiUy  freaks  of  giving  none,  or  very 
few.  Experience  having  prove.l,  from  the  general  goodnefs  of.  the  roads,  that  abufes 
cannot  be  very  great,  they  fhould  go  on  with  ffwrii  to  perfeft  the  great  work  through- 
out the  kingdom ;  and.  as  a  check  upon  thofe  who  lay  out  the  money,  it  might  perhaps 
be  advifeable  to  print  county  maps  of  the  prefentment  roads,  with  correfponding  lifts 
and  tables  of  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  have  obtained  prefcntmentE,  the  fusis.  they 
received,  and  for  wTiat  roads.  '  'Ihefe  fliould  lie  given  freely  by  the  jaryfnen,  to  ail  their 
acquaintance,  that  every  man  might  know,  to  whofe  careleflnefs  or  jobbing  the  public 
was  indebted  iiurbad  roaids,  when  they  bad  paid  for  good  ones..  Such  a  praflice  would 
certainly  deter  many. 

At  eiefen  million  forty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fbrty-two  9,cres  in  the  kingr 
dom,  i40,oooi  a  yrar  amounts  to  jufl  three-pence  an  acre  for  the  whole  territory:  a  ' 
wry  miiAg  tax  for  fuch  an  improvement,  and  which  alm.ofl  ranks  in  public  eaft:  and. 
benefit  with  xhat  of  the  poll-ofiice.  .. 

:  SECTION  III.— Manaers  and  Cujf^tnvi. 

Qnid  Ieg#t  ITiic  moribui,. 
Vana  proticiuDth 

IT  ts  but  an  itliberat  bufinefs  for  a  traveller,  who  defigns  to  puhlilK  remarks  upon  a- 
towury  to  fit  down  cooly  in  hisclofet  and  write  a  fatire  on  the  iuhabitanta.  Severity  of 
«hat  fort  mafk  be  enlivened  with  an  uocommen  Ihare  of  wit  and  ridicule,  to  pleafe. 
AVhere  T«ry  grofs  abfurdiries  are  found,  it  is  fair  and  manly  to  note  them  ;  but.  to  enter 
4010  chaoftex  aad  difp olitioQ  is  geatialiy  ufltjndid,  Unce  there  are  no  people  but  might 
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be  better  than  they  are  (bond,  and  none  but  have  virtues  whichdiderveattentioa)  MledE 
as  much  aa  their  failings ;  for  thefe  reafons  this  fe£hon  would  not  have  found  a  place  ia 
my  obferrations,  had  not  fome  perfoDs,  of  much  more  flippancy  than  wifdoQi,  given  vet7 
grofs  mifrepref^tations  of  the  Iriih  nation.  It  is  with  pleifure,  therefore*  that'I  take  up 
the  pen  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  as  a  much  longer  reiidence  there  enables  me  to  exhi- 
bit a  very  different  pidtu-e ;  in  doing  this,  I  {halt  be  free  to  remark,  wherdn  I  tlunk 
the  condiid  of  certain  claffes  may  have  given  rife  to  general  and  confequMttly  ii^urious 
condemnatioD. 

There  are  three  races  of  people  in  Irdaad,  fo  diftioS:,  as  to  ftrike  the  leaft  attentive 
Irav^ef  ?  thefe  are  the  SpaniOi  which  are  found  in  Kerry,  and  a  part  of  Limerick  and 
Ck>rke,  taH  and  thin,  bat  well  made,  a  long  vifage,  dark  eyes,  and  long  black  lank 
hair.  The  time  is  not  remote  when  the  Spaniards  l^d  a  kind  of  fettlement  on  the  coait 
of  Kerry,  which  feemed  to  be  overiooked  by  government.  There  were  many  of 
Chetn  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  nor  were  they  entirely  driven  out  till  the  time 
of  Cromwell.  There  is  an  iftand  of  Valentia  on  that  coalt,  with  various  other  names, 
certainly  Spanifli.  The  Scotch  race  ia  in  the  north,  where  are  to  be  found  the  feature 
which  are  luppofed  to  mark  that  people,  thdr  accent  and  many  of  their  cuUoms.  Ib 
a  dllbi^  near  Dublin,  but  more  particularly  in  the  baronies  of  Borgie  and  Forth  ia  the 
coanty  of  Wexford,  the  Saxon  tongoe  is  fpoken  without  any  mixture  of  the  Irifli,  and 
the  people  have  a  variety  of  cuftons  mentioned  in  the  minutes,  vhicb  difliiiguifh  than 
Inun  their  ^leighbours.  The  red:  of  the  kingdom  is  made  up  of  mongrels.  The  Mi- 
lelian  rac&  of  Irifli,  which  may  be  called  native,  are  fcattered  over  the  tdngdom,  but 
chiefly  found  hi  Connaught  and  Munfter  j  a  few  confidoable  families,  whofe  goiealogy 
is  undoubted,  remain,  but  none  of  them  wittr  confiderable  poflfelllons  except  the 
O'Briens  and  Mr.  O'Neil  $  the  formo'  have  near  twenty  thoufand  potinds  a  year  in  the 
iamily,  the  latter  half  as  much,  the  remnant  of  a  prc^ierty  once  his  anceftore,  which 
now  forms  fiA  or  feven  of  the  greateft  eftates  in  the  kingdom.  O'Hara  and  M'Doinot 
«re  great  names  in  Connaught,  and  O'Donnohue  aconfiderable  one  in  Kerry ;  but  I  heard 
of  a  family  of  O'DriTchal  's  m  Corke,  who  claim  an  origm  prior  in  Irebnd  60  any  of  the 
Milefian  race. 

The  only  divifions  which  a  travelior,  who  pafled  through  the  kingdom  without  making 
any  refidence  could  make,  would  be  into  people  of  confiderable  fortune  and  mob.  TI^ 
intennediate  divifion  of  the  fcale,  fo  numerous  and  refpedable  in  En^od,  would  hardly 
attrad  the  lealt  notice  in  Ireland;  A  refidence  in  the  kingdom  convinces  one,  howevoTt 
that  there  is  antrfher  clafs  in  gMieral  of  ftnaU  fortune, — country  gentlemen  and  renters 
of  lAnd.  The  manners,  habits^  and  cuftoms  ofpeoplet^confiderablefottunearemuch 
the  lame  every  where,  at  leaft  there  is  very;  little  difference  between  Eitghnd  and  Ire* 
land,  it  is  among  the  common  people  one  mad  look  for  thofe  traitfr  by  which  we  dif* 
criminate  a  national  charader.  The  circumflances  which  Ilruck  me  moll  in  the  common 
Irifii  were,  vivacity  and  a  great  and  eloquent  volubility  of  fpeech ;  one  would  think  they 
could  take  ftiuff  and  talk' wiihout  tiring  till  doomfday.  Theyare  infinitely  more  cheer* 
ful  and  lively  than  any  thing  we  commonly  fee  in  England,  having  nothing  of  that  in- 
civility of  fullen  filence  with  which  fo  many  Engliflimen  feem  to  wrap  themfelves  up, 
as  if  retiring  within  their  own  importance.  Lazy  to  an  excefe  at  werkj  but  fo  fpiritediy 
tl^ve  at  play,  that  at  AaW/Mg-^  whieh  ie  the  cricket  of  favagesj  they  (hew  A»  grteteft 
feats  of  agility.  Their  loveof  fociety  is  aa  remarkable  aS'tbnrcurioiityifr&ifatiable; -and 
thdr  bol^iiahty  to  all-comers,  be  their  own  poverty' evcrfo  pinching,  basMonmchmc* 
rit  to  be  forgotten.  Pleafed  to  enjoyment  'with  a  \<X€),  or  witty  repartee^  they  wSI  repeA 
It  with  fuch  exprefficffl,  that^ielaug^  will  be  itfaverfolf    WumfrieadaaaAxevetigefiil 
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Duelling  was  once  carried  to  an  excefs,  which  was  a  real  reproach  and  fcandal  to 
the  kingdom ;  it  of  courfe  proceeded  from  exceffive  drinking  ;  as  the  caufo  has  difap- 
peared,  the  effeft  has  nearly  followed  ;  not  however  entirely,  for  it  is  yet  far  more  com- 
moa  among  people  of  faHiion  than  in  England.  Of  all  praflices  a  man  who  felt  for 
the  honour  of  his  country,  would  wi(h  fooneft  to  banilh  this,  for  there  is  not  one  favour, 
able  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  it :  as  to  courage  nobody  can  queftion  that  of  a  po- 
lite and  enlightened  naticn,  entitled  to  a  (hare  of  the  reputation  of  the  age ;  but  it  im- 
plies uncivilized  manners,  an  ignorance  of  ihofe  forms  which  govern  polite  focieties,  or 
elfe  a  brutal  drunkennefs  ;  the  latter  is  no  longer  the  caufe  or  the  pretence.  As  ro 
the  former,  they  would  place  the  national  charafter  fo  backward,  would  take  from  it 
fo  much  of  its  pretence  to  civilization,  elegance  and  pohtenefs  of  manners,  that  no  true 
Irifhman  would  be  pleafed  with  the  imputation.  Certain  it  is,  that  none  are  fo  captious 
as  ihofe  who  think  themfelves  neglefted  or  defpifed  ;and  none  are  fo  ready  to  believe 
themfeives  either  one  or  the  other,  as  perfons  unufed  to  good  company.  Captious  people, 
therefore,  who  are  ready  to  take  an  affront,  mufl  inevitably  [lave  been  accuftomed  to  ill 
company,  unlefs  there  fljould  be  fomething  uncommonly  crooked  in  ihcir  natural  dif- 
pofitions,  which  is  not  to  be  fuppofed.  Let  every  man  that  fights  his  one,  two,  tliree, 
or  half  a  dozen  duels,  receive  it  as  a  maxim,  that  every  one  he  adds  to  the  number  is 
but  an  additional  proof  of  his  being  ill  educated,  and  having  vitiated  his  manners  by  the 
contagion  of  bad  company  ;  who  is  it  that  can  reckon  the  moft  numerous  rencontres  ? 
who  but  the  bucks,  bloods,  landjobbers,  and  little  drunken  country  gentlemen  F  Ought 
not  people  of  fafhion  to  blufh  at  a  pradlice  which  will  very  foon  be  the  diftinftion  only 
of  the  moft  contemptible  of  the  people  ?  the  point  of  honour  will  and  muft  remain  for 
the  decifion  of  certain  affronts,  but  it  will  i-arely  be  had  recourfe  to  in  polite,  fenfible, 
and  well-bred  company.  The  praftice  among  real  gentlemen  in  Ireland  every  day  de- 
clining is  a  ftrong  proof  thai  a  knowledge  of  the  world  correfls  the  old  manners,  and 
confequently  its  having  ever  been  prevalent  w^s  owing  to  the  caufes  to  which  I  have 
attributed  it. 

Tt|^e  is  another  point  of  manners  fomewhat  connefled  with  the  prefent  fubjed, 
which  partly  induced  me  to  place  a  motto  at  the  head  of  this  feflion.  It  is  the  condufl; 
of  juries ;  the  criminal  law  of  Ireland  is  the  fame  as  that  of  England,  but  in  the  execu* 
tion  it  is  fo  different,  as  fcarceiy  to  be  known.  I  believe  it  is  a  faft,  at  leaft  I  have  been 
alTured  fo,  that  no  man  was  ever  hanged  in  Ireland  for  killing  another  in  a  duel :  the 
fecurity  is  fuch  that  nobody  ever  thought  of  removing  out  of  the  way  of  juftice,  yet  there 
have  been  deaths  of  that  Ibrt,  which  had  no  more  to  do  with  honour  than  (tabbing  in 
the  dark.  I  believe  Ireland  is  the  only  country  in  Europe,  I  am  fure  it  is  the  only 
part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  where  alfociations  among  men  of  fortune  are  neceffary  for 
apprehending  ravifhers.  It  is  fcarceiy  credible  how  many  young  women  have  even  of 
late  years  been  ravilhed,  and  carried  off  in  order  (as  they  generally  have  fortunes)  to 

fain  to  appearance  a  voluntary  marriage.  Thefe  actions,  it  is  true,  are  not  committed 
y  the  clalsl  am  confidering  at  prefent  j  but  they  are  tried  by  them,  and  acquitted.  I 
think  there  has  been  only  one  man  executed  for  that  crime,  which  is  fo  common  as  to 
occafion  the  alTociaiions  1  mentioned  ;  it  is  to  this  fupine  execution  of  the  law  that  fuch 
enormities  are  owing.  Another  circumOance  which  has  the  effect  of  fcrecning  all  forts 
of  offenders,  is  men  of  fortune  protcfting  them,  and  making  intereft  for  their  acquittal, 
which  is  attended  with  a  variety  of  evil  confequences.  I  heard  it  boaded  in  the  county 
of  Fermannagh,  that  there  had  not  been  a  man  hanged  in  it  for  two  and  twenty  years ; 
all  [  concluded  from  this  was,  that  there  had  been  many  a  jury  who  deferved  it  richly. 

5  T  c  '  '  ,  Let 
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Let  me,  however,  conclude  what  I  have  to  obferve  on  the  condud!  of  the  principal 
people  refiding  in  Ireland,  that  there  are  great  numbers  among  them  who  are  as  liberal 
in  all  iheir  ideas  as  any  people  in  Europe;  that  they  have  feen  the  errors  which  have 
given  airill  charaSer  to  the  manners  of  their  country,  and  done  every  thing  that  example 
could  effefl:  to  produce  a  change:  that  that  happy  change  has  been  partly  eff-^fted, 
and  is  eSeSing  every  hour,  infomuch  that  a  man  may  go  into  a  vaft  variety  of  families 
which  he  will  6nd  aduated  by  no  other  principles  than  tbofe  of  the  mod  cultivated  po» 
Ittenefs,  'and  the  mod  liberal  urbanity. 

But  1  mud  now  come  to  another  clafs  of  people,  to  whofe  cotidu£l  it  is  almoll  en- 
tirely owing,  that  the  charafter  of  the  nation  has  not  that  luftre  abroad,  which  1  dare 
affert  it  will  foon  very  generally  merit :  this  is  the  clafs  of  little  country  gentlemen  "  ; 
tenants,  who  drink  their  claret  by  means  of  profit  rents;  jobbers  in  farms;  bucks; 
your  feljows  with  round  hats,  edged  with  gold,  who  hunt  in  the  day,  get  drunk  in  the 
evening,  and  fight  the  next  morning.  I  (halt  not  dwell  on  a  fubjeft  To  perfectly  difa- 
greeable,  but  remark  that  thefe  are  the  men  among  whom  drinking,  wrangling,  quar- 
reling, fighting,  ravifhing,  &c.  &c.  &c..are^ found  as  in  their  native  foil ;  once  to  a  de- 
gree that  made  them  the  peft  of  focisty ;  they  are  growing  better,  but  even  now,  one  or 
two  of  them  got  by  accident  (where  they  have  no  bufmefs)  into  better  company  are 
fufEcient  very  much  to  derange  the  pleafures  that  refult  from  a  liberal  converfation.  A 
'«  new  fptrit ;  new  fafhions ;  new  modes  of  politenefs  exhibited  by  the  higher  ranks  are 
imitated  by  the  lower,  which  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  put  an  end  to  this  Face  of  beings  ; 
and  either  drive  their  Cons  and  coufins  into  the  army  or  navy,  or  fink  them  into  plain 
farmers  like  thofe  we  have  in  England,  where  it  b  common  to  fee  men  with  much  greater 
properly  without  pretending  to  be  gentlemen.  I  repeat  it  from  the  intelligence  1  re- 
ceived, that  even  this  clafs  are  very  different  from  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  and 
improve  fo  &ft  that  the  time  will  foon  come  when  the  national  charader  will  aot  be 
degraded  by  any  fet. 

That  charader  is  upon  the  whole  refpeflable :  it  would  be  unf^r  to  attribute  to  the 
nation  at  large  the  vices  and  follies  of  only  one  clafs  of  individuals.  Thofe  perfon^fiX)m 
w^om  it  is  candid  to  take  a  general  eftimate  do  credit  to  their  country.  That  they  are 
a  people  learned,  lively,  and  ingenious,  the  admirable  authors  they  have  produced  will 
be  an  eternal  monument ;  witnels  their  Swift,  Sterne,  Congreve,  Boyle,  Berkeley,  Steele, 
Farquhar,  Southeme,  and  Goldfmith.  Their  talent  for  eloquence  is  felt,  and  acknow- 
ledged in  the  parliaments  of  both  the  kingdoms.  Our  own  fervice  both  by  fea  and 
land,  as  well  as  that  (unfortunately  for  us)  of  the  principal  monarchies  of  Europe  fpeafc 
their  fleady  and  determined  courage.  Lvery  unprejudiced  traveller  who  vilits  them 
wilt  be  as  much  pleafed  with  their  .chearfulnefs,  as  obliged  by  their  hofpitality  ;  and 
will  find  them  a  brave,  polite,  and  liberal  people. 

*  This  npreflion  ii  not  to  be  taken  In  a  jjeneral  fente.  God  forbid  I  IhouM  give  this  chara£ter  of  ill 
countiy  genilemen  of  fmall  fortunei  in  Ireland  :  I  have  rnvfelf  been  acquainted  with  cxccpiioai. — I  DKaa 
sal;  that  in  gcnct^  they  arc  not  the  molt  liberal  people  in  the  kingdom. 
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The  mateiials  of  which  the  ifland  of  Raghery  is  compofed,  are  accurately  the  fame 
as  thofc  of  thebppofite  ftiore,  and  the  arrangement  anfwers  fo  clofely,  as  altnofl  to  de- 
monfttate  at  firft  view  their  former  union.  But  to  explain  this  more  clearly,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  give  you  a  genera!  (ketch  of  this  whole  line  of  coaft. 

The  northern  coaft  of  Antrim  feetns  to  have  been  originally  a  corapaft  body  of  lime- 
ftone  rocki  confiderably  higher  than  the  prefent  level  of  the  fea ;  over  which,  at  foine 
later  period,  extenfive  bodies  of  viirifiable  ftone  have  been  fuperinduced  in  a  ftaie  of 
foftnefs.  The  original  calcarious  ftratum  appears  to  be  very  much  deranged  and  inter- 
rupted by  thefe  incumbent  mafles.  In  fome  places  it  is  deprefied  greatly  below  its  an- 
cient  level— fhortiy  after  it  is  borne  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  can  be  traced  under 
its' furface — by  and  by  it  dips  entirely,  and  feenis  irretrievably  loft  under  the  fuperior 
mafs — in  a  (hort  fpace,  however,  it  begins  to  emerge,  and  after  a  fimilar  variation  reco- 
vers its  original  height. 

In  this  manner,  and  with  fuch  repeated  viciffitudes  of  elevation  and  deprefllon,  it  pur- 
fues  a  courfe  of  forty  miles  along  the  coaft,  from  Lough  Foyle  to  Lough  Larne. 
,  It  naturally  becomes  an  ohje£t  of  <:uriofity  to  enquire  what  the  lubftance,  is  from 
which  the  lime-ftone  fcems  thus  to  have  (hrunk,  burying  ilfelf  (as  it  were  in  terror) 
under  the  covering  of  the  ocean  ;  and  on  examination  it  appears  to  be  the  columnar 
bafaltes,  under  which  the  lime-ftone  flratum  is  never  found,  nor  indeed  does  it  ever  ap- 
proach nearer  to  it  without  evident  figns  of  deranjiement. 

Thus  for  example  ;  — the  chalky  cliffs  may  be  difcovered  a  little  eaftward  from  Port- 
rufh  ;  after  a  ftiort  courfe,  they  are  fuddenly  deprefled  to  the  water's  edge  under  Duii- 
hice  caftle,  and  foon  after  loft  entirely  in  palling  near  the  bafalt  hil!  of  Dunluce,  whofe 
craigs  near  the  fea  are  all  columnar.  /\t  the  river  Bu(h  the  lime-ftone  recovers,  and 
ikims  for  a  moment  along  the  level  of  the  fea,  but  immediately  vanilhes  on  approaching 
toward  the  great  bafalt  promontory  of  Bengore,  under  which  it  is  completely  loft  for 
the  fpace  of  more  than  three  miles. 

Eaftward  from  thence,  beyond  Dunfeverick  caflle,  it  again  emerges,  and  rifing  to  a 
confiderable  height,  forms  a  beautiful  barrier  to  White  Park  bay  and  the  Bailinioy  ihore. 
After  this  it  fufiers  a  temporary  depreflion  near  the  bafalt  hill  of  Knockfoghy,  and  then 
ranges  along  the  coaft  3s  far  as  Ballycaltle  bay. 

Fairhead,  ftanding  with  magnificence  on  its  mafly  columns  of  bafaltes,  again  exter- 
minates it ;  and  once  again  it  riles  to  the  eaftward,  and  purfues  its  devious  courfe, 
forming,  on  the  Glenarm  (hores,  a  line  of  coaft  the  moft  fantafticaily  beautiful  that  can 
be  imagined. 

If  this  tedious  expedition  has  not  entirely  worn  out  your  patience,  let  us  now  take  a 
view  of  the  coaft  ot  Raghery  itfelf,  from  the  lofty  fummit  of  Fairhead,  which  overlooks 
it.  Weftward,  we  fee  its  white  cHffs  rifing  abruptly  from  the  ocean,  correfponding 
accurately  in  materials  and  elevation  with  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fliore,  and  like  thein 
crowned  with  a  venerable  load  of  the  fame  vltrifiablerock.  Eaflwiird,  we  bihold  it  dip 
to  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  foon  give  place  10  many  bc-autiful  arrangements  of  bafalt 
pillars,  which  form  the  eaffern  end  of  the  iftand,  and  lie  oppofite  to  the  bafaltes  of  Fair- 
head,  affording  in  every  part  a  reafonable  prefumption  that  the  two  coalts  were  formerly  ' 
connefted,  and  that  each  was  created  and  deranged  by  the  fame  caufcs  extenftvcly  ope- 
rating over  both. 

But  it  is  not  in  thefe  larger  features  atone  .that  the  fimilitude  may  Ijc  traced  ;  the 
more  minute  and  accidental  circumftances  ferve  equally  well  to  afcertaiii  it. 

Thus  an  heterogeneous  mats  of  freeftone,  coals,  iron  ore,  &c.  which  forms  the  eaft 

fide  of  Ballycaftia  bay,  ar.d  appears  t^ute  dilferent  from  the  common  foilils  of  the  coun- 
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try,  may  be  traced  alfo  direflly  oppofite,  running  into  Raghery,  with  circuniftancea 
which  almoft  den\pnftrably  afcertain  it  to  be  the  fame  vein. 

Wliat  I  would  infer  from  hence  is,  that  this  whole  coaft  has  undergone  confiJerable 
changes  in  the  courfe  of  fucccflive  ages  ;  that  ihofe  abrupt  promontories,  which  now 
run  wildly  into  the  ocean,  in  proud  defiance  of  its  boiiierous  waves,  have  been  rendered 
broken  and  irregular  by  (ome  violent  convulfion  of  nature;  and  that  the  jfland  of  Rag- 
hery, (landing  as  it  were  in  the  midfl  between  this  and  the  Scottifli  coaft,  may  be  the 
furviving  fragment  of  a  large  traft  of  country  which  at  fome  period  of  lime  has  beea 
buried  in  the  deep. 

But  I  fliall  wave  this  tedious  fubjeft  for  the  prefent,  and  endeavour  to  compenlate- 
for  the  drj^nefs  of  tliis  letter  by  fouie  account  of  the  (late  and  fmgularities  of  this  little, 
ifland. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  nmft  entreat  you  wil!  be  fo  candid  as  to  give  me  timely  notice: 
whenever  my  letters  become  dull  and  unentenaining — I  fhall  otherwife  lofe  my  labour 
to  very  bad  purpofc,  as  ihe  chief  objed  of  them  is  to  amufe  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greateft  refped,  your  a£e£tionate,  &c. 

LETTER  ir. 
DEAR  SIR,  Fortrufiy  July  a/. 

THE  remarkable  hazinefs  which  has  prevailed  in  our  atmofphere,  during  the  whole 
of  this  fummer,  both  by  fea  and  land,  has  been  very  unl^vourable  to  views  along  the 
coaft,  and  even  in  the  ftiort  trip  1  made  to  Raghery,  gave  me  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  miffing  our  courfe,  as  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  foon  carries  a  veffel  clear  of  the  iftand. 
However,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  gleam  from  the  meridian  lun,  we  got  fafely  acrofs  the 
channel  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hours. 

Raghery  is  near  five  miles  in  length,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth  ; 
toward  the  middle  it  is  bent  in  an  angle  oppofite  to  Ballycaftle,  and  forms  a  tolerable 
bay,  affording  good  anchorage,  in  deep  water  with  a  ftifi  ctay  bottom;  but  a  wefterly 
wind  raifcs  fuch  a  heavy  fwell  a>t  along  this  coaft,  that  few  veficis  can  ride  out  a  gale 
from  that  quarter. 

Its  tides  are  very  remarkable.  Here  it  is  that  the  great  body  of  water  which 
flows  from  the  ocean  during  the  flood  tide,  to  fupply  the  north  part  of  the  Irifli  channel, 
is  flrit  confined  and  broken  in  its  courfe  ;  and  a  Igrge  portion  of  it  is  returned  near  the 
weft  end  of  the  ifland,  in  a  counter  tide,  which  fupplies  all  the  loughs  and  bays  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  miles,  running  toward  the  weft,  along  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Derry, 
and  Donegall ;  while  in  the  mean  time  the  true  tide  of  flood  runs  toward  the  eaft,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  few  miles  from  the  coaft,  parallel  to  the  former. 

From  fuch  eddies  as  this,  many  fingular  irregularities  arife,  and  in  feveral  places  the 
tide  from  the  weftward  (or  the  flood  tide,  as  they  denominate  it)  appears  to  flow  nine 
hours,  while  the  ebb  continues  only  three. 

Seamen,  who  are  accuftomed  to  navigate  along  this  coaft,  know  well  how  to  ufe  thefe 
different  ftreams  to  good  purpofe.  For  example :  a  fliip  leaving  Dublin  with  the  flood 
tide  (which  comes  into  the  Irifh  channel  from  the  fouthwardj  may  with  a  leading  wind 
reach  the  county  of  Down  ;  there  the  yeflel  will  fall  in  with  the  northern  tide  of  ebb, 
juft  then  beginning  to  return  to  the  ocean.  With  the  affiflance  of  this  current,  and  the 
fame  leading  breeze,  the  fhip  may  feich  the  ifle  of  Raghery  ;  where  a  judicioua  pilot, 
inftead  of  oppofing  the  returning  tide  of  flood,  may  drop  into  a  northern  eddy,  which 
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will  carry  hiai  as  far  as  Lough  Swilly;  where  the  true  tfde  of  ebb  will  again  receire 
him,  and  bear  his  ftiip  out  of  the  weftem  ocean. 

ThuB  by  prudent  nianagcmem  may  he  enjoy  the  advantage  of  four  diflFerent  fucceffire 
tides,  all  favourable  to  his  voyage. 

The  weftem  winds  (which  prevail  here  during  for  the  greater  part  of  theyear^fweeping 
with  an  uninterrupted  blaft  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  roll  a  mod:  formidable  wave  along 
this  coaft,  of  which  I  had  fome  experience  in  eroding  to  the  ifland.  The  day  was  un- 
commonly ftill,  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  ruffle  the  water,  and  yet  a  heavy  majefiic  fwell, 
ever  heaving  forward  feemed  to  threaten  ruin  to  our  boat,  and  frequently  hid  from  vie* 
even  the  lofty  promontory  of  Fairhead.  From  this  unruffled  furface,  however,  there 
was  not  the  flighted  danger  to  be  apprehended,  and  our  veflel  rofe  and  defcendeJ  on 
the  glaffy  wave  with  entire  fecurity.  How  changed  was  this  fcene  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours!  The  moment  that  the  ebb  began  to  return  to  the  ocean,  rufliing  in  oppofition 
to  this  weftem  fwell,  all  was  confufion  and  tumult.  The  long  wave  which  had  juft  be- 
fore rolled  forward  in  filent  majefty,  was  now  fretted  and  broken  into  a  tempeftuous 
fea,  which  the  ftouteft  boats  dare  not  encounter,  and  even  the  beft  fliips  wifli  to  avoid. 

This  alternate  fcene  of  peace  and  war  takes  place  twice  every  day,  and  it  is  by  attention 
to  this  circumftance  that  the  paflage  is  made  with  tolerable  fecurity. 

The  little  (kiff  in  which  I  navigated  was  built  of  very  flight  materials,  and  did  not 
feem  to  me  well  calculated  to  buffet  thefe  ftormy  feas.  I  obferved  that  we  had  received 
a  good  deal  of  water  into  it ;  and  on  exprefllng  my  uneafinefs  that  there  was  no 
vifiblemeaDS  of  throwing  itout,  one  of  the  men  iaftantly  took  off  his  brogue,  with  vbidi 
he  foon  cleared  the  vefliet  of  water,  and  put  it  on  his  foot  again  without  feeming  to  fed 
the  fiighteft  inconvenience  from  the  wetnefe  of  it ;  leaving  me  quite  at  eafe  on  the  fub* 
ieft  of  pumping  the  veflel. 

Raghery  contains  about  twelve  hundred  inhabitants^  and  is  rather  over  peopled,  at 
there  is  no  confiderable  manufadure  which  might  give  employment  to  any  fuperfiuous 
hands*. 

The  cultivated  land  is  Undly  enough,  and  produces  excellent  barley.  In  a  plentifiil 
year  fix  hundered  pounds  worth  of  this  grain  has  been  exported  from  it.  The  crafey 
pafturage  fattens  a  fmall,  but  delicious  breed  of  ftieep.  Even  its  inhofpitable  rocks  fup- 
ply  to  the  hand  of  induftry  a  rich  fource  of  wealth,  in  the  fea-weed  it  affords  for  the 
manufafture  of  kelp,  which,  uader  an  indulgent  landlord,  often  goes  near  to  pay  the 
whole  rent  of  the  ifland  f. 

f  From  a  cearui  fin«  hrld  by  the  pnVft  ef  the  ifland,  in  order  to  lay  a  tax  oF  one  Aiilh'ag  on  each  peifM 
above  the  age  offixteen  years,  for  the  purporeoferedting  a  in»&-houfe,  it  appears  that  the  aumbcn  unouBt 
to  eleven  hundred  ;  there  arc  one  hundred  and  furty  families,  which  almoft  avctape  at  the  rate  of  eidiC 
pcrfuiit  to  each  family.  The  cenfus  ha«  produced  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs  in  the  iflaad,  from  an  opiaiot 
that  one  perfon  will  die  during  the  year  in  each  family  fo  numbered. 

f  Thi«  year  an  hundred  ton*  of  Icelo  have  been  eiported  from  Raghery,  which  waa  bought  by  the  Inn 
Ueacherf  of  the  nonh  of  Ireland,  at  jl.  5s.  per  ton,  the  whole  amounting  to  more  than  jijl.  ThemDoJ 
rent  of  the  ifland  i»  but  Cool.  Thii  entire  manu&£hjrc  i»  carried  on  by  women  and  children,  while  the 
men  are  employed  in  more  hazardous  fervicea.  At  low  water  the  fea-weed  ii  cut  from  the  rocks,  ml 
fpread  out  before  the  fun  to  dry ;  at  night  it  i»  made  up  in  little  parcels,  which  are  opened  and  ihiteii  mt 
9gain  whenever  the  weather  permits ;  this  proceEs  is  continued  till  the  weed  becomes  dry  enough  to  be 
'burnt.  A  hole  is  then  made  in  the  ground,  and  a  little  temporary  tiln  erefled,  of  loofe  (tones,  in  which 
the  weed  it  cautioufly  and  gradually  burned.  During  this  procefs  the  vegetable  fah,  and  every  thing  not 
capable  of  being  eafily  diffipated  by  the  fire,  melts,  and  coalefces  rnonc  mafiat  the  bottom  ofihckilB.  la 
thn  ftate  it  is  ejtported,  no  meani  having  been  yei  clliblinud  here,  or  in  any  part  of  the  adjoitUDg  coal, » 
purify  tbctUtitljiie&klirenAhc  wioiuaoixturciof  autine&lc,  &c.  with  which  it  aboundi. 
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The  horfes,  as  well  as  the  flieep,  are  fmall  in  kind,  but  extremely  ferviceable,  and 
fure  footed  beyond  conception.  Of  this  I  had  a  ftrong  proof  in  a  little  expedition 
which  I  made  through  the  ifland  with  Mr.  Gage,  the  hofpiiable  proprietor  of  it.  You 
muft  know  it  was  but  the  other  day  the  people  of  Raghery  recoliefted  that  a  road  might 
be  feme  convenience  to  them,  fo  that  in  our  excurfion  we  were  obliged  to  follow  the 
old  cudom  of  riding  over  precipices,  which  would  not  appear  contemptible,  even  to  a 
man  that  enjoyed  the  full  ufe  of  his  legs. 

It  feems  my  horfe,  though  fifteen  orfixteen  years  old,  had  never  before  felt  a  bridle 
in  his  mouth,  and  after  many  attempts  to  fliake  it  off,  in  a  very  critical  fituation,  on 
the  top  of  a  very  rugged  precipice,  he  refufed  to  proceed  one  ftep  further,  while  this 
incumbrance  impeded  him.  Having  no  other  refource  I  was  obliged  to  comply,  and 
was  carried  oyer  an  exceeding  dangerous  heap  of  rocks,  with  a  degree  of  caution  which 
amazed  me  in  die  midft  of  my  terrors. 

It  is  fomewhat  Angular  that  this  illand  fhould  not  contain  any  native  quadruped,  except 
thofe  univerfal  travellers  the  rats*,  and  the  little  {hrew  moufe  which  is  fometimes 
found.  But  the  various  tribes  of  foxes,  hares,  rabbits,  badgers,  &c.  for  which  it  might 
afford  excellent  (belter,  and  which  abound  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  are  here  unknown. 
A  few  brace  of  hares  indeed  were  lately  introduced  by  the  proprietor,  which  bid  far 
to  produce  a  large  jncreafe. 

A  good  many  years  ago.  Lord  Antrim  gave  orders  to  his  huntfman  to  tranfport  a 
couple  of  foxes  into  the  idand,  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  that  precious  breed  of 
animals.  But  the  inhabitants  afTembled  in  conllemation,  and  having  fubfcribed  each  a 
hank  of  yarn,  prevailed  on  the  huntfman  to  difobey  orders.  However  he  was  ftiarp 
enough  to  take  the  hint,  and  for  fome  years  paid  his  annual  vifit  to  Raghery,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifmg  a  regular  tribute,  to  lave  thi;  poor  iQanders  from  thofe  defolating 
invaders.    , 

The  inhabitants  are  a  fimple,  laborious  and  honeft  race  of  people,  and  poiTefs  a 
degree  of  afFeftion  for'their  ifland  which  may  very  much  furprife  a  ftranger.  In  con- 
verfation  they  always  talk  of  Ireland  as  a  foreign  kingdom,  and  really  have  fcarcely  any 
intercourfe  with  it  except  in  the  way  of  their  little  trade.  A  common  and  heavy  curb 
among  them  is — "  Mr.y  Ireland  be  your  hinder  end." 

From  this  amor  patria  arifes  their  great  population,  notwithftanding  the  perils  which 
attend  th(;ir  turbulent  coall,  as  they  never  entertain  a  thought  of  trying  to  better  their  for- 
tune, by  fettling  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Antrim. 

The  tedious  procelTes  of  civil  law  are  little  known  in  Raghery;  and  indeed  the  af- 
feftion  which  they  bear  to  their  landlord,  whom  they  always  fpeak  of  by  the  endearing 
name  of  mailer,  together  with  their  owftfimplicity  of  manners,  renders  the  interference 
of  the  civil  magiijrate  very  unneceflary.  The  fetzure  of  a  cow  or  a  horfe,  for  a  few 
days,  to  bring  the  defaulter  to  a  fenfe  of  duty  j  or  a  copious  draught  of  falt-water  from 
the  furrounding  ocean  in  criminal  cafes,  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  ianftions  ami 
punilhments  of  the  ifland.  If  the  offender  be  wicked  beyond  hope,  banifhinent  to  Ire- 
land is  the  dernier  refort,  and  foon  frees  the  community  from  this  pefliientiiil  member. 

In  a  fequeftered  ifland  like  this,  one  would  expert  to  find  bigoted  fuperitition  flouiifli 
fucccfsfiiily  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Romilh  church ;  but  the  fimpliciiy  of  theiflanders 
does  not  fofter  any  uncharitable  tenets,  and,  contrary  to  one's  expe£lation,  they  are 

*  I  bad  Tome  hope  thit  the  native. black  T;it  of  this  kingdom,  might  hire  fecured  a  Tetreat  in  thii  fe- 
queftered ifland,  but  in  »atn,  their  powerful  northern  enemin,  with  the  cruelty  of  the  old  Danes,  but  with 
more  fucccfa,  have  utterly  exterminated  the  natives,  and  the  nt  of  Norway  hai  completely  extended  hia 
waRcful  domi'-.ioa  over  Raghery. 
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neither  grofsly  fuperflitious,  nor  rank  bigots,  but  have  been  known  to  hold  the  unchrif^ 
tian  doftrines  of  their  late  Spanifti  prielt  in  great  contempt ;  nay,  in  cafes  of  neceflity 
they  do  not  fcruple  to  apply  for  afliftance  to  the  Proteftant  minifter.  Of  their  good  wilT 
to  the  eftablilhed  church,  they  give  an  annual  proof  which  one  rarely  finds  in  any  other 
part  of  Ireland  :  the  minifter's  ty  the  amounts  to  about  i  ool.  per  annum,  and  wtien  the 
iilanders  have  got  in  their  ownharveft,  they  give  the  parfon  a  day  with  their  horfes  and 
cars,  and  bring  the  entire  tythe  home  to  his  farm  yard. 

The  chief  deflderatutn  of  the  iflanders  is  a  phyfician,  the  want  of  whom  they  feem  to 
confideras  their  greateft  misfortune,  though  their  mafler  appears  to  be  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent fenilmcnt ;  and  indeed  the  remarkable  population  of  Raghery  makes  much  in  ii- 
vour  of  his  opinion. 

Small  as  this  fpot  is,  one  can  nevehhelefs trace  two  different  charaflers  among  its  inha^ 
bitants.  The  Kenramer,  or  weftern  end,  is  craggy  and  mountainous,  the  land  in  the 
vallies  is  rich  and  well  cultivated,  but  the  coafl:  deltitute  of  harbours.  A  Angle  native 
is  here  known  to  fix  his  rope  to  a  ftake  driven  into  the  fummit  of  a  precipice,  aikd  from 
thence,  alone,  and  unafiiftcd,  to  fwing  down  the  face  of  a  rock  in  quelt  of  the  nefls 
of  fea  fowl.  From  hence  aftivity,  bodily  Itrength,  and,  felf-dependence,  are  eminent 
among  the  Kenramer  men.  Want  of  intercourfe  with  ftrangers  has  preferved  many  pe- 
culiarities, and  their  native  Irilh  feems  to  be  the  univerfal  language. 

The  Ufnet  end,  on  the  contrary,  is  barren  in  its  foil,  but  more  open  and  well  fup- 
plied  with  little  harbours ;  fience  its  inhabitants  are  become  hfhermen,  are  accuflomed 
to  make  fhort  voyages,  and  to  barter.  Intercourfe  with  ftrangers  has  rubbed  off  many 
of  their  peculiarities,  and  the  Englilh  language  is  well  underftood  and  generally  fpoken 
among  them. 

This  diftinflion  I  fear  may  feem  foolifhiy  fpeculative,  confidering  the  diminutive  ob- 
\c&  of  it,  and  yet  I  alfure  you  it  is  a  matter  of  faft ;  and  the  inhabitants  themfelves 
are  fo  well  aware  of  it,  that  in  perilous  fituations  different  ofHces  and  ftations  are  ap- ' 
pointed  to  each,  according  as  he  is  an  Ufhet  or  Kenramer  man. 

Raghery  has  formerly  been  as  it  were  a  Aepping-ftone  between  the  Irifh  and  Scottifh 
coalls,  which  the  natives  of  each  country  alternately  ufed  in  theit*  various  expeditions^ 
and  for  which  they  frequently  fought. 

A  number  of  fmall  tumuli  were  lately  opened  in  a  little  plain  about  the  middle  of 
the  illand,  probably  the  mopuments  of  fo  many  heroes  who  in  former  ages  had  fallen 
honourably  in  this  very  field  of  battle.  The  ^hicf  himfelf  lay  in  a  flone  coffin,  and 
befide  him  an  earthen  veffel  flood,  which,  by  the  refiduum  ftill  vifible,  feemed  for- 
merly to  have  contained  an  offering  of  blood,  or  fome  perifliable  animal  fubftance.  Within 
the  tumuli  lay  a  confiderable  number  of  human  bones,  the  remains  of  more  ignoble 
men  who  might  have  ^Ilen  by  the  like  fate  of  war. 

Brazen  fwords,  and  fpear  heads  of  the  fame  metal,  foimd  in  this  plain,  bear  flrong 
evidence  of  the  bloody  fcenes  which  have  been  trantided  here  in  remote  ages.  A 
large  filver  fibula  was  found  in  one  of  the  tumuli,  which  is  depofited  in  the  mufeum 
of  Trinity  college,  Dublin  ;  the  workmanlhip  is  good,  and  argues  confiderable  fkiil  in 
the  ariift. 

The  traditions  of  the  country  do  not  go  beyond  the  obfcure  period  of  Scottifii  and 
Danifh  incurflons,  which  "have  alternately  ravaged  and  depopulated  the  ifland.  The 
memory  of  a  cruel  maffacre,  perpetrated  by  a  Scottifh  clan  (I  think  the  Campbells) 
remains  fo  ftrongly  imprelTed  on  the  minds  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  that  no  perfbn 
of  that  name  is  allowed  to  feule  in  the  iUand. 

Dunm 


yCoogle 


■NORTHERN    COAST   OF   THE    COUNTY    OF    AKTRIM.  88_} 

During  the  difturbances  in  Scotland,  which  fucceedcd  the  appointment  of  fialiol  to 
the  crown  of  that  kingdom,  Robert  Bruce  was  driven  out  and  obliged  to  take  flieltcr, 
with  a  friend  of  his,  in  the  ifle  of  Raghery  •.  However  his  enemies  purfued  him  even 
to  this  remote  fpot  and  forced  him  to  embark  in  a  little  IkiiF,.  ai)d  feek  refuge  on  tlie 
ocean.  The  remains  of  a  fortrefs  are  yet  vifible  on  the  northern  angle  of  the  ifland, 
celebrated  for^he  defence  which  this  hero  made  in  ir,  and  dill  known  by  the  name  of 
Robert  Brace's  caftle.  The  antiquity  of  this  building  is  therefore  not  much  lefs  than 
five  hundred  years ;  it  may  indeed  be  confiderably  older,  as  the  time  which  Bruce  fpent 
in  Raghery  was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  ereding  it. 

One  thing  concerning  this  caftle  is  worth  remarking,  that  the  lime  of  which  it  is  built, 
has  been  burned  with  feacoal,  the  cinders  of  which  are  (till  vifible  in  it,  and  bear  fo 
ftrong  a  refemblance  to  the  cinder  of  the  Ballycaltle  coal,  as  makes  it  extremely  probable 
that  our  information  concerning  the  colleries  of  that  place  were  tar  from  being  an  ori  - 
ginal  difcovery.  Indeed  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  they  were  both  well  known,  and 
extenfively  wrought  at  a  period-  of  time  when  few  people  imagine  the  civilization  or 
finances  of  this  kingdom  were  equal  ta  To  e^cpenfive  an  undertaking  f. 

But  this  is  a  curious  fubjeft,  and  I  (hall  take  fome  other  opportunity  of  giving  you 
more  information  when  you  may  not  be  fatigued  with  To  large,  and  I  fear  fo  tecUous  a 
letter. 

LETTER  III. 
DEAR  SIR,  Perirujh,  July  30. 

IN  my  return  from  Raghery,  I  fpent  a  few  days  at  Ballycadle,  a  town  pretty  con> 
fiderable  in  this  part  of  the  world,  which  has  been  almoU  entirely  the  creation  of  one 
man,  a  Mr.  Boyd,  who  died  fome  years  ago. 

AAording  to  the  Perfian  fyftem  of  moral  duties  J,  it  is  likely  Ireland  cannot  boaft  of 
an  individual  who  has  more  fuUy  difcharged  his  trull  than  old  Mr.  Boyd  j — not  poffefled 
of  any  confiderable  fortune,  not  fupported  by  powerful  natural  connexions,  nor  en- 
dowed with  any  very  fuperior  talents,  this  man  opened  public  roads,  formed  a  harbour, 
built  a  town,  eftabltlhed  manu^£tures,  and  lived  to  fee  a  wild  and  lawlefs  country  be- 
.  come  populous,  cultivated,  and  civilized.  In  the  mod  literal  fenfe  his  foul  feems  to  have 
animated  this  little  ,coIony ;  in  him  it  enjoyed  life  and  (trength,  and  with  him  all  vigour 
and  animation  perifhed.  By  an  ill-judged  dillribution  of  his  fortune,  and  various  un- 
toward and  unforefeen  accidents,  the  manfaftures  of  glafs  were  neglefled,  the  breweries 
and  tanneries  were  mifmanaged,  the  harbour  became  choaked  with  fand,  and  even  thi 
collieries  (from  particular  circumdances)  are  not  wrought  with  fuch  fpirit  as  the  prefent 

*  "  Rn  ipfe  cum  uno  plerumque  comite,  interim  foIuS)  per  loca  roaxime  inculta  pererrabat,  et  cum  ne 
Sc  quidem  fibi  tuUiB  a  civium  perfidia  et  hoflinm  crudelitate  videreturi  in  ^budas,  ad  vcteretn  quendam 
amicum  tranfmifit,"     If  is  probable  ihii  luat  th:  time  luhm  Bruet  camelo  Ra^hcrj.     Suchanan'eHilt.  Scot. 

F^rdun,  Barbour,  Src.  fpecially  mention  hid  refiJencc  in  Rachlin,     J.  P: 

■j-  It  may  perhaps  be  imagined  that  thecoala  liave  been  brought  from  Britain  [  but  a  liulc  reileftion  will 
fliew  that  to  be  extremely  improbable,  even  fo  late  ax  the  time  m  Robert  Btuce.  it  waa  but  jult  then  that 
tbcEnglilh  ihemfdvei  bad  difcovcred  theufeof  fea-coalaaa  fuel;  andue  find  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  that, 
after  being  tried  in  London,  they  were  immediately  prohibited  on  a  halty  opinion,  that  the  vapour  waa 
Roxious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  It  11  not  therefore  to  be  readily  bcliesed,  that  at  this  early  period 
England  could  have  had  any  exienfive  export  trade  in  coals  :  or,  if  fo,  it  niurt  have  been  to  fame  populaut 
and  civih'zed  country,  to  fome  fafe  harbour,  to  a  great  and  commercial  town  }  but,  at  th^  tine  we  fpeak  of, 
Ihe  British  charts  do  not  lay  down  a  Cngle  village  in  alt  this  line  of  coall. 

X  "  Faire  un  enfant,  ct  labourer  un  champ. "^    Vide  Momcrquleu's  Fcrfian  XcUen.* 

$v  A  proprietor 
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proprietor  would  -wifh  to  exert.    In  Qion,  this  gentleman  coaftru£lc(I  a  mod  eseeltent 
machine,  but  unfortunately  left  it  without  any  permanent  principle  of  motion. 

The  eaftern  tide  of  Ballycaltle  terminates  in  the  bold  promontory  of  Fairhead.  Be- 
tween dits  and  the  town  lie  the  collieries,  in  an  abrupt  bank  which  overhangs  the  fea> 
Ships,  however,  cannot  derive  much  advantage  from  this  circumftance,  as  the  unfhel- 
terod  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the  prevailing  weftern  winds,  make  a  delay  on  the  coaft 
exireiaely  dangerous,  and  re:idcrs  it  difScult  to  embark  the  coals. 

The  different  fofli^  which  generally  lie  above  the  coal,  are  till,  or  flate-coal,  iron  ore, 
and  freeftone  •. 

It  unfortunately  happens  that  thefe.beds  (like  mofl  of  the  fbllils  of  this  kingdom 
which  are  formed  in  layers)  dip,  or  underlie,  to  the  fouthward  ;  hence  it  follows,  that 
when  an  horizontal  adit,  or  level,  has  been  puflied  forward  to  the  bed  of  coal,  from  the 
fleep  bank  which  ^ces  toward  the  north,  the  men,  in  following  the  mine,  are  obliged 
to  work  downward,  and  have  no  means  of  carrying  off  the  water  j  whereas  if  the  dip 
of  the  beds  were  in  the  contrary  diredion,  (that  is,  toward  the  north,^  the  work  mull  be 
all  up  hill,  by  which  the  loaded  waggons  would  have  an  eafy  defcent  outward,  aiKl  all 
the  water  muH  conllantly  Bow  off  toward  the  fea. 

In  my  lad  letter  I  mentioned  fome  reafons  which  might  induce  one  to  think  that  thefe 
collieries  were  wrought  at  a  very  remote  period  of  time  ;  but  an  accidental  difcovery 
has  lately  put  that  matter  beyond  doubt,  and  has  laid  open  a  very  curious  drcumftaoce 
in  the  ancient  hillory  of  this  country. 

About  twelve  years  ago  the  workmen,  in  pulhing  forward  a  new  adit  toward  the 
coal,  unexpeSedty  broke  through  the  rock  f  into  a  cavern.  Ttie  hole  wtuch  they 
opmed  was  not  large,  and  two  young  lads  were  made  to  creep,  in  with  candles,  to  ex* 
plore  this  new  region.  They  accordingly  went  forward,  and  entered  an  extenfive  laby- 
rinth branching  off  into  numerous  apartments,  in  the  mazes  and  windings  of  which 
they  were  at  laft  completely  loft.  After  various  vain  attempts  to  return,  their  light* were 
cxtmguiihed,  and  they  fat  down  together  in  utter  defpair  of  an  efcape  from  this  dreary 
dungeon.  In  the  mean  time,  the  people  without  in  the  drift  were  alarmed  for  thdr 
fafety ;  freffi  hands  were  employed,  a  paffage  was  at  laft  made  for  the  workmen,  and 
the  two  unfortunate  adventurers  extricated  after  a  whole  night's  impnfonment. 

On  examining  this  fubcerranean  wonder,  it  was  found  to  be  a  complete  gallery  which 
had  been  driven  fomard  many  hundred  yards  to  the  bed  of  coal ;  —  that  it  branched  of 
into  various  chambers  where  the  miners .  had  carried  on  their  different  works  ; — that 
IKllarswere  left  at  proper  interv^s,  to  fupport  the  roof;  in  Oiort,  it  was  found  to  be 
an  extenfive  mine,  wrought  by  a  fet  of  people,  at  leaft  as  expert  in  the  bulinefs  as  the 
prefent  generadon.  Some  remains  of  the  toots,  and  even  the  balkets  ufed  in  the  works^ 
were  difcovered,  but  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  on  being  touched  they  immediately  fell  t» 
powder.  « 

*  I  w»s  very  much  pIcaTed  vikh  the  6'itcojtrj  of  a  natural  procefs  arnnn^  ihere  foSIs,  not  very  unlike  auv 
artificial  oue  for  making  cryAals  of  arti&cial  litriol.  You  know  that  martial  or  green  vitriol  ig  b  latt  formed 
Irum  the  calx  of  iron  uoited  to  the  TitrioUc  acid,  and  that  the  compoaent  parts  of  fulphur  arc  phlogillon, 
or  the  principle  of  inflammability,  anitcd  to  the  vitrialic  acid.  It  lo  happrnt  that  a  thin  layer  of  itdd  ors 
lies  im  mediate  If  over  a  bed  of  coal)  in  the  place  a  where  this  iiexpofed  to  the  air  and  weather,  ihe  fulphnr 
of  the  coal  become*  decompofed,  loliug  iti  phlogiftoo,  while  ita  other  priaciple,  namely  th«  vitriolic  acid, 
nniting  with  the  calx  of  the  iroOi  forma  cryftala  of  green  vitriol,  which  lie  in  confidtrahle  qnaatity  bctweea 
the  two  layers. 

-f-  The  adit  is  carried  ahng  the  fide  oFacourfe  of  hard  rock,  which  ctits  all  the  layera  of  coal,  runntiif 
north  and  fouth  in  a  dirffb'oD  perpendicular  to  the  horizon.  It  ■■  cnlkd  here  a  Gaur  or  March,  and  I  ap> 
prehead  i*  the  fame  u  what  the  Comidi  minen  call  a  CnU  Ge&ib 
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The  antiquity  of  this  work  is  pretty  evident  from  hence,  that  there  does  not  remain 
the  moft  remote  tradition  of  it  in  the  country  ;  but  it  is  ftiil  more  ftrongly  demonftrable 
from  a  natural  procefs  which  has  taken  place  fince  its  formation,  for  llalaftite  pillars 
had  been  generated,  reaching  from  the  roof  of  the  pit  to  the  floor ;  and  the  fieds  and 
fupportswere  found  covered  with  fparry  incniftations,  which  the  prefent  workmen  do 
not  obferve  to  be  depofited  in  any  definite  portion  of  time. 

The  people  of  this  plactf  attribute  thefe  works  to  the  Danes ;  but  a  very  flight  con- 
fideration  of  the  matter  muft  fatisfy  any  one  that  this  opinion  is  ill  founded.  The 
Danes  were  never  peaceable  pofleffors  of  Ireland,  but  always  engaged  in  bloody  wars 
with  the  natives,  in  which  they  were  alremately  vigors  and  vaiiquilhed.  Like  the  eaC- 
tern  defcendants  of  Iflimael,  they  flood  at  perpetual  bay  with  all  the  world,  their  hand 
againft  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  againft  them. 

It  is  not  furely  to  the  tumultuary  and  barbarous  armies  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  cen- 
turies,  whofe  harreft  of  wealth  and  power  could  only  be  expefted  from  the  rapid  and 
hazardous  ravages  of  war,  that  we  are  to  attribute  the  flow  and  toilfome  operations  of 
peace  which  are  carried  on  only  where  population,  civilization,  and  trade  flourifli  in  an 
extreme  degree. 

While  Ireland  lay  yet  proflrate  and  gaTping  under  the  fatal  wounds  recaved  in  a 
bloody  ftruggle  of  two  hundred  years,  againfl  thofe  northern  invaders,  the  Englifh, 
under  Henry  II.  made  their  fuccefsful  inroad,  and  eafily  ellablifbed  themfelves  in  a 
feeble  and  diftrafted  country ;  from  which  lime,  tilt  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury,  this  ifland  prefenta  nothing  to  our  view  but  a  wafteful  fcene  of  mifery  and  defola- 
tion.  That  thefe  coUeries  could  have  been  wrought  during  this  period  feems  extremely 
improbable.  We  are  all  along  execrated  by  the  Engliih  writers  as  a  nation  of  barba* 
nans,  and  our  country  curled  as  a  wiidemefs  of  forefls  and  bogs.  It  is  not  then  to  b& 
fuppofed  that  a  favage  people  fiiould  ranfack  the  bowels  of  the  eartb  for  coal,  while 
their  woods  and  bogs  afforded  fuch  abundant  fuel  to  their  hand. 

Upon  the  whole,  during  the  dreary  interval  of  near  a  thoufand  years,  from  the 
eighth  to  the  eighteenth  century,  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  the  laboured  works  of  induf-  ' 
try  and  peace,  in  a  kingdom  where  war  was  the  only  trade,  and  where  alt  property 
turned  on  the  edge  of  the  fword  \ 

LETTER  IV. 
DEAR  SIR,  Portrujh,  Augufi  <^, 

IN  riding  from  Bally^caflle  to  Portrufh,  I  went  a  fliort  way  off  the  beaten  road,  to 
fce  a  whimfical  littte  fiftiing  rock,  conneft&d  to  the  main  land  by  a  very  extraordinary 
flying  bridge  ;  it  is  called  Carrick.a'rede,  ^or  the  rock  in  the  road,)  and  lies  fomewhat 
eadward  from  Ballintoy,  cm  a'  moft  romantic  fiiore.  I  was  quite  delighted  with  the 
pifturefque  3[q>earance  of  this  little  fanciful  fifhery,  of  which  I  mufi:  beg  leave  to  give 
youafltort  account;  however,  as  I  am  a  great  advocate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Locke's  fyrteni 
of  a  di£lionary  of  pictures,  in  prefereiKe  to  a  di^onary  of  tedious  defcriptions,  I  fliall 
inciofe  you  a  drawing  tA  Carrickm-rede,  from  a  fluteh  which  my  drafti'man  made  oa 
the  fpot. 

At  a  particular  fearon  of  the  year  the  falmon  fifh  come  along  the  coa(l  in  quefl:  of  the 
different  riven  in  which  they  annually  caft  their  fpawn.    In  tUs  expedition  the  fifh  ge* 

*  Some  esttaneont  Kourke  on  IiiAiwiti^uitio  aic  omitted. 
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neraily  fwlm  pretty  clofe  to  the  fliore,  that  they  may  not  mifs  their  port ;  and  the  fiflier- 
■men,  who  are  well  aware  of  this  coafting  voyage  of  the  falmon,  take  care  to  projeS  thdr 
nets  at  fuch  places  as  may  be  moft  convenient  for  intercepting  them  in  their  courfe. 

It  fo  happens  that  CarriLk-a-rede  is  the  only  place  on  this' abrupt  coall  which  is  Aiited 
for  the  purpofe.  Here  then,  or  no  where,  muil  be  the  fifliery  ;  but  how  to  get  at  the 
rock  is  the  queflion.  A  chafm  full  (ixty  feet  in  breadth,  and  of  a  depth  frightful  to 
look  a',  feparates  it  from  the  adjacent  land,  in  the  bottom  of  which  the  fea  breaks  with 
an  uninterrupted  i*oar  over  the  rocks  ;  the  ifland  itfelf  is  inacceflibte  on  every  fide  ex- 
cept o^e  fpot,  where  under  the  (liclter  of  an  impending  rock,  a  luxuriant  herbage 
flouriflies  ;  but  the  wildntfs  of  the  coail:,  and  the  turbulence  of  the  fea,  make  it  very 
difficult  to  land  here. 

In  this  perplexity  there  is  really  no  rcfource,  except  in  attempting  to  throw  a  bridge 
of  ropes  from  the  main  land  to  the  ifland,  which  accordingly  the  tiffiermen  every  yearac- 
comphlh  •  in  a  very  fmgular  manner  :  two  ftrong  cables  are  extended  acrofs  the  gulph 
by  an  expert  climber,  and  faftened  firmly  into  iron  rings  raortifed  into  the  rock  on  both 
fides  ;  between  thefe  ropes  a  number  of  boards,  about  a  foot  in  breadth,  are  laid  in 
fucceflion,  fupported  at  intervals  by  crofs  cords ;  and  thus  the  pathway  is  formed, 
which,  though  broad  enough  to  bear  a  man's  foot  with  tolerable  convenience,  does  by 
jio  means  hide  from  view  the  pbinted  rock^,  and  raging  fea  beneath,  which  in  this  fifua- 
tion  exhibit  the  fatal  cfFefts  of  a  fall,  in  very  ftrong  colouring  :  while  the  fwingings  and 
iindulations  of  the  bridge  itfelf,  and  of  the  hand  rope,  which  no  degree  of  lenfion  can 
prevent  in  fo  great  a  length,  fuggelt  no  very  comfortable  feelings  to  perfoiis  of  weak 
nerves.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  beautiful  bridge  in  the  fcenery  of  a  landfcape,  but  a 
frightful  one  in  real  life. 

•  The  mode  of  fifliing  on  this  coaft  is  different  from  any  I  have  feen,  perhaps  Jt  may 
he  new  to  you  : 

The  net  is  projefted  diredly  outward  from  the  Ihore,  with  a  flight  bend,  forming  a 
bofom  in  that  direflion  in  which  the  falmon  come  :  from  the  remote  extremity  a  rope 
is  brought  obliquely  to  another  part  of  the  fhore,  by  which  the  net  may  be  fwept  round 
at  pleafure,  and  drawn  to  the  land ;  a  heap  of  fmall  Hones  is  then  prepared  for  each 
perfon  :  all  things  being  ready,  foon  as  the  watchman  perceives  the  filh  advancing  to  the 
net,  he  gives  the  watch-word  f  :  immediately  fome  of  the  fifhermtn  feize  the  oblique 
rope,  by  which  the  net  is  bent  round  to  inclofe  the  falmon,  while  the  red  keep  up  aa 
jncelTant  cannc^ade  with  their  ammunition  of  ftones,  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  fifii 
till  the  net  has  been  completely  pulled  round  them  ;  after  which  they  all  join  forces, 
and  drag  the  net  and  fifii  quietly  to  the  rocks. 

The  falmon  fiftieries  on  the  fea-coaft,  and  in  4:he  rivers  of  ihe  north  of  Ireland,  have 
fometimes  been  very  produflive,  affording  a  valuable  cargo  for  the  Italian  markets 
4iuring  the  time  of  Lent :  the  abundance  of  iiQi  may  in  fome  meafure  be  inferred  from 
hence,  that  fourteen  hundred  falmon  (as  I  am  informed)  have  been  taken  in  the  river 
•Bann  at  once  hauling  the  net ;  and  what  is  almoft  equally  remarkable,  near,  one  thou- 
fand  were  caught  at  the  fucceeding  haul.  At  prefent,  however,  the  fifhenes  an  but 
fcanty,  and  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  too  great  fuccefs  of  the  river  fiftieries  has 
undone  :them,  by  deilroying  the  mother  falmon,  which  fliould  be  allowed  free  paffage 
ihrough  the  rivers  to  call  their  fpawn. 

■  This  bridge  is  on]y  ilirown  acrofa  dun'ng  the  tinicof  the  ialnoo  G Hie ry,  which  iB  carried  on  in  thefjm- 
f  At  Portrulh  the  word  is  tarrying. 

Now 
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Now  that  I  am  got  upon  the  fubjed  of  filhing,  let  "me  tell  you  of  an  amufing  iiiftance. 
of  fagacity  which  1  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  fliort  time  ago,  in  a  water-dog  of  this 
country,  who  had  become  a  moft  excellent  fiftier  : 

In  riding  from  Porlruih  to  the  Giant's  Caufeway  with  fome  company,  we  had  occa- 
fion  to  ford  the  river  Bufh,  near  the  fea ;  and  as  the  filbermen  were  going  to  haul  their 
net,  we  ftopped-to  fee  their  fuccefs:  As  foon  as  the  dog  perceived  the  men  to  move, 
he  mftantly-ran  down  the  river  of  his  own  accord,  and  tookpoftin  the  middle  of  it,  on 
fome  ftiallows  where  he  could  occafionly  run  or  fwim,  and  in  this  pofition  he  placed  him- 
felf,  with  all  the  eagernefs  and  attention  fo  ftrongly  obfervable  in  a  pointer  dog,  who 
Jets  his  game : — We  were  for  fome  time  at  a  lofs  to  apprehend  his  fcheme*  but  the  event 
fatisfied  ue,  and  amply  juftificd  the  prudence  of  the  animal ;  for  the  fifh,  when  they 
feel  the  net,  always  endeavour  to  makedireftly  out  to  fea.  Accordingly  one  of  the 
falmon,  efcaping  from  the  net,  ruflied  down  the  ftream  with  great  velocity,  toward  the 
ford,  where  the  dog  ftood  to  receive  him  at  an  advantage.  A  very  diverting  chafe  now- 
commenced,  in  which,  from  the  fhallownefs  of  the  watt*,  we  could  difcern  the  whole 
track  of  the  filh,  with  all  its  rapid  turnings  and  windings.  Afier  a  fniart  purfuit  the 
dog  found  himfelf  left  confiderably  behind,  in-  confequence  of  the  water  deepening,  by 
which  he  had  been  reduced  to  the  neceflityof  fwimming.  Bat  instead  of  following 
this  defperate  game  any  longer,  he  readily  gave  it  over,  and  ran  wiih  all  his  fpsed 
direftly  down  the  river,  till  he  was  fure  of  being  again  fea- ward  of  the  falmon,  where  he 
took  poft  as-  before  in  his  pointer's  attitude.  Here  the  fifli  a  fecond  time  met  him,  and 
a  frefli  purfuit  enfued,  in  which,  after  various  attempts  the  falmon  at  laft  made  its  way  ' 
out  to  the  fea,  notwithilanding  all  the  ingenious  and  vigorous  exertions  of  it^  purfuer. 

Though  the  dog  did  not  fucceed  at  this  time,  yet  I  was  informed  that  it  was  no  un- 
ufual  thing  for  him  to  run  down  his  game ;  and  the  hlhermen  a0ijred  me  that  he  was 
of  very  great  advantage  to  them,  by  turning  the  falmon  toward  the  net ;  in  which  poinr 
of  view  his  efforts  in  fome  meafure  correfponded  with  the  cannonade  of  ftones  wiijch  I 
mentioned  at  Carrick-a-rede. 

During  the  whole  of  the  chafe  this  fagacious  animal  feenied  plainly  to  have  two  oh- 
je£ts  in  view  ;  one  to  feize  his  game,  if  poffible,  and  the  other,  to  drive  it  toward  the 
net  when  the  former  failed  ;  each  of  which  he  managed  with  a  degree  of  addrefs  and 
ingenuity  extremely  interefiing  and  amazing. 

It  is  fomewhat  unaccountable  that  mankind  fhould  look  with  fo  much  horror  and  dif- 
guft  on  any  remote  fimilitude,  which  fome  of  the  brute  creation  bear  to  the  human  per- 
fon  and  features,' and  yet  dwell  with  pleafure  on  much  nearer  approaches  toward  their 
prerogative  faculty  of  reafon.  At  leaft  thus  much  \  am  certain  of,  that  we  faw  fhe  . 
exertions  of  this  creature  with  infinite  delight,  and  our  regard  for  himfeemed  to  increafe 
in  proportion  as  our  idea  of  his  excellence  increafed.  Perhaps  it  may  be,  that  a  con- 
cioufnefs  of  decided  fuperiority  in  the  latter  cafe,  makes  us  obferve  the  ingenuity  of 
lower  animals,  without  the  allay  of  any  uneafmefs  from  an  apprehenfion  of  rivallhip. 

LETTER  V. 

DEAR  GiR,  PortruJI},  Augtijl  6. 

YOU  would  hardly  believe  how  little  remains  of  Irilh  hiftory,  language,  or  cuftoms, 

are  to  be  traced  in  this  part  of  the  country  :  the  revolutions  which  it  has  undergone,  in 

confequence  of  forfeitures  to  the  Englilh,  and  tlje  encroachments  of  the  Scots,  hav« 

overturned  every  remnant  of  its  original  ftate. 
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During  the  time  that  the  Englilh  were  endeavouring  to  extend  their  pale,  in  every 
direction  from  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  over  a  defperale  but  difunited  enemjr, 
the  Scotdfli  clan  of  MacDonalds,  who  by  an  intermarriage  had  got  footing  in  Irdand, 
began  th«r  ravages  on  the  northern  coaft  of  Antrim ;  and  by  the  powerful  fupport 
wrach  they  received  from  Cantire,  and  the  weftern  ifles  of  Scotland,  ellablifhed  thrir 
dominion  over  a  traft  of  country  nearly  forty  miles  in  length. 

As  the  people  of  thofe  days  generally  followed  the  fortune  of  their  chief,  the  greater 
part  of  the  native  Irilh  who  furvived  thefe  bloody  fcenes,  tranfplanted  themfelves  etfe- 
where,  while  the  Scots  remained  peaceable  polTeflbrs  of  the  field ;  hence  the  old  tradi- 
tions and  cuftoms  of  the  country  were  entirely  loft ;  and  the  few  who  fpeak  the  Celtic 
language  at  all  ufe  a  kind  of  mixed  dialed,  called  here  Scotch  Irijb,  which  is  but  im- 
perfeftly  underftood  by  the  natives  of  either  country. 

The  prefeot  poiTeflbrs  are  in  general  an  induftrious  thrifty  race  of  people.  They 
have  a  great  deal  of  fubftantial  civiliiy,  without  much  courtefy  to  relieve  it,  and  fet  it  off 
to  the  bed  advantage.  The  bold  ideas  of  rights  and  privileges,  which  feem  infeparable 
from  their  Prefbyterian  church,  renders  them  apt  to  be  ungracious  and  litigious  in  thetr 
dealings.  On  the  whole,  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  people  in  this  quarter  of  die 
kingdom,  are  a  valuable  part  of  the  community  :  but  one  muft  elliniate  thdr  worth  as 
a  mmer  does  his  ore,  rather  by  its  weight  than  its  fplendor. 

There  are  three  or  four  old  caftles  along  the  coaft,  fituated  in  places  extremely  diffi- 
cult of  accefs,  but  their  early  hiftories  are  for  the  greater  part  loft.  The  moft  remark- 
able of  thefe  is  the  caftle  of  Duniuce,  which  is  at  prefent  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Antrim 
family.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fingular  manner  on  an  ifolated  abrupt  rock,  which  projefls 
into  the  fea,  and  feems  as  it  were  fplit  off  from  the  terra  firma.  Over  the  intermediate 
chafm  lies  the  only  approach  to  the  caftle,  along  a  narrow  wall,  which  has  been  built 
fomewhat  like  a  bridge,  from  the  rock  to  the  adjoining  land ;  and  this  drcumftance 
muft  have  rendered  it  almoft  impregnable  before  the  invention  of  artillery.  It  appears, 
however,  that  there  was  originally  another  narrow  wall,  which  ran  acrofs  the  chafm, 
parallel  to  the  former,  and  that  by  laying  boards  over  thefe,  an  eafy  pa£[age  might  oc- 
cafionally  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  garrifon. 

The  walls  of  this  caftle  are  built  of  columnar  bafaltes,  many  joints  of  which  are 
placed  in  fuch  a  maimer  as  to  fiiew  their  polygon  fedions ;  and  in  one  of  the  windows 
of  the  north  fide,  the  architeft  has  contrived  to  fplay  off  the  wall  neatly  enough,  by 
piaking  ufe  of  the  joints  of  a  pillar  whofe  angle  was  fufHciently  obtufe  to  fuit  his  purpofe. 

The  original  lord  of  this  caftle  and  its  territories,  was  an  Irifh  chief,  called  McQuillan, 
of  whom  htile  is  known,  except  that,  like  moft  of  his  countrymen,  he  was  holpltable, 
brave,  and  improvident ;  unwarily  allowing  the  Scots  to  grow  in  ftrength,  until  they 
contrived  to  b^t  him  out  of  all  his  poircflions. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  expeditions  through  tliis  country,  I  met  with  an  old  -manufcrlpt 
account  of  the  fettlement  of  the  Scotch  here,  of  which  I  ftiali  give  you  a  ftiort  extrafl. 
It  will  ferve  in  a  good  meafure  to  fhew  (he  barbarous  ftate  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  and  the  manner  in  which  property  was  fo  readily  transferred  from  one 
mafter  to  another. 

The  manufcript  is  in  the  hands  of  the  MacDonalds,  and  therefore  moft  likely  fpeaks 
rather  in  their  favour. 

"  About  the  year  1 580,  Coll.  MacDonald  came  with  a  parcel  of  men  from  Can- 
tire  to  Ireland,  to  affift  Tyrconnel  jgainft  great  O'Neal,  with  whom  he  was  then  at 
war. 

S  "In 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


NORTHESN   COAST  OP   THE    COUNTS  OF   ANTRIM.  889 

**  In  pafling  through  the  Root  •  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  he  was  civilly  received 
and  hofpitably  entertained  by  Mac  Quillan,  who  was  then  lord  and  matter  of  the 
Root. 

**  At  that  time  there  was  a  war  between  Mac  Quillaa  and  ih/9  men  beyond  the  river 
Bann ;  for  the  cuftom  of  this  people  was  to  rob  from  every  one,  and  the  (Irongeil 
party  carried  it,  be  it  right  or  wrong. ' 

"  On  the  day  when  Coll.  Mac  Donald  was  taking  his  departure  to  proceed  on  his 
journey  to  Tyrconnell,  Mac  Quillan,  who  was  not  equal  in  war  to  his  favage  neigh- 
bours, called  together  his  mihtia}  or  gallogloghs,  to  revenge  his  aSroms  over  the  Bann  j 
and  Mac  Donald,  thinking  it  uncivil  not  to  offer  his  fervice  that  day  to  Mac  Quillan, 
after  having  been  fo  kindly  treated.  Cent  one  of  his  gentlemen  with  an  offer  of  his  fer- 
vice in  the  6eld. 

'*  Mac  Quillan  was  right  well  pleafed  with  the  offer,  and  declared.it  to  be  a  perpetuaf 
obligation  to  him  and  his  poflerity.  So  Mac  Quillan  and  the  Highlanders  went  againft 
the  enemy,  and  where  there  was  a  cow  taken  from  Mac  Quillan's  people  before,  there 
were  two  reftored  back  :  after  which  Mac  Quillan  and  Coll.  Mac  Donald  returned  back 
with  a  great  prey,  and  without  the  lofs  of  a  man. 

*'  Winter  then  drawing  nigh,  Mac  Quillan  gave  Coll.  Mac  Donald  an  invitation  to 
ftay  with  him  at  his  caflle,  advifing  him  to  fettle  himfelf  until  the  fpring,  and  quarter 
his  men  up  and  down  the  Root.  This  Coll.  Mac  Donald  gladly  accepted  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  feduced  Mac  Quillan's  daughter,  and  privately  married  her ;  on  which  ground 
the  Scots  afterward  founded  thdr  claim  to  Mac  Quillan's  territories."; 

'*  The  men  were  quartered  two  and  two  through  the  Root  j  that  is  to  fay,  one  of  Mac 
Quillan's  gallogloghs  and  a  Highlander  in  every  tenant's  houfe. 

"  It  fo  happened  that  the  galloglogh,  according  to  cuflom,  befides  his  ordinary,  was 
entitled  to  a  meathert  of  milk  as  a  privilege :  this  the  Highlanders  efteemed  to  be  a 
great  affront ;  and  at  lafl  one  of  them  alked  his  landlord,  *  Why  do  yon  not  gnre  me 
milk  as  you  give  to  tlie  other  ?'  The.  galloglogh  immediately  made  anfwer,  'Would 
you,  a  Highland  beggar  as  you  are,  compare  yourfelf  to  me,  or  any  of  Mac  Quillan's 
gallogloghs  ?' 

*•  The  poor  honeft  tenant,  (who  was  heartily  tired  of  them  both)  faid  *  Pray,  gentle- 
men, ril  open  the  two  doors,  and  you  may  go  and  fight  it  out  in  the  fair  fields,  and 
he  that  has  the  viftory  let  him  take  milk  and  all  to  himfelf.' 

**  The  combat  ended  in  the  death  of  the  galloglogh ;  after  which  (as  my  manufcript , 
fays)  the  Highlander  came  in  again  and  dined  hearrily. 

*'  Mac  Quillan's  gallogloghs  immediately  aflembled  to  demand  fallsfaflion ;  and  in  a 
council  which  was  held,  where  the  conduft  of  the  Scots  was  debated,  their  great  and 
dangerous  power,  and  the  difgrace  arifing  from  the  feduflion  of  Mac  Quillan's  daugh- 
ter, it  was  agreed  that  each  galloglogh  fhould  kill  his  comrade  Highlander  by  night,  and 
their  lord  and  mafter  with  them  ;  but  Coll.  Mac  Donald's  wife  difcovered  the  plot,  and 
told  it  to  her  hufband.  So  the  Highlanders  fled  In  the  night  time,  and  efcaped  to  the 
iiland  of  Raghery. 

"  From  this  beginning,  the  Mac  Donalds  and  Mac  Quillans  entered  on  a  war,  and 
contiaued  to  worry  each  other  for  half  a  century,  till  the  Engliffi  power  became  fo  fu- 
perior  in  Ireland,  that  both  parties  made  an  appeal  to  James  I,,  who  had  juft  then 
aiccnded  the  throne  of  England. 

•  Aterm  by  which  this  nortl)-weft  part  of  tlicconnty  of  Anirim  i» always  denominated. 
\  A  vtffcl  commonly  ufed  by  the  old  Irifh,  formed  out  of  one  fulid  piece  of  wood,  and  mod  commonly 
«F  a  triangular  (hape. 
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**  James  had  a  predileftion  for  his  Scotch  countryman,  the  Mac  Donald,  to  whom 
he  made  over  by  patent  four  great  baronies,  including,  along  with  other  lands,  all  poor 
Mac  Quillan's  poffeflions.  However,  to  fave  fome  appearance  of  justice,  he  gave  to 
Mac  Quillan  a  grant  of  the  great  barony  of  Eniftiowen,  the  old  territory  of  0*Dogheny, 
and  fent  to  him  an  account  of  the  whole  decifion  by  Sir  John  Chichefler. 

**  Mac  Quillan  was  extremely  monifiL-d  at  bis  ill  fuccels,  and  very  difconfolate  at  the 
difficulties  which  attended  the  tranfporting  his  poor  people  over  the  river  Bann,  and  the 
Lough  Foyle,  which  lay  between  him  and  his  new  territory.  The  crafty  Englilhman, 
taking  advantage  of  his  fltuation,  by  an  offer  of  Tome  lands  which  lay  nearer  his  old  do- 
minions, perfuaded  him  to  cede  his  title  to  the  barony  of  Enilhowen.  And  thus  the 
Chichefters,  who  afterwards  obtained  the  title  of  Earls  of  Donegall,  became  poflfefTed  of 
this  great  eftate ;  and  honell  Mac  Quillan  fettled  himfelf  in  one  iax  inferior  to  Eoi- 
ihowen. 

**  One  ftory  more  (fays  the  manurcript)  of  Mac  Quillan.  The  eftate  he  got  in  ex- 
change for  the  barony  of  Enilhowen  was  called  Clanreaghurkie  *,  which  was  far  inade- 
quate to  fupport  the  old  hofpitality  of  the  Mac  Quillans.  Bury  Oge  Mac  Quillan  fold 
this  land  to  one  of  Chicheller's  relations,  and  having  got  his  new>granted  ellale  into  one 
bag,  was  very  generous  and  hofpitable  as  long  as  the  bag  lafled.  And  fo  (continues 
the  manufcript)  was  the  worthy  Mac  Quillan  foon  extinguifhed/* 

I  (bould  not  have  obtruded  the  account  of  the  downrall  of  this  Irifli  chief,  but  that 
it  affords  fo  good  a  reafon  for  the  utter  obliteration  of  every  ancient  record  and  monu- 
ment in  this  part'of  the  country ;  and  will  plead  my  excufe  for  not  adding  Ibmewbat 
to  our  coIle^on  of  Jrilh  antiquities. 


LETTER  VI. 
OSAft  siK,  Portrujht  Ai^Jl  13. 

A  FEWdaysago^asIrodeacrofs  the  head-land  ofBfQgore,  afuddenfliower  ofrain 
falling  very  heavily,  compelled  me  to  take  fhelter  in  a  little  cabin,  which  ftands  on  a  mid 
fpot  in  the  middle  of  that  promontory,  _on  a  piece  of  land  called  in  the  Iriifh  language 
Aird,  from  the  loftinefs  of  its  fituation.  A  well-looking  young  woman  fat  by  the  Are- 
fide  fpinning  at  her  wheel,  with  a  parcel  of  children  playing  round  her ;  but,  notwitb- 
ftaoding  her  indullrious  employment,  the  houfe  bore  evident  marks  of  poverty  and 
didrels  about  it. 

As  the  rain  ftill  continued,  I  had  an  opportutiity  of  aiking  feveral  queftirais  concern- 
ing the  fortunes  of  this  poor  family,  the  hiftory  of  which  forms  fuch  a  fimple,  melan- 
choly tale,  that  I  cannot  help  repeating  it  to  you,  though  methinks  you  will  accufe  me 
of  having  brought  it  forward  very  tnal  apropos. 

The  original  adventurer  who  fettled  in  this  folitary  fppt  was  called  Adam  Morning,  a 
name  which  he  got  from  fome  accidental  circumftance,  and  is  defcribed  by  the  peafants 
of  the  neighbouring  hamlet  as  a  clever  fellow,  and  an  honeft  man.  He  held  his  little 
farm,  which  had  never  before  been  cultivated,  at  the  fmall  rent  of  five  pounds  wr  flflnam, 
hoping  foon  to  make  it  a  valuable  tenure  bv  the  probable  effeQs  of  his  induftry ;  and 
on  thishe  built  the  cottage  which  I  have  juft  mentioned,  fuited  to  his  infant  powers,  but 
fo  contrived  as  to  admit  of  an  addition,  whenever  his  fuccefe  in  improving  this  barrea 
foil  Ihould  entitle  him  to  encreafe  his  comforts. 


>  It  ii  to  anotlia  place  called  ClanesghguILie. 
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By  hard  labour  he  foon  reclaimed  fo  much  of  the  land  as  enabled  him  to  fow  a  mode- 
rate quantity  of  gram  j  but  when  the  toils  of  the  year  were  almoft  over,  and  a  plentiful 
harveft  promifed  to  reward  his  induftry,  a  violent  ilorm,  which  was  feverely  felt  over  the 
whole  kingdom,  blafted  his  golden  hopes,  and  the  emire  produce  of  his  farm  was  only 
fixteen  barrels  of  oats,  out  of  twenty-four  which  he  had  fowed. 

This  was  a  fevere  blow  to  our  enterprifing  farmer,  but  his  refolution  was  not  thus 
haftily  to  be  vanquiftied  ;  means  were  found  to  pay  his  rent,  a  fecond  crop  was  fowed 
the  enfuing  year,  and  his  land  again  prefented  the  cheering  profpeft  of  approaching 
plenty.  Once  more  an  inclement  feafon,  bearing  heavily  on  the  uniheltered  fituation 
of  his  new  fields,  mocked  his  expeflation,  and  the  eotire  reward  of  the  year's  labour 
amounted  only  to  a  fmalt  increafe  of  grain,  little  exceeding  what  he  had  fowed. 

Few  men  in  this  lowly  fphere  of  life  would  have  borne  up  againll  fuch  rude  and 
repeated  ihocks  of  adverfe  fortune ;  but  the  fpirit  of  our  humble  adventurer  difdained 
to  yield  to  misfortunes  which  were  merely  cafual,  and  which  no  degree  of  prudence 
could  have  guarded  againft.  His  perfeverance  was  ftill  unfhaken,  his  health  continued 
vigorous,  and  the  land  yet  promifed  to  repay  him,  would  Providence  hut  fmile  on  his 
endeavours.  New  ways  were  therefore  devifed  to  fave  his  fmldng  credit;  every  nerve 
was  exerted  to  pay  his  rent,  and  try  the  fortune  of  another  year. 

There  is  a  fmall  bay  in  the  promontory  of  Bengore,  called  Port  na  Spania  *,  from 
the  wreck  of  one  of  the  celebrated  Spanifh  armada,  which  was  here  darfied  to  pieces. 
It  is  entirely  furrounded  by  a  monftrous  precipice  between  three  and  four  hundred  feet 
high,  and  is  accelBble  only  by  one  harrow  approach,  which  is  far  the  moH  frightful  of 
all  the  hazardous  paths  on  this  whole  coafl:. 

By  the  tenure  of  his  farm  the  poffeflbr  was  entitled  to  a  quarter  of  this  -little  bay, 
amounting  to  about  twenty  or  thirty  fquare  yards  of  wild  inhofpitable  rock+. 

Here  Adam  and  his  family,  struggling  againO:  their  diHrelTes,  laboured  hard  to  fup- 
ply  their  wants  by  cutting  the  fca-weed  from  the  rocks,  and  manufafluring  it  into  kelp, 
which  the  linen  bleachers  of  the  country  bought  up  at  a  good  price ;  while  in  the  mean 
time  the  farm  was  rifing  fall,  and  Ceres  began  again  to  fmile  propitious. 

One  morning,  as  Adam  and  his  wife  were  defcending  down  the  dangerous  path,  to  - 
purfue  their  daily  toil,  while  they  were  talking  of  their  growing  hopes,  even  while  the 
cheerful  profpeft  wa;i  fmiling  in  their  view,  a  fudden  flip  tumbled  him  headlong  from 
the  precipice,  and  dafhed  him  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  below  \. 

His  fon  David,  the  heir  of  his  humble  fortunes,  had  jufl  then  returned  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  (till  crippled  under  a  wound  which  he  received  in  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try, on  board  a  man  of  war,  but  prepared  to  aflift  the  diftreiTes  of  his  father  with  the 
little  prize-money  which  had  fallen  to  his  (hare  during  his  voyages. 

The  tar  had  married  a  pretty  young  woman  before  he  went  to  fea,  (the  fame  whom 
I  faw  bufied  in  fpinning,)  but  inltead  of  returning  to  a  quiet  happy  family,  he  found 
nothing  at  home  but  mifery  and  dtftrefs,  and  faw  himfelf  almoft  entirely  adrift  in  the 
world,  with  a  mother,  a  vnh  and  children  to  maintain.  The  death  of  his  father  had 
brought  all  the  hungry  creditors  forward,  fo  that  he  became  heir  only  to  the  poor  cot- 

*  The  palh  of  dcfcent  to  Port  ni  Spania  lies  in  the  land  of  a  peafant  who  is  not  entitled  to  anf  part  of 
the  Tea  coaft.  but  he  TCceivcs,  as  a  tot)  on  hia  highway,  every  third  hundred  of  kelp  manufa^urcd  below  j 
and  this  path,  d^irgeioui  as  it  k,  yet  being  the  only  one,  makes  i(  neccflanr  to  comply  with  the  demand. 

+  The  whole  bay  generally  produce*  about  four  tons  of  kelp,  which  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  from  five  to  fir 
pound*  per  ton. 

^  This  melancholy  accident  happened  in  the  fummer  of  i^Sj,  when  I  Was  in  thit  nctghbourhood. 


jx  a 


,®30gle 


892  Hamilton's  letters  on  the  ba$alte8  of  the 

tage  itfelf,  and  the  naked  land  which  farrounded  it.  However,  it  was  his  inheritance, 
and  asfuch  he  would  not  part  with  it. 

The  prize-money  which  he  had  got  on  his  cruize  was,  for  the  convenience  of  car- 
rlz^e  (as  his  wife  told  me),  moftly  converted  into  plute,  that  is,  he  returned  home  wnh 
a  niver  watch,  a  large  pair  of  filver  knee  and  flioe  buckles,  and  fuch  other  little  matters 
of  ornament,  as  the  vanity  of  a  failor,  whi  pays  a  vifit  to  his  old  friends  after  a  long  ab- 
fence,  commonly  delights  to  exhibit.  With  thefe  David  fee  out  for  the  firft  fair  that 
happened  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  buy  a  horfe,  which  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm  ;  but  he  was  not  in  his  own  element :  a  jockey  foon  fell  in  with 
him,  and  the  tar  gave  his  filver  watch,  the  chief  fortune  of  the  family,  for  a  jaded  horfe, 
which  he  afterward  found,  on  enquir}',  old  enough  to  have  feen  the  days  of  Lord  Hawke 
and  Conflans,  being  upwards  of  twenty  years  of  .age. 

Our  young  farmer,  alarmed  at  the  marks  of  debility  which  too  manifeftly  Ihewed 
themfelvesin  his  new  horfe,  and  terrified  left  he  might  haftilygive  him  the  flip,  and  die 
in  his  hands,  fet  out  with  all  expedition  to  try  his  fortune  at  market  once  more  ;  where, 
with  the  afliftance  of  another  piece  of  plate,  he  foon  bartered  his  antiquated  fteed,  and, 
under  the  influence  of  his  late  misfortune,  purchafed  a  colt,  almoft  as  unferviceable  from 
his  youth,  as  the  former  had  been  from  extreme  old  age. 

Thefe  calamities  of  the  fon  were  little  lefs  ruinous  than  thofe  of  the  father,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  the  misfortunes  of  the  latter  being  fuch  as  no  human  forefight  could 
have  prevented,  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  and  pitied  by  the  neighbourhood  j  whila 
every  body  laughed  at  the  fimplicity  which  involved  poor  David  in  his  diftreffes. 

However,  ibme  peafants  of  the  next  village,  pitying  his  fituation,  admitted  him  into 
what  is  here  called  a  neighbour  dealing,  that  is,  he  was  allowed  to  join  his  colt  in  the  team 
•with  three  of  their  horfes,  and  the  plough  was  alternately  employed  in  each  man's  farm  ; 
by  this  means  David  has  been  enabled  to  till  his  inheritance,  and  this  year  a  harvefl  of 
rich  hope  feems  to  promife  a  reward — whether  it  Ihall  or  not,  reAs  with  Providence. 

Such  is  the  fimple  unadorned  hillory  of  this  poor  family,  affording  an  artlefs  affeSt- 
ing  pidure  of  the  accidents  and  diftrelTes  of  humble  life,  which  I  am  fure  will  intereft 
your  feelings,  and  make  you  forget  the  tedioufnefs  of  this  digreOion  from  my  nuua 
iubje£t. 

LETTER  Vn. 
DEAR  SIR,  Portrujh,  Augufi  iO, 

IT  is  a  pleafing,  as  well  as  an  interefting  purfuit,  to  obferve  the  gradual  advancement 
of  mankind  in  any  particular  objed  of  enquiry ;  to  trace  the  wild  fhoot  of  infant  phi- 
lofophy,  from  the  natural  foil  in  which  it  has  grown,  rank  and  uncultivated,  to  the  gar- 
den  of  fcience,  where  it  blooms  in  all  the  improved  beauty  and  vigour  which  the  hand 
of  art  and  induilry  can  add  to  it.  In  this  point  of  view,  a  little  hiftory  of  the  opinions 
which  have  prevailed  concerning  the  curious  combination  of  pillars  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, called  the  Giants*  Caufeway,  may  perhaps  afford  you  fome  amufement;  and  if 
it  do  not  bring  with  it  much  folid  information  concerning  the  operations  of  nature,  yet 
it  may  be  pleafant  enough  to  fee  the  various  attempts  which  men  have  made  to  explain 
them. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  as  they  were,  the  earlieft  obfervers  of  this  wonder, 
fo  were  they  the  firft  to  account  for  its  produftion;  and  however  rude  and  fimple  their 
theory  may  be,  yet  a  little  confideration  will  fatisfy  us  that  it  does  not  deierve  the  igno. 
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mmious  appellation  of  being  grofsly  barbarous  and  abfurd.  The  Caufeway  was  ob- 
ferved  by  the  fifhermen  whofe  daily  necefiitics  led  them  thither  for  fubfiftence,  to  be  a 
regular  mole,  proje£ting  into  the  fea,  which  anfwered  for  feveral  convenient  purpofes  j 
on  clofer  infpeSion,  it  was  difcovered  to  be  built  wiih  an  appearance  of  art  and  regula- 
rity fomewhat  refembling  the  worlts  of  men,  but  at  the  fame  lime  exceeding  every  thing 
of  the  like  kind  which  had  been  feen  :  and  it  was  found  that  human  ingenuity  and  per- 
feverance,  if  fupported  by  fufficient  power, .  might  be  abundantly  adequate  to  its  pro- 
duflioD. 

The  chief  defeft  in  this  fimple  analogy  feems  to  have  been  the  want  of  ftrength  equal 
to  the  eSe& ;  but  this  was  foon  fupplied  in  the  traditions  of  a  fanciful  people,  and  Fin 
ma  Cool  *,  the  celebrated  hero  of  ancient  Ireland,  became  the  giant  under  whofe  form- 
ing hand  this  curious  flrufture  was  erected. 

It  was  afterward  difcovered,  that  a  pile  of  fumlar  pillars  was  placed  fomewhere  on 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  as  the  bufmefs  of  latitudes  and  longitudes  was  not  at 
that  time  very  accurately  afcertained,  a  general  confufed  notion  prevailed,  that  this  rpole 
was  once  continued  acrofs  the  fea,  and  connected  the  Irifli  and  Scottifli  coalls  together.' 

Near  the  end  of  the  lafl:  century,  when  this  kingdom  began  to  revive  from  its  misfor- 
tunes under  the  regulations  of  William  III.,  the  fpirit  of  enquiry,  which  the  Royal  Society 
of  London  had  juft  then  called  forth,  began  to  bufy  itfelf  about  this  fingular  and  ori- 
ginal wonder.  At  this  period  we  find,  among  the  papers  of  the  Society,  a  letter  from 
Sir  Richard  Buckly  to  Dr.  Lyder,  on  this  fubje£t,  dated  in  the  year  1693,  of  the  '^^'^'^ 
of  which  you  may  judge  by  the  following  extract : 

"  Concerning  the  Giants'  Caufeway  : — Prolixity  in  a  philofophical  defcription  I  am 
fure  you  will  pardon,  for  I  was  very  exaft  in  getting  it  from  a  perfon  that  was  rei  compos^ 
perhaps  peritus  j  a  fcholar,  a  mailer  of  arts  in  Cambridge,  and  a  traveller,  who  went  on 
purpofe  with  the  bilhop  of  Derry  to  fee  it,  8sc. 

•  "  This  whole  Caufeway  (fays  the  fcholar)  confifls  of  pillars  of  perpendicular  cylin- 
ders. The  pillars  do  not  confift  of  joints,  as  you  were  informed,  but  each  cylinder  is 
one  foUd  piece,  only  indeed  inbrealung,  it  breaks  crofswife,  and  not  lengthwife,  which, 
we  commonly  call  fplitting ;  and  all  the  ftones  that  rife  up  on  the  ftrand  are  all  cylin- 
ders^ though  of  never  fo  many  different  angles,  for  there  are  alfo  four-fquared  upon  the 
fame  fhoref.  That  the  cylinders  do  not  confift  of  joints  is  evident  from  hence,  that 
the  pieces  fo  broken  off  have  their  bottom  as  often  convex  or  concave,  as  fiat  or  even.'* 

Thus  has  this  intelligent  traveller  demonflrated  that  thefe  pillars  have  no  joints,  from 
the  very  circumflance  which  of 'all  others  renders  their  articulation  mod  curious  and 
lurprifing. 

In  confequence  of  the  information  which  this  gentleman  gave  of  the  want  of  joiots, 
people  began  to  compare  ihefe  pillars  with  the  regular  foffils  then  beft  known,  the  eu- 
trochi,  aHierife,  and  the  rock  chryltal,  which,  on  a  diminutive  fcale,  feemed  to  bear  re- 
femblance  with  the  larger  maffesin  the  Giants'  Caufeway  ;  and  to  this  end  a  number  of 
queries  were  drawn  up  by  Sir  Richard  Bulkley,  which,  with  their  anfwers  by  Poftor 
Samuel  Foley,  are  publiftied  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions  of  that  period. 

Such  are  thefe  following  : 

**  Are  any  of  the  pillars  hexagons,  or  fquares  ?  or  be  they  pentagons  only  ? 

•  Mr.  Mac  Pherfon's  more  moiJcrn  Fingal. 

^  With  all  due  deference  to  thi»  Cambridge  maftcr  of  srti,  who  fo  feieniifically  dtfcrlbei  thefe  foirr- 
fquarcd  cjriindera,  he  muft  ha»e  made  fome  very  unaccountable  miltalce,  or  elfe  matters  have  been  ftrangely 
altered  fiitce  his  time,  for  there  is  ant  now  a  fiogle  pillu  to  be  found  ia  the  whole  Caufeway  which  ia  not 
cleat  ly  fepaiible  into  very  many  diAiuft  jolnti. 
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**  Have  the  tops  of  the  pillars  any  gravings  or  ftriate  lines  on  them  ? 

"  is  the  fuperficies  caniculate  or  otherwife  grooved  ?"  &c.  &c.    ■ 

All  which  queries,  though  truly  enough  anfwered,  yet  produced  very  liltle  ufeful  in- 
formation ;  being  entirely  direfted  to  the  mere  exterior  appearance  of  the  Caufeway 
itfelf,  without  paying  any  attention  to  the  general  features  of  the  coal^,  to  the  attendant 
foffil  fubHances,  o^  even  to  the  nature  and  chemical  properties  of  the  (tone  itfelf,  which 
is  utterly  different  from  thofe  foffik  with  which  it  was  then  compared.  However,  the 
BritiQi  philofophers  feem  to  have  purfued  the  analogy  of  this  fpecies  of  chryflallization 
with  very  great  confidence  j  To  that  the  authors  of  the  late  appendix  to  their  Encyclo- 
pedia, have  «)deavoured  to  give  it  an  air  of  probability,  by  delineating  many  of  the' 
baialt  pillars  as  terminating  in  pyramids,  like  the  common  rock  cryltal,  and  fome  fpe- 
cies of  falts  •, 

To  thefe  anfwerea  fketch  was  added,  of  which  an  en^ving  is  publilhed  in  the  Phflo- 
fophicat  Tranfaftions,  entitled  '*  A  Draught  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  which  lies  near 
Bengore  Head,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  by  Chriflopher  Cole,  A.  D.  1 694."  Of  this 
drawing  and  its  imperfections,  the  account  which  Doftor  Foley  himfelf  gives  will  be  the 
beft  defcription  :  **  He  tells  me  he  has  not  drawn  the  Giants'  Caufeway  as  a  profpeft, 
nor  yet  as  a  furvey  or  platform,  for  this  he  thought  would  not  anfwer  his  defign  ;  and 
that  he  has  no  name  for  it  but  a  draught,  which  he  took  after  this  fort.  He  fuppofed 
the  hills  and  Caufeway  to  be  epitomifed  to  the  fame  height  and  bignefs  the  draught  {hews 
them,  and  this  he  fancied  the  mod  intelligible  way  to  exprefs  it.'' 

Do£tor  Thomas  Molleneux  was  the  firit  perfon  who  took  any  very  confiderable  pains 
to'prociire  information  concerning  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  and  we  have  reafon  to  lament 
that  the  neceffary  attendance  of  his  profeflion  prevented  him  from  making  his  obferva- 
tions  in  perfon,  for  which  he  feems  to  have  been  well  qualified  :  however,  his  intelli- 
gence was  the  befl  that  had  yet  been  collected.  It  was  round  that  this  fpecies  of  ftone 
was  not  confined  to  the  Giants'  Caufeway  alone,  but  might  be  difcovered  in  the  moun- 
tain of  Dunmull ;  nay  that  it  was  certainly  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the  lapis  mifneus, 
or  bafaltes  of  Stolpen,  in  Saxony,  of  whicha  flight  defcription  had  been  given  by  Agri- 
cola,  in  his  Hillory  of  Foilils. 

By  the  influence  of  this  gentleman  in  the  Dublin  Society,  that  body  employed'a 
painter  of  fome  eminence  to  make  a  general  fketch  of  the  coait  near  the  Caufeway  ; 
but  neither  the  talents  nor  fidelity  of  the  artiH  feem  to  be  at  all  fuited  to  the  purpofe  of 
a  philofophical  landfcape. 

An  engraving  of  this  b  publilhed  under  the  following  title : 

*'  A  true  Profpeft  of  the  Giants*  Caufeway,  near  Bengore  Head,  taken  from  the 
North-weft,  by  Edward  Sandys,  A.  D.  1 696,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Dublin  Society. 

«  Right  Hon.  Sir  Cecil  Week,  Knt.  Prefidetit. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Afhe,  Bifliop  of  Cloyne,  Wm.  Molleneux,  Efq.,  VicePrefidents." 

In  this  true  profpeft,  the  painter  has  very  much  indulged  his  own  imagination,  at  the 
expence- of  his  employers,  infomuch  that  feveral  tall  pillars  in  the  Ileep  banks  of  this 
fanciful  fcens  appear  loaded  with  luxuriant  branches,  Hurting  the  wild  rocky  bay  of ' 
Fon  No Jer  f,  with  the  gay  exhibition  of  {lately  forell  trees.    la  the  back  ground  he 

*  Thi«  rrprerentation  of  the  pHiUrt  hai  probably  been  taken  rrom  ailrawmg  of  ihe  bafalteiof  Saiony, 
fent  minjr  years  Bga  to  GcfnCTi  together  wiih  a  defcription  of  that  fpecies  of  ftone  by  Kenltnan.  Thiadraw- 
ing.£onLiiin«  many  errorf,  and  among  the  reft  eshibtts  piUan  of  bafaltes  with  conical  terminatiant. 

f  Thi*  bay  tiet  immediately  eaftivard  from  the  Caufeway.  I  have  here  written  the  name  nearly  ai  it  it 
pronounced  by  the  natives,  «vho  have  fcarcc  any  knowledge  of  the  Iriih  language ;  but  the  proper  mode  of 
writing  it  Ihould  be  Port  na  Bfathach,  which  figni&ct  the  GianH-  Port. 
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difcovered  a  parcel  of  rude  and  ufelefs  materials,  vhich  his  magic  pencil  foon  trans- 
formed into  comfortable  dwelling-houfes,  and  for  chimnies  Jie  has  happily  introduced 
fome  detached  pillars  of  bafaltes,  which,  from  their  peculiar  fituation,  and  the  name 
given  to  them  by  the  peafants  of  the  country,  naturally  excited  the  attention  of  this  ex- 
traordinary  artift.  And  thus  were  concluded  the  labours  of  the  laft  century,  concern- 
ing this  curious  work  of  nature. 

From  that  period  the  bafalt  pillars  of  this  kingdom  pafled  almoft  unnoticed  for  half 
a  century,  and  feem  to  have  been  viewed  cautioufly,  and  as  it  were  at  a  ditlance,  by  men 
of  fcience,  who  appeared  flow  to  engage  with  an  ob|e£t  which  had  hitherto  entirely 
baffled  the  attempts  of  every  theorift. 

In  the  year  1740,  Mrs,  Sufannah  Drury  made  two  very  beautiful  and  correal  paint- 
ings of  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  which  obtained  the  premium  appointed  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  arts  in  Ireland  ;  and  thele  drawings  being  foon  after  engraved  by  the  hand 
of  an  eminent  artifl:,  and  publilhed,  the  attention  of  the  world  was  once  again  directed 
toward  this  antiquated  fubjeft. 

Shortly  after  this,  Do^or  Pococke,  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  induftry  in  philofo- 
phical  purfuits,  made  a  tour  through  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  was  the  only  perTon 
who  appears  to  have  taken  a  general  view  of  the  coaft,  of  which  he  has  giren  a  curfory 
defcription.  But  not  content  with  a  plain  hiftory  of  matters  of  hO,,  the  learned  Dodor 
ventured  to  ftart  a  new  theory  of  his  own,  which  I  fear  will  not  ftand  the  teft  of  a  cri- 
tical examination :  to  fay  the  truth,  it  is  little'  elfe  than  the  do&rine  of  the  atoms  of 
Epicurus  in  a  modem  drefs  *. 

He  conceives  that  the  bafaltes  might  once  have  been  fufpended  in  a  watery  me£um> 
either  in  folution,  or  as  a  kind  of  mud  :  that  at  certain  times,  accidental  fits  of  precipi- 
tation took  place,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  form  a  range  of  Iht^t  cylinders,  whofe  upper 
ends  Ihould  chiefly  be  convex :  that  as  thefe  joints  became  fomewhat  fotid,  a  fecond  fit 
of  precipitation  took  place,  forming  a  fecond  range  of  incumbent  joints,  which  malk' 
generally  be  concave,  adapted  to  the  convexity  of  the  lower  order,  and  thus,  by  fuccef- 
live  fits  of  precipitation,  he  fuppofes  a  fet  of  ereSt  cylinders  might  be  generated  in  con- 
tact with  each  other.  Now  a  fet  of  cylinders  can  touch  only  in  right  Hues,  and  there- 
fore muft  leave  empty  fpaces  between  them ;  but  the  [Hilars  being  yet  foft,  and  yielding 
to  the  increafmg  prelTure  from  above,  ihould,  he  imaguies,  dilate,  and  fpread  themfelves 
out  fo  as  to  fill  up  the  vacuities.  And  thus  he  conceives  may  the  polygon  artici^ated 
pillars,  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  be  generated. 

I  fhall  not  delay  you  by  any  commentary  on  this  unhappy  theory,  only  to  obfenre» 
that  a  more  accurate  enquiry  would  have  difcovered  horizontal  and  even  curved  pillars^ 
for  the  produ&ion  of  which  this  caufe  is  utterly  inadequate  f. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  and  fuch  hal^e  been  the  labours  of  the 
learned,  and  their  various  opinions  concerning  its  flru£lure,  in  which,  whatever  may 
have  been  already  accomplUhed,  much  certainly  remains^  to. be  done^ towards  a  judicious 

*  "  Die  c«n(<:t,iD  iniinito  Enani,  in  (|uo  nihil  nee  rummum,  nee  iaGmum,  nee  medium,  oec  iiltimum,  nee 
cstremum  fit :  iia  fe(ri  ut>  concurriombus  inter  fe  coherercxnt  i  ex  quo  eSciantur,  aa  qus  fiat,  quoque 


t  Mr.  D'Acofta,  whohaipubltthed  this  account  of  Do£lor  Poco<^'*  in  bit  I£(hirr  of  FollHs.  ftrangaly 
ranges  the  bafaltes  among  the  clafs  of  marbles,  or  ftonet  allied  to  marblct,  with  whictt  it  hat  not  any  one 
common  feature  of  refemolancc,  except  that  it  will  receive  a  poliflt ;  fo  that  he  might  with  equal  propriety 
haTe  clafled  it  with  any  other  hard  fubftance  in  nature.  In  truth  he  feemt  to  be  very  ill  informed  oa  the 
(ubjeft  imagiaiag  this  to  be  the  onljr  Hone  of  the  kind  ever  di^TCred,  tnd  i*  in  amaze  to  think  how  far  it 
Buy  ezteod  into  the  fea. 
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arrangement  of  a  fufficient  number  of  materials,  whereon  to  build  any  general  theory 
to  fatisfy  a  reafonable  mind  with  refpefl  to  its  formation. 

In  my  laft  letter  I  mentioned  that  the  extent  of  country  contiguous  fo  the  Caufeway, 
through  which  all  the  varieties  of  this  fpecies  of  ftone  prevailed,  was  much  greater  than 
had  been  imagined :  and  within  thefe  few  years  it  has  been  difcovered  abroad,  that  the 
bafailes  is  a  comlnon  foflii  through  every  part  of  the  world,  there  being  few  kingdoms 
where  it  may  not  be  found  under  one  fliape  or  another.  Hence  it  has  come  lo  pafs  that 
thf  obfervations  of  men  of  fcience  in  diliant  places  have  been  united  on  this  fubjed  ; 
djffert  nt  theories  have  been  compared  together- ;  and  more  general  analogies  fuggefted, 
OH  which  to  build  fome  rational  conjeiiures,  concerning  the  caufe  that  might  have 
produced  theffi  wonderful  pillars. 

It  is  fomewhat  fmgular,  however,  that  during  thefe  enquiries  abroad,  all  appeals 
which  have  been  made  to  the  Giants*  Caufeway,  in  favour  of  any  particular  fyllem, 
have  always  proved  fallacious  ;  and  ftill  more  extraordinary,  when  one  confiders  that 
thefe  errors  Ihould  have  principally  arifen  from  the  extreme  pains  employed  in  defcrib- 
jRg  it,  particularly  from  thofe  two  accurate  and  beautiful  drawings  executed  by  Mrs. 
Drury,  which  have  really  been  a  Humbling  block  to  moft  of  the  foreign  writers  on  this 
fubjeft.  Thus  Monf  Demareft,  the  ingenious  father  of  the  volcanic  theory  of  bafaltes, 
ftrangely  imagines  that  the  Caufeway  has  been  a  current  of  lava  erupted  from  the  fide 
of  a  conical  mountain,  though  there  is  not  a  mountain  of  any  fort  in  its  vicinity,  nor 
one'  of  that  particular  fhape  within  a  great  many  miles  of  it.  The  truth  is,  that  gentle- 
man faw  thefe  much  celebrated  drawings,  and  has  millaken  the  fegment  of  a  Ihelving 
cape,  at  whofe  bafe  the  pillars  (land,  for  a  portion  of  a  conical  hill  cut  down  in  the  di- 
rection of  its  axis ;  and  this  error  has  been  confirmed  by  the  prevailing  cuftom  of  putting 
thofe  piSures  together  in  the  fame  frame  ;  fo  that  the  two  fegments,  Handing  back  to 
back,  exhibit  lae  appearance  of  an  entire  conical  mountain,  uich  as  Mr.  Detnareft  de* 
fcribes  *. 

Iiwasalfoobfervedby  foreigners,  that  in  every  drawing  and  defcription  of  the  Giants* 
Caufeicay,  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  circumftance  of  its  projefting  into  the 
fea  ;  hence  a  crude  and  indefinite  opinion  was  adopted  by  many  writers,  that  the  pillars 
of  bafaltes  were  produced  by  the  refrigeration  of  a  liquid  body  of  lava,  in  confcquence 
of  being  fuddenly  plunged  into  water.  Such  is  the  theory  of  a  Mr.  Rafpe,  who  has 
pabliflied  an  account  of  the  valley  of  Heffe  Caflel,  in  Germany,  and  fuch  are  the  fenti- 
ments  advanced  by  Monf.  de  Luc,  in  his  excellent  Letters  addreffed  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  in  which  he  gives  as  his  opinion,  that  the  ancient  volcanos  were  formed  in  the 
ocean,  where  the  fudden  cooling  of  the  melted  mafs  (not  to  count  on  the  prefence  of 
the  marine  fait  J  might  have  determined  a  regularity  of  figure  in  the  cooling  bodyt- 

Though  this  opinion  does  with  much  ingenuity  aflign  a  reafon  why  the  bafaltic  pil- 
■  lars  are  not  produced  at  this  day,  as  they  were  fonncrly,  yet  a  little  confideration  will 
ihew  that  it  ought  not  haftily  to  be  adopted,  fuice  genend  experience  teaches  us  that  all 

•  *'  Jc  tirai  dc  cette  corfontiite  rcconnu  un  confcquence  que  la  force  de  I'analogiV  m'aBtorifoit  a  tirer : 
cette  confirtjuence  roe  6t  voir,  dans  la  CliauEee  de  G^an«,  et  dam  toute  le  oialTeB  priTmatlquca  que  fc  mon* 
(rent  fur  le  bord  cfcarpcsflc  la  mere  en  Ireland,  el  an  mot  dans  le  fammet  tronquea,  q'on  y'appercoit,  I'ou- 
Trage  de»  eruptions,  d'un  ou  de  plufieur  vokans  qui  fe  font  etei'nt,  comme  ceiis  ilti  Auvergne  " — See 
Monf  Demarcft's  Memoir  on  the  Bafaltes  of  Auvergne,  in  the  volume  of  tlie  French  Academy  for  i;ji. 

f  "  Or,  on  Toit  une  caufe  de  plus,  dana  let  volcang  anctencit  que  dans  lea  modernes,  pour  produire  ccc 
effet  {  c'eli  dc  e'etre  formes  dan>  la  mer,  on,  fana  compter  la  prefcens  du  fel,  rauouchmcnt  feul  de  I'eau,  ea 
produifanc  un  condenfation  plui  fabite,  a  pu  ctre  un  circonltancc  dcteimiiiaDie."  X>e  Luc  Lettrei  a  I> 
Xcinc  de  Grande  Bretagne. 
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tumuUiTary  caufes  are  only  adapted  to  produce  tumultuary  effefls :  every  fpecies  of  re- 
gular figure  produced  by  cryftalltzatjon,  or  any  mode  whatever  analogous  to  it,  being 
always  more  perfect,  in  proportion  as  length  of  time  and  reft  have  allowed  the  different 
particles  to  unite  gradually  j  indeed  a  moment's  refleftion  mull  fatisfy  any  one,  thatihe 
furiousencoiuiicr  of  a  river  of  liquid  fire  with  the  waters  of  tlie  ocean,  fo  far  from  being 
fuited  to  form  the  neat  and  elegant  arrangement  of  our  pillars  of  b^faltes,  can  only  tend 
to  introduci;  confufion  and  irregularity.  But  in  truth,  any  arguments  derivied  from  the 
particular  fituation  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway  will  be  found  extremely  erroneous,  becaufe 
ihe  circumftance  of  its  fianding  in  the  Tea  ia  purely  accidental  j  fimilar  pillars  being  often 
difcoverable  on  the  fuminit  of  the  higheft  grounds  in  its  neighbourhood,  many  hundred 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  beach. 

1  ftiall  no  longer  weary  your  patience  by  a  more  minute  account  of  the  opinions  to 
which  this  celebrated  Caufeway  has  given  birth,  but-fhatl  hallen  to  a  general  view  of  the 
bold  volcanic  theories  ^that  have  been  advanced  to  expkii^  the  produ^on  of  the  pillars 
of  bafaltes. 

LETTER  VIII. 
BEAR  SIR,  Portrujh,  Augvft  24. 

THE  vicinity  of  the  little  fifhing  village  of  Portrufh  to  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  has 
afforded  me,  during  my  ftay  hero,  ample  opportunity  to  vifit  that  curious  work  of  na- 
ture, and  to  examine,  with  a  good  deal  of  attention,  the  features  of  the  adjoining  coun- 
try, which  has  hitherto  been  very  imperfeflly  known. 

The  Caufeway  Itfelf  is  generally  defcribed  aa  a  mole  or  quay,  projeding  from  the  bafe 
of  a  fteep  promontory,  fomc  hundred  feet  into  the  fea,  and  is  formed  of  perpendicular 
pillars  of  bafaltes,  which  ftand  in  conta£t  with  each  other,  exhibiting  an  appearance  not 
much  unlike  a  folid  honeycomb.  The  pillars  are  irregular  prifms,  of  various  denomi- 
nations, from  four  to  eight  fides  •  ;  but  the  hexagonal  columns  are  as  numerous  as  all 
the  others  together. 

On  a  minute  infpeftion,  each  pillar  is  found  to  be  feparable  into  feveral  joints,  whofe 
articulation  is  neat  and  compaft  beyond  expreffion,  the  convex  termination  of  one  joint 
always  meeting  a  concave  focket  in  the  next ;  befides  which,  the  angles  of  one  fre- 
quently (hoot  over  thofe  of  the  other,  fo  that  they  are  completely  locked  together,  and 
can  rarely  be  feparated  without  a  frafture  of  feme  of  their  parts. 

The  fides  of  each  column  are  unequal  among  themfelves,  but  the  contiguous  fides  of 
adjoining  columns  are  always  of  equal  dimenfions  fo  as  to  touch  in  all  their  parts. 

Though  the  angles  be  of  various  magnitudes,  yet  the  fum  of  the  contiguous  angles 
of  adjoining  pillars,  always  makes  up  four  right  ones.  Hence  there  are  no  void  fpaces 
among  the  bafaltes,  the  furface  of  the  Caufeway  exhibiting  to  view  a  regular  and  com- 
paft  pavement  of  polygon  ftones. 

The  ouifide  covering  is  foft,  and  of  a  brown  colour,  being  the  earthy  parts  of  this 
flone  nearly  deprived  of  its  metallic  principle  by  the  aftlon  of  the  air,  and  of  the  marine 
acid  which  it  receives  from  the  fea  f.  ,  >       ' 

•,Monfieor  Fai^»de  St.  Fond  took  much  paini  to  fearch  for  p'llars  of  nine  fides  among  tTie  bafaltes  of 
Vivarail,  in  confcqucnce  of  the  accannt  whi(;li  Mr.  Mullencui  and  Moniicur  de  Lille  gave,  tliat  fucti  were 
to  be  found  j  but  there  it  little  doubt  that  both  thcfe  gentlemen  were  iniftaken,  as  none  of  that  denomina- 
tioo  are  to  be  difcovercd  at  (he  Gianii'  Caufewaj  or  ill  neighbourhood.  Indeed  odagonal  pillars  are  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with. 

t  This  coating  containi  iron  which  lias  loll  its  phlogilton,  and  it  nearly  reduced  to  a  ftate  uf  calx  ;  for 
with  a  very  moderate  lieat  it  become*  a  bright  red  ochre  culouri  cbc  attenduit  of  an  iron  earth. 

vol..  III.  5  Y  Thefe 
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Tbefe  are  the  obvious  external  characters  of  this  extraordinary  jnle  of  balaltes,  obb 
ferved  and  defcribed  with  wonder  by  every  one  who  has  Teen  it.  But  it  is  not  here  thu 
our  admiration  Oiould  ceafe }  whatever  the  procefs  was,  by  which  nature  )m>duced  dut 
-beautiful  and  curious  arrangement  of  pillars  foconfpicuousabout  the  Giant's  Caufeway, 
the  caufe,  far  from  being  limited  to  that  fpot  alone,  appears  to  have  extended  thrrmgb  a 
large  traft  of  country,  in  every  direftion,  infomuch  that  many  of  the  common  qnanies' 
for  feveral  irules  round,  feem  to  be  only  abortive  attempts  towards  the  produfiion  of  1 
Giant's  CauFeway. 

From  want  of  attention  to  this  circumftance,  a  vaft  deal  of  time  and  labour  han 
been  idly  fpent  in  minute  examinations  of  the  Caufeway  itfelf  j  in  tracing  its  courfe 
under  the  ocean,  purfuing  its  columns  into  the  ground,  determining  its  length  and 
breadth,  and  the  number  of  its  pillars,  with  numerous  wild  conjeftures  concerning  its 
original ;  all  of  which  ceafe  to  be  of  any  importance,  when  this  fpot  is  coniidered  onlv 
as  a  fmall  corner  of  an  immcnfc  bafalt  quarry,  extending  widely  over  all  the  netgb' 
bcuring  land. 

1  he  leading  features  of  this  whcJe  coaft  are  the  two  great  promontories  of  Bengore 
and  Fairhead,  which  fland  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  each  other;  both 
formed  on  a  great  and  extenfive  fcale ;  both  abrupt  toward  the  fea,  and  abundantly  a- 
poff  d  to  obfervalion,  and  each  in  its  kind  exhibiting  noble  arrangements  of  the  di% 
nut  fpecies  of  columnar  bafaltes. 

i  he  former  of  thefe  lies  about  feven  miles  well  of  Ballycallle,  and  is  generally 
defcribed  by  feamen,  who  fee  it  at  a  diHance,  and  in  profile,  as  an  extenfive  headland^ 
running  out  from  the  coaft  to  a  confiderable  length  into  the  fea ;  but,  flridily  fpeakiog, 
it  is  made  up  of  a  number  of  leHbr  capes  and  bays,  each  with  its  own  proper  name, 
the  tout  enfenible  of  which  forms  what  the  feamen  denominate  the  headland  of  Bengore. 

Thefe  capes  are  compofed  of  a  variety  of  different  ranges  of  pillars,  and  a  great 
number,  of  flrata ;  which,  from  the  abruptncfs  of  the  coaft,  are  extremely  confpicuoos^ 
.  and  form  an  unrivalled  pile  of  natural  archite£lure,  in  which  all  the  neat  reg!jlaniy>and 
elegance  of  art  is  united  to  the  wild  mapniBcence  of  nature. 

'The  ihoft  perfeft  of  thefe  capes  is  called  Pieaikin,  of  which  I  fliall'  attempt  a  defcrip- 
tion,  and  along  with  it  hope  to  fend  a  drawing  which  my  drafifman  has  taken  from  the 
beach  below,  at  the  rifk  of  his  neck ;  for  the  approach  firom  thefe  promontories  dowa 
to  the  fea,  is  frightful  beyond  defcription,  and  requires  not  only  a  Urong  head,  but 
very  confiderable  bodily  a£livity  to  accompliOi  it. 

The  fummit  of  Fleafldn  is  covered  with  a  thin  grafly  fod,  under  which  lies  the  amo- 
ral rock,  having  generally  an  uniform  hard  furface,  fomewhat  cracked  and  Ihtvered. 
At  the  depth  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  fummit,  this  rock  begins  to  affume  a  colunv. 
nar  tendency,  and  forms  a  range  of  maffy  pillars  of  bafaltes,  which  Hand  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  horizon,  prefenting,  in  the  fharp  ftice  of  ihe  promontory,,  the  appearanffi 
of  a  magnificent  gallery  orcoTonade,  upward  of  fixty  feet  in  height. 

Tbiscokinadeisfupported  ooafolid  bafeof  coarfe,  black,  irregular  rock,  nearflxty. 
feet  thick,  abounding  in  blebs  and  air  holes,  but  though  comparatively  irregular,  it 
may  be  evidently  obferved  to  affeft  a  peculiar  figure,  tending  in  many  places  to  run  into 
regular  forms,  refembling  the  fliooting  of  falts  and  many  other  fubftances  during  a 
hally  cryllallizarion. 

Under  this  great  bed  of  flone  (lands  a  fecond  range  of  pillars,  between  forty  anS 

fifty  feet  in  hdght,  lets  grofs,  and  more  fliarply  de6ned  than  thofe  of  the  upper  flory, 

many -of  them,  on  a  dofe  view,  emulatiag  even  the  neatnefs  of  the  columns  in  the 
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Giants'  Caufeway.    This  lower  range  is  borne  on  a  layer  of  red  ochre  ftone,  which 
ferves  as  a  relief  to  fliew  it  to  great  advantage  *. 

Thefe  two  admirable  natural  galleries,  together  with  the  interjacent  mafs  of  irregular 
rock  form  a  perpendicular  height  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  feet  j  from  the  haSe  of 
which,  the  promontory,  covered  with  rock  and  grafs,  ilopes  down  to  tbe  fea  for  the 
fpace  of  two  hundred  feet  more,  making  in  all  a  mais  of  near  four  hundred  feet  in 
height,  which  in  beauty  and  variety  of  its  colouring,  in  elegance  and  novelty  of  arrange- 
ment, and  in  the  extraordinary  magnitude  of  its  objects,  cannot  readily  be  rivalled  by 
any  thing  of  the  kind  at  prefent  known  f. 

Though  there  are  but  two  complete  ranges  of  pillars  which  appear  in  any  of  the  pro- 
montories, yet  is  not  improbable  that  there  may  be  many  more  in  fucceflion,  at  various 
depths  under  ground  ;  and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  columnar  marks  which  may 
be  traced  in  feveral  rocks  that  lie  in  the  fea.  The  Caufeway  itfelf,  which  is  Htuated  at  the 
bafe  of  one  of  thofe  promontories,  on  the  level  of  the  beacl),  is  one  of  thofe  columnar 
beds  that  has  been  accidently  ftripped  and  waflied  by  length  of  time  and  ftorms.- 

The  pillars  of  this  whole  headland  appear  naturally  to  affeft  a  perpendicular  fitOation, 
and  in  tbe  few  places  where  they  he  in  an  inclined  podure,  it  feems  to  be  the  effect  of 
fome  external  caufe,  which  has  deranged  them  from  their  original  difpofition.  indeed 
wliere  the  forms  of  iryftallization  are  imperfeft,  they  may  be  feen  to  0100.1  in  various 
direflions,  and  fometimes  in  irregular  curves,  but  in  moft  of  thefe  inftauces  the  co- 
lumnar outline  is  very  rude  and  unfinifhed. 

It  is  worth  remarking,  that  the  ranges  of  pillars  are  more  perfefl  in  proportion  as 
they  lie  deeper  under  ground  ;  the  fecond  range  in  Pleafltin  is  evidently  better  finilhed 
than  the  upper  one,  and  contains  much  fewer  irregularities  in  the  grain  of  its  ftone ;; 
while  the  pillars  of  the  Caufeway,  which  runs  into  the  fea  itfelf,  have  ftill  a  greater  fharp- 
nefs  in  their  6gure,  and  are  more  dob  and  uniform  in  their  texture. 

Such  is  the  general  outline  of  this  great  headland,  which  afibrds  objects  extremely 
interefting  to  every  one  who  may  wifli  to  ftudy  Nature  in  her  bold  and  uncommon 
works. 

At  the  diflance  of  eight  miles  from  hence  (as  I  mentioned  before)  the  promontory 
of  Fairhead  I  raifes  its  lofty  filmmit  more  than  four  hundred  feet  above  the  Tea,  form- 
ing the  eaflem  termination  of  Baltycaftle  bay.  It  prefents  to  view  a  vaft  compa^  mafs 
of  rude  columnar  Hones,  tbe  forms  of  which  are  extremely  grofs,  many  of  them  being 
near  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  the  texture  fo  coarfe  §,  as  to  refemble 
black  fchorle  (lone,  rather  than  the  clofe  Bne  gram  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway  bafaltes. 
A<  the  bafe  of  thefe  gigantic  columns,  ties  a  wild  walle  of  natural  ruins,  of  an  enormous 
fize,  which  in  the  courfe  of  fucceflive  ages  have  been  tumbled  down  from  their  founda- 
tion by  ftorms,  or  fome  more  powerful  operations  of  nature.  Thefe  maffive  bodies 
have  fometimes  withftood  the  ftiock  of  thetr  fall,  and  often  lie  in  groupes  and  clumps 

•  The  only  inftanccs  of  differeot  ranges  af  bafaltes  that  hare  hitherto  been  dtfcovered,  occur  in  the  t»- 
luable  work  of  Monf.  raujas  de  St.  Fond,  on  the  volcano*  of  Vivarain,  &c.  but  the  arrangement  whick 
appears  there,  even  with  the  neatnefs  that  alwayi  atlendG  an  engraving,  ti  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Plealkia. 

if-  Mr.  Pennant  is  much  millaken  in  his  opinion  that  tbe  little  ifland  of  Stana,  whofe  grcatell  height  h 
but  one  hundred  and  twentjf-ei^ht  fee',  containt  any  ohjeA  equal  to  the  bold  promontories  of  Beugore. 
Neither  are  the  bed  rpecimcns  of  pillars  at  Stafia  at  all  comparable  to  thofe  of  the  Giaiiti'  Caufeway,  w 
ncatn«ra  of  form,  or  fingularity  of  articulation. 

t  Thii  i»  the  Rhodogium  Promontorium  of  Ptolemy  the  geographer. 

§  Thefe  pillars  do  not,  at  firft  view,  appear  to  have  any  marks  of  articulation  ;  but,  on  obferving  fuck 
«•  have  fallen  down  from  the  top  of  Fairhead,  they  are  found  to  be  often  feparatcd  into  pretty  regular  loiqt a 
by  the  force  of  the  fall . 
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of  pillars,  refembling  many  of  the  varieties  of  artificial  ruins,  and  forming  a  very  novel 
and  ftriking  landlcape. 

A  favjge  wildiiefs  charaflerizes  this  great  promontory,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  oceaa 
rages  with  uncommon  fury.  Scarce  a  fingle  mark  of  vegetation  has  yet  crept  over  the 
hard  roctt  lo  diverfify  its  colouring,  but  one  uniform  greynefs  clothes  the  fcene  all 
around.  Upon  ihe  whole,  it  makes  a  fine  contrafl  with  the  beautiful  capes  of  Bengore, 
where  the  varied  brown  fhades  of  thu  pillars,  enlivened  by  the  red  and  green  tints  of 
ochre  and  grafs,  caft  a  degree  of  life  and  cheerfulnefs  over  the  different  obje£ls. 

Though  I  have  particularly  defcribed  the  bafalt  pillars  of  thefe  two  magnificent  pro- 
montories,  yet  there  are  many  oth&r  fimiiar  arrangements  through  this  country,  wtuch, 
though  lefe  worthy  of  admiration  as  great  objefts,  yet  become  extremely  interelting 
when  one  uijhes  to  fearch  minutely  into  the  natural  caufes  which  might  have  produced 
thefe  extraordinary  pillars. 

The  mountain  of  Dunmull,  lying  between  Colerain  and  the  river  Bufft,  abounds  in 
this  fpe^ies  of  ftone,  particularly  at  the  craigs  of  Illamore,  where  two  different  ranges 
of  columns  may  be  difcovered ;  and  at  moH  of  the  quarries  which  have  occafionally 
been  opened  round  the  mountain.  They  may  be  feen  alio  at  Dunluce-hill,  near  the  calBe 
of  Dunluce :  in  the  bed  of  the  river  Bufli,  near  the  bridge  of  Bulhmills :  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountain  of  Croaghmore :  in  many  parts  of  the  high  land  over  Ballintoy: 
in  the  ifland  of  Raghery,  and  various  other  places,  through  an  extent  of  coaft  about  fif- 
teen miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth  *. 

I  Ihall  not  at  prefent  delay  you  with  a  minute  defcription  of  each  of  thefe,  but*may,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  letters,  takeanopportunity  to  mention  the  general  charafter  of  tbefiice 
of  this  cotmtry,  and  any  fingularitles  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  forms  and  fituatioo  of  its 
balaltes.        Yours,  &c 


LETTER   IX. 

DEAR  SIR,  .  Portrujhy  Augu/l  13. 

IN  my  lad  letter  I  defcribed  the  external  charafter  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway  piilan, 
which  will  abundantly  ferve  to  difcriminate  the  columnar  bafaltes  from  any  other  foffil 
of  a  different  fpecies  at  prefent  known.  But  as  this  flone  does  not  always  appear  in 
its  prifmatical  form,  it  will  be  convenient  to  take  notice  of  fomc  other  properties,  not 
immediately  derived  from  its  figure,  by  which  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  diflinguKb  it  in 
thofe  inftances  where  it  may  be  difpofed  in  more  rude  and  irregular  maffes. 

The  balaltes  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway  t  is  a  black,  ponderous,  clofe-grained  flxme, 
which  does  not  effervefce  in  any  of  the  mineral  acids. 

Its  fpecific  gravity  is  to  that  of  water,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  2.90  to  1.00,  and 
to  that  of  the  finefl  marble,  as  2.90  to  2.70. 

Though  its  texture  be  compad,  it  is  not  abfolutely  homogeneous;  for  if  ground 
to  a  fmooth  furface,  its  bright  jet-black  poUih  is  disfigured  by  feveral  fmall  pores. 

•  Bejond  thi«  traA,  which  abounds  in  perfefl  pillars,  an  attentiVe  obfervcr  will  be  able  to  trace  the  fine 
fpCcicB  of  foflilB  in  very  diftant  pans  of  ihe  counliy,  as  fsr  as  the  northern  Jbore  of  Lougbncagh,  and  lb( 
mauntaiDs  of  ihe  county  of  Drrry  ;  in  ninny  places  tii  which  imperfcft  columnar  forma  may  be  obfcrrcdj 
lb  ihat  the  grrai  ciufe  which  generated  this  fpecies  of  llu^ie,  has  been  exerted  through  a  fpaceof  moretbin 
forty  tnilei  in  length  and  twenty  in  breadth  ;  that  h,  thtuugh  above  eight  hundred  fquarc  milet. 

f  I  have  intenlionally  confined  this  account  to  the  Hone  of  the  Gianti'  Caufeway,  becaufe  it  fttmt » 
^rfedin  ftB  kind  as  anyfaitherto  difcovered,  and  may  in'fomc mciirurc fcTTC  for  a  ftaodsrd,  wilh  whicbto 
compare  other  Qodc  of  the  fame  fpecin. 
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It  (Irikes  fire  imperfeftly  with  a  fteel. 

When  expofed  to  a  moderate  heat  in  a  common  fire  it  affumes  a  reddifti  colour, 
which  is  mort:  vivid  on  its  natural  outfide  covering,  and  iofes  about  -ji,.  part  of  its 
weight*. 

In  a  more  tntenfe  heat  it  readily  melts,  and  is,  as  the  chymifts  ezprefs  it,  fufible 

With  the  afliftance  of  an  alkali  flux  it  may  be  vitrified,  and  forms  an  op:  que  glafs  of 
a  black  or  bluifti  colour. 

Its  principal  component  parts  are  iron  in  a  metallic  ftate,  combined  chiefly  with  fili- 
ceous  and  argillaceous  earths. 

lis  metallic  principle  may  be  demonflrated  by  a  very  fimple  experiment :  let  a  fmall 
fragmeiit  of  bafaltes,  in  its  natural  (late,  be  brought  into  conta£t,  or  very  near  to  a  good 
magnetical  needle,  and  it  may  be  made  to  detain  the  needle  at  a  confiderable  diflance 
from  its  meridian.  Let  this  fragment  be  touched  by  a  magnet  and  it  will  acquire  pretty 
ftrong  polarity,  capable  of  attra^ing  or  repelling  the  needle,  at  the  didance  of  an  inch 
or  more.  From  hence  it  is  proved  to  contain  iron  in  a  metallic  ftate,  becaufe  the  calx 
of  that  metal  is  incapable  of  producing  any  magnetical  phicnoraena  whatever. 

To  determine  the  quantity  and  quality  of  each  conflituent  part,  requires  a  very  flow 
and  laborious  operation,  which  would  be  almoft  equally  tedious  in  the  defcnption.  I 
fliall  therefore  jud  mention  the  refults  from  the  experiments  of  that  able  chymiil.  Sir 
Torbem  Bergman,  whofe  authority  you  will  not  readily  quellion : 

Bafaltes  loo  parts. 

Contains  filiceous  earth        -  50  parts, 

Argillaceous  earth  15 
Calcarious  earth  8 

Magnefia  •  2 

Iron  -  -  35 


From  thefe  elements  we  fiiall  eafily  be  enabled  to  account  for  feveral  of  its  pro- 
perties- 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  its  fpecific  gravity  is  fo  confiderable,  exceeding  that  of 
many  ftones,  which,  when  poliflied,  appear  much  more  compaft,  the  quantky  of  phlo- 
gifticatcd  iron  eafily  making  compenfation. 

We  fee  alfo  why  it  anfwers  fo  well  for  a  touchftone,  the  hardnefs  of  its  iron  particles 
eafily  rubbing  and  fretting  ofi'  the  parts  of  any  fofter  metal  which  may  be  applied  to  it, 
and  its  black  ground  ferving  to  difplay  thcfe  to  greater  advantage. 

Hence  too  arifes  its  fufibility  without  addition  ;  for  though  flint,  clay,  and  calcarious 
earth,  are  feparately  refradory,  in  any  degree  of  artificial  heat,  yet  when  mixed  together 
they  are  readily  fufible,  and  Hill  more  eafily  when  united  with  phlogifticated  iron. 

From  the  metallic  /late  of  its  iron  element  we  are  enabled  to  infer,  a  priori,  that  the 
columns  of  the  Giants*  Caufeway  are  all  natural  magnets,  whofe  lower  extremity  is  their 
north  pole,  and  ihe  upper  extremity  their  fouth  pole.  For  having  ftood  during  many 
ages  in  a  perpendicular  pofiiion,  they  muft  have  acquired  that  polanty  which  is  peculiar 
to  all  iron  fubftances  in  a  fimilar  fituation }  and  like  natural  magnets,  every  fragment, 

*  Thi«  lofs  probably  arifca  from  water  expelltd  b;  the  heat.  For  in  the  coarfe  of  twenty-fotir  Iioun 
afitr,  it  wiU  nearly  have  recovered  it*  former  weight,  particularly  if  it  be  moifteoed. 

whea 
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"when  broken,  will  have  its  north  and  fouth  pole.  And  this  1  have  found  true  by  ex. 
perience  ;  each  pillar  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway,  and  each  fragment  of  a  pillar,  which  I 
■applied  ncar^o  the  needle,  having  its  attra£Uve  and  repellent  point. 

Hence  likewife  it  follows  that  the  great  capes  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  the  Caufeway, 
mufl  poffefs  a  fimilar  property  ;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  femicircular  bays  of  Bengore- 
head,  I  have  often  found  the  compafs  very  much  deranged  from  its  meridian. 

The  magnetirm  of  thefe  capes  may  perhaps  be  an  objeS  of  fome  curiofity  ;  it  might 
be  well  worth  inquiring,  how  far  fuch  maffes  of  phlogiftitated  iron  within  the  earth 
may  produce  tbofe  fudden  and  unaccountable  deflexions  of  the  needle,  which  are  al- 
ways inconvenient,  fometimes  fo  dangerous  to  feamen ;  and  whether  that  AlU  more 
myfterious  and  inexplicable  phaenomefion  of  the  annual  variation,  may  not  arife  from 
the  gain  or  lofs  of  the  principle  of  metaUiety,  which  in  the  flow  and  regular  courfe  of 
nature,  may  poflibly  take  place  by  the  various  a^on  of  heat  and  moidure. 

We  have  proof  futHcient  on  a  diminutive  fcale,  that  iron  may  by  a  variety  of  artificial 
'means  lofe  or  gain  that  principle  on  which  alone  its  magnetical  property  depends  ;  and 
the  decompofition  of  the  bafaltes  enables  us  to  afErm,  with  reafonable  certainty,  that 
fuch  changes  do  adually  take  place  in  nature,  and  that  the  magnetical  phfenomena  of 
the  promontory  of  Bengore,  for  inftance,  muft  now  be  different  from  what  it  was  fome 
ages  ago,  or  from  what  it  will  be  fome  ages  henee :  it  may,  therefore,  deferve  confider- 
ation,  how  far  ihls  analogy  could  be  purfued  with  refpeft  to  the  whole  mafa  of  the  earth, 
particularly  as  we  have  evidence  of  the  exigence  of  a  natural  agent  abundantly  adequate 
to  this  effeft,  I  mean  fubterranean  fire,  whofe  ejctenfive  dominion  is  indifputably  proved 
by  thofe  numerous  volcanoes  that  have  been  difcovered  in  fo  many  diftant  parts  of  the 
world,  and  whofe  fources  mufl  lie  at  very  confiderable  depths  below  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  if  we  may  argue  from  the  vail  quantity  of  different  fubftances  which  they  have 
vomited  forth  in  their  various  eruptions. 

From  a  knowledge  of  thefe  elementary  parts  of  the  bafaltes,  we  are  fumilhed  with  an 
analogy  tending  to  throw  forae  light  on  the  regularity  of  its  form..  One  of  its  principles 
is  found  to  be  filiceous  .earth,  and  we  have  very  numerous  proofe  that  this  fubftance 
does,  in  other  inftances  which  come  within  our  obfervation,  frequently  afFea  a  regular 
figure,  variable  however  undpr  various  circumflances.  Thus  rock  cryftal,  which  is  a 
very  pure  flinty  earth,  is  commonly  difpofed  in  the  form  of  hexagonal  prifms,  the  de- 
nomination of  fides  which  chiefly  prevails  among  our  bafaltic  pillars.  Thus  variety  of 
cryftallizatbns  are  found  to  take  place  in  the  metal  of  glafs-houfes,  where  the  furnace 
has  been  fuSered  to  cool  gradually. 

Iron  is  another  of  the  principles  which  enter  into  the  bafaltes ;  and  this  metal  is  found 
to  cryftallize  in  regular  figures,  when  all  fit  circumflances  concur  to  permit  the  due  ar- 
rangement of  its  parts.  This  is  fometimes  difcoverable  in  the  ores  of  that  metal,  and 
may  be  obferved  to  take  place  imperfeOily  even  in  our  founderies,  in  what  is  commonly 
called  the  grain  of  caft  iron,  generally  prefenting  to  view  a  ftriated  appearance :  but, 
in  cafes  where  the  pains  and  ingenuity  of  the  chemift  has  been  exerted  to  exhibit 
this  phaenomenon  more  decifively,  very  regular  cubical  figures  have  been  produced, 
clearly  afcertaining  the  exidencc  of  this  tendency  toward  a  peculiar  difpofition  of  its 
parts. 

In  truth,  the  particles  of  every  fubflance  in  nature  appear  to  pofllfs  private  laws  and 
afl!inities,  whereby  ihey  proceed  to  unite,  and  to  arrange  themfelves  in  regular  forms, 
when  all  things  necel&ry  combine  to  allill  this  tendency  ;  that  is,  when  by  any  means 
whatever,  the  particles  are  removed  to  a  fufHcent  dillance,  and  afterwards  /ufiered  to 
approach  flowlyand  regularly  according  to  their  various  laws  of  adioo. 

Thus 
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Thus  it  appears  to  be  in  the  cafe  of  faline  fubllances,  which  have  been  held  in  folu- 
tion  in  a  watery  medium ;  for  if  by  the  unifonn  evaporation  of  the  fluid,  or  any  other 
4ow  and  regular  caufe  whatever,  time  and  fpace  be  allowed  in  which  ^he  diflblved 
particles  may  exert,  without  difturbance,  their  private  laws  of  afllnity,  thefe  particles 
wilt  be  found  to  affect  an  ^rangement  peculiar  to  that'  fpecies  of  body  to  which  they 
belong.  Thus  again,  alt  bodies  which  have  been  diOblvd  by  the  medium  of  heat, 
when  fuffered  to  cool  equably,  and  without  the  rapid  afflux  of  freOi  portions  of  air, 
do  univerfaJly  exhibit  a  peculiar  difpofition  of  parts,  of  which  inftances  enough  occur 
in  every  fpecies  (d  metal,  in  ful[^urs,  in  glafs,  and,,  in  Ihort,  in  all  fubftances  capable 
of  a  perfect  fufion. 

Since  rfieretbre  we  have  fufficient  evidence,  in  fuch  fnftamces  as  coihe  within  the 
reach  of  human  powers  and  obfervation,  that  the  elementary  parts  of  the  bafaites  dO' 
aSi^St  a  fpecific  form  of  crytlallization,  and  that  this  form  is  always  more  and  more  per- 
k&,  in  proportion  as  our  experiments  are  made  with  greater  regularity,  and  on  a  larger 
fcale,  it  may  not  appear  unreafonable  to  piirfue  the  fame  analogy  in  ttie  extenfive  opera- 
tions of  nature,  where  thofe  laws,  which  are  bitf  imperfeftly  exerted  in  our  diminutive 
expenments,  may  a&  with  full  and  undifturbed  vigour,  capable  of  producing  the  beaur- 
tiful  fymmetry  and  arrangement  of  a  Giants'  Caufeway.  And  though  cryftals  have  pro- 
bably never  heen  produced  from  any  fimple  fubftance,  predfely  anfwering  to  the  arti- 
culated bafalc  pillars,  yet  Bo  very  important  objefHon  can  be  derived  from  hence,,  fince. 
it  is  well  known  that  elements  which  feparately  form  f[>ecific  cryilals,  may,  when  united,, 
conftitute  by  tiietr  compound  laws,,  bodies  di&rent  from  dther  Bgure.  Thus  melted. 
glafs,  through  which  fcoiia:  of  iron  had  been  accidentally  mixed,  was  found  to  afied  a:. 
columnar  (hape*. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  matters  worthy  notice,  which  have  come-  under  my  own  imme- 
diate obfervation  with  refpeA  to  the  per£?£l  flone  of  the  Giants'  Caufeway.  I  Ihall 
next  mention  fome  of  the  leading  varieties  of  its  didei*ent  fpecies. 

Firft,  With  refpeft  to  form  and  magnitude  r  the  pillars  of  the  Caufeway  are  fmali», 
not  very  much  exceeding  one  foot  in  breadth,  and  thirty  in  length,  (harply  defined,, 
neat  in  their  articulation,,  with  convex  or  concave  terminations  to  each  joints  In  many 
of  the  capes  and  hills  they  are  of  a  larger  lize,  more  imperfect  and  irregular  in  their 
figure  and  articulation,  having  often  fiat  terminations  lo  their  joints  t  at  Fairfiead  they 
are  of  gigantic  magnitude,  fometimes  exceeding  five  feet  in  breadth,  and  an  hundred 
in  length  ;  oftemimes  apparently  deftitute  of  joints  altogether.  Through  many  parts 
of  the  country  this  fpecies  of  flone  is  entirely  rude  and  unformed,  feparating  in  loofe 
blocks,  in  which  ftate  it  refembles  the  flone  known  in  Sweden  by  the  name  oiTrappe. 

Secondly,  With  refpe£l  to  fituation  :  the  pillars  at  the  Giants'  Caufeway  ftand  on 
the  level  of  the  beaoh,  from  whence  they  may  be  traced  through  all  degrees  of  eleva- 
tion, to  the  fummit  of  the  highefl  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  at  the  old  fort 
of  Dunmull,  and  on  the  top  of  Croaglunore,  fix  hundred,  feet  at  leall  above  the  level, 
of  the  fea. 

Thirdly,  With  refpefi  to  difpofition  and  arrangement:  At  the  Caufeway,  and.  itii 
mod'  other  places,  (hey.  fland  perpendicular  to  the  horizen  ;  in  fome  of  the  capes,  and 
particularly  near  Ufhet  harbour  in  the  iHe  of  Raghery,  they  lie  in  an  oblique  pofition ;  at 
Doon  Point,  in  the  fame  ijland,  and  aloiig  the  Batlintoy  fhore,  they  form  a  variety  of  re- 
gular curves. 

The  little  point  of  Doon  is  indeed  extremely  curious,  containing  at  once  perpendicu- 

Ur,  horizontal,  and  bending  pillarst  -  Its  bafe  refembles  a  mote  compofed  of  ere£t  co-- 

•  Vide  Kcr't  ObfcrvatKHti  on  tlu:  Crjftatlization  of  Glaff.    Fbil.  Trani;  vol.  kv. 
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lumns  like  thofe  ot"  (he  Giants'  Caufeway  ;  over  the  extremity  of  this  mafs  others  ap. 
poar  in  a  bending  form,  as  if  they  had  Qid  over  in  a  ftateoffofmefe,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating thcmffa^ves  to  the  courfe  of  their  defcent,  and  thus  alfuming  ihe  fi;^ure  of  varioifs 
curves,  in  confequence  of  the  aftion  of  gravity  ;  over  all,  feveral  pillars  are  difpofed  in 
an  horizontal  pofilion,  fuch  as  would  accord  with  an  hypothefis  of  their  having  juft 
reached  the  brink  of  the  defcent  where  they  were  fuddcniy  arretted,  and  became  rigid, 
lying  along  with  their  extremities  pointing  out  toward  the  fea. 

Fourthly,  With  refpefl  to  colour  and  grain:  the  Giants'  Caufeway  ftone  is  black, 
clofe,  and  uniform;  its  varieties  of  colour  are  blue,  reddilh,  grey;  and  of  grain,  all 
that  can  be  fuppofed  from  extreme  finenefs,  to  the  coarfe  granulated  appearance  of  a 
ftone  which  refembles  imperfcft  granite,  abounding  in  cryftals  of  fchorie,  chiefiy  black, 
though  fometimes  of  various  colours. 

Fifthly,  with  refpefl  to  texture  :  we  muft  obferve,  that  though  the  Giant's  Caufe- 
way ftone  be  in  general  compact  and  homogeneous,  yet  it  is  remarkable  that  the  upper 
joint  of  each  pillar,  where  it  can  with  certainty  be  afcertained,  is  always  rudely  formed 
andccllukir*:  the  grofs  pillars  alfo,  in  the  capes  and  mountains,  frequently  abound 
in  thefe  air  holes  through  all  their  parts,  which  fometimes  contain  6nectay  and  other 
apparently  foreign  bodies :  and  the  irregular  bafaltes,  beginning  where  the  pillars  ceafe, 
or  lying  over  them,  is  in  general  extremely  honey-combed,  containing  in  its  cells  cryftals 
of  zeolyte,  little  morfels  of  brown  clay,  fometimes  very  pure  fteatite,  and  in  a  few  in- 
fiances  bits  of  agate. 

The  foffils  attendant  on  the  bafaltes  are^  Firft,  Extenfive  layers  of  red  ochre,  vary- 
ing in  all  degrees  fi:om  a  dull  ferruginous  colour,  to  a  bright  red,  anf*ering  well  for 
coarfe  paint. 

Secondly,  Veins  of  iron  ore,  fometimes  very  rich,  commonly  of  a  brown  or  reddifli 
eaft,  at  other  times  of  a  changeable  blue  colour. 

Thirdly,  Steatites,  goierallyof  a  greenifli  foapy  appearance,  more  rarely  of  a  pure 
white  J  it  raifes  an  imperfeft  faponaceous  froth  when  agitated  with  water. 

Fourthly,  Zeolyte,  of  a  bright  and  pureft  white  colour ;  in  mafles  varying  in  weight 
from  a  grain  to  a  pound  ;  generally  diipofed  in  cavities  of  the  cellular  bafaltes  ;  often 
affcding  a  cryftallization,  in  which  the  fibres  radiate  ont  fvhm  one  center,  in  fome  in- 
ftances  refembling  a  beautiful  fpangled  appearance  of  thiftle  down.  The  moft  remark- 
able property  of  this  foflil  is  that  it  forms  a  gelatinous  mixture  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours  with  any  of  the  mineral  acids,  moft  readily  with  fpirit  of  nitre  f. 

Fifthly,  Peperino  ftone,  a  friable  matrix  of  indurated  clay  and  iron,  ftudded  wiib 
little  morfels  of  zeolyte,  and  other  fubftances.  It  is  often  of  a  reddifli  burnt  colour, 
correfponding  accurately  with  the  peperino  ftone  of  Iceland. 

Sixthly,  Pumice-ftone,  of  a  deep  black  colour,  containing  iron  not  entirely  dephlo- 
gifticated,  but  ftill  capable  of  a£Ung  on  the  needle;  fometimes  found  on  thelhore  of 
the  ifland  of  Raghery. 

•  Vide  pilUr«  at  the  Mufeum  of  Trin.  CoU.  Dnblin. 

-I-  Zeolyte  ia  faid  bf  the  chymills  to  be  compofed  of  argQIaccoui,  filiceous,  and  caTcarioni  rartht,  united  in 
certain  portions  to  water  (vide  Ki'rwaii's  Mineralogy,  page  65).  Now,  that  thefe  clemenii  may  poffiLjIy  be 
fnuiid  ill  it,  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  its  finguhr  properties  can  be  accounted  for  from  this  iinion  atunc,  feeiiia 
not  likely.  In  truth,  chymical  tefta  depending  only  oD  affinities  already  Vnonrn ,  cannot  alwayt  ilifco«mh« 
pretence  uf  that  element  on  which  the  chief  phsEDomena  of  bodies  may  often  depend.  A  chymical  analyfij 
can  then  only  be  elleemed  perfeclly  deciliTe  when  it  is  fuppoited  by  a  fair  fynthclicnl  o'anf,  de>  on  It  rating 
that  the  component  pans  difcoiered  by  the  analyfia  may  be  fo  upited  as  to  form  a  lubilaucc  pulTtfled  of  au 
the  properties  of  tite  originaL 

The 
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-  The  follDwing  folTiIsleem  to  have  exifted  in  their  prcfent  form,  independeat  of»  an^ 
perhaps  antecedent  to  the  bafkltes. 

■  Hrft,  Chalky  Limeflone :  the  whole  country  appears  to  have  been  orifinally  formed 
of  this  fubflance,  to  the  height  of  feveral  hundred  feet  above  the  prefent  level  of  ihe 
fea.  It  lies  in  beds  nearly  parallel  to  the  horizon,  and  contauis  fomc  fcarce  petrifac- 
tions, particularly  belemnites,  more  rarely  aderix. 

Secondly,  Flints :  thefe  are  difpofed  in  great  abundance,  and  in  various  fliapes, 
through  the  chalky  limeftone ;  foinetimes,  however,  they  are  found  loofe  through  the 
ground;  at  other  times  they  may  be  difcovered  among  the  bafaltes':  but  in  all  thefe 
mftances  the  limeftone  appears  to  be  their  proper  matrix,  from  whence  they  have  beea 
only  accidently  difperfed  ;  for  the  vegetable  moid  (in  which  they  are  never  found,  ex- 
cept near  the  limeftone)  moft  commonly  abounds  in  calcarious  earth,  as  if  it  had  been 
principally  formed  by  the  decompofition  of  that  fubftance,  while  the  harder  texture  of 
the  flints,  fuftering  little  change,  ^ere  fcattered  in  their  original  ftate  irregularly  through 
it.  As  for  the  bafaltes,  it  only  contains  them  at  or  very  near  to  the  place  of  contact 
with  the  inferior  mafs  of  calcarious  ftone,  bits  of  which  flill  continue  to  adhere  to  the 
flints  in  many  parts.  The  fubftance  of  the  flints  too  feems  to  have  undergone  fome 
change  in  this  fituatton,  th«r  tranfparency,  hardnefs,  and  colour  being  often  confider- 
ably  idtered. 

Thirdly,  Sandftone :  a  great  mafs  of  this  forms  the  eaftem  fide  of  BallyadUe  bay^ 
and  in  one  part  the  bafalt  {Hilars  of  Fairhead  reft  on  it. 

Fourthly,  Pit-coal :  it  lies  in  beds  between  the  layers  of  landftone  at  Ballycaftle,  and 
appears  to  continue  under  the  fea  to  the  ifland  of  Raghery. 

Fifthly,  Martial  Vitriol :  this  is  formed  among  the  coal-pits,  by  the  union  of  Aeiiil* 
phureous  acid  of  the  coals  with  a  fhatum  of  iron. 

Sixthly,  A  very  fmgular  range  of  calcarious  pholptioric  rocks ;  thefe  lie  on  the  fliore 
of  the  ifland  of  Raghery,  nearly  where  the  vem  ot  the  Ballycaftle  coals  might  he  fup- 
pofed  to  reach.  CTofe  to  the  ihore  it  refembles  a  hard  white  limeftone,  of  a  blueifh 
caft ;  a  little  further  inland  it  becomes  fofter,  and  whiter ;  by  and  by  it  aflumeB  the  ap< 
pearance  of  a  calcarious  fand-ftone ;  in  each  of  which  (fates  it  produces  a  vivid  yellowifh 
light  when  fprinkled  on  coals,  or  a  hot  iron.  It  does  /lot  emit  a  fulphureous  fme^  in 
burning,  nor  does  it  difcolour  vitriolic  acid  in  folutionf. 

I  have  here  given  you  a  fummary  of  the  principle  varieties  of  the  bafaltes  and  its  at- 
tendant foflils }  perhaps  you  will  fay  that  my  brevity  does  not  help  to  make  me  intelUgibley 
but  to  this  I  muft  anfwer  iirft,  that  if  foQils  catmot  be  afcertained  by  a  few  general  cha> 
raderifUcs,  a  more  laboured  defcription  of  minute  drcumffances  will  do  little  elfe  than 
perplex  any  perfon  who  is  not  a  very  good  mineralogift,  in  which  cafe  we  have  no  re- 
fource  but  in  a^ual  obfervation.  And  fecondly,  that  fuch  circumftances  as  I  have  here 
mentioned,  will  probably  aSbrd  a  foundation  broad  enough  on  which  to  build  any  ana- 
logical reafoning  that  may  be  derived  immediately  from  the  nature  of  the  fubftance* 
themfelves. 

As  I  ihould  be  forry  to  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  reading  this  letter  only  for  the 
unprofitable  labour  of  learning  uncommon  names,  which  would  certainly  be  the  cafe 
did  this  account  terminate  the  fubjed ;  I  (hall,  in  my  next  letter,  candidly  af^ly  fuch  ar- 
guments as  can  be  derived  from  the  nature  and  properties  of  thefe  fof&ls,  to  explain 

*  For  inftucc.  ander  Dunluce  Caftle. 

f  iipecimeni  of  all  tnefe  fofiUf  may  be  ktn  in  the  Mufcum  of  T.  C.  D<»  ttadcr  the  delcription  of  Irifb 
Foffili,  CouDly  of  Antiim,  ^ 
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the  volcaiiic  theory  of  the  production  of  the  ba&ltes ;  at  the  &me  time,  however,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  llate,  with  equal  honedy,  fuch  objedkms  ss  feem  moft  fubftanti^Ijr 
to  militate  againft  this&vourite  hypothelis';  leaving  it  to  your  own  excellent  judgment 
to  decide  on  a  fubjed,  where^  as  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly  would  obferve,  **  much  mighl 
be  faid  on  both  fides.'* 


DEAR  SIR,  Portrujbt  Ai^Ji  3 1. 

THERE  are  few  things  that  can  aSed  a  contemplative  mind  with  more  furprize, 
than  the  numerous  and  fignal  changes  which  appear  to  have  taken  place  in  the  form 
and  arrangement  ofour  earth,  at  fbme  very  diftantage.  It  is  afubje^t  which  has  at  all 
times  engaged  the  attention  of  mankind,  and  certainly  confUtutes  the  mod  interelUng 
dqiamnent  of  natural  hiftory. 

From  the  frequent  and  unequivocal  vefliges  of  marine  produdions,  which  are  found 
in  the  midft  of  our  moll  extenfive  continents,  and  on  the  fummit  of  feverat  of  the  loftii* 
efl  mountains,  fome  philofopbers  have  been  induced  to  attribute  the  formation  of  tha 
prefent  habitable  world,  to  the  violent  and  tumultuary  fury  of  the  ocean,  agitated  by 
ibme  uncommon  caufa  *  :  WhiUt  otitis  f  have  thought*  that  the  p^ual.  but  unceaf- 
ing  efforts  of  its  heaving  billows  were  abundantly  adequate  to  account  for  thde  ap- 
pearances on  more  common  principles. 

But  variety  of  natural  phEcnomena  occur  to  an  attentive  obferver,  which  are  deemed 
incapable  of  being  reafonably  explained  by  thefe  hypothefes ;  whether  we  reganl  the 
general  features  and  elevation  of  many  of  our  continents,  or  the  natufe  and  fituation  <A 
the  lofHts  which  they  contain.  ,    , 

Hence  it  has  some  to  pa&,  that  a  new  and  more  powerful  principle,  edeemed  entirely 
equal  to  ihofe  efieds,  has  been  adopted,  and  many  of  the  moftfurprifing  phseaome&aof 
nature  are  held  to  be  explicable  by  the  potent  agency  of  fubterranean  fire. 

To  this  latter  caufe  the  formation  of  our  pillars  of  bafaltes  has  been  attributed  with 
fome  abearance  of  prob^lity ;  and  though  much  has  been  laid  on  this  fubjefl  with 
vaguenefs  and  indecifion,  concerning  the  manner  of  their  produdioa,  yet  the  principal 
fads  that  have  bem  adduced  in  favour  of  the  general  opinion  are  worthy  of  attention, 
and  open  to  view  a  very  novel  and  important  objeSt  of  enquiry. 

The  firfl  p>erron  who  too£  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  volcanic  theory  of  theitip. 
fakes  was  M.  Defmareft,  a  French  gentleman,  whofe  memoure  on  that  fubjed  may  b« 
feen  in  the  publication  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  for  the  year  1771.  Mr. 
Defmarefl:  made  a  tour  through  the  county  of  Avergne,  one  of  the  fouthern  provinces 
of  France  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhone,  where  he  difcovered  many  piles  of  bR< 
fattes,  with  more  variations  of  magnitude,  %ure,  and  arrangeaent,  than  was  at  that 
time  known  about  the  Giants*  Caufeway  in  Ireland.  By  his  means  a  geographical  fur* 
vey  was  made  of  this  part  of  France,  and  a  map  delineated  in  which  the  dirii£tion  of  the 
tn-ountains,  and  the  fituation  of  its  ba£dtes*  were  fuppofed  to  be  accurately  projeQed. 

From  this  map,  and  his  own  perfonal  obfervations  of  the  na:ure  o£  the  foil,  and  the 
general  fpecies  of  its  foflils,  he  conceived  that  this  country  had  once  been  ravaged  by  fub- 
terranean fire,  of  whofe  wafteful  dominion  undeniable  veltiges  (till  remained  ;  and  that 
the  bold  inequalities  of  its  furtace,  its  hills  and  vallies,  were  formed  by  vaA  heaps  of 

-*  Burnet,  Whifton,  Woodward,  fcc.  \  Boffon,  IStc. 
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fcoriie,  ancf  clifTerent  melted  fubdances,  which  had  ifiued  from  its  volcanic  mountaJiw, 
fpreading  themfelvea  in  every  direflion  from  thefe  flamingtCenters. 

He  imagined  alfo,  that  many  of  thefe  melted  towents  might  be  traced  through  their 
whole  extent,  from  the  fide  of  the  great  voIcmio  which ^ve  them  birth  in  the  moun- 
tains of  D'or,  to  their  remoteft  extremities  where  they  terminated  in  banks  of  prifmati- 
cal  bafaites.  From  all  thefe  circumflances  he  concluded,  that  the  bafaltic  columns  were 
formed  by  the  gradual  refrigeration  of  a  mafs  of  fluid  lava,  daring  its  flow  progrels  over 
the  fubjacent  foil,  and  that  moft  of  its  varieties  of  fhape  and  fituation  might  naturally  be. 
attributed  to  the  different  interruptions  of  its  courie>  or  to  the  alterations  uttroduced  bj 
the  fuccefTive  ravages  of  volcanic  fire  *. 

After  Mr.  Defm^refl  many  writers  hoth  fordgn  and  dometlic  purfued  this  interefting 
fubjed  with  great  ardor.  Among  the  EngKfh  authors  we  are  principally  indebted  to  ttie 
labours  of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  whofe  valuable  colleftion  of  fa£ts  relating  to.  tfaofe 
places  which  are  at  this  day  the  feat  of  living  volcanos,  afford  the  fureff  rules  of  judg- 
ment concerning  fuch  countries  as  do  yet  bear  firong  marks  of  a  volcanized  appearance 
without  any  direft  evidence  of  the  exiftence  of  fubterranean  fire. 

But  the  perfon  to  n^ofn  we  owe  the  moft  ample  compilation  of  materials  immediately 
relatmg  to  the  bafaites,  is  Monfieur  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  who  has  lately  publtfhed  a  vo* 
luminous  work  cm  the  extinS  volcanos  of  Viverai^  and  Velay,  counties  adjoining  to 
Auvergne,  which  had  before  been  defcribed  by  Mr.  Defmareft.  In  this  work  the,  au- 
thor has  given  a  particular  memoir  on  the  bafatres,  to  which  he  has  aimexed  defcriptiona, 
and  engravings  of  the  moft  remarkable  banks  and  mountains  of  bafaltic  columns  in 
thefe  two  countries.  But  what  renders  bis  work  ftill  more  valuable,  are  the  minute 
and  accurate  accounts  which  it  contains  of  the  attendant  fofGls,  particularly  zeolytet 
fchorl,  and  puzzolane  earth ;  becaufe  we  are  from  thence  ena4)Ied  to  decide  whether 
thefe  fubff  ances  be  univerfaUy  conneded  with  the  bafaites.  Or  are  only  the  aocidenul  at- 
tendants of  it  in  a  few  particular  counties  ;  and  vhexe  fuch  foffils  are  fouiul  together^ 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  eftimate  fairly  the  force  of  thofe  argumentt  derived  from 
their  nature  and  conne^on  in  any  one  country,  by  confidering  candidly,  bow  iar  thef 
Aould  weigh  with  us  in  thofe  inftances  which  come  immediately  under  our  own  parti- 
cular obfervation. 

In  my  lafl  letter  I  enumersted  the  chief. variedes  of  tfie  bafaites  and  it«  attendant  fof- 
fils, as  they  occur  in  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland ;  and  I  /hall  now  briery  ftate  to  yoa 
fuch  arguments  as  may  be  derived  from  them,  in  proof  of  the  ancient  exiftence  of  fub- 
terranean fire  in  their  neighbourhood. 

Firlt,  The  bafaites  itfelf  is  efteemed  to  be  nothing  elfe  than  lava ;  and  its  varieties  are 
attributed  entirely  to  accidental  circumllances  attending  its  courfe,  or  the  manner  of 
its  cooling.— In  fupport  of  which  (pinion  it  is  affirmed  that  the  bafaites  agrees  moft  ac- 

*  "  A  nufurc  qu'on  parcourt  cea  Canloat,  en  faificit  li  recherche  Sc  I'tnumcniion  An  mallei  pnTma* 
tiqucs,  (pi'on  etudic  lei  cuurant*,  fur  tout  \tn  leur  CKtremics,  qu'on  fuit  leur  m:irche  dcpuia  le  centre  de* 
eruptifiDi,  leur  echain men t  ic  leur  diftribution  a  la  fuperiicie  des  plainet  hautesqui  feparent  let  vail nns, qu'on 
eiaminc  \a  differentei  efpecei  dea  pierrei  dant  lit  font  CJmpofei,  on  reconnoit  a  cheque  pa«  que  c.e  font 
iti  hon  d'  (Euvrei  etablit  fur  le  fbl  naturel.  On  dilttngiiet  l»  prodniti  dii  feu  des  fubltance«  intidet  & 
I'an  apprecie  du  inem«  tenuM  lea  tranrpotts  immetiret  del  mitierei  fondnet,  dont  lea  prirmcs  font  tnujuur 
partie. — Defmareft  fur  ronginc  tc.  la  nature  du  Bafidt.  Sec  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy  for  ihs 
jeari/7i.  t 
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ctirately  with  the  lava  in  its  elementary  principles  •,  in  its  ffmn^  in  the  fpecies  of  the 
foreign  bodies  which  it  includes  tj  and  in  all  the  diverfities  ofits  texture  J. 

Secondly^  The  iron  of  the  bafaltes  is  found  to  be  in  a  metallic  Hate  capable  of  a£ting 
on  the  magnetical  needle.     The  fame  is  true  of  the  iron  contained  in  (he  compad  lava. 

Thirdly,  The  bafaltes  poffefles  the  remarkable  property  of  b«ng  fiifible  per  fe;  this 
property  is  alfo  common  to  the  lava  and  mofl  volcanic  fubAances. 

Fourthly,  The  bafaltes  is  a  foreign  fubftance,  fuperinduced  on  the  original  limeftone 
foil  of  the  country,  in  a  flate  of  foftnefs  capable  of  allowing  the  flints  to  penetrate  coO' 
'fiderably  within  its  lower  furfece. — It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  add,  that  the  lava  is  an  ex- 
traneous niafs,  overfpreading  the  adjoining  foil  in  a  fluid  ftate ;  that  it  is  often  bom  on 
a  limeftone  l)are,  or  that  flints  and  other  hard  matters  do  frequently  penetrate  into  it« 
fubftance.  In  fhort,  the  circumflances  of  agreement  are  fb  numerous,  and  fo  clear,  as 
to  create  a  very  reafonable  prefumptioa  that  tfaey  are  one  and  the  fame  fpecies  of  fub- 
ftance. 

But  the  evidence  derived  from  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  attendant  fbffils, 
feesis  alfo  to  contribute  largely  in  fupport  of  this  opmiom 

7*hofe  extenftve  beds  of  red  ochre,  which  abound  among  our  bafaltes,  are  fuppofed  to 
|>e  an  iron  earth  reduced  to  this  ftate  of  a  cabc  by  the  powerful  a£Hon  of  heat ;  for  fuch 
a  change  may  be  produced  on  iron  in  our  common  furnaces,  provided  there  be  a  fuf* 
iicient  afflux  of  frefh  air ;  and  the  bafaltes  itfelf  in  fuch  circumHances  is  eafily  reduce- 
able  to  an  impure  ochre,  exa£tly  fimilar  to  that  found  at  Bengore.  This  phenomenon  is  ' 
alfo  obferved  to  take  place  more  or  left  in  the  prefent  living  volcanos,  particularly  within 
their  craters,  and  is  therefore  held  to  afford  a  prefumptive  argument  of  the  a£Uon  of  fire 
io  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bafaltes. 

I  remarked  to  you  the  frequent  bits  of  zeolyte  which  abound  in  the  county  of  An- 
trim, and  tbefe,  though  not  the  immediate  produ^  (as  far  as  I  know)  of  any  living 
volcano,  are  yet  thought  to  countenance  the  general  fyflem,  becaufe  zeolyte  is  found  in 
«>untries  where  fubterraneous  fire  is  fUtl  vifible,  and  where  there  is  great  realbn  to 
apprehend  that  the  whole  foil  has  been  ravaged  by  that  principle.  Thus  it  abounds  ta 
Iceland,  where  the  flames  of  Hecla  yet  continue  to  blaze  §  ;  and  in  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon, 
wMch  is  fud  to  bear  undeniable  marks  of  a  volcanic  ijiara£ter  || ;  this  fubftance  is 
therefore  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  decompofition  of  the  volcanic  produds,  in  places 
whofe  fires  have  been  long  fince  extin£L 

*  Tfait  will  >ppe*T  pretty  «ideot,(fom  ftuing  the  prodaAi  of  euli  fublbncc  Kcordin;  to  theaDalyfia 
of  that  able  cbymill.  Sir  Totbern  fiJngmaD  : 

BaraltM  loopvti.  Lava  looparu. 

Contain  I                    part*  Containi                     part*. 

Siliceoui  earth                     50  •                        Siliccow  earth                49 

ArgiUiceou*  do.                 IJ  ArgiUaceou*  do.              3; 

Ca&rioui  do.                       8  Cabuioiu  do.                   4 

Magneiia                            »  Iron                              la 

IroB                                  ,  ^y  100 

loo  ^"~ 

■f-  B!t(  of  limeftone,  flint*,  fchorl  cryftak  of  varioai  coloun,  morieli  of  pore  clay,  &c.  are  comaion  tothc 
bafaltes,  and  to  lana. 

X  All  the  Tarieties  of  texture  which  take  place  in  hn,  from  the  compaCt  dofc  grained  Had  to  tbc 
fpoorr  Un,  may  alfo  be  traced  among  the  baultc*. 

f  Vide  Van  TroiTa  Letteti  on  Icetand. 

H  Vide  Mcflf  1.  Scfmareft/  Faujaa  dc  St.  Foul,  Rafpe,  &c. 
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CrydaU  of  fcorl  appear  in  great  plenty  among  many  kinds  of  our  bafaltes,  and  thefe, 
though  not  abfolutely  limited  Co  volcanic  countries,  yet  beinff  found  in  great  abundance 
among  (he  Italian  •  lavas,  in  circumftances  exaftly  correfponding  to  our's,  are  thought 
to  fupply  a  good  probable  argument  in  theprefent  inflance. 

The  fubllance  which  I  mentioned  under  the  name  of  peperino  (lone,  is  believed  to 
be  the  undoubted  oSspring  of  Brc  ;  it  has  frequently  the  burnt  appearance  and  fpongy 
texture  of  many  of  the  volcanic  produfts,  and  agrees  accurately  with  the  peperino  of 
Iceland  and  Buurbon  iQands,  which  (till  contain  burning  mountains. 

Fuzzolane  earth  is  not  im  mediately  found  in  that  l^ate  in  Ireland,  but  it  is  difco^ 
vered  among  the  bafaltes  of  France,  and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  our  bafaltes,  if 
pulverized,  would  agree  with  it  in  every  refpeft ;  that  is,  it  would  produce  a  fine  fharp 
powder,  containing  the  fame  elementary  parts,  and  mod  probably  anfwering  all  its  va> 
luable  ufes  as  a  cement  f.  PuzzoUne  earth  is  found  in  the  Canary  iHands,  which  are 
edeemed  to  have  other  chara£teriftic6  of  the  e£fe€b  of  fire ;  it  is  met  in  abundance 
through  all  the  vokani^ed  parts  of  Italy ;  it  is  oever  difcovered  except  in  places  which 
have  other  ftrong  marks  of  the  ravages  of  fire. 

The  difcovery  of  this  earth  is  therefore  thought  to  add  great  wdght  to  the  many  other 
prooft  which  have  been  mentioned  in  ^vour  of  (he  general  fyftem. 

Pumice-ftone  is  a  fubftance  fo  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  pfoduft  of  fire,  that 
I  need  not  be  at  any  trouble  to  enforce  it  j  indeed  it  bears  the  character  of  a  cinder,  fo 
.  obvioufly  in  its  external  appearance,  that  one  mull  be  convinced  at  firll  view  of  its  ori- 
ginal. This  foUil  is  fomt'times  found  on  the  ihore  of  the  ifland  of  Raghery,  among  the 
rounded  flones  on  the  beach  of  the  fea  {,  and  being  fuppofed  an  unequivocal  tell  of  the 
a£Uon  of  fire,  is  imagined  to  complete  all  that  could  be  defired  in  this  kind  of  reafoning.  . 

Such  are  the  internal  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  volcanic  origin  of  the  bafaltes,  im- 
jne^ately  derived  from  the' nature  and  properties  of  that  fubdance  and  its  attendant 
foQils  compared  with  other  fubdances  which  are  the  certain  produfis  of  fire ;  and  it 
mud  be  confeOed,  there  appears  throughout  fuch  a  remarkable  coincidence  of  circum- 
ftaoces,  as  raifes  a  ftrong  prefumption  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that  they  have  been 
produced  by  fimilar  cau&s;  but  there  dill  remains  other  external  proofs,  which  when 
added  to  the  former  are  fuppofed  to  form  a  demondration  almod  as  perfed  as  the  na- 
ture of  fiich  analogical  reafoning  will  allow. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  letter  I  mentioned  that  Meflrs.  Defmareft  and  Faujas  de 
St.  Fond  had  defcribed  thebafaltic  provinces  of  France,  its  containing  mountains,  whofe 
exterior  appearance  was  fuch,  that  they  readily  pronounced  them  to  be  extin£l  volcanos. 
One  of  thefe,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ardefche,  called  the  Montagne  de  la  Coupe, 
feems  to  exhibit  the  proofs  of  its  origin  in  charaSers  peculiarly  clear  and  didin£t.  It  is 
of  conical  form,  exa^y  correfponding  in  fhape  with  the  prefent  living  volcanic  moun* 
tains,  and  like  them  it  contains  a  large  crater  nine  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  diameter, 
and  fix  hundred  feet  in  depth  § .'   The  fubftances  that  have  been  difcovered  through  a^ 

•  VMeFerber*!  Letteri  on  Itily. 

f  i\  few  HperimmtB  on  thii  fiibjed  might  pertiipt  be  worth  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  concerned 
in  the  toUnd  navintion  of  Ireland  j  and  tnere  ii  more  rcafon  fot  hope  of  fuccefc  in  ihit  enquiry,  b;  die 
Swede*  ha»e  alrtady  applied  their  pulverized  trappe  (much  rtfembliDg  our  caarfe  bafalta]  ae  a  good  fub- 
ftitnte  for  the  puzzolane,  formerlr  brought  at  great  eapencc  fmm  Italy  and  the  Canary  illaDds. 

t  Pumicc-ftoQC  occuri  fo  rarely,  tl)st  I  have  been  often  induced  to  doubt  whether  it  might  not  be  a  fo- 
reign fubftance  accidentally  driven  here  by  the  wa Tea  from  Iceland,  erforac  other  volca nig  country.  How- 
ever, on  trial,  it  ii  found  too  heavy  to  have  floated  thither,  iti  iron  sot  bein^  entirelv  dephlogiftieated,  at  ii 
evident  from  iti  deep  black  colour,  and  a  fmall  degree  of  magnctifm  which  it  flill  poiOTellet. 

I  Vide  Moof.  Fauju  de  St.  Food,  fur  lei  Vokani,  &c. 
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its  parts*  particularly  in  a  deep  raTine  formed  on  one  fide  by  torrents,  bear  a  ftrong  re- 
femblance  to  many  of  the  Vefuvian  produfts.  In  fine,  the  volcanic  features  of  this 
mountain  are  fo  ftrongly  marked,  that  an  accurate  account  of  it  would  afford  no  very 
unfuitable  defcription  ot  Vefuvius  itfelf  during  the  intervals  of  its  eruptions.  Now  the 
Montague  de  la  Coupe  contains  at  its  bafe  abundance  of  bafaltic  pillars,  which  have  been 
•expofed  to  view  on  ene  fide  by  the  impetuous  .torrents  of  this  mountainous  country, 
particularly  of  the  river  Ardefche,  wbofe  banits  are  formed  of  columnar  bafeltes.  And 
thus  are  two  chara£ters  of  a  bafaltic  and  volcanic  mountain  ellcemed  to  be  decifively 
united  in  the  Montagne  de  la  Coupe  *. 

There  are  three  living  wdcanos  at  prefent  known,  within  wbofe  neighbourhoods  the 
.  bafaltes,  and  moft  fpecies  of  its  ufual  attendant  foflils,  have  been  obferved.  The  firft  i& 
fituated  in  the  ifland  of  Bourbon,  off  the  fouthem  coait  of  Africa  t ;  the  fecond  is  JEtna  J 
in  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  and  the  third  is  Hecla  in  the  ifland  of  Iceland  § .  To  which  it  may 
be  added,  that  the  balaltesis  found'inthe  volcanized  parts  of  Italy,  as  at  Bolzena{|,  and 
other  places  i  though  not  (as  for  as  I  have  been  informed)  any  where  immediately  con- 
tifruous  to  Vefuvius.  Thus  (fay  the  naturalifts)  do  the  argument  derived  from  the  fitu- 
ation  of  thb  fpecies  of  fofiil,  with  re^fl  to  mounuina  which  yet  contmue  to  bum,  co- 
incide with  thofe  other  clear  and  fatisfaftory  proofe,  which  were  drawn  immediately  from 
its  nature  and  properties,  in  proof  of  iis  volcanic  origin. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  here  dated  I  Jhalll  memton  anotlier  ploufible  ai^gtfmeat  ia 
fupport  of  the  opinion,  deduced  in  fome  mrafure  a  priori. 

It  is  well  afcertained  by  experioice,  that  there  are  vaft  beds  of  pyrites  ditptifei 
through  the  interior  parts  of  the  eanh  at  all  depths ;  and  it  is  a  certain  h&,  that  this 
compound  fubflance  may,  by  the  accidental  afiufion  of  a  due  qaandty  of  w^ter,  beconie 
hot,  and  at  Jenglh  bum  with  great  fury.  This,  therefore,  is  one  principle  to  wftich  we 
may,  with  the  ftrongefl  probability,  attrtbtite  the  origin  of  fubterratieafn  fire,  more  efycm 
dally  as  the  prefent  living  volcanos  do  adually  pour  forth  in  abtindance  all  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  pyrites,  the  chief  of  which  are  fulphur,  u-ort,  and  day.  Nowimong 
the  fuperinduced  fubfiances  of  the  county  of  Antrim  (and  I  bdieve  the  fame  maylM  fara 
of  every  other  bafaltic  country)  it  is  ceruin  that  the  quantity  of  iron  and  clay,  diffufei 
through  almoft  every  fpecies  of  foffil,  amounts  to  more  thdn  one  h«lf  of  the  whole  ma- 
terials, fo  that  two  jof  the  principal  elements  of  the  pyritesare  ftill  found  here,  reduced 
in  many  inftances  to  a  ftate  of  nag  or  fcoriae ;  and  the  third  principle,  namely  the  fiil- 
pbur,  caanot  in  the  nature  of  things  be  expeded  to  remun,  becaufe  fulphirr  does  in  a 
great  meafiire  perifti  during  the  ad  of  inHammation -,  and  what  might  perchance 
efcapeor  be  fubtimed,  would  no  doubt  have  long  fmce  peri(hed  by  decompofition,  ia 
conl'equence  of  being  expoEed  to  the  air.  « 

Thus  in  fad  every  part  of  the  pyrites  which  could  reafonaWy  be  expeSed  to  furvive, 
does  at  this  day  aftually  ejdft  in  form  extremely  fimjlar  to  the  produfts  of  JEtaz,  VeftN 
ttius,  and  Hecla,  the  three  moft  celebrated  vt^anos  of  Europe, 

*  1  have  iiern  moK  panicular  in  mentionmg  ihix  inaunraJM,  becaufe  Ply  iofbrtnatbr)  concemhtg  it  has 
■been  confirmed  bjr  the  itcewunt  of  rov  inUlligeiit'fTicud  Doaor  Perci*al,  of  Doblin.  wlioft  accurate  ubfetta- 
liunt  and  cxccllfnt  judgfflutt  can  only  beexcMdtd  l>y  the  uiiconimoB  cmdour  o^  his  mind. 

f  Vide  Mefir«   Defmarift,  Faiija*  de  St.  fond,  Rafpe,  kc. 

I  ThelliandorCaacl-ii-metciicarCiiUua,  ufftlie  CoalL  of  Sicily,  it  ettlircly  bsfalii'c.-Vidc  Sff  Wu 
-Hnmiltaii'B  Campi  Piilcgrxi. 

§  Vide  Von  Troil's  l.ttters  on  Iceland. 

j;  Vide  !>ir^ViIli»nHainiltoii'«  Carapi  Phlcgrxi,  Ferber'!  Letteft,&c. 

LETTER  II. 
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LETTEa  XI. 
S8AR  SIR,  Pertr^/h  SepttmBer  3, 

NCyrWITHSTANDING  the  namerous  and  fpecious  arguments  which  are  urged 
in  defence  of  this  volcanic  theory  of  the  trafattes,  yet  many  difficulties  and  objedions 
have  been  raifed  againit  \t  by  men  of  excellent  underdanding  ;  Ibme  of  thefe  are  of 
conftderaUe force,  and  as  Idoaot  wifti  todifiateany  opinion  to  you,  but  rather  modeftly 
to  ofifer  what  inforoKition  has  cnme  in  my  way  on  the  fubjed,  I  fhatl  candidly  ftate 
thofe  obje£t)on9,  together  with  the  moft  reafonable  aniwers.  -  It  is  faid,  that  this  theory 
does  rafhiy  attribute  fbtne  of  the  moll  regular  and  beautiful  phsenomena  of  nature  to  one 
of  the  molt  tumuMiary  and  irregular  caufee  that  can  be  iipagined ;  afcribing  the  ex- 
quifife  arrangement  of  a  Giants'  Caufeway,  which  almoft  emulates  the  laboured  works 
of  defign,  to  the  blind  fury  of  a  burning  Tolcano.' 

This  objedion,  which  is  pretty  ftrong  in  itfelf,  has  certainly  received  very  confiderable 
fupport  from  the  varioin  unfuccefsfiil  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  ezjAain  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  pillars  of  bafaltes  were  produced :  one  peifon  •  wildly  attributing  their 
formation  to  the  refrigeration  of  a  current  of  lava,  fuddenly  plunged  into  the  ocean  : 
another  obfcurely  hinting  that  fome  occult  quality  in  the  fea  fait  might  have  had  its 
fhare  io  the  bufinefs  :  a  third  t  fuppoflng,  contrary  to  experience,  that  the  melted  mafs 
cif  Java  might  in  its  liquid  ftate  have  been  capable  of  a  confiderable  diffufwn  or  folution 
in  water,  by  which  means  the  particles  had  an  opponunity  of  arranging  themfelves  in 
regular  ^ryftalizations  :  a  fourth  \  conceiving  that  the  ba&ltes  was  originally  a  bed  of 
iron,  and  other  fubftances,  gradually  moiftened,  and  foftened  in  the  ftreams  of  water 
heated  by  fubterranean  lire  and  afterwards  afluming  its  regular  figure  during  the  time 
of  drying  and  hardening. 

.  It  is  pretty  ]^ain,  that  none  of  thefe  indefinite  explanations  can  at  all  fatisfy  a  thinking 
mind^  and  as  an  utifortunate  argument  generally  tends  to  encreafe  the  apparent  weak- 
nefs  of  a  caufe,  in  defence  of  which  it  is  brought  forward,  it  has  hence  come  to  pafs, 
that  many  p«fons  of  good  fenfe  have  held  the  whole  volcanic  fyftem  to  be  extremely 
fallacious. 

In  truth,  there  fieems  to  be  but  one  operation  of  nature,  wfitch  affords  any  rational 
prindple  of  analogy,  by  which  we  can  attempt  to  ejfplain  the  formation  of  the  bafaltic 
pillars.  It  is  certain  that  the  particles  of  moft  bodies,  when  removed  Irom  each  other  to  a 
proper  diftance,  and  fuffered  to  approach  gradually,  alTume  a  peculiar  form  of  arrange* 
ment,  as  if  the  parts  of  each  fpecies  of  matter  did,  independent  of  their  general  proper- 
tfea  of  cohefionand  gravity,  poffefs  alfo  private  laws  and  affinities  tending  to  produce 
thefb  fpeciiic  forms.  However,  let  the  caufe  be  what  it  may,  the  fad;  at  leail  is  fuf- 
ftciently  certain  :  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  any  importance  by  what  me- 
dium the  particles  are  difunited,  provided  only,  that  a  fufficient  feparation,  and  a  gradual 
approximation,  be  allowed  to  take  place.  .  ' 

Thus,  whether  bodies  be  diflblved  by-fire,  or  by  a  watery  medium,  the  phaenomena 
of  cryftalization  is  equally  obfervable  when  proper  art  has  been  .applied  to  render  its 
effe^s  vifible. 

I  mentioned,  in  a  former  letter,  that  the  bafaltes  was  capable  of  a  very  perfect  fuGon, 
and  that  two  of  its  elementary  parts  were  fuch,  as,  by  experience,  we  know  to  poltef$ 
ihe  property  of  cryllalization  by  fufion,  both  In  their  feparate  anJ  combined  ftates, 

*  Mr.  lUrpe.  I  Mf,  Eirwiii.  %  Beignan. 
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Since  therefore  the  ba(altes«  and  its  attendant  fofGls«  bear  (Irong  marks  of  the  efle^  of 
fire,  it  does  not  feem  unlikely  that  its  pitlars^may  have  been  'formed  bj  a.  procels  ex- 
adly  analogous  to  what  is  commonly  denominated  cryllalization  by  fuHon. 

The  only  apparent  fjpecific  difference-between  the  baMac  cryftals,  and  tbofe  which 
are  produced  in  our  diminutive  elaboratories,  feems  to  be  in  the  complete  difunicui  of 
the  pillars,  and  in  the  aniculated  form  which  they  fometimes  exhibit.  But  this  will  not 
appear  to  be  a  matter  of  any  imponance,  when  we  re6ed,  that  in  natural  operations  of 
the  fame  kind,  but  differing  in  magnitude,  the  fame  proportions  are  commonly  obferved  . 
between  the  different  parts  :  thus,  the  fame  ratio  which  the  diameter  of  a  bafaltic  pillar 
'  bears  to  the  diameter  of  one  of  our  diminutive  cryftalizations,  will  the  interval  between 
the  pillars  of  bafattes  bear  to  the  interval  between  the  parts  of  our  cryllal ;  and  who- 
ever will  lake  the  trouble  to  calculate  this  diftance  will  find  it  fo  very  fmall,  as  eafily  to 
admit  the  different  fuH^ces  within  the  limits  of  cohefion  ;  fo  ^at  no  feparabitity  of  cryf-. 
tats  into  joints  can  poflibly  tike  place,  from  their  fmallnefs,  though  they  often  b^ 
marks  which  might  lead  one  to  imagine  them  capable  of  difunion. 

if  this  reafoning  be  allowed  to  have  waght,  the  objedion  derived  from  the  irregu* 
larity  and  confufion  of  a  volcanic  caufe  will  not  appear  unanfwerable.  For  though,  du- 
ring the  moments  of  an  eruption,  nothing  but  a  wafteful  fcene  of  tumult  and  diforder. 
be  prefented  to  our  view,  yet,  when  the  fury  of  thofe  Sames,  which  have  been  ftruggling  ■ 
for  a  paflage,  has  abated,  every  thing'  then  returns  to  its  original  ftate  of  refl,  and  thofe 
various  melted  fubftances,  which  but  ju(t  before  were  iu  the  wildell  ftate  of  chaos,  will 
now  fubfide,  and  cool  with  a  degree  of  regularity  utterly  uoattaioable  in  oar  elabora- 
tones,  ai}d  fuch  as  may  eafdy  be  concdred  capable  of  producing  all  the  beauty  and  fytn* 
metryof  a  Giants'  Caufeway. 

A  fecond  objeSlon  arifes  from  hence,  that  the  currents  of  lava  which  have  iffued  from 
^tna  and  Vefuvius,  within  the  memory  of  man,  have  never  been  known  to  exhibit  this 
regularity  of  arrangement.  It  is  therefore  faid  that  experience  doe6*abundantly  prove 
the  fallacy  of  the  volcanic  hypothefis. 

In  reply  to  this  we  are  told,  that  it  is  not  in  the  erupted  torrents  of  thefe  volcanos  we 
are  to  look  for  the  phEcnomena  of  crydallization,  but  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  moun- 
tains themfelves,  and  under  the  furfiice  of  the  earth,  where  the  metallic  particles  of  the 
lava  have  not  been  dephlogifticated  by  the  acce&  of  frelh  air,  and  where  )»erfe£t  rell,  and 
the  mofl  gradual  diminution  of  temperature,  have  permitted  the  parts  of  the  melted  mafs 
to  exert  their  proper  laws  of  arrangement,  fo  as  to  affume  ^the  form  of  columnar  lava : 
that  we  muft  wait,  until  thofe  volancic  mountains  which  at  prefent  bum  with  fo  much 
fury,  fhall  have  completed  the  , period  of  their  exigence ;  undl  the  immenfe  vaults^ 
which  now  lie  within  their  bowels,  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  incumbent  weight* 
fhall  fall  in,  and  difclofe  to  view  the  wonders  of  the  fubterranean  world  :  and  then  may 
we  exped  to  behold  all  the  varieties  of  cryllalization,  fuch  as  needs  take  place  in  ihefe 
etaboratories  of  Nature ;  then  may  we  hope  to  fee  banks  -  and  caufeways  of  balaltes, 
and  all  the  bold  and  uncommon  beauties  which  the  abrupt  promontories  of  Antrim  now 
exhibit. 

It  is  ftated  as  a  third  c^je£Uon,  that,  according  to  this  hypothefis,  the  bafaltes  muft 
have  been  reduced  to  a  perfefl  Itate  of  fluidity,  m  order  to  permit  the  phscnomenaof 
cryllalization  to  take  place,  but,  that  there  is  no  reafon  for  believing  it  ever  could  have 
been  fuhjefled  to  any  intcofe  a^on  of  fire,  fo  as  to  be  reduced  to  a  ftateof  thin  fufion, 
becaufe  it  does  not  contain  air  holes,  like  the  lava,  nor  poffeis  thofe  marks  of  vitrifica- 
tion, which  attend  a  very  moderate  heU  in  our  Jahoratories. 
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The  firft  part  of  this  objeftion  is  ill  founded,  though  advanced  by  Wallcilus,  and 
other  eminent  mineralogifls.  A!l  the  bafaltcs,  which  1  iiuve  ever  ftoii,  does,  in  one 
part  or  another  of  its  fubftance,  always  exhibit  air  boles  j  and  it  is  remarltable  th:it  even 
,  the  pillars  of  our  Giants'  Caufeway,  which  are  fingularly  compact,  have  their  upper 
joints  conftantly  more  or  lefs  excavated,  fo  that  this  part  of  the  argument  docs  raihcr 
plead  in  defence  of  the  volcanic  origin  of  the  bafaltes. 

With  refpeft  to  the  waftt  of  all  marks  of  vitrification,  we  are  to  confider  that  fub- 
fiances  in  fufion  are  very  differently  affeGed,  in  proportion  as  they  arc  more  or  lefs  ck- 
pofed  to  the  accefs  of  frefli  air,  the  prefence  of  this  element  being  ablbluttly  neceffacy 
in  order  to  deprive  a  body  of  its  phlogifton. 

Thus,  metats  which  may  be  readily  vitrified  by  expofure  to  heat,  and  ihe  free  a/HLix, 
of  air,  will  yet  bear  the  mod  infenfe  aflion  of  fire  in  clofe  veffeis,  without  being  il^privcd 
of  that  principle  on  wiiich^their  meialliety  depends,  and  are  therefore  in  this  litua'Ion 
incapable  of  being  vitrified.  The  bafaltes  may  therefore  have  been  fubjefted  to  a  very 
great  degree  of  heat,  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  yet  fliew  no  marks  whatever 
.  of  vitrification,  and  hence  it  may  be  explained,  how  it  conies  to  pafs  that  the  iron  princi- 
ple of  the  bafaltes  ftill  retains  its  phlogifton,  ading  fo  fenfibly  on  the  magnetical  needle. 

A  fourth  objection  is  derived  from  hence,  that  in  many  of  the  countries  where  the 
bafaltes  moft  abounds,  there  are  no  traces  whatever  of  thofe  bold  and  declfive  features 
which  conftitute  the  didinguifhing  charafterifttc  of  a  volcanic  mountain  ;  its  lofty  point- 
ed form,  its  unfathomable  crater,  and  many  other  circumftances  that  ftrike  the  fenfes 
very  forcibly  at  ^tna  and  Vefuviua. — The  bafaltes,  therefore,  is  affirmed  to  be  a  fbffil 
extenfively  fpread  over  the  furfece  of  the  earth,  and  where  it  is  found  in  the  neighbour-  ^ 

hood  of  volcanic  mountains,  it  is  laid  we  ftould  fuppofe  thefe  to  be  accidentally  raifed 
on  a  bafaltic  foil,  rather  than  to  have  created  it. 

It  muil  be  confefTed  that  volcanic  mountains  are  not  always  found  to  attend  the  ba- 
ddies, at  lead  there  do  not  appear  any  dire£t  veftiges  of  them  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Giants'  Caufeway  in  Ireland. 

But  the  advocates  of  the  fyftem  are  not  much  embarraffed  with  this  difficulty  j  ac- 
cording to  them,  the  bafaltes  has  been  formed  under  the  earth  itfelf,  and  within  the 
bowels  of  thofe  very  mountains,  where  it  couW  never  have  been  expofed  to  view,  until 
by  length  of  t^e,  or  fome  violent  (hock  of  nature,  the  incumbent  mafs  muft  have 
,  undergone  a  very  confiderable  alteration,  fuch  as  (hould  go  near  to  deftroy  every  exte- 
rior volcanic  feature.  In  fapport  of  this  it  may  be  obferved  that  the  promontories  of 
Antrim  do  yet  bear  very  evident  marks  of  fome  viol-^.m  convulfion  wliich  has  left  them 
ftanding  in  their  prefent  abrupt  fituation ;  and  that  the  ifland  of  Raghery,  and  fome  of 
the  weftem  ifles  of  Scotland,  do  really  appear  like  the  furviving  fragments  of  a  country,  . 
great  part  of  which  might  have  been  buried  in  the  ocean.  It  is  further  added,  that 
though  the  exterior  volcanic  character  be  in  a  great  meafure  loft  in  the  bafaltic  coun- 
tries, yet  this  negative  evidence  can  be  of  little  avail  fince  the  few  inftances  where  the 
the  features  have  been  preferved  afford  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  this  objection. 

Thus  the  Montague  de  la  Coupe  in  France  ftill  rears  its  pointed  top  to  the  Heavens, 
retains  its  deep  crater,  and  bears  every  charafteriftic  of  its  volcanic  origin  jf  and  this 
mountain  is  obferved  to  Hand  on  a  bale  of  bafaltic  pillars,  not  dtfpofed  in  the  tumql- 
tuary  heap  into  which  they  muft  have  been  thrown  by  the  furious  ailion  of  a  vi^lcjnic 
eruption  tearing  up  the  natural  foil  of  the  country,  but  arranged  in  all  the  regularity 
of  a  Giants*  Caufeway,  fuch  as  might  be  fuppofed  to  refult  from  the  cryftalization  of  a 
bed  of  melted  hva,  where  reft,  and  a  gradual  refrigerasion,  contributed  to  render  the 
phsenomenon  as  perfect  as  pofftble. 
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Fifthly,  It  is  obfen'ed  by  Monfieur  Faujas  de  St-  Fond,  that  at  the  foot  of  the  mount- 
tain  of  ML'z.lnc,  in  the  province  of  Velay,  a  range  of  bafaltic  pillan:  ftaiids  fiipported 
on  a  bsil  of  foffil  coal,  with  a  very  thin  (tratuni  of  clay  not  more  than  a  few  inches  thick 
interpofi-'d  ;  now,  that  this  inflammable  body  of  coal  could  have  remained  uninflamcd 
under  a  mafs  of  melted  lava,  thiriy  feet  thick,  feems  hij^hly  improbable,  and  therefore 
it  is  evident,  fay  the  adverfaries  of  the  fyftem,  that  the  baialtes  could  not  have  derived 
its  origin  from  fire.  - 

"  In  anfwer  to  this  plain  and  weighty  objeftion,  it  is  affirmed,  that  no  fubdance  tn 
nature  can  be  confumed  by  fire  without  the  accef^  of  atmofphencair  ;  that  fire  may  be 
paOed  through  inflammable  air  itfelf,  without  e>:citing  adual  inSammntion,  unlefs  the 
atmofphere  lend  its^  afliftanee.  Hence  it  cannot  appear  ftrange  that  a  bed  of  coal  might 
havefurvived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  volcano,  and  even  under  a  niaf^  of  fluid  Ijva, 
which,  by  refling  on  it,  would  prevent  every  poUible  approach  of  frcfli  air,  fo  abfo> 
lately  neceflary  to  it8  being  inflamed.  It  is  certain  that  coal  may  be  expofei!  to  the  vio- 
lent aftion  of  fire,  in  a  clofe  veflel,  without  being  confumed,  or  even  fuffering  any 
'  material  alteration,  and  therefore  it  is  believed  that  this  particular  inSance  ought  not  to 
be  held  of  weight  fufficient  tt>  overturn  a  fyltem,  in  fupport  of  which  fo  many  reafonable 
and  almod  certain  proofs  concur. 

Such  are  the  difficulties  which  are  thought  to  embarrafs  the  volcanic  theory  of  the  ba- 
faltes.  In  your  excellent  judgment  I  am  certain  they  V'ill  bear  (heir  juit  value,  found- 
ed on  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  nature  and  her  operations.  But  among  the-gene- 
rality  of  mankind  their  weight  will  be  exceedingly  various.  In  reafonjngs  concerning 
natural  phsenomena,  the  ftandard  of  truth  is  extremely  vague  and  equivocal.  Climate 
bears  here  a  more  powerful  influence  than  can  wt'll  be  imagined  ;  fo  that  it  is  not  un- 
common to  find  an  opinion  univerfally  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  one  country,  while 
tWe  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom  (hall  join  as  univerfally  to  reprobate  it. 

Thus  the  Neopolitans,  accuftomed  from  their  infancy  to  the  wild  fcenes  of  horror 
aod  delolation  which  abound  in  a  foil  ravaged  by  volcanic  lire,  and  to  fee  as  it  were  a 
new  world  fuddenly  raifed  on  the  ruins  of  their  country,  have  their  warm  imaginations 
iilled  with  the  gigantic  idea  of  this  powerful  principle,  which  to  them  aji^ears  adequate 
to  the  produdion of  every  thing  that  is  great  and  itupendous  in  nature.  How  diffe- 
rent are  the  fenfaiions  and  opinions  which  prevail  in  the  native  of  our  temperate  illand ! 
To  him  the  found  of  thunder  is  uncommon,  an  earthquake  ts  almoft  a  prodigy,  and 
the  fury  of  the  fubtenranean  fire  is  utterly  unknown.  He  beholds  nature  purfue  her 
calm  and  fteady  courfe  with  an  uniformity  almoft  uninterrupted  ;  he  views  the  fame  ob- 
jefts  unchanged  for  a  long  feries  of  years  ;  the  fame  rivers  to  water  his  grounds,  the 
fame  mountams  fupply  food  for  his  flocks,  the  fame  varied  line  of  coaft  continues  through 
many  fucceflTive  ages  to  bound  his  country,  and  to  fet  the  foaming  ocean  at  defiance : 
hence  he  naturally  proceeds  to  extend  his  ideas  of  regularity  and  ftability  over  the  whole 
world,  and  ftands  utterly  uninfluenced  by  thofe  arguments  of  change  in  the  eanh,  which 
to  the  inhabitant  of  a  warmer  climate  appear, ebfolutely  decifive. 

In  this  manner  dre  the  prevailing  opinions,  even  among  the  philofophers  of  moft 
countries,  generally  founded  on  partial  analogies ;  and  it  requires'  a  vigorous  mind,  as 
well  as  an  extenfive  and  clear  underflanding,  to  prevent  our  being  niifled  by  the  fpe- 
cious  arguments  and  dangerous  conclufions  which  have  been  derived  from  fuch  de- 
ceitful fources,  many  of  them  plainly  tending  to  multiply  falfe  opinions,  and  to  fubvert 
the  only  true  principles  of  i:eUgion  and  morality. 
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LETTER  XII. 
DEAR  SIR,  -        Portrtijh,  September  10. 

IF  the  volcanic  theory  of  the  bafaltes  ba  well  founded,  and  no  doubt  many  of  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  it  art  extremely  plaufible,  a  fcene  of  horror  is  prefcnted  to  our 
view,  which  mufl  furely  fill  us  with  aftoTiifhment ;  fince  on  this  fyftem  it  will  be  found, 
that  there  is  hardly  a  country  on  the  face  of  our  globe  which  has  not  at  fome  time  or 
other  been  wafted  by  the  fury  of  fulitcrranean  fire. 

If,  again,  thofc  apparent  veftiges  of  marine  produftions,  which  are  obferved  indifcri- 
ir.inatoly  fcattcred  through  the  earth,  at  ail  depths  below  the  furface,  and  on  the  fum- 
miis  of  its  higheft  mountains,  be  eftcenied  fufficient  prrofe  of  the  prefence  of  the  ocean 
in  ihofe  places,  a  fcene,  no  lefs^ikl  and  uncommon  than  the  former,  rifes  before  our 
imagination  ;  in  which  the4>roducls  of  the  equator  and  the  poles  appear  to  ^e  jumbled 
together  in  a  manner  incapable  of  being  explained  by  any  of  the  kno  wnanalogies  of 
nature. 

From  obrer\'ations  fuch  as  thefe,  where  ill  truth  every  thing  is  inexplicable,  many  of 
the -modern  phitofophers,  chiefly  indeed  of  the  French  natjpn,  have  become  warm  ad-' 
mirers  of  the  old  brute  atoms  of  Epicurus,  or  the  myfterious  plaftic  principle  of  the 
Stoics,  forming  to  themfelves  fy  Items  of  nature,  in  which  an  intelligent  caufe  feems  to 
be  of  ail  others  the  lead  necelfary ;  fyftems  in  which  blind  delliny  alone  is  the  adive 
fpring  of  life  and  motion- 
Thus  are  the  fources  of  religion  and  morality  effectually  cut  off  at  one  blow,  and 
mankind  deprived  of  thofe  prefent  bleffmgs,  and  that  moll  delightful  hope  of  fiifure  • 

happinefs,  which  they  fondly  imagined  to  be  rightly  founded  on  their  natural  inftincls, 
and  fiipiwrted  by  the  faireft  deduftions  of  reafon. 

It  is  the  bihfmefs  of  natural  hiftory  to  colleft,  as  extenfively  as  poffible,  all  the  pha:- 
nomena  of  nature,  to  compare  fuch  of  ihem  as  bear  any  reafonable  fimilitude,  and  from 
their  general  analogies  to  derive  conclufions  which  may  benefit  our  felIow-creatiires,either 
as  difcoveries  ufeful  in  common  life,  or  as  fpeculative  truths  fuited  to  improve  and  en- 
large the  underftanding.  In  this  point  of  view  it  is  a  fcience  which  merits  the  honour- 
»ble  praife  of  mankind,  and  is  certainly  inferior  to  none  in  the  copious  fources  of  delight 
and  improvement  which  it.may  afford  to  a  rational  mind. 

Surely  it  is  moft  unaccountable,  that  a  lludy,  which  in  this  charaSer  appears  fo  lovely 
and  engaging,  Ihould  neverthelefs  have  been  purfued  upon  fuch  perverfe  principles, 
and  with  fuch  mifguided  views,  as  to  lead  to  confequences  equally  falfe  in  their,  own  na-    - 
ture,  and  ruinous  to  the  welfare  ol  any  fociety  where  they  may  become  univerfally  pre- 
valent. 

I  have  been  accidentally  led  ta  make  a  few  reflexions  on  this  fubjefl,  by  the  perufal 
of  fnme  foreij;n  writers  oil  natural  hiftory,  who  have  unfortunately  applied  the  proofs 
of  thofe  inexplicable  changes  which  may  poffibly  have  taken  pl^ce  in  the  earth,  and 
indeed  aM  their  npgntive  knowledge  of  nature,  for  the  purpofe  of  difproving  the  ex- 
iftcnce  of  its  admirable  author  j  as  if  arguments  derive^  from  the  depths  of  human  ig- 
norance, could,  with  any  reafon,  be  elleemed  capable  of  overturning  fuch  pofitive  truths 
as  the  faculties  of  mankind  are  entirely  adequate  to  apprehend . 

When  men  choofe  to  build  their  opinions  on  things  which  they  do  not  rightly  under- 
fland,  rather  than  on  truths  which  come  clearly  within  their  comprehenlion,  it  can 
hardly  hapoen  that  they  will  not  rtm  into  very  grofs  miftakes  j  becaufe,  as  the  number 
of  errors  on  any  fubje^  is  plainly  without  limits,  the  chance  is  little  tefs  than  infinite, 
that  iuch  reafoners  will  fall  into  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  falfehood.  v 
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Such  tias  been  the  fate  of  the  author  of  a  French  wnrk,  Sur  la  Nature,  and  iic^eed 
of  every  follower  of  that' pernicious  fchool  of  miidcrn  ph.ilornpliy,  which,  receding  3II 
confideration  of  final  cauf.  f,  and  defpifing  thofe  fimpW  and  obvious  an-ilogies  x^zt  lead 
to  the  mod  uttful  and  faiisfatory  truths,  has  chofen  rather  to  piirfue  others,  which  nei- 
ther its  difciples,  nor  the  reft  of  msnkind,  are  in  any  refped  fuited  to  inveilifrate  •. 

Perhaps  an  exanipl.  may  ferve  to  render  me  more  intelUgible,  and  to  point  out  the 
general  fallacy  of  this  unhappy  fpccies  of  reafoning. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  telefcope,  with  all  its  prcfent  improvements,  is  the 
refult  of  a  mod  happy  application  of  uncommon  (kill  and  ingenuity,  contriving  and 
combining  all  the  various  parts  and  movements  of  that  curious  machine,  for  the  excel- 
cellcnt  purpofe  of  affifling  vifion. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  movements  were  gradually  invented  and  applied  to  ufe,  during 
a  long  ferics  of  years;  wiun  each  fucceflive  difcovery  W2s  brought  to  the  utmoll  ex- 
tent of  its  perfedion,  mankind  then  obferved  that  the  human  eye,  in  a  very  fuperior 
manner,  enjoyed  that  particular  advantage  which  they  had  fought  for  witli  fo  much 
art  and  induftry,  exhibiting  10  view  a  perfed  achromatic  inftrument  of  vifion,  adapting 
itfelf  with  furprifing  facility  ft)  the  different  brightnefs  of  its  objeds,  and  to  a  vaft  variety 
of  diflances. 

At  the  laft,  a  defed  was  difcovereJ  in  the  tclefcopes,  arifing  from  the  fpherical  figure 
of  the  glafles ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  focus  of  thofe  rays  which  fall  near  the  limb 
of  the  glafs,  and  of  fuch  as  pafs  near  to  Its  center,  do  not  coincide.  This  defeft, 
after  various  frmtlefs  attempts  to  obviate  it,  has  for  many  years  been  given  up  bv  the 
moll  ingenious  as  irremediable  f.  But  though  men  have,  'in  this  inflance,  found  that 
there  are  bounds  placed  to  their  utmoft  (kill  and  ingenuity,  yet  have  they  learned  this 
ufeful  truth,  that  there  arc  no  difcoverable  limits  fet  to  the  powers  of  that  admirable 
Caufe  which  formed  the  human  eye;  this  error  being  there  entirely  correded,  in  the 
curious  conftrudion  of  the  cryftalline  humour,  the  principal  refrading  lens  of  the  orgaa 
of  vifion ;  which  gradually  increafing  in  denfity  from  the  Hmb  toward  the  middle,  does 
by  this  wonderful  variation  of  its  refradive  power  in  one  refpcd,  counterad  the  errors 
which  would  have  arifen  from  the  other  confideration. 

This  happy  union  of  different  parts  and  movements,  as  well  in  the  natural  as  in  the 
artificial  machine,  each  attaining  its  own  particular  end,  and  all  together  without  con- 
fufion  or  interference,  compleating  one  greater  and  more  excellent  effed,  this,  I  fay, 
reafonable  men  denominate  a  work  of  defign ;  and  as  they  affirm  that  the  telefcope 
is  "an  inftrument  formed  to  aflift  vifion,  in  confequence  of  various  means  duly  con- 
neded,  by  an  invifible  caufe  :  (for  it  is  plain  that  there  is  fome  moving  principle  in  man, 
which  is  neither  eyes,  ears,  hands,  or  head,  neither  ^he  tout  enfemble  of  all  thefe,  nor 
in  any  refped  the  objed  of  our  fenfes :)  fo  do  they  believe  that  the  human  eye  is  an 
inftrument  made  for  the  ufe  of  man,  by  an  exceeding  apt  combiuation  of  intermediate 
caufes,  wonderfully  and  moft  unaccountably  conneded  together,  by  one  great,  wife, 
and  good  caufe  ;  who  is  neither  the-  eye  itfelf  nor  any  part  of  its  m^chanifm,  nor  at  all 

•  "  II  eft  au  dtlTous  de  Dieu  d'aglr  pour  une  fin."  Vide  Des  Cartel  Fhiloroph.  Maupertuis  Eflai  de 
Cofmologie.     Uuffon  TheorJe  de  la  Terre.     Robinet  Sur  h  Naiure,  &c,  &c. 

f  Tlie  moft  prabablemeHiiKdircoT^redofbie  years,  for  correfting  thefe  fphencal  errors,  h>s  been  offered 
to  Uie  public  by  tliat  excellent  Briiifh  anift  Mr.  Kamfden,  who  condeives  ihera  capable  of  being  in  great 
mcafiire  removed  in  the  eye-glaffea  of  ttlefcopes  (where  they  are  moll  feiifibly  fell)  by  fuch  an  adjuftment 
«f  the  iiillrumrnl  as  li.at  the  ima^e  formed  by  the  ohjeft  glafs  ihall  fall  as  ntir  aa  pofiible  to  the  eye-glafj. 
See  ?liilofoi)!iieal  Tranfad  onsof  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  A.  D.  1782. 
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the  object  of  our  fcnf:.'',  but  only  vifible  to  lis  through  the  beauty  and  wifdom  of  the 
works  of  creation,  in  the  fatr.e  manner  as  thought  and  intelligence  In  man  are  known 
to  us  throLigh  thole  motinns  and  effefts  daily  produced  before  us,  which  we  do  always 
fuppofe  to  rcf'jlr,  originallv,  from  a  principlf  in  fome  fort  refemblini;  our  own  minds. 

From  hi^nce,  and  a  thoufand  o^hcr  fimilar  analogies,  for  apprehending  which  our  fa- 
culti^  are  admirably  fuited,  mankind  have  reafonably  inferred  the  exiftence  of  one  fu- 
perior,  intelligent,  good  Being,  who  is  every  where  prefcnt ;  whom  we  fee,  and  feel^ 
and  hear,  every  moment  of  our  lives,-  in  the  vifible  works  of  nature,  as  we  do  in  par- 
ticular circumftances  hear  and  feel,  and  fee  other  beings  whom  wc  denomfnate  men. 

To  this  reafoning,  which  does  not  in  any  refpefl:  appear  uncandid  or  delufive,  the 
author  of  the  treatife  Sur  la  Nature  warmly  objefts. — What !  the  eyes  made  for  vifion, 
which  in  many  inftances  fail  and  b^'come  blind  ? — The  teeth  and  jaws  made  to  grind 
food,  which  fo  often  loofe,  and  refufe  to  perform  their  office? — The  earth  formed  to 
fupport  its  inhabitants,  while  it  contains  volcanos  which  may  have  doftroyed  them  by 
fire  ?     Or  an  ocean,  which  has  overwhelmed  them  under  its  waters? 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  objeflions  of  that  extraordinary  writer,  and  this  the  general 
mode  of  argument,  unhappily  adopted  on  the  continent  by  too  many  of  ihofe  who  have 
obtained  the  honourable  title  of  philofophers  :  a  falfe  fpecies  of  realoning,  in  which  the 
pofitive  parts  of  human  knowledge  are  moll  fophiftically  fupplanted  by  what  is  purely 
negative ;  in  which  a  man  is  required  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  what  he  knows,  by  thofe 
other  parts  of  nature  where  he  is  avowedly  ignorant. 

From  principles  fuch  as  thefe  the  Chriftian  religion  has  been  hallily  rejefted  ;  becaufe 
the  population  of  America,  and  the  accidental  qualities  of  its  inhabitants,.could  not  im- 
mediately be  explained  by  fpeculative  men,  who  had  no  other  data  whereon  to  reafon 
except  the  imaginary  extent  of  their  own  genius,  together  with  ati  entire  ignorance  ot 
the  fituation  of  that  continent,  and  the  qualities  of  its  inhabitants  ". 

From  the  fame  deceitful  fource  of  reafoning  this  beautiful  world,  fo  aptly  formed, 
fo  wifely  moved,  fo  bountifully  and  yet  fo  varioufly  adapted  to  maintain  its  different  in- 
-  habitants,  that  the  native  of  every,  country  from  the  equator  to  the  poles,  finds  caufe  to 
blefs  his  fituation,  and  to  boall  of  comforts  unknown  in  other  cUmates.  This  curious 
ftrufture,  the  delight  and  wonder  of  the  bcfl  and  wifefl:  men  in  every  age,  has  been  con- 
demned  by  a  few  prefumptuous  fophifts,  as  the  work  of  blind  deEliny,  afting  through  the 
prefent  elements  of  nature,  becaufe  there  are  many  of  its  principles  and  movements 
of  whofe  ufe  they  are  ignorant ;  becaufe  there  appear  to  be  vefHges  of  the  ravages  of 
fire,  or  the  inundations  of  the  ocean,  which  they  are  not  able  to  explain. 

It  is  mod  cer;ain,  that  the  laws  of  motion  which  now  exift,  could  have  produced 
this  world  in  the  beginning,  neither  are  they  capable  of  continuing  it  for  ever  in  its 
prefent  (late. 

The  interior  ftrufture  of  the  earth,  whereby  its  various  foffil  fubftances,  though  differ- 
ing exceedingly  from  each  other  in  fpecific  gravity,  though  not  arranged  according  to  any 
regular  law  of  fituation,  do  yet  conilitute  a  world  felf-balanced,  a  fphere  whofe  centre  of 

•  The  proxitnily  of  Americ.i  to  the  continent  of  Afia  ic  now  perfcflly  afcertained  by  the  Britj/li  navi- 
gatoTS,  The  confident  afferiion  of  (nodi;j-n  philofophers,  that  its  iiihabiiants  were  beardltfs,  it  from  many 
quarters  proved  to  be  falfe  ;  and  there  is  every  reafon  for  belieting  that  their  copper  colour,  and  oihtr  pe- 
culiarities, are  ahogtther  tlic  efftfte  of  the  foil  and  climate,  fince  the  progeny  of  the  Europeans  has  been  found 
lo  fuffer  very  conliderable  changes  in  all  thefe  circmnttanees,  even  during  the  courfe  of  ihoff  few  (renemtions 
[whicb  have  paffed  fince  their  firlt  ellablilhment  there.  So  that  in  thefe  inftances  revealed  reli^jion,  fj  fa- 
from  apprehending  danger  from  tiie  difcovery  of  tniih,  and  the  improvemeHt  of  human  knowledge,  has  only 
fuffered  Win  the  ignorance  or  miiin formation  of  philofophers. 
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gravity  coincides  with  its  centre  of  magnitude  (without  which  all  its  motions  muft  hive 
been  in  an  extreme  degree  irregular),  evidently  demands  a  firll  caufe,  which  neither 
afls  blindly,  nor  ofnecellity.  A  blind  principle  is  not  wont  to  labour  in  defiance  of  all 
chance;  neither  do  mechanical  caiifes  ufually  produce  their  efieds  in  contempt  of  the 
eftabliflied  laws  of  matter  and  motion.        : 

The  gradual  afcent  of  our  continents  from  the  (horcs  of  the  ocean,  toward  their 
medilerraneSn  parts,  fo  ncceffary  for  colle£)ing  the  rains  of  heaven,  and  giving  birth 
and  courfe  to  thofe  rivers  which  beautify  and  fertilize  the  earth  :  this  exterior  form, 
without  which  the  vapours  of  the  fea  would  h;ive  afccnded  to  the  clouds  in  vain,  plainly 
requires  the  interference  of  fomc  principle  fuperior  to  any  of  the  known  elements  of 
nature.  Whatever  the  followers  of  Fpicums  may  tbink  of  thefe  elements,  no  reafon- 
able  man  ^11  believe  that  the  waves  of  the  ocean  could  have  created  a  countrj^  whofe 
foil  lies  far  above  the  level  of  its  waters  ;  or  that  the  fury  o{  volcan:c  eruptions  could 
have  produced  an  effefl.fo  general,  that  we  are  rather  led  to  infer  the  c^uH  exigence  of 
former  volcanoes  in  particuUr  places,  becaufe  of  6»me  apparent  univerfat  interruption 
to  this  regularity  of  form. 

The  projeftile  force  by  which  the  earth  was  in  the  bej^inning  made  to  move  round 
the  centre  of  light  and  heat ;  its  diurnal  rotation,  duly  diffufing  this  light  and  heat  over 
the  furface ;  the  inclination  of  its  axis  to  the  plane  of  the  ecHptic,  whereby  the  ironical 
-  cUtnatcsTecdve  fewer  of  the  fun's  rays,  while  the  inhabitant  of  the  polar  circle  enjoys 
a  much  larger  (hare*:  all  thefe  effefb,  far  furpafling  the  prefent  powei^s  of  nature 
moft  aptly  combined  together,  working  in  concert  without  interference  or  diforder  for 
the  attainment  of  one  great,  and  good,  aAd  excellent  end,  clearly  prove  that  this  world 
has  been  produced  by  one  powerful,  intelligent,  and  benevolent  principle,  utferly  unlike 
to  any  mechanical  caufe  which  now  does  exifl,  or  that  can  be  conceived  to-exift. 

Mechanical  caufes,  fuch  as  we  are  acquainted  with,  evidently  tend  to  deffroy  the 
prefent  form  of  the  world ;  and  thereby  afford  the  ftrongelt  proof  that  it  is  not  by  its 
conftitution  immortal. 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton  has  demonllratcd,  that  the  perturbing  forces  which  take  place  in 
the  folar  fyftem,  muft  in  due  time  deftroy  the  planetary  motions,  unlcfs  the  firft  mover 
of  all  things  fliall  chufe  to  interfere.  And  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  (low  but 
certain  operations  of  heat  and  cold,  together  with  the  continued  aflion  of  the  air  and 
ftorms,  are  capable  of  breaking  and  changing  the  moft  firm  bodies,  even  the  hardeft 
rocks  i  while  the  numerous  rivers  on  the  eanh's  furface,  and  the  waves  which  wa(h 
its  (hores,  perpetually  labour  to  b3ar  all  thefe  fubftances  into  the  bottom  of  the  ocean 
and  thereby  to  reduce  all  things  to  a  level  fituation. 

Sincf  then  the  earth  yet  continues  to  circulate  with  regularity  round  the  fun  not- 
wilhftanding  the  perturbing  forces  of  the  planets ;  fince  all  the  countries  on  its  furface 
ftill  retain  their  elevated  form,  in  oppofiiion  to  thofe  boafted  mechanical  caufef?,  that 
labour  incefiantly  to  dedroy  it;  fmce  its  impetuous  rivers  which  purfue  their  courfe 
toward  the  oceap,  have  not  yet  fnioothed  thofe  abrupt  and  prccipiceous  catarafts,  over 
which  they  ru(h  with  fuch  unbridled  fury,  it  is  plain,  either  that  the  worhl,  as  we  now 
fee  [t,  is  but  of  a  ftiort  duration  ;  or  elfe,  that  fome  faving  hand  has  interfered  to  retard 
the  progrefsofcaufes  which  in  fufllcient  length  of  time  muft  needs  produce  their  eifefts. 

If  we  caft  our  eyes  over  the  annals  of  the  world,  we  fhall  find  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
human  race  a  clear  and  decifive  evidence  in  favour  of  thofe  general  truths  which  our 
Kligion  teaches,  concerning  the  duration  of  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants.    The  evident 
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marks  ornovehy  in  all  ihofe  arts  and  fdences  that  are  the  offspring  of  experience ;  the 
wonder  an^i  terror  with  which  the  earlier  philofophers  (though  in  other  refpefts  well 
informed  men)  were  wont  to  behold  iiiany  of  thole  natural  appearances,  which  longer 
obfervation  has  fhewn  to  be  neither  uncommon  nor  dangerous:  the  general  defeft  of 
all  hiflorics  and  traditions  antecedent  to  a  cerifain.  period  at  which  the  Jewifh  writings 
affirm  the  world  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  water  :  thefe  cogent  circumflances  afford 
the  plaincfl  proof  th:it  the  human  race  has  not  exilled  here  for  many  ages. 

There  is  not  now  a  nation.on  the  earth,  neither  has  there  been  one  for  thefe  twQ- 
thoufand'  years  part,  whofe  remote  traditions  extend,  with  any  degree  of  probability, 
beyond  that  memorable  period  of  the  univerfal  deluge,  which  is  recorded  in  the  facred 
writings  ;  fo  that  whatever  Monf.  Voltaire  and  others  may  aflert  concerning  the  eter- 
nity of  the  world, Its  motions,  or  its  inhabitants,  they  will  find  but  few  rational  men  to 
adopt  his  wild  fyftem  of  aftronomy,  or  who  can  be  perfuaded  to  believe  that  the  fun 
ever  rofe  in  the  weft,  or  that  the  Babylonians  made  obfervations  on  that  luminary  fome 
millions  of  years  ago,  when  it  was  at  the  north  pole  ". 

Perhaps  you  will  f^iy,  that  fuch  language  as  this  is  filly  and  childiOi,  beneath  the  name 
of  philofophica!,  and  unworthy  of  any  anfiVer  —  yet  I  can  aflure  you  it  is  the  general  lan- 
;uage  of  that  mifefable  fchool  of  modern  philolophy,  which  fearches  for  the  moftun- 
.nown  motions  in  nature,  to  explain  thofe  that  are  beft  known  ;  ivhich  breaks  frag- 
ments from  the  fun  by  ^liance,  and  then  myllerioufly  forms  them  into  habitable  worlds  ; 
— which  makes  the  ocean  to  acl  where  it  is  not  f  j — which  quotes  the  fables  of  Ovid, 
or  the  tales  of  the  Egyptians,  as  its  beft  authority  in  natural  hiftory  {  ; — which  utterly 
rejefls  the  delightful  and  profitable  purfuit  of  final  caufes  §  ;— and  holds  the  moft  pre- 
cious moments  of  life  to  be  well  employed  in  endt^avours  to  difcover  the  thoughts  and- 
amufetnents  of  trees  and  iloncs  H-  / 

If  this  be  wifdom,  we,  my  friend,  have  reafon  to  boaft  that  we  are  not  wife :  if  thefe 
■  be  the  vaunted  fruits  of  freedom  of  thought,  we  have  good  caufe  indeed  to  rejoice  that 
wc  are  not  free  ;  that  we  ftill  retain  our  dependance  on  a  wife  and  bountiful  Providence  j 
and  have  not  yet  fallen  inio  that  univerfal  anarchy  of  opinion,  where  each  individual 
labours -to  enthrone  and  to  adore  every  wild  phantom  of  his  own  wandering  imagination, 
juft  as  folly  .or  caprice  may  chance  to  direft  his  choice.      ^ 

*  Muiif.  Voliairr,  and  afurhim  the  Abbe  Reynall,  bdieves  that  the  earth  hai  an  unknown  siotion  round, 
•ne  of  it«  equatorial  diametei*,  111  fuch  fiitt  that  its  anU  performs  an  entire  revolutiun  in  the  fpace  of  four 
nii'lioiis  iifycjiB.  VuItaiVc'a  pruuFii  of  this  niuiiun  arc  founded  on  an  obfefvatton  of  the  obliquity  of  the 
equator  nnd  ccli'ptie,  Caid  lo  have  been  made  by  Pythais  abuut  two  thoufand  yeait  ago  ;  on  the  geoeral  ac- 
<:uuiitl  to  be  met  with  in  Ovid'n  Mctarnorpliofes  of  Itrant;e  revolutions  having  formerly  taken  place  on  the 
earth's  fiirfdce ;  and  on  a  wild  fahl«  of  the  £gy[»tian>,  affirming  that  the  fun  rufc  twice  in  the  weft  within 
the  mernury  of  their  nation..  Nay,  this  exiranrdinary  phHofuphcr  feems  to  imagine  it  not  very  improbable 
thfti  the  pole*  ihemfelvet  may  travel  over  different  parti  of  the  earth's  furfacc  :  and  it  feems  but  ■  flight  ob- 
jeAioD  to  this  belief,  that  the  oldcft  monumtntiiii  the  world,  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  are  ace u rai ety  fi; listed 
to  face  the  cardinal  |;oinia  uf  .heco<npafs  the  .(ability  of  which  cardinal  points  entirely  depends  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  poles  of  the  earth  in  the  fame  precife  fpoi  of  thcfurfaCe, 

+   \  ide  BufTon'i  Theorie  d:  la  T^rre. 
'    %  Vide  Voltaire't  Period  of  four  thoufand  Yean, 

A  Vide  Det  Cartes,  Mauperttiia,  lie. 

II  Vide  Robinct  Cm  la  Nature. 

SMO  OF  Till   THIRB  VOLUME. 
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